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The Best· Price 

For Your Stam·ps--
that's what you want, of course, when you decide 
to sell. To be assured of this, the wise thing to do 
is to choose an auction service with a sterling repu­
tation, a long record of successful sales with high 
realizations, and the know-how that comes with 
many years of experience. 

Harmer Rooke qualifies fully. Let us advise you 
on your stamp-selling problem. If you are not fa­
miliar with our service, we will be glad to send 
you our new folder , "What Harmer Rooke can do 
for YOU ." Write us today ! 

HARMER .ROOKE 
& CO., Inc. 

Leading Auctioneers of Fine Stamps 

560 Fifth Avenue, New York 36, N. Y. 



WHETHER A COLLECTION of GENERAL FOREIGN F OR: 
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(The Largest Check Ever Written For Purchases At A Stamp Auction) 

"Weill of New Orleans" 
are prepared to pay a fair price 

May we make an offer for your stamps? 

Raymond H. ROGER G. WEILL RAYMOND H. WEILL 

WEILL 
Compan y 407 Royal Street, New Orleans 16, La .. 
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Ask for Our Au~tion Sale Catalog 
sent free of charge to everybody seriously 

interested in rare stamps. Our next 43rd 

sale will be held 

February 24th• Mar~h 3rd~ 1956 
at Zuri~h 

break-up of a General Collection including 

especially : OLD GERMAN STATES and 

OLD ITALIAN in finest condition , also 

AIR-STAMPS. 

CORINPHILA Bahnhofstrasse 76 ZURICH 
(Switzerland) 
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The 
.. 

'\ ~ IL R'fr5. \ :\ NEW AMERICAN 

STAMP 

CATALOG 

1956 EDITION 

$3.00 

In this just-off-the-press edition you ' ll find addi tional fun 
and knowledge in the exc iting new secti ons on: 

* CANAL ZONE ; CUAM ; HAWAII ; RYUKYU 
ISLANDS ; UNITED NATIONS. 

* U. S. administration of: CUBA ; PHILIPPINE 
ISLANDS ; PUERTO RICO. 

* POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS ; POSTAL CARDS ; 
OFFICIAL CARRIERS. 

PLUS all the wonde rful material on United States stamps of all classes which made 
the 1954- 55 ed it ion a best- sell e r. 

Th is book w ill open up new collecting vistas for you - it 's one no serious collector 
can affo rd to m iss. 

WRITE, PHONE OR COME IN - Beyond Delivery Area Add 35c for Shipping Charges. 

- Available at Th e Collectors' Stamp and Coin D epa1·tm ents -

GIMBELS 
Ninth at Market Sts. 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 

GIMBELS GIMBELS GIMBELS 
Westchester 

Yonkers, N . Y. 
W. Wi sconsin Ave. 
Milwaukee 3. Wisc. 

33rd at Broadway 
New York 1, N. Y. 

MARSHALL FIELD & CO. 
Chicago 90 , Illinois 

RICH' S 
Atlanta 2, Ga. 

WOODWARD & LOTHROP 
Washington, D. C. 

KAUFMANN'S 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

JOSKE BROS. CO. 
San Antonio, Texas 

JORDAN lllARSH COMPANY 
Boston, Massachusetts 

THE J. L. HUDSON CO. 
Detroit, Michigan 

HALLE BROS. 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Considers one of its most important functions the 

improvement of relations between Collectors and 

Dealers . . . Our more than 800 Members are 

pledged to serve you wel I. 

The stamps which they sell you must be and are 

Guaranteed Genuine . 

We urge you to purchase your stamps from dealers 

displaying the A. S. D. A. Symbol. 

We firmly believe that the Members of the 

Collectors Club and The American Stamp Dealers' 

Association are engaged in a joint enterprise - the 

Improvement of Philately. 

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 
116 Nassa·u Street New York 38, N. Y. 
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Editorials 

Our Next Number 
Pardon us if we gloat a bit, although we 

believe the announcement to be made need 
not be done with modesty. 1956 marks an 
anniversa ry year threefold . It is:-

r. The 6oth year of THE COLLECTORS CLUB. 

2. Volume 35 of this magazine, THE 

COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST. 

3. The 5th time the U nited States st ages 
an Internati onal Philatelic Exhibition 
in New York City. 

Therefore we became ambitious, and made 
some elabo rate plans which will materi alize 
with the nex t number of this magazine you 
will receive. For the occasions, it will be a 
SPECIAL number. Its contents w ill be 
conside rably ove r the usual 64 pages. So 
much fo r th e quantity. 

As for the quality, many of top names in 
wo rld philately have cont ributed ar ticles. 
Of course, U nited States leads with three 
a rticl es; two disclosing important recently­
fou nd docu ments on some 19th century stamp 
issues, and an ambitious attempt to describe 
comprehensively the g reatest U. S. stamp of 
th e 20th century. Both 19th and 20th cen­
tury issues from foreign cou ntries wi ll be 
studied , as well as postal history and postal 
markings. There will also be articles of 
general interest ra ther than one for the in­
tense specialist, of w hich this magazine has 
had too few. 

To celebr ate the occasion, we may even 
wear a new su it" by using a special cover. 

Every member, if he enjoys this SPECIAL 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, N
number, should th ank th e officers and gov­
ernors of the Collectors Club, who allowed 
us the use of the financing necessa ry to pro­
duce such an extra special issue of the COL­

LECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST. 

Not Always- "As You Like It" 
A well-worn cliche says th at there are two 

kind s of advice; good and bad . It is our 
belief that because too m any philatelists 
fear giving bad advice, they rationalize by 
telling the newer collector to collect what 
he lik es . We think th at many collectors in 
the earlier st ages of philately need good ad­
vice and to w ithhold this is doing them a 
disservice. An actu al expe rience may prove 
ou r point. 

A good friend and neighbor of ou rs is a 
rather successful Tew York City doctor of 
medicine. He told us he collected stamps 
as a boy and th en gave it up about the time 
he reached th e adolescent age . About a dec­
ade or so ago, he decid ed to renew stamp 
collecting, feeling the need for an indoo r pur­
suit for his relatively scarce leisure time. 

This doctor began by collecting recent 
Uni ted States commemoratives in mint blocks 
of four and also similar blocks on cachet first 
day unaddressed cove rs. Without interrup­
tion, he continued this type of collecting. H e 
had no album, no stamp catalog, no philate lic 
library, no hinges, no tweezers, no philatelic 
accessories whatever. His wife went regu­
larly to a neighborhood stamp shop, buying 
th e blocks and first day covers shortly af ter 
the stamps were iss ued. He put th e mint 
blocks in envelopes and the covers in a shoe 
box. 
O. 1 



EDITORIALS 
It was some yea rs befo re we knew th at 
our friend was a st amp collector. Several 
years ago, we visited his home for a social 
evening, and it was not long before he sheep­
ishly admitted th at he collectod st amps. This 
was because, as he late r explained it, he stood 
in awe of our mature st age in philately, be­
lieving it was embarrassing for a rank be­
ginner to consult a seasoned phil a telist. 

As the doctor was showing us his "col­
lections", he ·seemed to sense a certain lack 
of enthusiasm on our part. Not wishing to 
discour age him and perhaps have him quit 
collecting forever, we exe rcised restraint by 
making as few comments as possible. 

However, our inherent lack of enthusiasm 
after the first knowledge of our friend 's 
stamp collecting activities must have made 
an impression. Every time we saw him after 
this , he would find an occasion to discuss his 
stamps with us, even if only for a few min­
utes. Finally the day came w hen he spoke 
substantially like this:-

"You know I don 't see much to this st amp 
collecting. I've kept up with it because 
someday th e boys (his young sons) may take 
an interest. But I think I'll drop it. How 
can I go about selling? You know I've spent 
a few hundred doll a rs." 

This allowed us an opportunity, which we 
shall always remember, to speak out as a 
forthright fri end. We said:-

"Look, Doc, you have not been collecting 
stamps. You 've been automatically accumu­
lating some paper and storing it away with­
out its giving you any real pleasure or cul­
tural enjoyment. 

" You told me that years ago, you took a 
post-gradu ate course in medicine in Germany. 
You went back there last summer for a vaca­
tion . You read some German. Your grand­
mother came to this country as a young girl 
from Germany. Why don 't you collect Ger­
man stamps?" 

Suffice it to say th a t th e advice was fo l­
lowed, and a r eal st amp coll ector has de­
veloped. Now the doctor spend s two nights 
a week with his st amps. He owns both a 
general and specialized catalog. He has 
formed a small phil atelic libr ary. H e is 
watching auction dealers' catalogs for ma­
terial he needs. He writes occasionally to a 
retail de aler, sending him a want list. But 
2 THE C
he h as two compl aints. The first is that he 
can 't buy ce rtain st amps even ' tho they cata­
log for less th an a dollar. The second one 
is th a t he is beginning to accumul ate so much 
th at he doesn 't know when he 'll ever get th e 
tiine to put it in order. 

Finally, th e oth er day he telephoned to 
give the following news:-

"You know I was looking for a cancell a­
tion of th e small town in Germany whe re 
my gr andmoth er was born. I just fou nd it 
in an auction lot I bought. And its date is. 
the same as he r year of birth. H ow's th at 
for a co- incidence?" 

"Furthermore, I fou nd a cover in this 
sa me lot sent to th e ci ty where th e Uni­
versity, at which I studied med icin e, is lo­
cated. Believe it or not, th e cove r is ad­
dressed to an old professor who t aught 
me! ,' 

We close by asking you this qu es tion:­
Suppose we h ad said to our friend ; collect 
what you like? 

Crime Prevention 
In the past, these columns have criticized' 

some collectors for being nigga rdly about the 
ca re and preservation of their philatelic 
properties by using infe rior grade accessor ies 
like hinges and album pages. In recent 
years compl aints have been voiced about the 
increase in price for frames in phil atelic ex­
hibitions such as th e ten dollar charge fo r a 
fr ame in th e coming FIPEX. Such cri ti­
cisms a re short-sighted. 

Every philatelist has been te rrified by the 
recent se ries of thefts at national philatelic 
exhibits. The most upsetting factor is th eir 
continu ance in almost th e same manner wi th ­
ou t the thieves being caught. This latte r is 
a police matter. Inste ad we w ish to refe r t C> 
better meth ods being used to prevent such 
th ef ts. 

There is gener al agreement th at th e rob­
beries of th e past yea rs have almost been by 
invita tion . B ad lighting, old fr ames, no or 
broken glass and insufficient protection all 
have been con tributing fac tors to make th e 
thi eves' job eas ier. Obviously the entry fee­
for such phil atelic exhibits are but a few 
dollars a fr ame. If collectors keep insisting 
OLLECTORS C LUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. ~ 



EDITORIAL S 
upon such nomin al charges, th ey mu st be 
prepared to suffer th e consequ ences. 

But in ord er to afford th e bes t possible 
protection against th eft , better fra mes are 
r equi red along with a su fficient number of 
gua rd s and adequate lighting. The prudent 
exhibitor w ill demand this, and glad ly pay the 
add itional cost fo r his pro tection. The shor t­
sighted coll ector w ill balk at a higher charge 
not realiz ing th a t he ge ts fo r w hat he pays. 

F or example, th e coming F IPEX w ill dis­
pl ay about th e fi nes t arr ay of phil atel ic ma­
ter ial ever shown. Intern ational ph ilatelic 
exhibitions a re wanted by eve ryone. Th at 
is w hy U . S. philately st ages one every ten 
year s. Should the re be some valu able st amps 
stolen a t th e New Y ork C oliseum as th ere 
we re in Cali fo rni a, F lorid a o r Virginia, 
th en all of us can be conce rn ed about h aving 
any future exhibitions. The planning Com­
mittee of F IPEX is making all efforts to 
afford exhibito rs th e bes t protection. L et us 
support th em by paying for crime prevention, 
which is fa r less expensive th an suffering 
losses th ro ugh th ef ts because of in adequ ate 
security measures . 

The Appeal of the Unpopular 

The keen obse rver of th e phil atelic field 
perceives a r a th er general pattern in study­
ing the develop ment of collector s of st amps. 
Those in the more fo rm ative st ages of col­
lecting seem to tread th e well-beaten path 
adhering closely to stamps th at a re popular. 
H oweve r , as a collector matures, he seems to 
become more adventu rous by going into phil a­
telic specialties th at a re r elatively less popu­
la r. There a re a few exceptions, but because 
of this gener al trend, we should try to ac­
count fo r this. 

Basically it seems to r evolve around th e 
question of more fun fo r less money w ith th e 
unpopula r. Most advanced coll ecto rs, al­
though possessing a st ro ng pride of owner­
ship, appea r to r eceive little enjoyment from 
simply purch asing a st amp fo r a pl ace in the 
album. They seek more significance to st amp 
collecting. The challenges a re fa r g reater in 
th e less popula r fi eld s. One is not fru s­
trated be ause of a lack of th e necessary 
fin ances. In th e unpopular special ties, rarity 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST , VOL. XXXV, 
often is obta in able w ithout large expendi­
tures; whereas in the popula r phil atelic fie lds, 
all but th e wealthy too quickly reach a sat­
urat ion point beca use th e st amps th ey lack 
are beyond th eir means. 

Another fac to r lending attr action wi th th e· 
un popula r is th e g reater horizons fo r indi-· 
vidual initi ative. It is simil a r to th e spirit 
of th e ea rly pionee r s, w ho developed this 
co untry. T he unpopula r seldom seems to 
offe r a relatively speedy goal of completion. 
But if it does, one may th en turn to another 
less popula r country. 

W e beli eve th at if a census we re made 
among thi s Club's membership, one w ould 
find th at th e majo rity a re inte res ted in phil a­
telic specialties th at definitely r ank as th e 
less popular. Ce rtainly this Club 's member­
ship represents a cross-section of th e more 
advanced phil atelists. Wh at better illustra­
tion is th ere th an th e se ries of a rticles in this 
magazine th at have been selected annu ally 
as the bes t published? There is Costa Rica, 
China, V enezuela, Colombi a, F rench M oroc­
co and Travancore-Cochin. Furthe r proof, 
if needed, can be fo und w ith this Club 's semi­
monthly meetings. L ook over the progr ams 
of th e las t few yea rs, and one find s Liberi a, 
J ammu and K ashmir, Ireland , C orrientes, 
B aden, D enm ark, H aiti and so on. 

Th e appeal of phil ately fo r those wh o h ave 
pursued it fo r a time is its ch arm, relax a­
tion , study and quiet . All this is highly in­
dividu alist . Of slight o r no a ttr action is 
popula r ity w ith a mass of people milling 
around. The mature philatelist is content 
to enj oy hi s st amps by himself or in th e com­
pany of a r ela tively few oth er s with simil ar 
interes ts and feelings. All of th ese bas ic 
r equisites seem to come packaged better in 
the unpopula r fi eld s. 

And finally th e unpopular seems to t ake 
us back to th e qui eter ways of liv ing. The 
advanced phila telist fi nds a ce rta in charm to 
th e less scientific means used to print st amps 
or tr ansport mails, and a genuine att raction 
to th e c rud e r n a ti ve c raft sman sh ip th at 
of ten comes in the less popula r fi elds. Some­
times it is w hat mos t collecto rs conside r the 
leas t attractive in st amps th at genu inely ap­
peals to th e more advanced collector. The 
furth er a coll ecto r advances in phil ately, th e 
more he seems to leave the w ell-beaten t rack. 
N O. I 3 



AWARDS TO C.C.P. 0 F F I c E R s, G 0 v E R N 0 R s I 9 5 6 
Top International Awards 
To The C. C. P. 

In two Phil atelic E xhibitions held in 
America during November 1955, this m aga­
zine and members of th e E ditori al Commit­
tee we re awa rd ed th e top honors in th e 
Phil a tel ic Literatu re Division. 

"The Third Exposicion F il atelica acional 
in Bogota, Colombi a" took place in conjunc­
tion with "The Seventh P ostal U nion Con­
ference of th e Am er icas and Spain" . Phil a­
telic publications f rom all th e member na­
tions only we re invited to enter some of th eir 
literature. Through M r. F . G . L arsen, Di­
rector of this Bogota, Colombi a E xhibition, 
th e foll owing inform ation has reached us. 
There we re a total of 60 entries in th e 
Phil atelic Literature Division. The Judges 
aw arded only 4 GOLD medals, of w hich 
members of The COLLECTORS CLU B 
gained 3 out of th e 4. They were: 

G olrl Nl edal to TH E COLLECTORS CLU B 
PH ILATELIST. 

G old M edal to th e handbook "The P ostage 
Stamps and P ostal History of Tibet" by 
H . D. S. H ave rbeck. 

Gold Medal to "The M ercury Stamp 
J ournal " edited and published by Ed w in 
lVIueller as th e best in Ph ila telic Liter ature 
by Profess ionals. 

In addit ion, the fo llowing C . C . P . wo rks 
were honored: 

Silver M edal to th e booklet "The H awker 
Stamp of Newfoundl and " by H enry M . 
Goodkind origin ally published in our Volume 
30, No. 2. 

Bro nz e M edal to The Coll ectors C lu b 
4
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handbook " E arly American P erforating Ma­
chin es and P erforations" by Winth rop S. 
Boggs. 

Shortly after the C olombi a Exhibition, 
"The Exposicion Fila telica Intern acional 
Centenari a de C uba (CUPEX)" was held , 
and agai n TH E C OLLECTORS C L U B 
ga rnered some of the top awa rd s in th e Phil a­
telic L ite rature Divis ion. 

One of th e coveted G OLD medallions ( 18 
karat ) was awa rded to this C lub and its 
magaz ine, COLLECTORS CLU B PH ILATELI ST. 
Also a F IRST Awa rd, in th e fo rm of a 
Silve r-gilt medallion, was sent to the Ed itor 
along wi th a handsome Diploma of CUPEX. 

These hand some and valu able Award s 
from Colombi a and C ub a w ill be on displ ay 
from t ime to tim e here in th e Clubh ouse. 
THE COL LECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST awa rds 
especially can be rega rded as recognition of 
th e wo rthy se rvices by many to phil ately. 
Fo r instance, in Colombia th e complete vol­
ume of six numbers fo r the yea r 1952 was 
entered in the Phil a telic Literature Division. 
Inspection of th e Index to this Volume 32 
will disclose th at ove r fo rty C OLLECTORS 
C L U B members contributed articles, book 
reviews and w rite-ups of our meetings. 
Therefore , th ese G OLD medals truly be­
long not to one person or just th e few on this 
magaz ine's E ditorial Boa rd , but a re a recog­
niti on of th e fin e se rvices of many. 

So we may say to eve ryone w ho has con­
tributed to THE COLLECTORS CLU B PH ILAT­
EL IST, th at their efforts have been intern a­
tionally recognized and respected as shown 
by th e above ment ioned awards recently con­
fer red. 
LECTORS CLU B PHI LATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. I 



UNITED STATES 

American Colon ial Postal Markings 

By E U GE E V. CO TN ETT, 3rd 
The Early American Postal Authorities 

"Thus it was th at His Maj esty's post came 
to an end , in th e thirteen colonies, on Decem­
be r 27 , 1775". This quotation is from a 
scholarly articl e on Benj amin Franklin in a 
highly respected publication. I have come 
across simil ar st atements a number of t imes 
in oth er w ritings on th e history of the 
American post office. 

For th e benefit of students of postal his­
tory, and collectors of 18th century covers, 
it might be useful to correct the impression 
th at the Brit,ish P ost Office ceased to operate 
in what is now th e United States w hen the 
Continental Congress passed the P ost Office 
Act of July 26, I 77 5, and appo inted Frank­
lin as P ostm as ter-Gener al. It is true th at 
Hugh Finlay, who had been m ade D eputy 
P ostm as ter-G eneral by the C row n w hen 
F ranklin was relieved of hi s position on 
J anu a ry 31, 1774, closed his office in O ctober 
1775, as did J ohn Foxcroft, th e o th er D eputy 
Postm as ter-General in V irgin ia, two months 
later . But it is not tru e th a t the Contin ental 
Congr ess postal auth orities took over all th e 
postal se rvice at th at tim e. The fo llowing 
is w hat I bel ieve to be an accurate account 
of th e ope ration of the seve ral pos tal authori ­
ties in America up to the time th e U nited 
States P ost O ffice D epa rtment took over 
completely. 

The Mail and Its Markings 

The mails in what is now the U nited 
States have been ca rried unde r three different 
governmental postal auth orities. In th e be­
ginn ing, mail w as handled by th e British 
Coloni al postal system. In 1639 the M assa­
chu setts G ener al Court in augu rated a ve ry 
TH E COLLECTORS CL U B PHILATEL IST, VO L. XX XV, N
Fig . l . One of two recorded examples of a 
British Occupation postmark from Charles­
town , S. C. dated Oct . 16, 178 0. 

limited se rvice for th e handling of oversea 
mail , designating th e house of one Richa rd 
Fairbanks in Boston as th e pl ace w here let­
te rs fo r E ngland we re to be deposited. It 
was not until 1673 th at a pos tal se rvice­
st arted between Massachu se tts, Connecticut 

Fig . 2. Front of t he Charlestown cover , show­
ing the IN shil ling rate mark . 
O. I 



AM E RICA N COLONIAL POSTAL MARKINGS 
and New Yark. In 1692 a service was es­
t ablished which r an from P ortsmou th , Tew 
H ampshire, to Virginia, wi th some su pport 
from th e colonies of Massachusetts, Con­
necticut, l ew York and P ennsylv ani a. This 
pas~ was ope rated under a patent g ranted to 
Thomas eale w ho was in England , by his 
deputy in America, Andrew H amilton. 
F in ally, in 1707, th e Briti sh Crown bought 
out Neale and operated the Colonial posts 
as a branch of th e British Post Office. 

A bas ic and detailed postal act was passed 
by the British P arli ament in 1710-11 (9 
Anne, Cap. X) which spell ed out th e man­
ner in which th e Am erican Colonial post 
was to be operated. This Act was in force 
from June l , I 71 I until O ctober IO, r 765 , 
when a new postal act was passed (5 George 
III , Cap. XXV), and the mails were car­
ried und er it as lon g as the Crown Post 
Office operated in the Colonies. 

For a short time in 1774 William Goddard 
of Baltimore is believed to have operated a 
"Constitutional Post" with funds supplied by 
the Friends of Freedom, but it is my per­
sonal belief that this post may have been 
6 THE C
chiefly confin ed to ca rrying lette rs to and 
from patriots-letters w hich might not have 
been too safe in th e hand s of th e Crown 
postal authorities. At any rate, it was not a 
gove rnmental authority. 

On July 26, r 77 5, th e Continental Con­
gress appointed Benjamin Franklin P ost­
mas ter General. H e took ove r most of the· 
routes and post offices of th e British service. 
The Articles of Confederati on were adopted 
on July 9, I 778, and th e postal service then 
operated under th a t au th ority. But it is im­
portant to note th at there was not a complete 
and clear-cut change in th e postal ad minis­
t ration at this time, as th e re we re some 
areas w here th e Tories we re st ill in th e· 
ascendant, and th e two services operated co­
incid entally in their own particular fields. 
Th e basic postal regu lations for th e Con­
federation of th e thirteen colonies were­
adopted in r 782, but it was not until r 783 
that th e British pos t al se rvice definitely came­
to an end , except at D etroit and Makinac 
which remained in th e hands of th e British 
until J ay's Treaty of r 796. 

On September 22, I 788, th e Congress of 
' 
-- -~~ 

08~/? 
Fig. 3. The earliest recorded British Colonial postmark for Portsmouth , N. H. 2 shilling rate 
mark is quadruple 6d as letter weighed 1 ounce . 
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Fig. 4. This and the cover shown in Fig. 3 are the only examples of British Colonial postmarks 
known for Portsmouth . 
th e United States passed a postal act, and 
what might be termed the Colonial Period 
came to an end . It shou ld be noted, how­
ever , th at No rth Carolin a did not join the 
U nited States until November 2 I , 1789, and 
Rh ode Island not until May 29, 1790, so th at 
postmarks from th ese t wo st ates m ay be 
consid ered as Coloni al until those dates 
r espectively. 

From th e collector's point of view, postal 
markings on st ampless covers up to I 77 5 
may be in general classified as British Co­
lonial, wi th the possible exce ption of th e 
short time during which Goddard's "Con­
stitutional P ost" may have operated. How­
eve r, th ere a re no known examples of postal 
markings which can be specifically attributed 
to Goddard 's postal service, so far as I kn ow. 

The second classification of postal mark­
ings fa lls und er the Con tin ental and Co nfed­
e ration period running from July 26, 177 5, 
to September 22, I 788-with the exceptions 
noted in r ega rd to North Carolin a and Rhode 
Island . 

The third period is that of the U nited 
States postal serv ice, w hich, of course, con­
tinues up to the present. 
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Certain other exception s to the above must 
be noted in connection with tow ns which were 
occupied by th e Briti sh during th e R evolu­
tion, and w here British postal markings were 
used during such occup ation. Savannah, 
Georgia, was occupied from th e fall of 1778 
until October 19, 178 I; Boston was occu­
pied until March 17, 1776; New York City, 
from September 15, 1776, to October 25, 
I 783; Phil adelphia from September 26, 1777, 
to June 18, 1778; Ch arles town, S. C. from 
May 12, 1780, to D ecember 14, 1782; Prince­
ton until J anu ary 3, 1777; Trenton until 
D ecember 26, I 776; Newport from Decem­
ber I 776 until th e ar riv al of Roch ambeau on 
July 20, 1780 ; Norfolk until December 177 5; 
Richmond , Va. from May (20?), 1781, until 
October 19, I781; Petersb urg, Va. from May 
20, 1781 until October 19, 1781, when th e 
surrender of Co rnw allis was accepted at 
Yorktown. 

British Colonial postmarks, either stamped 
or in manusc ript , are reported from H art­
ford , New London and No rwich, Connecti­
cut ; Annapolis and Baltimore, Maryland; 
Boston, Marblehead and Salem, Massachu­
setts; Trenton, New Jersey; Albany and 
O. I 7 



AMERICAN CO L O N IA L POSTAL M A RKI N GS 
N ew Y ork, N ew Y ork ; Elizabethtown, L an­
caster and Phil adelphi a, P ennsylvani a; New­
port and P rovidence, Rhode I sland ; C h arles­
tow n, South Ca rolin a; and H ampton, Wil­
liamsburg and N orfolk, Virgini a. This list 
h as been t aken from E. N . Sampson's "Ameri­
can Coloni al P ostmark Catalog", an indis­
pensable refe rence wo rk fo r collectors of this 
mate rial. 

This ca t alogue lists reco rded postm arks 
for British O ccup ation post al service fro m 
Boston, Trenton and C h arles town . I re­
cently obtained a C h arles town, S. Ca r. let­
ter da ted October 16, 1780, w hich carries a 
British Occup ati on postm ark of th at city, 
backst amped in bl ack, w ith a British Bishop 
mark. Mr. Sampson tells me th at this is 
the only copy of this r a r e ma rk known to 
him except for one oth er in his possession. 
See F igures 1 and 2. 

Also I have obtained t wo letters, da ted 
F ebrua ry 24 and April 7, 1775, carrying post­
marks of P ortsmouth (New H ampshire). 
These a re straight line red, w ith th e d ates 
unde rneath . These a re th e only British Co­
lonial postm arks record ed fo r this t own to 
d ate. See F igures 3 and 4. Robson L owe 
8 THE C
in " H andstruck P ost age Stamps of The Em­
pire" says : " It is possible th at a town st amp 
of th e Colonial period fo r P ortsmouth , 
(N . H .) may be fo und. " It has been ! 

An exampl e of the second classifica tion of 
postal m arkings unde r the Continental and 
C onfeder ation period running from July 26, 
I 77 5 to September 22, 1788 is shown. T his 
cove r is dated J anu a ry 26, 1787, wi th a 
stra ight line P ortsmouth postm ark in red. 
See F igure 5. An example of th e third 
cl assifica tion is shown in F igu re 6, dated 
September 5, 1809, ca r ried by th e U nited 
St ates P ost Office. T he postm ark is in black. 

Fig. 7 illustr ates a st am pless cover, un­
fo r tun ately not in th e best of condi t ion, w hich 
carries a stra ight line bl ack PORTS­
M O U TH/ SHIP-LRE postmark, w ith a 
British Bishop m ark on the back. T his let­
te r is dated C harles town (S . C.) August 26, 
1780, during th e Brit ish occupation of th at 
town. It was mailed t o L ondon " per P rovi­
dence F rigate" w hich w as a British man 
o' wa r. It ca rries a ms. l shilling ra te mark. 
The P ortsmouth mark was pu t on at P orts­
mouth , E ngland , th e naval base to w hich th e 
fr igate was r etu rning, and there put in th e 
~. 
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Fig. 5 . An example of the Continental and Confe derat ion peri od from Portsmouth . 
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AMERICA N COLONIAL POSTAL MARKINGS 
British post for London. Cornwallis was 
conducting a successful camp aign against 
Gates in Carolina, with Tarleton and Mar­
ion, th e "Swamp Fox", ca rrying on cavalry 
skirmishes. The text of this lette r is ex­
tremely interesting, and as th e last page con­
t ain s original historical matter, it is quoted: 

" I cannot close this letter w ithou t men­
tioning the h appy discovery of one of th e 
most horrid plots th at ever was fo rmed in 
any age o r country. On searching Gen'! 
Gates' Baggage which was t aken by Lord 
Co rn wallis, letters from a great number of 
the firs t people in this tow n we re found pur­
porting th at on th e approach of Gates Army 
to this place th ey would set th e Town on 
Fire in many places an din the confusion . .. 
arms and seize the Guards th en the ... th at 
to se t the prisoners at Liberty and ... eve ry 
officer of th e Garrison and afte r them eve ry 
friend to Gove rnment a list of which we are 
told th ey had made ou t and the houses they 
live in. The Tragady was to have been acted 
yesterday being Sunday & the discovery was 
not known here until L ate on Saturday. 36 
of th e H eads a re properly secured with Irons 
THE COLLECTO RS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV,
in the hold of the E a rl Sandwich . 'Tis said 
they will be sent to St. Augustine where they 
will be try'd. I could h ave furni shed you 
with a list of their names but presume you 
w ill h ave th em in the publick papers. " In 
another passage in the letter th e writer says : 
"The R ebel Army has lately been entirely 
defeated by Lord Cornwallis which must ef­
fectu ally open the province and enable the 
country people to bring in their produce 
which befo re was very precarious and dan­
gerous. of this you may rely th at the Town 
& Country are in want of every necesa ry if 
th ey h ad Money to purchase with but they 
will not h ave it in their power to Buy neces­
arys until! their produce come in." 

Fourteen month s later Cornwallis sur­
rend ered at Yorktown. 

Notes on the British Colon ial rate marks shown 
in the illustrations 

In Figure 1 the r ate m ark is "1N". This 
me ans 1 shilling, no pence. As time went 
on only one stroke of the N was ret a ined 
and we find it in the presen t manner of w rit­
ing English currency, 2/ , meaning 2 shillings 
and no pence. 
w1n·r"-"'i~nrr'.,..-,.T1.UJ1 .1. V,l\./,J.l !=,.,- ,._.i .J~ Iii.· · ~~ , ·a. . . 
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Fig . 6 . An early example of the United States Post Office period from Portsmouth . 
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A ME RI CA N COLO N IAL POSTA L MARKIN G S 
Fig. 7. A Briti sh Occupat ion le tte r from Charlestown , w ith a Portsmouth , Eng land , sh ip 
lette r mark , ca rri ed by the Brit ish fri ga te PROVIDENCE. 
In Figu re 2 the rate ma rk is a manu sc ript 
" 2". Th is letter had an enclos ure. The 
bas ic r ate for 6 0 - 100 miles was 6 pence ste r­
ling, in acco rdance w ith th e Act of P arli a­
ment effective Octobe r 10 , 1 765. H owever , 
if th e enclosu re bro ught th e we ight of the 
le tte r up to 1 ounce, th e ra te woul d be 
qu adruple 6 pence, or 2 shillings ste rling. 
Mr. M aurice C. Blake, to w hom I have 
shown thi s letter , says: "The bothersome 
fac ts th at an enclosure w as mentioned and 
T HE CO
th a t there was no indication either of dwt 
or an horizontal dash usual after a rate 
fi gure in term s of pennyweights are th us 
eliminated and consequently I w ould be will­
ing to go on r eco rd th at in my opinion this 
cover w as r a ted '2' shillings." 

The cove r in Figu re 3 shows a r a te mark­
ing of "6d" and this in acco rd ance w ith th e 
pos t al law of the pe riod, calling 6 pence 
sterling fo r th e dist ance involved. 
FRENCH MOROCCO'S 1943-44 
"TOUR HASSAN" ISSUES 

Section 11 of th e study of the "T our H as­
san" issues, published in this j ourn al, con­
tains di ag rams w hi ch indicate th e ar r angement 
of numeral type co mbin a tions on th e in te r­
medi a te tr ansfe rs used to prepa re th e la rge 
lithog raphic stones for th e ten " ad ditional 
valu es" . 

All of the diagrams a re complete, except 
th e one fo r th e third issue 3 fr. valu e (see 
page 143 of the May, 1953 , issue of the 
" P hila telist", page 36 of th e handbook )* . At 
th e time th e study was published , it had not 
L

been poss ible to locate sufficient materi al of 
thi s stamp to wo rk ou t th e distr ibution of 
numeral types completely. This deficiency 
has now been ove rcome, makin g it possible 
to repo rt th at th e diag ram fo r this value 
should read as fo ll ows: 

A-A-C-B - D 

A-C-D - B - A 

C harles Ne idorf 

*COLL EC T O RS C'L u n P H ILAT E LI ST , Vol. XXX II , p. 
43: "French Morocco , T he r943-.g T our Hassan 
I ss ues", a stu dy of Lithogrnp hy, by Charl es Neidorf. 
P ubli shed 1953 by Coll ectors Club, New York, N. Y. 
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COLOMBIA 

Secret Dot on the 1923-1 929 Scad ta A ir Mails 

By JACOB S. GLASER, F.R.P.S.L. 

Fig. 1. 5 copies of the 30 centavos blue s tamp each showing a different position of the secret 
dot as well as the degree of variation in size and shape. 
In F. W . K essler' s excellent handbook 
"The Air Posts of Colombia", 1936 edition, 
on page 83, th e re is the following reference 
to "Dot Va ri eties" on th e 1923-29 SCADTA 
company air mail issues. 

P}{OVISIONAL ISSUES-1923-1929, 
DOT VARIETIES 

"The steame r 'C hri stia n H o rn ' left 
H amburg on September 1st, 1923 with a 
supply of stamps and a rrived in Pto. Co­
lombi a abou t th e middle of October. A 
shortage of one package of 640 sheet s of 
the 3oc blue was discove red. In ord er to 
detect th e stolen stamps, th e Scadta or­
de red the remaining st amps to be ove r­
printed with a small 'dot ' on th e face of 
th e stamp. This surcha rge was done by 
machine, ove rprinting a whole sheet in one 
ope ration. The color of th e dot is th e 
same as th e st amp itself and oftentimes 
it is difficult to see th em. The following 
values have been r eported with th e dot: 
1 oc, 1 5c, 3oc, 6oc. 

"The thieves, fearing the discove ry of 
their stolen goods, burned th em, and th e 
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Scadta discontinued th e 'dot' surcha rging 
on subsequent shipments. 

"Through th e th eft of the above men­
tion ed 640 sheets, agg rava ted by the strike 
in th e German seapo rts during the late 
summer of 1923, th e 3oc value ran out in 
a short time and provisional issues had to 
be made." 

This writer, as a long tim e speci ali st on 
the stamps of Colombia, h as accumulated 
over the yea rs a siz able amount of material , 
stamps and covers havi ng these " Secret 
Dots" . The following a rticle presents further 
information th a t h as come to my attention. 

DENOMINATIONS OVERPRINTED 

Mr. Kessler stated th a t few denomin a tions 
out of a long se t of 14 were overprinted. 
The "Senf Briefmarken J ourn al o. 11 of 
June, 1932" has an a rticle on th e same sub­
ject. It mentions only th e 30 and 60 centavos 
valu es being overprinted with th e sec ret dot, 
but omits any word about the 10 and 15 

centavos values. 
H av ing examin ed thousands of st amps of 

this 1923 issue, this work res ulted in the 
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CoLOMBIA's ScADTA Co . AIR MAILS 
Fig . 2. 60c brown. Left : a copy without dot; Right : pair , both with dots. 
finding of many secret dots on the 30 centavos 
blue denomination, a far lesser number on 
the 60 centavos. But I found only one copy 
of the 1 5 centavos stamps. And only three 
1 o centavos with secret dot. 

Despite thi s, other Colombian specialists 
have informed me that the secret dots do ex­
ist on many 15 centavos denominations. Mr. 
F. G. Larsen of Bogota, Colombia, who h ad 
owned one of th e most extensive colle : tions 
of Colombian air mail st amps and covers, 
wrote me th at the secret dots were over­
printed on the IO and I 5 centavos. Mr. 
Robert ]. L yon, editor of the "Sanabria Air 
Post Catalogue", who previously ownrd a 
fin e collection of "Scad ta" stamps and cove rs, 
assured the writer that he had one or two 
copies of the IO centavos value with secret 
dots. (Fig. 3) However, in all my many 
years of collecting, I h ave found very few 
·12 THE C
copies of the roc. and only one I 5 centavos 
with a "sec ret dot". (Fig. 4) 

TWO DIFFERENT ACCOUNTS 

Both Mr. K essler and the "Senf Brief­
marken Journal" st ate th at " the thieves, 
fearing discovery of their stolen stamps, 
burned them". In r ecent years, I have been 
informed by Senor Doctor Ignacio Lopez, 
one of the former attorneys of the Scadta 
company, that the stolen stamps were re­
covered and not burned. 

THE OVERPRINTING 

During the examination of my material, 
notice was m ade that the "secret dots" could 
be seen on the stamps in a number of differ­
ent varieties. They were overprinted in dif­
ferent positions ; some dots being high and 
others much lower on the stamps. The dots 
Fig. 3 . 1 Oc green . The left stamp is without dot. The left stamp is without dot . The right 
is one of the three copies found with a "secret dot". 
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CoLOMBrA's ScADTA Co . AIR MAILS 
Fig. 4. 1 5c carmine. The only one copy found with a dot is the one at the right. The copy 
at left is a normal one . 
varied greatly in intensity; some were almost 
perfectly round and easy to see. Others were 
faint or broken; their detection being pos­
sible only by magnification. Also, their size 
varied from about ~ m.m. in diameter to a 
sm all spot impossible to measure. 

There is agreement, as Mr. Kessler wrote, 
that the overprinting was done in one opera­
tion. The stamps were printed in Germany 
in sheets of 25 ( 5 x 5). The overprinting 
of the secret dots was done in Barranquilla, 
Colombia. This writer would account for 
the varieties on these dots through the plate 
wearing down as the overprinting prog ressed. 
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Records state that a total of 3,766,700 of 
the 30 centavos blue stamps were · printed. 
Consequently, this denomination lent itself 
best to study purposes because it offered the 
most material. I happen to own thousands 
of copies of the 30 centavos stamp. The 
different locations of the dots on this denomi­
nation were probably caused by individual 
sheets of the basic stamps being fed into the 
printing press for the overprinting not always 
in the same manner. Illustrated are five 30 
centavos stamps which plainly shows the va­
rieties in the position of the secret dots on 
individual stamps. (Fig. 1) 
e1 NO aa SNTW•taADA aN • DtA9 
DCVU•LVAI• A 

THE ROYAi. BANK OP' CANADA 

THE MANAGER 

THE ROYAL BANK OF CANAD~ 
~ ... 

P.~'f/:! 
JM>GOTA ( COL<lraIA) \_..,..:i·: · 

l~t~ -
/ i ,.., . . ., 'E"' N.' 

~·1 ;n ~P · 
·~~ 

Fig. 5. Front of a comme rcial cove r flown from Barranquilla to Bogota in March, 1926. The 
top 30 centavos stamp is without a secret dot but the one beneath it has the secret dot. 
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CoLOMBIA's ScADTA Co. A1R MAILS 
COMPAt'!IA COLOMBIANA DE SEGUROS 

' ': APART ADO No.J/f9. 

BOGOTA 

Fig. 6 . An interesting cover flown from Cartagena to Bogota on December 15, 1924 with 
a multiple franking . The two 30 centavos blue and the 60 centavos brown all have " the 
secret dot" variety. 
Another interesting matter in connection 
with these dots comes to light when covers 
are studied. Those with multiple rate fr ank­
ing needing two or more stamps of the same 
value show some stamps having the dot but 
others without it. (Fig. 5) 

FURTHER COMPLICATIONS 

As previously mentioned , a total of 3,766,-
700 of these 30 centavos blue stamps were 
printed. Mr. Kessler st ated the quantity 
stolen as 640 sheets. Others confirm this 
amount. E ach sheet having 25 stamps, the 
total of the stamps stolen, therefore, amounts 
to 16,000 or less th an 0 of I% of the entire 
printing of th e 30 centavos st amps. 

The stamps were issued on June 4, 1923. 
The theft is reported as discovered about the 
middle of O ctober, 1923. The dots were 
overprinted about the same time ; but prev­
iously rece ived stocks of the st amps had been 
widely distributed to cities throughout Co­
lombia. Of course, th e use of any stamps 
w ithout dots could be identified as the stolen 
shipm ent. 

Studying th e cancellations on materi al, we 
have noticed usage of the stamps w ith dot as 
la te as 1929. This, th erefore, would explain 
th e use of st amps on cover where one stamp 
had a secre t dot and th e other copy did not 
beca use from th e very beginning both varie­
ties were of ten used indiscriminately. 
THE CO
DOT VARIETIES USED MOSTLY IN 
BARRANQUILLA 

The port of entry was * (Porto Colombia) 
Barranquilla. The overprinting was done in 
this city. Although one finds cancellations of 
stamps with secret dots from other cities in 
Colombia, th e majority of cancellations in the 
m aterial we studied were from Barranquilla. 
This, in our opinion, shows that most of the 
stock of th e stamps wi th secret dots was dis­
tributed in this city. 

ACKNOW LEDCEM ENTS 

In seeking the foregoing information, I am 
indebted to a number of philatelic friends 
for their fine cooperation and ass istance. 
Mention should be made of the Editor, H enry 
M. Goodkind , for his kind assis t ance in com­
piling thi s a rticle, Mr. F. G. L arsen of 
Bogota, Colombia, Mr. R . J. L yon of New 
York, Dr. J. Pringle of Manchester, Eng­
land, Senor Edward de Caicedo of Colom­
bia , and my daughter, Senora Estelle Glaser 
de Escobar of Bogo ta, who made an effort to 
get a 15 centavos SCADTA with a secret 
dot ove rprint, but was unable to locate one 
af ter a year of sea rch in Colombia. 

*Ships now dock at Ba rranquilla. But in 1923, the 
channel was not deep enough to permit ocean-going 
ships to enter the Barranquilla harbor . Then they 
had to enter at Porto Colombia that had a pier about 
8000 feet long. P orto Colombia is about 20 miles 
from Barranquilla. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
Stanley Gibbons' Postage Stamp Catalogue, 
1956, Part III, America, Asia and Africa. 
Published by Stanley Gibbons Ltd., London, 
England. 813 pp. plus Index and Introduction. 
Cloth bound. Available in the U. S. A. from 
Jacob Habib, 154 Nassau St., New York, 
N. Y. for $3.50. 

The Introduction to this catalog reads: 
"1956 marks the Centenary of the found­

ing of the firm of Stanley Gibbons, now the 
oldest stamp dealing business in the world 
. . . The earliest recorded Gibbons' Cata­
logue is a sixteen-page quarto list published 
by Mr. Stanley Gibbons in November, 1863. 
In those early days not only Government ad­
hesives, but locals, envelopes, postcards and 
wrappers were listed. . . . The present cata­
logue in its three volumes runs over 2,700 
pages and the number of new issues is now 
so voluminous that about a hundred pages are 
added annually." 

It has been the stated policy of this maga­
zine to confine its reviews in this section to 
only handbooks and not to review printed 
catalogs that are mainly pricings or mimeo­
graphed price lists of phila telic material. But 
an exception must be made to notice a Cen­
ten ary of one of the great philatelic contribu­
tions, the Gibbons' Catalogues from London, 
England. Many are familiar with the world­
famous Gibbons works, so that at this time 
little space need be devoted to comments upon 
the contents of this book. Being a British 
product, it is logical th a t th e greatest num­
ber of users are British collectors. Yet the 
Gibbons catalogues are popular with m any in 
the United States and its position in South 
America is umber One. 

Over the yea rs, a reade r of st amp papers 
may not be aware of a paradox. He re ads 
articles extolling stamp collecting as the 
greates t hobby in the world. But also he 
reads often critical words about the errors 
and omissions in the world's leading cata­
logs. It seems to us that few have bothered 
to analyze what has made phila tely as great 
and popular as it now is. One of the chief 
contributions has been our catalogs. Just 
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pause to think of the disorganized state of 
philately without a stamp catalogue. One 
can collect thousands of delightful objects 
and spend untold enjoyable hours with them. 
But philately leads because of its orderly 
classification. A neophyte can pick up a stamp 
and by referring to a catalog, soon find out 
what it is and learn of its comparative value 
as a collector's item. Few other collecting 
pursuits can offer this great advantage. 

Certainly our stamp catalogs are far from 
perfect. It is for our benefit to have printed 
fair, unbiased criticisms to rectify as many 
mistakes as possible. But a catalog like 
Gibbons is a wonderful reference book, full 
of accurate information , price indications and 
thousands of illustrations. All this can be 
bought for a few dollars. What a bargain 
opportunity for philatelists! 

The American user of this catalog is being 
well serviced . For his special guidance, there 
are many clear instructions in the Introduc­
tion. It is strongly urged that everyone read 
this to be a better informed collector. On 
page XI is a table for collectors in the 
U. S. A. and Canada that gives the dollar 
equivalent of the British prices in Gibbons, a 
most useful service th a t we fear far too many 
will overlook. 

Our review remarks will be confined mostly 
to th e United States listings on pages 685 
through 758. Gibbons breaks down our 
stamps into the following grouping in this 
order: 

I. Postmaster Stamps 1845-47 

II. General Issues 1847 to date 
Special Delivery Stamps 
Special Delivery Air Stamps 
Newspaper Stamps 
Parcel Post Stamps 
Postage Due Stamps 
R egistered Letter Stamps 
Official Stamps 
Postal Savings Dept. 

III. Carrier Stamps 
Official Issues 
Semi-Official Issues 
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IV. Confederate States 
Postmasters Stamps 
General Issues 

V. United States P. 0.'s and Possessions 
China 
Canal Zone 
Cuba 
Guam 
Hawaii 
Philippine Islands 
Puerto Rico 

Since most collectors m the United States 
use Scott's, a comparison between this and 
Gibbons may be of interest. The above 
groupings are substantially like Scott's with 
two outstanding exceptions. Gibbons includes 
the air mail stamps chronologically with the 
General Issues, whereas Scott treats them as 
a separate group. Gibbons does not list 
U. S. Revenue issues. 

As to individual issues, Gibbons often sub­
divides one issue into far more major num­
bers, which Scott lists as minor varieties. For 
instance, Scott To. I is the 5c red brown of 
1847. Nos. ra, rb and rc are the shade varia­
tions, dark brown, orange brown and red 
orange respectively. Gibbons lists the 5c 1847 
with eight major numbers like this: 

I. 5c orange 
2. sc dark brown 
3. sc black brown 
4. sc reddish brown 
5. 5c brown 
6. 5c grey-brown 
7. 5c yellowish brown 
8. sc brown-orange 

Furthermore the 1875 Official Reproduc­
tions of our 1847 issue are listed in Scott as 
Nos. 3 and 4. Gibbons does not list the I 87 5 
Re-issues, but instead describes them in a 
copious text note with individual prices stated 
at the end for just the two denominations. 

Thus one consulting Gibbons for United 
States stamps will find for himself the dif­
ferences in listings. Another instance is the 
General Issues of the Confederate States. 
Scott lists 14 major numbers, Gibbons, 40. 

The scope of the Gibbons listings and pric­
ings throughout its Part III for America, 
Asia and Africa seems to be most competent 
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and generally comprehensive. There are er­
rors and statements about which individuals 
will disagree with Gibbons. For example, the 
May 1954 number of this magazine offers for 
the first time a careful study of the war­
time " Victory" provisional issues of the 
Philippines. Gibbons in a text note does not 
list these stamps because they maintain " these 
were not a general issue for the Philippine 
Islands". The correctness of this statement 
can be challenged. Were the American stamp 
catalogs to refer in a similar vein to some of 
the British Military and Occupation Issues, 
that since their issuance have been accorded 
unquestioned acceptance by the general cata­
logs of the world, we feel sure that many a 
patriotic Briton would take us to task. But 
regardless of hurt feelings, intended or not, 
such a complaint would be justified. Further­
more, the British Commonwealth had a great 
stake in the re-conquest of the Philippines. 
We appeal to the editors of Gibbons to 
amend and correct this statement. 

In closing we not only wish to salute the 
Centenary of the very fine "Gibbons Postage 
Stamp Catalogues", but hope for their long 
continuation in the same honest, wise tradi­
tion th at this catalogue has established and 
maintained. (H. M. G.) 

A Crntury of California Post Offices, com­
piled by Walter N. Fricks tad. Published by 
Philatelic Research Society, Oakland, Calif. 
410 pp. incl. Index and Appendices. Paper 
cover. Price not stated. 

Most "Western" collectors are familiar 
with the fact that the town of Placerville was 
formerly known as Hangtown. Some of these 
know before that Hangtown had been known 
as Dry Diggings; or that La Porte had been 
called Rabbittown; or that Oakland had been 
Contra-Costa. A fraction of the second 
group may know that Livermore previously 
had been Nottingham or that Clayburn had 
been Ladrillo. Probably no one remembers 
the date of these changes or who the post­
master had been. 

W alter N. Frickstad's book, "A Century 
of California Post Offices, 1848 to 1954" 
tells you these facts. His sources are accu­
rate, or as accurate as such information can 
be. They come from the microfilms of "Rec-
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ords of Appointments of P ostmasters, State 
of California, I848-I930"; " P ost Office De­
partment Records" preserved in the National 
Archives at Washington , D. C. , and from 
"The Postal Bulletin" issued by the Post 
Office Department ( I93I -I954). T o glean 
the truth from the records, the confusions 
and the daily changes of the early, nebu­
lous period preceding and beginning with 
the gold rush period in the Golden State, is 
a miracle indeed. That t ask, Mr. Frickstad 
has attempted to do. 

The book makes no claim of being a defini­
tive wo rk-that would be a dubious conten­
tion. P ost offices started before they were 
official or even authorized; they often ceased 
functioning as ab ruptly as they began , leav­
ing no trace of ever having existed , due in a 
good part to th e illiteracy and ignorance of 
th e postmaster. In some instances the post­
maste r was a busy m an, who thought it his 
civic duty to se rve; but who found it im­
possible to keep accurate records, in addi­
tion to those he kept of his own business. 
Gold and silver veins became exhausted and 
towns th at had sprung up near such mines, 
liter ally became ghosts overnight. Record s 
might list Ione as Jone, the " J " being mis­
taken for an elongated "I". "Stringtow n" 
carelessly wri tten, becomes " Springtown." 
To ascer tain the truth has been the labor 
Mr. Frickstad has und ertaken. 

In my stu dent days at Columbi a Univer­
s ity, I read th e beautiful poetry of T 'ao 
Ch'ien and the equally grand poems of T'ao 
Yuan Ming. It w as a long time before I 
discovered th at both names were th a t of the 
same man. La P orte and R abbi ttown were 
the same, as were Madrone and Sherman. 
This book tells it to you-and much, much 
more. 

We now have a greater understanding of 
Cali fornia towns and postal history th an we 
did before, th anks to Mr. Frickstad . For 
the collector of Western covers to be wi th­
out his book is to be withou t a good right 
hand. 

The only small fault w ith th e book this 
w riter finds , is the soft paper covers. For a 
book that is likely to be used as of ten as this 
one w ill probably be, a hard binding would 
have enh anced this excellent volume. 

(A. l ay H ertz) 
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Stamp D ealing for Pleasure and Profit. Sec­
ond Edition, Revised . A compilation of arti­
cles previously published in "the Stamp 
Wholesaler". Edited and Published by Lu­
cius J ackson at Burlington, Vt. I 50 p. Price 
unstated in th e book. 

The fact that this is a second edition of this 
book gives clear indication that the subject 
covered is one of interest to a considerable 
number of people. This is not to say, how­
eve r, th a t, after having re ad the book, one 
may expect to attain as a stamp dealer the 
same success that Mr. J ackson has achieved 
in publishing the book. I would suspect that 
a book entitled "Conducting a Bank for 
Pleasu re and Profit" would, also, find a wide 
and eager, if not gullible, audience. Mr. 
Jackson publishes the very estimable "Stamp 
Wholesaler" , a trad e magaz ine that reaches 
some three th ousand or more "stamp deal­
ers". Indeed it enjoys the largest circula­
tion of any similar magazine published any­
where in the wo rld , and its success is one of 
th e miracles of the st amp business. I sus­
pect , however, and I am quite sure Mr. Jack­
son would ag ree, th at the success of the 
magazine is based more securely as a ma rket 
pl ace for st amp de alers r ather th an on the 
merits of its extran eous dealer-help articles, 
howeve r good the latter may be. (And many 
of th em are exceedingly good). The compil­
ing of such ex traneous material into a book 
form must, th erefore, be considered as ex­
traneous comm ent on the business of dealing 
in st amps and , consid ered in th at light, the 
articles in the book are as good as they were 
when th ey appeared in th e magaz ine. 

The plain fact remains, howeve r , th at 
neither the ar ticles published separ ately, or 
compiled into book form , are of more th an 
casual value to th e person contemplating en­
tering the stamp business. Indeed, in book 
form, I find them a rather monotonous and 
large dose to t ake at one si tting. Individu­
ally, as articles in a magazine, th ey proved 
interesting and stimulat ing reading. 

By and 1<1rge th e pr inciples th e book ex­
poses are basic to the conduct of any busi­
ness, a fact Editor J ackson himself sets fo rth 
in his introduction. T aken as such th ey cer­
tainly should prove helpful to a person, who 
has had little if any business expe rience. One 
is tempted to quote Sherlock Holmes well 
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known phrase, "Elementary, my dear Wat­
son , elementary!" 

Regardless of its possible value to the 
prospective stamp dealer (which I do not con­
sider very highly mainly because of over­
simplification of such things as "Knowledge 
of, and interest in, stamps"; "Ample Capi­
tal;" and "Merchandising Ability"), I sus­
pect the book may be a successful publishing 
venture. It has an attractive title. So surely 
the collector teetering on the brink of becom­
ing a professional needs to read and learn all 
he can before taking the plunge. And should 
he take the plunge I would recommend 
highly that he does subscribe to Lucius 
Jackson's "Stamp Wholesaler." 

{Prescott Holden Thorp} 

Handbook Catalog Union of South Africa 
Stamps, Vo lum e II . Joh annesburg, June 
1955, The Phil atelic Federation of Southern 
Africa. Cloth, 198 pp. 22s 6d. 

This work brings th e information in the 
Handbook/ Catalog, which we reviewed in 
the July 1952 number of THE COLLECTORS 

CLUB PHILATELIST, up to date of publication. 
It does this in two ways : 

First: new information and changes on 
everything affected in the original 1952 book 
is given , arranged according to the divisions 
of that book, so that it can be readily used 
therewith. 

Second: new issues are listed in the same 
adequate way as had been done for the earli­
er ones in the original 1952 book. 

A delightful and usef ul add ition at many 
points is the bibliography of relevant articles 
in "the South African Philatelist". Omission 
or references to other journals is no fault, 
because almost no significant ar ticles on Un­
ion stamps have appeared since 1952 else­
where; the one or two that have shown up 
have been reprinted in the aforementioned 
magazine. 

The changes and the new information are 
not segregated, but arranged in one continu­
ous se ries, with reference to the relevant 
page of Vol. I given at every point, along 
with the new issue continuations. This we 
have to consider a major contribution to ease 
of use of Vol. II . 
THE C
There is quite a general ra1smg of quoted 
prices. This, we believe, has been overdone, 
as the new prices are considerably above 
those which the items actually bring. A 
work of the qu ality of the South African 
Catalog might well be expected to report 
actual prices instead of adhering to the old 
futility of "se tting" them. 

T ypography is excellent, and type faces bet­
ter for catalog use than those of Volume I. 
(S. G. R.) 

Twenty-First American Philatelic Congress 
Book. 1955. Published by the American 
Phil atelic Congress. I 59 pp. Paper bound. 
Illustrated and Index. 

The annual handbooks published by the 
American Phil ate lic Congress have been con­
sistently fine works ably representing philately 
in our country. These columns have so noted 
this in the past. 

The latest edition, dated October 20, 21 , 
22, 23, 1955, again is well diversified by 
offering articles upon a wide range of phila­
telic subjects cove ring both centuries, U. S. 
and Foreign stamps, postal history and Topi­
cal collecting. The booklet again is hand­
somely produced and well illustrated. 

It is, however, when an interested philat­
elist studies more carefully the philatelic 
knowledge printed th at he reluctantly finds it 
necessary to express some severe criticisms. 
The title page, as usual, states that "Original 
Papers on Phil atelic Themes" are published. 
This is true of many of the articles, but a 
number do not qualify in this respect, in this 
reviewer 's opinion. 

For instance, we were amazed to read the 
article on "Development of Aerial Communi­
cation in China" because no reference was 
fou nd therein to the most authoritative work 
ever published on this topic, the book, "The 
Chinese Air Posts 1920-1935" by J ames Starr 
and Samuel J . Mills, which followed a ser­
ies of a rticles originally run in THE COL­

LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST. One familiar 
with this fine book justly can question a good 
part of the work in the newest ar ticle as 
original. 

So as not to sound captious, it is important 
to cite further instances of a lack of docu­
mentation . There is a shorter article on "The 
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U. S. I85I I ssue" w ith practically no refer­
ence to the past authorita tive works on these 
st amps. 

Then th ere is an article on "Confederate 
States of American Fakes". This in our 
opinion , offers nothing new or origin al, and 
the only documentation we found was an oc­
casional reference to Dietz. 

As a stud ent of ai r mail stamps, this re­
viewer re ad wi th careful study an art icl e 
entitled, "The Bolivian Graf Z eppelin 
Stamps". H ere one finds only partial docu­
mentation , because no reference is found to 
the more recent studies on this issue such as 
those published in "The Aero Phil atelist 

Tews". T eve rtheless, this particul ar article 
contains parts of great worth and the liberal 
views of th e au thor as expressed in the con­
clusion gained our respect. 

In summary, th e American Congress Books 
have es tablished and maintained a high stan­
dard for philatelic w riting. We are not fault 
fi nding when we perceive ce rtain articles in 
the I955 ed ition, not up to stand ard being 
included. The newer writers can and should 
expand or embellish upon accepted writings 
of the past. But to tre at a subject w ithout 
references to the existent authoritative source 
material is not a m ark of good scholarship, 
and therefore deserves th ese critical com­
ments. (H. M. G.) 

N eues H a11dbuch rler Briefmarken Kunde. 
R eihe B , Lieferung J. 1955; 96 pp. Frank­
furt am Main , published by the Associa tion . 
American Sales Agent, Fritz Billig, Jamaica, 

. Y. $1.50, paper. 

This is the third section in the continuation 
of Ge rm any, published in th e new "extension 
of the Extension of the Kohl Handbook." 
It covers the period 1933- 1935, though the 
first four pages are the fina l word s on the 
I932 issues in the previous section. Appar­
ently it does not complete 1935, as the July 
R ailroad issue is the last one included. 

This reviewer did not find any significant 
difference in method, content, or other mat­
ters from the preceding sections. Bookl et­
pane plate setups are diagrammed fully. 
Judging the treatment by th ose few stamps 
which this revi ewer has occasion to collect , 
th e adequacy of treatment is all th a t might be 
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desired. The biographical materi al on per­
sons shown on the st amps is fairly extensive 
and not always concentrated on matters ger­
mane to th e appea rance of the portr ait on the 
st amps. 

But th ere is a noticeable increase in flu ency 
and ease of style in thi s section. It is defi­
nitely easier to read than its immediate pre­
cursors. Good style is so seldom found in 
philatelic w riting th at this applause should 
not be w ithheld. 

k A few terms m ay be puzzling, as " rus­
sischgriin" for a color , (pp. 280, 28I) . But 
let th at not detr ac t from the general merit 
of th e work. (S. G. R .) 

H odson's Air Mail Stationery Catalogu e, 
Part I , B ritish Commonwealth. Published 
by M. H odson, 29 Viewforth, Edinburgh IO, 

Scotland. 193 pp. plus Index. Illustr ated. 
P ape r bound. Price $3.00. 

Catalogu e M ondial des E n tiers A ero post­
aux, I953 edi tion, by Francois Godin as, 6 rue 
Flament, P eruwelz , Belgium. 107 pp. includ­
ing Index a t end. Illustrated. Paper bound. 
Price unknown. 

The above two catalogues are reviewed to­
gether because both are about similar sub­
jects, air m ail st ationery. Treating H odson's 
wo rk first , perhaps oth er collectors will refer 
at once to the listings and pricings from page 
14 onwards. W e did not because an excep­
tional amou nt of "meat" was found in the 
introductory section, from pages I through 
l 3. Fi rst of all, to start the user off in the 
right way, an index is in the beginning on 
pages II to IV. Then on page IV is an in­
teresting t abulation called "Important D ates 
in Aero-Philately" , which more correctly may 
have been titled "Important Dates in British 
Aero-Philately," because omitted was the ref­
erence to th e first letters flown w ith an air­
mail st amp, the German P otsdam Fligh t of 
1909 using th e Semi-Official adhesive (Ger­
many Sanabria No. 50I) ; th e first govern­
ment issued airmail st amp by Italy in I917; 
and th e May I918 United States 24-cents, 
w hich was the first definitive air stamp of the 
world and the first issued for a regul arly 
scheduled ai rmail se rvice. 
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H odson's introduction is most in structive, 
being about the best piece read ye t on air­
mail st ationery. This is broken down into 
three major groupings; air mail envelopes, 
postca rd s and air letter sheets. These in 
turn are subdivided in a most sensible and 
logical mann er. Hodson 's Catalogue (Part 
I) is confined to the British Commonwealth. 
The listings, pricings and illustrations take up 
close to 190 pages. One can judge how 
thorough this work is by comparing Hodson 
to "The American Air Mail Catalogue of 
Air Letter Sheets" whose world-wide cata­
log in its 1953 edition was about 145 pages 
and its 1954 Supplement 40 pages. The lat­
ter, of course, covered only one of three 
groups, but the Air Letter Sheets represent 
by far the largest portion of aero-postal 
stationery. 

If one will study pages 12 and 13, advising 
how to use this catalog, he will find the con­
tents most helpful. One has a right to ex­
pect, and in this case it is true, that natives 
can compile the best catalog on their own 
country's philately. So being a British work 
done by Britons, " Hodson's Air Mail Sta­
tion ery Catalogue of the British Common­
wealth" can be highly recommended. The 
prices, of course, a re in sterling currency. 
MEETINCS 

January - June 1956 

January 4th 

" The Victor Huberich Bolivia ", property of 
the Collectors Club . Di scussion will be 
led by Mr. Louis Stich . 

January 11th 

Annua i Meeting, Collecto rs Club. 

January 18th 

"Resea rch ; one stamp or one issue" . Com­
petitive display by members. 

February 1st 

" U. S., 2 cent, l 883". Edward L. W illard . 

February 15th 

" Malta " . Edwin E. Elkins. 

March 7th 

" Liberia ''. Lt.-Gen . C. W . Wicke rsham . 

March 21st 

" Austria" . Frank Kohn. 

Apri l 4th 

" U. S., Pr ivate Posts" . Henry E. Abt . 

April 18th 

" Hyde rabad" . H. D. S. Haverbeck. 

May 2nd 

Open House. Presen tation of the ALFRED 
F. LICHTENSTEIN MEMORIAL AWARD 
and other awards for honor or service . 

May 16 th 

" Br iti ~ h Com monweal th , King George VI 
is~ ues ". Frederick Kahn . 

June 6th 
" Air Mail Stamps". By membe rs of Aero 
Philatelists. 

SUMMER RECESS 
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' 
We could be critical of Hodson's because 
of the format and the many unsatisfactory il­
lustra tions, except that an apology for th e 
blurred illu str ations, is set forth on the 
flylea f with a committment to reproduce these 
again in forthcoming supplements. No ques­
tion about it , the contents dese rve a much bet­
ter housing. 

As for Godinas of Belgium's world wide 
catalogue of air mail stationery, this is a 1953 
ed ition , making it outd ated for the specialist 
because of the mass of aerogr ammes issued 
since this catalogue was published. Further­
more, collecting air letter sheets has become 
very popular in the past three years. A new, 
current edition should be issued . It is our 
opinion th at much more improvement is need­
ed in the pre-1953 items prices th an in th e 
listings. 

Those interested in ae ro-postal stationery 
are being well se rved . In America, there 
are two helpful reference works, "The 
American Air Letter Sheet Catalogue" and 
"The Sanabria Air P ost Catalogue" with its 
comprehensive stationery section . The Brit­
ish now have contributed this fine Hodson's 
book, while th e French-language collector can 
refer to Godinas. (H. M. G.) 
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The Meet ing of O ctober 19th. , 1955 

C hinese S tam ps and P ostal History 

The materi al displayed in the wall fr ames 
came f rom the outstanding collection of M r. 
M alcolm J ohnson w hich covers most all 
ph ases of Chinese ph ila tely. In ad dition, Dr. 
W arren Cauder mounted some of his ra re 
proofs and essays of C hinese st amps, while 
M r. W illiam R an kin contributed some ex­
hibits of Chinese P ostal Stationery. 

The lecture discussion was conducted en­
ti re ly by M r. J ohnson. H e commenced w ith 
a discussion of th e C hinese letter ca rrying 
systems which antedate any known w orld 
post by many hundreds of years, as w ell as 
th e offi cial cou r ie r system, of w hich an ex­
ample of a cover was shown in the first 
fr ame. 

Th e W estern posts began w ith th e es tab­
lishment of th e tr ad ing fac tories in and 
around Canton in South C hina during th e 
late 17oo's. T he C hin a trade grew in im­
portance, and fo r some t ime was nea rly 
monopolised by th e U nited States and G reat 
Bri t ain. Examples were shown of entire 
letters carried from China to th e U nited 
Sta tes by the tea clippe rs. T hese were either 
set ashore in Centr al America to go via 
Nicaragu a or car r ied around Cape H orn to 
New Yo rk or Boston. T he so-called over­
land route was used mostly by the B r itish, 
the envelopes usually being m arked "via 
Marseilles" . 

T he foreign post offices were maintained 
by the Consular es tablish ments and mili t a ry 
detach ments of the Western Powers, and 
J apan from the time of the Treaty of Nan­
king. T his established the so-called "T reaty 
P orts", where fore igners were allowed to 
live and t rade. T hese concessions lasted well 
into the twent ie th century w ith th eir posts 
fi nally being abandoned m favor of th e 
Chinese post in 1922. T hese gove rnments, 
which maintained th eir own posts on Chinese 
te rritory, we re :-Great Britain , U nited 
States, J apan, Russia, F r ance, Ge rm any, Bel-
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giu m, Italy, and the Austro-Hunga ri an E m­
pire. L etters to be carried by these ex tra­
territori al posts we re deposited w ith the C on­
suls of th e respective nat ions for fo rwarding. 

M il it ary posts also were maintained by 
most of th ese governments, the most interest­
ing being th ose w hich arose as a direct re­
sult of the Boxe r R ebellion. One of the few 
examples of th e st amps of a sovereign na­
tion being ove rprinted by a foreign country 
fo r use w ithin the territory of th e sovereign 
nation are th e Briti sh R ailway Administra­
tion surcharges on th e st amps of C hin a fo r 
use on the r ail road running from Tientsin to 
P eking du r ing th e Boxe r R ebellion. These 
" B. R. A. " surcharges we re shown w ith 
usage on cover , which is r a re. Also arising 
out of th e Boxe r R ebellion was the Y angtse 
Rive r P at rol maintained by th e U nited States 
Navy wi th gunboats either captured previous­
ly fro m th e Spani sh in the Philippines or built 
specially fo r this purpose in Shanghai. One 
of th e most fa mous of the American G un­
boats was th e U . S. S. Monocacy, w hich 
sa il ed on th e Rive r from l 898 to 1935. 
Several cove rs showing th e postm ark of this 
famous cr aft we re displayed. 

T he fi rst post, oth er th an th e fo reign ones, 
to use adhesive st amps was the Imperi al C us­
toms P ost . T his was ope rated by the Im­
perial Customs w hich was essentially a fo r ­
eign organization operated to collect the 
Marit ime Customs and th e Salt Tax. T hese 
revenues had been pledged to the service of 
bonded debt to various W es tern Gove rn­
ments. W hen th e debt went into default, the 
debtor nations took ove r th e ope ration of th e 
C ustoms se rvice in order to secure the reve­
nue w hich in turn was applied to the debt 
serv ice. T his post ope rated a mail se rvice 
unti l 1897, w hen th e Impe r ial C hinese P ost 
took over the ope r at ion of th e C ustoms P ost 
and ou tl awed th e posts of the Treaty P orts. 

The T reaty P ort posts we re also fo reign 
post s. In th e treaty of N anking, w hich was 
signed in 1840 ending th e Opium W ar w ith 
the British, a number of Chinese ports we re 
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opened to foreign trade. Foreign merchants 
were allowed to settle in them and open 
trading establishments. These merch ant 
settlements were dominated by the British. 

The most important of these ports was 
Shangh ai. A local post was started under 
the direction of the Municipal Council. This 
post issued the first stamps to appear in China 
in 1865. The form of arrangement for let­
ter-carrying thus established served as a 
model for several other towns, among them: 
Amoy, Chefoo, Ch ingkiang, Chungking, Kew­
Kiang, N anking, Foochow, Hankow, lchang 
and Wuhu. While they operated indepen­
dently and had their own stamps, the Treaty 
Port posts were in no sense locals. The 
stamps of one post were accepted as evidence 
of prepayment by the others. Included in the 
general category, but in no sense actual 
Treaty Ports, were the posts of W ei-Hei­
Wei, Formosa and Hainan. Wei-Hei-Wei 
was leased British Territory. The post here 
was establ ished as a local one to carry let­
ters to the Imperial Post Office at Chefoo 
w here th ey were put into the Chinese postal 
system. 

The post on th e I sland of Formosa was a 
strictly local Chinese post. This can be di­
vided into two periods; th e post of the Chi­
nese gove rnor , w hich issued st amps resem­
bling laundry tickets, and the post of Gen­
eral Li's " Black Flag Republic" which had a 
short life after th e end of th e Sino-Japanese 
war when Formosa was ceded to the J apa­
nese. The post on th e island of H ain an was 
again a local affair oper ated by a group of 
British merchants. Displayed in th e frames 
were examples of th e Treaty Port stamps. 
The main section was devoted to Chungking, 
which was highly specialised to show th at 
there is much interesting in th ese fascinat­
ing stamps. This also was selected because 
it was intimately connected w ith Mr. Mal­
colm Johnson's period of time as a China 
Hand w hen he had lived fo r several yea rs 
in Chungking. The display also had a good 
selection of the r a re Wei-Hei-Wei locals 
made by impressing th e forwarding com­
pany's seal on red paper and validated by a 
manuscript signature. A wide range of the 
Formosa stamps was shown, including covers 
with the "laundry ticket" stamps and entire 
sheets of the " Black Flag" Republic stamps. 
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A most unusual piece was a cover showing a 
forged "Laundry Ticket" which did ac tual 
postal duty to Amoy. 

The Imperi al Postal service commenced in 
1897. The first stamps issued were those of 
the customs post surcharged with new values. 
in cents and Yuan. An entire setting of the 
surcharge less three st amps was exhibited to 
illu stra te this beginning phase. L ater stamps. 
were prepared by lithography in Japan. And 
still later a contrac t for line-engraved stamps 
was pl aced with the British firm of W ater­
low and Sons. The Revolution occurred in 
191 I led by Sun-Yat-Sen and Yuan-Shi-Kai_ 
This revolution was accomp anied by a wide­
spread wave of patriotism. Many post­
masters prepared and used locally overprint­
ed stamps to show th at the hated Manchus 
no longer ruled. While these local over­
prints were not autho rised by the Republic, 
their use was tolerated. They are extremely 
sca rce used. Several examples, including 
some covers, were shown. 

At this point Mr. Johnson digressed to dis­
cuss some of th e interesting sidelights of 
Chinese philately. Chiefly among these were 
the bisects and provisionals used during the 
Imperial period. He called attention to the 
display of the Foochow typhoon provi sional 
of O ctober 23 , 1903. This was prepa red by 
cutting the 2 cent red Waterlow dragon type 
in two and applying a chop which read , 
" Postage / I Cent" in Engli sh and Chinese . 
H e showed the gen uine usage, th e fo rgeries 
and a mixed type in w hich the chop was 
genuine but the cancellation mark of Foo­
chow was one th at had not come into use 
until arou nd 1907. He pointed out that 
w hil e much research already had been done 
on these, th ere was still much to do. Similar 
to these are the Changsha bisect of April , 
1906 and the C hungking Bisect of August, 
1904. 

Mr. J ohnson then continued the train of 
thought through th e R epublican period , and' 
wound up this part of hi s lecture wi th a short 
comment upon the nad ir of Chinese philately, 
th e Communist issue showing the R ad io Ex­
ercises as performed by Chinese women. H e 
pointed out th a t th e main stream of the legiti­
mate Chinese Government moved to For­
mosa after the conquest of the mainland by 
the Communist armies. He stated th at the 
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G overnment of Ch iang-K ai-Shek m aintained 
an honest , efficient postal se rvice, which was 
quite contrary to the one on the mainl and. 
H e believes th at the early st amps of the 
Communist Government a re quite interes ting, 
will prove to have philatelic interes t. But 
he thinks th at the issues m ade after the con­
quest of the mainl and are being held in vas t 
qu antities waiting for foreign recognition. 
Then they w ill be dumped on the ma rket. 
H e advised collectors to exe rcise caution with 
th ese later issues. 

After a brief r ecess during which the audi­
ence cracked and ate li-chee nuts provided by 
M r. Sol. Whitman and Mr. Ch arles Lasky, 
M r. J ohnson turned to the display of proofs 
and essays belonging to Dr. Warren C auder. 
Among th ese we re examples of rej ected de­
signs fo r the first Customs Post issue. These 
we re turned down because they portrayed an 
eleph ant w hich is not indigenous to China. 
M r. J ohnson pointed out th at the proofs of 
th e st amps from the R epublican period w ere 
extremely r are, and th at those in the hands 
of phil atelist s came mostly from the Estate 
of Mr. P atch who w as fo r m any years con­
nected w ith th e Chinese Bureau of Printing 
and E ngraving in P eking. Included in these 
we re the rejected M ap type designs for the 
Commemor ation of th e fi rst year of the Re­
public. These designs we re rejected by the 
ord er of Sun-Y at-Sen and President Yuan­
Shi-K ai. The accepted designs showed por­
tr aits of th ese two gentl emen, and consti­
tute two separa te sets. In 1916 Yu an­
Shi-K ai procl aimed himself E mperor and 
ordered th at special st amps be m ade to com­
memorate th e event. These showed th e 
three main gates of P eking. H owever , be­
fore th ey could be placed in use, the new 
E mpero r was overth rown and died . Thus 
th ey were neve r iss ued. T he proofs and 
completed stamps of this se r ies a re of great 
rari ty. D ispl ayed in th e fr ames also we re 
examples of th e special cancelling devices 
prepared for th is issue w hich w ere actu ally 
used in some towns. 

At th e conclusion of this most interesting 
displ ay of what can be done w ith th e mys­
terious st amps of China, a rising vote of 
th anks was proposed by Mr. Stephen G. 
Rich. All present were pleased w ith this 
proposal, because it has been a long time since 
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we had had as entertammg and knowledgable 
a speaker as Mr. M alcolm J ohnson. 
(H . D . S. H.) 

Meeting of November 2, 1955 

F rance & Colonies 

Prior to st arting th e program, President 
Elkins, securing a quorum, held the short 
business meeting scheduled for this date, to 
r atify four changes in the Constitution and 
By-L aws of th e Club. These changes were 
reported in the November, 1955 number of 
this magaz ine. 

Mr. H averbeck, as Program Chairman, 
re ad a report of the Literature awards w on 
by this magaz ine and others in the Interna­
tion al Phil atelic E xhibition in Bogota, Co­
lombia. This is reported elsewhere in this 
number. (Page 4) 

Mr. P aul B audry, President of the France 
& C olonies Group, w as then asked to take 
over. Mr. Baudry after some words of ap­
preciation for th e fine aid th e Collectors Club 
has for years given th e French Group, called 
upon Miss L ouise Clemencon, as mistress of 
ce remonies fo r th e evening, to present th e ten 
exhibits. These we re as follows : 

Mr . P aul B audry, recalled , showed Early 
F r ance: th e l 853-60 E mpire st amps, explain­
ing th e ord er of appear ance of th e st amps 
after L ouis Bonapa rte's coup d'etat-the 2oc 
and Soc in 1854 fo r reduced r a tes . Fine 
covers and multiples were featured. The 
ac tu al circul ar of Susse F reres offering to 
pe rfo rate st amps for business houses at a 
small ch arge, was th e conspicuous, interest­
ing feature. 

M r. S . G. Rich, showed F rance T ype 
Sage m ateri al, 1876-1900. F ea tu red were 
th e differences between th e ea rlies t printings 
by stereo fo rms and th e later ones from 
electrotype pl ates, th e sca rce roller precan­
cels of 1893, and the Advertising Imp r inted 
E nvelope in this type. Much of his exhibit 
was given ove r to entire journ als used under 
th e "annul ation pour les imprimes" usage in 
ea rly days of th e Sage issues. 

Mr. G ustave /i//it tenberg followed w ith 
th e "Transition from the Rights of Man 
T ype, 1900 to the Sower T ype, 1906" . This 
able historical study showed th e many revi­
sions of st amp designs in this period to meet 
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obj ections from postal or parliamentary 
sources. The repeated small changes until 
the definitive Sower T ype emerged , we re 

· each shown and explained. 

Miss Agnes Burlingame then sco red the 
hit of the evening w ith a portion of her 
two-volume collection of the 1929 Joan of 
Arc stamp of France. The story of the con­
test by which the design was chosen, the his­
tory of J oan of Arc herself , all came out 
splendidly. The proofs, sheet positions, dated 
corners, shades, expositions covers, and spe­
cially the various booklets of this stamp, all 
contributed to the line result. The three 
"Private Booklets " with "La Vache Qui Rit" 
marginal advertising, came in for full ex­
planation . 

Mr. Charles Bretagne's showing of French 
stamps surch arged "Annule" and "Speci­
men", along with the "Fictifs", for use by 
the various postal schools, was then ex­
plained by Mr. Rich in the exhibitor's ab­
sence. The use and occasion of each such 
surcharging was given on each sheet in the 
two fr ames, making long discussion need­
less. These "Fictifs" a re labels of same size, 
nominal face value, and color of ink as the 
stamps they represent. At th e postal schools 
they are used in place of st amps as the prac­
tice material. The pu rpose is to avo id theft 
and use for postage. 

Mr_ G eo rge Weiler th en showed the Gen­
eral Colonial I ssues prior to 1892, used. 
Pointing out th a t one issue served all the 
colonies prior to th at date, his two frames 
contained m aterial used in eve ry colony. 
B asing his t alk on what Bouvet, th e great 
student of French Coloni al cancell ati ons, 
had worked out, he made th e showing bring 
forward th e distinctive marks of ea~h colony 
and period . 

Mr. R obert G. Stone, up from Ma ryland 
for th e occasion, showed Guadeloupe and St. 
Pierre-Miquelon material. Particularly in­
teresting was th e showing of coloni al proofs 
ahead of 1935, befo re such proofs were made 
and sold in qu anti ty. Color trials of the St. 
P ie rre-Miquelon Fisherman type enlivened 
his frames. H e wound up w ith a ve ry th or­
ough exposi tion of th e 1885-86 surcharging 
of th at colony, in the 3-subject and I-sub­
ject jobs. Scarce multiples showed the fea­
tures of these very strikingly. 
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Mrs. Christine Hush ebeck, who came from 
Delaware for the occasion, showed Inini, the 
"back country of French Guiana" with more 
cove rs, mostly legitimate and commercial, 
th an had hitherto been known to exist from 
th at colony. She spoke about the various 
shortlived post offices and the reasons for 
Inini, used or on cover, being so excessively 
scarce. 

Mr. Charles Neidorf expounded the study 
of plate varieties of th e 15 centimes 1917 
stamp of French Morocco. Well illustrated 
with photographic enl argements, his frames 
were almost self-explanatory. The three 
groups of hand-retouchings of the plate came 
out clea rly. 

The exhibit of Viet am and Laos, sent on 
by Mrs. Myrtle ff/att of Johnstow n, Penna. 
was discussed by Mr. Edmond Qu e.vroy. The 
hi story of the various issues and th e signifi­
cance of the a rtists' proofs show n, formed 
the bulk of hi s t alk. 

After the presentation of the Certificates 
of Appreciation to each exhibitor , th e audi­
ence reflected th eir opinion of this meeting by 
a rising vote of th anks. (S. G. R .) 

Boston Trip and Exhibit 

November 3, 1955 

The return visit of th e Coll ectors C lub, a 
guest exhibitors before the Bos ton Phil a telic 
Society, took place on Thursday, November 
3, 1955. It will be recalled th at the Boston 
Phil atelic Society had been our guests on 
May 4, 1955. 

Because of confl icts wi th oth er philatelic 
obligations, the number of Collectors Club 
members who could go was red uced finally 
to live in all. However, a total of seven ex­
hibits we re provided. The var ious members. 
travelled up a t different times, singly or by 
twos, but all met at the Boston Un iversity 
Faculty C lub by 6 p. m., where th ey were· 
guests of th e Boston Philatelic Society for 
dinner. Adjourning wi th out speeches to the· 
club's meeting rooms in Boston University 
College of Administration building, 685 Com­
monwealth Avenue, th e Collectors Club mem-· 
hers were provided w ith ample, competent· 
and swift help in putting their exhibits into· 
the fr ames. -
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The CCP medal for 1954 after the presentation to the Consul-General of India, who received 
it on behalf of the co-author, Mr . J. Devasya, of the series of articles on " The Stamps of 
Travancore-Cochin. ' ' 

Left to right are : Edito r Henry M. Goodkind, who made the presentat ion ; Frank M. 
Cowen, co-author; the Hon . L. R. S. Singh , Consul- Genera l of India ; Edwin E. Elkins ; 
H. D. 5. Haverbeck and Stephen G. Rich, President, Vice-P resident and Secretary respectively 
of the Club . 
President Elkins, as master of ceremonies, 
first presented Mrs. Anna V. Elkins, w ith her 
showing of recent Souvenir Sheets. Mr. 
Elkins then followed with selected pages of 
his own early British material. Next ex­
hibitor was S. G . Rich , who came up with a 
showing of the Mafeking Siege stamps of the 
Cape of Good Hope , explaining the method 
of production of the Baden-Powell and Bi­
cycle st amps by photographic printing. He 
added to this a smaller showing of France's 
precancels, especially the very seldom seen 
roller precancels of I 893. 

Mr. Jacob S. Glaser brought selected 
pages showing various Colombia stamps, add­
ing to it a separate exhibit of Masonic 
s tamps, covers and postmarks. Mr. Edwin 
l\1ayer had the most extensive showing of 
anyone, with a very wide range of early Unit­
ed States covers, mostly stampless, chosen 
with reference to likely interests of the Bos­
ton collectors. 

There was sufficient time for members of 
the Easton Phil atelic Society to view the ex­
hibits individually, and to discuss various 
points of interest with th e exhibitors, before 
deframing had to be done. The audience, 
around 55 in number , included more than half 
the membership of Malden Chapter, .J:'rance 
& Colonies Group, who had come to the city 
specially for this occasion, and also Mr. 
Marcus W. White, who came down all the 
way from Worcester. 
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We regret that a misunderstanding on our 
part led our members to arrive so late, as all 
of them would have been able to be on hand 
by mid- afternoon to meet with the Boston 
Philatelic Society group, visiting the philatelic 
library at Boston University and other spe­
cial events planned. (S. G. R.) 

Meeting of November I6, 1955 

D evasya Medal Presentation, and D enmark 

The evening's proceedings began with an 
event perhaps unique in philatelic history, and 
ce rtainly among the most significant that have 
ever taken place at the Collectors Club. 

Consul-General of India, L. R. S. Singh 
appeared as representative of the government 
of the Republic of India to receive for a 
citizen of his country the COLLECTORS CLUB 
PHILATELIST Medal. Mr. I. D evasya, of 
Travancore, co-winner with Mr. Frank M. 
Cowen of Norwalk, Conn., of the med al for 
the best article in the COLLECTORS CLUB PHI­
LATELIST in 1954, was thus officially honored. 
In delivering the medal to Consul-General 
Singh, Editor Goodkind emphasized the in­
ternational cooperation and good-will in­
volved . Mr. Singh, accepting it for trans­
m1ss10n to Mr. Devasya, extended this same 
theme. It was a striking evidence of the 
international character of philately, to have 
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Mr. Singh appear and speak in this official 
way a t our Club. A photograph of th e oc­
casion was t aken by Boutrelle and is show n 
here. 

Mr. William F. Foulk occupied the re­
m ainder of the meeting with a specialized 
-showing of Denmark, which had previously 
b een set out in the w all frames. This was 
confined to the issues from 1851 to 1906. Be­
g inning w ith the first issued stamp, the 4 
r igsbank-skilling of 1851 , Mr. Foulk empha­
:S ized th e characteristics for sure recognition 
<> f th e va rious printings, discussing the char­
:acteristic colors of each. Several striking 
<:overs, and th e larges t known block, gave 
:zest to this exposition and enabled everyone 
to check with his own eyes the st atements 
th at Mr. Foulk w as making. 

The derivation of the second stamp of this 
4 sk. value, the 1854 design, was the next sub­
j ect, w ith th e IO origin al types set forth pre­
c isely. The retouched position 100 in the 
-shee t, of w hich only th e copy shown this 
night has thus fa r been positively identified, 
.and th e substituted cliches, both of th e first 
printing, fo rmed a subject fo r an interes ting 
.disco urse. 

Mr. F oulk, cl ass ifying th e st amps slightly 
.differently from th e arr angement of the 
:S t and ard cataloguers, dealt with th e fiv e 
pl ates of th e 4 sk. of th e second issue, th e 
.color va rieti es of th e 8 sk. and showed un­
usual strips, cove rs, and other materi al of 
the 16 rbs. In ad dition to the st amps, he 
·showed pl ate proofs or imprints in black. 

U nde r th e th ird iss ue, he consid ered three 
values. The special fea ture here was the 
:group of covers exhibiting th e two Bergedorf 
-cancell ations known on th e 4 sk. of this set . 

On th e 1864 R oyal Emblem des ign, M r. 
Foulk exhibited the seven pr intin gs, w ith 
their characteristics. A li t tl e kn own situa­
tion, th at th e perf . 12,Y:; va riety is always of 
the 7th print ing, was el ucidated, with some 
remarkable multiple pieces to clinch th e 
-poi nts. 

T he 1925 sale of remainders and 1885 re­
pr ints was also given its r ep resenta tion. Com­
b in at ion covers, pl ate margin pieces, to round 
out th e showing, gave emphasis to points 
-o th erwise obscure. 

The " Skilling Bicolors" 1870 and on, came 
1n fo r needed attention, w ith th e th ick and 
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th in fra mes differentia ted and the unusual 
horizontally imperf. pairs featured. This led 
to th e matter of color as basis for separat­
ing th e printings, with Mr. Foulk stating 
wh erein and how drastically the experts fail 
to agree. His own judgments on this mat­
ter he disc reetly avoided putting forw ard. 

From this point on, through the ore se ries, 
the chief matter of interes t w as the m atter 
of mi xed new and w orn cliches, along w ith 
subst ituted cliches in later yea rs towards 
1906, on seve ral values. But the most strik­
ing item was a cove r showing skilling and 
ore st amps used togeth er , a round 1875. Only 
three such cove rs a re known to have sur­
vived into our times. The "escaped" imperf. 
r ore and 5 ore sheets, most unusual, were 
also shown. 

Mr. F oulk welcomed questions, of w hich a 
number we re asked. Three members and 
M r. Foulk conducted a discussion of th e oc­
casions fo r cancell ations of one country ap­
pea ring on stamps of anoth er, prompted by 
some of th e cove rs in th e exhibit. This 
brought an interes ting evening to an end a t 
9.30 p. m. (S. G. R. ) 

The Library Committee reports th e acqui­
sition of th e fo llowing : 

Th e Founda tions of Ph ilately by Winth rop 
S. Boggs . Published by D . Van Nos­
trand Co., Inc., New Y ork. G if t of the 
author. 

A Centu ry of Cal ifornia Post Offices 1848-
r954. Compiled by W alter T. Frick­
stad. Published by th e Philatelic R e­
sea rch Society, O akl and, Cali f. 

/If/ omen in Ph ilately. Publications of th e 
National Phil atelic M useum, Ph iladel­
phia. G if t of Mr. Berna rd D avis. 

I talian Eas t Africa by P ierson Os trow. Pub­
li shed by the au thor, B urlington, V t. 
Gif t of au thor. 

Phil ate lic J ourn als. G ift of Scott P ublica­
tions, Inc. 

Th e Fo undations of P hilat ely by Winth rop S. 
Boggs and A rnold M . Strange. Pub­
li shed by Faber and Faber , Ltd ., L ondon, 
E ngland. G ift of Mr. Winth rop S. 
Boggs. 
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N eues H andbuch der Briefm01·kenkunde: 
Berichte: Nord-Viet-Nam by Theo. 
Klewitz. Published by the Association, 
Frankfurt a. Main, Germany. (German) 

Memorial Philatelique I , La France dupuis 
1880 - Alsace - Monaco - Sarre -
Andorre, by Gustave Bertrand. Publi­
cation of Association Philatelique de 
Montpellier, France. (French) 1932. 

Memorial Philatelique III. Luxembourg 
Suisse - Liechtenstein by Gustave Ber­
trand. Publication of Association Phila­
telique de Montpellier, France. (French) 
1934. 

Catalogu e Willy Balasse, Belgique, Congo 
Beige, Tome I and Tome II. Willy 
Balasse, Brussels, Belgium. (French) 
1949. 

Los Timbres de Tr es Centavos del I mperio 
de M aximiliano by Jose L. Cossio, hijo. 
Publicaciones de! Servicio Filatelico, 
Mexico. (Spanish) 

Los Timbres Mexicanos de Ocho Reales de 
1861, N egro y Cafe oon Sobre-Carga 
"APAM". By Jose L. Cossio, hijo. Pub­
licaciones de! Servicio Filatelico, Mexico. 
(Spanish) 

Les Timbres de la Bulgarie du Sud by 
Georges Brunel. _Publications Mod­
ernes, Paris, France. (French) 1917. 

I Francobolli di Transizio11e di Napoli del 
1861 by Stephan Mayer. R eprint from 
"La Revista Filatelica d'ltalia". 
( I tali an ) 

D anske Essays og Provetryk 1849-1902 by J. 
Schmidt-Andersen and R. King-Farlow. 
Publication of ordisk Filatelistisk 
Tidsskrift. (Danish) 1950. 

L es Timbr es de Fantaisie, Premier Supple­
ment, by Georges Chapier. Editions du 
Groupement Philatelique de France, 
P aris. (French) 1939. 

D e Poststukken van Nederland by G. W. A. 
De Veer. Published by De Deventer 
P ostzegelh andel, Deventer, Netherland s. 
(Dutch) 1947. 

H andbok over Sveriges Frankotecken 1855-
1946. Publication of Sveriges Filatelist­
Forening, Stockholm, Sweden. (Swed ish) 
1946. 

Catalogue Illustt-e des Essais des Timbres de 
B elgique et Congo B eige by Willy Grub­
ben. Published by author, Brussels, Bel­
gium. (French) 1933. 
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Vade Mecum du Collectionneur de Timbres­
Poste de B elgiqu e et Colonies by Y . 
Burniat. Editions Philac, Brussels, Bel­
gium. (French) 1944. 

Th e One Anna Two Annas Postage Stamps 
of India 1854-55 by L . E. Dawson, F. R. 
P. S. L. Published for The Philatelic 
Society of India by H. Garrett-Adams 
& Co., Birmingham and Stanley Gibbons, 
Ltd., London. 1948. 

L ' I conogra/ia di V ittorio Emanuele II Attra­
ve.-so I Francobolli 185 l-1877 by Gian 
Francesco Giaquili-Ferrini. Florence, 
Italy. (Italian) 1953. 

T wenty-First American Philatelic Congress 
Book, edited by Franklin R. Bruns, Jr. 
An American Phila telic Congress publi­
cation. 

My Hobby is Collecting Stamps by Ernest 
Kehr. Published by Hart Publishing Co., 
Inc., New York. 

Catalogue de Timbres-Foste, Yvert & Tel­
lier-Champion , 1952. Tome I and Tome 
II. Yvert & Cie., Amiens, France. Gift 
of Mr. Willi am J . McFarland. 

Annual R eport of the Board of Regents of 
th e Smithsonian Institution 1954. I ssued 
by the United States Government Print­
ing Office, Washington , D. C. 

The Stamps of Trieste A Zone and Other 
AMG Issu es by Pierson Ostrow. Pub­
li shed by author, Burlington , Vt. Gift of 
the author. 

Skilling Banco Stamps of Coat of Arms T ype 
by Hugo Olsson , Ph .D. , translated by 
Eric Hallar. I ssued by the Royal Swed­
ish General Post Office, Stockholm, 
Sweden. 

The "Wa terhouse" Collection. Published by 
H. R. Harmer, Ltd. , London, England. 
Deluxe edition presented by publisher. 

Stanley Gibbons' "Simplified" Stamp Cata­
lo gue 1956. Published by Stanley Gib­
bons, Ltd., London, England. 

0 fficial Catalogu e of Exposition N ationale 
Philatelie Lausanne 1955· Switzerland. 
Gift of Mr. Maurice Tripet. 

Yv ert & T ellier-Champion Postage Stamp 
Catalogu e 1942. Reproduced by the 
Office of Censorship, San Juan , Puerto 
Rico. Gift of Mr. W. Lloyd Heath. 

Specialized Postage Stamp Catalogue. Ger­
many. 1937. Published by Cross Stamp 
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Co., Newark, N. ]. Gift of Mr. W. 
Lloyd Heath. 

Postage Stamp Collection of th e Late Arthur 
Hind compiled by Charles J. Phillips, 
New York. Gift of Mr. W. Lloyd 
H eath . 

Stanley Gibbons' Priced Catalogu e of Stamps 
of th e British Empire 1940. Stanley 
Gibbons, Ltd., London. Gift of Mr. W. 
Lloyd Heath. 

Stanley Gibbons P1·iced Catalogu e of Stamps 
of Foreign Countries 1940. Stanley Gib­
bons, Ltd., London. Gift of Mr. W. 
Lloyd Heath. 

Stamp Guide and Glossary by H aughton 
Sanguinetti. Colonial Publications , Mel­
rose, Mass. 1936. Gift of Mr. W. Lloyd 
Heath. 

Bud's Handbook for Stamp Collectors by 
Augustus W. Dellquest. A. L. Burt & 
Co. , Publishers, New Y r ;k. Gift of Mr. 
W. Loyd Heath. 

Th e R egent Stamp Catalogu e, compiled and 
published by Robson Lowe, London , 
Engl and. 

.Stamp Collec ting by Henry Renouf. Publica­
tion of Leisure League of America, New 
York. Gift of Mr. W. Lloyd Heath. 

Pony Expr ess by Edward S. Knapp. Pub­
lished by Scott Stamp & Coin Co., New 
York. 1936. Gift of Mr. W. Lloyd 
Heath. 

Th e Standard Philatelic Dictionary by 
B. W . H. Poole and Willard 0. Wylie. 
Publisher, Severn-'W"ylie-J ewett Co. , 
Portland, Maine. Presented by Mr. 
Heath. 

Yv ert & T ellier-Champion's Catalogu e of 
Postage Stamps 1932. Published by 
Yvert & Cie., Amiens, France. Gift of 
Mr. W. L. Heath. 

Yv ert & T ellier-Champion' s Catalogue of 
Postage Stamps 1939· Publi sher, Yvert 
& Cie. , Amiens, France. Gift of Mr. 
W. L. Heath. 

·Th e Am erican Air Mail C atalogu e of Air 
L etter Sh ee ts r955. Publication of 
BACK NUMBERS OF THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
Due to a great demand for back numbers of th is magazine, many old issues are no 

longer available. A list of those on hand appears on Page 51 . 
Many back numbers on this list are in very short supply, only one or two copies still 

being in stock. Anyone planning to fill in his file should check this and order now. 
THE C
American Air Mail Society, Albion, Pa. 
Gift of Mr. Sol Whitman. 

fV orld f!f/id e, 1940. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 
London. Gift of Mr. W . Lloyd Heath. 

Billig's Specialized Catalogues, Volum e 8. 
Rocket ]ft[ ail Catalogu e by Stephen H. 
Smith. Published by F. Fritz Billig, 
J amaica, N. Y. Gift of Aero Philatel­
ists. 

Catalogo dei Francobolli, d'I talia, Trieste, 
V atica110 , 1956. "Sassone", Mil an, Italy. 
Presented by Aero Philatelists. 

Catalogue de Timbr es de la Fost e A erienne 
1956. Jean Silombra, P aris , France. Gift 
of Aero Phil atelists. 

1955-56 Price List of Philatelic Literature. 
F. Fritz Billig, Jamaica, N. Y. 

Th e Gunesch-Coda Standard Catalog of 
Unit ed States Bureau Issu e Precancels 
1956. Publisher, Richard ]. Coda, Sr., 

1ewark , r. J. 
Canal Zon e Study Group Handbook No. 3: 

"C anal Zone First Issue on Cover" by 
Rudolph B. Weiler; "Canal Zone Es­
says & Proofs" by George W. Brett. 
Canal Zone Study Group, W ashington , 
D. C. 

Israel Specialties by Pierson Ostrow. Pub­
lished by author, Burlington, Vt. 

France 20th Century Specialized by Raoul 
Lesgor. Published by author, Holmes, 
N. Y. 

Stamp D ealing for Pleasure and Profit by 
Lucius Jackson . Published by author, 
Burlington, Vt. Gift of Aero Philatelists. 

At the Board of Governors meeting held 
November 30th, 1955, the following new 
members were elected: 

4343 C arl E. Kane, Brockton, Mass. Col­
lects phil atelic sidelines. 

4344 Curtis B. James, Youngstown, 0. Col­
lects Germany. 

4345 Rex ford H. Clift, Scranton, Pa. Col­
lects Precancels, general. 

+3+6 Theodore R. Lockwood, Jaffrey, N. H. 
Collects general. 
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VENEZUELA 

The Contrasena Overpr ints 

By C. W. WICKERSHAM 
As we have noted in previous a rticles, the 
square r866 to r868 stamps of Venezuela 
were practically exh austed by r871 when the 
First Escuelas issue appeared for use as 
postage or revenue st amps. o others were 
avai lable for postage until r873. In that 
year and for th e nex t four years, however, 
th e stamps wi th the Con tr asefia overprints 
we re issued by the Venez uela government, 
using the same design for the overprinted 
stamps as was used fo r th e r 866 to r 868 
issues. Four different ove rprints were ap­
plied, all in very small letter s, one for each 
of the first four year s of issue. 

For a long time th ere was confusion among 
philatelists as to th e respective dates of issue 
of th e overp rinted st amps, but the problem 
was solved by H all & Fulcher, with one ex­
ception. As their findings in this respect 
have been adopted by the Scott catalog, and 
appear to be well suppo rted by dates on 
st amps examined by the writer , we m ay 
safely fo llow th ei r lead.1 The excep tion is 
the second set t ing of the Yz Real of r876 in 
18n. 

The different overprints, in two lines, wi th 
th e dates of issue and the denominations, are 
as fo llows: 

Fig. 1. Enlargement of the 187 3 Overprint 
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1873. Estampill as de Correo-Contrasena 
Yz R. , 1 R ., and 2 R. 

1874. Overprinted "Contrasefia-Est ampil­
las de Correo" I C ., 2 C., Yz R. , 1 R. , 2 R . 

187 5. Overprinted "Contr asefia - Es-
t ampi ll a de Correos" ( In larger letters)­
Yz R., I R. 

r 876. Overprinted "Estampill as de cor­
reo-Cont r asefia ("cor reo" spelled with a 
sm all "c")-Yz R., I R. 

1 "The London Philateli st", O : tober, 19 18, pages 
242 to 243. "The Stanley-Gibbons cata log 1956", 
however, gives 1874 as the date for all. We must 
disagree with this li sting. 

Fig . 2 . Enlargement cf the 1874 Overprint 

Fig. 3. Enlargement of the 1875 Overprint 
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VENEZUELA'S Co ' TRASE NA OvERPRINTS 
Fi g. 4. Enlargement of the 1876 overprint 
(Repeated on the l 877 issue of the V2 Real. ) 

It wi ll be noted that th e re we re three de­
nominations of th e st amps of th e 1873 issue, 
and fiv e in 1874, but only two-n amely, th e 
Y, R. and I R.-in th e next issues, 187 5 and 
I 876-77. W e do not know w ho prepared or 
applied the different overprints. They are 
r ela tively of lesser interest th an the stamps 
th emselves. This article wi ll deal largely 
wi th th e la tter. 

The printing of the stamps w as done partly 
by Felix R asco and partly by Aramburu at 
Caracas, acco rding to imprints which wi ll be 
described in due co urse. All were litho­
graphed and issued imperforate. As to some 
of th e stamps, we a re not su re by w hom th ey 
were printed. All denominations are known 
with inverted as well as norm al overprints, 
wi th the possible exception of the l R eal of 
I 873. The write r has not seen this st amp 
wi th inverted overpr int. Stamps of the 1873 
issue are compa ratively r a re. 

The Issue of 1873-0verprinted 
" Estampillas de Correo Contrasena" 

The three denominations of this issue are 
rare in unused condition , th e 2 R eals being 
rare in any condition , especially unused. 
Large blocks have not been seen, so we do 
not kn ow the n ame of th e printer. The 
overprint is of ten poorly o r irregularly ap­
plied, sometimes only to a part of the st amp . 

Y, R eal R ose. The color of most of the 
copies seen by the wri ter are a pale rose. 
Others a re a deeper color. Manuscript 
dates include " 1873" and "1874". The ove r­
print is sometimes normal and , more rarely, 
inverted. The spacing between the two lines 
of overprint varies between 3 mm. and .5 mm. 
The lines are not always exactly parallel. 
30 THE CO
Multiple pieces are scarce. A block of 
fo ur, used , with inverted overprint, and a 
simila r block wi th norm al overprint, a re the 
larges t multipl es known to the writer. 

Tete -beche pain. Tete-beche pairs are 
known with normal as well as with inverted 
ove rprint. There is one of each in th e wri t­
er's collection. Both are interesting, as they 
are cancelled with manuscript dates. The 
normal pair have "Merida-1874". The 
pair wi th the inve rted ove rprint have 
"Merida 1873" . 

Fi g. 5. Tete-beche pair of the 1/i R. with 
manuscript date l 87 3 . 

H all & Fulcher say that possibly the over­
print was applied to shee ts of th e second 
(fourth or fifth ) sett ing of th e basic stamp 
(i.e., th e issue of 1868 w ithou t overpr int ), 
in which case there would be nine tete-beche 
pairs ( horizontal ) on th e sheet. As we h ave 
seen in a previous article, Hall's " second " 
setting undoubtedly refers to th e lil ac rose 
stamps, w hich were the subjects of the 
fo urth and fif th settings of the Y, R eal of 
th e issue wi th out over print. 2 

In th e four th se tting of that st amp, there 
were twelve tete-beche pairs (horizontal ) on 
th e shee t, and not nine. Moreover, on the 
1873 overprinted tete-beche pairs the basic 
stamps do not show th e same distinguishing 
marks as those of th e fourth se tting of the 
ea rl ier st amp and are clearly not from the 
same transfers. 

Production. So fa r as the fifth setting of 
th e Y, R eal of th e earlier issue is conce rned , 
it is probable th at th e sheet was the same 
size as that of th e fourth setting. We know 
th at a block of twelve transfe rs was used 
for at leas t part of the sheet, and th at trans­
fer No. 12 was inverted , thereby producing 
tete-beche pairs. If the arrangement was 

2 COLLE CTOR S C LUB PHILATE LI ST, Vol. 34, Page 184. 
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VENEZUELA ' S CON TRASE NA OVERPRINTS 
th e same as in th e fourth set ting, then there 
were twelve tete-beche pairs ( ho rizont al ) in 
the shee t. 
One of th e tete-beche pairs with the 1873 
overprint in the w riter's collection co uld 
quite possibly be types 12 and 10 of th e fifth 
se tt ing of th e earlier issue w ith out overprint. 
The oth er appea rs to be the same as trans­
fers 11 and 12 of th at setting. A block of 
fou r of the 1873 stamp w ith inverted ove r­
print in the writer's collection bears enough 
of th e dis tinguishing marks of the fifth set­
ting of the bas ic sta mps to say wi th confi­
dence th at the tr ansfe rs are th e same as a 
block of four of this setting wi th transfe rs 
as fo ll ows: 

7 8 

10 11 

Fig. 6 . Bl ock of fo ur of the V2 Real of 187 3 
showing transfers as in the 5 th Se tt ing of the 
lfi rea l without ove rpr int . 

Another block of four exami ned by the 
w riter shows tr ansfe rs of the basic stamps, 
w hich are th e same as the 5th setting, as 
fo ll ows: 

I 
11 1 12 I :1 

I I 

2 I (3) I 
I I 

a The lower ri g hth a:1d stamp is not cl ea rl y tra ns fer 
No. 3, althoug h it is believed to be so. 
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If it we re not for th e ove rprint we co uld 
easily say th at th e stamps were from the 
fifth setting of the earlier issue. A pair of 
the I 873 stamps examined appea r to be from 
transfe rs 6 and 4 of th a t setting. Singles 
have been id entified as transfers 9 and 7. 

The weight of evidence thu s fa r known is, 
th erefore, in favo r of th e conclusion that the 
1873 ove rprint was applied to sheets of the 
fifth se ttin g of the ,Y:! Real of th e earlier 
iss ue wi th out overprint- probably a fresh 
printing from th e pl ate. 

A pair and vario us si ngles of the basic 
st amps have not been id entifi ed, but we must 
always remember that many of the trans­
fers of th e fifth setting depend for id entifi­
ca tion on th e peculi a rities of th e dividing 
l ines bet ween the stamps, so that in case of 
single copi es or sometimes pairs, th e mar­
gins a re not wide enough to show these lines. 
A s a r esu lt, id entifica tion of th ese transfers 
is then difficult or impossible. 

D ate of I ssu e. Manuscrip t dates appear 
on stamps of the 1873 issue in th e w rite r 's 
co llection as fo llows : 

T ete-beche pair : Merida, 
T ete-beche pair: Me rid a, 
Single : Merid a, 

I R eal Verm ilion. H ere we have even 
less material th an in th e case of th e ,Y:! R eal. 
The la rgest piece seen by th e wri ter is an 
unused irregula r block of 1 2 in his collec­
tion. The lines of the ove rprint a re slightly 
slanting and not well applied. Across the 
five stamp s in the second row, th e " Estampil­
las" line is S mm. above the "Contraseiia" 
line at th e lef t end , and only 3,Y2 mm. above 
that line a t th e right end . Single copies show 
vari ations in spacing from 3 mm. to S mm. 
between the lines of overprint. 

While we a re unable to state definitely the 
size of th e sheet o r the a rrangement of the 
tr ansfers on the st amps th emselves, it is in­
te res ting to note th a t a t leas t three transfe rs 
have been fou nd th at have the distinguishing 
characte ris tics of tr ansfe rs used for th e I 

R eal of th e bas ic stamps. The two stamps 
at th e right end of th e top and bottom hori­
zont al rows of the irregul ar block of twelve . 

4 For furth er information see "The London Phi· 
late! ist " , October. 19 18, page 242. 
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VENEZUELA'S CONTRASENA O VE RPRINTS 
Fig. 7 . Irregular block of twelve of the l Real Verm ilion, 1873. 
show th e spot under th e fi rst "E" of 
"E. E. U. U ." w hich we have previously de­
scribed in th e block of twelve of th e ea rl ier 
I Real. Moreover, they bear th e same rela­
tion .to each oth er as in that block. 

Another transfe r in th e basic st amp is 
characterized by a colored ma rk over the 
"E" of the first " DE". This appea rs to be 
th e transfe r next to th e right of the one with 
the spotted " E" of "E. E. U. U." A single 
of the 1873 ove rprinted 1 R eal has been seen 
·w ith the same characteristic. 

The left stamp in the middl e row of the 
Contr ase iia block shows characte ristics of th e 
transfer below th e marked "E" of "DE" of 
the issue without overprint. A si ngle has 
a lso been seen which appears to be the same. 

These indications suggest that the 1873 
Contraseiia I R eal was printed from the same 
plate as the 1866 I Real without overprint, 
and the overprin t th en? applied. T aken to­
gether wi th the simila r evid ence in the cases 
of th e 0 R eal, and , as we shall see, th e 2 

R eales, the suggestion is fo rtifi ed. H ow­
eve r, while the same tr ansfe rs appear to have 
been used for the stamps th emselves, and 
32 THE C
very likely th e same block of tr ansfers, we 
have insufficient proof of th e exact a rrange­
ment of th e whole sheet, and further re­
sea rch is needed to give us a complete and 
proven result. 

In th e ar ticl e on th e 1866 issue wi thou t 
overprint, we commented on the so-called 

worn impression" stamps.5 Similar im-
pressions are found in th e first Con traseiia 
I Re al stamps, wh ile oth ers show no signs 
of a worn plate. 

Fig. 8 . Rejo ined pair of the Real of 1873 
showi ng worn impression . 

5 CO L LECT ORS CL U B PHILATELIST, Vol. 34t p. 189. 
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VENEZUELA'S CON TRASENA OVERPRINTS 
Date of I ssue. While it is probable th at 
th e I Re al was issued in 1873, th e ea rlies t 
date th at has been seen by th e writer on 
this st amp is 1874. This is a manuscript 
date, and is fo ur yea rs ea rli er th an the pen­
cancell ed "18.9. 78" recorded by H all & 
Fulcher. 

2 R ea/es Yell ow . This st amp wi th th e 
1873 overpri nt is even r arer th an the I R ea l. 
The amou nt of material avai lable is small 
indeed. Unused copies in really firs t class 
condit ion are especially sca rce and hard to 
fi nd . The la rges t piece in the w rite r 's col­
lection is a used block of fou r. Most for tu­
na tely, th e two righ th and st amps have th e 
charac teristics of one of th e tr ansfe r s of the 
ea rl ier stamps-namely, position 2 of the 2 

R eales withou t ove rprint-and th e two left 
hand stamps show th e characteristics of posi­
tion r . 

Fig. 9. Block of four of the 2 Reales of 1873. 

It wi ll be recalled that, as stated in the 
article on the earlier st amps, there were 
strong in dications that the st amps in seve ral 
of th e vert ical colu mns were from the same 
transfer respectively. Therefore, we would 
expect the two right hand stamps to show the 
same characteristics, as they do. So also 
wi th the two lef t hand st amps of the Contra­
sefia block. Here we have evidence that th e 
stamps came from the ea rlier plate, as in the 
case of the oth er denomina tions of thi s issue, 
and th e overprint was th en applied to th e 
sheet. 

Date of 1 ssue . There is a used single in 
the writer's collection with manuscript can­
cell ation reading "Merid a-1873". An offi-
THE COL LECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, 
Fig . l 0. Enlargement show ing flaw over second 
" E" of " VENEZUELA" (positi on l ) and break 
in " D" of " DOS" (position 2 ) as in the 
transfers used for the 2 Real es of 1866-67 . 

cial document wi th six copies of th e 2 reales 
yellow w ith th e 1873 Contr asefi a overprint 
in th e writer's collection is dated July 30, 
1873. This is certainly good add itional evi­
dence th at th ese st amps were issued in th at 
year, and not in 1874. The conclusion al­
ready expressed as to the year of issue is 
thus given further confirm ation. (F ig. 10A) 

The Overprint . Again we find sloppiness 
in the applica tion of th e ove rprint . It is 
found st a rting in the middle of th e stamp, 
so that only part is applied. It is also found 
ending near th e middle of the st amp, or 
sta rtin g well in from th e left margin. Some­
times the lines a re st ra ight, sometimes they 
h ave a slight slant. Usually they are from 
3 to 40 mm. apa rt. The interval between 
th e bottom line of an overp rint and the top 
line of th e nex t ove rprint below is abou t 
14 mm. on th e block of fo ur shown as Fig. 9. 
However, on a single stamp in the w riter's 
collection showi ng three lines of overprint , 
the inte rval is about I I mm. 

Fi g. l I . T he l 87 3 2 Reales with three lines of 
overprint. 
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• • • • • 
ESTADOB UNIDOS DJ] VENEZUELA . 
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Fig. l OA. Official document, dated July 30, 187 3, with s ix copies of the 2 real es, with the 
first " Contrasena" overprint. 
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VENEZUELA's CoNTRASENA OVERPRINTS 
Fig. 12. Cancell a ti ons on the 1873 issue , CA l , CA3 , i-1, CA l l . 
One stamp in th e writer's collection shows 
only a single line of overprint. This is the 
" Estampill as de Correo" l ine and is inverted. 
The stamp is one of th ose on the combin ation 
piece described below. 

Stamps wi th inverted overprints on this 
denomin ation appear to be scarcer th an those 
wi th th e norm al overprint. 

Comb ina tions. A 1 R eal and a 2 Reales 
on piece in the w riter 's collection are tied by 
a black double circle La Guaira cancellation 
without date. 

Bisects. H all & Fulcher say that this 
st amp may be fo und used "split" in qu ar­
ters. The writer has not been sufficiently 
fortunate to see one. 

Cancellations on th e 1873 issue. N umeral 
and manuscript cancella tions seem to prevail 
on the used stamps of the 1873 issue. A list 
follows: 

CAr. Nume rals : 
Black 0, 1-_0, 2, 2-y.4 , 3, 6, 8. 

CA2. L arge Double C ircle. With part of 
illegible town name. Impossible to 
tell whether the oth er word IS 

"DEBE" or "FRA CA". 

a. Same-"CORO-FRANCA". 

CA3. Town Cancella tions. 

a1. La Guaira concentric circles. 
Black wi th out date. 
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i1. (add ition) Porto Cabello con­
centric circles in bl ack without 
date. 

CA5. a. (add ition) Franco oval w ith loops. 
(FR)ANCO m inner oval. 
Black. 

CAu. P en Cancellations. These include 
year dates, letters, and wavy 
lines. A large manuscript "Y" 
appears on three stamps in the 
writer's collection, one of each 
denomination of the issue. 

Issue of 1874-0verprinted 
"Contrasena-Estampillas de Correo" 

In thi s issue the two lines of the over­
print a re reve rsed. The upper line consists 
of the word "Contraseiia" repeated. The 
lowe r line contain s the wo rds "Estampillas 
de Correo" repeated. There are five denomi­
nations. All a re found w ith both normal 
and inverted overprint. 

I C. Gray Lilac. This st amp occurs in a 
variety of shades-gray lil ac, bluish gray, 
dark lilac, dull lilac blue, and intermedi ate 
shades. 

The printing was done by Felix R asco, 
Ca racas, and the sheet was composed of 300 
stamps, as shown by imprints in the writer 's 
collection. 
Fig. 13 . Bottom margin block of 22 of the l C., with imprints (overprint normal ) 
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VE NEZ U EL A 'S CON TRAS ENA O VE RPRI N TS 
These imprints are interesting. They a re 
printed in colo r on th e bottom margin of th e 
.sheet. The fi rst r eads "300 E" D E U 
CENTAV O " in upright capit al letter s. It 
is about 78 mm. in length paralleling three 
st amps in th e bottom row. The second to th e 
right consists of th e name "CARACA S" in 
slanting capital letters. This st arts und er 
the nex t stamp but one pa ralleled by th e fir st 
imprint. U nde r th e las t two st amps in th e 
bottom row of the sheet appea rs th e third 
imprint, "FELIX RASCO " also in slanting 
t apital lette rs, with a dash befo re th e name. 
R asco printed many of th e V enezuel a st amps 
dur ing this pe riod and his wo rk is well kn own 
to students. 
THE CO
The sheet was composed of 20 rows of I 5. 
Acco rding to H armer, it was made up of 18 
blocks of 15 t ransfer s and 3 blocks of IO 

transfe rs, th e latter appearing at or near the 
bottom of th e sheet . T wo of th ese were 
prod uced by eliminating th e bottom row of 
t ransfe rs in th e block, and th e other by omit­
ting transfer numbe red 1 to 56. W e are 
speaking of th e stamps, not th e ove rprints. 

Specimens w ith norm al ove rpr in t appea r to 
be scarce r th an th ose w ith the inve rted ove r­
print. F ull shee ts wi th inver ted ove rprint 
are known. 

6 H . R . H armer, "The London Phil atelist", Septem­
ber, 1935, page 199 , where the di agra ms show the 
arrange n:cnt of the blocks of transfers in the sheet. 
Fig. 14. Block of 25 of the l C., showing transfer folds in the first three stamps of the top row . 
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VENEZUELA'S CoNTRASENA OvERPRINTS 
----------------- --------------------·· - - - - -
Fi g. 15. Str ip of 4 of the C. used on sma ll piece. 
The Overprint. The two parallel lines of 
overprint are usually about 5 mm. apa rt, and 
are better applied th an in th e 1873 issue. 
The wo rd "Contr asefia" in the upper line 
covers abou t one- third of the w idth of a 
stamp, or slightly more . Specimens are found 
with three of these words, or with two and 
portions of two more, as no attempt was 
made to obtai n uniformi ty in this respect. 
The words " Estampillas de Correo" ( re­
peated to fo rm the lower line) ex tend s for 
about seven-tenths th e wid th of a st amp. 
Hence various combi nations of other por­
tions of the overp rint can be found. 

Trans/ er Fo lds. A m arked transfer fold 
occu rs in th e upper part of th e shee t. This 
affects three stamps, squeezing and distort­
ing th e lette rs "LOS E . E . U . U." These are 
Nos. 86, 87 and 88 in th e sheet, according 
to H all & Fulcher, w ho say th at the effect 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, 
is particularly noticeable in th e first st amp. 
The second stamp is much affected, as the 
letters are so squeezed as to be clearly short­
er and smaller than usual. (Fig. 14) 

Cancellations. While the principal pur­
pose of this denomination was presumably 
for newspapers and simil a r use, it is quite 
likely th at multiple pi eces were used occa­
sionally for ord in ary mail. Genuinely used 
cop ies are ra re. Kn own cancellations include 
th e L a Guaira concent ric ci rcles without date, 
the numeral 8 in black, the Valencia single 
oval, and manuscript. 

2 C. Green. This attrac tive stamp is rare 
and very little is known about it. Probably 
it was printed by Felix R asco, but we can 
give no information as to th e size of the 
sheet or arr angement of th e transfers. Col­
ors include pale green, green , and deep green. 
Copies with inverted overprint appear to be 
Fig. 16. Block of twelve of the 2 C., 1874, wi th inverted overprint. 
NO. I 37 



VENEZUELA'S CoNT RAS ENA OvERPRINTS 
less scarce th an those wi th normal ove rpr int. 
The l argest multiple piece known to the 

w riter is an unused block of twelve w ith in­
verted overprint. This piece and two blocks 
of four a re in th e writer's collection. 

As in th e case of th e l C., th e lines of th e 
overprint are evenly applied, and are usually 
perfectly horizontal, although occas ionally a 
ve ry slight diagonal slant downward to the 
right shows. 

The multiple pieces give only a sma ll clue 
to th e arrangement of th e transfe rs on the 
s t amps. All the stamps in the top row ap­
pea r to be from the same tr ansfe r. The same 
m ay be said of the second row stamps. Al so 
the third horizontal row seems to be from 
THE C
a common transfe r. Giving them and other 
possible transfers arbitrary designations, th ey 
are as fo llows: 

A. There is a di agonal colored scratch or 
m ark und er th e "C" of "CENTAVOS", and 
th ere a re slight colored marks under th e 
"OS" of "DOS". 

B. The same sc ra tch or mark as in A; and 
a distinct colored line under "DOS", with a 
break in the line under th e "0". 

C. The top of th e "S" of "CE 1TAVOS" 
is broken. 

D. Colo red line under " DOS." 1 o scratch 
under th e "C" of "CE TAVOS". 

The blocks show these transfe rs as fol­
lows : 
1 2 3 

I A I A I A I A I 
! B I B I B I B I 

I c I c I c l c l 

i I D I B I 

i i A I A i 

c 

D 

c 

D 
The tr ansfers have also been identified on 
a number of single specimens. Out of 21 

examined , they we re as follows: 
A , 2; B, 8; C, 3, and D , 5; a total of 18. 
Owing to the paucity of material , howeve r, 

we mu st consider any apparent conclusions 
as merely suggestive. Block 2 shows the 
sheet margin at left, and sugges ts th a t w hat­
ever the arrangement of th e tr ansfers was, 
it was not always regul ar. For at least part 
o f the sheet it seems th at the same transfer 
was used for a horizontal row or at least a 
part of the row. Beyond this it is impossible 
to go. 

Cancellations. Genuine used copies of the 
2 C . are r are. The La Guaira concentric 
c ircle wi thout date, the Franco oval wi th 
loops, and numer al cancellations have been 
noted ; all in black. 

Th e 0 R eal Rose. The 0 Re al of this 
1874 issue with norm al overprint is r are 
unu sed, and almost as r are used. With in­
verted ove rprint, it is comp ar atively com­
mon in used condition, but less so unused. 
Colors include pale rose, rose, deep rose, and 
pink. 
O

Fig. 17 . Numeral cance llati ons on the 2 C. 
green . 

Fig. 18. Unused pair of the 1/i Real , l 874, 
( Inverted overprint) . 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, N O. I 



VENEZUELA'S CoNTRASENA OvERPRI NTS 
Multiple pieces other th an pairs must be 
excessively ra re , no blocks being known to 
the writer. othing is known as to the set­
ting, the ize of the sheet or the arr ange­
men of the transfers. 

A pecu li ari ty of this st amp is the number 
of transfer fo lds that have been discovt>red. 
They may be listed accord ingly : 

Transfe r fo lds: 
( 1) Squeezed "E. E. U." 
(2) " OS" of "LOS" affected. 
(3) Distorted "E" of "MED IO" 
(4) Distorted "M" of "MEDIO" and 

"A" of "REAL". 
(5) Squeezed lef t st a r. 
(6) Distorted "ME" of "MEDIO". 
(7) Squeezed "EDIO" of "MEDIO". 

Fig. 19. Copies ot the V2 Real, 1874, show­
ing transfer folds. 

Cancella tions include th e numerals o and 
8, Caracas si ngle line oval, Valencia double 
oval, and L a Guaira concentric circles with­
out date. They also include the oval with 
loops (FRA N CO), P orto Cabell o concen­
tric circl es, and m anu scrip t. 

So fa r as known th ere were no inve rted 
stamps in th e sheet of the Y, R eal of the 
1874 issue, and , therefore, no tete-beche pairs. 

r R eal V ermiliou. This handsome stamp 
is also rare in unused condition, especially 
with th e norm al ove rprint. It is less rare 
used w ith norm al ove rprint , and not uncom­
mon w ith the inverted overprint in used con­
dition. Even so, it is sca rce r th an the Y, 
Real used wi th the same ove rprint. 

M ul tip le pieces are sca rce, and little is 
definitely known as to th e size of the sheet 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, 
Fig . 21 . Single 1 R., of 1874 with imprint 
" E 10 C"', the "s" of Cs . being rai sed and 
underlined . 

Fig. 22. Vertical pair of the 1 Real of 1874 
showing imprint with printer's name . 

Fig. 23 . Pa ir of the 1 Real of 18 74 with sun­
burst cancellation . 

or th e a rrangem rnt of transfers. Dull says. 
th at a block of 16 from th e bottom right 
co rn er of the sheet indicates th a t the tr ans-· 
fer block is 5 stamps wi C: e, and th at the com-· 
position of the shee t is probably somewhat 
similar to the 1 Centavoi . Hall & Fulcher 

7 1'The American Philatelist" , Jan uary, 1937 1 page· 
173. 
NO. I 



VENE Z UELA ' S Co N TRAS EN A OvERPRINTS 
Fig . 2 0 . Block of twenty-four of the l Rea l, 1874. 
refer to a copy w ith bottom margin showing 
part of th e imprint beginning "300 E " 
D xxx", so th at th e shee t evidently con­
t ain ed, they say, 300 stamps. This indeed 
seems likely, but w hen th ey add th at this is 
in all probability th e case for all th e values, 
we must beg to say th at this conclusion is a 
n an-sequitur. 
40 THE C
T he la rges t multiple piece known to the 
wr ite r is a block of twenty-fo ur w ith in­
ve rted ove rprint and manuscript cancella­
ti on. This shows th e sheet margin on the 
lef t. On this block th e two lines of over­
print show a slight diagonal slant downward 
to the right. 

A copy of th e 1 Real w ith inverted over-
OLLECTORS C LU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. I 



VENEZUELA'S CoNTRASENA OvERPRINTS 
Fig. 24. Block of fifteen of the 2 Reales, 1874. 
print with bottom margin shows part of an 
imprint reading " E 10 C"" . 100 Centavos 
we re supposed to be the equal of 8 Re ales a t 
that time. Thus one Re al would be worth 
12Y, Centavos (about the equivalent of IOC 

in American money). 
A vertical pair with bottom margin in the 

w riter's collection shows pa rt of the im print 
" FELIX R (ASCO) " . This gives us the 
name of the printer-namely, Felix R asco, 
of C a racas, who also printed many of th .. 
first Escuelas and oth er stamps of the period. 

Among th e cancellations in the writer 's col­
lection a re the early sunburst, which is an 
interesting use of thi s mark, the Valencia 
double oval, and th e manusc ript date " 1874". 
The latter appea rs on two copies. 

2 R ea/es Y ellow. This again is a very 
r a re stamp and little is known about it. 
Whil e inverted ove rprint st amps catalog less 
than those with norm al overprint, the meage r 
number of both exa mined indica tes the oppo­
site should be the case. The la rges t piece 
know n to the writer is an unu sed block of 
fifteen with normal overprint in the writer's 
collection . The lines of overprint on this 
block a re almost horizontal , with a scarcely 
perceptible slant upwards in the two top hori­
zontal rows of five. The lines are about 
5 mm. apa rt on each stamp. 
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It will be noted that the position of the 
lines of overprint varies in the different 
horizontal rows, especially in the bottom 
row, where they are lower th an in the upper 
rows. This is also noticeable on single 
stamps, on some of which the top line is near 
the top of the stamp and on others much 
lower down . 

It is believed that a new setting was made 
for th is stamp, and that the earlier 2 Reales 
of 1866 without overprint was not used. The 
st amps shown in Fig. 24 are closer together 
vertically than in the sheet of the I866 issue. 
None of the identified transfers of that issue 
have been found in the later stamps. The 
" S-dot-R" specimen shortly to be described 
does not appear in the I866 sheet. It should 
be noted a lso that the shades of color gen­
erally differ , most of the ove rprinted st amps 
approaching an olive ye llow, while the earlier 
stamps lac k this tint. They are usually a 
bright yellow. 

Th e " S-do t-R". This st amp appears at the 
top right of th e block of fifteen shown in 
Fig. 24. The dot appea rs between the " S" 
of " DOS" and th e " R " of " REALES", high 
up. It is about the size of the period or 
stop after th at word , or slightly larger. · 
Whether this is distinctive of one of the 
transfers is not known. If it is, at least fif-
O. I 4I 
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teen tr ansfe rs must have been used, as it 
does not appear in any of th e other st amps m 

. the block of fifteen. 

Splits. H all & Fulcher st ate th at th e 2 

R eales may be fo und split di agonally. This 
has not been seen by th e writer. 

Cancellations. T wo dated postm arks have 
been seen on th e 2 Reales. One is "-77" 
and the other Sept. 77 . 

The known list of cancellations on th e 
stamps of th e 187 4 issue is as follows: 

CA1. The numer als. Black: o, 3, 6, 7, 8. 
42 THE CO
CA3 (I). Porto Cabello concentric c ir­
cles w ithout date. Black . 

CA3 I (addition) . Valencia oval with 
dates. 

CA3 m (addition). Caracas oval without 
dates. The inscription reads 
"CORREOS - CARACAS -
VENEZUELA". Black. 

CA3 o (addition ). 
wi th out 

CAs a. F RANCO 
CA8. Sunburst. 

Caracas double oval 
dates. 
oval wi th loops. 

CA11. P en cancell ations (including dates) . 
Fig. 25. Cancella tions on t he 1874 issue; CA3 l , CA3 m, CA3 n, and CA3 o. 
Issue of 1875. Overprinted "Contra­

sena-Estampilla de Correos". Over­

print in Larger Letters 
In this issue of the two denomin ations, the 

Y, and th e I R eal, the top line of th e overprint 
consists of th e word "Contrasena" repeated. 
Two of these words almost fit one stamp, 
but not quite. As a result, single st amps 
often show th e whole of one "Cont rase ii a" 
and portions of two oth ers. The lowe r 
line consis ts of the words "Estampill a de 
Correos" which are slightly longer th an the 
width of th e stamp. H ence on single st amps 
the full legend is found only when part of 
an adjoining stamp is present. Enough can 
be seen to identify the overprint because of 
the size of th e letters and the difference in 
wording from the I 874 issue-that is, " Es­
tampill a" instead of " Estampillas" and " Cor­
reos" inste ad of "Correo" . 
The overprint is in slightly larger and 
clearer letter s th an in the earlier issues. It 
is found normal and also inverted on both 
denominations. 

The r R eal and probably th e Y, R eal, we re 
lithog raphed by G. J. Aramburu of Caracas. 
Both stamps are comparatively rare in un­
used condition . 

Y, R eal R ose. While th e Y, Real stamp 
is usually rose, a variety of shad es are known. 
These include pink, pinkish rose, pale rose, 
rose, deep rose, bright rose, and vermilion 
rose. The l as t named is r a re. 

The size of th e sheet is unknown. No 
large pieces have seen seen by the w riter. 
The la rges t multiple of this denomination 
in the collection is a used block of six w ith 
inve rted overprint. This block bears the 
double circle, black, Porto Cabello postmark 
without date. 
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Fig. 26. Used block of six of the V2 Real, 1875, with inverted overprint. 
While the stamps were issued impedorate, 

private perforations a re known, P ed. 12. 

The lines of overprint a re generally from 

5 to 6 mm. apart. The writer has one ex­

ample of a double overprint, and one where 

each line of overprint appea rs on two differ­
ent levels. An error of overprint is also 
'fHE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, 
known read ing "NA NA" and "OS OS". 
It is inverted. 

Cancellations on this denomination in­
clude among others the black numeral 3, a 
dated Valencia oval (December 17, 1875), a 
Caracas oval, the L a Guaira double circle 
without date, Porto Cabello, and the black 
13-rayed sunburst. 
Fig. 27. Strip of four of the 1875 V2 Real with sunburst cance llations. 
An interesting use of thi s stamp is shown 
-0n a front of cover forwarding newspapers 
from Caracas to La Guaira. The stamps 
are the 0 real and the I real of this issue 
with normal overprint and the I real with 
-0verprin t inverted. 

I R eal Vermilion. This is a striking stamp 
in mint condition . The shades vary from an 
.orange vermilion to a rose vermilion. U n­
used blocks are rare, but a number of large 
blocks of used stamps a re known. 

The sheet was composed of 300 stamps, 
20 x 15. Examination of the lower half of 
the sheet of the stamps in the writer's col-
1ection shows that it is made up of 6 blocks 
-0f 25 transfe rs. In the three upper blocks 
N

of this half, the transfers have the same ar­
rangement in each block, as follows: 

1 \ 
I I I 

2 I 3 I 4 
I 

5 
I I 
! 

\ 

I 
6 7 I 8 9 

\ 
10 

I 
i I I 

11 12 
I 

13 I 14 I 15 
I I 

( 
I I 

16 17 18 
\ 

19 I 20 

I I I 
21 22 I 23 I 24 I 25 

I I I I 
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Fig . 27 A. Front of cover with V2 r and 1 r. forwarding newspapers. 
In th e three lower blocks of transfe rs, the 
a rr angement is the same, except in the bot­
tom row. 

T ete-beche Pairs. In the left hand block, 
all five st amps of the bottom row are invert­
ed, thus producing five vertical tete-beche 
pairs, as well as one horizont al pair. This 
row is m ade up of the top five transfers in 
reversed order, so th at th e two bottom rows 
of th e lef t of the sheet a re as follows for the 
first five positions: 

16 17 18 19 20 

5 4 3 2 1 

In th e next block to the right, the bottom 
row is made up of transfers 6 to IO, as in 
th e second horizont al row of the block, while 
in th e right lower block of transfers, th e 
bottom row is m ade up of tr ansfe rs I I to I 5. 

There is a space between the fifth and 
sixth vertical rows in th e sheet. 

H all & Fulcher say that the complete 
sheet is apparently composed of twelve blocks 
of twenty-five transfers of the st amps, but 
th ey do not give their description nor the 
a rrangement wi thin the blocks. It seems 
probable th at the upper half of the sheet was 
composed of six blocks of transfer s with nor­
mal arrangement in each block. 
THE CO
The imp r int on the bottom margin of the 
sheet reads "300 Estampillas de a un real. 
G. J. Aramburu-Lit 0 .-Caracas, 1875". 

The imprint is of great value. It fixes the 
date of this issue and gives us the size of the 
sheet. It shows the printing was done by 
G. J. Aramburu, who was the printer of the 
6th issue of th e First Escuelas st amps­
those on la id paper, which were also issued in 
1875. 

The twenty-five transfe rs on th e stamps 
may be described as follows: 

r. Spots in first "U" and bottom stroke 
of second " E" of " E. E. U. U." 

2. Cut in frame line above "E. E." 
3. Spot connects top of "C" of "COR­

REO" with frame line. 
4. Cap of "C" of "CORREO" extends 

to fr ame line. 
5. Small w hite dash on colored ground 

above " RE" of " R EAL". 
6. Colored blot at bottom and side of 

second "U" of "U. U." 
7. Cu t th rough frame line above "O" of 

"LOS"; irregular mark on outer frame line 
above cut. 

8. Exp loding left star. 
9. White fl aws in frame line above "E.E." 
IO. White flaw on frame line over "RR" 

of "CORREO" . 
r r. Parallel cuts through frame line be­

low "R" of "REAL". 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. l 
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., 

... ,. 
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-Joo .E.£1,amf,JllM ~4-ulV !f!A~ . .. 
Fig. 28 . Left third of lower half of sheet of the l Real , 1875 , with two bottom rows 
tete-beche , and imprint. 

A ll Photos by Bo11trelle 

Fig . 29. Rest of bottom row of the sheet of the l Real showing remaining portion of imprint. 
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-~·---·· · -· .... ___. 

Fig. 30. Top rows of a block of the 1 Real showing reversed order of lines of overprint and 
only one line in second horizontal row. 
12. Small cut in octagon line below left 
star; break in line to left of star. 

13 . No distinguishing marks. 
14. Octagon line weak or broken over 

" D " of first " DE"; broken or missing right 
stroke of second "U" of "U. U." 

15. C ut through fra~e line below "UN". 
I 6. Upp er part of right frame line miss­

ing. 
17. Small fl aw in "U" of "UN". 
I 8. Cut in octagon line squarely over cen­

ter of top stroke of the first "E" of " E. E." 
19. Colored line across frame lines to 

n1;,•ht of "V" of "VE EZUELA" . 
w. Colored line continues to octagon line 

which is broken above " O " of "CORREO". 
21. Dot on top of first " R" of "COR­

REO"; small upright dash on top frame line 
nea r r . W. corner. 

22. Small break in lef t frame line about 
2 mm. above S. W. co rner. 

23. Small fl aw in octagon line above 
"E. U." of "E. E. U. U."; small break in 
bottom frame line nea r S. W. corner. 

24. Small fl aws in right strokes of "R " 
of "REAL". 

25 . Colored blot on lowe r part of "E. E." 
Varieties. In addi tion to the tete-beche 

pairs, one or two oth er varieties should be 
mentioned. An error of overprint reads 
"CORREOS DE CORREOS". Owing to 
the irregu larity with which the overprint was 
applied, stamps may be fo und wi th the order 
reversed-that is , th e "Estampill a" line above 
and the "Contrasena" line below. Stamps 
may also be fou nd wi th only one line of over­
print. In a used block of thirty-five in th e 
writer's coll ec tion , th ese conditions exis t on 
the two top rows. 
THE COL
Besides the error of ove rprint "Correos de 
Correos", there are numerous other errors of 
overprints, including "Contrasena-a-Con­
trasena" and various other corruptions of the 
accurate wo rds. They have little philatelic 
interest to the writer and w ill not be listed. 

Miscellaneous. Both denominations of the 
187 5 issue a re known privately perforated. 

Cancellations. With one exception, the 
cancell ations and postmarks on stamps of this 
iss ue do not differ much from those of the 
previous issue. The exception is the TARI BA 
straight line described in the list. 

Fi g. 31. 112 R. rose, 187 3, cancelled with 
TARIBA straight-line. 

The list follows: 

CA1. 

CA2. 

CA3 

CA3 p 

CA8. 

The numerals. 
Black: 3. 

The large double circle. 

(I), CA3 r, CA3 m, CA3 n, also 

(addi tion ). Tariba straight line. 
This consis ts of the name 
"TARI BA" in large capital 

letters. Black. (Fig. 31) 
Sunburse. 

CA11. Pen cancell ations. 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. I 
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Fig. 32. Right lower portion of the sheet of the llz Real 1876 with imprint. 
Issues of 1876-77 Overprinted "Es­
tampillas de correo - Contrasena" 

(small c in "correo") 

In this, the last of the Contrasefia issues, 
there are again only two denominations, the 
0 and th e 1 Real. Both are found with 
normal and inverted overprints. The over­
prints are in very small lette rs, but the small 
c of "correo" can usually be distinguished . 
Both stamps were lithographed and issued 
imperforate, as usual. 

0 R eal Rose. There were two printings 
of this stamp, one in 1876 and th e other in 
1877, both by Feli x R asco at Caracas. 

rst S etting. The imprint on the part 
sheet in the wri ter 's collection reads "280 

E s de 5 cs Felix R asco L rn". This part sheet 
contains 224 stamps, has th e normal over­
print and is now mounted in fo ur pieces. 
The missing st amps a re from the three top 
rows and part of the right side of the next 
three rows. Otherwise, except fo r one 
stamp, th e sheet is conplete. The fu ll sheet 
was 20 x 14, thus making th e 280 positions 
mentioned in the imprint. 

Study of the part shee t tends to show th at 
apparently 15 transfers were used.8 There 

8 H all & Fulcher say that there were 25 transfers 
a rra nged in 8 fu ll blo: ks of 2 5 and 4 of 20. T he 
writer ca nnot agree . 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXXV , 
are nine full blocks of tr ansfe rs 3 x 5 (one 
block being slightly irregular in arrangement 
and anoth er lacking one st amp). There a re 
also three blocks of twelve of these transfe rs 
obtained by omitting the lef t column in each 
transfe r block, and one block w here the 
arrangement of the transfers is irregul a r. 

The two bottom rows of the sheet appea r 
to be composed of two blocks of ten trans­
fers (omitting the top row of the full block), 
side by side, and one block of eight transfe rs 
on th e right. 

It seems probable th at the three top rows 
of the sheet we re made up of two full blocks 
of I 5 t ransfers sid e by sid e, with a block of 
12 transfers on th e right. 

The composi tion of th e full sheet as the 
writer believes it to be is shown m th e d ia­
gram on top of p. 48 :Sa 

The transfers may be described as follows: 

I. The right st rokes of both "U's" in 
"E. E. u. U." are generally weak, broken 
or missing. 

2. There is an irregular colored mark at 
the top of th e "D" of the first "DE", usu ally 
joining both letters. 

Sa Broken lines show boundar ies of the part sheet of 
224 stamps re ferred to in the text. 
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(15 I Sarne (12 
transfers) I (probably) transfers) 

(Presumably) I (Presumably) 
I 

15 I Sarne (12 
transfers I (probably) transfers) 

I (As above) 
I 

15 I Sarne 12 
transfers 

I transfers 

15 I Sarne 12 
transfers I transfers 

I 

I Sarne 
15 

I 
(slightly 12 

transfers irregular) transfers 
I 

15 Sarne 12 
transfers transfers 

(Irregular) 

10 10 8 
transfers transfers transfers 
3. The cen tral ba r of the second " R " of 
"CORREO" consists of two converging 
dashes or two thin bars. 

4. Break in upper lef t co rner of outer 
fram e lines; the vertical l ine bends out­
wards . 

5. Period or stop after second "DE". 
6. No distinguishing marks. 
7. Slight break in octago nal line to lef t 

of left star. 

Fig. 34. Transfer 5 of the 1876 V2 R. showi ng 
peri od aft e r second " DE". 
THE C
8. Irregular colored ma rks near bottom 
of lette rs " U . U." of " E. E. U. U." 

9. Small break in outer right frame line 
opposite "L" of " REAL"; usually small do ts 
in and nea r "O" of "MEDIO". 

IO. Bottom stroke of th e "E" of second 
" DE" extends back beyond normal length , 
almost reaching th e " D ". 

11 . Small whi te fl aw under the first "U" 
of "E. E. U. U." 

12. Break in top frame line nea r upper 
lef t co rn er ; kink in ou ter left frame line just 
below co rner. 

13. Heavy colored blob connects bottom 
st roke of th e "L " of "LOS " with th e " O " 
of th at word. 

q . Small dot on bend of th e top of "D" 
of firs t " DE". 

15. Several irregul ar small blotches of 
color on right half of top ou ter fr ame line. 
OLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. I 



VENEZUELA'S CoNTRASENA OVERPRINTS 
Fig. 33 . The full block of transfers of the 1876 l/z Real , 1st Setting . 
211d Setting ( r877 ) . The sheet is larger 
th an the sheet of the l st setting, being com­
posed of 300 stamps, 20 x 15 . The writer has 
a full sheet, with only five st amps missing. 
(Now mounted in four pieces.) The over­
print is inverted. H e also has a block of 70 
and one of 74, th e two toge th er composing 
the upper half of the full sheet , less six 
stamps. These have norm al overprint. 

The imprints on th e full sheet show that 
it was printed by Felix R asco, at Caracas, 
in 1877. The "Contrasefia" issue of 1876 
should , th erefore, be described correctly as 
that of 1876-77. 
'THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, 
Fig. 35. Enlargement of transfer 11 of the 
V2 R., 1876, showing constant white flaw 
under the first " U" of " E. E. U. U." 
Fig. 37 . Imprints on bottom margin of full sheet of the V2 Real , 2nd Setting, 1877. 
·No. · J 49 



VENEZUELA'S CoNT R ASENA OvERPRINTS 
Fig. 36. Upper left part of sheet of the V2 Real, 1877, 2nd Setting. 
50 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XX.XV, NO. I 



VENEZUELA'S CONTRASENA OVERPRINTS 
The imprint "300 ET•s" is under the 
seventh and eighth stamp in the bottom row, 
and the imprint "Felix Rasco LTO Caracas 
1877" is under th e tenth to fourteenth bot­
tom row st amps (counting from left to 
right). 
These Back Issues are availabl
From 1926 to 1930 
From 1931 to 1940 
From 1941 to date 

Vol. v ( 1926 ) July, Oct. V
Vol. VIII ( 1929 ) Apr., Oct. V
Vol. x ( 1931 ) Jan., Apr., Oct. V
Vol. XI ( 1932 ) Oct. 
Vol. XII ( 1933 ) All issues V
Vol. XIII ( 1934 ) Apr. , Jly., Oct. 
Vol. XIV ( 1935 ) All issues V
Vol. xv ( 1936 ) All issues V
Vol. XVI ( 1937 ) All issues V
Vol. XVII ( 1938 ) April , July, Oct. V
Vol. XVIII ( 1939 ) All issues V
Vol. XIX ( 1940 ) Jan ., Apr., July 

Vol. XXIX to date ( 1950-

'THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, N
The shee t of th e st amps themselves appears· 
to be m ade up of seven blocks of 20 trans­
fers, 4 x 5, plus irregular blocks or strips 
made up of some of the same transfe rs, as 
shown in the di agram, viz.: 
Regul ar block 
of 20 t r ansfers Same I rregular 

Regul ar b lock 
of 20 transfers 

I rregular 

Regular block 
of 20 t r ansf er s 

I rregular 

Same 

Regul ar block 
of 20 t r ansfer s 

Irr egular 

Irr egular 

I rregular 

I rregular 

Regular block 
of 20 transfers 

I rregul ar 
Of th e 20 transfers used for these stamps, 
12 a re th e same as those of the first setting ; 
5 a re new, and 3 appear to have no dis­
tinguishing marks. 

The irregular blocks o r portions were 
made up of strips of five transfers, as in the 
regula r blocks, wi th some excep tions, but th e 
grouping of th e strips varied. Thus in th e 
lower right hand portion the strip composed 
of tr ansfers 6 to IO was used twice-i. e., 
for both th e top and bottom rows of the 
block-with tr ansfers 1 l to 15 as the second 
row and transfers 16 to 20 as the third. In 
th e upper right h and block of transfe rs the 
strip of transfer s 1-5 was apparently sub­
stituted for the bottom strip ( 16 to 20). 
(To be Concluded) 
e at the followin g prices : 
$2.50 per copy 

2 .00 per copy 
1 .25 per copy 

ol. xx ( 1941 ) All issues 
ol. XXI ( 1942 ) All issues 
ol. XXll ( 1943 ) Jan. I, II ; Apr. I, 

II ; Jly.; Oct. I, II 
ol. XXlll ( 1944 ) Jan. I, II ; Jly.: 

Oct. I, II . 
ol . XXIV ( 1945 ) All issues 
ol. xxv ( 1946 ) All issues 
ol . XXVI ( 1947 ) All issues 
ol. XXVll ( 1948 ) All issues 
ol. XXVlll ( 1949 ) Jan. , Apr., Jly. 

55 ) All Six Issues 

O. I 51 



u. S. POSTMASTERS PROVISIONALS 

The Sale of The Caspary Coll ect ion 
The first of the stamp collections formed 
by the late Alfred H. Caspary was the most 
valuable lot of stamps offered for sale in a 
single auction sess ion .* There were only I 53 
lots in the entire sale. Of great significance 
to every stamp collector was the fact that so 
m any rare stamps of similar character could 
be sold at one time and find a ready market 
at top prices. All of the stamps in this sale 
were the United States Postmasters Pro­
visionals, Scott Nos. IXI thru 12XU1. 

Alfred H. Caspary t not only was a fore­
most student and expert in the early 19th 
century issues, but he was also a discrimi­
nating collector. For approximately 50 years 
he bought only stamps of the highest quality. 
Since he was extremely wealthy during most 
of this t ime, he was in a position to pay what­
ever he thought a stamp was worth. When 
he wanted a particul ar item he seldom would 
let anyone else outbid him. His collection of 
U. S. Postmasters Provisionals was not only 
the finest in existence, but qualitywise it was 
superior to that held by any other collector. 
The availability of this entire section of his 
collection on November 15, 1955 may mark 
the last time th a t such a galaxy of early U. S. 
stamps belonging to one collector will be off­
ered for sale. So perhaps, never again will 
so many desirable and rare stamps be made 
available in a single auct ion sale. 

The Alexandria, Va. stamp , Scott i! 1X1, 
the lot first offered, is one of three known of 
thi s variety in type I described as the finest. 
Against the catalogue value of $6000 it was 

*Although it is known that reports of this sa le have 
been wide ly publicized , it ha s been recommended that 
a report be printed in a magaz ine of record 1 ike T H E 

COLLEc·roR S CLUB p HIL.'\.TELIST. 

t For an inti mate description of A. H. Caspa ry as a 
philatelist, see THE COLLECTO RS CLUB PHILATELIST, 

Vo_l._J4 ( 19·- ) , p. 58. 
52 THE CO
sold for $3900. Lot ii 2 was th e same stamp, 
type II , of which only three cop ies are known 
to exis t . This copy was tied to cover and 
$7400 was paid for it. Lot J; 3, th e same 
stamp, but uncancelled on cover, was sold 
for $g250. Lot 1'4 is the Alexandria stamp 
on blue paper. It is called the " Blue Boy" 
of Philately. While not as famous as Gains­
borough 's "B lue Boy", it is just as rare be­
cause no other is known. This item opened 
at $5000. One buyer called out $10,000 and 
that figure was the sum at which it was sold . 

Lot ~ 5, the Annapolis Envelope is one of 
only two known to exist. Although it cata­
logues only $8000, it was finally bought for 
$11 ,ooo. The next eight lots were Ann apolis 
and Baltimore markings, not recognized by 
Scott. Nevertheless they brought several 
hundred dollars each. 

Following them, a corner sheet margin 5c 
Baltimore, Scott # 3X3, which catalogues 
$1000 was bought for $I900. Another copy 
with only one sheet margin, but otherwise 
equally fine, sold for $I400. A pair of this 
same stamp on cover brought $3800. Next 
the lOc Baltimore, a sheet margin copy, sold 
for $gooo. Another cover bear ing the same 
stamp but not quite so fine was bought for 
$7000. The 5c B altimore on bluish paper, a 
superb copy, w hich catalogues $I200, was 
bought for $1700. 

The lOC Baltimore on bluish paper, beau­
tifully tied to a small neat cover created a 
sensation. (During the depression in I934 
when this item catalogued in Scott's at only 
$7000, Mr. Caspary had paid $10,500 for it 
in the Hind auction sale. It was the high­
est price realized for any stamp when the 
Hind collection was sold at auction. Mr. 
Caspary probably recognized it as his best 
U. S. piece .. ) The bid opened at $5000 and 
immediately. jumped to $10,000. . Someone 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST~ _V?L· XXXV, NO. I 



SA LE O F CA S PA RY ' S POSTMAST E R PRO V ISIO NAL S 
called out $11 ,000, anoth er bid $ 12,000, an­
other bid der $ 13,000, and fi nally th e gavel 
closed th is spir ited bidding at $14,000. Only 
one other copy is known but the Caspary one 
is by fa r th e fin er. 

The B altimore envelope stamps sold well. 
The best 5c on buff copy went for $800. 
There were only two roe Baltimore envel­
opes and th ey brought $5 IOO. $2600 was paid 
fo r a superb 5c Brattleboro against a cata­
logue value of $2250. The only cover known 
wi th two copies went fo r $3600. The L ock­
port st amp, of th e grea tes t r a r ity since no 
oth er is kn own, brought $5500. The sale of 
th is st amp caused quite some excitement in 
the Buffalo, N . Y. newspapers, because L ock­
port is just a few miles from Buffalo. The 
M illbury, Mass. P ostmaster is a very w ell­
known stamp. The one in the C aspary col­
lection is probably th e fine st used copy 
known. A few yea rs ago, a cover bearing this 
item from th e Admiral H arr is collection w as 
bought for $2200. Then in December 1954 
a copy on cover in about simil ar condition, 
brought $4200 in th e sale of the W aterhouse 
collection in L ond on. Although Americans 
we re th ere bidding on it , an Austr ali an col­
lector , acting through his attorney in L ondon, 
took it away from th em. A simil ar match 
ensued at th e Caspa ry sale. One bidder 
dropped out at $gooo and this wonderful item 
was knocked down at $g250 (catalogue value 
$6000). 

The 5c red New H aven, w hich is believed 
to be uniqu e although not priced by Scott, 
went for $1250. $5 100 was paid fo r th e 5c 
blue New H aven. 

Mr. Caspary had an excep tional holding of 
5c New York's. T hu s his st amps set new 
record prices. A pair of th e 5c New Yo rk 's, 
cataloguing $400, was bought for $ 1200. 
Need less to say, th is pair was exceptional, 
th e deep black color, so it brought three times 
catalog, af ter ve ry compe tit ive bidd ing. This 
st amp on ord in a ry cove r catalogues only 
$80 but a copy wi th wide m argins sold fo r 
$320 fo r such an item. 

A pair of th e 5c New Y ork 's on blue pa­
per catalogues approximately $100. L ot 87 
had such a pair w ith a slight crease and it 
sold for $520. However , lot 86 was a s1m1-
T lJil\ 1 COI,-LECTOJl.S CLUB PHILATELl,ST, VOL. XXXV, N
la r pair , but in superb condition, $2600 was 
paid. This is clea r evidence th a t condition is 
th e all important fac tor. · A cove r bearing a 
supe rb New Y ork signed "R . H . M." th e 
initi als of th e P ostm aster , was bought fo r 
$1400; $37 5 for a copy on gray paper which 
catalogues $7 5. A copy wi th an Alb any, 

. Y . cancell ation brought $ 1400. 

There were many unused rem ainders of the 
P rovidence, R. I. P ostm as ter st amps but it 
appears th at very few of the 5c and possibly 
none of th e roe st amps w ere used on envel­
opes. In thi s sale an unused 5c one brought 
only $40; but a superb copy of the same 
stamp used on cover w as bought for $1700. 
$11 00 and $g25 respectively w ere paid for 
singles, and $2700 for a severed pair. 

P erh aps Mr. C aspa ry's favorite Post­
master st amps w ere th e St. Louis " Bears" . 
F or nearly half a century he had bought the 
best materi al th a t came on the market. $2300 
w as paid for a 5c greenish copy w hich was 
uncancelled, although on cover; $ 1900 for a 
cancelled copy (catalogue value $600). A 
superb co rner sheet margin pair of the same 
item went fo r $2700. A superb roe green­
ish w as bought for $ 11 50. $goo, $ 1500 and 
$3 roo respectively was paid for a single, a 
pa ir and a strip of three of th e same item. 
Th en $2500 fo r four singles of this stamp on 
cover. 

The second printing of th e St. L ouis comes 
on gr ay lilac paper. A pair of th e roe, a 
complete reconstructed pl ate of six, plus two 
cove rs we re offered in seven lots and all of 
th em we re bought by th e same buyer for a 
total of $ 18,270. The St. L ouis on pelure 
pape r is a r are stamp. A single 5c went fo r 
$2200 and two copies on cover, not quite so 
fi ne, was bought for $1600. A simil ar cove r , 
but bearing two supe rb copies was bought 
fo r $4200. M r. Caspary had three of the 
roe on pelure paper. A 3c Tuscu mbia, cata­
loguing $600, bro ught $ 1600 and th e las t lot 
in th e sale, a similar item, over w hich a 3c 
U . S. r857 adh es ive was affixed, brought 
$150. 

T he ent ire sale realized $225,330.00, said 

to be th e l argest ever reaJ.ized in a sipgle 

st amp auction sale. 
O. ~ 53 . 



SANABRIA 
for the air stamps 

of the world: 

*EARLY 

*RECENT AND 

* THOSE TO C OME 

Al so 

* NE"W ISSUES OF 'l'HI~ 

BRITISH C OltllUO N "\VEALTH 

Fre e bookle t 

NICOLA§ SANABRIA CO., INC. 
A .. 1Ued1t"·ur, Pres. 

521 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N . Y. 
LI. 5. PRICE LIST 
OUR 68 PACE ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST 

Free On Request 
INCLUDES: 

Confederate Issues 
U. S. Possessions 
Canada 
Newfoundland 
Separate Listing of U. S. Plate 

Number Blocks 

Your Want Lists of U. S. Stamps and Covers 
Will Be Apprec iated. 

JOHN A. FOX 
173 Tulip Avenue, Floral Park, N. Y. 
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THE DR. W. I. MITCHELL COLLECTION OF WORLD POSTAL STATIONERY 
We take pleasure in announcing that we will now offer this outstanding collection, 

in individual country groups by private treaty. The British Colonials, United 

States & Possessions have already been sold, but the balance of the world is available. 

This collection, 95 % complete by Ascher, plus many unlisted and issues beyond the 

catalogue, is probably one of the finest collections of Postal Stationery ever assem­

bled. Dr. Mitchell always included sub-varieties, shades, interesting cancellations, 

etc., to make any one country a specialized collection in itself. 

If you are a specialist, this is an opportunity which may not occur again for a 

long time, to add a practically complete specialized collection of stationery from 

your favorite country. 

Inquiries invited from interested collectors, and we will give a brief description of 

countries required, with the net price. 

HIGGIN§ & GAGE, Inc. 
23 No. Santa Anita, Pasadena 8, California 
You can't collect U. S. intel­

ligently, or buy wisely, 

without this book I 

Scott's 1956 

UNITED ST ATES 

SPECIALIZED 

Catalogue 
34th edition, 579 pages. 

Only $3.50 
Please order from your dealer. 

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS~ In~. 

461 Eighth Avenue New York 1, N. Y. 

I f ordering from publisher, add postage. 
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PERKINS, BACON RECORDS 
Extracted , with a Commentary, by the late 

PERCY DE WORMS, F. R. P. S. L. 

In two volumes, bound in full buckram 

Price £6:6:0 or $18.00 plus $1 postage. 

" From now onwards, anyone attempting a thorough study on a mono­

graph on any stamp included within these records , simply will not have 

ever approached the subject unless he uses the information herein ' 

given." (Collectors Club Philatel ist) 

• 
Orders with remittances either by personal check or International Money 

Order, includ ing postage, should be sent to 

THE SECRETARY, ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LONDON 

41 DEVONSHIRE PLACE, LONDON, W . I , ENCLAND 
Juliard 
BUYS STAMPS 

FOR HIS : 

A) MAIL SALES 

8) APPROVALS 

C ) " JULIARD'S 

CLASSICS" 

.JULIARD 
Narberth, Pa. 
VII T1iJE · C_OI
At Your Service 
For All 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
PHILATELIC 
COMMERCIAL 
INTERIORS 

PORTRAITS or 
CANDIDS 

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE 
(Photographer for the 

Collectors Club Philatelist.) 

832 Eighth Avenue 
New York 19, N. Y. 
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COVERS OF THE WORLD 
BOLIVIA-1878, the fancy lOc Antofagasta provisional handstamp in blue on en velope to Valparaiso $ 15.00 

BR. SOLOMON ISLANDS- Sept. 24, 1906 pre-stamp, neat black frank , "BRITISH SOLOMON 
ISLANDS PAID" .... .................................................................... .. ............................................... ........................ 25.00 

ECUADOR- le rose 1896, No. 63, on small neat unsealed cover Guayaquil- USA, Jan. 1897 ............ 7.50 

- lOc 1 96 OFFICIAL nicely tied , Quito-San Remo, Italy, official seal on rever se ............................ 15.00 

- 20c Rocafuerte TELEGRAPH with "1897 1898" overprint used alone tied by oval "BABAHOYO 
FRANCA" to neat REGISTERED cover to NYC? Aug. 9, 1897 . Lovely ...... ............... ........................ 25.00 

- 1909 REGISTERED cover, Guayaquil- USA, unusual blue oval backstamp, " JOHN SCHATZEN-
BECHER, NEW YORK--May 20 North- N. Y. & Canal Zone No. l" ................................................ 8.50 

GREAT BRITAIN- 2d blue No. 2. s trip 4 & pair originally j oined on small neat fold ed letter 
to USA. Nice red London and NY ship postmarkings tying stamps ................................ ........ 100.00 

GUATEMALA- No. 22a, 2c INVERTED CENTER, tied to small cover J a lapa- G. C. June 22, 
1885 ·········· ···· ···························· ··········································································· ······· ····· ············································· 150.00 

HONDURAS- Comayagua straight-line black plus r ed " 2" o n neat pinkish pre-stamp folded cover 20.00 

NICARAGUA- pre-stamp MASAYA folded cover, boxed MASAYA pm, about 1820, nice ......... 40.00 

- No. 374 strip of 3 tied to neat provis iona l s tpd envelope, Rivas- USA, June 26, 1919 ........ 10.00 

USA-3c 1857 grid cancel manuscript pm, Bris tolville, Ohio all-over PHONOGRAPHY Design ........ 12.50 

- 3c PINK, No. 64 , ho riz. pair, black grid, tied by m s pm "ONEIDA CASTLE NY" scarce item 90.00 

- 5c rose ERROR, No. 499h, tied Salem Ore. Sept. 12, 1917 ..... 52.00 

VENEZUELA- Pre-stamp combination with Trinidad No. 7, Rio Caribe-La Guayra, N ov. 20 , 1854, 
backstamps of Trinidad & St. Thomas, nice combination ................ ...... ................. ................................. 35.00 

Many oth er covers in s tock. On h a nd is a beautiful collection of Cen tral A m erica pre-stamp , 
price $2,75 0. Deta ils on r equ est. 

RICHARD N. CONE 
606 WEST LIBERTY STREET VERMILION, OHIO, U. S. A. 
Stamps ior Sale 91 91 91 
WE CAN BE OF SERVICE TO YOU ! ! 

For more t han a quarter of a Century, COLLECTORS, DEALERS, TRUST COMPANIES 
and EXECUTORS OF EST ATES have consulted us r ega rding the conversion of Philatelic 
Properties into CASH. 

IF YOU WANT TO SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION • 
we can offer ea rly dates an d attractive term s. Expert supervision of all material by an 
experien ced Philatelic A uction eer. Liberal advan ces pending sale. Compreh en sive insurance 
and Holmes E lectric Protection safeguards you r property while in our possession. Our Catalog 
distribution is world-wide. 

OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE 
successful1y places Collections, Stocks and Rarities wher e this method is p r eferred. 

IMMEDIATE CASH IS WAITING 

! 
i 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

for the outright purchase of suitable material regardless of amount . I 
Our Advice, Backed by 30 Years Experience in the St amp T rade , is at Your Disposal !J 

Information Cheerfully Given -
,-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-·~~--. 

IIl\VIN HEllUAN, INC. 

Serving American Philately Since 1926 

2 WEST 46th STREET NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

Iloon1 ':OS A~ Tel. : JI."' !!-!?:193 

I 
'--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-· 
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• STILL THE ONLY 
Exclusive 

U. S. A. SPECIALISTS 
IN BRITAIN 

We Carry a MAGNIFICENT 
STOCK of Fine 19th Century U. S. 

Our Money Saving ILLUS­
TRATED PRICE LIST for issues 
1845- 1930 (Scott #, prices in 
$'s ) FREE against Sc stamp. 

Specialties: Classic U. S. Stamps 
& Covers, 19th Century Fancy & 
New York Forei gn Mail Cancels. 

All Want Lists Appreciated. 

The Westminster Stamp Co. Ltd. 
(0 . BACH ER, D.PH., Col. Club N. York, 

A. S. D. A., B. P.A., A. P. S.) 
THE USA SPECI ALISTS IN BR ITAI N 

REGENCY HOUSE, WARWICK ST., 
LONDON, W. 1, GREAT BRITA IN 
ax THE CO
I ERRORS, VARIETIES 

and AIRMAILS 
• For 30 years we have been specializing in all 

unusual items; Errors , V a rieties, etc., regardless 
as to whether they are or are not listed. 
N ow w e h ave on h and a very large selection of 
Airma ils, Rotary, U. P. U., U . N., In verted Cen ­
ters, Sports, Topicals, Miniatu re Sheets, De L u xe 
Sheets, Proofs, Die Proofs, etc., etc. 
We h ave oddities and u n usu al items from m a n y 
differen t countries, a s :-

Albania, Abyssinia, Belgium, Brazil. Canary 
Is la nds, Colombia, Congo, Croatia , Czech oslo­
vak ia, Danzig, Ecuador, Far East, France & 
Colonies. Greece, Georg ia , H onduras, Icela nd, 
Ifni. Iran , Italy & Colonies, Latvia. Liberia, 
Lithua nia . Monaco, Nicaragua. Paraguay, 
Po land , Rom ania. Russ ia, Saar, Salvador, 
Scadta, Spain & Colonies, Tanger, Tanna Touva, 
Uruguay, V en ezu ela, etc., etc., etc. 

We will g ladly make u p special offers or selections 
on approval. Please write countries, price range 
a nd specia lt ies . (Usual referen ce, please) 
\Ve are a lso buyers of si milar material. Auction 
sales are he ld r egu la rly-over 50.000 lots w er e 
sold in t h e past 5 years. Catalogu e free on 
request. 

• 
S. SEREBRAKIAN 

15 PARK ROW NEW YORK 38, N . Y. 
Boston 
Auction Sales 

OF CHOICE 

United States 

and 

F oreign 
HELD REGULARLY 

Catalogues Free 

Daniel F. I( ell eh er 
7 Water Stree t, Boston 9, Mass. 
L

R. MARESCH & SON 
• Choice Classics of the World for 

Connoisseurs 

• The Largest Stoc k of Fore ign and 
European Stamps in Canada 

• A Fine & Impressive Stock of 
Latin America 

• B. N. A. and British Colon ies 

• Collec tions by Pr ivat e T rea ty 

• Airmails of the World 

• Preph ilateli c Cove rs 

• Ou r Internationa l Co nnections 
enab le us to acqu ire items 
generally unobta inable . 

ll. M ARESCO & SON 
Cable address: Raresta m ps Toronto 

69 Hayter Canada Toronto (2 ), Ont. 
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WE SPECIALIZE IN 

AMC 

I SRA EL 

POLAND 

TRIESTE 

VATICAN CITY 

New Price Lists. Just Out. 
Write for your free copy. 

MANY, MAJ\'¥ MORE I NTER ESTING 
I TEMS I N STOCK. 

WHAT DO YOU NEED ? 

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO. 
116 Nassau Street, New York 3 8 , N. Y. 

ASDA-Collectors Club 

S. L. BAYER, Prop. 
HE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO
BOU ND 

VOLUME Ill 

of our 

MERCURY STAMP JOURNAL 
edited by Edwin Mueller 

available for $5 .00, post free . 

264 pages with index , 

a wealth of information for the 

discriminating collector. 

Last issue 25c, post free , 

older sample issue 1 Oc. 

W rite to 

Room 730 

522 Fifth Ave. 

New York 36, N. Y. 
MAINLY BRITISH COLONIALS 
ADEN, 1937 Scott 1-12 ---------------------···· ··· ·······-$ 38.50 
ANTIGUA, 1932 Scott 67 -76 .......................... $ 31.50 
ASCENSION, 1924 Scott 10-21 ········-········-···--· $ 17 .00 
CAN ADA, 1897 Scott 61-65 ··············-·-··-·· ····-·$157 .50 
CAN ADA, 1898 Scott 85a ············ ···· --·-·-·····-····$ 37 .50 
CAYMAN, 1932 Scott 69-80 ................... ...... ... $ 45.00 
CYPRUS, 1923 Scott 87 ············-·-·····-···············$ 18.50 
CYPRUS, 1923 Scott 88 used .. ........................ $ 55.00 
CYPRUS, 1928 Scott 109 ----···· ······ ······ ····---····· $ 97 .50 
CYPRUS, 1928 Scott 114-123 ·-········ ·············-·-$ 24.00 
FALKLAND, 1928 Scott 52 ·---··············· ········· $ 70.00 
FALKLAND. 1933 Scott 65-76 ············--···· ····--$150.00 
GIBRALTAR, 1903 Scott 47 ············--······ -·-····- $ 50.00 
GIBRALTAR, 1904 Scott 64 ····--··········-·-······· ··$ 48.00 
GIBRALTAR, 1911 Scott 63 ........... ................. $ 31.00 
GIBRALTAR, 1921 Scott 90 ··············-··-······--$ 25.00 
GIBRALTAR, 1925 Scott 93 ............................ $ 85.00 
IRAQ, 1931 Scott 27 ....................... ........ ... ........ $ 38.50 
LAGOS, 1904 Scott 49 ····--························-·--···- $ 50.00 
LEEWARD. 1897 Scott 16 ............ .................. $ 57.50 
MALTA, 1919 Scott 65 ........................... ... ...... $ 95.00 

1 MONTSERRAT, 1932 Scott 75-84 ··········----···-$ 40.00 
NATAL, 1908 Scott 117 ········-·········--·· ··········----$ 32.50 
NEW GU I NEA, 1935 Scott C44 -45 ................ $ 80.00 
NEW ZEALAND, 1906 Scott 122-5 .............. $ 10.00 
NEW ZEALAND, 1925 Scott 179-181 .......... $ 2.75 
ST. HELENA , 1922 Scott 94 ······---------- ··· ······· $ 60.00 
ST. HELENA, 1922 Scott 99 ·-····------ ······· ·······$ 12.50 
ST. HELENA, 1934 Scott 101-110 ................ $ 33.00 
ST. LUCIA, 1883 Scott 34 ----···· ····· ·················$ 30.00 
ST. LUCIA, 18 3 Scott 36 ····-···· ······· ··----·-······$ 37.50 

British Colonials welcomed. Mint or Used . 

BRIDGER & KAY Ltd. 
86 STRAND, LONDON, W. C. 2. 

Established 1897. 
SPECIALIZING IN 

AUCTION SALES 
of ~boi~e 

UNITED STATES 

Stamps and Covers 

Jf-uction sales held reg-ularly 

Catalogues on request 

Bruce G. Daniels 
7 W ater Street Boston 9 , Mass. 
. I x 



Many Fine 
Properties 

have been offered for sale under 
the hammer at 50 Pall Mall dur­
ing the first few months of the 
1955-56 season including the 
following " named " collections : 

"H. C. V. Adams" 
CHILE, ST. LUCIA, etc. 

"Col. F. M. Bailer" 
CHINA and TIBET 

"]. Beresford" 
QUEENSLAND and VICTORIA 

"W. S. Brocklehurst" 
CREAT BRITAIN and BRITISH EMPIRE 

"Col. Gar R. Crouch" 
GREAT BRITAIN POSTAL HISTORY 

"H. S. Damsell" 
MALTA and GIBRALTAR 

"C. Derek Houston" 
HONG KONG and TREATY PORTS 

"C. W. Meredith" 
CAYMAN ISLANDS and NEW ZEALAND 

Equally outstanding collections will be offe red 
l n the near future, some of especial merit being 

"H. C. V. Adams" 
GREAT BRITAIN LINE-ENGRAVED, etc. 

"Major A. E. Hopkins" and "L . U. G. Tripp" 
HONG KONG and TR EATY PORTS 

"Mrs. E. L. Morgan" 
BOER WAR 

"H. G. Porter" 
NIGERIAS 

"Col. A. E. Stewart" 
IND IA 1854 

!BUY and SELL YOU R STAMPS 
THROUGH 

Robson Lowe Ltd. 
50 PALL MALL 

LONDON, S. W. I 
A ample auction catalogue will be forwarded on 
request if you let us know in which countr ies and 
issues you are interested. 

When replying to this advertisement please 
m ention that you saw it in th e "Co llectors 
C lub Philatelist". 
X I THE COLL
FOR 

e~ 
·gu~ 

WRITE TO: 

DOUGLAS ROTH 
Fairways, Mona Crescent, 

New lands, 

Cape Province, South Africa 
AUCTION SALES 
of Rare and Valuable 

British North 
A111.eri~a 

and other Postage Stamps held 
regularly. 

Illustrated catalogs available a month before 
sale date 

Estate Properties solicited for sale 
at auction or outright purchase. 

J. N. SISSONS LTD. 
59 Wellington W, Toronto, Canada 
Phone Empire 4-6003. Cables: Sislamp, Toronto. 
ECTO RS CLUB PH I LATELIST, VOL. XXXV, N O. I 



Collectors Club Handbooks 
EARLY AMERICAN PERFORATING MACHINES 

AND PERFORATIONS 18.'i7-1867 
By Winthrop S. Boggs 

33 Pa1•1 ••••......... ..... .• 20 Illustrations ............. ....... Price $1.00 

FRENCH MOROCCO 
THE 1943-44 TOUR HASSAN ISSUES 

By Charles Neidorf 
56 Pa1e1 ....... .......... ... 62 Illustrations ... .. .... .... ... .... Price $1.50 

The Posta1• Stamps and Postal History of 

TIBET 
By Harrison D. S. Haverbeck 

61 Pages . .. ..... . .... .. . .... 141 Illustrations ............. ..... .. Price $2.00 

The Postage St1mp1 of 

NEPAL 
By Dawson, Haverbeck and Smythies 

46 Pa1es ............ .. ...... 60 Illustrations ... ....... .......... Price $1.50 

COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 

Cumulative INDEX •1922·19.'il) ....................... ...... Price $1.00 

CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 
THE TWO CENT GREEN STAMP 

By Howard Lehman 
23 Pages .. .... .. .. .. . .. . .... 41 Illustrations .. ... ... .... ........ Price $1.00 

BRAZIL 

Bulls Eye Centennial Issue 1843-1943 .......... .... ... Price $2.00 

GREECE 

(Translation from KOHL'S Handbook) 
Parts I, II and IV Only Price $2.00 Each 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35 St., New York 16, N. Y. 



One Cannot Enlarge Too Much 
on the attractiveness of the many collections that H. R. Harmer, Inc. 
have already offered and will offer during the current Season. 

In the three months past, already a total of 

$434,759.50 
has been obtained and by the end of the Season a new all-time record 
for a Season of around 

$1,500,000 
is expected. Buyers know the advantages of utilizing the H. R. 
Harmer auctions - outstanding stamps, accurate descriptions, and a 
friendly attitude are guaranteed. The potential vendor should 
apprec iate that the vast publicity resulting from the Caspary sales 
will reflect when he sells through H. R. Harmer's. 

We have an attractive booklet, 'Modern Methods of Philatelic 
Auctioneering'', which will be sent gratis on request. 

D. R. DARMER9 lne. 
The World's Leadin9 Stamp Auctioneers 

6 West 48th Street, New York 36, N. Y. 




