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The l arg~st phila t e lic lib rar y in 
the Am e ricas a nd proba bly th e la r gest 
in the entire w orld. is owned by th e 
C ollectors Club of N ew Y ork . 

The Libra ry w as s t a rted in 18D6 
under the guida n ce of M r. Hira m E. 
~)ea ts , who also w as the fir s t Libra 1·­
ia n. Mr. Dea ts wa s f o llow e d as L :­
hraria n by s uch di s ting uis h ed phila t el­
is t s a s J oseph S . Rich , J ohn i Valter 
Scot t, a nd in 191 8, b y Dr. J . B r ace 
C hittenden. 

Dr. Chittende n did m or e t o m a k e 
the Collectors C ub Li br a ry w h a t it i s 
t o -da y than anyon e n o t c losely as ­
socia t ed with the C lub can r eali ze. 
lt w as throug h his untiring wo rk tha t 
the s ple ndid Inde x w as es t a blis h ed . 
H e gav e unselfi shly of hi s tim e, w orlc­
in g almo3t ev e ry wee!;: da y a nd som e ­
time s on Sunda ys. 

Through his effort s th e C lub o b ­
tain ed a wonderful libra ry of phil­
a t e lic materia l a s sem b led by the la te 
Victor Suppa ntschitsch o f Au stria. 
L earning tha t thi s library w as fo : 
!O:a le, Dr. Chitte nd en l: r eva iled u Jl on 
som e of the m e mbe rs of th e C lub 
TO provide fund s f or it« pu rcha!<e. On 
it s a rriva l in N ew Y ork, Dr. Chitte n­
d e n s p en t m a ny m onth s cat a loguin g 
a nd arra nging the m a t e rial. The fin a l 
t a lly o f mater ia l rece ived was ov er 
twentv- e ight thou sand item s, in clud ­
ing some of the r a r E'st it ems In th e 
fi e ld. 

Oth er gifts and acquis itions which 
h ave been <a dd ed to the libra r y in­
clude the Joseph S. Ri ch library, the 
J ohn ~'alter S cott libra ry, the Abra ­
h a m H a tfield 'ibra ry, the J. M . B a r­
t e ls libra ry, the E . B. Sterling library , 
a nd m a ny other s. In 1927 three m e m­
b&rs p~ovided fund s for the purchase 
of the Pablo Busch lib ra r y of Buenos 
A: r e s , which was especia lly s tron g in 
the p eriodica ls o f the S outh A m e rican 
countries. 

At the present time the Libra r y i s 
housed on the se cond a nd third noon 
of the Coll ect ors Club h ome a t 22 
E ast 35th Street, N ew York C it y. On 
the second floor w ill b e found th <> 
Handbooks, Periodicals , Card Index. 
C urr0nt Lite rature Tnd ex . a nd the Li ­
hra ria n' s desk. Th e third fl oor Is d" ­
voted to filing of Ca t a lo!:!"u es. Au cti n·1 
Cata log u es , Gove rn men t P ublicat !o""· 
and sections conta in in g ma t eri a l cov ­
e ring the va riou s Phil a t elic Exhibition s 
of a ll nations a nd the ac tivi ties of 
the variou s Phila t e lic Societi e~. 

Jn moving into the ir n ew cl uh ­
h ou se in 1937. mu ch thou ght was g 'v ­
en by the Library Committee a n<l 
noa rd of Governor s to th e oroPer 
h ousin g of this w ond erful libra r v. 
M·u ch n ew shelvin g h a d t o h e p r ovi<l­
ed a nd n ew cas es e r ect ed . for a ll th e 
s h elves a r e e n c losed in lock ed cases. 
A n e w syst e m of c lassif ica tion h all 
t :i be worlced out. Afte r clue d e'. ibe r­
a tion , it w as d ecided t o m a k e three 
gen er a l c lassifica tions- H ;indbook ,,;, 
P e riodicals a nd Ca ta logu es-breaking 
t h ese d own into s ub- c la sses whe .·e 
n ecessar y. 

In the m a tte r of a rra n gem e nts, th e re 
\ve r e m a ny fi e lds o f thou g h t. Some 
sug ges t ed the D e wey D ecm a l system , 
others a pla in a lpha b etical a rra n ge ­
ment, e t c. F ina lly it w as d ecided th:i t 
s ince the library w as a libra ry on jus t 
on e s ubj ec t-Phila t e ly-tha t n othin g 
could be m or e s imple thctn to a l'­
ran ge the files in the orde r in wh .c h 
t h e countries a p pear ed in the S cott 
S t a nda rd Cat a log u e, whic h , a ft er a il . 
I >" the bas is of m ost s t a mp colJectin g . 
The r e wer e some m odification s to 
this plan, s u ch as g rouping th e col­
onie s unde r the m othe r country in 
the case of the H a ndbook sectio n :, 
~nd the sepa ra tion of P e rioclica s in­
t o those publish ed in th e Eng lis h 
lan g u age a nd those in f o r eign t ong u e :. 

A s n vw a rra n ged, the firs t sectio n 
of the H a ndbool< fil es, (each section 
conta ins from e ig hteen t o twe nty - on e 
1 unning feet o f s h elf s;lace) co nta in :.; 
a ll bool<s b ea ring on the U nited 
S tates. Thi s i s brok en d own into s ub­
divis ion s coverin g Ge n er a l Issu e .. 
C omme m oratives, E n v elopes, R e ven­
ues, F ra nks and Expre s s es, P ost­
m a rlcs, Can cella tion s , Possession s , a nc1 
oth f' r s, a s w ell as a divis '.on fo r m a ­
t e ri a l covering the Confedera t e State~. 

The n ex t case conta ins th e section 
covering H a ndbooks whi ch d eal with 
t he entire w orld, s u ch a s, Ca t a log ·.O 
fo r Adva n ced Collectors, the K ohl 
H a ndbuch, e t c . Jn this sec tion als •• 
w ill be found division s co vering su ch 
s ubjec t s as For geries, R e prints , E s­
bay s a nd Proofs, W a t ermarks, a nd un · 
s h e l f d ev o t ed t o th e cat a 1ogu es a nrl 
d escription s o f w orld f a m ou s coll ec t­
ion s a nd a u ct ion s , s u ch a s th e F er­
rary, Hind, Wor thing t on , e t c . 

N ext com e the section s conta ining 
t h e H a ndbook s cov e rin g s pecific 
ccuntries. U n der each country the 
b ook s are arra n ged b y a uthor' s n a m e. 
a lph abeti cally. A fte r this ther e i s a 
.:ection called "Miscella n eou s." Th is 
cover s that great num ber of b oo l< q 
w hich h ave b ee n written on the gen ­
e r a l s ubjec t of S ta mp co· lecting a n d 
w hich , as a ru le , d eal in gen er a lities. 
Th e las t case in th e H a ndbook secti on 
i s d evo te d t o the on e hund•·ed a n1l 
l? igh ty - s ix v olumes of photog raph 'c 
reprodu cti on s of th e f a m ou s Edward 
S . Kna pp collection. 

A cr oss the r oom a r e the P e riodi cal 
eases . The first four ~ecti ons a r e d e­
, . o te cl t o pe ri odicals w hich h a v e been 



published in the United States. Th e 
fi!es contain copies of the "Stamp 
CoJector's Record," the first phila telic 
paper published in our country-1864, 
2.nd cover the great majority of all 
publications right down to date . Fol­
iowing the United States sections are 
tl>ose for periodicals printed in the 
English la nguage outside the United 
l"tates. These are arranged by country 
of origin and alphabetically under 
each country. The last nine cases 
contain periodicals printed in foreign 
languages. These a lso are a rranged 
uy countries alphabetically from Abys­
sinia to Venezuela. The sections con­
taining French, German, and Spanish 
l'apers are most impressive and con­
t a in m a ny items which do n ot appear 
on shelves of other libraries. 

In the room assigned to Catalogues, 
the files are very complete. It has been 
s tated by competent authorities that 
the fi:es are probably the most com­
plete in the world. Volumes of the 
Scott Catalogue from the beg inning 
uf the multipage issues, Stanley Gib­
bons, Yvert & Tellier, Senf, Zumstein, 
a nd a ll the other prominent cata­
logues, as well as many others which 
few h a ve ever heard about. In the 
files are copies of almost all the very 
early catalogues of the 1860's. One 
interesting volume contains th e first 
catalogue ever published, the Berger­
Levrault of September 1861. 

No sma!l task is the indexing of 
all this material. Every Handbook is 
indexed in at least three ways. Firs t 
a card indexing it by title , a second 
card listing it under author's name, 
und then a third card, (and sometimes 
this reaches to the thirteenth card), 
li s ting the b oo l< under every subject 
covered. For example, if the book 
covers the stamps of the British Col­
<·nies in the ·west Indies, it is neceg .. 
£ary to m a ke a card for every colony 
mentioned. 

On the "title" card is shown pertin­
e nt information as to n a me of pub­
i isher, d a te of pub:ication, bindinf; , 
number of pages, size of page and 
a ny other data available. This in­
formation is not typed on the "author" 
or "subject" cards. Every card also 
~'hows p la in1y in just which section 
that particu lar b r. ok is filed so that 
'.t can be located without loss of time. 

P eriodicals have an index of their 
own. This is arranged by countries 
alphabetically. Each card shows the 
title of th e paper. place of publication. 
n a m e of publisher or editor. Then is 
l isted exactly what items our file~ 
<'ontain. If there are a ny issues miss­
ing in a particular volume, s pace is 
left in proper sequence for the in· 
..-.ertion of the number of thHt issue 
should it b e received at a later date. 
Foe current periodicals a different 
type card is used. This has the same 
information as before at the top, but 
lhe body of the card is ruled off into 
spaces for each m onth, a nd as each 
issue is received, its number is placed 
in the proper space. Should an issue 
:n iss de:ivery, it is immediately dis­
covered when the n ext number is r e ­
ceived a nd a printed form postal card 
sent to the publisher requesting a 
copy of the missing issue. All cards 
covering c urrent periodicals are mark­
<:d with a bright colored metal tab 
for quick references; and these cards 
a r e gone over quarterly. If no issues 
have b een received during· tha t time, 
i11quiries. a r e made of the publishers 
to find out if the paper has ceased 
publication and requesting that files 
be brought up to da te if this is not 
the case. 

Prior to the start of the present 
world war, the Library was regularly 
receiving over one hundred and s ev ­
e nty periodicals from all parts of the 
world. To-day this number is m u ch 
less due to world conditions. The Li­
hrary has r eceived word from some of 
the publishers in foreign lands t hat 
it is impossible to mail their papers 
now but tha t they were saving a file 
Jor our Library and that th e files 
would be sent when conditions are 
normal. 

Another ac tivity of the Library is 
the "Current Literature Index." All 
periodicals received are carefully look­
ed over and a ny worthwhile articles 
'.nd rxed. Two types of cards are used 
for thi ~ . "subject" and "author." The 
.. subject" card shows the country to 
wh ich the article refers, author, n ame 
-:.f periodical , volume and issue num­
bers and date published. The "author" 
cards only list name of periodical and 
subject with date of a rticle. At pres­
e nt thi c; index only covers the period 
from J a nu ary 1939 to date, but var­
ious members are worldng on sorrie of 
the more noted periodicals t • carry 
the indexing bacl' to the start of th ' · 
journal. Some of these h a ve be ~n 
completed, but it will take sever.'1.1 
years of continued steady work to 
complete the entire t ask . ·when it ' s 
finish ed, it will b e one of the mo~t 
valuable reference sources possible. 

There are still many gaps to be 
filled in the files of both Handhool" 
nnd Periodicals, and with each pass­
in P- year, it hecomes increasin~ly more 
.diffi~u·t: but the Collectors C lub Li­
brary and its Library Committee are 
continu a lly w~ rkin°· to make the 
holdings more cornplet<'. Perfect•o,, 
,,-q1 nroha hlv nf'vPr be accomplished. 
that is too mu ch to expect. hut with 



each year, the files g 1·ow m ore com­
plete a nd the "Want List" get s sma!l­
u. This is accomplished throug h do­
notions from interested fri ends, ex­
c h a nges with other philatelic socie ty 
libraries, a nd in a few rare instances, 
by purchase. The Library h as a ve;·y 
large accumula tion of duplicate ma- . 
t e ria l in Handbooks a nd Periodicals 
which are avail able for exch a n ge pur­
poses or sale. In the case of sales, the 
proceeds are use d t o h elp defray the 
expense of permanently binding vol­
umes. 
From the original Lib c·a r y of ap ­
proximately o n e hundred books bac:c 
in 1896 to the present Library of over 
on e hundred a nd ten thousand items, 
is a far str e t ch. The Collectors Club is 
justly proud of its Library a nd ac ­
kn owledges it debt to those far - sight­
ed members, inte rested in philatelic 
lite r ature, who so firm·y pla nted ·the 
seeds, carefully watched over it 
through the seedling stage into the 
budding stat e a nd passed it on to u s, 
the members @f to-day, to pick th e 
blossom~ from-The Largest Philatelic 
Library in the ' 'V 0cld. 
R epdnted by permission from Philatelic Literature Review. 
R ULES FOR THE LIBRARY 

1. All p e rsons usin g th e Library shall be r equired to r egister t h e ir name s in 
a. bool< · p r ovided for tha t purpose. 

2. Any books removed from th e s h elves shall be r eturned to the Libra rian 's 
desk a nd rtc>t r eplaced on the shelves by the borrower. 

3. M embers will not be perm itted to borrow m ore tha n three volu mes at a n i 
one time. 

4. Unbou n d numbers of periodicals cannot b e r emove d from th e Library. 
5. o ,;t of lown members, on written a p p lication t o Libraria n , m ay h ave, n ot 

to .exceed three volumes, sent th em charges collect, for n ot more than tw, 
Wfo£,ks, and they mu s t be return ed in good condition a ll char ges prepaid. 

6. M e mbe rs not r e turning the books within t h e specified tim e shall be d enied 
t;10 further privileges of the Library until a ll books borrowed h ave b een 
r e turned. 

7. N"v11- memoers may be g ranted th e pr iv ilege of the Libra r y on approved 
app lication by the Library committee, but w ill n ot be a llowed t o r emove 
l:>ooks from the Librar y. 

8. Ha re or s p ecia l books cannot be taken from t h e Library rooms or loan ed 
t o out- of-town m e mbers w ithout the written permission of the Library 
committee. 

9 . DLlplicat e periodicals, h a ndbooks, pamphle ts , e t c ., s hall be l<ert in a separ­
a t e room, anu the sale price shall be clearly marked on each ite m. 

10 . Memberb bon·owing b ooks from the Library sh a l '. sae tha t each ite m is 
r eco rded in hi s name by the Librarian or h is deputy, and further see that 
when ren;rned they are disch arged from the record. 

11 . The Libra1·y Cases must be kept Jocked at a ll times. 
12 . NE\\/ BOOKS may not be loan ed from t he Library fo r a pei"iod of nin e t y 

(90) day,; from the date of their acq uisition. 
13. c_.·. 'i."P LOG U ;_ S may n ot be loan ed for a perio d of o ne (1) ye::ir from d ate 

of issue. 

These rul e:> m ay be nmended or added to from time t o time as requi r ed. 


