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Many Front-Rank Collections

have been sold in our salesroom in the 1950-51 season. The illus-
trations show just six of the specially designed catalogues of
collections we have recently sold. These six properties have so far
realized $658,000.

More important collections are sold through us than any other
firm. The reason is simple. Harmer, Rooke & Co. provides the
ultimate in auction service, and at no extra cost.

It will pay you to sell your stamps through

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., INC.

The World’s Leading Stamp Auctioneers
560 Fifth Avenue New York 19, N. Y. .




OVER 40 YEARS...

in the stamp business but always in association with others, under
a firm name:—Manhattan Stamp Co., 1909-1911; Stanley Gib-
bons, Inc., 1911-1922; Economist Stamp Co., Inc., 1922-1951.

Now @t Long Last..,

I’'m on my own and will continue to make every effort to be of
assistance to collectors and add, if possible, to the pleasure they
have in the formation of their collections.

For Jhe Jime Being. ..

My stock will be limited to United States Adhesive Postal Issues
and Great Britain and Colonies. Your orders, want-lists or en-
quiries on anything Philatelic will be gratefully received and have

my immediate personal attention.

UNITED STATES — UNUSED — BRITISH COLONIES

9X1—5c N. Y. REPRINT .....ccceeeeeees $20.00 AUSTRALIA #)21—10s Creen ........ $17.50
10X1—>5c Prov. REPRINT .. v 5.00 — #])22—20s Green .....cccceevcuvvveennne 35.00
27—5c BRICKRED, O. G. .... ::200:00 == FJBY/A9—SET .icussssmrasnssssrevsesss 17.50
28—>5c RED BROWN, O. G. . ....150.00 GIBRALTAR #76/92—SET .....cceveene 50.00
29—5c BROWN, O. G. .....c.oooviieiiinnnns 50.00 IRELAND #44/58—SET .....cccccceeunun 10.00
84—2¢, 12x14 GRILL, O. G. .....convens 85.00 — #58—10s BLUE .............. e 5.00
86—1lc, 11x13 GRILL, O. G. ..... ... 25.00 NATAL—#81/94—SET ....cccevviuiunee. 10.00
89—10c, 11x13 GRILL, O. G. .......... 25.00 — F101/108—SET ...ccosemssossissssnasen 10.00
98—12¢; 9%x13 GRILL, O. G. wcvsvsces 1500 — FVT0/1IE—SET ....sssssasssssvmsmesss 15.00
135—2¢, RED BROWN, O. G. .......... 7.50 NEW BRITAIN—#12—1s on 1 M.... 60.00
138—7c, VERMILION, O. G. ............ 50.00 NEW GUINEA—#10/13—2s/£1...... 12.00
157B—2¢, DOUBLE PAPER ............ 18.00 NEW HEBRIDES—#1/16 SET .......... 15.00
158C—3c, DOUBLE PAPER ... 10.00 N. W. PACIFIC 1s,—#27/38—SET.. 9.00
178C—2c, WITH GRILL, O. G. ........ 25.00 SIERRA LEONE—#77/88—SET ... 9.00
211B—2c, SPECIAL PRINT, O. G .... 37.50 TANGANYIKA—#39/44 1s/£ ........ 12.00
SIDNEY F. BARRETT
87 NASSAU STREET NEW YORK 38. N. Y.
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THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC.

Considers one of its most important functions the
improvement of relations between Collectors and
Dealers . . . Our more than 550 Members are

pledged to serve you well.

The stamps which they sell you must be and are

Guaranteed Cenuine.

We urge you to purchase your stamps from dealers

displaying the A. S. D. A. Symbol.

i\

We firmly believe that the Members of the Col-
lectors Club and the Members of The American
Stamp Dealers’ Association are engaged in a joint

enterprise — the Improvement of Philately.

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC.

65 Nassau Street /ﬁf\ New York 38, N. Y.
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Editorial

Philatelic Book Reviews

You plan to eat a ham and cheese sand-
wich. Would you be tempted to order it be-
cause of the following description? “A ham
and cheese sandwich consists of two slices of
ryve bread, a leaf of lettuce and mustard
spread over a cut of ham and cheese. It
costs 4oc.”

This tells you nothing. You have not the
slightest conception of how it tastes; whether
the mustard is sharp or mild; whether the
“ham is boiled, smoked or Virginia; whether
the cheese is mild or strong, imported or do-
mestic. You know as little as you did before
you read the above description.

This parable is used because that is exactly
what vou read in reviews of philatelic litera-
ture. Most of them are not readers’ guides.
The effects of this are shown in the quality of
literature about stamps being published. The
quantity is immense. Most people outside of
philately cannot conceive of the number of
handbooks, catalogs, periodicals, bulletins,
weeklies, pamphlets and newspapers published
annually on stamp collecting. The range is
from good to bad. Try to learn “which is
which” by reading most of the comments in
the philatelic press. What is the result?

VOL. XXX, NO. 3

HENRY M. GOODKIND, Editor
Editorial Committee

WINTHROP S. BOGGS
HARRISON D. S. HAVERBECK
EDWIN MUELLER

STEPHEN G. RICH

First of all, the “originality” of the reviews
amazes. Trite and hackneyed clichés are re-
peated over and over. Every book is “a
must” or “the last word” (which many wish
were actually true). If written in a foreign
language one reads comments somewhat in
this vein:—“This catalogue, although in Ger-
man, will be of great help to the specialist.”

Without elaborating further upon the in-
anity and lack of constructive criticism in
most book reviews, an examination of some
of the reasons for this condition may be dis-
cussed.

First: Ignorance exists in many reviewers,
who either lack the necessary philatelic
knowledge, or a reasonable understanding of
the particular field under consideration.

Second: There is favoritism and bias, which
are almost upon an equal plane with temerity
to criticise. Many a reviewer appears to be-
lieve that because the effort is commendable,
the product, therefore, must be praised
whether worthy or not. This seems to boil
down to an “Oh!-he-meant-well” attitude.

Finally, an entirely wrong plan of book
reviewing in many philatelic publications is
responsible for the lack of proper criticism.
When such work is assigned to one person
who does not and cannot know everything
about all philately, lacking the necessary

(Continued on Page 142.)
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THE CLUB’S LIBRARY

The saying “opportunity strikes only once”
does not hold true for the Philatelist.
Whether he be an individual bent on research,
an ardent specialist, or just a general col-
lector, he has a tried, true and permanent
friend in the Collectors Club Library, where
to his good fortune and opportunity he will
be able to locate all types of philatelic infor-
mation.

The Collectors Club Library has one of the
most complete collections of books, pamphlets,
and periodicals relating to Philately that has
ever been brought together.

It was started about 1896 and has been
formed by a large number of valuable gifts
among which should be noted: In 1923,
Theodore E. Steinway bought and presented
to the Club the great philatelic library of
Victor Suppantschitsch, President of the
Senate of Austria. This contained 27,165
pieces of periodical literature and 1,180 books
and other publications. In 1926, Joseph S.
Rich gave his Library of Philatelic Literature
to the Club. This consisted of 1500 volumes
all splendidly bound. Mr. William R. Rick-
etts has donated his well known collection to
the Club. It was especially rich in foreign
language articles and books.

As new books and articles have been pub-
lished, they have been placed on the Library
shelves, so that through the years many hun-
dreds of volumes have been added. The Club
has also kept up to date with the many peri-
odicals being published both here and abroad,
besides various specialty clubs’ activities and
their publications. As these numbers are
completed, they are bound so they can be
easily handled for use of the members.

As an additional aid to seekers of informa-
tion, the Collectors Club has a full time Li-
brarian who is most anxious to be of help.
The Library is open every day from one (1)
to five (5) P. M. Only closed during July
and August. For members unable to make
use of the Library in the afternoon, evening
hours from seven (7) to nine (9) P. M. are
maintained. These hours are changed only
on the regular meeting nights of the Col-
lectors Club which are held on the first and
third Wednesdays of each month. On these

nights the hours are four (4) to six (6)
P. M., and seven (7) to ten (10) P. M.
The reading room is especially pleasant and
ideal for one seeking a spot to make notes.

All members of the Collectors Club,
whether they are resident or non-resident are
entitled to borrow not more than three (3)
volumes which they may keep for a two-week
period. (Non-resident members are charged
with postage and insurance on volumes sent
to them.)

It seems as if too few of our non-resident
members avail themselves of our Library
service. When one commences paying dues
to a club, the first question usually asked is—
What can I get out of it? FEach year that
his dues are payable, this question comes up
again. A great majority of our non-resident
membership cannot avail themselves physically
of the Club House facilities. Our Library,
however, is an exception. Perhaps the Club
has been negligent in not sufficiently advertis-
ing its Library privileges to all the members.
Or, on the other hand, it may be that many
have not heeded this when it was mentioned.
We do find, when speaking to some of our
out-of-town members who occasionally visit
us here, that they are amazed to learn that
they may borrow books from The Club’s
Library by mail.

Most of our books are available, with the
exception of a very few rare volumes which
may only be read in The Club Library and
not removed therefrom. In addition, there
is a photostatic service which has been help-
ful to a number of our members. Pages or
passages from a book may be photographed
by this method and this service is supplied at
cost plus postage. It is however, essential
that any passage of a book to be photostated
be specifically stipulated. One cannot refer
to a book, ask for a certain passage to be
located and then photostated.

With all this immeasurable wealth of
philatelic material at your beck and call, why
not take advantage of The Club Library?
It is here for that purpose, and we wish to
see many more of our members, particularly
the non-resident, do this. .

Julian F. Gros
Chairman, Library Committee.
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WEI HAI WEI

By H. B. R. CLARKE, F.R.P.S.L.*

For much of the last century Europe and
Asia were disturbed, as they are now, by the
bogey of the Russian Bear. For years the
fear of what in 1904-05 and 1914-15 turned
out to be a militarily over-rated nation was an
affliction to the European powers, and not
least to the British, whose spheres of interest
clashed directly with those of the Russian
Empire from Persia to India. Further east,
the clash was less direct, but when it became
clear after the Sino-Japanese War of 1894
that China could be regarded as a ‘“power
vacuum” and that the Tsarist Empire was
aiming at filling the vacuum so far as north-
ern China was concerned, a manoeuver for
position started in this area. No less than
five Great Powers were on the move in the
Far East in the last years of the century.
Russia, Germany, France and Great Britain
all moved forward in China, whilst away to
the south-east, the United States liberated
the Philippines from Spain by force of arms.

The first move was made by Germany, who
occupied Kiaochow in 1897. This gave the
Russians a pretext to “winter their fleet” at
Port Arthur (Liushunkow) on the Kwan-
tung Peninsula, across the Gulf of Pechihli,
and to open negotiations for the lease of
Port Arthur and Dairen (Talienwan) on the
alleged grounds that they were anxious to
obtain an ice-free port (which Vladivostok
was not) on the Pacific.

The British Government pointed out to
the Russians that it “was not opposed to the
lease by Russia of an ice-free commercial
port connected by rail with the Trans-Siber-
ian railway” but that “questions of an entirely
different kind were opened if Russia obtained
control of a military port in the neighborhood
of Peking.” The Russians were not to be

* This study is contributed to Tur CorrecTors CrLus
Priraterist by The China Stamp Society, of whose
London unit Mr. Clarke is head.

deterred, however, and on 27th March, 1898,
after a handsome bribe to Li Hung-chang,
the Chinese negotiator, the Russians acquired
from China the lease of the Liaotung Penin-
sula, with Port Arthur and Dairen, for 25
years, with the right to construct a branch
railway from Harbin. As the events of the
Russo-Japanese War were to show, the
Russians sought a fortress on the Pacific
rather than an ice-free port, and Port Arthur
was converted by them into a great military
stronghold.

Wei Hai Wei is on the north coast of
Shantung, and lies opposite to Port Arthur,
and almost due south, across the Gulf of
Pechihli.  The British Government were
anxious to restore the naval balance of power
in the Far East which had been disturbed
by Russia, and following a broad hint from
the Chinese, who wanted a counterpoise to
the advancing power of Russia, they in-
structed Sir Claude MacDonald, the British
Minister to China, to obtain a lease of Wei
Hai Wei, as a naval anchorage and coaling
station. Critics of the step said that the little
town offered a poor defensive position, but
the reply to this was that it was the only
place where the Chinese had put up a suc-
cessful resistance to Japan in 1894. Agree-
ment was reached with Germany and Japan,
the two other powers interested in Shan-
tung, and with whom Great Britain was then
at pains to be on friendly terms. To allay
German fears concerning Kiaochow, the Brit-
ish undertook not to construct a railway from
Wei Hai Wei into the interior, and the Japa-
nese, who were occupying the town until
China had paid the indemnity imposed after
the war of 1894, were ready to withdraw in
favour of the British. The convention, to
which the Chinese made merely a show of
objection, came into force on 1st July, 1898,
“for so long a period as Port Arthur shall
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Fig. 1—Map of Wei Hai Wei and environs.

be in the occupation of Russia.” The lease
continued until 1st October, 1930, though it
could have been surrendered long before that
time.

Time was apparently taken by the fore-
lock, and on May 23rd, 1898, the occupying
Japanese handed over to the British, whose
flag was hoisted on May 24th, 1898, by Capt.
King-Hall, R. N., under the command of
Vice-Admiral Sir E. H. Seymour. Admiral
Seymour wrote:— “To please the Chinese we
arranged that the Japs who were in posses-
sion should have their flag down on May
23rd, and the Chinese be hoisted then and
fly until the 24th, so that we should receive
the place from them.” Thus the comedy of
face saving was gallantly carried out. The
ceremony was witnessed by our late member
Engineer-Capt. J. A. Murray, R. N.j* at that
time a young staff engineer on H. M. S.
“Iphigenia” (Figure 2).

It will be remembered that Mr. Balfour
announced at the Washington Conference in
1922 that Great Britain was prepared to
hand the territory back under conditions simi-
lar to those agreed upon when Kiaochow was
restored to China. However, the Peking
Government fell before the Conference was
completed and Wei Hai Wei remained in
Great Britain’s hands until eight years later,
by which time a stable Chinese government
was in being which could give effect to the
terms of surrender of the lease.

The territory leased to Great Britain con-
sisted of a belt of mainland 10 miles wide
and running round the whole length of the
bay on the northeast coast of the province of

* Further information on this and other points will be
found in Captain Murray’s notes on page 34 of Lyons

Livingston’s “The Postal System of the Chinese
Treaty Ports.” Published by the author, Baltimore,
1949.
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Fig. 2—Cover addressed to Captain Murray in 1899, when serving on the H. M. S. Iphegenia.

i

Shantung. Here was the old native walled
town of Wei Hai Wei which had a popula-
tion of about 2,000. The island of Liu Kung,
which lies across the mouth of the bay, pro-
vided good anchorage. There were fertile
valleys, and an equitable climate. The popu-
lation on the mainland consisted mostly of
farmers and fishermen.

In due course the British Navy established
a naval and coaling station, and the bay be-
came a summer resort and sanatorium for
the British squadron of the China Station.
Liu Kung Tau was at first practically un-
inhabited, but it soon grew and became the
chief shopping centre. There were work-
shops for the Navy, naval tailors, ship’s
chandlers, general stores and a hotel. There
was a ferry service from the mainland 3 miles
away. By 1921 the population of Liu Kung
Tau was 600 while that of the leased terri-
tory of 285 square miles had grown to 154,-
416.

On the mainland a new town was built,
named Port Edward, which became the chief
port and seat of government. It was a
British settlement consisting of a post office,
hotel, foreign residences of  the bungalow

P P | s e MY A &R el =8 REY
type, dnda, omn e Il to ul€ norui o1

Hai Wei, a school. This school, with that
at Chefoo, were considered to be the best

British boys’ schools in North China.

In the town the enterprising firm of Cor-
nabé & Co. of Chefoo opened a branch de-
pot, and their establishment, as will be seen
later, formed an important factor in the

philatelic history of Wei Hai Wei.

Matau. Adjacent to the new town of Port
Edward was a very old and long stone jetty
called Matau, pronounced Matoe. It was
from this jetty that the Ferry left for the
island. Mr. Adgey-Edgar informs me that
the Chinese always referred to Port Edward
as Matau and by no other name. Before Port
Edward was built Matau was extensively
used before and after the Boxer Rising for
landing supplies and personnel, and during the
First World War saw the embarkation of
many Chinese Labour Battalions for France
who were recruited there. Adgey-Edgar
brought over 1,000 via Canada and the At-
lantic losing only a handful in Canada where
Canadian farmers pinched them en route to
Montreal.
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Postal History

(1) Establishment of a British Post
Office at Liu Kung Tau

When the Japanese left, the Chinese post
office carried on, but it was used only for
local and inland mail. European firms and
naval and military personnel were greatly
inconvenienced through the delays in deliv-
eries of mail, which depended on any sea-
going transport between Chefoo and Wei
Hai Wei. It was not until the latter part
of 1899 * that a British Post Office was
opened at Liu Kung Tau; as will be noted
later, the Chinese had already opened a
branch Post Office there in May (or possibly
as early as March), 1899.

(2) The Local Courier Service

Because of the discontent arising through
lack of postal facilities the idea of a courier
service between Wei Hai Wei and Chefoo, a
matter of 65 miles, was discussed between
the Naval authorities, the High Commis-
sioner at Liu Kung Tau, and Mr. L. G.
Ferguson, who was acting as manager for
Cornabé & Co. The High Commissioner
sanctioned the operation of a courier service
on condition that it paid its way. Arrange-
ments were then made with Chefoo to co-
operate. The Courier Service consisted of
runners from Chefoo and Wei Hai Wei, who
met halfway and exchanged bags twice a
week. This meant a saving of time, and
what is more important, the receipt and
despatch of mails at regular intervals.
Chefoo, being a place of considerable im-
portance, had a recognised mail service which
was served by both land and sea transport.
This was the beginning of the postal history
of Wei Hai Wei. The Honorary Postmast-
er, Mr.L.G.Fergusson,ordered stamps from
the well-known Shanghai printers and pub-
lishers, Kelly & Walsh, but so anxious were
all connected with the idea to make a start
that they decided to make and use their own
stamps until supplies from Shanghai came to

hand.

* Lobdell and Hopkins: ‘“Hongkong and the Treaty
Ports,” London: The Postal History Society, 1949
(page 287) gives the date as September 1. W. Ar-
thur Cornabe’ quotes this date also.

118

Fig. 3—The Chinese post office Marking
Type 1.

(3) Chinese P. O. Established at Liu
Kung Tau

We learn from Bishop, whose notes were
partly based on an interview he had with
Engineer-Capt. J. A. Murray, that a Chinese
Post Office was established at Liu Kung Tau
from March 15th to September 1st, 1899.
There is no clue as to the type of postmark
used, but probably it was one of the Chinese
‘Wei Hai Wei postmarks.

(4) Chinese Post Office in Wei Hai
Wei

In the meantime the Chinese post offices
at Wei Hai Wei continued to function until
the British Post Office was opened at Port
Edward about April 1st, 1904, and on that
date the Chinese post offices at Liu Kung
Tau, Port Edward and Matau were also
closed.

The postmarks of the Chinese Imperial
Posts are as follows:—

1. 1A. Oval (approximate size 37x22
mm.) The earliest date is 11.5.99,
latest 5.2.00.

2. Double circle (approximate size 43x
24 mm.) 17.9.90 (error for 1900)
latest 12.10.01.

3. Double circle “Matau” (the jetty
at Port Edward) in red, blue and
violet; 1902 dates.

4. Double circle, L.K.T. and W.H.W.,
black-violet, blue and red. Earliest
date 8.10.02 and the latest 6.8.03.

5. Double circle, Port Edward and Wei
Hai Wei as Type 3. Only known
in black and dated 12.9.03.

Type

Type

Type

Type

Type
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These dates are taken from my collection
and there is no reason why they should be
final, but I think they are near enough as a
guide.

The Stamps

The Chinese stamps used were the Water-
low 1898 issue watermarked, except those
with dual purpose postmarks, which may be
watermarked or unwatermarked. I have all
denominations up to the 50 cents, and the
higher denominations up to $5 may also have
been used.

Before we leave the Chinese postmarks it
is well to consider the possibility that Type 2
may have been used earlier than Types 1
and 1A. Type 2 is characteristic of other
Chinese postmarks of that period while Type
1 is definitely characteristic of about 1899,
and has not been seen much earlier. The
oval postmark, Types 1 and 1A, was adopted
at several places including Peking, and at
one time it was associated with the Boxer
period, but I have been unable to verify this
theory. Type 2 was used during October
and November 1899, but it will be seen from

Fig. 4-—The Chinese post office Marking

Type 2

Fig. 5—The first issue of Wei Hai Wei on a triple combination cover from Wei Hai Wei to
Great Britain via Chefoo and the British post office in Shanghai.

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO. III
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Fig. 6—A pair of the 5c first issue of Wei
Hai Wei—a rare item.

the illustration that the postal clerk had dated
it 1890 in error and perpetuated his mistake
for at least two months. The correct date
of 1899 will be seen on the postmark on the
French stamp superimposed on the Chinese
stamps which were only on issue in 1898 or
after. Types 1 and 1A are similar except
for size and bolder lettering on the larger
(1A), and were in use at the same time.

Types 3, 4 and 5 are in an entirely differ-
ent category. The postmark has all the ap-
pearance of being either of Japanese or of
European origin. All the covers I have are
routed via Chefoo, and then probably through
Port Arthur and Siberia; they are linked up
with the Russian Post Offices, and carry Rus-
sian stamps postmarked at Chefoo, while the
Chinese stamps are cancelled with either
Type 3 or 4. They had a dual purpose, for
they bore the names Liu Kung Tau, Matau
or Port Edward and Wei Hai Wei and it
should be noted that the “Tau” in Liu Kung
Tau is spelled Tao, which suggests to me a
European origin. Type 3 is known in blue-
violet and red, and Type 4 in black, blue,
violet and red. Type 5 occurs in black only;
only one copy on cover has so far been seen.

(5) The Courier Service Stamps

We have already seen that; with the ar-
rival of British Naval forces, the mail service
caused some dissatisfaction, and a Courier
service in connection with Chefoo was moot-
ed. To facilitate this, Cornabé & Co., or
should we say their manager Mr. L. G. Fer-
gusson, who was appointed Honorary Post-

Fig. 7—The watermark of Wiggins, Teape
Co.

master, prepared the first stamps. It should
be clearly understood that these two issues
cannot be termed Treaty Port stamps, be-
cause Wei Hai Wei was leased territory and
did not come under any of the old Treaties.
The stamps were, however, locals in that their
use was restricted to the Courier service be-
tween Wei Hai Wei and Chefoo; but there is
no evidence that they were ever used for local
deliveries. In fact they occupied an unique
position in philately inasmuch as they franked
mail from British-leased territory to Chinese
territory without bearing the stamps of either
countries, unless it was necessary to pay post-
age beyond Chefoo.

About the middle of December, 1898* the
first Wei Hai Wei stamps were issued. The
issue consisted of a 2 cents value and a j5
cents value. The 2 cents was for ordinary
correspondence. Mr. Fergusson used a red
“dark-room” paper and stamped this value
with the Cornabé “dollar chop.” At each of
the two top corners of the 2 cents was penned
in the letter “C” for “Courier,” whilst “P”
for “Post” was similarly placed in the lower
corners.

The 5 cents value was for parcels and
heavier mail. It was more elaborate, being
larger, and the “dollar chop” was stamped
twice-—once inverted. In the two top corners
“sc.” was penned in and along the foot
“Courier Post” is inscribed in full.

To prevent forgery, Mr. L. G. Fergusson
signed his name on the back of all these
stamps. The way in which he spelled his

* Livingston in ‘‘The Postal System of The Chinese
Treaty Ports” page 35, gives December 8th as the
date.
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Fig. 8—The Fergusson signature (with the
two s’s) on the reverse of all the genuine Wei
Hai Wei first issues.

Fig. 9.—The second issue of Wei Hai Wei.
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Fig. 10—Second issue. 2 cents. Chart showing
the arrangement of the Types in the sheet.
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Fig. 11—Second issue. 5 cents. Chart showing
the arrangement of the Types in the sheet.

name should be noted, as forgeries are known
in which “Fergusson” has only one “S”.
The issue consisted of:—

2 cents: 8 sheets, each of 98 stamps (14x7)
—784 stamps

5 cents: 4 sheets, each of 98 stamps (14x7)
—592 stamps

Only two varieties have been recorded, as
follows:—

(i) 2 cents value with letter “P-C” in the
bottom corners of “C-P”. (This is
stated to have occurred in the first four
stamps of the first sheet only, and Capt.
H. R. Oldfield had one on cover).

(ii) The dollar chop inverted, of which E. F.
Hurt has two examples, a used copy
being in his collection.

These stamps ceased to be issued about
gth January, 1899, upon the arrival of a
supply of the definitive design from Shanghai.

The face of the cover illustrated has three
different types of stamps—the Wei Hai Wei
stamp to carry it to Chefoo, Chinese stamps
to pay its way to Shanghai and the Hong
Kong stamp to forward it to England. The
cover is dated 16th December, 1898, at
Chefoo, so it could almost be called a “first
day cover.”
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Fig. 12— Liu Kung Tau Mark, Type |.

(6) The Definitive Issue

The definitive issue also consisted of only
two values, 2c. and s5c., of which the design
and general appearance were not prepossess-
ing. They are primitive, but they performed
the same useful purpose as the first issue.
As can be seen, the postal rates were the
same. The date of issue is uncertain, but,
as already mentioned, the supply was received
on 9th January, 1899. The date generally
mentioned is 15th January, 1899. The num-
ber sold of each value was 4,080.

Printing. The stamps were lithographed
in sheets of 64 (8x8) by Kelly & Walsh of
Shanghai, and for each value eight different
types were used haphazardly, in no particu-
lar order.

The paper is thin wove, and the stamps
were line perforated 11. The gum is thick-
ish and poorly applied.

W atermark. On most sheets will be found
the trade watermark, “1ror1” in double-lined
figures, of the well-known papermakers, Wig-
gins, Teape & Co. This mark occurred on a
popular export quality of paper and can be
found on some of the last “Black Flag” issue
of Formosa. It is also found on the 1890
issues of Rhodesia. The discovery of the
watermark on this issue was first noted in the
Philatelic Journal of Great Britain for No-
vember 1941. When the watermark is pres-
ent it will probably be found on or near
stamps 21 or 22 in the top half of the sheet
or stamp 60 in the bottom half of the sheet.
It may read upwards or downwards.
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Fig. 13—Liu Kung Tau Mark, Type II.

Colors :—

2 cents: Red (shades)

5 cents: Green, emerald green, olive
green (shades.) Some of the colors
may be the result of climactic con-
ditions. On some sheets the green
and emerald green appear together
so that some shades of emerald
green may be color changelings,
though an examination of several
sheets seems to indicate that the ink
was badly mixed, and that larger
quantities of one component settled
on some parts of the sheet.

Settings. As referred to under the head-
ing of “Printing” the sheets of each value
were lithographed in eight different types and
each type was repeated eight times with no
idea of order.

2 cents. The eight types have the following
peints of identification:—

Type 1. Points of the diamond touch the in-
ner frame lines.

Type 2. Top point of the diamond does not
touch the inner frame line.

Type 3. Only top point of diamond touches
inner frame line.

Type 4. Bottom point of diamond is con-
nected to frame line below by a
vertical line.

Type 5. Vertical stroke of L is short and
bar of T touches frame line.

Type 6. Top point of diamond does not touch

inner frame line. C in top right
corner is close to right frame line.

CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO. III
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Fig. 14—Liu Kung Tau Mark,

Type 7. The top C is similar to type 6 but
the P is closer to the diamond.

Type 8. C in lower left corner badly de-

. formed. The diamond 1is badly
drawn—the left point being higher
than the right.

5 cents has also eight types as follows:—

Type 1. Left point of diamond does not
touch inner frame line.

Type 2. Diamond does not touch inner frame
line at top and bottom.

Type 3. No points of diamond touch the in-
ner frame lines.

Type 4. Only right point of diamond touch-
es the inner frame line.

Type 5. Diamond lop-sided, the top point be-
ing out of centre to right and blunt.

Type 6. Diamond is well-drawn although the

left point does not touch the left

inner frame line. C is nearly closed.

P is almost vertical.

!
3

=

o
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Type 8. Top point of diamond touches inner
frame line, the left and right points
nearly touch and the bottom point is
quite clear of the frame line.

Type V, on cover (Port Edward)

In the Stamp Lover of June-July, 1947, a
similar chart was given which has been re-
checked with new material.

Forgeries. Imitations may be found heavi-
ly impressed on thin transparent surfaced pa-
per, perforated, with small irregular holes,
gauging 11. The 2c. is in shiny fire-box red
and the s5c. is grass green. The color shows
through at the back, and the size varies from
the originals.

Postmarks. Both values can be found can-
celled with Cornabé & Co’s “dollar chop,”
like the one used for making up the first is-
sue. My copies appear to have been postally
used, but as they are not on pieces I cannot
say more than that.

Both values are also found with the large
Chinese Chefoo postmark which usually ties
the Chinese stamp franking the mail to
Shanghai for transmission overseas. All used
specimens are very scarce, and on cover they
are much sought after.

The Courier Service must have been
worked very efliciently because Mr. Fergus-
son was able to report that it had paid its
way and there was a surplus of $110 which
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was duly handed over to the High Commis-
sioner to use for local purposes.

* * * *

Before I leave the story of the first two
(and only two) issues of Wei Hai Wei, I
must record my indebtedness to the late En-
gineer-Captain J. A. Murray, who enter-
tained me with stories of his early life on
the China Seas while I was staying with
him at his home in Leicester. Over 8o years
of age, but looking about 65, he had no re-
spect for the clock. It was always past mid-
night when he broke up with the remark
that he “wasn’t as young as he was”. T lis-
tened to his description of the preparation of
the first issue and of how he stood at Mr.
Fergusson’s elbow and blotted his signature
as it was written on the back of the stamps.
Also, how on the occasion of his first journey-
ings to the China Seas his Number One en-
quired what a Junior Staff Engineer intended
to do with his leisure. Murray replied that
he had thought of studying and reading, but
Number One thought that was not good
enough to keep a young man interested in
strange lands. “You had better start a stamp
collection,” said he, upon which Murray said
that he knew nothing about stamps. “Oh,
you will soon learn.” A few days after-
wards, Number One presented Murray with
a stamp album, with the suggestion that he
could fill it up! Here was a kind and
fatherly officer who, although he did not
realise it at the time, was encouraging one
who became among the finest students of
Chinese philately.

(7) Indian Post Office During Boxer
Rising

In strict sequence we should now look at
the issues of Hong Kong stamps, but before
doing so I will break in and briefly describe
the India “C.E.F.” stamps used at Field Post
Offices 13 and 17 during the period of the
Boxer Rising.

When the Powers assembled for the relief
of the Legations in Peking, besieged by the
Boxers, Wei Hai Wei and Liu Kung Tau
became places of importance to the British
Navy. There was also a Military Hos-
pital at Wei Hai Wei for the Indian Native
troops.

From my friend Hurt’s list in “the China
Clipper,” Vol. XII, Nos. 4 & 5, we find that
F. P. O. No. 13 was assigned to Liu Kung
Tau and F. P. O. No. 17 to Wei Hai Wei.

F. P. O. No. 13 had two postmarks, Hurt’s
Types 1 & 4, with dates from 25.8.00 to
28.12.01.

F. P. O. No. 17 had only one, Type 1, so
far as is known, for although No. 4 could
also have been allotted to Wei Hai Wei, no
examples have so far come to light. I have
a cover addressed to Hong Kong dated
15.10.00 which I believe is the earliest re-
corded of Type No. 1.

It is believed that a Base Office was estab-
lished about August, 1900, but I have never
seen any evidence of this. If this did happen,
it could only have been for a very short time.
About this date the Base Office was working
in Hong Kong and remained there through-
out the campaign. The postmark was the
single circle type 26 m/m with “Base Office”
under the top part of the circle, without a let-
ter for identification as was the case with the
Base Office postmarks of Tientsin and
Tongku.

Considering the importance of Wei Hai
Wei as a base during the operations for the
relief of Peking and the fact that a fine body
of Chinese, the 1st Chinese Regiment, was
recruited there (I am informed by my friend
Mr. Adgey-Edgar that these men were all
tall, well-trained and equipped and led by
British officers under Gordon-Lennox). It
would not have been surprising if a Base
Office had been established, but the fact re-
mains that there is no official evidence of this
happening. Neither have any stamps or cov-
ers come to light as evidence. It could be that
a Base Office was there but that it did not
possess an obliterator of its own, and either
used the Liu Kung Tau postmark or, in the
case of official correspondence, none at all.
Perhaps something will turn up someday to
give us some clue as to what actually hap-
pened.

Hong Kong Agencies at Wei Hai Wei
and Port Edward

On September 1st, 1899 the first of the
two agencies under the management of the
Hong Kong Posts was started at Liu Kung
Tau; the second being at Port Edward on
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Fig. 15—Liu Kung Tau Mark, Type VI.

April 1st, 1904. These agencies continued
until October 1st, 1930 long after the Treaty
Port Hong Kong Agencies were closed down.
Naturally these issues are the most important
of all those of Wei Hai Wei, covering, as
they do, nearly the whole period of the leased
territory. The Hong Kong stamps of Queen
Victoria, King Edward VII and King George

V, including those overprinted “China,” were
used.

The postmarks were various and seem to
overlap. Generally they were of the usual
single circle town dater type. The only ex-
ceptions are the 1st Type, a large oval rub-
ber stamp, used for a relatively short time
and on Queen Victoria stamps only; and the
Rectangular rubber stamp, Type V, on King
George V stamps also exceptionally found on
the 2 cents Queen Victoria.

My own experience is that all values must
have been used, at least up to the $3, but
there is no official information as to the
stamps supplied to Wei Hai Wei or their
values.

In the following list I attempt to give the
postmarks with some idea of the stamps used,
and in some special cases, the period of use.
I have not attempted to assess the period of
use in a general way because of the over-
lapping referred to above:

Type I. An oval rubber town dater Liu
Kung Tau stamp 30 x 31 mm. Earliest
known date Dec. 13th, 1899; in use until at
least Aug. 1st, 1901. Stamps used were
various, ranging from 12 cents (Scott #13a,
S. G. #12a), $1 (Scott #70, S. G. 52) up to
the 1900/02 issue. I have also the $2 Fiscal
(S. G. F1) postally used with Hong Kong
postmark added, which is said to be the only
known example.

Type II. Liu Kung Tau circular 22 mm,
lettered A, B, C, and blank. Queen Victoria,
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King Edward VII and King George V

“China” issues.

Type III. Liu Kung Tau circular 25 mm.
similar to type 2, but larger. Lettered A
and C.

King Edward VII, King George V and

overprinted “China” issues.

Type IV. Liu Kung Tau circular 25 mm,
but name type taller and narrower. Lettered
A B, C D, E, and F.

King Edward VII and King George V

issues.

The following were all in use after the
Port Edward post office was opened on April
Ist, 1904:

Type V. A rectangular rubber stamp,
Port Edward at top and Wei Hai Wei at
foot with date across the centre. It was
used during 1905-1906, on King Edward VII
stamps. Although I have a Queen Victoria
1900-2 2 cents (Scott #37, S. G. #56) post-
marked with this type it must have been a
“leave over.” I have seen two or three more,
but they are very scarce. There is nothing
to tell us which place used this postmark, but
the registered cover I have is from Wei Hai
Wei, according to the sender, and is dated
26-3-06.

Type VI. A circular postmark 24 mm.
with Wei Hai Wei inside at top and Port
Edward at foot. Lettered A, B, C, D, E, and
)

Type VII. Similar to Type VI but 26
mm. Lettered B, C, D, E, and F. Both
types VI and VII are found only with King
Edward VII, King George VI and over-
printed “China.”

Type VIII. Similar to type VI, 24 mm
but the type used is taller and narrower.
Lettered D. Only seen on stamps over-
printed “China.”

Registration marks.

There are only two types known:

Type R1. The only known registration
mark from Wei Hai Wei is that on the cover
referred to in my note about type V rec-
tangular postmark. This measures approxi-
mately 29 x 18 mm. in violet. The R at the
left side of the oblong is tall and narrow;
No. 41 is in script.
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Type Rz2. The two registered covers I
have from Port Edward are stamped with a
long oblong mark in black of the usual form,
measuring 62 x 21 mm. with R at left and
Port Edward along the top and “No. ...
with dotted line under Port Edward. One
of these covers is addressed to Surg. Capt.
G. T. Bishop at Southsea, England dated
21-8-26 and the other is an official cover from
Port Edward dated 10-5-1930.

Type R3. One type is known for use at
Matau, apparently struck from a soft rubber
stamp about 42 x 15 mm. It was discov-
ered by the well-known authority on Chinese
postmarks, Mr. W.R. Rankin, and is reported
here through his kindness. The only example
reported so far is on a cover addressed in
English to Tientsin and dated November 20,
1902. It is backstamped Chefoo November
21 and was received at Tientsin on the 26th.
The postage was paid by a 2c red and 5c
flesh of the then current Waterlow issue.
Though the mark seems to be rare, it bears
the number 662, and it would be reasonable
to infer that a few others must have been
saved.

In my collection I have King Edward
stamps all dated 1911 which have an irregu-
lar eleven pointed cogwheel with a hollow

126

centre, in violet, stamped on each stamp. So
far no information is forthcoming about them
and, therefore, in the meantime it will be
well to look upon them as having been the
mark of a private firm to prevent pilferage.

I. P. O. tie-prints.

Before the Agencies started in September,
1899 under the Hong Kong Post manage-
ment, Hong Kong stamps came into the pic-
ture because such stamps or covers may be
found with the I. P. O. tie-print. As ex-
plained elsewhere by Lobdell and Hopkins,
Hong Kong stamps were fixed on letters at
the place of origin and the device of this
“I. P. O.” tie-print became necessary to pro-
tect the senders of letters as it prevented
the stealing of the Hong Kong stamps, which
only received a cancellation at the port of
despatch. As China did not join the Uni-
versal Postal Union until 1914 it was neces-
sary to stamp letters with the additional post-
age to carry them overseas which was, of
course, that of one of the foreign powers in
China. As the Hong Kong posts were estab-
lished in all the Treaty Ports, stamps with
I. P. O. tie-print are generally those of Hong
Kong. When Wei Hai Wei became a Brit-
ish Colony on Sept. 1st, 1899 the ties became
unnecessary nor was it required that Chinese
stamps should be added to carry the mail to
the port of despatch.

From the arrival of the British at Wei Hai
Wei on May 24th, 1898 to the establishment
of the British Post Office on Sept. 1st, 1899,
a matter of 15 months, mail would be sub-
ject to the same procedure as that applying
at Treaty Ports in China, and where the
extra postage was fixed on the mail at the
place of despatch this postage would have, in
many instances, the I. P. O. tie-print.

I. P. O. tie-print came into use during the
1899-1904 period and the earliest date of
usage was April 1899 and therefore as far
as Wei Hai Wei was concerned the period
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Fig. 19—The Wei Hai Wei I. P. O. tie-print.

of use was a very short one, i.e. five months
or at the most eight months, because as stated
above, on September 1st, 1899 such a tie-
print was unnecessary.

The Wei Hai Wei tie-print is an oblong
frame measuring 18.5 x 6 mm. with I. P. O.
in letters with serifs 3 mm. high, in black.
The cover in my possession is addressed from
Wei Hai Wei to Guernsey, with a China
green 10c postmarked with Type 1 oval ob-
literator of the Chinese Imperial Posts dated
May 30th, 1899. The Hong Kong stamp is
1oc (Scott %44, S. G. #40) postmarked Hong
Kong “B” dated June 9th, ’99 and tied to
the cover.

Fiscal Stamps.

It is not usual to include Fiscals in a sur-
vey of postal stamps, but in this case the po-
sition is unique. A note by Surg. Capt. G. T.
Bishop on this section of his collection reads
as follows:—"It is interesting to know that
our late Colony of Wei Hai Wei had its own

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL.
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special fiscal stamps although no special issue
of postage stamps. Has such a philatelic
position occurred during the past half cen-
tury or ever in any other of our colonies?”

The issue consisted of five values over-
printed Wei Hai Wei in black in the bot-
tom panel and surcharged on the regular
fiscal stamps of King George V.

One cent on one penny red
Two cents on 2d green
Ten cents on 3d dull purple

surcharge

in black

Fig. 20—Two examples of the Wei Hai Wei
fiscals.
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Fig. 21—Engineer Capt. ). A. Murray at the
time he was a staff engineer on H. M. S.

“Iphegenia.”
Fifty cents on 1s blue green surcharge
in violet
One dollar on 1s blue green surcharge
in red

The above have been known for some-
time but I was surprised to find in Bishop’s
collection which came into my possession two
provisional surcharges. They are:—

One cent in red on ten cents on 3d dull pur-
ple with the new value in Chinese char-
acters added

Two cents in black, as above.

Fig. 22—Capt. J. A. Murray in later life.
Stationery.

As far as I can gather the regular supply
of Hong Kong postcards and registered en-
velopes were sent to Wei Hai Wei in the
usual way.

All this came to an end on Oct. 1st, 1930,
when the leased territory was returned to
China. The short period of just over 30
years has provided us with a full study of
an unusual episode when so much happened.
Bishop’s remark that Wei Hai Wei did not
have a special issue is only partly true. From
1923 to 1930 the Hong Kong stamps over-
printed “China” became the regular issue for
Wei Hai Wei. All Hong Kong postal ar-
rangements ended at the Treaty Ports in
China at the close of 1922 and thus the
“China” stamps were used solely at Wei Hai
Wei.

I am indebted to Mr. Basil St.G. Drennan
for his research work in checking the his-
torical part of this article; to Mr. Adgey
Edgar for his personal experience at Wei
Hai Wei and to my old friend E. F. Hurt

who is always so helpful.
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UNITED STATES

1855-57

Issues

No Dream, This One!

By E. A. FIERO

Fig. 1. Two blocks of four of the lc. Type V.

I presume most of us, at one time or an-
other, amuse ourselves by thinking up fabu-
lous finds of valuable stamps, though not
many of us ever actually stumble over any-
thing very exciting.

On a pleasant Sunday afternoon some few
years ago, my wife and I were driving along
through one of the old residential sections of
Philadelphia when I suggested stopping in for
a brief chat with some old friends we had

(Photo by Boutrelle)

not seen for a long time. This suggestion
was followed.

It was later than we expected when we left
and so we hurried out to the car. As I
opened its door, I could not help noticing an
idle steam shovel with its massive boom
poised at the very portals of an old mansion
on the property adjoining that of our friends.
At a glance, I could see it might be a “dream
house” just like those I had so often conjured
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Fig. 2. Block of six of the lc. Type V.

up—falling apart, windows boarded over,
driveway overgrown. Not a sign of life was
within it on this peaceful Sunday afternoon.
But what about the morrow? That powerful
shovel was certainly going to tear it down!
Telling my tolerant wife that I would be
right back, I hurried up the uneven cobble-
stone driveway and around to the back of
the house. There, amid a mass of litter,
nestled close to the wall by the kitchen steps,
was an automobile years older than our 1941
Chevrolet. Making my way carefully over
crumpled brass kettles, broken china and dis-
carded clothing, I knocked upon what there
was left of a rusty screen door. Eventually,
an unshaven man in a tattered khaki shirt
and patched pants opened the creaky wooden
door just wide enough to peer at me through
the screen. We studied each other for a
moment. And then I went through the same
old routine I had so often followed in all
my fancied finds. I was admitted, fortunately.

(Photo by Boutrelle)

Once inside that filthy kitchen, I felt that
I had made some progress. The caretaker,
as he turned out to be, asked me to sit down
on a broken old chair while he partially
cleared a table by removing a pile of dirty
dishes and stacking them in a still dirtier sink.
From a cupboard, he produced a small brass
box which he opened in front of me. Inside
it were three of the most “beat up” stamps I
have ever seen—discolored, faded, soiled and
torn. They were United States postage
stamps of the 1855-57 issue—a one cent, a five
and a ten. He watched me so closely that I
had to watch myself even more. I thought:
“Where there's smoke, there’s fire.” And so
it was! The caretaker went over to one side
of the kitchen where the wall was entirely of
brick and into which was set the largest range
I ever saw. Oven doors were under and on
both sides of it. Not just one or two, but
many of them. Into one of these he poked
his grimy hand and brought forth a small tin
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Stanley B. Ashbrook)

which the author believes
(Photo by

is the largest as yet known.

XXX, NO. III

Block of ten of the 5c. Red Brown Type |

Fig. 3.
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL.
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box. From it, he produced an envelope which
I saw was the common legal size window
type. It bore a 1938 cancellation and a firm
name which I recognized. Through the
“window,” I saw six “Jeffersons” staring up
at me. Naturally, I stared right back. When
Mr. Caretaker started to show me the con-
tents, I stopped him just in time because
they were all stuck together.

Evidently, in 1938, when a similar old
house in the neighborhood was being demol-
ished, this fellow had gone into its attic to
retrieve some old pieces of furniture, pic-
tures, etc. As he came out laden with his
acquisitions, he saw stamps sticking out of a
pile of discarded trash. Putting down his
burden, he gathered up the stamps and placed
them in a handy envelope. I am sorry to re-
late that it had been a very hot day. This
explains the reason the stamps were stuck
together.

Later on, he was able to remove one of
each kind to have them appraised. These
were the three I had seen first.

"I said to him that I would pay his price.
Then he went across the grounds to his as-
tonished neighbor (and my friend) who
vouched for me and my cheque.

The next day, the old house started com-
ing down.

Inside of that window envelope was one
hopeless mass stuck in every conceivable way
—to the envelope, back to face and back to
back. More than fifteen layers! Three or
four of the pieces were able to be recovered
with full gum. The rest had to go into a
bowl of water. Fortunately they came out
fresh and of good color. Some of them are
illustrated here.

The three one-cent blocks are Type V
from Plate VIII, one block showing the Cen-
ter Line and the long double curl in hair
(52R) . and another showing the curl over C
of CENT. (Figs. 1-2) i

The five-cent block is Type I Red Brown
with the lower right stamp being the
“sample” which had been removed. This
block is believed to be the largest known.
(Fig. 3) The Worthington sale had a block
of six, inadvertently described in Brookman’s
book * as nine.

* “The 19th Century Postage Stamps of the United
States,”” Vol. 1, page 173, by Lester G. Brookman.
Lindquist Publications, 1947.

Fig. 4.

Reconstructed block of sixteen of the
10c. Types Il and IlI.

(Photo by Boutrelle)
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Reconstructed block of ten of the 10c. Types Il and III.

Fig. 5.

(Photo by Boutrelle)
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The ten-cent blocks are Types II & III
showing one as a reconstructed block of six-
teen from the first two vertical rows of the
Left Pane, positions 1-2-11-12, etc. Shifts
occur in positions 31 & 51. Of this piece, the
top block is of ten stamps with full gum, next
comes the “sample,” a single and finally a
block of four o. g. (Fig. 4)

The other block of ten (reconstructed) is
from the Right Pane, positions 21/25 & 31/
35, the latter stamp showing two strong posi-
tion dots. This piece consists of a block of
four (left), a vertical pair o. g. and a block
of four (right). (Fig. 5)

According to Ashbrook’s treatise on the
Tens,** large blocks of these are by no means
common and the largest unused block that he
records is of six. From this, it would appear
that the block of ten with full gum described
above may prove to be one of the largest
known unused.

True it is that the condition of the five-cent
and ten-cent blocks described and pictured
here may not be what the philatelic connois-
seur might choose if he were after blocks of
four. Nevertheless, it would seem that “re-
gardless of the fact that much is desired in
the way of condition, they are indeed rarities
and their size is unique. When it comes to

unique items, one cannot be overparticular as
to condition. The famous British Guiana is
nothing beautiful to look at but every time
it changes hands it seems to sell at a higher
figure.” T

There is my story. Now I’m back again in
the old groove dreaming up some more. Will
another dream come true? And how about
you—will your philatelic dream some day be-
come real? I can recommend it.

** “The United States Ten Cent Stamp of 1855
-57,"" by Stanley B. Ashbrook, 1936. H. L. Lind-
quist, Publisher.

T The quotation is from a well known and highly
regarded philatelist and may well express the opinion
held generally.

ERWIN AGNEW FIERO, of Ardmore, Pa.,
has been collecting stamps for about twenty
years. His top interest is for the early is-
sues of U. S. and he is especially partial to
the 1869’s. Stamp collecting for him is a true
“paper chase,” as well evidenced by the ex-
periences he related above. Outside of his
membership in THE CorLectors CLUB, he
is a member of the Havertown and Lower
Merion, Penna. Stamp Clubs and was the
President of the latter.

Listed Twice in the Catalogs

In at least two cases, the same stamp has
for many years past and right through the
1951 edition, found listing twice as two
apparently discrete items, in the catalogs.
These duplications are not confined to Scott’s,
but are found in the catalogs of Gibbons
(Great Britain) and several published on the
European continent.

Colombia’s “Ugly Triangle” 215 centavo
of 1870, the carrier stamp on laid paper, is
listed twice, as Nos. 60 and 61 of Scott.
This scarce late printing is divided into two
stamps, according to where the item hap-
pened to be on the sheet of paper. For all
laid paper is “batonne,” with sewing lines at
right angles to the laid lines, spaced usually
about an inch apart. When a sewing line
shows on one of these stamps, it is ‘“laid
batonne.” The stamp size is such that the

sewing line can easily not show on about
half the copies. Incidentally, the paper is
not ‘“violet” but strictly purple.

The U. S. 24¢ 1861 in gray lilac is listed
twice, once as No. 60oa under the Premieres
Gravures, and once as No. 78a under the
1861-66 issue. Actually, No. 60oa, listed both
unused and used, is only the very early print-
ing of No. 78a, on the thin bond paper used
for the early runs of all the 1861’s save the
sc. Considerable correspondence some five
or six years ago with several of those best
informed on the 1861’s, led me to the con-
clusion that there is a complete lack of valid
evidence or sufficient cause, for listing the
early runnings as a “premiere Gravure” or
the later runnings in the 1861-66 issue. One
listing as a variety under No. 70, the regu-
lar 24c 1861, would be not only sufficient,
but correct.

Stephen G. Rich
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BELGIAN CONGO

- The Center Plates of the 1915 Issue

By ARTHUR 1. HEIM
Member, Masonic Stamp Club of New York*

In 1894 the stamps of the Congo Free
State bearing the portrait of King Leopold
IT of Belgium were superseded by a series
of pictorials. These stamps had frames of
various colors and center designs in black.
The pictures comprising the center designs
were reproductions of dioramas prepared by
Mols and Van Engelen for the Antwerp
Exposition in 1894.

The first stamps of the “Mols” issues
were released on November 25, 1894, and con-
sisted of s5c, 10C, 25¢, 50c, 1fr and 5fr val-
ues. The 15¢ and 40c values were issued on
November 21, 1896 while the 3.50fr and the
1ofr first appeared May 4, 1898. The lat-
ter two were the work of Waterlow Bros.
and Layton of London, all the others being
engraved and printed by Waterlow and Sons
in London.

Most of these stamps subsequently ap-
peared in new colors for the frames. In
1909 the frames were redesigned for the
colony of the Belgian Congo, which the
Congo Free State had become. The stamps
of 1909 were inscribed in French and in 1910
the frames were again redesigned with bi-
lingual inscriptions, Flemish and French.

Through this entire period, the same cen-
ter plates were used. From time to time
scratches and other plate flaws appeared,
generally remaining throughout subsequent
printings.

In 1915 a new issue appeared featuring a
slight modification in the frame design for the
5¢, 10c and 25c¢ stamps, and new frame colors
for the 15¢, 40c, 50c, 1fr and 5fr. The new
issue appeared in November of 1915 and the
stamps are Scott numbers, 60, 61, 62, 48,
51, 53, 55 and 58. The same center plates

* This study is contributed to TaE CorreEcTors CLUB
PurLaterist by the Masonic Stamp Club.

were used for the 1fr and 5fr values as for
previous issues, although it has been suspect-
ed without verification that part of the 1fr
issue was printed with a new center plate.
All the other values were printed from new
center plates as well as the old plates. The
exception to this is the 5c¢ stamp, which was
printed from new plates only.

The dies for the new plates were the old
dies retouched to strengthen or bring out cer-
tain features. None of the previously noted
plate flaws appeared in the new plates, and
few if any developed in the relatively short
usage of these plates.

In the following description, the old
plates are always Plate I. The new center
plates differed from the old as follows:

5¢c. View of Port Matadi

Plate I. In the small building directly
above the palace in the right center, there is
a small lean-to to the left. The windows are

-a row of squares. (Fig. 1)

Fig. 1 5c. Plate I.
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Fig. 2 5c. Plate Il.

Plate 1I. The lean-to has been removed.
The windows are a solid line. (Fig. 2)

Plate III. Same as plate II except for the

Fig. 3 5c. Plate Il

addition of a heavy black mark like a gully Of a total issue of 225,000, approximately
at the top of the mountain at right center. 109 were from Plate III, the remainder
(Fig. 3) being Plate II.

10c. River Scene at Stanley Falls
on the Congo

T

b -
S s

e ot

Fig. 4 10c. Plate 1.

Plate I. The redesign of the frame left Plate II. The white spaces have been
large white spaces between the edge of the filled in with dots. (Fig. 5)
center picture and the frame, particularly all
across the top and the two ends of the lower The total issue was 210,000—approxi-
edge. (Fig. 4) mately half of each type.
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Fig. 5 10c. Plate II.

Fig. 6 15c. Plate I.
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i5¢c. Native Climbing Oil-Palm Tree

Fig. 7

Plate I. (a) The third palm leaf from the
left does not have a pronounced center stem.
(b) There is a space between the trunk and
the branches in the second of the two small
palms at the right. (c) The body of the
native on the tree and the base of the tree
itself is made up of parallel lines. (Fig. 6)

15c. Plate II.

Plate II. (a) The third palm leaf has a
well-defined center stem. (b) The trunk of
the small tree at the right is continuous up
to the leaves. (c) The native and the base
of the tree are solid black. (Fig. 7)

The total issue was 180,000. The type I
is very scarce, particularly unused.
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25c. Rapids and Falls of the Inkissi

Fig. 8 25c. Plate |I.

Pt

et R R

Fig. 9 25c.

Although it was long known that two types
of the center plate undoubtedly existed, it
was not until a little over two years ago
that the difference was discovered by Mr.
Joseph Wright of London.

Plate I. There is a clear white space above
the second flat rock to the right of the group
of natives. There is another white space,

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO.

roughly triangular in shape, at the upper
edge of the spray immediately above the flat
rock. (Fig. 8)

Plate II. The white spaces have been
filled in with dots. (Fig. 9)

Of the total issue of 160,000, probably not

more than 59 were printed from the earlier
plate.
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40c. Native Canoe

Fig. 10

40c. Plate 1.

P N
o g

Fig. 11

Plate I. (a) There is a small white space
in the gunwale of the canoe near the feet of
(b) The

shadow of the prow of the canoe on the water

the second boatman from the left.
makes a right angle. (Fig. 10)

140
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40c. Plate II.

Plate II. (a) The white space on the canoe
has been filled in. (b) The shadow on the
water is the same shape in reverse as the
prow itself. (Fig. 11)

The issue was 85,000, of which approxi-
mately 25% were type I.
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50c. R. R. Bridge on M’Pozo River

b ny ™ SRR

Fig. 13 50c. Plate Il.
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Plate I. (a) The left bank of the river is
shaded lightly with dots and short dashes.
(b) The smoke of the locomotive is clear
white, with practically no shading. (¢) The
rails are not clearly defined. (d) The area
to the left of the mountain peak is shaded
with lines and dots. (Fig. 12)

Plate 11. (a) The left bank of the river
is strongly shaded with heavy lines. (b)
Shading has been added in the smoke. (c)
The rails are sharp, heavy lines. (d) A
small triangular area to the left of the
mountain peak has been cleared of shading.
(Fig. 13)

The issue was 95,000, of which about half
were of each type.

Many of the stamps appearing subsequent
to the issue just described were not new
printings but were overprinted remainders.
However the overprinted stamps for use by
the occupation forces in German East Africa
were definitely a new printing from the new

plates, as was the Red Cross semi-postals of
1918, which had blue centers.

ARTHUR 1. HEIM, currently Vice-Presi-
dent of the Masonic Stamp Club of New
York, has been collecting for about 14 years.
His main specialty is the stamps of Belgian
Congo, although he has a much lesser interest
in Ceylon, because of the copper association.
This latter ties in with his occupation of En-
gineer with the Copper & Brass Research As-
sociation.

This marks Mr. Heim’s first venture in
philatelic writing. Starting in 1947, he be-
gan entering his Congo collection in Interna-
tional Stamp Exhibitions, and at CIPEX it
was awarded a 4th prize and a Silver Medal
at the Brussel’s Centenary Show in 1949. In
1950, this collection was chosen as the “Best-
in-the-Show” during a competition between
the members of the Masonic Stamp Club of
New York held here at The Collectors
Club.

EDITORIAL

(Continued from Page 113.)
knowledge, he simply must “judge the book
by its cover,” and describe it in a superficial
manner.

A conspicuous shortcoming of philatelic
book and article reviews in our own times is
the failure to indicate that the particular
writing which is reviewed has, or has not,
accepted the current or “orthodox” classifi-
cation. So much new information has been
put on record in the past fifteen or twenty
years, that any work which fails to read-
just the old explanations to the new knowl-
edge ought properly to be labeled inadequate
in this respect. The converse is true: works
which take full account of new knowledge
need have that fact conspicuously noted.

The total result of this is apparent. The
quantity of philatelic literature continues with
its large annual output. The quality has
shown very little, if any, improvement. Un-
less reviews are made to offer an honest,
forthright readers’ guide, one may expect no
change, and the general opinion about the
low grade of most philatelic publications will
continue.

The book review policy of this magazine
has been and will continue to be different. -
Reviews are published only when an authority
upon a particular subject can be found to
write them. The comments will be truthful
——praise when deserved, criticism when war-
ranted. When a review cannot be handled
thus, it will be omitted. There is no pur-
pose in publishing meaningless remarks about
every handbook and catalogue the Club Li-
brary receives. In the end, such treatment
amounts to the same as saying nothing. And
no favoritism will be shown. Should one of
the Club’s leading lights write a book not up
to standard, our readers will know it. Our
purpose is to advise you well so that you
may supplement your knowledge, adding to
your enjoyment of philately. But you will
not be misled into reading superficial books
or works full of misinformation.

There is no great expectation that the
present manner of book reviews in the phila-
telic press will change because of these re-
marks. It is hoped, however, that in time
most of the philatelic literature reviews will
become better readers’ guides.

H.M.G.
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The Case of the

HAWAIIAN NUMERALS

New Forms of Evidence Utilized in Reconstructing

the Early Settings

By J. F. WESTERBERG

Half a century ago, Frank Brown, editor
of the American Philatelic Magazine, in re-
ferring to the problem of reconstructing the
various settings of the Hawaiian Numerals,
made the following statement:

Complete unsevered sheets exist of very
few of the printings, . . . The other print-
ings present a hopeless tangle—a confused
mass of interchangeable parts—that no
sane man who is thoroughly familiar with
the printer’s trade and the printer’s tricks
would attempt to unravel.l

Frank Brown did not realize, perhaps, that
a “hopeless tangle” like this is what many
philatelists are looking for—something they
can really sink their teeth into.

For the Hawaiian Numerals are rich in
secondary sources of evidence that offer wide
scope for investigation. In some of the set-
tings rigorous proof may be impossible owing
to the scarcity of blocks and pairs but there
is no reason why a sound and practical solu-
tion should not be sought.

This problem, like any historical problem,
is open to investigation by the scientific meth-
od. The purpose, too, is the same—to build
better hypotheses than already exist and to
establish them as relatively more true.

That was the aim of Henry J. Crocker in
1909 when he published his well known book
on the Hawaiian Numerals.2 But he also
held out the baton for other hands to grasp
when he wrote:

! Frank Brown, ‘““Anent Plating the Hawaiian Numer-
erals,” Admerican Philatelic Magazine, December
1901, p. 6.

Perhaps this book may be cast aside as
obsolete in the future by the discovery of
new evidence, and this would not be sur-
prising, for many a keen collector who may
read this will set about collecting, and I
hope amplifying, if possible, the additional
news I am now publishing.?

Now, many years later, there is an accumu-
lation of new evidence to be recorded and
new hypotheses to evaluate. Although rig-
orous proof of the early settings is still out
of reach, a sound and practical basis for the
classification of the Hawaiian Numerals is
beginning to emerge.

The Settings in Group 1

First Setting
No. 13, 2 cents light blue

Second Setting
No. 12, 1 cent light blue

Third Setting
No. 13, 2 cents light blue

The main difference between the stamps of
the first setting and those of the third set-
ting should be noted. The same ten border
types * are found in both settings but the dis-
tribution of the large and small numerals is
different in the two. The reason, of course,
is that the numerals were taken out when the
type form was reset to print I cent stamps

2Henry J. Crocker, ‘“‘Hawaiian Numerals,”” (San
Francisco, 1909).

3 Ibid., p. 20.

* Correcrors Crue Puiraterist, October, 1947, pp.
117-120, by the author.
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Fig. 1. Variety of No. 12—Type IX.

and when it came time to print 2 cent stamps
again, the numerals were not all returned
to the same borders they had occupied be-
fore.

The First Setting
No. 13, 2 cents light blue

The first step in reconstructing this set-
ting is to choose the ten stamps that belong
to it. The ten border types must all be rep-
resented and we must also make sure that
no stamps from the third setting are used.
Types 11, IV, V, VI, VII and IX are ac-
counted for in the block of six (see illustra-
tion).” The best indication that this multiple
belongs in the first setting is the evidence in
Type II. The “R” of “INTER” is not
broken as it is in the settings that follow.
The identification of the remaining four
stamps hinges on the distribution of two easily
identified large numerals; the so called
“blotchy” numeral and the “flat back” num-
eral.® 1In the third setting, which also in-
cludes the 2 cent black stamps in group 2,
the “blotchy” numeral is found in type X,
the “flat back” numeral in type I. But in the
first setting the “blotchy” numeral is found
in type VIII and the “flat back” numeral is
found in type III.

The next step is to assign the four single
stamps to their proper column. Here the

5 Note that the border type numbers do not coincide
with the position numbers. That is because the
border type numbers were assigned according to their
position in the fourth setting, which is the earliest
setting that has been rigorously proved.

¢ CorrLecTtors CrLus PHiraTeLisT, January 1949, p.
35, by the author.

Fig. 3. No. 17. Type X.

example of later settings is revealing. In
every proved setting except the twelfth and
last one, all even numbered types are found
in one column, all odd numbered types in the
other. The same is true of the block of six
in the first setting. This justifies placing
types VIII and X in the same column as
types II, IV and VI; types I and III in the
same column as types V, VII and IX.

The sequence of border types in each col-
umn is well indicated in the block of six.
The even numbered types read up. The odd
numbered types read down. Type II has
been found with excess margin at the bot-
tom.” Types Il and IX are therefore the
bottom stamps in their respective columns.
Type III has been found with excess mar-
gins at the top 8 to prove that it occupies the
top position in its column. Type X rather
than type VIII is the logical choice to occupy
the top position in its column, for later when
the sequence was reversed type X was moved
to the bottom.

All that now remains is to determine
whether the two columns as shown in the
block of six should be transposed or not. A
staggered block of four that appeared in the
Tows sale ? seemed to be just the evidence
needed to settle the question. In reality it
has only deepened the mystery. Usually a
staggered block indicates that the two col-
umns are not from the same impression and
should, therefore, be transposed. If the two
columns in the Tows block are transposed

7 Auction Catalogue, Carl E. Pelander Sale in New
York of Ferrars H. Tows Hawaiian Collection, Oc-
tober 1948, lot 398.

8 Crocker, p. 46.
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Fig. 2. Three varieties of No. 16 (1860) Type IX.

the even numbered types fall on the left side
as they do in the block of six. But there is
one complication. The left margin is too
wide to allow for another column on the left
side of the odd numbered column. In later
settings the space between columns is never
greater than 24 points or 1/3 inch. In the
Tows block the left margin is fully 34 inch.

One possible explanation of this paradox
is that the Tows block could be a proof taken
before the type was locked up in the chase.
Such a proof could have been submitted to
Postmaster General Joseph Jackson for ap-
proval before the first stamps were printed.

In spite of the conflicting testimony given
by the Tows block, a choice must be made.
Perhaps the fact that the space between col-
umns in the block of six is the same as in
some of the later settings should be accepted
for the time being as evidence that the col-
umns are shown in their correct position in

that block.

The Second Setting
No. 12, 1 cent light blue

Again the first step is to see that all ten
border types are represented.

The next step is to fall back on the as-
sumption that the odd numbered types be-
long in one column and the even numbered
types belong in the other one.

A vertical pair, Type VII over type 1X
that appeared in the Hind sale1© indicates
that the sequence of types in the odd num-
bered column remains the same as in the
first setting.!l

9 Op. cit., lot 387.

The even numbered column is another mat-
ter. We know that the sequence of types in
this column is shown reading up in the first
setting and down in the third setting. The
question arises: In what setting was the
change made?

Let us assume that the sequence was re-
versed in this setting. It was the first time
a change had to be made in the denomination.
Perhaps the compositor did not merely pick
out the type that had to be changed but re-
moved one whole border at a time and placed
it in a composing stick. After completing
one border he might not have returned it to
its former place but set it aside. In this way
he could have built up a new column in
which the sequence of border types -was ex-
actly reversed; for later on, when the border
inscriptions were changed, the same thing
happened again. The compositor may then
have realized that such a roundabout method
was really unnecessary. This would explain
why the other column was not reversed.
Thereafter, until the border inscriptions were
changed in the ninth setting, alterations were
evidently made right on the stone by picking
out and replacing the type that had to be
changed with a pair of printer’s tongs or by
using a bodkin.

We come now to the position of each col-
umn. The logical choice is to place the odd
numbered column on the left side for we
have definite proof that it is on that side in

10 Auction Catalogue, H. R. Harmer Sale in London
of Arthur Hind Hawaiian Collection, June 1935, lot
775

1 Copies of Type III are known with papermaker’s
imprint indicating a position at the top of the sheet
(J. K. Bash).
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the next setting. An axiom that might well
be followed in reconstructing any one of the
settings is to assign the various types the
same positions they occupy in the nearest
proved setting unless there is definite evi-
dence of a change.

Certain minor variations, especially a shift
of the line “Hawarian Postace” in type IX
(Fig. 1), is indicative of two press runs but
the changes on the whole are so slight that
another plate can hardly be justified.

The Third Setting
No. 13, 2 cents light blue

A necessary precaution in selecting the ten
border types for this setting is to avoid choos-
ing stamps from the first setting. One pe-
culiarity of certain stamps in the first setting
should be noted. Types IV, V, VI, VII,
VIII and IX have no space to the right of
the line “2 Cents.” The distribution of the
“blotchy” and “flat back” numerals has been
noted. In the second and third settings the
“R” of “INTER” in type II is broken.

Type II has been found with excess mar-
gin at the top 2 which indicates that the
sequence of types in the even numbered col-
umn is now definitely reversed from what it
was in the first setting. Type III has also
been found with excess margin at the top,13
indicating that the column of odd numbered
types remains unchanged.

Type V has been found with more than
1/3 inch margin on the left.1* This indicates
that type V and the column to which it be-
longs, should be on the left side.

Two minor varieties of almost every bor-
der type have been found. Historical evidence
also indicates that two press runs were re-
quired.’ In the future some collector may
be able to gather enough evidence to segre-
gate the light blue stamps of the third set-
ting into a Jackson plate and a Clark plate.
Both press runs are probably represented in
the plate shown here.

2 Tows Sale, lot 384.
13 Crocker, Plate II, positions 1 and 2.

4 Crocker, Plate IV, position 5.

15 CorrLecTors CrLuB
186, by the author.

PuiraTevist, May, 1950, p.
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13. Third setting, 2c.
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Fig. 8. Nos. 16e, 14 and 16. 2c. (1862).
3 mm. spacing between the vertical rows.
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Third Setting cont’d.
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. HAWAHAN POSTAGE.

Early press runs (1860)

TAwaliAN P

P |8 8. No. 16, 2 cents black, grayish
Later press runs (1862)

M
'?:—N’{wy_riv\ %" INTER ISLAND No. 16e, 2 cents black, grayish white

5] = ]

1 ) i: No. 14, 2 cents black, greenish blue
It L% [ .

984 - l’g x No. 16, 2 cents black, grayish

| . . : .
TE - = ﬁ' No. 14 is the key plate for there is no
g G o~ r mistaking the ten types on “duck egg” blue
;; L _,..‘: paper. The other two 1862 plates are prac-
2 Cents. tically identical typographically to No. 14

The 1860 plate can be little more than a
hodgepodge of the stamps that do not match
No. 14. The greyish paper varies in shade,

. |INTRER ISLAND]

}2 e ’ often being so light as to be confused with

Z 1:1 the grayish white of No. 16e. Strictly speak-

= 'g} ing, some of the more pronounced varieties

it 1:-: (see Fig. 2) should be assigned different

f':;- ; minor plates. From a practical standpoint it

5 ;‘ seems advisable to consider them as varieties

= i : of the one plate.

LIS vt There seems to be no evidence of change
T in the position of any border type. All ex-

cept type I and type III occupy the same
position that they do in the next setting.
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Groups 3 and 4
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Fourth to Twelfth Settings
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No. 15, 1 cent black, grayish, in the fourth
setting, has been rigorously proved by a block
of ten plus a tete beche block. Ample ma-
terial has been found to prove the other set-
tings also. All but two of the settings in
group 3 and group 4 are shown correctly by
Crocker. His reconstructed plate of No. 17,
2 cents dark blue, is easily corrected by re-
placing the stamp shown in position 10 with
a copy of type X (Fig. 3). Proof of No. 21,
5 cents blue, blue, was published in 1941.16
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%Gerard Gilbert, “‘Nineteenth Century Classics,” Cor-
recrors Crus PHiLATELIST, January 1941, p. 5I.
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HAWAIIAN NUMERALS

Summary of Positions

SETTINGS
First Second Fourth Eighth Ninth Twelfth
Third Fifth Tenth
Sixth Eleventh
Seventh

SCOTT'S NUMBERS

13 ('59) | 12 ('59) |15 ('63) | 23 ('65) | 21 ('65) | 22 ('66)
13 ('59) | 18 ('63) 26 ('65)
16 ('60) | 17 ('63) 25 ('65)
16e('62) | 20 ('64)
14 ('62) | 19 ('64)
16 ('62) |24 ('65)

“BORDER TYPE” POSITIONS

| |
X| III|| III| II I 1| 1| 1| IX X| IX VI
|
|
VIII| I I| Iv||III] IvV|| IV| III||VII|VIII||VII|] IV
| | |
| | |
vIi| v|| V| VI vl vil| VI V vi vil| X 1II
|

|
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[ | | |
VI| VII|| VII|VIII| | VII|VIII| [VIII| VII| | III| IV| |VIII| III
|

|
| | |

II| 1IX|| IX| X/ | IX| X X| IX I] II|| V| I
| | | |
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NEWFOUNDLAND

Plating the T1c Card of 1880

By WILLIAM S. and DANIEL C. MEYERSON

A Study in the Technique of Plating *

It was a mint Newfoundland post card,
(Boggs PS3), but so badly off center that
we wondered why anyone wanted to buy
it, particularly when the dealer put a
premium on it because of that very fact.
His explanation was simpld: it was the
only Newfoundland post card that he had
ever seen cut so poorly that it showed a bit
of the card above it. That really snapped us
out of our reverie! We had never given the
matter any thought, but, in our subconscious
mind, we must have assumed that these
cards were printed one at a time. Here,
however, was evidence to the contrary. Evi-
dently a plate had been laid down, perhaps
only two cards 1 x 2, but a plate neverthe-
less. Having some time at our disposal, we
took about 100 of these cards and started
looking for position dots, fly specks, guide
lines, etc., and immediately came to the con-
clusion that we had hit upon something not
previously recorded in any philatelic work on
Newfoundland. These cards could definitely
be plated and the plate was considerably
larger than 1 x 2. After some study and
sorting we had the cards arranged into fif-
teen different piles, ten of which had from 8
to 12 cards and five of them had 1 or 2
cards. Closer examination of the cards in
these five piles revealed that the distinguish-
ing characteristics that had led us to set them
aside were in truth fly specks because they

*(Editor's Note) : Here is an instance of philatelic
study and knowledge being expended upon a common,
inexpensive item, which few have ever bathered to
study. It demonstrates that plating (perhaps the fore-
most effort in philatelic study) is not only done with
the rare and expensive stamps.

were not constant. Continued study showed
that in every instance they could be placed
into the previous ten classifications. We took
200 more cards at random, sorted them and
found that they could all be broken down in-
to the ten recorded positions. With all this
work done, we believed that it could be
stated quite conclusively that the plate for
printing the card had consisted of ten sub-
jects.

Consultation with Jack Levine, a fellow
member of the British North American Phila-
telic Society, on the subject led us to esti-
mate the probable size of the plate as com-
pared to a sheet of 100 stamps printed by the
British American Bank Note Co., at the
same period. We discovered that if it was
assumed that the plate of the cards was 2 x 5,
the width would be the same as that of the
plate of the stamps, but it would be a bit
longer.

We then took these findings to Winthrop
S. Boggs who, after some discussion, stated
that he, too, thought the plate was 2 x 5.
He added that, if former practices were fol-
lowed, all these cards having dots in the left
corner would be from the left side of the
sheet of ten cards. We examined the ten
different plate positions and discovered that
five of them had dots in the lower left cor-
ner. Further examination of a considerable
number of cards revealed that five of the
varieties were occasionally found with a guide
line in the extreme left margin; and that in
every case the cards with the guide lines at
the left were the same as those with the dots
in the lower left corner. We were assured
that this proved conclusively that the cards

2
-
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Fig. 1—Diagram of the Plate for 10 Cards.

with the dots in the lower left corners were
from the right side of the plate and those
without the dots were from the left side of
the plate.

The reason for this conclusion is as fol-
lows: The first step in laying down the plate
is to draw a right angle, and custom seems to
dictate that it be drawn with the right angle
open to the left. The next step is to lay
down the position dots for the individual
cards and in the case of a plate 2 x 3, it
would be put down as shown in Fig. 1, and
the sheet of ten cards from the plate would
resemble Fig. 2.

With this settled, our next task was to
try and fix the position of each card.

The card originally purchased that set us
off on this study was one of those without a
dot in the lower left corner so we marked
this “Exhibit A”. We then took all the
rest from the right hand side of the sheet
and proceeded to see what could be done.

As stated at the beginning of this article,
“Exhibit A” was so badly guillotined that
the lower right hand corner of the card
above showed. An examination of this cor-
ner revealed the existence of the double dot
which was characteristic of one of the ten
positions. The card itself had a double dot
in the upper left corner, the hallmark of still
another of the ten positions. This one card
had, therefore, given us two positions. We
then looked through all of our cards with the
double dot at the extreme right and set aside
those with large top margins for further ex-

W N OB Ww
o p N

J9)

Fig. 2—Diagram of the Sheet of 10 Cards.

amination. Sure enough about 67 mm.
above the frame line of the design, and right
in the center of the card there was still an-
other double dot. A similar double dot di-
rectly beneath the “N” of “BANK” in the
imprint “BRITISH AMERICAN BANK
NOTE CO. MONTREAL” was character-
istic of a third position. So we now had
three positions fixed with two more to go to
completely reconstruct the entire right side of
the sheet of ten cards. We then examined
in minute detail all of the cards having the
double dot under the imprint that also had
large upper margins, but were unable to find
any distinguishing marks whatsoever in the
upper margin. We were therefore forced to
assume that we had come to the top of the
sheet, an assumption proven true by our
later findings. For further reference, we
numbered the cards #2, ¥4 and %6 respect-
ively.

Our inquiry now turned in the other di-
rection. We closely examined the remain-
ing two positions without dots in the lower
left corner and we were immensely pleased
to see that one of the cards of the remaining
two positions, the one with the dots in the
“DLA” of “NEWFOUNDLAND” in the
stamp had a guide line at the bottom. By
pure deductive reasoning we fixed that card
as from the bottom and called it #10. The
last position of necessity had to be the card
not previously set, the card with the spur
atop the frame line in the extreme upper left
corner, and we called this #8. The next prob-
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Fig. 3—The post card showing ail of the distinguishing marks, which are
shown enlarged in Fig. 4.

lem was to prove that our deductive reason-
ing could be substantiated by fact, which we
proceeded to do. A comparison of the top
margins of card #10 with the bottom margins
of card #8 showed definitely that our original
deduction had been correct because 2274 mm.
to the right and slightly below the dot under
the center of the imprint there was a smudge
in the color of the card in exactly the same
spot in the bottom margin of card #8 and in
the top margin of card #10.

It now remained for us to prove that card
26 belonged above card #8. This was done
by exactly the same method, namely using
cards with large bottom margins as in the
case of card %6, and cards with large top
margins as in the case of card #¥8. Sure
enough, there was about 29 mm. to the right
and slightly below the center dot under the

imprint of card #6 a smudge in the color of
the card. This was matched by one in the
selfsame position in the top margin of card
8.

The work had been completed on the right
side of the sheet, and our attention was now
turned towards trying to fix the positions of
the cards on the left side of the sheet. Closer
examination of all those with dots in the
lower left corner revealed the fact that un-
beknown to us we had always been in posses-
sion of a card so badly guillotined that part
of the card above showed. Since the lower
left corner was visible, it was simple to
classify two positions. The badly guillo-
tined card had two dots, one about 1 mm.
from the lower left margin and the other
about 13 mm. from the same margin. The
portion of the card above revealed the pres-
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Fig. 4—Enlargements of each mark numbered from 1 to 10 for identification.
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ence of a dot 3 mm. from the lower left
margin typical of another of the positions.
We then took all of the cards bearing the
dot 3 mm. from the lower left margin, and
from these withdrew all with a large top
margin. Close examination of all these
cards showed that they all had one common
characteristic; two dots above the center of
the card, the first 7 mm. and the second 5%
mm. These two dots in turn were 5% mm.
apart. Common sense dictated the next
step, so from the remaining three positions
were separated all of those cards with a large
bottom margin. A quick examination re-
vealed the fact that the card with a dot 1 mm.
from the lower left margin had the two dots
in the bottom margin 274 mm. below the im-
print. We then examined all copies of this
last card with large top margins. Since we
found no distinguishing marks whatsoever,
we decided (and rightfully so) that this last
card was the top of the left side of the sheet.
‘We numbered this card and the two beneath
it as “1, #3 and ¥35 respectively.’

As was the case when plating the right
half of the sheet, close examination revealed
that one of the remaining two positions, the
one with the dot directly below the Ileft
frame line was occasionally found with
traces of a bottom frame line. This then
convinced us that it was %9 and that the
remaining position, the one with a double
dot 2 mm. from the lower left margin could
only be #7, a fact which we promptly pro-
ceeded to prove. 12 mm. to the left of the
center dot below the imprint of card #7 is
found a very faint smudge in the color of
the card, but faint as it was, it was matched
by an identical smudge in the top margin ot
card #9. Then just to make doubly certain,
we checked the lower margins of card #j5
with the upper margins of card %7. We
found confirmation because 274 mm. to the
left of the center dot below the imprint in
the bottom margin of card #5 there was a
smudge in the color of the card that was
matched by one in the upper margin of card
%7. Once this was proven to our satisfac-
tion, we sat back rather firm in the belief
that we had succeeded in plating the 1c card,
(Boggs PS3); and will continue to think so,
until it is proven to the contrary.

We illustrate the card indicating where all
of the distinguishing marks are to be found

(Fig. 3), and in our own amateurish man-
ner we have drawn enlargements of these

‘marks for more ready identification. (Fig. 4)

In conclusion, may we add that we doubt
that this research could have been completed
without the sage advice and wise counsel of
Winthrop S. Boggs. We owe him a vote of
thanks.

THE MEYERSON BROTHERS, better known
as Dan and Bill, are one of the few fraternal
stamp collecting teams. They started collect-
ing stamps together as young boys and have
continued at it in partnership for thirty-five
years. Their specialty is Newfoundland and
one can almost say that if a stamp or item
philatelic is not BNA, it is not philately for
the Meyersons. Dan was Chairman of the
Board of Governors of the British North
American Society 1946-1950 and both are
members of this specialty society. They are
very active in the Study Group which meets
regularly here at The Collectors Club. The
publication of the British North American
Society runs a monthly column by the Meyer-
sons called “Trail of the Caribou.” Inci-
dentally, the above article on the Newfound-
land 1c Post Card of 1880 will be reprinted
in that publication.

Their collection has been exhibited in whole
or parts in recent years, and was awarded
gold medals at the 1946 Sepad and the 1947
Stampex. At the 1947 CIPEX, it received
two Fourth Awards.

Although when you meet William S. and
Daniel C. Meyerson, they generally will dis-
cuss nothing but Newfoundland stamps, they
do have to spend their time earning money to
buy them. Bill is Advertising Manager of
Gimbel Brothers, a well-publicized dry goods
emporium, while Dan is a Manufacturers
Representative.

This is the third of the British North
American articles published in the 1951 coL-
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST in honor of The
Centenary of Canada’s First Postage Stamp.
As is known, this year’s anniversary will cli-
max in Toronto, Canada during September
with CAPEX, an International Exhibition.

Two more articles on Canadian stamps are
planned in the two succeeding numbers of
this magazine for this event and our Canadi-
an members.
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BOOK REVIEWS

The Stamps of Great Britain, by J. B.
Seymour. Part I, The Line Engraved Issues,
1840 to 1853. Second Edition, 1950. Pub-
lished by the Royal Philatelic Society, Lon-
don, 1950.

The second and revised edition of this
standard work on the line engraved issues of
Great Britain comes to hand shortly after the
death of its distinguished author. The book
becomes' the monument to a great philatelist.

This work was originally published in 1934.
It started as a practical handbook of the
stamps of Great Britain, giving a compre-
hensive survey of both the historical and
philatelic aspects. Its origin is found in the
“Kohl Briefmarken-Handbuch” which was
commenced in 1923 under the editorship of
Dr. Herbert Munk. Dr. Munk was accus-
tomed to enlist the services of distinguished
specialists in writing the sections on important
countries. Mr. J. B. Seymour supplied Dr.
Munk with the necessary material to write
the section on Great Britain. This section
was so important and the publication of it in
the English language of such consequence,
that the Royal Philatelic Society, London was
offered the rights of the English edition by the
Collectors Club of New York which held and
still holds the exclusive rights for the Eng-
lish translations of the Kohl ‘“Handbuch.”

The work does not pretend to be com-
plete or exhaustive. It is limited by the
range of Mr. Seymour’s philatelic experience
and by the care of the scientific student, for
varieties such as re-entries, double letters,
etc., are included only where they have been
definitely plated.

The text of the second edition has been
completely revised by the late Mr. Seymour
and contains many new illustrations. The
material has been grouped into chapters. The
various issues and plate numbers have been
indicated in the headlines. The index of
plate varieties has not been revised but is re-
printed from the first edition.

The historical and expository portion of the
book is excellent and well written. It includes
a clear account of the line engraving process
as used by Perkins, Bacon and Petch who in
1852 became Perkins, Bacon and Co. The
plates are exhaustively studied with great at-

tention being given to the varieties which oc-
cur on line engraved plates. These varieties
are so minutely described that only the serious
philatelist will recognize the wealth of detail
and diligence of the study. For this reason
it is recommended that the philatelic beginner
confine his reading to that portion of the book
that precedes the explanation of the various
plates of the Penny Black, Penny Red and
Two Pence Blue.

For any philatelist who is a student of line
engraved stamps in general and of Great
Britain in particular, this book is definitely
a recommended reading, and should be on the
shelf of any serious philatelic student.

H. D. 8. Haverbeck.

Imperial Airways (and Subsidiary Compa-
nies). A History and Priced Check List of
the Empire Air Mails. Compiled by N. C.
Baldwin with Introduction by H. G. D. Gis-
burn. Publisher, Francis J. Field, Ltd.,
Richmond Road, Sutton Coldfield, England.
Price $1.00 post free.

This is “The Aero Field” Handbook No.
10, covering about 75 pages, liberally illus-
trated with maps, postmarks and cachets.
90% of the book is a chronological check and
price list of the British Empire Air Mails.
As one active in aerophilately in the United
States, this reviewer must confess that this
British specialty has few followers in this
country. To be most frank, and with no in-
tention to insult, most American collectors
would have preferred to collect a grand array
of English Air Mail Stamps in preference to
special cachets and post marks.

Air mail service has been of the greatest
value to the vast British Empire. Even with-
out special air mail stamps, the Imperial Air-
ways have functioned brilliantly and effi-
ciently. This handbook sets forth its de-
velopment. The team of Baldwin and Field
have been at this British air mail for years.
They know the subject, perhaps better than
anyone else. And of far greater value, they
have continually recorded it in a neat and in-
telligent manner. This book is to us, how-
ever, more aviation than Philately.

H.M.G.

156 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO. III



COLOMBIA

Air Mail in March, 1920

By JACOB S. GLASER

In the September, 1950 issue of The Ameri-
can Philatelist,* Mr. John N. Myer, well-
known philatelic writer and authority on Co-
lombian stamps, wrote that all the air mail
of March, 1920, flown between Barranquilla
and Cartagena was not properly flown, and
all cancellations on such mail were counter-
feit. The writer agrees that a number of
covers with counterfeit cancellations exist as
he has some of them in his collection, but his
study leads him to believe that Mr. Myer
was not correct in making a general state-
ment that all covers with March, 1920, dates
are forgeries.

Evidence exists that there was at least one
regular flight on March 11, 1920, and pos-
sibly others on March 13 and 14. Here is
how I proceeded to substantiate my opinion.

On September 15, 1950, I wrote to Mr.
Delroy Dewdney, who is with the British
Embassy in Barranquilla, Colombia; to Senor
J. Gomez Duncan also of Barranquilla; and
to Mr. Val. B. Kielland who is with Texas
Petroleum Co. in Bogota. I sent each a list
of covers in my collection.

The consensus of opinion, as written in
their replies, was that these covers were
flown on day cancelled ; but counterfeit covers
were made later of these. The original cov-
ers were addressed to people and firms of the
highest standing and character. Among the
firms were banks, leading trading companies
in Barranquilla and Cartagena, and reputable
merchants.

This is the list of covers.

Name Date
Erneste Cortissez 3-13-20
Cumberto de Caso 3-12-20
Carlos Cifuentes 3-13-20

* The American Philatelist, September, 1950. “Thu
Second Issue of Air Mail in Colombia,” by John N.
Myer, pages 939-43.

Adalberto de Costillo 3-13-20
Marcias de la Cruz 3-10-20
TGuillermo Echauarria 4-16-20
Jacinto L. Esparrogosa 3-13-20
C. Ferero 3-13-20
Senorita Dona Ruth Gomez

Fresparoicio 3-13-20
Senorita Dona Ana Elisa Gonzales,

San Juan Hospital Y Concordia

Casa %396 3-13-20
Rurnie Hermanos 3-13-20
Senor Y Dona Carmen Porto-

Lambrono 3-13-20
Pedro M. Sascarro 3-13-20
Alberto Peres H.—Calle San Rouge,

Hospital %380 3-13-20
Agapito M. Perer 3-13-20
Enrique Pantoja 3-12-20
Alberto Puccini 3-9-20
Jose R. Peralto H. 3-12-20
Federico Perez Lara 3-13-20
Credito Mercantil 3-10-20
Sres. J. U. Mogollon Y Cia 3-13-20
Victor Rosina Y Cia 3-12-20
Esequiel Rosad 3-13-20
Senora Josephina Ruccini 3-11-20
Sres. Pinedo Weber Y Cia 3-10-20
Sres. Pinedo Weber 3-12-20

On November 27, 1950, Mr. Delroy Dewd-
ney wrote me stating that the stamps used
for franking were genuine. The persons to
whom the covers were addressed were actu-
al residents in Colombia and responsible peo-
ple known to him. He also enclosed a cover
addressed to Senor Anibal Lombardi, Apar-
tado 144, Barranquilla, franked with Sana-
bria #11 and Scott Two %339 stamps, Two
%319 stamps, and One Scott #344 and One
%359, mailed at Cartagena, March 11, 1920,

7 All but this cover were addressed to Barran-
quilla. This exception is addressed Cartagena. It is,
however, dated April, not March, 1920.
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Fig. 1. Cover flown from Cartagena March 11, 1920.

Fig. 2. Backstamp on cover of Fig. 1 showing
the Barranquilla arrival date March 12, 1920.

and received in Barranquilla on March 12,
1920. This cover is illustrated front and
back. (Figs. 1 and 2)

The following is quoted from Mr. Dewd-
ney’s letter.

“Senor Anibal Lombardi, one of the old-
timers here, a specialist and someone who
actually was responsible for many of the
covers flown during the early days of flight
in Colombia, himself examined the covers and
together with the writer decided that perhaps
they were genuine. Senor Lombardi kindly
lent me one of his own covers which is ab-
solutely authentic and of which there cannot
be the slightest doubt so that you yourself
may wish to study and when finished with re-
turn at your convenience.”

Mr. Kielland wrote on October 2, 1950,
from Bogota the following:—
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Fig. 4. Back of cover in Fig. 3 with handwritten record of the addressee that it arrived
by air mail in Barranquilla on March 13, 1920.
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“However, on this list are a number of
honorable names like J. V. Mogollon & Cia,
and the two Puccinis. None of these would
knowingly lend their names for anything not
absolutely honorable.”

Mr. Duncan wrote on January 26, 1951,
from Barranquilla, the following:—

“Dear Friend Mr. Glaser: I have your
letter of January 16, 1951. The same cover
you ask me in New York City with certifi-
cate and signature of Mr. Pedro M. Las-
carro. The certificate say ‘I certify I have
received this cover from Post Office the day
March 13, 1920. Pedro M. Lascarro.” (This
certificate is written in Spanish on back of
cover.) I hope you understand the English
I write and I beg your pardon for same.
Always Sincerely your friend, Gomez Dun-
can. P.S. The cover belongs to my brother.”

This cover was mailed at Cartagena and
received at Barranquilla on March 13, 1920.
(Figs. 3 and 4)

This correspondence confirmed my belief
that some of the covers in my possession with
March, 1920 dates are genuine. Not only
that, but two of my correspondents in Co-
lombia sent me covers dated March, 1920
which they state are genuine in every respect.
All this evidence strikes me as conclusive.

For comparison, illustrated is a cover
mailed at Cartagena and received in Barran-
quilla on March 14, 1920. This has no na-
tional cancellation and is, therefore, proba-
bly a fake. (Figs. 5 and 6)

This is a good key for the study of Colom-
bian air mail covers from this period. Postal
requirements were that air mail required two
types of stamps. The air stamp was of a
private nature and so was cancelled by a
company cancellation. The air mail was a
surtax. Every letter, in addition, had to be
franked with the Government stamp. This
later could be cancelled only with a national
cancellation. Consequently, a company can-
cellation hit upon both the air mail stamp of
the private air lines and the Government
stamp leads to a strong suspicion as to the
genuineness of a cover so postmarked.

JACOB S. GLASER needs no introduction
to any of our members. He is, however,
making his debut as a CorLLectors CLUB
PuiLaTELIST author. His philatelic activi-
ties go back so many years and are so diverse
that it is impossible to mention but the high
lights in this space. Mr. Glaser is at pres-
ent one of the three Trustees of The Col-
lectors Club and has long served it as a
Governor. He has been for some years
Chairman of the House Committee, having
devoted much time unselfishly to the main-
tenance of our property.

Mr. Glaser is a contracting engineer by
profession, having been in this work since his
education ended. He graduated from the
Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, N. Y., specializ-
ing in architecture and engineering. He has
been a lifetime resident of Brooklyn. Last
year he joined the “three score and ten” club.

Large families are in the Glaser blood.
“Jake” was the oldest of a family of ten
boys and two girls. He and Mrs. Glaser
brought up their own brood of three sons and
two daughters, who, in turn, have given
them twelve grandchildren. Two similar in-
terests seem to exist with all three Glaser
generations—stamp collecting and Boy Scouts.
One daughter has been married for some
years in Colombia, which explains “Jake’s”
philatelic specialty—the stamps of Colombia.
Another daughter and grandson are presently
members of The Club, making three genera-
tions as members at one time.

Mr. Glaser is most active in Fraternal
organizations, coupling this sometimes with
philately through his intimate connection with
the Masonic Stamp Club, being a past Presi-
dent. He has been collecting stamps without
interruption for more than 50 years. He was
most active in 1945-47 as the Director of
Construction for the International Cipex. In
addition to all this, Mr. Glaser is affiliated
with many stamp clubs and several national
philatelic organizations. His chief interest in
these lies with their Junior Activities. “Jake”
believes in, and works hard at, encouraging
youngsters to collect stamps. His charitable
and civic contributions are many, which, if
enumerated, would lead one to doubt that one
mortal could so so much. This, therefore,
is only a thumb-nail sketch of The Collectors
Club’s Jacob S. Glaser.
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CoroMBI1IA AIR MAI1Ls 1IN MARCH, 1920

Fig. 5. A cover believed not genuinely flown but an imitation of the 1920 air mail.

Fig. 6. Backstamp upon cover shown in Fig.
5, which does not compare with those applied
to genuine flown covers.

(AIll Photos by Boutrelle)
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The Collectors Club BALANCE SHEET, December 31, 1950

ASSETS
CaSHY | sycisuesinimessmmssm s s ST TR AR A RS P AR SR S $ 2,592.83
Due from advertisers .................. 141.50
Deposit with Post Office ............ 10.00
Unexpired insurance premiums 70795
House Replacement Fund:
Cash N Trustees’” JCCOURT ... xssnsrsmrrssmsnsinnsarassosreiasmmasmninnss $ 743.49
Marketable securities ............cccccoiiiiieeiiiiiiieieeiiiieeeeiieeeeeeaaenn 8,3177.85 9,121.34
J. Brace Chittenden Memorial Fund: —_—
CAShE st e B S 53.26
Marketable securities 6,700.00 6,753.26
Life Membership Fund: -
Cash in savings bank ...........cccooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiecee e, 1,464.75
Fixed assets:
Club real estate .usmummmmsmmssnianisrs o 65,058.07
Furniture and equipment . 13,220.66
JHBVAREL .8 e Siicmmsi B P M ebicaniin e SO Do S P s A 30,293.35 $108,572.08
$129,363.71
LIABILITIES AND SURPLUS _
Dues and subscriptions paid in advance ...........cocoevieeviiieiieiiiieiiiieeiieeeaean $ 216.00
House Replacement Fund ReServe ...........ccoooeveiiiiiiiieiioiiieiiiiiieieeieeieeneeens 9,121.34
J. Brace Chittenden Memorial Fund Reserve ............ccccccooeiviiiiiiiiiinieiiiieeiieacinnns 6,753.26
Life Membership:. Fund ReSErve .u...coswsseerismssmssmuassansissrssossitassinsaasiusszsine 1,464.75
L] ] LU £ T 111,808.36
$129,363.71
STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS AND SURPLUS
INCOME: For the Year Ended December 31, 1950.
DUES: ovrymmmens saines sors s s s s P s i A R dh s o PR S sl $ 10,715.25
CORIFIDUTIONS! oo\ onvennemssinsassanmnmmssnssnsssaisonassms s msaneamass sonssssssan 424.00
Philatelic Foundation: FeRE .e.comwmevssonamnasepsersmosimasays 800.00
Association for Stamp Exhibitions .........ccoeciiiiiiiiiiiriiiiennnee. 200.00 $ 12,139,25
EXPENSES: _—_
SAlERY - s e S R s b 0 5, e T e S B AT 2,430.00
Telephone . 315.47
POSTAEE: 1woininosusvitoiisimsiivissysmssssnssisvames ssyenaines e v s easbs 437.07
Stationery, printing and office expenses .........c.c.c.cecvvvuneeeennnn. 427.37
General exXpPenses: i x siisssan iR e R N A E e 264.11
Club-house operating expenses and repairs....$ 5,636.10
Less paid by House Replacement Fund .... 745.00 4,891.10
Library salary and expenses .........c.cccccvueeennnn. 1,160.62
Less paid by ]. Brace
Chittenden Memorial Fund .......... 175.88 984.74
Collectors Club Philatelist:
Printing, engravng and expenses ........ 4,939.83
Less advertising and non-members’
subscription income ...........coceeunn.n. 2,648.74 2,291.09 12,040.95
BALANCE OF INCOME. .. ii:ioiciminisiessimmmmmvsimssssssmasssionssssasn $ 98.30
SURPLUS, December 31, 1949 ... ......cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiieeeeaen, 111,710.06
SURPLUS, December 31, 1950 ........coeviiiniiniiiiiiiiiiieeiceieenns $111,808.36

AUDITORS’ REPORT
Board of Governors—The Collectors Club:
We have made a limited examination of the balance sheet of THE COLLECTORS CLUB,
a non-profit corporation organized under the laws of New York State, as of December 31,
1950 and the related statement of operations and surplus for the year then ended. We did
not make a complete audit of all transactions but we counted the marketable securities and
verified the bank balances by independent confirmations.

New York, N. Y.
March 15, 1951
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MARSHALL CGRANGER & COMPANY,
Certified Public Accountants.
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Meet‘ing of February 21, 1951
Afghanistan

One of the least appreciated yet most fasci-
nating countries in the catalogue, Afghanis-
tan, was the subject of a magnificent display
and talk by Winthrop S. Boggs, whose collec-
tion of this country is outstanding—so reccg-
nized, when it was awarded a Silver-Gilt
Medal at the London International Stamp
Exhibition in May, 1950.

Mr. Boggs opened his remarks with a brief
discussion of the history of the country par-
ticularly during the nineteenth century when
it had been a buffer state between India and
Russia. It was during the nineteenth cen-
tury that Russia’s eastward and southward
march began, the results of which we are
still feeling today. These introductory re-
marks supplied us with a good background
for the philatelic portion.

The collection opens with two examples of
the extremely rare AFGHANISTAN PAID hand-
struck marking of the British Army Field
post office on letters of the first Anglo-Afghan
war of 1840-42. These are the first items of
philatelic interest obtainable from Afghanis-
tan.

The actual postal history begins with the
issue of adhesive stamps by Emir Sher Ali,
in 1871. )

Mr. Boggs explained the Moslem Calendar
because he noted that all the stamps issued
by Sher Ali, and all but a half dozen or so
of those issued later by Abdur-Rahman were
dated according to this calendar. Conse-
quently, the sequence of issues can be readily
determined.

Mr. Boggs also pointed out that, being a
very orthodox Moslem country, it was not
until 1931 that anything other than inscrip-
tions and symbols appeared on the stamps.
A Tiger’s head was the symbol of Sher Ali.
Consequently, the Sher Ali issues have a
Tiger’s head in the center.

The Tiger head issues were also all hand-
drawn, one subject at a time, and litho-
graphed from stones of from 4 to 60 sub-
jects, resulting in as many types as there
were subjects. Another peculiarity is the

frequency with which the various denomina-
tions occurred on the same stone.

The method of cancellation, while phila-
telically deplorable, was most effective. The
inscription ‘“‘Mahsul,” meaning fee or tax, on
the stamp was torn out, and thus a stamp was
cancelled. The Afghans then did not have to
fear removal of cancels nor experiment with
grills.  Many such cancelled (torn) copies
were shown.

The first issue, 1871, dated “1233,” was
represented by five unused examples from
Plate A, and a magnificent uncut used pair
from the same plate. Plate B was nearly
completely reconstructed, including an unused
strip of five of the Sanar. Plate C, com-
pletely reconstructed with fine used copies
each without cut or cancellation tear. The
reconstruction of strips of five of the Sanar,
Abassi, and singles of the Shahi, is complete
but for two stamps.

The rare plate D was also strongly repre-
sented. In addition, this issue is nearly com-
plete on covers, some forty positions of the
four plates being shown, including strips and
pairs.

The large purple stamps of 1872 (1289),
were shown in a reconstruction; the rupee
being in a pair, a great rarity. There is also
a 6 sh on a large piece of cover.

The 1873 (1290) issue was represented by
complete sheets in: Plate A of 15 subjects,
and Plate B of 60 subjects. The outstanding
piece is the unique pair from Plate A, show-
ing one stamp with the missing corner, first
state of plate. This was almost immediately
corrected and examples of the retouch are
in the collection, including a number on cover.
The rare purple printing from plate B was
exhibited, both unused and fine used.

Of the high values of similar design dated
“1291” printed in sheets of 15, there is a
vertical row of five of each value, making up
a reconstructed sheet, as well as several used,
including one on cover.

The large stamps of “1292” (1874), oc-
curring in black and purple, including a fine
showing of the black and a reconstruction in
purple made up of a strip of 5 Abassi; and a
block of ten of the Sanar, one of which is
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the wide circle, listed by the Stanley Gib-
bons Catalog.

Among the great rarities are the so-called
“Tablet” stamps of “1293”"—(1875), so
named because the denomination is on a tab-
let at the foot of the stamp. In this diffi-
cult group, Mr. Boggs showed partial re-
constructions in purple and black. He stated
that, to the best of his knowledge, no one had
ever succeeded in reconstructing the plate in
one color. He is endeavoring to do so, and
is about 509 complete. His two tablet
covers are remarkable because there are
probably less than a half dozen tablet covers
known.

The second 1875 issue, also dated “1293,”
is the first of the series printed in five colors
for the various postal districts. Beginning
with the gray stamps, the display includes
both the Shahi plate and the high value plate
in uncut sheets of twenty-four, two of each
with different watermarks, which are believed
unique.

The colored stamps were also represented
by an extensive series, and the range of covers
was, as usual, extraordinary.

The 1876 (1294) issue, which consists of
forty stamps to a sheet, all denominations on
it, was outstanding in that there was an un-
cut sheet in YELLOJW, and a complete re-
construction in green on # OV E paper.

The display “1295” issue was profuse in
uncut sheets, shades, and used blocks. The
rare black “skeleton” stamp was represented
by four copies, each from a different plate
position.

Sher Ali fled the country late in 1878 under
pressure from the British and the Russians.
After a period of two years of British occu-
pation, Abdur-Rahman Khan, Sher Ali’s
uncle, was established on the throne at Kabul.
He reverted to a primitive method of stamp
production, having three denominations hand-
stamped in water colors on flimsy papers,
mostly white, but also including those of
various colors. Mr. Boggs’ display of these
stamps was comprehensive; including large
blocks, numerous shades and a profusion of
covers: showing the colored papers properly
used.

The display of the later lithographed issues
was notable for the complete sheets and num-
erous shades both unused and used copies, as
well as the profusion of covers.

In the 20th Century Issues, the outstand-
ing pieces were the complete sheets of the
1907-08 stamps, the pair of the Large 30 pa
of 1921, and the combination covers of 1922-
29.

It is difficult in a column such as this to do
justice to the collection and the depth of in-
formation which Mr. Boggs has about these
stamps; or, to the numerous points of phila-
telic interest which were casually brought out
in his lucid and comprehensive discussion.
The fact that he held his audience for some-
what over an hour is a tribute to his handling
of a group of stamps that to most collectors
is not only confusing but, apparently, also of
little interest.

The Meeting of March 7
The Stamps of the Pan American Union

This meeting was devoted to a presentation
by Mr. Albert F. Kunze, Director of the
Philatelic Division of the Pan American
Union, Washington, D. C. Mr. Kunze
brought with him a colorful display of Pan
American stamps arranged so as to present
some of the underlying history concerning the
famous personages pictured on them.

Mr. Kunze used most of his time to explain
the function of the Pan American Union, par-
ticularly that of the Philatelic Diwision. Be-
sides preserving an exhibit of the stamps
from the various nations which make up the
Union, the Philatelic Division also has avail-
able for sale at face value the current stamps
of six of' the participating nations. This
Philatelic Agency of the Pan American Union
has been built up almost single handed by
Mr. Kunze, representing his life work and his
dream come true.

Our Guest Speaker, among other things,
stated that the Post Office Departments of
the nations comprising the Union pay a great
deal of attention to the reception that their
stamps are accorded by the collectors in the
United States. These American countries are
proud to establish and maintain a good name
philatelically. He further stated that a de-
termined effort was being made to curb ex-
cesses on the part of some. Those still re-
sorting to exploitation of philatelists, do so
only because such stamps are quickly sold. A
lack of interest at once corrects this situation.

Mr. Kunze pointed out the large amount
of research that goes into the booklets which
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are offered for sale by the Union. The bio-
graphies of the famous personages whose por-
traits appear on the stamps are contained in
this literature. These can be obtained at a
very low price from the Philatelic Division,
Pan American Union, and give a very great
amount of data regarding Pan American per-
sonalities shown on stamps. The purpose
is educational, so that they are in demand not
only from stamp collectors but educational in-
stitutions.

Mr. Kunze is an able speaker and thus he
kept his audience attentive during the entire
evening. [t is regrettable that there were not
more members present to enjoy this program.

The Meeting of March 21

Nineteenth Century Chile

Col. John F. Rider of New York, N. Y.
was kind enough to give us the first public
exhibition of his collection of the stamps of
Chile from 1853 to 1865. The wall frames
were entirely filled with elaborately mounted
pages of selected stamps in fine condition.
The mounting, artistic work, layouts and the
arrangement were the work of Mr. Louis
Stich. He is to be complimented upon the
quality of his work, having a very ornate
style and individual character.

The first stamps of Chile which appeared
in 1853 were the product of the English firm
of Perkins, Bacon & Co. They were finely
engraved, printed in London, in sheets of 240
subjects. In January, 1854 the plates were
brought to Santiago and further printings
made from them by N. Desmadryl. These
early impressions were well represented by
selected single copies and multiple pieces.

In August, 1854 lithographic stones were
prepared locally by H. C. Gillet from trans-
fers from the original plates. First, the 5
centavos stamps were printed from these
stones. This lithographed issue is remark-
able for the number of faulty and folded
transfers. Examples of the various flaws
were shown in superb copies accompanied by
enlarged drawings illustrating the flaw.
These lithographs were, in the opinion of
many present, the most outstanding portion
of the collection, in addition to being one of
the finest exhibits of these Chilean stamps
shown in this country.

In 1855 the stamps were printed again from
new plates in London and, in 1857, they were

sent to Chile where further printings were
made locally from them. These new plates
can be distinguished from the earlier ones by
the absence of marginal inscriptions. Col.
Rider advanced the theory that there may be
other distinguishing marks on the second
plates and that he hoped to be able to supply
definite proof after further study. These
issues were well represented in all the various
shades. Considerable attention was given to
reentries and shades as well as to the errors
in the second Santiago prints which consist
of double impressions and printed on both
sides.

These stamps continued in use until 1862.
In that year, two new denominations were
added, 1 centavo and 20 centavos, as well as
further printings of the 10 centavos stamp.
Several fine examples of the 1c. were shown
on cover, which Col. Rider believed are
among the most difficult of the early Chilean
stamps to be found on cover. These stamps
were again engraved and printed in London
by Perkins Bacon & Co. The 10 centavos
stamp exists on the paper bearing the water-
mark “20” and several fine copies of this
error were displayed. ]

The final printing from the 5 centavo plate
took place in Santiago in 1865. This print-
ing is especially remarkable in that some few
stamps were printed on horizontally and ver-
tically laid paper. This seems to have been
an error. The paper was supplied from
England and it appears that several sheets
of laid paper without the “s” watermark
were included. This error, while not having
a high catalogue value, seems to be one of
the scarcest stamps of Chile.

In addition to the material displayed in the
wall frames, Col. Rider brought with him
two volumes of his collection of Chilean
stamps used in Peru during the war of the
Pacific, 1879-1882; and one of the Marine
Official stamps of 1907. These volumes were
open to inspection by the members after the
close of the regular session.

A sincere vote of thanks was given Col.
Rider by the members present for his excel-
lent display and stimulating talk.

The Meeting of April 4

India Used Abroad

The topic of this meeting was an exhibition
and explanation of the use of British Indian
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stamps outside of the boundaries of the
Indian Empire. The program was arranged
by Mr. Paul P. Lindenberg with the assist-
ance of Messrs. H. D. §. Haverbeck and
A. Higgins.

The usage of Indian stamps outside of
British India may be divided into two main
categories, usage in other British Possessions
and usage in foreign countries. Indian
stamps used in other British possessions are
in the nature of forerunners or usage prior
to the establishment of a postal system for the
Possession concerned. These consist of In-
dian Post Offices located in Aden, British
East Africa, Somaliland, Burma, Straits
Settlements, and Borneo. In each of these,
Indian Post Offices were established in the
Territories prior to the issuance of definitive
stamps for these areas.

The usage of Indian stamps in foreign
areas may be divided also in two categories,
Postal Agencies and Field Posts. It is also
possible to make a further division of the
Postal Agencies to those within the confines
of the Indian sub-continent and those out-
side of the geographical boundaries of India.
Postal Agencies were set up in Zanzibar,
Muscat, Trucial Oman, Turkey, Persia,
Baluchistan, Nepal, Tibet; inside the geo-
graphical borders of India, Agencies were
established in the Portuguese Indian Posses-
sions of Daman and Goa, and in the French
Possessions of Chandernagore, Karikal, Pon-
dicherry and Mahe. The Field Posts which
come under this heading are those of the
Afghan campaigns, the Abyssinian Force, the
Burmese Wars, the Tibetan Boundary Com-
mission, the Younghusband Expedition, The
Chinese Expeditionary Force, and the Indian
Expeditionary Forces in both World Wars.

The program was made up of three sepa-
rate lectures. Mr. Lindenberg conducted the
introductory portion which outlined the rea-
sons for the establishment of post offices out-
side of India. He continued with the story
of the Agencies in Africa, Turkey, Persia,
Burma and the Straits Settlements. Mr.
Higgins was the second speaker. He out-
lined the usage of Indian stamps in the Aden
Protectorate, Perim, and Aden Steamer Point.
Mr. Haverbeck explained the operation of
the British Legation Post in Kathmandu, the
capital of Nepal. He also showed material
pertaining to the Tibetan Frontier Commis-

sion, the Younghusband Expedition and the
various Postal Agencies established on Tibe-
tan territory under the terms of the Tibetan
Trade Treaty. Mr. Lindenberg then con-
cluded the program with a discussion of the
Agencies in both French and Portugese India,
and a survey of the Campaign and Expedi-
tionary Force markings.

We have purposely omitted any detailed
description of the markings used as they are
all described in the various works on the
Stamps of India Used Abroad written by such
students as Renouf, Robson Lowe and Jal
Cooper.

The members present voted a rising vote
of thanks to the speakers of the evening for
a most interesting and instructive program.

The following new members were elected
at the Board of Governors’ Meetings held
February 28th and March 28th, 1951:

NO.

2916 Frank William Gedye, Brome, Quebec,
Canada; Collects Canada, Great Brit-
ain, and India Feudatory States.

2917 B. Zimmerman, Kuusankoski, Finland;
Collects Northern European Countries,
Great Britain, Canada, Cuba.

2918 Capt. Geo. Leonard Hearn, Herts,
England; Collects Great Britain Used
Abroad.

2919 L. Coleman Hatch, Vineland, N. J.;
Collects France.

2920 E. Robert Singer, New York, N. Y.;
Collects Old German States and Gen-
eral.

2921 Howard A. Browne, Vineland, N. J.;
Collects Union of South Africa and
Covers.

2922 H. Alan Volkmar, Evanston, Ill.; Col-
lects 6c Bank Notes and U. S. 19th
Century.

2923 Col. John F. Rider, New York, N. Y.;
Collects Chile.

2924 Louis Stich, New York, N. Y.; Col-
lects Corrientes, Austria, Germany,
Chile, Ukraine, and Polish 1st World
War Issues and Locals.

2925 Courtney M. Weaver, New Rochelle,
N. Y.; Collects Netherlands and Bel-
gium.

2926 Rev. Paul B. Freeland, Nashville,
Tenn.; Collects United States.
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2927 Norman M. Haac, Huntington Valley,
Pa.; Collects United States, Canada &
other British Possessions.

2928 Wm. H. Peters, Interlachen, Fla.; Col-
lects Air Mails, and Colombia Scadta’s.

It is indeed gratifying to the Collectors
Club that Mr. Franklin R. Bruns, Jr. was
appointed Assistant Curator of the Philatelic
Division of the Smithsonian Institution of
Washington, D. C. As is well known, Mr.
Bruns has been active in The Club for some
years, being former Secretary, Past Editor of
Tae CoLLeEcToRs CLUB PHILATELIST and is
presently a member of the Board of Gov-
ernors.

The Library Committee reports the ac-
quisition of the following:

“Danube Steam Navigation Company” by
Hurt and Kelly

“Finland Catalogue 1950” by J. R. Parmi

“India Used Abroad” by Jal Cooper

“Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue 1951”
—Edited by Gordon Harmer

“American Air Mail Catalogue” Vol. T 1947
Edition, Vol. 2 1950 Edition by the
American Air Mail Society

“Deutsche Notfrankaturen Briefmarken” by
M. Von der Muehlbecke, Helsingfors-
Frimaerk-Samlare Forening

“Early United States Postal System” by
George C. Rockefeller

“Priced Catalogue of Local Postage Stamps”
(three parts) by E. F. Hurt and L. N.
& M. Williams

“Mayrische Muehlradstempel” by Johann
Wilhelm Stuendt

“Ringstempel-Verzeichniss von Thirn u.
Taxis” by George Buetow and Max
Ton

“Deutschen Kriegsmarken” by W. Richter

“Primer Congreso Filatelico Espanol” by So-
ciedad Filatelica Catalana

“Francobolli di Lubecca” by Barone di Girse-
wald

“Francobolli d’ Albania” by Gioacchino Sara-
ceni

“List of Booklet Panes” by Booklet Pane
Society

“Types d’Alsace-Lorraine” by F. Serrane

“Faux de Finlande” by F. Serrane

“Faux de Bade” by F. Serrane

“Les Filigranes des Premieres Emissions de
Belgique” by R. Delapierre

“Les Millesimes de 10c et 20c” by R. Dela-
pierre

“Les Retouches des Medaillons” by R. Dela-
pierre

“Il1 5 Rappen Bleu di Svizzera” by G. Sara-
ceni

“Le 10 Boni Bleu de Roumanie” by R.
Poncelet

“Quelques Notes sur les Timbres Roumains”
by R. Poncelet

“Ganzsachen-Probedrucke von Bayern” by
Dr. E. Stenger

“Bundesbuch” by Bundesleiting

“El Sello” by Juan Zuazo y Palacio

“La verite sur Les Fac-Similes Espagnols”
by Miguel Segui

“Evans Collection of Postage Stamps” by
F. E. Wilson

“Die Durheim-Ausgaben” by Dr. Herbert
Munk

“Om Postkorts-Emissions” by George Bjoer-
kqvist

“Sirmoor I’ by Sir David Masson

Mr. George B. Sloane.

SCHEDULED MEETINGS FOR JUNE AND SEPTEMBER, 1951

June 6 — Stamps of France and Colonies by the France and Colonies Study Group.
July, August — Summer Recess.
September 19 — U. S. Bureau of Engraving and Printing, Special Features, Conducted by

Harrison D. §. Haverbeck, Sec’y.
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THE FAGTS Behind The Famed

SEREBRAKIAN

AUCTIONS

1951 has brought forth one interesting development. More and
MORE BUYERS have been turning to the Serebrakian Auctions to
make their BEST BUYS.

Interesting too, is that holders of idle material are utilizing this
tremendously active market to obtain additional money. What we
have been able to do for both buyers and sellers is explained by the
COLD FACTS. They tell an interesting story. Here are the figures
for your information:

1. 57,000 well illustrated and accurately described catalogs were
ordered and delivered by the printer according to his records.

2. 22,000 LOTS ranging from a few dollars to over thousands of
dollars in value, were offered for sale in these catalogs.

3. 5 Major AUCTIONS in 1951, comprising 33 full sessions in the
afternoon and evening.

4. Over 160,000 pieces of MAIL were sent out to keep buyers in-
formed about the Serebrakian Sales.

5. About 100,000 BIDS were received from the many thousands of
active buyers.

6. Sales in 1950 included around 2,700 lots of PACKETS alone.
The figure is a new high in world auction history.

Leading figures and organizations throughout the world have
been sending their stamps to us for auction. The 1950 season closed
with the offering of the stock of the WORLD FAMOUS SCOTT
STAMP & COIN CO., Inc.

Your idle material can get working money for you too. The
tremendous buying market built and offered to you by Serebrakian,
is a wonderful opportunity to move COLLECTIONS, RARITIES, lots
and dealer stocks BY OUTRIGHT PURCHASE by us or through the
facilities of our AUCTION events.

Write and tell us what you have to sell.

S. SEREBRAKIAN

220 W. 87th St. Tr 3-3757.58 NEW YORK 24, N. Y.
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Have fun remounting your U §S. in a

SCOTT NATIONAL ALBUM
1951 EDITION

OU’VE always wanted a fine printed album for your U. S. stamps—this is it! It costs only
$10 and there’s none better.

You'll like the tasteful, uncrowded arrangement of the spaces. There's one for each
major variety, postage and revenue, listed in the Scott Standard Catalogue. Each space car-
ries the catalogue number of its stamp, to make mounting easier.

The NATIONAL pages are printed on heavy quality paper, on one side only. Supple-
mentary pages are published annually.

Forest green imitation leather covers the hinged post binder. It's easy to take out any
unwanted pages and put in extra blank pages for covers, cancellations, shades or blocks of
your favorite issues.

Get a U. S. album you'll be proud to own and show. Order the NATIONAL from your
stamp or book dealer today!
Extra blank pages, quadrille ruled, 100 for $2.50. Glassine interleaving, 100 for $1.
For Earlier Editions, Supplement # 18, covering 1950 Issues, for 50c.

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS Inc., 1 W. 47th Street, New York 19, N. Y.

BOMBAY PHILATELIC CoO.

Established in 1889

Mr. J. F. Droucette Dias, well-known Indian Philatelist and proprietor
of the Bombay Philatelic Company, is pleased to inform Philatelists that he
has opened a New York Office. He will personally attend to all orders and
want lists for better grade India and Indian States, and British Colonial
stamps. Selections sent on approval against references. Price Lists free.

BAHAWALPUR . . . SPECIAL OFFERS

Scott Mint Used Scott

e 36,50 $8.50 Q1D .onsvrenmmmneummsonnnssososssnsassarass

UBEZY | e aimsnes et e ttensrenits 4.50 6.75 0I1=013 ... ¢

DD D D o0t e 2 P R .10 .25 014-015 b

22-25 Imperf. . ocsninvassisis 850 15.00 Ol6 ussmsmimsiessmmsimsisss : 2
26-29 Perf. 13l ...comsevsnsannavivis .5 45 017-024 ...ooevvevverreereecernnsseenns 4.50- 6.5
26-29 Perf. 18 .ccoovrerveirianenene 35 85 025:028 Perf. 13 ...ccoccraemsnn A5 .45
26-29 Imperf. .....cccoeevvennvunnans 8.95 15.00 025-28 Perf. 18 .....cccocomssvennss .30 .85
O 206 iocsisssmsrsnsmvsmssmmsmssmeniss 1.50 2.00 025-028 Imperf. .....cioessevmnsvnes 695 12.50
OT-O8) svissicsesiresisvasstsntonss 1.75 .50 Country complete as listed )

(0 e sl el S 5.00 .50 above ...ciceiiiiiiiiees 55.00 75.00

BOMBAY PHILATELIC CoO.
65 Nassau Street, Suite 114,
New York 38, N.Y.

AS.D.A., APS., BP.A., P.TS., Etc.
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FACTS ABOUT SELLING YOUR STAMPS

@® Public Auction is the modern way to sell most collections.

® We have been conducting sales for over 20 years and our effi-
cient, up to date, PERSONALIZED SERVICE assures the maxi-
mum in results.

® We can offer early dates and attractive terms. Liberal ad-
vances pending sale. Expert supervision of all material by
experienced philatelists.

® OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE successfully places Phila-
telic Properties privately, where this method is preferred. Our
advice, backed by over 20 years of ethical dealing is at your
service.

@® We are also prepared to purchase for cash Collections, Ac-
cumulations, Rarities, etc.

INFORMATION CHEERFULLY GIVEN
2 W 46th S
TIRWIN H]E][MANg Inc. NEWes$OR|: ]9t,re;t' Y.

Telephone: LUxemburg 2-2393

Ll. 5. PRICE LIST

OUR 68 PAGE ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST

Free On Request
INCLUDES:

Confederate Issues

U. S. Possessions

Canada

Newfoundland

Separate Listing of U. S. Plate
Number Blocks

Your Want Lists of U. S. Stamps and Covers
Will Be Appreciated.

JOHN A. FOX A

116 NASSAU STREET, N. Y. C., 7, NEW YORK

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO. IIiI




“R. F.”

On March 13, 1943, the U. S. Naval Department issued a
directive to several fleet and area commanders. |t provided that
where no French postage was available and cancellation was to be
made by French Post Offices, U. S. stamps could be used with the
letters “‘R. F.”” (Republique Francaise) overprinted.

Listed exclusively in . . .

SANABRIA 1950

The COMPLETE Air Post Catalogue

$4.75
post free

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., INC.
521 Fifth Avenue ® New York 17, N. Y.

' & w
Back Issues of THE COLLECTORS |

CLUB PHILATELIST are available 1840 =1890

in limited quantities at $1.25 per

copy. Write to The Collectors Club, ®
22 East 35th Street, New York 16,
New York. | specialize in rare
Volume Il (1924), July and October .
Volume VII (1928)’, January and July stamps of all countries,
Vol(;;cc'rtwsb;l{lll (1929), January, April and issued during the above
VoLunrgeolcf(Jbe(rl‘)EiO), January, April, July period, and have one Of
Volume X (1931), January, July and Oc- : .
i the best stocks in exist-
Volume Xl (1932), April, July and October . e . .
Volume XII (1933), January, July, October ence. Enquiries invited.
Volume XIII (1934), April
Volume XIV (1935), January, April, July &
and October

Volume XV (1936), January and October
Volume XVI (1937), January, April and

voacr:;b(;vn (1938) —October D‘)UGLAS RoTH

Volume XVIII (1939), April

Volume XIX (1940), April and October Fairways, Mona Crescent,
Volume XX (1941) to Volume XXX (To Newlands,

date) —All issues are available. )

[ssues not listed are no longer available. Cape Province, South Africa
N J \. V.
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STAMP COLLECTING
is an INTERNATIONAL HOBBY

It 1s not enough for the collector to know
only his own country’s activities: to be on
top he must know what is going on all over
the world.

That is why more and more Americans are
reading the London weekly—

“Stamp Collocting”

The paper with all the news from Britain,
Europe, The British Commonwealth, and

most other countries.

Send $3 now by money order for 52 weekly
copies, or ask for a free sample copy from:—

STAMP COLLECTING LTD.,

27, Maiden Lane,
London W.C.2. England

COVERS

For The Specialist

or The Postal Historian

Our stock contains covers from the 19th
as well as the 20th Century. Try us for
your needs in Old Classics, Postal Stationery
or Air Mails.

We have covers from Europe, The Near
East, Africa, Asia and the Americas.

Penny Black Stamp Co.

(Established 1912)

116 Nassau Street
.New York 7, N.Y.

ESSAYS and PROOFS

Are regularly offered

in my
Auction Sales

Request Free Catalogues

EUGENE N. COSTALES

99 Nassau Street.,
New York 7, N. Y.

\s v,

VII

FOR YOUR
SPECIAL NEEDS

OMETIME every collector wants
S some special service. He wants to

sell his collection for the best pos-
sible price; he wants to buy a great
rarity or an unusual group of stamps,
not to be found in dealers’ regular
stocks; he wants reliable information
about his philatelic affairs. Just such
service is the sole function of J. C.
Morgenthau & Co., Inc. The company
has nothing to sell; it acts, on commis-
sion, for collectors who wish to add to
their collections or dispose of them in
whole or in part. Collections for dis-
posal are examined without cost (except
postage) to the owner and commissions
are charged only on completed trans-
actions. If you want to buy or sell . . .

Always Ask Morgenthau

J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., INC.

(Subsidiary of Scott Stamp & Cain Co. Inec.)
172 Fulton St., New York 17, N. Y.

)
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[ FILL OUT YOUR WANT |
LIST AT YOUR PRICE

in the

BIGGEST MAIL SALE
OF THE YEAR

ABOUT 10,000 LOTS
Date—MAY 15th

VERY VALUABLE COLLECTIONS
OF STAMPS
World Wide, 19th and 20th Century

SINGLES, SETS, COVERS, $3.00 AND UP
In Individual Lots

HURRY ! !!

Write for Catalogue, Free on Request.

United Stamp Co.
“The House of Quality”

405 East 54th Street,
New York 22, N. Y.
Telephone PLAZA 8-2216

| Canada Officials

At Special Prices

All Fine Mint Blocks Pro Rata

A PERFORATED LARGE O.H.M.S.
7 Different (Regular $12.) Used ...... $8.95

B PERFORATED SMALL O.H.M.S.

43 Different; MInt coisiiseisveinmins $24.25
42 Different, Used ........coovvvrevennennn. $12.75

C. SURCHARGED “0.H.M.S.”

17 Different, Complete

Mint $6.45 Used $7.50

50c Lumbering Mint .................. $3.95
D SURCHARGED “G”

Mint $3.95 Used $4.60

5% discount if you remit U. S. Funds.

1951 B. N. A. CATALOG 25¢
(Refundable on a $2.00 order)

J. N. SISSONS

\59 Wellington St., Toronto, Canada
7

| e onics af anticten |

MERCURY STAMP JOURNAL

edited by
Edwin Mueller,

EUROPEAN CLASSICS

A comprehensive guide for the collector-
specialist, but containing reference material
valuable for every philatelist.

Published: Alsace-Lorraine, Andorra, Aus-
tria (two parts), in preparation Baden,
Bavaria, Belgium, Bergedorf.

25¢ each, sample copy 10c

MERCURY STAMP COMPANY

522 Fifth Ave. (at 44th St.)
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

Telephones: MU2-7106 and 2-6976

Your (ollection
is important to you

We Are Prepared To Offer
Outstanding U. S. Items
To Enhance It

ALSO: We are prepared to sell your col-
lection or single items of merit through the
medium of our Public Auctions. We will
advance 75% of our appraised valuation.

ALSO: We are prepared to buy your col-
lection in its entirety or single items of
merit.

Correspondence Invited

505 FIFTH AVENUE - NEW YORK 17

. J

e 02ms
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At GIMBELS:
bverything For Jhe Stamp (ollector

GIMBELS ... the World’s Largest Stamp Department...

has everything for the beginner as well as the advanced collector.

Visit our attractive department where

YOU WILL FIND THE LARGEST ASSORTMENT OF

® United States Issues ® World Wide Sets
® Packets by Countries ® Philatelic Literature
® The chﬂ' Line ® The Elbe Line

® The White Ace Line ® Accessories
® Minkus Publications

- OR -

Should you wish to dispose of your stamps whether it be a $500.00
or a $50,000.00 collection you will find it well worth your while to
consult the buyers at Gimbels. Courteous, Conscientious treatment

awaits your visit.

WRITE FOR GIMBEL’S STAMP NEWS. IT’S FREE.

GIMBELS

WORLD’S LARGEST STAMP DEPARTMENTS

33rd and Broadway oth at Market
New York 1, N. Y. Philadelphia 5, Pa.
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THE

“J. B. SEYMOUR”
GREAT BRITAIN

The second portion of this magnificent collection of nine-
teenth century Great Britain will be offered for sale on

JUNE 6th and 7th

at 11 a. m. and 2 p. m. each day, by order
of the trustees

FRANK GODDEN, Esq., M.B.E.
and
K. C. LAWLEY, Esq.
“This was the ‘Seymour’ copy”

will be the proud boast of collectors as long as British
Philately is a great hobby.

If you are not already on our mailing list make sure that you
secure your copy of this historic catalogue, price 50 cents each.
Bound Editions of this catalogue, with Prices Realised will be

available shortly after the sale, price $3.50. Single copies of
the Prices Realised price $1.

ROBSON LOWE LTD.

30 PALL MALL
LONDON, S.wW.1

Cables: “‘Stamps, London”
Telephone: Trafalgar 4034

By courtesy of
MESSRS. CHRISTIE, MANSON & WOODS Ltd.
the “Seymour Sales” will
be held in their auction rooms at
SPENCER HOUSE, ST. JAMES’S PLACE,
LONDON, S. W. 1.
Admission by catalogue only.

“The Postage Stamps of Great Britain
1840-1853" Second Edition. Available
from the auctioneers, price $3 post free.

American Philatelic Research Libra
P.0. Box 8338 y

State College, PA 16803




MEET w PEOPLE...

Who give you, whether collector or vendor,
the finest philatelic auction service in the World.

H. R. Harmer, President, dean of philatelic
auctioneers. Active in philately for over 50
years. Recently elected to the Roll of Dis-
tinguished Philatelists.

Bernard D. Harmer, Vice-President, in stamp
auctioneering since 1931. The only auctioneer
who has auctioned stamps in three countries.

Fred T. Buck, Director, dealer and auctioneer
on two continents for thirty years. Has proba-
bly the finest all-round knowledge of stamps
and stamp values of any active stamp man
today.

Herbert J. Bloch, senior describer, a keen stu-
dent of philately, with an eye for a philatelic
gem. Member of the Friedl Expert Committee.

Emanuel ]J. Brooks, William R. Roscher, de-
scribers, in philately all their lives, both with
an eye for and a knowledge of breaking down
collections in a manner appreciated by buyer
and seller alike.

Meme Schwarz, Lady-high-everything else in
the describing department. Prepares cata-
logues, illustrations, ensures that the lots are
correctly numbered and suitably presented.

Margaret Mahoney, Secretary, responsible for
keeping the staff (and principals!) in order
and the clients happy. Succeeds in each, al-
ways with a smile!

Mildred J. Fountain, Muriel Elsass, Accounts
Department, deal with the numerous owners
and innumerable buyers in about ten different
currencies and three languages!

Mrs. Emily Elsass, stenographer and translator
of indecipherable handwritten descriptions of
lots into typed order. Happiest steno. in New
York since she received an |. B. M. electric
typewriter!

Esther Schwarz, the Lady-in-waiting in the
auction room, responsible for entering bids and
deciding that a ““3” that looks like an ‘8" is
actually a “‘5”!

Mary Chimenti, in charge of all mailing, sees
that the stamps you bought are mailed to you,
carefully protected and fully insured.

Patricia Mullaney, responsible for our cata-

logue mailing list, visible card records, the

addressograph machine, etc. Knows a short
circuit from a short perf and serves a most
attractive cup of coffee to those fortunate
enough to attend the auctions in person.

THE FIRM? H. R. Harmer, Inc. of 32 East 57th Street, New York 22, N. Y., where
principals and staff are devoting their time and ability to ensure that collectors and vendors
alike receive the finest service and satisfaction. Auctioneers of such outstanding Collections
as ‘‘President Roosevelt,”” “William L. Moody 1I1,”” ‘““Charnley and Whelan’’ St. Louis Bears,
‘“‘Dr. Ernest G. Stillman,”” ‘Y. Souren,” etc. they guarantee success.

If a potential vendor, request the attractive twelve page booklet, ‘‘Modern Methods of
Philatelic Auctioneering’’; if a buyer, request catalogues and the leaflet, ‘“‘How to Buy at

H. R. Harmer, Inc.

Predominant in Philatelic Auctioneering on Three Continents

32 EAST 57th STREET NEW YORK 22, N. Y.
PLaza 3-6481

American Phifatey;
PO. Box g3gg oo

State College, PA 15805

Library






