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POLPEX 1972 IS HERE! 
With l e:ss than three weeks 

till the first day of Spring, the 
Rnnu 11 e hibition of the Polonus 
Philatelic Society, POLPEX-1972, 
will be presented to the Chicago­
land Metropolitan :::rea. Featur­
ing exhibits from Canada, Eng­
land, Poland and the U.S.A., 
Polpex will be held in the St. 
Jr mes Auditorium, 2424 North 
Mango Avenue (Fullerton & 
Mango), on March 4-5, 1972. 
Hours of the show are 10: 00 to 
10:00 on the 4th, and 10:00 to 
6: 00 on the 5th. ( Official open­
ing day ceremonie3 and the rib­
bon cutting will t::1ke place at 
12: 00 noon on the 4th.) 

The traditional BEEBA, high­
light of each Polpex, will be held 
at 10:00 P.M. on the 4th in the 

exhibition hall. This year's Bee­
ba is under the capable leader­
ship and guidance of Messr. 
Walenty Poniecki and Stanley 
Dobrzycki. Each year's Beeba 
see3 many members and phila­
telic a.c•quaintances renewing 
their long standing friendships 
over a table of tr'"ditional Po­
lish foods. Presentation of 
awards will be m:1de during the 
Beeba. 

Souvenir sheets, incorporat­
ing the theme '·The Polish Phi­
latelic Movement throughout 
the World" have been issued 
and printed in multi-color. A 
set of cacheted envelopes, uti­
lizing the same theme, appro­
priately franked, and cancelled 
with the special POLPEX can-
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cell a tion have also been issued. 
They are ~•vailable by mail from 
J. P. Rux, 6136 W. Addison St. , 
Chicago, Ill. 60634. The prices 
are 50c plus postage, and 75c 
plus postage for the souvenir 
sheets and cacheted envelopes. 
respectively. 

For those of you who collect 
mint U.S.A., you will have the 

. ,opportunity of buying same at 
the best of prices - face value! 
The USPS will have a postal 
sub-station and special POLPEX 
canceller at the show. 

As we go to press, Entries 
Chairman, Fred Szebel, reports 
that exhibits are running much 
ahead of last year's show. This 
is•.most gratifying and we should 
see some especL'l.lly fine mate­
rial , including the special com­
posite exhibit featuring the per­
sonal work of Honorary Chair­
man, Czeshw Slania. 

Bourse Chairman, Roman Rei­
. ndwski, reports another conse-
• cutive sellout of dealer tables. 

Roman has assured us that 
whatever your collecting inter­
est, orie of the dealers should 
be able to satisfy your needs. 
Something for everyone's phil­
atelic · taste. 

A special program catalog will 
also be issued. Your ad and con­
tribl}.tion as patron will help to 
ensµre that POLPEX 1972 will be 
a success. 

With this issue of the Bulletin 
we· enclbse a self-addressed re­
mittance envelope for your ad or 
patron listing. Please make use 
of\ if . . 

What remains? Only the final 
set~up of the · show. Mounting 
night will be held on March 3rd, 
6:00 P.M. in the St. James Audi­
torium. We need your help to 
pitch\ in and- put i-t all together. 

.. Bring along some clean rags 

and cleaner (Windex, etc.), your 
collection (if you're exhibiting) , 
and of course, yourself! ! Then 
G-n March 4th and 5th we'll see 
you there with your family and 
friends. 

I'll be there, will you? 
-T. J. Gabby 

Executive Chairman 

U.S. POST OFFICE AT POLPEX 
POLPEX-1972 will have its 

own U.S. Post Office and Special 
Cancellation during both days of 
its show. Arrangements were fi­
nalized with the help of Chic ;: g.::i 
Postmaster, the Hon. Henry Mc­
Gee, and Mr. Joseph Truffant 
of the Chicago Post Office. 

Mr. Truffant, and his staff, 
will hwe a plentiful stock of 
current and recent US comme­
moratives. He also hopes to have 
the recently issued US albums 
for collectors, as well as special 
US space mini-albums . 

The US postal sub-station has 
proven to be one of the most 
popular features at the annual 
POLPEX where collectors, espe· 
cially US and plate block col­
lectors, have been able to add 
material to their holdings with 
an investment of o n 1 y face 
value. 

There have been times when 
Polonus was in danger of losing 
this much desired service, in­
cluding the special POLPEX 
cancellation, b e c au s e of low 
sales. Last year we appealed to 
the membershio to defer their 
purchases of US stamps until 
the show. The response was ter­
rific, and l.ast year was one of 
the best for the postal unit. 
Once more we ask you to p:1tron­
ize the postal sub-station. You'll 
like the service, the prices, and 
you'll be helping both POLPEX 
and Polonus. See you there! 
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AUCTION SALE OF DR. KOZAKIEWICZ NO. ONES 
BY DR. MIET A. KAMIEfcSKI 

One of the outstanding auc­
tions of the decade was the sale 
of Dr. Leon Kozakiewicz's tre­
mendous collection of Poland 
No. 1. on December 13, 197L I 
was fortunate to be present at 
the sale. Truly great Polish col­
lections do not come on the 
m3.rket very often. The last big 
sales being the Domanski ai1d 
St~czyli.ski .auctions. 

This sale was unique in sev­
eral respects. It consisted solely 
of one stamp - Poland No. 1, 
the property of one collector. It 
incuded the largest known mul­
tiple, the gutter block of six, in 
superb mint condition. This 
must be the most rare single 
item in Polish philately. • 

The auction was conducted by 
the Mercury Stamp Co. in their 
New York offices. The collection 
was divided into 484 lots, con­
tained in five loose le3.f albums 
for easy viewing. The lots con­
sisted of one item each; that is, 
a single stamp, a multiple or a 
cover. E9.ch lot was in a trans­
parent envelope, hinged by the 
flap so the reverse of the stamp 
could be viewed by merely flip­
ping the en v e 1 ope over. I 
thought the catalogue descrip­
tions were detailed and accurate. 

Only lot No. 1, the block of 
six, showed an estimated valua­
tion, $15,000 - $20,000. Herbert 
Bloch pointed out that it was 
impossible to determine the re­
lative value of cancellations and 
varieties. One method of deter­
mining value is scarcity. Who is 
to say that cancellation No. 18 
is more rare or more valuable 
than No. 264? Incidently some­
one paid $260 for the cover with 
No. 18 cancellation, while the 1 
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cover with the Mlawa No. 264 
cost only $60. 

I understand that mail and 
telephone bids had been received 
for every lot. The bidding start­
ed in every c3.se, with one from 
the "book", that is a m':lil or te­
lephone offer. There were less 
than a dozen floor bidders pre­
sent. Among whom were Daniel 
Bohm, Jr. from St. Louis; Jan 
Haniewic2'., Brooklyn; Jerzy Ku­
charski, New York and Dr. J. J. 
Bialy. 

The proceedings st<Jrted just 
after two o'clock and it was all 
over by 4:30 P.M. A great collec­
tion had been dismembered and 
scattered. I felt a touch of sad­
ness that in just over two hours 
the work of many years of pain­
staking seuching and collecting 
had been distributed to many 
individuals on several conti­
nents. However, other collec­
tionc; now have been enriched 
by the aoquisitions from this 
sale. 

Something of a pattern soon 
became appirent from the floor 
bidding. One man was obviously 
filling "holes" in his number 
cancellation collection. Another 
was buying covers and rare items. 
The bidding was spirited and 
and very few lots went unchal­
lenged from the floor or the 
"book". The lowest opening bia 
was $8.00 for lot No. 483, it sold 
to the floor for $9.00. I list some 
of the opening and final bids. 
These ·examples have been chosen 
to illustrate the widest spread: 

Lot No. Open Sold 
75 $200.00 $675.00 

115 160.00 450.00 
146 75.00 210.00 
149 175.00 260.00 
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"Lot No. 
• '241 

261 
· 275 < 

289 
297 
,408 • 
420 
424 
436 

Open 
$80.00 

32.50 
25:00 
85.00 

100.00 
80.00 
25.00. 
50.00 
80.00 

,Sold 
$180.00 

110.00 
60.00 

135.00 
160.00 . 
150.00 
180.00 
140.00 
160.00 

There were ·18 lots in mint 
condition. Of these, only 16 
were ·· described as having "full 
original gum." The covers num­
bered 140, a truly amazing num­
ber to·be found in one collection, 
many had stamps with major 
varieties. 

Ruch Catalog lists eleven color 
shades due to the several print­
ings of this stamp over a five 
year period. All of these were 
found many times over in this 
sale. There were a number of 
stamps where the blue had a 
decided "greeninsh" tint. This 
·shade is ' rtot listed in Ruch, but 
is ' mentioned in "Polskie Znaki 
Pocztowe Vol. 1". 

• The collection had a large 
number of . multiples and these 
are rare. There were at least 8 
pairs on pl.ece, also 5 such covers. 
The pairs on cover sold for $95.00 
to $160.00. The vertical pair on 
cover Lot 297, lightly cancelled 
with No. 176, started at $100.00 
arid sold to the floor for $160.00 
- a very beautiful item! There 
were three strips of three. The 
vertical strip of three with can­
ceila tion 102 sold to the floor 
for $260.00. While the cover with 
horizontal strip of three, Warsaw 
I cancel reached $310.00. A ver­
tical strip ' of four, lot 69, went 
to the book for $675.00. Noblock 
of four appeared at the sale. 

AJI tne major. va,rieties were in 
abundance. Twelve copies of the 
blue oval! One had to be with­

e- dr::;rwn as it was repaired and 
,. ~ 197-4 

not so specified in the catalog . 
There were se,;eral examples of 
each of the three blue oval cliche 
types. These sold in the $50.00 
range. The five covers with oh1e 
oval variety sold from $85.00 to 
$450.00, the latter being one of 
a horizontal pair. 

Ruch lists si"< m1.jor plate flaw 
variations. Varieties Nos. 1, 2 and 
3 ?lso 8ppe:Jted on covers which 
so 1 d for $135.00, $100.00 and 
$105.00 respectively. Unlisted va­
rieties were also in good supply. 
Just to mention a few: "Kop: 10" 
with two dots after the 10 sold 
to the floor for $42.50, whi'e the 
thin "K" went to the book for 
$50.00. The broken "P" brougM 
$32.50 from the floor bidder. 

There was no imperforate copy 
and no forgery. However, there 
,,-ere at le>:Jst si-;: covers where the 
stamp had been fraudulently re­
med. These sold for about $115.00 
each with one fetching $170.00. 

In spite of the most careful 
inspection and write-up, the~e 
were bound to be a few items 
that differed from the catalog 
description. These were with­
drawn from mail bidding and 
sold to the floor subject to the 
new description. About 15 lots 
had to be withdrawn completely 
for re-examination. The sale rea­
lized a total of $34,596.00. 

NEW RATES ON BULLETIN ADS 
One inch ad ... . ... $3.00 
Quarter p"ge ad ... 10.00 
Half page ad ..... . 15.00 
Full page ad .. . ... 25.00 

Th.e new rates were voted in 
by member at the February 11 
meeting. 

In this issue of the Bulletin 
we continue with another seg­
ment of the lengthy "Handbook 
of Upper Silesia" by Dr. Rayal 
De Ragan, edited by D. Meinung. 
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Overprint Types 
Face I Overprint I Stamp 
Value I Value I Color 

1 Mk. I 7 Pfg. j orange 
1 Mk. I 7 Pfg. j blue 

1.50 Mk. I 10.5 Pfg. j green . 
2 Mk. I 14 Pfg. I olive green 
3 Mk. I 21 Pfg. I red violet 
3 Mk. I 21 Pfg. light blue 
6 Mk. I 42 Pfg. rose 

10 Mk. I 70 Pfg. red 
20 Mk. I 140 Pfg. grey green 

Quantity 
There is no data available re-

g ::trding the actual number of 
these ·stamps printed but they 
must have been very high as 
they were used for propaganda 
on the mail of many German 
firms with the silent consent of 
the British and Italian delega­
tion to the Inter Allied Commis­
sion, and the letters on which 
they appeared were very numer­
ous. 

Original letters with these 
stamps, cance1led by postmarks, 
are rare for the philatelist. 
Validity 

These stamps had no postal 
validity but were used only as 
propaganda labels. 

GERMAN FORGERIES 
OF CURRENT POLISH STAMPS 

In addition to the propaganda 
forgeries there were also large 
quantities of forged current Po­
lish postage due str..mps of QP,r­
man origin. These were distri­
buted to the post offices in the 
eastern part of Upper Silesia in­
corporated to the Republic Po­
land and were a source of very 
serious financial losses to the 
new Polish State. They had been 
excellently executed and could 
be detected only by very careful , 
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·overp't l Type 
Color I I I IA I II I III j IV I V 
black * I * I * I I I 
black I I I I I * 
bla,ck I * I I I I I 
black I * I I I I I 
black I I I I I * I_*_ 
red I * I I * I * I I 
black I I I I I * I -*-
black I I I I I * I * 
black I I I I I * I * 

examination. They differ from 
the genuine stamps, aside from 
minor details , by a slightly 
lighter shJ.de and by perforation . 
11 rather than 11½ . 

.............. 

Postage Due Forgeries 

2 f I red orange P22 J13 
4 f I red orange P23 Jl4 
5 f I red orange P24 Jl5 

10 f I red orange P25 J16 
20 f • 1 red orange P26 J17 
30 f red orange P27 J18 
50 f red orange P28 J19 

100 f red orange P29 J20 
200 f red orange P30 J21 

2h dark blue P13 J22 
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Face I Color 
Value I 

Catalog No. 
Michel Scott 

4 h I dark blue P14 J23 
5 h I dark blue P15 J24 

10 h [ dark blue P16 J25 
20 h I dark blue P17 J26 
30 h I dark blue P18 J27 

---------:--- ---
50 h [ dark blue P19 J:28 
--------~----100 h [ dark blue P20 J29 
500 h I dark blue P21 J30 

20 h 
100 h 
200h 
500 h 

Thin Laid Paper 
dark blue I P17A J31 
dark blue I P20A J32 
dark blue P31 J33 
dark blue P21A J34 

CENTRAL LITHUANIA 
SEMI-POSTAL ISSUE 

Current stamps of Central Li­
thuania in face values of 25 fen , 
1 Mk. and 2 Mk. were, in March 
1921, overprinted in red with the 
propaganda overprint "NA 
$Ll},SK" and surtax "2 Mk." 
meaning "For Silesia + 2 Mk." 
These were intended to provide 
a fund to assist the plebiscite in 
Upper Silesia. 

They were originally planned 
with the overprint "WILNO NA 
SL'\SK" (Vilna for Upper Sile­
sia) but due to reaction from 
political source the word 'Wilno ' 
was removed. Overprintin g was 
by typography. 

Central Lithuania Semi-Postal Issue 
Face Stamp 
Value Color 
25 fen red 
25 fen dark green 
1 Mk. blue 
1 Mk. dark brown 
2 Mk. violet 
2 Mk. orange 
25 fen red 
25 fen dark green 
1 Mk. blue 
1 Mk. dark brown 
2 Mk. viqlet 
2 Mk. orange 

Sheets 
The basic stamp used was the 

regular issue of Central Lithua­
nia showing a coat of arms. Two 
different printings were made 
of this stamp. The first printing 
p r e p a r e d by the Chominski 
Printing House at Vilna, was the 
25 fen red, the 1 Mk. blue and 
the 2 Mk. violet. The second 
printing, including the 25 fen 
dark green, the 1 Mk. dark brn. 

.-, 39}-6 

I Overprint Catalog Number 
I Color Michel Scott 

I 
I 
I 

green 23A Bl 
red 26A B2 
red 24A B3 
red 27A B4 
red 25A B5 
red 28A B6 
green 23B Bl 
red 26B B2 
red 24B B3 
red 27B B4 
red 25B B5 
red 28B B6 

and the 2 Mk. orange, were pre­
pared by the Zawadzki Printin!? 
House, also in Vilna. 

The 25 fen sheets were print­
ed from plates of 50 stamns 
each, • 10 stamps wide and 5 
stamps vertically. The 1 and 2 
Mk. sheets were also printed 
from plates of 50 but were 5 
stamps wide and 10 stamps high. 
In each case two plates of 50 
combined to print each sheet. 

tTo be continued) 
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FIRST COPERNICUS STAMP DESIGNS 
BY MYRON E. STECZYNSKI 

The very first time that the 
person of Copernicus was in­
cluded in the design of postage 
stamps was in 1917 when the 
Germans were occupying Poland 
during World War I. 

In order to gain confidence of 
the peop:e in the overture that 
the Germans were ready to es­
t ablish a free Poland with its 
own king, the occupation autho­
rities prompted The W3.rsaw Art 
Society to conduct a contest for 
the selection of designs suitable 
for stamps to be used in a pro­
posed Kingdom of Poland, where 
each design would be typically 
Polish and bear the c.1ption 
KR6LESTWO POLSKIE (King­
dom of Poland). The subject and 
ide1s naturally could not have 
impaired German prestige, so 
allegorical de:,igns, the Polish 
eo gle, and recognized landm3.rks 
prevailed. 

From one to several designs 
were submitted by thirty two 
artists and in 1918 were includ­
ed in a different color (blue, 
brown or green), e1ch ag1inst 
a straw-colored tint block, in 
the respective bookiets. Entirely 
apart from this, all the designs 
were printed in black only, for 
distribution to German consul­
ates throughout the world. 

M. BYSTYDZIENSKI entered 
4 designs with the 60 fenig 
showing a likeness of Copernicus 
most likely being a modified 
fragment from Matejko's paint­
ing as used on the large 20 gr. 
brown stamp shown on page 20 
and the 1 ruble Russian stamp 
shown on page 34 of the maga­
zine "Promien". 

Another design submitted in \ 
t his same contest was entered by 
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AN!'UN1 DZ1ERZB1CKI. It de­
picted the Copernicus monu­
ment . in front of the Staszic Pa­
lace in Warsaw It is the same 
monument as shown on the 
cover of the mag ::i,zine "PRO­
MIEN", likewise described at 
the top of page 21 as well as 
featured on the POLPEX 1963 
Souvenir Sheet shown on p1ge 
29 of "Promien." 

Thus these two designs were 
submitted (but never used) six 
years before an actual stamp of 
Copernicus was issued by Po­
land in 1923. 

THANK YOU! 
In spite of tl;le increase in dues, the 

membership hos responded favorably and 
dues ore coming in ve ry wel' . The trea­
surer thanks you for this and reminds 
those who hove not yet responded that 
Polonus dues as of 1972 ore $4 .00. Send 
payment to treasurer Al Ryborski , 2435 
First Ave., River Grove, Ill. 60171. 
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COPERNICUS BOOK LAUDED 
•· • Ernest A. Kehr, stamp editor 
of the Chicago Daily News, de­
voted over half of his February 
5th column in praise of the 
Autumn, 1971 issue of PRO­
MIEN, .· compiled and authored 
by our member and past presi­
dent, Myron E. Steczynski. Mr. 
Ket~ had this to say: C<It is a 
reference work which not only 
ordinary stamp collectors will 
enjoy reading, but also which 
Po Lish specialists Will need." 
Kehr went on: "If for no other 
reason, this book stands out as 
a dramatic piece of evidence 
that postage stamps are excep­
tional instruments with which 

• collectors can become intimate­
ly familiar with the pageant of 
civilization". 

Polonus members should be 
well familiar with this book' by 
now. It was mailed out to our 
. paid members in the past few 
weeks. Myron put in many hours 
on ~J;lis b9ok, and it truly is a 
labor .· of love • which has been 
wen rec-eived by collector and 
non:-cbllector. The response has 
been very good. While Myron 
sincerely appreciates the praise, 
he would welcome any critical 
comment and suggestions for 
improvement which could be in­
corporated in the proposed, en­
larged edition which would be 
printed in multi-color. So if you 
have something to say, pass it 
on. write to Myron or the Sec­
retary, and it will be passed on. 

Those of you who wish addi­
tional copies (the supply is 
rapidly dwindling) can write to 
Chester J. Mikucki, 4704 North 
Overhill Ave., Norridge, Illinois 
60656. But please, a donation to 
cover expense of postage and 
handling would be sincerely ap­
preciated. 
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REINOWSKI HONORED 
In the January 23rd Chicago 

Sun-Times stamp column, editor 
Charles Hahn singled out one of 
the founding members of Polo­
nus, and perhaps one of our 
most active and enegetic mem­
bers, Roman Reinowski, for spe­
cial mention. Mr. Hahn wrote 
about the inauguration of a new 
stamp bourse in the NW suburbs, 
and he cited Roman as the 
founder of the first, and long­
est, successfully running, stamp 
bourse in the Chicago metropo­
litan are'.l. That bourse, the 
Cicero Berwyn Stamp Bourse is 
going as strong as ever. Roman's 
energies and devotion to, phil­
ately, especially Polish Philat­
ely, are legendary. Our hats are 
off to you, and we congratulate 
you, Roman Reinowski. Our best 
wishes to you for many more 
years of continued success. Sto 
lat! --T.J.G. 

APPLICANTS PENDING 
David N. Saelzer 

"15 Waltham Ave. 
LanC!jSter, N.Y. 14086 

Joseph G. Kuzawinski 
2667 Foxhill Drive 

Schenectady, N.Y. 12309 
RESIGNED 

Jan R. Kowalski 

Polonus Bulletin, February 1972 


	vol 297 p1
	vol 297 p2
	vol 297 p3
	vol 297 p4
	vol 297 p5
	vol 297 p6
	vol 297 p7
	vol 297 p8

