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RF OVERPRINT
New Type Appears
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The RE overprinting began in 1944,  Careful study of these stamps started
about a year later and has not ended. In lfl.'-l'n. the \\'rih-r commenced work on
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The back of the cover with the new Type || RF overprint.

his book on these REF overprints.  In 1958, it was published, offering the opin-
in after twelve vears of study that there ave fen distinel lypes of RE over-
prints. Types 1 to 9 are illustrated on page 23 and Type 10 on the top of page
a8 of the book®,

A new and entirely different RF Type was presented in an article in this
magazine (AERO PHILATELIST ANNAaLs, Vol. 8, No. 1, pp. 3-6). This was written
by the Assistant Editor of this magazine, Philip Silver, after he had made his
discovery in 1960, **Seott’s United States Catalogue Speeialized ™ listed this
new type in its 1962 edition as CM10, illustrated on page 249 of that catalog,

Now 11 Types Of RF's

Another new RF Type appeared in 1962, when the writer bought the il-
lustrated cover in a New York City anetion sale.  The RF overprint is different
than those previously noted.

Some may believe that is looks somewhat similar to Type 9. But this is
ot so.  Both the R and ' on Type 9 are longer and thinner, while the
lower right stroke of the “*R" and the top eross-stroke of the ' F'" are more
extended on Type 9 than on this new one.

This is noted because the Type 9 illustration in the book is a rather exaet re-
produetion of this overprint.  On page 60, one will note that the only RF found
on Destroyer Malin (the book designates this naval vessel as “*a Light Cruiser™
and probably is wrong) correspondence was a Type 9. The return address as
shown on the back of this new cover reads, ** Destroyver Le Malin,” It seems
apparent, therefore, that the Destroyer **Le Malin™ had used two different
types of R, the Type 9 and then this new find, which is designated as Type 11,

Theorizing about this, one notes that the one deeipherable ** Poste Navale®'
cancellation is dated July 1, 1944, Since the earliest date found with any RF

*“United States, RF Overprints On Air Mail Stamps and Stationery, 194445 by Henry
M. Goodkind. Published (1958) as the Theodore E. Steinway Memorial Poblieation #5 hy
the Collectors Club, 22 East 35 Street, New York 16, N. Y.
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is May 8, 1944 and they continued until August 1945, the aforementioned date
is an early one.  (Direetive No. 523 PN Ep is dated June 22, 1944

The new Type 11 RE overprint was not hit elearly on the illustrated cover.
Most likely the stamping deviee already had worn from use. Consequently, a
New one wias Ill'!ll‘f'l'tl for the ** Le _\|;|“l|_" lh-ill'_'_ however, lilt' I‘i]'-l one ]'-'l'uru|m|.
Type 9 overprint.

More Substantiating Evidence
Several other matters about this RF Type 11 cover should be pointed out.

1. There have been only a few genuine RF covers seen by the writer with
double rate frankings. One is shown as Fig. 41 on page 40 of the
writer’s book. DBoth this latter and the new find have a pair of the
Ge air mail stamp (('25) but with just one overprint, so that the "*R"
appears on the left stamp and the ““F'" on the right one.

This overprinting of a pair of stamps with one BE is more concrete evidenc
that these markings were applied after the stamps were affived to a cover, so
that mint RE air mail stamps were not sold by the French Navy.

2, Another interesting matter ties in with the writer’s observation that
most of the genuine RF covers examined are addressed to women in
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The New Type |l RF overprint on cover. [Photos by Boutrelle)
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the United States. There are a few **Mrs.”” but by far the greater per-
centage have “*Miss'" as the addressee. i
The cancellations, naval postmarks and censor marks tally exaetly with
the officially issued French Direetives,

The **Poste Navale™’ caneellation that ties this pair of C25 with Type 11
RF to the illustrated cover was lightly applied. The right portion of
this eancel is very faint. No month nor year date is evident. Further-
more, only about 1 mm. of the cireular outer line of this cancellation
ties this pair of air mail stamps to the cover, just enough to show that

this Type 11 RF *‘grew on'’ this cover.

Conclusion

It must be stressed that when the designation of the different RF types was
originally made, the objeetive was to list only RIE types that are plainly unalike.
Minor variations were disregarded, because the RF overprint was {requently

applied by a rubber handstamp.
dividual applied the overprint with more pressure than another.

devices wore quickly with use.

Now there is a tabulation of eleven different RF overprints.
(H.M.G.)

likely that a few more may show up as time goes on.

This resulted in variations beecause one in-
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UNITED STATES .
Air Mail Rates 1926-1927

By PHILIP SILVER

During the period from January 19, 1926 to January 31, 1927 there were
two sets of air mail rates in operation at the same time in the United States,
an unusual situation not duplicated, to our knowledge, in any other country
in the world. The first of these was the zone rates used on the Government-
operated route.  The second set of rates applied to air mail earried by contract
carriers.  The existenee of the two rates simultaneously is not too clearly under-
stood by most air mail collectors.

]094The government zone rates were established by Order No. 713, June 30,

“*Mail earried by airplane shall be fully prepaid with postage at
the rate of 8 eents an ounce or fraction thereof for each zone or part
of zone in which mail is carried by plane, such postage including
transportation to and from air mail route as well as transportation by
plane.  Any mailable matter may be carrvied, ineluding sealed pareels
not exceeding 50 pounds in weight nor 84 inches in length and girth
combined. Speeial airplane stamps may be used, but in lieu thereof
ordinary stamps may be used, the matter being indorsed *Via Air
Mail" in the latter case.

“The New York-San Franeisco route was the only one operated
by the Post Office Department and for rating of postage is divided
into three zones: (1) New York to Chicago, (2) (Chicago to Cheyenne,
and (3) Cheyenne to San Franeisco.'™

Commercial Covers Uncommon
Tt should be remembered that the 1923 air mail series consisted of Se, 16e

Fig. I. The 8c stamp, Scott C4, cancelled July 18, 1924, Chicago, lllinois, sent to Hartford, Conn.
on Chicago to New York zone.
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and 24¢ stamps for the franking of mail to be carried on the planned Trans-
continental Government route from New York to San Franeisco. The route
was first flown on July 1, 1924; covers carried over the several zones of this
Transeontinental route are fairly abundant. Less common are commercial
covers flown from July through December, 1924 and during the years 1925
and 1926, Several such commercial covers flown during 1924 and franked
with the 1923 air mail stamps are illustrated (see Figs. 1, 2 and 3).

Provision for mail to be carried on the planned contract air mail routes
was established by Aet of February 2, 1925 (43 Stat. 805) which provided ** for
the transportation of air mail under contract, the rates of postage on such mail
to be not less than 10 eents for each ounce or fraction thereof.”™

Almost a full year was to pass, however, before the issuance of Order No.
3817, January 19, 1926 establishing the specific rates to be used on the contract
routes :

““The rates of postage on mail carried by airplane on contract air
mail routes shall be 10 cents for each ounce or fraction thereof on each
route or part thereof not exceeding 1,000 miles in length: 15 cents for
each ounce or fraction thereof exeeeding 1,000 miles and not exceeding
1,500 miles in length; and 20 cents for cach ounee or fraction thereof
on each route or part thereof over 1,500 miles in length, dirveet air
mileage to control in each case, with 5 cents for each ounee or fraction
of an ounce additional for each airmail zone or part of such zone the
mail is earried over Government-operated air mail routes.  Such post-
age includes any transportation to and from the contract air mail routes
except by air mail.

It will be noted that no effective date for the start of contract air mail
routes is given in the order. In effeet, then, contract air mail rates for various
distances begin on January 19, 1926. However, the first actual flights at the
new rates took place February 15, 1926 on the inaugural flights between
Detroit, Cleveland and Chicago on routes CAM6 and CAMT operated by the

Fig. 2. The léc stamp, Scott C5, cancelled September 9, 1924, Rock Springs, Wyoming, sent to
Chicago, lllincis. 8c was required for the part zone from Rock Springs, C’l’yo. to Cheyenne, Wyo.
and the additional 8c for the full zone from Cheyenne, Wyo. to Cfiuge for a total of lbc.
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Fig. 3. The 24c stamp, Scott Cé, cancelled August 14, 1924, Los Angeles, Calif., sent to President
Calvin Coolidge, The White House, Washington, D.C. Note the White House receiving hand-
stamp of August 18, 1924,

Ford Motor Company, Ine. But, ‘'what is even more important to note in the
language of Order No. 3817 is the reference to the **5 eents for each ounce or
fraction of an ounce additional for each air mail zone or part of such zone the

mail s carrvied over Government-operated air mail routes The allusion is
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clear. Government-operated air mail routes were still to remain in existenes
during the period of eontract flying of the air mail.

Two Rates At One Time

A final reference to the duality of air mail operation with concomitant
separate rates is found in Order No, 4961, December 23, 1926, effective February
1, 1927:

**The rate of postage on mail carried by airplane on either Govern-
ment-operated or eontract air mail routes or on both shall be 10 cents
for each half ounee or fraction thereof regardless of distance.™™

Note that the language of the order specifically refers both to Government
routes and contract routes, thus implying the two existed simultaneously. Ae-
tually, of course, there was only one Government-operated route from New York
to San Franecisco, the one that had been officially opened with the first flights
of July 1, 1924, The rates on this Government route from that date to January
31, 1927 continued to be Se for each of the three zones — New York to Chieago,
Chicago to Cheyvenne and Cheyvenne to San Franeisco.  Inecidentally, this Govern-
ment route was finally diseontinued and put under contract operation later in
1927. The section from Chieago to San Franciseo was placed under contraet
operation on July 1, 1927,  This became known as (. A, M. 18 operated by the
Boeing Aireraft Corporvation. The seetion from New York to Chicago became
(. A. M. route 17 on September 1, 1927, the contractor being National Air
Transport, Inc.

Mr. Delf Norona in his “*Cyelopedia of United States Postmarks™ refers
to the existenee of the two rates as follows:

“This order [January 19, 1926| continwed in effect the Govern-
ment-operated air mail routes at the 8 cent zone rate, and the 10 cent
New York-Chieago night route. It also provided rates “on mail earried
by airplane on contract air mail routes.” '™

Thus, persons using the air mails after the establishment of contract routes
were faced with a rather intriguing situation. One had to determine whether
a letter wonld fly on a Government-operated or a contract route before deciding
on the required postage. It is true, of course, that most air mail during this
period was flown by contract operators whose routes were, for the most part,
under 1,000 miles in length. So, a 10¢ air mail stamp was needed.  However,
if mail flew on the Government route, the sender needed Se stamps or multiples
to prepay the correct rates. The diffienlty was also compounded when mail
was flown on both a contract route and Government route.  Then, a caleulation
would have to be made of the number of zones or part zones the letter was to
be carried on the Government route. The era of the digital computor probably
dates from that period.

Mr. Norona states further that **little attention is paid to air mail postage
rates by most air mail collectors, and there is little demand for commereial
covers bearing postmarks of the kind mentioned in this article and applied in
the regular course of postal business.”™ We are inelined to echo his senti-
ments.  Although first day and first flight covers exist in relative abundanee,
few commerecial eovers illustrative of the rates in use during the period from
July 1, 1924 to January 31, 1927 are to be found. We rather suspect that
most covers were either completely discarded or the stamps soaked off to satisfy
demand for used copies. As a consequence, covers showing proper rate usage
are scearcee,

A So-far Unique Commercial Cover

One such eommereial cover, proving the use of zone rates on the Govern-
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Fig. 4. The Bc and léc stamps (Scott C4 and C5) used together for the 24c rate from San
Francisco to New York, cancelled Pittsburg, California, March &, 1926. Backstamped San Francisco,
March 7, 1926 and Cleveland, Ohio, March 8, 1926.

ment-operated Transcontinental route during the period of dual rates from
January 19, 1926 through January 31, 1927 is illustrated as Fig. 4. It bears
the Se and 16¢ air mail stamps of the 1923 series to make up the 24¢ coast to
coast rate. Cancelled Mareh 6, 1926, 7:30 p. m. at Pittsburg, California, it was
sent by train to San Franecisco where it received an arrival postmark at 6 a. m.
on March 7, 1926. From San Franeisco it flew to Cleveland where it was back-
stamped March 8, 1926, 1:30 p. m. Presumably, from Cleveland it was sent
by train to Schenectady, N. Y.

So, this cover illustrates air mail usage over the Government-operated route
during the period of contract air mail rates. It must be admitted that this is
the only commercial cover we have thus far been able to obtain which is illus-
trative of the Government zone rate during the period of dual rates. Perhaps
others will appear in the future. In our collection, are several covers showing
contract usage with additional zone charges for service on the Government
route. These will be discussed in a future article on the 1926-1927 United
States Air Mail rates.

References
1. United States Domestie Postage Rates, 1789-1956, pp. 75, 76. P. 0, D.
Publieation 15, published by the Post Office Department, Washington,
D. C.

2, Ibid, p. T6.

3. 1Ibid, p. TT.

4. Ibid, p. 78
5. Cyelopedia of United States Postmarks and Postal History, Article 22,

p. 9, edited by Delf Norona. Published 1935 under the supervision of

the Handbook Committee of the American Philatelie Society.
6. Ibid, p. 11,
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WHAT YOU WANT TO BUY

is more important than what we want to

sell, so please tell us what you collect.

We have a small stock of older G. B. Com-
monwealth and Foreign stamps, good stocks
of covers (pre-stamp to recent airmails),
airmail stamps [some good errors) and one
of the finest existing stocks of Japanese oc-

cupations.

GENERAL PRICE LIST FREE

J. STEPHEN
26 Coed Pella Road

Colwyn Bay, Denhighshire, Gt. Britain
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COLOMBIA

A Scadta Cover From Germany
By RICHARD BARTELS

Iustrated (Fig. 1) is a cover posted in Berlin, Germany on December
10, 1923 and franked in the usual upper rvighthand corner with three common
German postage stamps.  The letter is addressed to Barranqguilla. Colombia.
South Ameriea.
Postage Due Collected

Evidently the addressee had moved from Barranquilla to Bogota. so that
the cover was forwarded.

In order to pay the required, additional air mail postage rate, a 60¢
Colombia Seadta air post stamp (Scott C45) was affixed to the cover together
with the green **Correo Aereo’™ air mail label.

The Seadta air mail stamp ((45) was caneelled with a regular Scadta
red canecellation used at that time in Barranquilla. Upon receipt in Bogota,
Colombia, the Seadta air mail receiving mark dated January 16, 1924 was
applied to the back of this cover (IFig. 2).

In the author’s opinion, the 50¢ Seadta air stamp (C45) was used as a
Postage Due stamp. This is seen by the red pencil mark *“60'" in the upper
right corner just below the German postage stamps. [f the person forwarding

tero Philatelist Annals 05
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Fig. 3

the cover had affixed the Seadta air mail stamp, he should have known that
this by itself was not suffiecient. Air mail in Colombia required the use of
both the Seadta air stamp and the regular Colombian postage stamp. The
lack of the latter, in the writer’s opinion, is good evidence of Postage Due col-
lection rather than the use of the Seadta air mail stamp for forwarding.

Unusual Use Of An Air Mail Stamp

In the author’s collection are many air mail covers from Germany to
(olombia. All but one are franked in the same manner as the cover shown
in Fig. 3. They bear the common German postage stamps at the right and
at the left the Consular Overprints applied in foreign countries to Colombia
Scadta air mail stamps. This Fig. 3 cover was selected for illustration be-
cause it is addressed to the same person as the Fig. 1 cover. The three Colombia
air mails are Sanabria Catalogue Nos. SA24-26. The ** A’ overprint signifies
Alemania (Germany). These Consular overprints were sold only in Germany
and only conld be used from there.

The single exeeption of an unoverprinted stamp on an air mail cover from
Germany to Colombia is the one illustrated as Fig. 1. This is the only one
with a regunlar Scadta air post stamp.

A Difference Of Opinion
This opinion about the 60c¢ Scadta air mail stamp on Fig. 1 being used for
Postage Due is not shared by some other Colombia air mail stamp specialists,
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Fig. 2
including the editor of the Arro PHILATELIST aNNaLs, Mr. Goodkind. They
believe that the C45 stamp was affixed by a private party in Barranquilla alter
the cover arrived there and he re-addressed it and then forwarded it on to
Bogota.
They maintain also that there is no indication of Postage Due. The
. peneilled 60" is not a Seadta notation but was done by the party who for-
warded the letter. He weighed the cover and noted that 60c postage was re-
quired. Later he or someone in his office affixed a 60¢ Seadta air mail (C45)
and the green Colombia **Correo Aereo’’ label.

Those who do not aceept the view of Postage Due on the Fig. 1 cover
point out that the only stamps available in Colombia were the unoverprinted
stamps. The Consular Overprints were sold exclusively in the various foreign

countries,

The purpose of this writing was to get further views about this Fig. 1
cover. Was Postage Due ecollected by the use of the unoverprinted Colombia
Seadta air mail stamp? The author weleomes any comments. Please write
to — Richard Bartels, Ahmser Strasse 24, Herford, Westfalia, West Germany.

Make the wisest move

when selling your collection — dial our number, 212
JUdson 2-0164, and let us tell you what we can do for
you. We can help you get the best possible price.

WFOEND Ly, ¢

ik Ty

As a long-established auction firm with international
connections and top standing, we can offer you every
service. For instance, an interest-free advance up to 60%
of our appraisal.

We will be glad to advise you, without charge, on
any aspect of your selling problem. Write or call us today.

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inec.

International Auctioneers of Fine Stamps

560 Fifth Avenue (at 46th St.), New York 36, N. Y.
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AVAILABLE NOW!

SECOND [ 1963 EDITION

US/BNA
CATALOG

LATEST UP-TO-THE-MINUTE
PRICE CHANGES!

160 PAGES BIG North America’s most widely
2000 ILLUSTRATIONS used US/BNA market guide,

reference book and price list.

Every collector needs this complete and authoritative guide and price list of
United States, U.S. Possessions and British North America stamps.

Compiled by experts of the world’s largest stamp firm, the HARRIS US
BNA CATALOG is the most accurate barometer of the current market — a
standard guide and fact-filled reference book for all collectors — and the most
reliable source of supply for desirable stamps at reasonable prices.

Look at the outstanding list of contents and see the wealth of valuable infor-
mation you get in this big bargain catalog, Then mail the coupon for your
personal copy — only 35¢ postpaid.

ONLY

ALL THIS, AND MORE, IN THE 35¢ MAIL TH'S COUPON

BIG HARRIS US/BNA CATALOG

; b ~ | POSTPAID

¢ All major U.S, Postage and Air- ’
mail issues ., . . PLUS Special Delivery, TODA y.
Parcel Post, Envelope Squares, Revenues
Postal Cards, Savings Stamps, Officials,
Postage Dues, Newspapers, efc.

® Popular specialties: Mint position blocks,
plate number blocks, mint sheets, perforated
coils, booklet panes, first day covers, etc.

e U.S. Possessions: Canal Zone, Guam,
Hawaii, Philippines (including Republic is-
sues) . .. PLUS Confederate States.

r y
H. E. HARRIS & CO.
Catalog Dept. Boston 17, Mass.

I
|
| |
| Please RUSH me, post-free, the new edi- |
) f your 160-page catalog, UNITED
® British North America: British Columbia I L“[ n\ {I)l' \'\l‘iti ._\!\”)I;_“t- 5_“[?0‘\3:?35[()_\_\ |
and Vancouver Island, Canada, Newfound- & BRITISH NORTH AMERICA, in- |
land, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and I\lllk!lﬂl{ the U.S. Stamp Identifier and
Prince Edward Island. : | other valuable information. I enclose 35c. |
® Big “Americana’ section: Posfal tributes |
to the United States on foreign stamps. |
® United Nations: Complete. I |
e U.S. Stamp Identifier: Fully illustrated to |
show the difference between genuinely rare I
stamps and common “look alike" varieties. ||
Use 1t to check your own collection for pos- |
sible hidden treasures!

Name

BRI o s s I




1963 International Air Mail Exhibition

BRUSSELS IX

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION

An international air mail exhibition called AEROPHILA 63 will take place
in Brussels, Belgium from September 1 to 8 in conjunetion with the Third
Federation of Societies Aerophilateliques (F. 1. 8. A.) Congress.

This coming exhibition may turn out to be the most successful aero-phila-
telie affair yet held in Burope. This will not be easy in the face of the records
of CURIOSA 61 in The Hague, Holland and LUPOSTA 62 held in West
Berlin, Germany.

The British Air Mail Soeiety with John W. Field as the British Commis-
sioner is making a determined effort to have more exhibits from Gireat Britain
at AEROPHILA 63. Furthermore, the British member of the International
Jury will be H. R. Holmes, the president of the Royal Philatelic Society, Lon-
don.  For many years, Mr. Holmes was the eurator of the British Museum's
philatelic properties among which is the outstanding Fitzgerald air mail col-
lection.

The United States exhibits promise to be better than the ones at Holland
and West Berlin,  Some outstanding colleetions that have not been exhibited
previously overseas have been entered in AEROPHILA 63. To mention a
few, the new entries are:

Honduras of Trving 1. Green, Newton, Mass.

Canary Islands of Herbert Bernstein, Vineland, N, .J. -

Ialy & Colonies of Louis N. Staub, New York, N.Y. This won the
Grand Award at Interpex 1963.

Also the Philatelic Foundation, New York, N. Y. will exhibit not-for-com-
petition several frames of air mail stamps from the famous John N. Luff
Reference (lollection.

If any member of AERO PHILATELISTS, especially those who have not ex-
hibited before in Europe, would like further details about exhibiting in Brussels,
Belgium, write to the United States Commissioner, Henry M. Goodkind, 22
Fast 35 Street, New York 16, N. Y. and he will forward an AEROPHILA 63
prospectus and Entry Form.

TO JOIN AERO PHILATELISTS

Simply fill in the membership Application on Page 104 and mail:
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Second Bohn Memorial Award
Taken By John J. Britt

In 1961, the directors of aero pHILATELISTS decided to ereate an award for
**Distinguished Service to Aero-philately’” in the memory of one of the main
forees behind Arro PHILATELISTS' formation and its following suecess in our
carlier yvears, Richard 8. Bohn,

The first award went to this magazine's editor in 1961.

In 1962, a committee was appointed to study the R. S. Bohn Memorial
Award and report back to the board of directors with any recommendations
for future action and nominees,

After a long and careful deliberation, the eommittee rendered the follow-
ing report to the directors while in regular monthly session at the Collectors
('lub, 22 BEast 35 Street, New York, N. Y. on Thursday, March 14, 1963.

The committee met on Mareh 6, 1963 at 5 p. m. at the Collectors Club to
discuss outlines of the charter or deed of trust for the award.
It was decided that the award was to be granted for:

Long-time and distinguished service to aero-philately.

What constitutes ** distinguished serviee?”’

1. Research and writing on aerophilatelic subjects,

2. Publishing of periodieals, eatalogs, handbooks, auection catalogs and
other literature pertaining to aerophilately,

3. Organizational services, such as member of board of judges for an air
mail exhibition, services as an officer of a philatelie society devoted to
air mail eolleeting.

When should the award be granted?

The committee recommends the award be granted nof more than once
in any one vear. There should be no requirement, however, that it
be granted annually unless there is a worthy candidate available.

Richard S. Bohn Memorial Award Committee
Ira Seebacher, Chairman

Henry M. Goodkind

Philip Silver

After mueh diseussion, the above report of the Richard S. Bohn Memorial
Award Committee was adopted for the future guidance and action by the board
of direetors.

Following this, the chairman of the committee recommended four nominees
for the 1963 award. Two more names were placed in nomination and seconded
from the floor.

By written ballot, John .J. Britt, the first president of AERO PHILATELISTS
was voted the Richard 8. Bohn Memorial Award for 1963.

At this time, no final decision has been reached as to the time and place
of presentation. Most likely, it will take place during our annual convention
that generally is held in late October or early November. (H. M. (i.)

FOR BOOKS ON AIR MAILS
See Page 112
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RUSSIA
The Air Fleet Stamps

By JOHN W. NICKLIN

Information on the Russian Air Fleet stamps of 1923-24 and a listing of
all the issues then known and recorded by the author was the subjeet of a
long article in the October 1958 number of the Arro PHILATELIST ANNALs (Vol-
ume VI, No. 2).

The purpose of these stamps was to provide funds for Soviet Military
Aviation. Societies were formed throughont the vast expanse of Russia and
they prepared, issued and sold stamps.

The stamps bore such slogans as **Society of Soviet Aviation,”” ** Friends
OFf The Air Fleet,”” “*Workers Build The Air Fleet™ and others.

As the stamps™ use was substantially obligatory, they certainly were more
than labels. But as they did not aetually pay postage fees, their status must
be regarded as somewhat less than stamps.  Semi-officials may be the best term
applieable to these Russian Air Fleet issues.

After the 1958 article, two of the most striking examples of covers pre-
served bearing Russian Air Fleet stamps were contained in a large lot from
the Bute colleetion sold in London, England at auction on March 25, 1959 by
Robson Lowe, Ltd. Both covers emanated from Tashkent in Middle Asia and
were flown on to Berlin, Germany:

A detailed deseription of each cover has been prepared by Igor Rubach,
an authority on Russian stamps.  His comments now follow :

Fig. 1 shows the front of a flown cover 1925 from Tashkent (Turkestan,
Middle Asia) to Berlin. 1t has:

Fig. I. (Photos by Boutrelle)
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Fig, 2

Postage stamps; 2 sets (2269, 272 and 298-301) and 3 singles (278(2),
285).

Air mail semi-official 25 Gold Kopeks red and black; ** Moskow Soeiety
of the Friends of Air Fleet.™

5 Gold Kopeks dull green U, 8. 8. R. Society of Friends of the Air
Fleet.™”

Welfare label: “*The Pan-Russian Committee of Help to the Invalids
of War™" of the All-Union-Central Executive Committee.

Welfare label of the Commission for Care ot Children of the Central

Executive Committee - 5 Gold Kop. - Brown,

Justice revenue stamp 25 kop. dark green and brown red.

The cover has the cancellation: “*Moscow, 1. expedition 17.10.1925.""

Fig. 2 shows the back of the Fig. 1 ecover with the special Revenue tax stamp
for export of stamps, 25 kop. on T kop. (on semipostal stamp BT, perf. 1314).

This cover with stamps addressed to Berlin, Germany was sent from Tash-
kent to Moscow, to the Central Control Service for the Foreign Exchange at
the Sovietique Filatelistic Association, Moscow 50, Nastasinski Pereulok No. 3,
because all the stamps sent to foreign countries had to pass exclusively through
the above Control service. At this place, the letter was censored and the con-
tents of the letter checked. Afterwards, the letter went further throungh the
Philatelic Section of the Central Post Office in Moseow (See letter “*F —"" in
Russian transeription on the registration label No. 6G61).

On back is the German arrival postmark ** Charlottenburg 20, 10. 1925,
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The cancellation of the Export-Tax stamp on back of the cover means: ** The
philatelic and fidueiary material contained in this post pareel has been checked
and approved for export to the Foreign countries. Based on a decision of the
All-Union Central Executive Committee of the Soviet of the People’s Commis-
sars of the Russian Socialist Federated Soviet Republie from 27. 1X. 1922,

Fig. 3 is a flown registered cover from Tashkent (Turkestan-Middle Asia)
to Berlin, Germany.

(m fromt :

IFour air mail stamps zC6-9

Postage stamps: 2255, 267, 276(2)

Semi-of ficial Air .\I.lil stamp without denomination: ** Working People
of the R. 8. I, 8. R. ll\!l\\l.ln Socialist Federative Soviet Republie)
— build up your Air Fleet®

Welfare label of the Turkestan Section of the M. O. P. R. (The Inter-
national Society of Aid to the Revolutionery) 2 Kop. red with
imprint : “*Turklith No. 799" (Lithography of the Middle Asia
Publishing )

Tied with round ecancel Tashkent 19. 8. 1925, bilingual Russian and
[Tzbeck

On the back is arrival German postmark Charlottenburg **25. 8. 1925,
which is not illustrated.

Fig. 3. |Both these covers from the H. M. Goodkind collection.)

dera Plalatolist Annals 103



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
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AERO PHILATELISTS, Inc.

22 EAST 35th STREET, NEW YORK 16, IN.Y.

I hereby apply for admission to membership in AERO PHILATELISTS. \nnual
dues of $5.00 are remitted herewith and are to be returned to me if my application is
not accepted.

NAME

ADDRESS | ; ‘ : . LR
Street

City, To\\'ﬁ or Village dald " Zone Statﬁ
OCCUPATION
SPECIALIZING 1IN 4 Pty o s
APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE ...

REFERENCES

Each applicant is requested to furnish two references preferably philatelic.

References:
1. NAME .

ADDRESS
2. NAME st At 8 i . oo T L ST )
ADDRESS

EXTRACTS FROM BY-LAWS, ARTICLE 1II—MEMBERSHIP
Any person of good character interested in acro-philately, over the age of twenty-one,
and who will be an asset to the Society, may become a member. Application for member-
ship shall be in writing, and shall be accompanied by annual dues of $5.00
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FRENCH EQUATORIAL AFRICA
B10-B35, CB2

By BEN HAMILTON

(Reprinted by permission of Scott Publications, Ine., 461 Eight Avenue, New York 1. N. Y.
from the "Seott’s Monthly Stamp Journal.”

se et Cameroun

.

cai

Monsieur Hénry M. Goodkind, .Esq.
137 Bast 9 th Street

BIO-11 and CB2. The complete set of these Free French semi-postals used on an air mail cover
July 7, 1944 from Brazavill with 3 French Censor markings and one seal.

Frankly, Free French Equatorial African postal officers never intended
the 27 semi-postal stamps sold during 1943 should meet any special postal needs.
The stamps were made to raise funds for the societies helping Free French
military and eivilian war workers in Afriea. Indeed Freneh Equatorial Afriea
B10-B35 and (B2 were the fruit of such patriotie gesture.

l'nknown to the Brazzaville authorities responsible for issuing the three
1943 semi-postal series, a precedent for war fund semi-postals was established
43 vears earlier. In 1900 the Australian state of Vietoria had sold special one
penny and twopenee stamps for a price of one and two shillings respectively.
As the footnote in Seott’s Catalogue indicates, the charge in exeess of the face
value "“was given to a patriotic fund in connection with the South African
War.”" Unlike the 1900 Vietoria semi-postals, the surtax was surcharged
openly on French Equatorial Afriea B10-B35 and CB2.
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Fighting French Africa

When the French Equatorial African postal system issued Scott numbers
B10, B11 and ('B2, it became the fifty-third to release Red Cross semi-postal
stamps. The June 28, 1943 deeree (text in July 15, 1943 French Eguatorial
African Official Journal) authorized the eonversion of remainders of numbers
67, 71 and (8 into semi-postal stamps.

All were to be overprinted Afrigue Francaise Combattante, a motto that
would be powerful propaganda for Frenchmen everywhere. The words ** Fight-
ing French Afriea’™ would be a reminder that French forees in Afriea were
campaigning to release France from the detestable Nazis! An emphatic red
cross, made of quads, is an essential part of the overprint.

The official deeree preseribed the following surtaxes to be surcharged on
the Red Cross stamps: 50 franes on 17,150 copies of French Equatorial Afriea
267, 100 franes on 8,550 copies of #£T1 and 200 franes on 5,350 copies of ('S,
The stamps were to be placed on sale only in the main post offices.

At least six post offices must have sold the stamps. Postmasters mailed
out advanee notices of the new series to European residents in the towns con-
cerned. Those wanting to buy rationed quantities of the stamps had their
names inseribed in a special notebook at the post office.  Persons whose names
were not on the lists could not buy the stamps.  Sales were limited to Europeans
because in 1943 the African populace of the colony was not interested in stamp
collecting.

The June 28, 1943 decree called for a commission, ineluding the colonial
finanee director and the postmaster general, to supervise the surcharging by
the Brazzaville government printing office.  Irregularities had turned up when
that bureau overprinted and surcharged stamps to make French Equatorial
Africa 80-141 and (9-C16. Stamp eollectors were delighted; the printery
superintendent vexed!

The postmaster general was to eall the commission preseribed by deerce for
these purposes:

1. To eontrol the number of stamps surcharged to prevent a surplus or
deficiency of stamps decreed.

2. To econtrol the surcharging to avoid inverted and double surcharges,
orthographie flubs and other mistakes, In conneetion with the second
purpose, the commission was direeted to incinerate sheets having one
or several flaws in the overprinting and surcharging.  Apparently the
duty was performed thoroughly as no errors have been reported for
B10, B11 and C'B2.

(Editor's wote. A portion of the article from “Seott's Monthly Stamp Jowrnal®™ at this
point hax been omitted because other semi-postal but not air mail stamps are deseribed.)

Cancelled, but!

All the cancelled copies of Freneh Equatorial Africa B10-B35 and (B2
are not postally used. The stamps were placed on sale in selected prineipal
post offices.  Which were the major offices?

In size, the six main postal centers were Bangui, Brazzaville, Fort Lamy,
Libreville, Pointe Noire and Port Gentil. Copies cancelled-to-order by the
above-named post offices are common. The writer visited the philatelic shop
in the Bon Marché department store in Paris in 1950, The stamp dealer there
showed me a large, unaddressed French Equatorial Afriean Bureau of Posts
envelope bearing numbers B14-B21.  Each earvefully aligned stamp had a neat
“Port Gentil'® cancel tying it to the cover. The Parisian dealer also had ean-
celled-to-order specimens with full gum. Postally used stamps exist, com
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French Equatorial Africa CB2 is the fifth scarcest stamp of the colony from the standpoint of
quantity printed. An official decree authorized only 5.350 copies of CB2 to be printed.

manding |n‘t°lllilllll.-& on covers !

Several vears ago an American stamp weekly reported that just one copy
of CB2 tied to a commercial cover had been seen in the United States. This is
somewhat exaggerated. B2 is rarve on cover — see illustration.

Are These Cancels Genuine?

Specimens of B10-B35 and ('B2 exist with eancels of post offices that ap-
parently did not stoek the issues. In my collection, each copy of B31-B33 has
part of the Zouar cancellation aeross each lower corner. In the 1940s Zouar
was a fortified military post in the Saharan wastes of north Chad. The garri-
son was a checkpoint in the frontier zone along Italian Libia. Although on a
main caravan route, Zouar normally was not a major post office. However,
under Free French administration Zouar became an important military supply
depot.  The fort was a logistics center for campaigns in Fezzan and Coufra.
The Zouar caneellation on B31-B33 is a baffling mystery.

ZC1 World's first air mail stamp, flown Turin-Rome 2.00
#C1 do. error in arrival pmk. 22,1V, instead 22.V. 1917 4.00
#=Cl1 do. return flight Rome-Turin cover 2.50
z=C2 World's first sea-plane st., Naples-Palermo 2.00
#C2 do. Naples-Palermo posted in Rome 4.00
zC2 do. return flight Palermo-Naples 2.00
1925, Special flight LEGHORN-ROME with unused %joff. air st. 2.00
1925, Same flight, "offic. air st. cancelled 3.00
1926, “NORGE" airship Polar cover with !'offic. air stamp, Rome-
Kingsbay 14.00
1926, do. Cover flown across North Pole to TELLER, Alaska, where
Italian franking has been cancelled upon arrival, autographed by
a member of the Crew, few known 60.00
We specialize in air mail covers of ltaly, Colonies, San Marino,
Vatican City, since 1925 and have one of the finest assortments
I in existence. Approvals.

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO.
P.O). Box. S Dumont, N.J.
S. L. Bayer, Prop., Member Aero Philatelists, Life Member AAMS;
Collectors Club, ASDA,

P.S. At the present time we have in stock one set of 5 FDC Italy

ﬁCOz and the four Colonies ZCBO1 on the OFFICIAL covers —
own, J
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Due to the wartime military significanee of Zouar an inereased number of
Freneh soldiers was sent there. Postal facilities doubtless were expanded.
Small supplies of B12-B35 may have been stocked at Zouar for French personnel.
If not, the stamps may have been bought in Fort Lamy and taken to Zouar for
cancelling,  The truth cannot be proven in 1963!

Catalogue Recognition??

Freneh Equatorial Africa B10-B35 and (B2 were controversial right from
the start. One school thought the high surtaxes should bar the stamps from
eatalogue recognition. True, the B10-B35 and CB2 surtaxes averaged 10007
of the face value. The surtaxes on Belgium B344 and B345 equals 3000% of
face value,

Others thought 27 semi-postal stamps were too many in one year. Czecho-
slovakia issued 123 semi-postals in 1919.  Look at the Seott footnote after Czech-
oslovakia B123: **Nos. Bl to B123 were sold at an advance of 50 per eent over
face values for the benefit of charity. They were sold in sets only, at a window
of the Prague Post Office known as the Philatelists Window.””  (Author’s
italies) French Equatorial Africa B10-B35 and CB2 were sold at post of fices.

Removal B10-B35 and B2 from albums and catalogues would necessitate a
sweeping reappraisal of the worthiness of numerous other semi-postal issues.

One thing is certain: Collectors wanting complete country collections must
include semi-postal stamps, whether the surtax is 19 or 5,0009% of the stamps’
face value, if the eatalogue lists them.

Errors, Varieties and Airmails

For 30 years we have been specializing in all unusual items: Errors, Varieties, etc.,
regardless as to whether they are or are not listed.

Now we have on hand a very large selection of Airmails U. P. U., U. N., Inverted
Centers, Sports, Topicals, Miniature Sheets, De Luxe Sheets, Proofs, Die Proofs,
Rotary, etc., etc.

We have oddities and unusual items from many different countries as:—

Albania Abyssinia, Belgium, Brazil, Canary Islands, Colombia,
Congo, Croatia, Czechoslovakia, Danzig, Ecuador, Epirus, Far East,
France & Colonies, Greace, Georgia, Honduras, Icaland, Ifni, Iran,
Italy & Colonies, Latvia, Liberia, Lithuania, Monaco, Nicaragua,
Paraguay, Poland, Romania, Russia, Saar, Salvador, Scadta, Spain
& Colonies, Tangier, Tanna Touva, Uruguay, Venezuela,

We will gladly make up special offers or selections on approval.

Please write countries, price range and specialties. [Usual
references, pleass).

We are also always buyers of similar material.

S. SEREBRAKIAN, Inc.

P. O. Box 448 Monroe, N, Y.
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VENEZUELA
Official Air Mail

Preface

While editing and preparing for publication in this magazine Philip Silver’s
excellent and exhaustive study of Urnguay’s official air mail stamps, now run-
ning serially, the thought occurred that the official air mail stamps of another
South American republic — Venezuela — offer some similar problems. This is
particularly true about the period of years official air mail stamps were in use.

Over ten years ago, in the Aero Philalelist's News dated February 15, 1953
(Vol. 8, No. 4, pp. 14-15) some information on the official air mail stamps of
Venezuela was given by Henry Kraemer. These arve the stamps perforated
with the initials, G. N., which are listed and priced in the **Sanabria Catalogue.™

The end of this 1953 article is interesting because IHenry Kraemer had
asked one of our members in Venezzuela to check the postal archives to see what
was recorded about these official air mail stamps. The report came back here
that nothing was recorded. A similar situation prevailed in Urnguay. It seems
evident that stamps were perforated with initials in Venezuela or punched

P - - - Sy - -

“"m- i Convenio Amérlcn F“W

¢ LIBRE DE PORTE .. .
. (—?"-ﬂ!' Sobretasa aérea Be: 0 20

MINSTERIO OF AGRICULTURA Y CRIA

44‘3’07'*7’ 'qw .:

Fig. |I. Official air mail cover without stamps sent in October 1938.

Fig. 2. The two backstamps on the 1938 cover.
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Fig. 3. An official air mail cover with no stamps dated 1940.

with holes in Uruguay for governmental mail without any doeumentation,
Therefore, this offers a challenge to the aero-philatelic student.

Dates Of Use

The 1953 article in the Aero Philatelist’s News said that G. N. perforated
initials had already been in use for offiecial correspondence when Venezuela
issued her first air mail stamps in 1930. Therefore, the (i. N. perforated ini-
tials did not start in 1930, but that year obviously saw their first use on air
mail stamps.

The article coneluded that, to quote: *"The use of perforated initials was
discontinued in 1943, when metered mail was substituted for Official Stamps,
Iustrated is a cover mailed in August, 1943 from the Office of the President
showing the use of ‘(i. N.” with a meter.””

Sinee 1950, the writer has assembled a number of air mail covers of Ven-
ezuela used by government officials and has studied them to determine if they
can reveal some more definite information. Ineidentally, securing Venezuela's
official air mail stamps on cover is not easy. In faet, these (i. N. initialled
stamps are also scarce used off cover as well as mint.

Fig. 4. The backstamps on the Fig. 3 cover.
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Fig. 5. ([Photos by Boutrelle)

G. N. Initials Not Exclusive On Official Air Mail

A few years ago, the writer received a gift. Perhaps it had little or no
philatelic value, A friend in Florida secured about twenty official envelopes
from Venezuela and sent them on with his compliments. Not one cover in the
lot had a stamp. All were as the first two covers illustrated (Figs, 1 and 3).

A tabulation was made of the dates on these twenty covers without stamps.
The earliest use was found on the Fig. 1 cover where the Miami, Fla. receipt
mark on the back (Fig. 2) is dated Oect. 27, 1938,

The next date in chronologieal order is on the Fig. 3 cover that is back-
stamped Miami, Fla. Mareh 15, 1940 (Fig. 4). The balance of the official
covers without stamps date from 1942 to 1947,

The use of official air mail without stamps in 1938 and again in 1940 ob-
viously proves that both the G. N. official air mail stamps and non-adhesive
stamp franking for official mail were simultaneously in use.

Official Air Mail Stamps Ended In 1943

Maost of the covers in the writer’s colleetion have the (. N, official stamps.
A study of them reveals the latest date oceurs on the Fig. 5 cover. The Caracas,
Venezuela caneellation tying the (. N. perforated initial stamp (Sanabria No.
199) to the Fig. 5 cover is so lightly hit, as usual, that it is practically impos-
sible to decipher. It could possibly be May 13, 1943, because a **3"" is seen
under magnification. But the receipt postmarks on the back show Miami, Fla,
May 21, 1943 and New York, N. Y. May 22 and May 24, 1943, These back-
stamps offer a good elue to the date of mailing of the Fig. 5 cover in Venezuela.

No cover with the Venezuela official air mail stamps so far has been seen
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Fig. 6. The four backstamps on the cover with the G.N. initials,

dated later than the aforementioned May, 1943. This possibly could set the
time of the discontinuation of Venezuela's (. N. official stamps around that
time. Furthermore, this Fig. 5 cover ties in with the one illustrated in the
1953 Aero Philatelist’s News article.  The meter using the initials . N, is
dated Caracas, Venezuela August 11, 1943, (I M. G.)
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BARGAIN
Thousands of Dollars Worth of Information
On Air Mail Stamps and Covers
for
$15 Only
A New Book
Volumes 6-7-8
AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS

Have been bound together
A very limited supply. Order your copy now to avoid disappointment
as happened with Bound Volumes of previous AERO PHILATELISTS'
publications that were sold out.

Also Still Available — A Few Copies of
AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS Vols. 1-2 (Blue Book) $10

AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS Vols. 3-5 (Red Book) $15
AERO PHILATELISTS' NEWS Complete Vols. 1-8
(Black Book) 835

AERO PHILATELISTS

22 East 35 Street

New York 16, N.Y,
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M aterial Aero-Philatelic
sells better through the

H. R. HARMER AUCTIONS.

Why not prove it?

H. R. HARMER, Inc.

The World's Leading Auwetioneers
b6 West 48th Street
New York 36, N.Y.

— Plaza 7-4460 —




now ready!

Sanabia
1963
NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., INC.

521 Fifth Avenue
New York 17, N. Y.




