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Notes on 
the 

the Postal Marl<lngs 
French Revolution 

By CABBOLL CHASE. 

of 

I N this article I make no claims of originality or of special research. What 
I. have written is bri~f and makes no. pretense at completeness, as a full 
history of these markmgs would r eqmre a small book. As far as I know 

nothing on this subject has appeared in America n philatelic literature. If I am 
wrong in this r egard I would appreciate the reference. 

Here let me state frankly that I am indebted for much of what I here write 
to a very remarkable book, the ''Catalogue des E stampilles et Obliterations 
Postales de l<'ra nce et des Colonies Francaises." This book of some 634 pages 
appeared in 1929. It is still on sale by Yvert et Cie, 37 rue des J acobins, 
Amiens, (Somme ) , France, at 40 francs, plus 4.80 francs foreign postage. 'fhere 
are no illustrations of stamps on account of the trouble with the United States 
customs. To anyone interested in French postmarks it is invaluable. It is of 
course in French, but it is so thoroughly illust rated that li ttle or no knowledge 
of this language is necessary for its use. It might well serve as a model for a 
similar work on United States postal markings. 

French postal marking go back a long ·way before the French revolution. 
Certain handstamped postmarks were used at the beginning of the 17th century 
- soon after 1600 ! At the outbreak of the r evolution in 1789- the Bastille fell 
July 18th of that year- postal markings had long been fairly well standardized, 
and it is not remarkable that this terriffic uprising soon showed itself in postal 
history. 'fhe legislative body called the Convention, which first met on Sept. 
20th, 1792, firmly established th e r evolution. It lost no time regarding the 
changing of existing royalist names as on the 9th of October of that year a de­
cr ee stated-I give a translation-'' 'Ihe commune of Bar-le-Due will carry the 
name in the future of Bar-sur-Ornin. '' Some names had undoubtedly been 
changed earlier but postmarks showing them are not known . 

For convenience I shall consider t hf' r evolutionary markings under three 
headings:-

(1 ) 'fown postmarks showing the r evolutionary names. 

(2 ) Th e markings (almost always receiYing postmarks ) showing use of the 
revolutionary calendar. 

(3) Other revolutionary markings such as army postmarks, frames, etc. 
(213) 
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Th e town postmark in common use in 1789 was a straight line marking 
showing the name of th e town only without any date or indication, except r ar ely, 
of th e provence. France at that time was make up of provences, not yet having 
beE'n divided into the present-day departments. If the postmark made no men­
tion of the postage having been paid in advan ce, the let ter was consider ed as 
having been sent postage collect . A tiny per centage only of all letters wer e 
sent postpaid, as, in those days, it was considered hardly polite to thus intimate 
that th e addressee could not or would not wish to pay the postal charge ! 'rhe 
few letters thus sent wer e always marked with the initials P . P . (port paye­
postage paid ) either as part of th e town postmark or applied separately. 

,January 15th, 1790 the French provences were abolished and France was 
divided into 83 departments, each of which had a number fo llowing what was 
at thE>ir time their alph abetical order . These numbers were quickly added to 
the usual straight lin e postmarks, usually above the name of the town , thongh 
rarely after , before or under it. As was stated above, beginning in 1792 many 
town names having more or less royal signification wer e alter ed . Altogeth er 
several hundred changes wer e made, certain towns even altering their name 
more than once. A list of some 250 of these towns is found on pages 343 to 346 
of th e catalogue above mentioned ; the list furth er indicat ing the seventy odd 
towns that have so far been fo und as having used th e new name in a postmark. 
'rhis list is far from complete as it gives, for example, 3, 4 & 13 towns respec­
tively for the departments of tb e Seine, Seine et Marne and Seine et Oise, while 
a pamphlet , which I have before me, dealing wit h th e changed names of these 
departments gives 28, 47 and 59 r espectively for th e three in question. It 
should be emphasized however that a large proport ion of these towns had no 
postoffi ce at this period. Many of th e changes were also made to get r id of 
names having a religious bearing, especially those having t he name of sain ts. 
To show how common th ese saintly names are I might add th at to-day there 
are no less than 177 offices in France having the name ''St. Martin. '' Almost 
all however has a qualification added, such as '' St. Martin-aux-Bois. '' 

Certain of the new names are most odd, some frankly amusing and many 
badly chosen. At least one colonial city had its name changed- Port-au-Prince 
becoming Port-R epublicain . I shall not try to give th e complete list, but con­
t en t myself by m entioning a few . Th e first column gives the old name, the 
second th e revolutionary name, t he third th e department in which it is fo un d, 
and th e fourth column a few notes. All of these towns had postoffi ces. 

p.p 
89 . 

fERNEY·VOLl'ATRE 

60 
BOURG-EOA L 1 Te 

DISTRICT DES THERMOPYLES 

99 
F El\"N EY·VOLTAlRE 

F ig u re 1. 

R ,e , ·o lu t io u :11·y 'l~o"·u P ost n1:trks. 



COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 215 
Old Name 

Fernay 
Cha teau-Thi erry 

Montdauphin 
Mussy-l1Eveg ue 

St. Arnaud 
Arnay-le-Duc 

Baume-les-Dames 

St. Malo 
St. Marcellin 

St. Lo 

Bar-le-Due 
St. Sa ulges 

Bourg-la-Re in e 
Mont-Louis 

Lyon 

Dunkerque 
St. Germain-en-Laye 

Fon tenay-le-Com t e 

Pont-St. Esprit 
Marquise 
Le Montet-a ux-Moin es 
Brienon-L' Archeveq u e 

Nogent-le-Roi 

List 

R e volutionary 
Name D e partn1ent 

F ern ay-Voltaire Lema n 
Egalite-sur- Aisn e 

Marne 
Mont Lion H a utes-A lpes 
Mussy-sur- Aube 

Seine 
Libre-Val Che r 
Arnay-sur- Cote-d 'Or 

Arroux 
Ba um e-les- Doubs 

Citoyennes 

Port Ma lo 
Distri ct-des­

Thermopyles 
Roch e r de la 

Libe rte 
Bar-sur-Orna in 
Marat-les­

Forets 

Ille et Vilaine 
!se r e 

Ma n che 

Meuse 
Nievre 

Remarks 

In honor of Voltaire 
No more cha teaux 

No more dauphins 
No more bishops 

No more saints 
No more duk es 

A town noted for its convent 
whe r e most of the nuns 
were nobl e 

In honor of Marat 

Bourg-Egalite 
Mont de la 

Libe rte 

Seine No more qu eens 

Vill e Affranchie 

Dune-Libre 
La Montagne­

du-Bon-Air 
Fon tenay-le-

P e u pl e 
Pont-sur-Rhone 
Beaupre 
Le Montet 
Brienon-su r-

Ar mancon 
Nogent­

Roulebois 

Pyrenees-Orient No more Louis 

Rhon e 

Nord 
Seine e t Oise 

Vendee 

Gard 
Pas-de-Calais 
Allier 
Yonne 

Eure-et-Lair 

One of the few large cities 
to change its name 

No more churches 

No more counts 

No more Holy Ghosts 
No more marchionesses 
No more monks 
No more archibishops 

No more kings 

F igure 1 gives a few of th ese surcharges. 'l'hose without the number of the 
department such as District-des-'l'hermopyles are extremely rare, and the port 
payes are also in the rarity class. One queer mistake is found in the list in th e 
catalogue. Someone with a none too laudable sense of humor found a cover of 
the period from the town of Troarn (Calv ad os) with a poorly struck postmark. 
He neatly painted it in to r ead Boissonsoif (Drink Without 'l'hirst !) . Knowing 
that certain queer names existed the cataloguers accepted it as good and put it 
in th eir list; but it of course never existed and should be deleted. 

Th ese new names, or most of them, were kept in use until Napoleon was 
banished to Elba in April 1814, reappeared during the "hundred days "-Mar ch­
June 1815, and again disappeared, except for a very few, some of which still 
exist. Seine-Port (Seine et Marne) changed from Saint Port is an example. 
It goes without saying that these r evolutionary names in postmarks ar e keenly 
collected in France, and that many of them have a decided value. 

W e now come to· t he second group of r evolut ionary markings. No sooner 
had th e new government established itself than it changed the calendar! But 
they went much further than our fri ends the Quakers. The year was divided 
into twelve month s, each of thirty days, which left , at the end of the year, five 
(a nd in leap-year , 6 ) "complim entary" days. The year 1 beg·an on Sept. 22, 
1792, and this odd system lasted until December 1805-a bit over 13 year s! 
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The twelve months had the following beautiful and descriptive names. I have 
tried, I do not know how happily, to translate them: 

VEND EM IA IRE 

P:1r is Rece h ·iu g Postn i:trk Shon· i n~· t h e 1U o n t h 
of t h e n e , ·o lutio n :1ry Cn len tl a r. 

Vendemiaire 
Brumaire 
Frimaire 
Nivose 
Pluviose 
Ventose 
Germinal 
Florea! 
Prairial 
Messidor 
Thermidor 
Fructidor 

The month of the win e- gra pes . 
The misty month. 
The chilly month. 
The month of snows. 
The rainy month. 
The month of the winds. 
The month of n ew life- Spring. 
The month of flow ers. 
The month of green fi e lds. 
The harvest month . 
The month of h eat. 
The month of th e fruits. 

Se pt. 2 2-0c t. 21 
Oc t. 22-Nov. 20 
Nov. 21-Dec . 20 
Dec . 21-Ja n. 19 
J a n . 20-Feb . 1 8 
F e b. 19-March 20 
Ma r ch 21-Apr. 19 
Apr. 20-May 19 
May 20-June 1 8 
June 19-July 18 
July 19-Aug. 17 
Aug. 18-Se pt. 16 

The five " complimentary " days were Sept. 17 to 21 in clusive. 'l'h e dates 
in the third column vary a little with the year. It is almost r egrettable that 
these names could not have lived , even though , while they wer e very descriptive 
of th e climate of France, th ey might not be so expressive for certain oth er 
count ries. 

GERM, XX 
PRAL XVI 

Usc«l in 'I"arascon 
Ge1·111 innl 20th 

P rair in l l6tl1 

3 Thc'f 

Used in N itnes 
iCr tl 'rh er1nid or 

~O PRAlRIAL 
Used i n t h e Dea1l Letter 

OfHce i n Pari s 

THERM I DOR 
MES SIDOR 
Usetl in Bel fort & r1•:11·:1scon 

J1'igure 3. 

U sed in Nan tes 
5th Br1uu :.1ire 
18th Ven tose 

Used h t 'l1u ri11, Ital y 
D uri n g t h e Occo(t.at:ion 

V a riou s Rece ivi n g Post1narks Sho' ''ing Use of the Revol u t ·ionary Cal endar .. 
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As has already been stated the sending postmarks of the period show no 
date, but beginning about 1781 certain towns- notably Paris- struck the date 
(day of the month only in a circle) on the date of arriving letters. This was 
before the adoption of the revolutionary calendar. As early as 1794, however, 
Paris began the use of a straight line receiving postmark which showed the 
name of the month only in revolutionary style. See Figiire 2. A few other cities 
copied the idea sometimes adding the day date. Figwre 3 gives some examples. 

l i"i:.;·u1·e 4 . 

Paris R ecei,'i n g Pos t1n a rk . :JOth 'rhe rtnidor. Year 1 2 . 

In SPptember 1802 (Vendemiaire, year XI ) began the use of a circular post· 
mark in red shown in Figiire 4. This showed the year, month and day, always 
applied to the back of letters as a receiving postmark. Its use continued for a 
little over three years. This type of postmark exists with "J our Complre" re­
placing the month. 'l'hese latter postmarks with 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 (indicating the 
extra day) are rare, but 6, which exists only for the year XI, is a tremendous 
rarity. Another rather similar type from Paris, but used only in the main post­
office sorting division is shown in Figiwe 5, with its corresponding "extra day" 
postmark. Here again the 6th day exists only for the year XI. A very few 
other markings of this general type are known. 

UH h D ru111 :1i re, Yenr 14. 

F'i g ure 5. 

5th C o1n1•l e ru e n t .ary or 
Extr a D:ty. Yea r 13. 

Receh riug· P ost rnarks- So rtin,J:,· Di v i s io n :1t Paris. 

As for the miscellaneous types, I give certain typical examples, referring 
ihe reader to the Catalogue des Estampilles for further details. 

+ 
P.P. 

Jus t Befor e th e H.evolut io n. 
F ig·ure (;. 

Q 
P. P. 
l l e \ ·olutiouary. 

"PorT Pn ye" 1'-larkit1 g;~ o f P a ris. 
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J u s t Befor e t h e n.e, ,o ln t io n . 17!17. 

F igure 7. 

Pof<ihn a rks f o r Per iod ic n ls . 

T n 1788 a new type of Por t Paye mark came in to use at Par is. It is shown 
at th e lef t in Figu.re 6. This being en tirely too royal it was replaced in 1793 
by the type shown at the r ight in Figiire 6, t he "bonnet Pbrygien " or liberty 
cap r eplacing t he fl eur-de-lys. Another typical example is fo und in t he post­
marks applied to periodicals. See Figure 7. 'rhe postmark at th e left came 
into use in 1779. In 1793 t he crown and fi eur-de-lys were r emoved, and in 
1797 when a new bandstamp became necessary the liberty cap was added, other­
wise copying t he p r evious type. 

ARMEEDE ROME. 
10°~ 

171JI) 

1 s t D i. vi s ion 

, 

ARMEE D'ITALIE . . 
1z~e DIV':" 

1800 

1st Div ision 

PORT PAYE 
ARM. SA"MBRE ET MEUSE 

HOLLA NDE 
TROUPES F~sas 

17D8 

F r e n c lt Trou 11es (o ld s 11elli 11 ~· of 
Frnnc :1ises- l i'rnncoise s). 

171)7 

, 
, ARMEE 

REVOLUTIONAIRE 
DU MIDI 

Fig ure 8 . 

ll.t• v olutio n ;1r y Ar1u y Poshu urks. 
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Among the most interesting and keenly collected markings are tLose of the 
French armies. It is possible by a collection of these to trace quite accurately 
the many wars in which France was engaged from 1672 on. Before 1704 these 
markings are in manuscript, but from that date they are handstamped. From 
1792 until Napoleon was banished to Elba and again during the ''hundred 
days" a very large number of these postmarks were used, no less than 33 pages 
of the catalog being required to list them. I give, in Figure 8, a few typical 
examples. Most of them are rare, but certain of the comparatively common ones 
still sell at very modest prices, and what souvenirs they are of this thrilling 
epoch! 

Figure t). 

Re·vo lutiouury Fra nks. 

D
B o nnet 

P h rygle n 
or L iberty Ca i•· 

There is still one more category-what the French call marques de franchise 
and what we call franks. These are known as early as 1692 in manuscript, and 
from 1744 as handstamps. During the revolution a large number of such 
franks, certainly over a hundred different, are known to have been used. They 
are all handstamped- not printed or written. Jn Figure 9 1 give a few exam­
ples. Even the liberty cap served as a frank! 'l'he catalog gives a good list. 

'fhis brief resume of the revolutionary postmarks of France gives, I hope, 
some idea of what they are like and what may be found. It is no wonder that 
Frel!ch collectors in particular, a.re so keen in their regard. Any specialized 
French collection might well include a few such covers, with appropriate notes 
as to their meaning and historical interest. 
Guatemala, Provisional 1898: UN 
CENTAVO 

1 898 

On 12 Centavos Black/ Carmine, Exhibition Stamp of 1897. 
By J. G. FREIBURGHAUS. 

G UATEMALA is still one of the few countries in wh. ich a serious collector 
may labor on almost virgin ground (in a philatelic sense) and attain 
the warm-hearted approval of the collectors of this country, which are 

rapidly increasing in number. 
This encourages me to submit the following article dealing with the above 

provi:;;ional stamp of Guatemala, Stanley Gibbons No. 76 and Scott's No. 73. 
This surcharged stamp belongs to the set recess printed by the American Bank 
Note Co. of New York for the Central American Exhibition held in 1897 in 
Guatemala City. Very little is known about this provisional stamp. Only the 
Kohl Handbuch cites an article, published in 1898, by a collector named Eich­
lam, living at that time in Guatemala. This author made some inaccurate 
statements, which I caused to be corrected in the supplement to the Kohl Hand­
buch. 
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The surcharge was printed locally in December 1897, although bearing the 
year 1898, in violet ink in a form of 50 stamps in 5 vertical rows of 10 stamps 
each, placed twice on the undivided sheet of 100 stamps, side by side, first on 
the left half, and then on the right half. This is contrary to what Eichlam 
stated, namely that the impression contained 5 hm·izontal rows of 10 stamps 
each, being placed horizontally on the mint sheet of 100 stamps, one printing 
below the other, leaving an irregular space between the two horizontal rows 5/ 6 
of the sheet. This I have been able to disprove, ovvning an entire rnint sheet 
of this surcharged value. The printing figures on this sheet vertically twice, 
tht> irregular space appearing between the two v ertical rows 5/ 6 as the sur­
charge was placed sideways from left to right on the sheet. For this purpose 
apparently the margins on left and top were taken off, whereas lower and right­
side margins were left. I believe it is due to the fact that the stamp has a large 
oblong shape, that this unusual form of impression was chosen. 

'l'he imprint is clear and firm on the left half of the sheet, less so on the 
right half, the left being first to come under the press and the ink being fugitive. 
The distance between the surcharge measures vertically 14 m.m. and horizontally 
18 m.m. and is very regular. The letters show mostly clear and even, but are 
sometimes mutilated, the lower curve of the 8 and 9 being missing or very faint 
owing to the dark color of the stamp itself. In my mint sheet and among the 
loose copies mint and used, 1 could find only two flaws worthy of notice. These 
are located on stamp 1 first vertical row, in which the letter V shows a clean 
break in the top third of the right upstroke and on stamp 5 also first vertical 
row, where the left upstroke of the letter V is mutilated. 'l'h ese two flaws show 
necessarily also on stamps 1 and 5 in the 6th vertical row as proved by my mint 
sheet. I could trace these two flaws among my loose copies and we can there­
fore assume that they are constant through the entire impression of 200,000 
stamps, of which 80,000 were sold over the Post Office counters, the remainder 
being purchased by a dealer in Hamburg, from whom, by the way, I had my 
sheet some years ago. 

The stamp is rather common in mint state, less so obliterated, and quite 
scarce on cover. I have only a pair on cover and some copies cancelled with 
cork killers. Others exist with dated cancellation, but I am of the opinion, that 
those were made to order. I do not think that there are any fakes of this sur­
charge, as the fakers would have had to pay 12 centavos to obtain a value of 
one centavo only. 'l'his applies to the inverted sur charge also, which is very 
scarce and most likely exists only in mint state. Stanley Gibbons catalogs the 
stamp of 1897 at 3d and the surcharged one at 6d, Scott quotes 36c and lOc 
respectively. I have examined many of the surcharge B, large fig·ures "1," 
measuring· 7Y2 m.m., place_d on left and right of the word "centavo." To my 
surprise I found that the forg·ers had made their work easy, for only the two 
numerals '' 1'' are faked, not the sur charge itself. This latter was genuine on 
every specimen I have examined, only the 2 numerals being added, upright or 
inverted, in violet, red or black. 'l'his additional surcharge made the stamp 
more interesting and it was listed in all the leading catalogs at a good price. 
The status of this surcharge B has always been dubious, as also of its fellow, 
1 centavo on 2 centavos of the same set of 1897. This latter is a pure fake and 
has been taken out of the 1936 edition of the catalog of Stanley Gibbons. On 
close examination of the surcharge one finds, in most cases, that the numerals 
"l" are placed over the cancellation, which g·ives it away at once. 

To sum up, Scott's No. 73 with both normal and inverted surcharge, is the 
only genuine surcharg·e issued in December 1897. The additional figures "l" 
listed as No. 74 are all faked on genuine surcharged stamps of No. 73. 
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The United States 
of the 20th 

Postage Stamps 
Century 

By MAX G . • JoHL. 

(Co ntin u e d f r o m page 178.) 

T HE practice of presenting sh eets of impcrforate stamps of each new issue 
to President Franklin D. Rooflevelt and ot her officials, continued to be 
th e subj ect of r esolutions of protest passed by numerous Stamp Clubs 

in spite of th e fact tha t th e administration seemed to have paid scant attention 
to earlier pleas. 

Th e growing r esentment on the part of collectors against a practice which 
t lwy beli eved was an unfa ir discrimination ag·ainst all but th e favored few, soon 
came to the a ttention of \\T estbrook P egler , who wrote a daily column on events 
of current interest for th e United .F'eature Syndicate. 

Under da te of J anuary 17th, he wrote an article about th e complaints of 
coll ectors which appeared in numerous papers throughout the count ry. Under 
P egler 's heading of " Fair Enough " th e ·w orld. T elegrarn, New York, ran thr 
fo llowing : 

"UNPERFOUA'.L'ED STAMP SHEE'.L' TURNS UP I N MARI\:ET A'r OUTLANDISH 
PRICE, EMBARRASSI NG MR. FARI.Jl<>Y. 

Washing ton , D. C., Jan . 17 .- Your correspondent is unhappy to have to r eport 
tha t Mr. James A . Farle y , the old prize fii g ht commissione r. has got his tai l caught in 
a cr ack again . That is to s a y, what's le ft of Mr. F a rley 's tail is caug ht. Althou g h 
th er e isn't much le ft of it, to be sure , conside ring the w ear and tear which it suffer ed 
during his lon g te rm as the ch a irman of th e Ne w York Pri zefiight Commiss ion. In 
those d a ys som e one wa s a lwa ys s lammin g a door on Mr. Farley's ta il, a nd it is now 
worn down to a short, fuzzy stump- just enough to get ca ught. 

Mr. F a rley 's current e mb a rra ssm ent h a s to do with a lot of stamps which h e 
took out of s toc k a t the Post Office De pa rtm ent, wh e r e h e is th e h ead man of the· 
N ew Deal a dmini s tra tion. 

It a ppear s th a t whe n Mr. F a rley beca m e Postma ste r Gen e r a l h e did not kno w 
th a t the r e w e r e some nin e million nuts in the Unite d States alone who m a k e a v ice 
a nd , in m a n y cases , a n importa nt bus iness of collec tin g curiou s s ta mps a nd tha t a ny 
little irreg ula rity in a sta mp m a y cr ea te a va lue entirely unrelated to its nominal 
pri ce . Moreove r , in his b ig, enthusi a sti c way Mr. F a rl ey decide d that one way to 
bo om business in th e Post Office De pa rtm ent w a s t c se ll more stamps. So he pushed 
so m e buttons a nd called in the s taff a rti s ts of the P ost Office De pa rtm e nt a nd to ld 
the m to t ear in a nd dra w him a lot of n e w stamps o n the theor y tha t t he peopl e 
w e r e gettin ?: tire d of the old on es . 

Seven tee n Spec ia l Issu es Ah-ead~· · 

Up to this tim e h e h a s turne d out seventeen spec ia l issues. The r e w er e t e n, 
o f various d enomina tions , in the national pa rk se ri es . Ther e w a s one for Admira l 
Byrd , inte nde d as a complimenta ry plug for the Admira l's latest trip to the South 
Pole to ge t a way from it a ll. And the r e wa s one for the town of N ewburg h , N . Y ., 
which is close to Mr. Farley 's native H a verstra w , wher e he use d to play first base 
on the ball c lub . 

This one was supposed to comm emora t e the fact th a t George Washington once 
mad e his h eadqua rte rs at N e wburgh , a l thou g h anybody who knows Mr. Farley will 
r ealize that h e was only going out of his way to boost the little town of Newburgh . 
Mr. Farley is always doing favors for old fri ends, a nd any t im e an o ld friend of his 
ope ns a n e w sa loon or pool hall h e m ay, if h e g oes a bou t it right, g e t Mr. Farley to 
kick out a special stamp entitle d "Butch's Place, Gra nd Openin g Memorial Issue ," 
with pe rha ps the leg end "Wines , Liquor a nd Cigars" or " Pool 2 'h cents per cu e" 
worke d into the d esign . 

Sen t First Sheet to President. 

But it turns out that Mr . Farley happen ed to h ear that Mr. Roose ve lt was one 
-of those nine million Am erican sta mp collectors and thought it would be a nice thing 
·.to grab off one of the fir s t sheets of e a c h issue as it cam e from the press unperforate d 
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and ungummed, write . his name across it and send it over to 
co ll ection, with the compliments of J a m es A. Farley, a pal. 
a nd while he was at it h e d ealt in Mr. Louis McHenry Howe, 
tary . 

the President for his 
This Mr. Farley did , 
the President's sec r e-

. A nd still while h e was a bout it h e d ecided to cut h imself in , too , for a co mple te 
senes, just as souvenirs for his loved on es. Moreover , because Mr. Ickes, the Sec­
r et a ry of the Interio1· , has jurisdiction over the pa rks , h e sent Mr. Ick es souvenir 
sheets of the te n des igns which comprise the pa rks issue. H e did this with public 
cer emonies, and movies wired for so und in som e cases, so there was no secre t 
about it. 

Meanwhile, however, Mr. Farle y was beg inning to learn so m ething a bout the 
enthusiasm of the 9 ,0 00,000 stamp nuts, because eve ry time a m emoria l issue was 
turned out the nuts would buy up from $3 0,000 to $4 0 ,000 worth of stamps. Some 
of them w er e used, and some were just put away in books , n ever to be cance led . 
But the 30, 000 to $40,000 was just so mu ch g ravy for the Post Office Department, 
because the facilities for handling t h e mail have to be m a intai ned , anyway. Mr. 
Farley was mu ch ch eer ed because seventeen times $30,000 to $40,000 was $5 10,000 
to $ 68 0 ,000 almost clear profit. 

Souvenir Sheets Tm'11 Up in Market. 

The n last week, out of Norfolk , Va., there cam e a little dispatch for the pape rs 
saying that one of those special souvenir shee ts of the Mothe r ' s Day issue, unperfo­
rated and ung ummed, had turned up in the philatelic market and was quoted at 
some outlandish price between $20,000 and $30,000. It develops that a shee t of 
stamps without perforations or glue on the back is a museum piece and worth big, 
coa rse mone y. 

This sheet was one which Mr. Farley says h e sent to a fri end of a friend ju.st 
as a favor to his friend. There were just four such sheets on the Mother's Day 
issue withdrawn from the press run by Mr. Farley. One was for the President, one 
for Mr . Howe, one for himse lf and one for this fri end of a friend . Of course, h e: 
paid the ir fac e value into the cash box, but he had , by his favoritism, handed over 
to Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Howe, himse lf a nd this friend of a fri end each stamps of an 
actual value of about $20,000 . 

So Mr. Rooseve lt, Mr. Howe and Mr . Farley, each having an imperfora t e, un­
gummed shtet of all seventeen issues a nd ther e be ing few, if any, other such sheets 
in existen ce, each has $340,000 worth of stamps. And Mr. Ick es, with his ten sheets 
of th 1:: pa rks issue, would have $ 200,000 worth , although for some rea son the parks 
issues seem to command less money. Four of these stamps in a group, showing 
the lack of perforation , r ecently sold for $200 in the phila t e lic marke t , or $50 each , 
indicating that fe w of the park issue w er e in circulation . 

Guess Based on Dealer's Opinion. 

These figures are a guess based , however, on the opinion of one of the fore­
most dealers. H e was unable to anchor his estimate without knowing exac tly how 
m a ny sheets of each issue had been allowed to get out. 

Mr. Farley vows, of course, that none of his stamps or the President's or Louis 
Howe's or Mr. Ick es ' will eve r r each the m ark et. But they are their property, n ever­
the less, and even if they don ' t sell the m the ir estates may. 

As a n old collector Mr. Roosevelt might have known the value of the stamps 
which Mr . Farley was sending him with his co mpliments. How would you go about 
bring ing that up ?" 

The Rocky Mountatin N ews, Denver , Colorado, ran the article under the 
heading "This Special Stamp Game to Get Jim Farley into Jam"- ' Hon. 
Postmaster caters to philatelists with pretty new issues, but foot slips all of a 
sudd en ' '' . 

The appearance of this article caused several prominent citizens of Denver 
to raise th eir voices in protest against t he practice started by Postmaster General 
Farley. 'l'he January 18, 1935 issue of the Rocky Mo1mtain N ews in r eporting 
these complaints said : 

"FARLEY'S 'GIFTS' EMBATTLE DENVER STAMP COLLECTORS. 

De nve r stamp collectors r ose up in wrath la st nig ht against Big Jim Farley. 
W estbrook P egle r , whose column a ppears daily in The Rocky Mounta in News, 

started the uprising when h e told how Big Jim big-hearted ly took several sheets of 
stamps without perforation or g um off the press a nd presented the m to President 
Roosevelt, the latte r's secretary, himse lf and a friend's friend. · 

The sheet of " Mother' s Day" stamps g ive n to the fri end's fri e nd got into the 
hands of a deale r and now is quoted at a bout $30 ,000. 
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Judge Charles E. Sackmann , who is one of the a ng ry philate lists , said: "The 
issuance of these co mplim entary sheets by Postma ste r Farley is taking an unfair 
and unwarranted a dva ntage of the American stamp collector. 

" :Equal Rights" Denied. 

"It d e prives th e average c itiz en of th e country ' equal rights' in that a f e w high 
g ove rnm en,.t officials are a llowed to obtain stamps that e ithe r should be available 
to eve ryon e or to no one. 

" These unfortunate occurre nces a r e d estroy ing faith and confide nce in the post­
office d e partment by putting the collector at such an unfair disadvantage. 

"The remedy would be to print up eve ry stamp in imperforate form that Farley 
has given away in such condition. Such printings would g ive eve ry citizen bis 
'equal rights .' " 

Dr. H. A. Davis , honorary president of th e Denve r Stamp Club and secretary 
of the American Philatelic Society, asserted: 

"Since this unfortunate occurre nce has tak e n place the question now at hand 
is, how to co rrect it. 

Fairfield Adds Protest. 

"My answer to this problem," he said , "is to issue all stamps that Farley has 
given out in complimentary form in the same imperforate , ungummed condition 
and place them on sale at the philatelic agency in Washington so that every col­
lec tor in the country can obtain them." 

"The issuance of these unwarranted sheets by Farley was unfair to the entire 
philatelic fraternity, " declared Senator Golding Fairchild, attorney and 1934 presi­
dent of the Denver Stamp Club. 

" Now that someone has broken faith and these stamps are on the market and 
cannot be obtained except at prices prohibitive to the majority of collectors, such 
a practice on the part of Farley was most unfortunate. The future issuance of such 
shee ts should be stopped for the good of all." 

Should Have Fot·eseen Abuses. 

Robert E . More, local attorney and collector, added his protest, saying : "Any 
person connected with the postoffice in the capacity of postmaster general should 
have known , because of past history , that abuses of this sort would result, particu­
larly at this time, since the hobby has become so commercialized. 

" The remedy would be to issue similar imperforate sheets and make them 
available to every collector in the country, and to make an iron-clad postoffice rule 
that such irregular issues should never be released again." 

Harold (Stamps) Johnson , stamp editor of The Rocky Mountain News, went 
on r ecord several weeks ago as be ing opposed to the practice of Farley in issuing 
complimentary sheets and passing them out to his frie nds and himself." 

On January 18, 1935, the W estchester Co1inty (New York) Chapter 85 
of the American Philatelic Society, by a r esolution formerly called upon Presi­
dent Franklin D. Roo:sevelt, as a fellow collector, to intervene on the matter of 
t he presentation of imperforate sheets by Postmaster General Farley. This read : 

"WESTCHES'.l'ER COUNTY CHAP'.l'ER No. 85, AMERICAN PHILA'.l'ELIC SOCIETY. 

"Whereas, This organization at its m eeting on July 20, 1934 , passed a resolution 
r equesting the officers of the American Philate lic Socie ty to call to the attention of 
the Post Office De partment that th e policy of issuing imperforate presentation sheets 
of stamps would cause confusion a nd b e d e trimental to the b est interests of Ameri­
can philately, a nd 

" Whe r eas, This practice has co ntinue d to th e furth e r d etrim ent of collectors of 
United States stamps in tha t some of these imperforate stamps already have been 
offered for sale and th e r e is nothing to prevent any or all of the m beil1g offe red at 
some future time; th er e fore, be it 

" Resolve d , That we d e m a nd that the Post Office De pa rtm ent recall and d e liver 
to the Bureau of Engraving a nd Printing for destruc tion all such irregular and con­
traband produc tions , a nd, be it furth er 

" R esolve d , That a copy of this r eso lution be forwarded to President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, a fe llow m em be r of th e Am e rican Philate lic Society, with the r equ est 
that he personally intervene in this matte r in the inte r ests of collectors in general 
and for the preservation of the credit of philately in the United States." 

The protest to their fellow co! lector, President Franklin D. Roosevelt and 
Postmaster General Farley, seeming to have been of no avail, the W eistchester 
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County Chapter No. 85 A . P . S . instructed t heir p residen t to pre:;ent the facts 
to t heir Congressman, the H on . Charles D. Milla r d, wit h t he r equest that he 
endeavor to right th e wrongs done collectors by approp riate Congressional action . 

Congressman Millard, beli eving that t he question at issue, was not whether 
collectors had been injured , bu t wh ether Mr. F ar ley or any official of the 
Unit t>d States had used his offi cial posit ion to show favo rs and bestow valuable 
gifts upon a special group of people. H e promised to b ring up t he question 
in th e House of R epresen tat iws as soon as he had atta ined th e full data. 

Cun~Tess1u:u1 C h;t r les D. !l lillard o( \\~estchestcr County. N . Y . 

On J anuary 25, 1935, Congr essman Milla rd ann ounced t hat he would in t ro­
duce a r esolution of in q uiry in to cer tain acts of t he P ostmaster Gener al. 

This news was repor ted by the Associated Press and appeared in paper s 
throughout the coun t ry. Th e New York H ernl d Tl"ibune ca rri ed t hese com­
m ents: 

"FARLEY FACING HOUSE INQUIRY INTO S'L'AMP 'GIFTS' 'L'O FRIENDS. 

By The Associated Press . 

'Va shington , Jan. 25 .- A Cong r esisonal investigation w a s proposed toda y to 
d e te rmin e whe the r Postmaste r Ge n eral J a m es A. Farley had g ive n " ha lf a million 
dolla rs ' worth" of rare posta ge sta mps to some of his phila t elist fri ends, including 
the President and Mrs. Rooseve lt a nd H a r old L . Ick es , Secr e ta r y of the Inte r ior. 
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R e presenta tive Charles D. Milla rd, R epublican , of New York, said he would call 
t h e a ttention of th e House on Monday to n ewspape r reports that stamps worth " half 
a million doll a rs" or more- to co ll ectors- had been so distributed. H e will, he 
a dded , seek House a pprova l of a r esolution which , in e ff ect, would summon Farley 
before th e House Postoffice Committee to explain. 

Democratic leade rs declined to comment publicly, but a high-ranking majority 
m ember of th e Postoffice Committee r emarked: "I hope th e r esolution will be adopt­
ed, beca use F a rley shouldn ' t hav e d on e tha t. " 

Th e stamp coll ectors for months have envied Farley's fri ends. Millard asserted 
t oda y th a t he und erstood tha t wh e n a n e w stamp issue w o uld com e along the Post­
maste r Gen e r a l would ge t a full shee t b efore it had been perforated for tearing, 
pay th e sta mps ' face va lu e and g ive i t to somebody , like th e President. 

As h e understood it , th ese we r e not to be put on the pub li c marke t and nobody 
w a s to make a ny mon ey out of it. Ther e was a public complain t, how ever , that he 
autog r a phed one shee t of what philatelists call "imperforates" for "the friend of the 
fri end." And th e "friend of th e fri end" sold the stamps for a sum as yet undis­
closed , but reported, in stamp-collec ting circles , to be in the thousands of dollars. 

Twenty-seven philate lic soci eti es , Millard said, had protested th e Postmaster 
Gen eral's action . To show th e r esult of being a "friend" of Farley, Millard said, a 
full se t of a series of t e n special National Park stamps- not perforated- were given 
to Secre tary Ickes. These , roughly, h a ve a potential value of at least $60,000 to 

100,000, the New Yorke r said h e was informed. 
At th e same tim e, h e asserted, President Rooseve lt has a full coll ection of the 

seventeen n ew stamps issued sin ce the present Administration took office on March 
4 , 1933. These, he said, include issu es for national parks , Maryland and Wisconsin 
anniversari es, Mother's Day, R ear Admiral Richard Evelyn Byrd, the explorer; the 
Graf Zeppe lin, "peace, " and n e w 16-cent and 6-cent a irmail sta mps. 

One batch of stamps g ive n to Ick es got into the hands of his subordinates. One 
valued his portion as worth $2 ,000 , although he did not offer it for sale. Ickes 
conceded at a press confer e nce that he had some of th e sta mps. When Farley was 
ask ed a bout that today , h e r e pli ed: "If Ickes says he's got 'em, he has." 

In a ddition to the President , Mrs. Roosevelt and Secr e tary Ickes, Millard said 
h e und e rstood some rare sta mps a lso had been given to Louis Howe, one of the 
President 's secretaries. 

"I don't know whether all this is tru e ," Millard said. "But I think we should 
find out." 

H e added that the r esolution h e will propose would require Farley to appear 
before th e Postoffice Committee with "any requisitions and invoices drawn by the 
office of th e Third Assistant Postmaste r Gen eral on the Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing for imperforate sta mps" issued since Ma rch 4, 1933. " 

'fbe N ew York Times carri ed th e news under th e headings ''Strikes at 
Farley over 'Stamp Gifts ' Millard asks inquiry into report of presents with a 
value of ' $500,000 '. Protests by collector philatelists say rare specimens went 
to Roosevel ts, Ickes and other friends of postal head ''. 

The Philadelphw (Pa . .) Inqufrcr ran the r esolutions under th ese headings 
"Farley faces quiz on 'Stamp Gifts '. Congressional probe urged on distribution 
of "Firsts" to friends " , whi le th e N ew Ym·k Sim's captions were "Farley 
stamp acts assailed, Millard threatens to ask congressional inquiry ' '. 

The Associated Press r elease on January 27th, was r eported in the following 
manner by th e N ew York Times : 

"ASU:S HOUSE INQUIRY INTO FARLEY 'GIFTS'. 

Millard Acts on Reports Postmaster General Gives Rare Strunps to His Friends. 

Resolution Goes in Today. 

New York Repub1ican Asserts Philatelist Put a $500,000 Value on the Presents. 

By The Associated Press. 

Washington, Jan. 27.- An all-inclusive resolution directing a House committee 
to inquire into reports that Postmaster General Farley has given rare stamps to his 
philatelist friends-including th e President- was drafted today by Representative 
Millard , Republican , of New York, for introduction tomorro.w. 

Under the resolution Mr. Farley wou ld be summoned before the Postoffice Com­
mittee and asked to supply detailed information about special stamp issues, includ­
ing the ir face value as well as their value to collectors. 



226 COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
Reports , Mr. Millard r e ite rated today , w er e that whe n a n ew series of commemo­
rative stamps was printed Mr. F a rley would get a full sheet of 200 stamps or so 
before the glue had been put on them or they had been pe rforated for t earing. 
These, then , would be autographed a nd g iven to Mr. Farley's fri ends, Mr. Millard 
asserted . 

Estimating th e value- to collectors- of stamps so distributed at " possibly half 
a million dolla rs ," Mr . Millard said today: 

"There are 9,000,000 stamp collectors in th e country , I am informed. L as t 
year they pa id between $900,000 and $1,000,000 to the government for stamps that 
w ere not used. They should be protec ted. " 

H e said that outside of petitions for an investigation sent him by stamp col­
lectors he had no information whe ther the a sse rtions that Mr. Farley had given 
these rare "imperforates" to th e President and Mrs. Rooseve lt , Secr e tary Ickes and 
Louis Howe of the President's secr etariat, w ere true . 

"It looks as though the Postmaster Gen e ral just unwittin g ly m a de a mistake," 
Mr. Millard said. "The thing furth est from my mind is to accuse him of deliberate 
grafting. 

"But if he did make a mistake we ought to know how, a s well as how big a 
mistake it was. " 

House Democratic leaders w er e inclined to find no particular fault with the 
stamp situation, so it was generally assumed the r esolution would get no place . 
One high-ranking Democrat m ember of the Postoffice Committee, howeve r , r emarked 
that "Farley shouldn't have done that." " 

According to th e Congressional R ecord, th e Millard r esolution was intro­
duc E>d as follows : 

"Mr. Chairman , a practice has recently grown up that I fe e l should be brought 
to the attention of the Members of this House, and which I feel should pe rhaps be 
made th e subj ec t of an investiga tion by the members of the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, so that those r esponsible for it may be given an opportunity 
to d e fend themselves and to make an explanation. 

During the present administration it has been the practice of th e Postmaster 
General , wh en there w e r e n e w issues of s tamps, to r equisition from the Bureau of 
Eng raving and Printing the first few sheets printed , before th ey had been gummed 
and perforated , autograph them , and present the m to a favored few of his fri ends. 
I am told that when th e Mother's Day stamp was issued Mr. Farley autographed 
and presented the first full sheet of 200 subjects to Mrs. Roosevelt. La ter h e in­
scrib ed one of these imperforate shee ts of stamps for the President, Colonel Howe, 
and one for his own children- Be tty, Ann , a nd J a m es Jr . 

With th e printing of the Wisconsin sta mp which followed, sheets are said to 
have been autographed by the Postmaster General for the President, his secr e tary, 
Third Assistant Postmaster Ge ne ral, and this tim e one for each of Mr. F a rl ey's 
three children. 

Whe n the Nationa l Park stamps w e r e issued in July of last year the weekly 
Philatelic Gossip commented: 

As usual , sheets were· autographed for officials of the a dministration, including 
the President. 

The first sheet having been presented to Mr . Secr e tary Ick es. 
The Am erican Philatelic Society feels that this "new d eal in philately" is a dis­

crimination against the rank and fil e of stamp coll ec tors , because sheets of imperfo­
r a te stamps are not made availabl e to th e m for purchase , but a r e autographed and 
given to a favored fe w , a nd in most instances those few offi cials of the Government.. 

The president of the local ch a pte r of the socie ty in m y own co unty informs me 
that h e knows of collectors who ha ve pa id as hig h as $17 5 each for the imperforate 
sta mps in pairs and in blocks. Two weeks ago, out of Norfolk, Va. , there came a 
little dispatch for th e papers saying tha t one of those specia l souvenir shee ts of 
Mother's Day issue , unperfora ted a nd ung umm ed , h a d turned up in the philatelic 
marke t and was quoted at some outlandish price between $2 0,000 and $3 0,000 . It 
develops that a sheet of imperfora t e and ungummed stamps is a museum piece and 
of g r eat va lue. I am cr edibly informed that ther e a r e 9,000,000 stamp collectors 
in the United States who purchased stamps last year a mounting to almost a million 
doll a rs . Any little irregularity in a stamp creates a value entire ly unrela t ed to i ts 
nomin a l price. The Postmaste r General h as broug ht out a lo t of n ew issues on the 
theo r y that the people are getting tired of th e old ones. Up to the present time h e 
has Lurned out 20 specia l issues. There were 10 of various d enominations in the 
national parks series: 1 for th e town of Newburgh, N. Y., 2 for the Chicago exposi­
tion , 1 for the N . R . A. , 1 for Kosciusko, the Ze ppe lin flight stamp, the Byrd " Little 
Am erica" stamp, the Maryland comm emorative stamp, the Mother's Day issue, the 
Wisconsin T e rcentenary stamp. 
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The r e has been co nsid erable comment upon this practice in the press and a 
number of stamp clubs and chapters of the American Philatelic Society from Maine 
to California, including the Westchest e r County chapter, in my own hom e county, 
have passed several resolutions protesting it. In a r esolution adopted January 18 , 
1935, the "\Vestchester County Chapter No. 85, asked that the officers of the Ameri­
can Philatelic Society call to the attention of the Post Office Department the policy 
of issuing irnperforate presentation sheets of stamps which they say causes confu­
sion and is "detrimental to the best interests of American philately." The members 
be lieve that the " practice has continued to the furth e r detrim ent of collectors of 
the United States' stamps, as some of those irnperforate stamps have already been 
offered for sale a nd there is nothing to preven t any and all of them be ing offered 
at some future time." The resolution asks further that the Post Office Department 
recall and de liver to the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, for destruction, all 
such irregular and contraband productions. It was further r esolved that a copy of 
the r esolution be forwarded to Pres ident Roosevelt , a fellow m e mber of the Ameri­
can Philatelic Society, with the r equ est that h e personally intervene in the matter 
in the interest of collectors in general and for the preserva tion of the credit of phila­
tely in the United States. This resolution was passed after it was absolutely authen­
ticated several new stamps, including the Mother's Day and the National Parks 
stamps, had been issued befor e be ing perforated and had found their way into the 
hands of deale rs. The m embers, in adopting the resolution, felt that such issuances 
and practices have a strong tendency to cast suspicion that favoritism is practiced 
by th e h ead of an important department of our F ederal Government, who, like 
Caesar's wife , should be above and beyo nd suspicion. 

In a poll taken by the National Federation of Stamp Clubs it was found that 
the clubs are almost unanimously against the policy of g iving out irnperforate sheets 
of stamps to favored individuals. 

One of our coll eagu es has r eceived a letter from a constituent commenting on 
the practice of the Postmaster General to which I have referred . I w a nt to read 
from his letter: 

Mr. RANKIN. I think the gentleman from New York should give the name of 
the man writing the letter. 

Mr. MILLARD. The nam e of the man is George R . M. Ewing, 5 2 Vanderbilt 
Avenue, New York City. 

Mr. MILLARD (reading): 

Postmaster General Farley is presenting entire sheets of n ew stamps to some 
of his friends, in cluding the President. These sheets are not perforated nor are 
they cut apart into small panes of 50 to 100 as we buy them in the post office. Con­
sequently they constitute an entire ly different variety of stamps from the pe rforated 
stamps sold in the post offices. It is absolutely impossible for any private citizen to 
buy any of these irnpe rforate stamps. Consequently anyone getting one of these 
sheets pays Farley the face value a nd gets a sheet of stamps that is worth thousands 
of dollars in the philatel ic market. 

As an example, several weeks ago I saw an unperforated sheet of Mother's Day 
stamps- 200 stamps on the sheet (when cut into pa nes, w e bought them in small 
panes of 5 O) and it bore the signature of Mr. Farley on one of the sheet marglins . 
The sheet of !!tamps was sent to the Scott Stamp & Coin Co. , 1 West Forty-seventh 
Street, New York City, for tbern to purchase and the owner asked $20,000 for the 
sheet They cost 3 cents a stamp an d he ask e d $100 a stamp from the dealers. The 
Scott Co. refused to buy the sheet and sent it back . They will not divulge the name 
of the owner to private individuals, but Hugh M. Clark (head of the Scott Co.) has 
twice requested the local postal authorities to send up a n inspecto r to question him, 
and h e will give t h e inspecto r th e information. His invitation has been absolutely 
ignored to date . 

Not only sheets of Mother's Day issue but of every issue brought out under 
Farley's supervision h as been distributed , and some day these are corning on the 
market- if not by the present holde rs, then by their estates-and stamp collectors 
are going to be forced to absorb United States stamps that they never h a d the oppor­
tunity to acq uire when they were current. Naturally they will be forced to pay 
throu g h the nose-as they are being asked to do at the present time. 

I , personally, have been offered blocks of the 4-cent national parks and the 
8-cent national parks imperforate (and these can only come from the presentation 
sheets) at $250 per stamp, $500 for a pair of stamps, and $1,000 for a block of 
four. They were offered to me by a dealer , a nd he said they were offered to him 
from a source in Washington in exchange for United States stamps that the owner 
desired for his collection. I refused to buy and the dealer later told me that he 
declin ed the order as h e couldn't place the stamps at that price- but, a few days 
later , he r ece ived the same identical want list from a d ealer in Washington. In 
othe r word::; , the owner found a Washington dealer h e could do business with. 
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So that you will not think that it is a case of "sour grapes" with m e relative to 
t h ese unperforated sheets, I w a nt you to know that I own a pair of unperfor,ated 
2-cent nationa l parks stamps that I bought from a dealer (Eugen e Klein) in Phila ­
dal ephia in September a nd paid him $25 0 for them. This was before I was a w a r e 
of what was go in g on, a nd they were represented to me as h av ing been found in a 
post office out west. If w e s ucceed in gettin g the De pa rtment to iss ue these sheets 
unperforated , the valu e of my pa ir will drop from $25 0 to 4 cents ; n everthe less I 
want to see it don e. 

In my boyhood days, like most of the r est of us, I collected stamps but h ave 
n ever don e so very seriously, a nd while I agree with the co ll ectors that there is 
unfair discrimination h er e, I feel that a much more serious s ituation has arisen 
whereby an official of the F ede ral Governm ent can m a k e unlimited presentations of 
g ifts not purchaseable in the open marke t , but which have a value in that market 
of $20,000 , or one e ve n a pproximating tha t a mount. From this it is quite obvious 
that the mon e tary value of Mr. Farley's gifts is tre m endous . 

I th ink m y coll eag ues in the House will be lieve with m e that the Postmaster 
General shou ld be given an opportunity to make an expl a nation a nd I ask that this 
House authofize the Comm ittee on the Post Offi ce an d Post Roa ds to call the Post­
maste r Ge n eral a nd g'ive him this opportunity , a nd that b e place befor e the com-' 
mittee co pies of a ll r equisitions a nd invoices drawn by the office of the Third As­
sistant Postmaster Gen e r a l on the Bureau of Engraving a nd Printing by the Phila ­
telic Agency or other sales agenci es for imperforate stamps since March 4, 19 33, or 
beginning with th e Newburg h proclamation of peace comm emora tive stamp, and a ll 
corres pond ence connec ted therew ith . 

Following is copy of the r eso lu tion of in quiry which I h ave introduced today 
a nd which will be r e fe rred to the Comm ittee on the Post Office and Post Roads: 

R eso lv ed , Tha t the Postmaste r General be, a nd h e is hereby direct ed to furnish 
to th e House of Representatives the followin g information : 

1. Whethe r imperfor ate, inco mplete, or spec ially m a rked stamps have, since 
January 1 , 19 33, been issued by the Bureau of Engraving an d Printing at the re­
qu est of or with the consent of the Post Offi ce Department or a ny officer or employee 
of that Department. 

2. Whether imperforate , in co mpl ete, or specially m a rked stamps , s ince Janu­
a ry 1, 19 33, have been knowingly distributed by the Post Office Department, or a ny 
officer or employee of that Department , other than through the r egular ch annels of 
the Post Office Department for sale to the public. 

3. Whe th er any sta mps of special issues, since January 1 , 193 3, have been 
distributed other than through the us ua l ch ann e ls of the Post Office Departm ent for 
sale to the public . 

4. The nam e or n a m es of officers or employees of the Post Office Department, 
if any, who have since J a nuary 1 , 19 33, authorized or co nsented to the distribution 
of imperforate, inco mplete , or specially marked stamps or h ave distributed such 
stamps or any stamps other t h a n through th e regular chan n e ls of sale to the public , 
and the na m e or n a m es of the pe r so n or persons to whom s u ch distribution bas been 
made a nd t h e price or prices, if a ny, pa id by persons receiving s u ch stamps. 

This is a r esolution which I placed on th e des k this morning a nd which will be 
r e fe rred to the Committee on the Post Office a nd P ost Roads. I think the rights 
of 9,000,000 stamp collectors should b e protected , an d therefore I am bringing this 
m atter before the House at the present time, 

Mr. FISH. Will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. MILLARD. I yi eld to the gentleman from New York . 
Mr. FISH. May I ask the gentl eman if h e bas any information as to the accu­

racy of the state m ent that ap pear ed in the public press as foll ows: 

Mr. Roosevelt , Mr. Howe, and Mr. Farley eac h h ave received unperforated , un­
gummed sheets of all issues. Ther e being few , if a n y, other such sheets in exist­
en ce, each has received $340,000 worth of stamps. 

Mr. FISH (reading): 

Mr. Ick es, with his 10 sheets ~f the park issues would h ave $2 00 ,000 worth of 
stamps, although for some r eason the park iss u e seemed to command less money. 

Mr. MILLARD. I h ave not a ll of that information, but I do have information 
that the President has received a ll 20 an d that Mr. Ickes h as received 10 . After 
the Philatelic Society investigat ed , they gave me the information a nd the proof that 
other peopl e have r eceived these stamps. How many I do not know. That is the 
idea of this inquiry I am suggesting. 

Mr . RANKIN. Has this practice been indulged in by Postmasters General in 
the past? 
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Mr. MILLARD. I understa nd not. 
Mr. RANKIN. Wher e did th e gentle m a n get th a t informa tion? 
Mr. MILLARD. From the Post Office De pa rtment this m orning. 
Mr. RANKIN. From the Pos tma ste r Ge n eral? 
Mr. MILLA RD. No t from t he Postma ster Gen e r a l , but from someone in the 

offi ce the r e. I called up a nd wa nted to know if this ha d been the practice and they 
said tha t n ever h a ve th ey issued unperfora t ed and ungumm ed stamps before this 
tim e. 

Mr . RANKIN. If th e r e h as been a n y thing don e th a t should not have been don e, 
I for o n e a m m or e tha n willin g t o ha ve it investigated . 

Mr. BOILEAU. The gentle m a n ha s s ta ted the r e was no r a id on the Treasury, 
bu t if what the gentlem a n from Ne w York h a s sta t ed on the floor h er e is true some­
one certa inly r eceived some thing that they should not h a ve r eceived." 

On January 28, 1935, Congressman H amilton D. Wish of New York also 
introduced a r e:solution of inquiry ·which was also r eported in the Congressional 
R ecorcl in this fashion : 

Mr. FISH. Mr. Cha irman, my colleagu e, t h e gentle m a n from New York [Mr. 
Mill a rd] spoke a bout wha t Pos t m a ste r Gen e ral F a rl ey has been doing r ecently in 
r e fe r e nce to m a king presenta tions of sheets of impe r fo r a te stamps to certain public 
officia ls a nd pro ba bly to othe rs. I a m s ure tha t Members on both sides want the 
fac ts , a nd t ll a t th e Am erican people back hom e will ins ist on ha ving all of the facts . 
I a m sure ever ybod y w a nts to be fa ir t o Mr. F a rley a nd g ive him his day in court 
a nd a n opportunity to come down to the Cong r ess and g ive us the fac ts . H e may 
have some a dequ a t e expl a n a tion , a nd h e h as a right to b e h eard. The charges 
which ha ve been m a d e tod ay by m y coll eagu e [Mr. Millard] a r e ve ry serious charges . 
It is not a qu es ti on of pe tty g r a ft. The ch a rges involve hundreds of t housands of 
do lla r s. I a m the r e for e in troducin g the foll owing r esolution : 

Resol H .d, Tha t the Postmaster Ge neral be, and h e is h er e by, directed to transmit 
to th e House of R epresenta tives the followin g informa tion : The numbe r of shee ts 
of r ecent commemorative sta mps in imperforate form issued since Ma r ch 4, 19 33, 
and presented to Governme nt offic ia ls a nd all others; the na m es a nd a ddresses of 
all persons a nd corpora tion ~ who ha ve r ece ived imperfora t e sta mps and the number 
of such s tamps r eceived by each individua l or corporation; and a list of the names 
of a ll who w er e favor ed with shee ts of imperforate stamps even though such sheets 
h a ve been r ecalled. 

Mr. A R NOLD. Will fh e gentleman yield? 
Mr. FISH. For a ve ry brie f question . 
Mr. ARNOLD. H a s the gentl e m a n m a de any effort to ascertain from the Post 

Offi ce Department how m a n y sheet s of these stamps h a ve been issued? 
Mr. FISH. No. I know 20 commemorative stamps h a ve b een issued. I am a 

busy man , just like the gentle m a n, and I h a ve to r ely on the information that is 
handed to m e, or that appears in the public press . 

Mr. ARNOLD. If the gentle m a n would r equ est this information from the Post­
m ast er Ge n er a l he would r eceive a ll the info rmation the Postmaster Ge n eral could 
g ive him without the n ecessity of a n investigation . 

Mr. FISH. I hope the gentleman is not objec ting to a r esolution of this kind 
r eques ting information. 

Mr . ARNOLD. The gentle m a n certainly should h a ve r equested the Postmaster 
Gen e r a l for this information before resorting to an investigation. 

Mr. FISH . Ma y I say to the gentle m a n t h a t I do not care to b e criticized by 
him as I a m not asking for an inves tigation but m er e ly for information from the 
Postm as te r Gen eral. Mr. Farley ha s admitted that h e has g iven these sta mps to 
diffe r ent people . I h a ve seen the s t a mps, too . I sa w the m a long time ago. I hap­
pe n to know so m ething a bout the fi i;st sta mp iss u e unde r this a dministra tion as it 
orig in a t ed in my dis tric t. I h a ve seen blocks of sta mps which w e r e g iven out months 
ago. I do not know just how m any, a nd th a t is wh a t I want to find out. 

Mr. ARNOLD. Did the gentleman m a k e a ny effort to find out from the Pos t­
m ast er Gen e r a l h ow many of these s ta mps h ave been g ive n out ? 

Mr . FISH. The Postmas te r Gen e r a l h as a lread y a dmitted t h a t in the public 
press. 

Mr . ARNOLD. But I m ean as t o the number ? 
Mr. FISH. Tha t is a matte r fo r Congress , not for m e, to find out a nd to get a ll 

the informa tion availa ble . 
Mr. ARNOLD. The gentle m an could get the informa tion from the Postmaste r 

Gen eral , if h e wa n ted to. 
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Mr. FISH. Ther e is no question about the fundam ental fact that imperforate 
stamps h a ve been given out, and they h ave been g iven out to a favored list. Of 
course_. I do not know everybody Postmaster Ge n eral Farley has given the m to, but 
there 1s a favor ed list, including the President of th e United States, Secretary Howe, 
and a number of others. Now, my r ecollec tion g oes back to the last Congress. I 
r e m embe r a bout a certa in preferred list in W a ll Street whe n J . P . Morgan & Co. 
ha d a favor ed list of c lients. The De m ocratic side denounced it as be ing pe rfidious, 
wicked, a nd vicious, and ther e w e r e som e Democrats on it, too. I remember that 
there was on ly one Member of Congress, an d he was Senator McAdoo, of California. 
But that favored list is not h a lf as ba d as this, a nd I will expla in why. 

Mr. BOYLAN. Mr. Chairman, will the gen tleman yield? 
Mr. FISH. Yes. 
Mr. BOYLAN. I wanted to ask the gentleman if h e cons ide rs h e is playing fair 

with his co lleagu e from Westchester, who introduced a resolu t ion this morning? 
Mr. FISH. I a m supporting it. 
Mr. BOYLAN. T'h e gentle m a n is now coming in with anoth er resolution. 
Mr. FISH. No; this is to h e lp that resolution. 
Mr. BOYLAN. And m ay I ask if this is 1 o f the 20 issues r a ised by his distin­

g uished leader or is this a n ew one? 
Mr. FISH. This is th e one hundred and first issue. This goes way beyond 

the original 2 0. 
Mr. BOYLAN. The gentleman's lead er issu ed a statement saying he had 20 

issues. 
Mr. FISH. Does the gentleman t hink the Republican Party is going to stand 

on ju s t 20 issues? You g ive us a n iss u e ever y day here . 
Mr. BOYLAN. You h ave no issues and you are simply g roping in the da rk now. 
Mr. FISH. I do not y ie ld furth er. I h ave just presented two n ew issu es for 

the Democrats and propose to leave them on your la p . 
Mr. TABER. I s not this a n issue that the Democrats have r aised ? 
Mr. FISH. I a dmit that the Democrats h ave no issu es and therefore I am g 1vrng 

the m some. I gave yo u a n issue on comm unism a nd n ow I am giving you a n isim e 
on these irnpe rforate stamps. 

Mr. MILLARD. If th e gentl eman will yie ld , I a ppreciate the h e lp from the 
gentleman from New York very much. 

Mr. FISH. Now, let us see the difference between this W a ll Street preferred 
lis t and the preferr ed list of the Postmaste r General. 

The Morgan pre ferr ed list gave to those who were in preferr ed positions , their 
friends, stock at $20 and it was issued to the public at $3 0 , a n in cr ease of 5 0 per­
cent; but in the Postm ast er General's preferred list the public h ave not a ch ance 
to buy and the increase is not 5 0 percent, but 10 0 ti mes the cost, acco rding to t h e 
Stamp Deale rs Association. 

The Newburgh Stamp Club , in my district, h as entered a very vigorous protest 
against this d eplora ble procedure . When I say th a t th e Pres ident of the United 
States has r eceived 2 0 sheets of th ese imperforate stamps, I only say what I h ave 
seen in the press . I will not know d efinite ly until I get this information from Mr. 
Farley. The value of these s tamps , for which was pa id a few dolla rs or a few 
hundred dolla r s, according to one of these s tamp experts, h as in cr eased to $320,000. 
If this is so, of course , the President, when h e find s out the facts, should return 
the stamps. 

I am not vouching for the facts and I will not know them unt il th ey are pre­
sented h ere in open h earings. However, it is stated openly in the public press that 
President Roosevelt has r eceived a ll 20 issues; Mr. Howe a nd m e mbers of the 
Cabinet have also r eceived a number of these issues. Mr. Ick es received 10 of the 
issu es at a profit of only $20 0,000 for the Secr etary of the In terior . Of course, 
that is a m ere de tail. I apologize to the Democratic Party and to my friends on 
the R epublica n side for discussin g any such small sum of money. I suppose we 
should not discuss anything under $ 1,000,00 0,000 these days. 

Mr. CULKIN. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yi eld? 
Mr . FISH. I y ie ld. 
Mr. CULKIN. Does the gentleman believe, in view of the fact the P ostmaster 

General presented so m e of these stamps or one s h eet of these stamps to honest 
Harold Ick es, the r elation between these two gen tle m en are now cordia l ? 

Mr. FISH. W ell , they are two pretty a rtful politicians a nd manipulators. I 
have never worried a bout the relations between these two gentlemen . Those mat­
tel'S are just temporary. 

I discla im a ny personal feeling. The gentleman from New York h as introduced 
a position a nd has put it squ arely up to the Democratic Party. Personally, I like 
Mr. Farley. I think he is a genial politician. H e lives in my State and I want to 
see him g iven a chance to be heard b efor e a com mittee of Congress. What are you 
goin g to do abou t it? Ar e you going to try to cover it up or are you goin g to give 
him a fair h earing b efore a committee of this House? 
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Mr. FISH. My tim e is drawing to a close . How in the name of goodness can 
you expect to have an effici ent Post Office Department when the Postmaster General 
is never in Washington. The only time h e ever comes to Washington is to give 
som e of these imperforate sheets of stamps to some of his fri ends on the preferred 
list. 

Mr . BLANTON. Mr. Chairman, I am a fra id tha t our distinguished fri end from 
Ne w York [Mr. Fish] is degenerating . 

When h e w a s in Harvard and did the unusual thing there of graduating in 3 
years , h e had his h ead hig h up in the air ; he was not p la ying mumble-peg down in 
the dirt. 

Whe n h e w a s captain of his g r eat Harva rd football t eam and was the ir great 
right tackle, from all of the ir huddles he had his head up. His orde rs were : "Up!" 
H e did not grovel i nthe dirt. 

When h e was a m emb er of his gen er a l assembly for three t e rms, he was not 
g rove lin g in th e dirt. B ead up! 

When h e w e nt to Fra nce se rvin g his fl ag a nd his country unde r, I will not say 
any easy conditions , obeying orders like a soldie r, serving under difficulties- his 
h ead wa s up; h e did valiant se rvi ce for his country, h a d th e Croix d e Gu erre con­
fe rred upon him for his distinguished service. 

Since he has been in Congress he has not been g roveling in the dirt until now. 
H e bas done wond erful work fightin g the Communists of the country tha t h ave been 
seekin g to undermine this Governm ent and other governments. 

Wh a t has come ove r him? Is h e disintegra ting ; is h e dege nerating? He says 
that th e Postma ster Ge n eral boug ht the first few sheets of stamps of these special 
issues and possibly gave one or two to his children , possibly ga ve one to the Presi­
d ent who presides in the White House , possibly gave one to some othe r Cabine t 
officer s- stamps boug ht and paid for at the same price that other people paid for 
them , with money which w ent into t h e Treasury of tl:ie United States. 

Mr . FISH. The gentleman do es not want that to go in th e R ecord, sure ly, when 
no individua l could buy imperforated stamps except those on the favor ed list of the 
Postmaster Gen er a l. 

Mr. BLANTON. I am not talking about the exorbitant prices paid by stamp 
collectors ; I am not ta lking about the $ 50 tha t one of my constituents paid h er e 
on P ennsylva nia Avenu e once for a sea t in a window to see the President pass by; 
I am not talkin g a bout the $50 that two of my constituents once paid to conscience­
less scalpe rs to see an Army-Navy football game; I a m talking about the r egula r 
price of these stamps. And I am not upholding having them imperforated and un­
glued . They should have been m a d e a ll a li k e . But th er e was no dishon esty. 

Why , I can r e m ember during th e w a r- w e m e n who served h er e in this House 
fr equ ently saved som e m e m ento- wh en President Wilson once sent an important 
m essage h ere , it , as his m essages a lwa ys did , came unde r his seal. When that big 
enve lope was open ed and his m essa ge was taken out, I got th e Speake r of this House 
to give m e that enve lope with th e President's seal on it , and I have it in m y scrap­
book now. Some of these days it might be worth some money ; but does the gentle­
man think I would sell it? Does the gentleman think that Postmaster Ge n er a l 
F a rl ey would se ll imperfora t e stamps that h e k ept because h e wa s a pa rt of the 
Governm e n t that issued it as a little nfe m ento of his service? Ah, my distin guished 
fri end from New York, who has don e va lia nt se rvice for his Governm ent, is now 
g rove lin g in the dirt, pla ying mumble-peg. 

Mr. FISH. I am sure the gentleman does not m ean to gua r a ntee th a t these im­
pe rfora te stamps will always be h eld by their r ecipients as souvenirs. 

Mr . BLANTON. I imag ine that th e g entleman could not buy them with all the 
money he h a s. 

Mr. FISH. Can 
these gentle m en ? 

Mr . BLANTON. 
amount of mon ey. 
fa mil y h e irloom . 

t h e gentle m a n say that they will n ot be sold by the estates of 

If I w er e on e of the posterity , you could not buy them for any 
It would b e a m e m ento h a nded down to g r a ndchildren as a 

Mr. FISH. Some of the m a r e on sale n ow. 
Mr. BLANTON. Oh, possibly a few of these sta mps may have gotten out and 

pe rha ps m a y have been offer ed for sa le, but I will guara ntee that those the .Presi­
dent , the Postmas te r Gen e ral , or any o th er Cabine t officer or their family may have 
y ou could not buy for m on ey . 

Mr. FISH. May I say to the gentle m a n from T exa s that no R epublican Post­
m a ster ever gave a w a y a lot of unperfora ted s ta mps to a favored list. 

'l'b e introduction of the Millard r esolution was prominently displayed by 
the va ri ous New York newspapers. The H erald T ribune, J anuary 29, 1935, 
.cover ed the news with these comments : 
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"INQUIRY ASJ{ED INTO FARJJEY'S GIFT OF STAMPS. 

Millard U 1·ges House to Act on Complaints of Philatelists' Orgaitization. 

Fish Backs Up P1·01JOsal. 

Impel'fot•ates Offered on Ma1·ket at High Prices. 

From the Herald Tribune Bureau . 

W ashington , J a n. 28.- R e presentative Ch a rles D. Millard, Republican, of New 
York, call ed upon the House of Representatives today to authorize th e Committee 
on Post Offices· a nd Post Roa ds to summon J a m es A. F arley , Postm aster General, 
for an investigation of the a llegations by numerous stamp collecto r s that h e h a d 
g iven to President a nd Mrs. Roosevelt and other hig h governmenta l officia ls the first 
irnperfora t e a nd ung umm ed sheets of seventeen s pecia l issues of stamps worth a 
"tremendous sum." 

Others whom Mr. Millard asserted were the recipients of these rare stamps were 
H a rold L . Ickes, Secretary of In terior ; Loui s M. Howe, the President's secretary; 
Betty Ann and James Jr., Mr. Far ley's children , a nd the First a nd Third Assistant 
Pos tmaster s General. 

Mr . Millard's de m a nd for a n inves tigatio n a nd a reso lu tion introduced by R ep­
r esen tat ive H a milton Fish, R e publican , of New York, calling for a record of Mr. 
Farley 's stamp g ifts, w e r e r eceived with a pparent indiffer e n ce by the Democr atic 
lead ers. R epresentative James M. Mead, Democrat, of Ne w York, chairman of the 
House Post Office Committee, said that h e h a d found no evidence of illegali ty in 
Mr. F a rley's ac tion s ince h e h a d pa id for the stamps. 

As an illustration of the value imperforate and un g umm ed stamps ass um e, Mr. 
Millard cited a sheet of th e famous Whistler Mother 's Day issue for which " some 
outlandish pri ce be tween $2 0,0 00 and $30,000 was ask ed ." Mr. Milla rd quoted a 
lette r h e had received from a philatelist who r eceived offers of blocks of the 4-cent 
National P ark and 8-cent Nationa l Park, imperforate at $250 a stamp. 

Mr. Fish's r esolution called upon Mr. Farley to send to the House of R epresen­
tatives a comple te r ecord of the imperforate s ta mps h e has given away. The r eso­
lution asked "the number of sheets of r ecent co mmemorative stamps in imperforate 
form issued since March 4, 19 3 3, a nd presen ted to gove rnm ent officials and a ll oth­
ers; the names and addresses of all gove rnm ent offi cia ls and all others; the names 
a nd a ddres£es of all p ersons and corpora tions who have received imperforate sta mps 
and the number of such stamps r eceived by each individua l or corporation, and a 
list of the names of all who w er e favored with sheets of imperforate stamps, even 
thou g h s uch sheets have been r ecalled ." 

Mr. Farley has explained th a t the stamps were distributed with the understand­
ing that they w e r e not to be sold, out since some h a ve already been sold a nd un­
doubtedly will be offe r ed for sa le eventually , even if by the h e irs of the present 
owners , Mr. Millard cl a im ed that the g iving of stamps is de trimental to the bes t in­
terests of American philately. Mr. Farley has autog r a phed a number of the sheets 
which have been g ive n a way. 

"The Am eri can Philatelic Society," said Mr . Milla rd, "feels that this ' n ew d eal 
in philate ly ' is a discrimin a tion against the rank and fi le of stamp collectors because 
shee ts of imperfora te stamps are not made available to them for purch ase but are 
a utographed and g iven to a favored few , and in most instances those fe w , officials 
of the governm ent. 

"The president of the local ch a pte r o r th e society in m y own co unty informs 
m e that h e knows of co llectors who have paid as high as $175 each for those im­
perfora t e stamps in pairs and in blocks. Two weeks ago out of Norfolk, Va. , ther e 
came a little dispatch for the papers saying that one of those special souvenir 
sheets of the Mother's Day issue, unperforated and ungummed, had turned up in 
the philatelic m arke t and was quoted at some outla ndish price be tween $2 0,000 
and $30,000 . It d ev e lops that a sheet of stamps without pe rforations or glue on 
t h e b ack is a museum piece and worth big, coarse money. 

" I a m cr edibly inform ed that the r e are 9,000 ,0 00 stamp co llectors in the United 
States who purchased stamps last year a mounting to a lmost $1 ,000 ,000. Any little 
irregul a rity in a stamp creates a value entire ly unre lated to its nomina l price." 

'l'h e New Yark Siin, in r eporting th e r esolution of inquiry st ated: 

"FARLEY STAMP INQUIRY URGED. 

Representative Milhud \Va nts House to Investigate Gifts to Friends. 

W ashin g ton , Jan . 28 (A. P .) .- An investigation of r eports that Postmaster­
Gen eral Farley h as g iven r a r e stamps w orth a "tremendous" sum to a number of 
his fri ends , including President an d Mrs. Roosevelt, was asked formally in the 
House today by Representative Millard, R epublican , of New York. 
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Millard recounted that since the Roosevelt administration took office March 4, 
1933, seventeen special commemorative stamps have been issued, "on the theory 
that the peopl e w er e getting tired of th e old ones." 

Before the stamps were perforated for tearin g, coated with gum or offered for 
public sale, h e said, big sheets of them were given by th e Postmaster-General to 
"a favored few of his fri ends," as well as to his children , Betty, Ann a nd James Jr. 

Can s Action Un fa ir . 

Millard said b e agreed with co mplaints of stamp co llecto rs that this was unfair 
discr imination, but that b e felt "a much more serious situation has arisen whereby 
an official of the Federal Government can make unlimited presentations of gifts not 
purchasable in the open market, but which have a value in that market of $20,000." 

"From this it is quite obvious that the monetary value of Mr. Farley's gifts is 
tremendous," be added. 

The Repubiican Representative asked approval of a r eso lution r eq uir ing Farley 
to appear before the House Post Office Committee and explain . 

Millard asserted that the first full sheet of 200 Mother's Day stamps was pre­
sented to Mrs. Roosevelt, a nd that other " imperforates ," not put on the open market, 
went to the Presid ent, who is an ardent stamp collector, Louis M. Howe of the 
President's secretariat and Farley's children. 

The President, Howe, Farley's children and the First and Third Assistant Post­
masters-General, h e said , r eceived Wiscon s in m e moria l stamps, and special national 
pa rks stamps went to Secretary I ckes. 

Collectors P r otest. 

The W es tchester county, New York, chapter of the American Philatelic Society, 
Millard said, feels "that such issuances and practices have a strong t endency to 
cast suspicion that favoritism is practiced by the head of an important d epartment 
of our Federal Government who, like Caesar's wife, should be above and beyond 
suspicion." 

Although Farley has explained that the special stamps were distributed with 
the understanding they were not to be sold Millard asserted some of them had ap­
pear ed on the open mark et or been offe red for sale. 

De mocratic leaders in the House have evidenced little concern over the stamp 
complaints and Millard's demand for an inquiry seemed likely to mee t stiff opposi­
tion. 

Cans for Record s. 

A resolution calling upo n the Postmaster-General to send the House a complete 
record of the imperforate stamps he bas presented was introduced "simultaneou sly" 
by R epresentative Fish , Republ ic, of New York. 

It sought "the numbe r of sheets of recent commemorative stamps in imperfo­
rate form issued since March 4, 1933, and presented to Government officia ls and all 
othe rs; the names and addresses of a ll persons and corporations who h ave received 
imperforate stamps and the number of such stamps received by each individual or 
corporation, and a list of the names of all who w ere favored with sheets of imperfo­
rate stamps even though such sheets hav e been r ecall ed." 

The New York A.rnerica11 considered th e news of sufficient importance to 
pla ce the story on the first page of the second section under large headlines. 
Their report stated : 

"FARLEY STAMP GIF'l'S P UT UP TO CONGRESS. 

Resolu t ion T h at Asks H im t o Expla in . 

$350 ,000 Set As Value. 

'A D iscr imination Against. Othe r Collectors.' 

Washington, Jan. 28.- Postmaster General Farley was flayed before the House 
today giving away special sheets of stamps worth, to collectors, thousands of dollars. 

They cost Farley only a few dollars, but b ecause they were special autographed 
sheets, not perforated, th ey command h igh prices in Philatelic circles, it was 
assented. 

Rep . Millard (R.), of New York , r ead a le tter . from George R. M. Ewing , stamp 
collector of New York , declaring an imperforate sheet of the Mother's Day issue 
bad been offe red to a New York company for $20,000. 

Farley gave this sheet to a friend , it is charged. 
Millard, himse lf a stamp collector , is author of a resolution b efore the House 

Postoffice Committee d emanding Farley name postoffice employees who bad dis-
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tribute d imperforate stamps through irregular channels and to whom and what 
price the stamps w e re issued. 

''VOl'th S350,000.' 

The Westch ester County, N . Y., Chapter of the Philatelic Society to which Mil­
lard b elongs, h as calle d upon President Roosev elt , a f e llow philatelist, to intervene 
personally and "save th e integrity of A m erican philate ly," Millard declare d . 

Millard charged Farley b a d autographed imperforate sheets of sev e nteen differ­
ent issues last year and gave them to the President, Mrs. Roosevelt , Colonel Howe, 
Secretary of Interior I ck es, his own t hree ch ildren and others. 

These 17 sheets are estimated to h ave a total value of $350,000 per set, Millard 
said, a dding, however, b e was un a ble to confirm the accuracy of the estimate. He 
added: 

"These stamps g iv en to Administration favorites , are a discrimination against 
the nin e million stamp collectors contributing a million d oll ars yearly to the Gov­
ern m ent through stamp purchase. 

"They raise a serious suspicion again st a cabinet m e mber who , like Caesars 
wife, shou ld b e above suspicion." 

The Chicago Tribiine of January 29, 1935 reported the Millard resolution 
with these comments: 

"QUIZ OF FARLEY STAMP "GIFTS" ASJ{ED IN HOUSE. 

Millard and Fish Join in Demand. 

[ Chicago Tribune Press Service.] 

W ashington , D. C., J an . 28.-[Special.] - A con gress ion a l investigation of Post­
maste r General J a m es [ "Call Me J im " ] F a rl ey's gift of v a lua bl e stamps to New 
Deale rs with philate lic in clinations w a s d e manded on the house floor today. 

The practice of Farley, according to R e presenta tive Charles D . Milla rd [Rep ., 
N. Y.] , has been to take sheets of n e w stamps b e fore perforation or g umming, auto­
graph them, a nd send the m to a favored few. Mill a rd said the stamps h a d been 
given to the Presid e nt, th e Farley children , a nd Col. Louis McHenry Howe, the 
President 's secretary. 

Cites Value of Stamps. 

Th e congressman pointe d out that these impe rforate stamps could not b e pur­
chase d on the open marke t by co llectors and that the ir value was enormous. H e 
r ead from a phila t elist's l e tte r stating that a n unpe rforated sheet of Mother's day 
stamps, 200 in number , bearin g F a rl ey's signature, b a d been offered for sale at 
$ 20,000. 

Data from phila telic organizations critici zing the Farley practice w er e p res ente d 
by Millard in support of his r esolution tha t th er e should be a congression a l inves­
tigation . A s imilar resolution was introduced by R e pres entative H a milton Fish Jr. 
[Rep ., N. Y. ] . 

"Farl ey has been giving out these stamps to a favored li st , in cluding the P res i­
dent, " r e marke d Fish. "I can r e m e mber how the De mocra ts howle d a bout Wall 
street's favored list. 

"An honest Harold Ick es. Did h e get a sheet? [Ick es h as a dmitte d that b e 
bad received some of th e stamps.] Can it b e that I ck es a nd Farley a r e on such 
fri e ndly t erms now ?" 

Rankin Issues Retort. 

Representative John E. R a nkin [De m. , Miss.] retorted by co n g ratulat ing th e 
co n g r essm a n upon his "reviva l of ri g hteou sn ess ." 

" In this case a f ew stamp co ll ectors are being go u ged, if the gentle m an's report 
is true," said Rankin, " but the former postm aster gen er a l go u ged millions out of 
the taxpakers in th e m a il contracts ." 

This moved R e p resentative L eo Allen [Re p. , Ill.] to ask wh e ther the rugs w ere 
still on the floor of F arley's office. He did not receive a d efinite r eply." 

On January 28, 1935, W estbrook Pegler's column again discussed the im­
perforate sheets of stamps, suggested that they be reprinted and made these 
comments: 
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"PERHAPS MR. FARLEY WILL REORT TO INFLATION OF STAMPS TO SOLVE 
AN EMBARRASSING PROBLEM. 

J a m es A. F a rley might h a ve to r esort to inflation of the postage stamps to solve 
the embarra ssing proble m of the little g ifts which h e has been sending to President 
Roosevelt, Louis McH enry Howe, H a rold L . Ickes and himself. 

R ealizing that the President was an old stamp collector, Mr . Farley , early in 
his r eig n as Postmaste r Gen er a l, esta blished a pre tty little custom of producing a 
freak shee t of sta mps of each m emorial issue for Mr. Roosevelt's private collection. 
While h e w a s at it, h e printed fr eak sheets for Mr. Howe, the President 's secretary , 
and himself. H e cut in Mr. I ck es for a s imila r s heet of each of th e t en d esigns in 
t h e n a tiona l pa rks series . 

This is to ta k e no acco unt of a n y souvenir sheets of the routin e commer cial 
iss u es r egarding whic h your correspondent, b ein g not much of a r eporte r , fail ed to 
ask a n y q u es tions . 

Seven teen Iss u es in Two Years. 

But th P, r e have been seventee n m e m ori a l issues in the two year s since corona ­
t ion day, wh er eas in the pa st it was custom a r y to r e lease onl y four such iss u es pe r 
year . Never befor e in this country wa s it customary to cau se accidents to h a ppen 
by officia l orde r a nd with m a li ce a fo re tho ug ht, so to speak . If a sheet of stamps 
cam e off the press lackin g pe rfora tion s , without g lu e or with the ink smeared, the 
custom was to d estroy it. This sor t of irregularity is th e disting uishing mark of 
the freak s t a mp. The outlandish va lues which are placed on fr eaks a rise from the 
fac t th a t ordinarily they r ea ch th e public only by accident . In fact, a lmost always 
the first press-run of a n ew design will produce misprints of one kind or a nother. 

Now a R e publican Con g r ess m a n , Charles D . Milla rd, doubtless a d estru ctive 
criti c, is pla nnin g to call a Cong r essiona l inves tiga tion b ecause it appears that Mr. 
Farley's g ifts to Mr. Roosevelt, himse lf and othe rs , consider ed as phila t e lic r a rities , 
h a ve t h e va lu e of a fortun e in each case. It is imposs ibl e to estimate the actua l 
value wi t h out knowing a ll the factors. But a sta mp expert in New York has ex­
pressed t he beli e f , with r ese rva tions , tha t a whole sheet of the fr eaks of the Moth­
er 's Day issu e, for example, would b e worth from $50 to $2 00 per s ta mp. The value 
would be a ff ect ed by the r a rity a nd t h e s t a mp coll ectors ' a bility and willingness 
to pay. 

Th e a bility to pay h a s been seriously impa ired by the Great Am erican Panic and 
the ensuin g Great Am erican R ecovery . The willingness to pay has abated consider­
ably, too , in the multiplication of freaks by Mr. Farley's order . 

Stamp Collector a Curious Sort of Creature. 

The sta mp collector, of whom ther e are 9,000 ,000 in this country, a figure 
ba sed on th e circulation of the coll ectors' m a gazines and the sucker lists of the 
deale rs , is a curious piece of work. H e b elongs to the same ge n eral fami1y as the 
bird 's egg a nd souvenir spoon col!ec tor, and the man who fli es a fe lt pennant in the 
r ear window of hi s automobil e signifying that h e has just visited the Mammoth Cave. 

One shee t of the Mother 's Day freak which turned up in Norfolk , Va., for ap­
pra isal has been qubted a t from $ 20,000 to $30 ,000 but no sale h a s been r eported. 
If th e minimum fi g ure w e r e a dopted and appli ed to all seventeen fr eaks, Mr. Roose­
velt, Mr. Howe a nd Mr. Farley each would have $340 ,000 worth of stamps. Mr. 
Ick es would have $200 ,000 worth. But, of course, if a ll these rariti es we r e dumped 
into th e marke t a t once, each would da mage th e value of all the othe rs. 

This thought offers a grace ful , thou g h perhaps disa ppointing solution to the . 
problem confronting Mr. Rooseve lt a nd his administration. As a stamp collector, 
h e seems quite like ly to have known that the freaks which Mr. Farley was sending' 
him w er e not ordinary, face value postage stamps. Mr. Farley , being no collector, 
did not know a t first. But Mr. F a rl ey is by no m eans pokey in th e h ead , and it may 
be assum ed th a t h e v ery soon learned wha t sort of sta mp collection h e w a s storing 
a way for himself, his h eirs and a ssigns. 

Inflation Might Be the Way Out. 

It mi g h t be unseemly of Mr . Rooseve l t and the three othe r collec tors in the 
li ttle circle t o r eturn or publicly d estroy the ir sheets a s this would convey just a 
faint s u ggestion tha t they ha d been cau ght in th e orch a rd with a blouseful of apples. 
But Mr. F a rl ey could easily equ a li ze eve r y thin g by infla tion of the sta mps , printing 
unlimited numbe r s of th e same fr eak s a nd offering the m to th e public at face value. 
In tha t ca se, the only extra ordina ry va lue r em a ining in the Rooseve lt-Howe-Farley­
I ck es coll ection would li e in tb e a uto g r a phs written large a cross the smooth, un-
pe rfora t ed rows . . . . 

Pos tm a sters Gen er a l in oth er la nds h a ve been guilty of ver y un e thi cal practices 
in recent yea rs a s the fr eak stamp m a ni a spread and the opportuniti es incr eased to 
m a k e a priva t e profit withou t r esort t o crude la rcen y . Itali a n sta mps a r e in low 
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repute, du e to the mass production of museum pieces. Freak s of sever a l South 
Ameri can r e publics are h a rdly worth the ir w e ight in w as t e pa per , a nd a couple of 
little roa dside countries in Europe turn out a m emori a l issue, each with its comple­
m ent of freaks, every tim e the Pos tm a ster Gen er a l 's ba by n eeds a pa ir of shoes . 

Be ing in the la th and pla ster business a nd a prize fig ht commissione r when h e 
w ent to the Post Office De pa rtm ent, Mr. F a rley did not realize wha t a touchy and 
t empe r a m enta l business h e w as t rifling with wh en h e began to gra b off museum 
sheets on the basis of one for you a nd o n e for m e and one for Uncie Louie . 

H e knows now, thou g h. " 

Th e Millard r esolution was a subj ect of editorial comment in sever al papers. 
The Christian Science 111omtor, J anuary 28, saying: 

"l\1r. Farley's Stamps : As tho ug h his g r een ink s ig natu r es ha dn 't cau sed h im 
e n ou g h trouble , Postmaster Gen e r a l F arley has gotte n himself in to a n o th e r co lorful 
difficulty over n ew s ta mps. 

A r esolution form a lly calling fo r a cong r ession a l in vest igation was introduced 
in to the H ouse t oday by R epresentat ive Ch a rles D . Milla rd (R.) o f Ne w York a n d 
a vo t e wa s de m anded . Of co urse nothing mu ch will co m e of it. Since Mr. F arley 
holds the strings to th e fed er a l j ob bag few De m ocrat ic cong r ess m en- a ll of whom 
come up for r e-e lec tion in 1 93 6- would have th e t e m erity to vo te to h a il him be­
fore a n investigating committee. 

But the cong r essiona l t empes t- a lthough in a t eapot- do es m ean something . 
Mr. F a rl ey's r eputa tion h a s suffer ed seve r ely in som e qu a rte rs becaus e of th e use t o 
which the R epublicans have put hi s occas ion a l blunder s. The fa mou s g r een-in k 
signa ture which n early put the Rooseve lt Administra tion on th e U pton Sincla ir ba nd­
wagon in California-in cidenta lly the las t pl ace in the world i t w a nted to be­
made " Jim" look a bit silly. The p olitical opposition is like ly to m a k e much out of 
thi s second most colo r ful o f his ina dverta nces . 

It w a s proba bly a ll ri g h t whe n h e gave nicely a utogr a ph ed first r un sheets of 
n ew sta mps to the President. But g iving th e m to his political fri end s a pproach es 
the dealine of propri e ty . And when som e of these sa m e fri ends m a k e up th e shee ts, 
a nd sell individual stamps actu a lly w orth a few cents for sometimes as much as 
$175 a stamp ; w e ll , it will seem to som e people like a ltogeth er too much of a g ood 
thin g ." 

'l'b e W ashington S tar, believing that the blame for t he continuance of the 
practice of issuing imperforate stamps to President :B'ranklin D. Roosevelt and 
other officials should not be placed entirely upon Postmaster General Farley, but 
upon knowing collectors in the administration, stated in its editorial columns on 
January 28th: 

"MR. FARLEY'S STAMP TROUBLES. 

P ostma ste r Ge n e r a l J a m es A. F a rl ey is familia r with oppos ition of the ordina r y 
political vari e ty , but durin g th e pas t fe w months a n ew a nd hitherto unknown a rmy 
of fo es ha s a ppeared on th e horizon . The organized s t a mp co ll ec tors of the Na ti on , 
disillusioned over th e "New Deal " in phil a t e ly , h a ve la un ch ed a campaign a gainst 
certain policies a nd practi ces of bis a dminis tration of the posta l syste m , a nd a c-on­
gressional inquiry has been d emanded. 

Time was, of course , wh e n such a drive could h a ve been la u g h ed off with ease . 
But that w a s before the collec tors w e r e so numerous or so e ff ec tiv ely ba nded to­
g eth er. Now th ey r epresent an important cross-sec tion of the population of the 
country, include in their fe llowship su ch notable individuals as Mr. Farley's chie f­
President Roosevelt was inter ested in stamps long before h e eve r considered be in g 
inter ested in politics- and h a ve the powe r which accrues to numbers, enthusiasm, 
solidarity and wealth . Throug h th e philate lic agenci es a nd by direct purch a se from 
r eg ula r post offices , th ey pay into th e Governm ent Treasury sever a l millions of 
doll ars ea ch year for sta mps whi ch n eve r a r e used, and Mr. F a rl ey himself h a s said 
tha t Uncle Sa m n eeds a nd wa n t s t h a t mon ey. 

The current troubl e began when the Postmaste r Ge ne r a l initi a t ed the custom 
of di s tributing unfinish ed sheets of newly-printed s ta mps to fri ends. Theore ticall y , 
the r e w a s no harm in th e id ea ; actua lly i t cr eated wha t phil a t e lis ts call a "varie ty" 
and collectors, natura lly enou g h , charged favoritism in th e circumsta n ces . The 
market price of the novelties 

0

hit the sky. Such spec im en s as r ea ch ed dealers com­
manded as much a s a thousand times the ir face va lue . The supply was so limited 
and th e issues ' availa bility so r estric ted tha t only rich m e n could a fford to buy. 
Rank and fil e collectors th en prepared their protest. 

But Mr. Farley is not personally blamed. Rather, h e is h e ld to have been m e r e­
ly the victim of his own gen erosity. The present attack, it seems indicated , r eally 
is intended to discipline those of th e Postma ste r Ge n eral's advisers who assured him 
that h e n eed pay no attention to his phila t elic criti cs. The proposed inquiry , it is 
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hoped , will bring the whole truth to light. Some correction , obvious ly, is n eeded 
if confidence a nd fri en d ly r e la t ion s be tween the Post Office Department and its col­
lector pa trons are to be r e-established ." 

Th e subj ect of the Mill ar d resolution wa s a basis of several car toons. Tbe 
N ew York W orld T elegram, in itr,; " News Item Seri es " dedicated one to th e 
"New 81-amp Issue" (illustrated ) . 

THE NEW STAMP ISSUE 
NEWS ITEM :- "Postmaster Farley fa cing H ouse inquiry into stamp 'gifts' to 'friends. 

Twenty-seven philatelic societies protest. Administration stamp collectors prof it." 

I Sp£C. lt--L iSSLLE;- FOR .DEMoc.f<A TS O N L 'i 
~- :?!'" - .... ~ 

..... _ 

\ V i ll i:n u B . Jo h n :s hnu._• in t l te Ne,,· York \\' orld '_l 1 e l e;~;r:11n. 

B.v sp ec ia l pe nni ss io n . 



238 OOLLEOTORS OLUB PHILATELIST 
---· Hl 
t'' •l 

E tJ"·in Do bbs i n t h e U :d t itn ore S un. 

Congressional inquiry into facts of Postmaster General F'arley was th e 
subject of numerous "Letters to th e Editor" and th e followin g wer e those 
printed in on e issue of th e N cw York If erald Tribun e : 

"MR. FARLEY'S STAMP BONANZA. 

To the New York H erald Tribune: 
If it is tru e that Postmaster· General Farley has , in his official capacity as a n 

employee of the nation (which includes an estimated 3 ,000,000 stamp collectors), 
been making imperforate stamps, and as an official has sold the m to Mr. Farley (an 
ordinary citizen) , and if the n citize n Farley has presented the m to President Roose­
ve lt and to Mrs . Roosevelt, to Mr. Ickes a nd to othe rs, it was not only a wron g 
thing for Farley to do, but it wa s also wron g for th e President and the others to 
accept the m. The r ecipi ents unqu estionably kn ew the va lue of these "gifts" and 
Farley had no mora l right to make th e m , unless m a de for public sa le at a ll post­
offices. If th e President got some of th ese imperforate stamps, h e had no moral 
rig ht to accept th e m , wh en they could not b e obtained by a ll citizens. 

Several years ago wh en the Prince of 'Wa les was in Austra lia, the strikers on 
th e r a ilroads would not allow pa ssen ger tra ins to r un for th e publi c . But they 
offered to run a train for the Prince. H e inquired : "Will the public be allowed to 
ride with m e? " And wh en the an s w e r was " No," h e r eplied , "Then I will not ride. " 
Some man , that Prince' 

If Farley or th e President or any oth er s who may hav e r ece ived these "gifts" 
should say that they intend to k eep th e m in their collec tions , n e vertheless , if no more 
imperforate stamps of th e same kind are issued , these can b e sold for hugs sum.3 . 
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There is nothing which sets the mass of our people against a public official as 
does his de libe rately taking an unfair advantage over his fellow citizen and especially 
wh en his so doing nets him an ac tual or potential gain in money. 

ORRIN S. GOOD. 
Brooklyn, Jan . 29 , 1935. 

To the New York H erald Tribune : 
Ther e is one act in the "Farley stamp act" that seems to have missed fire with 

t h e public-that is th e splendid h edge against inflation and a ll the New Deal dangers 
that these little sheets of imperforate stamps possess . 

I read that the price quoted now is about $20 ,000 or $3 0,000 a sheet. Of 
course, this brings these "gifts" to a high value at present. But with the fear of 
inflation and other New Deal dangers a head the possess ion of su ch a sum of money 
h as a n uncertain value- in th e ba nk it may be d evalued , in a stock it may be en­
danger ed by a long d epression, in bonds by inflation , in r eal estate by taxation~ 
but this sum tuck ed away in a sheet of stamps that are a coll ector's item and, there­
fore , sure in tim e to increase in valu e, is as real as the gold tucked a way in the 
Treasury, and as a n es t egg more easily handled that gold. 

We, the " underprivileged"- those who have worked and saved and put our 
little a ll into securities or even real es tate, with its dangers of taxation- r ead with 
a tinge of envy of the r eported "gift" from Farley of the sets of stamps to President 
a nd Mrs . Roosevelt, H a rold Ickes, Louis Howe, Betty a nd James Farley Jr. and the 
First and Third Assistant Postmasters Gen e r a l. What happe ned to the Second As-
sistant Postmaster Gen e ral? NEW YORKER. 

New York, J a n . 29, 1935 . 

To the New York H erald Tribune: 
The attacks on Mr. Postmaste r Ge n eral Farley should stop. 
So far h e h as given away only about $ 1 ,000 ,000 worth of sta mps . But this is 

a good beginning; the g ift tax which Mr. Farley will pay into th e United States 
Treasury on March 15 will be abo ut $136,000 . 

This g ift tax is on an ascending scale . If the people a nd the papers will only 
let Mr. Farley a lone it may b e possible ve ry soon to do away with the income tax, 
th e processing tax and the taxes on r eal estate. Let's hope that Mr. Farley will 
m a k e sta mp gifts amounting to $100 ,000 ,000,000 this yea r. Mr . Farley is our b est 
hope for finan cing th e New Deal. H e is Mr . Morgenthau 's best fri end. With what 
interest will the Secre tary of the Treasury wait for a nd scan Mr. Farley's tax r e turn 
from now on! Maybe w e can spend out way out of the depression a fter all. 

More power to Mr. Farley an d more stamps and more friends of fri ends! 
Orange, N. J., J a n. 29 , 1935 . EX-TAXPAYER. 

To the New York Hera ld Tribune: 
The publication of income-tax r e turns is double-edged . Will Messrs. Farley, 

Ick es , Howe and Rooseve lt show the ir capita l gains in stamps on March 15? 
FRANK T . COYLE. 

New York, Jan. 29 , 1935." 

B ecause of the nature of the political control of the House of Representa­
tiv t>s, it did not seem likely that either of the r esolutions of inquiry would be 
acted upon . This is evidenced by the comments in the New York Times : 

"HOUSE PIGEONHOLES FARLEY STAMP INQUIRY. 

'"\Vhat of It?' I s Democratic Reaction to 'l'wo R<>1rnblican Moves for Investigation. 

Wai:1hington , Jan . 28 (A. P.).- Two R e publican r esolutions for investigation 
into wh e ther Postmaster Gen eral Farley had given rare stamps to his friends were 
introdu ced in th e House today and promptly plumped into pigeon holes. 

The gen eral Democratic r eaction--a nd th e Democrats have .unqu es tioned con­
trol of th e House-was "wh a t of it?" Chairman Mead of th e House Postoffice 
Committee said h e h eard sear ch ed the statute books without finding anything that 
m a de Mr. Farley's actions unla wful , in vi e w of th e fact tha t the Postmaste r Ge n eral 
paid for the stamps. 

The discussion was started by R epresentative Mill a rd , R epublican , of New 
York , who said h e understood that stamps which had not b een perforated for tear­
in g or h a d the g lue applied, ha d been g iv en by Mr . F a rley to the President a nd Mrs. 
Rooseve lt , the three Farley children , to Secr e tary Ick es and others , including Louis 
McH. Howe of the White House secretariat. They w e r e not put on the open market 
for everybody to buy , h e asserted. 

Mr. Ick es w a s asked during th e day if h e would r e turn the stamps in the event 
that Mr. Farley should ask him to do so. 
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" W e 'll cross that bridge wh en we come to it," Mr. Ickes r e pli ed . 
The Secre tary said h e h a d pa id the face value for the sta mps , that h e had sold 

non e and that he would not sell any "at any price. " 
The White House had no comment. The Postoffice was similarly silent in the 

absence from th e city of Mr. F a rley. 
R epresentative Mill a rd sa id the sta mps w er e worth "big mon ey ," $500 ,000 or 

more, and he insisted that Mr . F a rley's action was " unfair disc rimination" against 
other philate lists. 

R epresenta tive R a nkin , Democrat, of Mississippi, took up the cudge ls for Mr. 
Farley, asking why R epublicans , who stood idly by whe n a R epublican Postmaster 
Gen eral was a warding " unconscion a ble" air mail contracts , w e r e pe rturbed about 
sta mps. 

Anothe r Democrati c lead er , Chairm a n O'Connor of the Rules Committee, su g­
gested that th e r esolution should be labe led "for th e r e lie f of distressed philatelists. " 

R epresentative Fish, R e publican , of New York , who a lso introduced a r esolution 
for a n investigation , insisted , " This is not pe tty gra ft. It involves hundreds of 
thousa nds ," h e sa id. " 

Congressman Millard, having had long experience in the House of Repre­
sen tatives, had however , made his r esolution on e of ' 'inquiry'' instead of ' ' in­
vestigation " and it could not be pigeon-hol ed . lt would have to be r eported 
back to th e House one week later. This fact wa s r eported in th e White Plains 
( N. Y .) R eporter, January 30, 1935, as follows : 

"STAMP l r'QUIRY MAY STICJ\: YET. 

No Easy 'l'ime for ])emocrats to Bury Millard's Proposal. 

To their surprise, House Democrats found today that th ey could not pigeonhol e 
at once a r esolution by R epresenta tive Charles D . Millard of W estch ester, to find 
out how many rare stamps Postmaste r Gen e ral Farley has sent to his phila te list 
fri ends , the Associated Press says in a W a shington dispatch . 

It wasn't that kind of a r esolution. 
Instead of proposing a broad investigation by the Postoffice Committee, it was 

r ephrased by R epresentative Millard , a t the last minute , to r equire simply that 
Farley supply th e House with a list of any ung umm ed and uncut stamps de liver ed 
"other than through th e usual cha nn els ," since Janua ry 1 , 19 33. 

That made it a r esolution of "inquiry" instead of "investigation." Under 
House rules a r esolution of "inquiry" must be r eported ba ck to the House a week 
after its introduction. 

Inform ed of the change, Cha irman Mead , Democrat, Ne w York, of the Post­
office Committee, to whi ch the r esolution was r e ferred , asde : "Is that so? " 

After a r econnoissance , h e sa id th e r esolution of " inquiry" would be sent to the 
Postmaster Gen eral. The r eply will be turned ove r to a subcommittee. The sub­
committee's r ecommendation will be submitted to th e full committee n ext Monday. 

Two courses are open th en. Either th e information r equ ested can be presented 
to th e House, or th e Postoffice Committee can r ecommend a gaisnt th e r esolution 
and move to tabl e it. 

The inquiry was proposed by R epresentative Millard upon the complaint of 
philate lic soci eti es that rare postage stamps which could not be obtained on th e 
open marke t h a d been de liver ed by F a rl ey to the President and Mrs. Rooseve lt, 
Secr e tary I ck es , Louis Howe of th e presidential sec r e tariat, and othe rs. Mead con­
tends that Farley acted lawfully in vi ew of the fact that b e paid for the stamps. 

The difference b e tween the rare stamps and the usual ones was that the form er 
bad no glu e on th e m and had not been pe rforated for tearing. Millard estimated 
the value of th e stamps so distributed a t a "tre m endous" smn- possibly h a lf a 
million dollars. " 

The Associated Press Despatch carried the news of th e 1\fillard Resolution 
of Inquiry into all sections of th e country. 'l'h e acts of th e Postmaster General 
in giving nnguinmed and unperforated stmnps to certain chosen few, 'vas th e 
subjPct of this poem, "lvhich appear ed in th e .Tanuary 29 , 1935 issue of the I n­
dianapolis Star: 

"LAST PAGE LYRIC. 

By MARY E. BOSTWICK. 

(Philate lists- stamp coll ec tors to you-ar e ganging up on Postmaster Gen eral 
Farley- seems he sent sheets of rare stamps, minus perforations and minus glue ,. 
to favored fri ends . ) 
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Oh, Mr. James A. Farley, what is it that you've done ! 
Sent postage stamps to a ll your friends , a nd m eant it just in fun! 
You sent them stamps, the papers say, with neither hol es nor glue, 
And if yo u ask me, I would say "A silly thing to do!" 

Oh, Mr. J ames A. Farley, you'll be a nervous wreck! 
The stamp collectors are all mad- you've got 'em on your neck! 
Of all the fatal things to do, it's absolutely fatalest 
To rouse the hidde n cave-man in a gentle, calm philatelist. 

Oh , Mr. James A. Farley, what were you thinking of?-
The stamp co llectors all are mad, who once were like a dove! 
(Except the stamp collectors, those c lever, lucky scamps, 
To whom you went to work and sent those precious, glueless stamps.) 

Oh, Mr. James A. Farley, I say alas, alack! 
You 'd better get to work at once, and get those stamps all back! 
Or e lse those mad philatelists, determined, tough and grim, 
Will all descend on Washington- I thought I'd warn you, Jim! 

Oh, Mr. James A. Farley, the thing I can not see 
Is why, while sending stamps around, you didn' t think of me! 
So if you want to send me some, I hardly will refuse 
A little book of 3-cent stamps, or even one of twos." 

The N ew York Times in an editorial comment, believed that these '' delib­
erately manufactured unperforates'' would be of ''no value,'' if stigmatized by 
collectors. Their suggestions were as follows : 

"STAMPS Wl'l'HOUT HOLES. 

Strangers to the mysteries of the stamp-collecting art will be puzzled by the 
ch arges against Postmaster General Farley. He is accused by indignant philatelists 
of giving away to his friends rare postage stamps worth half a million dollars. But 
how can stamps be truly "rare" if handled the way IVIr. Farley is accused of doing; 
and ho\v can they be v:orth half a ini1lion dollars ? 

It is charged that the Postmaster General would take a full sheet of unperfo­
rated stamps in a n ew issue a nd distribute them to his collector friends as souvenirs. 
Stamps without perforations are a great prize for collectors and that is why some 
people estimate that a set of ten unpierced National Park stamps presented to Sec­
retary Ickes have a "potential value" of perhaps $100,000. 

Yet the r emedy would seem to be in the hands of the critics. All the stamp­
collecting market has to do is to stigmatize the Farley gift stamps as not genuinely 
unperforated ; morally, they are not. The real article fetches such high prices, pre­
sumably, because it is the result of accident and therefore exceedingly rare. When 
unperforates are manufactured d elibe rate ly a nd wholesale they lose their character. 
It is only n ecessary to note this fact in the stamp pedigree books and the Farley 
stamps are immediate ly deflated to their face value as postage." 

From the point of view of collectors, the ideas suggested in the New York 
Times editorial, did not agree with the facts of the earlier made-to-order varie­
ty. 'rhis is indicated in a" Letter to the Editor" which said: 

"ODD STAMPS VALUED BY COLI,EC'.rORS. 

To the Editor of The New York Times: 
There is considerable logic in the suggestion made by your paper that "Farley 

gift stamps are not genuinely unperforated." However, past history indicates that 
the stigmatizing of stamps as of doubtful legality does not destroy their value, 
especially after the possible purchasers have forgotten the history of the stamp in 
question. In a specialized collection there will be a need for these stamps, inasmuch 
as they do exist, and no collection can possibly be com plete without them. 

In 19 01 the Third Assistant Postmaster General, under the impression that some 
inverted centres existed of the 4-cent value of the then current issue (Pan-Ameri­
can), r equ ested that if others turned up they should be given to him and not de­
stroyed. None turned up, and some were specially printed and sent to him. 

The release of these stamps caused a g r eat amount of protest, and President 
Theodore Roosevelt ordered the Assistant Attorney General to investigate the mat­
ter. For years these stamps have carried the catalog u e notation, "This stamp with 
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inve rted centre was not r egularly issued ." This example can b e placed alongside 
the prese nt situation disturbing stamp collectors, for the catalogue notation has in 
no way prevente d th e earlier stamp from finding a place in the foremost collections 
and a listing price of $1,200 which it has brought at auction sales. 

The pres ent ranking m e mbe r of the House Committee on Pos toffices a nd Post 
Roads, James M . Mead, has announced that h e has searched the statute books with­
out finding anything making Mr. Farley's ac t unlawful. If that is the case, there 
should b e no h es itancy on the part of Mr. F a rley in expla ining why h e m a d e such 
valuable gifts fo his friends. STAMP COLLECTOR. 

Scarsdale , N. Y., F eb. 5 , 1935." 

The New York H erald Tribune, in an editorial in t heir issue of February 
2, J 935, did not agree with their neighbor "The Times" and said : 

" NO BLUSHES'! 

Probably no one, a t this late date, expects the skin of Mr. James A. Farley to 
blush wh en its owne r is cau g ht usin g the gov ernm ent e ither for his own or for his 
party's ends. After what th e Postmaster General has don e in maneuvering e lec­
tions with th e a id of taxpayers' mo1ieys, s u r prise wo uld b e justified only if h e 
willing ly a llotted one postoffice or one appropriation for non-political reasons. 

But the e pisode of the unpe rforate d stamps- trifling in itse lf by New Deal stand­
ards, since each gift involved no more tha n twenty or thirty thousand dollars of 
gov ernme nt property- ought to m a k e a t least some impression upon the distinguish­
ed philate list who h a ppe ns to r es ide in the White House. For a n y stamp collector 
unde rstands a t a glance the utter impude nce a nd immora lity of these uniqu e h and­
outs. 

It is conceiva bl e that Mr. F ar ley did not appreciate at t h e o utset the monetary 
value of what h e was doing. Our neighbor, " Th e Times ," still does not , a ppa r ently, 
for it has suggested that philatelists could get together an d agree not to buy these 
unissu e d stamps, thereby d e priving the m of value. But the resolutions of the ex­
p erts oug ht to end these nonsensical notions and awaken Mr. Farley to the enor­
mity of what h e h as don e . The collection of stamps is beyond a n y individual 's or 
any association 's control. The stamps tha t Mr. Farley h as cr eated a nd h a nde d out 
to his family, friends a nd assoc iates a r e a lready fetching the hig h prices whi ch their 
rarity justifies. 

According to the r e m a rks m a d e by R epresentative Millard , Mr. F a rley presented 
the first full sheet of Mothe r ' s Day stamps to Mrs. Roosevelt, and other sheets of the 
same issue to the President , to Colonel Howe and to Mr. Farley's own childre n. Un­
perfor a t ed s h eets of the Wiscon sin stamp were similarly presented to the President, 
to his secretary, to the First and Third Assistant Postmasters General a nd , one 
each , to Mr . Farley' s three children . The National Park sheets were h a nded out to 
similar beneficiaries, in cluding " Honest Harold Ickes. 

Mr. F a rley has mainta ine d a masterful s ilence while stamp collectors have r aged 
at these gifts of g overnment property . It was stated in his d efense that the g if ts 
were made with t h e unde rstanding that the sheets were not to b e sold. But a lread y, 
according to Mr. Millard, they h ave com e into the m a rk et, fetching as high as $17 5 
for each individual stamp. At this rate each of the gift sheets would b e worth 
$35 ,000- wh e never its recipient cared to part with it . Th e philatelic societies 
insist that the sheets b e r ecalled and d estroyed . Such, indeed , seems to b e the only 
fair and honest co urse . But thus far n e ither Mr. Farley nor Mr. Roosevelt h as 
d eig n ed to discuss the matter . 

By a ll m eans , let time b e granted for realization to spread of just h ow out­
rageous Mr. F arley has been in thus creating and giving away valuable government 
property. But blushes the r e must inevitably b e- especially on the ch eek s of the 
White House philatelist. And with the blush es there ought s urely to be a peremptory 
order t o Mr . Farley to r eturn t h e loot. Whatever else the "abundant life" means, it 
ought not to include handouts of $50 ,000 a nd $ 60,000 worth of rare stamps to 
friends and family each time that the Postmaster General thinks up a n ew stamp." 

(To b e c ontinu ed. ) 
M ARK your calendar for the first and th ird \Vednesdays of each 

month and attend the .meetings of the Collectors Cl1ib regularly. 
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The Chinese Air Post 
1920-1935 

By JAMES S'rARR, F. R. P. S . I.J., AND SAMUEr_, J. MILLS. 

Drawings by James Starr. Photographs by George S. G. Cavendish. 

EURASIA AVIATION CORPORATION LINES. 

Shanghai-Manchouli-Berlin Route, ( 40• 41
) 

May 31, 1931. 

T HE Eurasia Aviation Corporation was. organized in January or early in 
February, 1931, and is a Ch inese-German concern registered with the 
Chinese National Government, which owns 55 % of the stock, private 

German capital owning the r emaining 45')6. Its purpose was primarily to 
tram;port mail by air from Shanghai, via l\Ianchouli, to Berlin, from which 
point it was distributable to other Ruropean cities. 

On May 25, 1931, the following official notice was publis b ~d in Nanking: 

l'OSTAL ADMINISTRATION 

Notification No. 37 

China- Europe Air Mail Service: Inauguration of Shanghai-Manchouli Section on 
31st. May, 1931 , notifying. 

Notice is hereby given that the Shanghai-Manchouli section of the China-Europe 
Air Mail Service- via Nanking, Tsinan, Peiping and Linsi- will be inaugurated on 
the 31st. May, 1931, maintaining a twice weekly service in both directions: 

From Shanghai to Manchouli every W edn esday and Sunday, and from 
Manchouli to Shanghai every Sunday and Tuesday. 

This service will be li nked up at Irkutsk with the aerial services of the U. S. 
S. R. Postal Administration operating between Irkutsk and Moscow and from Moscow 
to any European country. . 

Conveyance over the section between Ma nchouli and Irkutsk will be eff ected by 
rail. The rates of postage on air corr esponde nce (letters and postcards) chargeable 
on articles to be transmitted from Shanghai or Nanking or any intermediary office 
along the Shanghai-Manchouli a ir lin e, to any European country will be supplied 
on enquiry at any Post Office counter. 

Air mails to Europe will close twice week ly on Saturdays and Tuesdays at 
Nanking Head an d Sub-Offices at the following hours: 

Nanking Head Office 
Chiwangchieh Sub-Office 
Lingyuan & Tashing kung Sub-Offices 
All other Sub-Offices 

Su-Wan District Head Office , 
Nanking, 25th. May, 1931. 

10.45 p. Ill . 

10.30 p. Ill. 
6.00 p. m. 
9.30 p. Ill. 

(signed) J. A. G. 
J. A. Greenfield 
Postal Commissioner 

Su-Wan District 

According to a letter from l\1r. 'l' . P. Okada, Secretary, No. 53785-F. C. 0 . 
-dated Post Office, Shanghai, 25th May, 1931, the mail rates on this route were: 

"In addition to ordinary international postage and registration fee (if r egis­
tered) , the rate of postage of an ordinary letter from Shanghai to Berlin by air mail 
will be as follows: 

Shanghai-Berlin= International postage-20 cents. 
Shanghai-Manchouli =A surtax of $ 0. 6 O per 20 g rammes or fraction thereof. 
Irkutsk-Moscow=A surtax of S0.80 per 20 grammes or fraction thereof. 
Moscow-Berlin=A surtax of $0.60 per 20 gram m es•or fraction thereof." 
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Map 3--Eurasia Aviation Corporation Flights . 
. Map Route 

Numbers 
1 

Chronological 

2 

3 

4 
5 

4 

4a 

6 

7 

List Numbers 
1931. May 3 1, Shanghai, Nanki!1g, Tsina n , P e iping, Linsi , 

19 3 1. 
19 31. 
1932 . 
1932. 
19 3 2. 
19 32. 
19 32. 
19 32 . 
19 32. 

19 33. 
19 34. 
19 34. 
19 3 4. 

Ma n c h o uli .. ... ....... . .... .. . . .. . ... .. . . . . . . 
June 1 , Reverse of above ........... . .... .... .. . 
Dec . 20, P eiping, P e i Ling Temple, Nio-Sui-Ho, Tihwa 
Jan . 6 , R ev e rse of above .. . .......... . . .. .... .. . 
April 1 & 7, Nanking -Loyan g -Sia n a nd r everse ..... . 
April 5 & 8, P e iping -Loyan g and r everse .. . .. .. . . . 
May 1 8 & 19 , Sian-Lanchow a nd reverse .......... . 
Nov. 13 , Lanchow-Sii ch ow a nd r e turn trial fli g hts .. . 
Nov. 23 , Lanchow( ?) -Tchukucha k first trial flight .. 
Dec. 15 & 21 , Shanghai-Tihwa regula r through fli g ht 
& r everse .......... . . . ... . . . . . .......... . .. . 
May 10 , Canton , Ch angsha, H ankow trial fli g h t .... . 
March 13 , T a iyu a n-Sia n tri a l flig ht ...... . . . .. ... . 
March 16 , Sian-Taiyua n-Pe iping r everse trial fli g ht .. 
May 1 , Canton , Ch a ngsha, H a nkow, Loyang, Taiyuan, 

P e iping and reverse . . . ... . ... .. . . .. . . . ... . 
19 3 4. Nov. 1 6, Canton , C h a ngsh a, Hankow, Ch engch ow, Pei­

ping a nd reverse (Route ch anged by s ubstitution of 
Chengchow for Loya n g a nd sam e ch a nge in Route 3) 

19 3 4. June 20 & Nov. 1, Lanchow, Ningshia & Paotow trial 
a nd r eg ular .... . . ... . ........... . ......... .. . 

1 93 5. Sep. 24 & 27, Sia11, Hanchung & Cheng tu trial & reg-

40 
41 
47 
48 

51 & 53 
52 & 54 
59 & 60 
6 6 & 67 

68A 

71,72&77 
75 & 7 6 

85 
8 6 

89 & 90 

89 & 90 

91 

ular . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111 & 11 2 
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As the China National Aviation Corporation already had the mail rights 
between Shanghai and P eiping, it was decided that all mail for delivery between 
these points should be carried by the planes of that company. At Peiping, mails 
originating between Shanghai and P eiping for delivery to Linsi or lVIanchouli, 
were transferred to the planes of th e Eurasia Aviation Corporation. 

Mails originating at any point between Shanghai and lVIanchouli for deliv­
ery abroad were carried to l\'Ianchouli by planes of the Eurasia Aviation Cor­
poration . 

At lVIanchouli all mail was transferred to the Trans-Siberian Railroad which 
carried it t o Irkutsk at which point the mail was eith er continued to Berlin by 
t rain or was flown to lVIoscow by the l~ussian Air Post and th ere transferred to 
the German Air Post and flown to B erlin, depending upon th e amount of post­
age paid by th e send er. 

Mail originating in Europe was flown from B erlin to 1\'Ioscow by the Ger­
man Air Post and th ence to Irkutsk by the Russian Air Post and thence to 
Manchouli by rail. At Manchouli it was supposed to catch the Eurasia Aviation 
Corporation plane but very frequently, as th e Eurasia Aviation Corporatio11 
service operated but twice a week, the train arrived too late to make connections 
and, in consequence, although the air postage wa s paid, the letters were forward­
ed by rail, as is evidenced by th e following letter from th e postmaster at Man­
chouli: 

No. 357, 
General 

Samuel J. Mills, Esquire, 
Univer s ity of Nanking, 

Dear Sir: 

4 Ping Tsang Hsiang, 
Na nking 

Your let t e r of 15th December, 1931: 

POST OFFICE 
Lu p in (Manchouli) 2nd. Jan. , 19 3 2. 

The first c losed a ir m a il from Berlin d a t ed 16.6 .3 1 w as received at Lupin (Man­
chouli) o n 25th. June , 19 31 , and r eforw a rd ed from Lupin by train on the same day. 
Th e Eurasia a ir mail fli g ht was twice weekly, leavin g Lupin on Sundays and Tues­
days, whil e the Trans-Sibe rian Express train arrives from Moscow on Sundays , Tues­
days and Thursdays. Consequently mails inte nde d for air transmission by Eurasia 
received by the Thursday train were all r e forward e d by mail in order to avoid d e lay. 

Yours faithfully, 
( signed) , Song 

First Class Postma ste r. 

According to a letter received from th e Eurasia Aviation Corporation, 
dated lVIay 4, 1933, from th eir Shanghai office, trial flights between Shanghai and 
l\!Ianchouli were made in March 1931. 'fwo planes were used, Junkers W-33 
and Eurasia Aviation Corporation's Nos. 1 and 2, which were piloted by l\!Ie8srs. 
Lutz and Rathj e. Forty kilos of mail wer e carried and eight passengers. The 
discrepancy between th e number of planes and their number s is to be noted and 
it is a little uncertain wh ether this was one trial flight or several. 

This informat ion does not agree with that supplied by Mr. Church Chu 
who stat es th at trial flights were made on April 19 and 26 and on l\!Iay 5 and 10. 
On the first two of th ese, no air mail fee vvas charged, presumably it was charged 
on the latter flights. 

'J'h e first two dates are confirmed by l\!Ir. l\!Iacdonald who states that the 
planes arrived at Manchouli on April 20 and 27 r espectively . l\!Iail was carried 
on both flights for which no airmail f ee was charged. H e does not, however, 
mention the trial flights of l\!Iay 5 and 10. 

'!'h e April dates are further confirmed by a letter from th e Eurasia Aviation 
Corporation to Mr. Chollot, No. 1236, dated Shanghai, May 31, 1934, but re­
ceived by him Jun e 6, 1935. No mention of the May flights is made in this letter. 
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A letter from th e Eurasia Aviation Corporation , dated May 18, 1931, states 
that on th e fli ght between Shangh ai and l\Ianchouli on April 19 when free mail 
was ca rri ed, about 70 kilograms of mail and 25 kilograms of printed matter were 
taken each tim e. 

This in fo rmation would appear to be borne out by coYers in our possession 
which were franked b,v a 3 cents po:;tagc stamp and the same stamp with the 
l cent surcharge in reel. Th ese are can ce ll ed Shangha i, April 25, 1931, and back­
stamped Manchou:_i , Apri 27. Th e cover bears a chop ,,·ith two characters at 
the top as shown bclr ,,. : 

;.:r., Chu 

c/o ?oa t Cffi1.;e , 

l.ilnchouli , 

F ig;. :.!S. S hnng;hai- lU a n <-• houli 'rrial F li 1;; h t Co, ,e r. 

which r eads at the top "Eurasia" and t he two bottom columns" Avia tion 'l'rial 
Flight Exempt Expense l\lail Article.'' 

Another cover in our posse::-:sicn is fnrnked \Yith a 15 cents airmail stamp and 
a 7 cents and 13 cents postage stamp and is addressed to Berlin . Th e cover is 
marked "First Airmail Flight Nanking to Berlin " but it is evidently a first trial 
flight cover as th e stamps a re cancelled with th e usual postmark and are dated 
April 10, 1931, 8 P. M. Th e Manchouli postmark (also on the front of the cov­
er ) is dated April 20. Th e airmail stamp was not required, and t he ot her stamps 
make th e ·normal postal rate to Berlin. 'l'h er e is no postal backstarnp on the 
cover but there is a cachet reading" American Embassy Received April 30, 1931, 
Berlin, Germany." 

From Manchouli to Berlin this letter must have travelled by r ail. 
W e have no covers of th e May trial flights, nor have we ever seen any. 
According to the letter of the Emasia Aviation Corporat ion mentioned 

above, the first regular flight on thi i:; lin e took place on July l , 1931, and the 
same pilots and planes were used and carried 300 kilograms of mail and no pass­
engers. 'l'his is evidently a typist 'f.: error as far ai:; the date is concerned. Ac­
cording to Mr. Church Chu, who is confirmed by covers and postal notifications, 
mail for th e first regular flight was r eceived at Slianghai on May 28 and closed 
on th e 30th. in the evening. It was all postmarked lVfay 31 and \Vas taken earl.v 
that morning to Hungjao Air Field from where it ·was flown at 5 A. lVI. in a 
Junkers plane F-13 for Peiping. Th ere were approximately 38 kilograms of 
mail, of which the larger part, mostly r egistered, was for foreign countries 
(Chinese Philatelic Society Monthly Vol. 3, No. 8-9, Pagel). The aviators were 
Germans. Th e plane left Nanking at 7 :30 A. 1\1. with four more kilograms of 
mail which wer e all transferred to th e plane \V-33 at P eiping. The plane left 
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Peiping at 3 P. l\I., reached fonsi at 6 :30 P. M. May 31, where it spent the night. 
No mail was t11ken on at r ... insi (Letter of the Postal Commissioner at Tientsin 
date<l July 14, 1931 ) . On June 1 it left Linsi at 6 A. l\I. and arrived at Man­
chouli at noon of the s11me day. This mail was all cancelled at Manchouli, ,June 
11>t, and covers for Berlin carried on this flight 11re b11ckstamped June 11 at 
Berlin. 

First flight m11il from Nanking and Tsinan addressed to Manchouli bears 
the cancellation of the dispatching offices of May 31 and is cancelled at 
Manchouli, June 4, because this mail was carried to Peiping by the China 
National Aviation Corporation's plane and, missing connections with the Eurasia 
Aviation Corporation's plane, remained in Peiping for three days and was then 
picked up by the second flight of the Eurasia Aviation Corporation. It was 
taken to Linsi where it spent the night and arrived at l\fanchouli on ,June 4 
and is cancelled as of that date. 

According to Mr. Church Chu (Chinese Philatelic Society Monthly, Vol. 3, 
No. 8-9, page 3) the mail carried on this flight w11s: 

"To Great Britain: Registered letters 135, weight 1670 grammes. 
Ordinary letters 182, post cards 4, total weight 1440 grammes. 

France: Registered letters 131, weight 1440 grammes. 
Ordinary letters 40, weight 6140 grammes(?). 

Germany: Registered letters 662, weight 8019 grammes. 
Ordinary letters 247, post cards 15, total weight 2860 grammes. 

Holland: Registered letters 35, weight 408 grammes. 
Ordinary letters 10, post card 1, total weight 100 grammes. 

Austria-Hungary: Registered letters 54, weight 590 grammes. 
Ordinary letters 11, post cards 10, total weight 125 grammes. 

Switzerland: Registered letters 26, weight 366 grammes. 
Ordinary letters 125 , weight 1203 grammes. 

All the above were entirely carried by mail-planes. In addition to these, 
there were some sent to Manchouli by air for trantlmission by the Siberian train, 
and they are as follows: 

Registered letters 3 3 4, weight 3 9 9 5 grammes. 
Ordinary letters & post cards 6, total weight 1280 grammes. 
Domestic registered letters, 4 bags, weighing 3 7 8 0 grammes. 
Domestic ordinary letters, 1 bag, weighing 120 grammes. 
RegiRtered letters, 1 bag, weighing 250 grammes for the Lin-si Station, Jehol, mak­

ing a total of some 30,000 grammes or 30 kilos of mail matter sent by air from 
Shanghai." · 

It will be noted that this total weight of 30 kilos does not agree with that 
of 38 kilos given by the same author in the same publication in another article 
on page 1. This may be due to an error of printing. Also the weight of the 
40 letters to France seems excessive as is evidenced by the question mark after 
it in the original article. 

South-going mail, received at Manchouli, for the first flight south, had the 
commemorative chop of June 1. Mails were closed that evening and left 
Manchouli on the W-33 at 9 A. M. of June 2, arriving at Peiping, via Linsi, 
at 7:J5 P. M. June 2. 

Mail from abroad arriving on this plane was held in Peiping for the night of 
June 2, and at 4 A. M. on the 3rd. was forwarded direct to Shanghai on the F-13, 
arriving at 2 :30 P. M. It is all cancelled Shanghai, June 3. Domestic mail, 
originating at Manchouli for 'rsinan, Nanking and Shanghai, was taken to the 
Peiping post office, and there being no flight on the 3rd., was forwarded on the 
China National Aviation Corporation's plane on the 4th. to 'l'sinan and Nanking. 
At Nanking it caught the night train for Shanghai arriving at 6 :50 A. M. June 
5 and is all cancelled there as of that date. 

We quote below the translation of a letter received from the German Post 
Office in regard to the service from Berlin: 
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POSTAMT 2 
Postcheckkonto Berlin Nr. 14210 

Reichsbankgirokonto 
- VIII-

(Bitte in ber Antwort Nr. u . 
Gegenstand anzugeben. 

Mr. Maynar d Andrus 
Berlin W 10 , 

B endlerstrasse 3 9, 
Emhassy of the U. S. A., 

Berlin 

Re. Your letter of the 26th. 

Berlin C, d en 29. Oktober 1931 
Konigftr. 61/62 

Fernsprecher: E 1 Be rolina 0010 

Through the arranging of an airmail line Mandschuli-Shanghai, th e r e was a 
t emporary a irmail se rvice during this last year to China via Moskow-Irkutsk. How­
eve r , the distance between Irkutsk and Manschuli was covered by the railway. The 
first flight over this route took p lace from Berlin on June 16 , the last flight on 
July 14. 

For the Postoffice: 
(sicrnature, not r eadable) 

'l'he Eurasia Aviation Corporation prepared 3000 special envelopes for 
firfit flight use. 'l'hese are printed in 4 co~on; with an em bossed colorless se;i l. 
'l'hr.v were :o:old at 5 cents Mex. 

Fig-. 2 H. S han i:; h :ti - l~ n ;:; l n nd Firs t F li :C."" h t S 1>t"t." i:ll Ctn ·e .. . 

F i14·. 21lB. 
S 1•ec i:ll B:1c k s t :11111.t u sed :1t 

S l1 :111"l1 :1i 4>11 c o ver 
f 1·01n ~lanchouli. 

F i~· . 2HA_. 
S han :.:; l1:1 i S 1> ec i :a l P ost1u:tr k . 

F iµ;. 29 C. 
S 1•ee i:ll P os tn1:1 rk u "'etl :1t 

1U a n c h o uli . 
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'!'he special postmarks used flt intermediate points are the same as that used 
at Shanghai except for the town names and dates. 

One thousand envelopes were sold at Shanghai and 2000 distributed among 
postoffices en route, of which 350 were sold at Nanking. How many of these 
were postally used and how many kept as souvenirs is not known. 

rL'h Pre werp two printings of 1500 each, slightly different in color, caused by 
the c1Pmand exhausting the first lot s<>me days before the flight took place. 
It was intended that the colorless seal be p la ced on the back of the envelope 
but. by error, it was put on the face. Upon discovery of this error, the printer 
was ordered to COlTPct it and place an additional seal on the back of those 
orig-inally clone. The printer, however, only corrected a few copies and there 
arc therefore 3 varieties of this envelope. 

a- seal on both sides (rarities) 
!J- one seal on back 
c- one seal on the face (the most common) 

The Director General of Posts had prepared 16 commemorative chops of 
copper. Of these, the Shanghai, Nanking and Peiping offices had four each. 
rrientsin had one, although there \Yas no air mail station there at that time. The 
chop was at the City postoffice, which accepted some mail and did cancel it with 
thifi chop. Mr. ChoJlot states he has seen a Tientsin-Peiping and has a Tientsin­
Shanghai cover, cancelled with the commemorative chop June 4th and back­
stamped Shanghai, June 7th. rrsinan, Linsi and Manchouli had one each. 
Airmail r eceived at sub-offices was sent to the main office where it was cancelled 
with one of the above special chops. Th ese chops were in use for seven days, 
May 81 to June 6 inclusive. At lVIanchouli, however, the r eturn chop was used 
from ,June 1st. and at Linsi from June 6th . Chops were prepared for registered, 
express and ordinary mail and parcel post. Th ey differ slightly in the number 
of lines on them and in the type of the elate. 'l'h e top lines of the cbop reads 
"To Commemorate the Inauguration of International Airmail Service." Below 
tiir plane is the name of the sending office and at the bottom is the date. The 
Chinese characters on the special envelopes mean the same thing as the top of 
the chop but are in seal form. 

According to a letter dated 12th. March, 1936, from Major Elbridge Colby, 
l. S. A., ·who received it from the Eurasia Aviation Corporation's Shanghai 
Office, through the American Consulate-General in Shanghai, the Peiping­
Man~houli Section of thi:,; route was cancelled on July 2, 1931 and the whole 
route cancelled on November 1 of the same year. This is confirmed in the 
above mentioned letter of the Compan y to Mr. Chollot. 

Trial Flight Peiping-Tihwa and Return, (47• •
8

) 

December 20, 1931. 
'l'ihwa, abo known as Lfrnrntsi or Urumchi, is the capital of Sinkiang· 

Province, situated in the northwest portion of that province about 1450 miles 
almost directly west from Peiping. 

A trial flight was made from Peiping on the morning of December 20, 1981, 
in the Eurasia Company's Junker plane vV-33. After making a very short 
stop at Pei-ling Temple, in Sui-yuan, it continued to Nio-sui-ho (We use the 
name given in our original information in regard to this flight. rrhe place seems 
to be variously known also as Jao Sui Ho, Ro Sui Ho, Zho Sui Ho and 
Jehshuihotze ) , its scheduled destination for that night. The plane did not 
reach its destination that night on acconnt of darkness and the pilots were 
unablr to attract the attention of anyo11 e, although th ey fired several shots into 
t he air . 'l'hey were obliged to spend the night in a clrserted city, sleeping in 
t heir plane. 'L'he flight was resumed the next morning when a camel caravan 
was sighted whose leader directed them to the Company's gasoline station in 
Nio-sui-ho, which was reached during tl1e morning. 
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The plane spent the rest of the day and the following night there, and 
presumably arrived at Tihwa on the afternoon of t he 22nd., but the mail is not 
postmarked at Tilnrn until the 24th. 

'l'he above information was furnished partly by th e Eurasia Aviation Com­
pany in a letter elated l\Iarch 4, 1933, from Shanghai, and is taken also in part 
from th e China J ourna J of F ebruary, 1932, Vol. 16, No. 2. 

It has been suggested th at December 23 of that year was a Sunday, but this 
is not the case, and the more probable explanation is that t he mail \Vafl held np 
by the l\Ii litary Cem;or and not cleliYcrecl to the postoffice until the 24th. 

On J anuary 8, 1932, the same plane started on its ret urn trip early in t he 
morning, and the first stop was made at Nio-sui- ho wh ere it stayed for one nigh t 
and started for P eiping in the morning, a rrivin g t here t he same afternoon, viz., 
Januarv 9th . 

Th~ outbound mail weighed 2800 grammes and consisted of three covns and 
one r egistered cover from Tientsin , and 56 ordi nary letters, 28 postcards and 
five newspapers from P eiping. Th e r eturn mail weighed 8200 grammes and 
consisted of 95 r eg·ister ed lettr r s and a numbr r of ordinary ar ticles (details 
not r eported ) . 

Th e covers we have for thi s fli ght are th e usual official ai rmail envelopes 
bearin g ordinary post stamps which a re postmarked P eiping, December 19t.h ., 
and hackstamped 'l'ih wa, December 24th. 'J'h ese covers were sent back to 
P eiping by the same plane on its return trip and , for t he return trip , are post­
markPcl Tihwa, J anuar y 7th ., and backsta.mped P eiping, ,January 9th ., t he dis­
crepancy between t he elates of th e cancellat ion and the official elates of the 
flight being probably clue to the fact that th e mails " ·er e '.!losed th e night befor e 
the plane fl ew. 

Th e covers bear in t he upper left corner Chin ese characters r eading " Please 
R eturn 'J'his JJetter by th e Northwest 'J'rial Flight Plane." 

Ther e are in dications that th ere were several tria l Aig hts on th is line but the 
abOYf' is th e only one of whi ch we have any r rcor cl and th e route was never · 
establ ished as far as we have heard. 

/ 
// / 

I,,. 
',// ; / / 

• 
- J -. ( ·~. 

/ 

Fig. ao. '11 rial F' li g;h t Ccn·cr P ei 1• i 11 .;.:;- ' l'i lnn 1 a n d Hetu r n . 
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Shanghai-Tihwa Route. 

Nanking-Loyang-Sian Section, (51
• 

5 3
) 

April 1st, 1932. 

The Eurasia Aviation Corporation had been considering the opening up of a 
route between Nanking and rrihwa, with a possible further extension to Europe, 
as an alternative to the Shanghai-l\Ianchouli Trans-Siberian Route. While this 
was under consideration the Japanese made their attack on Shanghai, destroying 
the Chapei section and the world-famous Commercial Press Building. rrhey 
also at one time threatened 1\'anking· which caused the Government t emporarily 
to move the capital to Loyang. This combination of circumstances cansed the 
first link of the route to be opened on April 1, 1932, between Nanking, Loyang 
and Sian. 

Loyang, whose ancient name was I-Ionanfu, is situated in the northwest 
corn•~r of Honan Provin ce about 420 miles northwest of Nanking and the same 
distance southwest of Peiping. It was not a very important city at this time, 
but it is a very ancient one. In B. C. 781, the Emperor Yii Wang, of the Chou 
Dynasty, made it his official headquarters and it again became the capital of 
China about the beginning of the Christian era under the Han Dynasty. 

Sian, or Sianfu, meaning "Western P eace" is the capital of Shensi Province 
and is a bout 580 miles northwest of Nanking and about 195 miles west by south 
of I~oyang. It is also known as Chang·an (Everlasting Peace) in the postal 
service . 

.According to the Postal Commissioner at Sian, in a letter dated July 2, 1932, 
a trial flig·ht from Nanking to Sian was flown on March 22, 1932, and the first 
r eturn flight from Sian to Nanking vrns flown on l\Iarch 24. We have no infor­
mation other than the above in regard to this flight and have never seen or heard 
of any covers that were carried. 'l'he Eurasia Aviation Corporation gives the 
date of this flight (letter to Mr. Chollot) as March 15th., but gives no date for 
thP rever;.;e flight. 

Th e first regular flight from :\Tanking to Loyang and Sian was made on 
April 1, 1932. No special chop;; seem to have been used. Covers are franked 
with 4 cents ordinary post stamps and 15 cents airmail stamps which are can­
celled Nanking, l\Iarch 31, 1932, and are backstampecl April 1. Th e flying time 
between Nanking and Loyang is 41;~ hours and between Loyang and Sian is 
2 hours, or 6% hours between 2\'anking and Sian. 

According to the Postal Commissioner above quoted, the date of the first 
regular return flig·ht from Sian to ~anking was .April 1, but, according· to the 
cowr;.: in our possession, this first flight from Sian to .:-\anking· was not made 
until April 7, letters being postmarked Sian, April 6, and backstamped Nanking, 
April 7, and also Nanking, April 8, the first postmark indicating the date of the 
plant>'s arrival and the second, the datr of the distribution of the mail from 
sub-stations in the city. 

While the first r etnrn flight from Sian to Nanking appears to have been 
mar1e on April 7th., a;.: above stated, the first return from Loyang to Nanking 
seems to have been made indt>pendently of the Sian-i\'anking return flight and 
took place on April 5th . 

rovers in our possession are postmarked Sian, April 5, 10 o'clock, and are 
bacbitarnped Nanking, April 5, and Nanking, April 6, being r espectively the 
date of the arrival of the plane and the date of distribution of mail from sub­
;.;tations. Letters are franked with J cents postage stamp and 15 cents airmail 
stamp. 
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Peiping-Loyang Branch Route, (52
• 

54) 

April 5, 1932. 

In c.onnection with the Nanking-Sian Route, the route from Peiping to 
Loyang was established. According to the Postal Commissioner, at Peiping, in 
letter No. 12553 Gen., dated July 15, 1932, the first plane from Peiping to 
Loyang left o!1 April 5, 1932 and carried 22 registered letters, 3 express pack­
ages and 24 pieces of ordinary mail matter, with a total weight of 330 grammes. 
The first flight from Loyang to Peiping took place on April 8 and carried 6 ex­
press letters, 9 registered letters and a number of ordinary articles the total 
weight being 550 grammes. ' 

Th e only cover we have of this flight is an express letter which was franked 
with 24 cents ordinary postage and 30 cents air postage, and is postmarked 
Peiping, April 4, 8 P. M. and is backstamped Loyang, April 5. All registered 
mail carried from Peiping on this flight is postmarked April 4. 

Owing to the sm;pension of the Nanking-Peiping Route via Siichow and 
Tsinan, on June 8, 1931, this route became the only direct 'airmail line from 
Shanghai to Peiping. 

'l'he Peiping-Loyang· Route was, at this time, a branch line of the Eurasia 
Aviation Corporation. Later on, the Peiping-Loyang section was extended to 
Hankow. 

On May 1, 1934, the Canton-Peiping through route was opened, and, 
according to list of flights furnished to 1\fr. Chollot by t he Eurasia Aviation 
Corporation, the Peiping-Loyang route was cancelled on October 16, 1934. It 
had become a part of the through route. 

Sian-Lanchow Section, (56 • 5 s, 5 v, ao ) 

May 18, 1932. 

Sian (Sianfu ), or Changan, the capital of Shensi Province, was located in 
the previous section. 

Lanchow is the capital of Kansu Province and is about 310 miles northwest 
of Sian and 720 miles southwest of Peiping. Its name in th e Post Office Depart­
ment is Kaolan. 

According to the Acting Postal Commissioner at Lanchow, letter dated 
June 30, 1932 (No. 2504 Gen. ) , a trial flight between th ese points took place on 
May 13, 1932. As it was not known exactly what date t he trial flight would 
take place, mail was left at the post-office and cancelled several days before 
the flight, which accounts for the discrepancy in the date. 

The first return trial flight from Lan chow to Sian took place on J\fay 17, 
according to the previously mentioned letter No. 2504. \Ve have a cover that 
was intended to be flown on the first return flight. This carries 6 cents in ordi­
nary postage and a 15 cent airmail stamp. These are cancelled I1anchow, May 
16, but the letter is baclrntamped Sian, May 19, showing that it was carried on 
the first reg·ular return flight . 

The first r egular flig·ht from Sian to Lanchow was made on 1\fay 18, when, 
according to the Postal Commissioner above quoted, a weekly service each wa y 
was inaugurated. Planes left :\'anking for Lanchow, via Loyang and Si:rn, 
on W ednesdays, and returned from Lanchow to Nanking on Thursdays. 

'!'he above information is confirmed bv Postal Notification No. 155 from 
the Su-\Van District Head Office, Nanking,.dated May 19, 1932. 

'fhere seems to be some confusion in regard to th e return flight covers that 
we have seen. Those in our possession (we have a number ) carry 6 cents orcJi­
nary postage and a 15 cents airmail stamp and were flown from Lanchow to 
Sian. The stamps are all postmarked Lanchow, 1\Iay 16, but are backstamped 
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at 8ian, l\Iay 19. As the plane could not possibly have taken more than one day 
to fly from l1anchow to Sian, it is our opinion that th ese covers were mailed on or 
before May 16 and, as t he.v were not e.·press ly marked fo r the t rial flight, they 
" ·ere held at t he post office until the first reg·ular return flight took place on 
May 19. 

Lanchow-Tihwa Section, ("1
• 

6 J) 

On .August 18, 1932, an effort was madr to open this section to r eg ular 
tn1ffic, but owing· to accidents to two planes, the proposition was abandoned 
temporari ly and it was decided th, t the next ~ection of the through route should 
be from J_Janchow to Siichow. Th e abortive effor ts jm;t al'nded to will be treated 
under the final section of the lin e. They are noted lwre to preserve the chrono­
logica l sequence. 

Lanchow-Stichow Section, (""· 01
) 

November 13, 1932. 

RLicbow (lCiuch uan) is situated just inside t he Great \ Vall in the " neck" 
of Kamm Province, 380 miles northwest of Lancb ow and 590 miles southeast of 
Tiliwa. According to t he Po:,;tal Commissioner at Lanchow (Letter No. 2510 
Gen. dated December 20, 1932 ), a trial flight from Lanchow to Siichow, carrying 
mai ls, left J_Janchow on November 13, 1932, and arr ived at Suchow on the 15th. 
It returned to Lanchow on t he 17th. 

It was inconceivable to us why a plane shonld take t hree days to fly from 
Lanchow to Sii chow, so we wrote to the P ostal Commissioner at Lanchow calling 
attention to these elates and asking for verification. \Ve r eceived his reply dated 
l\Iarch 2, 1933 (Letter No. 2514 Gen.) in which he stated th e dates as given in 
tht> fin;t above letter were correct, and we can only accept his statements of the 
farts as correct, as we have no cover carried on this fli g ht, and t hat, for some 
reason, th e plane actually d id leave on t he 13th. and did not a rrive until the 
15th .. or else, that the mail was c'osed on the 18th ., but t hat it was not actually 
flown until t he morning of the 15t h. , arriv ing at Siichow t be same day. 

On the return tria l flight, whi ch also carried mail, letters are postmarked 
Nov(~m ber 13. Th e mail reac hed Lan chow on t hr 17t h., and was backstamped 
thne as of that date. \Ve have not been able to find the exact date on wl1ich the 
trial flig·ht plane left Siichow, but it was probab)y on th e morning of th e 17th., 
thr mails being closed sometime before, and kept wai ting. 

\Ve have no information or covers covering th e inaugurat ion of t he regular 
flighrs from T1anchow to Siic how and return, other t han the statement in letter 
~o . 2fil0 Gen., that the Shanghai-'l'ihwa airmai l line was formall y inaugurated 
on the 15th. of December , 1982, as will be clrscribed further on. 

Lanchow-Tihwa Section, (u'. GJ, us, 09 ) 

August 18, 1932. 

An endeavor to comp lete the lin e from Lanchow to Tihwa resulted in a 
tria l flig·ht from J_Janchow on August 18, 1932, letters carrying 9 cents regular 
po,-;t;:ig·e and 30 cents airmail. 

According to the Postal Commissioner at Lan chow (Letter No. 2514 Gen. ) 
"For certain reasons, the airplane \\·as wrrcked on leaving the aerodrome. 
Another aeroplane aga in left J1a11chow on the 26th August, 1932, for the west, 
making· a second trial flight to 'L'ihwa, but wa1-; damaged at Pingfan (Yungteng), 
210 li (70 miles ) west of fornchow, t hroug h forced land ing." 
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'l'h e mail was forwarded by courier to Tihwa and did not arrive there until 
October 30, the distance being 970 miles in an a irline. Th ese two crnshes causeJ 
the tempor ary suspension of this route as prevously related. 

It was orig·inally presumed t hat t he mail which reached 'l'ihwa on October 
30 was t hat carried after th e crash of th e first plane men tion ed, but in th e ligh t 
of letter No. 2514, it would seem that after t lw fir:st crash t he mail was held 
for the second plane and was forwarderl , aft er the second crash, from Pingfan. 

Still anot her trial fli ght from Lanchow to Tilnva was made on November 18, 
1932, accord ing to letter No. 2510 Gen. from the Postal Commission er at 
Lanchow, and this p lane reached Tihwa on th e 25th . 

According to t he letter of th e Eurasia Aviation Corporat ion to Mr. Chollot, 
previously quoted, this trial flig ht was made on 2\fovember 21. This seem to us a 
more likely elate in vi ew of t be fact that t he plane arrived at Tihwa on the 25th. 

'l'he r everse flight from Tihwa to Lancbow was made on Decembrr 1, 1932, 
and arrived at Ijancho\\" the same cla y. Accord ing- to the Postal Commissioner 
above mention ed (Letter No. 2510 ) the plane carried several kilograms of mail 
matter each ·way. 

Our covers for this r eturn flight are franked with a -! cen ts and 5 cents 
junk sta mp, surch arged with the usual Sinkiang overprint, and ar e postmarked 
Tihwa, November 29, and backstamped Lanchow, December 1st. All mail on 
t hese t ri al flights was carried free of airmail charge, and, although some covers 
do appea r with airmail stamps, th ey were not necessary. 

·w e again have no information as to the opening of a r eg ular line between 
Lanchow and Tilrwa, nor have we seen any covers carried on such a flight. It 
is possible that the regular opening of t he lin e between Lancbow, Si\chow and 
Tihwa was not made until th e through route from Shanfdiai to 'l'ihwa was 
opened. 

First Trial Flight to Tchukuchak, (68 A ) 

November 23, 1932. 

Jn t he list of flight>; furnish ed by t he Burasia Aviat ion Corporation to 
J\Ir. C'hollot, t he above fli g ht is given with no furth er info rmation about it. It 
probably started from I1anchow, bnt mily have i'tarted from some point further 
east. No information is given as to th e i,et urn fli g ht or wh ether or not any 
mail was carri ed. 

Tchukuchak (not shown on ou r map ) is approxim ately 225 miles northwest 
of 'l'ih wa in Outer l\fongoli a and was origin ally intended to be t he western 
terminus of th e lin e. 

Trial Flight Tihwa-Nanking, (Im) 

November 27, 1932. 

l1etter No. 602 of t he Eura~ ia Aviation Corporation, dated March 23, 1935, 
to J\Ir. Chollot states t hat t he plane left 'l'ihwa on ~ovember 27, 19:32 and arr ived 
at Lanchow on December l. It would seem as if t his is the same fli ght that the 
Postal Commissioner at Lanchow sa ,,·s wa s made on December l. On the other 
hand, we cannot understand why it should take five days for the flig ht . It 
might be that it was the r eturn Ai g ht of th e plane t hat went to 'l'chukuchak on 
November 23rd. and t ha t the fli g ht stated to have been made on December 1 
was made by another plane. 'l'h e \\"h ole mattr r is very confused. 'i'Ve have 
been unable to straighten it out and can only give ::; uch facts as we have bren 
able to obtain with t he idea of putting t hem on record, and wit h t he hope that 
future students, nearer to the spot, may sometim e be able to untangle the snarl. 

Mr. Chollot has one cover postmarked Tihwa, November 27, 1932, Lancl1 ow, 
December 1, and P eiping December 2, and another postmarked Tihwa, November 
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27, 1932 and baclrntamped Peiping December 2nd. Our cover is postmarked 
Tihwa, November 27, 1932 and is backstamped at Nanking, December 2. 

M 
~ ::>-
~~, 

i!! 

PAR AVION 

S· J. "M.1lla, ~eq ., 

Univ. of Nan.king, 

Nankir.g. 

Trial .flight airmail , 
Tihwa to IA.nchow. 

F i~· . ai. 'l'rial F liµ;ht Ctn·e1· 'l 1 ilnn1- N anki11;:; " ·i th 1.•air 15 Ce nt P rtn·hdonals. 

This cover is of peculiar interest as it is franke<l \1·ith a 4 cents and a 5 cents 
junk stamp with the reg·ular s;nkianµ· overprint, and, in addition, ·with a hori­
zontal pair of 15 cents stamps of the Heaper type a' so with the Sinkiang over­
print. On the latter there is an additiona l oYerprint in r ed of the two characters 
"Hang"-"K'ung," meaning "aerial." Th is i~ the first time these provis ionals 
were <;pen b.v us. 

From the best information obtaillable, therf' were no airmail st<lmps in 
Ti lnrn at this time anc1 the postmastf' l' 11·as authori zed to OYerprint a limited 
numbf'r of thf' 15 CC'nts and 30 CC'nts Sinkiang· i s~.uf',.; (Scott's ~os. 1142 and 
111.J. ) as Pro\·ision;:il Airmails. The 15 cent ra te 1rn s to Lanchow and the 
30 Cf'nt rnte to points beyoml. Thesf' 01·erprintf'd sta mps 11·ere not used on all 
of tbr mail carried on this flight and m;:iil with ordina ry stamps is much moTe 
common. 

'Ne have g iven 1'11 e date of t his flight as of :'\oyember 27, l!J32, brca usf' of th e 
facts above stated. However, we exceedingly doubt wbf't her the plane actually 
fle11· on that date. as we l!an seen ot l!cr c0Ye1·s t ha t were elated on th <' 28th. 
Vve arf' in clin ed to believe that the plane actua lly flew on the 28th. or 29th., 
as t lw covers are backsta.mped at Nanking ancl Pei.ping on December 2nd. 

\Ve have enclf'a vored to get m.ore information in r ega rd to the exact date 
of the flight but have been unablr to do i-iO. 

Dr. C. W. Luh , of P eiping;, an ardent phi ' atelst , states t hat he has seen at 
least on e hundred stamps of the 15 cents and :10 cents denominations, both on 
and off cover , and the datf's of t he cancellations vary. There are several sub-
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offices in Tihwa. For Office B the only cancellation he has seen is in Chin ese and 
is of ~ovember 27th. 'l'he cancellation for Office C is elated with Arabic num er­
als, and mo;<t of th ese stamps bear the date of November 28th. H e also has seen 
some elated on the 26th. This " ·ould be easily explained by the fact that the 
cancellation may have been applied on the letter some clays befor e the flig-ht. 

He concludes that the first flight took place on November 28th., and says that 
collectors around P eiping all ta ke it for gTanted that the plane took off on the 
28th. All information as to th e elates of flights from Tihwa east is very vague 
and uncertain and we have been unable to get any official information in regard 
to it, other th an that g· iven above. 

At a later date t he air r ate having been increased to 20 cents and the 
double rate to 40 cents, th e postmaster was anthorizecl to overprint the 5 cents 
and 10 cents (Scott's Nos. 1137 ancl 11.J.O ) to be used with th e other overprints 
to m:ike UD th e increased rates. T he latter Provisionals are said to have been 
issurcl on -.June 6, 1933, and have been seen on covers that were postmarked 
'l'i hwa, Jun e 20 and 22. 

• • 
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• • • 

IY!MI~~~:~~~~ 
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• 

~~~· ~~~~~ 
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S inki:t n;.:; P r• tn· i sio na ls. 

These provisionals wne understood to have been issued in extremely f>Jl1all 
quantiti es and were exceedingly diffi cult to obtain, and, as all mail connections 
with Tihwa wer e interrupted in t he fa ll of 1933, it was impossible to secure any 
definit e information. 

Dr. T..iloyd S. H.ulancl , however, obtain ed sets of the second lot before the 
interruption. :Nine of these sets were ca ncelled to order "·ith the presumed date 
of issue, June 6, 1933. Th e r est, 40 sets, were in larger blocks with cancellation 
Junr 7 or July 13, 1933, on th e sheet margin. 

ln ,January 1935, having received inform ation th at the number of stamps 
was very much greater than anyone had been led to suppose, the authors com­
municated with the Slrnngbai Philateli c Society, \\·ho forwarded to us a copy 
of th e following letter which the Society had r cceiw d from the Post Office 
Department: 
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MINISTRY 01<-, COMMUNICA'L'ION S 

No. 3627 
General 

Dear Ma da m, 

Directorate General of Posts, 
Shanghai 

17th Decembe r, 1934. 

I a m direc ted to acknow ledge r eceipt of your letter da t ed th e 1st instant, and, 
in r e pl y, to inform you tha t , according to data available h er e, th e number of Sin­
ki a ng provisional air-mai l stamps sold is as follows: 

5-cent 3209 
10-cent 5050 
15-cent 790 
30-cent 750 

The Sinkiang Postal Commission er has been instruct ed to cease selling these 
stamps as regu la r issues have a lready been supplied to that district. 

CERTIFIED TO BE A TRUE COPY 
SHANGHAI PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

(sig n ed) . A. Viola Smith 

To 

Hon. Secretary. 

Ma dam A. Viola Smith 
Honorary Secretary, 

Shanghai Philate lic Socie ty 
SHA GHAI 

Yours faithfu ll y, 

/ s / Tsu Mong-au 
First Secretary 

B / 0 Director Gen e ral of Posts. 

In spite of the officia l nature of th is communication , it seems impossible to 
believe that such quantities ever were issued, as the stamps wer e, without ques­
tion, of t he utmost scarcity and most difficult to obtain. 

Collector:-; in China and in th e W estern countries haYe been endeavoring to 
secure copies ever since th ey wrre first list ed in Scott's and other catalogues 
but ,,·ith very little success, and it would seem that th e quantities secured by Dr. 
Hul;rnd, a bovc mentioned, wrre th e largest that ever came out of China. 

lt is impossible to conceive that the airmail from Tihwa, for the limited 
period during which it was operated, could have possibly rn;ed up the numbers 
of copies said to have been sold , and, if such quantiti es actuall y wer e sold, 
t lw vast majority of t hem must sti ll be in hiding or have disappeared. 

On th e other hand , with th e efforts made to obtain copies of this issue it is 
hard to believe that some of tlir enthusia stic Chinese collectors should not have 
been able to contact the Tihwa postoffice and purchase th e stamps supposedly on 
hand there. 

It is hardly necessary to state that th ese provisionals will be most easy to 
coun terfeit and the greatest ca rr should be exercised in. purchasing th em. In 
th e authors' opinion, stamps on covers bearing th e early dates are much more 
desirnble than unused specimens. ln th e spring of 1936 rinite a number of covers 
fra nked with the provision als and also used stamps on parts of cover s came on 
th e market. Th ey are postmarked with va rious dates and, in th e absence of any 
information as to the dates of fli g hts made from Tihwa, it is impossible to check 
the a uth enticity of the ca ncellations. .i\Iost of the copies we have seen or heard 
of came from a firm of Chinese merchants in 'Tientsin which is said to have 
corresponden ts, or a branch, in Tihwa . 

W e are fortunate to possess two covers ca rrying t hese Provisional Airmail 
stamps. Th e first is a letter from Tilnva to Nanking, carrying a 4 cents and 
5 cents ordinary Sinkiang stamp and a horizontal pair of the 15 cents R eaper 
type with both overprints (See figure 31) . rrhese are postmarked Tihwa, 
November 27, 1932, and are backstamped at Nanking on December 2, 1932. This 
letter vvas addr essed to one of the authors. 

rrhe other cover was secured from a very r eliable source at a later date 
and is addr essed entirely in Chinese to so.me man in 'rientsin. It carries a pair 
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of 1/2 cent and a single 6 cents ordimiry Sinkiang postage stamp and a 30 cents 
with the double overprint. Th ese stamps :ne ca ncelled Tihwa , November 28th, 
1932, and th e cover is backstamped Ti rnbiin, December 3, 1932. The letter 
evidently was fl own from Tihwa eith er to J\':mking or Shanghai and then for­
warded by rail in the former case, or by plane in the latter , to 'l'ientsi n. It 
would th erefor e seem t hat the plan r <ictua lly left 'L'ihwa on th e 28th. or 29th. 
and not on the 27th. as usually supposed . 

\Ve have a third cover add ressed in Chinese franked with a 90 cents 2nd 
issue airmail stamp and one each of Scott's Nos. 1767, 1792, 1900 and 1901, 
(th e latter two being the 5 cen ts and 10 cents airmail provisionals). 'l'he stamps 
are cancelled Tihwa, July 20, 1933, and th e cover is backstamped with two 
P eiping postmarks, one d~ted ,July 21 and the other July 22. Ther e is a third 
back stamp r eading l\1engtsz, August 7, Hl33, 5 P . M. 

l\1engtsz is a town fa r south on th e border of Indo China, and why this 
letter should have been flo\\·n to P eiping and then forwarded instead of going 
by air to Shanghai and then south is an enigma . 

Its previous owner was under the impression that it was a direct flight 
from 'rihwa to P eiping, but had no proof that such a flight had been made. W e 
are of the opinion that it was flown to Loyang and thence to P eiping. 
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Pe1iping-Tihwa, (65 ) 

October 24, 1932. 

According to l\'Ir. Macdonald a test flight was made between Peiping and 
Tibwa on October 24, 1932, mail arriving at destination on November 22, 1932, 
and he states that he believes that if this is not a "crash" cover, trouble was 
expel'ienced by the plane. 

W e insert this fli ght on the a uthority of l\fr. Macdonald, but we ourselves 
have never heard of it beforr nor have any of the aviation officials or post­
masters with whom we have corre;;ponded ever mentioned such a test flight. 
The si lence of t he::;e official ::; does not mitigate aganst Mr. Macdonald 's statement, 
as usually they only answer direct 4uest ions. 

Jn connection with the above and with the cover last mentioned, we would 
say that there appears to be a persii:;tent rumor that one or more direct flights 
were made from 'l'ihwa to P eiping not over Route 3 as shown on the map. We 
havp been unable, as yet, to obtain any official information that would confirm 
or disprove this rumor. 
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Sometime in 1933 a new type of airmail envelope seems to have been issued. 
'fhis is shown in the cut above. The waving border and the characters in the 
upper left corner and the lin es to the right and bottom are all in yellow-green. 
ThP oblong in the center is in scarlet. The on'.v used copy in our possession 
carrie;;; stamps post.marked December 22, 1933, and is from Canton. Most of 
those we have seen , however, carried mail from Tihwa. 

Shanghai-Tihwa Through Route, (7'· 72
• 

77
) 

December 15, 1932. 

According to the Postal Commi8sioner at I:.ianchow, in letter No. 2510, dated 
December 20, 1932, ''The through Shanghai-Ijanchow-Tihwa airmail line was 
formally ina ugnrated on December 15, 1932, tempora rily maintaining once-two­
weeks air service each way; the plane arrived at Lanchow from Shanghai on the 
16th., and left for Tihwa on the 17th. The plane on its return flight will leave 
'l'ihwa on the 20th December, 1932." 

Our covers for the first flight from Shanghai to 'l'ihwa, which are registered, 
carry 19 cents ordinary postage :-;tamps, and a 15 cents and 45 cent:-; airmail 
stamp of th e second issue. 'l'hese are postmarked December 14, 1932, the night 
before th e p lane fle"" , and are backstarnped Tilrn·a, December 19. 

A. G. 1iuahur o 

c/o Poet Office, 

'lihwu, 

?irat !light uir-uuil~ 
lit•Ut::ing to '.t'ihWt.\ • . 

The first regular r eturn flight from 'l'ihwa to Shanghai took place on 
December 21, 1932. Our covers, wbich are reg;ister ed, carry th e same rate of 
por.;tage, vi7.., 19 cents regular postage and the same airmails. Th ey are post­
marked 'fi hwa, December 20, 1932, and backstamped Shanghai, January 2, 1933. 

According to a letter received from the Eurasia Aviation Corporation at 
Shanghai, dated April 12, 1934, operations on this route beyond I.Janchow were 
suspended on September 22, 1933, owing to poltical disturbances, and as far as is 
known, they have not yet been resumed. 

·while strictly not a Chinese airmai l flight, it is interesting to note here that 
it was the hope of the Eurasia Aviation Corporation to establish a through mail 
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line from Shanghai, via Tihwa, to Berlin. This was to replace the Trans-Siberian 
Route. In pursuance of this idea, Captains Polte and Utz, left Berlin on Ma;y 
31, 1933 with two W-34 Junkers planes, and flew the first flight across the center 
of A::,;ia, via 'fihwa, from Berlin to Shanghai in 11 days. 

Taking off from Berlin on May 31, they landed in Moscow on June 1st. 
After resting there for a few hours, they flew to Kasan, arriving on June 2. At 
Kasan they refuelled and arrived at Omsk on June 3 and at Sergiopol, the last 
Russian stop, on June 4. After a short stop they flew to 'l'chukuchak, in Outer 
Mongolia, reaching there the same day and spent the night. They arrived at 
'l'ihwa on the 5th., and at SU.chow on the 6th., where they spent a day and a 
night resting. From SU.chow, th ey flew to Lanchow the next day, from which 
point Captain Utz returned to SU.chow with Mr. Hwang Mo Sung, Head of the 
Pacification Committee, while Captain Polte proceeded on the 8th. and stopped 
at Nanking. He reach ed Shanghai on the 10th . 

Another through flight from Berlin was made on September 4th. by Captain 
Gerstenkorn with a similar plane. He arrived at Shanghai on September 9th., 
making a six-day flight from Berlin to Shanghai. 

As of possible interest to our readers, though with very little philatelic 
reason, we also note the delivery of another German plane for use on the 
Eurasia Aviation Corporation's lines, quoting from a letter of Dr. F. Altenburg 
(GPrman Consul General at Canton) : 

"The German Junker plane "Daban" type J. U. 5 2, which left Germany on 
...._u~ust 29th, 1934, arr ived in Canton on Wednesday, September 5th., and left for 
Shanghai the next morning . It made brief stops in Athens, Cairo, Bagdad, thence 
to Canton via Rangoon, Bangkok and Hanoi. 

"The plane has accommodation for 20 passengers and carried a crew of 4 per­
sons. They were Baron Von Gablentz, Chief Pilot and Managing Director of the 
Deutsche Lufthansa; Capt. Untucht, the well-known expert a nd inventor of catapult 
flying to South America; wireless operator Kirckhoff and mechanic Hensgen." 

No mention is made of any mail being carried. 
We feel that although this article is the story of the Chinese Air Post, it 

would not be complete unless mention of the above history-making flights was 
made, particularly as the pilots were engaged in delivering the planes they flew 
to the Eurasia Aviation Corporation for use on its lines. 

Canton-Peiping Route via Changsha-Hankow-Loyang and Taiyuan. 

In order to open up central China from north to south, the Eurasia Aviation 
Corporation undertook to establish a service from Canton to Peiping as above 
noted . This was also opened up in section S. 

Trial Flight Canton-Hankow via. Changsha, (7 5
• 

76
) 

May 10, 1933. 

This route was advertised by the following postal notification: 

Notification 1196 POST OFFICE Airmail Notice 

The public is hereby informed that a mail-carrying airplane of the Eurasia 
Aviation Corporation will depart for Changsha and Hankow tomorrow morning, the 
10th. of May, 1933, at 8 A. M. on a trial flight. 

Ordinary letters and postcards for transmission by this plane will be accepted 
up until 10 P . M. today at the Canton Head Office, West Bund. 

The airmail fee for letters and postcards is $ 0. 5 0 in addition to ordinary post­
tage per unit of 20 grammes. 

POST OFFICE 
Canton, 9th. of May, 1933. 

E. Nordstrom 
Postal Commissioner 

for Kwangtung 
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In accordance with the above postal notification, the plane left Canton as 
stated and carried mail for Changsha and Hankow. Covers for both points 
carried a special chop as shown in the cut below: 

6'J 0 g:; AA §. ~x 

~J~B + .FJ1i 4f =itlilK 

D ~- i·J; *-fli Jf: 

Eurasia Aviation Corporation 
Trial flight May 10. 1933 

Canton-Changsha-Hankow 

Plane f'olo 5 . 

Li Oj i n -Dsung. Director. 

f\ . Walter , Chief Technician . 

J. Rethie, Pilot. 
f. Jeude: Mechanic. 

F ig·. :'17. S 1•ecia l C hott 'l'ri:tl F li J,;·ht. 

The Chinese characters r ead substantially the same as those in Englsh. 
The covers for both points are postmarked Canton, May 10, 1933, 7 o'clock, 

Covers for Changsha are backstamped l\Iay 10, 6 o'clock P. M., and those for 
H ankow are backstamped 8 o'clock P. l\IL the same day. 

The plane did not stop at Changsha, the mail for that point being 
''dropped'' from the p lane over the aviation field where it was picked up by 
the local aviation officials and transferred to the post office in Changsha, as per 
letter of the Acting Commissioner of the Changsha Post office to Mr. J . M. X. 
Chollot, dated November 29, 1933, wh ich reads as follows: 

"I am in r ece ipt of your letter of the 20th. insta nt anent one bag of mail carried 
by a plane of the Eurasia Aviation Corporation on May 1 0, 1933, and, in reply, to 
confirm t h at it was dropped from the plane and then handed over to th is office by 
the local aviation Bureau ." 

This flight is of particular interest since it is the first "dropped" mail in 
the history of the Chinese Air Service. According to l\.'Ir. Macdonald the amount 
of mail carried on this flight was 32 covers from Canton to Changsha and 123 
cover~ from Canton to Hankow, a total of 155 covers. Our cover to Hankow is 
franked with 10 cents ordinary postage and three 15 cents second issued airmail 
stamps. That to Changsha is franked with 25 cents ordinary postage and two 
15 cents second issue airmails. 

Peiping-Taiyuan-Sian Route, (8 4A, 85• 88 ) 

March 1 & 13, 19'34. 

According to Mr. Macdonald a lin e was run from Peiping to Sian in March, 
1934. The information be gives is entir ely new to us and we take the liberty of 
quoting from his booklet," Airpost and Airmails of China 1920-1934" as follows: 
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"1934 (March 13th) Taiyuan-Sian. A pla n e le ft Peiping for Sian on a trial 
flight preparatory to opening the r egular service, and mail was carried on the above 
stage of abo ut 3 0 covers in all. Covers bear ordinary postal cancel lations of depart­
ture and arrival , Taiyuan 13th March 1934-Sian 13th March, 1934. 

" 1934 (March 16th) Sian-Taiyuan. R eturn of above flight, Siau 16th March 
1934. Taiyuan- 16th March, 1934. 

"1934 (March 16th) Taiyuan-Peip ing. Same flight Taiyuan- 16th March , 1 934. 
Peiping- 16th March, 1934. 

"1934 (March 16th) Sian-Peiping. Same flight . Sian- 16th March, 1934. 
Peiping- 16th March, 19 3 4. 

"I have seen letters from all the Postmasters concerne·d certifying that mail 
was carried on these flights and as far as I can ascertain only about 30 covers were 
carried on each of the above stages." 

Prior to May, 1936, the foregoing was the entire information we had re­
·ceived r egarding this new route. 

In May, 1936, we r eceived th e following covers, but no other information. 
PElPING-SIAN ( 84A). 'fhi s is labeled in writing "First Air Mail Pei­

ping-Sian." It carries a blue "PAR AVION" label and is franked with a third 
issuP 50 cents air mail stamp and a 5 cents postage stamp. These are cancelled 
Peiping, February 26, 1934, noon. 'L'he cover is backstamped Loyang, March 1, 
2 P. l\'l. and Sian, March 3, 3 P . lVL, and is addressed to Rev. C. J. Anderson. 
Sian. 

We have no information in r egard to this cover. It cannot belong to the 
above mentioned series of flights giYen by Mr. Macdonald as the dates do not 
agree. It might be an earlier trial flight or possibly it was flown over Route 4 
to l;oyang· then transferred over Route 3 to Sian, prior to the trial flights over 
the direct route. 

W e have also received tbe following covers: 
'r AIYUAN 'L'O SIAN ( 85 ) marked '"frial Flight and First F light Peiping­

Sian Air l\'Iail." It is franked with a third issue 25 cents air mail stamp and 7 
cents in ordinary postage, ·which are postmarked Taiyuan, farch 13, 1934, 9 A. 
M. and backstamped Sian, March 13, 1934, 6 P. 1\1. 
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SIAN TO TAIYUAN (86) marked "First Flight Sian-Peiping Air Mail," 
franked with a third issue 25 cents air stamp and two half-cent and a 2 cents 
and 3 cents postage stamp. These are cancelled Sian, March 16, 1934, 6 A. M. 
and backstamped Taiyuan, March 16, 1934, 2 P. M. 

SIAN TO PEIPING (86) marked "First Air Mail Sian-Peiping,'' franked 
with the same air stamp and a 5 cents postage stamp, cancelled as the above, anJ 
backstamped Peiping, March 16, 1934, 5 P. M. Another Sian to P eiping cover 
carries the same stamps, cancellations and backstamp. 

TAIYUAN TO PEIPING (86). Same marking and stamps but cancelled 
Taiyuan, March 16, 1934, 10 A. M. with the same Peiping backstamp. 

A letter from the District Deputy Commissioner at P eiping Post office, 
dated May 1, 1934, to Davlis Stamp Company at Hongkong, acknowledges 
receipt of covers sent there to be mailed on this flight and states "I am directed 
to inform you that there was no P eiping-Sian official trial and the covers in 
question wer e then forwarded today by the first official flight of the P eiping­
Taiyuan-Canton air mail, impressed with the special commemoration chop. You 
will r eceive them direct from the Postal Commissioners at Sian and Taiyuan, 
according to your previous arrangement.'' 

Evidently the covers he alludes to were non e of those above listed, since they 
went on the first through P eiping- Canton flight, to be described later. 

H e g·oes on to say in the n ext paragraph, "The ;35 covers r eceived from 
Sian and 'raiyuan through the 'l'rial Flight plane are enclosed her ewith." 

From his letter there would seem to bave been no trial flight from P eiping 
to Sian but that there was a trial flight from Sian to P eiping, which seems 
odd, to say the least. 

The Postal Commissioner at Yangku (Taiyuan ) in I1etter No. 8195 General, 
dated March 19, 1934, (also to Davlis Stamp Company ) acknowledges receipt 
of 30 covers sent to be flown on this route and says ''said covers were sent to 
Sian and P eiping per First Flig·ht which took place on the 13th. and 16th. 
instant respectively.'' 

'!'he Postal Commissioner's Office at Sian in Letter No. 326 General, dated 
March 14, 1934, (to Davlis Stamp Company) acknowledges receipt of 15 air 
covers sent from Taiyuan and says ''The direct service, it is said, will be 
inaugurated on the 16th. instant.'' 

P ending the arrival of more certain authentic information the r eader must 
form his own conclusions from the above. 

Our opinion is that cover 84A ·was flown from Peiping to Loyang after 
February 26, (its mailing date) probably on March 1, on the Peiping-Nan king 
Route. At r~oyang it was transferred to the Shanghai-Sian plane and delivered 
at Sian, March 3rd. 

W e think a trial plane was sent from P eiping to Sian on March 13, but 
(as Mr. Macdonald says) it only carried mail between 'raiyuan and Sian. In 
the absence of any time-table we believe this route ran from Peiping to Sian, 
via 'l'aiyuan, and that it did not go through Loyang, and, finally, that the 
regular run began at Sian on March 16. Subsequent information, however, may 
prOVf' our conclusions are wrong. 

A letter from the Davlis Sta.mp Company of Hongkong to Mr. Chollot, 
dated April 30, 1935, states that it was the original intention to have two 
separate services to connect Canton and Peiping. 'rhe first was to run from 
Canton to Sian and included a stop at Sing Yang·. The second service was 
between Sian and P eiping, via Taiyuan, and he then mentions the trial flights 
of March 13, 1934 and March 16, 1934, already noted. 

H e goes on to state that th e experience gained determined the authorities 
to have one service only and in consequence the Canton-Changsha-Hankow­
Loyang·-Taiyuan-Peiping route was selected. 

As the latest Eurasia Aviation Corporation time-table we have (November 
5-Deeember 31, 1935) does not list the P eiping-Taiyuan-Sian route at all, and 
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does list the Sian-Hanchung-Chengtu line as a separate unit, we infer that the 
Peiping-'faiyuan-Sian route was cancelled on or after November 16, 1934, on 
which date the junction of the north and south line with the east and west line 
was changed from Loyang to Chengchow. 

Of this inference we, as yet, have been unable to obtain any official informa­
tion. 

Canton-Peiping Route via Changsha, Hankow, Loyang and Taiyuan, 
(89, 90 ) 

May 1, 1934. 

'l'he Canton-Hankow service was extended to Peiping, via Loyang and 
Taiyuan, per Postal Notfication No. 1272, as follows: 

POS'l'AL NOTICE 

NOTIFICATION NO. 1272 

CAN'l'ON PEIPING AIR MAIL LINE 

Notice is hereby g iven tha t a direct air mail line connecting Canton with P ei­
ping, via Changsha, Hankow, Loyang a nd Yang Ku (Taiyuan) will be formally in­
augurated on 1st May , 1934, by the Eurasia Aviation Corporation, and a twice week­
ly service each way will be m a intained , viz. from Canton to Peiping and vice versa 
on Tuesdays an d Thursdays. 

This lin e which will replace th e existing Peiping-Loyang line, will connect with 
the Shanghai-Tihwa line of the Eurasia Aviation Corporation and the Shanghai­
Chengtu, Shanghai-Peiping, and Shanghai-Canton lines of the Chinese Na tional Avia­
tion Corp.- Mails for places on and in transit through this line may be accepted for 
air t:·ansmission. The rates of air postage may b e obtained on inquiry at the Post 
office. 

Air Mails for transmission over this line will be closed on Mondays and Wed­
n esdays as follows: 

Post Offi ce 

At Canton Head Office 
Ordinary mail up to 8.30 P. M. 
Registered mail up to 8.00 P. M. 

At Shameen sub-office 
Ordina ry mail up to- 6.00 P. M. 
Registered mail up to 5.30 P. M. 

At a ll oth et· sub-offices 
Ordinary mail up to 5 P. M. 
Registered mail up to 4.30 P . M. 

Canton , 30th April 1934 , 
E . Nordstrom 

Postal Commissioner 
for Kwangtung 

The cover in our possession is r egister ed and carries 90 cents airmail stamps 
of t he 3rd issue. 

Fig·. !i:UA. C:1uton S 1•e<•ial Postn1ark. 
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It is cancelled Canton, May 1, 1934, and ba ckstamped P eiping, l\lay 2, 1934, 
3 P. M., the plane arriving at 2 :15 on that date . The special cachet reads 
"Commemorating the Opening of the Peiping-Canton Aerial Service." On this 
flight the plane carried four officials of th e Eurai,;ia Aviation Corporation and a 
quantity of mail, the amount not stated. 

'l'he first flight from Peiping to Canton took place the i,;ame day, viz . May 
1st., and also carried mail with a special cachet. Our cover for this flight is 
registf'red and bears a 13 cents ordinary post stamp and on e each of the 30 Cf'nts 
and 45 cents airmail stamps of the second issue, which are cancelled by a special 
chop of the same desig·n, and dated May 1, 1934. 'L'here is also a second postmark 
dated Peiping, April 30. This is probably the date the letter was actually 
handed in at the post office for the flight, a day ah ead of th e scheduled date. It 
is bar:kstamped Canton, May 2, 1934, 6 P. lVL Evidently the mail was closed 
on Apri l 30th., and was flown on the 1st. It is stated that the Company's No. 1 
plane was used on the return flight and was piloted by a German flyer, Mr. 
Kaoester. We have no further details as to these flights. 

F i ;,;;. 4-0A. 

Pe i11in~· S 1•eei :1I Post n1:11·1\; 
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Fh!;. 40. l~t Re;.:; nla r F li i:;h t Pt" iJ•in i~;-Ca nton . 

According to Dr. C. \V. !Juh, of Yenching University, the routing of this 
line was changed on November 16, 1934, the planes crossing at Chengchow in­
stead of at Loyang. 

According to th e time-table of this route received in the fall of 1935, planes 
leave Canton at 10 :30 in the morning, anive at Changsha at 1 :50, leave at 2 :10, 
arrive at Hankow at 3 :50, where they spend the night. They leave at 8 :45 
in the morning, r each Chengchow at 11 :45, and after a thirty-five minute stop, 
arrive at Peiping at 4 :10. 

It is to be noted that no stop is listed at Taiyuan in spite of the official 
postal notification re the opening of the line. 

T n the absence of any official information it is our opinion that the 'I'aiyuan 
stop was omitted vrhen the intersection of the Canton-Peiping line with the 
Shanghai-'I'ihwa lin e was changed from Loyang to Chengchow. See a]f;o remarks 
at the end of the Peiping-Taiyuan-Sian route. 

Returning, planes leave Peiping at 7 :50 A. l\'I., arrive at Chengchow at 
11 :40, leave at one o'clock, r each Hankow at four o'clock and spend the night 
there. 'I' hey leave Hankow the following morning at 8 :00 o'clock, arrive at 
Changsha at 9 :40, leave at 10 :00 and arrive at Canton at 1 :20 P. l\'I. 

We are advised under date of August, 1935, that "the line is at present 
suspended owing to floods.'' Vv e believe this suspension was only temporary 
as the Eurasia time-tab1e effective November 5, 1935, lists the line as in operation. 

In the list of fligh ts sent to l\'Ir. Chollot by the Eurasia Aviation Corpo­
ration , the following iN given: 

Peiping- Canton Line: 
First trial to Hankow 21/4/1934 
First trial to Canton 24/4/1934. 

\Ve have no other information in regard to these but assume they were a 
second serie::; of trial flights made before the opening of the Canton-Peiping 
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through line, the first trials being those of May 10th, 1933. W e note them here 
as a matter of record as r eported by the Eurasia Aviation Corporation. W e 
have not listed these in Appendix A as it is not clear to us from what points 
the fli ghts started. 

Lanchow-Ninshia-Paotow Route, (91
) 

June 20 & November 1, 1934. 
According to the Eurasia Aviation Corporation 's time-table, effective 

September 25 to December 31, 1935, there is a scheduled route from Lanchow, 
via Ninsbia, to Paotow. Major Colby advises us that the first trial flight to 
Ninshia took place on May 15, 1934; the first trial fli ght to Paotow on October 
21, ] 934, and that the first regular flight to Ninshia was on June 20, 1934, and 
that to Paotow was on November 1st., 1934. 

W e have no other information in regard to this r oute except that given by 
the time-table which states that planes leave I..Janchow on W ednesdays and 
Saturdays at 8 A. M., arrive at Ninsbia at 10 A. JVL, stop for twenty minutes 
and are due at Paotow at 12 :30 P. M. Returning, they leave Paotow on 
Tuesdays and Fridays at noon, reach Ninshia at 2 P. M., stop twenty minutes 
ancl are due at J..Janchow at 4 :20 P. M. 

W e have never seen or heard of any covers carried on this line, but assume 
that it is a regular air mail route, even if no mail was carri ed on the trial flights. 

Sian-Chengtu route via Hanchung, (1 11
• 

112
) 

September 27, 1935. 
On September 27, 1935, th e Peiping-'l'aiyuan-Sian route was apparently 

extended to Chengtu. This line is listed in the time-table of September 25, 
1935, as the Sian-Chengtu fone, and, oddly enough, nothing is said of its being 
an extension, nor is the Peiping-Sian Route shown at all. 

Th e first trial flight was made from Sian to Chengtu on September 24, 1935, 
and the first regular flight on September 27th. A Junker J. U. 52 tri-motorccl 
plane was used . 

No hour for the plane's departure from Sian on the trial flight has been 
:sent us, but we are advised that it arrived at Chengtu at 11 A. M., and carried 
about 2 kilograms of mail. W e have no information as to this mail nor have we 
seen any covers. No information in regard to th e r eturn fli ght was sent us. It 
may be that the plane stayed at Chengtu until the 27th., and sta rted the r egular 
service from that point, as our informant says the plane left Chengtu for Sian 
on th e first regular flight at 7 A. l\'L, September 27, 1935, and carried mail as 
follows: 

"(a) L etters 820 grams in n e t w eight 
929 " " gross weight 

(b) P. M. 500 " n et we ight 
510 " gross weight." 

This, at present, is our total information on this route except that Postal 
Notification No. 1508, Canton , March 27, 1936, says: 

"According to information received from the Eurasia Aviation Corporation , the 
Sian to Kunming (via Chengtu) Afr Mail Line will be formally inaugurated on the 
1st April, 19 3 6. 

(s igned) F. A. Nixon 
Director of Posts for Kwangtung." 

Kunming is the post office name for Yunnanfu. 

(To b e c ontinu ed.) 
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THE PROGRAM FOR 1936-1937 

Clarence W . Brazer, the Chairman of our Entertainment Committee, had 
the program for the coming season well under way before he was injured in an 
automobile accident. Charles J. Phillips, who held this position for some years, 
carried on, and the r esulting program ii:; a credit to both gentlemen. 

The season opens this year on September 16th with a competition of gen­
eral collections, limited to 60 pages. It is followed on October 7th with a visit 
and exhibition by members of the Philadelphia Chapter of the A. P. S . 'l'here 
are three exchange visits scheduled in this year's program, which include a 
visit and exhibition of the members of the Fort Orange Stamp Cl1ib of Albany, 
N. Y. , on January 20, 1937, and a visit and exhibition of the members of the 
Wo1·cester (Mass.) Philatelic Society, on May 19th. 

Our return visits ar e scheduled for December 9th to Philadelphia, March 
23rd to Worcester, Mass., and May 18th to Albany, N. Y. Th ese trips have 
proven very much worthwhile, and every member who can do so is urged to 
attend th em. 

Th e program is well baJanced between competition and individual exhibi­
tions. On October 21st there is a competition of Pony Express stamps, on and 
off cover; on November 4th , a competition of l T. S. commemorative stamps; on 
F ebruary 3rd, a competition of Subject Collections as shown on Stamps (such 
as Musi c, Masonic, etc.); on April 7th, a competition of Air Mail Stamps of the 
World, and on May 5th a competition of 19th Century U. S. Stamps. 

'l'hese are interspersed with exhibitions, which include th e Stamps of th e 
W est Indi es 1900 to 1930 by .Tames B. H elme cin November 18th ; Match and 
Medicine Stamps on Original Covers by ll enry \\T . Holcombe on December 2nd; 
United States Stamps, by H enry S. Redfield, on December 16th; Historical 
Covf'rs, by R E. Townsend, at th e annual meeting on ,January 6th; Selections 
from a Chinese Collection by J arn es Starr on F ebruary 17th ; th e Brazil Dom 
P edro Stamps & Proofs by Dr. Clarence W . Hennan of Chicago on March 3rd; 
Conff'derate States Provisional s and General Issues by Col. C. W. \Vickersham 
on March 17th; United States On e Cent Stamps of 1851-1860 by Harry L. 
J efferys on April 21st; an exhibition by dealers who are member s of the Club, 
of special collections that th ey have for sale, on ,June 2nd. This latter is an ex­
periment tha t several of th e memb t>rs have urged and should prove quite in­
teresting. 

'l'hese are a11 very much worth attending- and we hope that every one will 
mark up his ca lendar now so as not to miss a single one of them. Certainly, 
attendance at the Coll ectoi·s Clnb twice a month should be a treat and a privi­
lege to every member . Visitors are always welcome, both men and women, so 
feel free to bring them at any time. 



270 COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
MARKING REPAIRED STAMPS 

During the past few years, the traffic in repaired stamps has grown to 
gigantic proportions. .Many dealers, especially in Europe, are said to be devot­
ting their entire time to repairing stamps and have become so expert that their 
work. in many cases, practically defi es detection. Th ey were quick to avail 
themselves of the quartz lamp and do their r epairing under the lamp so that it 
cannot be detected with it. In fact, so expert has some of this work become that 
today r epaired stamps are far more dangerous than forgeries. 

'l'he entire subject has received considerable consideration, and particula rly 
in Gnmany, wh ere th e dealers are organized nuder government supervision 
and have the power to set up uniform rules and see that th ey are enforced. 

In Germany they have now decr eed that every repairer, or dealer having 
stamps repaired, must attach his name or initials in th e center of the stamps 
and add a number from 1 to 5, in a circle, to denote the degr ee of the r ep air . 
. F'or instance, a (1 ) woulcl indicate that a very slight repair had been made, 
whil e a (5) would indicate that some rather extensive r epairs had been made. 

The question of marking r epaired stamps hafoi been discussed in philatelic 
circles in th e United States on various occasions. 

'!'he American Philate!fr Society has brought the matter up for action at 
their conventions, but such effort has always been blocked by parties who ap­
parently do not want to see th e traffic stopped. 

It seems r easonable that the time must come wh en r epaired stamps should 
be indelibly marked so that th ey would be sold as such . '!'here can be no legiti­
mate objection to traffic in r epaired stamps providing th ey are bought and sold 
as such. Many a rarity would thus be saved to philately, and if purchased as 
a repaired stamp and sold as such th er e would be no loss to anyone. 

Now that Germany has taken the lead, th e time see.ms ripe for unit.eel in­
ternational action. 

1937 INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION TO BE HELD IN PARIS 

Th e Expo.'11:tion Philatelique Internatio1iale, which \vill be officially known as 
PEXJP, will be held in Paris in 1937. 'l'he exact elate has not as yet been set, 
but it will probably be the latter part of June. 

The plans are well advanced to make this an outstanding affair, and two 
rathn elaborate prospectuses have already been issued. Th ese contain a list 
of the Committee of Honor, which include all of the lea.ding dignitaries in 
France, togeth er with the Commissioners for th e various countries. For the 
United States, Alfred F. Lichtenstein and H . L. Lindquist have been designated 
as Commissioners, and Eugene Klein has been designated on the Patrons Com­
mittee, and Hans J_,a.gerloef, Catherin e l\fanning, Roscoe B. Martin, IJaurence 
B. Mason, Charles J. Phillips and 'l'heodore E. Steinway are on th e General 
Committee. 

Exhibition frames a.re available at th e following rates: 1 frame, fr. 10 ; 2 
frames. fr. 25; 3 frames, fr. 40; 4 frames, fr. 60; 5 frames, fr. 80; 6 frames, 
fr. 100, and all over 6 frames at fr. 20 ea.ch . Rach frame holds 15 regular size 
sheets. 

In the classifications, tbe stamps of France and Colonies, of course, are 
stressed, but adequate provision has been made for all oth er exhibits. In the 
section devoted to United States stamps there are five groups, ·which provide 
for general collections, including revenues, telegraphs, etc., specialized collec­
tions, including reconstructed plates, cancellations, proofs and essays, and entires. 

Th e support of American collectors and dealers is solicited by the directors 
of PEXIP and data will be gladly sent to anyon e interest ed by addressing th e 
editor. 
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TRANSLATIONS FROM 

KOHL'S HANDBo°K 
13!/, Vr. f!erhert Wunk 

Th e translations a pp earing und e r this h ea ding a re all origina ls prepared und er th e 
auspices of th e Collectors Club, who hold the copyr ig ht for t h e English tra nslations and 
who r es erve a ll rights for r e publication. Suggestions for future tra nslations are always 
welcome as well as c riticisms on a n y of th e tran s la tions th a t m ay a ppear. Furthermore 
we w a nt to know whether or not this work a ppeals to our m emb ers. L e tters p e rtaining 
to thi s sub ject s hould b e addressed to Alfred F. Li c hte nste in, P. O. Box 994, City Hall 
Station, N ew York City. 

Copyrigh t 1936 b y the Coll ectors Club. 

Baden: Supplement 
Translated by STEPHEN G. HrcH. 

(Illustrations of th ese Bad e n Postm a rks w ill b e found in our issue of October, 1934.) 

Introduction 

ON MAY 1, 1851, at the same time as the issue of the first postage stamps, 
the ad hesion of Baden to the German-Austrian Postal Union went into 
effect. According to the arrangements of this Union the rates for single 

letters, up to one ''customs loth ' ' in weight, between the states of this Postal 
Union were :- Distances up to ten miles, 3 kreuzer; up to 20 miles, 6 kr.; and 
over 20 miles, 9 kr. Printed matter sent in wrappers was subj ect to a rate of 
1 kr. without regard to distance. The postal rates within the country were at 
once set at t he same figures by the Baden Postal Administration. These 
intern al rates were left to the decision of the individual member s of the Union. 
Unfranked letter s wer e subjected in addition to the regular postage rate to a 
special rat e. 'rhis was 3 kr. for letters within Baden and 9 kr . for letters to 
members of t he Un ion. Up to October 1, 1862, an additional deliver y charge 
bad to be paid by the sender and could be paid by a 1 kr. stamp. In this case 
the ] kr . stamp was to be affixed on th e back of the cover ; but this requirement 
wa~ 0ften not noticed. 

For letter s within Baden the higher rate for distances over 20 miles was 
abolished on October 1, 1858. On May 1, 1859, the rate for letters traveling up 
to 3 kilometers was r educed to 1 kr. ; this la st rate was again raised on October 
1, ] 862 when t he rate for all letter s of sing·le weight within Baden was set at 
3 kr. On July 1, 1864, the Baden Postal Administration introduced the r educed 
rate of 1 kr. fo r letters within one post office. 

After t he German-Austrian Postal Union was dissolved, Baden made on 
November 23, 1867, a postal agreemen t with the North German Postal District 
under whi ch the rate for single letter s thruout the entire area of the District 
was set at 3 kr. , exactly as previously fo r mail within Baden only, without 
regard to distance. For heavier letters and foreign letters the unit rate of 7 kr. 
was then introduced. 

For letters to foreign coun tries not members of the District (states of 
Germany not yet adhering thereto) the use of stamps was not allowed according 
to Srction 21 of th e Baden Posta l Regulation of May 1, 1851. At first, accord­
ing-l;v, the stamps on letters to German states not mem hers of the Postal Union 
were rancelled by plain r ed pen strokes and thus declared invalid. 'l'h e same 
process was appli ed for letters to Switzerland, France, and England, by an 
additional order of April 1855. In J anuary 1856 invalid payment was first 
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figured on exchanges of mail with Switzerland and from about 1867 on for 
exchanges with England, the Scandinavian and Italian states, etc. The Postal 
Treaty with France of October 14, 1856, specified that all inapplicable £rankings 
should be pen-crossed and considered invalid. Th e arrangement of November 
23, 1867, which has been mentioned, provided the unit foreign rate of 7 kr. for 
letters to Switzerland, Belgium, and to the United States via Prussia. 

Cancellations 
(See A. E. Glasewald, D1:e Abstempel1ingen rler ."41arken van B aden .. 

Goessnitz S.-A., 1898 and articles in D eufacher Briefmarken Zeitnng 1892, pages 
43ff, 59ff, 76££. ) Al tho from the start the cancelling of the stamps in Baden 
was officially ordered in a very simple manner , the Baden cancell ations form 
so varied a field for collecting and research that it is necessary to limit ourselves 
in discussing them. In particular cases matters are not even now entirely clear. 
We limit ourselves to explaining the main facts, the main differentiations, and a 
few exceptional cases of rare ca ncellations and the like. 

'l'h e r egulations provided that the stamps of the numer al issues should be 
cancelled by the dispatching offices exclusively with special numeral cancel­
latiom:. This continued even as late as the first issue in the Arms type including 
number 13, 3 kr. rose perforated, as the dominant procedure. When and in 
what way a cancellation by means of town marks was officially permitted is 
unknown. 'l'h e fact that even as late as June 1863 th e two newly establish ed 
offices at Gailingen and Gottmadingen received numeral cancellations 113 and 
117, while a list published by Glasewald giving the Baden post offices at the end 
of 1865 includes many to which no numeral cancellation has been assigned, 
may give us a clue. In fact, on the later issues of stamps numeral and town 
marks are used alongside each other in the widest variety. Only very gradually 
were cancellations limited to town marks. 'l'he last issue of Baden stamps, 
1868, appears to show only the numeral cancellation 175. 

'The numeral cancellations were issued to post offices as contrasted to mere 
postal agencies. As a rule these marks had five concentric circles. Th e numbers 
up to 163 were assigned to the various offices in alphabetical order. Those 
from 164 to 177 belong to offices established after 1\fay 1, 1851, and were 
assigned in the order of establishment of these offices. Some of these later­
established offices arose from con verting postal agencies to actual offices; and 
the r everse also happened. A large number of offices were r educd to postal 
ageneies on May 1, 1859; the numeral cancellations thus retired were reassigned 
in part to newly created post offices. As a result some of the numeral cancella­
tions vver e shifted from one office to another dnring use and post offices estab­
lished after May 1, 1851, used numeral cancellations lower than 164. 

Among the numeral cancellations there are a few varying in style, in 
mann er of application, and a few whose rarity deserves notice. 

Cancellations in abnormal style exist for numbers 24, 87, 164, 165, 177. 
Number 167 and perhaps also 165 exist only in abnormal r-; ty le. Numbers 24, 87, 
and 164 also exist in the usual 5-circle style. (Very scarce for 164.) 'l'he 
variety in numbers 24 and 87 consists mainly in the fact that the numerals are 
larger and the outermost circl e is scalloped. r~ike t11e ordinary cancellations for 
numbers 24 and 87, these belong to the large offices Carlsruh e and l\fannheim. 
These abnormal ones first showed up ea rly in 1859 and ar e known on all stamps 
of th e second numeral issue except the 3 kr. green, which was replaced by the 
blue one during 1858. 

Nnmeral postmark number 164 shows five widely -varying types as well 
as th e ordinary five-circle type which is the scarcest of all. Four of the others 
show a larger or smaller 164 within a single circle. These four are separated by 
the varying size or height of th e numerals and the circle. 'l'h ese ar e call ed 
types 1, 2, 3, and 4. 'l'ypes 1 and 2, small , appear on stamps of the first issue 
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and th e la rger types 3 and 4 only on the Arms type stamps. Since the cancella­
tion number 164 was assigned to th e 'I'raveling Post Offices it is thought that the 
various types belong to various railway routes or services in opposite directions 
on th e same route. A still smaller cancellation 164 was in use with one circle 
surrounded by a scalloped border . This one was the last to be put into use, 
beginning at th e end of 1859. 

Number 165 resembles in style the first type of th e single circle 164 cancella­
tions. Th e place of use is not yet fully established. Number 177 r esembles in 
size the single circle cancellations of 164 and 165 but also has the scalloped 
border menti oned fo r other num erals. It was used a t t he city post office in 

( ENGE NJ 
2 8Jun _ 

H-J1 

# J 

CARLSRUHE 
Z9 Nov 

'ry1•es ot' U:ulen Cance llations . 

N o . 1 A p p e a r s on 10 . 2, 1 851 - 1 863. Z e ll i.w. 
No. 2 A ppear s o n N o. 7, 1 853 -1 85 7. Co n s t a nz . 
N o. 3 Appe arn o n No. 6 a ncl No. 9, 1 853 -1 861. K e h l. 
No. 4 Appe ars on N o . 1 3, 1 861-1 864. B a d e n ( c i t y ). 
No. 5 Appea r s o n N o . 1 9, 1 864 - 1 868. 
No. 6 Ap p ea. rs o n No. 22 , 1 864 - 1 868. 
No. 7 T h e fa m o u s R ura l Box Cogwh ee l C a n ce ll at io n. 
No. 8 A p p e a r s o n No. 23, 1 864- 1 868. 
No. 9 Ap p ears o n N o . 28, 1 868 - 1 87 1. 
No. 10 Appear s o n N o . 28, 1 868- 1 871. 
No . 11 App ears o n No. 23 , 1 864-1 868. 
N o . 12 Appear s o n N o . 19, 1 864 - 1 868. 



274 COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
Carlsruhe, apparently put into use at th e end of 1856. It is found on the 3 kr 
green stamp. 

Coming to varieties in use or application, the numeral cancellations number 
164 are unusual to th e extent that they wer e used by Railway Post Offices, and 
t his use gave rise to t he four varieties or types of th e single circle mark. 'l'he 
use of the single circle cancellation 165 is not completely explained even up to 
now. W e only know that this number was assigne<l to th e post office at 
Rittersbach , establish ed July 1, 1853 and discontinued l\Iay 1, 1859. 

Coming to the question of rari ty we must distinguish three separate gronps. 
These ar e : Absolute rarity, rarity of particula r numerals on particular issnes 
or varieti es, and rarity of a particular numeral cancellation used with a par­
ticular town mark. 

(1 ) "Absolutely rare" a re t hose nnmeral marks which wer e either little 
used during th eir li fe or whose actual periods of use were relat ively short. 
Th e first group consists of offices doing little busine8s, or one of alternative 
numeral cancellations of which one was little used, such as 5-circles number 164 
which has been mentioned. The ,,;Pcond case is that of post offices that were 
eith er established late or discontinued early or both without the numeral being 
assigned to another office. (Such numeral cancellations are 9, 51, 65, 158, 165, 
166, 167, 168, 169, 172, and 176. Among th ese must be specially mentioned 
165 Rittersbach, 168 Dertingen, 169 \Verbach, and 172 W eiterdingen, which 
were establish ed from 1853 to 1855 with new numbers but had r everted to postal 
agencies by May 1, 1859 without th eir cancellers being assigned to other offices.) 
But we must notice that th e conversion of a po8t office to a mer e agency usually 
took place only because little business was don e. 'fhose offices that lost their 
numbers early were mostly those doing very little postal business before that 
happened . Th e scarcity of cancellation 165 has already been mentioned . 

(2 ) The rarity of particular number cancellations on particular issues or 
varieties is usually r elated to the date of conversion of the particular agencies 
to post offices or vice versa. For example, a cancellation number issued to an 
office in June 1857 must be rare on the green 3 kr. stamp number 6 which had 
been replaced in May 1857 by the blue 3 kr. stamp number 8. 

(3) The rarity of particular numbers in connection with particular offices 
is explained by the fact, already mentioned, that in a large number of cases the 
numerals of offices r educed to agencies were assigned to n ewly established post 
offices. The most obvious of such cases are : Stadel which turned in its numeral 
134 on l\lf ay 1, 1853, to be assigned to Brenn et on April 1, 1856; and StollhofeIJ 
which turned over its cancellation 140 to Lichtenau on January 1, 1854. 

For color of cancellation, black was prescribed from th e start thru the 
ruling body of the Ger.man-Austrian P ostal Union. As a r esult of a subsequent 
r evision the states of th e Postal Union were allowed to cancel in other colors 
also after July 1, 1852. On June 16, 1856, the Baden Postal Administration 
added a r egulation t hat all cancelling must be clone in black only. 'fhis r egula­
tion was by no means strictly enforced and in the case of certain town cancella­
tions a blue color is the r egular thing. Th e use of r ed ink is mainly explained 
by its being prescribed for cancelling of foreign mail and r egistered letters. A 
use of blue ink for cancelling was accor ding to the wording of a general order 
in Baden published ,June 16, 1856, not officially r ecognized ; in spite of that 
more than 50 numeral cancellations are known in blue and only 32 in r ed aS: 
well as in black. 

But in general blue cancellat ions are scarcer tban r eel, which latter origi­
nated mainly at la rger offices with much foreign and registered mail. (For 
example, Rastatt, number 115, is quite plentiful ) . 

Beside<; blue cancellations th ere ar e also mixed colors between blue and 
gr een and proper green numeral cancellations. Th ere are also combinations 
of several colors, ~u ch as pairs on which the same numeral is in red on one 
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stamp but black on t he other; or stam ps wi th one numeral cancellation in r ed 
anrl ::m other in blue ari:-; ing from superfluous ca ncelling by a t ransit office, etc. 
Th e degree of rari ty of colored numer al cancellat ions is not j udged by t he 
n umber only, but also to a very large degr ee by t he stamp on which it is found- ­
fo r example, always scarce on numbers 5 and 8. 

Among the town marks which may be fo und in general use as early as the 
introd uction of stamps, t he oldest are t he two-line st r aight line types wi thout 
border; upper line town name, lower line date or t ime. Th e single line straight 
line rancellat ions served even thus early only in a supplementar y way fo r can­
celling :-;tamps and in general wer e already fo und as r ailroad .marks, r outing 
marks, fee marks, and so fort h. Two-line str aight line marks wit h a bor der 
nsm1ll y rounded or beYelled at the corners originated at a somewh at later da te. 
Th ese ar e found in part as cancellations on stamps of the German Empire as 
well. 'l'h e town mark form chosen later was usua lly t he double cir cle and t his 
still later was replaced by t he single circle. 

All t hese styles of postmarks were in use at one t ime where town marks 
wer e in regular use. Th erefo re, in gener al none of these types may be con­
sidered a rare postmark. Only on t he numer al stamps may we consider can­
celling wi t h town marks a;:; a r arity. Relatively t he most plen tiful is t hat from 
K ehl, especially on t he 1 kr. stamp n umber 5. 

Th e sit uation is qui te d ifferen t wi t h such town marks as were used only in 
isolatc·d casrs as early as t he introd uction of t he fi rst stamps, and special office 
marks such as those of fro nt ier post offices, which wer e used for cancelling 
stamps only acciden tally, by mi stake, or in a supplementary manner. The 
single-lin e straight lin e marks which have been men t ioned belong to the first 
gr oup and ar e ent it led to higher prices wh en used as cancellations. W e do not 
count among these t he single-line par cel cancellati ons of Neustad t in blue or 
black and of Br etten, since they have a scalloped border . Their ra rity depends 
upon th e i1::1sue or denomination of stamps on whi ch they are fo und. For similar 
r easons th e so-called Railroad Route Marks are scarce. These have t he inscrip­
t ion ' ' E. B. '' wit h month and day and on a lower line the information such as 
"Curs III " wit h or wit hout an indi cation of r ou te , wit hin a squar e bevelled at 
t he cor ners. Since the t raveling post offi ces on th e railroads had already 
rece ived par t icular cancelling stamps with numbers in lVIay 1851, the R. P . 0. 
marks occur only exceptionally during th e per iod of numeral cancelling . Later 
the shape and inscription were made mor e like tho;:;e of the ordinary town marks. 
Thus in t ht> p eriod wh en town cancellations wer e generally used for cancelling 
t hey do not appear to have been used. 'l'hese same stamps come excep tionally 
with t he railroad r oute cancellat ions and the single circle numer al cancellation 
164. l<' inally the cancellation with the big oval mark " B AD : STATION bei 
RHEINFELDEN," on the Swiss border must be noted as a special ra rity. It 
was r eplaced by a single circle mark about th e middle of the '60 's. 

The special cancellations which have been men tioned are always rare because 
t hey could be used fo r t his purpose only accidentally or by mistake. W e 
mention some of t hem. BADEN or Carlsruhe wit hin a sidewise oval; upright 
oval- circle broken at t he top by t he word BAD EN; u pright oval mark 
''SCHWETZ od . FRANKREICH -Uber BADEN;'' Charge postmarks, and 
ot hers. 

Cancellations used in direct cont r adiction to t he purpose for which they 
were made ar e the following when used to cancel stamps; "B. 3 K. " within a 
single circle wi th a star above and below t he 3; '' B . 6 K . '' within a single 
upright rectangle; "B. 9 IL" within a hexagon . Th ese marks belong to t he 
P ostal E xchange Office wit h France maintained by the B aden Postal Service 
and were for t he purpose of marking for the French P ostal Service th e amount 
that the Baden Serv ice should receive on the accounts fo r forwarding unfranked 
mai l to t he F r ench border. In a f ew cases known to us up to now we find th e 
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3 kr. due mark on a 3 kr. stamp, the 6 kr. due mark on a 6 kr. stamp and the 
9 kr. due mark on a 9 kr. stamp. These cancellations were not used as an 
exped ient but directly as a misunderstanding of th e r eg ulations which have been 
mentioned. In this group there is also a fourth mark of the exchange office of 
Baden: "B. S. P. ". Tbis mark was to be placed upon such pieces of mail 
going to France as wer e carried within Baden as free official mail and on which 
no carriage was to be charged for the account of the Baden Administration. 
Altho this cancellation , B(ade) S(ervice) P (ublic ), is not yet known as a 
cancellation on stamps of Baden, it is very likely to turn up. Bavarian numeral 
issue stamps with the similar cancellation B . (avier e) S. P . exist and this cancel­
lation in Bavaria has been eith er un explained or in correc tly explained up to 
now. 

The so-called "cog wheel cancellation " of Baden must not be confused with 
the numeral cancellations of the various post offices which usually have 5 circles. 
Th e cog wheel marks show a single or double number with or without a period 
within a small broken circle r esembling teeth on a gear wh eel. 'l'hese are the 
cancellations of the rural offices. Thru the rural service they belong to the 
r eception of letters thru rural boxes via postal agencies. E ach post office had a 
definite number of receiving boxes assigned to it with cog wh eel marks arranged 
in order from one up. The highest cog wheel number known up to now is 
50 but not all numbers between 1 and 50 are known. Cog wheel marks a re 
usually in black and those in blue are r eal rarities. 'l'h e cog wheel types are 
used not only alone as cancellations but in combination with the circle type and 
others. 

On .January 1, 1864 the Postal Agencies were provided with town marks­
singl e sid ewise ovals with th e name of the superior post office at the top, in the 
middl e of the abbreviated term " Postablage" and below the name of the par­
ticular agency. After January 1864 tbe Postal Agencies used these town marks 
for cancelling stamps. 'l'h ey exist as great rarities on stamps Nos. 4 and 5 
of th e numeral issue. Th e cancellation of mail taken directly from the various 
rural boxes and that brought in from the rural service directly or past on from 
one rural carrier to another took place by means of the cog wh eel marks belong­
ing to th e rural boxes. 'l'hus cancellation with these is even found on th e first 
issues of th e German Empire. Lately we have seen a three pfennig stamp of 
the German Empire, number 31, cancelled within the Griesheim district with 
the cog wheel type. 

Pen cancellations in the form of a cross on stamps of Baden do not signify 
any supplementary cancellation but merely signify that the particular stamps 
wer e not recognized as valid for postage. 'l'his has been mentioned earlier. 

lJike th e stamps of other postal administrations, the stamps of Baden come 
with foreign cancellations such as \Vurtemberg and Switzerland. In a r everse 
way, stamps of Wurtemberg, Bavaria, 'l'hurn and 'l'axis, etc., are found with the 
circular numeral cancellations of Baden. As usual, fancy prices are paid for 
such items, altho in most cases an obviously and entirely superfluous cancellation 
ha s been applied. 

The Numeral Issue of Stamps 

Out of a find , large portions of panes of the first printing of the 3 kr., 
6 kr., and 9 kr., stamps numbers 2a, 3a, and 4a, have appear ed within the stamp 
trade in recent years. Genuine mint copies of this group were very scarce up 
to th at time. What wer e found were two or three mint corner blocks or edge 
blocks of the 3 kr. and 6 kr. with sheet margins, and a margin block and one or 
two large blocks of th e 9 kr. old rose. These were cut from larger pieces because 
the value of the remaining portions was less. Since these blocks went without 
further separation into the possession of large collectors, partly in the United 
States, th e price for genuine mint singles is hardly likely to decline. 
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Error, 9 kr. gr een : Of the two genuine covers of this error the one from the 
F errari collection , used at Eppenh eim, cancellation number 41, brought 120000 
francs in the 8th F errari auction. Genuine errors off cover are not known. 
Th e two which have circulated in the trade in r ecent years as this error, one 
from th e F errari collection and th e other from th e Duveen collection, have 
both been seen by us and are counterfeits. B ecause of the rarity of this item 
no catalog price ca n be set. Out previous description of the color as "green" 
is to be r epla ced by light bliie green. Likewise the error on the letter of the 
R. P. M. from Orschweier, cancellation 106, like the F errari cover has quite 
conspicuously th e color and the very clear print of number 3a. This is a point 
whi ch the counterfeiter of the Duveen item kn ew but which that of the bad 
.B'errari item overlooked. Errors in a yellow-green color do not exist. 

Further copies of the so-called Tete-Beebe 1 kr. black on white, were found 
by the stamp firm of Kopp & Dietenberger in Frei burg in January 1923. 'fhis 
find consisted of a pair together on cover, from above the gutter, along with a 
green 3 kr. stamp, used at Freiburg with cancellation number 43. 'fhis piece 
has changed owner many times since th en just as did the strip of three from the 
Schwarz collection, and was lately offered at £1000 in Stamp Collecting. 'fhe 
conspicuous crooked position of the stamp on the right of the gutter relative 
to that on t he left and also the differ ence in vertical position substantiates anew 
the correctness of th e theory of Kroetz. According to him this Tete-Beche 
within the plate occurred because for economy the printers reassembled the plate 
for a new size of paper instead of preparing the second impression from the 
same plate. Recently a third Tete-Beebe piece is r eported to have turned up in 
Switzerland. Th e width of th e gutter is 11 ~f:!mm and not as incorrectly given 
in this handbook 11hmm . 

The r~oeffl.er collection contains th e 6 kr. stamp number 11 in the yellow·· 
orange color b on a letter from Mannh eim cancelled November 2, 1861. L etter 
and color are absolutely free of tampering so that color b was issued not latP.r 
than th e end of October 1861. 

After number 16c in this handbook insert number s 14 to 16 instead of 13 
to 15. 

Varieties of the 1862-64 issue: 'l'wo additional copies of the 9 kr. stamp 
number 20 printed on both sides exist apparently in addition to the one we 
have mentioned from th e Breitfuss collection. 'l'h e imperforate 3 kr. stamp 
number 18 known up to now only with th e cancellation of Stockach in Dec. 
has been seen tho not by us in an auction on cover, bright colored cancelled at 
Carlsruhe in August. 'fhe alleged imperforate 30 kr. stamp which was in an 
auction in Hamburg is a complete forgery. 

Off se,ts on Backs of Stamps 

Since th e main portion of the handbook was published we have seen a great 
number of offsets on t he backs of Baden stamps and on the greatest variety of 
these stamps. To explain all these a ba sal source of errors must have existed, 
such as overlooking of a step in the printing process on the part of I-rasper's 
printing office. In our opinion we ar e not dealing so much with piling of 
freshly printing sheets of stamps, not yet dry, on each other as with some defect 
at the beginning or the end of a clay's work in print ing. W e have seen offsets 
on the back of stamps numbers 8, 10, 17, 19, and 24. W e have seen double offsets 
on the back of number 20; and we know of offsets on the back of number 5 
(single ) and number 25 (double ). W e note as r emarkable that on a vertical 
pair of number 17 both offsets on the back show a white line thru the center of 
the value but nothing of this sort on the front of either specimen . 
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National Philatelic Weel{_ 

T HE idea of having an annual National Philatelic W eek originated with 
J;oiiis Castelli of Chicago, and was put into effect for the first time last 
year . Even though the machinery to handle the affair was inadequate, 

some substantial r esults wer e secured, and as a result a permanent organ izat.ion 
is now brhind the proposition, to make it of real importance. 

Th e plan is sponsored by th e Nritiona l F ederation of Sta.mp Cliib s, Inc., 
which has endorsed the proj ect, and by the Central F ederation of Stamp Clubs 
of Ch1'cago, of which Mrs. Alice C. W estphal has charge of th e publicity. 

Th e week this year will be celebrated from November 16t h to 21st, inclu­
sive, and it is hoped that every district in the United States will arrange for 
r egional meetings and see to it that th e various clnbs have special entertainment, 
that stamp displays are put in all public buildings and in local stores, and that 
the idea is push ed to the ultimate extent. 

fn Chicago they are planning a large opening night celebration on Monday, 
the 16th of November, and will have a combined meeting of all the clubs in 
Chicago and vicinity, to cooperate with special en tertainment on every night of 
the week, culminating in a l\Iardi Gras BanquPt on Saturday, November 21st. 

A National Philatelic W eek sticker designed by a well -known Chicago 
artisl·, together with attractive poster s containing the same design, are now 
available. It is a plan well wort h th e support of every collector and dealer. 

Statement of the Ownership, Management, Circulation, Etc., Required 
by the Act of Congress of August 24, 1912, 

Of the Collect ors Cl ub Philatelist, publish ed Quarterl y at F ed e ralsburg, Maryland, for 
October 1, 193 6. 

State of N ew York, County of New York, SS: 
Before m e , a Notary Public, in and for th e Sta t e a nd county aforesaid, personally ap­

peared H. L . Lind q uist, who, h av ing be e n dul y sworn according to law, d e pose s a nd says 
that he is th e Editor of th e Coll ectors Club Philate li s t, and t hat the following is, to the 
best of his knowl edge and b e li ef, a true sta t a m e nt of th e owne rship, manage m e nt, e tc., 
of the aforesaid publication fo !' the d a t e shown in the a bove caption, r equired b y th e Act 
of August 24, 1912, e mbodi ed in section 411 , Pos tal Laws and R egulations, printed on the 
r e v erse of this form , to wit : 

1. That the n a m e s and a ddre s ses of th e publi s h e r, editor, m a n a g ing editor, and busi-
n ess m a nagers are: 

Publishe r, Collectors Club, 30 E as t 42nd St., N ew York C ity. 
Editor, H. L . Lindquist, 30 East 42nd St., N ew York City. 
Managing Editor, None. Business M a n age rs, Non e. 
2. That the owne r is : (If owne d b y a corporation, its name a nd a ddress must b e stated 

and also immediately th e r e und er th e nam es a nd a ddres ses of stoc khold ers owning o r hold­
ing one per cent. or more of to t a l amount of stock. If not own ed by a corpora tion, the 
names and addresse s of the individual owne rs must b e gi1•en. If owned b y a firm , Com­
pany, or oth e r unin corporat ed c once rn , its name a nd a ddress, as well as those of each 
Individual m e mber, must b e give n.) Coll ectors Club, 30 E a st 42nd St., N e w York City. 
Pres id e nt, L. B. Mason, 30 E as t 42nd St., N'ew Y o rk City. Vi ce Pres id e nt, A . E. Owen, 30 
East 42nd St., N ew York City . Secr e t a r y , A. W. D eas, 30 E as t 42 nd St., New York City. 
Treasurer, G. R. M. Ewing, 30 East 42nd St., New York City. 

3. Tha t the known bondh olde r s, mortgagees, a nd othe r security hold e rs owning or 
holding 1 p e r cent. or more of total amount of bonds, mortga ges, or other securiti e s are: 
(If there a r e non e, so sta t e) . Non e. 

H. L. LINDQUIST, Editor. 

Sworn to a nd subscr ib ed b e fore m e thi s 16th d ay of Se pte mber, 1 936. 
E. J _ GLIDDEN, Notary Publi c. 
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THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
30 East 42nd Street 

OFFICER S 
President- -Laurence B. Mason 
Vice-President-Arthu r E. Owen 
Secretary- Arthur W . Deas 
Treasu r er- George R. M. Ewing 

New York City 

TRUSTEES 
Alfred F. Lichtenste in , Chai.rnian 
Theodore E. Steinway 
L a urence B. Mason 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
Class of 1936 

Clarence W. Brazer 
Frederic R . Harris 
Harry L. Lindquist 

Class of 1937 
Geor ge R. M. Ewing 
Edward S. Knapp 
Charles J . Phillips 

Class of 1938 
Arthur W . Deas 
Max G. Joh! 
Arthur E. Owen 

Honorary Life Governor: John N. Luff. 
Libra rian : Ralph A. Ba rry. 
New l\Iembe1·s. 

1493 W. A . Edgar , Philade lphia, Pa. 
1494 F. R. Rice, Arlington , Va . 
1495 Norvin H . Green, Tuxe do Park, N. 

Y. 

Applications P end ing. 

Max Slate r, Rook lin e, Mass. 
Proposed by R. Y. Furman 
Seconded by H. E. Harris 

A ndrew Ch a lm e rs, Batavia, N. Y. 
Proposed by Mi l ton R. Mille r 
Seconde d by Ado lph Steeg 

D. D. Berolzh e imer , New York, N . Y . 
Prnposed by D. H. Burr 
Secon d ed by S. F. Ba rrett 

Marquis d e Fayolle, Paris, France 
Proposed by S . Chapman 
Seconded by H. L . Lindquist 

Rev. Ralph B. Peace, Sou th Barre, Mass. 
Proposed by Roger H. Marble 
Seconded by Pau l W. Savage 

P hilip G. Straus, Baltimore, Maryland 
Proposed by Lauren ce B. Mason 
Second ed by Max G. Joh! 

Haro ld B . Ransom, Fort ·worth, Texas 
Proposed by Wm. K . F uhri 
Seconded b y W . Wilson 

Forest B. Wilson , Nashville, T enn. 
Prnposed by P. v. David 
Seconded by H. L. Lindquist 

Correction in Membership List. 

Ramsden, Ch as. T ., Santiago, Cuba. 

l\Iembers Deceased . 

Ch arles Curie 
J. W. Sch aefer 
J . vV. Andrews 
Chal'les Curie 

DEATH OF CHARLES CURIE 

Philately b as lost a nother of its 
staunc hest supporters in t h e death of 
Ch arles Curie , who passed a way W ednes­
day night, Ju ly 1 5th, 19 36 . Mr. Cu ri e 
h a d been stricken over a year ago an d 
his death h a d been expected for some 
time. 

Mr. Curie h a d been an active worker 
in the Coll ecto1·s Club for some years , 
havin g served in t h e capacity of presi­
dent, vice president, secretary, a nd m em­
ber of t h e Board of Trustees . 

He had one of th e finest gen eral col­
lec tions in t h e co un try a nd this rece ived 
the Grand pri ze at the National Stamp 
:Exhibition h eld in Rockefelle r Center in 
F e bruary, 19 3 4. Mr. Curi e was inter­
es t e d in many organizations , particularly 
military organizations, a nd h a d been 
identified in m ilita r y circles for the great-
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e r part of his life, a nd served in France 
dnring th e World War in cha r ge of a 
motor unit. H e was a m ember of the 
law firm of Curi e, L ane & Wallace at 21 
West St., New York , N. Y., but h a d not 
actively practiced for some year s. He 
was a g raduate of the Ne w York La w 
School. 

H e was born in Paterson , N. J ., on 
March 4, 1872, a nd was a direct descen­
dant of B enajah L ockwood , w h o served 
with th e troops of Rhode Is la nd in th e 
American Revolution . His paterna l 
grandfather, Frederick Curie, was born 
in France a nd was an early settler of 
Pater son. 

On May 3, 1911 , h e marri ed Miss Etta 
Duffy of New York. They h a d two sons , 
Ch arles Jr. a nd Frede rick D. Curie , and 
a da u ghte r , Miss Ann Gordon Cu r ie, who 
was introduced to society in December , 
19 3 4, at a ball g iven at th e Waldorf­
Astoria. 

His stamp co ll ection will no d oubt bP. 
sold at auction. 

DEATH OF J. W. ANDREWS 

In th e sudde n death of J. W. Andre ws 
of W estfi e ld, N. J ., philate ly h as lost one 
of its most promising philate lic students. 

Mr. Andre ws h a d co ll ect ed act i\·ely for 
th e past fifteen years, s pecia lizing in the 
stamps of the United States and Guate­
m a la . During the past three or four 
year s h e h a d concentrated on th e U. S. 
issues a nd was pa rticula rly inter ested in 
color r esearch. It was Mr. Andrews, in 
connection with B. K . Ford, a lso of 
W estfie ld , who contacted the Massachu­
setts Institute of T echnology with a view 
to establishing a F ellowship for the study 
of Co lor as applied to postage stamps. 
H e had some ver y active pla ns a long this 
line an d was just abo u t to leave on a 
vaca tion which would include another 
call on M. I. T . with a vi ew to further 
discussing the color proble m. 

J . W. Andrews was born in Chicago in 
1 899 a nd g raduated from the Kansas Ag­
ricultural Co llege in 19 20. H e th en went 
to th e Illinois University, from which h e 
g r a duated in 1924. Upon his graduation 
h e becam e connect ed with t h e W est ern 
Electr ic Com pa ny at Chicago and while 
in their employ h e d eveloped some im­
porta nt processes in the ir r esear ch labo­
ratories. He was an importa nt executive 
with t he Western Elec tric Company at 
the ir New J er sey pl a nt a t the t im e of h is 
dea th , a nd his scientific tra ining was be­
ing used to good a dva ntage in hi s phila ­
t e li c work. He was a m ember of the 
Alpha Pi Sigma Fraternity a nd his phila­
t e lic connec tions included the Collectors 
Club of New York , the Union County 
Philatelic Society, of which h e w a s presi­
d ent, th e Bell Telephone Laboratories 
Club, and several other or ganizations. 
H e fr equently gave talks on the hobby 
before these organizations and h a d pla n­
n ed a very act ive season. H e h ad a 
severe and unexpected heart attack just 
a few days prior to his death and passed 
away on Saturday, July 11 , 19 3 6. H e 
is survived by his widow and two child­
r e n. H e was a real leade r among the 
new gro up of scientist-coll ectors and his 
passing will be a severe blow to th em . 

ACCESSIONS TO 'l'HE J_,IBRARY. 

Priced Catalog of J. C. Morgenthau 's 
A uction Sale, May, 1 936. Gif t of J . C. 
Morgentha u Co. 

Miscellaneo us lot of Philate lic Literature. 
Gift of F. Gr eeley . 

Co lom bi a A irpost, F . K essler, de Luxe 
Edition. Gift of F. K essle r. 

'l'HOMAS ALLEN CHANGES ADDRESS. 

The well known stamp dealer Thomas 
Alle n of London , who has been r epre­
sented in our columns since t h e maga­
zine was founded, has r ecently changed 
his a ddress a nd mai l shou ld h er eafter 
be sent to: Frinton-on-Sea, Essex, Eng­
land . 

BRIEFMARJ{EN - J{ATALOG, Z U M -
S'l'EIN, 1937, 20th Ed., Zumstein and 
Co., B e rn, l\larktg·asse 50. Price Fr. 
3.75. 

The 19 3 7 Ed ition of t h e Europe Cata­
log has just been published by Zumste in 
a nd Co., containing 596 pages with num­
erous illustrations. The prices have 
been broug ht u p to date. 

A ve r y important feature is the inclt1 -
sio n of a Dictionary from German terms 
into a doze n other languages w hich 
makes it possibl e for collectors of a lm ost 
any country to fo llow t h e text in a most 
understanding m a nn er . Collectors of 
Europe will find this catalog a valuable 
a ddition to the ir library. 

THE MITCHELL-HOOVER OFFICIAL 
CATALOG OF UNITE]) STATES BU­
REAU PRECANCELS, Publ. S. G. 
Rich, Verona, N. J., price 75 cents. 

This is the seventeenth E dition of the 
Bureau Print Catalog da t ed Au g ust 19 3 6, 
spiral binding a nd containing 7 2 pages. 
Througho u t the book can be found m em­
orandum columns for the fac ility of col­
lector s. Bes ides the other valuable in­
formation for precancel collectors, the 
prices in this catalog a r e the n et prices 
at which fin e copies are r egularly ob­
tainab le in the marke t. As u s ua l it is 
edited by Dr. W . I. Mitchell . 
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BRITISH COLONIALS. 
I Make a Specialty of 

RARE BRITISH COLONIALS 

of all periods and the pick 
of the market always finds 
its way into my stock. 

* * * * * 
Many of the 

RARITIES 
in the most famous collections 
in the World have been sup­
plied by me- cannot I supply 
you? 

* * * * * 
SELECTIONS SENT ON APPROVAL 

TO ANY PART OF THE WORLD 

* * * * * 
Only stamps in the finest possible condition and at 
reasonable prices will be found in my books. 

* * * * * 
Collectors should write without delay and thus secure some of 
the choicest items that come on the market. 

L __ _ 

* * * * * 
The Cheapest Dealer in the World 

for Rare British Colonials is:-

T~ ALLEN 
FRINTON-ON-SEA ESSEX, ENGLAND 



II COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
Fall Stamp Anl!tions 

OF 

Messrs. H. R. Harmer, the celebrated " Hind" Auctioneers, 
have great pleasure in presenting full particulars of auction 
dates of the many valuable philatelic properties they have 
received for inclusion in the early Fall Auctions. 

OCTOBER 5th & 6th 
The " Morley" Collection of RHODESIA, 

Almost entire ly mint a nd r e ple te with sca r ce perfs., imperf. and 
imperf. b etween va ri e ti es , sha des, e tc., a lso, th e first portion of the 
Gen e ral Coll ec tion form ed by 

His Highness , The Rajah of Sarawak, 
and Gen eral Properti es in cluding Be lg ium specia li zed , e t c. 

• • • 
OCTOBER 12th & 13th 

The mos t valua ble a nd superla tive coll ection o f 

GERMAN STATES 
ever offe r ed und er th e h a mm e r . The bu yer of " cla ss ics " should 
m a k e certain of obta ining the catalog u e of the specia l a uction . Also 
in cluded in th e sam e sa le is a very fin e selec tion of Ita lian States . 

• • • 
OCTOBER 19th & 20th 

An importa nt sal e, conta ining two fin e General Collections . 

• • • 
OCTOBER 26th 

A ve ry fin e mint coll ection of Air Mail Stamps. 

• • • 
NOVEMBER 2nd & 3rd 

A va lua ble Genen1I Collection, including som e r a riti es. 

• • • 
AND LATER ... 

A "double" collection of British Colonials to 1890, 
conta ining mint & used copies of practicall y eve r y s ta mp issu ed to 
this da te . 

• • • 
Auction catalogues, f ulLy illustrated and accurately described , 
are published over one 111011! b previous lo auction dates and 
are gratis and post-free witb the co111plime 11 ts of 

H. II. HAll~IEll 
131-134 Nen' Doud Si .• Loudon ~V. I.~ England 

Cnb les : " Phista111se l . London" 

HARMER!'JS of Bond St.!'J London 
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We ~arry an 

EXCELLENT GENERAL STOCI( 
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I I 

AND CATOll TO 

Colle~tors~ Every Need For 

UNITED STATES 

AIR POST ST AMPS 

NEW ISSUES 

GENERAL FOREIGN 

Philatelic Accessories 

We respectfully solicit your inquiries and if not on our 

n1ailing list 'vrite for a free copy of our Bulletin and 

juclge for yourself the quality and scope of our offerings. 

l'ISD~ ECONOMIST STAMP CO., Inc. ~ P 

87 Nassau Street New York City 
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Stamp 
Colleetin11 

B. L. 

The l(ing of Hobbies and 
The Hobby of l(ings 

By CHARLES J. PHILLIPS 

FOR over 50 years Charles J. Phillips has been a world figure 
in Philately. During his long years of activity he has met 

practically every great collector on intimate social terms. He 
bas visited their homes and studied their collections. 

H e bas had an unequaled opportunity to participate in the 
making of philatelic history and added to this he has a remark­
able memory and the happy faculty of sifting out the humorous 
and interesting incidents which he tells simply yet effectively. 

The result of all of these years of active experience is con­
tained in his new book "Stamp Collecting- the King of Hob­
bies and the Hobby of Kings,'' a book of absorbing interest as 
well as one of historical value as a contemporary account of 
the growth of philately. 

Every collector, every club and every library should have 
a copy of this book. It will make a fine gift to a collector or to 
a non-collector alike for the latter may be encouraged to take 
up the hobby when he learns of its many attractive features. 

The first edit{on is limited to 2000 copies and 
collectors of "firsts" will do well to book their 
orders early as this small number should be 
quickly over-subscribed. 

The Price $2.50 per copy, postpaid. 

You can order it through your regular stamp dealer or book 
store, if you prefer. 

LINDQUIST 
100 Sixth Ave. Publisher New York!I N. Y. 
----------,~~~----------
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ANOTHER RECORD 
The LAMBORN COLLECTION Has Been $8. 0 000 00 
Sold by HARMER ROOKE & CO. LTD. of ' • 
The Strand London fo r the Record Sum of 

This coll ec tion was contained in n early 200 volum es a nd 
co nsisted e ntire ly o f 20th Century issues which m a d e 
it proba b ly th e largest of its k ind . 

This transaction was comple te d within two months 
of its be in g r ece ived from the Executors . 

\ Vheth e 1· your coll ection is worth $ 20 or $200,000, you will r ece ive t h e sa.m e car e ful 
attention. H a 1·mer Rooke's 35 years ex pe1·t Au ction Experien ce en a bles th em to ad· 
vise with une rring judg m e nt, t h e best m ethod of realization . If you avail yourself 
of Harmer Rooke's rnll'ivalled Auction Service you a r e d ealing with a finn whose: 
certified cash turnove1· exceed s $20,000,000.00. 

Their Selling Commission is 12 1-2 % Only. 

The " Lamborn " s e ries of sales is cancelled, but already catalogs 
for the N ew Season are in print. The y include many world 
rarities a nd ite ms of extre m e value . 

Detailed 1uu-tic ulai·s of sales will b e a nnom1ced in STAMPS. 

\ V1·ite f01· A uction Catalogues to 

DAHMER ROOKE A co.!' Ltd. 
The World's Leading Philatelic Auctioneers 

2 ARUNDEL STREET~ STRAND~ LONDON~ ENGLAND 
Cable Philator•s J.;ondon 

The Special Collectors Club Edition of 

The Stamps of Great Britain 
PART I 

Translated by J. B. Seymour from the Kohl Handbook, has now 
been reduced from $2.00 to $1.50 per copy, plus ·15c postage. 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
30 East 42nd Street, New York City 
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SILVER JUBILEE STAMPS 

The Philatelic Journal of Great Britain 
Contains a Comple te Survey 

Br P. L . PEMBERTON 

Of the Jubilee Stamps of the British Empire 

Containing: Descriptions with illustrations of the most promin ent varieties with 
their positions on t h e sheets. Detai ls of plate and marginal numbers an d imprints, 
s ize of sheets, numbers printed (wherever known), etc. etc . Togeth er with a com­
plete check-list. An invaluable guide to th ese popular stamps. Fully illustrated. 

Price 1 Oc Post Free 
(Current unused U. S. stamps accepted.) 

GREECE AND TURKEY 
W e have a large stock of the a bove countries, including important purchases 

from the Collections of the late W. Dorning Beck ton and Colonel Wilson . 
Mint B locks, Rare Errors, Cov er s , etc., as \ Veil a s All Ordinary Varieties. 

Seli, Pemberton & Co., Ltd. 
12 South Molton Street LONDON, W. 1, ENGLAND. 

Cables SEFIPEM-LONDON 
PERCY G. DOANE 

608-9 Tribune Bldg. 

154 Nassau St., New York City 

---- 0----

AUC'TION SALES A SPECIALTY 

CATALOGUES FREE ON REQUEST 
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FOR UNUSUAL ITEMS IN 

AIRMAIL STAMPS 
As Well as Fine 

SETS, 

RARITIES 
and 

COLLECTIONS 
see 

EMIL BRUECHIG 
Airmail Stamps E xclusively 

522 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
--·--------------------------' 
Boston Auction Sales 
/ 

I hold auctions regularly in Boston, and would be 
glad to send my Catalogues to any Collector applying 
for them. 

I am always in the market for collections, U. S. or B.N.A. which 
I will buy f or cash outr ight, or sell at private sale, or at auction on a 
commission basis. If desired, a liberal advance against pending sales 
will be allowed on any desirable items. 

~~~ D A N I E L F . K E L L E H E R 

7 \Yater Street Room404 Boston, Mass. 
L _ _______ _ 
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i 
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I 

LET US SHOW YOU 

What We Can Do 
With A Want List 

For many years we have continually built up our stock of the I 
-·----..a.:.==:.:.------------------------------------------------------

~· 

! 9th & 20th CENTURY STAMPS of the WORLD 
I 
I 
I 

and believe that we can offe r a selection that will interest you and 
at prices that will prove attractive. 

Local and visiting collectors are welcome at all times. 
Items will be s ubmitted on approval to those known 
to u s 01· who suppl y commercia l references. 

DOMAN KRASSA co.!' In~. 

116 Nassau Street New York, N. Y. 
A GRAND PRIX 
COLLECTION 

WE HAVE PURCHASED THE FAMOUS COLLECTION OF 

BELGIUM AND BELGIAN CONGO 

from the late Baron Caroly, which obtained the Grand Prix at the 

Brussels Exhibition. It comprises all issues in mint state with 

wonderful blocks and rarities. A unique opportunity for acquiring 

unusual material. I have also 10 volumes of proofs and essays . 

• • • 
ALL PRICED SEPARATELY . 

• • • 

FRANI( GODDEN Ltd. 
359 Strand LONDON, W. C. 2, ENGLAND 
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Special Offers & Bargains ·-·-· Scott' s No. *-mi nt, o- u sed . ·-·-· QUALl'I'Y FIRS'I' RATE • 
.Al1 sent 011 :11•1n·o,':tl agains t de1•os it or 

first- c lass r eference. ·-·-· G ibr11ltnr, £1 • 47 or 57 . . .......... $35.00 
Luxemburg. 138, l Ofr green • ....... 23.50 
do. 24 , 37 'h e. • s car c e .... . ........ 30 .00 
do. 24 , supe rb o . ................. 20.00 
S weden. 93 a nd 95 , 55 a nd 800. • .... 80.00 
JUon:i<"o, 10, 5fr. • v e ry fr e s h .... .. . 67 .50 
d o. S. P. 302-30 8 • ... .. . . ..... . .... 43.00 
do. S. P. 309 - 31 8 • . . ..... .. . .. . ... . 85 .00 
:ll:llt:i. 61 • 5 / - G e o . .. .... .... . ..... 10.00 
do. 65 • 10 / - rare ... . . . ........... 95.00 
do. 76 • 10 / - s c ript .. ... ........... 37.50 
do . 82 • 2 / - .. .. ...... . .. .. ....... . 14.00 
Portuµ;:il. 124-1 38 Anthon y s e t o .... 35 .00 
r. ieehtens tein. V a duz sh e e t • .. . .. .. . 8.00 
Reli.,--ium. S. P. 370 - 38 3 • . ... .. . ..... 35.00 
do . " Roi ca squ e" 123-136 • ........ . 22 .50 ·-·-· 1n:u1y E:xltibi1ion sl1eetN, Ze1>1>s S. A. and 
Polar Fliglats. Gr:tf ZeIJpeliu &c. tnint, 

used or on covers, in stock. ·-·-· HEALE RS! Ask for Free TRADE J.,ISTS: ·-·-· JOHN BIANCHI (Inc.) 
1U:1iso n cle Confiance 

24- Streuli St., Zurich 7, S \\·itzerland 
Est. 1917 
Free Appraisal 

Fair Prices 

Prompt Payment 

Bookle t. of Information 

Free on R e que st 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 
Buyers of Postage Stamps 

108 Massachusetts Ave., Boston 
PALESTINE AND 
TRANS-JORDAN 

ONLY 

I hold the fin est stock in the whole 
world , from the commonest to the rar­
est, an d can submit on approval 

COLLECTIONS 
fu lly written-up and illustrated, con­
ta ining unused and used co pies, blocks, 
pan es, comple te and r e-constructed 
sheets, with complete settings of the 
overprints, in value from a few pounds 
to several hundred pounds, and at at­
tractive prices. 

'V:mt Lists ARE desired and r ec e ive f ull 
a ttention, th ey a r e not c onside r ed a nui­
sance. 

I am alwa ys ope n to buy nice pi e c e s, 
compl e t e sh ee t s or l a rge b l ocks of the 
first lP .. and 5M. on lP., or of the ove r ­
printed issue s a nd the high valu e s of the 
first iss u e of Trans-Jordan, a nd I par­
ticularly want the L evant issues of all 
Europe an coun tr ies used in P a l e stin e, 
e ith e r on or off cove r. 

A c opy of my brochure on Pales tine, 
with e n larged photographic illustrations 
of ever y ove rprint, m ay b e h a d on ap­
plication, free of charge and p ostpaid. 

MAJOR J. J. DARLOW, B. P. A. 
The Fil's, Waxwell Lane, Pinner, Eng. 
South Afri~an 
Exhibition Sheets 

At t h e Inte rnational P hilate li c Exhibi­
ti o n (he ld in c o njunctio n w ith Johanne s ­
burg's Jubile e Em pire Exhibiti on) in No­
ve mbe r n ex t th e P . O. D e pt. will i ssu e a 
limi t ed numbe r of miniature sheets of 6 
1hd. posta g e sta mps and s imilar shee ts of 
ld . stamps, w ith a ppropriate insc riptions 
in th e m a rgins . As th e P. 0. Dept. will 
n o t h a ndl e m a il orders th es e s h ould b e 
se nt t o u s f o r first-cl a ss s e rv ice. 

llint s h ee t s of U 1/2d. and U ld. s t:11n1)s for 
aoc. the 2. 

Both s heets used on 1st day on official 
Pllil. E~~- co,"ers fron1 Phil. Ex. P. 0. for 
50c. the 2. 

Doth s h eets use tl 011 Ollicin.l E1n1)ire Ex. 
CO"vers fro1u En11>ire Ex. P. O. for 50c. 
the 2. 

No r educ ti o n for quantit ie s. Cove rs wi ll 
b e a ddress ed to y ou. Postage on mint 
s h eets 6c. extra i f no cove rs are ordered. 
Offi c ia l souve nir cove rs from Ph il. o r Em ­
pire Ex. with ordi n ary sta mps a nd spec ia l 
pos tma rks, addressed to y o u, 15c. each 
(b y airma il 45c. ) . Pl ease ord e r ear ly and 
r e mit b y Int ' l M. 0. on ly. Will apprec i­
ate your using comm e moratives for post ­
a g e . 

ROBERTSON STAMP COMPANY 
(PTY.) LTD .• 

P. O. Box 5826, 
JOHANNESB URG, S . AFRICA. 
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A1·tistically m·1·anged pages h eld in a 
h a n d some , strong, fabricoid spring-back 
bind er make up t h e Poole SENSIBLE 
a lb u m for United States s tamps. 

• • • • 
Planne d for the co ll ector of average 
m eans, this a lbum provide s a goal of com­
pl e t e n ess t h a t is n ot impossible, a nd ye t 
there 2.r e spaces for a ll important stand­
ard va ri e ties. It c osts but a on e -c ent 
s tamp to investiga t e for a sampl e page, 
a nd th e l arge d escripti ve prospectus is 
free on requeet . 

• • s • 
'\V h y not \Yrite :and invest i ;:;:t te totlny? 

Price $3.00 Express paid 

Su11pl eme nt A for Co il s a nd Imper fs. in 
P .Ain .s . 50c extra 

Supplem e nt B for Exhi b ition Sheet~. 40c 
extra 

Quadrill e pages to match, 5 0 c for 25 
G lass ine s h eets for protectio n , 25c for 25 
Kodapak s h eets for protec tion, 50c for 25 
Fabric oid case to match a lbum , $1.00 

~ . " " 
B. w. H. POOLE 

607 Merritt Bldg. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 
Christmas 
Cards 
Genuine Coppe•· 
Plate Et~hings 

that are worthy of framing. 

• • • 
1 Oc to 25c each 

A few at 50c and $1.00 

• • • 
l''[a y we send 
you' samples? 

• • • 
Associa ted Etch er s 

100 Sixth Avenue 

New York, N. Y. 
AUCTION SALES 
ON 

AIR MAIL 
AND 

UNITED STATES STAMPS 
HELD REGULARLY. 

Catalogues Sent Free Upon Request. 

"\Vorld's Leaders In 

AIR MAIL STAMPS 
Suppl y Every Possible 'Vant. 

WE ARE IN THE MARIIBT FOR IIlGH 
GRADE COLLECTIONS. 

Sanabria's Air Post Journal 
l{eeps Dealers and Collecto1·s Informed 

on 

AIR POST STAMPS 
Supplemen tal To 

Standard Catalogue of Air 
Post Stamps 

1936 Edition- De Luxe Bound- $2.50 

NICOLAS SANABRIA, INC. 
17 E. 42nd St., New York City 
UNITED STATES LOCALS. 
1\1la 111 !"1 '~ Co., C aliforni:t , 1 8.54, 25c 

block of four unused .... (6201) $24.00 
A.1u erie:111 Letter lUnil Co. 1844, 5c 

blu e o n blu e gray initi a le d C. C. 
on cover . ....... ... .... (6221) 20.00 

D. o . Jl lootl & C o •• P b i l::ule l 1> hi n, Pa., 
184(), 3c blac k on cove r .. (6253) 20.00 

1S41i, 3c bl ac],;: on c ove r with 
Blood's lab e l . . .......... (6254) 20.00 

1847. 3c black o n cover . ... (6257) 15.00 
Bou to n 's l\l;1n J1 ;:1ttan Ex1•rcss, Ne"\V 

York City, 1 847, 2c o n green, 
"F r a nklin City" .. .. .... (6275) 40.00 

Rrai n :orcl & Co. 1844, 5c bl ack on 
cove r A lba ny to N. Y . . .. (637 8) 40.00 

R1·on ·ue 4~ C o. C incinnati , O ., 1852·-55 
2e bl ack u sed on piece w ith fan -
cy 1851, 3c . ...... . .. . . . (6403) 30.00 

C i ty Oes11ntch Post, Ne n ' York, N. 
Y . 1847- 50. 2c vermilion on n eat 
small e nve l ope .. .. ...... (6455) 40.00 

Glen H:n•en Da i ly llfail , G len Hnv­
~11 , Ne n • York, l S.W-58, l e on 
green g lazed, o n sta mped envs. 
pmkd. SCOT'l' , N. Y ...... (6528) 50.00 

l e o n g 1·ee n g l a zed on cover \Vith 
1 85 1, 3c ti ed HOMER, N.Y. (6529) 50 .00 

l{.idtle r's C i t y l~x1rress Post. Brook-
lyn. Ne,,· York, 1847, 2c o n cov -
e r Brookl y n to N. Y ... .. (6648) 80 .00 

O-.·el'ton & Co. 1844, 5c o n gree ni s h 
irre gu larly c ut on cov e r from 
N e w York to P ro v ide n ce . (6700) 45 .00 

Prin ce's I .. etter Dis1n1tcl1 . Portland, 
l\l:tine. 1sn1. 2c blac k . or iginal 
unused sheet 40, l ovel y .. (6732) 50.00 

Ric-ketts '"~ Hall . Balthuore. 1\lury-
l:o n cl . 1857. l e r ed on b l ue on 
cov~r . . . . ......... .. . ( 67 42a) 225.00 

~r~ 200 S~~t~~!:l ~Jt~1~e~1~1!:! , Pa. ~~~ 
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U. S. C 0 .MME M 0 RA Tl VE S 
Mint Imperf. Blocks of 4 

1909, 2 c I~incoln (#368 ), 2mm .. $7. 0 0 
3mm .. 6.0 0 

Complete set-
4 a rrows & cen ter lin e block . 7 6. 5 O 
4 p late n o. block s of 6, s m a ll 

star . .. . .. . ... . ..... . . 55.00 
Corner b lock s ............ 40 .00 

1909, 2 c Alaska-Yukon ( # 3 71 ). 6.00 
Complete set-

4 arrows & center line b lock . 76.50 
4 p late no. b lock s of 6 ... . . 55.00 
4 corner b lock s . ... . .... . . 40 .00 

1909, 2 c Hudson Fulton ( # 3 7 3) . 6. 0 0 
Complete set-

4 a r rows & center line block. 7 6.50 
4 p late n o. block s of 6 .. . .. 55 .0 0 
Cor ner blocks a n d plate nos., 

36 stamps .... . ...... 95.00 

• • • 
NASSAU STAMP Co. 

68 Nassau Street 
New York, N. Y. 
W. T. WILSON 
uoY Ar. Sutton Coldfield 
HOU SE ENGLAND 

(for111 e 1·ly lS J. .. iYing;stone Road, Hands­
\\'01·t h. Dirn1i11g·Junn.) 

0 • • • 

Specialist Dealer in Stamps Used 
On Original Covers, 

Both Old aucl New I ssues, and a Very 
Fine Assortment of Se veral Thousand 
Cover s F rom All Parts of the ·world is 

Availabl e . 
Se l ec tion s Se nt o n Approval by Countries 
or Groups, or W a nt Lists Invited, a n d 
Wi ll Have M y P e r son a l Attent ion . 

• • • 
H e f e r e n ces R eq u es t ed From New C l ie n t s . 

• • • 
What Do You Need? 

• • • 
Copies of l\ly Latest Special Offers aucl 
Bargains \Vith Highly Int eresting List s 
of Cover s , etc., Sent Free on Request. 

• • • 
I Specia1ize Also in the Earl y Classic 
I ssu es of 

MEXICO 
a nd Sup e rb Approvals Are Avail abl e of 
Both Unus ed a nd Used. (Th ese A r e Not 
on Covers). 
SCHAUB El( 
STAMP ALBUM 

Known all over the World. 
- 0-0-

also 

BLANK ALBUMS 
- o-o-

"DIE POST" 
The Large German Collectors 

Magazine. 
Price List 96 and Specimen Copy Free. 

-0-0-

C. F. LUECKE 
PUBJ, JSHERS 

Leip%ig 0.5 
JOSLING & CO. 
76 Strand 

(A cljoining Shell Me x House) 

lONDON, W. C. 2 

(England) 
--0 - 0 -

Philatelic Experts & Dealers in 

RARE STAMPS 
-0-0-

Specialists in the Early 

IMPERF. ISSUES 
AND 

CLASSICS 
OF ALL 

COUNTRIES 
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PARK 
ETCHINGS 

Cenuine 

Copper Plate 

Etchings 

Of t h e Design s Used on the 

P a rk I ssu rs. 

10 Etchings 

In Colors of the Sta mps f o r 

$2.50 Postpaid 

H. L. LINDQUIST ~~~ 
100 Sixth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
BELGIUM 
*-----
1: 1 I: 
1:1 
!: I 

1

::. 11 

A superb but sm a ll collection of 
the first two types of the a bove 
attr active countt·y for sale "en 
bloc" at a most r easonable fig -
u re. 

*---
~ I 
~ I 
: I 

I a l s o h ave book s wi t h f ew ex­
cep t ion s of a ll count ries of t h e 
world. E a ch stamp priced sepa­
r a t e ly. 

*---
f ~ I R efer en ces please . 
1: 1 *- ----

STUARTJ.ANDERSON 
4 Berkeley Mansions 

64 Seymour Street 

London, W. 1, England 
Bridger 
1936 Price List of 

British Colonial Stamps 
Price, Twenty-five Cents 
( r e fund e d agai n s t purc h a s e ) 

Thi s 1 00-page li s t g ives o u r pr ices for 
m os t obso le t e Br iti s h Col o n ia l stam ps, a nd 
ord e r s c a n b e fill e d fr o m ac tu a l stoc k . 

• • • 
WANT LISTS 

o f a n y c o untry, Fore ign o r Brit is h Col o ­
n ia l , a r e o ur s p ec ia lty a nd th e m a j o rit y of 
r e quire m e nts can b e s ubmi t t e d , e x cepting 
r ecen t issu es. P ri ces ave r age a bout h a lf 
s t a nd a r d c a t a l o gu es. 

• • • 
STOCK BOOKS 

' V e h a v e s p ec ia lize d s t o c k b ook s of a ll 
c ou ntr ie s , m a n y in s e v e r a l vo lum e s , s ui t ­
ab le f o r a d v a n ced c o ll ect o r s, a l so s m a ll e r 
se lec t ion s a v a il a bl e for ave r a g e c o ll ec t ors . 
K indl y state r e qui r e m e nts. 

• • • 
ITALY & COLONIES 

W e h ave p u rch a s e d a fin e c o ll ec t io n o f 
t h e s e sta mps, of a ll issu e s, unu s e d a n d 
u s e d . W a nt li s t s will r ece iv e c a r e ful a t ­
t e nt io n . 

• • • 
BRIDGER & KAY. LTD. 
170 Strand, London, W . C. 2 , Eng. 
Whitfield King's 

New Issue Service 
Embraces the Whole World 

F AMOUS 
OR 
IFTY YEARS! 

.. Ask for tle!iwrhJth'e I~eafl ct '"~ Orde r F orni. 

• • • 
DO Y OU SU USC RIH E TO THE 

" PHILATELIC BULLETIN?" 
lt cos t s o nl y 36 ce n t s p e r a nnum a nd is 
w e ll wo r t h i t. P ubli s h e d r e g ula rl y eac h 
n1 onth a.n d c o n t a in s m a n y ex c lus i v e f ea ­
tu r e s of in t e r es t t o e v e ry coll ec to r . Ask 
for spec im e n c opy or send r e mi t t a n ce n ow 
in unu sed Co m n1 e n1ora ti ve S t a 1nps. 

• • • 
1 a O-p;1 g;e Pr'i<~e List o f Stkts a1ul Pa c l_i: e t s, 
c o n t a ining in a n y th o u sa n d s of quota ti o n s, 
a l so ill ustrate d li st of t h e w e ll-known 
"Parai::on." "A.c in e" & ''Co 1nnos " Loose ­
L eaf A l b um s se n t fr ee on r e qu est. 

• • • 
WHITFIELD KING & CO. 

Ipswich , England 
Establi s h e d 1869 . 



The HIGHEST AW ARD 
for any BRITISH EMPIRE PUBLICATION 

Shown at Tl PEX was won by the 

• • • 
ORDER YOUR COPY NOW 

:- : There are only a few left :- : 

• • • 
PRICES 
Postfree 

Catalogue only . . . . . .. ....... . ..... . . . . .... $1. 75 
Do. with ENCYOLOP .lEDIA . . . . . . .. . ....... . $3.30 
Do. Do. De Luxe . . . . ... . .. ... .. ...... ... $5.25 

• • • 
' (U. S. Readers Can Obtain Copies From 

A. F. Auerbach, 197·26 Carpenter Ave ., Hollis, New York.) 

• • • 
WE WANT 

TO BUY 
19th Century Covers - {Lo~als and Bb1eds) 

General and Colonial. Colleeiions 
Speeialised Colleeiions 

and Bare Pieees 
• • • 

Send us a description of the material which you wish to sell, 
or alternatively send the lot over for examination. 

• • • 
Bankers: Barclays , 160 Piccadilly, London, \V. 1. 

• • • 
THE REGENT STAMP co." Lid. 

96 Regent Si." London" England 



THEO DO.RE 
Expert and Publisher 

PARIS 13, RUE DROUOT PARIS 

ST AMP COLLECTORS! Send us your 

==WANT LISTS== 
Our LARGE STOCK, which we are continually adding to, makes it possible fOI' us to supply practically THE WHOLE 
OF YOUR WANTS AT A LOW COST by pricing each stamp net on the basis of our COST PRICE. . 

If Your Efforts to Procure Hard-to-Cet Stamps Have Proved in Vain-TRY US. 
We only deal in first-class stamps, which are guaranteed genuine. 

The more valuable stamps, will, on request, be signed by us on the back. 

A specimen copy of my Illustrated Bulletin Mensuel, with a new issue chronicle, many interesting articles and a large 
list of stamps o1fered at bargain prices is sent free to each applicant. Yearly subscription to same Fcs. 10.-

THEODORE 
Expert and Publisher 

PARIS 13, RUE DROUOT PARIS 


