
A 

B 

BULLETIN OF THE 

Meets Every Second and Fourth Friday of the Month al Falcons Hall , 1062 N . Ashlaad Ave ., Chicago, Ill. 
-------------- - --·- -

I ssue No. 170 May 1959 
--------

THE FORGOTTEN STAMPS OF POLAND 
By THADDEUS GRYZEWSKI 

In examining the German stamp~ 
with the overprint "Gen. Gouv. War­
schau" (See Scott's Poland Occupation 
stamps, 1916- 1918) of the 2½, 5, or 
7½ pf. value, we are occasionaly con­
fronted with a myst erious typographed 
overpri nt in black color: "wka", "ocz­
t6w" and a simil ar combination of 
cha rlj.cters. 

None of t he general catalog3 gives 
us reason for their ex istence and it is 
difficu lt even in Pola nd to find spe­
cialized catalogs with an explanation 
of their origin , until we turn to the 
section of the entires (Stationery). 

\.Ve find the soluti on to t his mystery 
on Illustration A: 
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'!'heir ongm we will explain in the 
following article. 

During the last months of the Ger­
man Occupation of Poland in 1918 the 
postal rates were raised where the 
postage for postal cards was changed 
from 7½ pf. to 10 pf. For reasons of 
economy, before the new cards were 
issued with the 10 pf. value, the Sup­
ply Depot was advised to add the 2½ 
pf. to the earlier cards on hand and 
sell them in this form to t he public. 

After the Germans were disarmed on 
November 11, 1918 and the Polish 
Postal Service became active Novem­
ber 17 of that year, with continual 
insufficient quantities of overprinted 
Polish stamps, it was permissible to 
use the Occupation stamps for frank­
ing of mail. The Polish Postal Author­
ities changed the rates of postal cards 
to 15 fen., t h us n~ccesitating the ad­
dition of a 5 pf. postage stamp to cards 
which had added the 2½ pf. stamp and 
the 7½ pf. postage stamp to these 
without the additional 2½ pf. postage 
st.amp . (Illustration B). 

After the Polish Ministry of Posts' 
decision on the overprinting of the Oc­
cupation stamps and stationery with 
a Polish in scription, all cards were 
withdrawn accordingly and shipped to 
the printery. Along with the cards to 
which n.o stamps were as yet added, a 
small number of cards fo und its way 
to t he printery with the postage stamps 
already affixed . Consequently, these 
were also overprinted. 

The Occupation sign was nationali zed 
with the inscription "Poczta Polska" 
and the value 1115 fen. 15". The Ger­
man in scription "Postkarte" was over­
printed with horizontal line and under­
neath the Polish inscription "Pocz­
t6wka" was placed . 

On cards to which (as I have men­
tioned above), additional postage 
stamps were already affixed when they 
were returneil to the printery, the 
overprint "Poczt6wka" partially cover­
ed the postage stamp. Depending on 
the placing of the affixed stamp the 
part of the overprinting shown on the 
stamp itself varies, as: "wka" (in this 
case we find also a part of the value 
"l" on the stamp) "6wka", 11czt6wka", 
~.nil on the 5 pf. value-"Poczt". 
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Stamps of the 2½ pf. value exist 
with inverted overprint. 'l'his happen­
ed when the stamp was affixed upside 
down. 

Stamps with the above described 
overprints are found in single copies 
used and unused, (in the latter case 
obviously always without gum) and 
on postal card entires of cotnse. I may 
add, that these type of cards cancel ­
led are extremely rare . All these varie­
ties are rarities, especially the 5 pf. 
The 7½ pf. value I never confronted 
personally . I am giving its description 
on the basis of information printed 
in "Nowy Filatelista" No . 3, 1923. 

All the varieties of overprints on 
stamps in conjunction with postal cards, 
discussed in this article, closely i-e ­

semble the postal cards overprinted in 
1921 for the "Free City of Gdansk", 
which are catalogu ed in all German 
stamp catalogs. 

It is the fault of the authors of the 
Polish specialized catalogs that these 
stamps were not yet properly honored. 
As the author of all catalogs (taking 
in the pre-war stamps of Poland) that 
were published after 1944, I admit the 
ove1·sight on my part in their proper 
cataloging, an oversight, that I hope 
to correct in the near future. 

, ,v e are confronted in the territory 
of Malopolska with almost analogical 
hi story where the postal cards and the 
secret cards of Au strian origb were 
overp rinted "Poczta Polska". Here also 
we find entires to whi ch are affixed 
additional postage adhesives in connec­
tion with a tariff change, effected 
m1der the Austrian Administration and 
eventually raised by the Polish Postal 
Administrntion to 15 halerzy. 

The overprints "Poczta Polska" in 
various set-ups on Austrian Postal 
Stationery (entires) were executed on 
a foot press. The print shop workers 
doing the job, when coming across 
entires with additional stamps affixed, 
consicl_ered it their duty to give the 
oostage stamp also an extra overprint. 

In Polish philatelic literature we 
find a note to that effect in "Polskie 
Znaki Pocztowe" (1935, page 343). 
On The Secret Cards And PostaJ Cards 

Returned For Overprinting 
ThesP, cards sometimes bear Austrian 
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stamps during t he Occupation already 
affixed, due to rise in postal rates ... 
(For instance: The 2 hal. express stamp 
on the 8 hal. postal card, which brings 
it up to 10 hal., or t he 5 hal. postage 
stamp completing t he 15 hal. postage 
on the secret card to 20 hal. Some of 
these entires happen to be overprinted 
twice: once on t he postage stamp and 
the second time on the imprinted pay-
1nen t sign. On the entires with ad­
ditional stamps affixed, the overprint 
oftentimes hit t he stamp partially or 
completely. (Illustration C.) 

Despite extensive studies one con­
ducted on the Krakow overprints, the 
stamps of t hese entires never . were 
completely inventoried. Too bad, since 
it is so much harder to study this mat­
ter now for lack of material. 

Though I earnestly searched for it, 
I was unable to find in the whole of 
Poland a single copy of these cards 
with affixed and overprinted stamps. 
What I found ' was only the notation 
in serted in Nos. 6-7 of "Nowy Fila­
telista!' of 1923. 

In this notation Mr. W. Bernstein 
describes t he Austrian card of 10 h. 
carmine featur ing the Crown, to which 
was affixed a 5 hal. postage stamp 
(Scott's 146). On both, the imprinted 
and the affixed stamps were the fol­
lowing overprint : "Poczta (rombus) 
Polska" double arabesque with points 
down and beneath the value "15 hal." 
finished with a square instead of peri­
od. The height of t he numeral "l" was 
3.4 ,mm. and the spacing between 
"Poczta" and "Polska" 3.5 mm. 

·'f'he second card descl'ibed there is 
the 8 ha!. green card with the portrait 
of' King Carol, on which the postage 
stamp of 5 hal. green (Scott's 146) w~s 
affixed . The stamp and the card bear 
overprint "Poczta (rombus) Polska", 
double arabesques which points down 
and the value 15 hal. , finished with a 
square instead of period. In this over­
print the space between "Poczta" and 
"Polska" is 6 mm . in length of value 
and letters 8.5 mm. Height of the 
numeral "l" is 4 mm. 

With such meager information at our 
disposal it is difficult to make an ac­
curate and complete cataloging of these 
st.P.mps. 
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HA VE YOU WRITTEN TO THE 
POSTMASTER GENERAL ABOUT 
THE PADEREWSKI STAMP YET? 
If not - do it now! Ask your Club, 
Legion Post, Fraternal Group, or 
other organization to send a letter 
to Washington requesting that a 
Pa.derewski Stamp ·be issued as a 
Champion of Liberty issue in 1960 
on the 100th anniversary of his birth 
November 6th, 1960. Address the let­
ters to Postmaster General Arthur 
Summ~rfied, Post Office Depart-
ment, Washington 25, D.C. 

STECZYNSKI TO REPRESENT 
POLONUS AT WARSAW IN 1960 
Polonus received an invitation from 

the Polish Philatelists Federation to 
select a delegate from its ranks to re 
present t he Society on the judging com­
mittee for t he 1960 International Exhi­
bition at Warsaw, Poland. President 
Roman Burkiewicz appointed Myron 
Steczynski for the post and the mem­
bership uninamously approved. The So­
ciety has also decided to send an exhi­
bit of Seals, Bulletins and other phil a­
telic literature. 

Several members have decided to ex­
hibit and others are planning to attend. 
If at all possible, a tour should be 
planned and Roman Burkiewicz has un­
dertaken to answer all inquiries re­
garding the tour, exhibits, etc. If any 
members plan on exhibiting or going, 
please notify Roman at 2008 N . Wes­
tern Ave., Chicago 47, Ill. 

TID BITS 
The Program Committee has been on 

the job this year and provided us with 
interest ing programs every month so 
far. Chairman .John Bor announces that 
on June 27th we will again have a 
guest speaker. 

Member Frank Jusack is back at our 
meetings after a two-year hitch with 
Uncle Sam in the armed forces. iVel­
come back! 

APPLICANT PENDING 
Alexander Juskowicz 

2147 W. Evergreen Ave. 
Chicago 22, Illinois 
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The Meaning 
Appraisal 

of 
of 

Discarded 
Local Issues 

Postal Files in the 
of 1918-1922 

DR. JOSEPH TISLOWITZ 

In accordance with postal regulations 
every document pertaining to t he in­
terior postal accounting as well as do­
cumentary proof of certain services 
performed, such as cash payments on 
money orders, auxiliary addrnsses for 
parcels, rngistered mail rnceipts un­
delivered letter, etc., must be k ept on 
file for a certain period of time for 
the purpose of investigation of com­
plaints, for checking on claims or con­
ducting controls. 

This ·archival material, after t he ex­
piration of a required retaining period, 
was released as scrap for milling and 
was called "skart", and it is known 
by this word in :Po 1 is h . philatelic 
language today. (Editor's note: "Skart" 
here means postal file records, that 
have become ob~olete. For the sake 
of clarity, and since the word has no 
equivalent in the English language, we 
shall tise it th1·oughout the article.) The 
matter' of skart storage, period or re­
quired retainment and the disposal of 
postage stamps on it was regulated 
in various ways in different countries 
and at different times. 

I n our case the present term for 
retainm ent depends on the material in­
volved, in most cases two years time 
is required, and th e place of retainment 
i'.l t he Post Office. Ea1'lier, particularly 
ir the years 1919-1920, the period was 
much longer (from fi ve to t en years) 
by which, at the end of t he claim 
period, it was sto red at the district 
directioriats or in special warehouses. 
N ow as before, after the alloted re­
taining time elapses, it i s sold as scrap 
for milling. 

The collecto r's interest cc•~tcrs on t he 
fate of the stamps contained on skarts. 
Some Postal Administrations would 
order the stam ps to be cut out from the 
skart and later sell t hem in packages. 
By us at present, in t he majority of 
cases, payments are made in cash. If 
any stamps are on the skart, according 
to regulations, after the rnquired lapse 
of time, they shoukl be cut out and de­
livered to the State Philatelic Enter­
prises. However, in the "between the 
wars" perio cl. this nas not done to the 
stamps and the ska1·ts as a whole were 
auctioned for milling. But once in a 

Reverse side of a money order mailed from Bara­
now to Tarnobrzeg. Stam9s are 5 h. and 90 h. 
with a,n. overprint "Poczta Polska" cancelled at 
Baranow on 16. XII. 1918. In Tarnobrzeg two 
stamps were added to pay deHvery, post '.l.ge duc3 
5 h. and 15/36h. and cancelled at Tarnobr=eg 

whil e, dealers engaged in bulk 
sale of used postage stamps 
for philatelic pmposcs, suc­
ceeclea in purchasing some 
parts of the sk art and from 
these findings they prepared 
p a c k e t s. In some instances 
these dealers would pay atten­
tion to the stamps of greater 
value and would sell them 
separately. It should be em­
phasized that only a minute 
fraction of philatelic material 
contained in the skart was 
salvaged in such manner. In 
this way the stamps and phi­
la telic material on the skart 
got into hands of . collectors 
and stamp anR lysts rath er by 
acc id ent ana in small frag­
ments, , 'l'herefore, from the 
fact that certain issues never 
got into their hands one cannot 18 .. XII. 1918. -

170-4 Polonus Bulletin, May 1959 



CZERMIN 

conclu de that such mat erial never 
existed on skart. '£h e fact should also 
be taken into consideration that a 
large proportion of skarts came from 
the Austrian Partition of Poland ("Ma­
kpolsk a") and very little from the 
German Partition and German and 
Austrian Occupation. And entirely un­
known from skarts are stamps of local 
issues from the S}erman a,.nd Austi·ian 
Occupation. 

One must also remember the specific 
conditions tKat prevailed in the first 
months of regained Independence in 
HJ18. The Central Government was yet 
in its organizin g stage and each 
section of the cou ntry had different 
regulations and the post offices were 
not given any directives. Only on t he 
basis of evidence from transient mail 
did the postmasters learn and verify 
that in many localities postage stamps 
were overprinted with the words "Pocz­
ta Polska". Si nce they were not sup­
pli ed wit h t hese stamps and in order 
to express th eir patriotic fee ling and 
to, manifest on their stamps t he re­
gaj ned Independen ce, t hey did on their 
own, nationalize t he stamps with an 
overprint left by t he Occupant. For 
this reason one has to use a differnnt 
yard st ick for this period than _ one 
would use in normal times. The first 
guage on such yardstick would be to 
make certain that the nationalized 
stamps w ere in normal postal usage 
and the object of speculation was not 
t he motive for their issuance. In this 
respect the postal skart, if saved, has 
tremendous value. It is ideal positive 
documentary proof t hat the stamp in 
question was really in normal postage 
circulation. Truly, this fact could be 
also evid enced by correspondence from 
that period, but envelopes and cards 
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on which such stamps are used do not 
possess a corresponding pow er of proof, 
because of some skillful professional 
fabrication it i s often difficult t o 
establish definitely that the particular 
entire in question actually comes from 
normal postal usage without t he aid 
of a philatelic factor. Sometimes only 
an accidental familiarity with local 
conditions affirm s t he asse1-tion to th e 
contrary . As a n example I would only 
name here the case of the Court Sum­
mons, sent to th e parties and witnes­
ses by the County Court in Krak6w­
Podg6rz via th e Post Office Krakow 
XIV to the Post Office in Swi:i,tniki . 
These are official Court en velopes with 
the seal of the Court, unfran ked by the 
Court in accordance with existing re­
gulations and they are handstamped 
with a directive to collect the postage 
due from the addressee. In Swi:i,tniki 
a postal clerk-phil atelist delivered th e 
Summons and collected t he postage dues 
from the recipients, but whenever pos­
sible he retained the covers and later 
affixed to them provisional postage 
dues with all kincl s of overprints of 
his own production. He then cancell ed 
these with the appropriate date with 
th e date cancell er of Swi:i,tniki. Th e 
letters now had every appearance of 
normal postal usage, and only our being 
familiar with t he local conditions and 
circumstances helped to establish a spe­
culative character. On th e other hand, 
t here is no doubt as t o th e normal 
usage as confirmed on the skart. Be­
ca use th e stamps used on skarts (postal 
affid_avits; money orders , auxilliary ad­
dresses for parcels, etc.) did not get 
into the hands of the addressee nor 
were they return ed to the P.O. of their 
origin, but remained for years in postal 
archi ves, therefo1·e it woul n be nimlesR 
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£or the manufacturers 0£ the speculative 
issues to use their pl'Odu

0

ct on such af­
fidavits. Such material would be of 

_course inetri'eviably lost to them: Th at 
affirmation therefore, that certain 
stamps of som~ local issues were used 
on skarts is convincing proo£ of their 
usage in normal postal circulation, 
which in turn in th 9 phil ateli c apprai sal 
of their value has its decided meaning. 
The local issues, to be found on s:rnrts 
could be divid'°ed into three grnups. 

I. I ssues known and recognized be­
fore their discovery on skarts, for 
'example: 
'th e Krakow, Lublin and P.K.L. 
I ssues, for which the skart con­
stituted only confirm ation of their 
normal postal circulat ion . It has to 
be stated howe ve r, that not al l 
values from these i ssues were 
evidenced on sk a rts but at the 
same time, underlined, that phila­
t elically, the most valuable deno­
minations existed on skarts. 

II. Issues known before their di~co­
yery on skarts, but there were 
either: 
a) certain do.ubts whether the:v 

were in normal postal usage (as 
the Skalat issne) which doubts 
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were removed af t el' their find­
ings on skart s. 

b) eit he r were considered as pure­
ly speculative and only skarts 
proved t hat it was not so, and 
they were in norpi::tl p9stal cir­
culation- as an example : Mie­
lec II. and Mielec III., which 
in the "Polskie Znaki Poczto­
we" st ill were incorrectly de­
scribed as purely speculative. 
(See a rti cle of t he writer pub­
lished before the war in "Ika­
ros" No. 62, "In Defense of the 
Locals of Mielec II and III." ) 

In cases "a" and "b" th e discovery 
of stamps on skarts caused rehabilita­
tion of these issues. 

Also in this group, not every value 
was found on skart s, and it must be 
stated that often stamps 0£ these is­
sues were lat e r exploited b y speculr..tive 
elements. 

III. I ssues revealed only through 
sk art, that is, du e to skarts their 
existence was discovered. It 
prnves t hey originated without 
aid of a "philatelic fact01·" and 
were not noticed by phil atelist s 
and exploited by specul ators. Tn 
this group t he philateli cally most 
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valuable .issues of BaTanow and 
Czermin belong. An important 
part skart played was the cata­
log in "Polskie Znaki Pocztowe" 
postage dues fOl' Malopolska. 
'l'he majority of these issues, 
often in complete sets on the 
philatelic market are completely 
uknown on skarts, (for example: 
Balice, Myslenice, SkTzeczon etc. 
and of otheTs only a few of 
certain values are known ( ex­
ample: Cisna II, Krakow 1, 10, 
14; Rzeszow 1, etc.) 

In counterpart, a goocl many local 
dues are known only from skaTts,. which 
in these instances because voicl of 
speculative characteristics, Tevealecl the 
most valuable local issues of clues. 

It is evident from the above that 
skarts have played ,an an iD;J;Ortant part 
in the classification ancl evaluation of 
philatelic values of the Local Issues 
of Postage St'amps ancl Postage Dues 
from the Territory of Malopolska in 
the 1918-1920 period. 

BEN REEVES VICTIM 
IN $75,000 BURGLARY 

BurglaTs with keen eyes for things 
of collector interest made a rich haul 
the night of April 28 when they broke 
into the Ben Reeves Stamp Co. offices, 
4359 Elston, Chicago, Ill. Mr. Reeves 
who resides at 4429 Keystone, Chicago, 
reported that t he raiders first e:1terccl 
r,r. adjoining store which has a com­
mon basement with his quarteTs, then 
sawed a hole through hi s floor. 

Two safes were broken open, and 
all but the choicest material was dis-­
carded . Taken were rare stamps in­
cluding complete collections, v aluable 
coins, and a $1500 collection of play­
ing cards elating back to the Civil War. 
Biggest loss was a personal collection 
of Heligolancl, one of the most nearl y 
complete in th e world . 

Mr. Reeves is a past president of 
the Society of Philatelic Americans 
and a former very active Polonus mem­
ber, officer, serving on many commit­
tees. Polonus member s and dealers 
:ere urged to note and report any 
suspicious offerings, especially in the 
Heligolancl category. 
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PICNIC SET FOR AUG. 2nd 
Polonus will act as host to t he Cen­

tral Federation of Stamp Clubs this 
year at the Annual Picnic Sunday, 
August 2nd at Doc Kozy's Aquilla Re­
sort in Powers Lake, Wiscon sin. In 
addition to the regular program of 
games, races, pTizes, wienie roast, etc., 
there will be music and dancing. A 
live orchestra is scheduled to play. Rain 
or shine, the picnic goes on as there 
is a huge pavillion on the grounds. 

Dinners will be served indoors and 
run $2.00 for adults and $1.00 for chil­
dren. These must be reserved in ad­
vance. 

It was decided that, because the Cen­
tral Federation is celebrating its 25th 
Anniversary this year, Polonus would 
open its doors and share its Annual 
Pi cnic with the other Chicagoland 
Stamp Clubs. 

-R. Reinowski, Picnic Chrm. 

BILLIG RELEASES 
NEW HANDBOOK NO. 27 

The long estabJished line of hand­
books published by Fritz Billig of 
Jamaica, N. Y. has been continued by 
the 1·elea;rn of No. 27 in the usual style 
and format . This volume is bound in 
gray cloth with gold imprint, in 6 x 9 
size. Its 208 pages ai-e well printed on 
glossy paper, with a number of il­
lustrations. 

Of interest to a Poland collector is 
the listing of the stamps of the Ger­
man Occupation during World War I, 
for the area of General Governme:1t 
vVarsaw during 1915-17. This is fol­
lowed by Local Issues of Sosnowiec, 
'Warsaw and Zawiercie. Then they co­
ver the "Postgebiet Ob. Ost" issue of 
the Eastern Front, followed by the 
Grorlno Issue of 1919. 

Of particulaT note is that the ma­
terial co ntained in this 27th offering 
i, well cross indexed both as regards 
this one volume anil past numbers. The 
price is $6 from Fritz Billig, 168-39 
Highland Ave., .Jamaica 32, N . Y. 

APPLICANT PENDING 
Stanley Karkowski 

2427 S. Springfield Ave. 
Chicago 23, Ill. 
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WHAT GOES ON AT POLONUS 
By ROMAN STRZELECKI, Secretary 

MEETING OF APRIL 24, 1959 
'I'he second meeting of the month 

is usually combined with a program. 
Only important matters are discussed 
at a -short meeting and then the rest 
of the evening is devoted to the guest 
speake'I:. There were 23 members and 
three visitors present. 

The President made an announcement 
about Poland's 1960 International Ex­
hibition at Warsaw. The year 1960 hap­
pens to be the 1000th anniversary of 
Poland's existence and t he 100th an­
niversa ry of Poland's first postage 
stamp. A lenghthy discussion developed 
and many questions were asked as to 
the -;;;tandpoint of Polonus as one of the 
largest· ·Polish stamp societies. Should 
Polonus be represented as groupi Will 
many of our members be ·willing to 
exhibiU Should Polonus organize a 
special tour to Poland at that time'! 
What are the terms and how can we 
we be sure of the security of our 
exhibits t All t hese and many more 
ques't ions could not be answered and 
t here were only a few facts available. 
'A motion was made to appoint a com­
mittee to obtain all the necessary in­
formation and make it known to the 
members. 

I know that this report will make 
many of our members think. Maybe 
you will ask yourself "Why not ex­
hibit." Let them in Poland see what 
we have ! I don't want to ask you 
directly to exhibit at this time as a 
lot of details are unknown at this 
time but should you like to exhibit if 
is possible, won't you drop me a postal 
card and let me knowf 

Personally I think, and you will 
agree -with me, that Polonus should 
be represented at t he 1960 International 
Show at Warsaw. 

The program tonight was something 
different. I n order to create more inter­
est and encourage more discussion, Ro­
man Burkiewicz gave a talk on the 
Scott Catalog unlisted Bureau of Inter­
nat ional Education stamps and souvenir 
sheet. Then all members present par­
ticipated in the discussion (including 
the quiet ones). Much information was 
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made available to all present, asd a 
wealth of knowledge was obtained. You 
Chicagoland me m b e rs who weren't 
present missed something! 

MEETING OF MAY 8, 1959 
'£he meeting was opened by the 

President with a rather small atten­
dance present, 14 members and t.hree 
visitors. John Bor, the Central Federa­
tion Delegate, reported some action of 
the other clubs on the Resolution fo r 
the U. S. Paderewski stamp. It looks 
like we still need more support and 
signatures. 

The matter of the Polonus Picnic 
was discussed. The date was set-Sun­
day, August 2nd, 1959. As we will b e 
the hosts for th e Central Federation 
clubs, John Bor and Roman Reinowski 
estimated th at about 250 to 300 guests 
in addi tion to our own crowd of 100 
will attend. A program is being plan­
ned by Roman who is well experienced 
in these matters. 

'l'he Membership Committee reported 
two new members (and we always 
welcome morn ). ·walter Szymlek re­
ported very intensive activity with a 
well known philatelist in Poland who 
prepared a complete catalog with a 
h.istory of the stamps of the Warsaw 
Uprising and the A.K. issues. Polonus 
intends to publish the catalog in the 
English language. Watch for further 
announ cements. 

Six new frames were added to our 
present lot, and this now is the total 
amount needed for next year's Polpex. 

A Jetter from the U nion of Polish 
Phil atelists Association in London was 
received with a request for receiving 
our Bulletin. A motion was made and 
passed to mail them our Bulletin from 
]959 on, on an exchange basis. A let­
ter was received from Mrs. Kay Ho­
rowicz of England with thanks for the 
Gold Medal she received for her 1959 
Polpex exhibit. 

The New Issue Committee reported 
that pockets will jingle in May. A set 
of Mushroom Stamps (about 12 zl. 
nominal value) was issued today. Some 
Poland's Paintings and Air Mail Semi-
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postal are to come out soo n. One of our 
dealers reported many price increases 
for Poland stam ps in Scott's supple­
ment. 

Doc Kozy made a short report on 
the progress for the Paderewski stamp. 
.Many prominent political and philatelic 
f igu res are on our side as well some 
noted clergy. We still need more signa­
Lures. The Committee appeal s to every­
one to sign the Resolution and to send 
them direct ly to the Postmaste r Gener­
::-. 1. P erso nal letters will help also. It 
i:; important that -Washington receives 
mail not only from Chicago but from 
r 11 ove r the U.S. So fellows, get _busy 
and start writing. I hope and I'm sure 
Lhat you do, that one day when the 
,;tamp is issued I will be able to say 
'I did my part!" 

MEETING OF 'MAY 22, . 1959 
'l'his meeting turned out to be a busi­

ness meeting. There were 27 members 
and three visitors present. A short re­
view was given by the President on 
Polonus Nite at the Chicago Philatelic 
Society the night before. He said that 
Polonus had 22 members in attendance 
to the C.P.S. 20 mern bers. '!'heir Presi­
dent Mr. Love greeted us warmly ancl 
l:lfter going over their regular busi_ness 
proceeded with Polo nus Nite. '!'heir 
member E lmer Stuart made a motion 
that C.P.S . make up a letter to the 
Post r.1aster Gener::] stat ing that the 
C.P.S. is in favor of a Ignacy Jan Pa­
derewski stamp in th e Champion of Li­
berty series for 1960. 'l'h e motion was 
voted on and accepted unanimously. 
This gesture was wholeheartedly appre­
ciated bv Polo:rns and so stated by Ro­
man Btirkiewicz on the floo1·. Roman 
proceed eel to introduce ou 1· speakers. 
Myron Steczynski was called on first 
1J.11cl r;poke very eloquently ancl autho­
ritavely on the Krnk6w Issues. He was 
followed by .Jack Domar who supple­
me:1ted this with methods of expertiz­
ing these i~sues. Chester Schafer then · 
spok e shor~l< on his grand award win­
ning P.K.L. i ssues followed by Chester 
:Miknc': i who talked on Poli sh Revenues. 

Com ing back to our own meeting of 
May 22nd, it turned out to be a lon g 
one filled with hot discussions. First 
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of all a leter was read from t he Polish 
Philatelic Federation iu Warsaw, with 
an in:;,itation to participate in the 1960 
International Exhibition and to dele­
gate a mern ber from Pol onus as a judge 
for the same show. A full discussion 
followed on the contents of this letter 
and, First, the meeting body appointed 
Myron Steczynski to act as Polonus' 
representative ancl the judge for the 
exhibition. He would travel to and 
return at hi s own expense. Second, 
Polonus would participate as a Society 
ancl would exhibit its Seals, Bulletins 
ancl philatelic literature. Messrs. Scha­
fer, Szymlek, Kloskowski ancl Dr. Uz­
nanski were appointed to prepare the 
material. Third, Polonu s members are 
invited to exhibit individually (details 
will be available late r). Fourth, The 
possibility of arr anging a tou r to Po­
land at the t i me of the exhibition. 
In order to co-ordinate the work and 
keep our members informed, all infor­
mation will be publi. heel in our Bulle­
tin as soon as it is received. In the 
meantime, we invite ou1· out-of-town 
mern bers to su brn it their views on this 
matter. All membe r who are thinking 
of exhibiting or joining the tour are 
asked to drop us a line. This will help 
UR to organize a s trong and efficient 
1·epresentation for Polonu s at t his , big 
International Exhi bit. Yi u w ill agree 
that this is Olli' opportunity to show 
international philateli c circles that Po­
lonus is not only just a stamp club 
but T'HE Stamp Club in America. Let's 
:ioin together and prepare something 
big. Should you be intcr·estecl in any 
of the ~-bove mentioned projects, do 
not hesitate to wri te to me. I will be 
glad to give ~' OU all details as the~' 
are made available . 

NEW MEMBERS 
Marian Hayclzicki 

Skrytka Pocztowa 60 
'l'arn6w l, Poland 

Daniel Dohrn, .Tr. 
7358 Milan 

University City 14, Mo. 
Dr. Roberto Levi-Castillo 

P. 0. Box 3606 
Guayaqueil, Ecuado1· 
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MEET MR. THADDEUS GRYZEWSKI 
By WALTER SZYMLEK 

Since 1930 he has conti­
nually operated his own 
philatelic firm; only one 
out of two such private 
firms in Poland existing 
today. 

Aside from his profes­
sional occupation, he con­
tinually devotes his time 
and talents to the develop­
ment and promulgation of 
Polish philately throughout 
the world. 

In the "Between the 
Wars" period he specialized 
in Aerophilately, which 

resulted in several articles about poli sh 
aerogrammes in "The Afr Mail Col-
lector", Kansas. ' • 

After · the war, as early as 1945, he 
was ffrst to publish, his own edition 
of the brochured catalog - "Katalog 
Znaczk6w Pocztowych Polskich wyda­
nych ·w latach wielkiej wojny 1941-
1945"; and a supplement to this catalog 
in the following year. 

In 1948,-also of hi s own edition­
appeared: "Gry:i:ewskiego Katalog Pol­
skich Zriaczk6w Pocztowych" which a 
year later, with many compliments, 
was pintred in its Second Edition, and 
which to date stands as the best com­
pilation of its kind. External circum­
st11.nces wouJd not allow the continu ­
ation of hi s publications. 

In 1956 he was approached by the 
State Philatelic E nterprise "Panstwowe 
Przedsi~biorstwo Filateli styczne" to 
prepare the text for a catalog on 
stamps of Poland which they intended 
to publish. This work he completed. 
How ever, on its outer form and certain 
details he had no direct influence, and 
this substantially lowered its value. 
On the Philatelic Review publication 
"Przegl!),d Filatelistyczny", Lodz, he 
was co-editor and closest co-worker 
from the outset of its existence. The 
present publication "Filatelista" in its 
initial stage was organized by him 
without anyone's assistance. 

In addition to his literary work, 
he is constantly engaged in a whole 
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line of activities in the 
philatelic field. As early 
as 1946 the Ministry of 
Commerce requested him to 
organize the philatelic ex­
port service. For various 
reasons the project was la­
ter abandoned. In 1954 the 
Minister of Posts employed 
him as an expert appraiser 
in the evaluating of seve­
ral larger collections. 

He is a permanent "Ex­
pert for the Courts" on 
philatelic matters. With 
the many years of specia­

lizing in Polish stamps, he is one of 
very few in Poland who can expertize 
any stamp of Poland. 

In the Organizing Committee for the 
comming "International Philatelic Ex­
hibition" "vVarszawa 1960" he is chair­
man of the Foreign section. 

Going back to the analyzing and 
publicity-it has to be added that he 
has completed the work on "The history, 
postal activities, stamps entires and 
cancellations of the Warsaw Uprising" 
"Powstanie Warszawskie 1945". This 
latest work is now ready for publica­
tion and will be published by the 
Polonus Philateli c Society. 

NEW PHILATELIC LITERATURE 
You specialists of Germania stamps 

with "Gen. Gouv. ·warschau" overprin­
ted "Poczta Polska" stamps (Scotts 15-
26) will be interested in knowing of 
the publication of the booklet Second 
Polish Provisional Issue, 1918. It con­
tains 16 pages and is another in the 
European Philatelic Library series pub­
lished by J. Kwiatkowski and J. C. 
Crimlisk. The author, Dr. ,Joseph Tislo­
witz brings the study of this issue up 
to date with many useful charts and il­
lustrations. This booklet is Part I only, 
and available at 50 cents per copy. Part 
II is not rnady as yet but it will be 
available in the 1iear future. All orders 
anil remittan ces shouJd be sent to Mr. 
J. C. Crimlisk, 9 Victoria Ave., Filey, 
Yorkshire, England. 
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THE EXHIBITION 
by Roman Strzelecki 

TH IRD INSTALLMENT 

Exh. No. 11 - Kay Horowicz, Eng­
lv nd - From the entry in the program 
most of the Postal History enthusiasts 
expected to find material not in their 
own collections, and the rngular collec­
tor anticipated something unusual. 'The 
exhibit showed excellent Postal History 
n, aterial of the Red Polish Date Stamp 
o.f ·warsaw. Original covers dating as 
far back as 1815 with the red hand­
st ru ck double line and circular date 
stamp. The pages nicely described and 
clearly illu strated the types and dimen­
sions of the date stamping as well as 
details of dates and places in transit 
with a full accounting. 

I observed a number of old timers 
studying the individual covers and they 
littered up the floor with cigarette 
butts after ma\ly unfinished discussions. 

'l'his very valuable and interesting 
Postal History earned a Gold Medal 
for this overseas Polonus member. 

Exh . No. 12-'Nalter Szymlek-The 
short, one line description did not des­
cribe the exhibit fully. But after seeing 
the material even some dealers said 
"Ah, ah !" The First Surcharge on the 
Regular Issue it was, and the 'l'ypogra­
phic Overprint of the 3 mk. it was 
too, but one unique item was outstand­
ing: a strip of 20 stamps with ten 
atcross and two deep with the "3 mk" 
overprinted on the top t en but the 
cross bars intended for obliterating the 
orignal value of the stamp of 20 fen. 
being shifted, missing the top row 
but appearing in the second row. This 
was possible only by slipping _of the 
full sheet du ring the process of over­
printing. Original study and research 
of the 3 mk stamp was shown with 
pl ate varieties like the overprint partly 
missing, overprint offset on back, etc., 
plus perforation varieties. The exhibit 
well earned the Kozakiewicz Research 
Award. 

I wo:1der if some of our members 
can talk Walter Szymlek into breaking 

. up his strip into blocks of foud 

Exh. No. 13 - Zdzi slaw W:i,growski 
- The 400th Anniversary of the Polish 
Postal Se1·vices illustrated in t his exhi-

Polonus Bulletin, May 1959 

bit proved to be of great interest to 
many visitors. 'l'h e material was very 
recent and had an aesthetic arrange­
ment of stamps and souvenir sheets 
together with Postal Cards in mint con­
dition as well as used. Many items 
showed large and fancy slogan cancel­
lations specially designed by Polish Pos­
tal authorities to commemorate this 
occasion by quite a number of post 
offices throughout Poland. Practically 
all the envelopes were nicely catcheted 
and togeth er with the stamps and can­
cellations made a colorful display. The 
exhibit is a good example of modern 
Postal History and some clay will at­
tain much philatelic value. 

Exh. No. 14 - Leo J. Topolinski -
This exhibit showed a complete section 
of a highly speciali zed collection of 
Prisoner Of War material, the Oflag 
II-C Camp in Wolclenburg. 'l'o specialize 
in th' 1 type of material is not easy. 
StRmps, postcards and souvenir sheets 
were shown is both mint condition and 
used with Pri son Post Office cancel­
lation. Also in cluded were copies of 
prntocol including the n~mes nf nffi­
cinls snthorizing the issuance of these 
stamps. The many types of cancella­
tions were shown. Of special interest 
was the item call erl th e "Unfinisheil 
Madonna" - with a little sentiment. 
nrt nn<l l1istory attncherl to it. Here's 
the story: One of the the prisoners in 
the camp produced two sets of the Ma­
donna stamps issued in th e camp ( one 
set 01{ thin paper and the othei· on 
heavier, both printed from wood cuts) 
and glued them in a m,i,niln folder 
(about 8 x 12 inches in size) and hail 
the stamps cancelled in the Prison 
Post Office with two different cRncel­
lations. The prisoner, who happened to 
be an artist decided to reproduce on 
be an artist decided to reproduce one 
eof the Madonna stamps on the outside 
of the fo lder. Afte r completing about 
three-quarters of the picturn of this 
Madonna, he was killed. 'l'lrns did this 
piece get the title '"rhe U nfinished 
:Madonna." U nu sual material and well 
worthy of the Best P. 0. W. Award. 

(Continued next month) 
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NEW ISSUES 
by J. J. Domar 

The New Issues program contempla­
ted for 1959 seems quite formidable. 
Some issues originally planned for 1958 
weie rescheduled for 1959 production 
- Famous Polish Paintings (5 stamps), 
Polish Fungi (8 stamps), Polish Natio­
nal Costumes (first part 5 stamps of 
an issue of 10) . 

New topics for 1959 are as follows : 

1. Third Congress of Polish ·workers 
Party (3 stamps) issued . 

2. Tenth Anniversary of the World 
Movement For Peace (3 stamps). 

3. Fortieth Anniversary of the Polish 
Red Cross (3 stamps are to be .. dedi­
cated to Anti·Tuberculosis Campaign ) . 

4. Fifteenth Anniversary of the Po· 
lish Peoples Republic (3 stamps). 

5. Twenty -Fourth Conference of fo .. 
ter·Parliamentary Union (2°3 stamps) . 

6. Poland's Millenium (10 stamps). 

7. Polish Ma'chine Industry (2 or 
5 stamps) . 

10. Forty·Fourth World E speranto 

POLAND 
Silk sheet mint or FDC . .... . $2.50 
C47 /51 Hi v alue Air, mint or 

FDC . .. ..... .. ... . .. .. 4.00 
NEW ISSUES slow but sure -

At Lo,west Prices . . . 

VARIETilES 
370/372 imperf mint pairs .... $7.50 
0-21/22 imp. proofs 12 diff . . 10.00 
C2 imperf proof block of 4 . . . . 95.00 
745 ·- 60 gr. Olympic imp mint .10.00 
50 - 90 H. thin Z used . .. ... 150.00 

BOOKS 
1956 bound Filatelista . . .. .... $3.50 
1957 bound Filatelista. . . . . . . . 3.50 
1958 bound Filatelista. . . . . . . . 3.50 
400 Year Anniv. Book ... . .... 5.00 
1860 / 1956 Catalog . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.25 

- WANT LISTS WELCOME -

Twin Eagle Stamp Co. 
2140 IOWA 

GRANITE CITY, ILL. 

170·12 

-~~~··················~ 
POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY ◄ 

Roman Strzelecki, Secretary ~ 
1439 N. Bell Ave. ◄ 

Chicago 22, Illinois ~ 
Adam Kloskowski, Treasurer ◄ 

2528 N. Drake Ave. ◄ 
Chicago 47, Illinois ~ 

Publicat ions Committee : 
Chester A. Schafer, Editor ◄ 

864 N. Ashland Ave. ◄ 
Chicago 22, Illinois : 

1Y alter Szyrnlek ◄ 
23-11 \\'. Moffat St. ◄ 

Chicago 4 7, Illinois ~ 
Associate E ditors this Issue : 

Thaddeus Gryzewski, Dr. Joseph ◄ 
'I'islowitz, Rom an Strzelecki and J. l 
J. Domar. ◄ 

Polonus Philatelic Society is nou- 1 
► political. The views expresseu. by ◄ 
► the authors of articles appearing ·1 

~ herein do not necessari ly express ! 
the vi ~1\·~ of the i:'olonus Philatelic ; 
Society. j 

~ - A:inual Dues ore $2 .50 -

...................... ~········· 
Congress in Warsaw (2 stamps) . 

11. Sixty·fifth Anniversary of Polish 
Philately. 

The series to depict Polish medicinal 
plants has been postponed indefinitely. 

Poland's Millenium will be commemo­
rated by several stamp issues in 1959-
1965. Among the topics are forseen: 
Wit Stwosz's altar in Cracow, Coat of 
Arms of Historical Cities, History of 
the Polish Army, Great Poles, etc. All 
th ese issues will bear some device or 
emblem in common as well as the 
time watermark. 

Filatelista 

MIDWAY OPEN HOUSE 

Chicagoland members are invited to 
attend the 100th meeting of the Mid­
way Stamp Club on Wednesday, June 
17th at 5718 Archer Avenue. Guest 
speaker for the evening is }'rank Kova­
rik; topic - "Posta Czechoslovakia, 
1919." 

Many Polonus members are in the 
ranks of the Midway Stamp Club. An 
Open Hou se will be held with everyone 
invited. The meeting will be held in 
an air condition ed hall. Refreshments 
will be served . 
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