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POLPEX 82 DATES ANNOUNCED 
.\t the .June 24th, rn:-,1 meeting, 

l'olonu,-. meml><'n- ,-(>lec·tl'<l the dates 
for POLPEX ',2 as February 27th 
and 2'-th to be held at tht Poli,-.h Ar­
my \'c•teran,- B111liling, li()(J,5 \\'. Irving 
Park Hom! in Chi<'aii;o. Our early a11-
no11nc-rmrnt of thr,e ,late, is being 
made as we normally have been run­
nmg 011r ,how in tht lattl'r half of 
.\Iar('h, around St. .Jo,cph Day. Pre­
v1011, c-ommitrnl'nh at the Poli,..h Ar­
my \'eterans Building haw nrc·e:<sit­
aterl our datrs IX'ing mon•cl up. 

The theme of the exhibition will 
he the liOOth Anniver,,;ary of Our Lady 
of Czestorhowa at .Ja.,na Gora. Polo-

lllL~ a rti4 L<'on Kawrcki is already 
de.,igning appropriate ~ouvenir sheets 
and cacheb for Polpcx coven;. 

.\fost Rev. Alfred L. Ahramowicz, 
Auxiliar.· Bishop of Chicago, has an­
nounced that variou-; religious cele­
brations will take place in 19 2 to 
honor this anni\·ersary. His IIoline;;s 

.John Paul II ha, expf(':-scd his desire 
to \ i,it .Jasna Cora 111 Poland in Hlk2. 

.\, 111 thr pa,-.t, t hr l'o!J..,h .\menr:;r1 
~11m1smati,· .\•,-o<·wtion \';11! l.e 
a,-ked to participate wi1h numism:itir 
<•xh1lm,-. 

President .John Barttzak will be11;m 
appointments of t lw vanous <·ommit ­
tr<·, at the ne:-:t meet in):!: ,c·hed11led for 
Fmlay, .\ugu'-'I 2'1th :1 t thr \'rtrran, 
Building .. \ltho11~h thr .\ugu,t m('('t­
ing is not normally hPld during ,um­
mrr, there• will lw a mrrting rhi, .\11-
g11,1 '.!'-th I rra11-e of the e rl~· Pol1,<''> 
da!P,. 

Tht following otfic•pr, rl<·r1<•d H 1 
th<' .fnnt'! mC'<'ting will IX' 111,talled at 
thi,- meeting: .John lfartrzak, Presi­
drnt: Roman Strzelrc·k1, \'l('C' Prf'!-i­
c'ent: Stanlr~· Ru,-in. Tre:•,-11rer; C'he,·­
ter ~rlr1frr. ~e<·rrtar~; Frank \Yolo­
, rwic·k. ,\1 R,d>ar,ki :1 nd .\lfrrcl Szc•­
l rl , n1rr<"tor,. Coffee and pac·zkt will 
I.<• ,cn·ed after the mrrting. 

ALPEX '81 AWARD WINNERS 
.John Bart!'Zak wa,- awarded a Gold 

medal at .\LPEX in Buffalo for his 
K11K t:lap1u·1,pu.~trirn/ (.\11,-trian B:ii;e 
PO) in Poland. 

Ray 8C'hnridrr rrc·c•i\·e<l a 8ilver for 
A ustrw ( 1.,ed in Polanrl . 

\\'alh· l'awlow,-ki ll:Ol a Bronze for 
Rrp11blir of Polrrnr/ Hll!}-1939 

Chri, Kulpin.-ki took the Grand 
.\ ward for hi,- Polish Field Post i11 
t hr .l!idrllr Ea~l 
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Postal History and Cancellations 
of General Government in Poland 

By WINSTON GRUSZCZYK 

(Reprinted from the APS JOURNAL> 

Early on the morning of September 
I, 1939, the German Army started its 
invasion of Poland and World War II 
began. Two days later, Great Britain 
and France declared war on Germany 
in accordance with the Mutual Defense 
Treaty with Poland. I was a young boy 
of thirteen, living in Warsaw at the 
time. Poland, after one month's 
resistance, was defeated by the 
Germans, and was divided between 
Germany and the Soviet Union as a 
result of the Hitler-Stalin "friendship 
pact." Soon after, the Baltic countries 
were incorporated into Russia, and 
other countries also lost their indepen­
dence as a result of the war. 

The Germans created General 
Government by Hitler's decree of 
October 13, 1939, and nominated Dr. 
Frank as governor, effective October 
26, 1939. The north and west part of 
Poland had been annexed directly into 
the Reich. The eastern half of Poland 
(east of the river Bug) was incorporated 
into Russia; General Government was 
created from the remaining central 
part. It is interesting to note that the 
city of Lodz initially was designated as 
the capital of General Government, but 
after a few weeks, Hitler changed his 
plan. He annexed Lodz into the Reich 
and designated Krakow (Cracov) the 
capital of GG (General Government). 

The first commemorative cancel of 
GG indicates the wrong date of 
November 7, 1939, for the installation 
of Gov. Frank - he was already in 
office in Lodz on October 26. The first 
act of the German Postal Ministerium 
in occupied Poland was to create 
"Deutsche Dienstpost Osten" (German 
Official Post - East) as early as 
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September 13, 1939. It was ordered to 
take over postal installations left after 
the Polish retreat. Initially, the 
"Deutsche Dienstpost" service was 
limited to use by Germans, but after the 
creation of General Government, 
Polish civilians were permitted limited 
use. 

There are a variety of cancellations 
from this early period, the majority 
of them round rubber stamp imprints 
"Deutsche Dienstpost" with the name 
of the town, or oblong rubber stamp 
imprints with the town name and 
sometimes the date. The "Deutsche 
Post Osten" (German Post - East) 
took over the service in General 
Government as of November 17, 1939. 

The first set of stamps, the 
Hindenburg issue of Germany (Scott 
Nos. 416-431), was not issued until 
December I, 1939. Before this date 
some post offices open to the public 
were selling unoverprinted Hindenburg 
stamps. Today, collectors specializing 
in GG are eager to find specimens of 
the "pre-stamp" period. I must add 
here that Reich stamps with GG cancels 
are also known used in a later period, 
mostly by German soldiers on fieldpost 
parcel cards. Their use was condoned 
by the postal authority. 

The relationship of Polish currency 
was set at one German mark equal to 
two Polish zloty; therefore, the 
relationship of the face value on an 
overprinted Hindenburg set is one-to­
two. The postal rates, as of November 
13, 1939, were set for Germans to 
correspond with Germany's rates (a 
postcard that cost six pfennigs in 
Germany would cost twelve groszy in 
GG; letters costing twelve pfennigs in 
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Figurt I. Tht commtmorativt cancels of Gtneral Governmtnt. 

Germany would cost twenty-four 
groszy in GG). But for Poles, the postal 
rates were equal to German foreign 
mail (postal cards, thirty groszy; letters, 
fifty groszy). Effective March 21, 1940, 
postal rates were corrected for all users 
to equal corresponding rates in Ger­
many. 

Collectors specializing in cancels of 
General Government have a variety of 
fields to research. The most popular 
area is that of the commemorative 
cancels, with thirty-four basic varieties 
and some minor ones used the same day 
in different district capitals (Figure I). 

Cancel No. I , November 7, 1939. 
Used in Cracov - Installation of Gov. 
Frank. Mostly known on special cards 
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with Germany stamp Scott No. B 162; 
also known on covers with Germany 
Scott No. 415. 

Cancel No. 2, March 24-25, 1940. 
Used in Zakopane - Eastern Ski 
Championships. Mostly known on 
souvenir card with GG stamp No. N48. 

Cancel No. 3, April 20, 1940. Used in 
Cracov - Hitler's birthday. Souvenir 
card issued with GG stamp No. N42, 
but many genuinely used covers are 
known. 

Cancel No. 4, August 17-18, 1940. 
Used in Warsaw, Cracov, Lublin, and 
Radom - German Red Cross. Mostly 
known on souvenir cards with GG 
stamp No. NB I. 

Cancel No. 5, October 9, 1940. Used 
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in Radom - Autumn Fair in Radom. 
No souvenir card exists. 

Cancel No. 6, October 26, 1940. 
Used in Warsaw, Cracov, Lublin, and 
Radom - One year of General 
Government. Souvenir card issued with 
Scott No. NB 5. 

Cancel No. 7, November 30 to 
December 15, 1940. Used in Cracov -
Trade Fair in Cracov. No souvenir card 
issued. 

Cancel No. 8, April 12-14, 1941. 
Used in Zakopane - Eastern Ski 
Championship. 

Cancel No. 9, April 20, 1941 . Used in 
Warsaw, Cracov, Lublin, and Radom 
- Hitler's birthday. 

Cancel No. 10, August I, 1941. Used 
in Lwow (Lemberg) - Incorporation 
of District Galizia in General 
Government. 

Cancel No. II, August IO, 1941. 
Used in Lublin - Horse Breeders Race 
in Lublin. 

Cancel No. 12, August 15-17, 1941. 
Used in Cracov - First year of Nazi 
Party in GG. Souvenir card issued with 
Scott No. N61. 

Cancel No. 13, September 6-7, 1941. 
Used in Zakopane - Tatra Mountain 
Sport F es ti val. 

Cancel No. 14, October 26, 1941. 
Used in Warsaw, Cracov, Lublin, 
Radom, and Lwow (Lemberg) - Two 
years of GG. Souvenir cards issued with 
two stamps of Hitler set No. N76/90; 
they showed each district capital with 
two different stamps of this set. 

Cancel No. 15, December 8-14, 1941. 
Used in Cracov - Mozart Day. 

Cancel No. 16, April 20, 1942. Used 
in Cracov - Hitler's birthday. 

Cancel No. 17, August I, 1942. Used 
in Lwow (Lemberg) - One year of 
Incorporation of Galizia in GG. 

Cancel No. 18, August 14-16, 1942. 
Used in Cracov - Two years of Nazi 
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Commemorative cancel prepared 
for the fifth anniversary of GG with view of 
Wave/ Castle. It later was rejected and 
replaced with the Nazi symbol. This cancel is 
known only through two reproductions that 
exist in the archival papers. 

Party in GG. Souvenir card issued with 
Scott No. N61. 

Cancel No. 19, September 5-6, 1942. 
Used in Zakopane - Second Tatra 
Mountain Festival. 

Cancel No. 20, October 3-4, 1942. 
Used in Lublin - 600 years "German 
City"? 

'.l!mreanttin bco <ll'cnculgoui,crnrore 
flit bic bcfcr~rcn polnifd)cn <!fcbicrc 

,·~· r.~tf£ ._ t ,.., 
~ I'·' I • 
5 f!t . ~ 
-~~~·i:~ ---~. , ... 1 ,, ~.r .. , ..,_ 7 ... _._ 19l9 ~,-,5 

0/fittel Jo11-,.,1ur nrl ~,It ,,., fi,11 romm,mor•ri" ,.u,I 
of GG ,,,,.,,, -.;itlf • C,rmu Jl•mp buui, CG st•mps .. ,,, 110 1 

iu11,, u11I Dutmbtr /9)9. Al10 ,Ao-.,. is 1M 1•mt rommtmor•11-,., 
r•,ru/ of \oP<tmbu 1. /919. o" • CG st•mp uu"'"' 1940, p,obdl> 
don, '"'K"IIJ' Ill ''" c,.,o't Plu/01,1,, A,,,.cy. 
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Cancel No. 21, October 26, 1942. 

Used in Cracov - three years of 
General Government. 

Cancel No. 22, November 20, 1942. 
Used in Cracov - German Arts in GG. 

Cancel No. 23, December 10-11, 
1942. Used in Lwow - Opening of 
Behring Institute in Lemberg. 

Cancel No. 24, January 24-31, 1943. 
Used in Radom - Chess Champion­
ship in Radom. 

Cancel No. 25, January 30, 1943. 
Used in Cracov - Tenth Anniversary 
of Nazi Party Government in Reich. 

Figure 5. "Radomer Mtsse" - Radom 
Trade Fair, the scarcest commemorative 
cancel on a registered letter. Also shown is a 
postal registration receipt with a commem­
orative cancel for the same letter. 

Cancel No. 26, April 20, 1943. Used 
in Cracov - Hitler's birthday. 

Cancel No. 27, May 24, 1943. Used 
in Cracov - 400th Anniversary of the 
death of Copernicus. Souvenir card 
issued with Scott No. NB 27. 
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Cancel No. 28, August 13-15, 1943. 
Used in Cracov - Day of Nazi Party in 
GG. Souvenir card issued with Scott 
No. NB29. 

Cancel No. 29, September 4-5, 1943. 
Used in Zakopane - Third Tatra 
Mountain Festival. 

Cancel No. 30, October 26, 1943. 
Used in Cracov - Four years of 
General Government. 

Cancel No. 31, November 19, 1943. 
Used in Cracov - Wit Stwosz Price 
1943. 

Cancel No. 32, February 28, 1944. 
Used in Cracov - Tenth year 
Anniversary of German Mother and 
Child Society. 

Cancel No. 33, April 20, 1944. Used 
in Cracov - Hitler's birthday. 

Cancel No. 34, October 26, 1944. 
Used in Cracov - Five years of 
General Government. 

It is interesting to note that the last 
cancel's (No. 34's) design initially 
depicted Wave) Castle, but later was 
redesigned to depict the Nazi symbol. 
According to S. Mikstein, only two 
copies of the initial design were found in 
the Cracov postal archives after the 
German retreat. 

The most difficult cancel to locate is 
No. 5 for Radom Fair, and it may cost 
about fifty dollars at a German auction. 
Actually, the cancel exists in two 
varieties, with either the letter "A" or 
the letter "B" under the date. 

According to my information, the 
cancel with the "A" was used in 
Radom; the cancel with the "B" was 
used by the philatelic agency in Cracov. 

The first commemorative cancels of 
GG were introduced before the issuance 
of the Hindenburg stamps overprinted 
for "Deutsche Post Osten"; therefore, 
German stamps were used with a 
cancel. I have in my collection an 
example of this cancel on GG stamp 
No. N27 issued in February 1940. My 
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guess is that somebody at the post 
office archives in Cracov created this 
souvenir at a later date. 

The slogan cancels come very close 
to the subject of commemorative 
cancels. Only a few were used in 
General Government. 

No. I. August 15-17, 1941, used in 
Cracov: "Day of Nazi Party in GG." 

No. 2. 1941 to 1943, used over a long 
period of time in Cracov: "Health 
through Corn Bread." 

No. 3. August 14-16, 1942, used in 
Cracov: "Two years of Nazi Party in 
GG." 

No. 4. 1942 to 1944, used over a long 
period of time in Warsaw: "Pack 
Field post Parcel well and secure." 

No. 5. 1943, used over a long period 
of time in Radom and Czestochowa 
(Tschenstochau): "A Post Office 
cheque saves time and money." 

Slogan postmarks used over a longer 
period of time in more than one 
location also are known. 

No. 6. "Do not forget to write Street 
and House Number." 

No. 7. "Include Duplicate address in 
each Parcel." 

No. 8. "Include Sender Name on 
each Letter." 

No. 9. "Telephone - Save Time and 
Money" - known in two varieties 
used in Cracov (Krakow). ' 

Furthermore, in 1944, Zakopane's 
post office used a pictorial town cancel 
"Zakopane - Wintersport and Spa" 
instead of the regular date cancel. 

Among the interesting aspects of 
commemorative, or rather propaganda, 
postmarks were the "V" (for 
"Victory") cancels, created on the 
order of Dr. Goebbels, German 
propaganda minister. These were used 
in all occupied territories, including 
General Government. The "V" 
postmarks were used in the 1941-1943 

387-6 

period, the years of Nazi victories in 
Russia, and a variety of "V" rubber 
stamps are known, with the "V" alone, 
or with an added German or German­
Polish inscription, or, more seldom, in 
the Polish language only, "Germany is 
winning on all Fronts." This is an 
interesting field for specialists because 
some varieties are very scarce, and none 
exists at a low price. They are usually 
priced from ten dollars. 

Railway cancellations used on trains 
in General Government also are 
difficult to find. According to the 
railway register, seventeen different 
varieties were in circulation. 

During the war, Poland lost nearly 
seven million people. Half of this 
number were Jewish citizens of Poland, 
who were forced to live in small areas of 
larger towns known as the Jewish 
ghettos. In 1943 and 1944, all the 
ghettos were liquidated, and the Jewish 
populations were either killed then and 
there or sent to extermination- camps. 
The Jews inside the ghettos were 
allowed in some areas to use the postal 
service on a limited basis. 

Postal cards had to be handed to the 
Jewish Council within each ghetto, and 
this council initially censored them. The 
cards received a variety of rubber stamp 
imprints such as "Judenrat Warschau" 
or similar markings from other towns. 

C...., W. f- ••u'"" NI &I, ·-• ~,_ lwf-• ..... _... -f 16.r - -6 
Gn-T· A '-'li~ / n -f ,1-1,...,:.," ,"'w•ult, ,.1w~,~~ AIN ..... 
,._,.,.,.,ffl #(W J,..,.f/t C-.ni• 1M .,...,_..,,.,_,. w-,,,._, . ,_, ...,,.,,MN 
-;::;- d /IIH♦ 6tt-w _ ,. I, _._, ·-, d ...._, 16.r J•.,.,Ji, .,..,_, - N,..,,.... • 
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The imprint was always in the upper 
left part of the card, never across the 
postage stamps. All assembled mail 
was given to the Germans to forward. 
After it was censored by the Gestapo 
(German secret police), it was put into 
regular postal channels. 

Most postal cards known today were 
sent from the ghettos to foreign 
countries and are very scarce, although 
they are obtainable from time to time in 
auctions. The incoming mail to ghettos 
was delivered to the Jewish Councils, 
which charged a fee for delivery except 
when the postal material was inscribed 
"free delivery." Unfortunately, very 
few covers or postal cards sent into the 
ghettos survived. Most were destroyed 
in fires during the exterminations of 
Jews and the leveling of all buildings. 

One year after the Jewish uprising in 
the ghettos, the Polish population of 
Warsaw was decimated during the 
uprising in Warsaw in August 1944. 
The stamps issued by the Polish 
field post in Warsaw are not part of GG 
postal history, but according to Polish 
philatelic writer Gryzewski there was a 
cancel used by the German fieldpost i_n 
Warsaw inscribed " Warschau-Adolf 
Hitler Platz Postamt" ("Warsaw-Adolf 
Hitler Square Post Office"). I saw an • 
exam pie of this cancel on a canceled-to­
order card last year in a Polish ex­
hibition in London, England. 

Poles were number two on the 
extermination list of the Nazis, just 
after the Jews. Many were sent to 
concentration camps in Germany, 
others to camps inside General 
Government. The postal history of 
camps in GG is rather skimpy; most of 
the known camp mail is from Camp 
Majdanek , which was locat~d just 
outside the town of Lublin. The Polish 
Red Cross was allowed to supply 
inmates in Camp Majdanek with 
preprinted postal cards ("I feel fine," or 
"sick"). All are scarce, although a few 
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vanet1es exist, including postal cards 
with imprinted 12-groszy Hitler stamps 
or with another 12-groszy stamp 
affixed. Some without stamps also 
exist. These have rubber stamp 
imprints, "Nachporto" ("Postage 
Due"). Parcel cards sent to inmates of 
Camp Majdanek (or Lublin) also are 
known, usually with an SS guard's 

Botlf lilt• of• ,os11,J ,.,, u,u from tH M•Jle,erlc-/.■l,l,11 
co11<r•tr•t•O• ,.,,.,. ,,,,,,,.,,, lfftlMJt ~,,,.;,,,, ,,.,,..,,., to ,,,. 

iit•U tHt/f if t/wtr ltt•/tJt W'Al JooJ 0, .. , . Tlt.t ,0Sla/ tar41 ,r,rt 

SMppli,, 6J tM Poto• Rt l Cron, 

Mn)tl\W..,. O,~liVJ,.C 1:• ~>lk< P'""'' ci, -'-•• 

~ ---c 4,-, putpw, .... J.ol)ct,try<.h Mr •'""-1 uw""'°""' 
,-w,r-\ .... ., , .. , ..r,I~ .. ot>M----

"'""" ,J,....., ~ "'· ......... : "' 
S.,,,t.,,..,,.~ pt>•,.._~,... P'"'"'-,,4• ~;,,,..,.....~. 

., ......... _ -
rubber stamp imprint as the receiver of 
all parcels going into the concentration 
camp. Mail from other camps in 
General Government is known. but 
very scarce. 

I think that the most interesting 
aspect of postal history in General 
Government includes postal cards sent 
to England. It is difficult to believe that 
such mail can exist, but here is the 
story. The Polish exile government in 
London was able to secure mailing 
points in neutral Lisbon, Portugal. and 
Ankara, Turkey. From these points 
Pol ish soldiers in England sent small 
food parcels to their relatives in Poland. 
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Each parcel had to be acknowledged by 
a postal card sent from GG to Portugal 
or Turkey, and from there all postal 
cards were picked up by the Polish 
government in London and forwarded 
to individuals as proof that a family 
member in Poland was still alive. It is 
indeed interesting to see a postal card 
canceled in German-occupied Warsaw 
with a rubber stamp imprint from 

Jlt, -,1 ••--• ,-,, ef GG ~ ,__,_...,,., ,.,_ ,.,..,,.n ,,,-, J­
CC.,.,_,_,,. t•,,..,, fltn- •n n-.r,W• .,..,.,.._ ,._,.,_ lfll •-'• 
~ .. I•-, It. lfll It el,. .,., ,w~ v~ ,_,.,. , ... , II~_,_, .. • ,_,_ 

London, England. 
The German army retreat from 

Russia began in 1943 and reached the 
borders of General Government in July 
1944: By September 1944, after the 
Warsaw uprising, only about half of the 
territory remained in German hands, 
with the front line roughly along the 
Vistula River. The postal service 1n the 
remaining part of GG became very 
unstable. Some of the post offices were 
short on current stamps. Finally, in 
January 1945, a new Russian offensive 
pushed the Germans out of Poland. 

The market for postal history of 
General Government is very active now 
in West Germany and, as a result, 
covers or postal cards obtainable a few 
years ago for a dollar or less are now 
going for double-digit prices. Many 
scarcer items still may be found in some 
of the larger auction sales. 

0
LEMBERG 

(LWOWI 

M•1 of CC 1U of /tlo.,,,,dHr I 9J9. TM ,umtt of C•ll:.i• 11-os i,uo,p<>r•"' ut 
AMt•JI 1941. 
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The Use of Directional Labels on Polish 
Flown Covers - 1926 

By JAMES MAZEPA 

The mul-20,. w~,;; a period of rapid 
rxpan,-wn oi air ,er-vice m Poland and 
t hro11~ho11t Europe. '.\ew routes were 
in 111gurated. :-,('r,·iee 1mpro\'e<l on ex­
i:-tin!! route:-, and rc-gular air poi<t !-erv­
irr im11:1te,I on manv of the flights. 
To h~!p 11ncler.-tand ihe use of Pofo:h 
ilin•,·ttonal label,- nncl the rities for 
whirh the\· wrre intrn<led, it would be 
helpful t~ note that the first po,;tal 
flight from War.--aw to \'ienna via 
Krakow took plare on April 25, 1925. 
Trial flight,- from Lwow to Warsaw 
were ht"ld during the Eastern Fair in 
l 926. The fin;t regular po~tal flights 
ht"tween War-aw, Lodz, and Krakow 
heJ!;an October 1, 1926. 

Following the custom of air car­
rier;< of t hi.-; period, the Poh~h Air Line 
Aerolot ( m Poli~h "P.L.L. At"rolot" 
or "Pol!<ka Lima Lotnirza Aerolot") 
introduced the u,e of directional labels 
m HJ21i. Philateli.,l!< of this period, 
most notably Mr. T. Gryzewsk1 of 
War!-aw, applied many of tht"Se la­
bels to flown en\'elope::;. There does 
not ~eem to be any connection bet­
ween the dates flown and any first or 
1:pecial flight,:. Many of the dates arc 
prior to the inauguration of regular 
air service between the various cities. 
The en\'clope:- are addref'Sed to names 
familiar in Poli~h aerophilately -
:!\fr. CrY7,ew~ki in Warliaw, Mr. von 
Baggo in Gdan!'k, and :!\fr. Labecki in 
Lwow. 

To date no attt"mpt has been made 
to cataloii: the-e labels and their use 
on flown covers. They are entirely 
omitted from the air post :oection of 
the recent Poh~h catalog, probably 
becaui,-e they do not fit any of the 
usual air po.-t catagories. However, 
the..,;;e covers are frequently encoun­
tered and should be considered an in­
t~ral and colorful part of a.ny col­
lection of Polish air mails. 
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There are four di-tinct types of la­
bel, whi<·h wert" mlrochH•t"d in 1926 
and they can he cateii:orizNI hv ,-hape, 
desiii:n and <·olor. I will first dcsrrihe 
the types nnd then eatnlog all varie­
t ie, reeonled to rlate. 

TYPE I DIRECTIOX.\L LABEL 
Only two examplr, of the type one 

label ha,·e hecn rerorded. \\"hile they 
differ in -izt" and color, the overall 
<11"--i!!n 1s .,imilar and thu, they can 
l•C' <"l,,,,ifie I together. The·; ,hare in 
<·ommon an identical aircraft de~ign 
and style of lette7ir:g whi<'h 1" sur­
rounded hy a hlac·k border. Thl' fir~t 
<'Xample ,~ de.,rrihed "do Gdan,-ka." 
and 1s diamond in ,hape with the 
hlack hordt"r measuring 70 mm x 70 
mm. The only example J have seen 
was flown from Warsaw to Gdansk 
on .Jun!' 2\ Hl2fi. The second and 
more common example is rertanii:ular 
in shape, black on pink paper, with 
1hr framt" mt"a;;uring !l7 mm x 7~ mm. 
Tt is ui-r·ril)('d "do Lwowa." J have 
-c•en a number of flown rovers with 
the d:ites of .Tune 5th and .-\uii:ust 
Hith. 1(126. (Fig. 1). 

TYPE IT DIRECTIOXAL LABEL 
The type II label is found flown 

to four citir!' - Gdansk, Lwow, Kra­
kow, and Warsaw. The label is rec­
tangular m r-.hape with o,·erall dimen­
~•ons of 72 mm x 4-s mm and consists 
of an oval ~urrounded by vertical 
line,. Within the oval i.~ an aircraft 
and the insl'ription "Pobka Linja Lot­
nicza" and aclcl res,- and telephone 
number of the home office. The label 
exists in blue and orange. With the 
exception of letters sent to \\'arsaw, 
the label~ h:n-e the name of the city 
,:tamped on it with a rubber device. 
The variations "Krakow" and "Kra­
kowa" (probably a shortened form 
of "do Krakowa") and "Lwowa" ex-
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iA. (Fil!. 2). I ha\·<· only ,rrn the 
form "(:dan,ka" 11,<•rl and thi, on a 
hl11e lahel. The earli<':'t elate I have 
~een for thi,- ty[)<' i., ~fay If), 1!)26 
("Krakow") and th!' lat!',t, ..\11g11~t 
14, 1!)26 ("Krakowa") 

TYPE III T>TRECTJO'\"..\L LABEL 
Thi, type ha, a dr,ign who,!' frame 

mea, 11 rr, ;>O rn m wide an<l ovrrall 
l!'ngth in(-htrling tal, i, ~ mm. This 
lahel i, in two part,. The upper is 

that of an airplane flying over a globe 
whirh ,how,- the rout!', oi th!' airline 
anrl i, in,-crit><'d "Pol,ka Lmja Lotni­
!'za" (Poli,h .\1r Lin<•J and '·Komu­
nikarja Pa,-au•r,ka PrzPwo7. J'c)('zty i 

Figure 2 . 
Type II label with 

rubber stamp 
"Lwowo" flown 
from Warsaw. 
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Fioure 1. 
Type I label flown 
from Warsaw to 
Lwow. 

Towarow" (For p:i",enger communi­
ral HHI and the transport of mail and 
merc·handi,e). lknPath thi, de~ign is 
:1 ,pparate tab with the name of the 
rity. The exrrption i~ the label for the 
r1ty of Lodz. which ha>' the name of 
1 hr c·1ty ruhher-,-tamped on the upper 
port ion. ( Fig. ;3) . .\.II 11<'>-tinations have 
been ,C>rn m black l'Xrept "do G<lan­
,-b" m red only. (Fig.4J Four of 
th<' others have yet another color. 
'I he earlir.-t ,een i- "do Wiedma" (to 
\ ·ic•nna I flown on . \ 11g11,t 2-.,, 1!)26, 
.,ml thl' late,, i., "do Lwowa." (to 
I.wow I flown on .July 12, HJ27. Of 
,om<' forty c·ov('rs ~rrn of all tyJ)C.", 
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thi,- latter ,,. the only 1927 date en 
1·01mterrd. 

TYPE I\' IHRECTIO~.\ L LABEL 
Thi, Jal,,,[ i,- hexagonal 111 ~hapc, 

i.5 mm high and 11:3 mm wide. All 
arc ,-1111ilar in de.-ii?n with a ,-tylized 
aireraft flying o,·rr a city and the 
initials "P.L.L." ( Pol,ka. Linja Lotni­
ezaJ at the ~ide,. (Fig. :i). l'n,ler the 
picture 1::- thr in,-c-nption "Polska Li­
nja Lotnicza - .\ erolot." .\II 5ccn arc 
l,lack on white paper. Of the eight 
rle,.tination,-, I ha,·c ~ecn only two on 
flown cover,-, namrly, from \\'ar:;aw 

Figure 4 -
Type Ill label with 

tob flown from 
Worsow to Gdansk. 

Fi-ure 3 . 
T v°"oe II I label 
without t .2b flow:, 
from Wors'3w t:> 
Lodz. 

to C:dan,-k and from \\'ar,aw t<i Lo<lz. 
T lw,P four typ<·- are the only one;; 

found m thi, per10d of air tcn·ic-c cx­
pan,ion in l'oland. and, interc.,tJngly 
rno11gh, no ot hrr- are 1011nd flown in 
la1Pr yrar,. I han• attemptNI to cat­
:dog the,c lah<·l-- hne hut ,1m·ly other 
<'Xamplt"- ,-hm1lrl rxi,t. T lwn· ,renb 
to hr no re1·orrl of ho,, marn were 
al'fually flo\\'11, hut I ha,·e a reference 
from a pa~<· 111 a l'Ollcc·tion formed 
ma11~· yc•ar, ago whil'h --tat<•- that .5() 
to JOO of Pa<·h exi,t Thi, -ec·ms to lie 
a rea,-ona1ilP gue,--, \mt the a<~tual 

do Gdaris~ 
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number of the various <'Xamples cer­
tainly vary. For example, the type 
II and type III are the mo,.t com­
monly seen, and the type I "do Gdan­
ska" and all type IV are truly ~carce. 
r would request that collerton- who 
ha,·e examples not listed below, or 
cxampl~ with dates earlier or lat«'r 
than those mentioned, contact me so 
I · can update this listing. 

OIRECTIOXAL LABEL TYPE I: 
DLla-"do Gdanska" black on pur­

pl«' (70mm x 70mm). 
DLlh--''do Lwowa" black on pink 

(97 mm x 78 mm) 

DIRECTIOXAL LABEL TYPE II: 
DL2a II-"Gdanska" blue 
DL2b I -'·Krakow" blue 
DL2b II-"Krakowa" orange 
DL2c I --"Lwow" blue 
DL2c II-"Lwowa" orange 
DL2d I -blue without mscription 

(to Warsaw) 
DL2d IT-orange without inc;cription 

(to Warsaw) 

DIRECTIOXAL LABEL TYPE III 
DL3a Il--"do Gdan~ka" (red) 
DL'3b I -"do Krakowa" (black) 
DL'3b II-"do Krakowa" (green) 
DL'k I -"LODZ" (black) without 

tab 

.r 
W L 

u, ..... .. 
, ...... ... 
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DL3d T - "do Lwowa" (black) 
DL3d JI--"do Lwowa" (yellow-orang<• 
DL3e I -"do Warszaw~" (black) 
DL3f I -"do Wiednia" (black) 
DL3f II-"do \\'iednia" (blue-black t 

THRECTTOXAL L.\BEL TYl'E I\" 
JHAa-"z \Yarszawy do ('zermewiec" 
JHAb--''z \\'arszawy do Gdanska" 
DIAc--"z War~zawy rlo Krakowa" 
DJAd--'·z \\'a r~zawy do Lodzi" 
DI.Ae--"z War~zaw\' do Lwowa" 
DIAf -"z \\'ar~zaw)· do Wiednia" 
JHAg-''z Wiednia do Krakowa'' 
DL4h-"z \\'iednia do Lwowa" 

HAVE YOU MOVED? 
If ~o, plea~e notify Al Ryharsk1, 

Box 82, River Gro\'(', TL f>0141. 

r 
wow 

Figure 5. 
Type IV label 
flown from 
Warsaw ta Lwaw . 
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