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STA1'1P COLLECTING 

We offer to collectors the world 's most efficient service in 
forming outstanding collections of Airmails in every phase 
of Aerophilately : 

NEW ISSUES: We maintain a complete New Issue Service 
of mint Airmail Stamps, includ ing the scarce 
issues. By subscribing to t h is service you are 
assured of acquiring new items in the most eco­
nomical way. Write for folder giving full 
part iculars. 

RARITIES : We handle rare airmail issues which are issued 
in very limi ted quantities and usual ly not obtain­
able in the open market. 

ERRORS AND VARIETIES : Through our many connect ions 
all over the world , we are in a position to offer a 
large number of scarce errors and varieties to our 
clients. Most of these issues a re subm itted on ou r 
New Issue Service as they appeared, before 
prices increased. 

AIR LETTER SHEETS : We also service new issues of a ir 
letter sheets-a new and very popular field of 
Aerophilately. Our service offers a ll new air 
letter sheets, including scarce issues. Write for 
further deta ils. 

AUCTION SALES: Our next sale now in preparation , 
dates soon to be announced. If you are not on 
our mailing list, please write for the catalog of 
the sale which w ill include mint, used ai rmail 
stamps, and many desirable covers. 

We welcome your inquiries regarding any 
of the above services. 

F. W. !\.ESSLER 
500 Fifth A venue New York 36, N. Y. 
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• 
FRA CE'S 1.50 Frs. AIR MAILS OF 1930-31 

Three Different Issues 

This i an air mail is ue, whicli, in ou r op1111on, has neve r been properly understood 
in this country. Ever since the stamps have been cataloged b}' cott, we have questioned 
their listinJ?S a entirely ;iccu rate because they neither are in chronological order nor depict 
the 1.·o fr . ai r mails of 1930-31 as they were issued and sold. 

First Issue 

There is no misunder randing about the lirst stamp. The 1.50 fr . denomination 
(shown a deign Scott AP1 ) is th1 firs/ dr/iuitif'e nir mnil stamp of France. ft was 
is ued in June 1930 with a ca rmine colo r for a · pecial Right th at carried air post at the 
\

0

incennes Aviation :\I eeting. A fterwa rcls, this denomination saw much use on the regu­
lar ai r mail e rvice. One must remember that a regularly scheduled civilian air post 
se rvice lrnck in 1930 was j u t abou t sta rting. Ex tensive public use was slow, fear still 
beinJ? e-.:i tent about the danj?er of llyin(!:. The era of experiments, pioneer barnstormers 
and trial Rights had jusr about ended. Governments now were steppin(!:' in to conduct a 
~et ~chedule of air mail. 

Second Issue 

An International Air Post E,position wa~ held in Paris at the P avillon <le :\l arsan 
frnm ~ ovcmber 6 to 20. 1930. Typical of most international philatelic e,,hibitions, the 
Commit tee for rhe 1930 E-.:position had been successful 111 prevailing upon the French 
:\I inistry nf Pm,b to issue a special stamp. 

The ~amt' de ign ( con AP 1) wa• used for another 1.'iO frs. air mail. only the color 
\\a, changed from ca rmine to 11ltra111nri11r. This was ready for sale on the opening day 
of the F.,pm.ition, ~ ovembcr o, 1930. ft was nut suld al its fart tJnlue, but 011/y nloug 
with a tirkrt of ndmiswm to the f. :rpusitio11 fur 1.50 /rs. plus 5 /rs. In addition , all 
copies of the new ultramarine stamp had been punched with the initial, "E. I. P. A. 30", 
chi, being rhe abbreviation of "E,positi<ln In ternationale de P oste Aericnne 1930''.1 

The stam1>s were printed in sheets of 25 ( • ' 5 )~ The initials were perfornted four 
different "a~ .. , <ln the sheet, facing left, right, normal and reversed. All source we con­
'ulted mention this fact :i. but we \\ere unable to locate one tha t e.xplained the reason for 
punchinir the initials in this manner. Fig,, 1 and 2 ,,how a complete ~heet of 2· punched. 

Durin!! the E~position in Pari:. from ~ovember 6th to 20th, several pecial Right 
"ere made 1. pecial ~ouvenir post card were princed for this usaf!e and old at 5 franc 
each ( Fig.~). Each po,.t card \\ a~ numbered. ~J ention i made of "a series of 3 po. t 
ca rds" 3 , bur \\C have ~een onl} one type. From :\ovember 12th to 16th, official trial 
with fast air mail bet\\ een Pa ri,,, a neif!hboring capital of a nearby country, and back to 
Paris all \\ ithin one day were carried out. For instance, one such Right went from 
Paris-Bru~sel;;-Paris. All mail "·a, cancelled" ith a special large circular device (Fig. 3). 

I Theodore Chnmpion .. Cntaloruc Jc In l'o>tc Acricnne ... 1934. rn'c ;;. 

•Champion· .. llulciin :\lcnsurl". June 193u pHc 3;. 

1 "I.' Echo de Timbroloric" Ocrobtr 1930 pp. 1 2 6-;. 

• "L'Echo de Timbrolo!(ie .. 1930. poue q34. 
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Fig. 1 A complete sheet of 25 of the I .SO frs . ultramarine punched with the 1n1t1als 
E. I P. A. 30 for sale at the International Air Post Exposition November 6-20. 1930. This 
sheet 1s from the Adrien Boutrelle Collection. Mr. Boutrelle supplied all photographs for 
this article woth his compliments. 

Tht> •tamp useJ un these post carJs ''a-; the 1.-0 fr~. ultramarint: \\ ich the initial 
E. l. P. A. JO. ( Fif!. ; ) . .\ I r. J. Le Pileur. Prc-iJent of thc OrJ!ani7inl! u1mmircee of 
the £,po•itiun recorded 1 that chi.; mail weiJ?heJ 11 kilOJ!• and con.i-tc<l of 2. ~q car<l~. 

The \I ricer pu--cs'e' a Ill} •teriou'i po"t cafd \I hich he purcha,c<l :it a "\ c,, York 
am:tion a fe\1 years ag:o. The stamp on chis card i~ 1111/ the ul t ramarine but th1 1.;;<> /rr. 
rar111i111 p1111rl11•rl with tilt' i11itials R. / . P. d. 30. (Fig. 6) This carJ was 'cnr h) .\ I r . 

. L. Bayer, no\1 the prupriccor of the Penny Black tamp Co .. 11b '.\a •• au ' t .. "\ e11 
York, \. . Y., an<l aJdre•st:d to him-elf "Po<te Restance" ( Fif!. 7) . .\"o French caralof! 
nor reterence -ource con-ulced h) u- mentioned the carmine .ramp with the E. I. P . A. 30. 
Cpnn inquiry recently . .\I r. Bayer remembers the 1930 Pari;; Air Po't E'\position livi<ll) 
which he attended. I l e recollect> that .omeune had .nmc of the 1. -o fr•. carmine air 
mai(, 11 irh the punched in itials. 11 c bou)!ht some co1lies, using most of chem on mail. 
Althouf!h ht• cannot accou nt for the e'\ istencc nf the carmine ,ramp punched. we 'u rmi"e 
that 1wrhap< a fe\\ "heers were punched b) favor. being unofficial. Ot cour,c. the carmine 
~tamp •till \I a> valid for po.c::ige in "\ n\'emher 1930, , u that ir- u•e with or \I ithout the 
initial' was pcrmi .. sihle. If anyone has further information ahout the carmine -ramp 
\I irh thr punched E. I. P. A. 30, the writer "ould 11elcomc hearing from him. 

Third Issue 

.\lmo<t one )C:1r later. chi, 1.;o fr<. air mail \I a~ re-i,,,ucd on J uly 22. 19.l• anJ 
rcmainc<I in ti-e for regular air mail for a numher of years. 1 The 1931 re-is:me is easily 
lli<tingui,hcd irom the 1930 stam(l. First of all. the color i> a 1leciJc1l hluc, not ultra­
marin1-. And a lso the impression of thr re-issued scamp is not a, clear and sharp :1' on 
the 1930 issue. Due to its lm1)!C>t sale anJ U>e. the 1931 re-i,,ue remain• a compar:t­
ti\'el~ n mmon <tamp. 

36 October, 195.J. 
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Fig. 2. The same shee t as shown in Fig. 1 but with the color of the basic stamps fil te red 
to better display the in1t1als and how they were punched into the sheet It would seem 
from examine lion tha t lwo vertical rows were punched 1n one operation. 

• .J UfJ l'/11/a1dis1.J11110/J 

Choice A i rmails 

frequen tly appear in Harmer Rooke auc­
tions. For instance, the " De Pinedo" and 
"Columbia" shown here are in the mag­
nificen t collec t ion of the late William Fi tts 
of Moravia, N. Y.-primarily a U. S. collec­
tion-which we are selling on Nov. 2-4. 
It also includes a stunning copy of the U. S 
24c inverted center. 

Ask for a catalog today. 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., IN C. 
Lu11/111g .J 11rt io11t rrs of Fint lamps 

560 Fifth Avenue, New York 36, N. Y . 
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A B 

Fig. 3 . The special cancellations used on flights during the 1930 Air Post Exposition. Accord­
ing to Champion's Air Post Catalogue, these two types of cancels were used. 

Catalog Treatment 

~ O\\' ll"ich th is background, let us consult the cott Catalogue listings. The fir t 
edition used is che 19.p cott Air Post Stamp Cacaloguc \\'ich che fo llowing : 

"1930 C6 AP 1 1.50 fr. deep ultramarine (6o,ooo) -··-···-·--- Sr. ·o 
a.) Re-issue, worn plate '3 1 .. __ _ _ _ .2 - .06" 

Fog. 4. An example of one of the Special Post Cards used for the Special Flights during 
November 1930. 

38 October, 195+ 
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Fig. 5. The address side of one of the Special Post Cards also franked with the ultramarine 
stamp punched E. I. P. A. 30 with a cancella t ion Champion Type A. 

The text notes before this listing read: 

" Issued ;\ ovember 6th, 1930, and sold exclusively at the International Air Post 
Exhibition, Paris. '.'ovember 6th-20th, 1930. 

"The t amp wa old at its face value plus • francs, the price of a ticket of ad­
mission to the e;\hibition. This special stamp being of the same design as regular air 
mail issue, authorities decided to perforate those sold at the exhibition with the initials 
'E. J. P. A. 30' (Exhibition International • de Poste Aerienne) so as to distinguish 
them from a re-issue which would sell at a normal face value of 1.50 fr. 

" In 1931 impressions of ::\o. C were made from worn plates and placed on ale 
at Post Offices at face value. The~e impressions have the lines of the clouds and back­
ground faint and broken." 

cott is ued another Air Post tamp Catalogue in •9.J2. France Co remained un­
changed. The nc'\t edition of this catalog was 19.J6, wherein the following altered listing 

found: 

" 1930-31 
C6-A P1 

Llnwmkcl. 
1. o fr. deep ultramarine (6o.ooo) 
a. \ iVithout perf initial 

Re-issue, \ Vorn Plate. 

Perf. 13 
.. $ 10.00 7. ·o 

6.00 .I 

b. 1. O fr. bright ultramarine ('31) ------- 25.00 15.00 
c. 1.50 fr. dark blue ( '31) 1.00 .05 
d. 1.50 fr. blue ('3 1) -· ---- 1.00 .05" 

• (Sir) Exposition lnternationnk 

A uo Philat t'/ist A 1mnls 39 
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Fig. 6 . The front of a Post Card franked with the mysterious CARMINE stamp perforated 
E. I. P. A. 30. This has the cancellation Champion Type B. 

There is no chanJ!e in rhe te'\t notes of the corr 19+6 edi tion from the previou 
19+1 -.p editions. 

' con has discontinued its Air Po.t ' tamp Catalo1rne~ after the 19+6 edition. There­
fo re from then cm , one must consult " rhe cott tandard Postage tamp Catalc>j!ue \ ·01. 
Tl " for the lis t inl! on France C6. Outside of the omi.sion of the text note,, one find. 
the same lis rinJ! of th is issue in cotr from 19.f.7 chrouJ!h the 1950 editions. But in the 
19-1 cott tandard Postage tamp Catalogue is th is amended listing : 

''C6 AP1 1. 50 f r. dark blue ('31) 

a. 1.50 fr . ultr:11n:1rine 
h. With perf. ini ti als (E I PA.10) 

3. -o 
10.00 

.08 

.10 

10.00 

" F irst prin tings of C6a and C6h ''ere sold exclusively at rhe Inte rnational Air Post 
Exhibition. P ari . :'\o\·ember 6-20, 1930. The stamp was sold at its face value plus 
- francs, the price of a ticket of admission to che exhibition. :\I osc of the stamps of 
the first printinJ! were perfor:1ted with the letters ' E JPA30'." 

The above lis tinl! and pricings 11 ith the text notes the rt af ter have remained unchanitcd 
up to che current edi tion of " the corr tandard CatalnJ!ue". 

anabria Air Post Catalogue'' has t\1 o major listings for this 1.50 

frs. ai r mail stamp. an. ~o. 6 i< rhe 1930 ultramarine with the initials E. I. P. A. 30. 
an. :\o. 6a is thi . ame stamp unpunched. an. \ o. 7 is the commoner 1931 blue 

re-issue, wh ile San. '\o. 7a is the sca rce r dull blue shade of chis issue and 7b is the 
scarcest bri1?ln ultrama rine color. The Sanabria cata loJ! prices reffcct the compara tive 

40 October, 1954 
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Fig. 7. The address side of the Post Card shown in Fig. 6. 
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value of each dis tinct color quite accura tely. The only matter of slight critici m with the 
anabria catalog i. the difficulty many may have to distinguish between 'an. 6a. the 

deep ultramarine, and 7b, the bright ultramarine. 

lt is our opinion, shared by many other , that Cott to be consistent with its te't 
notes ,;hould li,:t the 1930-31 issues imilar to that in anahria. 'Ve never could under­
s tand wh) the o riirinal 1930 issue should be listed as a minor varietr of the 1931 rc­
i,sue. The reasoning behind this mnr be that the 193 1 re-issue is a common s tamp, the 
one most collecto rs h ave. so th:1t muse be the major number. If Scott were to revise their 
lis ting. \\'e believe char the 1930 ultramarine wi th the initials E. I. P . A . JO could be 
listed ns Frn11rr CH r because this stamp wa not sold for its face vnlue of 1 .50 frs., but 
like a semi-postal of r. -o frs. + - frs. 

Our rca on,; fo r this ;;ugi::estcd rcvi ion in cott ~cem lop;ical. The 1930-31 1. · o f rs. 
air mails are tu•o diff t'rt'llf iuurs. easily disti ngui hell by color and im1>ression. The • , 
pre;;ent listing, in our opinion. depri\'es manr of collecting a most inreresting sramp, 
becau,.e a number of collector. using con bypass minor listing.. Certainly an air mail 
<;tamp <;peciali~t should not fo llow cott and be content with onlr a copy of the common 
Co. the 193 1 1.:;o frs. blue re-i,.,.ue. The saddest collector to ll• is che nne who claim> 
that he is nearly complete. l:pon inquiry one finds that man) in uch a group mean 
complete by major numbers in cott. A collector reachinir :1 dead-end often lose,. incere,.t. 
F o r his m' n ~ake, he should be advised to widen his field and not delude himself th:u 
"he i,. nea rly comple te except for a few irreat raritie,.." That is "hy '' e regard separate 
major listings of this i~suc as a real sen •ice to collectors. ( H . .1/. G. ) 
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GER~IA~Y'S LZ-129 I SUE O F 1936 

The Gum ~ lay Cause Damage 

1'1\11 years a!!o in "Tlir Ll1ro l'l11/at1·l1st's ,\',.,u" ( \ 'ol. \ · 11. pal?e -t7 ). 11e quoted 
from "The ::\l ercur} ' tamp Journal " about the type of gum u~ed by the '.\azi Gol'ern­
ment hack in 1936 ll'hen the se t of tll'o air mail s ( anabria 6-1--5, corr C-7-8) for use 
on the German air,hip, the " II indcnbu rg' ', \I'll< is,uc<l. Collectors 11 ere cautioned that 

/1411/,.//, ),,,,/, 

a certain amount of su lphuric acid \\'as contained in the J.!Um. ll'hich in time mif!ht damage 

man} copies of these stamp . The acid in the gum on these tll'O ·tamps ma} ei ther eat 

into the paper o r fo rm heavy dark sta in,. Consequently any mint stamps or copies on 

col'er with original f!Um need to he watched. 

Just recently 11e in pected a firs t flight cover dated :\ l ay 8. 1936 in our collection. 

and were shocked to sec both . tamps of the set on 11ur col'er badl>• Recked "ith stain,. 

An enlarged photo was taken by ::\Ir. Boutrelle to show thb present condition and is 

i1lu,trated here. In a black and white photof!raph. only the darker stains appear. The 

li!!hter ones du not ,ho". An apt description ll'uuld he to ay tbe stamp appear to be 

hea1•ih nicotine-stained. 

Fortunately, this set b not vrr) costly. But all are advi ed to C\amine any copies 

they pos:<ess to see if the gum is causin{!: stains or damage to the <tamps. Thi, may he 

one •et ,,,,, to collrrt 111i11t o. fl· or 011 ronrs if one i thinking of future preservation. 

42 OctfJbrr , 195./. 



Aero-Philately Found m 

Lindbergh's "Spirit of St. Louis" 

ome con•ider stamp collecting mundane, lacking colur and e"citemcnt. Con,equently, 
intere~t in writinj?s or talks about nhilatel} i confined to a small 1uoup of arden t stamp 
collectors. This is an opinion rather than a fact. ;-\ cverthch:-.s, accepting thi" opinion a' 
po;,sihly with some truth. often if one will seek background material associated with 
tamps, he will come up with some fa•cinatang material. For e"amplc. an air mail 'ramp 

collector "ill find a number of siJ!nificanc reference> to hi~ interest in the recent be.,t­
rller. "The 'pirit of t. Louis" by Charles A. Lindbergh. :\ l o~t every one know' that 

thi;, buok, '' hich l):ained a 19· + Pulitzer Prize for literature. is the derailed account of 
Lindbergh's t927 non- top solo Hight from ;\cw York to Paris. 

The stamp collector ah,·ar:< will remember LindherJ?h through the 1oc hlue air mail 
tamp. the linited 'rates issued in 1927 to mark his aviation accomplishment. The aero­

philatelist has more to associate with him, such as Cuba Scott C2 and Panama 2-6-7 plu;, 
a number of flight covers that Lindbergh ca rried with him as mail on his trips other than 
the historic ;\ ew York-Paris Hight. I ncidenrally, it is known that Lindbergh wa-. ver} 
sparing with his autograph so chat very few covers carried by him bear his ignature. 
( cc ill ustra ti on). 

Those who have read or mar read ''The Spirit of t. Louis" will find some passai:es 
that have a direct aero-philatelic reference. \Ve noted a number of them, but were 'truck 
b)' the followinJ! which have been extracted:-

PaJ!e 19. :\l ention of the famou Italian Ayer. De Pinedo, whom we can nc\•cr 
for~et because of the rare :\ ewfoundland stamp, an. t 1, Scott C+. 

Paj?e 167. "Those letters c reate a problem . . .. But I turned down a thousa nd 
dollars rather than ca rry a pound of mail". 

\ 

IN > .v·•"' q 

A't I.\ ''.1 <> t: 1 l 11 • • 

An aero-phila telic souvenir of Lindbergh, with his full signature, which is quite unusual. From 
the author's collection. Photo by Boutrelle. 

ti rro Pliilatrlist A 11110/s 43 



LI "DBERGH' " PIR/1' OF T. LOU/ " 

Page 29 . Reference~ to the famous 1919 Rights of Hawker and Alcock-Brown, 
whom aero-philatelists will always remember because of :-\ ewfoundland an. 1 and 8. 

con C1 and C2. which now rank among the gem of our hobby. 

Page .J6g. ..\Vha t limitles~ possibilities aviation holds when planes can fly nonscop 
hetween :'\cw York and Paris! The year will surely come when passengers and mail 
Ay every day from America to Europe. Of course Aying will cost much more than crans-
porcation by surface ship; bu t letters can be written on light-weight paper ...... . " 
A 1927 prophecy that came true within twenty yea rs. ometimes we wonder if the ai r 
mail s tamp collec tor properly appreciates the material he co llects in that he iully realize 
how those liccle pieces of paper have revolutionized not only our economy, methods of 
communication and travel, but our whole way of life. 

Page 98 ( the most direct reference to aero-philately}. "A stamp collector has offered 
me a thousand dollars to ca rry one pound of mail co Paris in the Spirit of t. L ouis! 
l reread his leteer: yes, a s ingle pound. He has seen newspape r notices about my project. 
T don't understand it: I don't ee why anybody is willing to pay so much money fo r a 
fc"· ouvenir cn\•clopc and scamps. A thousand dollars would help our financing quite 
a lot : and mayhe there arc other ways of earning money that I haven ' t thoul!ht about. 
But the principle involved- I've determined to hold down every ounce of excess weight. 
If I once start compromising. I won't know where to stop. Still-one pound-a thournnd 
dollars- I ' ll write to my partners about it". 

\Ve have thought lonJ.! about the above statements. Reading his book. one of course 
receives a good insight into Lindber!!h '. cha racter and personality. Our own impression 
was a man with a strong one-track mind. Aviation was his whole life. blotting out every­
thing else. I t was thi · strong dedication to hi profession that made Lindbergh achieve 
the almost impossible. Consequently one could not expect him to undersrnnd stamp col ­
lecro rs. It is, however. s ignificant to point out that H awker and Alcock- Brown in 191 9 

carried a pound of mail on their pioneer Trans-Atlantic Aights, which brinJ.!> us to a 
turrher thouj?ht about air mail stamp collecting. 

From time to time. within our own ranks we read o r hear of criti;i,m ahout certain 
air mail stamps such as the :'\ewfoundlancl " H awker·· and " D e Pinedo", the man}' 
"Graf Zeppelin" issues and the " Balho" stamps a totally unneces>ary issues. sometimes s11 
harshly hran<led as "philatelic rackets". But these unhappy c ritics fail to see the great 
se rvice:< these s ta mps rendered. All of these J.!reat pioneer flights seemed to be handi­
capped hecause of a lack of linancinj?. General Lindbc qrh in his book time and again mani­
fes ts th is as one of his greatest problems. In the passage quoted from paj!e 98 in the 
" ririt of t. Louis". "e see how temptinj! he found the offer of one thous:1nd dollars 
iur philatelic mail. H e finallr decided to reject it. But H :111·ker. for insrnnce, accepted it. 
Consequent!}. "e philatelist in retrospect contributed greatly to the development of avia­
tion a we cc it today. In the bej!inninJ!:s of aviation, philately was an e'cellent source 
tor raising the needed fin ances. Collectors were not exploited. \ o one h::ts prrwen a 
racket in connection with rhe s:ile of the stamps o r handling of the mail. o much c riti­
cism is not only entirely unwarranted. hut the critic, fail to see the far- reaching cum.c­
qucnre behind these air mail stamps. 

H ::twker almost declined to carry mail. But hr decidinJ?: to ca rry a very limited 
amount, he created a great souvenir of high value to stamp collectors. Lindbergh decided 
differentl~. H ad he instead acceptecl the CJffcr fnr philatelic mail. he too would have 
c reated a souvenir of exceptional philatelic value that would have endured for a lonJ! 
period of time. \Ve do not question his decision." hich was " ·i th with J.?reat merit. Had we 
been in his place a t that time, we prohahly would have reached the snme conclusion. But 
different from Lindbergh, we understand the sound wisdom of a thousand dollar offer 
for mail to be rnrried on his hL toric fli1?ht. It would have turnecl ou t to be another 
!!rear philatelic in"esrmcnt juH ns the other pioneer avia tion scamps have ru rned 
out to be. ( H. M. G. ) 
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NEWFOU DLAND 

DO-X Drop fail 

By C. H. C. HAR.\IER 

.\Ir. H . .\I. Gomlkind was J!Ood enough to \\ arn me he propo~ed to \\rite an article 
on the abuve suhjecr. Having now i;tudied this in \ 'ol. :--o. 1 of THE AERO 1'11 11.ATEL IST 

AXXAl.S, I had a n orportunity further to clu~ck lletails of the Right. It ~ till seem~ 111 me 
that there arc no i;ruunds to support the theory. 

First let us folio\\ the fortunes of the Do- on the two final l eg~ of her return trip 
to Berl in. The giant Aying boat left rhe panish port of \ "igo on .\l ay 23, 1932, passed 
ovtr ape Finistcrre. then over the open sea to 'ta rt Point (on the >nuthern tip of Devon) , 
and made for Calshot, the R. A. F. base near the mouth of 'outhampcon \\' acer. After 
tJyin!! up outhampton \\'ater she landed at Cabhot at 7.30 p. m. A g lance a t the map will 
show that on this flight the plane pas ed probably some 300 mile w the \\est of Pari,. and 
nowhere near London which i,. some 7"- mile,. '\ . E. of outhampwn. 

The following clay . .\I ar 2+. the plane left Calshot at 10 p. m. but did not fl~ over 
London. I t ma1le for H amburg, and from there un to Berlin reaching the German Capiwl 
at 6.30 p. m. 

It seem clear that at no time un eithe r lee was the plane anywhere near London 
or P aris. 

Dealinj! \\ ith the cover illustrated in the article as FiJ!. 1. this has the London post­
mark of .\I :n r 8 p. m. 

AccorclinJ? to our records some twenty covers received London arrival postmarks, 
mosrl} .\l ay 2; . some .\l ay 20. In the book. " :-- ewfouncllancl Air .\l ai ls 1919-19w". we 
illustrate on page 139 a cover \dth London .\l a) 2- -.30 p. m. postmark. 2 1 2 hour~ 
earlier than the so-called drop mail cover. \Ve >hO\\ it aJ!ain as Fij!". B. 

Probably very little mail went w F rance hut the backstamp of .\l ay 26 for the P ari 
uburb of t. loud i~ C'\aCtl) ''hat one would e'pect a" ,fill\\ n in your Fig ... 2 & J. 

I ha\'e <;een at lea~t one CO\'Cr to I relan;I involvinj!: a • imilar rail-~hip trip with the .\I :t} 
26 back stamp. A .\I ar 20 date would be abnormal!~ late if mail had been dropped ''hen 
the plane \\as flying t>\ er France on .\l a} 23. 

Fig. A. The Dorn ier Do-X at Holyrood p rior to the Atlantic crossing. 
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Fig. B. A Do-X cover with London May 25th postmark. 

( l/lu1/raliolfl b)' tire rourlCIJ of H. R. llarmrr l.11/ ., LoHdoH, f:,.g/a,.J.J 

ummariz ing the evidence against the drop mail theorr we find: 

( 1) On neither leg of the Right did the Do-X pass over Paris or London. 

(Continued on Pal!e 6o) 

Ont• Regular An~tions 
WITH OVER 2,500 LOTS 

Dt•t·.-mhcr. l~).i4 

Will contain a variety of material 

IRl'IAIL STAMP PROOF , E 

United tates, Briti h Colonie 

and Foreign 
ataloguc free on rNJUC I 

AY 

List of Philatelic Literature Will be Mailed Free Upon Written Request. 

BILLIG & RICH!' Inc. 
;,;, ~ e L 42od I.. uilc 630-1. ~ew York 36. X. Y. 
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LIBERIA 

New Variety Found on the 

1944 Local Surcharges Issue 

By GEORGE \ . L I :\~ 

The pair of air mail stamps on this Liberia cover ( Fig. 1) is unlisted by Sanabria 

and I know of no other cataloJ?; that ma}' list it. The .ender and addressee are both well 

known bein~ found on much Liberian mail, so I feel that there can be no question of it 

J?Cnuincne~s. 

anabria under Liberia :'\o. 68 lists the 2c lake and black triangular stamp sur­

charged 70 cents "ovpt'd ~·s at base obliterating oriJ?inal denomination and urcharged 

"ith new value". Sanabria :\o. 69 reads " ReJ?ular issue of 1936 ovpt'd wit11 a row of 

small ~tar in black or violet blue, obliteratinl! the oriJ?inal denomination and surcharited 

with new \•alue" and lists: 

contains over 600 choice Al R MAIL Lots. 

Catalogue free on request. 

Don't Miss this Remarkable 

Opportunity. 

S. SEREBRAl(IAN 
u PARK now. '\'E\\ YORK 38, ~- Y. 
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LIBERIA .. .. .. .. .. .. 
Mo r • ~ tl..,u l ·'"'- l 1.u 
J,., 1 r• l , lo. Y. , I 
Cn te~ ~t t•· s or ,.,_-..r c . ./ 

I I - I ' rJD,_.m,~~ 

... ... _, 
Fig. I . The front of the cover. 

3 7oe/ 2c lake and black ( B) $4-.00 

a. ~car in blue 

The oblitcr;uion aero~< the bottom on the CU\ er illu3trated from my collection ap­

pears w be a •olid bar. about a •i,-point "luj!, runninl! clear aero<, the >tamp.• ( riJ:?. 2) . 

The stamps are cancelled :.\l onrovia February 26. 1946 and backsrnmped :\ew York, 

:\. Y. :.\larch 4. 1946. 

In m) collection are ' anabria 66, 67. 68 u~cd, unused and some of the minur varietie 

of these. But this variety oi .\o. bg with the obliteration of crosses not stars i< unli<tcd. 

It wuulcl therefore appear to me that an item like this "oultl be of interest to air mail 

camp collecto r~. 

\ no1hcr i11t~reat11ut matter nbou1 the pnir of tri;uu:ulur nir mail 1tnmr*' on thi• t.:O\er i .. thrtt the 
nhlitern1111c bnr on 1hr ru;ht hnnJ sto111r i• Rl. l ' E but ll L.\ C '-. on 1hr ldt hnnJ one. ( F.l11or) 

Fig. 2. Enlargement of the pair of triangular air mail stamps . Photos by Boutrelle 
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BULGARIA 

Counterfeits of the 1931 Air P ost tamps 

Br E. ;\l. ARKHA:'-.GlJELSKY "i" 

From Germany. I had received for my op1111on C\\ o air post s tamps oi BulJ?:a ria, the 
1931 i~•uc, the I and 2 Leva ( anabria :\'o. --6. 'cott c--6) . They proved to be 
counterfeits, \\ hich could deceive man~, philatelists because the lli fferences from the origi­
nals a re n<Jt too !!laring. uch counteriei ts haJ never been seen hefure•. They probably 
\\ere manufactured in · ,, itirerland. A, these stamp frequently arc offered, it seems 
advisable to check them thoroughly be fo re acqui r ing them. Therefore, I am tabulating 
in detail the dis tinj!u ishinl? points on the o riginal and counterfeit of the 1 Leva. The 
counterfeits of rl:e other $ix values have chc same characteristics and diffe r considerably 
from the co lors of the o r iJ?inal,;. H ere is the analysis: 

Genuine 

Origi110/ 
1. Color: D a rk l!reen. bright 
2. Paper: \\' hire 
3. P crf;;: 11 1,z, more or le ·" rough and uneven 
+· Printing: Typoj? raphed 

ize: 23 \. 3+ mm. 

Fake 

/>ltot o DJ' B o11trtllt 

Co 1111terf eit 
Dark olive green, pale white 
White 
11 1 i, clean-cut and even 
Lirhoirrnphed 
23 x 3+ mm. 

t The oric iunl nmuu crirt "n~ 'tnl 10 u ... in Ru&\inu. Th;mki. to 'lcur&. \ . Rnchmnno' and Edwm 
\l ucllcr of the \l rrcur) tnmr Co. Ne" York, N'. Y. for con1ribu1ini: their tran lation cr\·i.-e .. 

• \\'c hn\'C kno"n o( countcricit• o( the complete ct of SC\'Cll o( Buli:nrin nnnbrin ; - r r. cott C ; · 11 
bcin• mnrkrtcd O\Cr here for •CHrnl )Cnr1. The nuthor, ~I r. Arkhorri:ucl. ky. i• 11 0 \\ n resident o( 
Ju~o la\ in . ( £1/itor.) 
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BULG.t!RIA AND RE/'IETl'S 

6. Fij!ure " 1": Curved $erif and long di tinct 
foor stroke. 

7. At ri~ht: Below the curved ornament, five 
square dot' 

8. Cloud~: Those above the dove con ist of reiru­
lar dots arranged in curve • the lower cloud 
cunsi ts of 6 square 

9. eal on Cover: oval 

10. Dove: Pointed beak. the first feather of the 
tail at bottom left is an oval dot 

I I. The right hand of the peasant girl's finger-
naib are clearly defined 

12. Earring: A ci rcle attached to a curved line 

Straij!ht se rif, the vertical lines 
bent and indistinct, foo t s troke hort 
and indistinct 

Five irrej!ular and differently haped 
dots. the laM one 5mall 

The dots arc not arranged in cu rves 
but irregularly; the lower cloud 
consists of dot~ and coarse ~quares 

rectangular 

The beak is blunt, the fir t feather 
i5 a round dot. 

The rij!ht hand 1s without finger­
nails and coa rse 

Earring is coar e and there 1~ no 
cun•ed line 

13. Line scparat inir the face from the neck has a This line is coarse and has no break 
break 

q . The collier consists of circles. the right hand 
has the lingers and the fingernail clearly 
defined 

The collier consists of irregular 
coarse ovals, the fingers arc thick 
and the nails irregular 

15. The windows of the buildings are rectangular \Vindows arc oval- haped and ir-
and even regular 

16. Letters and i'\ umcrals have sharp corners 

17. Gum: Often crackly, giving the paper a yel­
lowish tint .. 

Corner are rounded, especially 
after the middle troke. The "3" 
and ''A" are badly formed. These 
fire typical ill llll co 1111t trf ei1S. 

White and smooth, making the pa­
per white. 

CATALOG A D BOOK REVIEWS 
Z11111str111 Europe Catalogue 1955 Ed11io11. Edited and published in Berne, Switzerland. 

(German la nguage). Clorh Bound. 1280 pp. 16.700 illustrations. Available in 
U .. A. from H arold Cohn & Cu., 3131 Lincoln Avenue, Chicaj!O. Ill. or Helmut 
' tucmpcl. 8'\-21 168th t., J amaica. L. I .. :\. Y. Price $+.oo or $+.Jo with Thumb 
Incle:\. 
Philately 'hould be pleased with the annual production of both 1?eneral and special­

ized catalogs from many quarters of the world. Among those with a high repute is the 
Zumstein Catalogue that has appeared without interruption for 39 years. Zumstein. a 
product of wiss philately. issues two annual catalog . One, a specialized one for 
'witzerl:ind and Lichtenstein; the o ther, a much larl!er book. for Europe. European p. o. 
ahroad and former German colonies. 

The 19· edition of Zumstein' Europe has been sent tu this maJ!azine fo r re\•icw. 
I ts coveraJ?e i tremendous. Limited to European stamps on ly. this book is a thick 1280 

clo~ely printed pages. It is our recommendation that every American, who has been 
<.ullecting for more than a few years in a rather serious fashion. should acquaint himself 

•• C\cral nu of counterfeits nen were 001 uou•cJ o. g. but canccllcJ \\ith \\hi t ie'<r•I authoruie· 
"ho cxnrnincJ opined "ere a fake canttllatioo. ( EJi1or.) 
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CAT A LOG RE f'J Errs 

with some of the better foreign catalogs such as Zumstein, o as to compare it with the 

reference hooks he most likely uses. the cott Cataloj!ues. l le will find man} difference" 

-more comprehensive listinJ!s. different pricing often and additional philatelic information 

not given by Scott. Al~o it is we ll tu remember that Zumstcin 's wiss franc prices a re 

<if!ll ilit:an t because nut onlr is this currency "hard", but witzerl :111d represents an inter­

national philatelic market. 

;\ow what abou t air mail ~talTJP in Zumstein ? One find man} more lis ted. includ­

ing issues that cott con~ide rs "not is ued prima rily fo r postal purpo"e,,". Example, of 

the.e are the 1932-33 commemorative air. of Latvia nncl the 1932-34 colorful commemura­

t ive~ of Lithuania (>Ct> A 1ro Philnt1/ist 1/'tos, \'ul. \'Ill , page 42). Also the German 

.\l ilitary Air, from W orld \ Var 11. the " lnselpo t ", are comprehen ively listed :ind 

priced in Zumstein. .\ l:tny in America collect these legit imate issues. so that when a 

collection containinj! these i offered for sale at auction. the American auctioneer\ caralul? 

uses Zumstein 's lis ting and prices. 

Being- a wiss product, one looks especia lly at the air mails of witzerlaod that 

Zumstein lists. They start with the 1913 P ioneer air~ that cott completel}' ignores. The 

1919- -4 issues then fo lio", and arc listed in 1?reater detail than cott's. offering a col­

lector the oppo rtunity of knowing about the various types of papers and gum used for the 

printing of wiss :iir stamps. Thus Zumstein pa rallels Sanabria much more than Scott 

which limits its listinl!'.S mostly to a sin1de major type with no breakdown. 

• 

(;\ext Page, Please) 

Tile House of 

AIR JIAIL ST~IPS 
EXCLUSIVELY 

Mint . 

• 
Used . . . Single Stamps 

Miniature Sheets & Collections 
WRITE for our NEW ' 54 Catalog 

Th is comprehensive price list o f s tandard cata log stamps of the World 
pertaining to AIR MAIL STAMPS. AIR RATES & AVIATION TOPICS 
is an IDEAL GUIDE and CHECK LIST for Collectors. 

50c Deductible from First $5 order 

Our Prices are right. Our stock is about 85 % complete. We buy 
and Sell Qual ity Air Stamps of the World . 

Normandy Stamp Studio, Inc. 
12051 Ventura Place, Studio City, Calif. Box 111 
Member : A.A.M.S. - A.P. - A.S.O.A. - C.C. of N. Y. - P.T.S. Ltd. 

and all leading U. S. Philatelic Societies. 
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CATdLOG RErIElr 

But the semi-official vignettes listed in anahria as :'.\ os. 501 to 516 are not lis ted and 
priced by Zumstein. Instead Zumstein mentions them at the end of the air mail section 
and calls them "Private Air :\l a il Products" . ix of these arc illustrated with a long 
explanatory text note as to their true status of issuance and use. Those excluded are 

anahria :'.\o. 511 - 16. In fact, Zumstein points out the completely PRf\' ATE nature 
of anabria ;\os. · 0 1-10, so that one could properly quesrion any "official" status to these, 
either semi. quarter o r the smallest frac tion thereof. 

The air mail s tamp collector can spot his interest easily because every ai r post is ue 
in Zumstein is prominently marked with a symbol re~emhlinl! a hull 's eye. Another help­
ful feature i · an accompanying text note of w a rning when counterfeits exist . 

Although in German, Zumstein is so well styled and illustrated th at the Ame rican 
collector can consult this catalog without undue handicap. ( H. JI. G.) 

colt's Stn11tlnrrl P ost11ge tamp Cata/09 111 , 1955 l:.d1tio11 . f' ol. Ii for Europe. Africa, 
Asia. cocr Publica tion Inc. :--.cw York, i\. Y. Price $·.oo. 

Practica lly timed to co-incide with the start of the 19·.i.--- philatelic year, the fi rs t 
section of the annual edition of Ame rica"s leadinl! s tamp catalo!!'. came out ea rly in ep­
tcmher. The order of issuance was changed because for the fir ·t time the second volume 
preceded the first. 

The Press Release from Scott Publications I nc. proudly announces many importan t 
changes in lis tin1c and prices. In this respect , the air mail stamp collector is in fur a 
disappointment because from A to Z . the 19-5 edition shows no sij:!:nificant changes from 
the yea r before. It seems almos t a 1f the edito rs decided to commence with a se ries o f 
majo r revisions. hut first came the 19th century issues. with this century' and the air 
mail stamps perhaps to unde r!!'.O "major ur1?ery" in 19-6 o r la ter. 

urely a collector fami liar with air mails could advise with good reasons that cott 
d iscontinue o r revise some of its long-standing listings or omis~ions. For instance. the 
German ~I ilitary "I nselpos t" stamps do nut belong in the Tentative L istinir section, but 
should be in the cata luj! along with German) :\!Cr. Disbarred issues of French Colonies. 
L atvia, Lithuania and pain all a re in need of a re-examination and changes accordinj? to 

research a rticles of the past le"· yea rs. 

So with no outsrnndinj! chanJ?es from the 19;.i. edi tion except for a few price changes. 
a reviewe r from the air mail s tamp viewpoint has very little w comment upon in the n C\\ 

edition. In j!Cneral. it i a big hook, a gtiod nne a nd a tine tool for those collecting stamps. 
But even w ith all these ste rling qualities, con is quite deficient in m:tll}' respects, full 
of inconsistencies when e'aminecl by a discriminating and experienced philatel ist. ( f/.J/. G.) 

TO JOIN AERO PHILATELISTS 
Simply fill in the membersh ip Applica tion on Page 61 

and mail to: 

AERO PHILATELI STS, Inc. 
1860 Broadway 

New York 23, N. Y. 
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PHILIPPINES 

The 1944-45 VICTORY Handstamp Overprint 

............. .,,......,.. ......... .,, .... -.. -.. ...... ~ 
~~~~~~~~ ~ 
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~A>....AA&aa....asa .......... ••-.·-··· 
Fig. I. An unused copy of Philippines Sanabria 68, Scott CI 3. From the Richard E. Samek 
collection. Illustration courtesy of "The Collectors Club Ph ilatel ist". 

There has been specula tion as to ,,-hich air mai l scamp issued within the last two 
decades has become the sca rcest (see AERO P1111.ATEl.IST A~~Al.S \'ol. 1. page 6). O ur 
nomination for this aero-philntelic honor is the .J. centavo re<l air mail stamp of the 
Phil ippines ( anahria design .J.. - cott AH) which was overprinted during the last \\·ar 
with the provisional handstamp \ . lCTOR Y. 

The s tory behind thi" issue is a fascinatin!! one. In addition. its backj! round i 
replete with historical interest. A s tudy of the entire issue was written in the :\!av 19· .J. 
number of " 1'/11 Col/ectfJrs Club Philtitrlist''. One interested in the entire issue ( postage, 
commemorn tives, posrn11:e rlues. special deliveries. sc:impcd envelopes. post cards and book­
lets) is advised to con, ult this a rticle. 

Onh• O '.'. E air mail stamp wa" included in the whole lot overprinted. It i~ liHed 
in anabria as ~o. 68. priced at $:;00.00 unused. $ -1-00.00 usc<l. ::;oo.oo on C!nrer and 
$Jooo.oo fo r an unused block of four. cott lis ts this as C 13 bur omits a price. 

Briefly, here is how the i sue came ahou t. In the foll of 19.J..J., the re-conquest oi 
the Philippine I sl:111 ds h:ul begun. It commenced \\ ith rhe invasion of the Island of 
Leyte. As our armed forces gained a foothold . a postal service for the civilians in the 
ne\\ ly libera te<l sec tions was revive<l. TCJ distinguish the new s tamps from those used 
in the Japanese-occupied parts. any posrnl s tocks on hand were appropriately overprinted 
\ ' ICTORY. A regular, machine-overprinted issue wa~ heing prepared in \ VashinJ!ton, 
D. C. But pending its arrival (not until January 19.J.5). a crude rubber ramp \\· a 
rushed into use tarting in ~ ovember, 19 .J..J.. The first dar of sale was '.\ ovemher 8th. 

The postal stocks available \\"ere old, pre-w ar i sues, odds and ends th at had either 
been sto red away or hidden underground during the Japanese Occupation. The Post· 
m as ter in T acloban called in all stocks from the neighboring cities and towns. ,,. hen a 
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PHILIPPI ' ES 

(l)ffirr of tq r 1Jrreibrnl 1:11•111.,.. .... 1., 
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of t'1 r 1J'1 ilippinrs : 
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Fig. 2. One of the few covers known with the air mail stamp of the 1944 provisional Victory 
issue. Eight stamps of this issue frank this cover, the a ir mail being in the upper right -hand 
corner. 

This is a historical piece because the President of the Philippines sent it to the U. S. 
Secretary of the Interior, Harold T. Ickes When the late Mr. Ickes' collection was sold at 
auction a few years ago, the present owner, Mr. Richard E. Samek, purchased it . Illustration 
courtesy of "The Collectors Club Philatelist". 

sufficient quantity had been accumulated, the handstamp wa applied individua lly to each 
piece. 

nder uch ci rcumstances, the condition of most stamps was bad from a philatelic 
viewpoint. It was not until a few philatelists on Le}'tc at that time got wind of the 
issue that rhe srory began to unfold. The postal authorities \\·ere no phila telists. Any­
thing and everyth ing sent in w as pre sed into use. ome of the basic issues we re al ready 
many years old and of philatelic va lue. Tom copies, straigh t-edges, stained stamps, sealed 
envelopes came into T acloban. Broken sheets with only a few copies remaining were 
needed. Of course, no civilian ai r mai l had bean re-established on Leyte in 19-14, but 
among the old stocks sen t in fo r the rubbersramping w as the ~ centavo ai r mail of 1933. 
The amcH1 nt made according ro the Po. tmasrer's records was rw/y 122, and all of them 
with at least some minor philatelic defect. 

By courtesy of " Th r l'ollutors Club Plri/nt t>/ist ," the autho r of the \'ICTORY 
a rricle, Professor ldus P. ~] urphree and the owner of two of the items illustrated. ~ I r. 
Richard E . Samek we have been able to show you the air mail stamp (Fig. 1) and a most 
interesting cover. (Fig. 2) ~ ] r. Samek was glad ro have his pieces shown in this maga­
z ine hecause he has been a longtime member of Aero Phil atelis ts Inc. I ncidcnrally, he 
exhibited them at the Collectors C lub. • ew York in J anuary 19-~ when Aero Philatel­
ists Inc. presented the program. 

:\ow let us a ttempt to analyze the reasons for our contention that chis is rhe scarcest 
air mail since the time uf the la t '..Var. Of course, if one chooses to use a quantiry­
issucd basis, then Liberia anabria 3 1, 32 or 33 are sca rcer. The 1c, 2c and 3c of the 
19~1 L ibe ria- · . S. Flight Inaul!ural Issue a re recorded with only ~3 copies of each. :\ o 
doubt. all three are '' cry scarce and desirable stamps. o is Corfu Sanabria :"\o. - . the 
100 drachmas with only 62 reported, ce rtainly abou t one-half as many as the 122 copie 
of the Philippines' ai r mail. Bur mathematics do not always control phi latel ic stature. 
There arc other considera tions. The Philippines \ ' ICTORY airmail is a n issue of the 
United rates. and so inscribed on the stamp when rhe Islands still were an American 
pos~ession. I t was an emergency issue for postal purposes only. In fact, philatelic sale 
was forbidden. In contrast, the stamps of Liberia do nor rank w ith those of our own 
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PH I LIPP IN t.~ 

Fig. 3 . A block of four of the air mail stamp. Oscar R. Lichtenstein Collection. 

---------------- ----~· 

l_ 
Fig. 4. The back of the block of four shown in Fig. 3 . 

r. 111 "'"''"' ,,,. n.,,,,_,,,) 
country. A• fc r Corfu, tic same reasonini: can apply. Furthermore. it is no secret that 
philatelist• had some "lingers in the pie" with both the Liberia and Corfu Occupacion 
i.~ue. This i~ no attempt to detract from the desirability of tho•e ~tamp . But com­
parinJ? and weighini: all fnc:tnrs. we are simply making a choice w come out with a :-. um­
ber One. Furthermore. ten year< or more after all these stamp• were i•sued, their 
price; mu•t be a further l?Ood indication. All are >O scarce that one finds them se ldom 
on the marke t . But the Ph ilippines \ "JCTORY air mail hows price increa<e'> ,,herea• 
the Liberia• :md Corfu i.;sue ... are ei ther holdinJ? their price or even showinJ? slij?ht de­
crea>es from former prices. All this inAuence$ our selection of Philippine. anabria ~o. 
~ as the ra re•t air mail issued over the la.r year~. \Ve would not mind O\\ ninj!: one; 
how about you? 

(Concluded on Pal?e -6.) 
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l'HILIPPIX/:, 

'\ O\\ unc piece ol alh·ice mu t hi" l!iven. ,\ haml,tampec.I pro\•i,ional o\•e rprint like 
un thi, P hilippinr 'camp i' ca:-ily imitated. Be'ille' the ba,.ic 'tamp only cataloJ?' tor ten 
cenh. ' o it j,, \'ery prutitahle fnr nnt' tu take thr ba,ic +c ai r mai l ( Phil ippine• 'con C+. 
• a nahria +7) aml ruhher,.tamp it \\ ith the \\ore.I \ ' I CTOR Y to counterfeit the rare 
~cntt C13. · :1 11:1hria 68. And don't foal your,clf. it ha• heen done tu the rej?ret of too 
many l'ollectors. Fortunately. the.' fakt',. although tricky. have not foolcll our e:\pert. and 
llealer au thnritie,. Su the prudent onc- \\ill con,ult thoo;e le\\ U'"'' k11rm he lore enc.linl? 
up \\ ith the•e •caret' Philippines' \ ' ICTORY hambtamp>. 

'\ ow ior the J! raml finale~ Those \\ho sa\\ " Li fe" mai:al'inc oi '.\ l:1y 3. 195+ (and 
\\ho tlid n 't?) prohahlr admired a block of lour nf thi, \ ' ICTORY air mail illu~trn red in 
colo r. " Li ie'' captionr<l thi• piece a• follows : 

" In 1944. \\hen the Ame rican' occupied the i,land of Lcyte, thcr han<lstamped the 
word 'victory' on oJJ, and enc.ls ot Ph ilippine ,.ramp,. Only three blocks o f the four­
centa\ O• ai r-mail' are no" knrmn to nist. One •uch block (•ee ah1Ve ), \\ hich cost 
eii:ht C. . t:ents. is 110\\ worth $3000." 

ince "Life" \\ "' bcamin{! it~ information to thr mass of non-t:ollecting public. un­
derstandin1dy there " e re some omi.,ion •• olely hecau.e of the more limited philatelic 
interc,t. For instance, the O \\ ner of this <care<' piece is a Director of Aero Philatelist 
Inc .. '.\I r . O sca r R. Lichten, tein . who ha. kindly loaned us his block for illustration 
( Fif,!. 3) . .\ o r \\as the hat:k of this hlot:k o f four sho \\n as we are Join!! ( FiJ?. +) . 
.\otice the \\ a'\ed paper adhered w the J!um 1\ hich happened <lurinl! the lonj! period of 
• toraj!e in the hot, humid Philippine dimate. Abo on the hack i~ the siJ?n:tture of the 
official \\ ho had been in cha rJ!e of the i•sue. The la rJ?e <pot i• a rain. a mcht common 
ot:currence en o. I?· ,ramps when in tropit:al climate for a period o l t ime. And finally, 
" Life" hecau,e of .pat:e requirement• had to crop the •hee t marf,!in on th i• block. \ Ve 
illu•tr:m: it ( Fif,!s. 3 and ~) showinJ:?: the full riJ?ht-han<l sheet mari:in a. the hlot:k of four 
exists in .\J r. O ,car R. Lichtenstein '~ collection. ( H . .11. G.) 

TWO HANDBOOKS AVAILABLE 
In 1950 and 1951 , AERO PHILATELISTS distributed to its members and then sold to the 

public two except ionally 1nformat1ve handboo ks on some of the mos t interesting and historical 
air mail stamps ever issued . A small supply 1s still available for any one interested. When 
ordering, please send cash to: 

Aero Philatelists, Inc. 

1860 Broadway 

New York 23 . N. Y. 

THE FIRST AIR MAIL STAMPS OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mostly about the famous 24c red and b lue stamp of 1918 and the one sheet with the 
Inverted Centers. This booklet of 12 pages wi th 8 exceptional illustrations offers information 
which few know about our first air stamp. Price SOc. 

THE HAWKER STAMP OF NEWFOUNDLAND 

An exhaustive s tudy of this famous stamp along with its companion issues such as the 
Martinsydes. 23 pages are devoted to these aero-philatelic gems along with 14 illustrations. 

This handbook received rave reviews from the philatelic press all over the world. 
Price SI .00. 
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\ ·E~EZUELA 

urcharge Error Found on Scott C225, Sanabrja 398 

O\•t'r <even rear< after i t~ is,ue, an error in the "urchaq?.e ha~ been disco\•cred on the 

2oc on ·oc of the 19.J7 Provisional Issue. Although the date "19+6" is overprinted on 

the s tamp. \\ hich \\as to mark the advent of a ne\\ regime, thi~ >tamp was not placed on 

sale until Januar} . 19+7· 

Through thr courter of nm R1J1fo1rn , we illustrate a piece of cover (Fig. 1) with 

thrre copies of an. 398. con C22~ on it. It i~ from commercia l mail. Enough of the 

address remains to show that the letter had gone on eptember 1, 19+8 from Ca racas, 

\ "enezuela via air mail to the Lomlon, England hranch of the ll anover Bank & Trust 

Co. of '\ew York, :--. . Y . ... 
'l i 

I 

• wJ 

. 
• 
' • 

C. 2, ,. 
l . } 

Fog. l . The piece of cover as 1t now exists. Photos by Boutrelle. 

The error is obvious, as shown 'O clearly in Fig. 2. The 'ecund line ot the sur­

cha rge reading .. , . ale Bs. 0.20" lacks the ''20". 

Its finding coming at this late date sheds little lii.:ht upon the sca rci ty of this error. 

Had it been noticed about the time of issue. perhaps with a bit of pbilatelic .;cbeming 

behind it- not too unusual \\' ith more than a few errors on provisional air mail stamps­

wc ma~· have been informed whether one or more sheet of 100 stamp had come to light 

with this error. But from this use on commercia l mail, the plausible theory would be 

that at least one sheet lacking the ·•20" was sold undetected over the post office counter. 
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J. R. G . 

AEREO 
ValeBs.O: 

1946 
Fig. 2 . The stamp enlarged w ith the color of the basic stamp filtered out to show the error 
in the surcharge, no "20". 

The buyer, being no philatelist. used up his sheet on his mail. Therefore., perhaps only 

these three copies from the sheet survived. Then again. maybe two or mo re sheets were 

surcharged with this error. If so, there is a possibility that some copies, unused or used , 
may be in some collection or dealers stock as yet unnoticed. Who knows or who can tell? 

Aero Philatelists Inc. 

OFFICERS 

President -- ----- ----· --·----·------·-------JULES L. WACHT 
Executive /liu President -------- -- - -------------- _ _ --- SAM RODVIEN 
First /lice President _----·-------- ------·--JOHN R. DILWORTH 
Treasurer ----_: __ LEONARD E. LIVINGSTONE 
Secretary ---- _BERNARD FINK 

___ FRANK GLANZ Assistant Secretary _------------ ---
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DIRECTORS 
Class of U)54 

BER -ARD FINK 
HE 1RY :u. GOODKIN D 
LEONARD E. LIVINGSTONE 
SAM RODVIEN 

Class of 1955 
RICHARD S. BOH N 
RI CHARD W. CAN?IIA 
JOH N R. DILWORTH 
JACOB S. GLASER 

LOUIS SLOA. OSCAR R. LICHTENSTEl1' 
JULES L. WACHT R. HASBROUCK SHRADY, l\1I.D. 

Class of 1956 
JOHN ]. BRITT 
FR.A 1K GLANZ 
STA:"\LEY R. RICE 
ANTHONY SCALA 
IRA SEEBACHER 
LO UIS 1• STAUB 

October, 1954 



Ed1t or ial 

Propagate K nowledge or Glorify I gnorance 

T he well-known nited States Senator, J . \ V. F ulbright of A rkansas, in an address 
to the enate in J une, 19-~ spoke ol "this era of the glorification of the ignoramus." 
This present t rend seems prevalent in every phase and walk of our lives, the pleasant 
pastime of acrophilately being no exception. Within our specia lty. two groups arc at 
work. whose objectives a re diametrically opposed to each other. Let us examine some 
of these manifestations and operat ions. 

One group of air mail stamp collectors and dealers-it dc>es not matter if it is a 
large or small one-h:is heen striving to br in(! to aero-phi lately a certain respect through 
a high standard of scholarship. This movement has been prol!ressing without fanfare. 
Quick results were not anticipated. Rather it was realized that it involved a slow process 
of educat ion and enlightenment that will in time add a brilliant stat ure to the collecting 
01 air mail ~tamp ... This magazine, THE AERO PHILATELIST A:-::-:ALS, definitely is a vital 
part of this work. and proudly brags about it. Those responsible for your magazine make 
. ure that ever} effort expended is devoted to elevating our specialty, not trying to lower 
it to a mrthical mass appeal or even seekin1t to keep aero-philately at its present sta tus. 

Another group-and again it matter< not whether it is lar11:c or small-glorifies the 
ignoramus. I ts con tant aim is to look down. not up. H ere follow ome of its favorite 
me:ins of operating. 

('.\e\t Page, P lease) 

tan•ps 101· Sale 91 ? 91 
WE CAN BE OF SERVICE TO YOU ! ! 

For more t han a quarter or a Centu r), CO L LECTORS. DEA LERS. T R ST COMPA NI E 
and EX ECl' T O RS OF E STATE ha''" consult<-<! us reprdinir the con version or P hilatelic 
Proportie Into CASll. 

IF YOU WANT TO SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION . 

"'' can oll'u earl )' datos a nd att ract ive terms. Ex pert su pervision or all ma terial b)' an 
aptrit n ted Philattllc Auct ioneer. Libera l advances pendimr a.a le. Comprehentlive in 1uran ce 
and Holmf8 E ledrlt: P rol rd ion 11a frirua rd" )our property • •hlle In our pourHion. Our Cata lo• 
dist rlbution 11 "'orld·"•ld•. 

OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE 
• ucco fulb p lacu Collecllon1. Stocki a nd Ra r ltiu where thi1 method 11 prefer rtd. 

IMMEDIATE CASH IS WAITINC 
for the outr llZ'ht purch•s• or .uitahl• material rt1rardlu1 of amount. 

Our Advice , Backed by 28 Yea rs Expe rience in the Sta mp Trade, is at Your Disposal 
Info r mation Chftr full )' Given 

lll\\'I:\" llEl~IA~. INC'. 

1 rt•i1u; ,J 111a1rn11 Pliilnlf/J' i11u 1926 

2 WEST 46th STREET NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

'~" T el.: J U 2-2393 Room 03 

• 4 ao P hilatt/frt A 11110/s 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• • 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
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EDITORIAL 

1. All kno\\ ledJ?e i> ridiculed as somethinl! hi1?h and mighty, lacking in popular 
appeal. The subscicute advocated for kno'' ledge is wricing< replete with J?o,sip, rumor 
moni:erinj! and half truths. 

2. In order to j!lorify ignorance, the C\PCTt and tudent must be made a target of 
disparagement. Anyone having kno'' ledl!e is deemeel poisonou~. 11!."orance and stupid it)' 
cannot exist with e'pert knowledl!e. o a s tudent must be pictured as a clown. and pot 
shots are continually aimed at him. 

3. Glorif}' the ij!noramus by writing onl} about common, cheap srnmps incc the 
ma~ses can only afford to collect them. Overlook completely the stronl! instinct within 
every collector to hope that some day somehow he might own a " 2+-cen ts invert" or 
"a H awkcr". Sacirize the wealthier collector hy allej!inJ! tha1 hi:> only forte i,, hi> mean• 
to afford any :>tamp he wanes. '.\ ever publi~h article•. like TllE 1\FRO PHll.ATELIST A!\XALS 

due,, on the rarest " Black Honduras" "tamp or a " Buffalo Balloon" cover. Thai i, too 
hij!hbro". a Ji,b 'ulely for a handful nf dilettante~. l n>tead se t the standards low and 
'' ork hard w keep them do\\ n. 

+· Clurif} the ij!noramus and keep him away from all worthy aero-philatelic infor­
macion. One may happen to read thac faked material i, beinl? marketed. He may find 
out tha t the price of a 'Cl of Ot:\\ 'camp, ha, hcen rij!J!etl. He may learn thac ~ome 
i>suc' heing -ul<l arc nothing but princcd label,, The eli--emina tion of all -;uch kno\1 ledj!e 
i-. had. \\'hy ? ' imply because ir may diminish or eliminate the :>ale, of such material. 

ollector- r:1ther must ~pend their money 'ulel} upon the hlaml a""urancc of the eller 
alonJ! '' ith the a'suinption chat all of chem arc complt:tel} hnne,1 and eth ic:il. 

'.\ 0\1 mention \\ a. made in the beJ?:inninl! ahouc the ,harp conflict of interest' het\1 cen 
n maj!airinc like this and those j!lurifyinj! the ii.:noramus. \ Ve a re nut in the lea't hit 
pe-,imi,ric ahemc tht' eventual ou tcome. Knowlcdi:e i' all Jl0\1 ertul and ah1 ars defeah 
iJ?nC>ram:c. Dictators and despC>ts throuJ?hout hi.,ttir} ha1•e resorted to C"l.trcme mea,ure' 
to ,tern chl· Ac)\\ of knowledJ?e. They burned boob. ' cholnr,, intellectuals. sciencist' 
and nni<!'> 11 ere persecu ted and killed. Bur in the encl, chc <lictarors ''ere routed. \\'hile 
kncm ll•dj!e <'ml'Tl!ed the \\'inne r and champion to continue OO\I anl. 

The tirsc L. ' . commemoracive stamp of 19·+. the one for Columbia Cniversity, 
hear' chi' 'luj!an :-"~ I an', rij!h t 10 knell\ le<lirc and the iree u'e thereol." £,·en in a 
plea,nn1 pur,uic like aero-philately thi .. i~ es,enr1al. But thi;; is being fou)!ht. EYery­
thinJ? of l>iJ?h -tand:ml j, labelled a, harmful. Aero-philacelic C"l.pen- are heinJ! attnckell 
only hccausc of their knowledge. Belie'c ic or nCJI. it i, nothing hut their kno\\ ledi:e 
th:ic make' them "danj!crous ". But "d:111J!erou," to whom? Ohviou,ly tu thu,e tn inJ?: 
to capiraliu upon i)!norance hy foi,tinJ? qu6tionable macerial on tho'e uninformed. The} 
prolic upon ignorance and lo•e monc1• when kncm lc<li.:e i .. 'Jlread. And it i' nut ah1 ay' 
chc 'eller' of -.ramp~ \\ho object to che spread of knem ledJ?e. Cercain amaceur' rel1-.h 
buy 1nJ! "harj!ain.,". o woe to am one \I ho may objective I} disclose chat the "ha rJ?:ain" 
containetl little or nu philacelic \•alue. 

n let thn•c \1 ho glorify the ii:norarnus hark and hray. \\'hecher they kno'' it or not. 
their influence in aero-philately i> on the \\':I\ nut. nlthouJ!h '' e mu. t confes> that in 
our <'} e' their end is cominj! too .. tcm ly. ( H . • I/ . (,'.) 

Newfoundland Do-X ( From Page +6) 

(2) The London and P ari, ( ' t. Cloud) po.trnarks are a~ one \\'ould expect ll'ith 
normally deli\'ered mnil. 

(.~) AlthouJ!h the fli1?hts of the Du-X \\Cre ' ' ell publicized and fully written up in 
the Philacelic and Daily Press no mention of drop mail was made. Twenty 
yea r" ha,•e elapsed before che suJ?gescion come" fur\l'ard. 

(~) Apart from the bare srntement chat che,e ti\'e CO\'ers are drop mail, no proof 
'' hate\'er has been forthcoming. 

urely a con~ideration of che fact~ completely disprove the drop mail theory in 
hoth case-. 
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AERO PHILATELISTS~ INC • 

1860 BRO DW Y, EW YORK 23, . Y. 
19 ....... . 

To AERO PHILATELISTS. Inc. 
1860 Broadway, New York 23, N. Y. 

I hereby apply for admission to membership in AERO PHILATELISTS, Inc. !check type 
of membership desired I . Annual dues are remitted herewith and are to be refunded to me 

MEMBERSHIP 1f my application is not accepted. 

APPLICATION O COLLECTOR MEMBER ..................... ...... .. ............ .. DUES $5.00 per annum 
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0 DEALER MEMBER .......................... ............ ............ DUES $5.00 per annum 

NAM E ......................................... ................................ .. ............................. .... ................... .. .. 

ADDRESS ......... .. ................................................... ...... .... ...... .................. ............................. . 

City, Town or Village 

OCCUPATION 

SPECIALI ZI NG IN 

APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE 

Street 

Zone State 

REFERENCES 
NOTE : The By- Law~ of the Society require each applicant to fu rnish references as to his 
charac ter and financial responsibility. Full address and business should be given in each case. 

1. Ban k Reference 

Address 

2 . Character References: 

Name ......................................................................................................................... . 

Address 

Name 

Address 

3 . Philatelic References: 

Name .... 

Address 

Name 

Address 

EXTRACTS FROM BY-LAWS. ARTICLE Ill- MEMBERSHIP 
Any person of good character interes ted in Aero-Philately, over the age of twenty-one, 

o f good moral character, and who will be an asset to the Society, may become a member. 
Application for membership shall be 1n writing, and shall be accompanied by annual dues on 
the basis of $5.00 per annum. 
Collector Members: 

Only Collec tors are eligible for this class of membership. 
Only Collector Members vote o r hold oHice. 

Dealer Members: 
Only Dealers are el1g1ble for this class o f membership. 
Only Dealer Members may advertise in the Society's publica t ions. 

Your check for annual dues must accompany this application. 
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AERO PHILATELIST'S CONVENTION 

Saturday, November 20, 1954 

2 P. M. Collectors Club 

22 East 35 Street, New York, N. Y. 

6 P. M. Annual Dinner 

Make Your Plans Now to Attend 

We 8pec,ialt.ze in 

AMG 
ISRAEL 

POLAND 
TRIESTE 

VATICAN CITY 
Write for our price lists. 

ALL THE AIRLETTER SHEETS • AND 1- ST DAY COVERS IN STOCK 

PENNY BLACK STA)IP t;O. 
Est. 1912 

S. L. Bayer, Prop. 

116 Nassau Street, New York 38, N. Y. 

October, 1954 



When collectors and professionals go to the trouble of 
sending unsolicited letters of approbation they must be 
truly enthusiastic. 

"Description of the lots. You do it without any superlatives .... You 
give the most truthful description of a lot, not hiding any even unim­
portant or trivial imperfection. You have the perfect knowledge of the 
stamp . .. . You handle the bids in a most correct way . .. . " 

(1 mlUzctoll wlliJh: 
"I have been buying stamps through both your London and New York 
offices for better than ten years ... . Your descriptions are positively un­
cannily correct. As a matter of fact I never attend any of your auctions 
in person but buy solely on your catalogue evaluations." 

"With you I never have to worry examining stamps. Your descriptions are 
perfect ion itself." " Am very happy with the stamps and the prices paid.'. 
" I sincerely appreciate your honest handling of my bids." 

" Thanks for the excellent job you did." "I am very pleased wi th the 
results." "We were definitely pleased to hear of the good results from the 
auction.'' "Many thanks for your check. I like very much to do business 
w ith your firm ." " I find this very satisfactory.'' "I want to thank you 
for having sold these stamps so advantageously." 

These opinions, a few of hundreds received, show why, 
when fine collections are sold, they are sold through 
H. R. Harmer, Inc. 

Equally if you want complete satisfaction when you buy 
or sell , make sure that you utilize the Organization that 
is rated tops by philatelists everywhere. 

D. R. HARMER~ Ine. 
/ 111erna1io11al Stamp A11clio11eers 

32 East 57th Street, New York 22, N. Y. 



EVERY YEAR 

More and· more Collectors use 

SANABRIA 
THE Airpost Catalog 

• Dependable 

• Com11lete 

• A~~nrate 
Contains More Features Than ANY Other 

Publication Of Its Kind. 

1954-55 Edition now on sale. 

ORDER YOUR COPY . . . 

$6.00 including supplements. 

N. Y. City Residents Add 3 % Sales Tax 

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO~, Inc~ 
A. Medawar, President 

521 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 


