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of the world’s most renowned cities, the capital of a
great empire. Now, the capital of the Republic of Iraq,
with its famous copper and cloth markets, old mosques,
tashionable quarters and new buildings, bridges, high-
ways and streets, modern hotels and seven museums
and a new one built recently.

Next to all these, we have the north, the most attr-
active part of Iraq for tourists, where the towns and
villages are surrounded by majistic mountains, streams
and falls. Many of these villages are now transformed
into Summer resorts. The communtications have been
improved. New hotels, rest houses, swimming pools, ci-
nemas and gardens for children have been built. There
also exist winter sports resorts, they bid fair to become
the Alps of Middle East.

This is IRAQ the blessed “Land between the two

N (V)

di g\ dntr |2
el Bl 4 st oL Wy Lk AT 31V ol 0 e
L 9% R L PO . B 7S PSP 5 T
cols rare/vy @l AW Sl W) LS e L
-l:é, d_,#f..l,- 3o\l Cpund 33{.'\1? Lolll J- G 8 a1 /1/\A
e adly coldlae Ka#, 614-1 (> 47 et s GU-l
558 (%0 3¢ )m;uHK,.YL., WY s 5
. 1404 4. Wt"" 4 lacll lat |
woslall Ay Lio b e o all C,.l:ll ‘-J:Jlé;l.a;:g s
NN I8 e om Al s ol gl

- -.Y'. ,‘, ‘ 38,
4._.:-\9- Jé;séiJJ:L-:;-ZJJ i VANE 3y g2 c_!i,ul‘ibié

14

L



IRAQ-THE BLESSEd LAND

by Artin O. Dembekjian
member, [.P.S.

Iraq, or Mesopotamia, “The Land between the two
rivers”. Its glorious history was told by the ruins of
great and famous cities, Babylon, Ur, Baghdad, Nine-
veh, Ctesiphon, Samarra, Ukhaidir and many others.

Babylon, whose history extends to more then 4000
years, was an enormous -city repleted with magnificent
palaces, & temples. The Babylonians were excellent ar-
chitects and had an extensive knowledge of art and
letters as well as an elaborate system of laws, Known as
the “Law of Hammurabi”. They built the famous Hang-
ing Gardens” which are considered as one of the Seven
Wonders of the Wold.

Ctesiphon, less than one hour’s drive from Baghdad,
18 an example of catenary arch believed to be the widest
single span of pure brickwork in the world. It belongs
to the Sassanian era, began in the 3rd. Century A. D.

Nineveh, One of the thrilling ancient sites in nor-
thern Iraq, which was the capital of the Assyrians in the
Tth. Century B.C.

Samarra, it is famous for its spiral Minaret and Ca-
liph’s palaces.

Ukhaidir, the outstanding monument of the 8th.
Century, is the fortress of Ukhaidir, 30 miles south-west
of Karbala and is one of the most famous antiquities in
Iraqg.

Baghdad, the capital of our Republic and the famous
“Round City” founded by the Abbassid Caliph, Al - Man-
sour. There was one of the brilliant periods in the his-
tory of Iraq, a period that reached a dazzling peak in
the time of Haroun Al - Rashid, the celebrated Caliph of
"The Thousand and one Nights”. Baghdad became one

13



[rew
J1e auo pue

[rew
IIe SUO pue

[rewt
A1e 9U0 pue

{4

144

=2Uu0

&0 «

[

4

L4

(1

[

(13

i

'90UDI9faI B SB pason SI ango[ejed suoqqir) A[ueis ‘[T
"SOT1STIR)S SIY} Ul papn[aur jou ale sioiis 1beay ‘T

01"
IT

er

i
91 ¢

01

el

(1

e

]

(1

(13

wi

&l

¢l

.ﬁrﬂhn
4 P

e

Glu
|M” 113

auo

O i H

0

Gl

9

[

[

(13

(13

“

it

i

‘i

i

-dLON

12



W02 g pue
W02 § pue

ITe 9UO puer
"WWIoD 7 pur

“WWIod | pue
IIB 9UO pue

ok N [ 3
e m e i

e A..w 1 il

' ATuo [rew Ire,, uo

Le ‘e e
(5 [ i
4 Ge o
13 “ (43
i 13 i
it i o
ic s i

(DITAIDS 9}BIS UO,,

Gl

IT
¥

oo

0 oo @

(13

e
B 0T«
ﬂ- S (19 ﬁ (1

.« 9U0 A[uo
B |88
Bl 6 «
Ay ety G «

be ic

NH we [

O o«
G e e
QH i 44

OF « « «
m 11 ie
w ie ‘e

‘98e3s0d g SI anfeA

(43

13

w Tl
« QI
« 91
« 8l
« 0¢
« S6
« 8¢

€
0y «
08 «
Dw L
GL, -«

OOH “e

STRA 00T .«
g

[

reurq ouo jo sdurejs thea] jo rsquunu 9y,

i 14

(44

(13

[

13

13

13

£13

é

(43

4

(14

[

[

0"

‘i

13

13

i

i

i

(13

1

(3]

1

(4

e

“WIWI0D () 79 , @J1AISS 3jr)S uo,, (] "@Sejsod (st onfea s[iy 0 JO sdure)s 1beday Jo Isquunu 9y,

™
o |



wl

Auo R & ¥ G g o

« bt « € w “ L « & T ‘@ i

Ty g e g ; S ey D G e R

? G R ST ¢ Gy B “ 6« i B « «

: T SRR “ Gilie T A ; Gt gk “ (

11 1 i .w ke [ “—.u (13 e M“ il i [ b (6 .

7 w0 G ¢ . « i« ¥ o« " ¢ 2 « 6

& e 1 g i b & ‘ o it 9 & i 143 @ ¢ (&

9 3 [ .m i 14 uw a 1 e m i 1 {43 113 {3 44

¢ acd e =g ¢ G e Seuuy ZT . i AL o "

ik 4 1 @ ey i m be i 1 mHHO (13 (13 i [£3 (7 Vi
LIVIATSS B)BIS UO,, ¢ pue afeysod ¢ stanrea seadna ¢ jo sduwe)s 1heay Jo raquinu AL,
"9ITAISS 9%BS UO,, § pue aFeisod ¢ st seadna ¢ jo sdureys 1beay jo tequinu ayy,
(@TAISS 9)e3S Uo,, § pue afeisod ¢ st anfea seadny (7 jo sdurejs theay jo IaquInu a8y,

' (DITAIDS

9je}s uo, 910 pue odejsod suo st anfea sesdni gz jo sdweys theay Jo TequInu Y7,
"OATIRIOWITUIOD 7¢ pue 9dejsod AIBUIPIO )G °9JTAISS 91B)S UO, aIP

U2y Jo G ‘197 st ardngay 1heay ayy £q pa Sieyoans 1o pensst sdwejs roqunu IR
3 e IAIRIOWD IO
997 .. (9OTAISS ajels uo,, s ”
88¢7 st sdwe)s  o8ejsod Areurpio,, Jo requinu oy,

(14 144 13

10



-

The number of “Iraq in British occupation” is 40
stamps, 18 of which are postage and 22 on state
service.

The number of pictorial stamps issued (1923) is
37 stamps, 13 of which are postage, 12 on state ser-
vice (single line) and 12 on state service (double
line).

The number of stamps issued (1931) is 26, 13 of
which are postage and 13 “on state service”.

The number of stamps issued (1932) is 32, 16 of
which are postage and 16 “on state service”. (sur-
charged with new values).

The number of stamps issued (1932) “new curre-
ney” is, 34, 17 of which are postage and 17 “on state
service’.

The number of stamps issued (1934) is 36, 18 of
which are postage and 18 “on state service”.

The number of stamps (1941) is 37 stamps 37 of
which are postage and 36 “on state service”.

The number of stamps issued (1942) is 16, 8 of
which are postage and 8 ‘‘on state service”.

The number of “air mail stamps” issued (1949)
is 8.

The number of stamps issued (1948) is 52, 26 of
which are postage and 26 “on state service’.

The number of stamps issued (1954) is 34, 26 of
which are postage and 16 “onstate service’.

The number of stamps issued (1958) is 15, 8 of
which are postage and 7 “on state service”.

The total face value of all collection of Iraq sta-
mps except ‘“Baghdad occupation” is LD. 53/682,
whereas the present approximate value ranges bet-
ween 1.D. 125/000 & 140/000.

9



Mrs. Rebert A Mazzetti,
Dear Madame,

Your letter to the Iraqi Philatelic Society has
been kindly passed to me for answer,

I am happy to learn that you colleet the stamps
of my country, and will be pleased to help whenever
you think that I am able to do so; please write to me
without any hesitation.

The stamps you mention and others that are
overprinted (On State Service) are genuine postage
stamps used for the mail of different Government
departments; the word (specimen), however, is
punched by some international authority for the pur-
pose of using these stamps as samples presented to
postal authorities in foreign countries to be kept, for
Instance, as reference; it happens sometimes that these
samples may fall into, the hands of collectors and
are usually considered as rarities.

Assuring you of being always at your service,
I am, Yours faithfully
George Habib
Member of I. P. S.

STATISTICS ON IRAQI STAMPS

By Yorki Christo George
Member of The Society.

The total stamps issued in Ireq from 1917 up to
31st. May 1962, is 632, this number included:- pos-
tage, state service, commemgorative, air mail and
six on Palastine (save Palastine) stamps. '

The number of “Baghdad occupation” stamps is
25

The number of Mosul - stamps (I.E.F.) is 8.

8



And as making the members informed of the said
letter and of the reply thereon may be of some inter-
est, we preferred inserting both which are as follows : -

May 16, 1963

Iraqi Philatelic Society Rt. 9 Box 961-P

Baghdad Tucson, Arizona
Republic of Iraq U.S.A.
Gentlemen :

I found the name of your organization on some
first day covers of Iraq which I have recently acqui-
red. I am a collector of the stamps of your most in-
teresting country and will be most grateful if some
member of your organization will be kind enough to
answer a question regarding some of my Iraq sta-
mps. It is very difficult to find out anything about
Iraq stamps here, and even Scott does not list some of
those which I have. However, since Iraq is so much
in the news recently, I believe that Scott will soon
have a more adequate and complete catalogus on
your country. The stamps in question are the 1932
issue overprinted (State Service) and picture King
Faisal I in three different poses. The Scott catalogue
numbers are: 056, 058, 059, 060, 061, 062, 063, 064,
065, 066, 067, 068, 069, 070, and 071. I would like to
know what purpose they served and if they have any
value in my collection other than as a curiosity.
They are all perforated with the English word
“SPECIMEN” punched in an arc around the head in
each case. I thank you in advance for your trouble
and will be glad to send mint United States stamps to
whomever answers in an amount adequate, at least,
to cover the cost of postage for a reply.

Sincerly,
Mrs. Robert A. Mazzottr
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ries, Iraq, Egypt and Syria, under the shelter
of the blessed tripartite Unity.

CONGRATULATION :-

It is with pleasure that we extend our congratu-
lations to Sayid Abdul Jabbar Ramadhan, member of
our Society, on his recent appointment as Director
General of the Iraqi Airways, an Office which he
meritoriously deserves in view of his long experience
and proficiency in managing such establishments.

Sayid Ramadhan, has spent a long time in dire-
cting the affairs of the Universal Tourist Company.
In wishing him every success in his new post, we
hope that he will continue to call on the Society as
before.

Introduction :

The Society has received, through the Baghdad
Chamber of Commerce, a letter from Mr. Henry Ho,
of Hong Konk, in which he requested to be introduced
to the members who wish to exchange Iraqi used pos-
tage stamps for haberdashery such as small plastic
toys and dolls, plastic flowers, metal watch bands,
nylon socks, ete. Therefore, any member wishing to
do so may write to him at the following address and
to inform him, at the same time, that his address has
been obtained from the Iraqi Philatelic Society : -

Mr. Henry Ho,
P. O. Box No. 5108
Kowloon, HongKong.

Iraqi Speciman Stamps :

A letter has been received from Mrs. Mazzotti, of
Arizona, U. S. A., inquiring about certain Iraqi sta-
mps of 1932issue. The letter was referred to the So-
ciety’s member No. (130)Mr. George Habib, for reply.

6



ay

Al Sarrafiya, No. 30/3/205
Baghdad

272 Harith Abdul Aziz Al Rawi 1—8—20—21

Aadamiya, Al Nassa, Baghdad

273 Alber Nassir —12—17—18

Stamp Show owner - Al Haj
Kihil Market, Ashar, Basrah.

Visits to the Society

L

On the 14th. of April, 1963, Mr. Chank Wi Yenk,
Second Secretary of the People’s Chinese Repu-
blic Embassy, paid a visit to the Societie’'s He-
adquarters. Various views on stamps, societies
and clubs in both countries were exchanged bet-
ween him and the chairman of the Society. Mr.
Yenk presented some catalogues, albums, Chinese
magazines and some Chinese stamps to the soci-
ety, for which we thank him very much.

On the 4th. of May 1963, Mr. Suhail Zakari, Se-
cretary of the Stamps club in Damascus (Syria)
paid also a friendly visit to the Society’s Head-
quarters to acquaint himself with the members of
our society. The visit took place during his pre-
sence in Baghdad with the Syrian Lawyer’s de-
legation who came to congratulate the Govern-
ment of Iraq on the coming into being of the
Tripartite Unity. He was warmly welcomed and
honoured. The members of the society enjoyed his
presence very much and were introduced to
him in order to strengthen the brotherly ties
between the two brother countries through these
societies and others. We hope that these visits
occur frequently to strengthen the ties of affec-
tion and brotherhood between the three count-

5



unperforated souvenir (sheet) bearing both
stamps together. A contest will be held bet-
ween Iraqi artist - painters for drawing up the
designs. Cash prizes have been allocated for
each design approved by the Committee.

New comers to the Society:

The following gentlemen have recently joined
the Society as new members. Their names and addr-

esses are as shown below: -
No. of Code of
membership. Full name and address. the hobby.

264 Abdul Qadir Fikri, Istiglal Street, 1—2 —7—
Kirkuk, Iraq. 17—21—29—3l

265 Najib Garrabet, Iraqi Industries 1—2 —7—
Coy; Mirjan Building, Baghdad, 12—17—22—

Irag. 32—35.

266 Fatthulla Nannees, 1—2 —71—
Trading Coy; Abut Tammam 12—19—21—
Bab - Ul Shargi, Baghdad, Iraq. 29—32.

267 Arshak Movsessian 12—17—20—21
Rafidain Company for Modern
Trade-Alkifah St. No. 37/143
Baghdad

268 Haik Simon Ohanian 1—12—17—21
Rafidain Tobacco Co., Baghdad

269 Samy Razzook Halata 8—10—17—20—21
Rashid St. Ras Al Qaria
Baghdad

270 Khalid Suleiman Toma 7T—8—17—20—21
Al Karrada Al Sharkiya, Aby
Aklam No. 21 D/22 Baghdad

271 Salman Ahmed Al Janabi 12—20—21

4



The President expressed his own and the Socie-
ty’s sincere wishes for the success of the continued
efforts made by the National Council of the Revolu-
tion Command for Arab Unity. He then dealt with
the Society’s affairs and called upon the members for
more support and more participation in the work of
the Administrative Body, which is steadily increas-
ing. He also referred to the assistance accorded by
heads of certain Government Departments to the So-
ciety especially the free offer of sets of all available
Iraqgi stamps in blocks. This, he said, will enable
the Society to hold a stamp show in Baghdad in due
course.

With the President eniding his adress, the mem-
bers and their guests were invited to the buffet in
the spacious lawn overlooking the Tigris. Thereafter,
numerous sets of rare and different kinds of stamps
were put on show until 9.30 p.m.

Committee for drawing up stamp designs :-

The Directorate General of Posts and Telegraph
has officially notified the Society that a Committee
has been formed to draw up designs for commemora-
tive and ordinary stamps.

In its meeting held on 28/5/1963, the Committee
decided, in principle, to issue the following Comme-
morative stamps: -

1. 3 Commemorative of two designs and of Fils 3. 10
and 30 denominations in commemoration of
the Red Cross centenary.

2. 2 stamps to immortalize Ramadhan 14 Revolution
and its achievements, each of a special design
and of Fils 10 and 30 denominations with an
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SALUATION TO JULY 14 REVOLUTION.

The Philatelic Society has the pleassure of exten-
ding its greetings to all its members and other Phi-
latelists and the people’s organizations on the Fifth
Anniversary of the Glorious . J uly 14 Revolution,
which brought forth many achievements for the
well-being of the Iraqi people, including the extermi-
nation of the corrupt monarchical regime, feudalism
and foreign intervention.

The Society also salutes Ramadhan 14 Revolution,
which came to eliminate individual dictatorship, rec-
lify the deviation caused to J uly 14 Revolution and
to achieve its goals in Unity, Freedom and Socialism
under the Leadership of the National Counecil of the
Revolutionary Command.

SOCETY’S ACTIVITIES AND NEWS:-

In the evening of 9/4/1963, the Society held a
pleasant tea party for its members and their friends
at the Sindbad hotel, Baghdad, as a living expres-
sion of delight at the Ramadhan 14 Revolution.

It was indeed a magnificent, joyful and very
successful gathering which offered the new and old
members and their guests the best and friendliest
opportunity to establish acquaintance with one ano-
ther. After they discussed various matters connected
with their hobbies, the President of the Society,
Major-General, (retired) Salih Zaki Muslih, took
the floor and delivered an appropriate address in
which he welcomed those present and thanked them
for joining in the Society’s rejoicing in connection
with the victorious Revolution of Ramadhan 14.
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EDITORIAL:

TRIPARTITE UNITY MANIFESTO
IS THE BASIS FOR GENERAL ARAB UNITY.

After the first number of this magazine was is-
sued, and as the Iraqi people were still rejoicing
over the obliteration of dictatorship and the disappe-
~arance of the nightmare of brutal despotism, other
tremendous events took place in rapid succession thus
marking a great development unprecedented in the
modern history of the Arabs.

As a direct ofIraqg’s revolutiontry surge which
extended forcefully to other Arab countries, the
obstacles which held back the earnest wish for uni-
ting the ranks for a long time were swept of the way
and the Cairo meetings between the Arab brothers in
mid April last made possible.

The meetings resulted in a comprehensive Man-
ifesto on which the bases of the Tripartite Federal
Unity are founded. What is even more important is
the fact that this Manifesto created the foundation of
General Arab Unity stretching from the Arab Gulf to
the Atlantic ocean.

The news of the Manifesto filled the hearts of the
Iragis including the philatelists and especially the
members of our Society with great joy in view of the
fact that it forms an effective factor toward wider
and closer rapprochement between the philatelists in
the three sisterly Arab countries - Iraq, Egypt and
Syria - in addition to its great many benefits to the
Arab nation as a whole. President,

Salih Zaki Muslih,
Major-General, (retired).
1



A new commemorative set of 2 stamps issued

to honour the Red Cross Centenary :

The Red Cross is an international movement
that aims at preventing human suffering either in
war or peace. lt also aims at enlisting all mankind
in voluntary service to others, and establishing
good relations and friendship between people, all
over the world.

Henri Dunant, the good Swiss citizen (1828-1910),
was the founder of this famous movement which sg-
read all over our world.

In 1852, Dunant published his booklet “A Mem-
ory of Solferino” in which he described the scenes
he had witnessed, and presented his vision of per-
manent, volunteer organization of his proposal ask-
ing to hold an international meeting to solve the
problem of caring for the victims of war.

This movement functions through Red Cross,
Red Crescent (in Muslem countries) and Red Lion
and Sun Societies (in Iran). Now, about 100 countr-
ies have such societies. These societies their federa-
tion in Geneva called “The League of Red Cross So-
cieties” which is responsible for planning and orga-
nizing the societies’ efforts.

Now 100 years have passed from the year (1863)
in which the Red Cross movement was established.
The role of Red Cross and its efforts for the benefit
of human beings are more than to be discussed. It
was always the symbol of peace in our world, and
it will remain.
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