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The largest philatelic library in
the Americas and probably the largest
in the entire world, is owned by the
Collectors Club of New York.

The Library was started in 1896
under the guidance of Mr. Hiram .
Deats, who also was the first Librar-
ian. Mr. Deats was followed as Li-
bhrarian by such distinguished philatel-
ists as Joseph S. Rich, John Walter
Scott, and in 1918, by Dr. J. Brace
Chittenden.

Dr. Chittenden did more to make
the Collectors C ub Library what it is
to-day than anyone not closely as-
sociated with the Club can realize.
It was through his untiring work that
the splendid Index was established.
He gave unselfishly of his time, work-
ing almost every week day and some-
times on Sundays.

Through his efforts the Club ob-
iained a wonderful library of phil-
atelic material assembled by the late
Victor Suppantschitsch of Austria.
Learning that this library was fo-
sale, Dr. Chittenden yprevailed upon
some of the members of the Club
to provide funds for its purchase. On
its arrival in New York, Dr. Chitten-
den spert many months cataloguing
and arranging the material. The final
tally of material received was over
twentv-eight thousand items, includ-
ing some of the rarest items in the
field.

Other gifts and acquisitions which
have been :added to the library in-
clude the Joseph S. Rich library, the
John Walter Scott library, the Abra-
ham Hatfield library, the J. M. Bar-
tels library, the E. B. Sterling lbrary,
and many others. In 1927 three mem-
bers provided funds for the purchase
of the Pablo Busch library of Buenos
Aires, which was especially strong in
the periodicals of the South American
countries.

At the present time the Library is
noused on the second and third floors
of the Collectors Club home at 22
Fast 35th Street, New York City. On
the second floor will be found the
Handbooks, 7Periodicals, Card Index,
Current Literature Tndex, and the Li-
brarian’s desk. The third floor is de-
voted to filing of Catalocues. Auction
Catalogues, Government Publications.
and sections containing material cov-
ering the various Philatelic Exhibitions
of all nations and the activities of
the various Philatelic Societies.

In moving into their new club-
house in 1937. much thought was giv-
en by the Library Committee and
Board of Governors to the proper
housing of this wonderful librarv.
Much new shelving had to he provid-
ed and new cases erected, for all the

shelves are enclosed in locked cases.
A new system of classification had
to be worked out. After due deliber-
ation, it was decided to make three
general classifications— Handbooks,
Periodicals and Catalogues—breaking
these down into sub-classes whe.e
necessary.

In the matter of arrangements, there
were many fields of thought. Some
suggested the Dewey Decmal system,
others a plain alphabetical arrange-
ment, etc. Finally it was decided that
since the library was a library on just
one subject—Philately—that nothing
could be more simple than to ar-
range the files in the order in wh.ch
the countries appeared in the Scott
Standard Catalogue, which, after all,
1s the basis of most stamp collecting.
There were some modifications to
this plan, such as grouping the col-
onies under the mother country in
the case of the Handbook section,
2nd the separation of Periodica s in-
to those published in the Enzlish
ilanguage and those in foreign tongue .

As now arranged, the first section
of the Handbook files, (each section
contains from eighteen to twenty-one
1unning feet of shelf space) contains
all books bearing on the United
States. This is broken down into sub-
divisions covering General Issue,,
Commemoratives, Envelopes, Reven-
ues, Franks and Expresses, Post-
marks, Cancellationz, Possessions, and
others, as well as a division for ma-
terial covering the Confederate States.

The next case contains the section
covering Handbooks which deal with
the entire world, such as, Cataloz .c¢
for Advanced Collectors, the Kohl
Handbuch, etc. In this section als.
will be found divisions covering such
subjects as Forgeries, Reprints, Es-
says and Proofs, Watermarks, and 9n
shelf devoted to the catalogues and
descriptions of world famous collect-
ions and auctions, such as the Fer-
rary, Hind, Worthington, etec.

Next come the sections containing
ithe Handbooks covering specific
ccuntries. Under each country the
books are arranged by author’s name,
alphabetically. After this there is a
section called “Miscellaneous.” This
covers that great number of books
which have been written on the gen-
eral subject of Stamp Co’lecting and
which, as a rule, deal in generalities.
The last case in the Handbook section
is devoted to the one hundred and
eighty-six volumes of photographic
reproductions of the famous Edward
S. Knapp collection.

Across the room are the Periodical
cases. The first four sections are de-
voted to periodicals which have been



published in the United States. The
files contain copies of the “Stamp
Co.lector’'s Record,” the first philatelic
paper published in our country—I1864,
2nd cover the great majority of all
publications right down to date. Fol-
iowing the United States sections are
those for periodicals printed in the
English language outside the United
States. These are arranged by country
of origin and alphabetically under
each country. The last nine -cases
contain periodicals printed in foreign
languages. These also are arranged
by countries alphabetically from Abys-
sinia. to Venezuela. The sections con-
taining French, German, and Spanish
rapers are most impressive and con-
tain many items which do not appear
on shelves of other libraries.

In the room assigned to Catalogues,
the files are very complete. It has been
stated by competent authorities that
the files are probably the most coni-
plete in the world. Volumes of the
Kcott Catalogue from the beginning
of the multipage issues, Stanley Gib-
bons, Yvert & Tellier, Senf, Zumstein,
and all the other prominent cata-
logues, as well as many others which
few have ever heard about. In the
files are copies of almost all the very
early catalogues of the 1860’s. One
interesting volume containg the first
catalogue ever published, the Berger-
Levrault of September 1861.

No small task is the indexing of
all this material. Every Handbook is
indexed in at least three ways. First
a card indexing it by title, a second
card listing it under author’s name,
and then a third card, (and sometimes
this reaches to the thirteenth card),
listing the bcok under every subject
covered. For example, if the book
covers the stamps of the British Col-
c¢nies in the West Indies, it is neces-
sary to make a card for every colony
mentioned.

On the “title” card is shown pertin-
ent information as to name of pub-
jisher, date of publication, binding,
number of pages, size of page and
any other data available. This in-
formation is not typed on the “author”
or “subject” cards. Every card also
¢hows plainly in just which section
that particular beok is filed so that
it can be located without loss of time.

Periodicals have an index of their
own. This is arranged by countries
alphabetically. Each card shows the
title of the paper, place of publication,
name of publisher or editor. Then is
Jisted exactly what items our files
contain. If there are any issues miss-
ing in a particular volume, space is
left in proper sequence for the in-
certion of the number of that issue

should it be received at a later date.
For current periodicals a different
type card is used. This has the same
information as before at the top, but
the body of the card is ruled off into
spaces for each month, and as each
issue is received, its number is placed
in the proper space. Should an issue
'niss de.ivery, it is immediately dis-
covered when the next number is re-
ceived and a printed form postal card
sent to the publisher requesting a
copy of the missing issue. All cards
covering current periodicals are mark-
¢d with a bright colored metal tab
for quick references; and these cards
are gone over quarterly, If no issues
have been received during that time,
inquiries are made of the publishers
to find out if the paper has ceased
publication and requesting that files
be brought up to date if this is not
the case.

Prior to the start of the Dpresent
world war, the Library was regularly
receiving over one hundred and sev-
enty periodicals from all parts of the
world. To-day this number is much
less due to world conditions. The Li-
hrary has received word from some of
the publishers in foreign lands that
it is impossible to mail their papers
now but that they were saving a file
for our Library and that the files
would be sent when conditions are
normal.

Another activity of the Library is
the “Current Literature Index.” All
periodicals received are carefully look-
ed over and any worthwhile articles
indcxed. Two types of cards are used
for this, “subject” and “author.” The
“subject” card shows the country to
which the article refers, author, name
~»f periodical, volume and issue num-
bers and date published. The ‘“author”
cards only list name of periodical and
subject with date of article. At pres-
ent this index only covers the period
from January 1939 to date, but var-
ious members are working on some of
the more noted periodicals t» carry
the indexing back to the start of th~
journal. Some of these have beo>n
completed, but it will take severa!
vears of continued steady work to
complete the entire task. When it is
finished, it will be one of the mo-t
valuable reference sources possible.

There are still many gaps to be
filled in the files of both Handbooks
and Periodicals, and with each pass-
ine year, it becomes increasingly more
difficu’t: but the Collectors Club Li-
brary and its Library Committee are
continually w-rkin» to make the
holdings more complete. Perfection
«ill nrohablv mever be accomplished,
that is too much to expect, but with



each year, the files grow more com-
plete and the “Want List” gets small-
er. This is accomplished through do-
notions from interested friends, ex-
changes with other philatelic society
libraries, and in a few rare instances,
by purchase. The Library has a very
large accumulation of duplicate ma-
terial in Handbooks and Periodicals
which are available for exchange pur-
poses or sale. In the case of sales, the
proceeds are used to help defray the
expense of permanently binding vol-
umes.

From the original Library of ap-
proximately one hundred books back
in 1896 to the present Library of over
one hundred and ten thousand items,
is a far stretch. The Collectors Club is
justly proud of its Library and ac-
kncwledges it debt to those far-sight-
ed memkbers, interested in philatelic
literature, who so firm'y planted the
seeds, carefully watched over it
through the gseedling stage into the
pudding state and passed it on to us,
the members of to-day, to pick the
blecssoms from—The Targest Philatelic

Library in the World.

Reprinted by permission from Philatelic Literature Review.

RULES FOR THE LIBRARY

1. All persons using the Library shall be required to registér their names in
a book provided for that purpose. '

2. Any books removed from the shelves shall be returned to the Librarian’s
desk and not replaced on the shelves by the borrower.

3. Members will not be permitted to borrow more than three volumes at an;,
one time.

4. Unbound numbers of periodicals cannot be removed from the Library.

5. Out of town members, on written application to Librarian, may have, not
{0 exceed three volumes, sent them charges collect, for not more than tw)
weeks, and they must be returned in good condition all charges prepaid.

6. Members not returning the books within the specified time shall be denied
the further privileges of the Library until all books borrowed have been
returned.

7. Non-mempers may be granted the privilege of the Library on approved
application by the Library committee, but will not be allowed to remove
books from the Library.

8. Rare or special books cannot be taken from the Library rooms or loaned
to out-of-town members without the written permission of the Library
committee.

9. Duplicate periodicals, handbooks, pamphlets, etc., shall be kert in a separ-
ate room, and the sale price shall be clearly marked on each item.

10. Members borrowing books from the Library shal! see that each item is
recorded in his name by the Librarian or his deputy, and further see that
when returned they are discharged from the record.

11. The Library Cases must be kept locked at all times.

12. NEW BOOKS may not be loaned from the Library for a period of ninety
(90) days from the date of their acquisition,

13. CA7TALOGUL S may not be loaned for a period cf one (1) year from date
of issue.

These rules may be amended or added to from time to time as required.




