


Collections for Sale 

DENMARK, Cancellations 

A most interesting lifetime collection of Numeral Cancellations, 
mainly on the imperforate issues. Some Schleswig-Holstein classics with 
Danish cancels, including covers. About 30 cancels are in the rarity 
class and a large number are truly scarce. Some stampless Fieldpost 
covers of Schleswig-Holstein are very scarce ________ Price $1 ,500 

DUTCH INDIES, Nos. I and 2 

A specialized collection of the I Oc lake issues, including superb 
singles and large multiples (strips of 5 and 7) on covers. One unusual 
cover carries a strip with Timar cancels. Multiples of the perforated 
issue - block of four, etc. - and a rare cover with mixed franking of 
1868 and 1870-88 issues (IOc #2 and SOc carmine #15). A fascinating 
and valuable collection ----- --- ------ ---- ------------------------------------ Price $2.750 

EUROPA 

A comprehensive specialized topical collection covering Europa 
issues of 1950-63, with all related issues. Singles, sets, blocks, corner 
blocks with inscriptions, sheets, FDC's, imperf. varieties , odd cancels, 
unlisted items. Extremely fine condition throughout __ ______ Price $3,300 

BRITISH COMMONWEALTH 

An attractive, clean and neatly mounted collection in three albums, 
cataloguing about $17,600. Mostly unused. A good range of desirable 
sets through the pound values ------- -- ------------------------------------ --- Price $6,000 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
589 Fifth Ave, (at 48th St.) , New York, N . Y. 10017 

International Auctioneers of Fine Stamps 

The Collectors Club Phila.tellst Is published bl-monthly (.Ja.n., Ma.r., Ma.y, J u ly, Sept., Nov .) by the Collec­
tors Club, Inc., 22 Ea.st 36 Street, New York, N. Y. 10016. Annua.l Subscription Ra.tes: - $10.00; $7.50 for non­
profit institutions. Free to a.II members. Indlvldua.l copies - $2.0IO ea.. 

C The Collectors Club, Inc., 1967 
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Roger G. Weill • Raymond H. Weill 

RAYMOND H. WEILL CO. 
407 Royal St., New Orleans, La . 70130 
Telephone 522-7373-Area Code 504 
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AUCTION SALE in ZURICH 

9 · 14 October, 1967 

Break-up of important specialized collections such as: Old German 

States and German Colonies, Old Italian States, Switzerland, Liechten­

stein (all from well-known collectors) . Further general collections with 

exclusive classic as well as modern material - including airmail rarities 

of the world. Rich illustrated catalogue containing over 7000 lots and 

120 fotoplates (twelve in original color-reproductions) can be ordered 

now - free of charge. 

CORINPHILA ZURICH 
(Bahnhofstrasse 102) 

Switzerland 
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IF YOU HAVE ST AMPS TO SELL 
You should know what people have to say 

about H. E. HARRIS & CO. 

A retired dealer- collector from Miami, Florida says: 

• • • 

"No dealer could have given me more, nor paid me so promptly." 

t'RllDl>RIC.:IK ft. . ~t;Wl\lft.N 
""" 802 <'II••'• l'h•r•<I• oa 1 :m 

Mr· R. E. Harris 
E Harris & Co• 

R. to.n Ma.SS· 02117 
BOS ' 

near Mr· Harris, 
en liquidating my 

AB you knOW'' I have ~~e -pa.st several years' 
telic holdings over r -payment of 

phila t to acknowledge you 1 ....,...rtion 

Frederick A. Newman 

and I now wan last and fina ,,... 

$26 930.00 covering the d accUIJllllation of stamp5· 
' '-~ge collection an 

of my~ re 
t I have been mo 

I want you to knOW ~~saction I have ever 
than pleased vith ~ve~een a collector for ~re 
had vi th you. Rad r;: dealer for part oi: t~hen 
than 50 years, an have special meaning 

perhap6 i t may given me more 
time' that NO deal.er coul.d have have always done. 
I say d me so promptly as you 
nor -pe.i than to 

ot say more 
In appreciation, I cam; my heart· Shoo.ld 

ha.Dk you from the bottOll o as a reference, 
t ever vish to use my name 
you f 1 free to do f?O· 
pl.ease ee 

FOR YOUR OWN PROTECTION 
To replenish our extensive retail stocks we arc constantly buying 
- at generous prices - collections and accumulations made by 
stamp collectors provided they are worth $100 or more . ... Our 
free appraisals, good prices, and prompt payments - with no 
haggling or delays - have made us innumerable friends among 
collectors with stamps to sell .. .. Send only 2Sc for this booklet 
of valuable information, "If You Have Stamps to Sell," and read 
it for your own protection before disposing of your collection. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. BOSTON, MASS. 02117 
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SELLING THROUGH EDGAR MOHRMANN 
MEANS TO HOLD THE WHOLE WORLD 

IN YOUR HANDS 

We have 

We have 

We have 

We are 

the most important and potent clients of considerable 
means of any place of the world 

for each auction a DE LU XE CATALOGUE, in an e nor­
mous circulation 

an expe rie nced st aff 

since nearly 50 years well-known all over the world 

Si nce generations, tho usands and thousands of clients have taken ad­
vantage of our con nections by selli ng through us at highest prices. 

WE ARE THE RIGHT PARTNER, WHEN PHILATELY IS CONCERNED 

EDGAR MOHRMANN 
. in high est esteem a ll over t h e world 

Speersort 6, 

HAMBURG 1 / Germany 
Cabl es: EDMOR O 

& co. 

Entries for our International Posta ge Stamp Auctions are possible at any time. For 
any item we have - somewhere - the right client looking for this lot. 

We are since decades well-known for sellin g collections at top prices- either en 
bloc or broken up. 
Our worldwide connections have always been of advantage to our clients. Big items 
and rarities belong in experienced hands. 
Advance payment for material accepted for auction possible up to any amount in 
proportion to value. 
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Revised and Expanded 1967 Edition 

MIN KUS 

MASTER 

GLOBAL 

STAMP 

ALBUM 
Summertime is the perfect time to work o n your collection, a nd the perfect al b um to use is the 
revi se d and enlarged edition o f our internationally famous Ma ster Glo bal Stamp Album. With 
spaces for over 65,000 stamps (including 1966 supplement) it is the biggest and most up-to- date 
world-wide album in one volume. Alb um features a complete U.S. section , except for rar itiies and 
certain elusive is sues, an d a comprehensive coverage of over 400 countries . It has more than 55,000 
clear il lustrations for easy stamp identification, plus a collector's guide, stamp ident ifiers, world 
maps in colo r, and many other collector's aids . 1,680 pages . Annual supplements available .... $1 9.95 
Extra Binder _ ... ... .......... ........................... $5.00 Slip Case _____ ................. . $4.00 

Subscribe to the exciting 

MIN KUS STAMP JOURNAL 
a quarterly publication 

Each vividly ill ustrated issue brings you fascinating stories about stamps, World-Wide New Issue 
News , Stamp Programs for the U. S., U. N., a nd Canada, Topical Listings, a nd many othe r features 
to keep you a brea st of the world of stamps. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

$2 per year (4 issues) $5 fo r three years ( 12 issues) - $3 per year outside U.S. A. 

Avail able at the Stamp and Coin Departments of these fine stores : 

ATLANTA, GA.- R ich 's 
BALTIMORE, MD.-Hutzler's 
BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF.-J . W. R ob i nson 
BOSTON , MASS.-J ordan M arsh 
BUFFALO, N . Y.-Adam, Meld rum &. Ander -

son Co. 
CHEVY CHASE, MD.- Woodward &. Lothrop 
CHICAGO, ILL.- Marshall Field&. Co. 
CINCINNATI , OHIO-Pogue's 
CLEVELAND, OHIO- The Higbee Co. 
COLUMBUS, OHIO-Lazar us 
DALLAS, TEXAS-Sanger- H arris 
DENVER, COLO.-M ay - D &. F Co. 
DETROIT, MICH .-J . L. Hudson Compa n y 
GARDEN CITY, N.Y.-Gim bels Roosevelt Fld . 
HARTFORD, CONN.- G . Fox 
HOUSTON , TEX.-Foley's 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND.-L. S. Ayres &. Co. 
LOS ANGELES, CALIF.-J. W . Robinson 
MILWAUKEE, WISC.-Gimbels 

NEW ORLEANS, LA.-Maison Blanche 
NEW YORK, N. Y .-Gim bels 
OMAHA, N EB .-Brandeis 
PANORAMA CITY, CAL.-J , W. Robinson 
PARAMUS, N . J.-Gimbels 
PASADENA, CALIF.-J . W . Robinson 
PH I LA DELPH IA, PA.-Gimbels 
PITTSBURGH, PA.-Kaufm a nn 's 
PORTLAND, ORE.-Meier &. Fra nk 
RICHMOND, VA.- Th a lhimer's 
SAN ANTONIO, TEX.-Joske's of Texas 
SAN DIEGO, CALIF.-May Co. 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF .-The Emporium 
SEATTLE, WASH.-The Bon Marche 
SKOKIE, I LL.-M arshal l F ield &. Co. 
ST. LOUIS, MO.- Famous Barr 
VALLEY STREAM, N . Y.-Gimbels 
WASHINGTON, D . C.-Woodward &. Lothrop 
WESTCHESTER, N. Y.-Gimbels 
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THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION , INC. 

Considers one of its most important functions 

the improvement of relations between Collectors 

and Dealers ... Our more than 1,200 Members 

are pledged to serve you well. 

We urge you to purchase your stamps from 

dealers displaying the A. S. D. A. Symbol. 

We firmly believe that the lVIembers of the 

Collectors Club and The American Stamp Deal­

ers' Association are engaged in a joint enterprise 

- the Improvement of Philately. 

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

116 Nassau Street A New York 38, N. Y. 
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BY APPOINT i\CENT 
T O H E R i\CAJ EST Y 

QUEEN E L I ZA B E TH II 
STANLEY G I BBONS LTD. 
PHILAT ELIST S , LONDON 

A really first-class collection takes a lot of 

time, dedication and interest to compile, so 
when you sell it you will be looking for a ser­

vice to match. 

Welcome to The Stanley Gibbons Group ! 

H o wev er yo u decide to sell th ro ug h th e 
S tan ley Gibbons Group, yo u w ill find inter­
es t a nd ded ica tio n a n in t egral pa rt of th e 
ser vice. Th e o nl y effort w e didn ' t ma ke is 
to ta ke time; because yo u w ill w a nt a 
speedy re turn fo r your s ta mps. 

Auctions. T he hig hes t b ids a re assured be­
cause a ll o ur a uc tions a re internat io na ll y 
adve rti sed an d backed up by compreh ensive 
press cove rage . O ur Drury H o use auctio n 
roo m is th e mos t modern in Lo ndo n, with 
unique projec tio n faciliti es fo r you r f ines t 
s ta mp s, r ig ht in th e ce ntre of wo rld phila­
tely. 

Direct Transaction. A q ualif ied team of buy­
er s i a lways availabl e to h elp and advise 
you a bout selling, ensuring you th e top 
prices. 

Contact Barry Peachey at 

391 Strand, London, W.C. 2, Eng land. 
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1,-"" "fl A:\_ 1 ~~~~~ "v'<'• 

. 1lldl·~ if:11q~1·\,-·(l-'l)~'.~ 
' A ,• ,,,,. 

This is a typica l photogra phic plate from one of our catalogues ( there a re nine plates, 60 pages 
and 1,500 lots in every issue). It illustr a tes the type of m ater ia l which appears in o u r Postal 
H istory Auctions. Sales are held monthly - the next t a kes place 18th August , 1967. A specimen 
copy of the cat a logue is yours for the asking, fre e and post free (70c by airmai l t o a b road). 

RIGBY POSTAL HISTORY AUCTIONS LIMITED 

31 RICHMOND HILL, BOURNEMOUTH, ENGLAND. 

1'/i e Largt·st Postal Il is t ory-only .duetioneers in the ll"orlll. 
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THE TWO OF US 

Robert A. Siegel, 
Inc. 

The House of Cla ss ics Main­

tai ns for private sale one of 

the most comprehensive and 

diversified stocks of United 

States Stamps and Covers in 

the World . 

W e are always interested in 

outright cash purchase of 

Fine Ph ilatelic Properties to 

any Amo unt. 

Robert A. Siegel 
Auction Galleries, Inc. 

O ver $2, I 00.000.00 sold in 

o ur Auctions th e first six 

months of 1967. The Largest 

Gross Sale of any Auction 

H ouse in the W orld this 

season. 

Catalogs are available fo r 

future Sales upon request . 

HO W CA N WE BE OF SER VICE TO YOU? 

I 0 East 52nd Street New York, N. Y. I 0022 

Telephone {212) PL 3-6422 
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~~~PHILATELIC HANDBOOKS~~=: 
Published Under The Auspices Of The 

Theodore E. Steinway Memorial Publication Fund 

No. 1 UNITED STATE.5. 24c Affi MAIL INVERTED CENTER OF 1918 
By Henry M. Goodkind 32 pages . . . 9 Illus .... $1.00 

No. 2 CORRIENTE.5. THE ISSUE.5 FROM 1856·80 
By Louis Stich 84 pages ... 20 Illus. • . . $2.00 

No. 3 VENEZUELA, THE EARLY STAMPS 
By C. W. Wickersham 168 pages ... 225 Illus .... $3.95 

No. 6 AUSTRIA. HANDBOOK OF PRE.STAMP POSTMARKS 
By Edwin Mueller 200 pages ... 800 Illus .... $12.50 

No. 7 UNITED STATES. THE TEN CENTS STAMPS OF 1855-59 
By Mortimer L. Neinken 252 pages ... 530 Illus ... . $10.00 

$7.50 to C. C. members 

No. 8 ROBERT MORRIS, POSTMASTER OF NEW YORK 
By Winthrop S. Boggs 206 pages ... 24 Plates . .. $25.00 

No. 10 CONFEDERATE STATE.5 OF AMERICA. SPECIAL POSTAL ROUTES 
By Lawrence L. Shenfield 112 pages .•• 88 Illus .. .. $10.00 

$7.50 to C. C. members 

No. 11 FRENCH COLONIES, THE GENERAL ISSUES 
By Robert G. Stone 118 pages ... 82 Illus .... $2.00 

No. 12 CIVIL WAR PRISONS AND THEIR COVERS 
By Earl Antrim 251 pages .•• 176 Illus ..•. $10.00 

$7 .50 to C. C. memben 

No. 13 HONDURAS, THE BLACK AIR MAIL 
By Irving I. Green 32 pages . .. 14 Illus .... $1.00 

No. 14 THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF NEPAL 
By H. D. S. Haverbeck 128 pages ... 59 Illus .... $5.00 

No. 15 THE PONY EXPRESS 
By M. C. Nathan & W. S. Boggs 105 pages ..• 102 Illus ...• $5.00 

No. 16 MANCHOUKUO 
By Helen K. Zirkle 131 pages ... 168 Illus .... $5.00 

No. 17 UNITED STATES. THE 1851-57 TWELVE CENT STAMP 
By Mortimer L. Neinken 74 pages ••. 65 Illus .... $4.00 

No. 18 AFGHANISTAN, ITS 20th CENTURY POSTAL ISSUES 
By Frank E. Patterson III 208 pages ... 225 Illus .... $7.50 

No. 19 UNITED STATES, THE Sc BEACON AIR MAIL STAMP OF 1928 
By Henry M. Goodkind 64 pages ... 90 Illus .... $2.00 

(Handbooks No. 4, TIBET; No. 5, R. F.; and No. 9, C. C . P. CUMULATIVE INDEX are sold out. ) 

~=THE COLLECTORS CLUB===~· 
22 East 35th Street, New York, N. Y. 10016 
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Editorials 

Album Weeds - A Misnomer 
Years ago, a book was written in England titled "Album \¥ ecds." It 

described most of the counterfeits, forgeries and fakes known up to the time of 
publication. In the large field of philatelic li terature, it has become a best-seller. 
l\'Iore important, its title, ''Al burn \V ccds'' has grown to be an accepted and 
widely used philatelic term. Now, forgeries and fakes are popularly referred 
to as "album weeds." 

vVhen the weather gets pleasant in the spring, summer and early autumn, 
many a philatelist steps away from his stamp albums to go out in the sunshine 
to garden. We do. Many a time our hack is stiff and sore from weeding. 
Before one can plant, he has to prepare the flower bed. Early weeding is 
advised. 

One removes the garden 'rneds and throws them awa _,-. New weeds will 
appear later. But once a weed is taken from the soil , it neYCr re-appears; it 
withers, and then dies. 

But what about "album weeds"-the philatelic fake and forgeri es ~ Let us 
take a very general example. 

A collector buys a fake early United States coyer. The stamps never 
"grew' on this cover. Or he bu:vs some stamps \\·ith counterfeit postmarks. A 
high price was paid for such material because of its rclatiYc scarcity. 

The purchaser shows his covers and cancelled stamps to other philatelists, 
who express some doubt about their being genuine. An cxpe1t opinion is sought. 
It confirms that the cancellations and covers are counterfeits. 

Usually, the deceiYed purchaser takes the expert opinion to the dealer from 
whom he secured his material and demands a refund of his money. It is im­
material whether the refunding is done slowly or quickly, and with or without 
long drawn-out arguments. In the end, the purchase price is refunded - or 
the weed has been removed from the garden. 

H ere is the case of wishful thinking. These "album weeds" do not wither 
and die. Instead, they are resold to a new, unsuspecting customer. 

The process is almost endless. If the second purchaser also finds out that 
he has been deceived, he does the same as the first buyer. The stamps and 
covers are returned to the dealer; the money is refunded. 

Eventually, a hermit collector is found. H e buys these "album 'reeds" 
and proudly places them in his album. H e enjoys their possession all alone. 
It is a prime case of "ignorance is bliss." 

Usually, the true nature of these "album weeds" is not learned until the 
collection is offered for sale - generally after the collector's death. EYen these 
specific weeds are not pulled out to wither and die as with garden weeds. 

o, philatelic "album weeds" do not whither and die. They go through a 
continual process of transplanting. vVe think philately can stand some modern 
" weed killers," whereby fake material, after it has been so identified, is perma­
nently removed from the stamp market. 

Great Wealth Is Not The Answer 
This opinion is so prevalent. Perhaps you yourself have said or written 

that "your specialized field of collecting is affording you great pleasure. The 
best thing about it is that you don't need to be a millionaire to enjoy it.'' 

Those saying this are absolutely sincere, although they are mistaken. We 
personally have known wealthy people who collected stamps. But what a bad 
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job thr~- did! These millionaires spent their money unwisely, neYer forming 
a stamp collection that was respected. 

It is fallacious to believe that in order to form a fine stamp collection, you 
have to be rich. H avin g a lot of money to spend for philatelic material helps, 
bu t its possession is no assurance that one will become a good philatelist. 

On the oth er hand, we were acquainted with some very wealthy people, who 
\rere topnotch philatelists. They did a lot more than spend large sums of 
money on stamps. They devoted much time to philately, listened and learned. 
Th r~· wrre keen obseners of the stamp market; they closely watched the results 
of lrading auction sales. They knew condition and how to properly evaluate 
it. They sensed what material ranked high in contrast to stamps and covers 
that always seemed destined to remain a "drug on the market. " 

Ph ilatelic material can be diYided simply into three basic categories -
desirable, aYerage and junk. To be a good stamp collector, which means own­
ing collections that others respect, one concentrates upon buying only the de­
sirable material. Once in a while, average will be bought, but only with the 
firm intention of replacement as soon as the same item in the desirable category 
becomes available. Junk always is bypassed. 

Looking back oyer the past twenty-five years, we are astounded to recall 
the great number of wealthy co1lectors, with whom we had been acquainted, 
who were miserable failures as stamp collectors. They bought mostly junk, in 
spite of the fact that often they have received good advice from both amateur 
and professional philatelists. 

Our thoughts turned to one millionaire collector, who spent practically 
every day in New York City visiting stamp dealers or going to auction sales. 
Also, he would visit or telephone leading amateur philatelists, asking for their 
advice and guidance. How seldom he took this! The "poor" man never could 
comprehend condition. Once he bought a 19th century general collection in 
two albums, although the dealer who had it for sale, cautioned him against 
buying, because too many of the more valuable stamps were either damaged or 
repaired. 

rrhis raises a paradoxical question. Most of these wealthy collectors made 
their money in business by hard work under most severe competitive conditions. 
Their wealth was not inherited nor handed to them. Yet when it came to col­
lecting stamps, they never understood how to properly spend their money. 
W11,Y? No one has ever satisfactorily explained why a shrewd businessman, 
who had the executive ability to earn a great fortune, turned out to spend his 
money foolishly on his hobby of stamp collecting. 

Without question, most stamp collectors are limited in the amount they 
can spend. Since so few of us are millionaires, we, as serious philatelists, think 
that with our understanding of philately, we could be the greatest stamp col­
lector in the world, if we could buy almost everything we wanted. We project 
this onto one who has great funds to spend on philately, falsely concluding 
that he should be the greatest. In actual practice, however, it takes much more 
than a lot of money to become a fine philatelist. 
PHILATELIC BOOKS 

See page 202 in this Number for the complete listing of books that 
are currently available. 
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The Collectors Club Medal 

In one of the very early numbers of 
the COLLEC'l'Otis CLUB PRILATELIS'l' (Vol. III, 
No. 4, October , 1924) there is a Supple­
ment with two Plates showing the obverse 
and reverse side of the Collectors Clitb 
JYI edal, which has been continued to be 
a'rnrded sin ce 1924. 

The sculptor was J.M. Swanson, about 
whom so far we haYe found no information. 

The front of the medal, which is here 
illustrated in its actual size, (in the 1924 
number both illustrations " ·ere twice the 
actual size ) was descr ibed as follows : 

" The six fi gures on the obverse of the 
medal form ing a united group represent 
the Continents an cl Australia. The palm 
of high awarcl r eady to be conferred is in 
the hand of icl ealizrd North America. The 
others, each expecting to be honored also, 
are joined in approval; Africa to the ex­
treme left with Egyptian headdress and 
ornamentation to express her character; 
next Europe bearing the crown of builded 

citi es and the heraldic dcYiccs of State, Church and Nobility; South America 
just to the right of the middle is principally Spanish in character with fringed 
sha'd and wide brimmed hat; Australia in the foreground, young undeveloped 
and clothed only in a sheepskin. At the extreme right Asia is depicted with 
the charm and mystery of the ag·e old Far East. Below the lettering identifies 
the Medal as that of the Collectors Club. The hemispheres are indicative of 
the world wide appeal of philately.'' 

The reverse of the Collectors Clitb JII edal, which is not now illustrated, was 
written up in October, 1924 in the following manner: 

" The plain field of the reverse permits the engraving of the nam e of the 
recipient and some statement relative to the occasion of the mYard. At the top 
on a panel of laurel leaves arc sh ields bearing respectinl .v the " ·inclmill drvicr, 
a part of the Seal of the City of New York, the hom e of the Collectors Club, 
and the eagle representing the United States of America. '' 

In the same number, the following is written on page 167 : " The Collectors 
Club Medal is now ready for distribu tion and the photographs of it " ·hich appear 
in this issue show how well the medalist has worked out the ideas submitted to 
him by Mr. Alfred F. Lichtenstein." 

An adequate supply of the medal is still on hand for future recipients for at 
least ten years. ( II. M. G.) 
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Denmarl~ 

The Copenhagen Foot Post 

March 1, 1806 to April 14, 1849 

By Stig Andersen 

About 1790, the Danish Postal Administration contemplated establishing a 
local delivery post office in Copenhagen like the one already operating in Paris, 
J•'rancc, by the name of "La Petite Poste de Paris". 

A proposal " ·as submitted in 1795 by a man named Seidelin, who suggested 
the organization of postal services to be adm inistered by a number of lottery 
agents. The Postal Administration could not assent to this idea, but instead it 
recommended that Mr. Seidelin be granted the privilege of organizing a local 
deliYery post. Mr. Scidclin was not interested in th is. Since the Postal Ad­
ministration was also not interested in establishing and administering a local 
delivery post office in Copcnhag·en, the matter was dropped. 

It was not until about a decade later - November 5th, 1804 - that the 
proposal for local delivery was made again. A retired customs tax cashier in 
Maribo, Mr. Henrik Erich Riegcls, filed a petition for the privlege of establishing 
a letter-carrying service in Copen hagen. 

On November 14, 1804, at the r equest of The Royal General Post Office, Mr. 
Riegels submitted a plan stating how he intended to run the letter-carrying 
office. On working out this plan, Mr. Riegels doubtless took the foot post office 
in Hamburg, established in 1797, as a model. 

After some correspondence, a written order dated December 20, 1805, Royal 
Ordinance stated that, for the account of the "Mail Box,'' a letter-carrying 
organization was to be operated, provisionally for a period of two years. Mr. 
Riegels was to be appointed the administrator, receiving 75 per cent of the annual 
net profit as his salary - not to exceed 600 rix-dollars annually, however. 
Furthermore, he was permitted to continue receiving his present pension - 200 
rix-dollars annually. 

The Royal Resolution 

The following is an English translation of The Royal Resolution of December 
20, 1805: 

"By Highest Order be it resolved: 
'' 1) That a letter-carrying office for Copenhagen and its suburbs shall be 

established for the account of the Mail Box under the supreme administration 
of the General Post Office and two years shall be et as a trial period for this 
operation. 

"2) That the daily administration of this office shall be entrusted to Mr. 
Riegcls, a retired customs cashier, in case he is willing to underta~e same, to 
which he has now declared his agreement in r eturn for receiving 75 per cent of 
the net annual profit, subject to this income of his not exceeding 600 rix-dollars 
annually, in addition to which he shall keep his present pension. But, on the 
other hand, he must not expect to receive any compensation or pension from the 
Mail Box in case this institution should be abolished later on. 

"3) That for the receipt and carrying of the letters, eight reliable carriers 
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One pag e of th e Lette r of Appo intment, 
dated December 20, 1805. 

shall be engaged. Each of the mail carriers will be assigned his own district, 
according to the plan, made for this purpose by the General Post Office. Each 
will receive an annual salary of 120 rix-dollars as well as a badge to wear on 
his hat and permission to wear a postal uniform. 

"4) For conveyance from this office, no other letters or packets of letters 
shall be accepted except those for which the sender, immediately on delivery to 
the carrier, pays the fixed postage. 

"5) The special and detailed supervision of this office shall be entrusted 
to Mr. Harbou, Director-General of Postal Services. 

"Whereas everything proposed by the General Post Office in regard to this 
office, is most graciously assented to, be it resolved as follows: 

"Mr. Riegels shall give security for 100 rix-dollars, and the weekly delivered, 
approved revenue to the General Mail Box. 

''The carriers shall go out twice every day to receive letters, and just as 
frequently, shall the letters received, be delivered. The postage for Copenhagen 
and Christianhavn is fixed at 2 Danish 'skilling'* for each letter which is 
estimated to weigh less than 2 ' lod '**, but for letters weighing up to approx­
imately 8 ' lod,' at 4 'skilling,' and for packets of letters weighing up to 
approximately 1h lb., at 8 ' skilling.' 

"For the delivery of letters and packets between Copenhagen and the 

*worth about Y, cent U. S. currency in 1806. 
**an obsolete weight unit equal to approximately Y, ounce. 
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The five foot postmarks shown in chronological order of their use from 1806 until 1849, 

suburbs, brice as much shall be payable. P ackets ,,·eighin g more than 1/2 lb. 
cannot be accepted. 

The mailbag should be an·angcd, as far as possible, in such a way 
that the carriers cannot remo,·e the letters after thesr are plaeed in the bag 
by the sender. 

" That each canier shall i·ecei,·e a hell for announcing his p1·esence in the 
street. The carriers sha ll only enter ll1 e gateways in the courtyards and go in 
through the front doOl's of the houses; the~· shall not ascend to the upper floors. 
Other\\·ise, the duties, with which the dail~· administrator and the carriers will 
be charged, shall be stated in the instructions to be issued by the General Post 
Office. 

"Upon the above Highest Order, the General P ost Office request." 
Ymir Royal Mcijesty's 
Most Gracioiis Corroboration. 

The establishment of the new foot post office was announced on February 
24, 1806, in the "Ki~benhavns kongelige Adresse-Contoirs Efterretninger" (The 
Royal Copenhagen Address Office News). 

The First Postmark 

On March 1, 1806, the Copenhagen Foot Post Office was opened to the 
publi c. According to " The Royal Copenhagen Address Office News," 320 
letters were dispatched on the first day and 300 the next day, but " ... as early 
as on the third day, interest seemed to wane as the novelty wore off. '' 

The first foot-postmark (Fig. 1) was a double-ring oval with the letter s 
"FP " in a fancy script tyle in the center. 'l'he General P ost Office applied the 
postmarks without charge. The design of the postma1·k " ·as to prevent re-use . 

. -.I 

/ 
·/ 

"' 
Fig. I. 
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Fig. 1 postmark was in use from March 1, 1806 until March 31, 1809. At first 
for a period of slightly more than two months, only black ink was used. From 
May, 1806, until the middle of 1808, also red ink was used. 

The General Post Office advertised the use of the postmark in ''The Royal 
Copenhagen Address Offiice News,'' May 24, 1806, as follows: 

'' ... in order to prevent disorder and abuse in connection with the con­
veyance of letters and packets by the footpost, the General Post Office has made 
arrangements for all letters and packets, dispatched by this institution, to be 
marked 'F. P.,' and all letters and packets, mentioned in Section 2 of this adver­
tisement, for which the recipients have to pay postage, receiYe a red impression, 
the postage being written thereon with reel pencil whereas any other letters and 
packets for which the senders pay the postage, receive a black impression. Re­
garding the postmark, mentioned here, which shows whether the letters and 
packets passed properly through the Foot Post Office, everyone, who may receive 
letters and packets delivered by unauthorized persons, is requested to be kind 
enough to report this to the Foot Post Office, " ·hich is in the Post House.'' 

Thus, the purpose of the foot postmark was to prevent all but the authorized, 
paid carriers from delivering letters and packets. 

The Red Postmark 

Although comparatively few letters and packets were dispatched through 
the foot post office, it was obviously a drawback that the same postmark was used 
with two colors. 

The red foot postmark is very rare - so rare that only four or five specimens 
are known. This would seem to indicate that, firstly, there was very little postal 
matter for which the postage was to be collected from the recipients; secondly, 
that, the foot post office employees using the same stamping device, did not 
carefully wipe off the black ink '"henever they handled postal matter that, 
according to the instructions, had to be marked with red ink. 

Consequently, the administrator of the foot post office, Mr. Riegel , on his 

Fig. 2. 

I 
" I 
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own account, purchased a device which was to be used only for reel ink. It had 
two lettc1·s, "F. P." eletached without any frame (Fig. 2). This was in use from 
1808 to 1820. 

Only one specimen of the Fig. 2. postrn:uk is known with the impression in 
black ink. It was used in 1808, i.e., at the beginning of the period of use. The 
first impression is clear. But it must very soon l111YC' worn, because there are 
practically no acceptable impl'essions in red ink to be founJ. 

Now A Private Operation 

On April 1, 1 09, :M:r. Ri rgels took over the foot post office on his own ac­
count. He was given the office furniture, free of chal'ge, including also the 
stamping devices. 

These he continued to use with black ink. But presumably on account of 
ink accumulating between the outer rinO' anel the OYal, Mr. Riegels had the outer 
ring removed. H e then used this changed postmark, now without a ring around 
the ornl, until 1820 (Fig. 3). 

Fig. 3. 

The impressions of the Fig. 3 marking very selelom arc clear. It is not 
known with any impression in red ink. 

In 1 19, the two foot postmarks hitherto used, were superseded by a new 
one, the letters "F. P." inside a circle (Fig. 4). At the same time, the use of 
red ink for postal matter to be paid by the recipient, ceased. However, one 
specimen of this Fig. 4 mark, in red ink, is known. 

The footpost did not receive public support. A letter to the King from the 
Directorate of the General Post Office, elated September 5th, 182 , contains the 
following passage : 

'' ... that the correspondence conducted through the footpost has decreased 
so considerably in recent years that the number of letters handed in at the office 
seldom exceed four or six daily.'' 

The recorded numbers found written on the letters seem to support this 
statement. There are not many. 
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Fig. 4. 

The circular footpost stamping device disappeared. On March 7th , 1834 
the newspaper, ''The Royal Copenhagen Address Office News'' ran the following: 
'' ... In addition, it is observed that the stamping device of the office is lost and, 
in order to prevent abuse, a new one, which is octagonal, has been purchased." 

/ ..., . ' 
1 f . n i 
; 1 ' 
I •.l!t. ,&. • ! . __ _ / 

Fig. 5. 

The octagonal foot postmark with FP. (Fig. 5), was then used from F eb­
ruary 22, 1834 to May 14, 1849. On that date the Government Post Office took 
over the Copenhagen footpo t, thu ending its operation as a private post. 
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United States 
Tax Paid R'evenue Stamps 1868-1879 

By Solomon Altmann 

(Continued from Page 150) 

James Abram Garfield (1831-18 1) 20th President of the United States. 

One ounce tobacco stamp, series of 1875, has a bust of General Garfield in 
civil dress, at the time he was a member of Congress (1863-1880) with inscrip­
tion "Series of 1875." This one ounce, black stamp was issued very early in 
1875 under the Act of Congress of June 6, 1872. 

Fig . 8. James A. Garfie ld at the right. The arrow poin ts to the banknote company's imprint. 

There was also a one ounce, green stamp with the same design. It bore the 
inscription "Issued under Act of March 3, 1875" inserted in design, also show­
ing imprint of Continental Bank Note Co., New York. Size of design was 
18 x 155 mm. 

Fig. 9. The " I 00" cigar stamp showing General Ulysses S. Grant. The Continental Bank Note Co. 
imprint is below "I 00.'' 

Ulysses S. Grant (1822-1885); both as a general and a civilian, he appears on 
several different Tax Paids for tobacco, cigars and distilled spirits. Among 
these are the following : 

The first is a '' 1:00 '' cigar stamp, black, with a bust of General Grant in 
uniform in the center. The Act of Congress, July 20, 1 68, set the tax 
upon cigars at a rate per thousand, regardless of value. The tax on this 
"100" Tax Paid was $5. per M. All cigar stamps have the words " Tax 
P aid.'' On each end is a design similar to the essays submitted for the 
1870 postage stamp issue, known as Brazer Nos. B.145E- and 148E-.• Im­
print of Continental Bank Note Co. appears below '' 100.'' 

*"Essays For Adhesve Postage Stamps" by Clarence W. Brazer (1941). 
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Fig. 10. U. S. Grant, on imported cigars, no value g iven, design consisting of lines, waved, 
crossed and interlaced work, fugitive ink. The two Bureau imprints are on the bottom to the left 
and right of Presid e nt Grant. The wavy lines represents the Geo. W . Casilear patents Nos . 99,757 
and 99,758 . 

For use on cigars imported into the United States, a Tax Paid was issued 
with the portrait of Grant in civilian dress, no Yalue giYcn, with two imprints 
both reading "Engra\'c<l an<l Printed at the Bureau of Engra\·ing & Printing, 
series of 1871. ' ' The color is black and blue; it measures 50 x 255 mm., Yig­
nctte in oYal 45 x 35 mm. The word " Imported " appears on the stamp. (Sec 
Fig. 10 ). 
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Fig. 11. 1869 " Square" tobacco stamp, portrait of Grant, similar to the essay (Brazer No. I 12E) 
submitted for the 1869 postage stamp contract. 

Grant is also shown in ciYilian dress on a "square" tobacco stamp, 1 69, 
Class 32c (Fig. 11 ) . This is a 60 lb. tobacco stamp @ 32c = $19.20. It has an 
imprint reading ' ' Engraved and Printed at the Treasury Department.'' 

Fractional currency, third issue, 15c shows an identical portrait of Grant, 
as that on Fig. 11. 

Fig. 12 shows the ''twenty two pounds'' Tobacco tax stamp, series 1871 
and 1872, which has Grant's portrait as a civilian. This has two imprints. 
The green border was printed by the Continental Bank Note Co. of New York. 
Its imprint is in the center directly under the words "United States Internal 
Revenue.'' The vignette was done by the United States Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing, as seen in the center just to the left and slightly below the nu­
merals "A11133." In addition to the Bureau imprint are words: "Patent 
Date, Nov. 24, 1868." 

Jarnes H arla11 (1820-1899) was Secretary of Interior 1865-1866 in President 
Andrew Johnson's administration, holding that office only a few months. He 
was United States Senator from Iowa (1855-1865) and again (1866-1873) . 

H e is showi:i on the following: 
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Fig . 12. The 22 lb. Tobacco Tai Revenue stamp. Very faint under the border in the center with 
the words "United States Internal Revenue" is the Continental Bank Note Co. imprint. (It does not 
show in this illustration) . The arrow in the center points to the imprint of the U.S. Bureau of 
Engraving & Printing. 

., 
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Fig. 12A. This is the coupon that was attached to the left of the "twenty two pounds" Tobacco 
stamp (Fig. 12) . The amount indicated as paid , $4.40, was based upon the tax of 20c per lb . 

8 oz. green, tobacco stamp, series of 1 70, on a pink safety paper. 

The same design occurs in black, with large numeral '' 8'' in circle, on 
violet silk paper, series of 1871 with imprint of Continental Bank Note Co. 
(Fig. 13). 

Fig. 13 . 8 oz. strip tobacco stamp showing portrait of James Harlan when he was Secretary of 
Interior. The arrow ind icates where the Continental Bank Co.'s imprint was printed. 
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Hugh 111cCuUough~' (1808-1895) 'ms the Secretary o:f the Treasury in the ad­
ministrations o:f P residents J_, in coln , J ohn son and Ar thur. 

The one dollar beer Revenue stamp, series of 1871 , bears his por trn it in 
black, with imprint of Bureau of EngraYing & P rinting; the frame in scarlet 
has that of the National Bank Note Co. 

The 60 lb. tobacco stamp, series of 1871, 1872 and 1874 also bears Mc­
Cullough 's portrait (Figs. 14 and 15) . These stamps have the impr ints of 
Cont inental Bank Note Co. for the frame and the Bureau of Engravin g & Print­
ing for the vignette. Each stamp measures 75 x 175 mm. including the stub. 

The stamps are similar in design . There are minor differences. The chief 

*On t he sixty pounds Tobacco Stamp, series of 1871, t he name is spelt "McCulloch." But 
o;i t he One Dollar Beer Stamp, series of 1871, the name Teads ''McCullough.'' H e always 
signed his name ' 'McCulloch.'' H ence, it is difficult to account for the name ''McCull ough' ' 
on t he 1871 Beer stamp. I n an ar ticle in " Weekly P hilatelic Gossip" of February 14, 1925 
by Frank L. Applegate, t he two different spell ings of t he name were noted. 

Fig . 14. Hugh McCullough o n sixty pound s To bacco sta mp serie s 1871 , class t hi rty-two cents or 
60 lbs. ti mes 32 cents equals $ 19.20. The two ar rows point to t he C onti ne ntal Bank Note C o. imprint 
in the bottom center and the U.S. Burea u of Engraving & Pr intin g 's in the uppe r righ t . 

Fig . 15. Hugh McCullough on the 1872 Sixty Pounds Tobacco sta mp, so mewhat d ifferent from t he 
1871 o ne ( Fig . 14) . Again th e arrows indicate the two different printers' imprints. 
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Fig . I SA. The One Dollar Beer Sta mp, ser ies of 
1871 with the name misspelled " McCullou ch." 

one is that the 1871 stamp (Fig. 14) shmrn the amount of $19.20 on the r ight 
side, while the 1872 design (Fig. 15) has no dollar amount in the curved orna­
ment at the right. 

Mr. McCullough 's portrait also was used on a 2-cent ReYcnue stamp essay 
with a patent known as the ''explosive stamp,'' because when i t " ·as cancelled 
the stamp became mutilated (Fig. 16 ) . 

This patent was issued to Charle· F. Spencer on September 2-!, 1 7 " ·ith 
number 208, 433. 

Lot 111 yrick Morrill ( 1812-1883) Secretary of the Treasury under P resident 
Grant. 

His portrait appears on an 8 oz. green, tobacco stamp, series of 1875, with 
imprint of Continental Bank Note Co. 

The same desio·n appeared later in 1875 in black. 
Lot M. Morrill on strip tobacco stamp, in black, issued Yery early m 

1875. Same design was used again in green (not illustrated ). 

W illiam Orton ( l 26-1878) " ·as the Commissioner of Internal Revenue from 
Jul~· 1, to October 31, 1865. When this two ounces strip tobacco stamp, series 
of 1875, appeared, he was the president of th e ·w estern Union Telegraph Co. 

Some copies of this stamp carry the inscription, "Under the Act of March 
3, 1875, '' and others ha Ye been seen " ·ithout it. Both types, howeYer, have 
impr ints of Continental Bank ote Co. (Fig. 17) . 

#- ...... "; "'- • .." ·::; j c:: g «t!il i ;J:t\ k;lij 1¢111' 
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Fig . 17. William Orton on strip Two Ounce s t ob a cco st a mp, Se ries of 1875. Im p rint of C o ntine nta l 
Ba nk Note Co. on the bottom in the center can be see n on th is specime n, where t he a rrow p oi nts. 
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Fig. 16. The effects of the "explosive" stamp patent. Granulated sand was placed between two 
layers of paper on the stamp. It was cancelled by the stroke of a mallet that tore the paper as 
seen here on Hugh McCullough's face. 

Mr. Orton was a lawyer and a leading figure in the merger of the United 
States Telegraph Co., American Telegraph Co. and vVestern Union Telegraph 
Co. His name appears on the vVestern Union Telegraph Co. stamp, series of 
1871 to 1878. 

Alf red Pleasanton ( 1824-1897) was the Commissioner of Internal Revenue from 
J anuary 3, to August 8, 1871. During this short space of time, he arranged to 
have his portrait placed upon a Hydrometer adhesive, series of 1871 . Actually, 
this is not a Tax P aid Revenue stamp, as will be explained later under "U.S. 
H ydrometer stamps,'' with an illustration (Fig. 25 ). 

William A. Richardson (1821-1896) was the Secretary of the Treasury during 
President Grant's administration. H e was appointed in June, 1874 a judg·e in 
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th e Court of Claims by President Grant. In 1 5 he breamc Chief Justice of 
th is court. 

Hi s portrait appears on the t\renty one pounds tobncco sta mp, series of 1871 
and 1872 (Figs.18and19 ) . 

Th e general design on both issues is simila l' , excPpt for the lettering and 
m1111 Pt<tls; the 1871 issue has $6.72 rngrnYed on oYal d rs ign at t he right. 'rhe 
inscription on the bottom center l'<'<H.1s ''Six Doll ars & srrrnt~·-hrn cents,'' (rate 
hr in g 32c per lb.) 21 x 32 = $6.72 (Fig·. 18). 

Fig . 18. Grant's Secretary of Treasury , W il lia m A . Ric ha rdson on the 1871 twenty-one pounds 
tobacco stamp. The C o ntin e ntal Ba nk Note Co.'s imprint is in the bottom und e r the words " Six 
Dollars & Seventy Two C e nts," showing that this private banknote printing company did the 
border. In the center under the italicized words "Tobacco S~amp" is the U. S. Burea u of Engrav­
ing & Printing 's imprint , evidence that the government printer did the vignette. 

On the 1872 issue the same OYal is blank, while bottom center inscription 
r ra ds '' (21 ) T"·enty one pounds (21 ) ." Near top in center arc the control 

Fig . 19. Also with William A. Richardson, it is similar to Fig . 18 except that this 1872 stamp has a 
blank oval at the right. Shown also is how the coupon was attached at the left. The tax was 20 cents, 
which multip lie d by 21 lbs. equals $4.20. 

num bcrs " A 31090 " " ·ith insc1·iption " P atcntc(1 Nm-. 2-t , 1868" abO\'C them 
(Fio·. 19 ) . Both stamps ha ,·c the imprints of Contin r ntal Bank Note Co. for 
the grcrn bor<l.er an<l. the Burrau of Eng1·aving & Pl'inting for bal ance of design 
in black in the same places as the illustrations show. 
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John Sherman (1823-1900 ), United States Senator from Ohio, 1861-77 and 
1881-97 also was Secretary of the Treasury, 1 77- 1 and Secretary of State, 
1897-99. 

His portrait is found on the l/2 oz. snuff stamp, series of 1875, black on 
green paper, size 25 x 23 mm. This shows no engraver's imprint. 

John was a brother of the more famous General Sherman . This is a unique 
instance of two living brothers being depicted on revenue stamps at the same 
time. 

Fig . 20. John Sherman on 1/2 oz. snuff stamp, series of 1875. 

William T ecumseh Sherman (1820-1891) is the Union general of Civil War 
fame. H e was Secretary of v\Tar for a short time in 1869 . 

His portrait appears on the 50 cigar stamp, black, series of 1871, with im­
print of Continental Bank Note Co. Also, his portrait is on the 40 lb. tobacco 
stamp, series of 1869, near the bottom center. Above, on left and right are the 
fancy ovals with $12.80, representing 40 lbs. x 32 cents per pound = $12.80. 
The imprint "Engraved and Printed at the Treasury Department" is in the 
upper border in the center (Fig. 21). 

The same portrait as the one in Fig. 21 is on the 50c beer stamp, series of 
1 71. The central design was engraved by the Bureau of Engraving & Printing, 
the frame and lettering by the National Bank Note Co. 

Fig . 21. General William Tecumseh Sherman on the 40 lbs . tobacco stamp. The U.S. Burea u's 
imprint is in the center of the top border. Notice the American eagle in the center above the four 
flags. When the stamp is turned upside down , the eagle looks like the head of a jackass. 
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Philip Sheridan (1831-1888) . General in the Civil War appears on the 6 oz. strip 
snuff stamp, series of 1875, bl ack on gTeen, (25 x 220 mm. ) which bears the im­
print of Continental Bank Note Co. This stamp is not illustrated. 

Ji'ran cis Ellis Spinner (1802-1890 ) is called the "father of Fractional Currency." 
H e is portrayed on the 50 cents, third issue, fractional currency, D ecember 5, 
1864 to August 16, 1869 . H e " ·as Treasurer of the United States from 1861 to 
1875. 

The 50 gallon distilled spirit stamp, series of 1871, also bears his portrait. 
Tlw Yignette in black is engraYed by the U.S. Bureau of Engraving & Printing, 
the red border b:v the Contin ental Bank Note Co. The size of this one is 125 x 
160 mm. either of the Spinner portraits are illustrated . 

l 
Fig . 22 . Morrison R. Waite, Ch ief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. Seen faintly at both the 
right and left ends of th is strip stamp is the America n Bank Note Co.'s imprints. 

Morrison R . Waite (1816-18 ) " ·as the Chief Justice of the United States 
Supreme Court from 1874 to 1 88. His portrait was engraved on the one 
hundred cigars strip stamp, green on black, series of 1 75 (Fig. 22 ). This bears 
the imprint of th e American Bank Note Company on each end of the stamp, 
and portrait of Chief Justice ·w aite in center. Its size i 35 x 38 mm. 

(To Be Continued) 
Collectors Club Philatelist e e e 
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Honduras 
Postal History to 1877 and 
Its First Postage Stamps Of 1866 (Part 13) 
By Irving I. Green 

(Comi11ued from Page 170) 

The Honduras Interoceanic Railway 

H aving prcYiously suggested ho\\· the construct ion of an Interoceanic Rail­
way in Hondui-a s was, in a sense, responsible for the issuance of its first postage 
stamps, I feel obli gated to pro,·ide, in at least a condensed form, the story of 
this i·ailroad, and the trials and ti·ibulations that i·esulted fro m the attempt to 
finance and construct it . 

.. When, in 1853, E. G. Squier, diplomatic rep1·esentafo·e of the United States 
to Centr:i l America, and President Cabanas of the Republic of: H onduras nego­
tiated a charter for :in Interocean ic Raihrn ~-, the~- \\"ere un\\"ittingly l a ~r in g the 
grotmd"·ork for a century of international financial i1wohern ent in a project that 
was n eYer completely fu lfill ed. 

Jn the period heh1·een 18..J.5 an<l 1850, the <lisconr,,- of gold in Cali fo rnia nnd 
the incorpol'ation of Oregon, Texas, and California into the Union, precipi tated 
a rush of traYel to those ar eas, which came mostly from th e eastern seabonrd of 
the United States. Centrn l America skyrocketed into prominence, because 
through the I sthmian region nm the qui ckest routes to the new El Dorado. 

These I sthmian routes, a1·ailnbl c to those with suffic ient means, were: across 
the narrow neck of Panama; over the Nicaraguan depression, followin g the San 
Juan r iYer and Lake Nicaragua; and Yia the Isthmus of 'l'chuantepec, located in 
lower l\Iexieo. 

Open to those poo1·er ,,·er e th e tedious sea Yoyagc around Cape H orn, or the 
arduous and often dangerous ove1·lnnd trek. In Squicr's op inion, none of these 
transits could haYc provided the speed, safct~r , and fin ancial return compared 
with an Interoccan ic Railwa y across H onduras. 

The plan call ed l'or construction to begin at Puerto Cortes, a fine Atlantic 
port of the north coast of 1Tondm·;1s, and to continue acrnss t hat country for 232 
miles tol thc Bay ot Fonseca on th e Pacifi c.Gt No g1·eat engineerin g difficulties 
were anticipated in building it; its speed~r completion \l"aS anticipated upon 
arrangement of the :financial detail s. 

An organization was attempted in New York, but the open antagonism of 
the P anama Transit interests seemingly conYin cecl the American inwsting public 
that the plan 1rns too audacious to \\·anant success. Besides this, inYestors in the 
United States appeared \rar.v of i1westing in a countr~' ah·eady in default of her 
share of a loan made in 1 27 b~- ]Jondon bankers to the then-struggling and sub­
sequently dissoh·ed Federation of Central America. 

It was then decided to appeal to European intere ·ts and capital; Squier was 

61. The railroad was to run from the hcautiful, spacio us harbor of Puei·to Cortes on t he 
Cai·ibbean through the valley of the Goaseoran a tl(l IIumuya Hivers to t he Bay of Fonseca. 
C01·tes called the harbor of Puerto Cortes ''the best hitherto tliscovere(l on all t he coast from 
L as Perles to Florida, and the Bay of Fonseca is the f inest ha rbot· on t he enti re Pacific Coast 

. of America.'' 
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delegated to carry out this task. After several years of difficult negotiating, he 
was able to organize a company in London headed by a powerful directorate. 
By that time, however, world-wide conditions had become so unsettled that a 
financial depression ensued. Consequently it was decided to hold the plan of 
raising funds for the railroad in abeyance. 

In Central America, a stalemate existed, due to the fact that "William 
Walker, an American achenturcr with a small following, had so overwrought the 
native population there with a threat of Am erican enslavement that all Amer­
icans and their ideas were suspect. 

Santos Guardiola had ousted and replaced Cabanas as President of Hon­
duras. H e had done so by running principally on a platform of anti-Ameri­
canism, charging that Cubans had fcworecl Squier, an American, with an Inter­
oceanic Railway charter. 

'l'he capture of ·William vValker by the British,62 and his execution by 

62. William Walker was captured near 'l'rujillo by Captain Nowell Salmon of the British 
I-I.M.S. ''Icarus.'' 'l'here was much previous intenrntional intrigue to this incident. In 1856, 
Honduras had pledged the proceeds of the 'I'rujillo and Omoa custom houses to Sir C. Wyke 
on behalf of Britain for the Carmichael claim of 1852, which amounted to $54,580. Honduras 
had offered to pay off this claim in mahogany, but the offer was refused. When Walker 
land ed at Trujillo in mid-1869, on the schooner, John E. Taylor, Brita.in still held a. lien on 
the in come of the custom house there. Its garrison had fled a.long the coast road to Omoa. 
\Va.Iker, therefore, had no difficulty taking possession of the custom house. 'I'his incensed the 
British, as it affected their lien. Orders were given to Captain Salmon to capture Walker and 
turn him over to Guardiola's troops., which meant certain execution. ·when captured, Walker 
claimed the British had exceeded their authority, but regat·dless, Salmon compiled with his 
instructions. Walker was executed in 'I'rujillo on September 12, 1860. 
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Honduras in 1860, placed Britain in a more favorable light with Guardiola, who, 
in r eturn, agreed to allow the British company to construct the proposed Inter­
oceanic Railway. Great Britain, in return, signed a pact on April 22, 1861 
which recognized the right of Honduras to the possession of the Bay Islands. In 
1862, however, Guardiola was assassinated, but Jose Maria Medina, his eventual 
successor as President in 1863, was extremely receptive to the construction of 
the Railway. 

Medina could clearly foresee the strategic value and importance of the 
railway. He ordered a survey by competent engineers under Trautwine, an 
American with experience in building the P anama Railroad, and he granted 
plenipotentiary powers to his Ministers in London and Paris63 for the purpose 
of assisting him in the bor rowing of money for the railway's construction. 

The 01·iginal promoters in London tried to reorganize, but met with no 
signal success. Then Medina, in desperation, authorized a direct appeal to the 
public for a Joan to the Government of Honduras. This call for support was so 
effective that between the years 1867 and 1870 four bond issues totalling 6,088,108 
pounds sterling were successfully floated. They were secured by the customs 
duties collected at the port of Amapala, by the projected railway and its revenues, 
and by the produce of the mahogany forests and the state domains. 

The four loans were negotiated as follows: two in London for the nominal 
amount of 1,000,000 pounds sterling, issued at 80 with 10% interest; another 
in Paris for the nominal sum of 62, 252,700 French francs, issued at 75 with 6% 
interest; and the fourth in London in 1870 for 2,500,000 pounds sterlin g, issued 
at 80 with 10% inter est. The Honduran obligation of $135,000 (owed from the 
old Ji'ederation loan of 1827 ) was paid off out of the funds raised by these bonds. 

The contr act to build the first section of the railway was awarded to the 
well-known con cern of W aring Brothers, London, with Trautwine acting in an 
adYisory capacity . 

During October 1868, ground was broken at Puerto Cortes on the Atlantic 
side. By 1870, 57 mil es of mnTow gauge track (42 inches wide) laid on mahogany 
ties, the specifi ed wh an es, warehouses, and machine shops had been completed . 
Arrangements \1·er e then consummated with the same builder to complete the 
project to th e P acific, but st rangely, work languished for the lack of funds. 

A Public Scandal 

It \YaS then that the shocking truth became known. But a triclde of the 
huge borrowings (som e say only $300,000 ) had been applied to their legitimate 
purpose; one of the greatest swind les ever had been perpetrated upon a gullible 
investing public. 

Until 1872, Honduras continncd to pay the interest on the bonds, hoping 
somehow to make arrangements for the construction to continue. But local 
political problems hindered this effort , so that all the four loans went into default. 
This startling disclosure caused a near financial panic in London and Paris, 
where the bonds quickly dropped in price from 851/2 to 11,4. 

By that time, in 1873, a new Administration, under Celeo Arias, was in 
power. Another effort was made to r each some solution to the money problem, 
so that the construction of the project might continue. But delays and the 
refusal of the bond-holders to compromise left the matter in a complete state of 
collapse. 

63. d. L eon Alvara do was in Europe to ass~.t Carlos Guti (Yrrez and Victor Herran, Hon­
duran Ministers to England and France, r espectively, h1 fi11a.ncing the construction of t he 
r ailway. H erra.n 's son·in·law, Pelletier, Honduran Consul in Paris, was also wot·king to arrange 
European fin ancing. 
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HONDURAS 
INTER OCEANIC RAILWAY: 

Fig . 48. Pla nned route of the Honduras lnteroceanic Railway. 

An investigation of th e mattel' b.'· th e British Parliament in 1875 seemingly 
disclosed a round of apparent shady financial deals between the Honduran 
politicians and the British and French bankers inimical to the interest of the 
investing public. It was shown that e,·er.v illegitimate practice connected with 
the unlawful marketing of securities had been employed by the bankers. The 
investors, without an intimate knowledge of th e circumstances but merely at­
tracted by the promised lucrnti,·e retums, had invested, taking· as reliabl e infor­
mation all the data described in the deceptiYe prospectus. 

Honduras stoutly defended her actions in the entire transaction, maintaining 
that she had been duped by the usurous bankers and the contractor. Nothing 
further came of the inYestigation ; no one was prosecuted. 

In 1883, President Soto, in his message to Congre s, stated that the opinion 
prevailed in Europe that Honduras had been Yictimized. H e also said that he 
believed that in all truth and justice the Republic should not be held r esponsible 
for the enormou debt, ince it was of questionable origin.64 

A committee of bondholders was organized to safeguard their rights, and 
in the meantime, Honduras \ms blacklisted financially throughout the world. 
In the following years, the theoretical interest payments continued to accumulate, 
so that by 1910 or so, the inter est on the inter est was several time the entire 

64. This comment coming from Soto, Medina's nemesis, appears to be a vindication of the 
latter for any culpability in connection with the f in ancia l collapse of the Interoceanic Railway 
project. 
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income of the country; the situation had become an intemationa l joke. However, 
in the forty years since the debacle, Honduras maintained that the repudiation 
of the bonds could be justified by the circumstances of fraudulent issue and sale, 
and by the misappropriation of funds. Honduras \\·as reluctant, by reasons of 
national honor and credit, to follo,,· such a course, and instead had al ways been 
d isposed to come to :m understanding with the bondholders for a fair settlement 
on an equitable basis for money actually i·eceiYed and innsted in Honduras, 
although she refused to assume payment of amortization or interest. 

Owr these )·ears, th e existing· small stretch of rail way had been used by 
the gO\·ernment or leased at a nominal i·enta l, although physically it was allowed 
to deteriorate.63 A bridge <1cross th e Chamelecon RiYer collapsed and lay in 
the stream a dozen )·ears, r endering 20 miles of the rai lway useless. In 1900, 
the bridge \\·us 1·eplaced, but the n1ilm1Y " ·us not extended nor its physical con-
dition i111p1·0,·e(l.GG · 

During this period of obsolescence, great strides in the field of transportation 
had been made in the Jsthmian region . lnteroce<1nic rnilrouds no\\· spanned 
Pananrn , Costa Rica, <1ncl l\l exico, while th e greatest of man-made waterways, the 
P<mama Canal, " ·as nearing completion by the United States. 

65 . In hi s book The Incurable F ilibust er ( 1934) , Colonel Dean Ivan Lamb writes: 
'' 'l'he narrow gauge lin e, sixty miles i11 length, t hat s taggered under the title of 

National H.ailway of llo11duras wn s parndoxically a vi cti111 of over-capitaliztion. About 
1876 [should be 1867 -70 J a far -sighted presid ent, M ecliJrn, secured in London a loan of 
tll'enty million dollars to build n. railway from coas.t to coast. The great majority of 
this loan r ernnin ed in t·he pockets of the British b:rnke rs nnd the Honduran r epresenta­
tives in Lonclon. The pitiful 1·e11111:1nt bui lt t ho s ixty mi les of line. "\Vise in their gen­
eration, the co111miss.io11 ers dicl not retum to Hondura s, but lived high, wide, and hand­
some 011 the procee(l s in Lon(lo11. On e of them, indeed, ""ls fin a ncing the present revo­
lution [1923] so thn t lii s bl'Other lGLLtiCl'rez Lopez·J who had stayed in Honduras and had 
succeeded aftc 1· many yeal'S. to t he command of the army, should have a taste of the 
fl eshpots. Not entirely :1ltru:isti ca lly, of course, IIonclurn11 b1·other wns to repay London 
broth er with n goofl fat bonu s to hoot. ' l'o watch expcn(litures a ncl supervise •·eimburse­
ments, London brothe r had sent hi s son Carlos. Carlos "'""'· a procluct of Wod ehouse's 
London a11d th e Hivi ern, aclcli cted t·o pe1·furne :mtl purpl e shirts and looking as if he 
h:i.cl been ponrecl into Iri s clothes .. 11 is progress among th e sophistient ed members of the 
bn.ckwoods capita l wns cl evn s t:1ting. ln war he 11·as not so formidabl e. Appointed ma jor 
by his doting uncle, Car los p nrti cipatecl in the battl e of Cholutcea. ' l'he only man killed 
wa s his machin e-gunn er, whom Carlo.•. ha<l pla cc1l at th e wrong end of his pi ece. '' 

66. I n hi s book Tl1r ee Gringos in V e11 l'z11 cla ancl Cc11/ra.l Am N ica, publi shed in 1896, Richard 
Harding Davis clescri lws t he sec tion of t he Inte roeeani c Railll'a y that t hen existed, in this 
n1anner: 

'' 'l'he journ ey from Puerto Cortes to Snn P edro i'lula la sted fo ur hours, but the 
distan ce i s only tlrirty-se1·en miles .. Thi s ll'H s, until a short tin1 e ago when the _line " ·as 
extended by a N ew York Comp:my, the only t hirty-se1·en miles of railroad in Honduras 
... About thirty years ago :in intC' roceani c railroad was proj ec ted from Puerto Cortes 
to the Pacific Coas t .. . bu t the railroad turn ed out to be a col ossal swindle, a nd the 
governm ent wa s left " ·ith the debt on its ha11d s, an arm.r of des poil ed to sati s fy , and 
only thirty-seven miles of b nd road fo r i t self . The road was. to harn been paid for a t a 
certain rate pet· mile, and the men who mapped it out mad e it in con sequence twice as 
1011g as it needed to ha 1'e been, and its currns and turns would cause an hones t engineer 
to weep with disapp1·o•al. 

''The grad es ar e :in som e places >cry steep , ancl ns the engin e " ·:i s not as young as it 
had been, two N egro boys and a box of sand were placed on the cow-catcher, and 
wl1e11evet· the n ecessity of stoppin g th e train " ·as imm ecl iate, or when it was. going 
clownhill too qui ckly, the~' " ·ould lean forwa rd and pour thi s sand on the r :i.ils . .. It 
was a beautiful and exhilarating ricl e ancl i t suggested tobogganin g .. . It was. even 
more interesting, because " 'e could see each rns ty rail ri se as the wheel touched its 
nea rer encl as though it mea nt to fly up in our fa ces, an cl when the wheel was too quick 
for it and fo1·cecl it clown again, it contented itself by spreading out half a foot or so 
again, to on e sid e, " ·hich wns most a la rming. ' ' 
226 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. 46, NO. 4 
f errocarril lnteroccanico ue Honuuras 
de La Pi1nienta a Comayagua 

llabientlose comenzado los trabajos de Psta 
obra regeneradora del pais; se a.visa a los me­
canicos de toda c]ase y &perarios· en cualqnier 
116.mero, que vayan a La Pimim~tn, qne encon­
traran ocupacion bajo buenas condiciones. 

i Al trabajo, al trab:~jo, hondnreflos, para 
engrandecer ·1a patria ! 

12-2 \Y. S. VALENTIN~J. 

Fig. 49. Advertisement for laborers to build the lnteroceanic Railway. This illustration appeared in 
"La Gaceta," the official paper of Honduras, during 1897 when a syndicate controlled by Washington 
S. Valentine of the Honduras-Rosario Mining Company, contracted with the government to extend 
the sixty-mile strip of National Ra ilway to the Pac ific coast. The 1898 locomotive issue (Scott Nos . 
103-1 IOJ was undoubtedly the result of th e " rai lroad fever" that was current when Ghizzoni de ­
signed these stamps. 

Now, hmrcver, a new problem had arisen, namely that with the completion 
of the Panama Canal a cer tainty, th e Un ited States could visua lize the necessity 
of maintaini ng peace in the Yicinit.'· of the Canal, and that an essential toward 
peace in the small Middle Amel'ican Hepublics \ras their sound :financial condition . 
'With this in mind, the United States call ed a ConYention of all the Central 
American countries, to be held in ·w ashington, in 1907. All the participating 
nations signed a ti·eaty which included many constructive pro,·isions, an im­
portant one embodying the perpetual neutralization of Honduras, and authoriz­
ing an i1westigation to find ways and means to improve her :financial status. 

In March, 1909, a plan for settling her foreign debt was conceived by 
President Davila of Honduras and the British :Minister, the latter acting in 
behalf of the bondholders. Upon the adYice of the United States, Honduras 
rejected this arrangement as impractical, and instead took under consideration 
a proposal by a New York syndicate comprised of J. P. Morgan and Company, 
Kuhn, Loeb and Company, The National City Bank of New York, and The First 
National Bank of New York. 

Under the terms of this proposal, the debt, then amounting to the stag·gering 
sum of 25,000,000 pounds sterling (including accrued interest), was to be 
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completely liquidated at 15% of this amount by a loan, one with no charge for 
intel'est, and secured by the in come from H onduran customs, which was to be 
under the control of the United States, unt il t he repayment of the loan. 

Davila readily agreed to the terms and requested the approval of his Con­
gress. However, an intense opposition developed in that body, as it held that 
the treaty was unconstitutional and , fmthcrmore, implied the inability of its 
government to administer effectively. Davila tried frantically to convince the 
people and the lawmakers to accept the treaty, but to no aYail. 

At this same time, a great revolu t ionary movement was sweeping in towards 
the capital from the North Coast, and its leader, ex-P1·esident Manuel Bonilla, 
strongly championed the opposition to the Morgan Plan . The Congress re­
mained adamant, Davila was ousted from office by the revolutionists, and soon 
thereafter the Morgan syndi cate wi thdrew its offer. 

In 1912, Honduras again took ovrr the operation of the railroad, and after 
makin g some improvements on it with American material, \ \"US able to show a 
small profit from its operation. A service of four passenger trains weekly 
in each direction was maintained. 

Then plans were formulated and contracts placed to lengthen the line, 
and a bridge was built over the Ulua RiYcr,07 which enabled an extension of 
the lin e to Potrerillos. Bananas for expo1·t from Puerto Cortes became its most 
important freight commodity. By 1914 the property was valued at $1,098,071. 

The intervention of ·vv orld vVar I , however, held up further plans for set­
tling the external debt. In 1922, a second Central American Convention was 
held in Washington to revise and extend the 1907 agreements, and a serious 
effort was directed toward finding ways and means to restore Honduras to a 
position of financial solvency. 

As a r esult, and with the assistance of the British Consul in Central Amer­
ica, an agreement was reached in 1923 with the foreign bondholders, whereby 
instead of assuming the outstandin g debt and accrued interest, Honduras 
promised to pay 1,200,000 pounds sterling in 60 semi-annual installments of 
20,000 pounds sterling each in complete liquidation of the debt and the accrued 
interest. As a guarantee for the performance of the agreement, the goycrn­
ment was to allocate the proceeds of a new 3% impost on all consular invoices 
for imports, collected compulsorily and exclusively through the use of Consular 
Service stamps of various denomin ations and colo1·s sold to exporters of goods 
to Honduras by The National City Bank of New York. 

This agreement was acceptable to Prrsidcnt P az Baraona of Honduras. 
It was ratified by his Congress on F ebruary 1, 1927. 'l'he first payment to 
r educe the fore ig·n bondholders' debt was then made from a more than ample 
reserve, resulting from the sale of Consular Service stamps since 1925. Every 
payment was met promptly. 

In the spring of 1953, the entire obligation was liquidated, though, by the 
contract, the last payment was not due until 1955. Thus Honduras r esolved 
a distressing situation that had dimmed her image since the early 1870 's. 

In closing, let us consider the future. It is true that, thanks to the advent 
of aviation, Honduras has been able to bypass the railroad era without seriously 
hampering her progress. Today numerous airfields dot her countryside, and 
air service for passengers and freight is used extensively. Nevertheless, the 
lack of an adequate system of land transportation has prevented the full realiza­
tion and utilization of the nation' va t natural resources. 

The fulfillment of Squier 's dream, the construction of an interoceanic rail-

67. '.l.' he Ulua Bridge at Pimiento is sl10wn on the Honduran Postal Issue of 1915 (Scott 
design A19) . 
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J.:r. Irvine I. C-reBn 
20 Kenilvrorth Street 
liewton 58, l lassachuaetts 

Dear ·sir: 

.le are pleased to reply· to your letter or .Aur;ust 11 in 
~ich you enquire with regard to the Foroien 3ond Debt or the Re­
public or Honduras. 

·o1e ree ret to advise that we do not have a table oaverir.g 
the pub lio debt or the .le public of Hondura.a. Althoui;h the Eonduran 
Govermnent is a valued oust<mer of ours and has beer. f()r inany years, 
we do not act as its Fiscal Jieent in matter·a or er.ter1111l debt. ;·;e 
do act as its Gener nl Agent in the administr11tion of the J'.ondurns 
Con~1 lar Service Stamps, urrler a oontrRot solely between our bank 
and tre Honduran Government, which contract has been f'unotioning 
aatisfaotorily sll:.ce 1927. All y ou p robably know, these st.amps are 
on sale in port cities thoughout the world to be available to be 
affi:•ed to ocnsuhr visas, nore particularly with respect to com­
ir.err.ial documents cavering :bnportationa into Honduras. Our ohief 
activity is the supervision of the Conaular stmnps as to consign­
ment and sale by our bank, its branches arrl oorresponderrts here 
and abroad. 

For fUrther inforcation, you may 1vish to consider address­
lne a letter to the Council of Foreien Bondholders, whose present 
addross is, Horsr; ~te, Cuokfield, Sussex, Eneland. Li.kewis~, \utless 
y ou l iave already done so, you may al 110 wish to address i.. inistro de 
Haoienda y Credito Publico, Republio c£ Honduras, Teeucigalpa, Hon­
duro.s-, as a 11ouroe of ortioial i.n1'ormation. 

lfe tru1t this data lnl\Y be or some aervioe to you and re-
ir.ain, 

~--·---
A;:;;;~0 

/ ~~:. ElUott 
.A.ssiatant Cashier 

Fi g. 50. Lette r se nt to th e a utho, in re ply t o a n inqui ry re la tive t o th e settl e me nt of the d e faulted 
lnte rocea nic Rai lwa y Bonds. 
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Fig . SOA. The sample of the Consular Service 
stamp that was attached to the Fig. 50 letter. 

way, should be completed as rapidly as the financial condition of the goYern­
ment permits it, in order to encourage incentive to produce for export and also 
to stimulate domestic trade. The admirable program of roadbuildin g instituted 
in r ecent years should also continue to r eceive the full support of the people. 

The development of air transport has alleviated but not entirely solved the 
problem of transportation and communication.68 

68. An eminent Amm·foan engineer, Willia m H . Hobbs, of Ann Arbor, Michi gan, proposed, 
in 1952, the construction of a twin ship-tunnel sea level canal , each one for one way traffic 
across Honduras. Ports could easily b e provided at both its termina ls. The cana l would follow 
a straight course between them along the trench-like Hondu ras depression, which run s through 
the mounta inous backbone of the entire Honduran Isthmian r egion. 

The total cana l lengt h would be 163 miles, of which 146 would b e tunn el. The cana l would 
p ermit transhipment of vessels. of any size ancl length. The tunnel would be divided into 
fourteen sections by constructura l and ventila ting shaf ts, the longes t being twelve miles in 
lengt h, and the deepest one 2000 f eet . Ships trnnsiting the cana l would be towed by electr ic 
locomotives operating from tracks or berms on each bank of the cana l. 

A pamphlet titled "A Proposed Open-Ditch and 'l' unnel Sea -L evel Ship Cana l Across 
Honduras" was copyrighted by Mr. H obbs in 1952 ; it was printed by Edwwrds Brothers Inc., 
Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

At the present tim e (1967 ), the necessity for a new sea-level ca na l between the Atlantic 
and P acific Oceans , on e which will possibly replace the p resent lock-can a l across Panama, is 
b eing considered in high governmental circles in Washington. 

THE END«· 

*An Appendix with a complete En glish t ranslation of "The 1877 Postal Guid e of Hon­
duras '' that the a uthor, Mr. Irving I. Green, after years of sear ching- recen t ly secured, 
will f~llow. 
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The Clubhouse 
Meeting of March 15, 1967 

China 1878-1949 

This was one of the finest one-country shO\\·ings seen here in many years . 
The frames all \Yere full with interesting material from the pre-stamp era up 
to as r ecent a time as 19-±9. Th e exhibitor and lectm·er wns Warren G. !fonder, 
-~I.D. of Ne\\·ark, N.J. , whose Chin a exhibit at SIPEX had ga ined a small gold 
medal. N°'\. follows what Dr. Kander had sa id: 

This is much too \\·ide a field to be Co \·cred in one CYening. Therefore, I 
shall mostly limit m~·sel f to the first three mnjor issues of China. The first 
issue is the " Large Dragon " stamp, so-called because the drsign contains a 
dragon as the central motif . These sta mps ar c larger than the second issue, 
consequently called the "Small Dragon " stamp. 'l'he third issue is the "Em­
press Dowager,'' commemoratins. Th e first comm emorati.Ye set of Asia was 
issued in 1894 to commemorate the 60th hirthda~' of the Empress Dowager of 
China. 

These early stamps were issued as the first ones of China in October 1878. 
Th ere had been a postal service of sorts for man~- decades before 1878. One 
type, called the mandarin posts, was just an official letter senice for the govern­
ment of the Emperor. 

The first issue's en gravin g is from the portfolio of plates put out by the 
first British Ambassador to China , which was published in London, England in 
April, 1796. This engraving shows the mandarin bearing' the official letter from 
the Emperor of China. Only official letters were carried in this manner. No 
government mail s were open to the public. I am showing a type of coyer carried 
in this service; this particular one is from the Tsing Dynasty sealed with the 
mandarin of K aifing Hun an }WOYince. On the front is Kwangtszc, the date 
and a notat ion "to be carri ed 100 le," a mileage distance in China . 

Th e r e,·erse reads '' Inside is enclosed an urgent official paper. A long the 
mail road, the rider must carry as a fl y regarding neither rain nor night to the 
destination. Go quick as fire. Delay \Yill be punished." This is very similar 
to the motto on the front of Ne\Y York Cit~·' s main post office on E ighth Avenue 
and 33rd Street. 

Firs t Public S ervice 

The first service, opened to the public, started out as a branch of the 
Customs Department of the Chinese Imperial Governm ent. Just as the name 
implies, there were customs duties on material imported into China and on 
commerce carried on in China. The post office was a subdepartment of the 
customs department. Under the direction of Sir Robert Hart, a name very 
famous in Chinese philately, a public mail senice gradually developed between 
P eking, Tientsin, and other port cities. Before this, there was an official courier 
service, "the I Chan," and a private carrier service open to the public called 
the " l\i[in Chu service" for other correspondence. 

In October 1878, the first postage stamps were issued. Before these stamps 
were issued, stampless covers as shown h e1·e were carrird. Thr first is from 
Shanghai to P aris in 1874. There is a Shanghai Customs House nuU"king of 
Sep tern her, 187 4 chopped on the cover . Anoth er one is from custom s, Takow ; 
it is a CO\'er from Formosa to Hong Kong by way of Amoy. These next conrs 
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were also carried outside of China. 'l'hc fil'st example shO\rs one going to Paris 
in 1874. The next one went to the "C"nitcd States in 1876 . It was from ew­
clrn·ang (no'v l\Ianchuria ) to North MansYillc, Massachusetts in the United 
States. The customs postal sen·ice carried it to Shanghai, where it was turned 
over to the Japanese Postal Agency, and J apa nese stamps were affixed to it. 
'l'he cover was then carried by wn y of Yolrn ham a and San Frnncisco to Massa­
chusetts. 

F irs t Issue of Stamps 

In 1878 customs postal service decided to use an issue of: stamps. This was 
38 years after stamps were first issued in Engl and. Essays were designed for 
stamps as shown here. One shows a dragon and a bird. Another sketch, which 
was prepared, showed two dragons on each side. Still another essay is exhibited 
showing an elephant design. ·while this may be of interest to topical collectors 
of animals on stamps, unfortunately, it " ·as r ejected. The final design shom1 
was the lragon, which was much more typical of China than the elephant. 

The first issue of stamps showed a large dragon. It was issued by the 
Chinese government, being printed by the Shanghai Customs Statistical Depart­
ment in August of 1878. It was first used the following October. The stamps 
were larger in size than the next set " ·hich were issued in 1 85. 

Three Large Dragons stamps " ·ere issued - a 1, 3, and 5 candarins. Three 
different printings are generally recognized. For each denomination, the print­
ing plate was made up of 25 metal dies, each indiYidually engraved. More than 
one setting was made for each denomination of each printing, except for the 
fiye candarins wide margin stamp. 

The 25 dies of each are individuall.'- recognizable and are excellently dis­
cussed in a series of articles in the COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST by the late Dr. 
Lee of Honolulu.• I shall not go into this plating tonight, but Dr. L ee's re­
search is a pathfinder in this issue, being recognized as the standard work m 
this fi eld. 

There were three different printings of the Large Dragon as follows: 

1. October, 187 : Thin , white, woven unwatermarked paper. P erforated 
121/2 . The stamps are printed 21/2 mm. apart on the sheet. 

2. In June, 1882, a second was issued with the same three values. Th e 1 
candarin and 3 candarins were printed on white paper, the 5 candarins was 
printed on pelure paper. Th e 1 candarin is found printed also on pelure 
paper. Perforations again were 121/2 . The printing is easily identified be­
cause the stamps were printed 41/z mm. apa r t. 

3. The third set of Large Dragon stamps wa · printed and issued in March, 
1883. This printing is on thicker paper, " ·hich is more opaque. Th ey are 
perforated 121/z and the stamps are spaced 21/z mm. apart. 

Earliest Known Cover 

Sho\\·n is the earliest knom1 'hin cse stamp on conr (see Fig. 1) . The date 
of this cover is October 5, 1878; it was sent from Peking to Shanghai. It is 
from a P erm·ian EmbasS.'' to a firm of goods punc.vors, l\Iessrs. H all and Holtz 
in Shanghai. The backstamp reads ''Shanghai Local Post, October 12, 1 78.'' 
I am fascinated by the fact that of all the bil I ions of coYers and letters handled 
by the Chinese postal sen-ice, th is is apparent]_,. one of the few first ones. A 
similar coyer is next shown sent two days later through the same P eruYian 
Emba sy to the same firm in Shanghai. It e\·idcntl.r went by the same boat 

*1'he First I ssue of China by Dr. R. C. IL Lee (COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST Vol. 
31 page 27, page 239; Vol. 32 Page 145). 
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Fig . I . The earliest known use, October 5, 1878 , of the first issue of Chinese stamps on cover. 
The "Large Dragon " stamps had been re leased for sale early in October, 1878. Th is cover with a 
strip of three of the 5 Cand a rins stamps is ca nce ll ed in blu e " Peking/Oct. 5 78." In the lower 
left is th e oval rubbe rsta mped cac het of the se nder , the Pe ruvi a n Legat io n. It went to Sh a nghai 
from Peking , being backsta mped " Sh an ghai Local Post/ D/ Oc 12 78/" with a dark blue circular 
postmark. (Photos by Boutrelle) 

from Peking to Shanghai, brcnusc it is hackstamped the same time of arrival 
in Shanghai on the 12th o{ Octobr1', 1878. 

Complete Sheets Of T he F irst Issue 

Th ese first Largr I) rngon stamps " ·rre printed in sheets o{ 25. I show all 
three denominations in comp lete mint sheets of 25. These arc first settings. 
The dirs arc numbered in order from l to 25 as plated and identified by Dr. Lee. 
The1·r wc1·r se,·eral ]Wintings of each of these three values. Each is also known 
as imperforatr. I display a sheet of the 3 eandarin value, imperforatc sheet 
of 2fi , from th e first setting. 

Th e nrxt sheet shmrn the same 3 candarin imperforate from the second 
settin g. Th e die arrangement is entirely different. EYidently, the dies were 
haphazanlly replaced in thr frame. I have shown the die anangement of the 
second setting in the margin of this sheet. The 3 candarin first printing on 
thi n paper exists in three settings. FiYe of the dies showed signs of wear in 
the first two printings so that the third setting was done in a sheet of 20 stamps 
( 5 x 4 ). The die arrangement is entirely different from the first and second 
settings as sho·wn. 

Th e next sheet shows another example of the same setting of 20 stamps 
from the third setting. Then comes an example of d ie wear, and this is a 
particularly easy example to follow. It is a cliche of 6, showing the develop­
ment of what is known as a "broken face" variety of a 3 candarin Large Dragon 
stamp. The first stamp, which is from the first plate of the first etting, shows 
that the face of the dragon is still complete. As you examine, you notice a 
defect in the printing of the stamp. A white dot appears on the :face. This 
is a wide margin stamp; it is much larger. In the thick paper printing, it is 
much more apparent so that by the first printing on thick paper, this whole 
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cliche " ·as dcfectiYC. In the later printing of the third settin g, it was discarded. 

Varieties 

Th e next scnral pages show multiple pieces of the 1878 issue on thin paper 
in bl ocks of: four of all three Ynlues. Th ere were only two errors known in the 
perforati on of the first Large Dragon stamp. Both of these are listed in the 
Scott and Ma catalogues. Th e~· arc yertical pairs imperforatc between. The 
first pair, one candai·in Yalue is completely imper foratc horizontally . But be­
cause the margins arc so close, I am unable to sa~· definitely that th is is imper­
foratc hori zontall y or just a Yrrtical pair imperforatc between that has been cut 
down. Th e pa ir is in a setting id entifi ed b.v both l_,ee and Hook. Sett ing 
7, cli ches Nos. 15 and 10, or positions 11 and 15 in the sheet. 

'l'h c three cand;win nrtical pair impcrforatc bct\\·ecn the March 18 3 thick 
paper issu e is from setting 12, cli ches 26 and 21, in position 12 and 16. 'l'his 
combination of cli ches is unique to this setting. The brown red shade of the 
above pair is the onl y shade known in this printing. 'l'h e vermilion and orange 
wrm ili on color shades of: the other later printings ar e unknown in this one. 
'!'here arc man~r examples of the 1 candarin Ycrtical pair impcrforate between 
known . RcYcral \\·ere shown at the SIPEX ·w ashington exhibition last year, 
hu t T knO\Y of no other exampl es of the 3 candarin impcrforate between pair 
mention ed in the philatelic literature on Chin a. This first custom stamp was 
issued impcrforatc in two forms. 'l'hc regular stamp \\·as issued as shown here 
in nll three valu es of 1 candarin - Jight green and dark green shade; 3 can­
clarins arnl 5 candar ins and as impcrfora tc proof's of: each of the three. The 
proofs can be distinguished from the issued stamps quite easily by the fact that 
there is an extra circle just below nnd to the left of the dragon in each of the 
three ,·alues. '!'his proof circle " ·as elimin ated in the plate before the stamps 
\Yerc issued. On the issued stamps trnces of this proof circle ca n be seen in 
certain cliches. This is one of the dev ices used to separate one cliche from another. 

Covers 

'l'he covers with stamps of the first issue are rather elu ive and quite hard 
to come by. I have shmn1 several with multiples of the first issue of Large 
Dragon stamps. 'l'h e first shows a strip of three of the 1 cand arin stamp from 
'l'ientsin to Shanghai to the same firm of Messr. Hall and Holtz, as seen pre­
viously. 'l'he reverse shows Shanghai Local Post chop, October 1879, Shanghai 
Local Post. 

Th e next cover is a pair of the 5 candarin with a Tientsin customs chop. 
It went from 'l'icntsin to Edinburgh, Scotland, February 28,1881. 'l'he next 
cover has a 3 candarin on cover from Chinkiang to Shanghai. It was sent to 
the post office in Chinki ang on the 6th of .April 1879, to Shanghai on the 7th 
of .April 1879 . '!'hen, there is a cover with a 3 candarin Chinkiang to Middle­
town, Conn., U.S . .A. On the reverse is a U.S. P ostal .Agency Shanghai .August 
23rd obliteration and a U. S. 5c stamp with a cork obliteration. It was received 
in San Francisco, Calif. on September 17, 18 2. 

Another is a Chinki ang to Shanghai cover chopped with a small Chinkiang 
seal, March 21, 1879 to Shanghai March 25, 1879 . H ere is a cover showing a 
3 canclarin thin paper stamp in a block of six. '!'his is cancelled with a Peking 
seal chop, sent from Peking .Ap ril 12, 1881, to Shanghai .April 18, 1881, and from 
there, on the reverse, a pair of 25 centimes French stamps were affixed and 
cancelled with a boxed "5J04 " cancell ation. 'l'hcy were sent by French paque­
boat to Munich, Germany, and the r eceiYing chop is shown on the reverse. 
This is a rather unusual cover. 
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Fig . 2. The back of a cove r mailed on March 25, 1883 from Pe king to Munich , G e rma ny via the 
Imper ial Maritime Custom Postal Service with a block of nine of the 5 Canda rins " Large Dragon " 
stamps. The only larger multiple piece known is an unused complete pan e of 15 (5x3) . These sta mps 
are the wide-marg in issue. Th e y are ca nce lled fi ve t imes by the oval Pek ing " Seal Chop " in dark blue. 

The three circular postmarks above the stamps are, from left to right : " Custom s/ Shangha i/ 
Mar 30 83" in black ; "l.G. of Customs/ Pe king/ Mar 25 83 " in blue ink ; and " Munc he n B.U ./ 
12 May 8 - 9 Nm. 83 " in b la ck. 

This cover shows a strip of three 1 candarin stamps and a strip of three 3 
candarin stamps, a double-rate coyer from Newchang to Boston, Massachusetts. 
It went from Newchang on September 17, 1881 and received a customs Shanghai 
chop on September 19, 1881. 

On the front is an " IJ Postal Agency " cancel of Shanghai / September 26th 
on a 10 sen Japanese stamp with a cork obliterator. There is also a chop of 
Yokahama/ October 11, 1 81 and San Francisco on October 28th. 

The next coyer shows one 1 candarin and five 5 candarin stamps on a 
coyer from Tientsin to :F'crry Bridge, Yorkshire, England. There is a Tientsin 
small seal chop on the stamps, and various markings between Tientsin and 
England. On the cover front, there are two 35 centimes French stamps with 
a "5104 chop" and a seal chop of Shanghai/ 20 November, 1879. 

Unusual Postmarks 

The next page shows two rather unusual markings on the Large Dragon 
covers. The first is a boxed red chop which reads ''valuable. '' This mark 
probably is a forerunner of the registration service. The next is a small blue 
boxed chop reading "paid." This one bears a 3 candarin and 5 candarin stamp 
with the P eking seal chop on the two tamps. The coYer went from P ekin g to 
Hong Kong. There is a '' Sl'' cancellation on a pair of 8 cent Hong Kong 
stamps, on the front of the cover. These previous covers were all of the first 
issues 1878 thin paper stamps. 
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Fig. 3. The front of the Fig . 2 cover from Peking to Munich, Germany with the block of nine of 
the 5 Candarins "Large Dragon " stamps. The two stamps are France, the Sage Issue , the 25c yellow 
straw and I fr. b,onze g'een st,aw, both cancelled Shangha i April 4, 1883. In the center to the left 
of the address "Munchen" is the small circular "Ligne N/ Paq . No./ April 8, 1883 " postmark in black. 

1882 Issue 

The next type of Large Dragon stamps were issued in 18 2 and are known 
as the wide margin stamps. There were two printings of the 1 candarin wide 
margin issue; one is shown. The d ie arrangements are noted according to Lee 's 
platin g in the COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST and arc marked at the bottom of 
the page. 

The coYers with this \\·ide rnarp;i n issnC' ;ire rath er unusual and are much 
scarcC'r than the first thin paper stamps. The first coyer shown is a cover from 
Ncwchang to E xeter, E ngland, being franked by a pair of the 1 candarin and 
5 candarin stamps. The seal chop is No,·embC'r 23, 1883. Ther e are two French 
25 centime stamps postmarked ''Shangha i, China 5 Deccm ber'' and '' J anuary 
16, 1 84." It was received in Exeter on J anuary 17, 1884. 

Next is a coyer from Ticntsin to Hanoi, Cochin China - now of course, 
North Vietnam - and is franked six 1 candarin stamps cancelled with a large 
Ticntsin chop. It was sent from Ticntsin on January 12, 1884, and was re­
ceived in H anoi, Cochin, China on F ebruary 10, 1884. The next one has a 
pair of 1 candarin and a single 5 candarin stamp on a cover from Tientsin to 
\V estfield, Massachusetts. Ther e i a large seal chop on the stamp, mailed on 
August 30, 1882 and received in vVestfield Massachusetts on October 20 of the 
same year. 

Now, I show a cover from Newchang to Exeter, England with a strip of 
three wide margined 3 candarin stamps. The 3 candarin stamp shows the top 
and bottom selvedge, proving that there are only three verticle rows in this 
setting. It received a Newchang customs chop on November 21, 1882; on the 
front a 30 centime French P eace and Commerce stamp postmarked Shanghai, 
Chi na, 29th ovembcr , 1882. 'l'hc next cover shown is a 3 candarin stamp on 
a cover with th e corner card of the U.S. Consulate in I ngpo. On the reverse 
is a cancellation of th e "U.S. Consulate General/ Shanghai/ October 17, 1882," 
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"Shanghai/Local Post/ October 17, 1882,'' and "the customs Tientsin seal of 
October 25, 1882. '' Then follows a cover from P eking to 1\Iunich, Germany 
bearing a block of the 3 candarin stamps. This coYrr originally carried a 
block of six stamps with the setting as follo,,·s: Positions #23, 13, 18, 5, 4, 19. 
The right Yertical pair has been remo\'ed from th is co,·rr, and I haYe replaced 
it with a similar pair. It mis sent to Peking on May 15, 1882 and arrived in 
l\funich , Germany on July 7, 1882. The datr of issue of the wide margin 
stamps was given as June 1882 b>- l\fr. D . Chow in 1925, but the above coYer 
would indicate that thev were issurd a month earlirr in Mav of 1882. 

The last I show is. the prize cover of my entire coll ection. It is a cover 
from P eking to Munich, German>· bearing a block of nin e 5 candarin wide 
margin stamps, "ith a P eking seal chop (Fig. 2 ) . There is an Inspector 
General customs, P eking March 21, J 3 cancellation, and also a customs Shang­
hai March 30, 1883 chop. On the front arr a Frrnch onr franc and 25 centimes 
stamp, cancelled Shanghai on April 1, 1883. Thrrc is a " Ligne N. P aq. 
chop" on the front dated April 8, 1883 and a l\iunich , Germany cancellation 
of 12 May 1883 (Fig. 3). 

Meeting of April 19, 1967 

Annual Members' Competition 

QuantitatiYely, the1·e was a 30% increase in the number of exhibitors com­
pared to 1966, 40 as against 31 for that year. The standard of excellence of 
most of the exhibits, as usual , was very high, enough to tax the ingenuity and 
knowledge of the judges chaired by Mr. Lawrence L. Shenfield. Assisting him 
in the deliberations were Messrs. Ezra D. Cole, Albert H . Higgins, Louis K. 
Robbins and F. Burton Sellers. 

When President Woodward opened the meeting, his first pleasant duty was 
to present Mrs. Rae D. Ehrenberg with a Certificate of Apprecicttion for her 
usual fine job as Chairman of the hosts during the week of April 17-21 when the 
exhibits were on display. l\irs. Ehrenberg, in turn, presented Certificates to her 
able assistants in this function, Mrs. Ethel B. McCoy, Mrs. Nathaniel Litt and 
l\Ic srs. Solomon Altmann, P aul P. Lindenberg and Vl. K enneth Minuse. 

Certificates of Apprecicition were next tendered by President ·w oodward to 
l\Ir. and Irs. Norman S. Hubbard and to Mr. Alex Rendon for their help in 
mounting the exhibits for the Annual Competition. Speaking for himself, this 
reporter \YOulcl like to commend the man~- fine lo>·al members without \rhose help 
the programs presented during the year, including the annual competit ion, could 
not run smoothlv. 

Foll owing a practice of many >·ears, speciall >' bound copirs of the 1966 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHU ,A'l'ELIS'l' were next presented by Prrsicknt vVood ward to 
Editor Henry M. Goodkind and the members of the Editorial Committee, l\frssrs. 
Solomon Altmann, Ezra D. Cole, Harrison D. S. HaYcrbrck and Philip SilYer. 

During these preliminar:· presentations, an air of hushed cxpectanc>' en­
compassed the members assembled in the second-floor lounge. The tension was 
heightened, when Mr. Shenfield was introduced to re,·eal the results of the 
judges' deliberations. Having been an exhibitor himself on a number of occa­
sion , this reporter can attest to the quickened pulse and hrartbcat as the names 
of the winners are called out. Mr. Shenfield hanclkd his assignment in fine 
professional style. The awards were not me1·ely announced; the fin e points of 
most of the exhibits were mentioned for particular praisr where appropriate. 

Grand Award 

A large, handsome sterling silver Revere bowl, evidence of the first prize, 
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was awarded to Mr. orman S. Hubbard of New York City, New York for his 
display of Nicaragua. This contained early covers, including rare combinations 
in extremely fine condition. So, for the second year in a row, the grand award 
has been won by a resident member, a record of sorts, I am sure. 

6 Awa,rds of Honor 

Six smaller, sterling Revere bowls, all of equal merit, were awarded to the 
following exhibits: 

Covers with stamps from the U11ited States Columbian, Tra11s-Mississippi 
and 1902 issues by Robert S. Breakey, M. D. of Lansing, Michigan. 

Mulready One Pe1111y envelopes and wrappers used in Irela11d by J. E. 
Foley of Livingston, New Jersey. 

India- Scinde District Dak by Harrison D. S. Haverbeck of Bernardsville, 
ew J ersey. 

Uruguay air mail by Nathaniel Litt of New York City, New York 
Classics of Fern, 1857 to 1873 by John F. Rider of New York City, New York. 
Commonwealth of Australia air mail - forerunner adhesives and markings 

by Col. Leonard H. Smith, Jr. of Clearwater, Florida. 

Certificates of Merit 

Thirteen exhibits were awarded certificates as follows: 

Bolivia, Buenos Aires, Brazil by Max H. Bass of Great Neck, New York. 
Bosnia and H erzegovina - Austrian and Hungarian occupation of 1818 by 

John F. Connor of ew York City, New York. 
Bishop Marks - Great Britai11, Scotland, Irelctnd, U. S., Canada by M. C. 

Dillingham of Olympic Valley, California. 
I taly - Offices Abroad by Domenico Facci of New York City, New York. 
Postal history of Canada's registry system, 1827-1885 by Horace W . Har­

rison of Owings Mills, Maryland. 
The largest known postage stamps - the 1905-1914 special delivery stamps 

of China by Warren G. Kauder l\1. D. of Newark, Tew J ersey. 
Colombici-The first (1868) and second (1869) iswes of the State of An­

tioquia by John N. Myer of New York City, New York. 
1848 U.S. retaliatory rate against England - cause and effect by John R. 

Norbeck of Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
New Z ealand - full Queen two pence, Plcite 1, 1855-1865 by Robert P. 

Odenweller of Glen Cove, New York. 
Ecirly Conn ecticut covers by Ralph G. Poriss of Scottsdale, Arizona. 
Bolivia - postal markings of two capitals, 1825-1867 by Alex Rendon of 

Long Island City, New York. 
British Cameroons by Kenneth Roberts of New York City, New York. 
United States - essays, proofs and finished stamps, series of 1861 by Ru­

dolf G. Wunderlach of Ossining, ew York. 

Other Exhibits 

B ernmda-George V high values-Mrs. John L. Ahbe, New York City, 
New York. 

Sag Harbor stampless covers, whaling covers and 183,4 rate problenis -
Daniel F . Beixedon, Sag Harbor, New York. 

Fran ce (Scott No. S1) on cover - a stamp for Spanish refugees - Miss R. 
Renee Bowden, Washington, D. C. 

Canal Zone die proofs and artists' sketches - Edward S. Conger, Washing­
ton, D. C. 
238 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. 46, NO. 4 
U11ited States parcel post - letter covers, selected pages - F. W. Doolittle, 
Jr., Phoenix, Maryland. 

Switzerland postage due t£Sage - Werner K. Elias, Jamaica, New York. 
Norse-America11 issiw of the United States, stmnps and covers -Melvin 

Getlan, Scarsdale, New York. 
The United States Be bicolor, 1954 regulcir issue, rotary and flatb ed print­

ing - Laurence S. Gifford, Delmar, New York. 
Saudi Arabia - Jacob J . Greenwald, 'Wilmington, Delaware. 
Stamps and covers pertaining to Scadta air mail services in the R epublic of 

Ecuador - Leo John Harris, Washington, D. C. 
''Royal Childre11 '' - Miss Viola Ilma, New York City, New York. 
"Oswiecim through philately" - W. Kolakowski , Great Neck, New York. 
Medicine companies advertising cards with the United States medicine 

1·evenue stamps as well as their provisional propriefory stamps - Mathias Koref, 
New York City, New York. 

J{inder post. - Mrs. Nathaniel Litt, New York City, New York. 
Specialized collection on the U.S . 1c 1861 issiw - Lawrence G. Mills, Malone, 

New York. 
''Portraits of a lady'' - the Stattle of Liberty ori stamps - Mrs. Ralph G. 

Poriss, Scottsdale, Arizona. 
U. S. Trarisf er Office cancels. the trans[ er Office, a part of the Railway Post 

Office, plays ari important role - William F. Rapp, Crete, Nebraska. 
Liechtenstein, Official stamps ori and off cover - Edward vV. Trench , New 

York City, New York. 
Postal markings of Spain, selected pnges of the pre-adhesive period, 1717 

to 1850 - Theodore Van Dam, New York City, New York. 
Haiti, the Salomon issue, 1887 - F . B. Sellers, Tarrytown, New York (not 

for competition ) . 
The diversity in the collecting interests of the members of th e Co1lectors 

Club never ceases to amaze. As can be seen from this r eport, the collections 
exhibited run the gamut from th e more classical type to the most obscure spe­
cialization. But, a Yisit to the exhibit room during the " ·eek of the showing, is 
always productiYe of a pl easa nt surprise. 'rhcrefore, th is is an invitation to all 
members, resident as \\·ell as non-resident, to begin preparations now for 1968. 
vVe would like to r eturn to a situation where all of the fifty-two frames of the 
Club will be fill ed. (P. S.) 

Annual Awards Dinner 

May 10, 1967 

On May 10th, following a custom of past years, the Collectors Club Awards 
Dinner 'ms held at the Tavern-On-The Green in Central Park, New York City. 

The members, th eir wives and guests were welcomed by President H erbert 
P. \Vood\\·ard. Mr. Philip Sih·er, Vice President, acted as Master of Ceremonies 
in the introduction of the seYeral persons honored at this dinner. 

The Collectors Club Medal for the Best Program giYen at the Club during 
1966 had been voted to Mr. Kurt Adl er, Chorusmaster and Conductor of the 
world-famous Metropolitan Opera. Mr. Adler being on tour with the opera 
company in New Orleans, La., th e medal was presented to Mr. Adler 's wife by 
Mr. Herbert Bloch, co-chairman of the Program Committee. It can be r eported 
that Mrs. Adler is as gracious as her husband is knowledgeable about Russian 
philately and classical music. 

Next, Certificates of Honorcible Mention for their 1966 programs at the 
Collectors Club wer e presented, in absentia, by l\Ir. Silver to Mr. Harold E. 
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Top Row: (Left): President Herbert P. Woodward presenting the " Lichtenstein Memorial Medal­
lion " to the 1967 recipient, Mr. John R. Boker, Jr. ; (Right) : Mrs. Kurt Ad ler acceptin g the " 1967 
Collectors Club Medal" for the best 1966 program in the absence of her husband from Mr. Herbert 
J. Bloch. Bottom Row : (Left): Mr. Harrison D. S. Haverbeck handing Mr. John J. Br itt 's "Cer­
tificate of Honorary Membershi p" to Mr. Henry M. Goodkind, who acce pted it in Mr. Britt's 
absence ; (Right) : Mr. Bernard D. Harm er handing to Mr. Robe rt L. Graham , Jr. (right) hi s 
"Certificate of Honorary Membership." 

Levitt of Pacific Palisades, California for his outstandin g showing of: Hawaii , 
and to l\Ir. Myron E. Steczynski of Chicago, Illinois for his informative pro0 -ram 
on the Cracow Issues of Poland. 

I-IonorarJ- memberships had been voted to sevei-al members of the Club dur­
ing the past few year . It was the decision of the Board of Governors to present 
hand-engrossed, leather-bound certifi cates to the e recipients at the A wards 
Dinner of l\Iay 10th. 'fhe first of these certificates was presented to Mr. John 
J. Britt by his long-time fr iend, Mr. Harrison D. S. Haverbeck. l\Ir. Britt had 
served the Collectors Club as President from 1953 to 1954, as Trustee from 1957 
to 1965 and as Governor from 1947 to 1966. 

The second was presented b:' l<;clitor Hmn· 1\1. Gooclkin cl, to Lt. Gen. Cor­
nelius \V. Wickersham. General Wi ckersham had se1·,·ed th e Collectors Cluh as 
President from 1956 to 1957 an las Uovernor from 1950 to 1957. Unfortunatel.'-, 
neither Mr. Britt nor General vVickersham could attend the dinner because of: 
prior commitments, but their nam es \\·hen read , received \\·ell-m erited applause. 
Mr. Harry L. Lindquist was asked b:· l\Ir. Goodkin d to accept General \Yickcr­
sham ·s certificate. 

fr. Bernard D. Harmer then made the final presentation of one of: the e 
illuminated certificates on parchment of Hononu-.v l\Iembership to l\Ir. Robert L. 
Graham, Jr. In the certificate of honorar:· memhe1·ship, )lr. Graham, counsel to 
the Collectors Club was memorialized for ser\'ices as President of the Club from 
1943 to 1945, Trustee from 1947 to 1950 and Go\'en1or [or two non-consecutive 
periods: 1940 to 1950 and 1962 to 1967. Replyi ng· to the applause of the audi­
ence, Mr. Graham stated it was an honor fo l' him to Jww been in a position 
where he could render service to the Collectors Club. 
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(Left) : Mr. John R. Boke r, Jr. spea ki ng a ft e r rec eivi ng t he 1967 "Alfr ed F. Lic hte nstei n Me morial 
Award " ; (Right) : Vice Presid e nt, Ph ilip Silver , t he Maste r of C e re mon ies, who ha d arrange d the 
entire Ma y 10, 1967 d inn e r a s we ll as pre pa ring the thre e "C e rtificate s of Honora ry Me mbersh ip." 
(Photographs by Boutrelle). 

Before pl'oceeding to the presentation of the Alfred F' . Lichtenstein Memo­
rial A ward to Mr. John R. Boker, Jr., the 1967 recipient of that medal, Mr. Silver 
read congratulatory messages to :Mr. Boker from Mrs. Loui e Boyd Dale, herself 
a former recipient of the Alfred F'. Lichtenstein Memorial Award, and from 
Mr. William E. Lea of London, England, Mr. and Mrs. Stanley R. Ri ce and 
Mr. J acob Glaser of New York, P ast President of the Collectors Club. 

PreYious recipients of the Alfred F'. Lichtenstein jj{emorial Award, Messrs. 
\Vinthrop S. Boggs, H enry M. Goodkind, Harrison D. S. H averbeck and Harry 
h Lindquist, were present at the dinner and were asked to stand for a moment 
of well-desened recognition. 

The Lichtenstein Memorial Award 

Then, Mr. Philip Silver called upon President Woodward to make the 
presentation of the 1967 Lichtenstein medal to Mr. Boker . We take the liberty 
to quote President Woodward's closing remarks which, in the form of a citation, 
were, in effect, a catalogue of the reasons why Mr. Boker was named the recipient 
of the medal : 

J ohn R. B oker, Jr. : 

''Distinguished philatelist ; student, collector, lecturer, author, exhibitor, and 
fellow of international philately; "\vise, discerning, and respected international 
jurist, friend of philately and philatelist·; one-time Expert and Trustee of the 
Philatelic F oundation, one-time Governor, President, and Trustee of the Col­
lectors Club ; scholar, humanist and gentl eman ; I now have the honor, by unani­
mous recommendation of the Governors of the Collectors Club, herewith to 
241 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. 46, NO. 4 
present to you the Alfred F. Lichtenstein Memorial Award in recognition of 
your consumate serYices to philately and this Club.'' 

Replying, Mr. Boker spoke first the usu al words of appreciation. Then, 
touch ing all bases, he ranged OYer a lrnost the entire philatelic horizon, noting 
wh at " ·as good and ''"hat was bad in his opinion. Mr. Boker is an articulate 
person, who speaks his mind forthrightly; the audience was treated to a rare 
d iscourse that " ·as informatiYe, witty and penetrating. 

Praise, where is " ·as deserYed, was bestowed on those who, in Mr. Boker 's 
opinion, had been instrumental in acl1ieYing for ph il ~1tcl y the high status it 
enjo:vs today. Singled out were the late Mr. Bdwin :Muell er, a man who was, 
u nfortunately, too far in adrnnce of his time to rccci,·c his proper recognition. 
Praise was also heaped upon l\Ir. H erbert J. Bloch , who 1\[r. Boker considers one 
of the most knO\Yleclgeable philatelists in the world. Mr. Boker emphasized that 
Mr. Bloch had helped him chann el his O\rn energirs into productive and in­
teresting philatelic fields . Last but not least, Mr. Boker referred to Mr. Harry 
L . Lindquist as one of the" giants" of Am erica n philatrl~' · 

It is a measure of the man th at NJ r. Boker heaped fulsome praise on others. 
But l1 is own accomplishm ents so well delineated in President ·woodward 's "cita­
tion" are testimonials and crcdrntials for Mr. Boker " ·hi ch lend weight to Teasons 
why he was honored with the Alfred Ji'. Lichtenstein Memorial Award. (P. S.) 

Meeting of May 3, 1967 

A. P. S. Display of the Mexican's Counterfeits 

One may paraphrase '' A Funny Thing Happened on the W ay to the 
Forum " to " A :F'unny Thing H appened to the Informal Roundtable Meeting." 

Last March, during the Interpex Stamp Show at the Hotel Am ericana, 
Col. James T. De Voss, Executive Secretary of the American Philatelic Society, 
and a longt ime Collectors Club member, was chatting with Mr. Philip Silver, 
Program Co-Chairman, and this reporter. Col. D eVoss mention ed that the 
Club 's 1967 program of meetings had scheduled for May 3, 1967: ''Informal 
round table. United States, Asia, Latin America.'' 

Then , he suggested that as a part of the Latin .American discussion, he would 
be pl eased to come to New York City from State College, P enn a. and bring with 
him some of the material he had purchased a few months before in Merida, 
Mexico from the counterfeiter , R. De Thuin, to display and discuss. 

:Mr. Silver enthusiastically accepted Col. De-Voss' offer as a potentially 
excellent added attraction. 

'l'h e result was that when May 3rd arrived, tl1c added attraction became 
both the main and sole feature of the meeting, replacing the originally-pro­
grammed informal roundtable discussions on United States, Asia and Latin 
America. 

Col. De Voss, accompanied by Col. Joseph Sousa, the .Assi tant Executive 
Secretary of the A. P. S., brought to 22 E ast 35th Street, 60 pages showing 
counterfeit stamps, faked covers and working material that this Mexican phil­
atelic counterfeiter had used during his more than 30 years in Latin America. 
Col. D e Voss noted that this marked the first time that all of De Thuin 's working 
models and sketches had been on public exhibit. 

The meeting room was filled to near capacity. For the first time in many 
years, one of our veteran members was in the audience - the well-known 
London professional, Mr. Robson Lowe. 
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The Background 

Col. De Voss prefaced his remarks by saying that he had decided to relate 
the background of this counterfeiting story, and then speak about the actual 
ewnts in Merida, Mexico in December, 1966. Finally, he would describe in 
detail this Raoul De Thuin, a very strange and extraordinary man. 

The counterfeiter was Belgian-born , and while relating his life story, spoke 
about an adventurous career in Europe. He came to Honduras around 1930, 
worked with some stamp people there and then mo,·ed to Mexico. There he 
operated as a stamp dealer under many diffe1·ent names. He joined some Amer­
ican stamp societies and used their mem hership lists for soliciting business. 

It was not long before the fraudulent nature of much of the material he was 
offel'ing for sale " ·as discovered b.'' mature collectors and dealers as far back as 
in the mid 1930 's. 

Then, the long history of the attempts made by philatelists to stop this 
operator from using the mails \\'aS related by Col. DeVoss. Years ago, a U.S. 
Post Office fraud order was issued, hut the counterfeiter changed his firm's 
name. Nothing was able to stop his "business transactions." 

Finally, through information recei,·ed from another Collectors Club member, 
1\Ir. Jam es H. Beal of Warren, Ohio, a longtime specialist in Mexican philately, 
Col. De Voss got word that De Thuin was open to some proposition of "cease and 
desisting " for an agreed financial remun eration. Secretly, plans were put in 
motion and the A. P. S. was willing· to have Col. DeVoss, along with Mr. James 
Beal, negotiate with the Mexican counterfeiter. (Mr. Beal also had come here 
for the May 3rd meeting. ) 

The story need not be repeated here, because both the regular press and the 
stamps papers have published this story in great detail along with some em­
bellishment; this is not unusual, because our newspapers know practically 
nothing about philately. Even CBS's \Valter Cronkite's Evening News Show 
carried an account on this popular TV program. 

The Man 

Col. DcVoss visited this 1\Iexican counterfeiter in his combined office-home 
for four days during December, 1966, which finally culminated in the A. P. S. 's 
purchase of De Thuin 's entire '·business." As Col. De Voss explained during 
his long career with the U.S. Army, he had met many colorful people, and had 
had some equally interesting experiences. But neYer had he dealt with a more 
colorful character than this 1\[exican stamp counterfeiter, who was able to operate 
within the law, because in 1\Iex ico it is onl:- illegal if one counterfeits cunent 
stamps and currency. 

Using the precedent of about a decade ago with the European counter­
feiter, J ean De Sperati and the British Philatelic Association, the A. P. S. now 
also plans a book on De Thuin 's products as the B. P.A. did with its Sperati 
book. In view of this future planned publication of the A. P . S., no itemization 
of the material shown here on May 3rd need be done. 

The material was on view. It was not commented upon by Col. DeVoss nor 
Mr. Beal. Instead, the members carefully studied it before and after the formal 
part of the meeting. 

As he was speaking, Col. D e Voss showed and then passed among the audience 
a number of photographs he had taken during his 4-day stay in Merida, Mexico. 
Also, he displayed and then passed along for those in attendance to examin e 
more closely, the tools that D e Thuin had used to counterfeit his perforations. 

His method of operating was carefully schemed. De Thuin had established 
credit with some reputable New York City auction houses. He would ask to 
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view certain lots before the sale. This permitted him to study carefully genuine 
stamps and coYers. Sometimes, he e\·en pm·chased a valuable stamp or cover to 
he used as a later model. 

His auction purchases :from New York stamp dcalrrs, howeYcr, \Yere the 
]argc lots at the end of the sale. H c1·c, he " ·as ahlc to buy quantities of in­
cxpcnsi\·e basic stamps on \Yhich he would apply counterfeit overprints. Also, 
he bought large lots with stampless coYers, on \Yhi ch he later could fraudulentl~r 
affix stamps and hit with one of his fake cancelling clc\·icrs. 

The Question and Answer Period 

Most of the questions asked, after Col. De Voss had concluded his talk, were 
very pertinent. Also, they \\·ere of the type that many people had in mind in 
an unusual e\·ent as this. 

The counterfeiter had signed a contract promising to retire from business. 
Col. DcVoss explain ed that De Thuin now is an old man in his late 70 's. One 
qurstionr1· wantrd to know that in Yirw of the charactrr of Dr Thui.n, how could 
one he assutecl that he \\·oulcl not commence operating again in some other 
coun trv ? 

Col. DeVoss ans,rered that there is no positiYc assumnce that this part of 
the \\Tittcn agrrrrnent would not be broken. But it seemed unlikely, because 
De 'l'huin gaYC physical eY id rncr of a slowing clown clue to his age and his 
anxiet~r to permanently retire as ''a stamp dealer.'' 

l\rr. H erbert ,T. Bloch qurstionrd whrther "the gamr was worth the candle." 
As an expcriencrd exprrt, l\rr. Bloch believed that this 1\'Icxican's imi tations 
were not well executed, and also that they never fooled any competent philatelic 
authority. The only ones capable of being clcceiYed were inexperienced collectors 
and dealers. 

In view of the fact that De Thuin 's work is not as deceiving as that of 
Sperati and other well-known forgers of philatelic material, Mr. Bloch inquired 
about the significant philatelic contribution that a book about this Mexican 
could offer. 

In reply, the A. P. S. Executive Secretary conceded that De Thuin did not 
deceive very many philatelic experts. Among the 10 cartons of material re­
criYe<l in Merida, Mexico, was a large number of Philatdi.c Foundation Expert 
Committee's certificates. All were on its buff-color paper, those opining that 
the specific patient was not genuinr. 

On the other hand, a few yrars ago De Tlrnin g·ot possession of a good 19th 
century collection of Mexico. Ile made a sprcial trip to Bngland and contracted 
with a London stamp firm to sell this collection at auction. A sale catalogue 
\YaS printed and distributed. Upon receipt, some keen 1\Iexican specialists, such 
as Mr. J ames H. Beal, spotted Yarious counterfeits and fake material. 'l'he 
upshot was that the entire sale \\·as cancelled, and the material never sold. 

Col. De Voss held up De Thuin 's personally marked London auction cata­
logue of this sale. In red, the counterfeiter had indicated for his own records 
all those fraudulent items of his manufacture that he had added to the original 
collection he had secured. This docs give evidence that some top-flight philate­
lists, on occasion, were fooled. 

Also, the invoices, correspondence and office records that De Thuin turned 
owr to the A. P. S., according to Col. DeVoss' rough estimate, how that during 
his years of fraudulent operation had come close to making one million dollars 
of sales. 

After the meeting had been formaJly declared adjourned, a Ycry significant 
event was observed. Seldom do we remember the meeting room clearing out 
slower. Most of the large attendance stayed to more closely Yiew the material 
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in the frames and privately discuss it. 
Furthermore, Col. De Voss had brought along some of the metal cliches from 

which the counterfeiter had made some of his stamps and postmarks. Many 
people were curious about them and stayed after the meeting more closely to 
inspect them. 

What happened to the originally announced '' informal round table ''? 
Time never permitted it to get started. No one, however, seemed to object. Col. 
J ames T. DeVoss with an assist from James Beal had put on a great show. 

(H. M. G.) 

Meeting of May 17, 1967 

W reek Covers 

1\Ir. Edwin Mayer, the first president of the Postal History Society of the 
Americas in 1957 and now its Honorary President, spoke as follows about his 
exhibit: 

"My interest in Wreck Covers began while I was collecting stampless and 
pre-adhesive covers of the United States. In a group of covers acquired by me 
from a missionary society business client, there was a cover handstamped ' Saved 
from the "'Wreck of the Cleopatra.' Seeking information, in the Collectors Club 
library I found 'A History of Wreck Cm·ers' by A. E. Hopkins and the book 
related the story of 'the Cleopatra. ' 

"I wrote to the late Major Adrian E. Hopkins at Bath, England and en­
closed a photograph of my cover. Thus, began an interchange of correspondence 
and ultimately the meeting with Major Hopkins when he came to New York with 
his family to attend and exhibit at FIPEX in 1956. This beloved gentleman 
plagued me incessantly for my 'Cleopatra' cover. When in 1960, Mrs. Mayer 
and I attended the international stamp show in London, Mrs. Mayer pnrniled 
upon me to let Major Hopkins have the cover, and simultaneously I acquired a 
number of duplicates from his vast collection. These form the nucleus of what 
I am showing tonight. 

'' The most part of the information and research on th e covers saved from 
wrecked ships, is not my work, but is taken from research of 1\Iajor Hopkins. In 
fact, some of the coYers exhibited arc described in his book, 'A History of vVreck 
CoYers.' 

" Envelopes or coYers salvaged from wrecked ships have a fascination all 
their own, if only for the visions they conjure up of heroism and the saving of life 
under appalling conditions. In many cases, the name o-f' the ship from which the 
mail has been recovered is shown in a special cachet either handstamped, written 
or pasted on the mailing piece. Of course, most of the mail recovered shows re­
sults of submersion in water with consequent loss of adhesives. 

''From ship mail, the next step is recovery from downed aircraft, (crash 
covers), recovery from wrecked trains or other casualties. 

Shipwreck Covers Shown 

Saved from the wreck of the ''Ava,'' wrecked off the coast of Ceylon, F ebruary 
16, 1858. 
Saved from the wreck of the ''Colombo,'' wrecked on Mini coy Island in the 
Indian Ocean, November 19, 1862. 
Recovered from wreck of the '' Carnatic,'' wrecked off Shadwan Island in the 
Gulf of Suez, September 13, 1869. 
Sinking of Cunard Line "Oregon,'' lost off Fire Island, New York, March 14, 
1886. 
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S.S. "Bergensercn." Mailbag \\·ashed awa.'· in the Haughton RiYcr n0ar An­
notto Bay, Jamaica, :F'cbruar.v 18, 1890. 
Saved from wreck of S.S. " Eider," w1 ·0ckcd on ~\ therficld ledge near St. 
Catherine's Point, Isle of Wight, J amrn.1._,. 31, 1892. 
Recovered from wreck of "i\Icx iean, ., sunk in collision off Table Bay, South 
Africa, April 5, 1900. 
Saved from the wreck of the ''Cairo,·· \Hecked at .Alexandria, Egypt harbor, 
February, 1905. 
Saved from "S.S. J ebba," wrecked on Devon, England shore, March 18, 1907. 
Accident at sea "Mongolia," sunk b)r mine 58 miles off Bombay, India, June 23, 
1917. 
Recovered from "S. S. Tahiti ," lost at sea and sunk 460 miles from Rarotonga, 
New Zealand, August 18, 1930. 
Two World ·w ar II covers from torpedoed ships 1940. 
On cover " Damaged as a result of rnrm)- fiction" Srptcmber 20, 1941. 
Two covers R.M.S. "Nascopie" wrecked at Cape Dorset, Canadian Arctic, July 
22, 1947. 

Crash Covers 

Various Airplane Wreck coYers from 1927 to American Airlines Astrojet 707 at 
Boston 's Logan International Airport, September 24, 1961. 
1967 PROGRAM OF MEETINGS 
Meetings convene a t 8 p. m. 

Summer Recess 

September 20th - Great Britain - The beginning of adhesive labels , 
the Treasury competition, R ainbow trials , the first 
stamps, A rcher perforations, unusual covers, rarities. 
-Wallace W. Knox, Esq., Oakland, California 

October 4th - R esearch night 
The following have qualified for membership in The Collectors Club and 
have been duly elected by the Board of Governors: 

5210 A. R. Butler, ·w atford, England. Collects Australasia. 
5211 Solomon A. Pinchot, Englewood, N. J. Collects United States, France 

and colonies. 
5212 Lincoln i\I. Zonn, New York, N. Y. Collects United States, general foreign. 
5213 Gilbert H. Rubenstein, Fairlawn, N. J. Collects United States, South 

America, Central America, lhance. 
5214 Louis Getoff, Southold, N. Y. Collects United States. 
G215 John T. Gotjen, Warren, RI. Collects United States, British Empire. 
5216 Silvio Gamacchio, Lima, P eru. Collects Air Mail, Peru, Italy, Rhodesia. 
5217 Louis Grunin, Spring Valey, N. l. Collects United States. 
5218 Mrs. Charles E. Kilbourne, Schenectady, . Y. Collects Confederate 

States, United States advertising coYers. 
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5219 Charles E . Kilbourne, Schenectady, N. Y. Collects Confederate States, 
United States advertising covers. 

5220 Clifford A. Moss, San Francisco, Calif. Collects United States, Japan. 
5221 Fred W. Speers, Escondido, Calif. Collects Imperial Russia, ZemstYos, 

Soviet Air Mail. 
5222 Luis G. Miranda, Mexico D. F., Mexico. Collects Far East, I,atin Ameri­

ca, Topicals. 

The Library Committee reports the acquisition of the following: 

The United States Postage Starnps of the 19th Centilry, Volume II, by Lester G. 
Brookman. H . L. Lindquist Publications, Inc., New York, N. Y. 1966. 336 
pages. Illustrated. Clothbound. Courtesy of the publisher. 

1'he United States Postage Stamps of the 19th Century, Volume III, by Lester 
G. Broolanan. H. I,. Lindquist Publications, Inc., New York, N. Y. 1967. 
272 pages. Illustrated. Clothbound. Comtcsy of the publisher. 

1'he First Decimal Issue of Canada 1859-68 by Geoffrey Vlhitworth. Published 
by the Royal Philatelic Society, London, England. 1966. 95 pages. Il­

lustrated. Bristol cover. Courtesy of the publisher. 
1'he Cherry Blossom I ssues of J apan 1872-1876 by Dr. S. Ichida. Published by 

All Japan Philatelic F ederation, Tokyo, Japan. 1965. 335 pages. Il­
lustrated. Clothbound. Gift of the author. 

Stamps of Italy Used Abroad, Part Five, by S. D. Tchilinghirian and Rag. R. 
Bernardclli. Harris Publications Limited, London, England. 1967. 80 
pages. Illustrated. Paperbound. Gift of the authors. 

Le Crociere A erea Italiana by Aldo Alonge. Reprint from Filatelia Italiana, 
Rome. 1966. 22 pages. Illustrated. Italian text. Paperbound. Gift of 
Mr. Henry M. Goodkind. 

A Dutch Posthorn. Gift of Margot and Nathaniel Litt. 
All Us Through the 111agnifying Glass by B. Leslie Barker. Published b~r the 

author, Lincoln, England. 1955. 24 pages. Illustrated. Paperbound. 
Gift of Margot and Nathaniel Litt. 

Documents Philateliques, Paris, France. Numbers 1-20, 1959-64. Bound vol­
ume. Gift of Mr. Robert G. Stone. 

1967 Supplementary Sheets for Campbell Pciterson's Loose-leaf Catalogue. 
Campbell Paterson Ltd., Auckland New Zealand. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Sonderpostmarke 10. Eiiropagesprach der Stadt Wien 1967. Edited and pub­
lished by the Austrian Postal Administration, Vienna. 1967. 32 pages 
Illustrated. German text. Paperbound. Gift of Mr. H erbert J. Bloch. 
(see p. 248 ) 

Z eheri Catalogiw for Postage Stamps of Egypt, U. A. R. and the Stlclan 1967. 
Edited by Mehanny Eid. Published by the Philatelic Society of Egypt, 
Cairo, Egypt. 377 pages. Illustrated. Paperbound. Gift of Mrs. George 
L. Lee. 

1'he Random II ouse Dictionary of the English-Langiiage. Random House, N. Y. 
1967. Gift of Mrs. Charles l\I. Pritchett. 

Worldwide Watermarks and Perforations by Ervin J. Felix. 'Whitman Pub­
lishing Company, Racine, Wisconsin. 1966. 246 pages. Illustrated. Cloth­
bound. Gift of Mr. CalYert l\'L Hahn. 

L et's Collect Stamps by Ervin J. Felix. "Whitman Publishing Company, Racine, 
Wisconsin. 1966. 63 pages. Illustrated. Paperbound. Gift of Mr. Cal­
vct M. Hahn. 

A Catalogue of N ew H ebrides Stmnps, Forenlmiers, Fllkes, Fanfosies, Condo­
minium Issiies to 1941 by I athan Hals. 12 pages. Manuscript. Gift of 
the author. 
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A Specialised Priced Catalogue of I ndian Stctrnps. Edited and published by 
Jal Cooper, F .R.G.S., Bombay, India. 1967. 101 pages. Illustrated. Pa­
perbound. Courtesy of the publisher. 

A Priced Catalogue of" Post-I ndependence" Indian Starnps (1947-1966) . Ed­
ited and published by Jal Cooper, F.R.G.S., Bombay, India. 1967. 36 
pages. Ilustrated. Paperbound. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Die Briefmarken von J(elantan by Birger Nordenvall. Heft 30 der Schriften­
reihe Neues Handbuch der Briefmarkenkunde, Franld'urt am Main. 1967. 
16 pages. Illustrated. German. Paperbound. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Pruebas y Ensayos, Buenos Aires, Republica Argentina. Numbers 1 and 2, 1941. 
Gift of Mr. Alex Rendon. 

Die Briefrnarken der Leeward-Inseln by Hans von Rudolphi and Karl K. vVolter. 
Heft 32 der Schriftenreihe Neues Handbuch der Briefmarkenkunde, Frank­
furt am Main. 1967. 26 pages. Illustrated. German text. Paperbound. 
Courtesy of the publisher. 

The Postal Taxes in Greece from the Foundation of the Greek Posts · (1829) 
until 1900. Edited and published by Moses C. Constantinis, Athens, Greece. 
1967. 28 pages. Greek text. Paperbound. Gift of the author. 

AMPIIILEX 67 Catalogue. International Exhibition, Amsterdam, Netherlands. 
May 1967. Gift of Mr. Paul P. Lindenberg. 

The Tapling Collection of Postage and T elegraph Stamps and Postal Stationery 
by J ames A. Mackay. Published by the Trustees of the British Museum, 
London, England. 1964. 53 pages. Illustrated. Paperbound. Gift of 
Mr. Paul P. Lindenberg. 

Magyar B elyegek Arjegyzeke 1967. Published by Filatelia Vallalat, Budapest, 
Hungary. 280 pages. Illustrated. Hungarian text. Paperbound. Gift 
of Dr. Leslie A. Garay. 

COMPEX 1967 Catalogue. Tenth Anniversary Exhibition, Chicago. Gift of 
Dr. James J. Matejka, Jr. 

Gerrnany's Post-War Local Post Issues : 1945-48 by Fred S. Wolfe. Published 
by the American Philatelic Society, Inc., State College, Penna. 1964. 48 
pages. Illustrated. Bristol stock cover. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Characteristics of Genuine Japan ese Starnps Cherry Blossom Issues of 1872-1876 
by Varro E. Tyler, Jr. Reprint from the S.P.A. Journal. 38 pages. Il­
lustrated. Paperbound. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Drugs and Pharrnacy on Stamps by George Griffcnhagen. American Topical 
Association, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 1967. 95 pages. Illustrated. Paper­
bound. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Philatelic Congress of Great Britain Year Book 1967. 106 pages. Clothbound. 
Gift of Mr. Nathaniel Litt. 

Nathaniel Jocelyn 1796-1881 by Foster Wild Rice. Published by the Connecticut 
Historical Society, Hartford, Conn. 1966. 48 pages. Illustrated. Paper­
bound. Gift of the author. 

The First U.S. Oval Postage Meters . Edited and published by R. T. Needels, 
Akron, Ohio. 1966. 45 pages. Illustrated. Ring binder. Paper cover. 
Gift of the author. 

Freemasonery in Philately by Robert A. Domingue. 127 pages. Manuscript. 
Gift of the author. 

F ezzan-Ghadarnes : A Modern Philatelic Mystery by Marvin Taub. Reprint 
from the American Philatelist. 1964. 28 pages. Illustrated. Paper­
bound. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Stanley Stearns, U.S. Duck Starnp Designer by James M. Chemi. American 
Philatelic Society, Inc., State College, Penna. 1966. 12 pages. Illus­
trated. Bristol stock cover. Courtesy of the publisher. 
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Costa Rica Cr11/ e11ario de la Pri111 em E111isio11 Postal bY Freel O'Nei ll. Second 
Edition . ,.\ sociacion l•' ilatelica de Costa Rica , San' J·ose. Costa Rica. l 9fi6 . 
. -> 8 pages. JllnstTnte<l. Rpm1ish text. Pnperhonnd . <:ift of Mr. Henr.\· :.\I. 
( :oo(lkind . 

P urchased by the Library: 

Die l'ostzen.rnr Ha11dlmch Ill/cl Kataluu, Vols. r and II, b,v Karl Kurt ·woltl'l'. 
Pnblished b:· (:eorg .Anim , Nurnberg, German:-. 1965-1966. 30-l pnµ:cs. 
TllnstTate(l. Ge l'm a n texL Clothbound. 

Gift s were rece ived a lso from: 

'l' li r \\'om en ·s Philateli c Soriefl·. ~]pss1·s .. \dri rn Boutrelle, Robert 0. Stone :rn cl 
( 'ol. h·onnnl JI. Smith , .fr. · 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 K\S'l' 35n-i STREET, NEW Yomc, N . Y . 10016 

196i Off il'C'I'> 

Herber t P. Woodward .......... ... ..... - ................... ......... .. President 
Philip SiJ,•er .................................................................. ...... Vice-President 
F. Burton Sellers .... ............ .......................... ......... .. ................. Secretary 
11 O\\'lll'\l n. L ee ..... ....... . .T re l/ s11 rer 

Governors 

Class of 1968 (' /a ss oj 196.? Class of 1967 
[-I. J. Bloch 
J. R. Boker, Jr. 
Mrs. L. B. Dale 

E. D. Cole 
F. B. Sellers 
P. Silver 

:\[rs . R. ]l. 8l1rc11bcrg 
H. l\L Gooclkincl 

R. L. Graham, Jr. 
A.. H. Higgins 

I. M. Yarry, D. D.S. 
Howard B. L ee 

IL D. S. Haverbcck 
:\'. 8. Hubbanl 
:\I. G. 0 'Reilly 

H. P. Woodward S. R. Rice 

Trustees 

:\[rs. Loui se B. Dale Henry :\I. Goodkind I-L D. S. Haverbeck 
BACK NUMBERS OF THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
Du e to a skad.'· demand for back numbers of this magazine, man:· 

old issues at'C' no longer aYai l11blc. A list of those on hand appears on 
P11ge 221 in this number. 

Many back numbers on this list arc in wr;' short suppl~- , onl:· one or 
t\\'O copies still being in stock. Anyone planning to fill in his file shoukl 
check this and order now. 
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i  
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!

•

!•llllllllllllltlllllllllllllCllllllllllllltllllllllllllltllllllllllllltllllllllllllltllllllllllllltllllllllllllltllllllllllllltlllllllllllllCllllllllllllltllllllllllllltlllllllllllllClllllllllllllC•!• 

~ ~ 

~ A CHANGE ~ 

 O~":~~~~=:--- I
g § 

 :o~:O my•:::d :: ~:::g p::~;;::~· a macket- at Publ;c and I 
~ ~  Private Sale - for specialized and general stamp collections, ~ 

dealers stocks, estates, rarities and other properties, 

IRWIN HEIMAN 
INC. 

ONE LINDEN PLACE A 
Suite 305 

!•llllllllllllltllllllllllllltllllllllllllltllllllllllllltllllllllllllltllllllllllllltllllllllllllltllllllllllllltllllllllllllltllllllllllllltllllllllllllltllllllllllllltlllllllllllllClllllllllllllC.:: 
SPECIALIZED 

COLLECTION 

TURKEY IN A S IA (ANAT OLIA) 

A beautiful coll ec tion h ou sed in lwo 
vo lum es. of l h ese fascinati n g issues, 
min t and u sed many o n origina l CO\'­
e r s and card s. The coll ect ion conlains 
111 a ny Yat·i e ties of surcharge, and r a r e 
hand-overprints. ther e a r e errors and 
varieties by the doze n, incl. d ou b le 
opts .. inverted s, e rrors of nu1n e r al. 
e t c . Th e r e are 45 covers from th e 1st 
issu e o nwards, i ncl. t h e 1920 lOOOpi. 
Sc. No. 5, 2p i on lpi, h a nd s urc h a rge 
S .G. A36 u sed (4 known). Amongst 
th e oth e r r a riti es off -Co \' e r a re S co tt 
5. HA (double and i1n-e r ted), 42B, 
43C. 49 h and opt .. 51 hand opt., side ­
w ays. 60 hand opt. , 36 h and opt. (39 
cop ies kno wn ). and 59 hand opt. Tl1i~ 
m a kes a most unus ual col lection a n d 
almost unre peatable. 

Price U. S. $1,820.00 

J. A. L. FRANKS LTD. 
180 FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C.4 

ENGLAND 
250 
Over 

1916 ~ 1967 

Years in P hi!a tely 

ew Worldwide price list 

will be out shortly 

Including specia lties of the whole 
\ ;v'orlcl. R egula r issues, airmail s, 

proofs, covers ca ncella tions, 
coll ec tions, etc. 

Ask for free list 

FRITZ BILLIG 
168-39 HIGHLAND AVE. 
JAMAICA, N. Y. 11432 

Latest pricelist (P27) 
64 Pages Free 
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RICHARD WOLFFERS 
POSTAGE STAMP SHOP 
MEMBER COLLECTORS CLUB , AP S, IS JP 

127 KEARNEY STREET / SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108 

A oouGLA S 2-8394 I R E S . DAVENPORT 6 -4498 A 

ASK FOR FREE BRITISH EMPIRE PRICE LIST 
x= x x _ x x x x - x x _ x x - x x x x~~ 

1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

Are You Interested In 

19th CENTURY ISSUES OF 

U. S. A., BRITISH COMMONWEALTH and EUROPE ? ? 

If you are, I am sure I can be of assistance by sending - ON 
APPROVA L - some suitable stamps or cove rs . 

There is something available in most countries. But current stocks 
are largest in U.S. A., CANADA, NEWFOUNDLAND, AUSTRIA, 
DENMARK, GREfCE, NETHERLANDS and other EUROPEAN COUN­
TRIES as well as BRITISH WEST INDIES and GREAT BRITAIN. 

Why not let me know of your interests, and allow me to prove 
that I ca n be of help. 

LEO BAR ESCH 
Manfield House 

376/ 9 Strand 
London WC 2, England 

1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
II~ 
:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

~ x x _ x x x x x _ x _ x x x - x _ x x x 
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VATICAN CITY COVERS 
41 - 46 Juridical Cgr. on reg. 

letter ---·····-·······-····-·········· P. 0 . R. 
47 -54 Catholic Press ....... ........... $95.00 
55 - 60 on reg. letter Arch. 

Cong. .......................... ........ .. 60.00 
Gl-G7 fl. 10 France Interreg. 

FDC .. ............ ........... ........ 18 .00 
122 -131, Ell-12 Basilicas FDC P . 0 . R. 
132-139 Holy Year FDC .... 50.00 
140-42 - Palatine Guard FDC 45.00 
143-44 - Dogma ot Ass. FDC 40.00 
145-48 - Pope Plus X (Gold) 

FDC ...................................... 90.00 
149-53 - Calchedon FDC ........ 90 .00 
155 - Roman States Cen-

tenary FDC ...................... 20.00 
155A - Roman States Souv. 

s heets FDC .. . .... . 65.00 
158-68, E13-14 Popes & Bas il. 

FDC .. .. _ ...... .. 27.tiO 
2~9-42 Brussels Fair FDC ........ 15.00 
242A Brussels Fair Souvenir 

Rhec t FDC . .. ..... - 20.00 
C~- 1;; 2nfl Airmail FDC ...... .. 35.no 

ClG-17 Tobias FDC ...... ............ P . 0. R. 
C18-19 UPU FDC .... ............... P. 0. n. 
C20-21 reglst. w . cachet FDC P. 0. R. 
C22-23 Dome I FDC .................... 80.00 
C24 -:l2 Angel s FDC ................. . 30.00 
C~~-34 Dome II FDC .. ... .. ... . 45.00 
C45 - 4G Auto. by designer FDC 45.00 

Prices snbject to change 
without notice. 

Penny Black Stamp Co. A, 
P.O. B ox 57, Dumont, N. J. 07628 
S. L. B A YER. Prop. Est. 1912 

M embe r C ollectors C lub • ASD A 
 
 
 

 

 
 

................................................................................. .,, . .
T +
• • r FREE . • . . • • +
T ! 
+ For A Specialist! t 
T T
! vVe now have one of the larges t ! 
J selec tion s of Errors and Varieties . An :,• 
• accumulation of 35 y ears - even for • 
i advanced speciali st s. i 
: I ! Many e lus ive Topicals , Airmails , etc. ! 
• e tc . : . .
i Antarctica Oly1npics i 
+ Boy Scouts Paintings +

g~~'1~~~~~ ~~gi~irt~~~ s ! 
Churchill Refugee i 
Dr. Schweilze r Rotary i 
Eisenho,ver Russia f 
Europa Space i 
France Spain i 
I. T . U. Sports i 
~:~~1edy B· j;;· u i 
Lincoln Viet~an~ i 

•
: J\ionaco ·.~ 
i A s k for FREE list. Individual ap- •' 
i proval se lections. Popular prices - i f Convenie nt T e rms. i 
! S. SEREBRAKIAN ! 
t Incorporated l 
• P. 0. BOX 448, i 
i i f MONROE, N. Y. 10950 i 
• i ................................................................................... 
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J ] 
~ ~ 
J "A Must" for the ~ 
~ ~ J Specialist or General Collector ~ 

~ ~ 
J Write for our Illustrated ~ 
fl f J Public Auction Catalogs of ~ 

~ Fine UNITED STATES f 
J and FOREIGN Material ~ 
~ ~ J It Will be Worth your while. ~ 
~ ~ 
J ~ 
~ V AHAN MozIAN, INc. ~ 
J 545 Fifth A venue ~ 
~ New York, N. Y. 10017 f 
J ~ 
~ "A Stamp ame since 1901" f 
J Collections bought for Cash. ~ 
~ f 
®""'i:>~:=v~:=v~:=v:..dJ:=v:..dJ:=v:..dJ:=v® 
SANABRIA 66 
Now Available 

A necessity for airmail collec­

tors and for all specialists who 

include airmails in their field 

of collecting. 

$15.00 

RIDGEFIELD, CONN. 06877 
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1. 
2. 
3. 

·I. 
5. 

6. 

7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 

J 1. 

12. 

13. 
14 . 
J:). 
16. 
17. 
18. 

19. 
2U. 
21. 

AFRICA 
BECHUANALAND l 87 £ 1 lilac and blac k S.G.20 )I.in t 

1887 .C!i lil a c and ,· iol e L S .G.21 J\linl 
B 'S H EAST AFRICA 1890 Yia. la. 4a, overprints on G .B.S.G.1.2. 

3, :'>lint 
l 807 20r pal e gree n. S.G.98. s upe rb minL 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 1853 ld bro\\·n-re d on s lightly b lued, 
S.G.3a, a u sed b lock of four 

1855 / 8 U noffi c ial Houl e tte d. 1/ - brighl ye ll ow-gr ee n. a Ye r y 
fin e e xamp le for thi s sLamp 

EGYPT 1926 Port Fuad ;;o pi purple. S.G.188. minl 
GAMBIA 1874 4d . pale bro wn , S.G.6, fin e u sed with r e d c. d. s. 

1922 / 7 3/ - s lale-purpl e, S.G.1 39. mint 
GOLD COAST 192 1/ 5 £2 green and o range , S.G.102, mint, with 

D.P.A. Certifica t e 
GRIQUALAND 1877 Gd dull , · io le t wiLh d o ubl e G O\'el' l)l'int S.G. 32 

var ie ty 
KENYA , UGANDA , TANGANYIKA 1903- ·I 50 r g r e y and r e d­

brown , S.G.16, s up e rb mint 
1912 -2 2 20r black and purple on r e d. S.G.58, mint 
1912-22 lOOr and 500 r o'ptd. "SPEC Ul.8N" S.G.60s and 6 1S 

LAGOS 1886 5/ - blue . S.G.28. fin e mint 
1886 2/ 6 olive blac k. S.G.27. fin e mint 

MAFEKING 1900 3d blue, S .G.20 , a s upe rb mint corn e r pai r 
MAURITIUS 1848 ld r e d . S.G.2il, latest impre ss ion. fin e u sed 

with "PAID" in c i r c le cance llation, B.P.A. Ce rti f ica t e 
NATAL 1902 - 3 £ 1/ 10/ - green and viol et. S .G.143 , mint 

1908 / 9 5/ - . 10/ - , & £ 1, S .G.169, 170. 171 , mint 
NIGER COAST 1893 1f., d on 2d wilh v e rmilli o n o \·e rprint. S.G.1 8, 

n1int 

$126.00 
350.00 

126 .00 
210.00 

252 .00 

1120.00 
336.00 

84 .00 
98.00 

182.00 

56.00 

546.00 
56 .00 

518.00 
182.00 
98 .00 

700.00 

140.00 
84.00 

159.60 

70.00 

W. E. I The Adelphi , John Adam Street, 

Strand , W. C. 2 , England 
LEA (Philatelists) Ltd. I 

( BPA, AIEP, cc of NY, B:\'APS, p·rs, etc.) Tel. : WHltehall 1688-1699 
 
 

 

 

United States 

British America 

Fall~land Islands 

HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS 60035 
PHONE 312/ 432-4139 
................................................................................... : 
I o . : 

t ! r Fl NALLY, IT IS READY ... , . : ' .T The ' 4 G " section of the POSTAL i 
I STATIONERY CATALOGUE, cover - T
1 inq GERMANY, GREAT BRITAIN , • 
T GREECE , etc . There have been i 
T more requests for this section, th a n i 
T for a ll t he b a la nce of the a lph abe t , i 
T already completed. i 
T i T SECTION 7, GABON to GUINEA, i 
T over 200 pages o n 8Y2 x 5Y2 loose i 
T leaves, profusely illustra ted $5.00 i 
T post free. i 
T Informati o n on the f irst six sections, i 
T and specially made binde r s, will be i 
T forwarded up o n request. f 
T I ! The second a uction sale of the DR . I 

i 
MITCHELL STATIONERY COL -
LECTION will be held in AUGUST . i 

f 
If you are not on our mailing list and I
would like this ca t a logue , drop us a 
line. 
OUR 109th REGULAR AUCTION 

T SALE will be held in September. If f 
T you are interested in regular 

1 T a dhesives , postal histo ry or whole- T f sale material, it w ill pay yo u to get I 
T on our mailing list. i 
T i 
T i r HIGGINS & GAGE, Inc. i . .
i Philatelic Auctioneers & Brokers T 
I o 
! 23 North Santa Anita f 
f Pasadena , California 91107 ! 
o I 

; ....................................................................... ·-·-·-.. ' 
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COMMONWEAL TH 
MINT SETS 

ANTIGUA . 1903 - 09 'h cl . - 5/ - (10 
v a l. ) ... ... ............. ..... $40 

1921- 29 'h cl . - £ 1 (23 v a l.) $75 
ASCEN S ION . 1922 'h cl . - 3/ - (9 

Ya J. ) $35 
193·1 'h cl- 5/ - (10 Ya l. ) $12 

BARBADO S . 1965 Qu een 
P.I izabeth 4c. imperf -
o ra t e . . A s upe rb in1 -
prin t b lock o f f our . $850 

C AYMAN IS LAND S . 1908 2 'h cl . 
on 4cl . A superb min t copy $450 

F ALKL AN D IS . 190·1-1 2 'fi d . - 5/ -
(1 0 \' a l. ) $34 

1912- 20 'h d- £ 1 ( ll \'a l. ) $125 
1929 'h cl- £ 1 ( 11 \' ,) $85 
1 93 :~ 'h cl .- £ 1 Cen ten a r y (1 2 

val. ) $470 
1938 1h cl . - ,Cl ( 17 v al. ) $14 

GAMBIA. 1922 - 27 'h d. - 10/ - (23 
, ·al.) $42 

LEEW A RD . 1897 Jubil ee 'h d .-
5/ - (8 Ya i. ) $275 

1921- 32 ll.( cl.- £ ] (22 Ya J.) $55 
S T . VINCENT . 1904-1.1. 'h d.- £ 1 

(8 Ya J.) $150 
1902 Jh cl . - 5 / - (9 Ya J. ) $22 

VICTORI A LAND . 19 11 11., d . a nd 
ld .. each in min l h l ock o f 4 $600 

BRIDGER & KAY Ltd. !Est . 1897} 

86 Stra nd , London , W . C . 2, England 
COVERS 

POSTAL STATIONERY 

Specialist Material 

• 
WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS? 

• 
rJew Gn'JfanJ Stamp Co. 

45-X Bromfield Street 

Boston 8, Massachusetts 
254 
At Your Service 
For All 

Philatelic 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

For RESEARCH & STUDY 

For EXHIBITIONS 
an d 

For P UBLI CATION 

2 x 2 Color Slides 

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE 
(Photographer for the 

Collectors Club Phi.latelist.) 

1 !Montgoinery Place 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 11215 
SPECIALIZING IN 

AUCTION SALES 

of choice 

UNITED ST ATES 

Stamps and Covers 

Auction sales held regularly 

Catalogues on request 

Bruce G.Daniels 
7 Water Street Boston 9, Mass. 
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AUSTRALASIA 

Pre-adhesive and 

Settlers' Letters 

Early Covers 

Die Proofs 

Locals 

& material for the Specialist 

• 
Enquires to: 

C. ANGUS PARKER 

ARGYLL ST AMP CO. LTD. 
2b5 STRAND, LONDON, W .C. 2. 

ENGLAND 
255 
In Preparation 
the 1968 

I n t e r n a t i 0 11 a I 

" Postage Stamps for the Elite" 

Issued in September 

Reserve your copy now. Send 25c 

(Customers receive it free) 

Th e be st stamps , the be st g uara ntee, 

the best pr ices 

ALEX S JULIARD 
ERYN MA.WR PENNSYLVANIA 

19010 

( Establ i shed by Lou is Jul ia rd in 1889) 
•!•lllllllllllll[lllllllllllll[lllllllllllll[lllllllllllll[llllllllllllltlllllllllllll[Jll •!• 
~ = I SUMMER I
I AUCTION I 
" to be he ld = 

I ~ 
~ WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16 ~ 

I T:.P·:,,:,: :~:~ • 

=I~ :l,~EE:::::: 
: Pence, I 859 's 

Large & Small Queens 

1897 J ubilees 
Late 18th & 19th Century 

mint & used singles & blocks 
covers & proofs 

collections & miscella neous 

NEWFOUNDLAND 
and Provinces 

BRITISH 
COMMONWEAL TH 

U. S. A. & Foreign 

:.: about a month before sale i===~=====- Illustrated Catalog Available 

I IJ. N. SISSONS LTD.I 
~ 37 KING ST. EAST, ~ I __ = TOR~~,:? ,;; ,~~;oA i_=~ 

Ca bles : SISTAMP, TORONTO .• 

~ll[lllllllllllll[Jlllllllllllltlllllllllllll[lllllllllllll[llllllllllllltlllllllllllll[•~ 
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PALL MALL 
PUBLICATIONS 
for the Ameri can !'oll ector ....... . 

THf,' COLONIAL POST i11 AMERICA 1606· 
1783. The postal hi stor y of th e thirt• ·<' n 
Ameri can coloni es and th e F lo ri<las - a 
~e!'tion of the forth com ing E ncyd opaedia 
Vo lum e V bound separatel y. Pric<• 5 i11 · 
c/11di11g postagP. 

THE PRIVATE LOCAL POSTS of the 
UN IT ED ST ATES by D. S. Patton. Thi s 
compreh ensive hi sto ry of th e most inter· 
Pstin g po sts, many of whi ch compl'led 
with the U . S. P. 0 . or were supplemen· 
tar y posts, in clude~ a detail ed descripti on 
of hoth handstamps and the adh .. sive 
stamps, th e reprin ts and th e for geri es. 
Volum e I is almo t ready and includes 
the 85 posts known to have operated in 
th e State of New Yo rk together with a 
chronicle of the e ight bogus local po sts 
and an introdu cti on by E lliott Perry. 
Price $25 including postage. 

EXl'ECTED EA RL Y in 1968 ... Volum e 
V of Th e Encyclopaedia of Empire Post­
ll /H' Stamps (edited h y Robson Lowe ) 
whi f' h deal s with Briti sh North A merica 
and Bermuda. More 11 ews later. 

Our Hew Liter11tu1·c Litit " ·ill be sent free 
on r equest ... when writing, pl ease men­
tion t hat you saw thi s a ch·erti sern ent in 

''Til e Collec tor 's Club Pltilatelist'' 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
Philat elic Ptiblislt ers 

50 Pall Mall, 
London, S.W. 1. 

England 
Cables: ''S tamps, London, S. rr. 1." 
256 
Do Not Sell Your Collection 
as lon g as you enjoy collecting and 
ns long as you h ave fun with your 
stamps. But wh en you get tired of a 
collection because it has r each ed its 
goal, when you want to start in another 
philatelic field , do not hesitate to dis· 
po se of the "finish ed" collection. In 
this way you will obtain additional 
fund s for purchases in your new fi eld . 
When you deci de to sell, talk wi th a 
denie r whom yon have trusted wi th 
your purchases. He is the right man to 
sell for you the item s he has on ce sold 
to you. We are always happy when we 
can give advice and h elp of this kind. 
Contact u s when the time is ripe and 
we will do our best to arrange a satis­
factory sale of your material , eith er 
by private sale or by au ction. 

MERCURY STAMP CO. 
I 0 East 40th Street 
New York 16, N. Y. 

Tel.: MUrray Hill 3-6745 

Cable Address : Mercstamp Newyorl: 
Anything Can Happen 

When You Bid Blindly 

At Stam p Auctions 

Let Nie Be Your 

Eyes and Ears 

• 

EZRA D. COLE 
NYACK, N. Y. 10960 

Telephone : 914-EL 8-0964 



YOUR 
SCOTT 

ALBUMS 
BOUND IN 

LUXURIOUS 
LEATHER 

GOLD EMBOSSED 
AND 

PERSONALIZED. 

FOR INFORMATION 
AND PRICES 

WRITE: 

SCOTT SPECIAL 
ORDER DEPT. 

461 EIGHTH A VE. 
NEW YORK, 

N. Y. 10001 

IDEAL FOR 
ANNIVERSARIES, 
PRESENTATIONS, 

SHOW PRIZES. 



.------lijjjj------. 
NEW YORK 

aser to their ent1 <, 

and February, on the coast 01 

; it obscures the air with a red dust-, 
attrib. 

Har' ·mer- ize (ha·.rma.r·aiz), u. 20th Cent. E. 
1. To hold a public sale of philatelic property in 
which the price offered is increased by bids until 
the highest-bidder becomes the purchaser to his 
and the vendor's entire satisfactions. 
2. To transfer for a consideration, philatelic 
properties, at an agreed price, from one to 

: another to their entire satisfaction. 

A booklet "Modern Methods of Philatelic Selling" 
detailing the facilities - many unique - of the Harmer Organization 

is available free on request. 

NEW YORK 

H. R. HARMER, Inc. 
International Stamp .Auctioneers 

6 West 48th Street, New York, N. Y. 10036 

(212) PL 7-4460 

LONDON SYDNEY 




