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UNITED STATES
Counterfeit Autographs
1918 First Trip Covers

“O1d philatelie fakes never seem to die; they don’t even fade away.”” Thus,
one can paraphrase this well-known saying because so often the same philatelie
simulations keep appearing.

»
Arro Glub of Amrrica /WM‘Z—@
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Fig. |. A cover with the counterfeit autographs. (Photos by Boutrelle)
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Years ago—a few air mail authorities have dated it in 1918 when the

first UU. 8. government flights took place — a forger added historical signi-
ficance to covers with the first and second air mail stamps of the United States.
A few more of the 24¢ red and blue (C3) covers appear to have these eounter-

feit autographs than ones with the 16e¢ green (('2) air mail. The writer does
not recall seeing these fraudulent signatures on any 6Ge orange (C1) stamp
first flight covers.

According to the writer’s memory, not a year has gone by without a friend
proudly showing him a great piece just acquired. Usually it is a May 15, 1918
or June 3, 1918 First Trip cover with the 24e air mail (C3) that has four
historical autographs on it. These fakes always seem to have been written in
approximately the same place on long legal-sized covers with the corner card
of the Aero Club of Ameriea, 297 Madison Avenue, New York City and usually
with the typewritten name and address of Henry Woodhouse. The counterfeit
autographs arve those of (President) WOODROW WILSON, (Rear Admiral
Robert B.) PEARY, (Postmaster General) 4. 8. BURLESON and (President
Theodore Roosevelt) always written as this: ** Hearty Congratulations on the
greal achievement! T. ROOSEVELT.”

A few covers seen with these counterfeit autographs have an additional
one of the 1918 pilot® such as the one illustrated in Fig. 1. However, most of

*According to the flight ecatalogs, sueh as the “American Airmail Catalogue” and the
“Standard Airpost Catalogue (1931 edition),” the pilot for the June 3, 1818 flight from
New York to Boston, Mass. was a French aviator by the name of Lt. FANNELLE, not Vanel
a8 imitated on the illustrated cover.

Arrs @Glub

297 MADISON

-3

Fig. 2. A cover similar to Fig. | but with Admiral Robert E. PEARY's own handwriting. The arrow
points to the forged signature as written on Fig. I.
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Fig. 3. (Left] A genuine A.S. BURLESON autograph and (right) the forged one as written on the
Fig. | cover,

the covers seen are on the June 3. 1918 New York-Boston First Trip franked
with the 24¢ air mail stamp and having only four counterfeited autographs,
not the fifth of the aviator.

Comparison Of The Genuine With The False Autographs

This article will analyze and compare just two of the four autographs,
those of Admiral Peary and Postmaster General Burleson. If one owns or can
examine a genuine autograph of both Presidents Theodore Roosevelt and Woaod-
row Wilson, and then compare them to the forgeries on 1918 covers similar to
the one shown here (Fig. 1), the differences are rather apparent so that one
can see where these fraudulent signatuves arve far from perfect imitations.

The Peary Autograph

The true philatelic expert knows that it is always best to work with com-
parative material ; reliance upon one’s memory is helpful but secondary. Thus,
the cover shown in Fig. 2 turns out to be a wonderful reference piece. This
is a New York to Boston June 3. 1918 First Trip cover similar in many re-

We are philatelic auctioneers
and specialize

in providing

a competitive market

for stamp collections

and other philatelic properties

Over 30 years experience
assures the maximum
in results

Your inquiry is welcome

IRWIN HEIMAN
INC.
Serving American Philately Since 1926

2 WEST 46th STREET NEW YORK 36, N.Y.

ROOM 708 & Tel.: JU 2.2303
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spects to the Fig. 1 cover. One exception is that the Fig. 2 cover was addressed
to Mr. Henry Woodhouse, ¢/o Rear Admiral Robert E. Peary, Portland, Maine.
After receipt, it was returned by Admiral Peary to the sender at a later date.
This was most fortunate because Admiral Peary re-addressed this cover in his
own hand. Consequently, this reforwarding address turns out to be most help-
ful material for a ecomparison to the counterfeit Peary autograph on Fig. 1.
In order to make this comparison easier, the fraudulent autograph of Peary
on the Fig. 1 cover has been mounted alongside his own handwriting on the
Fig. 2 cover. There are, of course, five letters in the name **Peary.”” With
the exception of the capital *“P’" the other four appear more than onee in his
handwritten address on Fig. 2. Just study the lower case “*e,”” “*a,”" “*r’" and
“yv'" in both Figs. 1 and 2. The great variations need not be pointed out;
they are obvious. Therefore, the **Peary’’ autograph on the Fig. 1 cover is
counterfeit. Q. K. D,
The Burleson Autograph

Postmaster General Burleson’s signature is not searce, because there are
many U. 8. proofs with his signature. In Fig. 3, one of his autographs taken
from a proof has been placed on the left. To its right is the counterfeit auto-
graph as written on the Fig. 1 cover. FEach one of the ten letters in these two
“*A. 8. Burleson'’ signatures show wide differences. Proof that the one on
Fig. 1 cover is a forgery. Again Q. E. D.

Conclusion

A forger wants to imitate the original as closely as possible.  Consequently,
he usually has the genuine to use as a model from whieh to copy. Sinee famous
Americans, such as Admiral Peary, Postmaster General Burleson and Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson, either personally participated or were closely connected
with the 1918 first flights, they did oblige a few with their autographs. These,
however, are exceedingly searce,

It is entirely different with the counterfeit autographed ecovers. They
are relatively plentiful. It eannot be estimated how many were manufactur-
ed. But compared to the rare covers with genuine autographs, our estimate
would be something as one genuine to every 1000 eounterfeits. Thus, one can
see that his chances of securing a genuine item for his collection are very slim.

Since covers such as the one in Fig. 1 with the forged signatures of Wood-
row Wilson, Peary, A. S. Burleson and T. Roosevelt have been coming into
philateliec hands rather regularly, it is hoped that this analytical artiele will
prove helpful. The newer collector and dealer appears to be unaware of these
counterfeit covers, and thus are the ones fooled. Nevertheless, the writer was
surprised about a year ago when a veteran collector of United States stamps,
who oceasionally writes for various stamp papers, came up with one of these
fraudulent covers. After he was informed by the writer, this collector ad-
mitted that he had never known nor heard of these forged signatures. It this
article is suceessful in getting the word around, then in time this information
may stop the sale of these deceptive covers. This is our hope. (M. M. i.)

TO JOIN AERO PHILATELISTS
See Page 56

32 October, 1961



UNITED STATES
The 16¢ Air Mail Stamp of 1918

Fake Cancellation, July 15, 1918
On Cover With Block Of Four

‘kug 4
Bleenrsh

H. A. Robinette
15 3rd St., N.r.
Washington, D. C.

Fig. I. Cover with counterfeit Philadelphia, July 15, 1918 cancellation on block of four of the
l6c air mail stamps of 1918, Scott C2. (W. J. Chamberlin collection)

In the April, 1961 issue ol the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS, Volume VIII,
Number 4, an article was published on a counterfeit May 15, 1918, First Trip,
New York cancellation found on a bloek of four of the 24¢ air mail stamp of
1918, Scott (3. The promise was made that future articles would be ineluded
in this magazine if additional counterfeit May 15, 1918 eancellations should be
found on FIRST TRIP covers emanating from Philadelphia or Washington.
No such material has been seen in the intervening six months. This is not
surprising, The counterfeit cancellation is the exeeption which is all to the
good for philately.

Aero Philatelists held its fourteenth annual convention in Atlantie City
from Oectober 21-23, 1960. On display in the air mail section were more than
eighty frames of exceptional air mail material submitted by members of Aero
Philatelists from all over the country. The writer recalls one very interesting
exhibit of Early United States Air Mmil And Zeppelin Covers submitted by
Mr. W. J. Chamberlin of Corvallis, Orvegon. One cover, purporting to have a
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first flight, Philadelphia, July 15, 1918 eancellation on a bloek of four of the
16¢ air mail stamps of 1918, Scott (2, aroused our curiosity. Unfortunately,
because of the press of administrative duties occasioned by the first day of issue
ceremonies for the new Te fire-red air mail eoil stamp, the annual convention
and the Saturday night banquet, it was impossible to examine this cover and
eancellation as elosely as would have been desired. The writer later correspond-

Fig. 2. Various types of 1918 and 1919 cancellations used on air mail stamps on covers emanating
from Philadelphia, Pa.
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ed with Mr. Chamberlin and he was kind enough to submit his cover for ex-
amination and study.  Now it definitely may be stated, after considerable study,
that this cover shown in figure 1 bears a counterfeil cancellation,

Some counterfeits may defy detection. With due deference to some of our
better philatelie forgers, this one seems to be a rather erude job, good enough
to fool only the relative newcomer in philately who does not know the genuine.
But, with the inerease in first day cover collecting, there exists today for the
fakers a virgin territory of new collectors interested in acquiring first day or
first trip cancellations on some of the older United States air mails stamps.
Of course, a block of four on first day or first flight cover is an even more de-
sirable piece.

A cursory glance at this counterfeit cancellation, when seen in the frames
at Atlantie City, indicated that *‘there was something rotten in the State of
New Jersey.”” This did not resemble any of the known cancellations from
Philadelphia. Over the years, the writer has examined a great number of July
15, 1918 covers emanating from that eity. Not only did this cancellation bear
no similarity to known legitimate Philadelphia cancellations, it did not even re-
semble any ecancellations found on air mail stamps during 1918 or any year
thereafter. It should be stressed, of course, that Philadelphia cancellations are
less common than those of New York or Washington. When the first scheduled
air mail route was established on May 15, 1918, it included all three eities, Wash-
ington, New York and Philadelphia. However, although Washington and New
York eontinued to remain foeal points on this first air mail route, Philadelphia
lost this distinetion after a little more than one year. The last flight from
Philadelphia to New York and Washington took place on Saturday. July 19,
1919 on the occasion of the first.flights at the new reduced 2¢ air mail rate.

3 Copies of C3a

Sold for $25,450

In 10 months we have sold three U.S. 24c airmail inverts for $25450. Position
14, sold most recently, wen to a New Jersey collector for $9,000 at private sale.

The Dr. Cole copy, position 32, was bought by a New York dealer for $7,250,
despite a crease, in our May 10 auction. Its earlier selling price: $4,500.

The T. Charlton Henry copy, pesition 94 with sheet margin, brought $9,200
[then a record) in our sale of Dec. 16, 1960. The buyer was a New England
collector. i

Let us handle your rare airmails.

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc.

560 Fifth Avenue (at 46th St.), New York 36, N.Y.

International Auctioneers of Fine Stamps
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On the following Monday, July 21, 1919, Philadelphia was dropped from the
air mail route.

For comparative purposes, illustrated herewith are the various kinds of
canecellations used from Philadelphia during the period noted above, May 15,
1918 to July 19, 1919, (See Figure 2.) These eancellations fall into the fol-
lowing five main groupings:

(1.)  The large circular rubber handstamp reading AIR MAIL SERVICE
WASHINGTON N.Y. PHILA. inside the top perimeter and the
point of origin, PHILA. at the bottom of the ecirele. The diameter
of the cirele is 32.5mm. and the handstamp has 4 killer bars at the
right, in addition. May 15, 1918 caneellations inelude the words
FIRST TRIP. (See Figure 2a.)

(2.) The same ecircular handstamp as in (1.) above without the words
FIRST TRIP. The date slug comes with and without the hour.
Where no hour appears, the date is a three-line inseription. Those
with the hour slug are in four lines, the hour being invariably on
the third line. (See Figures 2e, 2d, 2e, 2f, 2g, 2h, 2j and 2L.)

(3.) Cireular steel handstamp as in Figure 2b measuring 26mm. in dia-
meter. The vear appears outside and slightly to the 8. E. of the
cirele. The words PHILA. PA are inside the top perimeter and the

2k

Fig. 2. (Continued)
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Fig. 3. Counterfeit Philadelphia, Pa., July 15, 1918 cancellation on a block of four of the lbc air
mail stamps of 1918, Scott C2. (William P. Laird collection. Photo by Boutrelle)

name of the station appears at the bottom of the ecirele. Date and
hour are in two lines. There is a variant of this type in which the
word PHILADELPHIA is not abbreviated. Both types come with
horizontal grid killers at right. These have number centers with
three bars above and below the center portion.

(4 Circular machine cancellation as in Figure 2i. The diameter of the
cirele is 2Ilmm. and there are six wavy lines at right. Note the ab-
senee of the year. Thé cover from which this illustration was made
is backstamped August 3, 1918

(5.)  Circular machine cancellation as in Figure 2k. with seven horizontal
killer lines at right. Diameter of the eirele is 21mm.

Examination of these five major types of Philadelphia cancellations in-
dicates that only type 2i bears a remote resemblence to the counterfeit cancel-
lation shown in Figure 1 and this only because of the position of the unabbre-
viated “PHILADELPHIA" in the top of the eirele. All the known genuine
cancellations used on July 15, 1918 first flight covers from Philadelphia with
the 16¢ air mail stamp are as shown in Figures 21, 2g and 2h. So, one may
reason that the maker of the counterfeit was trying to simulate one of these.
However, he failed miserably in many particulars. Compare the characteristies
of both the genuine and counterfeit cancellations, as follows:

Genwine cancellations — Figures 2f, 2g, and 2h.

1. The height of the letters in **JUL™ is 31omm.

2. The height of the letters in the hour, **12M,”" is 3lomm.

3. The letters in “*.JUL™" are thin and narrow, slightly under 2mm.
wide.

4. The top stroke of the 17" in **15°" points to the left. The top
strokes of the “*1's"" in “*1918"" are very short and point down-
ward to the left.

5. The base of the **17" in **15°" has a horizontal bar.

G. The 5" in “*15"" leans to the right.

7. The *“5™ in ‘15" has a long tail.

X. There is a round ball at the end of the tail in “*5."

9. The ““5" in 15" is 3mm. wide. The **8"" and “*9"" of 1918 are
2mm. wide.
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10. July is abbreviated ““JUL"

11. The eancellation bears the words AIR MAIL SERVICE WASH.
N.Y. PHILA. at the top and sides of the ecircle and the word
PHILA. at the bottom.

Counterfeit cancellation — Figure 1.

1. The height of the letters in ““JULY’ is 334mm.

2. The height of the letters in the hour, 6PM, is 23jmm.

3. The letters in **JULY "’ are thick and 21omm. wide.

4. The top strokes of the **1°" in **15"" and in **1918"" point down-
ward to the left. All such strokes are uniform in width.

5. The base of the **1"" in **15"" has no horizontal bar.

6. The “*5"" in **15"" is upright.

7. The **5"" in ““15"" has a short tail,

8. There is no round ball at the end of the tail in “*5.7"

9. The numbers 57", “*8"" and **9"" are 2V4mm. wide.

10, “*JULY " is spelled out with the “*Y'" at end.

11. PHILADELPHIA PA. occupies the top and sides of the inside
of the eirele and ““1918"" appears at the bottom where “*PHILA."’
normally appears in the genuine,

The counterfeiter prepared an attractive cover for his vietims, Note that
the handstamp is almost perfectly centered on the block of four 16e stamps.
Should any reader feel that this eounterfeit caneellation is an isolated example,
a photograph of a similar, although not so well centered counterfeit cancella-
tion supplied by Mr. William P. Laird of Minneapolis, Minnesota (See Figure
3.) is shown. Points of similarity ean be seen at a glance and need no {further
analysis.

There are other general characteristics of this counterfeit cancellation which
are unlike genuine cancellations used on the July 15, 1918 flights. First, all
gennine handstamps used in the 1918 period invariably have four horizontal
killer bars at the right of the ecircle. Second, on almost all genuine July 15,
1918 ecanecellations, the hour is 12M, although several with 10AM have been
noted. (See Figure 2h.) Third, on all genuine July 15, 1918 cancellations,
there are no periods after either AM or PM. As a matter of faect, the writer
has examined hundreds of covers with both handstamps and machine cancel-
lations, and can eategorically state that no periods were ever seen after AM or
PM on these cancellations. The Post Office Department just did not use them.
In contrast to these three general characteristies on genuine cancellations, the
counterfeit cancellation has no bars at right, is cancelled 6PM and there are
periods after both “*P*" and **M™" in the hour.

If the cancellation on the cover shown in Figure 1 scemed doubtiul when
first seen in the frames at Atlantie City, there was something about the appear-
anee of the envelope itself which aroused suspicion. The paper was light pow-
dery blue in color, similar to air mail envelopes in use today. The weight and
texture of the paper were also very similar to the paper used by air mail en-
velope manufacturers nowadays. On the face of the envelope, in the upper
center portion, there is a rather prominent watermark in seript letters reading
Sky-Rite. (See Figure 1.) On the upper left part of the flap on reverse ap-
pears the legend — also in watermark — “*SKY-RITE " Reg. U. 8. PAT. OFF.”
On the upper right part of this {lap the watermarked legend reads DES. PAT.
PEND. In general appearance, the envelope resembled those of current vin-
tage; it certainly bore not even a remote likeness to the hundreds of envelopes
which the writer has seen used on air mail flights during the 1918 period.
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TELEPHONE OXFORD T-3700 CABLE ADDRESS AMPAPULP

AMERICAN PAPER AND PULP ASSOCIATION

CORGANIZED 18TH
AN DRGANITATION TO PROMOTE THE WELFARE OF THE PAPLR AND PULP MANUFACTUNING INDUST AY

122 EAST +42%°P STREET
NEW YORK 17, N.Y.

May 23, 1961

Mr. Philip Silver
149 Clarkson Ave.
Brooklyn 26, N. Y.

Dear Mr., Silver:

Upon receipt of your letter of May 22 asking
for information concerning the watermark "Sky-Rite", 1
checked with the Writing Paper Manutacturers Association,
which 1s one of our Divisional Associations. They keep a
record of watermarks and brands, and their records indicate
that the Agency Paper Company, New York, N. Y., manufacturers
ot desk calendars, desk calendar pads, etc., are the owners
or this watermagk, The registration number is 418,043, serial
number 483, 414; date it was first used is February 8, 1945,
The registration dacte is November 27, 1945,

This company does not seem to be listed in the
paper trade directories and may be out of business, or its
name changed., The U, S, Patent Office in Washington, D. C.,
may be able to give you further information about the company
and we suggest you contact that office.

I hope the above will be of some help to you,.

Vl;;)truly yours,
(%o €O G

Robert E. 0'Connor
Executive Secretary
AKS

P. 8. We are returning, herewith, the photostatic copy
of an envelope showing the watermark, which you sent us,

Fig. 4. Letter received from the American Paper and Pulp Association giving the pedigree of
the envelope shown in Figure |.
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During the period of study of this eancellation, the writer had been in con-
tact with Dr. 8. .J. Penchansky of Bayonne, New Jersey. In the course of build-
ing up one of the foremost first day cover collections in this country, Dr. Pen-
chansky had had occasion to become enmeshed in the nets of some of our philate-
lie deceivers and had aequired from them some first day cover items with
counterfeit cancellations. Our consultation revealed that the counterfeit cover
shown in Figure 1 was of the same vintage as some on various first day covers
acquired by Dr. Penchansky, and subsequently donated by him to the excellent
reference colleetion of such material in the hands of the Philatelic Foundation
of New York. It was while studying this material at the Foundation's offices
that a suggestion was received which opened another avenue of detection. The
curator of the Philateliec Foundation suggested we write to the American Paper
and Pulp Association in New York fo get the pedigree and age of the paper
used for the envelope. This inguiry was most productive. Shown in full is
the reply received from that organization. (See Figure 4.)

So, if any mnecessity existed to further nail down this fraud, this was the
clincher. How could a 1918 eancellation have been legitimately used on an
envelope that was first manufactured and used in 19457  The answer is obvious,
it could not. .

In the number of years the writer has been specializing in the early air
mail covers of the United States, he has seen only one cover with a block of
four of Scott C2 bearing a genwine July 15, 1918 cancellation. This cover is
in the collection of Dr. Penchansky. The cover, sent by P, H. Ward, Jr., bears
i corner card of The Chelten Electrie (fo., (Germantown) Philadelphia, Pa. and
is addressed to Mr, George . Ward, ¢/o Underwood Typewriter Co., 14th and
N. Y. Ave, N. W, Washington, D. €. Like Figure 2h, this cover is also eaneel-
led T0AM. The only reason this cover is not illustrated is because the eancel-
lation is very lightly struck and would not show in a printed illustration,

Again, all the counterfeit cancellations that have been noted were on blocks
of four stamps of C2, not on single stamps.  We surmise the reason for this is
beeause covers with July 15, 1918 cancellations on Sceott (2 were not too ex-
pensive until guite reeently and, as long as a counterfeit cancellation was being
applied to such covers, it was thought best to apply them to multiple pieces
which would have a far greater sales value: From 1935 to 1956 the *‘Secott
Specialized U. 8. Catalogue " listed a July 15, 1918 first flight cover from a low
of $10.00 to a high of $20.00. Prices in the ‘‘Sanabria Air Mail Catalogue’’
were approximately the same. Also, retail prices usually are at a discount from
catalogue prices. From correspondence which the writer has seen offering these
spurions items to unsuspecting colleetors, the period of manufacture may be
placed at about 1953. So, to manufacture a fairly valuable item, the counter-
feiters applied the counterfeit eancellations to blocks of four stamps.

Luekily, most counterfeiters are not as conversant with philately as they
should be. The two counterfeit cancellations shown in Figures 1 and 3 are ex-
tremely crude jobs, in the opinion of the writer. 1f one will but take the time
to go over the points of difference previously noted between the genuine and
counterfeit cancellations, he will see that no serious attempt was made to fool
the informed collector. Our purpose, in publishing this article, is to make better
informed colleetors out of all U.S. air mail specialists. It will be appreciated
if information about similar material would be sent to the writer, who will
publish such information in future articles in this magazine. (P. 8.)

FOR BOOKS ON AIR MAILS

See Page 42
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HARRIS

Us Al
CATALOG

* Kk Kk

HUNDREDS OF VERY
LATEST PRICE CHANGES!

160 PAGES - NEARLY 2000 ILLUSTRATIONS

FIRST

1962 EDITION

B

New U.S. & B.N.A, Catalog — containing hundreds of important price changes — is a
must for every collector. Compiled by experts of the world’s largest stamp firm, this new
Harris FIRST 1962 Edition contains 160 large pages with nearly 2000 clear illustrations.
You'll find all major U.S. Postage and Air Mail issues fully illustrated and priced . . . plus
Special Delivery, Parcel Post, Envelope Squares, Postal Cards, Telegraphs, Savings Stamps,

Officials, Revenues, Postage Dues .

. . AND a big specialty section featuring plate number

blocks, first day covers, Americana, and others. Also illustrates and prices United Nations,
British North America, and U.S. Possessions. EXTRA . . . Complete U.S. Stamp Identifier
— a valuable section that quickly indicates the difference between rare and common look-
alike stamps. ALL this and more in one BIG catalog for only 35¢! Mail handy order

% e dk % d v s ko ko ok ok ok ok

HARRIS FIRST 1962 EDITION — U. S. & B.N.A,
Catalog contains hundreds of price changes and
includes:

® All major U. S. Postage and Airmail issues
« « « PLUS Special Delivery, Parcel Post, Envelope
Squares, Postal Cards, Telegraphs, Savings Stamps,
Officials, Revenues, Postage Dues.

® Popular specialties such as mint position
blocks, plate number blocks, mint sheets, per-
forated coils, booklet panes, first day covers, and
other items.

® Complete illustrated listings of U, S. Posses-

sions, Confederate States, United Nations and
British North America.

® Big “Americana’ section — postal tributes
to the United States, on foreign stamps.

® U. S. Stamp Identifier — fully illustrated
booklet. Use it to check your own collection for
valuable hidden stamp treasures!

AMERICA'S MOST WIDELY-USED U. S. CATALOG

coupon below for your copy of the famous
HARRIS U.S. Catalog — FIRST 1962
Edition. It's your best reference book, and
most reliable source of supply for desirable
issues at money-saving prices!

FIRST EDITION .. 35¢c

MAIL THIS COUPON

NOW!

H. E. HARRIS & CO.
Catalog Dept. Boston 17, Mass.

Please RUSH me, postfree, the all-new First 1962
Edition of your 160 page catalog, UNITED STATES
STAMPS, U.S. POSSESSIONS & BRITISH NORTH
AMERICA, including the U.S. Stamp Identifier,
etc. | am enclosing 35¢.

Adgress - - _ e - ———

City &
State
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THE FIRST AIR MAIL STAMP OF THE UNITED STATES
By Henry M. Goodkind

Mostly about the famous 24c red and blue stamp of 1918 and the one sheet with the
Inverted Centers. This booklet of 12 pages with 8 exceptional illustrations offers in-
formation which few know about our first air stamp. Price $1.00 postpaid.

Aero Philatelists, Ine, 22 East 35 Street New York 16, N. Y.
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AIR MAIL STAMP BOOKS

“The Black Book”: the AERO PHILATELIST'S NEWS,
Volumes 1 to 8 with Index.

Price $35.00
®

“The Blue Book’”: the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS,
Volumes 1 and 2.

Price $10.00
®
“The Red Book”: the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS,
Volumes 3 to 5 with Cumulative Index for Vols. 1 to 5.
Price $15.00

A very limited printing. Only about 25 of each remain.

Send order and remittance to:
Stanley R. Rice
120 Broadway
New York 5, N Y.
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THE HAWKER STAMP OF NEWFOUNDLAND
By Henry M. Goodkind

An exhaustive study of this famous stamp along with its companion issues such as the
Martinsydes. 23 pages are devoted to these aero-philatelic gems along with 14 illustrations.

This handbook received rave reviews from the philatelic press all over the world.
Price $1.00.

Aero Philatelists, Inc. 22 East 35 Street New York 16, N. Y.
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UNITED STATES

The 24¢c Red and Blue of 1918
The June Boston, Mass. First Flights

o f:

e

7 [ 1 L AN
Watioma! Arcial Goest Putral Gommtastsn UL . s
411413 UNION TRUST BUILDING ’/'. 9-2¢
waBMINGTON, B. €. . _9\\ jam

\
o,
on, Mass
2 h; deiivered “c;" ru-z' to " ‘
sent from im;t to Boston g ..'_ 1euvery s ot
Aderoplane. “‘ ’ " ot Maes
AEFIAL MAIL.___ VIA NCw2 VITX N 8 --:‘-tam

Fig. |. Washington, D. C. to Boston, Mass. via New York, N.Y, June I, 1918 cover. (All photos
by Boufre"&]

Introduction

May 15, 1918 marked the inaugural of the regular U.S. air mail service
between the three eastern cities of New York, Philadelphia and Washington.
Reading the Postmaster (eneral’s reports for 1918, one sees that the U. 8. Post
Office Department’s ambition was to make this domestie air mail service as
extensive as possible, as quickly as praetical. Consequently, Boston, Mass, was
added as the fourth ecity for air post service at the beginning of June 1915,
Just about two weeks after the May 15th inaugural flights.

The history of the first flights to and from Boston, Mass, is interesting.
This has been well deseribed in past writings and each flight or leg is listed
in the specialized air mail catalogues. Nevertheless, the present generation
of 17,8, air mail collectors does not seem to be as familiar as it should be with
the Boston first flights. Therefore, this article will try to review this aero-
philatelie history.

Furthermore, it must be remembered that the first air mail stamp of the
United States, the 24¢ red and blue (Seott ('3, Sanabria 1), was used on most
all the first flight covers, as the rate was twenty-four cents. Only a few covers
were prepaid with postage stamps.

Woashington-Boston June |, 1918 Experimental Flight

The illustration (Fig. 1) shows one of the eovers mailed on June 1, 1918

Aero Philatelist Anna 43



from Washington, D. (. to Boston, Mass. via New York City. The arrow points
to the June 1, 1918 Washington, D. C'. eancellation, which is the same one that
was first used on the May 15, 1918 inaugural flights from Washington to
New York and Philadelphia, except that the words, **First Trip,”" beneath the
vear date ‘“1918"" have been removed.

According to the “‘American Air Mail Catalogue,”” 28 Ibs. of mail were
carried. This means that only a few hundred covers were sent on the June 1,
1918 experimental flight. The Fig. 1 cover was sent to New York City, where
it was held for the mail going on the first New York-Boston, Mass. flight
scheduled for June 3, 1918, The flight, because of an accident, had to be post-
poned until June 6, 1918.

The illustrated cover (Fig. 1) bears eight different postmarks and eancel-
lations, as well as the sender’s typewritten instructions on the left side of the
envelope. Each marking will now receive comment.

On the right under the stamp is a two-line marking ** First Air/Mail’” in
capital letters. This marking has not been seen by the writer on any other
first flight covers from New York to Boston or return.  Nor could any reference
be found stating that this specific marking was used only on the June 1, 1918
first flight covers originating in Washington, D. ('

Below the aforementioned marking and to its left is the five-line Boston,
Mass. Special Delivery June 6, 1918 postmark. This is the evidence that this
cover arrived in Boston on June 6th on the first flight.

In the lower lefthand corner is a long one-line postmark reading, ** Aerial
Mail . . .. Via New York,"" all with uppercase letters. This marking is found
on all the New York to Boston first flight covers.

Above and just to the right of this latter postmark is the word, *‘Un-
claimed,”” and above it “*Returned to Writer™ indieation. Obviously, Captain
Boyriver did not reach Boston. Therefore, the Boston, Mass. post office held
this letter until June 18, 1918, and on that day returned it to the sender in
Washington, D. (. This is indicated by the small ¢ireular machine cancellation
with the wavyline flag, hit just to the left of the Washington June 1, 1918
cancel.

Many of the first flight covers of both May 15, 1918 and June 1-6, 1918
were sent by organizations interested in furthering air post. Thus, covers of
the “*Aero Club of America’ and the ‘*National Aerial Coast Patrol Commis-
sion’’ contained a form letter, which aero-philatelists find of interest. The
letter in the Fig. 1 cover is illustrated in Fig. 2.

New York-Boston First Flight

As previously mentioned, the first flight from New York to Boston, Mass.,
scheduled for June 3, 1918, was postponed until June 6, 1918. The Fig. 3
cover clearly demonstates this. According to **The Standard Airpost Catalogue
(1931),"" a French Army aviator, Lieut. Vannelle, was selected to fly this in-
augural mail on June 3, 1918.  But his plane met with an accident at Belmont
Park, N. Y. This is the well-known race track of New York City on nearby
Long Island. The course’s track and large infield happened to be the most
accessible to New York for an airplane’s takeoff in 1918. Of ecourse, no air
tields existed at that time. Three days later, on June 6th, Lient. Torrey H.
Webb of the U.S. Army, the pilot who had successfully completed the first
New York-Philadelphia flight on May 15, 1918, carried the mail from New
York to Boston on its inangural trip.

The aero-philatelist’s greatest interest in these Boston first flight covers
probably is the new cancellation used. The arrow on Fig. 3 points to the blank
portion; the previous words, “*Wash. N. Y. Phila.”” have been removed from
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“HE WHO COMMANDS THE AIR COMMANDS ALL™
ALRO CLUB OF AMERICA, 1914

Natiorial Aerial Goast Patrol Connuisston

411-413 UNION TRUST BUILDING

WASHINGTON. D. C.

CENTRAL COMMITTEE Junal, 1518, i bgmasocbipt s
o DA T o s
e

§ Septain Boyriver,
lnwlu;rm SHEPPARD ;x Postoaster,

of T Boston, lLiass,

SENATOR JAMES E. WATSON

mrmlnm Lear Sir:

R e Yok v At the request of Bear Admiral Rodert E.
REPRESENTATIVE JULIUS KAHN Paary, President of the A:rial Leagus of America,

& £ Crairman of the National Asrial Coast Patrol Comaied on
REOS mwd#ﬂ and menbar of the Board of Covernors, Asro Club
HON, BYRON R. NEWTON of America, I am sending you a message of grasting

Colloatae; Fuet ol Plam otk by the first Aoro Post leaving New work for Bostonm,
Mm:mL. of Amtes  ViA tle oreliminary established spochal Toute from
— Wesiington to Now York,
H“"“"'C"'.u.r'r" Amastenn M:e. inmuguration cf this-- the sscond—
ey ": m"" grani event in tha asrial transportation of our
REAR ADMIRAL BRADLEY mails, places ancthe = outstanding milestcns on the
. 3
LIEUT, F. TRUBEE DAVISON map of aaronautical progressa.
O ritomeat U & Const and The rapii development of the art of flying
Ceocdetic Survey
over lant and s?a-- alvenced tuwent~ rears, dus to
i T et 1ts uti)ization for war purposes-- nnd tha inangimtion
ey St by tha postal authorities cf the Asrial Mail Service,

O, s Serest: New York City will sonn malks it pcsaible to transport mall on

MR JOHN HAYS asrial trumk linos from cdast to coast, ani will lead
"-&_W‘-"-!n- trans-Atlantic air servize in the nsar future.

CAMT. EARL TON
lkm-ﬂw Thase ara days of groat achievousnt, ani "Aerial
M:ﬂ‘““ Sapromacy for Peace and ¥ar® shoulld be onr slogan.
¥. H o HOWARD ESQ.
o Sincaraly,

STATE MEMBERS

oy kil (At s oo

™ MRS PR T Secretary.
H-

G

“THE EMPIRE OF THE AIR”
AFACY - - MOT A PHRASE

Fig. 2. The letter enclosed in the Fig. | cover.
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AERIAL MalL

Dats jun @ W
&y . Auguetue Poet, Tinw Ty

# Lieut. Codfroy L. Cabot,

M IR, Butlatng,

i-;ﬁon . lnge.

Fig. 3. First flight New York to Boston flown June 6, 1918,

the type of New York, Philadelphia, Washington used on the earlier flights.

According to the records and the catalogues, 4,400 pieces of mail from New
York to Boston were carried, a good part being on the large-sized envelopes of
the ** Aero Club of America,”” as the Fig. 3 cover. The writer has sought un-
sueecessfully for many vears a New York-Boston first flight on a regular, not
legal size cover. They should exist, but he has not found one.

Thus, New York-Boston first flight covers are common. (See page 29 in
this number on the counterfeit autographs.) The Boston, Mass. Special Deliv-
ery postmark on the Fig. 3 illustration seen directly beneath the New York
caneellation offers the evidenee that the first flight took place on June 6, 1918,

Boston-New York First Flight

Covers with C3 on the return first trip from Boston, Mass. to New York,

NORTHWESTERN LEATHER <O,
14 South Sueet,
BOSTON, MASS.

f_l!l' Madison Ave.
E.Y.C.

»

Fig. 4. Boston to New York cover cancelled June B, 1918, but not flown.
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N. Y. are generally underrated and undervalued. Aceording to the ** American
Air Mail Catalogue,” 64 1bs. of mail were transported. Estimating that each
letter weighed an ounce and with 16 ozs. to the pound, a rough ealeulation
would indicate that the Boston-New York first air mail amounted to between
1,000 and 1,100 covers, just about a guarter of the New York-Boston first air
mail.

The return first flight also had to be postponed. It was scheduled for
June 8, 1918, but it did not take place until June 11, 1918, Covers are known

By Aeroplane Mall

-

Econorist, Staop CQL;
? -

B? Nassmu St., s LL8R2

AR e

New Yorl:, N. v,

Vg

Fig. 5. A cover Boston to New York on the first flight; the arrows show the new type cancel.

cancelled Boston, Mass. June 8, 9 or 10, but no souree was found that indieated
which date was the scarcest or the most common.

The cover shown in Fig. 4 is interesting, because it proves that there was
no air mail service from Boston on June 8, 1918, The 24¢ stamp is cancelled
**Boston, Mass., June 8, 1918, 1:30 p. m."" the date of the scheduled first flight.
But the New York City receipt mark, appearing on the back of the Fig. 4
cover, and shown in the lower right hand corner with an arrow, is dated June
8, 1918, 11 p.m.  Although bearing the large-winged ** Aero Mail ™" rubberstamp
in the lower left, the time indieated on the caneellation and the one on the
backstamp show a gap ol 1014 hours, signifying that the Fig. 4 cover went by
surface, not air mail.

Fig. 5 illustrates one of the covers on the first air post from Boston to New
York. It is cancelled Boston, Mass, June 9, 1918, The two backstamps (Fig
6) show the June 11, 1918 New York Uity receipt markings, proving this the
date of the first flight. The large double-cirele cancellation on the Fig. 5
cover, in the writer’s opinion, is one of the most interesting and distinetive of
all United States cancellations., Notice it 15 in two sections; one is the large

In case of change of address, please notify Secretary, Aero Philatelists
22 East 35 Street, New York 16, N.Y.
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Fig. 6. The two New York, N.Y. backstamps on the Fig. 5 cover.

double-cirele cancelling the 24¢ air mail stamp and the other part on the em-
bossed le Franklin envelope with the three-line words, **Boston-To-New York.™

Why Commercial Covers Are Scarce

If one specializes intently with a stamp such as (3, as the writer does, he
seeks not only the first flight covers, but especially commercial mail with the
24¢ air mail stamp used only during the May 15 to July 15, 1918 period.  After
this, the rate was lowered to 16 eents.

While searching through the U. 8. postal records, the writer came upon an
interesting matter. The public did not patronize the 1918 air mail serviee.
The New England business firms saw nothing gained by using the new service.
It had been the regular practice of a Boston, Mass. business house to mail its

Errors, Varieties and Airmails

For 30 years we have been specializing in all unusual items: Errors, Varieties, etc.,
regardless as to whether they are or are not listed.

Now we have on hand a very large selection of Airmails U. P, U., U, N., Inverted
Centers, Sports, Topicals, Miniature Sheets, De Luxe Sheets, Proofs, Die Proofs,
Rotary, etc., etc,

We have oddities and unusual items from many different countries asi—

Albania Abyssinia, Belgium, Brazil, Canary lslands, Colombia,
Congo, Croatia, Czechoslovakia, Danzig, Ecuador, Epirus, Far East,
France & Colonies, Greece, Georgia, Honduras, Iceland, Ifni, Iran,
Italy & Colonies, Latvia, Liberia, Lithuania, Monaco, Nicaragua,
Paraguay, Poland, Romania, Russia, Saar, Salvador, Scadta, Spain
& Colonies, Tangier, Tanna Touva, Uruguay, Venezuela.

We will gladly make up special offers or selections on approval.

Please write countries, price range and . specialties. (Usual
references, please).

We are also always buyers of similar material.

S. SEREBRAKIAN, Inc.

P. O. Box 448 Monroe, N, Y.
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correspondence to New York, Philadelphia or Washington late in the day. This
mail eaught the early evening train leaving Boston and was delivered the fol-
lowing morning. The postage rate for letters in 1918 was three cents. If
special delivery serviee was wanted, another 10 cents or a total of 13 cents was
required.

Air mail from or to Boston calling for 24¢ postage saved no time.  As seen
by Fig. 6, the mail reached New York from Boston at 6 p. m., an hour when most
all commereial firms were closed. Thus the air mail letter reached its final
destination no faster than one sent by train. Since many New Englanders are
known to be conservative with their spending, they did not wish to spend an
extra 11 cents per letter. Consequently, a collector has great difficulty in
finding 3 used on commercial covers during its short lifetime in 1918,

Acknowledgements

The author is grateful to Stanley R. Riee and Philip Silver for their sug-
gestions and encouragement in writing this phase of the 1918 air mail, the
Boston, Mass. first flights. (H. M. G.)
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UNITED STATES
24c Air Mail of 1918 — “Grounded Plane”

A true "grounded plane’” variety showing how far down the blue center with the airplane must be
shifted. (Photo by Boutrelle)

This article has come about as a result of some dealers in this country of-
fering the popular, although uncataloged, variety of the first air mail stamp of
the United States, known as ““the grounded plane.”’ Many copies offered for
sale by dealers have the blue center with the plane shifted to the bottom of the
frame. This, however, does not qualify such copies as a true ** grounded plane’’
variety.

In order to qualify as ““the grounded plane,” the wheels of the airplane
must touch the bottom frame with the words “‘cents.”” Illustrated is a clear
example of ““the grounded plane’’ variety; study it. Since copies as this com-
mand a price far in excess of the normal Secott ('3, care should be taken to know
the variety and not to collect a copy just with the center shifted towards the
bottom. (H. M. (i)

Richard S. Bohn Memorial Award
First Recipient, Henry M. Goodkind

AERO PHILATELISTS” Board of Directors on October 13, 1961 created an
award recognizing the distinguished services to aero-philately vendered by any
person in the world. This newly ereated aero-philatelic honor will be fittingly
named for the founder of AEro pHILATELISTS, and, therefore, be known as the
Richard S. Bohn Memorial Award. .

At the same meeting after voting for the ereation of this award and mak-
ing the necessary arrangements for its financing, Agro pHILATELISTS' Board of
Directors unanimously seleeted HENRY M. GOODKIND, the editor of Arro
PHILATELISTS " publication sinee their inception in 1946, the first recipient. John
J. Britt was chosen as the Chairman of the Richard S. Bohn Memorial Award
Commitiee,

The first award will be presented at the Convention Dinner on November
18, 1961. It is expected to have this yearly at future AERO PHILATELISTS
dinners during the annual convention.
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UNITED STATES

The 24c Air Mail Stamp of 1918

Additional Double Rate Covers

- Mo 1t Wes3ith e -
MNew York City

405 Fifth Ave.
YENRY WOODHQUSE, TSQ., Governor,

'¥E AERO CLUB OF AMEEICA,

4118t Streetl and Madison Avenue,

-

NEYT VARE CITY
-t

e e s

Fig. |. Double rate cover of the 24c air mail stamp of 1918, used on the first flight from Washing-
ton to New York, May 15, 1918. Author's collection.

In the January, 1960 issue of the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS (Volume VI,
Number 3) the promise was made that additional multiple rate covers of the
24¢ air mail stamp of 1918, Scott ('3, used on the first flight of May 15, 1918
and “*smoked out™ as a result of the article would be duly photographed and
recorded in future issues. In the period of one and one half vears since that
article appeared, three additional deuble rate covers have come to the writer’s
attention.  We note them below for the record.

The cover shown in Figure 1, recently acquired by the author, is of the
same type as the one illustrated on page 58 of the previous article. It was sent
from Washington to New York by the Joan of Are Committee with medal en-
closed, thus requiring the double rate of 48¢.  Addressed to Henry Woodhouse,
Esq., Governor, The Aero Club of America, 41st Street and Madison Avenue,
New York City, it is backstamped New York, May 16, 1918 at 5 p.m. The
appearance of this cover on the philatelie seene adequately answers the query
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posed by us in the January, 1960 issue, ““One may conjecture how many of
these double rate covers with medals enclosed were sent on the first flight.”
Obviously more than one, as the cover shown in Figure 1 illustrates.

However, this is not the only additional **Joan of Are’ double rate cover
unearthed in the intervening period. We are indebted to Prof. Paul R. Cut-
right of Beaver College, Jenkintown, Pennsylvania for the photo of the cover
shown in Figure 2. This is an additional double rate cover sent by the .Joan
of Are Committee. It is addressed to The Reverand William .J. Stewart, Ree-

Fig. 2. Double rate cover of the 24c air mail stamp of 1918, used on the first flight from Washing-
ton to New York, May 15, 1918. Professor Paul R. Cutright collection.

Aerial League of Ameriea oy ¥
"207 I::ogn:u AvENuE N w \{ r‘_‘
NEw ok Civy V\h “’ ___,%
|
- W, ' Verea A--m-l i
pert? A ‘(';uufl @ S i
_‘,” ) oz :'

Mr. 3idney W.Curtis. Igwm ﬁ—m-'“,_.,,
. 11

112 Hicks Street, " il :

Brooklyn, N.Y. "uumc‘

Fig. 3. Double rate cover of the 24c air mail stamp of 1918, used on the first flight from Washing-
ton to New York, May 15, 1918. Photographed from "Cyclopedia of U.S. Postmarks And Postal
History" by Delf Norona, Article 22, Page 2.

=0 October, 1961



tory of St. Elizabeth’s Chureh, 4381 Broadway, New York City. Now, three
of these “‘Joan of Are'’ double rate covers are known; perhaps, in the future,
additional such covers will be found.

One of the greatest impediments to proper philatelic research is the lack of
adequate indexes of the writings of previous authors in magazines and other
periodical media. Indeed, most of the philatelic periodicals have no index of
authors or articles whatsoever. Only by dint of painstaking digging and search-
ing, is it possible to find items which relate to a matter under study and, fre-
quently, an author is not aware, until much later, that material touching on the
subject of his article has previously appeared in print. Thus, searching through
the **Cyclopedia of U. S. Postmarks And Postal History™ by Norona, the writer
came across an illustration for still another double rate cover of the 24¢ air
mail stamp of 1918 used on the first flight of May 15, 1918.* This cover was
also sent from Washington to New York and is addressed to Mr. Sidney W.
Cturtis, 112 Hicks Street, Brooklyn, New York. This corner card indicates it
was sent by the Aerial League of America. Naturally, it is not known in whose
colleetion this cover now reposes nor the reason for double rate usage.

So, we ean now state for the record that six double rate covers of the 24¢
air mail stamp of 1918, Seott ('3, used on the first flight of May 15, 1918 are
known to exist. Further discoveries may increase this number in the future.

(P 8)

**Cyelopedia of 1.8, Postmarks And Postal History™ by Delf Norona, Article 22, page 2,
Published by the American Philatelie Society.

ITALY AIR MAIL COVERS

#C1 World's first air mail stamp, flown Turin-Rome 2.00
#Cl1 do. error in arrival pmk. 22. 1V, instead 22.V. 1917 4.00
#C1 do. return flight Rome-Turin cover 2.50
#C2 World's first sea-plane st., Naples-Palermo 2.00
#C2 do. Naples-Palermo posted in Rome R ; 4.00
#C2 do. return flight Palermo-Naples 2.00
1925, Special flight LEGHORN-ROME with unused 150ff. air st. 2.00
1925, Same flight, 'soffic. air st. cancelled 3.00
1926, “NORGE" airship Polar cover with soffic. air stamp. Rome-
Kingsbay 14.00
1926, do. Cover flown across North Pole to TELLER Alaska, where
Italian franking has been cancelled upon arrival, autogrnphed by
a member of the Crew, few known 60.00
We specialize in air mail covers of Italy, Colonies, San Mnrino.

Vatican City, since 1925 and have one of the finest assortments
in existence. Approvals.

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO.
116 Nassau St. New York 38, N.Y.

N, L. Bayer, Prop. Member Aero Philatelists, Life Member AAMS:;
Collectors Club, ASDA.

P.S. At the present time we have in stock one set of 5 FDC Italy
#C02 and the four Colonies £CBO1 on the OFFICIAL covers —

[ flown,
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UNITED STATES

World's First Air Mail Etiquette
Used May 15, 1918

®lbH
c Ryl
BIRST TRIF _f:

Cover flown on the first trip May 15, 1918 from Philadelphia to Washington with the world’s first
air mail etiquette in the bottom corner left. (Photo by Boutrelle)

Those, who have become so fascinated with and interested in the first air
mail stamp of the United States — the 24¢ red and blue of 1918 — continue to
find to their surprise a number of firsts in air mail conneeted with this stamp.
This is unexpected because almost 42 years have passed sinee this stamp was
issued.  Years ago in the Aero Philatelists’ News (December 1, 1949, page 91),
this writer in an article about the first air mail stamp of the United States item-
ized the following seven air mail firsts associated with Seott C3. They were:

1. First definitive air mail stamp of the world

2. First air mail stamp of the Western Hemisphere

3. First air mail stamp showing an airplane

4. First air mail stamp of the United States

5. First definitive air mail stamp for a regular public service

. First bi-colored air mail stamp issued

7. First air mail stamp printed with a genuine error, the inverted
center sheet,

o4 Oectober, 1961
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Now an eight first ean be added:

8. First air mail stamp used with an air mail etiquette. (See illus-
tration.)

In making this claim for the world’s first use of an air mail label or et-
iquette, it must be stressed that reference is to an adhesive, not a rubberstamp
or privately printed cachet on an envelope calling for air mail serviee. In-
cidentally, these air mail etiquettes, as shown on the illustrated cover, are seen
only on May 1918 air mail covers originating in Philadelphia, Pa. The writer
has seen only a few, and none on May 15, 1918 from New York or Washington,
D.C. (H. M. G.)

Aero Philatelists 15th Annual Convention

November 18, 1961 in New York, N.Y.

At the regular monthly meeting of the Board of Directors in September,
it was decided to hold our 15th Annual Convention on Saturday November 18th
in the Main Meeting Room of the Collectors Club, 22 East 35 Street, New York,
N.Y. :

Exhibition

The loeale has twenty frames that the members will fill with aero-philatelic
material ; one frame to an exhibitor. This show will be noncompetitive and
an invitation to exhibit has been sent out to each member. It is the Exhibi-
tion Committee’s hope that those members, who have not exhibited often in
the past, and the newer members whose colleetions have not been shown pub-
lically, will take advantage of this invitation. Each exhibitor will receive a
handsome Certificate of Appreeiation.

Business Session

As usual, the affairs of Aero Philatelists will be diseussed and voted upon
in the Convention that will take place at 2 P.M. There will be election of
the Directors for the Class of 1964; officers will render their annual reports
and any other business that a member introduces on the floor will be con-
sidered.  Finally, the officers for the year 1962 will be elected.

Dinner

Our convention dinners have gained a reputation throughout philately as
being among the best.  The one planned for November 18th sounds most prom-
ising from the reports. It will be at one of New York City’s famous theatrieal
distriet restanrants — Leone’s on West 48th Street.  The food will be exeellent,
one may rest assured.  As for entertainment, a few surprises are planned, in-
cluding a speech by a talented philatelist, who has never before spoken in
publie. Information about tickets may be secured by writing to John .J. Britt,
¢/o Aero Philatelists, 22 East 35 Street, New York 16, N. Y. A good repre-
sentation of non-New York members is promised, because this 15th eonvention
will take place during the ASDA show, when a number of them plan to be in
New York.

Aero Philatelist Annals ah



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
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AERO PHILATELISTS, Inc.
22 EAST 35th STREET, NEW YORK 16, N.Y.

I hereby apply for admission to membership in AERO PHILATELISTS. Annual
dues of $5.00 are remitted herewith and are to be returned to me if my application is
not accepted.

NAME
ADDRESS i
Street

City, Town or Village Zone State

OCCUPATION

SO ARG D OE e e v e e :
APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE ...

REFERENCES

Each applicant is requested to furnish two references preierably philatelic.

References:
1. NAME ...

ADDRESS

2. NAME .
ADDRESS

EXTRACTS FROM BY-LAWS, ARTICLE III—-MEMBERSHIP

Any person of good character interested in aero-philately, over the age of twenty-one,
and who will be an asset to the Society, may become a member, Application for member-
ship shall be in writing, and shall be accompanied by annual dues of $5.00
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COMPARE...

Harmer's, and only Harmer's, can offer you all of these ad-
vantages when you sell philatelic properties:

I. Choice of sale by Auction or Private Treaty.

2. The most modern, architect-designed Galleries in the World,
fully air conditioned for comfort, sprinkler-controlled for
safety.

3. Staff of specialist experts.
4. An annual turnover of over one million dollars.

5. Approximately eight sessions of auctions a month (from the
middle of September to the middle of July) permitting the
inclusion of your stamps - if not sufficient for an auction in
themselves - with complementary collections.

6. First class, accurately described, liberally illustrated auction
catalogues mailed to all the prominent auction buyers through-
out the World.

7. A record of service and satisfaction resulting in the finest
international clientele, keen to buy at auction or privately.

8. Choice of sale in New York or London.

9. Free appraisals to vendors.

10. Free insurance in transit and while on our premises.
Il. Liberal advances pending sale.

12. Prompt settlement.

13. The only Organization with active Houses on two, let alone
three Continents.

SO, WHEN YOU COME TO SELL, COME TO HARMER'S

An attractive booklet, "Modern Methods of Philatelic Selling,” ex-
plaining clearly all the advantages of selling through H. R. Harmer, Inc.
is yours for the asking.

H. R. HARMER, Inc.

The "Caspary’ Auctioneaers

6 West 48th Street, New York 36, N.Y.

Lendon [ New York [ ] Sydney




You can’t collect airstamps without —

THE NEW
SANABRIA CATALOGUE

NOW ON SALE

SINCE 1935 THE COMPLETE GUIDE
FOR THE AIRPOST COLLECTOR

This latest edition contains MORE cover listings, MORE spe-
cialized items, MORE varieties, PLUS the only comprehensive
listing of essays, proofs, and specimens; also the very latest

up-to-date air letter section.

Price $12.50

Available only from the publishers —

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., Inc.

Georges Medawar, Pres.

521 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N.Y.




