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Cover: Theotokos, Mother 
of God is the specially 
commissioned painting by 
Fadi Mikhail on the £1.88 value 
Chnstmas 2013 stamp, one of 
seven Madonna and Chi!d 
stamps issued on 5 November. 

Read about Fadi Mikhail on 
page 76 and see more UK 
Christmas stamps on page 80. 
For philatelic specifications of 
Chnstmas 2013 Madonna and 
Child stamps, see the Preview 
on page 41 of this volume, 
October edition. 

The copynght of all UK stamp 
images in this publication is 
owned by Royal Mail Group Ltd. 
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The use of the FSC Iogo identifies 
the product which contains 
wood trom well-managed forests 
cert.fed n accordance with the 
Forest Stewardsn-p Council. 

Royal Mail 

Royal Mail, the cruciform 
and the colour red are 
registered trade marks 
of Royal Mail Group Ltd. 
© Royal Mail Group Ltd 
2013. All rights reserved. 

Issues and withdrawals 
1 5 November Issue Children's Christmas: Stamps (1 x 1st Class and I 1 x 2nd Class). Presentation Pack. 

I ••••··•••••••••••·••••••••••••••••• .. ·•·•••••• .. ••• .. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••·••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

i 5 November Issue Christmas Madonna and Child 2013: Stamps 
(1 x 1st Class, 1 x 1st Class Large, 1 x 2nd Class. 
1 x 2nd Class Large, 1 x 88p, 1 x £1.28p. 1 x £1.88p), 
Miniature Sheet, Presentation Pack, Generic Sheet, 
1st and 2nd Class Stamp Books, Stamp Cards. 

i . 
5 November 

5 November 

5 November 

6 November 

·········································································································································· 
22 November 

23 November 

10 December 

Issue Christmas 2013 Smilers® sheets for 
personalisation: Madonna and Child; re-issues of 1st 
Class Father Christmas and 2nd Class Robin sheets. 

Re-issue Christmas Post & Go: Robin design of 2010, 
only in Post Office Limited Post & Go machines. 

Issue 2013 Annual Collections: Year Pack, Year Book, 
Year of Miniature Sheets, Year of Presentation Packs. 

Withdrawal Christmas 2012: Stamps, Miniature sheet, 
Presentation Pack, Generic Sheet, 3 x Smilers®? Sheets, 
12 x 1st Class Stamp Book, 12 x 2nd Class Stamp 
Book, Stamp Cards 

Issue Benjamin Britten Coin Cover . 
... .. .. . ······· . 

Issue Doctor Who Souvenir Cover . 
.......................................................................................................................................... 

Issue Lunar New Year - Year of the Horse: Generic 
Sheet of 20 x 1st Class, Silver Proof Coin Cover. 

To order philatelic items, including those listed above, contact Royal Mail 
Tallents House at the address above left. Minimum handling charge UK £1.45, 
Europe £1.55, rest of world (airmail) £2.15. 
Many products can be ordered on the Royal Mail website: www.royalmail.com/ 
stamps. Selected items are available at Post Office branches and philatelic outlets 
at main post offices in: Bristol, Cambridge, Chester, Colchester, Croydon, Durham, 
Edinburgh, Exeter, Glasgow, Grimsby, Harrogate, London (Eastcheap and Trafalgar 
Square), Norwich, Nottingham, Plymouth, Portsmouth, Southend on Sea, 
Stevenage, Stroud, Trowbridge, Truro, York and Newport, Isle of Wight. 

Corrections The dates listed above for the issue of 2013 Annual Collections and the 
Doctor Who Souvenir Cover are correct; wrong issue dates were printed on pages 34 
and 38 respectively of the October edition of British Philatelic Bulletin. 
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Correspondence 

l Date wait 
As a subscriber to Bulletin for many years, 
I have much praise for the content but you I seem to have made a right mess of the 50th 
anniversary cover. Why did you not stick 
to the definition as of September 2012 to 
January 2013? The only way to find out when, 
for example, Volume 50 No 6 was issued (or 
if you are looking for a particular month), is to 
open each issue and look at the page heading. 

A second issue, which I have raised before, 
is why you do not use your code numbers in 
articles. The Royal Mail Australia Exhibition 
Sheet on page 342 of the July edition is, I think, 
AT076 Generic Sheet- which is what I would 
use to order it. Incidentally, what determines 
a Generic Sheet as against a Commemorative 
Sheet? Your comments please. 
P J Longhurst, Leicestershire 

You will be please to note that the month of 
publication is back on the front page of Bulletin, 
by popular demand. Our editorial pages do not 
carry order numbers because they are not always 
defined when product previews are written and 
because we do not see Bulletin as a catalogue. 
However, we are reviewing this editorial policy. 
As to your question about the differences 

between stamp sheet types, there are two main 
ones. Royal Mail Generic Sheets have, by 
definition, a non-specific background design and 
fulfil the philatelic requirements when issuing a 
new stamp design with a label attached for use 
in the Smilers® range. Commemorative sheets 
are designed for a specific subject or anniversary, 
for example the sheet issued in October 
commemorating the anniversary of the i.e Royal 
Yacht Britannia is classified as a Commemorative 
Sheet. These are also sold wrapped and 
packaged with an information backing card, 
similar to that of a Presentation Pack. 
Martyn Fry, Head of Production, Royal Mail 
Stamps and Collectibles 

Above: spot the difference 
between the Generic and the 
Commemorative Sheets 

Greetings from India 
I am a senior citizen. aged 64, from India and have 
been a philatelist for the past four decades. I love 
stamp collecting, the 'king' of hobbies, more than 
anything in my life. 

I have only recently found out about your Royal Mail 
service, since I have dedicated my life to government 
service here in India. I am very interested in reading 
your most coveted British Philatelic Bulletin and 
learning about postal history and the views of your 
readers. 

Now that I am retired, I am ready to undertake any 
venture in the service of philately. And I will even send 
you covers, brochures, and miniature sheets from time 
to time! But for now, I send greetings to your readers 
and wish all at Royal Mail a prosperous and healthy 
future. Long may they continue their dedicated service. 
T Karunaikkannan, Tamil Nadu, India 

Thank you very much for your delightful letter (and 
for the stamps sheets you kinldy enclosed). I is good 
to know that Bulletin has plenty of fans abroad with 
a passion for philately as strong as yours. There may 
well be a UK reader who would like to be your 
stamp-swap penpal. We hope you continue to enjoy 
Bulletin for years to come. 

Write to ... The Editor, British Philatelic Bulletin, 
Tallents House, 21 South Gyle Crescent, Edinburgh EH12 
9PB. Or email bulletin.enquiries@royalmail.com. 

All readers' letters chosen for publication will receive a 
thank-you gift and the sender of the 'First-Class Letter' will 
receive the Bulletin binder. 
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Children's Christmas 

What's new 
Winning 
Children's 
Christmas 
Stamp Designs 
• 2013 Annual 
Collections 

0 

' --- 
Two new Christmas stamps arc issued on 5 November, showing the winners of 
the 2013 Children's Christmas Stamp Design Competition. The first class 
stamp features seven-year-old Molly Robson's design of a jolly Father 
Christmas with a pile of colourfully wrapped gifts; the second class stamp 
has a trio of cute singing angels drawn by ten-year-old Rosie Hargreaves. 
Molly's artwork was shortlisted from entries submitted by schookhildrcn 

of the South East, and Rosie's from those in the South West. The 140 entries 
shortlisted from UK-wide regions were displayed at Autumn Stampex, 
where they attracted much interest. 
The volume and quality of children's artwork submitted in this 

Competition has delighted the judges at all stages, as well as the organisers 
- Royal Mail. Just over 240,000 entries were received fron across the 
nation! All the children's work related to the competition theme of '\\'hat 
Christmas l'deans 10 ivie', in a broad range of styles and media. 
This amazing response presented an inspiring but difficult task for the 

Finalists judging Panel, led by HRH Prince Charles and including Royal 
Mail CEO Moya Greene, Royal Mail's Head of Design and Editorial 
Management Marcus James, children's writer Lauren Child and 1966 
competition winner 'Tasveer Shemza. They picked two winners, one from 
each age group, \\'ho each recein:-cl first prize of a [1,000 ,·ourlwr in 
addition to a further (1,000 voucher for their schools. 

Above: First Day Cover 
bearing stamps showing the 
winning entries from the 2013 
Children's Christmas Stamp 
Design Competition 
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First Day Covers are available with informative 
carrier cards from Tallents House (address on 
p;ige 66). Then· is a choice of alternative 
postmarks, as shown right. 

Following a television preview on BBC Breakfast, 
the stamps and Prc:-.cntation Pack went on sak at 
www.royalmail.com/stamps on I l\'"on-mLwr and at 
all Post Oflicrs un 5 '.':u,·ernlier, in add it ion to the 
Chris1m:1s :20U issue on lae.lonna a11d Child stamps 
(see 'Christmas Collecting' on page B0 and page -1-1 
ofOctnlwr Bullflin fr-,r philatdit" ~pcrifirat ions)• 1> 

Christmas 2013 Childrens' Stamp Designs - 
Specifications 
Issue date 5 November 2013 ···················· .. ·········· . 
Stamps 1 x 2nd. 1 x 1st 
·················································· .. ·········································•··················"· 
Products First Day Cover, Presentation Pack 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• .. •••••••••••••uh••••••••••••••••••• 

Designer Royal Mall Group Ltd ................................................................................................................... 
Illustrator 2 x Compe1tt1on Winners ............................................................................................................ , . 
Stamp Size ................................................................................................................... 
Printer ......................................................................................... , . 
Print Process 

47mm (w) x 30mm (ht 

International Secur,ty Pnnte1s 

Gravure ................................................................................................................ 
Sheet size 25 stamps per sheet 
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Below a 013 stamp souvenir 
to tmasum. the Roy.:it Ma.l 2013 
Yearbook Time is of the 
essence in its design. as well as 
<'vntnbutions rrom experts and 
behind-the-scenes illustrations, 
the book contains fascinating 
chrono!og:cal llmeLnes relating 
to the subjects of this year's 
Special Stamps. 
R.gttt: background articles 
include this one by Norman 
Johnston, with timeline and 
details about the trams 
included in the Classic 
Locomotives of Northern 
Ireland Miniature Sheet 

s\ 
sasaos ±__ 

=' E 

Ag»A±A@@ l] 

Annual Collections The 2013 Yearbook 
and Yearpack go on sale on 5 November. 
They both contain all the year's special 
stamps, as well as the ~1[iniature Sheets 
of London Underground, Doctor Who, 
Football Heroes, Classic Locomotives 
of Northern Ireland, British Auto 
Legends ,vorkhorses and Merchant 
Navy Atlantic and Arctic Convoys. 
The 2013 Yearbook draws together 

many different subjects from many 
different eras, reflecting the rich 
variety of Royal Mail special issues 
and presenting a timeline 
pertaining to each subject area. 
Biographer Claire Tomalin delves 
into the life of Jane Austen, 
railway specialist Norman 
Johnston looks back at the age of 
steam in Northern Ireland and 

motoring aficionado Quentin Willson presents 
a round-up of classic British automobiles- to mention but three of' 

the lavishly illustrated articles that explore the background to this Royal 
Mail's Special Stamp issues of 2013. 
The standard version of the Year Book (shown above) costs £90 and the 

prestigious leatherbound version £134. Turn to page 95 for your chance to 
win one of these beautiful souvenirs of the year in stamps. 
The colourful Year Pack, £85, is presented in a smart folder decorated 

front and back with illustrations of 2013 stamp themes. It contains more 
concise information, including technical details of the stamps and images of 
the alternative First Day postmarks for each special issue. 
Also available from 8 November are the 2013 Year of Miniature Sheets 

pack, £33, and 2013 Presentation Pack Collection, £91. for more details 
and online ordering of annual products and stamp-themed gift ideas, visit 
·www.royalmail.com/stamps • 
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Stamp Scene John Holman keeps you posted 
on events and activities in the philatelic world 

······································································································································································· . 
8-9 November Stafford Stamp Show, Staffordshire County Showground, 
Weston Road, Stafford ST18 0BD. Friday 10am to 5pm, Saturday 10am to 
4pm. Information: 01785 259350. 
9 November National Philatelic Society meeting with Members' Displays of 
Covers, Cards and Stamps of Interest, Welsh Centre, 157 Gray's Inn Road, 
London WCIX 8UE, 2.45pm. Members' auction at 12.50pm. 
15 November Strand Stamp Fair, Royal National Hotel, Russell Square, 
London WCI. Information: 020 8946 4489. 
15-16 November Leeds Stamp Fair, Pudsey Civic Hall, Pudsey LS28 5TA. 
Friday 10.30am to 5.30pm, Saturday 10am to 4pm. 
16 November Joint meeting of GB Philatelic Society and the Postal 
Stationery Society at Royal Philatelic Society, 41 Devonshire Place, London 
WI, from 1lam. 
16 November Bexhill Philatelic Society Stamp Fair and Philatelic 
Community Day, St Augustine's Church Hall, Cooden Drive, Bexhill 
TN39 3AZ. Free parking near Collington railway station. Information: 
Ray Burnett, 01424 214294. 
30 November National Philatelic Society Country Meeting, J N Fear 
Institute, High Street, Keynsham, Bristol BS3I IDG, 1.30pm. 
4 December GB Philatelic Society Members' Displays. Stanley Gibbons 
Ltd, 399 Strand, London WC2, 6pm. 
13 December Strand Stamp fair. 
14 December National Philatelic Society Annual Competitions, Welsh 
Centre, 157 Gray's Inn Road, London \\'CIX 8UE, 2.45pm • 

Uk diary dates 

Below: popular venues for 
stamp collectors this month 
include Bexhill and London's 
Welsh Centre 

························································································································································································· 
An international stamp exhibition, Brasiliana 2013, will be held in Rio cir 
.Janeiro from 19 to 25 November. 
The i'vlonacoPhil exhibition of world rarities takes place in Monte Carlo 

from 5 to 7 December. The Monaco show includes items from t ht' collections 
of Prince Albert 1I of Monaco, Her Majesty The Queen, various postal 
museums and members of the Club de l\lonte-Carlo. For more information, 
see www.monacophil.cu o 

Stanlry Gibbons published the 201-~ edition of its Commonwealth & British 
5 
£ Empire Stamps 1840-1970 catalogue in September. A number of varieties 
S have been added to the listings and a fully priced listing is now provided for 
G the 'interprovincial stamps' of South Africa the stamps of the four 
1:-! 

{ prm·inces used in the union prior to the issue of the first definitive and 
£ postage due stamps. 
{j Significant additions have also been made to the sections on Australian 
CJ 

States, Burma, Indian Feudatory States and Malaysia. The new edition 
£ costs £82.50, and a deluxe leather-bound version is available. Stanley » 

Stamp exhibitions 
overseas 

························································································································································································· 
New catalogues 
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Gibbons has also puhlishl'd a h:rndbook. ThP ,{5 Ormi/;t' by Dr John 
Horsey, which provides a comprehensive guide to the famous [ orange 
stamp issued in I882. It gives a clear assessment of the relative scarcities of 
shades, papers, cancellations, and more .. \t 312 pages the guide costs £'75. 
and a deluxe edition is again available. Orders and enquiries: Stanley 
Gibbons, 7 Parkside, Ringmwd. 1-·bmpshin." BI-12-1- 3SH. 01-1-25 ·1·723G3, or 
ww\\·.stanlrygibl>ons.com • 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 
Stamp-related 
exhibitions 

In May Roy.al :\lail issued stamps showing famous footballers to mark the 
150th anni,·crsan· or the Football Association. This was formed at the 
Freemasons· Tan.-rn in London in October 1863 when a group of men came 
together to establish a unified code of rules to regulate the sport. 
The FA minute book that documents the origins of association football 

can be seen in a Football Rules' exhibition at the British Library until 
17 December. Information: 020 7412 7676 or see www.bl.uk/whatson. If 
you go to this exhibition, remember to take a look at the British Library's 
permanent Philatelic Collections display . 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 
Society anniversaries Last month I noted that several philatelic societies celebrate important 

anniversaries next year. I should be pleased to hear, via the Editor, from 
societies holding anniversary events open to the public so that details can be 
published here at the relevant time o 

································· . 
Auction round-up Forthcoming Spink auctions are: Collectors Series Sale (13 November); the 

Robert Marion Collection of Mauritius Stamps & Postal History and 
Lionheart Collection of GB & British Empire (14 November); and Postal the 
History & Historical Documents (15 November). For more information call 
020 7563 4094 • 

.................................. ····································· . 
Letter Box Study Group l The Autumn 2013 Newsletter of The Letter 

LETTER BOX Box Study Group LBSG) is its 150th and is 
TUD Y GROUP more of a commemorative book than a 

NIWLETTER 150= AUTUMN 20l3 newsletter. In its 68 pages, with excellent full- 
i •• "i "· ··------~ -;--i l colour illustrations, are articles on Olympic 
;---arr-5- ,-3=+} gold boxes, post box-maker Edward Cole, 

i ·. - · ~:--=· J boxes at St Aldgate's in Oxford, Prismatique 

·iris rt" 
i;la Essig @"@woo i foe so 
#iii ct±% 2%% 
1 •c:··1r.,,.,: 1·· 1·,1 •f •• I· "'·"'i'1t;;;?JD_~1l d J • • • C. isari postcar s, t 1ere 1s an mterestmg teature on 
4,3'I'ii####...± as ocaras at ware pradacca by he 
Midlands Postal Board showing post boxes. This is a superbly produced 
publication, a true exemplar for society journals. For mor information 
about the LBSG, contact Val Scott, 38 Leopold Avenue, Birmingham B20 
I ES, email membership@lbsg.org or see wwwlbsg.org • 
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························································································································································································· 
The British Postal Museum & Archive, located at Frecling House, Phoenix 
Place, London WCI, near the famous Mount Pleasant sorting office, is open 
Monday to Friday I 0am to 5pm (Thursdays until 7pm) and on Saturday 9 
November and 14 December (10am to 5pm), but closed on l\tlonday 11 
November and 16 December. On show at Freeling House is a 
display of photographs of Mail Rail. The Post Office in the 
Community display can be seen at Blists Hill Victorian Town, 
Ironbridge, Shropshire (sec Bulletin article on page 283, Volume 
49, May 2012), and 25 exhibitions online at the BPMA website 
include: Aerial Post, regional stamps, Machins, David 
Gentleman, postal vehicles and letter boxes. 

Popular GPO walking tours, led by accredited guides, tell the 
story of Victorian postal reform and the growth of the GPO. 
The next tour is on 23 November at I lam- to book, phone the 
number below. A tour of the Museum Store at Debclen takes 
place on 6 November at 1 pm, and there is a tour of the Archive 
on 11 December at 3pm. 

Sian Price gives a talk called 'If You're Reading This: Last 
Letters from the Front Line' at the Phoenix Centre, alongside the 
BPMA, on 14 November at 7pm. There will be a 'double whammy' 
on 3 December when BPMA Director Adrian Steel, will talk on 
'The Future of Britain's Postal Heritage' at 6pm and Tony Williams 
on 'Charles Dickens and Postal Communication' at 7pm. 
The Great Train Robbery, one of the most famous crimes of the 20th 

century, occurred on 8 August 1963 . .tviaterial relating to the event is held 
at the BPMA, which has arranged a touring exhibition about the robbery. 
It can be seen at: Head of Steam - Darlington Railway Museum, North 
Road Station, Darlington DL3 6ST until late December. but check with the 
BPMA for confirmation of elates and opening hours. 

For more on British Postal ~Iusrum and Archin" displays and events, 
contact the BPMA for a copy of its comprehensiYc Ewnts Guide. 
Information and bookings: 020 7239 2570, info@postalheritage.org.uk, or 
the BPMA's website at www.postal heritage.org.uk o 

BPMA exhibitions 
and events 

The Friends will hold their Annual General i\keting at thr Phornix Centre 
(adjacent to the BPMA), Phoenix Place, London \\"CI X ODL at 3pm on 
'3 December. After the meeting Friends are invited to a viewing of the 
display Off with her Head, originally prepared by Curator of Philately 
Douglas Muir for the ABPS exhibition in Perth, and a private viewing of 
the exhibition or photographs depicting the Mail Rail undrrground Iinr in 
the BPMA search room. These will be presented by Head of Collections 

, Chris 'Taft. Refreshments at the Mount restaurant are available from 5pm 
j to 6pm. The two talks by Adrian Steel and Tony Williams of the BPMA on 
3 Postal Communication and Dickens (see above) follow. 
q For information about the Friends of the BPAMA and how to become 
E one see www.postalheritage.org.uk/friends or email friends@ 
A postal/heritage.org.uk. Membership is (20 a year(£15 for the over-63s\ o » 

Above:the Post Office at 
Blists Hill Victorian Town. 
Iron bridge 

Friends of the BPMA 
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NewBPMA 
museum update 

Above: the Post Office 
Underground Railway, which 
the BPMA hopes to restore 
and preserve for posterity 

The BPMA has unveiled plans to restore London's underground mail train 
system and open it to the public. The ambitious move is part of the BPM.A's 
multimillion-pound campaign to build a new national postal museum and 
archive in the capital, 

Called the Post Office Underground Railway or Mail Rail, the 23 mile­ 
long narrow gauge track operated from 1927 to 2003, taking mail across 
London from Whitechapel to Paddington via six stations in rlcctrifiecl, 
driverless cars. The network could carry up to four million letters a day and 
operated for 22 hours out of every 24. 
If the proposals are approved by the local planning authority, the BPAMA 

will open up part of the tunnel network around ;\lount Pleasant mail centre, 
and develop the car maintenance depot and old workshops there. Visitors 
would be able to ride passenger cars on o,·er 1.000 metres of track through 
the original tunnels. The IS-minute rides would also takr in the platforms 
of r\ lount Pleasant station. The rar depot will become exhibition and venue 
space, showing a collection of vehicles associated with moving the post. 
The space traces the history of Mail Rail, the world's only purpose-built 
subterranean mail transport network. The BPMA hopes the local authority, 
Islington Council, will consider the Mail Rail proposal in a planning 
meeting before the encl of the year. 
The Mail Rail centre is seen as vital for the success of the new museum, 

which would be supported by revenue brought in by visitors. The museum 
and archive complex is expected to open in 2016 a Calthorpe House next 
to Mount Pleasant, at the same time as Mail Rail. The entire project will 
cost £22...t- million, and the BPMA already has £10.9 million, with a major 
fund raising campaign underway to find the balance. This drive for cash has 
become more critical after a Sotheby's sale of BPMA duplicate stamps in 
July was expected to raise over £5 million, but fetched less than 400,000. 
In five exhibition zones, the museum will display stamp sheets, pillar 

boxes, an 18th century mail coach, postal uniforms and vehicles, medals, 
posters and more. The zones are as follows: 
• The 'Royal' Mail: this covers the setting-up of the postal system and the 
age of the mail coach. 
• Communication Revolution: this zone will demonstrate how new methods 
of communication were developed, such as mail by rail, steamship and air. 
• The Post Office in Conflict: this shows the history and role of the postal 
service in times of social unrest, protest, during the World Wars and on 
Britain's Home Front. 
• Designs on Delivery: here visitors will learn about stamp design and 
history and publicity, branding and advertising for postal service products. 
• Post Office Community: this section looks at mechanisation, the Post 
Office in the community, icons of the post, and the post in popular culture. 
The Calthorpe House site will also accommodate a purpose-built archive 

repository, conservation studios, extensive research facilities and a state-of­ 
the-art education centre. BPMA officials say the new premises are sorely 
needed: the organisation currently looks after several million stamps, 
60,000 artefacts and two and a half miles of archives• Andrew Neish 
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Peter Jennings, the well-known philatelic writer, died on 10 September aged Obituary 
65. He was best known for articles on pioneer airmails and aerogrammes, 
and published a book called Aerogrammes in 1972. He wrote pieces on 
airmails for Bulletin in the early Nineties, and subsequently his journalism 
covered a wide range of philatelic subjects, principally in Gibbons Stamp 
Monthly, where his distinctive voice will be missed. 

Peter was perhaps more a journalist than a philatelist, adept at securing 
interviews and with a nose for a good story. Always keen to meet the famous, 
he obtained an interview with Prince Philip, and presented Palestinian 
stamps at a private meeting with Pope John Paul II. 
He was active in the Roman Catholic Church as press secretary to the 

Archbishop of Birmingham and wrote several books on Papal visits. Peter 
worked with the Isle of Man Post Office on the miniature sheet issued to 
commemorate the visit of Pope Benedict and the beatification of influential 
I 9th-century theologian Cardinal Newman in 2010. He was also involved 
with the Isle of Man's recent News Headlines stamps. 

For a short while Peter helped with publicity for new stamp issues. He 
displayed items from his collections in the Rare Stamps of the World 
exhibition in London in 1997, and was, as a PR consultant, involved with the 
organising of the 'Stamp' exhibitions in the Nineties• J l ·i//iam Doher{J' 

Jersey Post's next issues comprise six stamps and a miniature sheet marking 
the 65th birthday of HRH The Prince of \\'ales (14 November), and a 
Christmas Fayre issue of six stamps and a souvenir miniature sheet (20 
November, see page 80). Information: Jersey Philatelic Bureau, Freepost 
JE793,Jerscy Post,Jersey JEI !AF or www.jerseystamps.com. 

Guernsey issued a £3 miniature sheet commemorating the birth of Prince 
George of Cambridge on 24 September. The first issues for 2014 will be: 
Chinese New Year-six stamps and souvenir sheet (8January) and Endangered 
Species - Orangutan miniature sheet, and Alderney Ladybirds six stamps 
andsouvenirsheet (both 12 February). I format ion: 
Guernsey Philatelic Bureau, Frccpost GU267, 
Envoy House, La Vranguc, Gurrnsey GY! 5SS or 
email philatclic@gurrnscypost.com. 
The Isle of Man's six Christmas stamps went 

on sale on 17 October. The 73p stamp is in a new 
design featuring a stained glass window; the other 
stamps reproduce designs from Christmasses of 
1988, 1990, 1991, 1995 and 2006 (see page 80\, 
marking the 40th anniversary of Isle of Man 
posta I i ndepenclcnn·. The 2014 issues st a rt ,rit h 
Island of Culture, Winter Flora and World War 
issues in January, followed by RAF Red Arrows 
50th Anniversary on 19 February, Information; 
Isle of Man Stamps & Coins, PO Box I0M, 
Douglas, Isle of Man IM99 IPB or www. 
iomstamps.com o 

Island news 

Below: on 14 November 
Jersey Post releases a special 
stamp issue celebrating 
Prince Charles's 65th birthday 
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ODtic 
credentials 
The artist commissioned to paint 
one of this year's Christmas 
stamps packed his picture with 
intriguing hidden meaning - we 
decipher his secret code ... 

THE COPTIC SCHOOL of Egyptian Christian art is almost as ancient as the 
story of Jesus himself, and its exquisite yet fading paintings, of Mary and 
Jesus and a procession of saints, have adorned the crumbling walls of centuries­ 
old churches and monasteries from Luxor to Old Cairo. But, along 
with other ardent followers of Coptic iconography, young English-Egyptian 
artist Fadi Mikhail is committed to rediscovering the colourful history of 
this venerable art, and finding in it meaning for today. Once it was lost, 
after the culture of Egypt's Coptic Christian community was buried by 
centuries of religious repression. Now Slade graduate Fadi's quest to 
rediscover Coptic art has received a modern boost, with a Royal Mail 
commission to paint a 'Madonna and child' icon for the £1.88 stamp 
(above) in the seven-stamp 20 I 3 Christmas issue. Royal Mail's aim for the 
commission was to reflect ethnic diversity in the UK. 
He is delighted by the chance to promote the art that is an articulation of 

his Coptic Christian faith. 'It's a big blessing, I feel honoured and privileged 
to work on something that's so high-status,' says the 29-year-old, born in the 
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UK to Coptic parents and now living and ,rnrking in Hertfordshire. Fadi 
was taught by Egyptian artist Isaac Fanous (1919-2007) - onr of the founders 
of the Neo-Coptic school that aimed to resurrect the original Coptic stylr in 
the Sixties. Fadi studied unclrr Fanous in California. \\·hcrC' he was painting 
a new cathedral, before going to the Slack. ·Prolrssor Fanous was a lyrical 
poet with a brush,' recalls Facli. ·1 \\"oulcl sit for hours a clay, just soaking in 
every flick of his brush and every stretch of his arm o\'C·r the paintings: 

Fanous would have been proud or his apprentice. Fadi's icon boasts a 
distinrti\'L' aesthetic of contemporary clarity and simple lines yet the image 
is parked with an ancient rnclr of fascinating religious symbolism harking 
bark 10 the rarlic:,,t Cnptic pai111crs. First. his painting is called Theotokos, 
.\ lothn <!f Corl: Coptic artists portrayed lary as 'theotokos, meaning ·Gocl­ 
bearer" in Creek. Ccsturcs, lnnk,. l'\·1·n 1·olour:-., nHi:,t lie unlnckt·cl by tilt' 
initiated. Cui· Facli: ''l'hl' \'irgin i,n·1 luoking clin-ctly ,\t Chri-,t.' he sa)S 
of the picture. Instead she is looking just beyond him in a sad 
way, premeditating what is to happen to him because she knows that he 

Above: Fad1 M1kh3!1 explains 
that Coptic iconography is full 
of special religious symbo!ism 

Opposite: F3di"s beautiful 
stamp for this year's Christmas 
issue 
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Above: Fachi's art is a 
celebration of his faith 

Below: the dedicated 
Egyptian Coptic artist 
hard at work at his 
studco 1n Hertfordshire 

kr ,,,-Fl 
-1-7 • ~ 

will suffer torment in his life. In our iconography, the Virgin is portrayed 
in blue or brown. Blue symbolises the sky or the heavens (since she is 
often glorified by the title 'Queen of Heaven' in the Orthodox church), and 
brown the earth depicting her humanity. The inside of the robe is reel, 
signifying her royalty= as the Psalm indicates:.. the glory of the daughter 

of the King is within ... "' 
Of Jesus he says: 'His white robe denotes purity, suggesting 

that He is divine, pure, perfect and unblemished. The reel on 
His robe denotes Christ's martyrdom, the shedding of His blood.' 
There are even hidden meanings in the style of halos 'worn' 

by Mary and Jesus ('in gold to show heavenly glory,' says Facli), 
portrayed as full circles surrounding their face and head in 
Coptic art. This is quite distinct from the more usual crowns or 
discs that hover above the head in western iconography. The 
Coptic circle-halos are in contact with the subject's face and 
head, to indicate that a divine light flows from within. Note the 5 

"' lines on Christ's halo: this gives a visual hint of the cross. g 
r:, 

Interestingly, Fadi broke with Coptic tradition to make one ! 
c major concession to the modern medium of the postage stamp: 8 

'There is one element that I left out consciously and in hindsight t 
g 

I probably would have added it in- this was the set of three stars g, 
6 that are usually painted on the Virgin's robe to symbolise her £ 
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virginity before, during and after her pregnancy. 
These stars are a very common, if not compulsory, 
feature for the icon, but I thought that they would 
not be visible on a stamp.' 
Tradition rules, however, in the production of 

Fadi's simple yet stunning picture. He used the 
ancient painting methods and materials to reflect 
'as much as possible the methodology of the Coptic 
Period that began in the 3rd Century and arguably 
had its zenith in the 7th. An entirely appropriate 
decision when you consider just how 'traditional' 
the Coptic Orthodox Church is: established by St 
Mark The Evangelist in 61 AD, it is the oldest 
church in Africa, and the Copts are the largest 
group of Christians in the Middle East. (The 
word Copt, by the way, comes from the Greek 
Aigyptios', via the Arabic 'qibt', the name 
originally given to the indigenous people of the 
Nile Valley by Arab invaders in the 7th Century.) 

Fadi's painting took 50 hours of exacting preparation and brushwork to 
complete. First he covered the wood panel with linen, then painted it wry 
thinly with gesso, a liquid chalk compound with gelatine, in a series of 
layers. The result is a very porous chalk board, which mimics the limestone 
walls Coptic pictures would originally have been painted on almost 2,000 
years ago. 'The paim seeps into the porous material; explains Fadi, 'so that 
centuries on, even if the paint has flaked off the surface, the paint colours 
arc still there, impregnated into the board, and the image still remains: 
Gold leaf was also added layer by layer, and Fadi used traditional egg 

tempera for the painting. The paint is a challenge: 'Iconography is different 
to oil painting. Oil are much more forgiving when you \\'ant to remove or 
acid a brush stroke,' Fadi says. 'But with egg tempera. it is pretty much what 
you put down is what is going to remain: you can only over-paint a little bit.' 

Facli \\'Orkrcl closely with leading stamp designers Rober '.\ laude :rnd 
Sarah Davies, who were creating the Christmas issue. 'It was lovely working 

lJ , 1,,,.l 

with Robert and Sarah because they could empathise with what I was 
trying to say with the picture's symbology,' says adi. They selected one of 
Fadi's preliminary drawings to develop into the painting, advising him on 
how to acljust it to fi 1hr design. Tlw final ,·ihrant image is, it seems. as 
much a product of Fadi's faith as his talent. His wrdict i:- all the more 
poignant when you consider that this work is for the season of good will, a 
a time of persecution for Copts, when their churches are being burnt and 
worshippers killed in Egypt. 'What does this icon mean to me?' he says. I 
speaks to me of God's grace and forgiveness.' o 

'It was exciting 
knowing that 
the work I was 
doing for the 
stamp with the 
designers was 
going to be 
something that 
was so national 
and had such 
high status' 
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appy r1st 
Welcome to this year's collection of UK special 
.Christmas stamps -all ready for sending your 
seasonal greetings to friends and family... 

Royal Mail - 5 November 

Children's Design Competition 
_,~,w ~--'~" =~~ .. ,, i 
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Two special stamps showcase the artwork of the winners of Royal 
Mail's Children's Christmas Stamp Design Competition: a jolly 
Santa by seven-year-old Molly Robson appears on the first-class 
stamp and a trio of singing angels by ten-year-old Rosie 
Hargreaves is featured on the second-class. For further details 
and to order see pages 38 and 69 and www.royalmail.com/stamps. 

Royal Mail - 5 November 

Madonna and Child 
Royal Mail's 'Madonna and Child' Christmas 
issue takes you on a glorious stamp tour 
through the history of religious art. Four 
classic paintings, and a contemporary one 
specially commissioned by Royal Mail, 
reflect the development and range of artistic 
representations of the Virgin Mary and the 
infant Jesus since the 15th century. 
English-Egyptian iconographer Fadi Mikhail 
11as painted the new picture, a modern take 
on the traditional 
Coptic style that 
is almost 2,000 
years old. 

For philatelic 
specifications of 
this issue, see the 
Preview pages of 
October Bulletin. 
An interview with 
Fadi Mikhail is on 
page 76 of this 
edition. 
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Isle of Man - 17 October 

A Christmas Stamp Gallery 
t L'QJ 

•/W .. s 40° 

t l~U 1191' (MAN 

....0 

Taking a look back at the Isle of Man Post Office's 40-year history, 
six classic festive stamps from years gone by were issued last 
month. They are 32mm x 26mm, with 13 perfs per 2cm and 
were designed by EJC Design, with Presentation Pack text by 
Richard West. For more details and to order, visit www. 
iompost.com/stamps or phone +44 (0)1624 698430. 

Jersey - 27 November 

Christmas 
Fayre 

.4 Pudding, wine, 

.. , gingerbread, chocolate 
log ... The tasty theme 

7 

of Jersey Post's 
Christmas issue is 

Christmas Fayre. 
Printed by Enschede 
and issued at the end of 
this month, the set 
comprises eight stamps 
featuring a selection of 
traditional food and 
drink. The stamps are 
30mm x 40mm, and the 
paintings are by Michael 
Pollard. For more details 
and to order, email 
stamps@jerseypost. 
com or phone +44 
(0)1534 516320. 
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Guernsey- 12 November 

Wizen Santa Got Stuck 
up the Chimney 
Designed by Nick Watton, Guernsey Post's 
Christmas set of seven features Santa on his 
Christmas Eve journey - but thanks to his 
ample girth he spends a tricky moment or two 
wedged inside a chimney! Printed by Cartor, 
the stamps are 30mm deep x 40mm wide. 
and will be issued on 12 November. 

! 
1 ~ '~, ' i ~ Alderney- 13 November 

iag {#} y#} air a, ma 
--- ·- · - · - · J\0sed Reindeer 

A,,~~ "' 1 ~~- _ 1 • • · , 1 Also designed by Nick Watton, the perfect ai F ; C~"': ~ ~ · · ... ~ partner for Guernsey's Santa set are 
Alderney's Christmas stamps. Telling the story 

~"""" of everyone's favourite reindeer and his spec:al 

{asld ;cw 
II iz,; ~ Colour Pnnt. For more deta.!s and to order, 

visit www.guernsey post.com new issues. 
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'show that the postage had been prepaid. Th_is method was in line with 
the other definitive and special issues of that period. . ~ . ...., ',~ \ . ' 
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Classic Christmas collectibles Collectors of air lttters w1H have their ow1il s,A- • 5 .8 
festive favourites. For me, some of the more memorable designs were issued 
from 1981 onwards. The 1984 issu.e fea,t&red a Victorian mail coach, loaded 
with passengers and their baggage, a striking example of one of the modes of 
mail transport used over the centuries . .Some classiG. {P.hristmas favourires . " .. 
have also been incorporated into these air letters, such as holly and Christmas 
treesrin 1986 (Fig 4-), the history of Christmas cards in 19~~1\nd Olu·ist~.s. . . -. ~ . 
crackers in 1997 (Fig 5).Angels have also featured qn many occasions (Fig 6), 
One,other change took place in 2b01, when for the first time- two types of 

Christmas air letters appeared: one had the text in both Engiish and \•Velsh ,rnd 
was i.nrencled for sale primarily in Wales; the other had 
text only in English, for sale in the rest of the UK. 
, ln.January 2005 there were still substantial stocks 
remaining of 11he 2004 Chdstmas air letter and lt was 
put on sale again for the following Christmas. The last 
design of Christmas air letter was released in !QP..§ 
(Fig 7). showing Santa.,btt:ingpulled across the snow by 
three reindrer. Sales of air letters had now dropped to 
such a low level that by the end ofDe.aember 2006 the 
Post Office was again left with large"~torks. lt wa::. 
decided to reissue the 2006 air letter each Christmas 

•• 

\ .. • . ,\ 1 

\) . , 
~ 

l 

' 

for the next four years, and they were l111ally ,,·it hdr:Hrn compktely at the end of 
2010. Today no special or cldinitin· air letters feature in the Post Office list of 
itcmsavailahlt- fur:-.all': it shows how the internet has changed our communication 
habits but also 111':ttl~ de-line, ,t ti111e-sp:111 for rollcrtors • 
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this edition) so that a shortlist can be drawn up. The hope is that 
all the major UK anniversaries can be marked in some way, hopefully by 
an actual set of stamps, but otherwise possibly with a miniature sheet or 
commemorative sheet. Seeking advice from a wide range of opinions ensures 
that the annual programme has a broad appeal. 
To reach out to as many as possible, the list of anniversaries is interspersed 

with issues that have a clear thematic attraction. These have an advantage of not 
being time-sensitive, so can be slotted into the programme as required. This 
year, for example, Butterflies and Dinosaurs have fallen into the thematic slots. 

Inevitably there will still be more ideas for appropriate topics than can be 
accommodated in a single year's programme: the final decision as to what 
is issued is made by involving not only the Design Team, but also those 
responsible for product marketing and overall policy. 

-Q 
1 

r-,· .... .: 

Above: a stamp from 
the 2013 Butterflies issue 
illustrated by Richard 
Lewington and designed 
by the marc&anna studio 

A brief is created 
Vhen the list of stamps for a particular year is 

~ finalised, usually at least two years in advance, the ,....., 
Head of Stamp Strategy (currently Philip Parker), 
in consultation with the rest of the Stamps and 
Collectibles Design Team, will create a 'brier for 
each issue. This includes the reason for the stamps, 
identifying the potential market for the issue, any 
aspects that need to be avoided, and the major 
institutions that will need to be consulted and 
perhaps be more closely invoh·ed. 
With the brief prepared, the Design Team then 

discusses the design options that might be feasible 
and, based on expertise gathered over several years, they will suggest design 
agencies or individual artists best suited for each selected approach. If a stamp 
issue is to include a miniature sheet, invariably a diffrrenc approach is used for 
the miniature sheet stamps than for those in the standard sheet. Indeed, the 
t,vo might be the work of different designers. 

Such are the strengths or particular designers that the choice will vary greatly 
from issue to issue. Each special stamp issue is allocated to a member of the 
Design 'Team, who will then follow the project through to fruition. The aim is 
always to commission original work, whether it be photographs or illustration 
and artwork, though this is not al\\'ays feasible. Im·itations will be extended to 
those artists and teams that have been selected for a particular i:-.suc. 

.ft! 

~ 

ca 
~ 

~ . 
.... ~ ,. gr 

---l ... 

Above: Royal Mail's Stamps 
and Colleclfb!es department 
works closely with the SAC on 
the special stamp programme 

Cue the SAC 
< 'The result is a wealth of ideas that are carefully perused, determining which 
: looks the most promising to take forward. Further work is undertaken until it 
is felt that the key ideas can be presented to the Stamp Advisory Committee s J (S:\( :), ,,·hose nwmlwrs arc dr,\\rn from all ,,·,ilks l)f lilt· hut always include 
leading designers, Royal Mail officials and a British Government 
rJ 

j representative. SAC members are chosen by Royal Mail and the Committee 
5 
± meets every two months to decide on the designs of future British stamp 
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British stamps 
at Stampex 
John Holman reveals the displays that caught 
his eye at this year's Autumn Stampex 
THE INVITED DISPLAYS at Autumn Stampex, held from 18 to 2l September, 
were of French stamps and postal history, but as most Bulletin readers are 
collectors of British material, I am limiting my report to British items in the 
Association of British Philatelic Societies (A BPS) Competition. For collectors 
of British stamps and postal history there was much to see, enjoy and learn 
from. Dr John Horsey prm·idecl a fine display on the Queen \'ictoria {5 
stamp to coincide with publication of his book on that subject. His exhibit 
included the most important use of four [,5 stamps, plus four £1 and a l0s 
(totalling £2+ !Os) on a PO docket from the London WC area dated June 
1883. He showed well over 100 of the £5 stamp plus proofs of the proposed 
Edward VII issue, specimen o,·erprints, plate ,·arict ies and rurious :20 l :2 
reproductions in gold and magenta, said to have originated in Lat,·ia. 

Peter Shaw's 'Decimal Castle High Values 1988-89 featured both Harrison 
and Enschede printings with enlarged illustrati0ns ckmonstrating the 
differences. Peter included plate blocks, paper variations, the missing chimney 
pols variety on the [,1.50 Harrison and a nice off-,t't on a £5 Harrison. and 
ended with use of the stamps on registered, parcel post and overseas express mail. 

Brian Sole's Scottish Regional Issues' was well-presented and included, 
in addition to the stamps, a first day cover of the 3d that had been signed 
by the designer Gordon Huntly. a 1962 Scotex sheet with black print' 
reproductions, use with H\VP label, an advertising slogan for the 1967 9d 
and Is t6d stamps, a National Postal Museum card reproducing regional » 

Above: Autumn Stampex at 
the Business Design Centre in 
Islington included fine displays 
in the ASPS Competitions, 
with much to interest 
collectors of UK stamps 
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VOLUME 51 NOVEMBER 2013 STAMPEX 

on a 1930 cover to South Africa. He showed two examples of the rare Herm 
meter mark used very briefly in 1948. Henn issued local stamps from 1949 
to 1969 when an official Guernsey post office opened. 
Robert Galland's study, 'The Franking System and Official Mail from 

Elizabeth I to 1840, was well worth seeing. It had a Treasury warrant for 
letters carried from London to the West Country in 1567, a warrant from 
the Earl of Warwick as Lord High Admiral in 1648, covers with FREE 
handstamps, and printed envelopes sent 'Pursuant to Acts of Parliament'. 
Two excellent exhibits were provided by 

.Michael O'Hara. His 'l'vlovement of Money 
from Bank to Bank by Post' told the story of the 
High Value Packets (HVP) service in England, 
Wales and the Channel Islands from 1930 to 
1973, and in Scotland 1961 to 1975. His display 

~~ 
featured items with HVP labels, many from 
Scotland, and a sheet of 27 of the labels dating 
from 1960. Also shown were bankers' letters 
from the 19th century. His display, 'Three Sets l=".:-_ -= 

:.-.-:..- -- 
High Values in Use at the Same Postal Rates , . 
1969-7, comprised HVP items with matched 
frankings of unwatermarked Castles (1967), 
Machin sd (March 1969), and decimal (June 
1970) high values. Items with HVP labels were 
little-known a few years ago, but interest in them 
has grown and it is amazing just how many seem 
to have survived, probably saved by collectors 
working in bank offices. 
As well as the displays of British material, I 

also looked at the youth exhibits and, as always, 
was impressed by the ingenuity of the young 
collectors. In the Brilliant Britain section, for 

~~ 
~~ 

-- .... ~--- ·- 7 
1 '<s'{- 

E? # ; 
'{B±ea 

competitors aged up to I 2 years, there were entries on royal families, robins. 
Robert Burns, cars and more. Thematic exhibits covered canoes. the 
American Dream, churches, rescue and emergency services, China, 
Elizabeth If, Christmas, Australia and birds. Most of the young collectors 
made good use of appropriate covers, postal stationery, stamp books and 
other items to tell their story and to maximise the visual impact of their 
exhibits. I always enjoy seeing the youth displays, and some are more 
interesting and better prepared than some of the adult entries. 

I visited Stampex on the Wednesday and Friday and it was busy both 
days. There were decent numbers looking at the exhibits. though of course 
for most visitors the dealer and Royal Mail stands are the main attraction, 
This was the exhibition's diamond jubilee, having started as the Coronation 
Year Stamp Exhibition in 1953 and renamed Stampex in 1956.The next 
Stampex will be held from 19 to 22 February, when the exhibits will cover 
all FIP plus rindcrella and picture postcard classes, with invited displays 
from the British Thematic Associ.1tion • 

Above: award-winning 
displays are marked with 
rosettes after the Judging on 
the final day of Stampex. 
Youth exhibits were 
impressive and some keen 
young collectors were 
photographed with the 
Bulletin 50th birthday cake 
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VOLUME 51 NOVEMBER 2013 DOUGLAS MYALL: PRESTIGE STAMP BOOKS 

Rue as long ago as 1885 and named by them 'cheque 
book style'. In March 1969, the idea was looked at 
again. A market survey found that cooking was the 
most popular theme, ahead of gardening, sport and 
art. The new book contained 12 recipes and 
illustrations taken from The Dairy Book of Home 
Cookery published by the Milk Marketing Board. 
The Cooks book was said at the time to be 'an 
experiment aimed at the housewife's handbag } 
and to test the market'. It was sponsored by the ''_ eps-- 
Milk Marketing Board, who paid the production ; mi5sigs]" £5 
costs. The print run of the Stamps for Cooks book f.3- arc'i]}&'j5is Book of 
was to0,60.orcse, tiers i0,#@ooswere 'E. "g",""" 

1 T . ~ 
bound ·with wire staples. his caused production --~---=-=-=::-=-=-,----------- 
problems and so the rest were stitched, a format 
still followed today. ? ~ 
The experimental book proved popular and soon ! n. . P".... . 

sold out. The marketing department was keen to U rl.J 
repeat the idea and looked for other sponsors. rpg ' • ~, ----J 
Wedgwood, Stanley Gibbons, The Royal l\1linr, ,~= ~~~:Iii ~ fn 
Christian Heritage, The Times, British Rail, The '22 : ~ 
P&O Steamship Company and The Financial •~ 
Times all took the opportunity to sponsor a book ... wu· ' 
or two, in the case of Wedgwood. Subsequent ca% =-5% Il 
books were not sponsored but employed themes ..,,-._..., ... ~ .,.. 

1 
· 

chosen by Royal l\ilail. These came to be known as /! .~ 
Prestige Stamp Books. Since there was no income ,,,,..-.----....._... . ~ ... ~-::.~-'-~•• ; 
provided by the sponsor's advertisements, the g)l -d]3"g) 5$° ·. 

~ !, t J,.._ •'-'"'" change meant that the costs of production had to be ,,..._ ·· 
borne by Royal Mail. Nevertheless, they continued to be sold at the face value 
of the stamp content. An attempt was made to charge a premium for the 
Beatrix Potter book of 1993 bu this decision was reversed following protests. 
The policy of selling PSBs at the face value of the stamps continued for many 
years, but this became incrrasingly difficult to justify, especially as the issue of' 
just one book a year had increased to four a year by 2009. Beginning with the 
Morris & Co book of May 2011, a modest premium of 95p has been added to 
the price of each book. This is fully justified, considering the expert 
information and the quality of the images that they contain. Still, an interval 
of six months between PSBs would not go amiss in these strapped times. 
The LI \.\'edg\\·ood book romainrcl what has become probably the most 

famous Machin single, the 1'2p with left phosphor bar. This stamp with full 
perforations is now sought after by collectors, as many of them were trimmed 
during the bookmaking process. :-\11 subsequent stamp panes in this series 
haw margins all round so, while the perforations might sometimes he slightly 
off centre, stamps have never again been found clipped. 
Thr Prestige Stamp Book series has become a sourer of other unusual 

stamps and many attractive se-tenant pairs. These pairs often included » 

Above: the Financial Times 
stamp book of 1988 and the 
Morris & CO Prestige Stamp 
Book of 2011 

91 



C6 

·,(iJpo7 spunor/ pa1pu1111 JD.tarzas 
110[7soJ P7nom sa117vrz aa.n11 a111 fa 7as v :t01.ta 31// 1//!m sr/wv1s r/96 au!u puD r/oi iJJ.ll// 'r/[ 
X!S papp_z,( iJSiJl/L pa.tiJ(lOJS_lp iJ.tam V/S311Q ,(q ,Ci.1r/v.,iio111_q ll! pa111_w/ SJfOOq papuafl-3/l_llfJVlll 
f 7 .liJpuy,G-uou n.tl// '966[ 1q ·a.wfaq a:Juo pa.wmo SVl/ llO!Jl}.tq/1ar/ aSr/!7p papaau_z S"_ll/L * 

• ~6 J1fad uo u,,\oqs S! wnqp.~ S!l{J, ·s1!1:?lJP lllJll!l.l;)cl .1Jtpo 

pm~ Jtmm S,)jooq ;)t{-l BU!A!B pqe1 pJlll!.Id e .IOJ ;)Sn I l(J!l(,,\ 'l.I;)SU! u-e .IOJ clo1 ;)t{l 

ll? cl!.llS pJll?J!PdP -e S! J.IJt{l pue )jOOC( ;)1.aujs e sp1oq lJ)jJOcl J!lSl?{d tp-e3: ·(60LVd 

.1Jqmnu .!Jp.10) .IJA{!S ll! ,S)jOOH dunns ;)B!lS;).IJ l!l?Jt\)" {l?,\O~, PJC(!.!JSU! .IJPU!C! 

lll11Cffl? JA!lJU.llll? ,(.!;)/\ l? s1 ps l!l?Jt\f Jl:?1(0~ 'llO!lJJUOJ .mo,( JSllOl( OJ, "JSl?;:).!Jll! 

,({U!l?l.l;)J lSOLU{l~ IJ!i\\ Jll{l?/\ lJ)j.ll?lll .l!Jl(l Sl? lllJllllSJ:\ll! JJ!l(:\\l(U01\\ l? ::>C( pp10,\\ 

S!l(J.. ·oo~J puno.11:? .IOJ PJll!l?lC(O ;:)C( Ul?J ;:)ll?p Ol S)jOOq ;)B!lSJ.td/pJ.IOSUOds JO l;)S 

:nJ1clmoJ V "lXJl JA!ll?lll.lOJll! ,(.tJ:\ ;)ljl pl?;).1-J.I Ol d)j!J I SB lJl?lll! l(Jl?J JO JUO dJJ)j 

01 J)j!J I '.1JAJ1\\0H ·1uJ1uo:, dm1:?1s Jnb!un .l!Jl(l JOJ cln U::>)fo.tq lJB s:-iooq ,(ul?Jt\f 

·s1tm,,-\ UA\O .mo,( BU!ll!Blqo ~uopq .auo1 001 l! JABJI 01 1ou lllJptucl JC( 

p1no,,,\ l I ·s.tJtpo ,(q Js-etp.mcl .tOJ Bll!ll!l?lllJ.1 S)jOOC[JO .tJqmnu Jl(l uo 1:,edm! II!•'\ 

S!lJl pue ;)tmcl S!l(l ,(q PJP!Ao.1d S.l!Bd ll!B!J 111~ lJB 01 S)jOOC( moJ pJJu II!•'\ s.t!l?d 
lUBUJl-JS JO s.101:>JIJO:) ·puemJp pJlJJdxJ ;)t{l lJJlll 01 lJBnouJ ;.:>q p1noqs JJJt(l 

1nq ()JJ)!AO.td .1J.auo1 ou J.rn pJ.tJA!(JP S)jOOC( poo.a .IOJ sJ.111.ay ::>t(..L ·uo!lJJ1IO::> 

.l!Jl{l Ol lllJl(l pp-e Ol l(S!A\ JI!,\\ S.l01JJUOJ Alll?lll 1nq *lU;)lJJAJ)l?ll! Sl?,\\ S!l(l 

1-etp .1Jtp1:?.a I ·wonoq ;)t(l rn uO!l!Socl Jl?UO!l!J)Rll Jt{l u! mnp .1Jtpe.1 d01 Jl(l 1-e 

SJScl!JP Jljl lJl!1\•\ PJll?.IOJ.IJcl J.m ,(Jljl ',(jpJ1::>:xlxJun ",?J)Jtpsu3: .(q 1(qde.1E0tp!{ 

ll! p;)lU!.td u;iJq JAl?l( 01 (f; I VJ1\I/'1IdJ,\I) sJpo:, .( l!.111:>Js lfl!''\ sclm-e1s ,<1uo Jl(l 

J.tl? 'do~ pue cl~ 'sclunns Jnp~A o,,q JlLl ·sJ.mlBJJ Jnb!un Jwos .au!.\l!l(JO JlllJt(l 

1Buop!pe.11 JlP sJnu!1uo:, ',<,\BN 1u1:?tp.1JJ,\I Jlp .au!.11111:?JJ 'asd 1sJrn1 Jl(J.. 

·sJ,\!SJl(pl?-J(JS .~u!JC( u-etp .tJl(ll?.t mn.a Vt\d .au!.\l'.l( ll! 

s1.mcl.1J1uno:, lJJl(S .l!Jl(l lllO.IJ .lJJJ!P S)jOOij clm-e1s JB! lS;:).ld \, 

ll! sclum1s :,nss! ("l!!JJcls Jl{l 'uJlJQ ·sdmu1s J.\!l!ll!JJP 01 ~ 

p::iuyuoJ lOU S! 1\l{JAON "SUO!l!SOd JJ.ll{l 111~ ll! .req Jl{l lJl!·'\ . 

Jl1{l?,\ Jllll?S ::lljl PJll!l?lUOJ S)jOOC( .m,os 'pJJJ)l'l "J.llllJJ Jl{l 

ll! J::>l?[cl (l?l1S11 Sl! lB lll?l{l .IJl{ll?.l ;_)J)!S JUO 01 PJJl?(d Bll!JCI 

clm-e1s sSl?[J-puoJJS ,H[l uo ·"'-9 .mqdsoqcl ,)[Bll!S ,H[l 01 

PJ( S!l!J~ "SJ)l?.l SSP.(J-pUOJJS [)lll! -lS.l~J Jl(l l[lOq .IOJ sclnrn1s 
- - - - . - . - -· -- . .. ·- - -I 

ii 
: ~- : ~~ . u .~ ) .~ m 
. . . . 

Fg e F] Lu TT Ell "I l rl.' ~'> " , "• • • ►• •• I f '- <\ • ,, • O >, • I , • 

[]~~·· ·u·: ,, .... ' .. 
. ' . .. . ... . ... . .. 

[\:'.Al.I\ m:: c;1 11.1J ~T.x.: .. .i.-.o lL-C.0 c.:>•~d .. !:::"~ ...t.,) 
1---cpu:Kkp .l.t:.moJ e:;i ""''<'·' n>.\\l l"'.".\ puruas 31;1 t"-''"'+' c.t• t.pn:J P-tr..t1Xl JO QUI() U\ cd:1.{'; t:.n~~pt.JUJ ~q-.~n:::.'\ d~1 \.)J.~.l 

01 01qt! ti!.'.\ U...'1''.J U1 \.f)T\i-',\ .).)U.Jtl!Jt:1 l\.'\.10:{, 1..1~~., Ai":.\".t. l' rt::"J 
,,1 !""'l;mJ 11 LJl 1 10 uo-un 1..i wv ol(l &i 1-x,:·.lll, .r.:::ua ~"-• 
paog zengnt 47agg pv4 4tier;; ad es bz;a 

c t:-e f~~I fa.r.~1e~J t:1 t:..-d t • .n .,, I\' f'-Ji:r:"h• ,.--. ..:i,'-1 ~ ., 

ptr:i'=l cn bu1.W l~.'.\ pull tf,lVU .Jttl ~u \J ,,-._{-. , . ..J i'"Ll'.';'l ;:;i ..:.. 
1 s;add q7 uuI) ] 443".$4 }a 40mn 3gay3 

AP} AN P } NT4\} 
OL{l &:n~r,J .,,·m ,=,.-uu.1~1." ;~':,);.•f'•.:. .. 1,~.u l".!..."'ti~•" ~ .:- r.:-., 
"\;.i,_IT} U1 ~t~ l?,l!!":'= .Ji.11 ,"q (1• \_,l,."\ Ji.) J(,tt•,il",\ l."";~-:-: .. t\ f .;- \I,. ,,: 

on.~ p.):!!.'.O ,N~\ w .:.:.t•"\'; -~=-.:ti \t,.;t;J "•::t-\: C'..ll!' r,..~•. • I 

~.\ 11 ~U\..~J:.)f\.~li.'\.'°' 0':"!JU..'\.:.....i.."' i~ J....:; it.'l-1. ,j .... .1".t&.p ,._,"L\\ 
At'\ ... :1. l.-·l(l - :.:p::q .34.~ ·N dl,,1 flt..""• ?t"f 1 4i.:.tj ~"':"...1,s c.:.::::--~· 

6.. ....... rnt.J t...t~'i'-'Jl\.l :.::i_J ~h'l ~ .. ,i,. .. ,\,~.~~ r u.:i; flL-=-: 
ta » tr a2 04 pu uoqu p> 44.A e774 1}9T74po 

~\UP .l.:1.J .~, \J J:)Q.\q,111'4,' ~-~""'i..1 I l:',\ , : ..¢l i f\\"'>' : f I '..-l l: 

] iai}yawns w 

!S9JO AIIBN 
jUBljOJav,.J a41 6U!MOljS 1aqe1 

jenuao e pue suoneuoj:ad 
pensnun u suruoey 

1u6ia uisuduuoo saued uno] 
10 ~ aued 41!M ')1008 dwe1s 

a6nsaJd A/\BN IUBl.j:)J91,/\j 
panss, Anuaoai a1.n :a110Q'\:I' 

NI1Jlln8 ~1131';11IHd HS!l!t:J8 



VOLUME 51 NOVEMBER 2013 THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 

This month in history John Holman recalls the 
issue of Royal Mail's first Royal wedding stamps 
Forty years ago this month Royal Mail issued its first ever Royal wedding stamps, 
to commemorate the marriage of HRH Princess Anne to Captain Mark Phillips. 
The issue comprised two stamps, in a common design of a photograph showing 
the engaged couple. The date of the wedding, 14 November 1973, was at bottom 
left and the Queen's silhouette embossed in silver at top right, with the value at 
bottom right. The stamps covered the basic UK first-class rate 
(3ap) and parcel rate (20p), and were printed in dull 
violet and deep brown respectively. 

The stamps were designed by Collis Clements and 
Edward Hughes using a photograph by Lord Lichfield. 
Preliminary sketches and designs by Clements and 
Hughes were shown in the December 1973 Bulletin, 
together with seven unadopted designs by Peter 
Branfield, Jeffery Matthews and Martin Stringer. An 
article about the Royal couple appeared in Bulletin the 
previous month to coincide with their wedding. 

The stamps were printed in photogravure by Harrisons in sheets of 120, the first 
special stamps produced by its famous Jumelle press. The 3½p is known imperf 
and with the all-over phosphor omitted, and ten examples of the 20p exist with 
silver (Queen's head) omitted. One constant variety is of sufficient significance for 
inclusion in the Stanley Gibbons GB Specialised catalogue - a retouch under the 
Princess's left eye on stamp four of row two of the no-dot pane. 

Three first day of issue postmarks were: Philatelic Bureau, Westminster Abbey, 
London SW1, and Windsor, Berks. In addition, a special handstamp was used at 
Great Somerford, the Wiltshire home of Mark Phillips, and covers also exist with the 
Great Somerford circular datestamp. Most sought-after are covers with 
Buckingham Palace and Windsor Castle datestamps. A PHO stamp card was 
produced of the 3½p value. This is now quite highly priced with first day postmark. 

The stamps remained on sale for one year, though the presentation pack sold 
out in August 1974. Quantities sold were: 3p, 54,034,900; 20p, 7,723,600; and 
pack, 130,390. These stamps were the first depiction of Princess Anne on a 
British stamp, though she had earlier been shown on savings stamps. She also 
features, as a child and teenager, on three stamps in the miniature sheet marking 
the Diamond Wedding of The Queen and Prince Philip in 2007. 

The two 1973 wedding stamps were reproduced on a souvenir card for an 
exhibition at Olympia in London on 30 November and 1 December 1973: they 
were printed in black in halftone. Royal wedding stamps were issued by Guernsey, 
Jersey and Isle of Man and many Commonwealth countries. There were also local 
stamps (local carriage labels) from some British offshore islands. 

Royal wedding stamps have subsequently been issued for the marriages of 
Prince Charles and Lady Diana Spencer (1981); Prince Andrew and Sarah Ferguson 
(1986); Prince Edward and Sophie Rhys-Jones (1999); Prince Charles and Camilla 
Parker Bowles (2005); and Prince William and Catherine Middleton (2011) e 

Above: First Day Cover 
with the first Royal wedding 
stamps and the special 
postmark of Westminster 
Abbey. London SW 1 

Above: the wedding ct 
Princess Anne and Captan 
Mark Phillips was celebrated 
in stamps trom the isle of 
Man and Guernsey. as we} 
as Jersey and many 
Commonwealth countries 
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The philatelist's stocking, • 
EE Is±; .rye' ( y' Yy' ·r_Fr, 9 ftki?" gk#go;; James coyer as crsmas wrapped watts+ ii] 

seasonal selection of gifts for stamp collectors stle [kl 
COLLECTOR x latest business and technical including tassels, and is made i$~~~ ~ II 
ESSENTIALS innovations in the postal of easy-wash 100 per cent e ~6t~~~ ff R S 
Prestigious present Keep service. Price: £3, www. acrylic. Price: £45, www. (1~~"'~~- I 
your Prestige Stamp Books in postalheritage.org.uk. royalmail.com/doctorwho. ~-,,,.f'''t · m ~ . 

i jct> mint condition with Royal Mail's The perfect cover For the " '& 
Ti special album (a), holding up to YOU WILL ALSO LOVE... floor of your stamp cave, this •;-:'-~ 

20 PSBs. Price: £15.99. Penny wise Want to know handmade woollen rug (i) 
Fantastic philatelic year more about the world's most features the Penny Red. and 
The Royal Mail 2013 Year pack famous stamp? Douglas Muir's is from a stamp-themed rug 
is packed with the year's scholarly book, Postal Reform collection. Price: £765. 
philatelic delights (b) - you get & the Penny Black: A New www.giftedpenguin.co.uk. 
all the special stamps issued Appreciation (d). is your ideal 
during the year, background guide. Reduced price: £4.99, 
details and reproductions of www.postalheritage.org.uk. 
the associated alternative Designed by a Gentleman¢: 
postmarks. Price: £85. David Gentleman Design (e) is 

an exquisitely crafted book 
paying tribute to the great 
stamp designer. Price: £12.50, 
www.postalheritage.org.uk. 
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BRILLIANT READS 
Your ultimate goal Leading 
football photographer Stuart 
Roy Clarke gathers together his 
iconic images and memories of 
the beautiful game in one.~r-· 
stunning book. The Cradle of 
the Game (c) is the perfect 
companion to the Football 
Heroes issue. Price: 1::35. 
First-class history Chris 
West's First Class - A History 
of Britain in 36 Postage 
Stamps (d) tells our nation's 
story via a fascinating parade 
of classic issues. Pnce: £11.99. 
The four items above and 
many more great gift ideas are 
all available from www. 
royalmal.com and Tallents 
House (address on page 67). 
Go Green Get the 1ns1de track 
on postal history with the 
Green Papers. These 
fJsc1nat1ng booklets feature 
collections of lectures given in 
tne 1930s by 1110 GPO on the 

PERFECTLY AT HOME 
Cool for cooks Every dinner 
party will be a first-class affair 
when you cook in this apron :¢: 
(f) featuring a line-up of 
telegram messengers from 
1933. Price: £9.95, www. 
postalheritage.org.uk. 
Big night in Settle back and 
revel in the classic 1936 
documentary Night Ma,! with 
this DVD (g). It tells the story of 
the Travelling Post Office from 
London to Glasgow and 
includes the famous Ben1am1n 
Britten score and lyrics by W H 
Auden. Pnco: £11.99. www. 
postalher Itage org.u" 
Long story scarf The otr1c1aI 
repIIc.:i of tM splencrd scurf (h) 
worn by Tom Baker's Doctor 
Who makes a witty, original 
91ft It mensures 13 feet. 

THE ART OF STAMPS 

d 

Wall space We are talking 
outer space with a special offer 
of two framed pictures - one 
showing all 11 Doctors and the 
other featuring their greatest 
enemies, including the Daleks 
and the Cybermen. Price: 
£6O, www.royalmail.com/ 
doctorwho. 
Costume drama From the 
V & A comes a quaint print 
with a 19th century design 
using a one-penny stamp as a 
theme for a theatrical costume 
=proving how long philately 
has been at the hub of 
popular culture! Price: from 
15 for a frameless print to 
£150 for a frilmed cam•.:is, 
www.vandashop com, 
Season of good will Make 
a gift donation to the BPMA 
to help fund the preservation 
of original stamp 
artwork .:ind In ,ewrn 
you receive a Victorian 
Innovation 
Commemorative Cover. 
Suggested donation 
(on!,ne): 1:25, www. 
postol her,tage.org.uk 
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