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Scott's U. 8. 
@rice £ist 
For Bureau Issues or earlier U. S. stamps, the 
Scott U. S. Price List ofiers you the widest possible 
choice- used, unused, singles, blocks, covers, etc. 
Every U. S. collector should have the latest edition, 
now current. The list is free. Send for it today. 

' 

DISCOUNTS ••• 

Scott's quotations on U. S. stamps are as low as 
market conditions permit. Discounts are from 
10% to 60% (a few even higher). You can't 
go wrong on Scott's prices. 

CONDITION .•. 

Scott quotes on fine examples, only, so there are 
no premiums for you to figure and you are 
assured of stamps you wi 11 be proud to own. It 
pays to deal with America's oldest stamp firm. 

Scott Stamp & Coin c·o~, Inc. 
(America's Oldut Stamp Firm) 

1 West 47th Street New York, N. Y. 



TJ. S. Match and Medicine Stamps 
We have the following , which includes many unique items, in stock, and 

all are in the finest possible condition . We would like to hear from inter­
ested collectors. 

We would also be pleased to receive your want list for the more moder­
ately priced items as w e hold an incomparable stock . 

#R05 

ROS 
R013 

R024 
R036 

R044 

MATCHES 
le Green , Thos. Allen, Mint Block 24 

(Probably the largest multiple piece known) 
le Blue, Alligator Match, Rouletted Pair 
3c Green , Arn. Match (Undoubtedly one of the finest known 

specimens) 
le Brown, B. Bendel on Wrnk., Block of 4 (Probably unique) 
3c Lilac , Bousfie ld & Poole 

(Superb and probably the fin est existing copy) 
le Green , Brown & Durling, Block of 8 printed can. B & D Feb. 

1866 
R048 l e Black, Byam & Carlton; Large full margins 
R049I le Black, Byam & Carlton, Imperf. Horiz. 

R050 
R079 
R096C 
R0102 
R0113 

Mint Block 40 with imprint 
le Black, Byam & Carlton , full wrapper 
le Blue, Eichele & Co., Rouletted Pair 
le Green, Goldback on Pink (Only a few copies exist) 
5c Orange, Greenleaf on Silk 
le Black, L. G. Hunt on real silk, copies with and without sur-

char ge 
ROll 7 le Blue, P. T. Ives, Rouletted Pair 
R0129 le Black , J . J. Macklin , Rouletted 
RO·l48A l e Blue , Pane of 84, Mint (Show Piece) 
R0149 le Black, V. R. Powell, full wrapper 

Also have R0150 and 151 u sed as a dhesives. 

MEDICINES 
J . C. AYER AND COl\IPAl\ry 

#RS2-3-5-6-7 (These are claimed to be the only known copies) 
RS8- 4c Red , RS10B- 4c Blue on Silk, Block of 6 
RS10D- 4c Blue on Wmk. Block 8 with imprint, RS12- 4c Green 
RS10A- 4c Blue on Old, Block of 4, RS13-4c Vermilion 

#RS41 4c Brown, J. I. Brown, Wmk. 
RS44D le Black, J . S. Burdsal & Co., Wrapper, Strip of Three 
RS53D le Black, Dr. Chase on Wmk ., RS89 - lc Black , Fleming Bros. 
RS75B-79B-81B Perry Davis, Block of 4 of each (Claimed to be unique) 
RS9 8T le Black, Dr. Harter, r emarkable double print (Unique) 
RS1l3 4c Bistre, John F. Henry , RS123- 4c Black, Hiscox on Wmk. 
RS125 l e Blue, Holloway Imperf., Strip of 5 
RS139 2c Violet, T. J. Husband, Mint 

Bear in mind that we li st above only the real high spots in the col­
lection, but we can supply the lower priced items as well in grade to suit 
the fastidious as w ell as the average coll ector, so let us h ave your list of 
Wants. 

If you have not received our bulletin, please - send for a copy which 
lists nearly all the Match stamps with net prices. 

ECONOMIST STAMP COMPANY, INC. 
87 ASSAU STREET NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 



Specialists in the sale 
of FINE STAMPS by 

Auction 

HARMER ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
fi60 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 19. N. Y. 



VALUABLE PUBLICATIONS 

UNITED STATES, U. S. POSSESSIONS 
& BRITISH NORTH AMERICA 

Complete except for the g reat ra riti es, thi s 128-page 
catalog, with more than 1,000 illustrations for your con­
ven ient refe rence, li s t s aod prices all major varieties of 
th <> countries included. It ser ves oot only as a valuable 
check li s t aod guide, but also a s a r eliable source of supply 
f or these popular sta mps at economical prices. Every col­
lec tor needs thi s useful a nd authoritative ca talog. Send 
for a copy today if you do oot alread y have ooe. 

Sent for I Oc to Cover Mailing 

STAMPS OF MODERN EUROPE 
With 128 pages, informative write-ups, nod beauti ful 

illu s tra ti on . thi s compreheos i\·e catalog li s ts and prices 
ooe of t he mos t attractive of all spec ia l groups: The 20th 
Century I ssues of Modero Europe. He re you will find -
from .Andorra to Vatican City- those attracti ve stamps 
whi ch t ell so vivid ly the s tory of our own times, a nd 
which have enjoyed s uch rapid ly increa sing popularit)· in 
r ecen t years. Send fo r a copy today nod see for yourself 
wh y "l\Ioclero Europe" is one of the most inte res ting and 
Important st ump ca talogs ever published. 

Sent for I Oc to Cover Mailing 

BRITISH EMPIRE STAMPS 
Devoted to one of the mos t popular of a ll the special 

groups , this beautiful illus trated 128-pnge ca talog lists -
from Aden to Zanzibar - the 20 t h Century Iss ues of the 
Britis h Commonwealth of Nations. So for us we ku ow, 
It is the only pnblicatioo of its kind in the world : and 
since it is backed by what we oelieve to be the most 
comprehensive existing stock of British 20th Century 
Issues . we feel ce rtain you will find it in vuluaole: both as 
a rl'fl' rence lis t, ancl as a convenient source of supply -
at favorable prices - for these n one-too-plentiful stamps. 

Sent for I Oc to Cover Mailing 

AIRMAIL STAMPS 
"Quite the fines t thing In the airmail line to appear In 

the U. S. A."-George Van Den Berg. " Best presentation 
yet mn<le of the fa scinations of collecting airmail stamps. 
A must for every collector."- Stamps i\lagazlne. " One of 
the fines t volumes . ... In ell'.ect, a complete priced catalog 
of the world 's nlrmail stamps."- Llnn 's Weekly Stamp 
News. " Attrac tive prlces."-Camden Courier-Post. "Most 
beautiful price list of airmail stamps we have ever seen . 
. . . A valuable guide and check list, well worth a dollar." 
-Weekly Philatelic Gossip. 

Sent for 1 Oc to Cover Mailing 

IF YOU HAVE STAMPS TO SELL 
To replenish our extensive retail stocks we are cons tantly buying-a t 

generous prlces--eollections and a ccumulations of postage stamps, provided 
they are worth $50 or more. . . . Our free appraisals, good prices and prompt 
payments-with no haggling or delays- have made us Innumerable friends 
among collectors with stamps to sell. . . . Send for our free bookle t of val­
uable information, "If You Have Stamps to Sell," and r ead it for your own 
protection before disposing of your collection. Free on Request. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. · Transit Bldg. · BOSTON 17, MASS. 



GIMBELS HAS: 

_A GREAT STAMP BOOI( 

THE AMERICAN PHILATELIC DICTIONARY 

by 

Harry M. Konwiser 

A noted philatelic author ity gathers 

together in this important volume all 

the essential information necessary to 

properly enjoy stamp collecting. 

It contains the answers- in easy to 

read language-to questions that have 

long perplexed the novice as wel I as 

the advanced collector. 

Also contained in this more than 200-

page book is the history of the Ameri­

can Postal System during the Colonial 

and Revolutionary Periods . 

ENJOY YOUR HOBBY: 

Get a copy for yourself 

Get a copy for your local library 

$2.75 

GIMBELS 
W arid' s Largest Stamp D epartments 

33rd and Broadway 
New York 1, N. Y. 

9th at Market Street 
Philadelphia 5, Penna. 
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The First Window Envelope 
A Startling Discovery 

THE FIFTH ARTICLE 

By E. TUDOR GROSS 

When I wrote my quasi "Final Chapter" on Leeds Patent Envelopes for 
the COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST in 1944 I had thought I had gathered all 
the known information on the subject. As of that time I apparently had, so far 
as reported cover s were concerned, but since then more material has come to 
light, and, most remarkable of all, a startling discovery has been made. I shall 
elaborate on this discovery in the latter part of this article. 

From information received since my "Final Chapter" was written we now 
know of at least four covers of the Morison type (the Scott letter is still in­
cluded in the li t, although it has not been found) and I have record of twenty­
five of the Leeds type, all actually used in the mails. This is ten more than 
originally reported in my ''Supplementary Notes.'' Several of these were later 
reported in ''Supplementary Notes-Round Two,'' but since then three other 
covers have appeared for recording, all of which I feel should be specially 
mentioned. 

C. Corwith Wagner of St. Louis sent me a cover which, to date at least, 
is the latest ''Cham peen.'' It is known as the Kaskaskia Lodge cover and was 
mailed from Courtland Station, Illinois, on March 1 (1867). While the year 
date is not on the cover, the enclosure is a printed notice of Kaskasia Lodge of 
Masons dated February 16, 1867, evidently printed in advance. In "Supple­
mentary Notes-Round Two" I had reported a cover owned by Sidney F. 
Barrett, cancelled July 6, but bearing a letter dated July 3, 1865. I added the 
statement that "I doubt if we hall find a later use,'' but the Kaskaskia Lodge 
cover proves that I was all wrong and that the present title holder, for latest 
use, is C. Corwith Wagner of St. Louis. 

At the Philatelic Congress held in Boston last November I met Mr. Harry 
Dunsmoor of Syracuse, N. Y. He showed me one of the most interesting Leeds 
covers that I have ever seen. It was mailed and postmarked from Old Point 
Comfort, Va. on September 16 (no year date) but the interesting fact about 
it is that the lattice bar opening is in the upper left hand corner of the envelope, 
not the upper right hand corner. Upon examination it was apparent that this 
patent envelope, when manufactured, was incorrectly folded, so that the face 
-5-
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is reversed. In other words the patent mark under the opening reads back­
ward , in its crescent format, and the hole with the lattice bars is on the wrong 
side of the envelope. Incidentally the stamp is under the lattice bars, (incor­
rect use). 

F ig . 3 2 . rr h e Hnrry D nns 1noor Cover 

Also at the Boston Congress I was shown a 3c Leeds cover (the tamp at 
the left of the lattice bars ) mailed from Washington. This was a U. S. Sanitary 
Commission envelope with the words "Washington, D. C." under the corner 
wording. Thi wa the first Leeds Sanitary Commission envelope that I have 
found bearing the words, "Washington, D. C." The ones pictured in my articles 
do not have thi addition. 'rhe cover is owned by Arthur Beane of Cambridge, 
Mass. 

Fig. 33. T h e Arthur Denne Cover 
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LEEDS TYPE ENVELOPES USED IN MEXICO 

On September 6, 1945, a fellow member of the Collectors Club, Mr. John E. 
Frost of Sydney, New South Wales, Australia, sent me with his compliments an 
unused envelope (Morison type ) put out in Mexico City many years ago, just 
when he did not know. He wrote that he had acquired it from a London col­
lector friend. The cover had an oval type hole in the upper right hand corner 
(like the Morison type, as there were no lattice bars or Maltese cross attachments 
such as Leeds used ) and it clearly was a "steal" from the Leeds patent of the 
Civil War days of the U. S. A. This was decidedly interesting. Enclosed was 
a circular printed in Spanish, carrying advertisements of Mexico City mer­
chants, even one for the Public Lottery of Mexico. The paper used is very thin. 
On the back was a printed announcement in Spanish, French and English, ex­
plaining the advantages of using this type of circular for advertising purposes. 
The ten centavo Mexican stamp, vermilion, of the 1890-95 issue, was embossed 
on the circular, showing through the hole. 

At first blush, and before reading the English announcement, it struck 
me that this was an advertising scheme gotten out with the sanction of the 
government, and that the promoters would pay the cost of postage and get theirs 
out of profits from the advertisers. On carefully reading the announcement, 
however, it was obvious that the government, and not private individual, was the 
real promoter. I give in full the English translation as printed on the back 
of the circular: 

" The advertisements are printed on sheets of paper similar to this and 
bear the postal stamp of the Mexican Republic: they are enclosed, together 
with private letters, within envelopes that are punched out so as to allow a 
view of the stamp and circulate in all countries of th e Postal Union. 

The envelopes, together with the advertising sheets, are sold in all the 
Post Offices throughout the Mexican R epublic. 

The postage of letters, in combination with the advertising sheets, is one­
half that of ordinary letters. 

Merchants and the general public have , there(ore, in addition to the r educed 
rate of postage, the advantage that the postal advertisements are more ef­
ficient, offer greater security and are more attractive than any other system of 
advertising." 

On the back of the envelope is printed in Spanish (I translate ) "Sold at 5 
centavos because the printed advertisements have paid the rest of its value." 
The announcement shows clearly that the circular would act as a protector to 
the letter to be enclo ed in the envelope, but there was nothing to show definitely 
the year when the e innovations appeared. I knew the period, because of the 
date of issuance of the em bossed stamp ( 1890-95 ) but that was not definite 
enough. Furthermore I naturally wanted to find a "Mexican Leeds" cover 
actually used in that country, to prove that the scheme had been put into effect. 

This I found out last November at the Philatelic Congress in Boston. Mr. 
Walter S. Fishel of Boonsboro, Maryland, attended this Congress, and after 
eeing my Leeds Exhibit, in which several other collectors had cooperated, he 

showed me a cover, exactly like that of Mr. Frost, but actucilly used from Vera 
Cruz, Mexico, on April 13, 1893. The 10 centavo embossed stamp shows thru 
the oval opening at the upper right, and not only bears the Vera Cruz postmark 
over the opening and stamp, but there is another Vera Cruz postmark on the 
cover itself, at the left. 'I'he enclosure, by the way, has the identical wording 
in printed form (a circular ), as is contained in the Frost unused cover. In­
cidentally the letter was missing. This postmark, April 13, 1893, establishes 
the fact that these foreign Leeds types were actually used in Mexico some 
thirty years after those used in the U. S. A. 
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F ig . :l4 . T h e '\Vulter S . F is h e l Cover 

I still was not sure of the year when these envelopes first appeared, so I 
wrote to Ben Reeve of Chicago, who, I was told, could probably give me the 
an wer. Hi letter, while r epeating much that I have written, gives such a 
conci e account of the whole idea, that I quote it herewith. 

" The Mexican postal depa rtment in 1893 (note th e date) sponsored an 
a dvertis ing sch em e in which a very thin sealed envelope with a hole cut out at 
t h e location of the tamp (upper ri ght corner) was used . Th e stamp was 
imprinted on an eq ually thin folded sheet which was so inserted in the envelope 
that the stamp would li e in exact r egister und er the hole and could be can celled 
as though it w ere printed or stu ck on the ou ts ide. The inner sheet (circular) 
ser ved the doubl e purpose of being, Jhst, a protec tin g wrapper to k eep the letter 
from being r eadable through th e thin envelope pa per, and, second , an a dmirable 
place on which to group a bout 25 advertisemeuts where they would be read 
before th e addressee co uld get at the let t e r . The stamp, envelope and pro­
tector together sold at half the price of a stamp alone used in the ordinary way, 
and yie ld ed the government cons iderably more in advertising revenue than 
could h ave been obtained from t h e latter . (He a dds) R evenue to the govern­
ment from the advertisement::; was protected by making the envelopes and 
protectors valid only when furnished by th e post office a nd used in conn ection 
with each other ." 

How extensively th e>·e envelopes \Yere used I do not know. At any rate 
they had the backing of the P. 0. Dept., an advantage that Leeds, in this 
country, was never able to get for his venture. They form an interesting equel 
to the Leeds envelopes, which account for the space I have given to them in 
this article. Incidentally, as th e governme11t was th e ole purveyor of the e 
special envelopes I doubt if any patent for them wa ever granted. 

THE STARTLING DISCOVERY 
Now comes the account of what I referred to earlier in this brochure as the 

''Startling discovery.'' As I am not a student of foreign tamps the informa­
tion I am about to write may be known to collectors who specialize in the issues 
of France, but to the American philateli c public, generally, I think it will be 
''news. '' 

Dr. Carroll Cha e, who for years before \Vorld \Var II lived in Paris, and 
who recently returned from a short visit in France, was also at the Boston 
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Congress in ovember la t. After he saw my Leeds Patent Envelope exhibit 
h~ told me that he thought he had two French covers that would interest me. 
On his r eturn to his home in Amber t, N. H ., he sent them to me and I got the 
philatelic hock of my life. One wa an unused envelope with a large circular 
hole on the face, in the upper right hand corner, and a similar hole on the back 
flap. Th e other was a used envelope of the same design bearing a pair of 20 
centime imperforate stamps of the first French issue, 1849-50 ! 'l'hey were 
placed squarely across the hole on the front. The tamps were cancelled with a 
killer, not a po tmark, and the cover wa mailed from Reim , France, on 
September 20, 1849. 'l'he Reim postmark, lower clown on the cover, is blurred, 
but the Paris postmark on the back i clearly September 21, 1849. Enclosed in 
one of these envelopes was a typewritten memorandum (hence not written in 
1849) which reads as follows: 

"France Envelope Marion 

Mr . Marion , a Paris stationer, invented a n envelope which h e patented . 
His idea was to preserve on the letter itself the eviden ce of its passage through 
t h e post. The envelope h as 2 large holes throu gh which the date stamps 
(postmark s) , despatch and arri val, were stru ck . Authorized by Minister of 
Finance in March, 1846." 

,_ 
, ,. ' . , 

.f' . . 

/ -,. ..... ... 
4- <J 
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F ig . 36. 

I • 

In studying these envelopes it is apparent that the inventor had the same 
idea that Morison, in 1860, had when he secured his patent in this country nearly 
a quarter of a century later. The difference between the two inventions wa 
that in the "Marion" idea the outgoing, or "Depart" postmark, wa on the 
face of the envelope and the receiving, or '' Arrivee'' postmark was on the back. 
In the original "Morison " patent the two holes were both on the fa.ce of the 
envelope, one for th e postmark over the large hole in th e upper right band 
corner ( the stamp was not considered) for the sending po tmark, and the 
small bole for the receiving cancel by the postmaster at the de tination. Jone 
of these original forison types, as shown in the patent claim, have ever been 
found. and I doubt if they were ever manufactured, except possibly for amples. 
The Mori ·on type covers, actually found, show only one opening on the face of 
the envelope, where the postmark was to be applied. 

The French "Marion" type, however , has a lightly larger circular hole 
on the face of the envelope, in the upper right hand corner with the printed 
words "Timbre De La Poste" above the hole, and the word "Depart" below it. 
On the back flap of the envelope ( ame size) i a similar hole reading " Timbre 
De La Poste' ' at top and the word '' Arrivee'' at bottom. In other words, the 
enclosure, which bowed through the two hol es, was upposed to be po tmarked 
over the hole on th e face of th e envelope, upon mailing, and on the back, over 
the other hole, upon receipt by the postmaster at the destination. 

How well circularized these "l\'farion" patent envelopes were among the 
post offices of France is not known. Perhaps some specialist in French stamp 
can answer this question. In any event the unu ed cover , illustrated above, 
shows the idea. The u eel cover, unfortunatelyJ la cks the enclosure. It is ap­
parent that the sender placed a pair of the 20 centime imperforate stamps over 
the " Depart" opening, or bole (in correct use, since the stamp were cancelled 
by a killer, not by the postmark ) . 'l'his was on September 20, 1849 and the 
place of departure was Reims in north ern France. Th e postmark on the cover 
substantiates thi fact. 

The cover then went to Paris, where it was back-stamped September 21, 
1849, but not over the '' Arrivee'' hole, as Lyons, not Paris, wa its destination. 



OOLLEOTORS OLUB PHILATELIST 11 
When this cover reached Lyons we do not know, since the cover, now very much 
torn on the back, shows that the enclosure was removed. If the Lyons po t­
master put bis receiving mark over the '' Arrivee'' hole this would have been 
on the enclosure, and consequently not on the envelope after the contents had 
been removed. However, the idea of postmarking the enclosure, for departure 
and receipt, was much the same as is shown in the patent claim of Benj. Morison 
in 1860. (See copy of Morison patent on page 7 of COLLECTORS CLUB PHILA­
TELIST, April, 1942). 

It is intere ting to note that the French idea, as above reported, was 
''authorized'' in March, 1846, before stamps were i sued in France, while 
Morison's patent of 1 60 was granted 13 year after stamps were put out by 
our own government. The question naturally arises as to whether Mori on 
(and Leeds a year later ) conceived the idea independently in this country, or 
whether either one of them got their inspiration from cover sent here from 
correspondents in France. From what I have been able to learn Morison ''dealt 
in patent " and I doubt if he ever, on his own initiative, invented anything. 
He was what we would call today a "Patent Promoter" or possibly a "Patent 
Attorney, " and he may or may not have invented the "Morison Type Envel­
ope." I have not been able to find out when be was born, but I believe it was 
not much earlier than 1830, when Lewis W. Leeds was born. If they were both 
of about the same age they would have been 16 years old when the "Marion 
Envelope'' of France was ''authorized'' by the Minister of Finance in 1846. 

A young men both of them may have seen "Marion" French covers 
around 1849, but if so I doubt if either would have been old enough to conceive 
of a similar type of envelope for the U. S. A. Consequently I believe that the 
idea of the hole in the envelope originated in both countries, without any 
reference, one to the other. In any event the Marion type of France antedated 
the Mori on and Leeds types in the United States, so my brochures on ''The 
First Wi:t;1dow Envelope," published a few years ago in the COLLECTORS CLUB 
PHILATELIS'l', need an explanation. As far as the United States is concerned the 
tory is correct, but France wa ahead of us by at least 14 years, and farion 

of Paris, therefore, de erves the credit for putting out the first window envelope. 
'fbere was, however , one thing more for me to prove. The fact that Marion's 

idea was "authorized" by the Minister of Finance (in 1 46) did not necessarily 
prove that the inventor 's idea bad been "patented," in spite of th e statement 
in the above quoted memorandum. Consequently I felt I should try to find 
copie of the French patent (if this had actually been granted) and then I 
could show whether Marion or Morison, and, later, Leeds, were the "legalized" 
pioneer in this "Window Envelope" business. I , therefore, appealed to my 
friend Dr. Chase for advice. H e wrote that copies of French patent , recorded 
in Paris, might be difficult to secure today, but suggested that the New York 
Public Library, which be bas frequently called on for help in bis resea rch work, 
might have data on the subject. 

Following this sugge tion I wrote the N. Y. Public Library and received a 
prompt reply from Paul North Rice, Chief of the Reference Department, who 
had helped me when I wa writing my earlier brochures. He gave me references 
to two Marion patent , one dated December 4, 1844 and the other elated F ebru­
ary 6, 1846. Each of these was for 15 years, and later he sent me photostat 
of the ''claim . '' A these were of course in French I again appealed to Dr. 
Chase for translations. He r eplied that ''the one dated December 4, 1844 bas 
absolutely nothing to do with the envelope in which you are interested. It is 
simply a patent for a cardboard case to hold envelope . '' 

Dr. Chase further wrote, ''the invention dated F ebruary 6, 1846, is not the 
one describing the envelopes which you have. Here is a translation of it, which 
is not exactly literal but which I think will give you a clear idea as to what 
it says." 
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The translation is a follows: 
"The inventor, wishing that the body of the letter shou ld itself bear evi­

dence of having passed through the post, had (some time in the past) arranged 
an opening in an envelope at the place where the four corner s come together. 
The postmark would thus tie the envi;lope and the letter together. 

But an envelope such as th is might have certain drawbacks, so instead 
of leaving a hole in the envelope one might apply to the inside of the envelope, 
at the place where the postmark shou ld fall, a substance so that the postmark 
would show on the letter itself. 

A very thin layer of some substance is placed on th e inside of the envelope 
where the postmark should fall. This should have two little holes in it in which 
would be placed a bit of very fin ely ground Prussian blue which would be held 
in place by means of a bit of waxed candle rubbed over it. 

Thus the application of the postmark would be found r eprodu ced upon the 
letter. 

The second part of this invention had an additional paragraph added on 
April 3, 1846 ." 

My friend the doctor adds, "Doesn't this sound crazy to you~ It does to 
me. He must have been a queer bird. Evidently your envelope is described 
either in the addition dated April 3, 1846 or in another patent. Perhaps you 
can get from New York the April 3, 1846 affair, and if this does not prove to be 
what you want, try to get a later patent by the ame man.'' 

Acting on this suggestion I wrote once more to Mr. Rice and received the 
following reply :-

"After a further thorough search of the French patent indexes covering 
the years 1844 to 1855, we find no record of any patent having been issued 
to Marion pertaining to an envelope as shown in the photostat copy." 

Even if we haven't been able to run down a patent that would tie up with 
my "l\farion" type, above illustrated, it is apparent from the first paragraph 
of the Dr. Chase tran lation that the inventor bad, prior to February 6, 1846, 
conceived the idea of the ''hole in the envelope,'' so that the postmark would 
tie the envelope and the letter together. In any event we know that a window 
envelope, much like the Morison patent, was made and actually used in France 
in 1849. Who was responsible for the statement that these envelopes were 
"authorized" by the Minister of Finance in March, 1846 I do not know. Dr. 
Chase says he bought the two "Marion " covers at auction and that the type­
written memorandum vrns in one of them. So let's give the palm to "Marion, a 
stationer of Paris'' and call it a clay. 

CONCLUSION 
May I close this article by stating again that many of the Leeds type 

envelopes ''"ere incorrectly used. Leeds planned to have the stamp placed in 
the hole, adhering partly to the enclosure and partly on the die-cut de igns 
of the envelopes, with the postmark as a canceller. The regulations of our post 
office department, however, prohibited the use of the postmark as a canceller. 
Hence the Leeds idea was a failure. The ame result may have happened in 
France. The used envelope illustrated in this article shows that the pair of 20 
centimes stamp., while placed over the hole, is cancelled by a grid, and that the 
Reims postmark is struck lower clown on the cover. When the enclosure was 
removed there would be nothing on it to how that it was mailed from Reims, 
on September 20, 1849, unless the envelope itself were preserved. This of course 
wa contrary to the idea of the inventor. Even if the po tmaster at Lyons had 
used his city postmark in the '' Arrivee'' hole on the back, the enclosure, without 
the envelope, would not prove the place of origin . o Marion of Paris, like 
Leeds in our own country, probably ran into the same difficulty over putting 
the postmark in the hole on the face of the cover (whether with stamps or not), 
and I venture the suggestion that the French idea died a natural death like the 
one in the United States. 
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Early California Covers 
By HARRY F. JEFFERYS 

As considerable interest is being hown at this time in early California 
mail, it may not be '' ·peaking out of turn'' to call attention to mail ome eighty 
years ago, as shown by the following covers : 

Coon Creek to l\Iaine with a stage coach on cover. 
Coon Creek with railroad train on cover and quotation ''In Hopes'' per 

overland. 
Kevada City to Northern Libertie .. , on cover a miner writing home. 
Red\l'OOd City, with stage coach on cover. 

PER 
OVERLAND 

MAIL 
\'J ~\ 

PLACERVILL: · 
\ > 

Salt t ake. 
Il!JnRAII ! 

But we mu't h•w~ 
the 
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Michigan Bluff, railroad train on cover. 
Los .Angeles, with stage coach on cover. 
Rattlesnake, Poverty Bar, Spani h Flat Mining Camp, Sutter Creek where 

gold was first found. 
1\1acDermott 's Bridge, established June 17th, 1854. Name changed to 

"Half Way House" and discontinued March 30th, 1860. 
Yankee Jims, Chinese Camp, Wells Fargo "over their California and 

Coast routes.'' · 

·. 

Tower City Mining Camp. Johnson's Ranch. 
Rabbit Town, later named ''La Porte.'' 

.• . . . 
~ .· \ .. 
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Fore t City, cover illustration, a rider on horseback delivering mail to 
miners. 

Mormon Island, Volcano, Grass Valley ''Paid 6. '' 
Marysville, with stage coach on cover. Marysville ''Forwarded by Evert 's 

Express from the Mines.' ' Marysville, r_.angton 's Pioneer Expres . 
Bottle Hill, Mountain Springs, Strawberry Va lley, Rough and Ready, 

Secret Ravine, Red Dog Mining Camp, Texas Hill, Dutch Flat, Mud Springs 
with a red "Mud Springs Hunter Express" postmark. Sonora, Pacific Ex­
press Company. 

Dallas, 'l'racy & Company Express and "Nez Perces" Express. 
California Overland on a United States flag covering entire envelope. 

Camptownville, Langton 's Pioneer Express and Pacific Express Company. 

. 
f 

I 

. ·.-' 

. ·;ffi '' ·~·cAj· 
''·~vJSr-~~ •. 

· . . lfu~ . 
. . . 
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Fort Larain e, Nevada 'rerritory to Diamond Eldorado County, California. 
Todds Valley, Stockton, Colloma, Sacramento City, Shasta Pacific Express 

and horseback rider on cover. 
Santa Barbara , with strip of four fiYe-cent 1857, double rate. 
San Jose, Yreka, Placerville " vV ells Fargo Express Placerville." 
Calusa, Petaluma, W eaverville, l\Iount Ophir, North San Juan, Santa Ro a, 

Downiville, l\1urphey 's, with cover illustration Franklin's printing press. 
Stockton, with a three-cent 1857 on front of envelope and a "Paste Back" 

Wells Fargo three-cent envelope pasted on back. Th e Government required 
the Express companies to use stamped envelopes. 

INE. 
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A few of the covers from San Francisco are as follow : 
To New York on Running Horse Pony Express envelope and hand stamped, 

"Central Overland, California and Pikes Peak Express Company via St. 
Joseph" franked with a twelve-cent 1 57. 

To Connecticut, ''Over outhern Expre s Stage Route, Exp re s rate six 
dollars ($6.00 ) ent overland, on account of lost steamer, Driver Killingsly." 

'fo France with a thirty-cent 1857; year dated 1861. 
To New York, Running Horse and one dollar ($1.00 ) . Pony Expre s ad-

hesive. 
'l'o New Jersey with a stage coach on cover. 
To Connecticut, Noisy Carrier. 'fo lVIaine, Noi y Carrier, a different design. 
To Germany via Lo Angele "Rio Vista" imprint, overland mail with a 

six horse team stage coach. 
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'l'o New York, "Mail Steamship" and 80 in rectangle, meaning forty cents 
to the isthmus and forty beyond. 

To San Francisco on a four-cent \¥ells Fargo envelope, ''Paid over all our 
lines within the United States.'' 

'l'o New York Boyd's City Express Post. 
To Illinois, Todd's and Bryan's Express. 
'l'o Connecticut, in red in cir cle, " H onolulu U. S. POST AGE PAID. " 
To Mormon I sland, Adams & Company E xpress. 
'l'o Philadelphia, with a twelve-cent bisect and '' 10 '' in a circle. 
To Vermont, a miner on a rock attacked by two bears and notation "In a 

tight place.'' 

? .. ~ 

;·.~·~~--



COLLECTORS CLUB PHIL A TELIST 19 
/~ (. I - f(::A kft. -(/ 5, 

~au__'l Id. !BrG 

~PUh-i--­
~~ ~:rv/e 

$~. ~9f 
.. 

, 

To New York, in a circle in r ed, " Honolulu Hawaiian Islands" with a five­
cent blue Hawaiian Islands and a twelve-cent 1851. 

To San J o e, Freeman & Company Express, on envelope is a locomotive 
with two freight cars. 

To San Francisco, J. Bamber & Company Contra Costa Express and hand 
stamped ''Answer by Bamber & Company 's Exp re s. '' 

The illustrations of stage coache are all different, from quite small to very 
large. 

I r egret that pace will not permit including many covers, such as with 
Pony Express adhesive tamp , explanation of the ''Noisy Carrier,'' rates in­
volved and notations on envelope. Our patient editor and readers must not be 
imposed upon. 
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Facts Wanted on the U. S. 1861 
Stamps 

By STEPHEN G. RICH 

For some four years pa t, the U. S. 1861 's have been under active discus­
sion, back and forth in various papers, among a number of very able students 
of this issue. Previous to this activity, certain articles dealing with some of 
the 1861 stamps have appeared in the CoLLECTOP.S CLUB PHILATELIST; the in­
formation in these has apparently not been taken into account by several of the 
later writers. 

'rb e time has come, and in fact came as early a 1944, when discussion needs 
to give place to specific statements by the informed students on the facts which 
we lack. If there is factual basis for their statements, it needs to be put on 
record. If there is no such basis, good method of intellectual workman hip and 
common honesty require that these variou persons state that their inference 
are only inferences or even hypotheses. 

Mo t of the needed facts deal primarily with the 1861 "Premieres 
Gri:ivures. '' 

Four writers, Messrs. Ashbrook, Brazer, Perry and Ward, all have written 
on the ba is of being sure that the 1861 Premieres Gravure were submitted in 
finished heet form to the Post Office Department at some time. '!'here is, how­
ever, a lamentable lack of published evidence to indicate such having been the 
case. It does not matter whether evidence shows that they were submitted with 
the bids, or just before the 1861 regular i sue appeared, or at some time in 
between. It makes not the . lightest difference whether one lone copy of one 
valne wa submitted or in official possession; or blocks, or sheet ; or several 
values. It will not do to leave the treatment on the "must have been submitted" 
basis-for all "mu t have been" arguments are notoriously fragile and normally 
are upset by facts discovered later. 

Messr . Brazer and Perry, in this connection, have built largely upon the 
old and unverified report that the copies of the Premieres Gravures now in 
philatelic hands came from those which had gone to postal administrations in 
Europe in 1861. We keep on hearing that the late J. M. Bartel or someone 
else bought a fine copy of the 30c or 90c Premiere Gravure, or some other value, 
from a dealer in Europe about 1900, and that the European dealer (whose name 
is never given) said it had come from ome official collection. W e really need 
definite evidence that the unnamed dealer's report i worthy of the slighte t 
credence. 

'l'he status of th e Premieres Gravures is likewise subject to the need for 
factR. \Ve have definite factual evidence that, except for the 10-cent value, they 
are not stamps, but e. says. It would therefore be mo t proper, and in fact is 
really urgent, that Mr. I-I. M. Clark should put on printed record in this or some 
other stamp journal, why, on the basis of what facts, he has declined to delete 
these essays from the catalogue . ow that Mr. Clark bas retired from the 
puhlisbing business, he bas the time to attend to this little task. 

Use of the term "essay" for the Premiere Gravures (always excepting 
the 10-cent value ) has been attacked by Mr. Ashbrook, and he has endeavored 
to introduce new terms. Up to July 1, 1946 he has however not deigned to 
give us any factual evidence that the term ''essay'' does not rightly apply. In 
fair play to all concerned, he may properly be asked to give us the full name, 
publiRher and date, of the dictionar~r upon which he has admitted in print he 
relied for declining to use the term '' essa:ir. '' The unabridged Webster dic­
tioml!'y, in all editions during at least the la t 20 year , gives the philatelic use 
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of th e term, as well as others. vVe are perforce led to suspect that unfortunately 
Mr. A hbrook used a condensed dictionary, one which did not give all the 
u Rges and meanings of each word. The absence of the philatelic meaning of 
" essay" from such a dictionary is, of course, without bearing upon the legit­
imaey of use of the term. In view of the large amount of controversy which 
Mr. Ash brook's attempt to change the t erminology has caused, it is particularly 
urgent that he should either sub tantiate bis case or gracefully admit he was 
wrong. 

Messrs. Ashbrook, Perry and \"Varel have also one r eally important but of 
fact to state. Mr. Brazer showed, before 1942, that th e 24c value definitely 
differs as between the Premiere Gravure and th e regularly issued stamps of 1861. 
He showed, in thi journal, that there wa a definite change in the die, in the 
shading in the ovals containing the numerals of value. 'l'be three tudents just 
namrd have entirely ignored this differ ence in all their discussions. No doubt 
some facts have led them to ignore the difference; but up to writing this article, 
Jnly 1, 1946, such facts are not on printed record. vVe urgently need their 
tatements on this matter, even if uch statements should have to be admissions 

of failure to give the needed attention to Mr. Brazer's results. 
Mr. H. M. Clark also needs to be in this particular matter, since his ascrip­

tion to the 24c Premiere Gravure of a date of is. ue is based upon examination 
of the Brooks 24c 1861 cover. The photograph of that cover, seen by me, clearly 
shows that the stamp is the regular issue 1861 stamp. 

vVe need, furthermore, from everyone involved, some facts to justify the 
ascription of the deep orange color of the 30c 1861 to the Premieres Gravures. 
Quite possibly this ascription is correct; but the factual basis for it has not, 
apparently, ever been put on printed record. There is little doubt that this 
deep shade 30-cent is at least an early printing; but its ascription to the Pre­
mieres Gravures definitely needs factual verification ere it can be regarded as 
esta bli heel or sound. 

One further tudy, of a more comprehensive nature than the treatment of 
thesl'l ~eparate facts, needs to be made and published. There is real need for a 
study of the papers of the Premiere Gravures and the early printings of the 
regnlar 1861 issue. An old statement keeps being used, apparently uncritically. 
That is to the effect that the Premieres Gravures can be told by the ''thin, semi­
transparent paper" on which they are printed. Yet there are used copies, 
showing full date of cancellation (so I am told ) of the regular i sue, on paper 
that is apparently identical with that of the Premieres Gravures, or is at least 
o close to it that it may be within the variation of one run of paper being made 

at the mill. Without the comprehensive tudy of papers in th e Premieres 
Gravures and the early printing of the regular 1861 stamps, we still lack one 
essential group of fact for proper understanding of these item~. 

To sum up: 
We need factual information, which ought to be supplied by the men who 

have made the most extensive studies of the 1861 U. S. stamps, on at least these 
aspect : 

1. Did any of the Premieres Gravures actually go into the keeping or 
possession of the Post Office Dept. at any time ? 

2. What is the real history of the copies of the Premieres Gravures ·- aew in 
phi latelic posses ion? 

3. What facts , if any, justify the continuance of listing of the Premieres 
Gravures as stamps in the standard catalogs ? 

4. What facts (if any) justify the attempt to use such terms as "sample 
label'' instead of ''essay'' for some of the Premieres Gravures ? 

5. For what factual or other reason have the differences between the 24c 
Premiere Gravure and the 24c regular 1 61 tamp, in actual design, been 
ignored by tudents of these issues since these differences were put on printed 
record before 1942 ? 
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6. Is the ascription of th e 30c deep orange to th e Premieres justified ? 
7. What are the fact. a to supposed or real differences of paper between 

the Premieres Gravures and early printing·s of the 186 l r egular issu e stamps? 
It is understood that in all this, the 10-cent Prernirre Gravure is an excep­

tion. W e know that the plate of the lOc Premiere Gravure was used for making 
actual stamps in the fall of 1861, as well as for the finisbed essays. Distinguish­
ing th e essays and the stamp in this value may turn out to be a separate and 
u etul piece of research for omeone to do and to publish . 

The purpose of this article is to bring out the need for the facts. It will 
have served its purpose effectively if, within a year or o, at least a majority 
of the needed fact are published. Th e various studen ts named herein ar e 
therefore, in conclusion, urged to publish th e facts for which r equest i here 
made. 
GENERAL STAMP COMPANY 
L. TANKEL, Prop. 

l 00 NASSAU STREET 

New York City 

* 

We carry a complete Line of 

20th Century and New Issues 
SELECT FROM THOUSANDS OF SETS IN STOCK 

ASK FOR DETAILS ON OUR NEW ISSUE SERVI CE 

Store open da ily from 9 A. M. to 7 P. M. 
SELL YOU R STAMPS IN THE NEW YORK MARKET 
through 

LICENSED AucTIO EERS 

W c arc not Stamp Dealers; but Licensed Auctioneers, under bond to the City of New 
York. As our business is limited to the sale of stamps for others than ourselves, on a 
strictly commission basis, our only interest lies in securing the highest possible prices for 
the owner. If you are considering selling your collection or holdings of stamps of any 
kind, let us handle them at auct ion for you. Immediate cash advances, up to $50,000.00, are 
always available, and desirable material can be depended upon to bring top market prices 
at our Sales. 

HUGH C. BARR, INc. 38 PARK ROW NEW YORK CITY 
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Geo. Washington's Correspondence 
Now at Mount Vernon and 

Privilege His Franl<lng 
By J OSEPI-I CARSON 

When George Washington died at Mount Vernon on December 14, 1799, 
there was on file there a great quantity of his correspondence and documents, 
both official and personal. Indeed so great was the accumulation that Wash­
ington contemplated the building of a fire-proof structure to house ii1em, but no 
positive evidence now exists that he carried th e thought into effect and he 
probably never did. The writer has been privileged on several occasions to 
examine what now remains of this correspondence at Mount Vernon or what, 
more accurately stated, has come back there as the gifts of generous donors, 
for literally all of this was removed and some even burned in a fire that occurred 
in the Alexandria warehouse in 1875. 

Washington was a man who enjoyed detail and was a master of it. He 
kept a careful diary, much of it still in existence, and his correspondence was 
vast. (1) His household accounts in his own beautiful hand when he was at 
Mount Vernon and in the hand of his secretary or a nephew when he was not, 
are models of painstaking accuracy, broken down in columnar form to minute 
detail. Many letters that be received he docketed personally in the manner of 
the times and folded so that the long side was upright. He did this with im­
portant letters, letters from friends, the letters from old soldiers and begging 
letters alike. 

By his will Washington, after giving his swords and other articles to old 
friends, gave to his widow a large lot of ground in Alexandria, his household 
and kitchen furniture, the liquors and groceries and a life estate of everything 
else with the following exception: 

"To my nephew Bushrod Washington , I give and bequeath a ll the Papers in 
my possession which relate to my Civil and Military Administration of the 
affairs of this Country;-! leave to him also such of my private Papers as are 
worth preserving; ... ". 

It will be remembered that he had no children and that his estate ultimately 
passed to educational institutions, to Mrs. Washington's grandchildren the two 
youngest of whom he had adopted and to the children of his brothers and 
sister. The Inventory and Appraisement of his estate makes no mention of his 
letters or papers either public or private. It is known that Mrs. Washington 
destroyed all her husband 's letters to her except two: one, his first letter to her 
as Mrs. Custis which she gave to her granddaughter Nellie Custis Lewis and the 
other, his letter announcing his appointment as Commander in Chief, and his 
going to Boston instead of r eturning to Mount Vernon (he was not back there 
for six years), which he gave to her grandson George Washington Parke 
Custis. (2 ) All these letters of course were hers to destroy-but how revealing 
they would have been had they been preserved. 

(1) Writings of W ashington from th e Original M a nuscript Sources, 1745-179 9 
J ohn C. Fitzpatrick , Editor 

Govt. print. off. 1931-1940 
The 37 volumes in thi s set conta in over 15,000 pages of l e tters and doc um e nts 

written by George Washington. Th e Editor estima t es that h e wrote between 
8, 000 and 10,000 diff e r e nt ite ms. 

(2) Prussing, Euge n e E. 
The Estate of George- W ashington, D eceased 

Little, Brown and Company, 1927 
Especially " Of th e literary r emains" pp. 14 5-1 53 . Th e whole book is e ntire ly 

fasc ina ting. 
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Mrs. Washington died May 22, 1 02, but twenty-nine months after her 
husband, and his n ephew Bushrod took p ossession of Mount Vernon as the 
devisee, and lived there until his death in 1829. It was this nephew who became 
a member of the Supreme Court of th e nited tates, and a truly gr eat justice 
he was ; but it was under him also that th e dispersal of th e correspondence at 
Mount Vernon occurred. The story is too lon g a on e to r ecount but th e indif­
fer ence and carelessness of a favorite neph ew makes it tragic. It must suffice 
to say that the great bulk of the letters and paper s r emain ed at Mount Vernon 
until Bushrod Washington and Jared Sparks, th e historian, tarted to work on 
them. That they were dispersed is clear but it is equally clear that many of 
them exist today, but not at Mount Vernon. (3 ) 

1. LETTERS AT MOUNT VERNON 

In examining the correspondence file at Mount Vernon, the writer has laid 
out twenty-three letters which were exhibited there during th e month of Janu­
ary and February, 1947, to show the postal usage. These cover are fairly 
repre entative of George Washington's private correspondence both in and 
out of him, but none of them show the franking ' 'On Public Service '' or equiva­
lent words. They are listed chronologically at the end of this article, and the 
illustrations are keyed to this list by their numbers. The earliest letter shown 
(No. 1 ) is dated August 21, 1776 and the name of the pot office "Upper 
Marlbo" is in manuscript in the upper left hand corner. It was written "To 
Mr . Washington in Philadelphia" and is from her son John Parke Custis. 

Evidently Custi believed that his moth er had the franking privilege as the 
General' wife, for he has written the ·word "Free" in the lower left hand 
corner. The Postma ter at Upper Marlborough however knew better, and he 
was quite right, for he cro sed out "Free" in red ink, writing in the upper right 
hand corner also in red '' 2.16. '' This was the rate in penny weights and grains 
(equivalent to 8 pence) as fixed by the Act of Parliament of 1765( 4 ) for a 
distance between 100 and 200 miles. 'fhis Act had in effect been re-enacted 
by the Resolve of the Continental Congress of July 26, 1775. (5 ) This is the 
only cover in the collection that paid postage. Of the remaining twenty-two 
covers, twenty are franked while two (Nos. 2 & 19) do not appear to have 
passed through the po ts. 

Cover number 3 marks the appearance in this collection of its earliest hand 
stamp, "Richmond, June 24" between single ruled lines. This was in 17 
and is followed by four other such straight line hand stamps: a similar one 
( o. 8), but in capital letter, of November 11 (1789 ) ; (No. 14) "RICHM'D 
March 1, 1796" between singl e rul ed lines; (No. 17 ) "RICHMOND, Oct 27, 
1797" between doubl e ruled lines ( the "Oct 27 , 1797" part of this is in italic ) ; 
and (No. 18) "RICHMOND, Nov 9 1797" between double ruled lines. All of 
them are stamped in black ink. 

In lightly smaller letter appear (No. 4 ) "FREDIJ3G. Jan l" (1788 ) ; 
(No. 5) "DUMFRIES July 20" (1789 ) ; (No. 6) "WILLIAMS BG Augy 9" 
(1789 ) and (No. 10 ) "ALEX FEB 3" (1792) . All in straight line in black. 

Numbers 7, 13 and 15 show the "Bi hop mark" of Philadelphia and are 
respectively "10 AU" (1789 ) ; "19 AP" (1794 .) and "4 JU" (1795 ?) . The 
first one is in black while the la t two are in a rusty or brownish black. Number 
9 show a straight line in black " EW-YORK * April * 11" (1790). 

(3) Ibid. pp. 145-147 

(4) 5 Ge o. III. C. 25 

(5) Ri ch , W esl ey Ever e tt 
Th e History of th e United States Post Office to the Y ear 1829 

Harvard University Press, 1924 p. 53 
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1.: •") c . ... I'\. u .. 

Mount Ve n1on Ladles Association 

3. " }lis Excell ency Gent Geo 'Vas hiug;ton Virgi nia F utrf u x County" 'rlth bla c k s traight 
Hue hand s tnutJ) " Ri c lunoncl June 24" and Juuul stnntt>ec}j "Free'' in bl.ack; in l\I SS. "pr 
Jtost." A beg·g hig let ter sigu ed Geo 'Vashin~-1011 antl dntecl at 'l 1nrboroug h N . C. June 20. 
T h e e ndorse rne nt in the laund of Gen eral '\V:aslaing·ton gh•es th e tlute of 1 7 88.. 'I'he J1und­
" ·riting of th e l et ter nntl cover is s inb---ularl y like 1hut of the Generul. 

More reddish brown in color is th e round post mark (No. 23 ) "ALEX. VA 
Nov 2" (1799). 'l'his one records an early use of the round mark, for pri.or 
to the turn of the century comparatively few towns had adopted that type, soon 
to become so common in di placing the straight line. 

Covers numbers 9, 13, 15 and 23 together with number 19 are all covers 
written by George W ashington , and all but the last are franked by him. (His 
franking privilege will be discussed later on in this article. ) Th e first two, the 
New York cover (No. 9) and the Philadelphia cover (No. 13) are both hand 
stamped " FREE " and franked in his hand " President U S." 

, . . 

' / 
'( <" :..,,...., ,.,z.~ 
/ ,,,..... 

.. _ - 9-

Moun t Vernon Ladles AssociaUon 

9. " David Stunrt Esqr to the e nre of fr icl1olson ' V illi:uusburg V irginia" franke d 
''President U . S." '\.Vith blnck strn i~;ht lin e hnnd stu rnr• "NE, V -YORJi: * A1>ril • 11" nnd 
bnntl stu1u1•etl "FR EE" in block, " ·Ith s n1u e 1>lnce null dnte n t h e:ul of lett er 1 ·700. E n t ire ly 
in t11e hnndn·rftlug of President Wnsl1in1;;ton inquiring " in ''rhnt ten11>er nnd s tate of 
uolitics yo u found the eount.-y-such htfor1untlo11 " 'oulcl be nhvuys satisfactory and 1.uay 
be very useful." S igne d " I :uu D en r S ir Your Obetl & affect Go "\V:.1 s hington." 
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Mount Vernon Ladles Association 

10. "Th e President of the U nJted Stutes at Phlludelt>ILlu" with bl:1 ck s trnlght line hnnd 
s tnmt> "ALEX FEB 3'" uncl iUS S. "Free.'' Dated nt the s ame 11lace Feby 1 1 71)2'. S igned 
by lais ne1>lle\v Bushrod 'Vnshin~--ton and d ealiug " •Ith n tres1>nss thnt occurred n t lUount 
Veruon. 

Mount Vernon Ladles Asscciatlon 

13. " Dnvid S tuart Esqr Georg·eTou ·n-Poton1:1 c or Ho1>e P nrk V irg·inin" " ' Ith rountl brO\\•n­
Jsh bloc k Philndel1>hia b:tnd s hunt> "lH A P " " ' Ith brO\VJt.lsh bluck hnnd stnn1p "FR EE"' 
nnd 1'1SS. in lo,-,·er left J1n1ul c orner "P-res ident U . S ." 'rl1i s ls n cover ht. the hnnd,vrltlng 
of General '\-V n s.hington nnd no yeur can tlt"flnitely b e n ss i!-,.,•ed to it.. It 1nay b e ren1arked 
that George "\Vnshlngto1• w rote u l e tter to J\Ir. Stuart fro1n Phll11del1>hin on the dnte of 
April 13, 1794. 
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Mount Vernon Ladles Association 

14. " The Pres ident of the U nltetl States Phllad e h>hln" with bla c k s traight line hand 
st.run11 b e tn·een st"rnlght lin es ''R.ICH l\l 'D lUnrch l, 1700" and bl:ack hnru],i s tnn1p "FREE .. ff 

The 'vord "Prh•nte" nuuenrs in lU SS . Dated at 1-li c luuond Feby. 29, 1 700. A ddressed to 
"D e ur U n c le" nnd s ig n e d " B . "\\Tas bing ton.'" Tl1i s " ·u s front his n e 11l1 e n · Bus hrod und i s 
regnrtling a c lnhu of t11e Pres id ent settl e <l b y Con11uiss ioncrs ai:•1•ointetl b y th e Court nnd 
s tntes the s .tei•s tnken t o c oll t•ct the an1oun.t due. It ucknon·l e tlgesi the r ece i11t o f hogs. 

Number 15 is a cover only and no definite date can be assigned to it al­
though at the day and month indicated, George W a hington wa in Philadelphia 
in all the years from 1793 to 1796, in clusive. That city was th en the capital 
and be was there of course as President. Th e cover however is franked " Free " 
and beneath it is" G. Wa bington." These words are in bis hand. This marks 
a departure from his more usual "Go ·washington " alth ou gh be seems to have 
had no rule as to tbi, . Number 23 written six weeks before his death is franked 
similarly in bis band but h ere he signs "Go Washington. " Th ese two cover s 
and other s the writer has seen do not bear out the statement of Mr. Edward 
Stern, who ays that W ashington "was not at all pleased with the word 
free." (6 ) The comparison here simply means that Washington had no set cus­
tom. P erhaps at time the working of his mind led him to consider the word 
'' Free'' as surplusage. 

Number 19 shows no postal u se but is inter esting from the fact that 
Washington in September , 1798 wrote from Mount Vernon to " Mr. Francis of 
Philadelphia now in the Federal City " meaning thereby the city bearing his 
own name. H ere is an instance wh ere he pecifically avoided using his name 
in connection with that city. An examination of these four covers (9, 13, 15 
and 23) in Washington ' hand r eveals th e fa ct that he franked them in the 

( 6) Ste rn , Edwa rd 
Hi s t o r y of th e " F ree Fra nkin g" of Mail in t h e U nited Sta t es 

N e w Y o rk , H . L . Lind q ui s t , 1 936 p. 2 
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Mount Vernon Ladles Asscclntlon 

16. urrhe Pres ident of the U nited S tates l\lount ·vcrnon," " · lt.h the "'01~d s " ·ritte n in 1\-ISS. 
" Dunt.fries 101:11 Augus t Free." ll:ated at Fredericks bu1·g .A u~..,1 s t 7th 1700. i,;,•·ued " Yr. 
nftectionute Ne1>l1e"• G. Le"·is," nckno"·letlging receipt of hi si uncle's letter. 

I 

,,! -·2 .;..­. ·,,,r~~a... 

) 

Mou nt Vernon Ladies Association 

2:l. "Colo Levin Pon•ell Loudoun County" togeth e r ,,.fth bro,,•nl s l1 blnck rottntl l1und stnn1p 
containing the " ·ords " Alex Va ov ~~ :uul 1'1SS. " Free" in uu1_•cr r ·ight l1:11ul c orner and 
In lo"Ter left hand corner " Free Go "\-Vas hlng·ton." Dntetl at " l\lount Vc1·11011 2d Novr 1799·." 
Both the CO'\' Cl" un.d letter ure in tl1e luaud"•ritlng\ of Genernl 'Vusl1ington. In the'. letter 
he orders n c utting box upon n ne'v cons truction thnt tl1e Gene rul l1n s just henrd that 
C olonel Powell bas . This letter was written jus t six w e eks before the G enerul 1lied. 



COLLECTORS C LU B PHILATELIST 29 
lower left hand corner and sealed them with r eel wax impressed with hi eal 
containing the cipher "G \V."(7) 

Finally, there is a letter (No. 6) elaborately addressed to "His Excellency 
Geo. Washington Esqr Pre ident of Congre s New York " dated July 27 , 1789. 
At that time he was President of the United States, not Congress (he never wa 
that ) , for he had taken office on March 4 of that year. 

2. WATER MARKS 

Full justice would not be done to these letter s were th ey not held up to the 
light and the water marks in th e various paper used, viewed and commented 
upon. 

Let it first be said that all of them are " laid " papers as distinguished from 
"wove." A discussion of what material " ·er e u. eel in making the paper s, how 
they were made, or indeed , ... hat a water mark is, lies beyond the scope of this 
article. 'l'bere is a huge literature on this subject. ( ) But it will be appropriate 
to indicate what is r evealed to the eye in some of th em. If the authenticity of a 
document ever be questioned, the water mark can be either confirmatory or 
damning. 

Of the e twenty-three letters all but two show water mark . Letter number 
1 is written on an English paper water marked with a ''Crown and G. R. ' ' for 
George Rex. In letter number 9 franked ''President U. S. '' it is inter esting 
to note that so long after the Revolution as 1790, \Vashington was using a paper 
water marked with the representation of Brittania, the royal Crovvn and the 
name of th e maker "L. Munn. " Jn another letter in the chronology appears 
the " ·ords "Brandywine J. G. & Co." showin g that this paper was made by 
Joshua Gilpin in a mill he established in 17 7 on Brandy"·ine creek above the 
present city of Wilmington. It was on the Brandy"·in e near Chadd's Ford 
that Washington on September 11, 1777 was defeated by Howe and, beaten 
again at Germantown, fell back on Valley Forg·e to spend that terrible winter 
of 1777-1778 there, whil e th e British occupied Philadelphia. In another paper 
used in 1796 appears "French 1794"; in another used in 179 appears "J. C. 
1796," and in another used in 179 appears "M. B. 1797." 

But th e most inter es ting of all these papers is the paper that Washington 
had made for his correspondence probably in 1792. His letter s in the chronology 
numbered 19 and 23 contain this water mark, which may be described a fol­
lows: Within a doubl e cir cle th e outer diameter of which is 31h inches, appear 
the word ''George Washington.'' In the center is a crude r epresentation of 
Libert~· dre sed in a flo" ·in g robe, and sitting on a plow. In her right hand she 
holds a staff on top of which i a cap or pileus, in her left she holds an olive 
branch or a sprig of foliage. At the top, outside th e circle, appears the Wash­
ington crest ''a raven with wings indorsed proper, issuing out of a ducal 
coronet, or." Above the Wa hington coat-of-arms, this cr est as in his bookplate 
is much more skillfully engraved but here the r epresentation to the casual 
observer might appear to be a phoenix arising from flames. (9 ) 

( 7 ) Lossing, B e n so n J. 
Th e Home of W ashington 

H ar tfo rd, A . S. Hale & Co ., 1870 p. 31 

(8) Hunter, Dard 
Pape rma kin g through Eiglite n C e ntu ri e s 

N. Y. Rudge , 1930 
Pape rma king: t h e Histor>· a nd T echniqu e of an An c ie nt C r a ft 

N. Y. Kn op f, 1943 
Som e N ote s on P a p e r n1aking 

12th Am e ri can Phi la t e li c Congress Ori gi n a l Pape rs, e t c . 
Boston ·ove m b e r 15-17 , 1946 p. 128 

(9) Lossing, B e n son J. 
Ut supr a pp. 27 , 3 62 
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Of this paper Washington purchased a very large amount for under date 
of November 10, 1792, ther e app Par. in his Book of Account. the following 
entry : 

" Contgt Exps pd Mr Levis for paper made by him p er Acct. 160.31" 

At this time Washington was President and was living in Philadelphia. 
An examination of th e Philadelphia Directories li ts no " Levis " in 1791, 1793 
or 1794, but the following appears in the 1795 Directory " William Levis paper 
maker 103 cross (north ) 'l'hird street." Hi. nam e does not appear in the 1796 
Directory but appears again in the 1797 Directory as "paper maker 6 North 
Eighth street . " It does not appear in th e 1798 Directory but appears again in 
the 1799 under the title ''paper warPhouse 80 Chestnut street ' ' and in the 1800 
Directory as "paper store 2 South Third str eet." 

It is fairly to be assumed that this paper bought from William Levis was 
for Washington 's correspondence, but th e amount paid raises the interesting 
que tion as to how much he r eally bought. It could have been a very large 
amount. (10 ) 

Of cour e, v\Tashington bought other paper from time to time as appears 
from his accounts, but none other apparently with his own 'rnter mark in it. 
In th e Inventory and Appraisement of his propert~r at Mount Vernon, there is 
listed a box containing t\vo paper molds and th e value put on the e was $25. 
While it cannot be definitely stated , it is probable that th ese were the molds 
for his own water marked paper. (11 ) They have disappeared. But Mount 
Vernon uses today in its correspondence a r Pplica of thi paper . 

3. THE FRANKING PRIVILEGE 

When it comes to tracing \Vashington 's franking privilege, one mu t quote 
from the laws that gave it birth. This makes for dry r eadin g but that is in­
evitable. At the same time it is interesting if followed closely. 

Ge-0rge Washington enjoyed the franking privilege in four differ ent ca­
pacities and by various enactments of law-as Commander-in-Chief of the 
Armies from 1775 to 1783; as a private citizen from 1784 to 1789 (including 
the period a pre ident of th e Con titutional Convention ) ; as president of the 
United States from 1789 to 1797 and again, as a private citizen from 1797 
until the time of his death two years later. As will be seen however the privilege 
in part of the latter period, ·was r estricted curiously enough to incoming letters. 

The :first period was provided for in a Resolve of the Continental Congre 
of November 10, 1775(12 ) which provided "that all letters to and from the 
Commander in Chief in the Continental army, pass and be carried free of po t­
age. '' The franking privilege in gen eral was enlarged in 1779 and part of 
General Washington's right might fairly though unnecessarily hav;e come 
within that Resolve of December 28, 1779 ( 13 ) which (inter alia ) provided that 
''all letters directed to general officers commanding in a separate department 
. .. be free." 

(10) Mr. Cha rles G. Stew a rt o f P hil a d elphia , a n expert in m a tters of p a p er a nd its 
us es, furnish es th ese figures. A ssuming th a t r a g p a p er w a s w o rth thirty cents a pound 
in 1792, it follows that a r ea m of p a p er c ut to a pproximate l y 9 b y 15 inc h es w ould 
w eigh 11 pounds. This w ould m ean th a t W ashington purc h ased 48 8 / 10 r eams of a t o tal 
w eight o f 5 37 pounds or 23,500 shee t s, a case o f p a p er in o th er w o rd s. 

After Mrs. W a shingto n's d eath , a n a u c tion sal e w as h eld of so m e of th e househ old 
effec ts ; a mong th em 11 r eams of p a p er in e l e v e n separa t e l o ts . On th e a v er a g e this 
paper brought a fraction o f a c ent und er t h irty c ents a p ound. Prussing, Eugen e E. Ut 
supra p. 453 

(11 Pruss ing, Eugen e E. U t su p r a p . 416 

(12) U. S. Continenta l Congre ss. .Jo urna l s o r th e Co ntinen tal congress. W a shington 
U . S. G ovt. print. o ff . 1 904- 37 V o l. 3 : 3 45 

(1 3 ) Ibid. V. 15: 141 5 
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The privilege was enlarged again in 17 82 and again Washington's cor­
r e pondence was fairly within th e terms of the new enactment. Thi was the 
Resolve of October 18, 1782 (14 ) which provided "that letter s, packets, and 
despatches ... to and fi·orn the Comm ander in chief of the armies of these 
United States, or command er of a separate army, . .. on piiblic service, shall 
pa s and be carried free of postage.'' 

As to the second period, after Washin gton's r esignation as Commander­
in- Chief which occurred on December 23, 17 3, the Congres. was not too prompt 
in acting. It was not until April 28, 1784( 15 ) that it acted, but in acting· then, 
it was barely appreciative and p:enerous no~ at all. And this was resolved: 

"Wh er eas by the ordinance for regulating the post office of the United 
States of America, passed the 1 th day of October, 17 8 2, it is ordained, that 
lett e r s, packets and despatches to a nd from the commander in ch ief of the 
a rmies of these United States, on publi c servi ce, shall pass and be carried free 
of pos tage : Au d whereas there is r eason to apprehend that the numerous 
letters and packets addressed to the late comma nder in chief of the a rmies of 
these United States, in consequence of hi s la t e comman d , an d on matters 
foreign to his private concern s, will s ubject him to an expence in pos tage, 
which it would be improper and unreasonable h e should bear. Resolved, That 
all letters a nd pack ets to and from the late commander in chief of the armies 
of th e United States, shall pass and be carried fr ee of postage until the further 
order s of Congress; a nd that the pos tmas te r gen eral be, a nd h e is hereby 
directed to r efund to the said late commander in chie f all monies pa id by him 
for t h e postage of letters and pack ets sin ce th e time of hi s r esignation. " 

Thi Resolve was moved by Mr. H and (16 ) of P ennsylvania and seconded 
by Mr. M'Henry(17

) of Maryland. A careful sear ch does 11 ot reveal that 
·washin gton was ever r eimbursed and it is to bP presumed that he was not. 

·washington had just served £or seven year s as Command er-in-Chief without 
compensation and had in so doin g cr eated a new nation. Later on W ellington 
served the British for a seven year period ending in 1815. H e had been 
signall~r successful in preserving an old nation in the Penin. ular Campaign, in 
r ecognition of which parliament i:nanted him £500,000 to be followed by £200,000 
more after the victor)' over 1 apoleon at W aterl oo. 'fh e co ntrast is tartling. 
"Republics are ungrateful " sa~·s some unidentified person , but that is the way 
and perhap the best way of republics. 

In the period when Washin gton was President, Congress adopted the r egu­
lations of th e post-office '' as th y last were under the resolutions and ordi­
nances" of the Continental Congress, by an Act dated September 22, 1789 (18 ) 

(14) Ibid. V. 23: 678 

(15) Ibid. V. 26: 314 (quoted h oweve r f r o m J o urnal of th e U nited Sta t es in Con ­
gress Asse mbl ed Vol. IX: 1 82 -3 P hilade lphia, John Dunlap (17 84) 

(16) Ed ward Hand, born in ll'e l a nd , was a docto r b y profess i o n . At th e outbreak 
of th e R evo lu t i on, h e beca m e a Li euten a nt-Colo n e l a nd r ose to become a Brigadier­
Ge n er a l of the lin e, a nd in 17 80 b eca m e Adjutant-Gen er a l of th e armies. 

(17) J ames M'Henry was a l so born in Ire l a nd and a l so a doc tor und er th e tutelage of 
Dr. B enjam in Rush of Phi l adelphia. J-l e j o in ed Washington at Cambridge in 1776 a nd 
later b ecam e s u rgeo n to th e 5th P ennsylvania Battalion. H e was captured by the B riti sh 
and upo n hi s ex c h a nge in 177 8 becam e Washington's pri va t e secretary until h e j oined 
Lafayette's staff in 17 80. Subsequ entl y, h e was a m embe 1· from Maryland of the Co n sti­
tutional onvention, a nd wRs appo in ted by Washington as hi s second Secretary of W ar 
to succeed Timothy Pick ering, who b ecame Sec r e tary of St ate. 

( 1 8) Th e Statutes at l arge of t h e U nit ed Stat es of Am eri ca, etc. Boston ; Washington , 
D. C. 1845-. C h a p . 16 sec. 1, 1 tat. 70 
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continued by the Acts of Augu t 4, 1790 (19 ) and March 3, 1791. (20 ) In ad­
dition Congress provided in the Act of February 20, 1792 (2 1 ) (extended by the 
Act of May 8, 1794 (22 )) that all letter and packets to or from the President 
. . . of the United States ''shall be r eceived and conveyed by post, free of 
postage.'' 

On March 3, 1797 (23 ), the day before ·w ashington r etired from the presi­
denc~r, Congress passed an Act "That 1111 letters and packets to George Wash­
ington, now President of the United States, after the expiration of his term of 
office and during his life shall be r eceived and conveyed b,v post, free of post­
age." But it was not until the Act of March 2, 1799 (24 ) that letters and packets 
from the ex-president passed free of charge, although the words of the Act 
sugge t that Congress believed he. alread:' enjoyed the privilege on the letters 
he wrote. 'l'hese words are '' 'l'hat all letters and packets to and from George 
Washington shall continue to be received and conveyed by post, free of postage." 
Perhap. it i not surprising· that on August 23, 1797, and prior to the date of 
this last Act, Washington wrote from Mount Vernon to Colonel Clement Biddle 
m Philadelphia 

" I presume when the Congress exempted me from postage of letters it was 
intended I should be placed on the ground I formerly tood; that is that letters 
to a n d from me should pass free: if it is not so understood and you are charged 
postage for the letters I address to you it is my d esire that this postage should 
be paid at my cost as it was not my intention for the trifling and troublesome 
business you transact for m e to saddle you therewith." 

But occasionall~r ·washington did pa~' postaf:!·e as President, for in his 
Household Account Book appears this entry for June 12, 1796 

"pd postage of a letter to N. York from the P. to M. de Liancourt .60" (25) 

And again on the 22nd of June 

"pd for postage of a letter to printers at Winchester .27" 

It is to be conjectured "why?" 
Finally, by the Act of April 3, 1800 (2G) Martha \Vashington \YaS given the 

priYilege of the frank for both outgoing· as well as incoming letter and packet . 
An examination of any large collection of \Vashington 's letters, and there 

are several, most certainly would reveal modes of franking employed by him 
other than are exhibited here. Th ese particular letters how what he did in 
domestic correspondence, and what in turn his friends and the members of hi 
family did. It is around this small packet of letters that this article ha been 
written: letters of slight moment in context perhaps, but of interest a intimately 
touching the life of the first president over a span of twenty-three years. (27 ) 

(19) Ibid. 1 Stat. li8 

(20) Ibid. 1 Stat. 218 

(21) Ibid. C h ap. 7 sec. 19; 1 St:it. 237 

(22) Ibid. C h ap. 22 sec. 19; l Stat. 361 

(23) Ibid . Chap. 19 sec. 9; 1 Sta t. 512 

(24) Ibid. Chap. 43 sec. 17; t Stat. 737 

(25) M. d e Lian co urt was the Fre nc h traYeller and writer better known as the 
Due d e la Roc h e foucauld. 

(26) Th e Statutes at large (ut supra) Chap. 18; 2 Stat . 19 

(27) Thanks are du e to the Library of Co ngress , Fre e Library of Philad e lphia, Mount 
V e rnon Ladies' Assoc iation, and the National Arc hiv es for invaluabl e assistance in the 
pre paration of this paper. 
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' OTE: Other covers m entioned l>Ut not illustrated are more fully de~cribed here. 

1. "To iUrs. "\,Vus hlngton In Phlladelpbha.'' iUurked In iUSS. "Upper lUnrlbo Augr 23d" 
The lUSS. word "Free" Is d efucetl In red Ink nntl 2'.16 (two i>enny weight sixteen grain& 
equival-ent to S penee or 16 cents) tulded in TC(l ink. Front John Parke C ustis to hi s 
111other announcing the birt.h of ltis daughter on August 211, 1776. 

!:. " His Excellency Genl 'Vns ltlngton nt lfendquurters." r.rbis letter is dnte'l Alexandria 
23d of Feby 1779 and ls from his nepl1ew G. Lewis resigning his eommlsslo1~ in the nr1ny 
on account of ill ltenlth co1111Jiued n •1tl1 'vhnt is obvious ly uique. 'Vhen th.is letter 'vns 
recei,•ed, "Headquarters" ''' US at lUidtllebrook (no'v Bountl Brook, Ne'v Jersey). o 
i1ostul use is lndleuted. 

4. "His Excellency General "\.VnshJngton 1'tount Vernon" lVith black straight line hand 
s tam11 "FREDBG. JAN. 1" tlutetl Dec. 1:~. 1788 s igned John Lewis acknowledging letter of 
Dece1nber 8 nntl dealing ''rf.th lnntl s ales . 

5 . " His Excelleney Genl "\,Vns hlni,,--ton Preshlent of the U nited Stutes New York" with' 
blu c k straight line hnntl stru1111 " D !UFRIE July 20." Dated ut the same i1luce and day 
Jn 1789 and signed Richard Graham. Deullng with lands on the Little Kunuwn 
[Kanawha] river settled by old s oldiers . Dumfries Is between JUount Vernon and Freder­
icksburg. 

6. "His Excellency Geo. "\,Vushlngton Esqr Presid e nt of Congress New York" with black 
s trulght line hnml stamp '"'VILJ,JAlUSBG AUGY 9'' an<l lurnd stnm11ed "FREE" In black. 
Duted at Jmnes C ity County Virginia 2'7th July 178 1), signed J,eond Henley .Juul" nsklngt 
for a loan of £;{00. 

7. " 'l, lte President of the U nited States en· York" ''•Ith Tound bluek hand s tuu1p "10 AU" 
and hund stum11ed "FRE·E" In black. Dated Pllilada Aui.--t ll>th 1789. S igned Henry Hill 
and ex11resslng s atisfaction at comnlisslon Issued to iUr. JUeredlth. 

• "'l'o Thq President of the U nited Stutes New York" with black straight line hand 
stnn11> "RICH1'10ND NOV 11'' bet,veen 1u1rullel lines tnul J1nud stun11>ed " FREE" in black. 
Dnted 'Vestn1orelnnd, Nov 4t11 1789. Sig·ned W. Du'\\'SOn usklng nus\vers to Interrogatories 
' ' indi c ating hi s conduct us 1nnnnger of nu estate. 

11. "'l'he President of the U nitetl Stutes Philudel11hlu." Dated nt JUount Vernon lllny 28, 
171)2. Signed by his niece Hurriot "\,Vashlngton ruul a s king her unele to give h<tr a 
guittnr nntl sending love to "Aunt 'Vnsbington." This is not n uos tnl u se .. 

12. " 'I1be President of the Unitetl Stutes Philndelphin" " ' Ith 1'ISS. "Free." Dated at 
Fredericksburg JV.ove1uber the 10, 1793. S igne d " I ant :llonor' d U ncle Your uffect'lonn'"fe 
Neice llnrriot '\.Vas tLi.nb--ton" ncknonrl e (]g·ing lier uncle's letter of Se1•ternber 25 and thank­
ing· 111111 for tl1e n1oney be seut her. Slte refers also to the yellonr fe-ver in Phihtdelphin. 

15. " .Dur\\·e ll Bassett Esgr at Elthn1n. in Ne 'v I{.ent C it V irginia" togetl1er ,,•Ith a round! 
PILilndel1.>hln J1untl s tnn1.1> in rus ty black "4 J U" ft•anketl "Fr ee" ''G. 'Vas lLhtb""'"ion .. " Tb.JS 
cover is in the Ju111d,vritiug of G·eneral "\-Vashington and no l e tter ncco1111.•nnies it. It is 
tl1erefore in11.1ossible to tletern1in.e the exa ct date. Bur'\\1ell Bassett the elder died in 
.Juuunry 17SJ3, so tlu1t thi s eo"\rer enclosetl n letter, possibly " ' ritten to hi s son of the s :nne 
n:une, \vh e n General '\.Vn s hiug·ton '\Vas in PJLilnd-elphiu .us h e '\VUfS on June 4th in the 
yenrs 1793, 94-, 95 and 00. 

17'.. "George "\Vushin~--ton Es ra o f lUount Vernon Fairfax County" ,,·-Ith black str:lfg·l1t lln.e 
hand sta1u11 b e tn•een double lin es " R.ICHlUO T-o , O c t 27, 1797" and l1and stun1p e cl "FREE" 
in bl:1 c k. Dated •'Riclul Oct. 2". 97." .A.ddressed to " Dear n c le" antl s ignccl " B. Wa s h­
i n gton" nns\\1erh1g· the Ge n eral's letter of the 23 r1l about n 11ros 1.1ec..--t lve cook l\lrs . Forbes. 

18. "Georg·e 'Vns hiugton Esq. of ~lount ' ' eruou Fairfax County" 'vith blac k struig bt 
line hn1ul stu n•[> b et \\·een doubl e lines "RIC1-ll\1-0N D, Nov 9 17H'7" n1ul blu c k lunul s t:.nnu 
·"FR EE." Dutetl at " Rf c hd :Tov S, 07 .. " .A ddressed to " Dcnr U ncle'' :11ul s ig·u e d b y J1i s 
ne11he'v " Il. '~'n shing-to11" r e p orting on l\lrs . Forbes '\\'110 is " " ·e ll a c quainte d '\vith cookery 
•uul •.. cu 1u1bt e of o rdering & setti ng· out a tnble .. " He s a ys s l1 e does not exi•ect to e at " ' itb 
tl1e fa n1il y. 

19. " lUr. John F -rnnc is of P hil:ule luhin 11on' in t h e "Federal City" "F:u roretl by A l ex. 
, \-.. hite Esq" da ted :rt l\loun.t Vernon lUtl1 Se t•· 1798. r11 hi s c over ancl l e tter nre entirely 
in t h e lunuln·r -itin;;; of Genern l ' V nsh _iug;tou. 'rl1 e l ette r s 1•enks of hi s intention to builtl 
t n ·o llonses on uu elevated lot uot f:ir fro n1 the Cnuitul. ''I ce1·tainly s hnll co nq•lete t b e111 
Jn thne for Congress n s I arn never long· in executing; n 1nens ure I l1nve once resotye~ 
on." It g·oes 011. to s p e :tk of the 1•Ja11 autl s u~·g·ests tl1nt fro111 it lUr. Fra n cis cnn for n i: 
an opinion as to tlLe nu111ber of bonrt1 c I·s they cn n :tcconu11otl:1te. These J1 o u ses " ·ere built. 
Tl1e Congress first s:.1t in 'V:t s hing;ton in Nove1ubc r , 1800. 'l1 h ey ,,·ere burnetl ,,·h ell' t h e 
British occuuietl 'Vas l1in g ton ht 1814. 

20. "To Gen eral Geori::e 'Va s hin:~~;ton lUount Vernon Fnirf a x Coun t"y" " · i t h i\I SS. "G los t er 
Co House. "Fr ee" "Post." J) ate d a t "Glo u cester Co nn t-,• Nove rnber l(ith 17U8." Sign e tl b y 
"Pbilitl Rootes" 'vho '\\7 :t S tlis:q•tlOinted in uot see i11 g tJ1 e Gen eral so1ne thue n go at lllount 
Ve1·11011.. He s t• e nks of ]1is father serving in 1 ·757 :nul 1758 iu the '\var be"tn·eeu France und 
Great Britniu "culled by son1 e t11e old Irulian '\Vnr" and h e llo 11es tJ1e General can s u1.lply 
.a certificate to s u1_11>01·t hi s c lnin1 for c on11•e n sntion for t h e (leceuscd's se·n rices. 
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21. "His E::11:celle n ey General W:1 s l1ington Co1nnuuul er in C hi ef etc etc l\lount Vernon." 
Tlte '-vord Free ap11e a1·s in l\IS S . und t l1 e ,,·ord Pl1i l:ule l11hi:t l1:1 s b een stri cken out nntl 
Iount Ve1·nouJ insertetl. Datetl :tt "l\lidtlleto"·n 20 D ecerulJer 1 708 ." S ignetl by "'Vilhn 

Cnn1.ube H" ,,·)lo 1·egrets t hnt the Gen ernl's ra111 and st1·an· 111a c hine is sti ll ·in l\liclfll eto" 'n. 
H e l1011es to 1·eturn it in tl1e e:n·l y s u1u1u e1· . li e S J)C:tks of tl1e in,·e ntion of u ground 
borer to dig uost holes;, :nul Jaoues that p ence 1n:1y be 1n·escrvecl. 

22.. "Hi s Excellency George ' Vashlngton :it l\Iount Vern o n ," ht lllSS. "Cnbe ll s b111·g 24 Dc<'­
D " nnd also in l\ISS. "P:tid 2()" ''":for"·a1·d e •l" "Fre e " "~lai'I." 'l'l1c 1\lSS . "20"' h:1 s apuarent1y 
b een ''Tritten over "40." Datetl ut "Cabellsburg Virga A 1nl1erst Coy Dee . 214 9 8 ." S ig u e tl 
"D:n7i<l S . G nilnntl" ,,-ho a sks for h1fo1·n1ntiou about hnuls bet\veen tl1e Great J<.nnlunva 
nntl S :nuly Run set n11nrt for ofUcers :nut s oltli e ·t·s. ;\. postscri 1-,t to t.he l etter s nys "A 
letter b y post to C:.abbelsburg Pos t Office " Till naeet " '·itll u rently Couveynn ee." 
Postgae Dues Used As Postage 
Stamps 
By E. F. H URT 

We know that under certain circumstances-either due to the non-existence 
of special adhe ive Postage Due labels or to temporary lack of such ''po tage'' 
tamp have been used, either with or without ome additional urcharge, for the 

indication of po ta()'e hort, plus fine for underpayment or nonpayment. But it 
is not generally known that "Po. tage Due" stamps have been officially used for 
the collection of postage without a fin e. 

An example of uch a usage has recently come to my notice. This con its 
of a cover posted from Pitcairn I land in April 1926 (before, of cour se, Pitcairn 
had any stamps of its own) and addressed to England. 'fhe cover bears a two­
line marking as illu. trated here. reading ''POSTED IN PITCAIRr I NO 
ST AMPS AVAILABLE.'' 

The cover arrived in London on fay 31st. where it r eceived two markings 
(1 ) the " 1l/2d/ F.B." (indi cating postage to be paid applied b~r the Foreign 
Branch and (2) a small official ·hecker 's circular nrnrk. which hawed official 
approval of the charge of actual postage that " ·ould have been paid, had stamps 
been available in Pitcairn , and not a double postao·e rate, i. e. a ':fine' of 3d., as 
would have been the case had the sender omitted to stamp the letter when 
stamps were available. 

'J'h e letter then went on to its destination at Hocbester, Kent, where the 
Post Office have affixed a 1hd green and a 1d red current postage due duly 
cancelled with the date stamp of June 1st. 'fh ese postage clues therefore only 
represent actual postage which , by special consideration, is allowed to be paid by 
the addressee instead of the sender. 

This is an intere ting idelight on the use of the po tage due stamps, as 
well as, so far as I know, being the first recorded example of a special marking 
of the above nature for Pitcairn. 
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Board of Governors 
SPECIAL MEETING BEL]) JANUARY 8 , 1947 

A s pecia l meetin g of the Board of Governors was h eld on W ednesda y, J a nuary 
8, 1947 immediately afte r t h e Annual m ee ting for th e purpose of e lection of Officers 
for the ensuing year . 

Present : Messr s. R. S. Bohn, F. R. Bruns, Jr ., E . E. Elkins, J. S. Glaser , R. L. 
Graha m , Jr. , A. F . Lichten stein , M. Johnson , T. E . Steinway, H. G. Zer vas. 

Mr. Grah am , in movin g t h e nomination of Mr. Zervas fo r Presiden t for a nother 
year, pointed out t h a t the Club, as ever yone well knows , is approachin g a very im­
porta nt year and th a t it is essentia l to h ave a t its h e lm a m a n of hi s exp erien ce and 
capability as shown by previous r ecord. This nomination was seconded a nd closed , 
and Mr. Zervas w as thus e lected Presiden t for 1947 , which h e accepted, for "one 
more year ." 

Mr. Ste in way m a d e a mo tion nominating the r em a ining offi cers to succeed 
them selves for the sam e te rm of one yea r. Thus, th e nomination being seconded and 
closed , Messr s. Robert L. Gra h a m , Jr. , Fra nklin R. Bruns, Jr., a nd Edwin E. Elkins 
w er e elected: Vi ce Presiden t, Secr e t a ry a nd Treasurer, r espectively. 

The Presiden t a nnounced tha t h e will a ppoint his committees la ter. 
The Meetin g a djourned a bout 9.45 P. M. 

MEETING OF JANUARY 8, 1947 

A regular meeting of the Board of Governors was h eld on Wednesday, January 
8, 1947 immediately after the special r eorganization m eeting, in place of the one 
otherwise scheduled for January 2 2, 1947 . 

MIThIBERSHIP REPORT: 

Upon motion, duly made , seconded and unanimously carried, Messrs. W. R. 
R ankin and John Boyce w ere elected members, subject to approval of the admissions 
committee. 



36 COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
The resignations of Ray S. Clark, Nonresident and Theodore C. Newman, resi­
dent class were accepted. 

Charles Lott was transferred from Resident to Nonresident classification. 
The President reported that Mr. Robert A. Wiener has offered his services as 

Auditor, which offer was accepted. 
The President also announced that Herbert Bloch has volunteered to do the 

appraisal of the Club collections, in collaboration with two other men. Messrs. 
Eugene Costales and George B. Sloane were s u ggested. It was the opinion that we 
would probably have to wait until after the 1947 Centenary show because of lack 
of time by the dealers at this particular moment. 

The Secretary reported on the Klein Library which he said consisted of about 
19 individual bookcases with 4 to 6 tiers each. It was moved, seconded and carried 
that the Secretary thank Mrs . K lein profoundly for her offer which the Club cannot 
consider at this time. 

The meeting adjourned at about 10.30 P. M. 

MINUTES OF THE B OARD OF GOVERNORS HELD ON OCTOBE R 23, 1946 

A regular meeting of the Board of Governors was held Wednesday, October 23, 
1946, at 8 P. M. 

Present: President H. G. Zervas, and Messrs. F. R. Bruns, Jr., A. W. Deas, J. S. 
Glaser R. L. Graham, Jr. , M. J ohnson , C. A. Smeltzer and T. E. Steinway. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, with a few corrections, were approved and 
accepted as read. 

ARISI NG F R Ol\'.I P R E VIOUS l\'.IEE'L"ING 

Re: P urch ase of Sale : 

It was reported that the Philatelic Foundation has agreed to purchase the Club 
safe (now being rented by t h at organization) at a fee of $50. , which t r ansaction was 
approved by the Board. 

R e: H u berich Legacy : 
It was moved, seconded and unanimously car ried that the Western representative 

of T. E. Steinway Company (Mr. Roman Majewski ) be d uly authorized to confer on 
behalf of The Collectors Club with the representative of the Estate of Victor Huberich 
to urge the transfer of the legacy to The Collectors Club, and to receive same and 
forward to the Club if h e is able to obtain said legacy, consisting of a Bolivia collec­
tion of the Five Centavo Green. 

R e: Golden Jubilee of t h e Cl ub: 
Discussing this matter further, it was moved, seconded and unanimously carried 

to abandon the banquet, previously p lanned for this occasion, but that this fun ction 
be properly celebrated at the Club quarters. The President is to appoint a committee 
to work up a suitab le program for that occasion. It was also agreed to have a plaque 
similar to that presented to Mr. Lindquist, prepared for Walter S. Scott, containing 
the signatures of the Board members and otherwise engrossed. Mr. Scott is to be 
invited to r eceive it on this occasion or it is to b e handed to his proxy in case Mr. 
Scott is unable to attend. 

R e: 1 9 4 7 Progr am: 
Discussion of this subject was had and t h e Secretary was requested to contact 

all Boa rd members urging them to send in their s u ggestions of possible exhibitors 
for the next season. 

Re: An:lendmen ts: 
Counsel Graham reported the result of discussion with President Zervas and the 

Trustees regarding the increase of Board members to fifteen. Mr. Graham then pre­
sented for approval of the Board the two amendments, one to the Certificate of 
Incorporation and the other to the Constitution an d By-Laws; (copies of both at­
tached to these minutes, together with notices to members). It was moved, seconded 
and unanimously carried that both amendments be approved by the Board, and the 
Secretary was instructed to mail a copy of them, together with a notice of the m eeting, 
scheduled for December 4th to all Resident members at least fifteen days prior to the 
meeting and to post these amendments on the Bulletin Board thirty days prior to the 
meeting. 
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Re: Study Groups: 
The President reported h aving met, together with Messrs. Graham and Bruns, 

with the Representative of each Study Group in an effort to work out .some mutual 
benefits through the meetings of t h ese g r oups at the Club , as the existing arrange­
ment up to t h e present time, had not work ed out as well as expected. 

The r esult of this meeting was 1) the discu ssion of possible material of their 
members for membership in The Collectors Club. That s u ch material should be 
studied by th e Club's Public Relations Committee with possible invitation to them 
for attending meetings with possible results of their becoming m embers. 2) That 
t h e gro ups would submit contributi ons in the form of articles to the Collector s Club 
Philatelist, with reprints to be furnish ed to the groups for their members. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

The Treasurer r eported the Club's fin a nces which was accepted with thanks. 
The Treasurer a lso reported the names of members still in arrears with dues, a ltho ugh 
numero us reminder s have been sent them. 

The House Committee Chairman reported repair of windows in the Luff room 
including window stripping. 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT: 

Upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried , the following candi­
dates were e lected to membership. 

R esident over 35 : 
Lou is Staub, New York city, by R. S. Bohn , J. S. Glaser 
Carl H. Schmidt, New York City, by G. Mozian , S. Barrett 
Peter G. Keller, New York City, by R. L. Graham, H. Z. Zervas 

Nonresident U . S.: 
Dr. Victor Jordan, Jr., Evansville, Ind., by Dr. J . C. Rogers, H. A . Meyers 
Ben Reeves, Chicago, Ill. , by S. G. Rich, H. A. Meyers 
Haydn Myer, Birmingham, Ala. , by Geo. Malpass, V. L. MacBride 
Pau l Fernald, Geneva, Ill. , by C. W. H ennan, C. A. Smeltzer 

Foreign: 
A. Ch ester Beatty, London, England, by A. F. Lichtenstein, F. Godden 

R e : Club Brochure : 
The Secretary reported completion of the Club Brochure which has been set up 

after having been approved by the Presid ent. It will be illustrated with Club pictures. 

R e: Club collections for exhibitions: 
The Board voted unanimously to hav e club collections prepared fo r showing at 

the various philatelic exhibitions. In this connection, the President appointed Mr. 
W. S. Boggs as Chairman of a committee to select such pages from the different col­
lections as may prove of interest for this purpose. Mr. Elliott Perry as member of 
this committee will work with Mr. Boggs so that the latter may receive the benefit 
of exper ience from Mr. Perry. 

Re: Nomjnating Conu:n.ittee : 
The President appointed the following nominating committee: 

Chairman, Sydney F. Barrett, W. S. Boggs, Julian Gros, Sydney Jalkut, Gregory 
Mozian. 

R e : CM cago Gold l\feclal : 
The President reported r eceipt of a Gold Medal from the Chicago Philatelic 

Society for exhibiting sixty pages of The Canada Collection. 
The meeting adjourned at 10:30 P. M. 

R espec tfully submitted, 

FRANKLIN R. BRUNS, JR., Secretary. 

MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 27, 1946 BOARD MEETING 

Regular meeting of the Board of Governors of The Collectors Club was held on 
Wednesday, November 27, at 5: 00 P . M., in the Governors Room. 

(Continued on page VIII.) 
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MINUTES OF BOARD l\ffiETING HELD SEPTEMBER 25, 1946 

Regular meeting of the Board of Governors was held on Wed., September 26, 
1946, at 5 P. M., instead of 8. 

Present: President H. G. Zervas; Messrs. F. R. Bruns, E. E. Elkins, G. R. M. 
Ewing, J . S. Glaser, R. L. Graham, Jr., A. F. Lichtenstein, M. Johnson . 

The minutes of June 26th were read and approved. 

ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 

Re: Safe release by Philatelic Foundation awaiting action from Foundation. 

Re: Huberich Legacy of Five Centavo Green, First Issue. 
This matter was referred to Mr. Steinway for contact with the estate in Cali­

fornia in an effort to hasten delivery of the collection legacy. 

Re: Club Golden Anniversary. 
The Committee, consisting of Messrs. Graham, Lindquist and Steinway will 

discuss this matter with the PRESIDENT at a meeting scheduled for Wednesday, 
October 9th, so that concrete plans will be presented to the Board at its meeting on 
October 23rd. 

Re: Aero Philatelists, Inc. 
It was reported that House Privileges had been granted to the Aero Philatelists, 

a study group, and that a copy of our invitation to them has been returned, properly 
signed, for our files. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Reports 
The Chairman of the House Committee reported the house in good condition, 

having had several repairs made in the meeting and Luff room. The report was 
accepted. 

The Treasurer presented his report on the Club's finances and in connection 
with the arrear of dues it was decided to write such members another reminder 
before taking any further action. The report was accepted. 

Membershlp R eport 
The following applications were acted upon and the candidates were elected to 

membership upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried. 

Resident over 3 5 
Franc Ritter, Pt. Washington, N. Y. by R. S. Bohn; Wm. Young. Bernard Fink, 

Brooklyn, N. Y. by R. S. Bohn; H. Goodkind. John J . Britt, New York City by R. S. 
Bohn ; J. S. Glaser. Stanley R. Rice, New York City by H. Goodkind; R. S. Bohn. 

Resident under 3 5 
Wm. J. Thompson, Jr., New York City by J. C. Martin; P. Robbins. 

Nonresident U. S. 
Lee H. Hill, Jr., Ithaca, N. Y. by H. G. Zervas; F. R. Bruns. Irwin 0. Wolf, Jr., 

Pittsburgh, Pa. by A. Levitt; Sy Colby. James A. Urquhart, Carlsbad, Calif. by H. L. 
Lindquist; F. R. Bruns. Bernard Ahman, Jr. , Baltimore, Md. by Paul Eisel; G. H. 
Kille. Edw. L. Willard, State College, Pa. by H. C. Musser; C. Pelander. Fernando 
Zobel-Montojo , Cambridge, Mass. by W. Meyerson; D. C. Meyerson. 

Foreign Reinstatement 
Josef Niedermaier, Munchen, Germany. Marcel E. Levy, St. Germain en Laye, 

France. 

LOSS THROUGH DEATH 
Alfred Weinberger, New York City; F. T. Norris, Bay City, Mich.; Benjamin 

Goodfellow, London, England; George C. Ginn, London, England. 

Library Report 
The PRESIDE T as Chairman of the Library Committee, reported progress in 

the work done by Miss Ripple but that he has not had a chance to review the work 
thoroughly enough to make a definite statement as to whether or not the present ar­
rangement with her should continue after the expiration of another month. Mr. 
Zervas stated that the Library is in great need of a paid librarian. 

Re: Appointment of Public R elations Committee 
The PRESIDENT appointed Mr. Robert L. Graham, Jr., Chairman of the Public 

Relations Committee of the Club with Mr. R. S. Bohn as member thereof, with the 
privilege to Mr. Graham to appoint any otber members as he sees fit. 
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Re : Work by Study Groups 
The PRESIDENT, VICE-PRESIDENT and SECRETARY agreed to meet with 

a vi~w of determining the benefits received from each study group, and report to 
the Board their findings and recommendations. 

Re: 1947 Pl'ogram 
The PRESIDENT referred to next year's meetings, stressing the fact that the 

entire Board of Governors should participate in working out the program in order to 
make it one of the outstanding in the history of the Club. This is especially im­
portant because of the 1947 Show which will bring a good many members and 
visitors from foreign countries as well as from other parts of the United States. It 
was suggested that an endeavor must be made to secure not only outstanding ex­
hibits, but that the owners of such exhibits should be present to talk about them. 
The exhibit should, if possible, be shown in the wall fram es of the Club, affording the 
audience a better view and examination of the material. 

Correspondence 
A letter from the 12th American Philatelic Congress, requesting Club material 

from the Pack collection for exhibition, was read and referred to Mr. Bruns for reply. 
It was the consensus of opinion of the members present that 12 pages, as requested, 
could never adequately show this material and that at least thirty pages would be 
required. It was to be pointed out to the Congress that the Club does not feel that 
it should make any appropriations for defraying expenses connected with the showing 
of such complimentary exhibits. 

Re: Club Amendments 
The PRESIDENT discussed the advisability of increasing the number of mem­

bers of Governors so as to give the Board the benefit of the ideas and work of some 
of the more active Club members. It was moved, seconded and unanimously carried 
that two amendments be submitted to the members at a regular meeting night as 
follows : and such notice to be sent to all Resident members at least fifteen days 
before the scheduled meeting. 

TO RESIDENT MEMBERS OF THE COLLECTORS CLUB: 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 

It is becoming more and more apparent that The Collectors Club is attaining 
its proper position as the leading stamp club in this country. It is recognizing its 
position as the leader in this field and assuming its responsibility in encouraging and 
assisting other clubs dedicated to the advancement of philately. 

You have placed in your Board of Governors the obligation to develop the policy 
and the affairs of our Club in a manner commensurate with the important position 
that the Club has assumed. To adequately carry out this responsibility the Board 
of Governors must be of sufficient size to permit the inclusion among its members 
of those who have acquired valued experience in the administration of the Club's 
affairs, as well as those among the Club membership generally, who have proven 
through their energy, their ability, and their interest in Club matters, their value as 
future leaders. In other words, the Club's position requires the infusion of new 
ideas and new energy, mellowed by the experience of the present and the past. 

For this reason the Board is asking you to amend the Certificate of Incorporation 
and the Constitution and By-Laws of the Club to make possible au increase in the 
number of Governors from twelve to fifteen. Thus, we may assure to the Club the 
inclusion of such men as are from time to time appointed as Trustees, and at the 
same time add such members as you select from among our membership to serve 
on the Board of Governors. 

Under the provisions of the New York Law it becomes necessary to undertake 
certain formal procedure to amend the Certificate of Incorporation to permit such 
an increase on the Board of Governors. While we are in the process of amending the 
Certificate of Incorporation it is considered by the Board advisable to rephrase the 
statement of purposes contained therein. The proposed rewording of this statement 
of purposes in no way curtails the present operations of the Club-on the contrary, 
in the Board's opinion, it more clearly sets forth the Club's functions to enlarge its 
operations to an extent commensurate with the position of preeminence which the 
Club has acquired. 

It is for these reasons that the Board will submit to you for your consideration 
and vote the proposals set forth hereinafter-

A. To amend the Certificate of Incorporation, and 
B. The Constitution and By-Laws (Such amendment to the Constitution and 

By-Laws to take effect only in the event and on the occasion of the approval of the 
proposed changes in the Certificate of Incorporation by a Justice of the New York 
Supreme Court and its acceptance and filing by the Secretary of State of the State 
of New York). 
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PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the said amendments to the Certificate of Incorpo­
ration and the Constitution and By-Laws will be submitted for your consideration 
and vote at a regular meeting of The Collectors Club , to be held in the Club house at 
22 East 35th Street, ew York City, at 8:00 P. M. , on October , 1946. 

The said proposed amendments are as follows: 
Amend the Constitution as follows: 
Title of Article III to read: "Governors and Trustees." 
Article III, Section 2, to read : "The Board of Governors shall consist of fifteen 

members ; twelve of whom are resident members in good standing, to be elected 
in classes of four each year, to serve for a period of three years; and the three 
Trustees." 

Article III, Section 7, to read: "The Board of Governors shall have the power 
and authority to r eceive and hold by purchase, grant, gift , deed of trust, or devise, 
r eal and personal property for and in the name of th e Club ; and the Board may 
appoint three ( 3) Trustees for any or all of the property of th e Club and confer 
upon such Trustees as much of the powers and obliga tions of the Governors in 
relation to the care, custody or management of such property as may be deemed 
advisable. Any such transfer of Club proper~y shall first be approved by a majority 
vote of those Club members present at any m eeting called for that purpose, where 
due notice has been given as required by the Constitution and By-Laws. In the event 
of any such transfer of Club property to the Trustees, the Board shall be required 
to have appointed at all times during the term of such trust three ( 3) Trustees, each 
to S6rve for a term of five ( 5) years, or until his successor is appointed. Any Trustee, 
however, may be reappointed for as many terms or successive terms as the Board may 
see fit, and may be removed from office, with or without cause, by a two-thirds vote 
of the· whole Board of Governors. 

Article III, Section 8, (a new section) to read: The Trustees shall be selected 
from among the members in good standing of The Collectors Club, irrespective of 
whether or not they are officers or regularly elected or appointed members of the 
Board of Governors. Trustees are expected to attend r egular and special meetings 
of the Board of Governors , with the same rights, privileges, duties and obligations as 
the other regularly elected or appointed members of the Board of Governors." 

Proposed Am endment to Certificate of Incorporation. 
The particular purposes and powers of the Club are to promote interest in and 

knowledge of Philately, among its members and the public generally-through the 
encouragement of philatelic research- through the exchange of information with 
other philatelic organizations , and among its own members at regular meetings for 
this purpose in the Club's m eeting rooms-through the preparation and distribution 
of philatelic literature and periodicals-through the maintenance of a philatelic libra­
ry and reading rooms-through the maintenance of a laboratory with appropriate ma­
chinery for the examination and study of philatelic material ;-through the acquisition 
and maintenance of a Clubhouse to house all the facilities-through making available 
certain of its facilities, under supervision, to other and acceptable organizations dedi­
cated to the study of postage stamps- through the holding of public and priva te 
stamp exhibitions- through co-operation and advice to assist schools , hospitals and 
similar institutions in the organization and conduct of stamp clubs, and in the 
instruction of philatelic matters , parti cularly with a view to enla r ging and developing 
the cultural and historical aspects of philately; the proceeds ther efrom not to be 
paid in dividends for th e benefit of a ny person or corporation, but to be applied by 
the directors for the improvement and maintenance of its aforesaid facilities, and 
for the general advancem ent of phila te ly ; and to receive and bold by grant, gift , 
purchase, deed of gift or devise, and to dispose of a nd convey any r eal or personal 
property, subject to such limitations as the la w !'nay prescribe and as these purposes 
may r equire for th e ben efit of the m e mbers , bu t in no instance for pecuniary profit. 

The number of directors sha ll be not less than nine nor more than fifteen, and 
by a two-thirds vote of th e whole number of directors they may appoint three trustees, 
of any or all of the property of the corporation, and may confer upon such trustees 
such of the powers, duties or obligations of th e directors , in r elation to the care, 
interest and management of such property, as may he deemed advisa ble,- such 
trustees shall be three in number and serve for such t erm or terms as designated by 
the directors, the directors having the power to r emove any trustee from office at any 
time with, or without, cause. 

This notice is sent to you by direction of your President, Hans G. Zervas, 
Secretary Franklin R. Bruns, Jr. , and the Boa rd of Governors. 

Sincer ely yours, 

G:M 

ROBERT L. GRAHAM, JR. 
Counsel 
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AUCTION 

PRIVATE SALE 

We are in the market for very 

fine U. S. and Foreign material, 

either on or off cover. Immedi­

ate cash is available for worth­

while properties. We will either 

pu rchase your collection out­

right or advance a substantial 

amount against sale at auction. 

If necessary we will travel any 

distance to view a sizeable col­

lection or accumulation . Hold­

ings worth $10,000 and over 

preferred. 

A. P. S. S. P.A. 

JOHN A. FOX 
11 6 NASSAU STREET 

NEW YORK 7 , N . Y. 
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COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST III 
Tops in U. S. Albums 

Scott's 1947 NATIONAL 

LOOSE-LEAF, in green fabrikoid hinged-post binder * * * 
Spaces for al I major varieties and revenues as I isted in 

Scott's 1947 Standard Catalogue * * * Catalogue number 

in each space*** Heavy grade, quality paper*** Printed 

on one side only * * * Hundreds of i I lustrations * * * 
Price, $10. 

Order today from your dealer 

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, INC. 

I West 47th Street, New York 19, N. Y. 



IV OOLLEOTORS OLUB PHIL ATE LIST 
" .... ~ -····~--- ~:. ~ ---~-~ 

Highest Prices Paid for Stamps 

in Superb Condition!! 

1 ) Old Swiss (Blocks, strips, 

rare cancellations, etc. ) 

2 ) Large speciali%ed collec­

tions of classic IMPER­

FORATES 

3 ) Covers tn exceptionally 

fine condition ( 1843-

1870 ) 

~ ....... 
E. LUDER & CO. Bahnhofstrasse 76 ZURICH 

Switzerland 



COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST v 
Boston Auction Sales 

I hold auctions regularly in Boston, and would he 
glad to send my Catalogues to any Collector applying 
for them. 

I am always in the market for collections, U. S. or B. N. A., which 
I will buy for cash outright, or sell at private sale, or at auction on a. 
commission basis. If desired, a liberal advance against pending sales 
will be allowed on any desirable items. 

DANIEL F. KELLEHER 
7 Water Street Room 404 Boston, Mass. 
France and Colonies 
still the specialty of 

NASSAU STAMP COMPANY 

If you wish to be kept informed : 

If you want to bring your collection 
up to date 

If you would like to receive our 
occasional publications, li ts, etc. : 

COMMU ICATE WITH US 

Our concern, keeping an up to 
date complete stock, i to serve the 
collector. 

NASSAU STAMP COMPANY 

~r~ RAOUL L ESGOR ~~~ 
68 Nassau St., New York 7, N. Y. 
FOR YOUR 

SPECIAL NEEDS 
SOMETIME every collector wants 

some special service. He wants to 
sell his collection for the best pos­

sible price; he wants to buy a great 
rarity or an unusual group of stamps, 
not to be found in dealers' regular 
stocks ; he wants reliable information 
about his philatelic affairs. Just such 
srevice is the sole function of J . C. 
Morgenthau & Co., Inc. The company 
has nothing to sell; it acts, on commis­
mission, for collectors who wish to add 
to their collections or dispose of them 
in whole or in part. Collections for 
disposal a re examined without cost 
(except postage) to the owner and 
commissions ar e charged only on com­
pleted transactions. If you want to buy 
or sell . . . 

Always Ask Morgenthau 

J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., INC. 
( Subs idia ry of Scott Stamp ~ Coin Co. !tee.) 

West 47th St. , New York, N. Y. 



VI COLLECTORS CLUB P HILATE L I ST 
WE CARRY BRITISH EMPIRE EXCLUSIVELY 
Our stock, one of the most comprehensive in the country, offers you the 

opportunity to select what you need in British in singles or sets, mint or 

used. Your wants will receive careful attention. For satisfaction the 

" Equitable Way,'' send in your want list today. 

Equitable Stamp Company, 505 5th Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 
Regular Monthly Auction Sales 

* 
Three Days' Sale Each Month 

(1800 LOTS) 

Catalogue Free Upon Request. 

We provide every possible serv­
ice including appraisal, exper tiz­
ing, and cash in advance. 

Lots will be car efully described. 

* 
BILLIG & llICH 

55 W. 42 STREE T , ROOM 680· 1 

NE W YORK 18, N. Y . 

Su ec in lists & Exu erts fo r F ore ig n Stamps. 
0 Ter 25 Y ears in Bus iness. 

Phone PEnnsylvania 6-7637 
I

CRYSTAL-MOUNTS 

A beautiful , safe , inexpensive 

protecting mount for stamps , 

blocks and covers. Used by 

thousands of collectors . Made 

of sparkling crystal -clear cel ­

lulose acetate , approved for 

safety by U. S. Bureau of 

Standards . Trial -order " As­

sorted Package , 60c" from 

your favorite dealer , or send 

to us for free samples. 

CUTS and FOLDS TO 

FIT ALL SIZES 

H. E. HAllBIS & CO. 

8 Tr ansit Building, Boston 17, Mass. 
 

THE NEW ISSUE SERVICE I 
PARTICULARS FREE 

SPECIAL 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

A ll business correspondence and the New Issue S ervice w ill 
be carried on at the following address until furthe r notice: 

Y. Q., ROTHERFIELD, SUSSEX Phone: Rotherfield 153 

My Stran d Office is still o p en and a good stock and wid e ran ge of B r itish a nd 
British Colon ials is a v a ilable f or filli n g in wan ts and missin g varieties . 

Business As U s ual in Spite of 

R. R 0 B ER TS Dealer In Rare Stamps 
. PHONE-TEMPLE BAR 28 88 Importer of ?\ew Iss ues 

Reduced Staff _

1
430, STRAND, W. C. 2 
CABLES- EXSTAMPUS, LONDON 



COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST VII 
CONSIGNMENTS SOLICITED 
I Arn Prepared to Sell 

For You 
-at­

PUBLIC AUC'l'ION 
Any Philatelic Property 

Such As 

Stan1ps. Covers, Franks, 
Autograpbs, Books, etc. 

The charges are fair, and re­
sults of sales show satisfac­
tory prices . If you have a 
large collection, or single 
items of merit, I shall be 
pleased to have you get in 
touch with me. 

s 
VERY FINE NEWFOUNDLAND 
Block l\lint Use<l 

1946 PROVI IONAL 

268 2c on 30c ___ $ .60 $ .15 $ .20 

1942-3 RE-ISSUE 
25 -67 lc-4 c ___ 9.60 2.40 2.00 

1943 MEM:ORJAL COLLEGE • 
257 30c Carmine 1.60 .40 .30 

1941 G1rnNFELL 
252 5c Blue ____ .60 .15 .12 

1939 WAR PROYISIO ALS 

250-1 2c & 4c on 5c 1. 0 .45 .45 

1939 RoYAL Vrsrr 
249 5c Blue ____ . 0 .20 .20 

.All 16 Above ____ $15.00 $3.75 $3.25 

J. N. SISSONS 
204 Glenrose Ave., Toronto, Canada 
Italian 
Retail 

Stamps 
Catalog 

1862-1941 Issues 

DE LUXE EDITION 

Italy & Colonies, San Marino 
Vatican City - 142 pages, 
300 illustrations, 1000 offers. 
Price: 5oc refunded with first 
minimum $5 . order. Postage: 
roe extra. 

D~ S~ BOLAFFI 
§§1 Fifth Ave. ,A 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 
In Continental Europe:. 

Ditta A. B olaffi - Turin, Nor th Italy 

ESTABLISHED 1894 
AUCTION SALES 
At Th e 

COLLECTORS CLUB 

in N ew York 

• 
We will be happy to 

communicate with col­
lectors desiring to take 
advantage of the pres­
ent h igh market. 

• 
Write for Catalogs to 

Laurence & Stryker 
7 East 42nd St., New York 17, N. Y. 



VIII C O LLE C T ORS C L UB PHI LA T E LIST 
MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 2 7 , 1946 BOARD MEETING 

(Continued from page 37 .) 

The m eeting was called to order by Vice President Gra ham in the absence of the 
President, due to the r ecent death of his wife . Ther e w er e present : Messr s. Graham, 
Bruns, E lkins , Glaser, Lich tens tein, a nd Bohn. 

The act of Mrs . Andrews in sending flow ers in the name of the Board on t h e 
occasion of t h e passing of Mrs . Zervas w a s r a tified by the Board of Governors, who 
expressed their d eep sympathy for the Presiden t on the occasion of his loss. 

Old B usiness : Final plans for t h e Golden Jubilee wer e disc ussed by Mr. Graham who 
called upon Mr. Bohn to ass ist him. A Scroll honoring W a lter S . Scott was voted 
upon to be presented on tha t date. 

R.e : Huberich Legacy 
It was r eported that t he collection will soon be in the Club's hands due to th e 

kind coopera tion of T . E. Steinway. 

New Business: 

R e : Hugh M. Cla rk Resignation 
The Secretary pr esented the r esignation from t h e Board submitted by Hugh M. 

Clark, due to ill heal th. After du e consid eration the m embers present a ccepted this 
r esignation with deep r egre t and the Secreta r y was instruct ed to inform Mr. Clark 
t h e Board Members' hope tha t w h en h e comes back to N ew York h e will be with them 
again . The m ember s also expressed a g r eat personal loss as w ell a s that inflicted on 
the Club itse lf . The lette r should incorpora te the hope tha t upon his r eturn in. Spring 
it is hoped that h e will again t a k e up his interrupted duties as a m ember em eritus. 

Upon motion duly m a d e, seconded and unanimously carried , Mr. Richard S. 
Bohn was selected as a m ember of t h e Board to se rve for th e unexpired t erm of Mr. 
Clark , upon recommendation of Mr. Glaser . 

l\'IEl\IBER SHIP R EPORT 
The following candidates were elect ed to m embership upon motion m a d e, sec­

onded a nd una ni mous ly carried . 

Res. under 35 : 
John G. Zervas, New York City, by H. G. Zervas, Julian Gros 
Chas. S. Lasky, J a ma ica , N. Y., by M. A. Adams , S. F . Rich 

Non-residen t : 
Leonard J. Turley, Louisville, Ky., by J . C. Rogers, H . A . Meyers 
L eo Au gus t , Newa rk, N . J ., by H . L . Lindquist, P. H . Thorp 
Sa muel Au gus t , Newark, N . J ., by H. L . Lindquis t , P . H . Thorp 
J ohn Knox, Seattle, W a sh., by H enry Friedma n , E . E. Elkins 
L ester Gla ss, Philadelphia, P a ., by V . Domanski, E . Apfelba um 
Mortimer Kaufm a nn, H a mpt on , N . J ., by S. Barrett , Edw. Stern 
Fra nk Plowma n, Sta mford, Conn., by S. Barr e t t, Edw. Stern 
Sidney F . H ell er, New London, Conn., by Max Joh!, H. L . Lin d qu ist 
Fred L . Scholl, Syracuse, N . Y., by H . Dunsmoor , R . L a u rence 
Arthur Rydquis t , Detroit, Mich ., by S. S. J a lku t, C. P e lander 

Death N. R. : 
Ba sil G. Butler , Rich m ond, Va . 

Re : 1947 Program 
The Progam Ch a irma n , Mr . E lki ns , d iscussed t h e 1 947 meeting schedule which 

was a lmost complete, and i t was defin i tely established t hat each Governor take care 
of one m eeting at least duri ng the season with t h e printed program in dicating the 
Govern or or m em ber responsible for the m eeting. 

Meeting adjou rned at 7 P . M. 

R espectfully submitted, 

FRANKLIN R. BRUNS, J R., Secre tary. 



LONDON 
AND NOW 

PHILADELPHIA 
Philadelphia is one of the great cities and stamp markets of the world. 

It is our pleasure to announce that we have established there the Ameri­
can branch of our business, at No. 721 Widener Building, in the very 
heart of town. 

Through our American Branch we will offer all those services which 

collectors over here enjoyed so fully before the war. Cash purchases, 
private treaty and auction sales will be arranged. Our office at Widener 
Building will be used to distribute our publications throughout North 
America. 

American clients will have full opportunity to bid in both our Phila­
delphia and London sales. They ~ill thus have the pick of both 
markets, and whether buying or selling they wil} be assured the best 

possible net results. 

The Philadelphia office will be in charge of Arthur Pierce, of Haddon­
field, N cw Jersey, well known American philatelist and philatelic writer. 
He will have the assistance of his wife, Margaret, and you can count 

upon them both for courtesy and service. 

Whether it be in the echo of Big Ben's chimes, or in the shadow of 
Billy Penn's hat, the Robson Lowe organization is ready to help you 
make stamp collecting a pleasanter and more profitable pastime. 

ROBSON LOWE 
LTD. 

SO PALL MALL 
LONDON, S.W.1 

ENGLAND 

Cables "STAMPS LONDON" 

INC. 

721 WIDENER BLDG. 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

LI. S. A. 

.. Telephone "LOCUST 4·1367" 

"WHEN YOU THINK OF STAMPS, 

THINK OF LOWE" 



Auctions Speak Louder Than Words 
The finest recommendation for an auction house is the con­

tinual flow of fine collections through their sales. 

The important "narned" collections below were all sold by 
H. R. Harmer, Inc. during their 1946-47 season. 

"R. K. ALRRIGHT" UNITED STATES; "JULIAN A. GREGORY" UNITED 
STATES AND GENERAL; "GEORGE J. BAUER" UNITED STATES AND 
GENERAL; "PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT" FOURTH AND FINAL PORTION; 
"LATE MONSIGNOR F. F. KAUP" GENERAL; "NICOLAS PERREE" 
FRANCE AND COLONIES; "SOL VAN PRAAG" GENERAL. 

Smaller collections, general and specialized were sold on behalf 
of the following: 

Russell S. Fowler, H. H. Appel, Mrs. Schuyler Lott, Donald 
W. Partridge, E. L. Browne, Roy !V. Trickey, Estates of Rear­
A dmiral A. B. Randall, General Nels on. 

Among un-named properties which comprised complete auc­
tions, there were Selected British Colonies, Specialized British 
Empire, General Collection. 

The Private Treaty Department was also very active dispos­
ing of the following important properties. 

The Eugene Klein Stock, Collections of British Empire at 
$5500, $5400, Belgium $1000, Netherlands $550, United States 
$6000, $1500,$1200,$1000,$400,$335. 
TWO WHOLESALE PROPERTIES WERE ROJ,D AT $29,000 AND $17,600 
INDIVIDUAL PIRCES WERE PLACED AT $3250, $525, $400, $375, 3365 

I 

CONSEQUENTLY, if you want satisfaction in selling write 
to H. R. Harmer, Inc., the International Auctioneers with a per­
sonal service. Request booklet: ."Concerning Your Stamps" which 
details fully the many unique advantages of selling through H. R. 
Harmer, Inc. 

EQUALLY, if you wish to purchase fine stamps at fair prices, 
request catalogues. They are gratis and post-paid. Fully illus­
trated and accurate descriptions. 

D. R. HARMER~ INC. 
International Stamp Auctioneers 

32 East 57th Sireei9 New York 229 New York 

Plaza 3-6482 




