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UNITED TATE 

Counterfeit Autograph 
1918 Fir t Trip Cover 

·· <>ld phi l11 ll•l i1· l'ak1·~ ne\'t't' s1·t•m to 1li1•: th<'y don ·1 l'\'1•11 1'11d<' awa,-. ·· Thti-.. 
Oii(' 1·1111 ll<ll'ilPh l'il""<' lhi-.. \\'t•ll-k110\\ II -..a~· i11g- b<'C'HllSl' "II 111'11·11 tilt• .;a1111: phil;1t1•lil' 
-;imulHtion.; kcl'P appt•a1·in~. 

lllr. ~enry Woodhouse, 
o/ o •.r, lfalool o ~lltv..nt , 
l4 Sout'h St ,, 
!lo st on, '!au. 

:- 1 ..... • · e \i 

Fig . I. A cover with the counterfeit autographs. ( Photos by Bout re lie) 



Years ago - a rrw ail' mail antho1·itiC's have ~hlte1l it i11 1!.J J, when t he 
l'fr:t l' .. ·. l!On•1·nmrnt rli!!hts took 11late - a fo1·ircr added histo1·i<'al signi­
ficance to c·on:r:; with the first and St'('Ond Clil' 111ail stamps of the rnitc-~l Htutcs. 
_\ l'rw more of the :2-k 1·1•tl and b lttt' (C3 ) towrs appea1· to han lhesl' c·ountc•1·­
l'eit autogruphs than onl's with thl' )(fr :,r1·1•1'11 ( !':2 ) ai1· 111ail. 'l'he w1·itc1· do1'" 
not rec·all set>ing tltt•sp fraudulent sig1wtu1·rs on 11ny (fr 01·1111µ-c ( <' I ) stamp 
ril'st fli1.d1t tU\'('l'S. 

,\ cc•o1·d i1w to the \\'l'it t'r's mcmo1T not n \'C'a1· has "Oil!' b,· without a l'ric·nd 
p l'oudly . how~1g- him a i:rrcat piec·e j1;st ac·qui;·ed. l'su~lly it' i-.; a ~l ay l:J. 191H 
01· JnnC' 3. 191,' First T1·ip 1·0,·e 1· with tlw :2-1-« air nrnil (<'3 ) f/111 1 lius [0111' 

ltistoricol 1111/0!Jl'llJJhs 011 if. Thesr l'ake. always srem to ha\'t' brr11 writt r n in 
approxima tel_,. the sa nw plac·e on long- ]pga I-sized 1·m·e1·s with the <'01·nc1· c-;11·11 
or ihe A1•1·0 Club or .\nw ri1·a. :297 )l adi-.;on .\ Ypnur. ~('W York ('ii\' and u-:ua lh· 
with th<.> typ<.'\\'l'ittr11 lliln11' an1l adrlrC'>:.-l or Il t'll l',\' \\~nmlhousC'. ' ri11• <'Olll l(Cl'frit 
autogrllphs <ll'l' tltos1• or ( P1·esiden1) 11·00 TJHO Ir I \' I LSO.\'. { H11ar A<lnr inil 
Rubert I ~. ) PEA.Hr. ( Postma~tcr U1·11Pral ) . l. S. Rf'HU~'SO ,\' 1111<1 ( l'n'sidl'nt 
Theodore Roos<.>n•lt ) always \\'l'iltC'n as thi~: .. lf1111·ty Cm1yl'llf1tl11ti1111 .~ on th r 
yrwt achir1•c111c11f! '/'. HOOSEl'J~'L'J'. " 

.\ l'<'w <'O \'Cl's :Cl' ll with t lw-;l• C"Ou11t t•rl'1·i1 auto;.n·aplts 1111,·1· an additional 
one of tit<' 191 • pilot• sul·h as the 01w illu-:trnted in Fi~. I. ll owt•wt·, most 11r 

At·cording to !ht• flight 1·nrnlog~, ~m·h n-. tlu• ".\11wr11·nu .\irm:iil <'ulnlogu<>" :111£1 thl' 
"· ln 111l11nl .\irpo~t C'atalogm• ( l!l;{l 1•1litiu11 )," tht• pi Int fur thl· .Ta111· :i, l!ll rlij!ht from 
Xt•w York to llo,.tun, ~ta""· \\':Is a Fri•1ll'h :11·iutor hy 1111' 11:1m1• of IA. 1·_1SSHT,f,E . 11ot \·au~I 
Hb i111it11INI 011 t h1• illu .. t r:ilt•tl l'll\'l'I'. 

Anll .... " .A.rtA 
1•7 MA- AftlllUC 

NCW Y-W CITY 

JiA\L. 

Ir• B91L'"'Y Woodhoue, 

• '• ,... ,,,_, n' Pd:n• I •AP ' p 0 Tl 
antln•u Mnl•• ~ ~~ 

-

Fig. 2. A cover similar to Fig . I but with Admiral Robert E. PEARY's own handwritin g. The arrow 
points to the forged signature as writtan on Fig. I. 
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Fig. 3. (left) A genuine A. S. BUR LESON autograph and (right) the forged one as written on the 
Fig. I cover. 

lhl' l'U\'l' l'S 'iN'n Il l'(' Oil lhl' .JulH' 3. mt ' :\1' \\' Yol'k-Boston Fir.;;! Tl'ip t'1°tlllkcd 
with tlw :2-lc ail' mail ... tamp ;incl ha\'i 11;t unlr foul' 1·ou11kl'l't'itcd autograph:, 
not tht' fifth of t Jw U\·iatol'. 

C omparison Of The G enuine W ith The False Autographs 

Thi.., al'tic·ll• will 111111J~·zc and 1·om1111rt' ju-;t two 111' tlw 1'11111· llllh>;tl'aphs, 
thost.> of .\ cl111iral l'l'ill'\' llllll Po-;t mastl' I' Ucnc1·al B11rlt•son . rr ()Ill' {)\\' llS 01' l·1m 
1•xami1w il g1•1111im• au t;1g1·11ph of hnt h Pn•sidl'11 t-; Thc>mlo1·p Hoost•\' l'lt nml \Yood-
1·ow \\'il-;un . and tlH'n 1·umpa1·t• tlwm In the t'u l'!!l' l' it'.., on !!IL!- 1·0\' t'l'S s im ila1· tu 
tlw 011l• shown her1· ( l·'iu. 1 ) . lhl' tlif'1'1•J'1•111·1•s al'<' ratlwr appa 1·ent so thnt one 
1·11n s1•1• whPl't• lhc>-;t> l'r1111dul t'11I :-.ig11ut111·ps an• fal' from 1w1· t't>1· t imitutio11s. 

The Peary Autogra ph 

The tt·ue philatelic· 1•xpl·1·t k11uw-; that it i ... alwa~·:-. tw ... t to \\·01·k with <·om­
puratin• 1natl'1·i11l: l'el in1H·1• upon mw's 111enrnl'~· is hc>lpful but ..,(1<·01Hl111',\'. Thus. 
tlw 1·m·1·1· shown in l<~ i)! . '.l turns !Hll tu ht> 11 w0111lert'u l refel'en1·1• pirte. This 
is a :-\1•w York to 80-.1011 .Junl' :t 19L Fir:-.t T1·ip c·on•r simila1· in manr l'C-

W e are philatelic auctioneers 
and specialize 
in providing 
a competitive market 
for stamp collections 
and other philatelic properties 

Ove r 30 years experience 
assures the maximum 
in results 

Your inquiry is welcome 

IRWIN HEIMAN 
INC. 

Serving America n Phlla tely S ince 1926 

2 WEST <461h STREET NEW YO RK 36, N. Y. 

ROOM 708 £ Tel. : JU 2.2393 

. I• r11 l'/11/1111/i.,/ .I,,,,,,/,, :n 



"flE't·ts to tltr Fig-. l c·on't'. 011<' ex<·eption is that th t> Fil!. 2 1·<1\'C't' was add t·l•s: t•d 
to )lr. ll ent',\" "\Yomlhotts<', <· o Rl'<ll' A1lmirul Robl' t't E. Pl•ar~· . Portland. ]l lllint'. 
.\ fter l'C'l·cipt. it was 1·eturned by . \ dn1i1·al Pc•a r~· to the• 1->l'nder at a lutet· tlit tC'. 
This was most fot·tnnatc bC'1·a1tst' . l cl111i1·117 Pr11ry 1·<-11d<l/'ls.~rd th is coeu· in his 
ow11 hrmd. l'o 11 "C'(I UC' ntl~·. this 1·el'orn·ardi111! mkh·ess turns out to be most help­
ful material l'o 1· a c·ompai·isun lo tlw <·ou11t r rl'ei t Pc•a1·r autograph on L•' i~. I. 
ln onler lo make this 1:ompariso11 cosier, the franclulc•nt autograph o( P ea ry 
on the Fig. 1 <·over ha.;; bc•en mounted along-sidr hi' own handwri ting 011 the 
F ig. 2 c·on' t'. The1·c• a1·e. of c·ou1·se. l'i \'I' lrtt er" in the• 11u11l<' .. Peary... With 
the CX<:t•ption or the c·11pital .. P" the oth E'l' fou r appear more than 011('(' in his 
handwritten audt·I'::-. on Fig. 2 .. Just '<hllly the lower I'll'-!' "e," ··a," ...... lllltl 
.. ~ ... in both Fi:;?S. l a 111] 2. ThC' A'•·rat n1riation" nred not br pointed out : 
they are obviorns. 'l'ht't'1•fo1·l', th(' ·· Pe111·~"· antng-raph on tlw Fig-. 1 M\'l't' is 
<·01rnterf<'it . Q. E. n. 

The Burleson Autograph 

Postmastrr t: c•ncra l B111'1t•son'" signntur1· is nnt ... 1·ar1·l', b1·1·a11se thl'l'I' Il l '!' 

mHn,\" l',.'. proofs with his sil!'tlllt111·1'. In Pi~. 3. one of his uu toj!l'Uph:-. tnke11 
from H proof hu-.. be1·n pl<lc-t·cl on the lt>ft. To it.. rig-h t i" the 1·<nmterl'eit auto­
graph as writt en on t lw l·'i!!. l <·O\' l' t'. EiH·h u11e of t lll' ten l1•1t l'l''i in thesl' two 
... \ . :-5. Bul'l t':-011 " siir1rnt\11'('" show ,\ide 1lil'fl'l't'llt·t''" Prnuf tha t the <ll lt' 0 11 

Vig. l ('0\' (' I ' i;; II t'ot'!!l' I',\', .\ g11in Q. I-:.() _ 

Conclusion 

.\ forg-1·1· \\ 11111" tu imitut1• th1• tll'i; . .d1111l as c· loscl,\" n-. l"'""ihh•. ('onsl'q1wntl~-. 
lw usuall." has the 1tt•nui1w to us1• a~ 11 modPI r1·om whic·h to 1·up~-. !-;inc·e fu111ou~ 
~\merituns. "llt·h as .\ dmiral Pean·, Postnrn"tf't' t: E'IH'nrl Bu1·l<•son a ntl Pn•si­
dent "\YooJrow \Yilso11. eitlwr p1·1·._c;11all,,· p11rti1·ipated or wt•n• l'los1·l." 1·otltll'l'l1•d 
with the J91 H first fli!-{hts. they did ohlige a l'ew with th1•ir auto!!t'aphs. 'l' l11·M·. 
howen•1-, ;r t'l' ext·el'tli ng-1~· s<·:t I'('('. 

It is l'ntit·<•ly dirt'erent with tlw 1·ount t• rl'eit autoirrnphed c·O\'e rs. Till'." 
111·c· rcl11tin· l~· plt>ntiful. l t t1n 1110l lw estimatrd how man,\' were manttl'a<'llll'· 
t'J. But c·ompurt'd lo the 1·a 1·e c·owt·s with g-enuine 11 utog1·11 phs. our rstimut 1• 
woulJ be something as one ~enuine to ('\'t't',\" 1000 t1rnntcrfeit-;. ThtN, one <'1111 

see that hi-; l' hu1we-; of -;erorin!! a ~<'nuine item for his <·ollc•<'lion are nr~· -;lim. 
' i11 ('e ('0\'('l'!. . uch u the Olll' in Fi!(. 1 with the forgNI signatures or \\"ood­

l'OW "\\il ·on. Pem·~·. A . . ·. Burleson and T. Roo evelt have been t·oming- into 
philat eli1· lrn ndll rather regularl~-. it is hoped that thi-; 11 1rn l~·tic·ul a rtic·le will 
pro,·e helpful. 'l'lw newe1· c·olle<·tot· a nd dt•alt>r appN11.,, to b1• unaw;1rr of t lwsc 
totuit crfeit ('0\'1•r s, and thu:-i un· tlw Olll''i foolctl. :'\(' \'l' t'thell'"s, tlw writrr wa-; 
s urpris<•d about 11 yt>111· 14!0 when u ,.('1!•1·11 11 c·o ll t>1· t11r of l"nit t>cl States llt11mps. 
who ON•Hsionall,\· \\Til l''! fot· \' lll'iOlll' -;tamp pap!'l'S, l'lllll<' ll(l with OIH' Of 1 hC"I' 
1'1·amlule11t t·O\'l'rs. .\ l'll'r ht' \\llS in l'ornwd ll\' th1· wrih1 t', thi" c·oll111'!01· ad­
mittt'cl that hr hnd lll'"Pr k11ow11 1101' heard or ihesl' for:,rl'd "iittleltlll't'". If this 
11rti<·le is st1t·1·es.-.ful in l!<'lli111! tht• word umund . thPn i11 tinw thi-. information 
ma~· -;top till' "Ilk ur tht"l' de1·epti\'l' ('0\'t'I'... Th is i-; Olli' hopt'. ( If . .II . (I .) 

TO JOIN AERO PHILATELISTS 
See Page 56 

Ol'/11/11 r, 1911 t 



UNITED ST A TES 

The 16c Air Mail Stamp of 1918 

Fake Cancellation, July 15, 1918 
On Cover With Block Of Four 

Ii . A. nobinette 
15 3rd St., N .. 
·:-.-:1 i ngton , D. c. 

, 

Fig . I. Cover with counterfeit Philadelphia , July 15. 191 8 c a ncellation on block of four of the 
16c air mail sta mps of 19 18, Scott C2. (W. J. Chamberlin collection) 

111 the April. 191i l issllt' or till' .u:1cu l'Hll .NrELIS'I' \ l'=-.u .. ~. Yolumc \ . [If, 
\'umber -l. an artil·ll· was publi:-hed on a Nmn tcrCcit )lay l:>. 1918. l·'ir"t T1·ip. 
;\(•W York ta1w1•1lution found on a bloc·k or four of thP 2-!. air mail :-tamp or 
191 . l--i<·ott ( '3. Thl' promis1' was mad<.' tlwt ruturt' artit· les would be i1wlmle<l 
in this 1m1~n1zinc ii' a<ltli tiona l 1·ou11t erreit ~ l ay L). 19 1 ~ 1·a11tellutions should be 
round 011 FIRST TRlP covt>1·s enwnatinl! from Philadt•lphia 01· \Yashinirton. 
\'o ·tH·h mate1·iul has bl't'll seen m tlw inten·1• ni11g "ix month:.. Thi;. is llOt 

.;111·prising. The <·ounlc•t·l'eit 1·11n«t>llatio11 is tlw pxc·t•ption whi«h is all to tlw 
l!Ood fo1· pbi h1tel~-. 

..\e1·0 Philatelists held its fourtet'nth annuu l c·onnmtion in .\ tla11ti1· 'ity 
from Octobt•1· 21-23. HHiO. On di.'plur in tlw air mail scC'tion wen• more than 
ei!?hty frame:; ol' exC'eptio11al air mail 111ut crial submitted b~- members of . \ cro 
Philatelists from all O\'l't' the tonntry. The writer 1·ec·alls on~ ver~· interpsting 
t>xhibit or Eurly C11 if«I 8/af( .~ Air Jlu il A11Cl z, p11di11 ('01·l rs ubmittt>d by 
) Jr. \\' . . ). Chambt>t•lin or ( '01·ni llis. Oregon. 0111' (•0\.{' I ', purpo1·ting to ha\'e a 

. 11 rn P/11/ol1 li.•I . I 111111/x ;13 



first flig-ht. Philncli>lphiu, Ju l ~· 1:-i. 191 ~ l'il lH'Cllut ion on 11 blo1·k of 1'0111· o f th<' 
16c· air· mai l stitmps of 191 '. Hcott t'2. a1·oust•d om· c·uriosity. l"n1'01·tunn tely. 
beNlU. e of t fw pt·c:s of llUministt·a ti\·e du tit•-; Ol'l'<lSiOHCd b,\' the f it·st du~· of i:suc 
<'el'C'monies l'or tlw new 7<" fi 1·p.1·ctl ait· mail eoil sta mp. the annual roiwention 
a111.I the • aturdnr nil!hl b11nqurl, it was impos.->ihl r tu c•xamine t his l'O\' ct· and 
ca n<.:ellation as closel.'· as woulll have lwcn de~frctl . The writ er la tcr eo1Tt•spo11d-

2d 
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'l" 

JUL 
12 

I PJYI 

'~'~ 

2e 

ac 
, .... .,..,.., 

fl~ ! 
i~l ~l 
: - cl • ·..:. 1; J , I . ' ~ / ·' , ; . . v )1 . . , 

r ....... --~- · .. 
, .... ' JL: ... ' 
i "::.' 15 

)l;A1 .1 

l~I~ 

PH fl~· 

2h 

·· :. ... -.. ... . 
.:; ... ,.~, .,, ,. . ""' : . .. _ .. 

2f 

Fig . 2. Various typu of 19 18 and 1919 cancellations used on air ma il stamps on covers ema na ting 
from Philadelphia, Pa. 

Ol'l11/111· J!IGJ 



ell wilh Mr. C'hambt•i·lin 1iml lit• WH" kind t•tHlltgh lo ·ubmil hi:-. (·O\'l'r Cur l':>..· 

11rnirnttion 1111d st udy . .\"ow if c/1j'i11il1/!f 1>111y ()( .~lnf«l. 11[/cr co11sicl1rublc .~t11d11, 
flwl /hi.~ 1·01·rr shmn1 i11 fiy11rt 1 ln11rs 11 1·f11111f1 rf1 it c1111crll11fim1. 

Some c·otmh•rl'C'ib t1HJ\' dl'fr dptt•<:tion. \\~ ith dm• dC'fl·t·e111·1• to some' of 0111· 
bl't tc•1· philatelic forl!'et·"· ihi o;w "''<'Ills to b • 11 rather crude .inb. !!ornl c•noUKh 
to fool only t ll(' rclati,·e newconwr in philat •ly who does not know the gc11ui11c. 
But. with th<' in(')'l'ast• in first tla)' c·o\'l'l' collc<·ting. th<'re rxist>. totla~· fn1· the 
fakC' rs H Yiq!in f('l'l'itor~· of li t'\\' (•OIJt'('lOl'i; inte1·esfecl in acqu iring fii~l da_r Ol' 

fit·st trip cancc•llatio11s ou some of tlw older l"nitl'J 8tak:-. uir mails stamps. 
Of 1·oursc•. a block of four on fit .. ;t day or .fii"i>t rliA"hl C'O\' l'l' i 1111 e'·en more tlc­
..,irnble picc·e . 

. \ 1·11rson· glanc·r at thh. 1•nunft>rfeit Ntll<'Pllation. when ..,l't'n in thc• t'ranws 
at .\ tlnntil· ('it.'" i11di1·11t1'cl that " thc•rc wus -;onwthini:r 1·otten in thC' State• of 
~t·w -h·1·sr,-, ·· 'I'his dill 11ot rrsc•mbh• 1111\' of thr known t111H·c·llutions from 
PhiludC'lphln . On•r tlw ·'' l'<H'l'. thr wl'itc1· h

0

as rxam inecl a g-rC'at number of .July 
J:l. 191 c·o,·1·rs 1•nrn1111ti11:.r from t lrnt c·ity. >;ot onl~· did thi-.. t»lntellation bP;11· 
110 :-.imil111·ity to known lt-1.!'itin111t C' Philadelphia ('llt1l'cllatio11s. it clitl not e\'<.'ll 1·c­
"emble any 1·a111·l•lluti1111~ found 011 uir· nrnil -.,tamps dm·in:.r 191 or an~· ~·ear 
th<• •·eat't er. lt should be strt>s. ed. of l·cmrse. thal Philadelphia c·;11wellation-; 111·p 

less <·urn 11 m11 than those• of Sew 'tork or Washi11hrton. ""hen the ril'st ·<"1wdul e1l 
Hir mail 1·oull' was e-;111blish t•d 011 .\l a' l ::i. 1!lLM, it i11C•lud<•cl nll three l·itie'i. \\'u:;h­
i11gto11. :\1•w York and Philatlt·lphia: llowe,·1·1-. 1tlthm1i.d1 W11shi11irto11 and :\1•\\ 
Ynrk 1·011ti1111t•d tu 1·t•m11i11 l'oc·al poi11h 011 thi.., fi1·-.,t air mail ro11h•. Philadl•lphia 
Josi lhi-; disti11C'lio11 aftl·t· a little' mo1·r tlw11 n11e .war. 'flw last rlil!hl frorn 
Philudl•lphin lo );1•w York a11d \\'<1-.hing-1011 look plac·c 011 Salul'llu.r .. ful,v l!I. 
19Hl 011 the otc·asicm of llw fit·st . i'.lights at the m•w 1·edu1·1'1l 2<' uit· mail mtl'. 

3 Copies of C3a 

Sold for $25,450 

In 10 months wo h,.ve ,old three U S. 24c airmail inverts fo r S25,450. Posifion 
14, sold most recontly wen to a New Jersey collector for $9 000 of prove lo sale. 

The Dr Cole C"PY posit.on 32 wos bought by o New Yor~ dooler for $7 250. 
despite a creese in our Moy 10 ouction lh earlier elling price: $-4 500. 

The T. Chor Ion Henry copy po>ifoon 94 wolh sheet morgon b rought S9 200 
lthen a record) on ur 1ole of Dec. 16 1960. Tho buyer was a New Engoond 
collector 

Let us hondlo Y"ur rore oirmoils. 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
560 Fifth Avenue {at 46th St.), New York 36, N. Y. 

Intemntionol Auctioneers of Fine tomps 



On lh C' following :\fondu~· • . Jnl~ 21 , 1919. Philadelphin was d t·oppt'd from the 
ail' mail l'outc. 

1"01· ('Olllfllll'.:Jti\·E' pUr(lOSl' S, illttsl l'ill(•d Jte1·ewith <ti'(' the \"ill'iOUS kirnls Of 

c·a11rE'llations usPd from Pltiladrlph ia d11ri11ir the pl'riod noil'd abon, :\la.\· l:l. 
191 to .J ul~· HI, HIH>. (See Fig u1·e 2. ) 'l'hes<• ('anc-ellation: rail i11t o the fol­
lowing- fin~ main •~roupit1!!' : 

36 

(1. ) Th e large cir<:ulat· rnbbc1· lta11dstamp reading .\ IR .:\LHL . 'ER\' H ' E 
W.A.'HI:XC-t'l'O~ :X. Y. PHILA. inside tht• top pe1·imt>ler and the 
point of origin. PIHL.\ . 111 the bottom of the cil'<:le. The diameter 
or the l' in·le is 32.:>mm. and the' handstamp bas~ kill er hars at the 
riµ-ht. in aduition. >Jr1~· 1:). 191 ('Hll('l'llations it1(' Judc the worus 
l·'IR.'T TRIP. (Hl'c l•' iµurc 2i1. ) 

(2. ) ThE' sa me cin·ulat· handstamp as in ( I. ) nbon• without the words 
P IHHT TRlP. The clak slug eomes with and without the hour. 
'Where no hom· ap11ea1·s. tht' dat !' i · a llll'ec-line in rription. Those 
with the hour s lug an• in four liJ1cs. th e> hour being inn1ri<1bly on 
lhc third line•. ( HN• l·' il!ure · 2c. 2d, 2c. 2f. :lg. 2h. 2.i anti 2L.) 

( 3. ) ('ircnlar strel lrnrnl"tamp as in Figure 2b measul'in~ 26mm. in dia­
mete r . 1'he year appears ontsid<• and slil?'htly to the 8 . r.. of th E' 
c·i l'(·l e. The word · PlllLA. P.\ a1·e i11sidl· the lop prl'imc! Pl' u11u the 

21 

2k 
2L 

Fig. 2. (Continued) 

Ol'/11/1rr1 196 1. 



Fig. 3. Counterfeit Philadelphia, Pa ., July 15, 1918 cancellation on a blod of four of the 16c air 
mail •tamp• of 1918, Scott C2. (William P. laird collection . Photo by Boulrelle) 

name of the :;tat ion appea1·s ai thl• bottom of the ti1·1·lr. Dat e am] 
houl' Hl'f' in two li11t>s. Th!'l'l' is a \'Ht'i;rnl of this lrfl<' in whi(·h th<' 
wo1·1l PILIL.\l>ELPfll.\ i.s not abbrr,·iall'CI. Bolh J~·pr~ 1·omr with 
horizonta l g'l'i<I kill<'l'S al ri;.dtt. ThPsc• 1111\·1• n11111lw1· <-enl c1·~ with 
Jhrt'e ba r~ abo\'e and below lhr l·ent!'r portion. 

t -L ) ('it'C'ltlar m111·hirw 1·a11<·t'lla l i11n as irr Figure 2i. 'T'hc di;111wt 1•1· of tlw 
l' ir«·l r is ~ I mm . and tlwl'e nl'e six_ wa, .. , .. lirws al l'i~dit. ).;'oil' th1• ab­
srnc·e of the Y1•i11·. The tover from whiC' h this illustn1tio11 wus nrndt• 
i.., bac·kstamp

0

ed .\ugust 3. Hll '. 
{:l. J ('il'C'ular ma1·hi1w ca ncellation as in Fif!Ul'e 2k. with seven horizontal 

killer I ines at right. Dia met el' of the ci !'cle L 21 mm. 

Examirration of tliCS!' fi ,·c major types or Philadelphia 1·a 111·cllution~ in ­
dit·Hte · that onl r t~·pe 2i hea t·" a 1·emotl' 1·espmbl en<·t' to tlw c·ountel'l'l'it c·a11c·el­
h1tion ·hown in l<'i~UJ't• l and this onlr bt'l'll llSt' of the positiorr of the u11ubbre­
\"iated " Pllll.Al)l'} l.Plll.\ .. in tltl' top ul' the 1:ird c• .• \II t lw known genuine 
1·an<·l'lla t ions usc·d on .J ulr l:i , 191 ' first fli~h t <·o,·c·1·s from Philaclelp!t iu wit It 
tire 16<· 11i1· mail srnmp arc as shown in Fi1?m·es 21'. 2g and 2h. . 'o. one mnr 
t'eason that tlw nJHker of t hc 1·uu11terfrit was tl'~· ing- to simulall' one or these>. 
However·. hl' fa iled misel'ablr in man.'· pa rti«ul a l's. t'omparc• tlw c·ha1·11r tcristic·s 
ul' buth thl' J.!l'llllill<' a 11d l'Ullllfl·1·1'i>i t 1·11n1·l•lla tio11s. as follows: 

<:c 1111 i111 1·1111c1tl11lio11., r 'i11111·1.< :!f. :!y. 111111 :.!Ii . 

I. 'l'lre h<>i;!ht uf tlw lt•ltl'l's in ··.Jl ' L .. is :-J l :!mm. 
2. The hei~ht o( the IPt11•1·s in tire ho111-. ·· J2:\I. ·· is :j l :!mm. 
3. The ll•tt e1·s in · · .J l ' I. ·· llt'l' thin and m11Tow, sli~h t l .'· unde l' :lmm. 

wid . 
-1-. The top "lrnkc• ul' t lw · ·1 ·· in ·· ]:)'' points tu the- ll' l't. T ire 1op 

!-.l l'Okl's or till' . . L ·s·· in .. HJJH"" are \"Cl')' ·ho1·t, Hii d point Jown­
wa n l to t Ire lef t . 

• 1 . The basr of t lw ··I ·· in .. l :; .. lrns a ho1·izontal bm·. 
Cl. The .. :) · • in • · I :) .. leans to the l'iglit. 
7. 'l'hP .. 5 ·' in · · I :l.. has H long 111 i I. 

'I'het·e is 1.1 round ball at the encl of tlrr ta il in ' ·;;:· 
!J. '!'he .. ;) " Lil •• l :l .. is 3mnr. wide. 'J'hc .. ' .' H ml .. 9 .. 0 [ 191 ' l.ll'C 

2mm. wiJe. 
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10. .July i abbreYiatrd " Jl:L" 
J1. The ra ncellation bea1· the words .\ CR )IA I L HERn C'E \\ ... ..t-\. H. 

X. Y. PUIL.\.. uL the top and si1lcs uf the cirC'le and th word 
PIIILA. at the bottom. 

Cu1111luftil ca 11 cG llatiu11 - Fig111·c, 1. 

l . The height of the letter in ·-.n·LY"' is 3:~ 1 mm. 
2. The height of the letter · in the hour. 6PM, i 2=•4 mm. 
3. The letter in "JL"LY"' uc thick and 212mm. wide. 
-±. Tlte top stroke,., or the ·· 1 ·· in "' l:'i" 111111 in · · 191f.. .. point tlown-

wu rd lo the left. . \ 11 such st rokcs a•"' uniform in wicll h. 
3. 1'be ba c of the ··1 ··in ··15 ·· 1111 , no hori z1mt11I ba1·. 
6. 'I'll<' " :> · · in " l:)" is upright. 
7. Tbe··;)'' iu '· J5 " ha:a ·lto1·t tail. 
8. There is no round balJ al ll1e c•nd o[ the tail 111 •• .). "' 

9. The numbers•·!)"'. ·•, · • und · ·9·· HI'<' 21 :!mm. widr. 
10. ··JL"LY" is spelled out with the ··y ·· <tl end. 
11. PJTTL.\DELPll L\ P.\ . oc<·npit>;.. lhl' lop 1111<1 s i<lPs of lht> insid<' 

of the c·il'clc and'· 1!)1 ~'" appraro;; at tht• bollom wlwre ·· P ll 1 L.\ . .. 
11urmall.'· HJlfl<'!I 1-s iu I he i.re1n1i11t•. 

Thr ro11111t•r fciler prep111·t•tl an at11·;H·ti,·1· t·U\"C'r for his dl"!ims. ~oho that 
t he Jrnndslamp is al most 1wrfocllr c·cnte1·rd on !ht• blo('k ot Jou1· Hi<- stamps. 
Should an)' rea<ler l"rcl that this <'ountcl'feit ca1wcllation is an isolated rxamplc. 
a photograph o[ a ·i111 ila1·, althoui.rh not ' O well ecnl t•1·cd c-ot111le1·fcit <·anc·t•lla ­
tion supplied b~- )fr. Willi11m P. LnirJ of ~l inneapolL. ~ l inn C'-:ota (8<><' l<' igu t·r 
3.) is sho,\"'n. Point · of simifarity can be '<'en nt a g-lance and 11erd no ru1·ther 
analy is. 

1'he1·e are other general ehai·acteri tics 0 1' this eountedcil ca ncellation which 
are unlike genuine cancellations u ed on the. Jul~· 15, 191 ' flights. ~'irst , all 
~cnuine hn11dstam1r u.se<l in the 191 ' prriod ill\•ariably Jrn,·e four hoi·izontal 
killer bal' at the right of the cil'cle. • ·erond. on almost ult gt'nuine Jul_,. 13, 
191 ' cancellation . the hour is l:Bl, a lthough sC\'<'l·al with 10A~l ha,•e been 
noted. (.'ee Fig'Ul·c 2h.) Thit-d. on all genuine July 13, l!Hc' c·anccl la tion'. 
there are 110 per iod· al"trr eithr1· .A )( or p)[. . \ s H matter or [a<'l. the writrr 
has exami11e1l lnwll1·r<ls of cO\"Cr" with buth ha11dstamps allll ma1·hi1w 1·a1wcl­
Jation . a1ul <'an <·ategori<:ally stai r that ttu pel"iods were 1• \'e1· sl'Cll after A:\J 01· 
P:\1 on thf'.'it' l"Hlll.:ellalions. '1'111.' Po~• orrice Drpartuumt just did 110\ USf' tht•m. 
111 rontrast In these llu·ee l(r1w1·11l c·hara<·tc•1·istit·s 011 ~P11t1im• ca11!·ella tions, tlw 
l'Ollllter[eil C'll lWf' llatio11 has no lnms 111 rig-hi. is 1•1tlll°C•lled oP:;\l ;1111l 1lw1·e Hl"l' 

prrioth .. a ft er both · · P · · and .. ~l"' i11 I hp hour. 
H thr eanccllntion Oil thc• (•()\"Cl' slt0\\"11 iu l·'i1.n11·e I "l'ClllCd duubt rut whr 11 

fii-;..-1 srcll in th<' fn1mcs al .\ 1lan1ic l'it~·. t llC're was ~omcthing about the• ap[H~ar­
anrc o( the rm·<-lope itself wltic·h arnusrd suspic:io11. The paper wa: li:rht pow­
dl'l".'" blue in rolor, similar to <1ir mail cll\·elopcs i11 use loday. T h<' weight a nd 
texture of the paper were al o very imilar to the papr r used b_,. air mail e11 -
,·elope manufacturer:.: 110\\'<Hla~·s. On the face of I he ell\·elope, in the u pprr 
renter portion. there is a rath<'l' 1wominenl wat ermark in script Jelle1·s l'ra ding 
'k)·-Rite. ( .'ce Figure J .) Ou thr upper left part or the nap on re\•er.e <tp­

pears the l e~end - al ·o in wal erma1·k - ·· SKY-RJTE ' · Re~. . 8. PA 'I'. OPF'.' ' 
On the upper right part of thi · llap t11e wnterma1·kecl lege11d rNHls DI·~ .' . P AT. 
P l~XO. l n ~cneral appearance. the ell\·elope r e emhkd thosr or r ttl'l'ent vin­
ta"'e; it c·ertainly b0t·e not e,·en a. remote liken<'"" to thr Lrnndreds of ru,•clope · 
which the writ er ha een tt>ed Oil air mail fli ght tlu1·ing th 191 pcrio1l. 

3 Ol'luber, l:Jt;J. 



''"'~~ox,.o .. o ., . 3.,00 

.A~IERIC .. ~ ewEH .. \..~ Pl:;Lp .. A .... ~OCL\.TION 
0 ...... ... , . ,. • 

...... Ollt0Atot4TIOH TO •-Ot40'Tl 1'MC WC:LrA"t 0 " THI PAP<-'9 ANO P'Ut..P ""'HUP'ACTU lll lttCJ IHOU&Tft"f' 

Hr. Philip Silvar 
149 Cl• rkaon Ave . 
Brooklyn 26, N. Y. 

Dear Hr . Silver : 

12 :.t EAHT ·&.2 " I' STRERT 

~"'"=''"YOIHC 171 :N . Y . 

Hay 23, 1961 

Upon receipt of your letter of Hay 22 aa king 
for info rm·a tion concerning the watermark " Sky-Rite", l 
che eked v itb the Wr iting Paper Ha nuta eturera Aeaoeiation, 
which ia one of our Divieional Aaaoeiationa . They keep a 
record of wa t erma rk• and brand1 1 and their record• indicate 
t hat the Ag ency Paper Company, Nev Yor k , N. Y., manufa cturer• 
ot daek e a landace, deek calendar pade, etc., are tba owner• 
ot tbia vaterma<ek. The ragietration number ii 41~ ,043, eeri al 
number 483, 414; date it vae f1r1t ueed ii February ~. 1945 . 
The ragietra tion date la November 27, 1945 . 

Thie company doee not eeem to b e liet•* in the 
paper trade diraetotiae and ma y ba out o f bu1 ine1a, or 1t• 
name cha nged . The U. s . Patent Office in Waehington , D. C., 
may ba a ble t o give you further information about tba company 
a nd va auggaet you cont a ct that office. 

AKS 

l hope th• above will be of eoma help to you , 

Ve~truly youre, 

6~~61~ 
Robert I. O' Connor 
lxacutiva Secretary 

P. S. We are retu r ning, baravitb, tba photoatatie copy 
of a n e nve lope eboving the wa t e rma rk, which you eaa t ua. 

Fi9. 4. l etter received from the American Paper end Pul p Auocietion 9iving the pedigree of 
the envelope thown in Figure I. 
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Dur·in~ tlw p •l"iod of stt11l_,. ot' t11is C'nnc•cllution, t11e wrjter h:1<1 lw1•11 i11 1·011. 
lal"I with lh·. ~- .J. L'e111·hansk,· or Ba,·0111w. :\ew .Je1·s1'''- In the (·0111-sr or build. 
ill)! up Olli' or tlw fon•most ri·l',..I t111y

0 

l"OYer 1·olh•ttions
0 

in this (·ountr~·. Dr. Pen-
1·hansky had had ON·asion lo bN·ome t•11meslwc1 in the lH' IS or some uf Olli" phila te­
Ji1· detei\'Pt·s and had Ht·qnired [rom th<>m sonw fir,..t clay 1·0\'1•r items with 
c·oun tedeit ranct'llations. Ou1· !·on. ultation rc•,·calc•d 1hat the c·ou11terf<'il rovrr 
shown in Figure 1 was o[ lhl· same v intag-e as some on Yar·iou • .; first du_,. tO\"t'l"s 
ac·qnircd b.r Dr. Penc·hansk~-. and subsequently donated b~· him 10 the <>xc·el lent 
rere1·eu1·1• tollrttion of such nrnter·ial in tlw hands o~ the Philutt'li<· 1"on11dation 
or :\°c•w Yo1·k. lt was whilr studying- thi ' material at the Foundation "s ot' ric·cs 
that a suggestion was reeeiYeJ whi1·h upell<'d a not her anmue of rlekction. The 
(•UJ"ator or the Philatelic F'ounclation . Ug'j!estctl we write to the ~\mel"i1·an Paper 
n11d Pulp .\ ssoc·iation in ~rw York to !!<'t tlw 1wdigrrt' and nge of the papl'r 
u.;ed ror· the rn,·elope. '!'his inquit')" was most prn<lu(·ti,·e. ~hown in foll is 
the repf)· rec·ci,·ed from that or1.w11ization. (See l·'i{!ure 4.) 

80. if an)· 11ec·e sit~· cxist<>d to fu1·t lwr nail llown this fraud. this was the 
1·lindwr. How 1·ould a 191 ' r;111c·<'llut io11 han bren l c•iritimute l~· used on an 
c11,·efope that was fir -st mannfac·tnrPd 1111<1 nsl'!I in l!l4~> ! The 1111swc>I' is ob\"ious, 
it 1·ould 1101. 

111 th<• 1111mbt•1· of .n·ars tire• writP I" has lwt:>n sprc·iali:1.i11g in thr t•arl_,. air 
mail c·m·t'1·s of Ill!' l "nit ed Statt>s. lw has S<'l'll 011/y 011c N>l'll" wiflt 11 bhwk of 
four of .'froff (':.! lu111·i11{) 11 gt 11ni111 .Jufy Jfi . J.<Jl rn1wtflttfio11. '!'his c·o\•er· is 
in the t·ollec·tion or Dr. f>('IH"hansky . Thl' r·OYPl". SPlll by P. II. \\'an!, .fr., bear" 
a Nll'll<'r card of 'l'lw l'lwlt en Eledril" C'o., ( t h'n111111tnwn ) Ph iladl'lplria. Pa . a11d 
is addrc>s."ed to )fr. t :eorg:c TI. Wanl. c· o l'nder·wmHl T~·pewrilt>r ( 'o., 14th and 
~- Y. r\\'t>. , :\. \Y., \\'nshing:tcm. n. ('. Likt' Figu1·e 2h. this 1·owr is also 1·1111c·rl­
l<•d IOA:\L The onh· rrason this r·oYtff i" not illnstrat ed is bec·ausc thr c·a1wrl­
latio11 is \'rry li~lrtl): stnu·k u111l would not show in a p1·i11tt>d illustration. 

Again. all the c·onntt'rreit cam·ell11tions that haw brrn 11otrd wt-r<' on bloc·ks 
of foU1· shm1ps or ('2, not on singlti stump,.. \Y1• su rm ise the 1·N1:on Cot· this i!-1 
hr<·1111sr c·o,·er'S with .Jul)· 1.), l9 1X c·ancellatio11s 0 11 • '<'ott ('2 wc1·r not too x-
1wnsi,·c unt il quitr n•('entl~· and, as lo11g- as a c·ou11tc1·rt:>it <"<llH:ellutio11 was b<'in~ 
applied to suc·h COYCl"S. it was thought bl'"t to applr 1hem to multiple r>ic<·es 
whi<:h would hu,·c 11 [ar greater ·ale: Yaluc·: Prom 1933 to 1936 the ··. '<'olt 

pecialize<l C. . Catalogue ·· Ii te<l a Julr 15. 191 fii"t flight co,·et· from a low 
of $10.00 to a high of . 20.00. Price in the " anabria Air :Jlail Catalogue· · 
were approximately the ame. Al o. r etail price u ually are at a di count .from 
ea talogut> prices. Prom corre. ponJence whkh the w1·itcr has seen offering these 
spurious it<>ms 10 1111 ·u ' pectill!? t>ollectors. the p~t·iotl o( manufattur·e ma~· be 
plul·ed al about 1%3. So. to m1111 ufn<·t111·l· 11 f!iil'I_,. rnluabll• ilt'm. tl1l' 1·onnte1·­
l"t•it ers appli1•d t ill' 1·ou11t e1·fpit (01ll1(0 t'llations to blo<·ks or four stamps. 

L1wkil~·. mo"! 1·1n1 nt erreitPrs a1·r 11ut as c·o11,·p1·sa11t with philatf'I." as 1hl'.'" 
should he. 1'1w two ('llllllt!'rf('it ('ll ll tPlla tions shown in Pil{lll"('S I 1111d a art' (' X ­

t remcly l 0 1"1Ule job-.. in thr opi11io11 of the• Wl'ilrr·. Jf Oii(' wilJ but take the lint!' 
to go O\'!'I' thP points of diffp1·<>nc·1• pn•viousJ_,. 1H>tNl hetwrPn the genuine and 
cou11tr rt"eit cancellations. ht> will SN' !hut no s<'1·io11."l altrmpt was madt' 1o fool 
the informed c·nllec·tor·. Our ptll"JlO!-.P, in publishin~ this artit·le, is lo make lwth' r 
informed rollec·tor. out or all l'. S. nir m11il s1wc-iu lis1s. It will bt> npprr<·ia trd 
ir inform11tion about simila r material would be sent to 1ht' \\'l"it r>r·. who will 
publish •rn<·h infornrntion in fut111·<> llJ·tic·lr'i in this magazine. (/'. 8 .) 

FOR BOOKS ON AIR MAILS 

See Page 42 

.JO Qt"lo1Jt r , l!llil 
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#Ek!! FIRST 1962 EDITION 

HARRIS 
U.S.A. 

CATALOG 
*** 

HUNDREDS OF VERY 
LATEST PRICE CHANGES! 

New U .S. & B.N.A. Catalog - containing hundreds of important price changes - is a 
must for every collector. Compiled by expert~ of the world's largest tamp firm. this new 
H arris FIRST 1962 Edition concai~ 160 large page~ wi1h nearly 2000 clear illusirations. 
You'll find all major U.S. Postage and Air Mail issues fully illus1ra1ed and priced ... plus 
Special Delivery, Parcel Post. Envelope Squares. Postal Cards. Telegraphs. Savings Stamps. 
Officials. Revenue . Postage Dues ... AND a big specially ~ection featuring plate number 
blocks. first day covers. Americana. and others. Also illustrates and prices Uni1ed Nations, 
British North America, and U.S. Possessions. EXTRA ... Complete U.S. Stamp Identifier 
- a valuable section that quickly indica1es the difference between rare and common look­
alike stamps. ALL 1his and more in one BIG ca1alog for only 3.Sc! Mail handy order 

**************** 
KAltltlS f"lltST 11162 EDITION - U. S. & B.N.A. 
Cataloc contains hundreds of price chances and 
includes: 

• All major U. S. Poslace and Aormaol Issues 
••• PLUS Special Delivery, Parcel Post. Envelope 
Squares, Postal Cards. Telecraphs, Savlncs Stamps, 
Offlclals, Revenues. Postage Dues. 

• Popular specoaltoes such as m int position 
blocks. plate number blocks, m int sheets. per­
forated coils, booklet panes, first day covers. and 
other Items. 

• Complete illustrated listings of U. S. Posses· 
sions, Confederate States, United Nations and 
British North America. 

• Big " Americana" section - postal tributes 
to the United States , on foreign stamps. 

• U. S. Stamp Identifier - fully Illustrated 
booklet. Use It to check your own collection for 
valuable h idden stamp treasures! 

.4MElllCA ' S MOST WIDELY-USED U. S. CATALOG 

.4trr1 Ph iltttll1~1 .J 1111t1/ 

coupon below for your copy of 1he famous 
HARRIS U.S. Catalog - F IRST 1962 
Edition. It's your best reference book. and 
most reliable source of supply for desirable 
issues at money-saving prices! 

FIRST m EDITION . 35c 

~ 
r-
1 

H. E. HARRIS-& cO. __ _ 
Catalog Dept. Boston 17, Mass. 

I 
I 
I 

I 
Please RUSH me, poslfree, lhe all·new First 1962 
Edi tion of your 160 pace catalo1, UNITED STATES 
STAMPS, U.S. POSSESSIONS & BRITISH NORTH 
AMERICA, lncludlnc the U.S. Stamp Identifier, 
etc. I am enclosonc 35c. 

II Name - -------------

Address -------------

' City lo I State _ _ 

'--~--~--------------~ 
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THE FIRST AIR MAIL STAMP OF THE UNITED STATES 
By Henry M. Goodkind 

Mostly about the famous 24c red and b lue s tamp of 1918 and the one s heet with the 
Inverted Centers. T his booklet of 12 pages w ith 8 except lonal lllus tratlons offers In­
formation wh ich few know a bout ou r first air s t amp. P rice $1 .00 postpaid. 

• \ i:ro P ltilotelisli'. Inc. 22 Eost 35 lrect e•" York 16, N. Y . 

AIR MAIL STAMP BOOKS 

"The Black Book" : the AERO PHILATELIST'S NEWS, 
Volumes 1 to 8 with Index. 

Price $35.00 

• 
"The Blue Book": the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS, 

Volumes 1 and 2 . 
Price $10.00 

• 
"The Red Book" : the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS, 

Volumes 3 to 5 with Cumulative Index for Vols. 1 to 5. 
Price $15.00 

A i•ery limited printing. Only ab~11t 25 of each 1·cmain. 

Send order and remittance to: 
Stanley R. Rice 
120 Broadway 

'c» York 5, . Y. 

THE HAWKER STAMP OF NEWFOUNDLAND 
By Henry M. Goodkind 

An exhaustive study of this famous stam p along with its companion issues such as the 
Martinsydes. 23 pages are devoted lo these aero-philatelic gems along with 1 '4 illustrations. 

This handboo• received rave reviews from the philatelic press all over the world. 
Price $ 1.00. 

22 East 35 treet • c w York 16, . Y. 

nd11li1 1·. 1flG1 



UNITED STATE 

The 24c Red and Blue of 191 

The June Boston Ma . First Flights 

...... _ ......... , ... ................... _ ...... 

\ 

........ .,.._ ... 
Oapta1' Bo11"1T•r, 

• o Pona•'"• l'ffibf A lR 
MAIL m lo.non,-.. 

'?o be .U.&.iver.4 in ... Yol'k to 
Mr. Jrorri•, .>upt. o~ !.!ail to 'be .,.;";>) 
Hnt troa :rew Yorlc to Bonon .,,._ ,~.,._ I ••"'•0 ..,. 

•eroplazle. ...,IJl,I! 
1 

• • ~• .,._ 

AE '"IAL MAIL. _ _ _ V!A N:·:: ': :~·< ~N C . ,. 

Fig. I. Washington, D. C. to 805lon, Mtss. via New York, N. Y. June I, 1918 cover. (All photos 
by Boulrelle) 

Introduction 

)Ia~· 15, 191 marked the inougW'al of the regular U. air mail etTice 
between the three ea. tern citie of Xew York. Philadelphia and 'Ya. hington . 
Readin!? tht- Po tma ter Heueral". report for 191. one see that the C.S. Po. I 
Offh:c Dcpnrtment ·. ambit ion was to ma kt• this donH• ·ti<· air mail . er,·ic·e a 
rxt('nsivc as possible. as quick!~· as pradical. Con cq ucntly. Boston , -:\Ins . was 
i111dcd as tlw fourth l'i ty for ai r po:-.t st'n·iN• ut tht' bt·~i11ning or" .Ju1w Hll ' , 
j11-;t 11ho11t two Wl'l'k:-. afll•1· thl' )1 11.'· 1:;111 ina11gtll"a l flights. 

Thr hio;tor._,. of lht• ri1·st rlights to and rr·om Ro:-.ton. ~1<1 .·:-.. i;, i111ereo;ti11)!. 
1'hi;, has lwt>ll wrll dt>-;1·ribt>d in pusl w1·i1 ill)!s nnd l'1H·h rlig ht or· lt>g' is lisfrd 
in thP -;prc·iulb:ed air· mail 1·a talo:.rtH•s. X1•\"1• 1·thelei-s, th<' pl'c·st>11t l;!t'll!'l"ll t ion 
or I '. s . ail· mail 1·0llN·lors doe:. not seem to be us fa miliar as it s hould bl' with 
tht• liosto11 rir-;t f lights. 1'ht'n•l"on', this ur t it·lc will try to l't'\"it•w this ucro­
philnteli<: his tory. 

(•'nrthe rmort'. it mu;,I bP l'l'lllembcr!'d thut the rinit Uil" mai l slll mp of tht• 
l 'nitNI States. the 2-h- rPd and blttP (S<·ott ('3 . .'a11abl'i1:1 I ) , was usrd 011 mo.o;t 
all tht• rirs1 rli(!ht t·O\'t•1·-;, as the l'ah• wao; twt•nty.four 1·1•nts. Onl~· a few <·ovpr-; 
\\t'l'r pr·epaid with po.,tH!{e -;tamp-;. 

Washington.Boston June I, 1918 Experimental Flight 

'l'ht• illuo;tr11tion ( l•'i~. 1) show .... 0 1w of tlu• rowt''i mailP<l on .June 1, Hll , 

, f 1 rn J>l11/nl./ i1</ . I 111111 43 



rrn111 \\'asl1i11g-ton. D. f'. to Ro. ton. )[11s.~. \•in ~t'W ,~ork ii\·. ' PIH.' anow poi111. 
lo lhe .June l , 19 1H W ashinglon, D. ( '. l'Ulll'ellation. whid1.is lhe sunw one lhut 
was fit. t usl'd on the .\ l ay 15. 191 ' i naugu ral flig hls l°l'om W ashi111£10tt to 
~ew York and Phila<lelp hi;i, exccpl that the words, · · Fir st Trip." be11eat h th l' 
~·ea l' date " 191 ' " ha\·e bceu 1·emovcJ . 

A tcor<ling to the " Amet·iNlll Ai1· Mail atalogur, .. 2 lbs. of mail Wl'l'C' 
('Ul'l'ie<l. Thi. lllC'<llls tha1 on lv a l'rw hundr·rd eo\·C' rs wPre se11t on l lw .Tune I. 
Hll exp1'rimental flight. Tl{c Fig. 1 cove!' was SE'nt to Xew York 'ity. where 
it was held t'or tJ1e mail goin" on the fo·st ~ew York-Boston. ~[ass. flight 
scheduled l'or June 3. 191 . The flight , ber1nrs<• of a n accidE'nt. had to be lJOSt· 
ponecl until June 6, 191 . 

The illustrated l'O\·e r (F ig. 1) bears eight diffe l'ent po. tma1·ks a nd ra nce l­
lat ions, a well as 1 lw sPnclC'r ·s t ,\' fJ l'\\TittE'n instl'm·tions on tlie left side of the 
em·elopc. Eath mal'king will now rec·ein • comment. 

On tire right tmuel' t he stamp is a two-11'.11c mnrking .. Ji'ir.-it .tl ir/ Jfttil,. in 
('11pi/11/ IL ff er8. TL1is marking has 11ot been seen b~· !lie wriler on any ot hPr 
l'i1-st fli g ht "o,·e r·s l'rom ?\M\" York to Boston ot· retur11. :\or coul tl uny 1'1't'eren<·1• 
he found tatin~ that this spe<·if'i<· mal'kinjl was u. ecl onl~· on th <' .J1111<• 1. 191 ,' 
t'irsl fli l!hl t-0vet"S originu ling in \Yash ington , D. ( '. 

Relow thl' t11'oremc>11 lio11ecl mu1·king- and 10 its l~fi is tht' rive- line Bos1011. 
~[11s.~ . SpN·ial l)eJiq>ry .Junt• 6, Hll ' post lllll l'k. 'l'his is 1 he p\· idc•nt·e 1ha1 th is 
c-onr a l'l'ivetl in Boston on June 6t h on the firs1 rli1?ht. 

Tn tht' lower le fthan<l ('01'11 1· is u long one-line postmar·k l't'auing, "_\ erial 
)Lail .... Yia ~<'w York.·· all with upperca. e lette1-s. This m111·king is round 
on all tlte ~rw York to Bo ton l'irsl flight cowrs. 

Above and just to the ril!ht of this latter postmark is the wonl , "l n-
1·laimecl, ·· and abCl\'c it •· Hct nrrw<l to W1·itpr" indic·alion. Obvious!~· . t'uptain 
Bo.rr·i,·er di1l llOt rc11<:h Boston. There fo1·e. the Boston , :'\las.'I. post offite held 
thL'I letter u111il ,Junt' 18. 191 , anJ on lhat Ju.r r el umt>d it tu the senJcr i11 

W ashington , D. ( '. 1' his is indi<·ated by the sma ll ('i1·<:ulu1· mu<·hine <·ant·ellatiou 
wi th th1' wu \·yti11c t'lng-, hit ju.'lt l o the le ft ul' the Wai;hington .Junt> 1. 1918 
c·a ntel. 

)[any or the fir-I flight rovers of bolh i\la.r l :l. 19 1' am! June 1-6, 191, 
\\'Cl'C sent b~· or ganization . inte re ted in fur thering air j)OS1. Thus, ('0\'e l" or 
the "Aero C lub of America, . and the "Xational ~.\erial Coast Patrol Commi. 
sion · · contained a form letter , which aero-p hil atelist find of inter e t. The 
letter in the Fig. 1 co,·er i · illu trated in F'ig. 2. 

New York-Boston First Flight 

As p re \·iously ment io1w<l, t Jr,. first l'light l'r om .:'>IC'w 101·k to Boston, Mas.~ .. 
S{· hrJuled fo1· .J mw 3. 191 . was postponed until .Ju1w 6, 191 . The Fi~. B 
<'O\'el' t· l earl~· <lemon!oihtl f's this. A,·,·orcling to .. 'I'h,, StnnJal'd Airpost Catalognt' 
( 1931) , ·· a .1"1·e1H·h Arm~· avia tor. Lieu1. Vannelle, was se lected to fly thi. in­
uugnr a l muil 011 .June 3, 191 8. Bul his plune met with un al·dJent ut B c>lm onl 
Park, ~. Y. 'Phis is lhl' well-known rat1' tratk or :-.lew Yol'k Ci ty on Jtear b.r 
L ong l sla nJ. T he (•OUl'Sl' 's t1·at•k a11J lul'ge in ri t>ld huppencJ to be the most 
a('(·Cs."ib le to Xew York fo1· a n a i l'plam>'s ta k,•ol't' in 191 . 0 r rou1·se, no a ir 
fie lds e xL-;l ed at thal lime. Three days la tpt·, on .Jun · 6th, Lieu1. T on ey H. 
\\rebb of the L ~. Army. lhe pilol who had sutces.'il'ull~· <·omµl i>ted the first 
Xt>w Yor·k-Philudplphia flight on l\lay l rl. 191 . <·arried lite mail l'rom )Jew 
Yo1·k to B oston 0 11 its i111111gural tt·iµ . 

The ael'o-phi latelist 's g reat est in1 e res1 in lhe.se Hoslon fi rsl l'light t'O\'e rs 
µrobabl~· is the new <·anc·Plla tion useJ . '!'he al'row 0 11 1',iu. 3 µoi nls to the blank 
portion : the pre\'ions words, " \Yash. ~. Y. l'hiln . . , haYc be<'n rrmovcd from 

Orloba, 1961 



""HI WHO CONMAND9 THI: Allt CONMAHDS AU.­
- Cl.U• O' A•UltCA. .... 

Kattodal .Amal Clout,mol ........... 
411-413 UNION TRUST BUILDING 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

CINTllAL COMM~I 

..... ~~-
- ~-'!!""TL r&AllT ...... ~ 
-":\=----
-~ L YA~ 

-~KIMDY 

~V:t .-MY t«Jl,.ID'T 

~ATIVS jUUUa ltNOI 
.t~ 

HOM.~ ~=:~""'1 .. 
"'*c=: P".:*':=:v .... 
ALAIC ~,..:..~el -

-Y-°'7 

HENlll.,1!~~­
-~..::.::=---.-.'-

-~~A.nllt& 

UE\IT;{;... ~°'ti~~ 

.Tuillll , 1918 . 

Cc;pt~ln Ec7'1"iver, 
c/o Po.a t~ter, 
lolton, J.:al•. 
t'c&r Sir : 

At the reque1t of bar Mmiral B.o'bert I. 
Paary, Pruic!ent of the Ai rlal ' Leagtvi of .Amel'iaa, 
Cha11'111An ot the National .Aerial Cout Patrol Ccmi1119' an 
and mimaber of the B(lard ot Co•ernor1 1 Aero Clu'b 
ot Americ a, I • 1en:l1n1; 7au a maHage ot jp"aating 
"7 t l .e tint A3rO Po•t lel\Ylng new ,..o~ t or 

0

Boeton, 
Tia t !l.8 ? rel11111naey e1ta'bl11lutd epochal -rou te troa 
W..a~incton to Now Ynrk. 

Tl:e . inau~ation ct th11- the eecon4--
tir41'1i eYent 1n t hll as rial t ran1portat1on ot (IUI" 

ma1ll, placH llnl't her cmt1to.ndin~ 1111Htc·ne on th1 
msp t)f asro?tau'1cl\l p •·o~en. 

!he ra.pii c!e.,.elopmer.t ot the art of !}Ting 
OYel" la.-,1. 8lld e11a-- 81\Vl\1\Cei t •"9nt;"' !"llal"9, b to 

Oil. H. c. FRANIC£l4Flll.L 
cw.I F­

U.LW---
it• u~iHa&tion t or war J:l'• l'pO•H- nn:i t1:1t inar..g-1 :'l\tSon 
llr r.he r-o•tlll author1 t1e1 c~ tl;e .~rial !Jail Se"tee, 

--~~~Y-°'7 "1,ll 1011n mak:o it pc1"l11>11 t o transport 111&11 on 
.._~~-1."i~erial tl"lmk 11M • f r om coast t o coa1t, an.'\ will lea4 

~:iz=.-~r> triua-Atlantic ai r ••n"1.;e in t he Mai- tu.ture. 

CAl'T-~~...-=.= 
&alSTAllY 

W.K~~~-=-

ITATI -
ns~oror~ 

ns ~..fflllW- or na 

The .. a:-o c!.A;r• ot K'""'~ Clob i ev01.ant, 111\'S •Jllrtal 
~ipromacr t nr Pea-:. a.n.l 'f':'a.r• 1bonl.1 be onr elopn. 

nta~J.Ma.u. Secreta17. 

H-G 

""THIE IEN .. lltlE Of' THIE Allr 
A IPACT • • •O'T A P"•A•• 

fig . 2. The letter enclosed in the Fig. I cover. 
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_,,,__ -----
AERIAL MAIL 

I· 
o. 

...:r • ..<ueuetua Peet , Tin 

~Lieut . Cod!T09 L. Cabot , 

...9.0-ctl4.~b 5•Jild1n~-. 
i<>~'ton , :..a1111 . 

Fig. 3. First flight New Yorl to Boston flown June 6, 1918. 

e ''.i ,. 

I h1• 1~· 111 • of ~I'\\ Yor·k, Phil11cl1•lphiu. "\\'11shi11 j?lo11 u;.e1l nn th(• l'111·1i,•1· flil!lt1s . 
• \ <·<·ording- to the l'l1(·01·ds and the t·atalo~ll<"'l, -1-AOO pie<·<>s of nrnil from :\ew 

York to Boston \\'Pl'C' t·arriNl , a :.?OOd pu1·t brin~ on th<' )urge-sized Pll\'dopes o( 
1he ".\ l:'ro ( 'luh of .\nll' t·i<·u ... as the l•'i:,?. 3 c·ove1-. 'l'he wril t>r has song-ht un­
sm·tess full~· fo r· mall,\' ~·pa rs u ~ew Y 01·k-Bost 011 first fli:.?h t on a l'<'!!llhll'. 11ot 
lega 1 size· <·o,·c·1-. 'l'hl'.\' shonld t'xist. but he ha.· no1 found Oll C'. 

Thus, ;\pw York-Boston fi1·st rliitht 1·0,·t>rs <ll'l' 1·ommon. ( 8eC' pag1• 29 in 
thill 11nmbe1· 0 11 the t·ou11t!'rl'eit autO!tL'aph -.) 'l'h • Boston. ~lu:s . .'pe<·ial Deli,·­
l'l'Y postm1n·k 011 tht' l<' i~. 3 il lustration st'i>n di1·eC' tly bc•m•ath thP .:\ew York 
cancellation ol'ft't°!'i 1lw c,·idl•n<:c that the fir.'I l'Jight took pl;H·c on .Ju11e 6. 191 '. 

Boston-New York First Flight 

CoYer with C3 on the return firt trip from Bo ton1 :\Ia . to • ·ew York. 

llllO&Tll"·er.rLa~ Ll.ATllUt n.a.. 
t• S-1ti. au.-. 

llOITO'• )tAW... 

epec; .J ~d.1'-'el'Y 
llr ."e11%7 •ool'boue, 

.&eN C:lub Of "'-ri" 

faff 1111141•01I "" · 

S.Y.C. 

-~ 
- ·' 

Fig . 4. Boston to New Yor~ cover cancelled June 8, 1918, but not flown. 

()1'10/11 r, J!lt: I 



X. Y . an• ge 11e1 ·all~· u11d1•1Ta tell and 111H.lerval ucd . .\ t1•ol'd ing to the · · _\mc l' itan 
Ail' :i rnil ('ataloi::m>. ·· !i+ lhs. of nrnil wcl'e tl'an..,porl c•d. Esti111atinl! tha1 c•a<·h 
lclt<' I' \\ 1•i1th t'd an oum·e and with Hi 01.s . to tlw pound. a rnug-h <'alc·ul a1iou 
wouhl i11di1•alt• tlrnt tlw Rosto11. :'\1'w York fil'...,1 ail' ma il 11 n1011111 ed to bc•twc•C' n 
1.000 aJHl 1.100 c·on•1·s. just a bout a 11uu1·1l·r uf the .:\('w York.Bo>.tnn t'i rsl ui r 
Illa i I. 

'l' lw rct11rn t'fr,,t t'li~h t also hml to be pu,,tpon1'd . It \\11 .. ,,1·hedul1'd fo r 
J u11c , HlJ , , but it did not t<1ke pl:11·r until .Ju11e 11. l 9 1t-. t 'on•1· <II'<' known 

By Aero~!nne ) loL11 

Boston , 

. 
Econor itt~ Sta1:1p Co~, 

( .. 
R"1 Nasnu ~ t. . , 

' I J ' • I ., 

New \ orl : , N. y . 

l 1 ~ ;; 

Fig. 5. A cover Boston lo Ne w York o n the firri flight: the arrow1 1how the new type cancel. 

c·an<'ell c1l Boston . ) la""· .fune ~ .!)or 10, but nu smu·c" was found that i111li1·a h,1l 
whic·h dnt • was the ..;1·11 1·<:1:"-t 01· tlw 1110>.t common. 

Th <:o,·er -,how11 in fo'iir . -l i · intere ·ting. bt-t·ausc it pro,·c,, thal thcl'e Wal> 
no air ma il en ·i<·e from Boston on .June 8. Hll . The :2-l<· stamp is ca ncelled 
"Boston, )Ja:s .. • J1111 r ~. IH L ' . 1 :30 JI. 111." thl' date u l: th1• sc·ht•dul rd first t'lig ht. 
But tlw :\1·w York C' il ,\" J'('(•Pipl llllll'k, Hppea1·ing- Oil the but·k or the l•' i:.t. -1: 
c·(ffl' I'. and .... hown i11 1h1• l1m pr riirht l1a11d c·or1w1· with an urnl\1 , j..., d 11 tl'd .J lllw 

i-. 191 1'. ] I p . m. .\ lthouJ!:h lwarini: thP la l'l!t'- \\ inirt•cl ·· _\ p1·0 .\ Jai l ·· n 1bbt•1·,..1 a111p 
i11 till' lower le ft. t h1• timl' indic·at c•tl un tlw c·111w1•1l 11 t io11 a nd th1• on<' on the 
bm·ks t11 rn p shuw" g-ap o [ JO ~ :! huu 1·s1 sig-nil',,·inir that thl· Fi~ . 4 t' l l\'l" I ' \Wiil by 
su1·fat·I'. not ai1· mail. 

Fiir. ;; illu:-;trat l'S UIH' o r tlw ('O\"t•1·,.. Oil till' first 11 i1· post l'rom tfo,,to11 to X1•11· 
York. It i-. N111 t·cl1 C'tl Bo-.ton .. \1 11""· .) um• 9. 1!1 1, . Tht• two bat kstumps ( l•'i!! 
Ii ) -,how th<' .June- 11. 191 :'\1•w York t ' it~· l'('c·t•ipt m11rkin1-....,, pru\·i11g- thii-. 1hc 
date of tlw fi r,,t l'liirht. Thl• la1·i.r1• do11bh'-1· irc·l t• c·anrell 11 t io11 on the Fiir. :) 
('Cl\'('I' , in t)w wril<•1"s opinion . i-. Oil\' of the• lllol-t ill(l' l'C'stillg' and dis tinl'ti \'O Ol 
a ll l"nit rd :-ital('s 1·111wdlations. :'\01i1·c i1 j:; in two "l'<' tion:. : one is t he lnrgo 

In case of change of address, please notify &cretary, Aero Philatelists 
22 East 35 Street, New York 16, N . Y . 

..tero l ' l11laltli¥I .lnnau 



Fi9 . 6. The two New Yor~. N. Y. backstamps on the Fi9. 5 cover. 

doubl<•-<·irc·le <·a11<·<'lli11~ th(' 2·k air· ma il stamp amt th l' other pa1·1 on tht• r m­
bossccl fr Franklin c•11vPIOpl' with tit> tht'<'l'-line words, "Boston-T o-:\r w York." 

Why Commercial Covers Are Scarce 

If onP s1wciHlizes inte nt!.'· with a s tc1mp snrh a. (_';~. as thr \\Tit r 1· does. he 
. eeks not onl~· th <' first flight roYrrs. hut rsper iall r f·omnwr<·i;il nrnil with tlw 
24-t air mail sta mp ns<'d only dur·inl-{ th <' ~fa~· 1:-1 to .fulr l :l. l !ll ' pl·t·iod. . \l't1•1· 
lhis. tit<' 1·al e w;i s lowered lo lli c·cnts. 

\\' ltil r s t•m·c-hing- thn.1ug-h the CH. postal n·c·onls. th r \\Titl•r 1·11111\' upun a11 

i111 e1·cst i11~ nrnt k r . The publie did 110 ! pall'onizt• lhl' Hll ' air mail Sl'n'it·1•. 
'!'he .:\cw l~n~land business firms saw 1101 hinl-{ gaiur d b~· usin~ the ll!'W serdc·t'. 
It had been the t·egular p1·al'lh-t• or a Boston . )l a:s. business hOUSl' to ma il its 
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Errors, Varieties and Ainnails 
For 30 years we have been speciali1in9 in all unusual items: Errors, Varieties, etc., 
regardleh u lo whether they are or are not listed. 

Now we have on hand a very lar9e selection of Airmails U. P, U., U, N., Inverted 
Centers, Sports, Topicals, Miniature Sheets, De Lu.a Sheets, Proofs, Die Proch, 
Rotary, etc., etc . 

We have oddities and unusual items from many different countries as:­
Albonio Abyssinia, Belgium, Brozil, Conory lslonds, Colombio, 
Congo Crootio Czechoslovokie, Donzig, Ecuodor, Epirus, For Eosl, 
Fronce & Colonies. Greece. Georgio , Honduras, Iceland, Ifni, Iron, 
lloly & Colonies. Lotvio. Liborio, Lithuonio. Monoco, Nicoroguo. 
Poro9u11y, Polond Romonio, Russia. Soor, Solvodor, Scodto, Spoin 
& Colonies, Tongier , Tonno Touvo , Uruguoy, Venezuela. 

1rc u·ill glndly mnkc up spl'cinl off crs or selection on approval. 

Please write countriu, price range and specialtiu. (Usual 
references, please). 

We are also always buyers of similar material. 

S. SEREBRAKIAN, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 448 Monroe, N. Y. 

Urlci/J1 r. 1961 



t·o1Tesponde1l('(' to ):pw Ycll'k. Philnd<'lphia 01· \\'u-;hi11~'1on lat<' in the day. This 
muil (•aug-ht th<' C'arly enninl! trni11 IN1,·i11g Boston 1111d was <lelfrere<l tlw l'ol­
lowin!{ morninJ!. Tlw postal!l' rate for lett ers i11 191 was thn•e (•<'nt:-. f[ 
spl•t·ial delh·ery e1·,·icc• ,,·us wanted, another 10 cents or 11 total o( 13 cents \\' ilS 

1·cq ui 1·e<l . 
• \ ir mail from or lo Hoston 1·nllin)! 1'01· :U<' poslHJ?<' s11\·Nl no tim('. .\ s l'icen 

br Firr. 6. tlw mail rN1('hrd Xew , .ork from Boston at() p. m .. an hour when most 
all 1·ommer1·ial l'irms wet·<' rlos<'<l. Thus tht> air mail l<'tlt•r reached. it ' l'.inal 
<lC'. tinution no fnsh'r thun on(' sen t br train. Hince manr :\ew EnglandC't's al'<' 
known to b<' corn•e1·,•at h·e with tlwi1· "pendin~. th<'~· did not wish to . pend an 
l'Xtru 11 N~nh p<>r l<'tter. l'ons<'qttentl~-. a c·ollector hu<; g't'eal difficulty in 
fi11di111t l'3 usNl 011 t·omm<'t'<·i<d c·ovC'r' du1·in:r its sho1·t lifetinw in 191 . 
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R. LL JIRADY, )I.D. 
l' ll lLll' IJJ ' 'ER 

.ltro l'l1iltitelh•I .J 111111/~ 

1961 OFFICERS 

DIRECTORS 

Clo~s of 196Z 
.JOHX .J, BRCT'l' 
.\LBERT P. COHE.X 
F'RA.'\'K GLAXZ 
STANLEY .R. RI F. 
lRA REEBA.CHER 
LOVI X' . • TAPB 

PHILIP SILYER 

AM IlODYI ~~ 

LO 18 .X. S'fAPH 

llAB.R\" ,\ . llOL)l.\X 

____ .\LBER'J' r. OHJ~X 

BB.RNAllD PlNK 

Clo~~ of 196.1 
BER~ARD FL'iK 
JI. ll. GOODKTh"D 
llA R HY ..l.. HOLM,U. 
• A:'II RODV !E.i: 
:'lfAC"RICI:: TRlPET 
Jl'LE L. WACIIT 

49 



UNITED ST A TES 

24c Air Mail of 1918 - "Grounded Plane" 

• 

A true "grounded pl•ne" vuiety showing how f•r down the blue center with the airplane must be 
shifted. (Photo by Boutrelle J 

This 11 1·tit·lt• ha-, c-onw about us u n•sult of som<' dt•a ll'r" i11 this t·ot11ttn of­
fering- the popular. althou~h unN1talo~ed . \'ariet~· of tlw first a ir mail stau;p of 
the l "nitetl States. know11 n. ··11" yro1111d1d plitnr . " ~l a 11y t·opics offered for 
sale b_,. cleale1· IHJ YC th<' blue CP11t e1· with the plu1w shirted to the bottom vf the 
frame•. 'l'his, hmvcYCl', does 11ot qualify . utl1 copirs as a true " r1ro1111dcd plt111( · · 
YU l'iel_y. 

Jn 01-cle1· to qua li f,\' a. '' //t ( f/l'Olllldcd plane," the whe<•l • of the ai rplane 
must tout·h the bottom ·frame with the woi·ds "t·ents." Illu trutcd is a c lcal' 
1:xnmpll• or •'flu oro1111clccl plrmc" n11·iety: st.uuy it. Since <:opies as this com­
mund a pri<·e far in 1•xtess of the uornHil Scott ('3, l·111·c· i.hould be ta ken to kno" 
the ,·u1·icty nnd not to eollecl a com· ju t with the center shifted towal'J · the 
bottom. (If . Jf. U.) 

Richard S. Bohn Memorial Award 
Fir t Recipient, Henry M. Goodkind 

,\EIW 1·1111 .. \Tt-:Lt1'T1' 0 Hoa1·d of l >irt>elo1·:-. un Odub1·1· l:t 196 1 1·n ·ah·d <111 

awurd n•<·og-nizing lit< rli.~ti11y11ish td s1 rl'in .~ lo "' ru-J1lril11fcly re11dl•t·1•d by 1111~· 
p1•r,.,on in thl• w01·ld. Thi:> newly «rcah'cl 11c1·u-phil11tPli1· honol' " ill br fitti11gl~· 
11a111cd for th <' roun1l1•r of A~:Ro 1•1111 .. \TEt.t '1'1', uml. thcn•forc, be k11ow11 as th1• 
Hic/1111·d s . Bolt n .If rnwriut • l w11 rd . 

• \ l lh<' '\lllll l' meeting after \'Oti ng for tlll' c1·1•a t io11 of this ll\\'il l'd and mak­
i11g the nc1:c:>s111'~- a 1Ta n~emc11ts l'or its finu1wii1!!, ,\ERo P11 11.,\TJo:t.lsT:;;' Roard ot' 
()i1·<>ctul's unanimously .sclectcd l rn):HY )I. C:OOJ)Kl :\D, thr erlitor oC .\1mo 
t'H ll .ATEl.t.ST1'' 1mbli1·ai ion .sinc-c their illl'l' J1 l io11 in 19-lll, the fir. t recipient. ,Jolr11 
.J . Brill was <' ho~en a the Chairnrnn of t/11 Ridwrd S. Bolt11 .llonorilll . l1Nml 
CfJmmill<1. 

The fil'st awa 1·<l will be pre entecl at thc ( '011w11t ion Dinner on Xowmlwr 
l i-. 1961. It i!-o. eXpl•dcu to lui\'<' this .n•a l'I,\· at future .\EJ<O 1•111 1..\Tt:LrsTs 
dinncl'" tluriiw the a1111ual 1·onve11ti1111. 

;;n Od11b1 r, 1961 

• 



UNITED STATES 

The 24c Air M ail Stamp of 1918 

Additional Double Rate Cover 

AERIM. MAI 

JoAN Of AAC COMMITTll 
- Nr>tW--'HI.._, • 

N«w Ywk c.,. 
4 ~ F '!'th \V". 

~u'": AERO CLU OF 

lat ~ .. r .. 

o··e ... no!", 

Fig. I. Double rate cover of the 24c air mail stamp of 1918, used on the first flight from Washing­
ton to New Yor~, May 15, 1918. Author's collection. 

111 tlll' .J11nua1·~·. lf)(iO is-;111· ul' tl11· \EHO 1·1111..\TEl.l:-.'I' .\~;o.;\l.s ( \ .olum1• \ · 11. 
;\umbl'I' 3 ) thl' J>l'Olllis1• WH:-. 11111<lt• thlll Hdditio11u( 11111ltipll' l'llte 1'\Wel'S or thC' 
2-11' air mail stamp or Hll~. S1·11tt (':i, ust•d Oil t ill' l'irst fli)!ht of ~l a~· 1:-,, 1 9 1 ~ 
and ··...,molwd out·· as a l't'stilt or the al'tid1• would be dul» photo).{1·apht'<l and 
l'l'l'Ol'dt>d i II l'Ul Ul'l' j,-;m•s. I 11 t Ill' IWl'iml of Olli' 11 ncl Oil(' half ~·Nt l''i sim·c I ha I 
urti1·IP 11pp1•a1·etl. thn•t• lllldi t ionu l do11blt l'lllt 1·1fft•1·-; IHn-t• 1·omc to tlw wrih·1"s 
attrntion . \\'l' notr tlH'm bt•low fu1· the· n·1·ol'd. 

'T'h1• (•(}\'Pl' show11 i11 Figlll'l' 1. 1·1•1·1•1111,,· ac·quirt•cl b~· tlw author. is or tht• 
saml' t~· 1w as lhl' otW ill11st1·atrd 011 pa!.!c' :JI' 111' t ill' pn•\·ious a1·til'l1'. It w11:-. s1•nt 
rrom \\'a-;hing-ton to ~t'\\ Yo1·k hy the .J oan of .\1·1· ('ommi1te1• with mrdal 1•11-
C'l1N•<I. thlh l'Pqllirill,!.! till' double' l'iltl' Of -!i'c·. .\clcl1·1• 'S('d to lJ1•l11',\• \\ToCldhOll:-.t', 
Esq., Oow1·1101-. 1'1w .\ t'm !'luh ol' .\nwl'i<"a . .i1 .... 1 !-\ll'l'l'I 111111 ~l atl ison .\\·enur. 
Xl' \\' York t'i1~·. it i:. h111·kstam1wd :'\C'w York, ~la~· II) . IHI a t ;) p. m. Tht' 
ll fl!Wll l'lllll·1• of tlti:-. ('tl\' l'I' 1111 tlt1• philatl'liC' S<'<'ll<' 11cl1•qt1cttl'I.'" 1111"\\'C' l'S tllP 1(11<'1'~· 

.1, rn 1'h1lt1l• ''"' . I''"'''·' :i l 



posrd by ll~ i11 tJW .Jamu1ry, 1960 i:oi._ue. "\)ne 11111.'" Nlll.ie<'111re how 111Ull.\' or 
these double rnte <·o,·ers wi th m1•dals t'nt·losPd wt>re :oirnt on the first rli~ht. ·· 
Ob,·iously more than one, as tlw ron'r i-how11 in Fi:?ure 1 illu.,.trates. 

Ilowe,·er, this is not the ouh· mMitional ·· .Joan of ~re" ' double ratt• (·o,·er 
uneurthecl in tlw inten·ening pe;·iod. \\°(' ar<' indebted to Prof. Paul R. Cut. 
rig-ht of Beanr ('ollegt•, .Jt•nkintown. Pen11s~· ln1nia for the photo of the ro,·er 
shown in Figure 2. This is an a<l<litional tlouble rate ro,•er sent by the .Joan 
of .A1·c· C'ommitt<'e. Tl is addre'"l'cl to Tlw Rr,·eraml Willin111 .J. 8tewart, Rer-

AERIAL MAIL 

JOAN Of MC COoV1rTTll 7 :~ 2 ,... __ 
N..1-'C.. 

"· Fi ~Lh Ave • 

. 
TH::=: rn\~,.. ..... ~t ••• • ,, ... ~ ·-­

J.\ L.n. ~\U "•&flt' I'-. 41. """ .. ..:.FtlV- t 

,,.. 
Rect-:ir: .,f t. 'Rlizfl•tt"..h ' ~ :: • ..:..:-

4~81 Er d"fe:; , 

' ., ... " ... ~ • -v 

Fig. 2. Double ra te cover of the 24c a ir mail 1tamp of 19 18, used on the first flight from Weshing­
ton to New York, May 15, 1918. Profeu or Paul R. Cutright collection. 

Atrial ~rag11r of .'-111tw:i 

Fig . 3. Double ra te cover of the 24c air mail damp of 1918, used on the fi rst flight from Washing· 
ton to New York, May 15, 1918. Photogra phe d fro m "C yclope dia o f U. S. Postmarks And Postal 
History" by Delf Norona, Article 22, Pa g e 2. 

Ortn/Jrr, 1!161 



tory of Ht. Elizab t>th 's Chur<·h, 43 1 Brna<lw11~·. Xt>w Yot·k l ' ity. Xow, lhr<" 
Of thC.'<(' "Joa n Of ,\.n·" <loubl l• rnll• l'O\'e l'S Ut'e known : pe rhnps, i11 th<' fu ture, 
add itiona l <;uch <'Ovet·s will be foun<l. 

One or the g1·eat cst impediments to proper phila telic re earcl1 is the lack of 
adrqua te indexes or the wri tingi. of preYious nuthors in mal{azines aml other 
pct·io<l h:a l media. Indt>ed, most or thl:! philatl'lic pt:! rio<lica l<i han n o index oC 
authors 01· articles wha t!lOCYCt". Only by dint of pains ta king d igging and st>a rc h­
ing, is it po:sible lo rind itrrns whic·h r r late to a ma lle t· under s tudy and, rr c'­
quentl~" a n a uthor is not aware. until muc·h later, tha t materia l touC'bing on t he 
subj<><:! o r hL-; artirl<' has pre\'iously uppear ed in p rint. Thu::;. sear c• hin "' through 
t lw .. ('~·c· lopetlia o [ l'. H. Po tmarks • .\ nd Post11l II istory .. by );orona, t he writer 
ca me l1<·1·oss an illui-.t r ut ion for still a nother clouble r ate con' t' or the 2-l-c ai r 
ma il stamp or 191 used 0 11 the fi rst rli~ht or ~l11y 1:5, 191 .• This c·on'r was 
a lso sent r1·0111 \\.,.u~hin!{ton to )iew York a nd is ud<lressed to 'Mr. , id11ey " '· 
C'urt is, 112 11 icks • ' t rN•t. Brookly n, );ew York . This c·orner c·u rd ind ic·a tes it 
was sent b,,. the .Af' ritt l LE'ui:rue or Ameri(·u. );a tu n1 1ly, it is not known in whose 
l'Ollel'lion th is (•o,·cr now 1·epost-s nor the reason for double rate usaire. 

80. we ra n now stai r for tlw t·e<·onl tha t s ix double ra t!' co,·e1-i; of the 24<· 
a ir muil st amp o l' Hll ', Sc·ott ( '3, used on the l'i1-i;t flight of )l ur 1:5. 191 ure 
known to t'x ist. Further disc·o\'t• rif:.'s m11v in<·1·e1uw this number· in the futul'l'. 

. ( P . .'> .) 

"t',vdopt•tli:t uf l'. H. l'w1t1 1111rk~ .\ 11,t l'o t:il ll istor,\" 1 1~ IJl'lt. :\oro11n , • .\ r t il'IP :?:?. p:i1w :?. 
P uhlil!l11'd h~· th1• ..\ 11h'ril•1111 Phi lntl' li~ Ho\•h•t,v. 

ITALY AIR MAIL COVERS 
#Cl World's first air mail stamp, flown Turin-Rome 2.00 
#Cl do. error in arrival pmk. 2Z. IV. inst ead 2Z. V. 1917 .f.00 
#Cl do. return flight Rome-Turin cover 2.50 
#CZ World's first sea-plane st ,. Naples-Palenno 2.00 
#CZ do. Naples-Palermo posted In Rome .f.00 
#CZ do. return flight Pa lermo-Naples 2.00 
1925, Special flig ht LEGHORN-ROME with unused 'hoff. air st . 2.00 
1925, Same flig ht, 'hoffic. air st . cancelled 3.00 
19Z6, "NORGE" airship Polar cover with 'hoffic. air stamp, Rome-

Kingsbay 14.00 
1926, do. Cover flown across North Pole to TELLER. Aluka, where 

Italian franking has been cancelled upon arrival, autographed by 
a member of the Crew, few known 60.00 

We s pecialize in air mall covers of Italy, Colonies, San Marino, 
Vatican City, since 19Z5 and have one of the finest assortments 
in exist ence. Approvals. 

PENNY BLACK ST AMP CO. 
116 Nassau St. New York 38, N . Y. 

S . I. Ha) .-r, l'ro11. )lemb"r At·r<) Phllalcllsli<, Liff' ) l<!mh(,r J\ ..\)IS; 
l'oll.,cLt>r.. 'tub, ,\SO..\ . 

P . S. At the present time we have in s tock one set of 5 FDC Italy 
#COZ and the four Colonies #CBOI on the OFFICIAL covers -
flown . 

• trrn P /1i/11/1 /i~1 . I 111111/" 



UNITED TATE 

World's Fir t Air M ail E tiquette 

Used May 15, 191 

. -

'\ 

-... " 

Cover flown on the first trip May IS, 191 8 from Philadelphia to Washington with the world's first 
air mail etiquette in the bottom corner left. (Photo by Boutrelle) 

Thost>. who haw bC'tonw "" l'a:wi1111tt>1l with und i111l'ri>..,\l'd in the fi1·st air· 
n111il -.tamp of tlw l'11it Pd Stah•s - tlw :?-!(' n ·d nntl blur or H>l'- - c·ontinllt' lo 
rind lo tlwir .... 111·p1·i..,e a 11ttmh!'r of firsts in 11i1· mail 1·onm•1·tpd with thi-i stamp. 
This i" ttnexpc•1·h•d lwc·aus(• almost .+~ ,\·1•11r-. lwn• pu-...,rd sin1·t> this "tamp W<H 

i ·s1wd. Y1•11 1·-. ago i11 thr A ero Phif11lilisls' S c 11'.~ ( l>1•1·1•ntbl'r 1, Hl.+9. page HI ) . 
this \\Tit('!' in HI\ 11 1·tic·lr about thr first air m11il -.tamp or' '"' l'nit C'd Htat1•s itrm­
ilw1l the l'ollowing st 1·111 11ir 11111 i f fir.~ls assoc·iated with Sc·otl (':J. The~· Wl't'c>: 

jl 

I. ., 
:t 
.+. 
:;, 
Ii. 
7. 

l•'i r-.t d1•ri11itiw air mail stump or tlw \\'111'1<1 
First air· mail stamp or tlw \\\•st"1·11 ll t>mi..;ph1·1·1• 
First air 111ail ..;tamp ..;howi11g- 1111 ai1·pl1111e 
Fir·-:t air· mail sta mp of th1· l'11ikd Stall.'-. 
l·'ir-.t dc•t'initi,·1' air nwil ..;tamp fo r a l'(')!llla r public· scr,·ic·e 
1"ir-.t bi-1·ol1H'1•d ai1· mail stamp i "'It'd 
~'i 1 ·-.t air mail ..;t amp pri11tc•d with a !!cntti111• 1•r1·m-. 1h1• it1\'l'l'IC'd 
1·1•11 t t'l' -.hr1•t. 

0..tulu r, l!llil 



Xow an ('ij.rhf fi,..~l (•an be alhll'(l: 

< . Fii·st ail· mail -;tamp ll"«'d \\ ith an air mail t•tiqut•lte. P -it-t• illu"­
t rn t ion. ) 

l n making thi-; <·lai111 for till' \\'nl'id '-; fi1·;;t USl' of 1111 nir mail lab1•l 01· t•t­
iqtH'lt<'. it must hr strt•ss1'd tha t rt'fel'Plll'<' is to 1111 11dlu .~i 1·'· not a rubbc1·,,tamp 
or prinitel~· printPd <·ac·hl't on an cnwlu1w c·a llinu for air mai l st•1Tit·1'. ln­
t·idt'nlally. tlw;;c air nwil ctiqtwttl's. a" ... 110wn 011 the illu ... 11·atcd 1·0Yl'l'. a1·e "l'<'ll 

onl~· on )[a~· 191 ' air mail <·O\'l'l's 01·i1d1111ting' in Phil;11lt•lphia. Pa . Thr ,,.,.ikr 
ha-, "l'Cll only a fow. and 11u1rr 011 )I ll~ J.). J !)I~ from :\l'w York or \Ya-..hinµ-ton, 
l>. C'. ( If . .II. G.) 

Aero Philateli t 15th nnual C onvention 

ovember 1 , 1961 in New Y or k, . Y. 

At thC' l'l'J!llllll' monthl,\' llH'l'f illg' of the Bo;ml or l> il'C'C' l<)l'S in St•ptt•mbl'I', 
it wa<> dcc·idrd to hold our 1:5th .\ 1111ual C'ot1\'{•ntion on !-laturda\· Xo,·t•mbc•r 1Hth 
in th<' .\lain ~ l l'Pfin)! Houm of t lw ( 'oll1•1·to1·s ('lub. :!:! East ;3:) Strt•1•t. Xcw Yo1·k. 
X. Y. 

Exhibition 

The lo1·11ll· ha" l\\l'nt~· t'1·am1·" that the nu.>mb<•1·,, will rill \\i th at>ro-philat<•lit· 
111att·1·ial ; unl' l'ranw to an 1·xhibit111'. This -.lurn· will hr 1101wom1wtitiw und 
an i11,·ita t io11 to l'X hibit has bee11 ;;pnt 0111 to 1•a<·h mt'mlwr. J t ii-. th l' Ex hibi­
tio11 ( 'orn111itt1·c·.., hop<' that thosp l1ll'lll lw1·;;, who hll\'l' 1wt t•xhihill'd often i11 
t lw pa:-.t. 1111tl t ht• 111•\\'1•1· nwmbt•1-s whos<' <·ollt'l'I ions IHl\'t' not be1•n -.hown pub­
li1·ully, will takt• adrnntag't' of this i1l\'if11tion. Ea1·h exhibito1· will rp1·ei n· 11 

hand;;o11ll' C1'rtifi<'at e of .\ pp1·eciation . 

Business Session 

.\ -,usual, tlu• a ffairs of . l 11'1J Phil11/disls will b t· tli,..(·ll""t·d and \'oled upon 
in tlll' ('ot1\' l' ll t iu11 that will lelkt• plil('(' ill :! P. ~ I. Thl' l'I' will bt• t'lt'c·lio11 or 
t i ll' I> i1·e<· lo1·,, fo r thl• ( '111 ·s of 1%-1- : 111'l'i1·r1·;; will 1·e1Hh•r tlwi1· annuul 1·C' po1·ts 
11 nd an,. ot lll'I' ht 1..,i Ill ''-" that a mem b1·1· int 1·od ll<'t's 1m 1 lw rloor wi II bt' <·u11-
-.id1•1·1·d.' 1-'inall~-. tht• ot'fit·t•r-.. for th1• ~·l'al' l!l(i:l \\ill bt• l'h•t'f1·d . 

Dinner 

Ou r 1·on,·c11lio11 di111w1·,, ha\'l' !!ai11l'd a n •putatio11 t lm1u:tl10ut philalt•f.,· ,..., 
lwi11l! among' I ht• lw;;t. The om• pla 1111t•d t'u1· Xu\'1·mb1·r I th sound,.. most p1·0111-
isi11g- ft-0111 t lw 1·rport.... It will be al on1• of :\t•w Yo1·k ( 'i ty's l'amons tll<'atri<'al 
di;;t 1·i1·t l'l'"tan1·a11h - Lt•on<'·._ 011 \\'1•..,t ..j. th Stl't'<'I. T hC' food will bl' 1'xc·1·llc•11I. 
0111' mu~· n•st a>---..Ul'<' tl. .\ " fo1· 1•ntl'rtai111111•11t. a ft' \\ su1·p1·iM•s 111·c plannt'd. in-
1·ludin)! a '>fl<'l'<·h by a tal ent<'d philatelist. who ha" lll'\'t•r bei'un• spokl·n i11 
publit-. l nformntion ahout li<'kl·h ma~· lw Sl'<·ur1•d b~· writ in!! to .Joh11 .J, 81'itt, 
1· u .\ 1•1·0 Philatl'list". :2:2 East 3:) Stn•t• I. X1•w Yo1·k )(), :\. \". . \ g-uml t·pp rC'­
wntation of nun-Xt•w Yo1·k nwmlw1·-.. i.., p1·1111ti:-.1•1l. hl'l'<llhl' thi.., !:>th 1·on,·1•11tion 
\\ill takP pla('(.' du1·i11i.r the .\ S I).\ -..how. wht•n a numlwr or tlwm pla11 to b1• in 
:\c\\ York . 

• I rro 7>1iil11l1 lixf . I 111111/x ;j.j 



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

.... ..... ..............••.......... • 19 

AERO PHILATELISTS, Inc. 
22 EAST 3Sth STREET, NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

I hereby apply for admission to membership in AERO PHILA TELJSTS. Annual 
dues of $5.00 are remitted herewith and are to be returned to me if my application is 
not accepted. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 
Street 

City, Town or Village Zone State 

OCCUPATION 

SPECIALJZI TG JN 

APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE .. 

REFERENCES 

Each applicant is reques ted to furnish two references preferably philatelic. 

R.eference5: 

1. NAME ......................................................................................... . 

ADDRESS O •UOOU ...... ••OOOOo00000000HOOOO OU00 0•0 •00000000000 0 .. H0000•00••••0•00 00 ..... U .. OooOoUO•OOOoOU OHOO H0000000 0000 U0ooo0 

Z. NAME 

ADDRESS 

EXTRACTS FR.OM BY-LAWS, ARTICLE Ill- M E MBER.SHI P 

Any pel'Son of good character interested in aero-philately, over the age of twenty- one, 
and who will be an asse t to the Society, may become a member. Application for member­
ship shall be in w riting , and shall be accompanied by annual dues of $5.00 

Vl"lo/J1 r, 1!16 1 

• 



COMPARE ... 
Harmer's, and only Harmer's, can offer you all of these ad­
vantages when you sell philatelic properties: 

I. Choice of sale by Auction or Private Treaty. 

2. The most modern, architect-designed Galleries in the World. 
fully air conditioned for comfort, sprinkler-controlled for 
safety. 

3. Staff of specialist experts. 

4. An annual turnover of over one million dollars. 

5. Approximately eight sessions of auctions a month (from the 
middle of September to the middle of July) permitting the 
inclusion of your stamps - if not sufficient for an auction in 
themselves - with complementary collections. 

b. First class, accurately described. liberally illustrated auction 
catalogues mailed to all the prominent auction buyers through­
out the World. 

7. A record of service and satisfaction resulting in the finest 
international clientele. keen to buy at auction or privately. 

8. Choice of sale in New York or London. 

9. Free appraisa ls to vendors. 

I 0. Free insurance in transit and whi le on our premises. 

I I. Liberal advances pending sale. 

12. Prompt settlement. 

13. The only Organization with active Houses on two, let alone 
three Continents. 

SO, WHEN YOU COME TO SELL, COME TO HARMER'S 

An attractive booklet, " Modern Methods of Philatelic Selling." ex­
plaining clearly all the advantages of selling through H. R. Harmer, Inc. 
is yours for the asking. 

H . R. HARMER, Inc. 
The "Cospory" " uclioneers 

b W est 48th Street, New York 36, N. Y. 

London • New York • Sydney 
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You can't collect airstamps without -

THE NEW 
SANABRIA CATALOGUE 

NOW ON SALE 

SINCE 1935 THE COMPLETE GUIDE 

FOR THE AIRPOST COLLECTOR 

This latest edition contains MORE cover listings, MORE spe­

cialized items, MORE varieties, PLUS the only comprehensive 

listing of essays, proofs, and specimens; also the very latest 

up-to-date air letter section. 

Price $12.50 

Available only from the publishers -

!COLAS ANABRI CO., Inc. 
Georges Medawar, Pres. 

521 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 


