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BUTTERALIES AS A
ONAL SYMBOL

Vladimir Kachan - Belarus

National symbols
are the symbols
that are used in a
country to repre-
sent what is unique
about the nation,
reflecting different
aspects of its cultur-
al life and history.
National plants and
animals are looked
upon by the citizens
of a country and by
outsiders as sym-
bols that represent
and unite their
country.

Butterflies have been the sub-
jects of countless artworks since
ancient times, and attract peo-
ple’s attention around the
world. The use of butterflies
by ancient Egyptian artists as
a standard decorative element
in tomb imagery over three mil-
lennia gave them a unique prom-
inence that is unparalleled in art
history.

April 2021 | Y+¥) Olus /o o

(Figure 1 — Preliminary artwork of Egypt with

detail from a wall painting with African Monarch

butterfly in the Egyptian tomb of Nebamun)

They are not simply included for
their beauty but may be signifi-
cant as a symbol. The African
Monarch butterfly (Danaus chry-
sippus) was a creature of the air
and was seen by the ancient
Egyptians as a symbol of life.

Costa Rica’s butterfly
species make up approximately
90% of all central American but-
terflies, 66% of neo-tropical but-
terflies and 18% of the world’s
total butterfly species. The most
beautiful is, of cours, the Blue
Morpho (Morpho Peleides), the
national butterfly of Costa Rica
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(Figure 2 — Stamp of Costa Rica 1998 with
National Butterfly Morpho peleides)

There is something magical
about Costa Rica’s national but-
terfly and its most famous but-
terfly — the Blue Morpho — with
its bright neon-blue iridescent
wings and a wingspan of up to
15 cm.
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Blue Morphos can be found
from the Southern tip of Florida
and the Baja Peninsula through-
out central and South America.
They are especially prolific in
Costa Rica, Brazil and Venezuela.
Blue Morphos prefer to be near
a water source, and although
they inhabit different kinds of
forests, they are most often
found near rivers, the ocean,
streams, lakes and other small
bodies of water. Blue Morphos
are very important butterflies
for collectors, and the going rate
for a species can be quite expen-
sive. Their wings are also used to
make jewelry.

Among the known 13,000 spe-
cies of Chinese butterflies, the
most notable is China’s National
Butterfly Golden Kaiser-i-Hind

156209
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(Figure 3 — Stamp of China 1963 with National

butterfly Teinopalpus aureus)

It is a rare buttefly that was
found from high elevation for-
ests in 1923. The Golden Kaiser-i-
Hind, scientifically known as
Teinopalpus aureus is a species
of butterfly in the Papilionidae
family. Teinopalpus aureus is a
superb green and golden tailed
butterfly from China. Teinop-
alpus aureus is a large and beau-
tiful butterfly with a forewing
length of 45-55 mm. Teinopalpus
aureus is a montane species,

21 THe ARAb COILECTOR | et Litsan

probably flying in habitats above
1000 m in a region that would
once have had broad-leaved and
coniferous evergreen forests at
such altitudes. Considered an
endangered species threatened
by the wildlife trade, it is pro-
tected by Chinese law. Teinop-
alpus aureus was listed as a pro-
tected species in the IUCN Red
List of Threatened Species since
1985, and a Chinese first-class
protected species since 1989.

Butterfly Broad-tailed

swallowtail (Agehana maraho)
is known as the national butter-
fly of Taiwan

(Figure 4 — Stamp of Taiwan 1958 with National

butterfly Agehana maraho)

It was entered into the new ge-
nus Agehana by Dr. Matsumura
Shénen then of Taihoku Imperial
University in 1936. The species’
name Maraho came from the
Atayal language’s word for
chief, indicating its special posi-
tion amongst the butterflies of
Taiwan. The Agehana Maraho, a
swallowtail butterfly species en-
demic to Taiwan, is the “national
treasure”. The forewings spread
to a length of 10 to 15 cm. With
the rise of the butterfly speci-
men industry in Taiwan, Ageha-
na Maraho became the top tar-
get of collectors. It was listed as
a protected natural monument

as early as 1935 in the Law for
the preservation of Historic
Spots, Scenic Beauties and Natu-
ral Monuments. In 1988, it was
designated a valuable and rare
species in the Cultural Heritage
Preservation Act, and as an en-
dangered species in 1989’s Wild-
life Conservation Act.

Trogonoptera brookiana,
or more commonly known as the
Rajah Brooke’s Birdwing, was
first described in 1855 by a British
naturalist, Alfred R. Wallace in
Borneo. He named the species in
honour of James Brooke, the first
Rajah of Sarawak

LT

TROIGES
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(Figure S — Stamp of Sarawak 1950 with National

butterfly Trogonoptera brookina)

Up till today, this beautiful but-
terfly species is commonly
known as the Rajah Brooke’s
birdwing or The Rajah Brooke’s
butterfly. The Rajah Brooke’s
birdwing belongs to the group
of butterflies in the family Papil-
ionidae known as the ‘birdwings’
particularly because of their out-
standingly big size, pointed
wings and their bird-like flight.
Apart from that, their resting
state posture is unlike other but-
terflies. In the early years after
its discovery, the encounter with
the female Rajah Brooke’s bird-
wing is very rare, that it was
thought that the ration between
male and female is 1000:1. How-
ever, this is untrue. The females
tend to fly at higher canopy,
therefore minimizing the chance
for its encounter. The Rajah
Brooke’s birdwing is one of the
most promoted butterflies in
Malaysia as it is National Butter-
fly.
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The Ministry of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources de-
clared in March 2010 Sri Lanka’s
largest butterfly - the “Sri Lanka
Bird Wing” (Troides darsius) as
the National Butterfly of Sri Lan-
ka, under the recommendations
of the Butterfly Expert Group of
the Ministry

(Figure 6 — Stamp of Sri Lanca 1978 with

National butterfly Troides helena darsius)

Its forewings are glossy black
and hind wings are bright yellow
with a black margin. The wing
expanse is approximately 165-
18omm. Different varieties of
Birdwing butterflies can be seen
in other parts of the world, but
the Sri Lanka Birdwing scientifi-
cally known as Troides darsius is
a unique species that can be
found only in Sri Lanka. It is the
largest butterfly that lives on
the island Ceylon and it is en-
demic to Sri Lanka. Few insects
can compare with it in beauty,
when it hovers over the flowers.

Cabinet of Ministers of
Bhutan in February 16, 2012 ap-
proved the Agriculture Minis-
ter’s proposal to name Ludlow’s
Bhutan Swallowtail (Bhutanitis
ludlowi) as the National Butter-
fly of Bhutan.

The butterfly is truly magnificent
—and very, very rare. Itis gener-
ally accepted that the butterfly
is endemic to Bhutan and is
found nowhere elsein the world.

April 2021 | Y+¥) Olus /o o

Loflow’s Bhatan Swallowtad (Bt kiciowd) is the
axtional Butieefly of Bhutan. It is 3 species that belengs

10 1 Papiliocidae Lymily and the Pamnissande b
Lamily of 182 Apollo buttedfies. Keown 2 Gyelyeng
ChimaLa in Dewogiha, it & endemic to Bhutan,

(Figure 7 — Souvenir sheet of Bhutan 2016 with National Butterfly Bhutanitis ludlowi)

Even in Bhutan, it is so rare that,
as of today, the Ludlow’s Bhu-
tan Swallowtail is found no
where else — except in Tobrang
areas of Trashiyangtse, Eastern
Bhutan. The Butterfly with beau-
tiful motifs on the wing was first
discovered in British India era in
1933-1934 by British plant hunt-
ers Frank Ludlow and George
Sheriff. Known to thrive in alti-
tude range of 1600-1800 masl,
Ludlow’s Bhutan Swallowtail
was rediscovered in spring of
2009 by Mr. Karma Wangdi a
forester from Bumdeling Wild-
life Sanctuary and who is cur-
rently posted in UWICE. IUCN
Red data book also mentioned
the Butterfly as data deficit and
listed under the category of vul-
nerable.

The Common Rose but-
terfly (Pachliopta aristolochiae
asteris) has emerged as Singa-
pore’s National Butterfly beat-
ing five other candidates in the
contest organised by the Nature
Society Singapore in 2015.

The butterfly is medium-sized
and is found mainly in forests, al-
though it occasionally feeds on
the nectar of flowers found in
parks and gardens on the forest
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(Figure 8 — Imperforated stamp of Vietnam 1965

with National butterfly Pachliopta aristolochiae)

edge.

Its body is bright red, while the
wings are black with contrasting
red and white patterns. The soci-
ety said the patterns reflect Sin-
gapore’s national flag, with the
red dots and white streaks remi-
niscent of the five stars and cres-
cent moon.

Fittingly, this “uncommon rose”
which has declined to near ex-
tinction in Singapore and the
species is at risk of dying, there-
fore the butterfly habltat must
be protected.
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Small tortoiseshells but-
terfly with scientific name Aglais
urticae are common throughout
Denmark and they like to suck
nectar from garden flowers.
Since it is also a very beautiful
and eye-catching butterfly, it
was chosen as the national but-
terfly of Denmark in 1991

The base colour of the wings is a
very strong orange, and on the
edge of the wings is a band of
small light blue spots.

Aglais urticae is a colourful Eura-
sian butterfly in the family Nym-
phalidae.
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(Figure 9 — Stationery card of Denmark 1993 with National butterfly Aglais urticae).

The small tortoiseshell winters
in basements, garden sheds and
on cool ceilings. Along with the
brimstone butterfly, it is one of
the earliest species of butterfly
to appear in the spring.

The male sticks to a particular
region or territory, which it de-
fends from other butterflies and
insects. The small tortoiseshell
has a wingspan of 40-52 mm.

On the front edge of the fore-
wing, there are alternate spots
in black and white-yellow.
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Butterfly Omurasaki
(Sasakia charonda) is one of spe-
cies of butterflies commonly
known as the ‘Japanese Emper-
or’ or the ‘Great Purple Emper-
or’. Like it’s name, the butterfly
has a beautiful purple wings
with yellow, white and red spots
which stands out in the natural
green.

Omurasaki is specified as the
‘National Butterfly of Japan’ by
Entomological Society of Japan
in 1956 for the butterfly lives all
over Japan.

Still, this butterfly is pretty rare
which the Ministry of Environ-
ment is designating this butter-
fly as quasi-endangered species.

With a wingspan of 9.0 —12.0 cm
the butterfly is a big member of
the family Nymphalidae, which
is grouping of butterflies with
large in size, that are visible dur-
ing the warm months all across
Japan.

It’s a powerful flier thanks to its
robust body, and its strong wing
beat can be heard from some
meters away. Sasakia charonda
is Japan symbolic butterfly be-
cause this butterfly range all
over Japan, almost all Japanese
people know this species, very
popular with big size and color-
ful, beautiful.

AVINN
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(Figure 10 — FDC of Japan 1956 with National butterfly Sasakia charonda)
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The recently discovered
Niue Blue is the only endemic
butterfly species found on the
remote Pacific island of Niue.
This special butterfly was found
on theisland in 2009 by Australi-
an Museum Research Associate
Rob Lachlan. In 2012 he de-
scribed the species from a pair
of specimens and named it Nac-
aduba niueensis.

This rather small brown butter-
fly cannot be confused with any
other species occurring on the
island of Niue. The upperside is
brown in both sexes, with a scat-
tering of blue scales at the base
of the wings in some female
specimens, whilst the underside
has an intricate pattern of wavy
brown, dark brown and white
lines.

As there is only a handful of
plant and animal species that
are unique to Niue, this new dis-
covery has particular impor-
tance for the people of the is-
land. In fact, the Premier of Niue
has named the species Niue’s
National Butterfly. To celebrate
the exciting discovery of this
new species, Niue is featuring
the Niue Blue on a set of stamps

The Common Rose But-

terfly, otherwise known by its
scientific name of Pachliopta
aristolochiae asteris was
crowned Singapore’s National
butterfly by the Nature Society
of Singapore in 2015.
The butterfly has red dots and
white streaks on its wings, remi-
niscent of the five stars and cres-
cent moon on the Singapore
flag. Thus, its distinctive yet sym-
bolic features allowed it to beat
other native butterflies to be
crowned Singapore’s national
butterfly.

SINGAPORE ¥
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(Figure 12 - Stamp of Singapore 2019 with

National Common Rose Butterfly)

The Monarch butterfly
(Danaus plexippus) is an impor-
tant pollinator of summer wild-
flowers in America.

Niue Blue Butterfly
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(Figure 11 — Miniature sheet of Niue 2013 with National Butterfly Nacaduba niueensis).
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Although the monarch is found
all across North America, it origi-
nated in the American tropics,
most likely in Central America,
where several related species
occur. Because of its tropical or-
igin, this butterfly is unable to
winter in the north. Each au-
tumn, millions of monarchs
throughout North America east
of the Rockies flock together
and migrate south, where they
festoon fir trees in a couple of
secluded passes in the Sierra
Madre range in Mexico. West of
the Rockies, the butterflies win-
ter in southern California. In the
spring their quasi-dormant rest-
ing state ceases, and the mon-
archs, principally females, fresh-
ly fertilized and laden with eggs,
head north to repopulate the
United States and Canada. On
July 5, 2016 the 114th Congress
of USA adopted the monarch
butterfly as the National Butter-
fly of the United States.

Monarch butterflies are beauti-
ful as they gracefully flutter in
yards and playgrounds. Mon-
archs are large, beautifully color-
ed butterflies that are easy to
recognize by their striking or-
ange, black, and white markings.

USA  Morarch

3 3 buctterfly

MONARCH BUTTERFLY
Daniaus plexitfns

This remarkable migrating butterily
resides throughout the United States
and southern Canada during the
summer. In the fall, monarchs fy
1 massive nuunbers (o aggregation
sites 1t Mexico and Calbifornia, where
they spend the winter. The return
Jjourney is completed mostly by the
subsequent generation of monarchs.

(Figure 13 — Stamp of USA 1999 with National
butterfly Monarch)
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Project on the election of
the National Butterfly of Finland
was organised in the spring 2017
by the Vuokko Foundation for
Nature Conservation, the Finn-
ish Association for Nature Con-
servation, Suomen Luonto,
Suomen Perhostutkijain Seura
ry, and Eteld-Karjalan Allergia- ja
Ymparistdinstituutti. The First
Lady of Finland, Mrs. Jenni
Haukio, was the patron of the
project. To mark Finland’s cente-
nary of independence, the Holly
Blue was voted the national but-
terfly of Finland.

The Holly Blue with scientific
name Celastrina argiolus is one
of the nine common blue butter-
flies in Finland. The species is
widespread, but it’s difficult to
spot them, since they tend to fly
high. The Holly Blue is common
in Southern and Central Finland,
and during the 21st century it
has also spread to Northern Fin-
land.

Several Finnish butterfly species
have become rare due to chang-
es in their environment. The aim
of the national butterfly project
was also to spread conscious-
ness about Finland’s butterflies
and their environment.

The Holly Blue is easily identified
in early spring, as it emerges
well before other blue butter-
flies.

It tends to fly high around bush-
es and trees, whereas other
grassland blues usually stay near
ground level.

It is much the commonest blue
found in parks and gardens
where it congregates around
Holly (in spring) and Ivy (in late
summer).

In ecosystems, butterflies are
essential—they are important
media for pollination, they play
key roles in the food chain, and
are environmental indicators, re-
vealing the conditions of natural
areas. The significance of butter-
flies is widely acknowledged,
and conservation measures
have been adopted in countries
worldwide. Measures include
enactment of legislations to pro-
hibit hunting and trading of but-
terflies, and listing of threatened
butterflies. Butterflies are often
collected for their beauty. There-
fore, legal protection is very im-
portant for butterflies.

The Author is ready to help for
philatelists in creating of phila-
telic exhibits on butterflies and
moths.

His address: Vladimir Kachan,
street Kulibina 9-49, Minsk-52,
BY-220052, Republic of Belarus,
E-mail: vladimirkachan@mail.ru

B

Figure 14 — Stamp of Finland 2019 with National butterfly Celastrina argiolus
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Read more for the Author’s
publications on the Arab
Collector Magazine
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