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UNITED ST ATES 

The 24c Air Mail Stamp of 1918 
Multiple Rate Cover 

By PHILIP SIL VER 

Postal Order No. 1443, dared May 11, 1918 fixed the first race for air mail service at 
24c an ounce or fraction thereof. The effective date was May 15, 1918. Thus, it coincided 
with the scheduled first air mail flights from Washington, D . C., New Yorlc: City and Phila­
delphia. This 24c rate included special delivery, as well. 

Catalogue information about these first flights indicates chat approximately 11,000 covers 
were carried on the first flights of May 15th and May 16th.1 Although, the New Yorlc: 
and Philadelphia flights cook place on the 15th, the northward flight from Washington 
was delayed until May 16th. The brukdown on the number of covers carried on the 
several legs of the first flights is as follows: 

Washington co New Yorlc: 

Washington co Philadelphia 

Washington to ocher poin ts 

Philadelphia c-0 New Yorlc: 

Philadelphia to Washington 

New Y orlc: co Philadelphia and Washing con 

l. .\nwric1111 .\ ir :llnil C.atnlogue, 1947 E1litio11, p. 101'1 • 

• l rro l 1l11fotclut . l 11nals 

3,000 

600 

3,000 6,600 

350 

300 

2,457 

9,707 
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JOAN OF .UC COMMITTEE 
N .,., Jlt I 

New Yot\C..., 
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Fig . I. Double rote cover with " Moy 15, 1918/Woshington, D. C." cancellation for the first flight 
to New York. Enclosed was a bronie medal ; thus the cover and contents together weighed more 
than one ounce. (Author's collection). 

Washington, addicional covers dated May 16th 

Total covers carried 

1,300 

11 ,007 

All the figures shown above, with the exception of that for Philadelphia to Washington, 
are taken from the catalogue. The 300 cover amount for the Philadelphia co Washingron 
fligh t is the author's approximation. This was set as the lowest of the several legs of the 
flights since it is known chat fewer covers were carried on that leg, such covers being 
extremely scarce and desirable. The likelihood is chat the number is even less than 300; 
however, that quantiry was used to make the total of approximately 11,000. 

In view of the relatively accurate information about the number of covers carried, it is 
noticed chat nothing is available in any source book on the number of multiple rate covers 
carried on these flights. But several such covers are known co exist, and the author feels 
chat information abou t these covers should be part of the over-all story of the popular first 
United Scates air mail stamp of 1918. 

Although che first day of issue of che 24c air mail scamp was May 13, 1918, only three 
fi rst day covers are known.:! This is a surprisingly low number by today's standards. 
Nowadays approximately 600,000 covers, and sometimes as many as 1,000,000 are serviced on 
the first day of issue of each new United States stamp. But in May, 1918 the important 
date was not the first day of issue, but that of the first flights, May 15, 1918. Also in 
1918 first day cover collecting had nor achieved anything like che populariry ir enjoys today. 
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1' nit l.'<1 ~lnte, the 24c .\ir :\roil .·tamp of 191 
Gootlki 111l, The Colll'<'torq ( ' lu b, Sl'" York, ~- Y. 
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Fig. 2. The letter and medal (indicated by the arrow) enclosed in the cover shown in Fig. I. 

Today scamp firms, as well as collectors, service covers with singles, pairs, blocks of four 
and place blocks of four, if available. 1918 was a war year. Twenty-four cencs then was 
a lot of money. We venwre co say chat if we were to relare char amount to today's 
standard, its purchasing power would be more than one dollar. Thus ir is easy to see why 
few covers, of necessity, would have been prepared with pairs, blocks or other multiples. 
The times mitigated against such exrravagance. 

The writer is fortunate in having at lease a nodding acquaincance with most of the 
advanced United States air mail collections in the East. In all these collections, he has 
noted only five multiple rare covers used on May 15th or May 16th. Three of these are 
m his own collection. 

Double Rat e Covers 
There are three double rate covers known. Two of these are in the author's collection. 

The third is in the collection of Mr. Sol Glass of Baltimore, Maryland. Since the rare, 
as noted in Postal Order No. 1443, was 24c an ounce or fraction thereof, a double rate 
cover would have had to weigh more than one ounce but not more than two ounces. 

Perhaps the most interesting of the author's double race covers is shown in Fig. I. There 

. l crt> Ph il"t<lisl . 111110/R 59 
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is no need to conjecture why ir needed rhe double rare. The cover was used to send a bronze 
medal ro the addressee. This medal had been issued in 1915 on the occasion of che dedi­
cation of the Joan of Arc sratue at Riverside Drive and Wesr 93rd Srreer in New York Ciry 
on December 6, 191 5. Apparenrly, some were lefr over from rhe ceremonies. So Prof. 
George F. Kunz, Presidenc of the Joan of Arc Statue Commirtee and of rhe American 
Scenic and Historic Presencarion Sociery, used the occasion of the fi rsr air mail flighr from 
Washington to New York co send rhe medal as a gift to the addressee, Mrs. Rudolph 
Prizibil, 601 W esr 142 Sr., New York Ciry. The cover is franked with a vertical pair of 
the 24c sramps. The scamps are cancelled " May 15 1918 First Trip Washington" in black. 

The medal and accompanying letter are shown in Fig. 2 and shed an inceresring sidelight 
on che activities surrounding rhe first flight. One may conjecture how many of these 
double rare covers with medals enclosed were sent on the firsr flighr. Probably a goodly 
number were. H owever, in the more than forry one years that have elapsed since then, only 
chis one example seems to have reached philatelic hands. Unless similar covers are "smoked 
our" as a resulr of rhis article, we may have ro surmise chat if ocher similar covers were 
senr, they were nor received by philatelists and so have nor found their way inro scamp 
collections. Indeed, one may inquire whether even rhe cover shown in Fig. l received 
philatelic handling. Nore the piece rorn our of the upper left hand side of the cover where 
ir was opened. This offers strong evidence that the addressee was no stamp collector. 

The second double rare cover in rhe author's collection is shown in Fig. 3. This is 
a fairly large size envelope made of heavy linen stock much longer than its illuscrarion. It 
is franked with a horizontal pair of the 24c scamps cancelled " May 15 1918 First Trip" 
with the New York handsramp in purple. Ir flew on the New York to Washington leg. 
It will be noted chat it is addressed co President Woodrow Wilson, Whire H ouse, 
Washingron, D . C. Bur, why did it need a double rare? This is nor quire as easy to 
establish as with the cover shown in Fig. l. Unfortunately, we do nor have any clue ro 
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Errors, V arieties and A irm ails 
For 30 yeen we have boen speci• lizing in •II unusual items: Errors, Vtrieties, etc., 
regardles. es to whether they are or • r• not listed . 

Now we have on hand a very large selection of Airmails U. P. U.., U. N., Inve rted 
Centen , Sports, Topicals, Miniature Sheets, De Luxe Sheets, Proofs, Die Proofs, 
Rotary, etc., etc. 

We have oddities and unusual items from many different countries as:­
" lbonia "byssinio, Be lg ium, Brazil, Cona ry Isla nds, Colombia 
Congo, Croatia Czechoslova kia Danzig Ecuador, Epirus, For East, 
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ltoly & Colonies Lotvio Liberio Lithuonio, Monoco, Nico roguo, 
Poroguoy. Poland, Romonio, Russio, Soor, Solvodor Scodlo Spoin 
& C olonies Tongier Tonno Touve Uruguay, Venezuela. 

We 1cill gladly make 11p special offers or selections on approval. 

Pleu e write count ries, price range and specia lties. I Usual 
references, please) . 

We a re also always buyers of similar material. 

S. SEREBRAKIAN, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 448 Monroe, N. Y. 
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Fig. 3. Double rate cover with " May 15, 1918/New York" cancellation flown on the first flight from 
New York to Washington. It is addressed to President Woodrow Wilson. (Author's collection). 

the endosure as proof of the weighc. However, close examinarion of the cover indicares 
char ic muse have contained a rather bulky enclosure, which caused che envelope's edges ro 
become slighrly distended, a nor uncommon happening. This is nor proof positive chat 
the cover and endosure weighted more than one ounce, bur ir does offer some good evidence. 

The third cover, in rhe collection of Mr. Sol Glass of Baltimore, Maryland, is shown 
in Fig. 4. le was senc from Washington co New York and is addressed co Emil Sperling, 
725 Fifth Avenue, New York City. This address is imporcanr. Mose covers addressed co 
New York City were mailed ro downrown locations where mosr of the stamp dealers' offices 
were locared. Afrer Lr. Boyle was forced down ac Waldorf, Maryland, on May 15rh, the 
Washington ro New York flighr was postponed unril che 16th. The flighc did rake place 
on the larcer dace. Almost all Washington co New York covers flown on the 16rh examined 
by the wrirer have a "4 p. m., May 16, 1918" New York receiving mark. Bur, as noted 
above, these covers were addressed co downcown New York locations. The cover shown in 
Fig. 4 has a 5 p. m., nor 4 p. m., receiving mark. Obviously, ic required addicional rime 
co be senc ro che upcown branch post office. Or, ic may be char che clerks ac char office 
rook addicional time before they applied chis receiving mark. Another incerescing rhing 
about chis cover is char ir is the only one of rhe double care covers char is franked wich rwo 
single scamps. The ochers all have pairs. 

One may again conjecture abouc the necessity for che double rare. This is a large 
legal-size envelope and ic is likely chat rogerher wirh che enclosure ir weighed more than 
one ounce, requiring double race franking. Another inrerescing thing abour chis cover is 
the pilor's signature it bears. le is signed by James C. Edgerton, the pilot who successfully 
flew rhe Washington ro New York mail on May 16th, the actual first trip on that leg. 
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Fig. '4. Double rate cover with "May 15, 1918/W ashington" cancellation for the first flight to New 
York. It is franked with two single copies, not a pair. Autographed by Lt. James C. Edgerton , the 
Army flyer, who flew the first Washington lo New York air mail on May 16th after the firil plane 
had crashed on May 15, 1918. 

In the lower left corner framed with a black border is the " New York, N. Y. May 16, 1918 Spm" 
badstamp. (Sol Glass collection). 

Block Of Six On May 15, 1918 Cover 

This is the largest multiple piece of the 24c air mail scamp of 1918 known to cxisr 
on cover. Ir is in the collection of Dr. Samuel J. Penchansky of Bayonne, New Jersey. 
(Sec Fig. 5) Like most other Washington co New York covers of May 15, 1918 sent co 
downtown New York addresses, ic bears a receiving backscamp "New York, N. Y. May 
16, 1918, 4 p. m.", shown at the bottom of Fig. 5. But even more interesting are the 
lightly struck cancellations on che face of the cover. There are exactly five such hand­
scamps in black. Four of them are rather indistihcc. Bue, the fifth in the upper left 
corner is quite clear. This has the J(trr(e ·• JOAM" (ancellation hitherto noted on only a 
very few Washington co New York first flight covers franked with single stamps. So, this 
cover, which numbers many "firsts" in ics pedigree, shows the first recorded use of chis 
cancellation on a multiple race cover. 

Another first on this cover, of course, is the size of the multiple piece. Ir is the first 
and only known block of six with che " May 15, 1918" cancellation. The sheet positions 
of the scamps are highly incerescing as well. The block has the lower portion of the lefr 
arrow sheet margin and, along the upper edge, is a portion of the horizontal center line 
which divides the pane of 100 in half. The stamps, therefore, are positions 51, 52, 53, 61, 
62 and 63. And, used on May 15, 1918, we may be reasonably sure chat this block of 
scamps came from the first printing. On the second printing, only the right arrow is found 
in the sheet margin. Although the third printing also has a left arrow, this is a lam 
printing which was prepared long after che purchase of the sheet of inverts by Mr. Robey 
in Washingcon, D. C. on May 14, 1918.~ 

Still another first which may be claimed for this cover is the !Oc special delivery 
scamp affixed in the lower left corner. This, of course, is superfluous usage, since the 24c 
rate, as noted earlier, included special delivery service. 

The cover, addressed to ]. M. Barrels Co., 99 Nassau Street, New York, N. Y . a 
well-known scamp dealer, is obviously overfranked. The total value of all the scamps, 
including the 3c embossed envelope scamp is $1.57. Since there appears no physical 
indication on this cover of extra weight, the overpayment would appear ro be $1.33. 

This is, nevertheless, one of the most unusual and probably a unique multiple rate cover. 

J11111t11f!I· J!JC(} 
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Fig. 5. A block of six on a "May 15, 1918/Washington" first flight eover. Note the very searee 
" 10 AM" in the eaneellation. This is the largest known multiple pieee with the 24e air mail stamp 
of 1918 used on eover. Possibly unique. 

(Below) The "New York, N.Y./May 16, 1918 4 pm." badslamp. (Photo by Boutrelle). (Dr. 
Samuel J. Penehansky eolleetion) . 

Block Of Four, "May 16, 1918 First Trip" Cancellation 
In che wrirer's opinion, the cover shown in Fig. 6 is the mort unumal multiple rate 

<Oler flown on the first flight from Washington to New York.. As mosr colleccors of 
Uniced Scares air mail scamps already know, chis leg of the flighr came ro grief on May 15th, 
shortly afrer Lr. Boyle had taken off from the Polo Grounds just ou~ide Washington, D. C. 
H e was forced co land afrer a short flighc at Waldorf, Maryland and, in the process, his 
plane was damaged. The mail was returned co Washington and was flown on the next day, 
May 16, 1918. To the more than six thousand covers cancelled on May 15th, were added 
approximarely chirreen hundred with a May 16ch cancellation. Bur a miscake was made on 
very few of these May 16th covers. The clerks neglecred to remove the words FIRST 
TRIP from the slug. The mistake was noted almost immediately and remedied with 
che removal of these words from the canceller. It is believed char no more than 
approximately six of the " MAY/ 16 11918/ FIRST TRIP" covers exist.:1 All of these are 
single rate covers except the one shown in Fig. 6. This cover is franked with a block of 
four, cancelled Washington, D. C. in purple. Like most covers addressed ro New York, 
ir is backscamped May 16, 1918, 4 p. m. The cover is addressed ro Mr. J. W. Sampson, 
Vanderbilt Building, New York Cicy. The clue to che downtown address is the pencil 
notation immediately below the address, " 132 Nassau." Most Likely, it was added by a 

:l. "Th!' f'ir l Air tamp of the l;nit!'d • to tc~ ... by Hcury· )f. Ooodkintl , "The Collector~ 
Cluh Philatcli~t" ( lO;iO) Yol. !?O p. 3:li. 

63 



- .. 

.., ? 5 

H. f, COUIM, 
l£.COllO NATIONAL IAll!C ll.DQ, 

- SEYVHH 5Tlt£CT, 11. W. 
'-"A'lMllllGTOll, D. C. 

Fig. 6. A block of four cancelled with the very scarce "Washington/May 16, 1918 First Trip" can­
cellation for the first flight lo New York. Only about six covers are known with this FIRST TRI P cancel­
lation error and this is the only one with a block of four. (Author's collection). 

(Below) The back of this cover showing the sender's name and address, and also the "New York, 
N. Y. May 16, 1918 '4 pm." backslamp. Possibly unique. 

post office clerk or carrier for proper routing. It was quite logical of course, that many 
covers on the firsr flighr would be senr to stamp dealers and Nassau Street was then the 
stamp center of New York City, if not of the country. 

The writer feels safe in describing this cover as unique, a block of four with a most 
desirable " May 16 1918 FIRST TRIP" cancellation. And, buc for Lt. Boyle's unfortunate 
accident, it never would have flown on the first flight ro New York. This is true also of 
all covers postmarked May 16, 1918 from Washington to New York. 

From all appearances, however, chis cover did not require more than a single 24c stamp. 
It is handstamped "FEE CLAIMED,'' bur this only indicates chat it received special 
delivery handling and that service was already included in the 24c air mail stamps. So, most 
likely, this cover was overpaid 72c, a not inconsiderable sum in 1918. But, again, if not 
for this apparent overfranking, chis cover would nor be available today as most unusual 
multiple rate cover. 

Ir will be noted that the special delivery control number on this cover is 51785. This 
is srrange. Ler us refer back co the cover wich block of six shown in Fig. 5. Note that 
chat special delivery control number is 51815. Since both of these numbers are probably 
from the same source, why does the one cancelled May 15, 1918 have a later number than 
the May 16th cover? It has been recorded that the mail chat was processed for che first 

J<rn tw ry, l!JGO 
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UNITED STATES SHIPPING BOARD 

EMERGENCY FLEET CORPOR.ATION 
P'HILAO•LP'HIA. P'A. 

Fi9. 7. Block of four affixed upside down to a cover cancelled Philadelphia, Pa. September 19, 1918. 
Lar9est known piece on a commercial cover. Possibly unique. Flown to New York as the backstamp 
framed with a black border in the lower Jeft corner shows the receivin9 mark readin9 " New York 
Sept. 19, 1918 7pm." (Photo by Boutrelle). (Henry M. Goodkind collection) . 

flight went rhrough only one Washington, D. C. Post Office. So, it appears, we have 
another little mystery char needs clarification. The wricer can only conjecture that the 
May 16ch cover wich number 5 1785 was accidenrly mislaid after receiving the control number. 
The fact thac it eventually flew on che first flight is again due co Lt. Boyle's mishap on 
May I 5ch after he had lefr Washington on his flighr co New York. 

In connection wich boch of chese covers, che block of six and the block of four, (Figs. 
5 and 6) the address and che handwriting offer us clues thac they were mailed from the 
same office. The May 16th cover wich block of four (Fig. 6) as shown on the back was 
sent from the office of H . F. Colman, a well-known stamp firm of Washington, D. C. The 
May 15th cover wich block of six (Fig. 5) is recognized by Mr. H enry M. Goodkind as 
being in che handwriting of che late H enry Hammelman who, in 1918, spent almost all 
his spare moments in Mr. Colman 's office in \Xlashington D. C. But for che work of chese 
scamp men in the early air ma il period, many of che prize covers known today would not 
be available for reference and collections. 

Built- In Overpayment O n Multiple Rate Covers 

Bur, in a sense, every multiple race cover, whether it required more chan a single race 
because of weight or was overpaid for philarelic purposes, has in ir a built-in element of 
overpayment. Thar is because the Post Office Order stared d1ar che 24c stamp was to be 
used on letters weighing one ounce or fraction thereof, wirh special delivery service included. 
Obviously, a lercer could get special delivery service only once. So, a double rate cover at 
4& was actually overpaid I Oc, since char sum was already included in rhe single 24c stamp 
for special delivery service. One may argue about the strict reading of che order which set 
the race at 24c an ounce or fraction, but che conclusion, it would appear, is quite obvious. 
Later, on July 15, 1918, when che l6c rate became effective, this defect was remedied. 
The new rate was 16c for che first ounce which included special delivery. Every additional 
ounce or fraction required only 6c additional postage. So, only lOc was paid for special 
de livery service, not 20c as with a. pair of the 24c stamp, or even more depending on the 
size of che mulciple used . 
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Additiona l Multip le Rate Covers 

One may conjecrure whether it was a sign of the rimes that so few multiple rate 
covers were flown in 1918. Apart from the very few philatelic covers prepared for the 
May, 1918 first flights, ir does not seem reasonable that commercial letters would be 
purposely limited in weight ro one ounce or less, in order to save postage. Admittedly 
the 24c rare was high, bur surely chere muse have been occasions which required the use of 
more than one 24c air mail stamp on commercial mail. Yet, only one known example has 
survived in the almost forty-two year history of this stamp. 

This multiple rare cover, rhe only one not carried on cbe first flight, is shown in Fig. 7. 
The cover is in the collection of Mr. Henry M. Goodkind of New York Ciry. This cover 
is franked wich a block of four which the sender affixed upside down, so we have pseudo 
inverted center for the record. The cover is cancelled Philadelphia, September 19, 1918, 
2 p. m. and is addressed to Mr. C. W. Le More, Hdqrs. lsr Brig.-N. Y. G., Park Ave. 
and 34 Sr., N. Y. C. Ir is backscamped New York, September 19, 1918, 7 P. M. 
(See Fig. 7) Nore the corner card of the Unired States Shipping Board, Emergency Fleer 
Corporation, Philadelphia, Pa. Does this indicate commercial usage? Probably, but why 
rhe necessity for rhe quadruple rate? Again, there appears lirrle physical evidence on chis 
cover of more than normal weight. Neither was any ocher service given, ocher than special 
delivery, which would nor have required the payment of 96c. So, one muse come co rhe 
conclusion that rhis cover, like che ocher covers wich large pieces, may be overfranked. Bur, 
again, this is a most unusual cover, che only multiple rare cover nor used on the first flights. 

C o nclusion 

Thar writer realizes rhat he is raking a rather tenuous position in scaring rhar only 
five multiple rare covers used on the first flights and one commercially used cover with 
multiple are in existence. This, however, is all that have been seen by him in the most 
advanced United Scares air mail collections here in the East. Diligent efforts have been 
made ro unearth other examples of multiple rate usage, bur ro no avail. If ocher collectors, 
who read this article have or know of ocher multiple rare covers which flew on the 1918 first 
flights or were commercially used in this same year, rhe writer would like to be apprised 
of chem. The AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS is a ma~azine of record and any other covers 
"smoked out" by chis article will be duly noted and photographed. 

24c Air M ail Inverted C enter 
of 1918 Again Breaks Record 

The last number of this magazine reported a new record price of $6100 -$2000 more 
than che previous high auction sale price realized by this famous United States air mail error. 
It appears as if a quarterly magazine on aerophilately cannot keep pace with the soaring 
prices of chis sensational stamp. The 24c air mail inverted center of 19 I 8 established 
another high on December 10, 1959 of $6400.00. This record-price copy was sold by 
Robert A. Siegel, New York, N. Y. Ir was pencilled as Position No. 68 in the sheet of 
100. This copy, in a Columbus, Ohio coUecrion, had been reported to me some years ago. 
In other words, this is not a previously unrecorded coi;iy. 

The census char I have been making for many years of all known copies now is close co 
90. Will chis census ever reach 100, the number of copies in the original sheet when bought 
in 1918 and sold shortly thereafter to the late Col. E. H. R. Green? Consultations with 
those I respect as good U.S. stamp authorities familiar with chis stamp leads me ro think 
that the unconfirmed rumor char Col. Green lost some copies years ago might prove co be 
rrue. Many think we shall be able to finally record only about 93 or 94 copies. 

Surely with this increasing price, copies chat have been in hiding, should be coming on 
the market now. Bur whether all of the original 100 copies now exist, or if there are less, 
chis famous stamp might better be called "valuable" or "expensive," not "rare." (H. M. G.) 
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STEPHEN H . SMITH 
ROCKETS and SPACE MISSILES 

By JOHN J . BRITT 

For several years we have been hea ring from the Russians the claim chat they were the first 
co send into space by means of a rocket, live animals; wimess, SPUTNIK II carrying the 
fi rst space traveller, the dog " Laika." 

More recencly the Russians have sent up several more rockets also carrying live dogs. 
The U nited States joined the parade when in 1959 they sent up a rocket ca rrying two 
small monkeys. In June of 1959 our own Postmaster General, Summerfield, authorized 
a "Missile mail" experiment which was launched from the guided missile submarine "U. S. S. 
BARBERO" and arrived safely at its descinacion, the naval auxiliary air stacion, at 
Mayport, Florida. S ince the above experiments and the broad news coverage of these 
events, the world has become very " Rocket" consciow. 

Few know or realize, however, chat mail rocket experiments were carried out in the 
early l 930's, by such pioneer rockereers as Friedrich Schmied!, Gerhart Zucker, Karl Roberti 
and Stephen H. Smith. While these men were all contemporary, their experiments were 
primarily designed for the sole purpose of carrying mail in their various rocket experiments. 
This was originally also ttue in che case of Stephen H. Smith, who conducted his experiments 
from his native countty of India. But he had the foresight to realize early in his experiments 
the possibiliry of utilizing his rockets for purposes ocher than merely carrying mail. 

:·: 

:·: 
1111 
:·: 
1111 

• 
• 

Our BAUM Sale of NO VEMBER 10, 1959 wa.s an outstanding 
event of the 1959 Aerophilatelic Season. 

Collections now being accepted for Nicklin Sales of 1960 . 
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Fig. I. (Author's c:ollec:tion). (Photos by Boutrelle) 

ONCE IN A BLUE 11/00N 
A COLLECTION LIKE THIS 

THE JOH M. TAYLOR MEXICO 
AT PUBLIC AUCTIO 

One of the most impressive collections of Mexico ever formed 
both as to quality and rarity; Mr. Taylor was well known for his know­
ledge of the subject as well as his discrimination. We are proud indeed 
that we have been chosen to offer this extraordinary property at public 
auction (the date: early in 1900) and right now the preparation and 
cataloguing is already under way with the close association of Col. 
Charles S. Hamilton and Mr. John K. Bash, foremost authorities on the 
stamps of Mexico. 

The catalogue unquestionably will be the reference piece on 
Mexico for years to come. May we suggest that you reserve your copy 
now. There is a nominal charge of $I which, of course is refundable 
to successful bidders. 

IRWIN HEIMAN, Inc. 
2 West 46 Street, New York 36, N. Y. 
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Fig. 2. (Collection of John R. Dilworth) 

Stephen H. Smith was acutely aware of the periodic ravages of narure in his country, 
with its yearly roll of human life due ro floods, monsoons and earthquakes. During 
such rimes of devastation, ir was not uncommon for an entire community co be cut off 
from the rest of the neighboring rerricory. This resulted in much suffering on the parr of 
rhose poor unforrunares, who were crapped by narure's wrath. Thus food, water and 
medicines so necessary to their well being were not available. Relief in mosr cases was 
slow in coming because of the difficulry of transporting supplies over impassable terrain. 

Stephen H. Smith decided ro do something abour these human tragedies and extended 
his experiments ro include the carrying of parcels of foodsruffs, medicines and other 
relief supplies in his rockers, which might be sent ro stricken areas, in addition to the 
ever-present mail. The inspiration ro carry animate things in his rockets was another forward 
step in his experiments. 

Before we begin ro chronicle these experiments, we should also bear in mind char 
Stephen H. Smith was the firsr of d1e pioneer rocker experiments to successfully transport 
by means of a rocker, live fowl, mice and a snake; starring in 1935, predating by some twcnty­
two years the Soviet's claim of their being the firsr ro set off a live animal carrying rocker. 

The following data is based upon the personal collection of the fare Stephen H. Smith, 
which was acquired after his death in 1951, by Mr. John R. Dilworth, of Philadelphia, Pa., 
the present owner, who is a member of the Board of Directors of Aero Philarelists. 

It is i.nreresring to nore thar rhe frontispiece of the Dilworth collection of Indian 
rockets, bears the following tribute ro Stephen H . Smith:-

"Stephen H . Smith was a rrue pioneer of rocketry in the country of India. He was 
a man endowed with much imagination and a profound inreresr in air power. From the 
years 1934 ro 1944 he experimented with many rypes of rockers and conducted approximately 
80 firings, invariably enclosing some mail in each rocker. Stephen H . Smith by all 
standards was the mosr prolific and surely the mosr ingenious of the contemporary 
rocket experimenters. To him belongs the glory of being rhe first ro convey by means of 
a rocker, nor only parcels of food and medicine, bur live fowl as well. This is his saga, 
for the following items were parr of his personal collection and certain memoranda wrirren 

iO Jn1111<1ry, 19G() 
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Fig . 3. (Collection of John R. Dilworlh ) 

A1Rll1AIL 
ST AMP COLLECTING 

'\i e offer t o collectors the world's mos t efficient service in forming 
outstanding collections of Airmails in every phase of Acrophilatc ly : 
NE\ ISSUES: \\'c maintain a complete ~cw Issue , en·ice oi mint 

Airmail ' tamps, including the scarce is~ues. By subscribing to this 
sen•icc you arc assured of acquiring new items in the mo>t economical 
way. \\'rite for folder gi,·ing full particulars. 

RA RIT I ES: \\' e handle rare airmail i sue which arc i sued in ' 'cry 
limited quan tities and u ually not ob tainable in the open market. 

ERRORS A N D VARIETIES: Through our many connections all over 
the world, we are in a po ition to oifer a large number oi scarce 
errors and varieties 10 our clients. :\lo t of the e i ue a re submitted 
on our :\cw Issue cn·icc as they appeared, before prices increa ed. 

A IR L ET T ER SH EETS : \\'e a lso sen ·icc new i ues of air letter sheets­
a new and very popular field of Aerophilately. Our sen·icc offers 
all new air letter sheets, including scarce i ues. \\'rite for iur the r 
details. 

A CTIO SALES : Our next sale now in preparation, dates oon to 
be announced. If you arc not on our mailing lis t , please write for 
the ca talog of the sale which will include mint , used airmail stamps, 
and many desirable covers. 

We welcome your inquiries regarding any 
of the above services. 

F . w. KESSLER 
500 Fifth Avenue New York 36, N. Y. 
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by his own hand as a means of recording che history and data of his rocket endeavors. 
In che Light of current events his belief in the urility of rockets muse be considered propheric." 

This arricle might never have been written if the author had not come into possession 
of a rather odd souvenir of che Stephen H. Smith rocket experiments. This was a small 
sheet of paper on which was mounted some feathers pasted onro che paper by che orange 
rocket label bearing the legend "R. No. 65 LIVE STOCK," over which Stephen H. Smith 
had written the following "A few feathers from 'Adam' che lsr cock bird to be successfully 
rransporced by Rocker" and signed Stephen H. Smith. See Figure 1. 

The author recalled char he had seen a similar irem in the collecrion of John R. Dilworth, 
which was originally in che archives of Stephen H. Smith. See Figure 2. 

Checking the date in the "Rocker Mail" catalog we learned chat chis revolurionary 
method of carrying Live fowl by means of a rocket began on June 29th, 193 5 in Stephen 
H. Smith's rocker No. 65, named "Livestock." See Figures 3 and 4. 

The following brief comment taken from che " Rocket Mail" catalog is most noteworthy; 
"XII. June 29th, 1935. The world's First Rocket Transport of Livestock was effected, 

when Rocket No. 65 named 'David Ezra' was despatched over the river Damoodar from 
the Damoodar Bank to che Ramkanali bank carrying a young cock and a hen, as well as 
189 specially printed missives, each bearing a reddish brown Rocket stamp overprinted in 
black, with a face value of Rs. 2. When che rocker reached the opposite bank it slid along 
che sandy beach and lay untouched until che arrival of the experimenter. On the rocket 
being opened, it was found that both Adam tlie cock and El1e tlie hen, were 1111i11j11red, but 
rather restive perhaps due co che confined space and any shock they may have experienced 
either in leaving the rack or alighting on the sand. The cock a.nd hen were brought down 
to Calcutta the same day and presented to Sic David Ezra, where they were well and happy 
when che experimenter san' them eighteen months later." 

RY llOC'llRT. 

S Li( ION& .,R .84 

Fig. 5. (Collection of John R. Dilworth) 
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Contents of Rocket . . 
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J •..•••. :
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.. Such Message•. 

2 ... --••• ... . /.. ... ff£).<..-../~ .. .. ...... (Adam) 

3 ... liiJ'9 ......... 1:: .... ~~ ................. (Evo) 

Fig. 4. (Collection of John R. Dilworth) 

These amazing facts so intrigued the author char he delved inro the many other rocket 
flights of Srephen H . Smirh and found, rhat during the se ries of "Sikkim" rocket ex­
periments, another live cock was carried in Rocket No. 84, named "Livestock", on 
September 28th, 1935. See Figures 5 and 6. 

Ir was also discovered that a "snake" (Miss Creepy) was sent up in Rocket No. 127, 
named "John Winrerton," on September Zlsr, 1936. No rocket cover from this experiment 
became available, but the caralog has a most interesting commentary regarding "M iss 
Creepy," and it is quoted herewith in abbreviared form; 

"The 'John Winrerron' which was builr up of rhree different compartments besides 
the magazine chamber, had the unique d istinccion of carrying a /;,.e make (Miss Creepy), 
an apple and a packer of mail. Dozens of eager helpers rushed to rerrieve the rocket, 
a fight almost ensuing as Mr. Smith had promised a rupee co the person who picked up the 
rocket for him. When the rocket was handed over eventually, a small crowd gathered 
around, all demanding a rupee each. When the rocket was opened, Miss Creepy, realizing 
the end of her trip had arrived, gave a leap out of her compartment and sought her 
freedom. The crowd on seeing a snake leap out, were scattered to right and left, rumbling 
over each other. No further demand was made for a rupee, as they thought the rocket 
contained a cargo of snakes-Miss Creepy being the first one to make her appearance." 

The author also discovered that rwo mice (Mr. and M rs. Mousie) were sent up by 
Stephen H . Smith in the world's first rocket train the " Herbert E. Barber" on September 
22nd, 193 7. See Figures 7 and 8. 

Following is an excerpt from " the Rocket Mail Catalog" description; 
"The control and parcel cabin contained the magazine chamber and also carried a 

small boccie of Long John Whisky and one hundred postcards. The passengers saloon in 
this instance was reserved for Mr. and Mrs. Mousie (two mice) who relied on a small 
bottle of Denis Mounie's Gold Leaf Brandy to fortify themselves in case of eventualities." 

Strangely enough, the last three rockets to be utilized for carrying livestock of one 
sort or another were all sent up during the month of September in 1935, 1936 and 1937. 
This choice of the same month over a three·year period in itself might very well be coin-
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cidental, bur by rhe same roken ir could also mean that Stephen H . Smith had in some 
way discovered that September was more propitious than the other months for his livestock 
carrying rockers. 

In view of all the above evidence, ir may truthfully be stated char Stephen H . Smith 
was the first experimenter to carry medicine, food, livestock and ocher supplies over long 
distances by means of rockers to inaccessible places. 

Ir may also be said without fear of contradiction char S tephen H. Smith's many and 
varied rocker experiments may well be considered as the forerunners of the many types 
of rocket missiles now in use by the military services of the great powers in the world. 

In conclusion, the author would like to reiterate that to Stephen H. Smith belongs the 
glory for all time for being the first individual to send live things into space via means of 
a rocket, Russia's claims notwithstanding. 

TO JOIN AERO PHILATELISTS 
See Page 84 
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URUGUAY 

The Commencement Of Air Mail Service 
The 1910 Cattaneo 'Flight" 

By ROBERT HOFFMANN 

Preface 

On June 9, 1958, H. R. Harmer, Ltd. of London, England sold at aucrion the Roths­
child air mail collection. Included among the items in this auction sale was the very rare 
URUGUAY CATTANEO flight card of 1910 from Colonia, Uruguay co Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. (See Fig. I.} This December 18, 1910 flight has always been listed in the 
air mail catalogues as rhe first air mail flight in Uruguay. The post cards flown on the 
flight, handscamped "Aeroplano Cattaneo", are considered desirable and much sought-after 
rarities by both Uruguayan and air mail specialisrs. 

On the occasion of his visit ro the United States in 1958, I discussed this piece with 
Mr. Robert H offmann, the well-known collector of Uruguay. This was before che auction 
sale in London. Mr. Hoffmann confided chat he had reservations abou t whether this 
was indeed a flown icem. H owever, Mr. Hoffmann did decide ro place a bid on the lor, 
although it was unsuccessful. The purchaser was the French collector, M. Jean Gravelar, 
whose successful bid was 55 British pounds or $154.00. 

Upon his rerurn home to Argentina, Mr. H offmann continued his interest in chis 
flight and, when he was in Colonia, searched the newspaper files for information about 
ir. H e reasoned that a successful flight across che wide Rio de la Plata in 1910 should 
have occasioned as much newspaper notice and fame as the lacer Bleriot flight from France 
across the English Channel. In this search, he unearthed che following account of this 

76 

Fig. I. The rare 1910 pod card, now in the collection of Mr. Jean Gravelat of France. 
(Photos through coustesy of Mr. Gravelat) . 
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famous flight. Mr. H offmann wrote his story in Spanish, and asked me ro prepare the 
following nor quire literal rranslarion. (Philip Sill er) 

The Commencement of Air Mail Service in Uruguay 

Not 191 0 But 1912 

The aeronautic history of the Rio de la Plata countries begins in 1910 wirh the 
successes and rriumphs of the Italian aviator Bartolome Cattaneo, Mr. Catcineo being 
jusrifiably considered the father of Uruguayan aviacion. On December 16, 1910 he 
achieved his stupendous air crossing of the Rio de la Plata from rhe park of rhe Argentine 
Sport Club at Palermo, Buenos Aires, ro the bull ring El Real de San Carlos near Colonia, 
Uruguay. This was accomplished wirh an unscheduled descent at Cerros de San Juan, 
a lirde north of Colonia, because the aviator had losr the most direct roure to Colonia and 
had ro land to get his bearing~. The distance of the first leg of the flight was 58 km. and of 
the second 32 km. Catcineo lefr Buenos Aires at 14.02 hours and arrived ar Colonia ar 17 
hours. Thus, his roral elapsed rime was just under three hours. This crossing, comparable 
only ro the famous crossing of rhe English Channel by the French aviator Bleriot, which 
caused such an incernarional sensation, was larer repeared by other aviators such as Theodore 
Fels, who made a round trip flight from Buenos Aires ro Montevideo in September, 1917 . 
Bur the fame of the lralian aviator is all rhe more firmly established because he was the 
first who dared ro cross the warers of the Rio de la Plata which was considered a tremendous 
risk ar the time. 

The rerum flight from Colonia ro Buenos Aires, planned for December 18, 1910, two 
days after his arrival, was carefully organized by the aviator and provided for postal 
authorization ro carry mail. The Posr Office authorities delivered ro him a sealed bag of mail 
in accordance with the following telegraphic auchorizacion of Sr. Garcia Santos, Administrator 

rCl-8 
C9-l 5 

Cl6-17 
CIS-19 
C20-21 
C22-23 
C24-32 
C33-34 

Vatican City Air Mail FDC 
SPECIAL OFFER 

Flown to France regist. RR . 
2nd a ir mail set 
Tobias (30 000 sets issued) .... 
U. P. U. (40,000 sets issued) .. 

Gratianus on cacheted FDC __ ······-··-···--··---· 
Dome I st issue, regist. _ ......... . 
Now Obsolete on 3 each FDC 
Dome 2nd issue on each. FDC . 

$22.00 
5.75 

65.00 
32.00 
40.00 
18.50 
7.00 
5.25 

We have the finest assortment of First and Specia l Flights, Zeppeli n, 
JET, VATICAN CITY, Approvals. References p lease if unknown to us. 

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO. 
Est. 19 12 

S. l . Bayer, Prop. 

I 16 Nassau Street, New York 38, N. Y . 
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Fig. 2. The reverse side of the card showing the Buenos Aires backstamp December 21 , 1910. 

General of the Department of Colonia, direcred to Sr. del Cerro, the local postmaster: 

"Administrator of Posts and Telegraphs of Colonia. 
No inconvenience exisc.s to comply with your application to dispatch correspondence 
through conduct of aviator Catcineo, always providing delivery to the Argentine 
Posr Office. Mail and printed matter muse be properly franked and enclosed in 
sealed wrappings. I wish to thank Sr. Camineo in the name of the General Ad­
minisrracion for his gallant offer which-being accepted-compromises che under­
signed in the name of the Uruguayan postal insrirurion to thankfulness." 

However, the flight never took place. No reason is known for the lase minute cancella­
tion of the return flight from Colonia, bur ic may be assumed that bad weather, unfavorable 
winds or ocher similar conditions caused the suspension. The following public notice 
appeared in the Colonia Newspaper on December 20, 1910: 

"Latesr notice:- We have received an announcement at the last moment that 
Carranco has cancelled bis air flight and is rerurning to Buenos Aires aboard 
the steamer ADRIA TIC." 

There is an interesting sidelight to this story. In examining some old air mail catalogues 
of 1921 and 1928, one is struck by the face that the flight is described as between Montevideo 
and Buenos Aires. Later catalogue listings show the flight correctly as between Colonia 
and Buenos Aires. Since, however, this mail never did fly, it is the writer's suggestion 
that future catalogue listings show the 1912 flight from Salto to Montevideo, also made 
by Catcineo, as the number one Uruguay flight, which by the way is another most interesting 
story, because a distance of 500 km. at chat time was almost as sensational as crossing a 
river or channel. The 1910 "flight" covers muse, nevertheless, be considered interesting 
and desirable items and perhaps listed similar the stamp issues "prepared bur not issued." 
It is, furthermore, interesting co know that owing to this failure, the Argentine air mail 
history got ahead of the Uruguayan, because the same Italian aviator Cattaneo accomplished 
the firsc Argentine airmail flight from Rosario to Buenos Aires on June 25, 1911. 

So, Caccineo and his plane rcrumed to Buenos Aires on the ADRIA TIC and thus 
ended the artempt to return by air as he had come. 

7 January, 1960 
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Based on the foregoing, we cannot say that the very rare postal pieces bearing the legend 
"Por Aeroplane Camineo," prepared for a flight on December 18, 1910 are in any way 
mere conrrivances. It is sufficient to know chat che flight was honesdy planned and 
prepared until the last mome.nt bur was never realized and the mail officially enrrusred 
ro Cananeo in a sealed pouch was dispatched to Buenos Aires via ordinary river mail. Such 
correspondence has a Buenos Aires receiving scamp of December 21, 1910. 

Editorial 
Mint or Used? Neither! 

For a long rime, the question of whether one should collect mint or used has come under 
much discussion. Obviously, the less experienced collectors seek guidance as to which way is 
preferable. This question no doubt arises because of rhe pricing practices in most standard 
catalogs. Practically all stamps are priced two ways-unused and cancelled. Generally catalogs 
price mint higher than used copies. Most of those offering advice on this problem straddle 
the issue. They point out the advantages to both ways, thus leaving the final choice to 
the collector himself. 

The exceptions are those partisan collectors or dealers, who lobby for their own pref­
erence. If one is an ardent used stamp specialise, he can only see virrues in his method 
of collecting. In order to prove his point, he has to knock everything about collecting 
mint scamps. Bur in actual practice. such views are extreme, and rhe picture is not as black 
nor as white as such prejudiced people make it. 

However. a specialise, such as an air mail stamp collecror, need nor have to contend 
with chis problem. The field is big, and rhu~ he should vary his stamps, having some mint, 
others used as well as some stamps on covers. There is just one don/ . When air mail 
stamps come in secs, do not combine some denominations unused with others used in the 
same set. Have each set complete either mint or used. 

Aero-philatelists can form exceedingly interesting collections. Some of che most 
colorful stamps are best collected unused. Free from any markings, che graphic arts' appeal 
is best displayed by mint copies. Bur if one is collecting foreign air mail stamps in particular, 
he should seek some copies with cancellations showing town marks and dares. Just a rouch 
of a cancel is philarelically insignificant. The attraction to used ~camps, as European collectors 
who originated this will cell you, is the proof of postal use. So rhe more a cancellation 
discloses, rhe more desirable it becomes. 

Cover collecting has grown enormously in recent times. An air mail cover is fascinating 
because ir generally shows how fast the mail was delivered. Some stamps were used on 
historical flights by famous aviators. Having the complete article, the stamp on the cover 
represents rhe ulcimate for many collectors. 

Ir is our opinion that the air stamp specialist, who adheres ro either mint or used, is 
depriving himself of borh pleasure and knowledge about his stamps. Furthermore, looking 
over an album with page after page of stamps all the same wav becomes rather boring. Bur 
placing some copies with interesting cancellations, covers or even unused blocks on a page 
breaks rhe monorony. 

From our experience, all of the top contemporary air mail collectors started out with 
a printed album. After some years, the collection was remounted from a printed album 
onto blank pages, where the collector could do his own writing-up. Those no"· beginning 
would be well advised to follow the same example. 

The "sad sack" collector is the one who fears that he has reached the saturation point. 
He has all the stamps he can afford. Those missing numbers are che very expensive stamps 
far beyond his means. So at this point, such a collecror is about to give up. He needs 
rejuvenation. One of the best ways of overcoming such a feeling of frustration is ro remount 
his collection. He re-examines stamps that he had nor looked at closely for sometime. He 
notices new things on the stamps he owns. He has entered into an entirely new world. So 
a.n air mail stamp specialist must have unlimited horizons. 1f, ar rhe very beginning, he 
decides co confine his colleccion to either minr or used, he defeats his own purpose by narrowing 
his field. Collect air mail scamps all ways and remember "variety is the spice of life." 
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A Second Look At 
THE RF OVERPRINTS 

le is now about rwo years since I wrote about the RF markings applied by the French 
Navy to United Stares air mail stamps and postal stationery during the North African 
campaign in World War U {1944-45). It will be remembered that this study first appeared 
in chis magazine as a three-part series (AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS Vol. V, Nos. 3-4 and 
Vol. VI, No. 1) and then in October, 1958 it was published as a unit by the Collectors 
Club's Theodore E. Steinway M emorial Publication Fund. Then followed much publicity 
in stamp periodicals here and abroad, especially when reviews of the RF handbook appeared. 

Re visions By The Scott a nd Sa na bria Catalogues 

The first interesting development was the action taken by the American catalogs-Scott 
and Sanabria. Boch these fine reference books followed rhe information in my studies 
without one amendment. and in the following editions of both catalogs, the listings and 
pricings in " the Score Catalogue, and Scott U.S. Specialized Catalogue ( 1959 Editions) " 
were changed. Larer on the newest edition of "the Sanabria Air Post Catalogue" issued 
in the summer of 1959 revised its listings and pricing of the RF overprints. The importance 
of such quick catalog reaction cannot be too highly stressed. 

Now what did most dealers and stamp auction houses do? As only proper, they 
followed the new catalogue listings. But this unfortunately cannot apply to all dealers. 
Some just wont give in, and they continue selling RF material chat has been shown to be 
either bogus or counterfeit. Furthermore, they do it in a clever manner. When selling 
RF overprints at auction, they list the material and then at the very end insert the old 
catalogue number and price, ending with ( 1958) in parenthesis. Ochers describe the RF 
material that has been removed from the catalogues and then end with the statement: "Sold 
as is." 

Correspondence has come from rwo collectors, who purchased such catalog delisted RF 
overprints in recent months. First of all, in mentioning the purchase prices for these auction 
lots, they paid a good percentage of t.he old catalog lisr price. But more important, they 
did nor understand the auction catalog description in char the price and catalogue number 
referred to the 1958 edition and not the new revised 1959 one. Boch collectors felt chat 
they had been deceived by such questionable trade practices, and I know one tried to have 
his money refunded by offering to return his lots. I never learned if he had been successful. 
Ir is my hope, and I feel sure that most all collectors and dealers share chis view, chat from 
now on all RF overprints will. be sold only by che most recent catalogue listing and prices. 

Inquiries For Ma t e ria l 

The sales of the handbook were most pleasing and resulred in many letters coming from 
readers. The correspondence evidenced several interesting marcers. RF overprints arc 
being collectd by substantial people, not the sheet buyers and shoe-box type of "sramp saver." 
Letters came mostly from doctors, dentists, college professors, engineers and bankers. So 
many asked: "Do you have any duplicates to sell? Do you know where I can buy RF's?" 
As I wrote to one correspondent, in collecting RF's since they first became known to me 
in 1945, I have had exactly one duplicate cover. I too am still seeking material for my own 
collection, which is far from complete with all types known on both the air mail adhesives and 
the postal stationery. Alt these inquiries demonstrate clearly that bona-fide RF material is 
very scarce. In facr, I think it is easier (provided one has the money) to buy a copy of 
the U.S. 1918 24c air mail inverted center than genuinely flown RF cover. 

Unused (Mint) RF 

When finishing my lengthy printed comments after a prolonged examination of much 
minr material, I concluded as follows: 
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HF OrERPRI.Y1'. 

"Unused scamps and scamped envelopes with RF overprints do not seem to be genuine." 

The impact of the results of rhar study seemed to have surprised many, and some 
appear ro have adopted the art:itude of the legendary stubborn Irish-American, who said: 
"You are 100% right, but I'm still not convinced." 

Some people raised the question whether some RF overpri.nts now existing in mint 
condition could nor have been legitimately made, because the Naval Directives for rhe use 
of the RF markings may nor have been fully understood by everyone handling this mail. 
There is no question but that experience shows that in philately one usually encounters an 
exception. Thus it could be with unused RF's. 

The matter co stress here, however, is what the study of rhe material disclosed. Since 
doing this work in 1958, I have continued examining many more mint RF overprints-in 
singles, blocks and two more full sheets. B11t not one oYerprint on a mint (opy tallied 
fa,,orably with the known genuine. Until a good authority on RF's comes forth with some 
mint stamps that satisfies him and the other students that the overprint is genuine, then I 
believe that we. all must hold ro the accepted opinion that the unused material is nor genuine. 

On the ocher hand, we can have genuine unused copies (without gum). A number of 
legitimate covers exist where rhe stamp is not tied ro the cover by a cancellation. Some are 
illustrated in the handbook. One may remove an untied adhesive from such a cover and then 
have a genuine unused copy, although this would be philatelic multilation. But even if one 
were foolish enough to remove an uncancelled genuine copy from a cover, what point has he 
proved? 

Among the volume of correspondence received, there was one letter, that I feel , may 
offer a good clue ro rhe reason why a quantity of RF overprints in mint condition became. 
available to collectors. I quote from parts of rhis letter: 

"I read your RF book and might say 'I was there.' I was in Casablanca, North Africa, 
from Christmas 1942 to Thanksgiving 1945. I sold and bought lots of stamps. 

"As for the RF's, I bought l,000 six-cent air mail stamps at a rime and sold them to a 
local wholesale dealer. And he in turn would contact the differenr ship capcains and have 
them place the RF overprint on the sheets and sell them to retail dealers. 

"It was an inrerescing game with a quick turnover for a linle profit. If I had stayed 
in North Africa for another six months, I would have had complete mint sheers for 
practically all the R. F. issues, but Uncle Sam said 'move on.' I did nor handle any covers to 
be overprinted.''- G. W . G., Illinois. 

NEW U. N. POSTAL STATIONERY 
SOUVENIR FOLDER 

C'o11t11ining one ench of the follo"·ing: 

7c Air Mail Envelope Size 13 

7c Air Mail Envelope Size 8 

Sc Air Mail Postal Card 
Euch of the abO'I"<' items with the specia l ept. 21st first clo~· 1:. X. eanecllntion. 

$2.00, poat free from: 

AERO PHILATELISTS 
22 Ea>t 35th trt't:t New York 16. N. Y. 
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RF orERPRT.\"l' . 

Bogus and Counterfeit RF 

Another pleasant aftermath co this RF work was having Mr. William W. Wylie, 
Editor of "Western Scamp Collector", se.nd me some letters and dippings in his personal 
file relating to the RF overprints. Most all of it was from the preceeding editor of this 
stamp newspaper, the late Al Burns, who had turned it over to his successor, W . W. Wylie. 
I wenr over this correspondence carefully, bur found lirtle that added co my knowledge 
with the exception of one letter. This was written on April 7, 1948 by a Mr. Louis I. 
Schreiber, P. 0. Box 150, Elizabeth, N . J. It came, as ocher correspondence in the Burns 
file indicated, because "Western Stamp Collector" had published some data on the RF over­
prints earlier in 1948. I have never heard of Louis I. Schreiber, known of him nor ever 
found anyone who did know him. Bur what he wrote in 1948-ten years before the hand­
book appeared-agrees pracrically completely with the conclusions drawn from my studies. 
Here is chis letter: 

"The following information is submitted concerning the 'R. F.' overprinrs on U. S. 
¢:'C25: 

"I. Under the terms of an agreement between the U. S. Forces and the French Forces 
in North Africa ( 1944) French. Military and Naval Personnel were permitted to use 
U. S. C25 on airmail letters addressed ro U. S. territory. 

"2. Supplies of C25 (and also the 6c airmail stamped envelopes with and without colored 
borders) were distributed co various Fren(h N<t1'al Post Offices, where they were sold for 
three francs each. 

"3. Under the terms of the abovementioned agreement, U.S. airmail stamps used by 
French personnel were to be marked by the Naval Post Office in such a manner as co 
identify the mail matter as having originated at a French Naval Pose Office. Ir was 
decided that the stamp used by the French Forces would be marked 'R. F.' (Republique 
Francaise), and postmarked 'Posce Navale.' 

"4. As no provisions were made for the disrriburion of standard marking devices, Naval 
Post Offices which sold C25, were obliged to obtain 'R. F.' marking devices locally, the 
result being that many different types are known. 

"5. U.S. C25 was definitely sold at the French Naval Bases at; Algiers, Bone, Oran, 
in Algeria; Bizerre, Tunis in Tunisia; Casablanca in Morocco; and no doubt, in a number 
of other places in North and West Africa. 

r·lt is the opinion of the writer, that only used (and preferrably used 011 cover) copies 
possess philatelic valrte. (Italics are mine.) 

"The above information was obtained in part from the Adjutant General of the U.S. 
Army, the Office of the 2nd Asst. Postmaster General, and personal mail contact between 
the writer and the French Naval Forces in North Africa in 1944-45. 

"I would be glad to try co answer questions of W. S. C. (Western Scamp Collector) 
readers, however, a stamped, addressed envelope would be appreciated.'' 

M y memory goes back to 1948 to recall that there were then only a few specialists 
inreresced in this RF air mail. So obviously Mr. Schreiber's most informative and correct 
letter to the editor of "Western Stamp Collector" was not published, but instead placed in 
his file. What a shame! If this information had become known, then much lacer grief 
would have been avoided because collectors aft-er 1948 would have had the facts before 
them, and not had purchased all the doubtful and counterfeit material they did. Also 1 am 
inclined ro think char the editor of Scott, who first listed and priced RF overprints in that 
catalogue, would have discounted the story given him by his sources of information, and 
instead would have based the original Score catalogue listings upon the source material 
chat Mr. Schreiber had received from Officials and the Post Office, as he had written to 
the editor of "Western Stamp Collector." Of course, it must be admitted by me that 
the finding of this lerrer was a source of great personal satisfaction, because practically all 
of the main points made in my later RF studies agree with the information written in this 
1948 lerrer. (H. M. G.) 
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ever paid for a single airmail stamp, $I 1,500, was paid in 
a 1957 Harmer Rooke auction for the 25c on I Oc "Black 
Honduras" (Scott ;t:-C 12, cataloguing $I 7 ,500). The previous 
record price of $5 ,300 was paid in 1939 for this very stamp. 

Let us sell your finest airmails for top prices, too! 
Consult us now. 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
560 Fifth Ave. (at 46th), New York 36. 

l n ttrtw lional .tl11ctioncers of F ine lamps 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

~ ~··~ I ~ 
~ PHI LAT ELI STS 
~ 
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AERO PHILATELISTS, Inc. 
22 EAST 35th STREET, NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

I hereby apply for admission to membership in A ERO PHILATELISTS. Annual 
dues of $5.00 arc remitted herewith and arc to be returned to me if my application is 
not accepted. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

City. Town or Village 

OCCUPATIO~ 

SPECIALIZIXG rx 

APPLICA.~T'S SIG:'.lrATURE 

trcet 

Zonc State 

REFERENCES 

Each applicant is requested to furnish two references preferably philatelic. 

References : 

1. NAME 

AD DRE ...................................................................................................... . 
Z. NAME 

ADORE S 

EXTRACTS PROM BY-LAWS, ARTICLE Ill-MEMBERSHIP 

Any person oi good character interested in aero-philately, over the age of twenty-one, 
and who will be an asset to the Society, may become a member. Application for membcr­
~hip shall be in writing, and shall be accompanied by annual dues of $5.00 

Jonuary, 1960 
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RARITY AND SERVICE 

There is something rare about fine service ; yet you 

fi nd rariry and service gee together at Harmer's. 

Philatelic Gems of the greatest rariry and Philatelic 

Service of the first degree meet to mutual advantage 

at 

6 W est 48th Street, N ew Y ork 



You can't collect airstarnps without -

THE NEW 
SANABRIA CATALOGUE 

NOW ON SALE 

SINCE 193~ THE COMPLETE GUIDE 

FOR THE AIRPOST COLLECTOR 

This latest edition contains MORE cover listings, MORE spe­

cialized items, MORE varieties, PLUS the only comprehensive 

listing of essays, proofs, and specimens; also the very latest 

up-to-date air letter section. 

Price $12.50 

Available only from the publishers -

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., Inc. 
A. Medawar, Pres. 

521 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 


