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In 1948 a considerable stir was caused
in Polish philatelic circles by the an-
nouncement of the discovery of a major
variety which has since become known
as the “Double Frame Variety”. It was
first noticed in 1944 by Mr. V. Rach-
manoff, now resident in the U.S.A., the
value of whose research in connection
with the first Polish adhesive stamp
needs no comment here.

The delay in disclosing the discovery
was caused by wartime conditions, and
the first announcement in this country
was made in a magazine devoted to Po-
lish philately “Wiadomos§ci Filatelis-
tyezne, London”, No. 6/7 of 1948, edited
by myself.

This stamp has been, in the past,
subjected to a great deal of serious
study by many philatelists and it seems
incredible that so obvious a variety
should not have been mnoticed before.
Even so careful a student as Polanski
makes no mention of the variety in
either edition of his standard work on
Poland No. 1, although the color repro-
duction of the single stamp shown on
plate IX of this work reveals the va-
riety in all its glory. In all probability
the irregularity of printing had not
been noticed at that stage of study of
the stamp itself. More about this color
reproduction will be included later.

The variety consists, as may be seen
in Fig. 1, of an extra oval line, colored
blue, supplementary to the normal red
oval which surrounds the white eagle.

Normal

Variety Fig. 1

This means, in effett, that there are
two oval lines surrounding the white
eagle instead of one: the inner of the
two being red and the outer blue. A
number of such copies are known and
it is of sufficient impgrtance to war-
rant a place in the catalogue. Its om-
fmission should be remedied in all future
catalogue printing.

The double frame variety exists not
only in singles but also, according to
Rachmanow, in pair with a normal. So
far we have never heard of a pair with
both stamps showing the variety. On a
count from his own collection Rachma-
noff estimated the variety to exist in
about 4 per cent of all copies; using
the same method with my own ecollec-
tion I arrived at a figure of about 2 per
cent.

A careful study of the stamp itself
has revealed three types of the variety
and I estimate that at least three
stamps showing the double frame could
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Fig. 2

be found in each hundred stamps, and
possibly more.

Examination of the copies indicates
that double frame examples probably
exist on all types of paper and in all
shades, from which it is reasonable to
assume that it may be found in the
earliest printings of 1860 and remained
uncorrected to the end.

No sheets off Poland No. 1 are known
and very few blocks or strips. As a re-
sult of this, plating is proving a very
difficult task and has not yet in fact
been accomplished. This makes it almost
impossible at this stage to locate the
positions on the sheet of the double
frame variety, although one position
is known beyond all doubt.

The sheet of 100 stamps consisted of
four panes of 25 stamps (5 x 5) with
gutter margins of 8-9 mm. between
panes and a wide margin around the
edge of the sheet (Fig.2). One stamp
showing the variety exists with gutter
marginal paper still attached to the
left side and bottom, which shows this
to be stamp No. 46 on the sheet and
positioned in the top right hand pane
(Fig. 3).

Examination of the unique block of
six margins, which comes from the bot-
tom right hand pane, reveals the fact

Figs 3

that the double frame variety does not
appear in the equivalent position, there-
fore the panes are not in any way rela-
ted one to the other. (Fig. 4).

Fig. 4

Some account of the preparatory
work in connection with the dies would
not be out of place here. In the initial
stage two master dies were prepared,
one for the red print and one for the
blue. The red die was for the center of
the design and the underprint, and the
blue die for the frame. Photographs of
these original dies are shown in plate
viii of Polanski’s book, and the imper-
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forate color reproduction ineluded as
fig. 2 in plate ix is the result achieved
by combining these two dies and ma-
king a print. It will be seen immedia-
tely how much this differs from the
stam» as issued. The red underprint
persists throughout the design including
the cloak and surround (Fig. 5) and the

 Reproduction du timbre
faite . ianit du;ﬂifrhé*ﬁ?m?é’e 9

double frame shows to perfection (IFig.
6). Examination of the master die pho-
tographs shows up the two ovals quite
plainly (Fig. 7). It confirms, therefore,

Fig. 7

that the final shape of the red die, at
least, was not shown in the photograph
(Pig. 8). The color reproduction was
produced by Polanski to illustrate his
book, and as the accompanying certifi-
cate shows (included in the first edition
only), it was prepared by Richter of
Geneva and imprinted by Vollet, also
of Geneva. Five hundred colored copies
were produced, two hundred for the
earlier edition and three hundred for
the following edition (see Figs. 6 and
Ga). Included on this same plate ix is a
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Fig. 6a

reproduction in color of the stamp as
printed, repeated eight times to make
up a block of eight (Fig. 6a). It will
be seen here that the red underprint
conforms to that of the issued stamp;
in addition there is not the slightest
sign of a double frame.

It seems a fair assumption that there
were at least two versions of the red
die because one version was found in
the effects of the original engraver,
Henri Meyer, which later passed into
the possession of Mr. Polanski, to be
used for reproducing the imperforate
color essay used for the book illustra-
tion. A second version must have exis-
ted, however, in order to produce the
stamp as issued which is minus the
overall red underprint and there may,

of course, have been further interme-
diate dies (Fig 9). The blue master die
may well have remained unchanged
from the original, although if this be
accepted some explanation is needed
regarding the extra blue line which
makes the double frame variety — the
study of which is the sole subject of
this article. I consider the following to
be the most logical explanation as to
how the variety came into being.

A trial printing would have shown
immediately the presence of the second
oval, particularly as, in the circumstan-
ces under which the stamp was printed,
it was unlikely that the two ovals
would have coincided with any preci-
sion. [The problem then would have been
to remove one of the ovals, leaving
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Fig. 9

the design with one and not two.

The plate comprised one hundred eli-
ches and therefore one hundred ovals
of the “blue” cliches had to be re-
moved. In the circumstances it would
have been a simple matter for two or
three to have been missed.

We know from an official document,
reprinted in the “Illustrierter Brief-
marken Journal” No. 6-654, of March
16th, 1906, relating to the confiscation
of printing equipment in October 1864,
that included were “one machine with
about 100 galvanised impressions with
eagle and inscriptions”, etc., and the

job of removal could hardly have been
completed in one session without the
possibility of omissions.

As previously stated, a study of these
stamps has shown me that at least three
different types of the variety exist,
cach of the three stamps concerned
showing itself to differ from the others
in some way.

Type I (Fig. 10a)

This shows the double frame variety
on a stamp with no obvious plate flaw
—in point of fact, a normal stamp. I
have a copy on cover from Parczew to
Warsaw, dated the 21st of November,
1850. Another cover in my possession
which was sent from Biala to Minsk
021 August 30th, 1864, bears an identi-
cal stamp without flaw. The absence of
any development of damage or flaws
on the stamp itself indicates that Type
I probably existed throughout the life-
time of the issue. No copy has turned
up to date with sheet margins or other
evidence that would enable us to fix
the sheet position.

Type II (Fig. 10b)

The second type of the variety shows
a white flaw on the blue design. This
flaw starts from a little above the let-
ter P of “KOP” and extends in the di-
rection of the posthorn. Of this type, I
have the only mint copy recorded so far
(ex Faberge collection). The sheet mar-
gin attached to the used example illus-
trated on the next page allows us to fix
the exact position, as stated earlier, as
number 46 on the sheet (Fig. 3). This
stamp is also ex Faberge collection.

The white flaw on this example indi-
cates that a different cliche from that
which produced Type I was involved
as any supplementary flaw which de-
veloped after 1860 would have shown on
the copy on cover dated 1864. I have
Tyvpe II on cover addressed from War-
saw to Pinsk and dated November 24th,
1861.

Type III

The third type shows in addition to
a very clear double frame, a white flaw
on the red underground of the white
eagle (Fig. 10c). This flaw is situated
to the left of the crown. As the flaw
is not present on any of the dated co-
vers mentioned above I consider this a
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Fig. 10b

separate type. If a dated cover comes
to light, or a copy is reported with mar-
gins we could then draw further con-
clusions and also fix the position on
the sheet.

In respect of these flaws, the most
common types in my opinion are I and
II. T consider Type IIT is much the
more scarce. It may be pointed out
here that the extra blue oval is not con-
sistent, sometimes revealing breaks and
slight movement of position in relation
to the red oval.

My discovery of three differing types
of the double frame, as described above
wds first shown in public at the War-
saw Centenary Exhibition as part of
my colleetion. The above facts from the
basis of my suggestion that a minimum
of three stamps in one hundred show
the double frame variety. At the mo-
ment we cannot, with any certainty, go
further than this. There may, of course,
be more—four, five or ten—depending
on how many blue frames were left un-
corrected in the one hundred galvanised
cliches, or if, indeed, there was only
one set of blue cliches. If it is true
that one thousand blue cliches existed,
as was indicated in an issue of The
Bulletin of the Polonus Philatelic So-
ciety (No. 182), then the number could
alter considerably.

If we accept the mathematical basis
applied by Rachmanoff, which, it is re-
ported, revealed approximately 4% in
regpect of his own collection, this im-
plies four double frame varieties for

each one hundred stamps, not four
stamps per sheet of one hundred, espe-
cially as we are nct even quite sure
that all sheets were printed from the
same set of blue cliches, IF'rom collec-
tions of which we have some knowledge
the following facts emerge:—
Rachmanoff. In a letter dated August
1953, Mr. Rachmanow informed me that
he has forty copies showing the double
tframe. Accepting this figure of 4% this
implies a collection of 1,000 copies.
Bojanowicz., 17 copies of the variety
in a collection of 800 stamps, therefore
approximately 2%.

Rich. According to the sale catalogue
350 stamps of which 9 show*the double
frames from 3 different cliches, or just
over 3%.

Anglo-Russian Philatelic Society. An
inquiry into this problem revealed 3
examples in 100 stamps, or 3%.

Thus, by any standards the variety
is not a common one!

Had we more precise and complete
data regarding dated covers bearing
stamps showing the variety and more
examples with sheet margins, we could
add something to our theory. This de-
monstrates how necessary it is to ar-
range some form of ecollaboration bet-
ween those who colleet Poland No. 1,
and also the reporting of all such' co-
pies in an effort to clear up some of
the mystery which still surrounds this
fascinating stamp.

During discussions about this

(Continued on Page 200-8)
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The International Bicycle Races, "'For Peace"
by Dr. M. A. Rayall de Ragan

(BERUR)
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The 15th Jubilee International Bicy-
cle Races, so called “For Peace”, took
place from the 2nd to the 17th of May,
1962, on the route from Berlin to
Prague to Warsaw, a distance of 2,369
km, i.e., over 1,410 miles.

The race — a magnificent event of
cyeling sport was sponsored from 1948
by two newspapers, issued by the Cen-
tral Committees of the National Com-
munist Parties: the Polish “Trybuna
Ludu”, Czechoslovakian “Rude Pravo”,
and from 1952 by a third newspaper,
German ‘“Neues Deutschland”, and is
enthusiastically followed by millions of
people in many countries.

In this year’s race, 21 teams of dif-
ferent countries will participate, namely
from Awustria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cze-
choslovakia, Denmark, Egypt, Finland,
Democratic Germany, Great Britain, Le-
banon, Hungary, Moroeco, Mongolia, Po-
land, Netherlands, Norway, Soviet Rus-
sia, Romania, Sweden, Turkey and Yu-
goslavia. The total distance of 1,410
miles is divided in 14 daily races of
60 to 150 miles each day, as per the
following table:

ARy
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The world’s biggest bicyeling event
has a yearly philatelic commemoration
in the issues of stamps, labels, postal,
— or philatelic-stationery, First Day
Covers, souvenir folders and especially
a large number of commemorative can-
cellations. The collecting of the Bicycle
stamp issues enjoys great popularity
among collectors of many -countries,
but until now, no comprehensive compi-
lation of this subject has been prepared.

Date Stage ROUTE Distance in
May No. Kms. Miles
2 1l AROUND BERLIN 130 77
3 2 BERLIN-LEIPZIG 209 124
4 3 LEIPZIG-ERFURT 180 107
5 4 ERFURT-KARL MARX STADT 187 111
7 5 K. MARX STADT-KARLOVE VARY 122 72
8 6 KARLOVE VARY-PRAHA 160 96
9 i PRAHA-BRNO 220 130
10 8 BRNO-GOTTVALDOV 137 82
12 9 GOTTVALDOV-OSTRAVA 181 108
13 10 OSTRAVA-OPOLE 178 106
\14 11 OPOLE-VROCLAV 100 60
15 12 VROCLAV-POZNAN 175 104
16 13 POZNAN-BYDGOSZCZ 140 84
17 14 BYDGOSZCZ-WARSAW 250 148
(May 6 and 11 — holidays)
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The total up to May 1, 1962 was 35
commemorative stamps, commemorating
the races issued by five countries, as
follows:

Poland: 16 stamps — Scotit’s Nos. 419,
547, 570-72, 620, 621, 680, 681, 727,
728, 777, 778, and on April 29, 1962,
three new values.

Democratic Germany: 11 stamps —
Scott’s Nos. 98, 148-150, 208, 209,
239, 240, 289, 290 and 346.

Czechoslovakia: 5 stamps — Scott’s
Nos. 588, 747, 796, 797 and on Feb.
5, 1962, a new stamp of 30 hal.
face value.

Romania: 2 stamps — Scott’s Nos.
1153, 1154.

Soviet Union: 1 stamp — Secott’s No.
1956.

Moreover, a large number of comme-
monative cancellations were used by va-
rious Post Offices in Germany, Poland
and Czechoslovakia, and during 14 races
there were 136 various cancellations—

Polish Post Offices ............54
Czechoslovakian ............... 56
(O TINIANE Y o peiieis dosaie 1o dsbt i s 26

The complete list and designs of can-
cellations is to be found in the publica-
tion by F. Bura and T. Grodecki, “Wy-

Scig Pokoju w Filatelistyce” issued by
Ruch in 1957, and in the supplement to
this published in the No. 8, ‘Filatelista’
of 1962.

A topical collection: “The Bicycle Ra-
ces in Philately” can contain a large
number of stamps, labels, cancellations,
covers, First Day Covers and postal sta-
tionery and will present an interesting
contribution to the philatelic history of
the cyeling sport.

For the “lover” of the ecycling sport,
a table is presented below showing re-
sults of the 14 bicyele races.

POLAND NUMBER ONE
(Continued from Page No. 200-6)
which took place in Warsaw at the time
of the centenary, an international com-
mittee was formed to foster such colla-
boration in the hope of revealing fresh
information.

For the time being the committee
consists of:
Great Britain .. Mr. M. A. Bojanowicz
Poland .o .=ces Mr. Gryzewski
WiSAS oot Mr. Steczymnski

This list will be enlarged by the in-
clusion of other prominent collectors in
this field.

—— s > e A [om [ [ =~

il ke S A EE A EEEEEHEE
Yoube f????ﬁgigﬁéff?zzz
PEEEIRE St |olE | |E S| |E

s Kow | 8360 VaE 1201 l-ugs]i:520] 5 1naf . azp{ 2 0m e 20 a2 | 2062 208 | o aday e Ayl 36|
d'tsat.o*“wmilu uaclcon | 318] 830 [316 |2  vaapfiz0)i-3ug]1-366) -3 |15 ) b2y 13y 359 1453}
> stages | g |z |glo |9 [uafea[43]ts[4n]an]an [43[1> |25 Ak
‘?_o,,mew«uhus eclcclaanl 2ol 3t | 9y | 98 {14 ]406] 144] Ry [420 408448 S0 A
2 teams |,ols laglanlinfaelae |10 [4s |2y |4y |20[48 0] 45124

T ; - d ol .o F1

S e e a
ok e 23;‘%5”!?"4;71‘:5»‘;”:?’"‘53 g
vaet  [ERECleqigizl NIRCETIE AT YL |8 E
el EEEEEEREEEBEEEE
winer |E|EI 210120228728 F| €|
Es*o..w\p 4 t=l=i=lnlglu|blS[8f=1=]=[~1h
B pestwavks| < | 7{49) of4af4ni1t{as| B8] 9[6|&|8[O]F

200-8

Polonus Bulletin, May 1962



Polish Folklore And Legends On Cachets

ODDZIAEONR WYSTAWA
FILATELISTYCZNA
Z OKAZ J1 1000 LAT LECZYCY

152 PAZDZIERNIK 196¢

LPSPT 20 Lecayca 807 61 800 A8 Lz-16:258

The 100th Anniversary of the First
Polish Postage Stamp presented an op-
portunity fior local clubs in Poland to
record their existence for posterity on
various cachets and through special can-

cellations, All of them are of some his-
torical value for Polish Philately. De-
pending, I guess, on the local talent
and the clubs resources, some of these
commemorative covers are real gems.
After the Centennary celebrations
ended, leaving the record of commemo-
rative markings of more or less, but
mostly less artistic expressions on va-
rious Souvenirs, some clubs are follow-
ing up with similiar souvenirs for their
annual local or regional stamp shows,
using as a theme for a cachet local
motifs, as historical structures and na-
tural geographical attractions. One of
the latest arrivals from ZX.gczyca has
very skillfully adapted for their cachet
the ancient legend about the town’s Old
Castle’s jolly and mischievious under-
ground dweller—Spooky Ghost Boruta!
This novel theme, together with an ap-
propriate postal marker were designed
by Eng. Kileina for their Regional Ex-
hibition, October 15 to 21st, 1961. The
small-type legend (printers code) shows

DAEX ZNACZKA 1951

Mr. Wiadysiaw Szymlek

2341 West Moffat St.
Chicago 47, Illinois

Stany Zjedn. Amer yki.
H » s » A .

that 900 of these covers were printed
in black color. Another 500 under sepa-
rate order were printed in red and 500
in red-brown.

Well organized, this Exhibition
attracted some of the best known col-
lections in Poland. Shown were: -«

15 Collections of Poland

13 Tupical Collections

8 Europe and Overseas

2 Junior Exhibits
2 Philatelic Literature Exhibits

We extend our congratulations to our
member, Marian Dufiski, who success-
fully represented our Polonus Philatelic
Society — and was awarded for his
many specialized collections of Poland
— The Silver Medal Award at this
show. Over 3600 visitors from all parts
of the country enjoyed the show.

— Information supplied by our mem-
ber, Marian Duniski. — WS

NEW MEMBER
Frank J. E. Swita

13901 Crennell Ave.

Cleveland 5, Ohio
'RESIGNED

E. D. Wolski

Polonus Bulletin, May 1962
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

June 8, 1962 — Meeting

Another Member’s Bourse. Bring your
duplicates of your really good material.
Share your philatelic good fortune with
the members. Only this way can we help
each other. Please bring something to
sell or please come prepared to buy.
June 22, 1962 — Meeting

Dr. Matthew E. Uznanski will be our
speaker and his topic — “Stamps of
Upper Silesia”. The Doctor is noted for
the stamps of Polish Plebescite Terri-
tories, He exhibited these stamps at
Poland’s Poznan Fair Exhibition last
fall and won the Grand Award at this
show.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Dr. Adam Weislo
7133 8. Francisco Avenue
Chicago 29, Tllinois
CORRECTION
Jozef Kuderewicz, M.D.
142 Tarrytown Rd.
Manchester, New Hampshire
APPLICANTS PENDING

P. W. Trubey
61 Rue St. Cyr
Hull, Que., Canada
Dr. J. A. Dobrowolski
301 Summit Ave.
' Ottawa 1, Ont. Canada

PAY YOUR 1962 DUES NOW!
Neglect to do so will cause you to be
dropped from our Bulletin Mailing list.

Give Your Old
Stamp Catalogues,
Albums, Magazines,
and Your Duplicates

to
STAMPS FOR THE
WOUNDED

Send Your Material To:
JOHN BOR
1810 N. Richmond St.
Chicago 47, Ill.

%
i

POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY

LESTER JANKOWSKI, President

10 S. La Salle St. Chicago 3, III.
ROMAN STRZELECKI, Secretary

1439 N. Bell Ave. Chicago 22, Ill.
EDWARD GAWENCKI, Treasurer

1453 Milwaukee Ave. Chicago 22, Il

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE
WALTER SZYMLEK, Chairman
2341 W. Moffat St. Chicago 47, 111

CHESTER A. SCHAFER, Editor
864 N. Ashland Ave. Chicago 22, IlI.

The Polonus Philatelic Society is non-political.
Views expressed by the authors of articles ap-
pearing herein do not necessarily express the
views of the Polonus Philatelic Society.

— Annual Dues are $2.50 —

VY VY Y YUYV YYYYYYYYYYY
[ Y O P POV VYUYV PN

Abbbbbbbbbbsbbbbbsbssssbssn
PLEASE PATRONIZE THOSE WHO
ADVERTISE IN OUR BULLETIN!

— POLAND —

Mint — Used — First Day Covers
Want Lists Welcomed
Lowest Discount Prices

TWIN EAGLE STAMP CO.
Box 323 Granite City, Il

K-LINE PAGES

FOR

POLAND .
Supplement No. 6, 1961
Now Ready at $1.30

Write us for a special price on
complete Poland pages
(to Members of Polonus only)
Special Binder 5.75 .50
Dust Case

K-LINE
PUBLISHING, INC.

Geo. C. Kobylka

1433 S. Cuyler Av., Berwyn, Ill
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