
BULLETIN OF THE 

Meets Every Second and Fourth Friday of the Month ct Falcons H~II. 1062 N. Ashland Ave. Chicago, Ill. 

Issue No. 264 December 1968 

~rrittugs 



BISHOP RUBIN HONORARY · POLPEX CHAIRMAN 
POLPEX 1969 will have His Ex­

cellency Wladyslaw Rubin, Delegate 
to the Primate of Poland Cardinal 
\i\Tyszynski, as Honorary Chairman. 
His Excellency accepted the invitation 
extended to him by the Polpex Com­
mittee with the letter reproduced 
below. 

In addition to the stamp exhibition, 
there will also be a small exhibit of 
actual photographs and documents con­
nected with Monte Cassino. Chairman 
\i\T. Poniecki, a veteran of the Polish 
2nd Corp,, which took part in this 

.battle,. is compiling this exhibit whicb 
will be mounted and displayed on the 
stage at Radio Halls. POLPEX 1969 will be held March 

ht and 2nd at Radio Halls, Belmont Polonus will celebrate its thirtieth 
birthday at the Beeba which will take 
place on Saturday night, March 1st 
in the exhibition hall. Out-of-town 

• and Long Aves. in Chicago. It will 
honor the 25th Anniversaries of the 
Battle of Monte Cassino and the 
Warsaw Uprising. (Continued on page 264-7) 
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Prot. N. 2033/68 

Wl:.ADYSLAW RUBIN 

Biskup tyt. Serty 

DELEGAT PRYMASA POLSKI 

d!a dusipasterstwa emigracji polslr.iej 

00186 Roma. 19 .XII .1968 
Via dclk Botte11hc Oscure IS - Tel. 67S.347 

\V. Szanowny Pan Kierownik 

~51ilt~. P~~~~~;co Ave. 
CHICAGO , ·Ill. 60;;47 

Szanowny i Drogi Panie Kierowniku! 

Otrzymalem list z dnia 10 bm z milym zaproszenicr:i do 

przyj~cia Honorowego Protektoratu nad wystm-1q fila telistyczru\ 
jakq urzqdza Pol.onus Philatelic Society w Chica.go w 25-lctnia, 
rocznicQ bi twy o Monte c·e.ssino 2-go l:'olskiego Y:orpusu. 

• Dzi~kuj~ uprzejmie zn to zaproszenie i z w.dzi~czn0Sci4 
przyjmuj,: Honorowy Protektorat nad wystaw& Polpex 1969. 

Zycz,: serdecznie, aby ta wystawa wzbogacila obchody 
25-lecia z~yci~stwa polskiego na Monte Cassino oraz 25-lecia 
Powstania \•/arszawskiego. 

Z okazji Swi&t BoZego Harodzenia, uweselajqcych nan 
przyj Sciem na Swiat naszego 2bawcy Jezu:::ia Cr1rystusa przesy lam 
Drog iemu Panu Kierownikowi i Zwic1:zkowi li'ilatelistl1w Polskich 
w Chicago najlepsze Zyczenia ws.zelkiego bloeoslawiell.stwa 
BoZego. 

L~cz~ wyrazy szacunku ~ ser;;J;:;~!½ 
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Bottom border imperforate (about 
ten sheets exist). 

Break in plate between M and E 
of GOUVERNEMENT (plate N 
5012 6/ ) - field 137. 

Line above second N in GOU­
VERNEMENT - field 147. 
I mark 

Imperforate top border (three 
sheets known) . 
5 mark 

COMMISSION (U instead of 0) 
- field 96. 

COMMISSI N (0 missing) 
field 96. 
Sheet Construction 

Since these stamps were prepared 
in France they were printed in much 
the same manner as the French 
stamps of that period and the sheet 
format closely resembles the French 
"sowing woman" stamp. The plates 

Full Sheet Format of First Definitive Issue 
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were constructed of six 
cliches of 25 stamps 
each (5 x 5), separated 
by gutters. The vertical 
gutters measure half of 
the width of the stamp 
and the horizontal gut­
ters are the same size 
as the stamp. Each sheet 

, consists of 150 stamps, 
-l 20 stamp size gutter tabs 
1 and 17 half size gutter 

tabs. Two of these sheets 
were printed together 
in counter sheets of 
300 stamps and then 

cut in half to form the 

H
• . . 

1 
P . separate sheets as issued. 

c,nzo,nta arr • • • 
with Gutter The sheet margins of 

Tab Between this issue as well as 
those cf all subsequent plebiscite area 
stamps printed in France, contain 

Vertical Pair with Gutter Tab Between 

markings charecteristic of the French 
sheets, such as, alignment crosses and 
dots, single letter printer's marks, ma-

Cross Gutter Block 

2'64-3 



-16 . . . . . . . . . 
Plate Number and Alignment Cross 

chine number, date of printing and 
half moon shaped punched holes used 
to hold the s·heet during perforating. 

The locations of the various mark­
ings vary on the different printings 
and are often the only distinguish­
ing features by which these printings 
can be told from one another. 

Numerous small colorless holes can 
be found on the right sheet margin 

,•,and, again, are for holding the sheet: 
• in the perforation machine. 

Provisional Bisects 
The number of stamps of the 

first definitive issue sent to Upper 
Silesia did not nearly cover the needs 
of the over 2,200,000 population of 
the plebiscite territory and toward 
the end of February, 1920 stocks of 
the most necessary values were dep­
leted. The first stamps to be used up 
were the 5 pfg. value required for 
printed matter, the 10 pfg. value 
used for local postcards and the 50 
pfg. value necessary for registered 
letters. When these values were gone 
other measures had to be found to 
provide frankings for these most com­
monly used rates. 

Some post offices, such as Opole 
(Oppeln), Bytom (Beuthen), Zabrze 

. . . 

(Hindenburg), G1iwi­
ce (Gleiwitz) and a 
few others managed 
to do without these 
values until the new 
stamps arrived by bi­
secting other values 
that were Qn hand . 

·Bisected 10 end f-ull 10 Pfg. Values 
Values Totaling 15 Pfg. 

Most common are bisects of the 10 
pfg. values to create the 5 pfg. rate 
and bisects of the 20 pfg. to create 
the 10 pfg. rate. From about March 
3 to 7, 1920 some post offices ran 
out of the 15 pfg. stamps and created 
provisionals by using a bisected 10 
pfg. stamp and a bisected 20 pfg. 
stamp together. 
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Bisected 10 / 20 and Full 10 /20 Pfg. 
Totaling 15 Pfg. 

FIRST PROVISIONAL ISSUE 
When the available supply of 

stamps of the most used values were 
exhausted, the Erdmann Raabe's 
Printing_ House at Opole was author­
ized to· print new face values of the 
needed denominations on the stamps 
of the less used values. This issue 
consists of the following provisional 
values: 

10 pfg. on 20 pfg. 
50 pfg. on 5 mark 
5 pfg. on 2 0 pfg. 
5 pfg. on 15 pfg. 
The first provisional issue is espe­

cially interesting to collectors in that 
all values can be found with a wide 
variety of flaws, types, varieties, mis­
prints and errors which are, for the 
·most part, actual production flaws 
that slipped by unnoticed clue to the 
short notice and hurried production 
of these stamps. This is in contrast 
to the many flaws which can be 
found on the later stamps of the so­
called Plebiscite Issue : and the Sec­
ond Provisional Issue which were 
mostly printers waste and do not re­
present any special value. 

10 Pfg. on 20 Pfg. Overprint 
The first value to be prepared was 

the 10 pfg. overprint on the basic 
20 pfg. stamp. Since the printing 
house where these were produced did 
not have enough type of an identical 
style to set up the required plate of 
150 samp fields, they used other ::i­
miliar styles that they had on hand 
and a number of differences in the 
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design of the denomination overprint 
exist on each sheet. 

The overprinting of this value was 
made in three separate printing runs 
between March 2 and March 9, 1920 
and were first offered to the public 
on. March 3, 1920. 
Qua111.tity of Stamps Overprinted 

The total printing of the 10 pfg. 
on 20 pfg. value consisted of 20,000 
sheets of 150, totaling 3,000,000 
stamps. The issue was almost com­
pletely sold out within a week of.its 
appearancer fmw fylarch 12 to Marc11 
18. It was used up even faster than 
usual as· these stamps were often bi­
sected and used to fill the shortage 
of 5 pfg. values before the 5 pfa. 
overprints were prepared. 

The three printing runs for th;s 
i s s u e consisted of the following 
quantities: 
First Printing - 1500 sheets, total­

ing 225,000 copies, were printed 
on March 2, 1920. ·n1is run con­
sisted of plates X230116. X240ll 
6. X25011 6 (rare) and X27011 6 
(the most common) . 

-8500 sheets, totaling 1.275.000 
copies; were printed on March 3. 
consisting primarily of plate num­
ber X27011 6. 

Second Printing - 2000 sheets. tot­
aling 300,000 copies, were printed 
on March 4. 

-I 6 0 0 sheets, totaling 240.000 
copies. were printed on March 3. 

-3 4 0 0 sheets, totaling 510.000 
copies, were printed on March 6. 
This second printing constecl pri­
marily of plate number N5012 6 
on gray paper. 

Third Printing - 3000 sheets, total­
ing 450,060 copies, were printed 
on March 8 and 9 C'.)nsisting pri­
marily of plates number X2012 6 
and X3012 6. 
Only a few minor printing errors 

and irregularities occured during the 
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first pnntmg but a number can be 
found in the third printing. The 
third printing was overprinted in a 
red to brick red color in contrast to 
the carmine of the first two print0 

ings. 
A number of misplaced overprints 

occured due to the position of the 
sheet during the printing operation. 
On the correctly positioned over­
print the overprint nmfleral should 
exactly cover the numeral on the 
basic stamp and the Pf. figure should 
fall completely within the white 
background of the oval. Such perfect­
ly centered overprints are, however, 
seldom found and are the exception 
rather than the rule. 

Overprint Types 
Four types of numeral exist of the 

l O pfg. value. 
Type I - Both figures 5.75 mm. 

high. 
Space between numerals 2.05 to 
2.25 mm. 
Figure l has flattened head and 
slightly hooked nose. 
Bas·e projects at right angle from 
body. 
Figure O is fat and regular. 

Type I 

Type II - Both figures 5.25 mm. 
high. 
Figure l has pointed head and 
face of nose is curved. 
Base same as type I. 
Figure O is wide. 

Type II 

Type III - Figure l is 5.75 mm. 
high. 
Figure O is 6.00 mm. high. 
Othewise same as type I. 

Type Ill 

Type IV - Both figures 5.75 mm. 
high and fat. 
Space between numerals 1.52 mm. 
Figure l has flattened head and 
straight, hooked nose. 
Base tapers from body. 
Figure O is narrow. 

Type IV 
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POl.PEX 1969 (Continued) 
members are especially urged to attend 
and we have already received mail 
from distant members stating that 
they plan to come to Chicago for 
the shew and beeba. 

With this issue of the "Bulletin·• 
a Polpex Entry Application is encloseJ.. 
Kindlv fill it out and send it in 
prom1;tly. Remember that we are 
asking for exhibits of World \Var II 
mater'al. 

POLPHILEX 1969 
The Polish Philatelic Society in Gr. 

Britain will hold its annual stamp ex­
hib;tion "Polphilex 1969" May 14-18 
under the patrcnage of General \,V . 
Anders. TI1e theme of the exhibition 
is the 25th anniversary of the Battle 
of Monte Cassino. 

Polonus members are invited to ex­
hib't. Write for entry applications to 
Polish Philatelists in Great Britain, 30 
Greencrnft Gardens, Flat J, Lcmdon, 
N.\V. 6, England. 

ANTHONY SCHWANDERLA 
Passed away on November 21, 1963 

at the age of 72. He was organist at 
his heme town church, St. Joseph's, 
at Jai-naica, N.Y. and also at St. Stan ­
islaus Church in Ozone Park, N.Y. 
He was also a choir director and a 
composer of church music. 

Our deepest sympathy is extended 
to his· widow Genevieve, son Dr. Edw. 
A. Schwanderla, daue:hter-in-law Cyn­
thia and grandson Edward. 

POLONUS VOTES TO PLACE 
CROWN ON EAGLE EMBLEM 

At the last society meeting the old 
subject of "why the Polonus eae:le does 
not have a crown on its head" was 
brought up. After a lengthy discussion 
a motion was made and p::issed that 
the ea'!le on our emblem gets a crown 
on its head. 
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WANT TO EXCHANGE WITH 
COLLECTORS IN POLAND? 
In a recent issue of FILATELIST A 

there appeared a write-up on the Po­
lonus Philatelic Society listing your 
editor's name and address. As a result, 
we were flooded with mail from col­
lectors in Warsaw, Poznan, Przemysl, 
Katowice, Czestochowa, Kutno. 01-
sztyn, etc. They wrote asking us to 
publish their name, address and col­
lecting wants in our "Polonus Bulle­
tin." 

In view of the large amount of mail 
received, it was decided by the so­
ciety not to publish these letters. The 
letters would take up too much room 
and leave little ~,pace for philateh ar­
ticles . 

Several members present at the last 
meeting took some of the letters, but 
we still have many more letters of 
collectors in Poland wishing to estab­
Lsh contacts here. 

Any members wishing to receive 
such letters from us, please write to 
our Secretary, Alfred Szebel, 9041 
Emerson, Des Plaines, Ill. 60016. 

EXPERTISING SERVICE 
ALL STAMPS OF POLAND, CENTRAL 
LITHUANIA, POLISH FIELDPOSTS, 
LOCALS, PLEBISCITES, OCCUPA­
TION ISSUES, ETC. 

A charge of 25c for every s·amp sent. 

For stamps cataloged over 1000 zlo-

tys in Ruch-an additional charge 

of 2 % is made (at the rate of 

SO zlotys = $ 1.00). 

To above charges are added postage 

(airmail-special delivery) and in­

SLJrance if so requested. Cost of 

insurance amounts to 25 % of the 
postage va,ue, minimum 25c. 

All Expertising done within 14 days. 

Zbigniew .Mikulski 
9008 ST. GALLEN 

NOTKEPSTR . . 127. SWITZERLAND 
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NEW ISSUES 
Paintings of Hunting Scenes 

On November 20th the Polish Post 
issued a set of eight values showing 
famous paintings of hunting scenes. 

20 gr.-Departing For The Hunt 
by \V ojciech Kossak 
6,000,000 issued 

40 gr.-Hunting With a Falcon 
by Juliusz Kossak 
6,000,000 issued 

60 gr.-Attacked By Wolves 
by A. Wierusz-Kowalski 
5,000,000 issued 

1.50 zl.-Return From a Bear Hunt 
by Julian Falat 
3,000,000 issued 

2.50 zl.-The Fox Hunt 
by T. Sutherland 
f 500,000 issued 

3.40 zl.-The Boar Hunt 
by F. Snyders 
3,500,000 issued 

4.50 zl.-The Hunters Resting 
by W. G. Pierow 
1,200,000 issued 

8.50 zl.-Lion Hunt in Morocco 
by E. Delacroix 
1,200,000 issued 

1{-LINE PAGES 
FOR 

POLAN0 

Supplement #I 2, 1967 
Now Ready at $1.95 

plus 35c postage 
Write us for n special price on 

complete Poland pages 
(to Member~ of Polonns only) 

K-LINE 
PUBLISHING, INC. 

Geo. C. Kobylka 

P.O. Box 159, Berwyn, Ill. 60402 
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POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Alfred Szebel, Serretary 

9041 Emerson . DesPlaines, Ill. 60016 
Stanley Dobrzycki, Treasurer 

1935 N. Tripp, Chicago, 111. 60639 
Chester A. Schafer, Editor 

864 ti-I. Ashland, Chicago, Ill. 60622 
Lester Jankowski, Publications Chrm. 
7303 Kildare, Lincolnwood, Ill. 60646 

The Polonus Philatelic Society is non­
political. Views expressed by authors 
of articles appearing herein do not 
necessarily express the views of the 
Polonus P_hilatelic Society. 

- Annual Dues ore $2.50 -

Offset printed on common paper 
in sheets of 20 stamps at PWPW 
Warsaw. Des·igned by Stefan Malecki. 

NEW MEMBER 
Hilmar A. Gross 

Kurt Schumacher Alee 34 
Bremen, \Vest Germany 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Friday, January 10th, 1969 -

Regular business meeting at the 
Falcons Hall. 

·ouR PRICE 65c PER COVER 
Commemorating America's most 
important SPACE LAUNCH­
INGS from CAPE CAN A VE­
RAL: postmarked on date of 
launch. Original cachets by the 
Space Artist Carl A. Swanon. 
Each cover contains descriptive 
card giving even more details 
of launching. Our subscribers 
receive FREE - THE SPACE 
CRAFT EXPLORER. 
A $5.00 advance deposit will 
assure your receipt of future 
covers and TIIE EXPLORER. 

Space Craft Covers 
P.O. Box 2296 

Huntington, W. Va. 25724 
Member: POLOHUS, APS, ATA, ASDA 
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