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U.S. Army Post Offices in Egypt dunn! World War Ii 

Richard S. Wilson, ESC 230 

INTRODUCTION 
In the summer of 2014 I decided to look into U.S. Army post offices (APOs) in Egypt during World War H. I 
hadn't bothered with this interesting area before but covers were mostly modestly priced and were available 
from several Internet dealers and on el3ay. In addition, a number of dealers at the stamp shows carried these 
covers while few had Egyptian material. The Carter publication Numbered Army & Air Force Post Office 
Locations, 7th  Edition is essential for the locations of the APOs but it had very little about the postmarks. 
Engel 's A.P. 0. Cover Catalogue, issued in 1947, made a connection between some of the datestamps and the 
APOs but it was not a satisfactory, up-to-date source. However, it gave me a start as it illustrated a few of the 
cancels along with the APOs that used them. 

I would appreciate receiving any corrections, additional data, and scans of covers confirming the use of the 
postmarks at particular locations and, in turn, I will provide you updated tables and any other new 
information I come across. Please send it to dadul@verizon.net. 

WW2 NOTES 
As early as November 1940 the United States had a military presence in Egypt. Prior to Pearl Harbor the U.S. 
Army Air Forces (USAAF) had advisers, representatives and observers attached to the U. S. legation in 
Cairo. In late 1941 a military mission headquarters was established in Cairo to coordinate lend-lease and 
other aid with Great Britain and the Soviet Union. On 13 June 1942 the U.S. North African Mission in Cairo 
and the Iranian Mission in Baghdad were absorbed by the newly created U.S. Army Forces in the Middle 
East (USAFIME), a stronger command and control organization. Late June saw the creation of USAMEAF 
(U.S. Army Middle East Air Force). On 12 November USAMEAF was redesignated the 9°  Air Force in 
recognition of the fact that U.S. ground combat troops would not be taking part in operations in Egypt and 
Libya. By that time Operation Torch, the Anglo-American invasion of French North Africa, had commenced 
on 8 November. The 9th  Air Force was transferred to England on 25 November 1943 to prepare for the 
coming invasion of France. 

The first USAAF unit to arrive in Egypt and the Middle East was the Halverson Provisional Detachment 
(HALPRO) Bombardment Squadron. Consisting of twenty-four B-24 heavy bombers HALPRO arrived on 2 
June 1942 at Fayid, Egypt. Its first bombing raid on Axis targets took off on June 12, 1942 against the oil 
refinery at Ploesti, Romania. On June 15 another mission was carried out against the Italian fleet 220 miles 
east of Malta. Following these raids and as additional air and its ground support arrived the USAAF 
cooperated closely with the Royal Air Force (RAF) and the British 8°  Army in bombing and strafing 
missions against the Italo-German forces, supply lines, and ships in the Mediterranean Sea and the Western 
Desert in Egypt and Libya. However, the total contribution of the Americans accounted for only about ten 
percent of the assets and sorties flown by the combined Allied air forces. By year's end the 9th  Air Force was 
attacking targets in Tunisia, Italy and Crete from bases in Egypt and Libya and by 12 February 1943 the Axis 
powers were cleared out of Libya thus ending Mussolini's dream of an Italian African empire. The Axis 
forces surrendered in Tunisia on 13 May 1943. 

ARMY POST OFFICE (APO) LOCATIONS 
Table 1, APO Locations of US Forces in Egypt WW 11, lists details of the various post offices including the 
type of cancellation, location, and opening and closing dates of operations in Egypt. More details about these 
APOs may be found in Carter. 
Seventeen U.S. Army Post Offices have been identified as having operated in Egypt as well as one Base Post 

Office (no cancels reported). They are APO 485, 486, 498, 616, 626, 678, 681, 

. 

683, 684, 685, 686, 696, 785, 786, 787, 788, and American Base Forces APO 

It 81i, t-i 814. I don't have information about the datestamps used at three of these 
APOs. They are listed as being in operation from two weeks to less than six 
months. Cancels are not known from the 8°  Base Post Office but there is at 
least one informational handstamp (see figure 1). Eight APOs were reassigned 
to Cairo from Iran and Bahrain in the December 1945 to April 1946 period but 

- - are believed to have been inactive and held in reserve pending discontinuance. 
Figiirc 1 
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They are APOs 523, 535, 680, 795, 797, 799, 816, and 824. 

The first APO to arrive in Egypt was American Base Forces APO 814 on 25 June 1942 but it closed less than 
two months later on 12 August and was replaced by APO 616 that opened 27 July. Additional APOs were 
established over the ensuing year as more American aircraft and support troops arrived from the United 
States, Eritrea and Libya. In addition, a number of APOs ceased operations in Egypt as they were relocated 
to Libya, Palestine, and England making some of their stays in Egypt only a matter of months. 

Four temporaty or transit Army post offices have been identified with the forces in Egypt.. These numbers 
were assigned to individuals or units in transit from the United States to their permanent stations. Once the 
troops arrived they would use the APO number assigned. The TPOs used datestamps without an Army post 
office number or, in the case of a machine cancel, just the killer wave lines. Thus the only way to identify a 
cover from a TPO is through the return address. 

DATESTAMPS 
I have recorded and numbered twenty-five different variations of the handstamps used by the APOs in Egypt 
as shown in Table 2. APO numbers in boldface have been confirmed as being used in that specific APO. The 
unconfirmed APOs are believed to have used that particular datestainp but have yet to be verified. All are 
single circles except HS-1, which is a double circle or ring and no killer bars. This is found on the back of 
registered mail. The others measure between 30mm and 34mm in diameter with a four bar killer or 
obliterator. There are six groupings of these duplex cancels: 

Double-ring, no killer bars (HS- I), 
Single-ring with station and APO number (l-IS-5), 
No APO number (HS-lo to 19), 
APO number within the date and time slugs (14S-20-25), 
APO number at ring bottom and within the date and time slugs (HS-27) and, 
APO number at ring bottom with 3 or 4 line date and time (HS-30-39). 

Some of the differences between the various postmarks are minor as illustrated in Group 2 where the spacing 
on the sides of the APO is different (HS-14 - HS-15). In other cases there may be different arrangements of 
the three- or four-line date slugs, perhaps caused by the failure of the postal clerk to insert the time of day 
slugs in the appropriate place (or leaving it out completely making a gap or blank space). While some of 
these may be the same physical CDS, in any case I consider each one to be a different cancel. Black ink was 
used for all of the cancels although HS-37 is also known in blue (HS-37A). 

Group 2 datestamps do not include any APO number. The numbers were ordered removed by a directive 
from the War Department beginning July 1, 1942, supposedly as a security measure. However, this doesn't 
make a whole lot of sense, as the APO number is included in the sender's return address. On 15 March 1943 
(I have also seen 9 and 10 March) the order was reversed with Postal Circular 16, Headquarters, Services of 
Supply, European Theater of Operations, U.S. Army. Carter states that the first number to reappear was that 
of APO 887 on 17 March. 

There were two hand-operated cancelling machines used by the APOs in Egypt that were issued to postal 
units serving at least 7,500 personnel. The first (PMC-1), Pitney-Bowes Universal Machine Model K, had a 
postmark die measuring 20mm. in diameter with seven wavy lines for the killer. This postmark is found from 
APOs 616, 678, and 788. The other machine is the International Postal Supply Company Model Hey Dolphin 
2 (PMC-2) used at APO 616. The postmark die measures 22mm. 

RATES 
Military Personnel 
Surface Mail: Postal cards and first class letter mail was FREE effective 1 April 1942. Prior to that date 
postage was at the domestic rate of 10 and 30 (per ounce), respectively. 

Air Mail: 60 per half-ounce effective 25 December 1941 to and from members of the Armed Forces serving 
outside the continental United States. 
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Other services: Domestic rates applied. 
Registered mail: minimum fee 150 to 25 March 1944, then 200, not eligible for free franking. 
Insured mail: minimum fee 50 to 25 March 1944, then 100 to 31 October 1944, then 30, not eligible 

for free franking. 
Special delivery: 100 to 1 November 1944, then 130, eligible for free franking for surface mail. 

Civilians served by mffitary post offices 
Surface Mail: Domestic rates applied, 30 per ounce for first class mail and 10 for postal cards. 
Air Mail: 60 per half-ounce effective 23 October 1942. 
Other services: Domestic rates applied (see above). 

Table I 

APO CDS TYPE APO LOCATION BEGAN CLOSED, COMMENT 
CDS (HS-) 

OR MACHINE 
CANCELLATION 

OPERATIONS 
IN EGYPT 

SUSPENDED, 
INACTIVATED, 
DISCONTINUED 

(bold face = 

confirmed)  

485 19,30,35 9th Air Service Group, 12-Jan43 1-Jun-43 TO: Castel Benito, 
Kabrit  Libya 

486 5, 19, 35, Deversoir Air Base 12-Jan43 28-Feb45 TO: Heliopolis 
37, 37A (blue)  

Heliopolis 1-Mar45 31-Oct-45 

498 17 Camp Huckstep, 14-0043 30-Apr-44 FROM: Benghazi, 
Heliopolis Libya 

TO: Tripoli, Libya 

616 13, 14, 16, 18, Cairo 27-Jul42 30-Sep43 TO: Camp Huckstep 
See 20, 21, 22, 30, 
also: 31 
814, PMC-1,PMC- 
(T) 2 

1221, 
1222, 
1223, 
1224  

18,21 Camp Huckstep, 1-Oct-43 1-Nov-46 TO: Dhahran, Saudi 
Heliopolis  Arabia 

626 None Heliopolis 19-Jan-43 1-May-43 FROM: Nairobi, 
Reported Kenya TO: 

Benghazi,_Libya 

678 1, 11, 14, 15, HQ, Middle East 7-Nov42 31-Oct-45 
17, 20, 21, 23, Service Command, 

33 Camp Huckstep, 
PMC-1 Heliopolis  

681 14, 17,23 376th Bomber Group, 20-Nov-42 1-Apr-43 FROM: Lydda, 
Abu Sueir Palestine 

TO: Soluck Main, 
Libya 

683 14,20, 27 USAAF Bomber 20-Nov42 31-Jan-43 Moved to Gambut, 



1kV] 

Command, Fayid, 
Egypt  

Cyrenaica, Libya 

684 21 Mobile Unit, 
USAFIME, Egypt 

17-May-43 

(Alexandria?)  

2-Oct-43 FROM: Eritrea 

Camp Ataka (Near 3-Oct43 
Ismailia)  

15-Jan-44 

Camp Huckstep, 16-Jan44 
Heliopolis_(mobile)  

1-Apr-44 

Alexandria 1-Apr44 1-Jul-46 

685 None 
Reported 

108 1st Engineer 
Utility Detachment; 

Cairo 

13-Mar43 26-Mar43 FROM: Eritrea 
TO: Palestine and back 

 to Cairo. 
Cairo 16-Jan-44 31-Ju144 TO: Benghazi, Libya 

686 14 Headquarters, Suez 
Canal_Ports,_Suez  

3-Oct-43 26-Oct-43 FROM: Eritrea 

Port Tewfik 27-Oct43 15-Jan-44 

Camp Ataka 16-Jan-44 1-Nov-44 

Cairo, Mobile 1-Nov-44 6-Dec-44 

Cairo 1-Mar-45 15-May-46  

696 12, 14, 20, 21, 
23,27 

HQ, 9th Air Force 
HQ, 9th AF Defense 

Command, Cairo  

23-Dec-42 24-Nov-43 TO: England 

785 16 12th Bomber Group: 
Alexandria  

30-Nov-42 3-Jan-43 TO: Gambut, Libya 

786 None Alexandria 
Reported  

5-Dec-42 23-Jan43 TO: Gambut, Libya 

787 12, 20,21,23, 
25 

HQ, USArmy Forces 
in the Middle East, 
HQ, Africa-Middle 

21-Jan43 

East Theater, Cairo  

1-Jul-46 

788 12A, 20, 21, 
23, 25 

PMC-1 (only 
known cover 

4-1 1-46.) 

HQ, North Africa 
Division Air Transport 

Command, Egypt 
Division, Heliopolis 

1-Oct-43 

(John Payne Field)  

1-Jul-46 

ABF 
814 

10,39 Cairo 6/25/1942 
HS-39 

12-Aug42 Established as an 
Army Base Forces 
(ABF) Post Office. 

Replaced by APO 616. 
Listed as never 

operational. 

8th 
BPO 

No cancels 
reported 

Activated at 
Heliopolis, Egypt 

1-May-43 19-Dec-43 Informational marking 
 known 
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(Carter) 

Camp Huckstep, Cairo 20-Dec-43 15-Mar-46 

Temporary or Transit Post Offices (1'POS did not have numberedpostmarks)) 

(1) Egypt 
1221  

12-Jun-42 24-Jul-42 assigned to 616 

(T) 
1222 

Egypt 10-Nov-42 30-Jan-43 343rd Bomber 
Squadron; assigned to 
616; 12 Jun-24 Jul42 

(T) 
1223 

Egypt 1-Feb-43 10-Feb-43 24th Station Hospital; 
Assigned to 616 9 Nov 

45 

(T) 
1224 

Camp Huckstep, Cairo 1-Nov-42 1-Nov43 Assigned to APO 616 
12 Jun - 24 JUL 42; 

assigned to APO 678 
23 Oct 42; cancelled 

about_Mar_45. 

The Following APOS are Believed to Have Been Inactive While in Egypt and Held 
In Reserve Pending Discontinuance.  

523 Cairo Jan46 Apr-46 FROM: Iran 

535 Cairo Jan 46 Apr-46 FROM: Iran 

680 Cairo Jan 46 Apr46 FROM: Iran 

795 Cairo Jan 46 Apr 46 FROM: Iran 

797 Cairo Jan 46 Apr 46 FROM: Iran 

799 Cairo Jan 46 Apr 46 FROM: Iran 

816 Cairo Jan 46 Mar46 FROM: Bahrain 
MAO Mailing 
Address_Only 

824 Cairo Dec 45 Mar46 FROM: Iran 
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Table 2 

A.P.O. Cancellations Used in Egypt during World War Ii 

CANCELLATION CANCELLATION COMMENTS ASSIGNED TO 
NUMBER HS- (image may not be to scale) I I APO* 

Double Ring - No Killer 

HS-1 
. 

Diameter: 29mm f /7j \  

Double ring used 
on registered mail 

APO 678, 788 

": & 

Single Ring with Station and A.P.O. Number 

HS-S A.P.O. number on 

632 #\ right rim and above 

( SEL' 11 
date. 

STA. A at bottom 
\' 1845 

..,,, 
m of rim. 

APO 486 

No A.P.O. Number 
July 1942 March 15, 1943 

HS-10 9 SE? °. 
AMERICAN 

BASE 
APO 814,816 

FORCES 

1942 " No A.P.O. number 

HS-1 1 No A.P.O. number APO 678 
.' 

. 

at bottom. 

Diameter: 32mm 
. Gap above month 

and no A.M./P.M. 
N. 
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HS-12 
No A.P.O. APO 787,12 

.; number at bottom. 

Diameter: 32mm t U. 
 Gap below year 

J A and no A.M./P.M. 

No APO 788 
HS-12A 

Diameter: 34mm 
nurnber at bottom. 

I 14 
_____ 

Narrow spacing 
left & right of 

A.P.O.  

No A.P.O. APO 616 
HS-13 1943 ¶J(' number at bottom. 

Diameter: 31mm MAY 
116 

 
Year on first line. 

P. 

HS-14 
' No A.P.O. APO 616, 678, 

number at bottom. 681, 683, 686, 
Diameter: 31mm '' '. 

'' 696,787 
A.M./P.M.on 

143 third date line. 

kP. Q, Note spacing both 
sides of A.P.O. 

HS-15 
/ No A.P.O. APO 678 

FEB number at bottom. 
Diameter: 31mm 

A.M./P.M. on 
\g '4 third date line. 

4 0 Wider spacing 
between the letters 

A.P.O. 

No A.P.O. APO 616,785, 
HS-16 .' number at bottom. 787 

Diameter: 31mm A.M./P.M.  on 
fourth date line. 

Note wide spacing 
both sides of 

A.P.O.  
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HS-17 
VOS-r \f No A.P.O. APO 498,678, 

J F number at bottom. 681 

Diameter: 31mm 
A.M./P.M.  on 

A.M 
, 

fourth date line. 

'. P. ' 
Close spacing 
both sides of 

A.P.O. 

HS-18 No A.P.O. APO 616 
number. 

Diameter: 31mm 
A.P.O.leftof 

center. 

A.M./P.M. on 
fourth date line. 

HS-19 . 

- 

No A.P.O. APO 485,486 

Diameter: 32mm 
NO A.M./P.M. 

V p Gap between day 
and year. 

A.P.O. Number Within Date and Time Slugs - Not at Ring Bottom 

HS-20 A.P.O. left of center APO 485, 616, 678, 683,  

rov 

A.P.O. number on fourth 696, 787, 788 

i 126 date line 

tcl 1943 
\) 955 jlI 

HS-21 A.P.O. centered at bottom. APO 616, 678, 684, 696, 

k SLP < A.P.O. number on fourth 787,788 
Diameter: 31mm date line. 

(p j.44 
-, 774 

4. 
.' 
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HS-22 A.P.O. centered at bottom. APO 616 

FE9 A.P.O. number on fourth 
Diameter: 33 mm fCt 2 , date line. 

7 Larger letters than HS-2 I 
W. 

HS-23 
' 

V. 
A.P.O. number on first 

date line. 
APO 678,681, 696, 788 

(/5 Diameter: 32mm 

43 

HS-25 /s ivr J' A.P.O number between 
day and year. 

APO 788 

10  
Diameter 31mm 

' 

' 1944 1 

A.P.O. Number at Ring Bottom and with Date and A.P.O. Number 

HS-27 
VAY 

10 '22 

Month, day, year, A.P.O. number. 

A.P.O. number at bottom of rim 

APO 683, 696 

1943 c:J 
' 683 i 

A.P.O. Number at Ring Bottom 

HS-30 A.P.O. number APO 485, 616, 
centered at bottom. 678, 

" 20  -04  
(Wi PM. 5 4 A.M./P.M. on third 
' 1942 ''1 date line. 
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APO 616 

HS-31 
SEø 

A.P.O. number 
centered at bottom. 

Diameter: 31mm -' 

A.M./P.M.  on 
a fourth date line 

HS33 : A.P.O. number APO 678 
.- SE centered at bottom. 

•.: Diameter: 31mm 
GAP between year 

eV and APO number. 

HS-35 A.P.O. number APO 485,486 X. 
iAY centered at 

Diameter: 32mm .. bottom. 

4 4 GAP between 

/R HS-37 (black( A.P.O. number HS-37: 
HS-37A (blue) / 5 1 LI N '. centered at bottom. APO 485, 486 

I 5 
Diameter: 31mm GAP between day HS-37A (blue): 

\ 194 i' and year. APO 485,486 

HS-39 . AMERICAN 814 

Diameter: 31mm 
I JON 

C1 '  
BASE FORCES 

. 25 

J : 

Postal Machine Cancellations 

PMC-1 U.S. ARMY APO 616, 

Pitney-Bowes MAY 23 -'-\ 
POSTAL 678,788 

Universal Machine lE4zi j 
SERVICE 

Model K E3 78 only one cover is 

Diameter: 20mm known from APO 
788. 
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PMC-2 AMERICAN APO 616 
International Postal 30\ BASEFORCES 
Supply Company r-LC-'D E  A.P.O. 

Model Hey Dolphin  ,, 1 No APO number. 
2 c7J 

1 

* APO numbers in boldface have been confirmed as being used in that specific APO. The unconfirmed 
APOs are believed to have used that particular datestamp. Additional APOs will be added when reported. 
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We had a meeting at the Washington show of 2006, see QC 237, 
and hope to repeat its success in New York next year. The free 
entry show runs over eight days, May 28-June 4, 2016, at the Jacob 
Javits Convention Center, 655 West 34th Street, New York, NY 
10001. 

The show will take up 294,000 square feet with over 200 dealers, 
4,000 exhibit frames and an expected 200,000+ visitors. So don't 
miss this once-a-decade event. See http://www.ny2016.org/ 

Room 1 El 0 is reserved for an Egypt Study Circle meeting for 2Yi 
hours beginning at 11am, Sunday, May 29,2016. 

An expression of interest would be helpful. 
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A.P.O. POSTMARK: 485 MAR 91943, Kabrit, Egypt 
Type HS-.19 No A.P.O. number, 3 lines, gap between day and year. 

Free - surface rate 
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A.P.O. POSTMARK: 485 MAY 4 1943, Kabrit, Egypt 
Type HS-35 A.P.O. number centered at bottom, 3 lines, gap between month and day. 

A.P.O. 485 opened at the RAF Station at Kabrit, Egypt on 12 January 1943. Kabrit was in the Suez Canal 
Zone some 20 miles north of Suez. In June 1943 it moved to Castel Benito, Libya. All 91h Air Force fighter 
groups in the eastern desert were detached to the RAF. 



Richard S. Wilson 
53 Middle Patent Road 

Bedford, New York 10506 
Tel: 914-234-7456 

E-Mail: dadul@verizon.net  

APS# 9360-043173 

9th FIGHTER WING 

Constituted as 9th Pursuit Wing on 19 Oct 1940. Activated on 18 Dec 1940. Inactivated 
on I Oct 1941. 
Redesignated 9th Fighter Wing. Activated on 24 Jul 1942. Moved to the Middle East, Dec 1,42-Feb 1943. 
Assigned to Ninth AF. Apparently no combat groups were assigned to the wing during 1942-1943. 
Inactivated on 31 Mar 1943. 
GROUPS. 14th: 1941. 51st: 1941. 
STATIONS. March Field, Calif, 18 Dec 1940-1 Oct 1941. Drew Field, Fla, 24Ju1- 13 Dec 1942; El Kabrit, 
Egypt, I Feb-31 Mar 1943. 
COMMANDERS. Unknown. 
CAMPAIGNS. European-African-Middle Eastern Theaater 
DECORATION. None. 
INSIGNE. None. 



A.P.O. POSTMARK: 486 JAN31 1943, Deversoir Air Base, Egypt 
Type HS-19 No A.P.O. number, 3 lines, gap between day and year. 

Free - surface rate 
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A note concerning A.P.O. datestamps without numbers: The A.P.O. numbers were ordered removed by a 
directive from the War Department beginning July 1, 1942, supposedly as a security measure. However, this 
doesn't make a whole lot of sense, as the APO number is included in the sender's return address. On 15 
March 1943 the order was reversed with Postal Circular 16, Headquarters, Services of Supply, European 
Theater of Operations U.S. Army. The first number to reappear was that of APO 887 on 17 March. 

The 26th Air Depot Group arrived at Deversoir Air Base on 31 October - 1 November 1942 and was 
transferred to Karachi, India in March 1944. 

Deversoir Air Base (LG-209) is a former military airfield in Egypt, located approximately 19 km south-
southeast of Ismailia and 116 km northeast of Cairo. It was a major Royal Air Force airfield known as RAF 
Deversoir built before World War II. The RAF and the United States Army Air Force (USAAF) used it 
during the North African Campaign against the German and Italian forces. 

USAAF Ninth Air Force units that used the airfield were: 
0 12th Bombardment Group, 31 July—October 1942, and the3 16th Troop Carrier Group, 23 November— 

December 1942. 



A.P.O. POSTMARK: 486 JAN 311943, Deversoir Air Base, Egypt 
Type HS-19 No A.P.O. number, 3 lines, gap between day and year. 

Free - surface rate 

A note concerning A.P.O. datestamps without numbers: The A.P.O. numbers were ordered removed by a 
directive from the War Department beginning July 1, 1942, supposedly as a security measure. However, this 
doesn't make a whole lot of sense, as the APO number is included in the sender's return address. On 15 
March 1943 the order was reversed with Postal Circular 16, Headquarters, Services of Supply, European 
Theater of Operations U.S. Army. The first number to reappear was that of APO 887 on 17 March. 

The 26th Air Depot Group arrived at Deversoir Air Base on 31 October - 1 November 1942 and was 
transferred to Karachi, India in March 1944. 

Deversoir Air Base (LG-209) is a former military airfield in Egypt, located approximately 19 km south-
southeast of Ismailia and 116 km northeast of Cairo. It was a major Royal Air Force airfield known as RAF 
Deversoir built before World War II. The RAF and the United States Army Air Force (USAAF) used it 
during the North African Campaign against the German and Italian forces. 

USAAF Ninth Air Force units that used the airfield were: 
o 12th Bombardment Group, 31 July—October 1942, and the316th Troop Carrier Group, 23 November— 

December 1942. 



A.P.O. POSTMARK: 486 JUN 5 1943, Deversoir Air Base, Egypt 
Type HS-37A (blue) A.P.O. number centered at bottom, 3 lines, gap between day and year. 
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A.P.O. POSTMARK: 486 NOV 30 1943, Deversoir Air Base, Egypt 
Type HS-37 (black) A.P.O. number centered at bottom, 3 lines, gap between day and year. 
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A.P.O. POSTMARK: 486 FEB 7 1945, Deversoir Air Base, Egypt 
Type HS-35 A.P.O. number centered at bottom of ring, 3 lines, gap between month and day. 

Free - surface rate 
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/ 

A.P.O. POSTMARK: 486 AUG 161945, Deversoir Air Base, Egypt 
Type HS-35 A.P.O. number centered at bottom of ring, 3 lines, gap between month and day. 

Concession air mail rate - 6 per 1/2  ounce 
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The increase in the local letter rate from 20 to 30 in March 1944 left many millions of the 2 embossed envelope 
without a practical use. One year later the remainders were overprinted AIR 60 MAIL for use by the overseas armed 
forccs. 



INCOMING COVER TO APO 616 

A.P.O. POSTMARK: 512 
JUL 9 1943 (type HS-23) 
Headquarters, Affied Forces in North Africa 
Located in Algiers, Algeria. The cover 
Is postmarked the date of the 
Allied invasion of Sicily. 
Sent to APO 616 in Cairo and forwarded 
to the American Legation in 
Baghdad, Iraq. 

Air mail sent by civilian working with 
Amcrican propaganda activities. 

1 
o_  

r 4 

/ 
C 

I 
/ . 

L. 

'I 

/ 
/ 
/ 
I I  

The letter reads in part: 
"You ain't seen a liquor shortage 

until you've seen this joint." 



INCOMING COVER TO APO 616 via APO 684 

Postcard sent from Lewisburg, Pennsylvania postmarked Jan 12, 1944 to a civilian at APO 616 located at 

Camp Huckstep, Heliopolis, Egypt. 

.Lfl. 12, 1944 

Ni d.:--Tociay received 
your letter & card of 
Dec. 28 & greatly appre- 

pLj  date your returning my 
cards which were so wel 
marked to indicate thei 
devious way to reach yolk.  
The regards from the V/A 

t- on the 1 card are very 
appropriate. Now that 
I have 2 of your letter 
to answer will have to 

t' get busy on a reply soon 
Sure is nice to hear fro 
you so often. vldently 

PQ you were near Norfolk a 
bit before goin: over. 

RG..RDS., 

CA 

/ 
Mr. dKardas 
Cas. Det. A- -V 
Hq. USAFIL1 / 
A • P • 0. 
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r
---------------------  

New York 
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It was delayed and not rcceived at APO 684 until Jul14, 1944 where the double circle datestamp was applied 

as a transit marking. This c.d.s. is normally used on registered mail. On 1 April 1944 APO 684 movcd from 

Camp Huckstcp to Alexandria. 
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A.P.O. POSTMARK 616, OCT 7 1944, 
Cairo, Egypt 
Type HS-18, No A.P.O. number, 
A.P.O. left of center, P.M. on 4th date line. 

A.P.O. 6161 started operations in Cairo om 
27 July 1942 and moved on to Camp 
Huckstep, Heliopolis on 
30 September 1943. 

Three cent surface letter from a civilian 
with Johnson, Drake & Piper, Inc., 
a civilian construction firm working 
in the Middle East for the Army 
Corps of Engineers. 
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A.P.O. POSTMARK: 616, NOV 23 1942, Cairo, Egypt 
Type HS-16, No A.P.O. number, P.M. on 4th date line, wide spacing both sides ? 0 

Approved civilian concession air mail rate - 6.c rhafo- 
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A.P.O. POSTMARK: 616, 1943 May 15, Cairo, Egypt 
Type HS-13, No A.P.O. number, year on first dare line and P.M. on 41h  date linc 
Note the late use of a numberless datestamp. 



A.P.O. POSTMARK: 616, SEP 13 1943, Cairo, Egypt 
Type HS-31, A.P.O. and number at bottom of ring, P.M. on 4th date line. 

Concessionary Airmail Rate - 60 per half ounce 
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A.P.O. POSTMARK: 616, NOV 111943, Camp Huckstep 
Type HS-21, No A.P.O. number at bottom of ring but on 41  date line. 

A.P.O. 616 transferred to Camp Huckstep, Egypt on 1 October 1943 and to Saudi Arabia in November 1946. 
The sender's address block shows Unit #2. APO units sold stamps, money orders and similar services but 
did not sort or distribute mail. 



A.P.O. 616,23 JU 44, Camp Huckstep, Heliopolis, Egypt, Posted at British Army Postal Facility 

Cover from an American Red Cross member at Camp I-iuckstep, a large service depot, mailed at a British 
Army postal facility. Postmarked with an unclear EGYPT POSTAGE PREPAID datestamp (type 1) it beats 
a British Army censor marking No. 8821. Without a clear indicator number under EGYPT, the location of 
the army postal frcility cannot be determined. This is an unusual posting of an American piece of 
correspondence. 

.11heirin L• 1a1ey 
Jmericn-i eI .ross 
.P.o. 616, co/Eostrnast-m 

Je'r York, N.Y. 

..*4fj. 

PASSED BY Americn !ed Cross 

CENSOR I 
JhOUn County Chapter 

Hattie Creek 
No / Niehian 

1 TT.S.A. 

Another cover with this censor marking is noted in Egypt Postage Prepaid Military Datestamps 1941-
1947 by F. W. Benians (1978), posted at EPP 64 (type II) on 11 October 1944. This was located with a 
South African Unit at an airfield near Alamein and from 1936 Company, Royal Army Service Corps! 

Type 1 EPP Circular Date Stamp 
Dashes separate the day/month/year. 



INCOMING TO A.P.O. 498 AND FORWARDED TO 81h BASE POST OFFICE WITH 8th  B.P.O. 
instructional handstamp and backstamp of A.P.O. 616, FEB 28 1946, Camp Fluckatep, Heliopolis, Egypt. 
Type HS-21, No A.P.O. number at bottom of ring but on 4th  date line. 

Concessionaty Airmail Rate - 6e per half ounce 
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A.P.O. 498 was transferred from Benghazi, Libya to Camp !Iuckstcp on 14 October 1943 and thence to 
Tripoli, Libya on 1 May 1944 before ceasing operations on 28 October 1945. Apparently Private Malmquist 
did not notify his correspondents of a new address so the letter was sent to the 81h Base Post Office Directory 
Service to see if he could be located through the Directory Service. The covers were backstainped with its 
associated A.P.O. 616 datestamp and returned to the sender. The 8th  Base Post Office was activated at 
Heliopolis on I May 1943 and moved to Camp I-Iuckstep on 20n December 1943. It was inactivated on 15 
March 1946. 



A.P.O. POSTMARK: 678, DEC 3 1942, Camp Huckstep, Heiopolis, Egypt 
Type HS-17, No A.P.O. number, P.M. on 4th  date line, close spacing both sides of A,P,O, 

Concessionary Airmail Rate - 60 per half ounce 
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A.P.O. 678, HQ, Middle East Service Command, was established on or about 2 March 1942 in Egypt 
(possibly Cairo) and opened at Camp Huckstep in Heliopolis on 7 November 1942. It ceased operation on 
31 October 1945. 

The service supply depot located near Cairo, Egypt, at the time the largest depot in the Middle East (with an 
1100 bed hospital), was named Camp Huckstep in honor of Russell B. Huckstep (1905 - 1943). Huckstep 
joined the United States Military Mission to North Africa, Eritrea Service Command, on November 16th, 
1941. During a trip to Cairo, Egypt, Huckstep's plane encountered a storm and crashed into a mountain on 
23 February 1943. 



A.P.O. POSTMARK: 678, DEC 24 1942, Camp Huckstep, Heliopolis, Egypt 
Type HS-11, No A.P.O. number, 3 lines with gap above month, no A.M./P.M. line. 

Free - surface rate 
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395 Seventh Aveme 
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A.P.O. POSTMARK: 678, DEC 24 1942, Camp Huckstep, Heliopolis, Egypt 
Type HS-15, No A.P.O. number, P.M. on 3 date line, wider spacing between the letters A. P. 0. 
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A.P.O. POSTMARK: 678, FEB 26 1943, Camp Huckstep, Heliopolis, Egypt 
Type HS-14, No A.P.O. number, 4 lines with P.M. on 3rd line, wider spacing on both sides of A.P.O.. 
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A.P.O. POSTMARK: 678, MAY 311943, Camp Huckstep, Heliopolis, Egypt 
Type HS-23, A.P.O. number on first date line. 
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A.P.O. POSTMARK: 678, SEP 17 1943, Camp Huckstep, Heliopolis, Egypt 
Type HS-33, A.P.O. and number centered at bottom of ring, 3 lines, 4th line blank. 

Concessionary Airmail Rate - 60 per half ounce 
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A.P.O. 616, Unit #2, 1085th Engineer Utility Detachment. Unit #2 was activated 21 October 1942. APO 
units provided stamps, money orders, and similar services but did not sort or distribute mail. 
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A.P.O. POSTMARK: 678, DEC 211943, Camp Huckstep, Heliopolis, Egypt 
Type PMC-1, Pitney-Bowes Universal Machine Model K 
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Sgt. Chet Westerluna 37274023,AGD 
Cleric in Charge, APO 684., do Pin, 
New york, N.Y. /Q> 

MAY 23 
1944 

Camp Rueeel B.Thickstêp, 
1].iopolis, Erpt, 

Pt.SSE BY 

LI '28 

ARNIY EXAUNER 

MISS GRACE BORG 
0/0 MINNEAPOLIS CIVIC COUNCIL 
610 MCKNIGHT BUILDING, 
MINNEAPOLIS, (1) MINNESOTA 

Concessionary Airmail Rate - 6 per half ounce 

A.P.O. POSTMARK 678, May 23, 1944, Camp Huckstep, Heliopolis, Egypt 
Type PMC-1, Pitney-Bowes Universal Machine Model K 

A.P.O. 684 was a mobile unit of U.S. Army Forces in the Middle East (USAFIME) arriving in Egypt from 
Asmara, Eritrea on 17 May 1942. On 3 October it was moved to Camp Ataka, Egypt (a section in the city of 
Suez) and to Camp Huckstep, on 16 January 1944. In April it was assigned to Alexandria and was 
discontinued on 1 July 1946. 



A.P.O. POSTMARK: 678, SEP 5 1944, Camp Huckstep, Heliopolis, Egypt 
Type PMC-IB, Pitney-Bowes Universal Machine Model K (A.P.O. number on second line). 
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The cover is from a soldier in the 3135 Signal Service Platoon. 



A.P.O. POSTMARK: 678, OCT 29 1945, Camp Huckstep, Heliopolis, Egypt 
Type PMC-IC, Pitney-Bowes Universal Machine Model K (A.P.O. number on first line and year on the second). 

FREE - surface rate 
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U S.A.T. "Cristobal" I91 

__________________________________________ - c/n fleet Poclt Office O LT 2  
New Toxic, N. T, 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

"Office of the Chief of Transportation 
War Departnient, Washington 25,  D. C. 
Attention: Control Division." 

This is a very late use of the postmark as the A.P.O. 678 ceased operating on 31 October 1945. 

The S.S. Cristobal was requisitioned from the Panama Railroad Company by the U.S. Army on January 11, 1942 and was redesignated the US Army 
Transport Cristobal (USAT Cristobal). She transported troops and supplies world wide ranging from Australia, Europe and the Meditterean. After 
completing 4 years and 5 months service with the Army, on 14 June 1946, the Cristobal was returned to the Panama Line, where she continued 
passenger/cargo service between New York and Panama until April 1961. In June of that year the Cristobal made her first voyage between New 
Orleans and Panama, a route she was to ply until her last voyage on September 19, 1981. 



A.P.O. POSTMARK: 678, JAN 10 1944, Camp Huckstep, Heliopolis, Egypt 
(Type HS-1 - double-ring circular datestamp used on registered mail. 

Concessionary Airmail Rate - 60 per half ounce 
Registration Fee - 150 
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The sender of this registered cover was with the Headquarters Detachment, United States Army Forces in the 
Middle East (USAFIME), Africa-Middle East Theater. A.P.O. 787 opened at RAF Deversoir airfield on 21 
January 1943 and discontinued operations 1 July 1946. The airbase was located about 115 kilometers 
northeast of Cairo, not far from Ismailia. USAFIME was a unified United States Army command established 
in August 1942 to oversee the Egypt-Libya Campaign. The route of the cover was likely Cairo to Khartoum, 
Sudan, to West Africa, over the Atlantic Ocean to Brazil and then up to Miami where it is backstamped 19 
January 1944. It was received in Southington, Connecticut on the 19". 
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A.P.O. POSTMARK 678, OCT 7 1944 
Camp Huckstep, Heliopolis, Egypt 
Type HS-21 - A.P.O. centered at bottom and 
Number on 4' line. 

Free Airmail 
- Official Election War Ballot 
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A war ballot was a free privilege 
that allowed ballots and requests 

for ballots to be mailed in both 
directions by airmail free of charge. 
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A.P.O. POSTMARK: 681, NO A.P.O. NUMBER, JAN 20 1943, Abu Sueir, Egt 
Type HS-17, No A.P.O. number, A.M. on 4th date line, dose spacing on both sides of A.P.O. 

Concessionary Airmail Rate - 60 per half ounce 
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Sgt Joe L. Berry, 39361055 
51th Bomb Sq (H) 
376th 'Bomb Op 
A.P.O. #6. 
0/0 Postmaster, 
New York City 

PSED BY 

ARMY EXVMNER 

14r Herman Loevenetein Jr., 

519 West Yakima Avenue, 

Yakima, Washington, 

U.S.A. 

A.P.O. 681, 376th  Bomber Group was established effective 28 August 1942. It opened at Lydda Airport in 
Palestine on 28 October and moved to Abu Sueir on 20 November. In April 1943 it went to Libya and then 
on to 1'unisia and Italy. The APO was discontinued 1 July 1945. 

The 376th Bomber Group was made up of a Headquarters Squadron and four tactical squadrons designated 
512 to 515. It was composed of B-24 "Liberator" heavy bombers and arrived at RAF Lydda in Palestine on 
its way to China to launch raids on Japan. The Japanese captured the Chinese base and so the group was 
given a new mission: interdictory raids from airfields in Egypt (moved to Abu Sueir on 8 November 1942 and 
to Libya 22 February 1943) against shipping and North African ports supporting Axis operations as part of 
United States Middle East Air Forces (USMEAF) 



A.P.O. POSTMARK: 684, DEC 16 1944, Alexandria, Egypt 
Type HS-1 registered postmark of A.P.O. 684 and type HS-3 registered mail postmark used at A.P.O. 616 in Cairo on DEC 20 1944. Other 
backstamps include registry markings from Washington, D.C. and a WAR REGISTERED PENTAGON, both dated DEC 23 1944. 

REGISTERED AIR MAIL (Airmail postage of 60 and registration fee of 20)0 
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A.P.O. POSTMARK: 696, AUG 8 1943, Cairo, Egypt 
Type HS-21, A.P.O. number on 4th  date line, not at ring bottom. 

Concessionary Airmail Rate - 6 per half ounce 
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A.P.O. 696, Headquarters, 91h Air Force, Air Service Command, began operations in Egypt on 22 December 
1942 and transferred to England on 24 November 1943. The ASC took care of the repair and maintenance 
of the Air Force's overseas aircraft combat elements. 



A.P.O. POSTMARK: 787, FEB 8 1943, Cairo, Egypt 
Type HS-12, No A.P.O., 3 lines with gap below year and no A.M./P.M. 
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A.P.O. POSTMARK: 787, FEB 8 1943, Cairo, Egypt 
Type FIS-21, A.P.O. centered at bottom of circle and A.P.O. number on 4th  date line. 

FREE - post card surface rate 
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A.P.O. 787, I-leadquarters, United States Army Forces in the Middle East, I-Ieadquarters, Africa-Middle East 
Theater (USAFIME), opened 21 January 1943 and discontinued operations 1July 1946.. 



A.P.O. POSTMARK: 787, FEB 10 1945, Cairo, Egypt 
Type HS-21, A.P.O. centered at bottom of circle and A.P.O. number on 4th date line. 

Civilian Used of the Army Postal Service 
Concessionary Airmail Rate - 6 per half ounce 

31mcLe C.OtCOt"ELL, Civ. 
DETS C. H. USAFIM. APO 787 
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Bordcrlcss embossed airmail envelopes were first used in July 1944. 

A.P.O. POSTMAR& 787, FEB 10 1945, Cairo, Egypt 
Type HS-21, A.P.O. centered at bottom of circle and A.P(). number on 4th date ]inc. 
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60 AIR surcharge on 20 stamped envelope for exclusive use of overseas members of the armed forces. 



A.P.O. POSTMARK: 788, NOV 3 1943, John Payne Field, Heliopolis, Egypt 
Type HS-23, A.P.O. number on first date line 

Concessionary Air Mail Rate - 64 per half ounce 
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A.P.O. POSTMARK: 788, JAN 14 1944, John Payne Field, Heliopolis, Egypt 
Type HS-12A, No A.P.O. number, three lines for date. And narrow spacing left and right of A.P.O. 

Concessionary Air Mail Rate 60 per half ounce 
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A.P.O. POSTMARK: 788, OCT 2 1944, John Payne Field, Heliopolis, Egypt 
Type IIS-25, A.P.O. number between day and year. 

FREE - surface rate 

A.P.O. 788, Headquarters, North Africa Division, Air Transport Command, Egypt Division, opened at John 
H. Payne Field, Heliopolis, Egypt on lOctober 1943. The APO was discontinued on 1 July 1946. John 
Payne Field, an American Air Base, built from the desert up, was activated mid October 1943. Prior to the 
completion of the air base the American Army Air Force shared the use of the 1-leliopolis Air Field with the 
British. 
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A.P.O. POSTMARK: 788, JUL 2 1945, JOHN PAYNE FIELD, HELIOPOLIS, EGYPT 
1'ype HS-21, A.P.O. centered at bottom and A.P.O. number on 4th  line. 

FREE - surface rate 
A.P.O. 678 served the Headquarters of the Middle East Service Command., was established on or about 2 
March 1942 in Cairo, Egypt and opened at Camp Huckstep in Heliopolis on 7 November 1942. It ceased 
operation on 31 October 1945. 



A.P.O. POSTMARK: 887, NOV 6 1943, London, England 
Type HS-23, A.P.O. number on first date line. 

FREE - surface rate 
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From a serviceman in one A.P.O. still located in Egypt, posted at a different A.P.O. in London, to another at 
a third A.P.O. in England 

A.P.O. 887, Headquarters, European Theater, U.S. Ariny, Headquarters, U.S. Forces, European Theater of 
Operations, Headquarters, European Wing, Air Transport Command, was based in London, England on 10 
April 1942 and transferred to France in September 1944. It was the first Army post office to be established 
in England during World War II. 

A.P.O. 696, Headquarters, 9th  Air Force, was located in Cairo, Egypt from 23 December 1942 until moving 
to England on 25 November 1943. It relocated to France in October 1944. The 9,h  Air Force was officially 
named on 12 November 1942 and provided support to British Forces in the Western Desert Campaign. It 
later flew missions for the invasion of Sicily and raided the Ploesti oil refinery in Romania. In England it 
supported the D-Day invasion. 

A.P.O. 637, Headquarters, 8th  Fighter Command opened in Bushey Hall, England on 10 September 1942 and 
was relocated to Watford on 1 November 1942. The 8th Fighter Command was the fighter arm of Eighth 
Air Force in the World War 11 European Theater. 

i4x 

9) - 

4Yo t7 



TEMPORARY A.P.O. 1221 was assigned to A.P.O. 616 between 12 June and 24 July 1942. 
The cover is postmarked DEC 3 1942 with Type l-IS-18, no A.P.O. number, A.P.O. left of center, and P.M. 
on 4th date line. 

FREE - surface rate 
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The cover is from a member of the 64th Fighter Squadron (known as The Black Scorpions), part of the 57th 

Fighter Group. It was based at various landing grounds in the Western Desert from 16 September to 13 
November 1942 before going on to Libya. 

The ground echelon of the 64th embarked from New York on 15 July 1942 and arrived in Palestine on 19 
August. 



TEMPORARY A.P.Q. 1227 was assigned to A.P.O. 616 (Cairo) by 17 July 1942. 
The cover is postmarked SEP 6 1942 with Type HS-18A (blue) no A.P.O. number, A.P.O. left of center, and 
P.M. on 4th date line. 
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Note the printed U.S. Army envelope with printed FREE in the upper right corner. 



TEMPOR.RY A.P.O. 3181 was assigned to A.P.O. 616 (Cairo) between 17 August and 15 September 
1942. 
The cover is postmarked NOV 17 1942 with what appears to be Type HS-12, no A.P.O. number, three-line 
date and measuring 32mm in diameter. 
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TEMPORARY A.P.O. 3277 was assigned to A.P.O. 616 (Cairo) on 4 October 1942. 
The cover is postmarked FEB 5 1943 with Type I-IS-b, no A.P.O. number, P.M. on 4th date line. 
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The cover is from a member of the 851h Fighter Squadron (known as The Flying Skull Squadron), part of the 
79th Fighter Group. The ground echelon of the 851h embarked from the United States by troop transport in 
mid-October arriving in Egypt a month later by way of Brazil and South Africa. It was based at a landing 
ground in the Western Desert before going on to Libya at the end of January 1943. 

Insignia of The Flying Skull Squadron from the reverse of the envelope. 
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TEMPORARY A.P.O. 3307 was assigned to A.P.O. 616 (Cairo) on 15 October 1942. 
The cover is postmarked DEC 16 1942 with Type HS-14A, no A.P.O. number, A.M. on 3rd date line. 
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Constituted as 324th Fighter Group on 24 Jun 1942 it was activated on 6 Jul 1942. It was deployed to the 
Middle East between October and December 1942, for operations with Ninth Air Force. Based at El 
Amiriya in December 1942 and at El Kabrit, Egypt in February 1943, it moved to Tunisia in June 1943. 



TEMPORARY A.P.O. 3367 was assigned to A.P.O. 616 (Cairo) between 15 October and 15 
November 1942.. 
The cover is postmarked DEC ? 1942 with Type J-IS4 8, no A.P.O. number, A.P.O. left of center, P.M. on 4th 

date line. 
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Postmarked FEB 10 1943 with Type HS-16, no A.P.O. number and wider spacing on sides of A.P.O. 

The letter writer was a radioman with the 441h  Troop Carrier Squadron, part of the 316th Troop Carrier 
Group. The crewmembers of the 44th  arrived at Ismailia on 4 December 1942 and were later based in Libya. 
Promoted to corporal, Felix Pientka was killed in action on the early morning of 10 July 1943 when his 
damaged plane landed in Sicily after a paratrooper drop. He and another crewman left the plane and 
unfortunately stumbled onto a German piibox 



TEMPORARY A.P.O. 3608 was assigned to A.P.O. 616 (Cairo) on 20 January 1943. 
The cover is postmarked MAR 5 1943 with Type HS-1 8, no A.P.O. number, A.P.O. off center, and P.M. on 
4th date line. 
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WHEREVER THEY GO — THEY'LL WRITE! 
BE SURE THEY TAKE ALONG A 

COMPLETE VwMAIL  WRITING KIT-THE ti nu 
JUST AODI*SS, STAMP 
AND MAIL Ill 

V••-MAI I SPEEDS THEIR THOUGHTS TO YOU! 

Those who wve spook theu thouth1s in letters. They know *h-t the 'ore ktters they 

send, the more they gel back! The Voyager will help speed lhe.r precious worth to you. 

A convenient, compat and complete writing kit that fits irugly in Itse duffel bog or 

sea bag, the Voyager contains all the materials necessary for writing V-Mail letters. 
Each necessary item is carefully pocked in the reody-to.nsoil kit—so you can wnd it 

quickly, easily and safely. The Voyager will be useful to men and women in service. Send o 

Voyager today too service mon or woman stationed in the United Stale,, They'll vs* it now 

for writing V.Moil letters to their friend, who are already overseas. And—whcn they are 

sent to fighting frants thernseles, *.yll  take it along and use it for speeding V.Moil 

letters to you! Don't wait until a service man or wonton is $ent out of the comtry— send 

them the Voyager now. (The Voyager con not be mailed overseas to Army men unless 

requested, and the request opproved by a Commanding OffIcer. It can be sent to  men 

n Its. Navy, Marines and Coast Guard anywhere without any r.quest.) Wherever they 

go—th.y'fl wont to write as well as fight! Got a Voyager for yourself I ... o convenient 

V.Moil writing kit for the home! 
the V.Mail.. the safe So.eed.MoiU V.Moil letters or* photo,opls.d in strictest privocy 

on 16 mm. film—flown overseas by plane—reproduced and delivered in a fraction of Contents. V4*.k S3vt. Ii.,ll.. I..di-5.'.,h I.. V.Uet, SOV.M.Il kit,, ft.i. 

the time ship mail takes! 
4 C'P$i, c.i..4,, iuilif eed ps..  

V.Block SItup is the wvsting fluid for V-Mail use. Block photographs best. V.Blacic 

S&r.p writes black—stoys block! Insures legibility when your lett.r is delivered! Quick. 

drying, fv...Rowing keeps pens clean by not allowing them to get dirty! W. A. Sheoffer 
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V- MAIL 

Christmas greeting sent from the 380,  General Hospital, A.P.O. 616, 
Cairo, Egypt, dated 12 November 1942. 

A.P.O. 616 started operations in Cairo on 27 July 1942 and moved on to 
Camp Fluckstep, Heliopolis on 30 September 1943. 

The V-Mail was processed in New York, 29 NOV 1942 with the machine GRAND CENTRAL ANNEX 
postmark. The earliest known use is 31 August 1942 and the latest 10 November 1943. 
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V... - MAIL 

V-Mail sent from A.P.O. 787 from a sailor with JICA (joint Intelligence Collection Agency), 
dated 5 May 1944, Cairo, Egypt 

A.P.O. 787, Headquarters, United States Army Forces in the Middle East, Headquarters, Africa-Middle East 
Theater (USAFIME), opened 21 January 1943 and discontinued operations 1 July 1946. 

The V-Mail does not have a postmark but most likely was processed in New York. The letter states that 
V-Mail letters are arriving so much faster ... about ten days before regular mail." 
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V•- — MAIL 

V-Mail sent from A.P.O. 787 from a sailor with JICA (Joint Intelligence Collection Agency), 
dated 24 May 1944, Cairo, Egypt 

More than 40 companies manufactured V-Mail envelopes under contract with the Post Office Department. 
They are found with various typefaces, colors, windows, and knives (flaps). This cover bears the New York 
post office U.S. POSTAL SERVICE NO. I machine postmark dated June 11, 1944. It was used fromló 
November 1943 through 20 October 1945. 
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V- MAIL 

V-Mail sent from A.P.O. 787 from a sailor with JICA (Joint Intelligence Collection Agency), 
dated 26 June 1944, Cairo, Egypt 

This cover bears the New York post office U.S. POSTAL SERVICE NO. 1 machine postmark dated July 5, 
1944. The writer laments, "...I'm fed up with my job here and vant to get back home." 

. .4 J....._ .... .4....... ...h. V... I...*... 

4.7. 14N G. U0. 07_ 
I JICA 0. .U.k. 0.02.4 

ZhO M. AVN.. N.f. ,... ........ 

I CN 787 dO 

\:_______,•' 

1IzNJ$31. D.C. an $30.. OlD —  

261  VAA 
- ----

----- 

E 
ThL I. Tdi 4TAhT OF ZNI O N& II JUl11. 4&= Dell IE 1l113 TM II 1110 TOO NOel - 

- 
1I1J Cl' MOM Oil? NJdNO U dl ?el1T111). I 14010 NO D10LZOl.0 .io IDI NOQI AlL 4410 50 - 

1111111 IlL . - 

I Aid 4Cl*O. .aZ44? T.114GJlI 3E01. 1630 mOO &rnwm An U lk?010. OO.1 
TO U 0Ul11 $ 4 NO LI 1.01 llAl) TOl 

US 14IMt' UP TO JUl41 121% ANO 04014 14401 540411 IlDO UK MMMI1O 0WO 30040111. 001'I44 
or 141al414.. TO CAM UO LI. I D000 k4..,4...0 141110.4 DLI ULII NUT oLI.?fZN&.. .elldt 

3014 CLI'.; e .34011440 COLa a1ZNiLOOol, 0014 A J4.X40 CID.; IL 81. I .A.03 

fl 4 

314.001140141030110541.404o. r3a fUs JQd6bOte?IuO?z .. 
- NO? QIPl'IJ1J AIOThDAI LOU. T u. mi.. ?mi I.. ; IT 13 10 Ma.  081.0 3230J13 

I 104142 TL 13 11A T1141. iOJ0I0 TO ml ANDW jtW= plyLW TIM14 A.l' 33 

540 WIN TO t& OWN? 0414041 0114 Caj l. ODD 1451LA203. 

It 0.4.? TO 300 sa. 04.4.. WI' VON &O 413. NO Tall 00411 TO 10 

1103.014 COlA. 4.31004. 13 .n040, TO IWO TaN IOU NO.41 .141 On 114 THE 3 

IT 007. XAXT= I 541411 0?4 TO 4144104 440111440., A.04 14 ml 01308.. 04 

ozmA0..03To,TOu4 4D milC ..aNZel0Uj3..al OLINJOTIA 

NAU. ,. "U .3. 

08444 JQb 30441 AMD 
- 

- I 1116 .34 1144440.... NOT.. IT. A I .4540 Ml .4414004.3 AND I 41001 TO 

iku WAR & NAVY 

OFFICIAL BUSlNES/1M
19 

 

Light brown envelope 
with a small rectangular 
window. 

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID 
PAYMENT OF POSTAGE. $300 



— MAIL 

V-Mail sent from A.P.O. 787 from a sailor with JICA (joint Intelligence Collection Agency), 
dated 28 Juky 1944, Cairo, Egypt 

This cover bears the San Francisco post office U.S. POSTAL SERVICE NO. 2 machine postmark dated Aug 
1, 1944. Besides serving V-Mail stations in the Pacific theater it also handled mail from the Middle East 
(Cairo) and Persian Gulf theaters (Abadan). The letter states: "Each day is passing much like the others, 
nothing seems to be happening yet the day goes by before you know it." 
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V- MAL 

V-Mail sent from A.P.O. 787 from a sailor with JICA (joint Intelligence Collection Agency), 
dated 5 August, 1944, Cairo, Egypt 

This cover bears the New York post office U.S. POSTAL SERVICE NO. I machine postmark dated August 
15, 1944. It was used froml6 November 1943 through 20 October 1945. 
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V... — MAIL 

V-Mail sent from A.P.O. 787 from a sailor with JICA (Joint Intelligence Collection Agency), 
dated 6 August 1944, Cairo, Egypt 

This cover bears the New York post office U.S. POSTAL SERVICE NO. I machine postmark dated August 
22, 1944. It was used froml6 November 1943 through 20 October 1945. 
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V." - MAIL 

A.P.O. POSTMARK: 787, SEP 24 1945, Cairo, Egypt 
Type HS-21, A.P.O. centered at bottom of circle and A.P.O. number on 41h date line. 

A.P.O. 787, J-Ieadquarters, United States Army Forces in the Middle East, Headquarters, Africa-Middle East 
Theater (USAFIME), opened 21 January 1943 and discontinued operations IJuly 1946. 
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This is a completed V-Mail form that could not processed in the normal fashion but was sent through regular 
channels for the following reasons: 

The spaces provided on the message side of the form for the names and addresses of the recipient 
and the sender were not completed, and 

The message was not written within the marginal lines. 


