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AFTER a lapse of eighteen years and without offence to her modtls~y. British Guiana, 
leaving cautiously alone any questions of txigency, is seen to blosso:n forth with an artistic 
and beautiful, if not handsome, line-engraved set of five stamps issued in honour of the 
Centenary of ~he union of the three counties, of Demerary, Essequebo and Berbice. 

The 'hought of the desia·abilitif ~o reoall to ooe'IJ mind such a noteworthy event in the 
Colony's history by R special issue of stamps must reflect creditahly upon the Hon. A. R. F. 
Webber, F.R.G . .S., ete., who, it will be remembt>red, at the annual session of the Legislative 
Council on the 5th November last yea.r was responsible for the suggestion. 

In the following month designs were called fo1· and subsequently sen•, on t.o London, it 
is understood, for final selection. The matter thereafter remained for whatever reason, 
absolutely quiet uu~il the following notice was issued by the Postmastet· General on the 2 ht 
June:-

B.O. CENTENARY SIAliPS. 

l&IUIC ON 8ALB PROM JULY -u, 

FIVB DENOMlkATlONS PBINTBD. 

Postmasters and other Post Offioe issuing officers of the British Ouiana l"ost Office are 
being advi~ed tha.t the Department is about to issue to them five special British Oui11na. 
Centenary Po~tage and Revenue s~Jamps. 'fhe stamps are to be placed on sale aL all Post 
Offices on the 21st July, 1931, and will remain on sale unLil the supply, which is limited to 
one print only

1
is exhausted. Aa the 21st July, 1931, is a Publio holiday, special anange­

ments will be made at the General Post Offica, Georgetown, for the sale of the Centenary 
StRmps and also for the regbtration of letters from 7 a.m. to 10 a.m. No stamps can 
under any circumstAnces, be issued bt'fore the moruiog of the 2ht July, 1931. Th~ 
issue is beir1g permitted to be sold in London to dealers by the C!'own Agents on aud from 
the same date. 

The printing of the following denominations and number~ of stamps has been qrranged :­
(Continued o~J 'fUJge 3), 
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FOREWORD. 

IN producing this number, it is needless to 
say how proud we are to make our appearance 
again, realisfng as we do, both from our own 
honeat aud faithful deductions as well as the 
indications of our friends in other puts of 
the Globe that our effort~ have been readily 
appreciated in the past. .But inasmuch as 
this bad been so, lack of support in the 
Rdvertisement columna must portt·ay before 
one's eyu the anxiuus strain tbl\t must add 
aeriouslv to the labours of those responsible 
for its "production. HowMer, duty c~tlls, for 
by the incorporation of the Bl'itish Guiuna 
Philatelic Journal with this paper, we feel 
our preHence even more needed and will be 
heralded by all our '!lnpportet·s and fdenda in 
the universe. We shall appear January and 
July as a half.yearly, 

Subscription to Journal only. Oversea 
or Local ... 1/- per annum. 

Oversea J\·lemberahip in the Victory Phi· 
latelio Society which includes the free and 
regular receipt of Journal... 4/- per annum. 

All local pat·t.iculars re Membership may 
be had on application to Hony. Sec1·etary, 
V.P.S., P.O. Box 292, Georgotown. 

Letters of enquiry must contain return 
postage. 

All remittances must be by Postal or 
Money Order payable to Victory Philatelic 
Society. Stamps not accepted, 

MSS. and anything of Philatelic interest 
must be sent in not later than 15th of month 
of date of issue, and marked "Editorial" in 
top left hand oorner. 

The Editor does not hold him9elf responsi­
ble for the opinions of his correspondents. 

All business communications regarding 
Subscriptions, etc., to be addressed Bony. 
Gene1·al Secretary, P.O. Box 292. 

Georgetown, Demerara, 
British Guiana. 

EDITORIAL NOTES. 

It iti lent·nt that a few kindred spirits of 
the cult of philately have been responsible 
for the formation of a stamp section in the 
Y.M.C.A. quite recently. One is glad to 
note this particularly because M1·. Rnssell 
Rickford, our Honorary Assistant Secretary, 
is associated with it. Let us all hope it has 
come to stay. 

The usual annual convention of tl1e 
American Philatelic Society will take place at 
Memphis, TennMsee, from September 14 to 
September 19 this year. 

In Brithth Guiana that fa•cinaLiug branoh­
aerophilately-is having its fair complement 
of adherents and one ia looking forward to 
the formation in the very near future of some 
club ot· union whereby the adapts of this 
phase of collecting may be better informed of 
prOfOSed flights and new routes. 
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One csnt.-420,000, printed iu sheets of 120 stamps, 200 sheets in each packet , nunt­
hered 1 to 200. 

1'wo cstds.~5,000,000, printed iu sheets of 120 stamps, 200 sheets in each pa~ocket, 
numbered 1 to 200, 

Four cenls.-600,000, printed in sheets of 120 stamps, 200 11heets in each packet, num­
bered 1 to 200. 

Sirx: cents.-210,000, printed in sheets of 120 stamps, 200 sheets in each packet, num­
bered 1 to 200. 

One .dolle~r.-24,000, printed in sheets of 120 st11mps, 200 sheets in each packet, num­
bered 1 to 200. 

During the sale of the new Centenary Stamps of the 1, 2, 4 and 6 cent denominations, 
the present stamps of the~e denominations will be withdrR.wn from sale except in the case of 
these stamps in booklets form, the sale of the present stamp booklets being continued 

The dollar stamps will be similar in design to the approved design for the four cent 
stamps showing a view of the Kaieteur Falls. Other details of the desiggs and colours of 
the sta.nps are not yet available, bat will be made known as soou as possible. Any applica­
tion for the new Centenary stamps which may be made by post, should be addressed to the · 
Postmaster General, Ge01·getown, British Guia.na, and the remittance to cover cost should 
include 1111 amount sufficient. to cover return postages and registration fee, 11od should be made 
only by meaus of Po&tal Orders or Money Ordet·s. Cash, Not.es or Cheques should not be 
remitted. 

'J'he following subsequent notice describing the stamps was given us on the 8th July:­
BRITISH GUIANA CENTENARY POSTAGE ANJJ REVENUE STAMPS. 

DBSCRIPTION :-

1 cene.-Vi~nette showing view " Ploughing a Rice Field" with border surmounted 
with name of Colony and three counties, i.e., EBSequebo, Demerara and Berbice, and the years 
1831 and 1931. Duty tablets and words "Postage and Revenue" o.t the base. Single colour 
stamp priuted in green on white C. A. script watermarked paper in sheets of 120 stamps by 
direct plate process. 

f! cent.- Vignette depicting " Indian shooting fish " with border 11urmounted with a 
portrait of H. M King George V., name of Colony and the years 1831 and 1931. Du'liy 
tablets &nd words "Postage and Revenue'' at the base. Single colour stamp printed in 
brown as above. 

~ cent.-Vignettfl showing view .. Kaieteu•· Falls" with border same as 2 cent duty, witb 
4 cent duty tablets, etc., at the base. Single colour printed in red as above. 

6 cent.-Vi~Enett.c showing view •' Public Buildings,'• Georgetown, with border same as 
1 cent dut,J, the words British Gaiana being in oval frame with 6 cent duty tablets, e-tc., at 
the base. Single colour stamp printed in blue as above, 

ll .-l>esi~n same as 4 cent duty with $1 duty tablets, etc., &t the base. Single colour 
stamp printed in mauve as above. 

Siu of Seamp.-lfi1 x I-ta• including perforations. 
Further enquiries elicited that the one cent and six cents were of oblong shape while 

the two cents, four cents and one dollar were upright. Printed by Messrs. Waterlow and 
Sons, Limited, and without any control numbers wbile the perforation measured 14. The 
two cents were also printed in 11heets of 60 as well os 120. The stamps are line-engraved, 

The quantity retained by the C1·own Agenta for sale to dealers are as follows:-
One ceu~ 24,000 copies. 
Two cents 18,000 , 
Four cents 15,000 , 
Six cent11 12,000 ,. 
One Dollar 4:,000 , 

Apparently the vignettes, in each case, were taken from the British Guiana Handbook 
but as to the person responsible for the .border or frame line, one can only surmise. 

Accordingly these stamps were placed on sale on the Jlat July-a public holiday­
special arrangements having been made by the Postmaster General for the franking of 
letters po;sted on day of isaue with a special c•cbet. 
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All~ MAIL NOTES ANO NEWS. I In order to enable Amel'ie"n t>hila.teliets to 
ta.ke advantage of this special &~erviee and to 

(Special Mail), dispatch letters and poatea.rds by the "Graf 
Zeppellin " on this trip this office will collect 

GRAF ZEPPELIN. such mail under the conditions set forth 
below and attend to its proper dispatch by 

lTINRRARY oF VoYAGR. the "Graf Zeppelin." A guarantee for the 
proper ret.urn to the sender audfor llddressee 

The German airship "Graf Zeppeliu" will of the mllil so received by us 11nd tfispatehed 
start from Fl'iedrichshafen, Gerll}lluy, nn her by the airship is expl'essly excluded. Covers 
first voyage to the Arctic Ocean nnd the North and postca.t·ds r·eceived at this office, properPy 
Pole regionou or about July 15th, 1931. 'l'he addressed an<l mllt·ked, wHI be sent t() our 
first srop on this vuyagtJ will be Rt .Berlin for agents Ot' offices in Friedrich~ha.fP-n &~/or 
the pnt·poee of repleni'!llting tbe fuel supply. .Berlin, Ge,many, by l'egistered mail, there to 
The s~c nd stop wiU be ll.t LeainRrad fot· the receive pt·optlr German a.ir mail postage 
s11me reason. The airship will tht-n pt·oceed stamps. ThA mail will then be- placed ioto 
North to the coa.>~t of Nm·thern Siberia, th~>~r the hands of the Get'm"n postal authorities 
on over the Arotio Ocean to Fra11z Josephs and, after making the trip, be returned to 
L1.nd and Nicholaus II. !And. From Franl'l the addressee by ordinary mail. 
J useplrs Land the sbip will crW..e ove1· the Tha rates per letter at which mail will be 
Arctic Ocean toward the PoJar Region, p •8· carried are ns set forth belo(.. A surcharge 
sibly as fHor as the North Pole. It is planned of 10~. for l'&Ch lPtter and 5c. for each postal 
du1·ing this cruise for the ehip to get in con- ca1·d will be assessed on the r~~.tes as set forth, 
tROt with and to meet the Wilk.in~-Ellswoth to cover the cost of handliug, 1\SSorting and 
expedition n.boa.rd the su-bmarine "Na.utilus." I nurubering the mail, forwarding h by 
The "Nautilus'' is scheduled to sailed from registered mail to Germany, affixing tbe 
Spitzbergen on or abo\lt July 12t.h. stamps in Germany s.nrl deliv61'ing it to the 

It is furthermore planned to meet a. Ru~sia.n German postal authorities. 
expedition of scientists aboard an icebreaker Friedt"ichshufen Yi& Arctic to 
of the Russian Governme11t, which will be Friedricbsha.fen, Ronndtrip .•• $1 10 
operating in the Arctic Ocean during the Berlin via Arctic to Berlin Round-
months of July and Augus~. trip 1 10 

By arrangement with th.e German Past Berlin via Arctic to Fl'iedrich-
Offioe Departll.;lent. the airship "Graf Zep· shafen, Roundtrip 1 10 
pelinn will carry mail on this trip. It is Friedrich!!hafen, drop mail to sub-
planned, if contact with the " Na.utilu11" llDd marine " N autilus" ... 2 10 
the Russian icebreaker is established, to 1 Berlin drop m11il to submarine 
transfer mail from the airship t.:> the rsub- "Na.litilus" 2 10 
marine and the icebr~aker, which mail will Friedrichsha(en drop IDt~.il to Franz 
then be carried bac'k by the submarine rllld Josephs Land 1 10 
icebreaker. Berlin drop mail to Franz Jusepbs 

The Russian Govei'DmPnt established last Land 1 10 
year on Franz Josephs Land n. meteorologi. Friedl'ichshn.fen drop m"il to Rus-
cal observation camp, which is also a.n sia.n icebr&tket· 1 10 
authorized p()St office. This is the northern- ~· Berlin drop mail to R ossian ice-
most post office in the world, only aboot 500 breaker 1 10 
miles from the North Pole. The 11 Gra.f ALL PosTAL CARDS AT HALF RATE. 
Zeppelin" will carry on board amongst Special cachets for this first Arctic voyage 
others, a. Russian scientist, who will be Jet off I will be used on the mail carried. 
the "Graf Zeppelin " at F'raoz Josephs Land This office has made a.n·angements with the 
to join the meteorologiuat station there. consent of the U.S. Postal Authorities to 
Another member of that station wilt be taken , collect, list and number letters and postal 
aboard the "Graf Zeppelin" in exchange s.t ' cards which are addressed to be dispatched 
that point. At the same time lll'll.il will be via " G1·a.f Zeppelin" ; from ports of ca.ll in 
deHv~ed. This mail will receive a Russian Germany to lol"w.&rd them to Get·ma.ny and 
cachet in· the Pranz. Josepfls Land post office to affix German stamps prior to dispatch via 
a.fld •ill be rettrmed by means of dog IJled!! airship. The ftiJ~tht will start on or after 
and icebreakers some time later dttrin-g the July 15th. All lettet·s and postal cards that 
summer. are to be dispatched via. " Graf Zeppelin " 
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from either Fl'iedrichshafeu or Berlin and 
to bear German post"l stamps, most be 
marked : via '' Gra.f Zt::ppelin '' From (place 
of departure) to (place of destination ot· ship 
to which mail is to be dropped). They should 
carry a proper mailing address in the U.S or 
.elsewhere. 

All letters and postcards for mailing at 
Friedrichsha.fen or Berlin should be &Ant to 
the undersigned office under cover, enclosing 
certified cheque or money order to the "mount 
of the applicable rates. This office will then 
assort, list and number letters and cards, and 
despatch them to their agents or offices a.t 
Friedrichshafeu or Berlin. 

These arrangements have been made as " 
matter of convenience to collectors, and the 
dispatch by the airship " GrRf Zeppelin" is 
not guaranteed. Mail to be dispatchP.d via. 
11 Grllf Zeppelin" with German stamps at 
FriedriehshHfen or Berlin should be mailed 
to reach this office not latet' than Friday, 
July 3rd, at 12 noon. 

It is e1:pressly understood that the senders 
of mail will have no claim originating from 
or based on the use of this service. 

Luftschiffb11u Zeppelin, G.M.B.H. 

F. W. VoN MEISTEB, 
Special U.S. Representative, 

578, Madison Ave., 
New York, N.Y 

Curacao to British Guiana.-Oo the 13th 
May last a. first flight despatch from Curacao 
was t·eceived at Georgetown containing 21 
letters made up of 9 registered and 12 ordin ·· 
ary articles. No special cachet was applied 
at Curacao but all the letters were dated on 
the 7th May, and in all events show proof of 
hasty preparation. Mail was backstamped 
''Air lf.ail G.P.O. BRITISH Gt:'IANA 13 MAY 
1981" with usual circular date stamp. The 
Service which was operated by the Pan 
American Airways, Inc., was discontinued at 
the end of June. 

Sal"ador, C.A., to British Guiana.-From 
Salvador, Central America, there WHS received 
at Georgetown on the 15th inst. 11. fi!'st flight 
air mail comprising n.bout 30 pieces. The 
entire mail bear special cachet thus :-

PRIMER CORRED AEREO 
EL SALVADOR A 

GUAYANA JNGLESA 
lq DE JULIO DE 19Jl 
SAN SALVADOR. C.A. 

and is backsta.mped "Air Mail G.P.O. 
BBITISR GUIANA. 15 Jy. 31." 

Pans-New York "ia G4lWgMor.on.-In aid 
of .. no under the auspices of the Red Cross 
Mission of FrancE', a special flight is scheduled 
to take oft on tho:~ ht of August next by 
way of Dakar, Natal, ParoahJba, Macapa, 
Cayenne, Georgetown, Caracas, PanamR, Vera 
Cruz, Miami Rnd thence to New York. A 
special stamp i11 likely to be i!lsued and' the 
cost of despatch per letter which must not 
exceed 8 gr. is 25 francs plus the re~ish·ation 
fee. Collectors desirin~ their envelopes to 
be aotographed will pay an extra. fee of 50 
francs per letter, which fee will be credited to 
the Mission. The ma.il will be limited and 
no one person mlly dPspatch more than 10 
letters. Further no mail will be taken in 
course of the route for intermediate stops but 
only for the return point and all such mail 
accep·ed must not exceed 1 kilo. per port. 

Colombia.-Our C(llombian correspondent 
reports tbat the Scad~a. Air Mail service ha.a 
by a recent decree been declared a. part of 
the Government service and will be under 
the direc~ control of the Government of the 
Colombian Republic. 

Santos-Monteuideo.-Our correspondent at 
SRn Juan infot·ms that F.A.M. 10, operated 
by the Pan American Airways, Inc. 'planes i1 
likely to be completed from Santos to 
Montevideo on or about August 12. 

THE DO-X. 
A rather glum and lurid sky have overhung 

the DO-X on her recent big hop and one 
now wonders what has become of the mail, 
some of which taken on the initial stages 
have been held up nearly seven months. Mr. 
M anoel Fornandes of this City, a V.P.S. 
membet·, is in receipt of a DO-X cover which 
is believed to be the onlv one addressed to 
this port from Portugal,· Posted and obliter­
a.ted at Lisbon on the 28th January, 1931, 
and carrying the DO-X cancellation of the 
30th January, 19J.1, along with special di"­
mond-sbaped Eut·ope-South Amel'ie& cachet 
as well HS ~:~quare cachet in German with a 
map and plane flying over, this cover was 
flown for montl~ anti) the DO-X's mishap at 
Bra.ail where it was backst11mped, 22. 4. 3L 
It. seems HS if the idaa of sending ou the mails 

1 was later eon.ceived &8 this cover was then 
mis-sent by stea.met· to Bermuda. on the 7th 
July, 1931, .. ud fttra.lly reached Georgetown on 
' the 23rd July, 1931. 
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SOME BRITISH GUIANA RARITIES. 

The familiarly known" Patimos" is~ue of British Guiana, 1852. Unique 
le. Magenta. Superb horizontal strip of four with margin from .abeet on 
original cover. Owned by tbe late A. D. Ferguson, now had by Frank 
Godden, Ltd . 

Tbe first discovered pair of 2c. rose of 1850 
unearthed and pnrcbued in 1888 by Mr. E. C. 
Luard from a resident of the Mabsica dietrict. 
This pair changeci bands with remberton, 
Wilson & Co., who subsequently aold it to 
Baron V on Ferrari in 1889 for the sum of £175. 
It finally fetched £1,n0 at the aecond Ferrari 
•ale in Paris in October, 1921. 

' 
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BRITISH OUIANA 

CHECK LIST OF AIR MAIL FIRST 
FLIGHTS. 

fROM 8BPTKMBIR1 19291 TO FBBRUARY, 1931. 

BY W. A. HUSBANDS, 

matlii]JOIIiblll antl b7'D'IIgltt more ttp to date by informa­
tion 1ti11dl11 t•eleaaed by M'r. F. Birltitt, Portmalt~r 
G~11~1·al, f•·om th11 Otfirial Reco1•ds ofllis depa1·tment. 

(All t·ighu ruerlled). 

lJeltination. Date Quantity 
Despatoh6d. Flown. 

BritiRh Guiana to Paramaribo, 

.. 
" .. .. .. 
" .. 
" 
" .. .. 
, 
, 
" .. 
" .. 
" 
" , .. 
.. .. 
.. , .. , .. .. 
.. 
" 
" .. 

Suriname ... 23. 9.29 ... 376 
., Trinidad ... 25. 9.29 ... 446 
,. St. Lucia ... 25. 9.29 97 
, Antigua ... 211. 9.29 ... 78 
, San Juan, P.R ... 25. 9.29 5H 
, St. Thomas, V.I. 25. !1,29 32 
, Cuba ... 25. 9.29 
, Haiti .. 25. 9.29 04 
, San Domingo, 

Dom. Rep. . .. 25. 9.29 ... 08 
, Miami, U.S.A .... 25. 9.29 .. 1,03~ 

BRAZIL:-
" Bahia ... 12. 3.30 .. . 
, Peruambuoo ... 12. 3.30 .. . 
, Rio de Janeiro 12. 3.30 .. . 
, Argentine ... 12. 3.30 .. . 
, Uruguay ... 12. 3.30 ... 

VENEZUKJ.A :-

0! 
11 
88 
44 
31 

" Caracas ... 12. 5.30 ... 09 
, Bahamas ... 2. ,1,.30 .. . 
, British Honduras 2. 4.30 ... 06 
, Canal Zone ... 2. 4.30 .. . 
, Costa Rica ... 2. 4.30 ... 06 
, Panama ... 2· 4.ao .. . 
, Mexico .. 2. 4.30 ... None 
,, Jamaica ... 19.12.30 ... 103 
, FrenchGuiana .. 31.12.30 ••. 106 
, Curacao ... 6. 2.31 51 

VF.NF.ZUELA :-
.. La Guaira ... 6. 2.31 
, Maturin ... 6. 2.31 
,, Nicaragua ... 6. 2.31 
, Rep. of Honduras 6. 2.31 
,, Salvador, C.A.... 6. 2.31 
, Guatemala 6. 2.31 
, Columbia 6. 2.31 
, Ecuador .. 6. 2.31 
, Peru ... 6. 2.31 
, Chile ... 6. 2.31 
, Mexico ... 6. 2.31 

0,1, 
07 
30 
29 
29 
29 
33 
36 
28 
28 
03 

In compiling the above, care has been taken 
to list only occasions on which m11il w11s 
officially sent oft by the British Guiana post 
office And not mere despatcht>s for linking on 
a first ftight from another point like Bt itish 
Guiana to Grenada via Trinidad when a first 
took place between Trinidad and Grenada on 
tlte occli.Sion of an excursion ftight. ' 1 Firsts '' 
by particular companies to points already 
conred -are also excluded from the above list. 

In a few instances, quntities have been 
found to be ll'YB by reaRon of inclusion of in­
transit mails. 

It is hoped to be able to prepare at some 
futut·e date in book form a complete history 
of the ail· mail in British Guiana from 19:!1 
or earlier with a statistical t•eoord of all ftrst 
flight mail received at and despatched from 
Georgetown, giving wherever possible full 
dt'scriptions of cachets ot· other special mark­
ings and dates. 

A VICTORY'S MEETINO. 

The usual meeting for the month of June 
took place at the President's residenoe in 
Mundy Street when members were treated to 
some small but very interesting e11:hibits 
provided by Messrs. C, D'Ornellas and W. A. 
Husbands. 

Among those pl'esent were Messrs. A. H. 
July (President in the Chair), R. A. Savory, 
C. D. D'Ornellas, R. H. Ceodrecourt, Jno. 
Byer, L. V, Vaughan, 0. Camacho (Hony. 
Tt·eRsurer), W. A. Husbands (Hoa•y. Scct·e­
tary) and Russell Rickf01d (Hony. ABBt. 
Secretary)-

The usual busineu for the evening having 
been carried through, a good deal of discus­
sion took place on the proposed issue of Cen­
tenary Postage and Revenue st11mps of the 
Colony and it wAs decided to make certain 
recommendations to th~ Postmaster General 
with regard to the placing on sale, etc., 
of same. 

The que~t.ion of resuscitating the Society's 
Jou· nal then engaged the attention of thA 
meeting for some cunsidarable time and 
resulted in a unanimous finding that it was an 
absolute necessity and a fillip to the Society. 
It was consequently agreed to re-start publi­
cation as a half-yearly with the issue of July 
31. 

Messrs. D'Ot·11ellas and Husbands then 
opeued up their exhibits, the former display­
ing a very fine collection of Turks and Caic1•s 
Isltmds and Tl'inidad, while the latter 
eshibited a magnificent and nicely arranged 
collection of first flight air mail covers and 
mint air stamps containing a number of very 
rare covers, a feature of which were those 
autographed by famous pilots. 

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded tho 
exhibitors after which the mC!etinB rose with 
the usual courtesies, 
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ADVANTAOES OFFERED TO PROS- WHAT ARE THE BEST STAMPS ? 
PECTIVE MEMBERS OP THE -
VICTORY PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

1. Monthly Meetings at which Papers are 
read and Displays given. 

2. The free use of Books, Periodicals, etc., 
in the Society's Library. 

3. The Exchange Sales Packet, to which any 
member may contribute sheets subject 
to the usual discouut of 10% on sales 
effected. 

4. The f1·ee receipt of the Society's Official 
Organ-The British Guiana Philatelist, 
-which is published half-yearly. 

5. And various other activities including 
Society's New Issue Service, Social even­
ings, etc., that may be afforded from time 
to time. 

Oversea Members - - 4/- per annum. 
Loc&l Members may ha.ve particulars on 

application to the 
HoNY. S&cRBTARY, 

P.O. Box 292, 
GeorgetQwn, 

Demerara. 

MOPHILA. 

THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION 01' MODRRN 

PHILATELY AT HAMBURG. 

We are constAntly having to tell collectors 
what are the best st.amps to go in for. We 
never mind helping them even though every· 
body W!&Dtll to know what are the best stamps 
to buy 'as an investment and because the 
money element is always predominant. it gets 
a little wearying. It has, of cours~, been 
present alw11ys, hut in the dear old days of 
long ago we remember that pleasure from 
stamps did count for something. It doeR still 
but it is now the aim to get rich by atamps: 
Of course eve1·ybody now recommends the 
purchase of air stamps, and events have 
proved they are extremely good and full of 
promise. 'l'he world of sliamps seems to have 
changed completdy in, say, the last ten years. 
A decade ago, we'd have said-•; Collect wha.t 
stamps you fancy, and provided you art~ a 
capable philat lli~t, and make a serious study 
of your stamp~, you need ~ot worry about 
future finance, fur th' chances are you will 
realize a Sl\tisfllctory profit." Even now there 
are times when we feel this advice holds 
good.-W.E. P. 

NEW ISSUES, NOTES, AND 
DISCOVERIES. 

Australia.- Out· correspondent at Mel-
lnformation and several copies have just bourne informs thc1t a new pictorial set of 

reached us of the provisional programme of stamps is in preparation and will include 
one of Europe's greatest internationd phi! a- several animals and bit·ds common to Australia. 
telic exhibitions organised by the Association Abyssinia is to have a set of 7 air stamps 
of Philatelic Journalists iu Hamburg with the to be issued in August. 
support of the International Federation of Brazii.-In CJmmemora.tion of the rucent 
Philately and the Union of German Philatelic revolution a series of fourteen values showing 
Societie~. portraits of the various statesmen responsible 

The exhibition which is to ta.ke place from fot· the cha.uge of Government, were issued, 
22nd to 30th August seems assured of success several copies of which have been sent us by 
and those responsible for the atrangements various correspondents. 
have endeavoured to make the name ''Ham- British Ouiana.-In honour of the union 
burg " live long in the memories of visitors by of the tht•ee counlie$ Demera.ry, Essequib:> aud 
the many excursions and tours to various Berbice, a centenary commemorative set of 
places in and around Hamburg. fh·e va.luee were issued on the 21st July. 

Among the many attractions on the pro- The values are le., 2c., 4c., Ge., and a $1. 
,;ra.mme apart from the Phil&telic aspect are : ThE-se are fully described elsewhere in this 
( 11} A great public free f~te on l:5unday even- issue. 
ing, August 23, with dancine tombola, cabaret, Curacao.-The 3c. green numeral type 
etc., in the Uhlenhorster Fahrhaus ; (b) Vi~h whioh 1·ecently had been provisionally sur­
to the Reimtsma. Cigl\rette works on 'l'uesday, charged 2tc. in small red figures were made 
Augu~t 25 ; (e) Q;da perform nee at a local / invalid f,n· postage on May 15 last. 100,000 
theatre same night; (ti) Visit to the Piano were surcharged, 
manufs.cturing works of Messr~. Steinway and j Jamaica.-It is learnt that a. new design 
Sons. (s) Garden Fete in Hagenbech'sl for the 2t<J. and 6d. stamp& has been a.ppr.>ved 
Animal Park on Thursd&y, August; 27, and a and new stamps likely to appear soon, 
steamer trip to Blankenese OQ A•8uat ~~ . N~w ~eahin4,--0qr Qld friend Mr, 



''l'HE BRITlSil GlHANA 'PHltAT~tiS'l' 

Henderson informs that new pictorilli stamps 
for thi'l Dominion will appear late in 1931. 
The set will comprise 15 valu•s from id. to 
3f-. 

Suriname.-For the occasion of the DO-X 
the giant seaplane which is expected at 
Pa.ra.ma.ribo around the middle of Au~ust, it 
is understood the complete set of present air 
mail stamps will be overprinted with the word 
DO-X nnd probably the date, mouth and 
year, 

.TOPICS OF THE TIMES. 

Society Meetings.-The ever-inorea.sing 
problem of waking Sooiety mee1ings of 
interest to those who take the trouble of 
attending is one of the greatest import~nce 
to the ~dvancement of the hobby. Sitting 
perhaps iu a stuffy atmosphere to listen to a 
number of l'eports and st11tement~ und a. horde 
of other busine~s, to say the lea~t of a few dry 
as dust Jette1·s that must be found in every 
one's correspondence surely detract from any 
me.,ting and 1ather kill interest. This stereo­
typed form of conductiug general business 
before Displays and papers may be regarded 
as somewhat primeval. Imp• oved methods 
are needed and the sooner general business is 
confined to special generul and commit tee 
meetiugs, the better. 

.StAmp Designs,-With but few excep­
tions, the stumps of the Bl'itish Colonies are 
far from being Rttractive or interesting from 
a propaganda. point of vi~w and on the other 
hand la.ok distinctivenes~ and origina.lity. 
This, doubtless, hlls been due to the rather 
conserva.ti ve policy of m os~ colonial govern­
meLts in keeping behind the screen much too 
much of what would do wor~ good than 
harm. More over stamp designing is a 
distinct arli, most studied and only of real 
interest to those who, hy their in•ima.te 
knowledge of the thQUitmds of postlll emia­
sions oi the world, are in a position to appre­
ciate it, yet in soliciting the advice of these 
folks there hd.s been a. blind wilful11618, which, 
to say the lea.~t., has been responsible for not 
a few of the outstanding atrocitiert that are to 
be found in colonial stamp designs. 

Removing Stamps from Letters.-Much 
to one's disgust the illicit practice of remOY'· 
i~g stamps fro.w . .Letters continue witbout 11ny 
redress to the owners . Times ove1· a.nd a.gain 
stamps are reo;1oved from lettei'B a.t'fiving· in 
thi• QOlooy and especially those ha.vio.g for 
their origin Latin A•nerican countrie11 and be:. 
~:ause of the fact ~hat it is bard to kll at which 

point the oifence was perpetrated the matter 
veritably falls to the groand. Recently a. 
registered air mail letter sent from George· 
town to a certain Latin American count1·y 
did not find its addressee in consequence of 
which it was returned within an officially 
postmarked envelope-a most irreaular man­
oar-to the sender and lo and behold, part of 
the postage pllid wus removed. Why the let· 
ter was not returned through the R.L.O, at 
Georgetown seems more than queer. 

.Silly Fellows.-Inasmnch as one cares 
not to interfere with bridge party gatherings 
and the rest of them, one cannot but throw 
down the gauntlet to the class of young men 
of the present age, who becnuae of their 
inability to make good in certain fields 
indulge in sneering condemnations of large 
classes and sections of their fellow beings ; 
this sort of tal!I sounds big, but is in fact 
puerile. Dispute it, if you may, "flonour 
all men" is oue of the many texts of com­
bined sanctity and sapience, A ~ood man will 
as much as possible strive to be shaken out of 
himself, and learn to study the excellences of 
persons and pa1·ties to whom he is naturally 
opposed. Life is too short to foster unreason­
able hatreds and prejudices. Anyone can fty 
in the air and things too. 

1'he following culled from the 1
' Pl•ilatelic 

Trader " is printed for general i.nforma· 
tion :-

RECORD STAMP FRAUD. 

NEGRO WirH FORTY-ONE ALIASES. 

rhe American Stamp Dealers' Association 
(Victor W. Rotnem, General Secretary, 22, 
Exchange Place, New Yo1·k City) announces 
that through its services the most extensive 
fraud operation yet known to the stamp world 
has been solved. As a. result of ca1•eful 
collection of evidence on behalf of its investi­
gation depnt·tment, the org&nisatiou was able 
to turn over to the Post Office Deparsment 
an almost com}llet;e case aga.inst J, F~;ankliu 
Johnson. 

The following statement was circulated to 
the American newspapers:-

" Alleged to have swindled collectors of 
ra~:e stamps valued at thous~tnds of dollars, J, 
Franklin Johnson, negro, said to h"Y'e 
operated uudet· forty-one aliases, is under 
arrest here pending removal to Baltimore. 

" According to the postal inspectors who 
made the arrest, Johnsou swindled s~me of 
the leading philatelists in the natioQ. Io his 



Tll.E BRITISH GUI AN A PBILA 'fELIST 

room was found a sack containing hundre~ 
of stamps, many of them valuable. He wat 
held in U,500 bail for the Federal Grand 
Jury to-day. 

" Johnson's system was so succes~ful that 
for five years he escaped arrest until he was 
trapped by a registered lettl'r, the authoritiea 
said. 

"Jobnson, it is said, established mailin" 
addresses in the large cities. using 110 alia" 
for each place. He advertised in American 
stamp collectors' publications that he paid the 
highest pricea tor valul\ble stamps and 
referred collectors to one or more of his 
aliases, it is said. 

''When references were sought the letters 
were forwarded to Johnson, who would wri~ 
a favour11ble reference for himself and sen<l 
the letter to the city to which the inquiry 
had been sent. There it was mailed to th~ 
inquiring collector, who, as a rule, promptly 
sent tbe stamps to Johns•ID. 'l'hat was the 
last t-he collector heard of Johnsou, who, upon 
receiving the stamps, sold thP.m, sometimes 
for high prieea, ~he authorhies asserted." 

CHBCK OVBR THBSB NAMRS, 

Johnson operated principally under the 
following aliases :-

Dearborn C1·edit Co., 2067, Broadway, 
New York City. 

Mr. P, Dexter, 1611, Great Northern 
Building, Chieago, Ill. 

Llle M. Greene, 6:13, Sewell Street, Balti­
more, Md. 

Lee M. Greene, 530, Burgundy Street, 
Baltimore, Md. 

Donald Greer, Philadelphia. 
Maurice Holma.n, 1228, Park Row Building, 

New York City. 

M. Holwan, cfo G1·eat Northern Railway, 
Chicago, 111. 

Hllmilton Stamp Co., 530, Burgundy Street, 
Baltimore, Md. 

Mr. J. W. Johnson, 623, Sewell Street, 
Baltimore, Md. 

M.r. F. Johnson, Baltimore Stamp Co., 6~3, 
Sewe\1 St., Baltimore, Md. 

Kenwood Moore Oo., 2067, Broadway, 
New York City. 

Mark Oo., 917, Independence Trust Build­
ing, Providence, a..I. 

Luther McNeal, 623, Sewell Street, Balti­
more, Md. 

Luther McNeal, 2065, Broadway, Nel 
York City. 

Paramount Philatelic Co., Philadelphis, 
Plymo11th Stamp Co., 463, Cyrus Plnce 

Bronx, N.Y. 
Plymouth Stamp Mart, 403, West Biddl 

Street, Baltimore, Md. 
Plymouth Stamp Mart, 530, Burgund3 

Street, Baltimore, Md. 
Plymouth C?., 623, Sewell S~reet, Balti 

more, Md. 
S. S. Ridgley, Philadelphia.. 
Arthu1· Tolliver, 917, Independence Trust 

Building, .Providence, R.I. 
Arthur Tolliver, 1611, Great Northerll 

.Building, Chicago, Ill. 
Wabash Stamp Co., 1611, Gt·ea.t NortherJJ 

Building, Chicago, Ill. 
Investigation continues on the abov~ 

matters. 
Any dealer Ol' collector who has been 

vict-imised by this party is requested to write 
the General Secretary at the above add1•ess, 
furnishing details as to the marchandise iu­
volved and mentioning •' The Philatelic 
Trader." The organisation will co-operate 
with the P·ost Office Depa1·tment, in whose 
hands the recovered merchandise i11 in safe 
keeping. Persons who have suffered loss will 
please appreciate that the Government has to 
take certain safeguards regarding the identi­
fication of this merchandise, as a result of 
which, considerable red tape is necessat·y. h 
will probably be fully a year before the 
Government will be able to release the 
merchandise to parties who have been 
victimised. The procedure will be quickened 
and simplified if all collectors and de\le1·s will 
turn over their data to this office. 
Amon~ the names Mr .• Johnson u~ed as 

aliases, was Stephen S. Ridgely, 3121, Brigh· 
· ton Street, Ba.ltimort>, Md. M 1·. Ridgely is, 
of course, entirely innocent in thi'J matter, 
His name was used by Mr. Johnson as par' of 
the scheme. 

STOP PRESS. 

As the result of incorma.tion acquired fNm 
the P.M,G,, Georgetown, we lea.r.n that P.O, 
aales Cif stamps for the month of July, 1931, 
were $4,000 in excess of the CJrresponding 
DJ.onth of the p1·evioui yea1·. This is ob.,iously 
due to sale of Oenten 1ry stamr>s. 


