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some special service. He wants to 
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an unusual group of stamps, not to be 
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wants reliable information about his 
philatelic affairs. Just such service is 
the sole function of J. C. Morgenthau 
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charged only on completed transac­
tions. If you want to buy or sell .... 

ALWAYS ASK MORGENTBAU 
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(Subsidiary of Scott Stamp & Coin Co. Inc.) 

I West 47 Street New York, N. Y. 
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The First ''Window" Envelope 
By E . T U DOR GROSS 

This article is not intended as a treatise on envelopes, which were first 
manufactured in this country (by hand ) as early as 1840. A few words by way 
of introduction , ho-wever, may not be inappropriate. Envelopes, as we think of 
them today, first appeared in England in 1830, although the original idea should 
undoubtedly be credited to a Frenchman, Monsieur J ean de Villayer, or de 
Valayer, who in 1653 established in Paris what he termed "IJa P etite Poste". De 
Villayer installed pillar-boxes in differ ent sections of th e city, in which boxes the 
public might deposit letters for local delivery, after having clone them up in 
wrappers purchased for the purpose at various shops. 'l'hese ·wrappers were the 
"ancestors" of the envelopes of today. (1) 

'l'he present article has to do, not with envelopes as such, but with a certain 
type of envelope, which in my opinion was th e forerunner of one that is very 
common today. W e laymen call these modern types "window" envelopes, al­
though the trade knows them as "Outlook" envelopes. (See ]'ig. 1. ) 

"Outlook" envelopes are now used extensively by business houses to save 
time in addressing statements and letters. The first of the month brings us quite 
a flock of them. 'fh e first one patented consisted of an ordinary envelope bear­
ing on the front, or "face wall", an oblong opening backed with glassine. 
Through this glassine-covered opening th e name and addr ess of the addressee, 
typed on the enclostfre, are easily seen . This obviates any typing or writing on 
th e envelope itself. Th ese are still in general use. 

''Outlook'' or ''window'' envelopes may be purchased today in quantity 
either through the Post Office or from private manufacturers. When they were 
first patented, however, no name or designation was given to them as a patent 
listing, although th e " claim " uses the word "outlook ". Since this type of 
envelope came to be used commercially in fairly recent times, many of us have 
probably thought it was an innovation. As a matter of fact, it 'was patented 
forty years ago, and through the cooperation of l\Ir. Roland W. Goff,. Providence 
printer; the Science & Industry Dept. of th e Providence Public Library; and 
Mr. E. L . Wight of th e U. S. Envelope Co. of Springfield, Mass., I have secured 
the following interesting history : 

On December 9, 1901, 'Ir. Americus F . Callahan of Chicago, Illinois, filed 
his petition, or "claim", for a " handmade 'outlook' envelope". Six months 
later, on Jun e 10, 1902, the patent was granted, and bore the number 701839. 

(1) For a n ex cell e nt account of th e hi s tory a nd manufac ture of e nve lope s, s ee the 
pa mphl e t put out b y th e Unite d State s Enve lope Co. o f Springfi e ld, Mass., e ntitl ed "An 
E a rl y Histo r y o f th e E nv e l,op e" . 
73 
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Bear in mind that this patent was for a ''handmade'' envelope. Following this, 
on July 14, 1908, a patent was issued to William D. Slater, of Springfield, Mass., 
number 893105, for a "machine to manufacture 'outlook' envelopes". This 
patent was assigned to the U. S. Envelope Co. of Springfield and is still under 
patent protection. 

Before 1908, however, inventive genius had developed the "Mono-Outlook" 
envelope, and I quote the letter of Mr. E. L. Wight. He says: 

''The Mono-Outlook envelope was first developed by Max M. Cohn, San 
Francisco, California, No. 835,850, patented November 13, 1906. Claim on this 
patent is quoted below: 

" 'As a new article of manufacture, an envelope with an unpunctured face of 
relatiYely opaque stock, said envelope-face having a portion to which a prepara­
tion has been applied to render such portion transparent, and a colored or tinted 
border surrounding said transparent portion for the purpose of obliterating or 
concealing the effects of the tendency of the said preparation to creep into the 
surrounding opaque stock'." 

Fiµ;. 1. " Outlook" E1nrelo1u.•. 

l\Ir. ·wight goes on to say: 
'' 'l'his patent went through the courts and was sustained against a com­

petitor. The patent on the envelope has now obviously expired, but the machin­
ery on which these envelopes are made, still has patent protection. " (2 ) 

''The name 'Mono-Outlook' is a trademark which is the property of the 
United States Envelope Company. 'l'he rights to this trademark were issued 
to us August 22, 1922, and trademark rights are still in force." 

A further reference to the reports of the Patent Office shows that on July 
29, 1913, patent No. 1,068,858 was granted to the same Max M. Cohn, then 
domiciled at Piedmont, California, for an ''improved'' type of these envelopes. 
(Cohn subsequently assigned one-half interest in his patent to Charles R. Hadley 
of Los Angeles, California. ) This patent had been filed November 9, 1912, with 
serial number 730,431. The wording of the .claim is as follows: 

''As a new article of manufacture, an envelope of r elatively opaque stock 
having a transparent area forming a window (note the use of the word 'window') 

(2) It is interesting to note that Mr. Cohn fil e d his request for a pate nt of the later­
styled "Mono-Outlook" e nve lop e as early as Nove mb e r 8, 1904. As this p atent was not 
g-ranted until Nove mber 13, 1906, it is quite possible that the " comp e titor" , above noted , 
disputed his right to the "cla im ' ', and h e ld up th e granting o f th e p atent for two 
years. ( E . T . G.) 
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through which an addre s on the enclosure may be observed, said wall being pro­
vided with a series of perforations there-through around the transparent area to 
give definition to the window and permit of the escape of air from the space 
between the wall and the inclosure. '' (Copied from the Official Gazette of the 
U. S. Patent Office.) 

So far as I have been able to learn, the so-called "Mono-Outlook" envelopes, 
as actually used, show a printed frame or border around the opening, and none 
with "perforations", as specified in this later claim. The only real difference, 
therefore, between this later patent and the one of 1906 was the matter of perfo­
rations, which might be called an improvement, but, in my opinion, did not 
establish grounds for a new patent. Both types called for an envelope '' chemi­
cally" treated on the "face-wall", and I see no particular advantage to the 
perforated border. Neither of these Cohn patents are listed at th e Patent Office 
as anything but "envelopes". (Here I should note that today various trade 
names are used for this type of envelope, such as the "Mono", "'rranso ", and 
''Krystal Klear''.) 

When ''Outlook '' envelopes first a pp eared on the market business concerns 
(my own was one of them) were slow to take up with the idea. Was it, however, 
a new idea ~ 'rhe answer to this question constitutes the reason for my writing 
this article. 

Back in 1860, eighty-two years ago, an envelope was patented, which, in 
my opinion, though I can't prove it, planted the seed for the "window" or "out­
look '' envelope of today. 

What was this early patent, and who was the inventor ~ To answer this I 
desire to record a personal experience and refer to the only articles bearing on the 
subject which have appeared in the philatelic press. The first of these accounts 
was by John N. Luff, eminent philatelic authority and writer, who noted the 
existence of an unusual type of envelope in the March, 1902, number of the 
American Journal of Philately. (This Journal ceased publication at the end of 
1906. ) It should be pointed out that Luff's account, written at the beginning of 
the century, appeared forty-two years after the patent of 1860 was granted. 
During all these years no mention, so far as I have been able to learn, had been 
made of this patent in any philatelic magazine or periodical. 

The other articles were written by Walter S. Scott and Prescott H. Thorp, 
respectively. Mr. Scott's account was published in the October 1929 issue of 
the Collectors Club Philatelist. The one by Mr. Thorp first appeared in Scott's 
Monthly Journal of December 1929 (reported by Hugh M. Clark), and was 
later reprinted in the ,January 1930 number of the Collectors Club Philatelist. I 
shall quote them later. 

Here let me interject Webster's definition of a "window". He describes 
it as ''an aperture, usually glazed, in a building to admit light; frame in such an 
opening; anything resembling a window." He further defines an aperture as 
"an opening". According to the same authority, an "outlook" is a "looking 
out; a view; prospect ; a scope of vision.'' 

Now for the personal experience. For twenty-five years I have been inter­
ested in the l e stamp of 1861, in used condition, and when anything out of the 
ordinary comes on the market I try to get it. In the summer of 1926, while I 
was on a vacation to the West Coast, an auction was held in New York by Mr. 
Percy G. Doane. In this sale was a le 1861 on an unusual envelope, cancelled 
January 24, 1862, over a die-cut oval hole in the upper right hand co1·ner. 
(Note the location of this aperture.) I knew nothing about this sale until I re­
turned to Providence, and then found, to my chagrin, that the auction had al­
ready taken place. My good friend, P ercy, however, kindly gave me the name of 
the buyer of this lot and I immediately corresponded with him to see if he would 
part with bis purchase. 

l\'Iy interest was not so much in the fact that this was a die-cut envelope as it 
was that this particular envelope bore a cancell ed le 1861 with year date ''an' 
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everythin' ''. To me, it was a combination I had never seen or heard of, and I 
wanted it for my specialized collection of this stamp. Here I might repeat that 
nothing up to this time ( 1926 ), except for Luff's article above referred to, had 
appeared in the philatelic press about any patent or "window" envelopes. Con­
sequently, as I had not seen or heard of Luff's account, I was entirely in the 
dark as to what it was all about. 

The purchaser of the above mentioned item was Mr. David C. Turnbull of 
Mishawaka, Indiana , who, wh en I wrote him, replied that he did not care to sell. 
In spite of this, I wrote him once or twice a year for five years, offering to buy 
the cover, and explaining that I was specializing in the le 1861. (Note that I 
was more interested in the stamp than in the curious envelope that bore it. ) 

''At long last'', as a certain famous personage once said, Mr. Turnbull in 
January 1931 yielded to my entreaties and sent me the cover. I reproduce a 
photo of this cover below. 

(I did not, at this time, realize that I had acquired a "patent" envelope. In 
the light of what I learned later, I might state that this one and one recently 
unearthed by Morris E. Leeds are the only ''patent'' covers I know of, bearing 
a le 1861, that have the yea.r date, as well as the month and clay, in the cancelling 
postmark. I might also call attention to the fact that most of the postally used 
covers that have been found bear the 3c stamp rather than the le stamp. But I 
am anticipating. ) 

In th e meantime, the two articles by Mr. Scott and by l\Ir. Thorp, already 
noted, had appeared. These articles referred to envelopes found with die-cut 
holes " in the upper right band corner'', and were evidently similar to the one 
I had .acquired from 1\Ir. Turnbull . After reading tbe.-se accounts, I realized that 
the cover I had secured showed a type of envelope, regardless of the stamp, that 
was quite out of the ordinary. 

It would seem that Luff, according to his article, which· refers to seeing four 
of these envelopes, kn ew practically nothi;ng about their origin, except for the 
information contained in the Leeds & Vaux circular which he quoted. (See 
later ). Apparently, he made no further investigation. Neither did Mr. Scott, 
who reports finding in his collection a cover dated October 26, 1861, which he 
described as" An Interesting Envelope". As the letter enclosed sheds consider­
able light on our study, I shall r eproduce it in full later on. 
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The Thorp article, published two months after the one by Scott, records 
Luff's account intact, as well as most of that by Scott. While I shall quote 
'l'horp 's article almost in full, at the proper time, I shall simply mention at this 
point the statement that "the inventor" (of this type of envelope) "is still an 
unknown equation". This comment intrigued me. I felt that no man who had 
invented a patent envelope, or any other patent, for that matter, could be un­
known, and that the Reports of the Patent Office at Washington could furnish 
the answer. 

'rhrough the files of the Providence Public Library, and with the assistance 
of my friend , Mr. Clarence E. Sherman, its librarian, I learned that on June 19, 
1860, a patent for an ''Improved Envelope'' was granted to Benjamin Morison 
(note the spelling) under number 28767. I accordingly sent to Washington 
(this was ten years ago) and secured what patent attorneys call a "soft paper" 
or printed copy of "Specifications of Letters Patent No. 28767, dated June 19, 
1860. '' So the mystery of the inventor was solved. 

I reproduce herewith a photostatic copy, both of the "claim", as it is called, 
and of the diagrams which illustrated the die-cut envelope. (These "soft paper,'' 
or printed copies, by the way, may be obtained from Washington at ten cents 
each.) (Seep. 78.) 

If we read these specifications carefully, and study the cuts that accompany 
them, we shall find a number of interesting facts. In the first place, Mr. 
Morison, the inventor, evidently bad no idea, originally, of placing the postage 
stamp over the large hole (Fig. IA ) (3 ) His thought seems to have. been to have 
the government, through its postmasters, apply the postmark with ''day or 
date'', in this opening, so that the letter inside the envelope would receive the 
cancelling mark, without reference to the envelope. In other words, the envelope 
could be thrown away and the enclosure would still bear the evidence that it 
was cancelled as indicated by the postmark. To avoid inquisitive eyes, the gum­
med edges of the bole (Fig. IA),( 3 ) might be moistened and stuck down so that 
the envelope could not be pried open to reveal any portion of the contents. 

Secondly, as shown by Fig. II (3 ) provision is made for a "receiving mark." 
This is naturally a smaller hole than ''IA'' and provides for an opening for the 
"receiving postmaster" to note the date of receipt. The name of the city or town 
was unnecessary, as the address on the envelope supplied that information. To 
be sure, if the envelope were thrown away, the location of the place of receipt 
would be missing. 

'rhis was Benjamin Morison's patent. He never, in his claim, mentions the 
postage stamp, nor was it necessary. If the government had been willing to 
adopt this patent, which, of course, meant that the postmark should go over the 
large die-punched hole, the question of where the postage stamp was applied had 
no significance. Furthermore, if Washington had required "receiving post­
masters" to use the word "Rec'd." and the date, in the small opening, all the 
evidence would have remained on the enclosure. 

Washington, however, didn't accept it. The government could not specify 
that an envelope be postmarked at any particular point, nor could it require 
that, when the stamp was applied, it must go over a die-cut hole. In those days, 
as now, it was customary, but not required, to place the stamp in the upper rigl1t 
hand corner, and postmasters, by one stroke, could cancel the stamp and post­
mark it at the same time. (This, of course, was provided they used a town and 
not a design cancellation. ) All this was possible by Morison's patent if the 
stamp was always placed over the larger opening. Apparently, however, as I 
have stated, he at first thought only of the postmark and not of the stamp, and 
realized that the stamp might be placed anywhere on the envelope at the whim 
of the sender. 

Although the "Turnbull" cover, which I had acquired, differed in severa l 
respects from the samples illustrated in the original patent claim, I made no 

( 3 ) See c ut , p a g e 7 8. 
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furth er investigations at that time. Later , quite by chance, I secured a 3c 1861 
on one of these peculiar envelopes, bearing a curved embossed inscription ''Pat. 
June 19, 1860 " under a die-cut r ectangular opening. 

4/¥.I ~-~ 
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F ig. 4 . L y ndon, ·v t . C 0Ye 1·. 

Still later I found a letter , minus the envelope, with a 3c 1861, having un­
derneath the stamp narrow strips of yellow paper that were originally a part of 
th e same type of die-cut envelope. 

. ,, 

F ig. 5. E n c los ure , wltll E n v elope Missing . 

What, th en, happened to the original patent ~ So far as I had been able to 
learn , no covers, like th e on es illustrated in the Morison patent bad been found. 
Later I shall refer to two covers, not recorded at this t ime, which show a 
semblance to those invented by l\1orison. 
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THE "LEEDS AND FRANKLIN PATENT ENVELOPES" 
Du ring t lw llPriod whPn inventor>< w1!re work inv; so feve rishly to perfect the 
IHH<tai;-e stamp to flrPv en t fraudulent n><e. thiH patPnt Pnveiope was pia<·P.d on sale to 
thP 1111hlil' . on· .. rin~ 1irival'y to mall and JlOHlmarking- th e letter as a r e cord of when 
it 1mss<>d thrnug-h the mall The venture did not prnve succeHRful and, after a short 
timP . tlwy WPrP out of use. 

l\lr . Knaf>P was forlu11ate in al'quirini;- a nunlher of •'.overs, some from the corres­
flondf'n<'P of th e Leeds family ,· including- esHayH and expe rim e ntal uses, aR well as 
othPr c·overs 1rnsspd through the mall in regular llRP. . 

It is 111-'PrllPss to Hta t p that they are very, rare. 

Lot :\'o . Cat. Val. 
:!4ti7 .\n .,,.,.. .. ,,. m · tl'i11I us1', with an l111111·1·r. \'1'1'111111011 labt·I, 111·•1 b)· 1·t•gular 

1>0,..t111111·k of l<'lnshlng, X. \'. , Pnvdopl' 1·ontalnlng atl\'f•rtlslng drcular 
of th e advantages of the "Stamp Sealing and Postmark Preserving 
Enve lope. "' To all appearances. thlR pa8Re d through th e mlrll. even 
though it hore nothing more than a plain colore d lahe l with the em­
hosse d sea l of "Leeds and Vaux" ( 1) 

2Hil< .\11 udn•rtlsln" d1"t·ulur, similar in contenlR to prece ding lo.t, _not en­
closed in the patent envelope. hut with l ' . S. It' 1801 #0:1 ram-. with 
"l.t•1•tls & 1<'1·a11klln" sa11111IP IH>Ntmark ( 1) 

2469 .\ 111111•111 1•11n•lot><', wlf.11 doublP 01wnlng, one for postmark the other 
for stamp, with the " Leeds & Franklin" sample postmark. and a 
used . 3c '61 stuck in the space fol' the stamp. very interesting ( 1) 

2470 ; fs;I, IHfll, It· bt•ight bluP, tlf"<I to sam11lt' en\'Plo1,... Nquare 01wnlng with 
perforated end for convenient opening, tied hy the sample ·hand­
s tamps of "Leeds & Franklin," not addressed. very fine (Photo) (1) 

2471 i!lfl;I, IHOI, I<' blut', tlt"d to a 11atent envelo1w, l'lqUart> openl!'g New York . 
to Platte Valley Bank. Nebraska City, Neb . . containing an aavertis­
lng circular of the patent envelopes. Cover torn In opening. but a 
very unusual and rare piece ( 1) 

2472 #0.'I, IHfll, It' blue, oval 01wnlng tied "Millville," N. J. to "Lf.>ftis \V. 
J.eeds, Flushing. ~. \' ." used In patent envelope and tied on circular. 
very fine ( 1) 

2473 j(l ffi), 1861, :k roMe, O\'al 01wnlng tied "Phlladel1>hia, Pa. (k·t. 19, 1861," 
"Leed's conespondence," personal letter. to New York . Very fine 

(Photo l ( 1) 

2474 ijl6.;, IHOI, :It• roNt', l'lquan> 01wnlng, date of patent embossed in curve. 
grid cane. "Patchogue, N. Y ." to N. Y . City, superb (1) 

2475 # fl.'\, IHfll, :k ro""· drrula1· 01wnlng. embossed patent notice in rectan­
gle to le ft of opening. The stamp. placed in lower left corner, has 
target cane. The opening I~ postmarked "Philadelphia. Pa .. Feb. 11. 
1862." very fine (Photo) (1 l 

ESSAYS FOR U. S. RETURN POSTCARDS 
2 4 7 6 f '0111plPl1• prh1tt·d pssa)' rm· rt•t urn 1>0st"I ''"rd; on one side a re s paces 

for hoth d.espatch and return address with two n>pn-sPntatlons of it 

It'"''""'!>.'- The reverse has a perforated slip of paper. for w1·iting the 
message. which Is to he torn off and the retnrn m essage writte n on 
the( card. Sample "1iostmark" of OHlcfl of U . S. P . M. Gen'!. Wash­
ington . D. C .. Jan . 26. 1878 . Very fin e ( 1) 

2477 Com1>lt•t.- 1..-lntt'1l """a)· for rt•lurn IH>Ntal 1·1trd. Similar to preceding lot 
except that It has " Ningh• n·11n•,.1•ntatlo11 of a ~· stam1•. very fin e ( 1) 

2478 A ,.lmllar """II)' 1·anl to 11rt't't'tllnic lot, hut with ftctltlous message and 
pencil drawn "postmarks" to demonstrate how they were Intended 
to be used . extremely unusual piece . very fine (Photo l (I l 

178 
Fig. G. Page 178 of C atalogue of Part II Ji:na1>11 Collect io n Sale. 



COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIS7 81 
Now let us continue with our history. After ten years of "no news" came 
the "casus belli ". In October 1941 the Parke-Bernet Galleries, Inc. of New 
York sent out their catalogue of ''Part' ·Two'' of the famous Edward S. Knapp 
collection of stamps, covers, and philatelic Americana. The sale was to be held 
from November 3rd to 8th, and, to my amazement, I found that Page 178 de­
scribed nine items under the heading "Leeds and Franklin Patent Envelopes". 
I reproduce this page as it appeared in the catalogue. (See Fig. 6.) 

A careful study of this page, even without seeing the various lots, discloses 
that no item offered is exactly the same as that illustrated by Morison in his 
patent of Jun e 19, 1860. It is true that the cover mailed by Barclay R. Leeds, 
February 11, 1862, to his brother Lewis W. Leeds (Lot 2475) contains a circular 
hole in the upper right. hand corner. If it was the inventor's thought that the 
(large ) opening could go anywhere on the envelope, and not necessarily in the 
upper left corner, as shown in the patent, then we may say that this cover was an 
"original". Mr. Morison, like all inventors, would have samples of his wares, 
and; in my opinion, Barclay Leeds, writing from Morison's office (see copy of 
letter quoted later ) would quite probably have used one. 

Another cover (Lot 2469 ) shows two openings in the envelope, one circular 
and the other rectangular. They are side by side in the upper right hand corner. 
These openings were apparently designed, one for the stamp and one for the 
postmark, (still differing from the original patent.) This cover was most cer­
tainly a "try-out". Although the stamp is cancelled, the space for the postmark 
is filled, not by a government postmark, but by a facsimile of a postmark, reading 
"New York Leeds & Franklin, 112 B'W" (Broadway). Only a blank piece 
of paper is enclosed (not a letter) and, of course, this cover never passed through 
the mails. It was clearly a manufactured affair for advertising purposes. 
Leeds and Frauklin used their sample postmark in the left hand hole, and stuck 
an already cancelled 3c stamp in the right hand hole. It was evidently employed 
as a sample just as the one by Leeds & Vaux, cancelled December 31, 1861, over a 
vermillion label (Lot 2467) was undoubtedly used. (See later.) 

Fig·. 7 . J_.ot 24-0U-J<: 1i:1t•1> Collection S:1l e . 

My conclusion is that Morison never manufactured, or caused to be manu­
factured, any appreciable supply of his own patent envelopes, except for sample 
purposes. To confirm this, I tried to identify the busines~ cf Benjamin Morison 
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in 1860. I wrote the Free Library of Philadelphia to ascertain what the Phila­
delphia City Directory of that year showed. Mr. F. H. Price, librarian of the 
Free Library, very kindly r eplied that McElroy 's Philadelphia City Directory 
for 1860, Page 708, lists "Morison, Benjamin, patents, 228 Walnut Street, house 
1341 N. 11th Street". So Morison was not an envelope manufacturer, but one 
who invented, or dealt in patents. 

Who, then, were I_ieeds and Franklin, and how was their name tied up with 
a type of envelope which, from the photographs in the auction catalogue, had 
all the earmarks of the Benjamin Morison patent ? My first cover (Turnbull) 
was clearly a "try-out", and was addressed to Leeds & Vaiix, not Leeds and 
Franklin, from Flushing, N. Y .. Jany. 24, 1862. The stamp and year dated 
postmark are both tied to the enclosure, thus proving that the letter ( n' even 
without the envelope, was mailed on the day and year cancelled on the stamp. 
As a matter of fact, the enclosure is a blank piece of paper (not a letter), so 
Leeds & Vaux apparently arra nged with the Flushing Post Office to have this 
cover mailed to themselves to prove that the idea was workable. While they 
produced an earlier cover , as I shall record presently, the Turnbull cover, and 
the Morris Leeds cover, previously noted, are in my opinion, the first ones found, 
piit out by them, bearing a government stamp, actually cancelled in the mails. 
(The so-called Scott cover, later noted , was mailed by Leeds to Vaux, from 
Philadelphia, before the patent rights had been acquired by contract.) 

But why "I_ieeds & Vaux" and not "Leeds & Franklin" ? Incidentally, 
what had happened to Morison ? 

Now the interesting part of our story begins. 
'l'o answer the above questions, it is necessary to study the enclosures in the 

lots listed on Page 178 of the auction catalogue, and, secondly, to discover 
whether the original Morison patent had been transferred to someone else. 

At the Knapp auction I acquired several of the lots, and have since been 
privileged to examine four others that were bought by Mr. Harold Lehman of 
New York. At my request, he very courteously sent them to me for study. As 
a result of this study, I feel we may state with authority that Lewis W. Leeds 
of New York was the man who is entitled to be credited with the "exploitation" 
of these envelopes. He did not, however, invent the original idea, as Benjamin 
Morison of Philadelphia established his claim to that right in his patent of 
June 19, 1860. I shall qualify this statement further on in this article. 

Who, then, was Leeds, and how did he come into the picture. Here it is 
necessary to quote the article by Walt~ S. Scott in the October 1929 issue of the 
Collectors Club Philatelist. 'fhis is the second of the articles to which I refer­
r ed earlier. 

"An Interes ting Envelope" 

By Walter S. Scott. 

"In going through a lot of old envelopes recently, I cam e across one that at­
tracted my attention. It has the regular three-cent 1861 adhesive stamp in the 
left hand corner, and in the upper right corner is the postmark 'Philadelphia' 
surrounding a punched-out hole about the size of a twenty-five cent piece. Ad­
joining the cancellation to the left is a small square 'Postmark-Patent June 19, 
1860 ' embossed in three lin es . The envelope is addressed to Calvert Vaux, 110 
Broad Way, New York . The balance of the postmark-'October 26, 186 1, Pa.'­
is shown on the letter sheet. The contents of the letter is so pertinent that I 
quote it: 

'Philadelphia 10 / 26/ 1861 
'Dear Vaux 

Arrived safely last night. Have just been to see envelope man. Found 
him, just as I supposed , with a few samples of coarse brown envelopes, with 
two-sized holes, which he thought was a great matter to have such a va­
riety-one big round hole and one littl e one. He was going to do great 
matters, but the war came on, and he thought it was not worth while to try 
- but Secretary Cameron is a particular friend of his and as soon as the 
war was over he would get him to take it up and make the government 
(do something, E. T. G. inserts) about it. He has thought of putting the 
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stamp in the hole, but says the government will not post mark them unless 
they are made to do so. H e wants to sell out the whole right- says his 
son owns half, but h e would take a thousand dollars at any rate, on a risk. 
I told him I could not give him a thousand cents, for I have no money to 
give, but if h e was a mind to say what he would let m e have it for any time 
within a month , or how much more within three months , and how much in 
s ix months a nd one y ear , or any other proposition , I would consider it, to 
see whether it wa s possible to get back our thirty-five dollars we had spent, 
but it would r equire very particular per sonal applica tion anyway, and per­
h aps a fter working h a rd for six months and spending considerable money, 
it would all amount to not hing. I think I will m a nage it all rig ht to make 
som e contingent a rran gem ent, by which we can secure the use of this 
pa tent, a nd then we can a dd our improvem ents if n ecessary. 

Thine trul y, 

Leeds' 

" It occurred to m e af t er r eading the above that some collector mi ght h av e the 
other va riet y (E. T. G. su r mises Mr. Scott r ef ers to the second sample in the 
illustrated patent, showing th e small hol e for the 'R ec'd. ' mark). W e could then 
ascerta in wh eth er the tw enty-five cent s ize we have is the smaller or larger hole. 
The cover is m a de of the coarse brown pa per m entioned in the letter, and is in 
an excell ent s t a t e of preservation." 

Let us study this article. The description of the envelope, with its patent 
mark, is identical with the Barclay Leeds cover mailed on February 11, 1862 
(Lot 24 75 ) . Note that the hole, "about the size of a twenty-five cent piece," is 

in the upper right hand corner, and that the patent mark is a small oblong 
"rubber stamp" to the left of the cancellation (and hol e) reading "Post 
Mark~ Patent Jun e 19, J860," embossed in three lines. (This was the sec­
ond type of "patent mark" th at I had found , and I believe it was the first to be 
used. This type, and th e on e with a curved embossed impression under the hole, 
previously noted, are th e only ones I have yet discovered. ) 

Both of these envelopes must have originated in Morison's office, as Lewis 
W. Leeds wrote the "Scott" letter, to his friend Vaux, from Philadelphia. 
L eeds starts out by saying: ' 'Arrived safely last night. Have just been to see 
envelope man." ('l'his, of course, was Morison , the inventor, and not an envelope 
manufacturer. I beli eve L eeds secured his "patent " envelope at Morison's 
office. ) He then goes on to say that he found him (Morison ) "with a few samples 
of coarse brown envelopes " and describes them. Notice Leeds used the words 
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''few samples,'' which would seem to prove my contention that Morison had not 
yet bad any quantity manufactured, but only had a few made up to illustrate 
bis patent. Then comes the statement that ''He bas thought of putting the stamp 
in the hole, but says the government will not postmark them unless they are made 
to do so." So the idea of putting the stamp in the hole originated with Mo,rison. 

Leeds then proceeds to discuss the possible purchase of the patent rights on 
a "deferred payment" basis, (I wonder if this was th e beginning of "install­
ment'' buying!) extending over a period of several months. H e concludes, ''I 
think I will manage it all right to make some contingent arrangement, by which 
we can secure the use of this patent, and then we can add oitr improvements 
if necessary." (Th e italics are mine. ) 

This 'letter clearly indicates that Vaux was to be a prospective partner with 
Leeds, if the patent rights could be secured, and the fact that Leeds "didn't 
have a thousand cents'' accounts for the negotiations for deferred payments. 

Apparently, an agreement of purchase was made, as the letter of Barclay 
R. Leeds, dated February 11, 1862 (to be quoted later) definitely shows. I have 
not as yet succeeded in finding the original document. Evidently, however, the 
deal was closed, and as his brother's letter states, L eeds' first payment was to be 
made on January 1st, 1862. 

Under this agreement, made in the fall of 1861, over a year after the patent 
was granted, Leeds undoubtedly was given the right, or ''license'' to exploit this 
patent, the title to which would pass when the payments noted in the agreement 
had been met. So Leeds went ahead, with Vaux as a partner, and not only 
added the improvements (to be noted subsequently), but actually circularized 
"the trade" to get orders. I shall later quote on e of these circulars, copied from 
the Luff article. Of course, no transfer of the patent was recorded in Washing­
ton to Leeds, or to Leeds and Vaux, as this could not take place until the final 
payment was made. This accounts for the fact that the Patent Office, at this 
time, makes no mention of Leeds, or Leeds & Vaux, as transferees, as will appear 
further on in our story. 

J.1eeds & Vaux, therefore, started out and endeavored to sell "their" patent 
envelope to all and sundry. Before doing so, they added certain improvements. 
To meet the general custom, they ordered envelopes manufactured with the large 
hole, either oval or rectangular, in the tipper right hancl c01'ner (apparently they 
never used the small hole for the ''received'' cancellation.) They, however, 
made this modification, namely, that the die did not cut a complete hole, but one 
that left strips of the envelope crossing the opening from left to right and from 
top to bottom. Some of these strips were just plain narrow ''crossings,'' in two 
parallel lines, while others had a diamond shaped figure, with a hole in the 
center, having four points of contact with the envelope. There was still another 
die which left a sort of l\'Ialtese cross in the opening, and a larger hole in the 
~dd~. . 

'l'hese die-cut designs appear on envelopes punched both with the oval and 
the r ectangular openings. H ere I would call attention to the fact that the illus­
tration of th e original patent shows the large opening to be circular and not oval. 
I reproduce below rough ~ketches of these die-cut designs. (See Fig. 8. ) 

It should be pointed out that Fig. 1, copied from the article by 'l'horp, is 
circular, but I think it should have been oval. I have not as yet found a die-cut 
design in a circular opening. These may exist, but to date I have not seen or 
heard of one. I also show below two other die-cut designs recently found in 
Philadelphia. I have never seen either of th em actually used. (See Fig. SA.) 

After the letter bad been inserted in the patent envelope, and the envelope 
sealed, the stamp would be applied in the opening, thus adhering to the strips or 
design in the die-cut hole, and, at the same time, to the enclosure as well. To 
extract th e letter, one had only to slit the envelope, push the stamp through the 
hole, and thereby break the connection with the envelope. The stamp, therefore, 
remained on the enclosure. and. if it bore the postmark and year date, it was 
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po. itiYe evidence as to th e time and place of mailing. Even if the postmark 
lacked th e year date it still authenticated the day and month of mailing, which 
also appeared in the written portion of the letter. 

lA 3 

Fig. 8 . Samp l es of D ie Cu ts. 

It should be borne in mind that up to this time it had not been the universal 
custom in this country to use the year date in the postmark cancellation. Con­
sequently, we find many covers of the period cancelled with the month and day, 

' 
No. 'I '~ 

'~ ,~ 
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ooo 
0[)0 
000 

• 

No. $" 

Fig·. 8.A. S an1 11 les of Unu sed D ie Cu ts. 

without any year date being included. If the year date were missing, it would 
be difficult to prove, by these postmarks, whether a letter had been cancelled, for 
example, in 1862 or 1864, unless the letter itself bore the complete story. 

Another improvement, or modification , of the original patent, was a vertical 
perforation on the die-punch ed envelope, about o/sths of an inch from the right. 
This proYided that the envelope could be opened by severing these perforations 
without slitting t he flap. 'fhis was the same idea as that employed in the "letter 
sheets" of 1886, and, in my opinion , the manufacturers of these letter sheets got 
their ''hunch '' from these early envelopes. I show a photo of one of these 
" perforated" envelopes. (See Fig. 9. ) 
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The main difference, th erefore, between the original "Morison" envelope, as 
patented, and the ones put out later by Leeds & Vaux, was that the former laid 
stress solely on the postmark, while the latter attempted to tie the stamp as well 
as the postmark, to th e enclosure. As most of us are concerned primarily with 
stamp collecting, and the use of stamps, the ''improved'' window envelope has a 
particular appeal to philatelists. 

/ -"o; 
~ 'I ,~ .... ... .:!' !... __. ·-- \ .. - ,,.. 

I/ ~ · .. _.,. . 
";· . 

2410 

. . 

Fig-. 9 . Photo. of Lot 2470. S:11n p le of Pe,.foratetJ Enn,lo1ll•. 

Leeds & Vaux, accordingly, attempted to market "their " patent envelope 
with its irnprovernents, and I have a copy of their circular (enclosed in Lot 2467) 
which offers to suppl y these ''novelti es '' to the trade. This circular, by the way, 
makes no mention of an envelope manufacturer, although it is signed " Leeds & 
Vaux,' ' who, as I shall show later. were ''steam heaters. ' ' As this circular is 
identical with the one copied by Mr. Luff in his article, and repeated by Mr. 
Thorp in his, I shall now reproduce the latter's account, leaving out the Scott 
letter, already quoted, for the sake of brevity : 

(It may seem strange, in light of the fact that the Thorp article has already 
been published, that I should reproduce it almost in its entirety in this "history." 
It is because I am trying to write as complete a story as possible that I have taken 
the liberty of ''cribbing'' both the Scott and the Thorp accounts. ) 

" A PATENT CANCELLATION" 

By P. H. Thorp. 

"We are all more or less familiar with that interesting period in the de­
velopment of our postal administration when fostered by the Bank Note Com­
panies, the country was in a furor to invent canceling devices to prevent the 
r e-use of postage stamps. Chemical papers , trick cancellations and double 
papers have come in for their share of study but that the re is still much room 
for study is testified to by the following facts. 

A brief article entitled "An Interesting Envelope" by Walter S. Scott caught 
this writer's eye when reading the October issue of the Coll ectors Club Philatelist. 
It remained in my memory for the story didn't make sense- there was most 
evidently something lacking. A few hours later when examining a collection I 
saw an envelope with a round hole in the upper right corner. I was prompted to 
find out more. 

Mr. Luff very promptly supplied the missing link by producing an article 
he had written some 15 years ago, published in The American Journal of 
Philately. The way the two articles , Mr. Luff's and Mr. Scott's, dove-tail to­
gether is extremely interesting and I believe will prove so to our r eaders, some 
of whom may have puzzled over the device noted. Because it more clearly 
explains the incident, we publish first Mr. Luff's article of 15 years ago: 
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'AN INTERESTING STUDY'-By John N. Luff. 

For some years I have had in my collection of United States stamps a 
three cents of the issue of 18 61 , which has attached to the back of the 
stamp two vertical strips of yellow paper crossed by two horizontal strips. 
The strips are about two millimeters wide and are placed about eight milli­
meters apart each way. The ends of the strips taper almost to points . On 
looking carefully it is seen that this arrangement is not composed of sepa­
rate strips, but that the whole has been cut with a die from one piece of 
pa per. I have frequently been asked what was the purpose of this device, 
but could only give the unsatisfactory explanation which I received when I 
bought it, i.e., that it was some sort of a pa tented arrangement intended to 
k eep the stamps from sticking together- which it obviously could not and 
did not do. I have seen the same thing in one or two other collections of 
United Sta tes stamps, but the owners w ere no better inform ed than I as to 
its m eaning. 

A few days ago Mr. H. E. Deats sent me four envelopes, saying he 
thought that they might interest m e, which they did, as I found in them the 
lon g-sought explanation of my oddity. As I think it may also be of some 
interest to others, I will describ e these envelopes. 

In the upper right corner of each envelope an opening , either oval or 
r ectangular, has been cut with a die. The paper has not been entirely re­
moved from within these openings , a small pa rt of the original material, 
arranged in some fanciful device, having been spared by th e die. This was 
attached at several places (usually four) to the sides of th e opening. The 
points of juncture wer e so small that the connections could be severed 
almost without effort. One of the designs left by the die was diamond 
shaped, touching the surrounding r ectangl e at the four points; another had 
in the center a sma ll oval, aro und which wer e four ornaments of triangular 
shape co nnecting it with the edges of the oval opening. 

The intention of all this was that, a letter being enclosed in the 
envelope, the stamp should be affixed in the opening over th e fanciful d e­
vice and a dhering to the letter behind it. By this means the letter and 
envelope were fastened together and the former could not be r emoved with­
out destroying the latter. Enclosed in one of the letter s was a circular ex­
pl a ining the purpose and merits of this d evice. It reads as follows: 

"STAMP SEALING AND POSTMARK PRESERVING ENVELOPE" 

"By the u se of the ordinary envelope we Jose the a dva ntage of preserving 
upon the letter itself the Post Mark a nd Postage Stamp, which a r e generally 
thrown as id e with th e unattach ed envelope, a nd it is also diffi cult to identify 
the letter and envelope as belong ing together, after they have once been 
separated . 

W e h ave prepared a n env elope with one or more openings , through 
whi ch by the use of the postage stamp, th e le tter and envelope are sealed 
fast together, and when the letter is removed from the envelope, the postage 
stamp and post mark placed thereon r emain adhering to the letter . 

W e claim that the following advantages must arise from the general 
use of this or a similar system of envelope , provided the Post Office Depart­
m ent sanctions it, so far as to print a clear and distinct post mark on such 
Postage Stamp, or if preferred , direc tly on the Jetter , through an addi­
tional opening, made especially for that purpose. 

First.- Sealing the letter independ ent of the envelope by the stamp, 
thus making the operation of stamping the most perfect security for the 
sealing; and the stamps h aving to be put on th e front of the Jetter before it 
can be sent, this sealing is not liable to be neglected. 

Second.- Sealing the letter and envelope fast together, and thus in­
creasing the difficulty of substituting envelopes, or of removing the enclo­
sure, either by violence or from neglect of sealing , or from bursting, in con­
sequence of ba d gumming. 

Third.- Securing to the Government the destruction of the stamp in 
opening the letter, or its general preservation thereon . 

Fourth.- Definin g the location of the stamp on the letter, and this in 
the most convenient posit ion for th e post office mark . 

Fifth.- Securing on the Jetter itself the legal evidence of the time and 
place of mailing, and g iving information as to the Post Office and State 
from which the Jetter is sent. 

Sixth.- Preserving an evid en ce of the action of the Post Office in re­
gard to the punctual mailing of letters. 
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Seventh.-Supplying by the public stamp any private deficiency in the 
neglect of dating the letter. 

An envelope affording all these advantages can be furnish ed at a very 
little , if any additional cost, and it is quite probable tha t if one were adopted 
which depended exclusively on the stamp for sealing, it might be produced 
much cheaper than if made in the ordinary way. 

L eeds & Vaux 
110 Broadway, New York" 

Extrac t from the Commercial Bulletin, of Boston, November 30th, 18 61: 

'"At a recent m eeting of the Newcas tle (Eng.) Chamber of Commerce 
a communication was r ead from Glasgow, calling attention of th e incon­
venience arising from the use of envelopes in co mm ercia l communications, 
from the difficulty of proving dates of postal and d t3 livery of le tte rs , and 
urging the desirability that the post marks should always appear on the 
letters th emselves. The Chamber expresses the opinion, that in business 
le tters it would be much better to avoid the use of envelopes." ' 

Of the four envelopes sent m e by Mr. Deats all but one had been opened. 
The act of opening them left the stamp and the die-cut d evice attached to the 
letter. The cancellations appear partly on th e stamp and partly on the 
le tter. In one instance a second opening has been provided to permit the 
dated postmark to be stamped on the le tter , instead of on the envelope. 
Most of the cancell a tions appear to be of a private nature and not those 
employed by the government. One of them, as well as the copy in my 
possession, a ppears to be regularly postmarked, from which it may be 
inferred that at least a few of the envelopes were passed through the 
post. Three of the envelopes hav e a row of perforations across one end , 
apparently intend ed to facilitate opening them. 

And now we will r eprint Mr. Scott's artic le as it appeared in the 
October 1929 issu e: 

(I h ave a lready recorded this , so I omit it in this quotation. E.T. G. ) 

It is quite ev id ent that Mr. Scott's let t er was prior to the a dvertisement 
noted by Mr. Luff. W e see Vaux and L eeds a ttempting to secure from the 
inventor (still an unknown equation) a patent m eans of canceling letter.s so 
t hat th e date would appear on the letter a nd not t h e envelope. Apparently t h e 
inventor had not thought of the possibilities of leavin g parts of the envelope 
over the hole. This latter idea was quite apparen tly the improvements Vaux 
referred to in his letter to Leeds. (Co rrection : It was L eeds' letter to Vaux, as 
prev iously quoted , a nd not Vaux's letter to Leeds. ETG) 

The question a rises how far did this idea progress befor e it was a ba ndoned? 
Also how extensive was the use of th ese patent envelopes?" 

In the interest of accuracy and with all due respect to l\'Ir. Thorp, I should here 
note that Luff's account appeared in 1902, not about 1915, as the Thorp article 
would seem to imply. P er contra , the original 'l'horp article, published in Scott's 
Monthly Journal, correctly refers to Luff's story as "An Interesting Essay." 
When this article was reprinted in the Collector s Club Philatelist, the Luff 
account was styled ''An Interesting Study.'' The former designation, however, 
is the true one, as is shown by reference to the March 1902 issue of the American 
J ournal of Philately. 

H ere let me venture a suggestion, which is purely a suggestion , and not a 
positive statement. I noted at the beginning of this article that the type of 
envelope about which I was to write, was, in my opinion, the forerunner of the 
"outlook" or "window" envelope of today. Luff's article appeared in March 
1902, in a stamp journal which naturally had a very limited circulation. Its 
subscribers were mostly persons interested in philately. The "meat" of his 
article; however, was the Deats covers, which had evidently been acquired by 
Deats some time previously. If Deats had been able to secure four of these 
curiositi es, others must also have seen some, and Callahan may have been one of 
them. Callahan 's claim was filed December 9, 1901, alth ough the patent was not 
granted till June 10, 1902, three months after the appearance of the Luff article. 
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Consequently, I believe that Callahan ran across one or more of the Leeds & 
Vaux, or Leeds & Franklin patent envelopes, and conceived his idea for the "out­
look '' envelope from th em. 'l'he original idea was not a labor saver, inasmuch as 
the envelope had to be addressed, but the Callahan scheme offered that advantage. 
I fi rmly believe that the first patent was the inspiration for the second. 

Now, who \rere Leeds & Vaux ? 'l'hrough the cooperation of Mr. Paul North 
Rice, C'h ief of the Refer ence Department of the ~- Y. Public Library, I learned 
tbe followin°· · "Tbe New York C'itY Directories for 1861-2 and 1862-3 have 
Leech; & Va~1~, steam heaters, llO Broadway, Leeds, Lewis W., heaters, llO 
Broachrny, Vaux, CaiYPrt, architect , llO Broadway." 

As the Turnbull coYer sho"·:-;, Leeds & Vaux were apparently associated in 
tl1is PnYelope wnture as late as Jan nary 24, 1862. l\Ioreover, shortly before that 
date. on Decern ber 31, 1861 (not necessarily for the first time), they mailed their 
printed circul ar, achertising these patent envelopes, to Smith & Franklin, 258 
Broaclwa~' , ); _ Y. 'l'hir; circular is signed "Leeds & Vaux" and is the one (Lot 
2467 ) previously r eferred to. ('l'h e firm of Smith & Franklin, by the way, are 

ht <A-'1 1~ 
"'~ M,,,r ' J. ( 

F ig·. 10. P h oto . o t' l.ot 24H7 . 
(Note t h :tt t h is '· tr ial " co , ·e 1· h ns t h e , ·ertic;\I r o"· of t• e r fo ratio n s a t the r ig;h t s ide.) 

not l isted in th e cit~' directory of that time, as Mr. Rice reports.) It is true that 
only a vermill ion label was stuck in tbe hole of this envelope, where the postmark 
or stamp was supposed to be placed, and that this label bore an embossed seal 
reading "Leeds & Vaux. " (I bought this cover in the Knapp auction.) It 
neverth eless bears the F lush ing, N. Y. cancellation and proves that at that t ime 
Leeds & Vaux were trying to market "their" improved envelopes. This was 
purely a "trial " coyer, and in spite of the fact that a label was used instead of a 
stamp, it apparently got by. 

\Vhat, however, did Leeds & Vaux, "steam heaters," know about envelopes? 
'l'hey clearly were not envelope manufacturers. My conclusion is that they were 
like many other men of our present generation, who love to take ''flyers'' with 
the hope that th ey can make a little money "on the side." ('l'his supposition was 
later confirmed by Leeds ' nephew, as I shall show.) Apparent ly, however, 
things dicln 't turn out as they had hoped. W hether it was due to the fact that the 
Civil War vvas on (referred to in Leed's letter to Vaux), or because the govern­
ment refused to recognize this type of envelope, the scheme just didn't register at 
that time. · 
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Leeds, however, was eYidently one of the original "go-getters." On Feb­
ruary 11, 1862, he was in Washington (his brother Barclay addressed him there 
on that date ), and in my opinion, he 'was trying to "pull wires" to get this patent 
approved by the Post Office Department. 

The Leeds family, by the way, were Quakers, and the following letter from 
Barclay R. Leeds, above referred to, written from Philadelphia to his brother in 
Washington, clearly shows it. I reproduce it herewith: 

Dear Brother 

"Morrisson office 11 ~ A. M. 
2nd .mo . 11 - 1862 

Have had co nside rabl e conversation with Mr. Morrisson and h e had finally 
consented to th e following agreement which is indorsed on the back of the 
original:-'In consequence of the deranged state of th e money market, and 
business generally, and the consequent want of that success under this agree­
ment which was anticipated by Mr. Leeds , I do at his solicitation hereby agree 
that the times of pay m ent expressed in this agreement viz: the first days of 
January, February, March and May shall be extended r espectively two months, 
so that March, April, May and July shall be the months in which the said pay­
ments or either of them shall be made.' I have concluded to remain here till 
thee returns so as to see what thee does. Had a letter from M. (Morison) today, 
he's been sick , is getting better . 

Desperate haste 
Thy Aff. Bro. 

Barclay R . Leeds" 

This letter , let me point out, was mailed to Lewis W. Leeds, \Vashington, 
D. C. (no street address). Consequentl,v it must have been care of "general 
delivery," as Lewis IJeeds was only temporarily in the Capitol. The letter is 
headed with the Quaker wording ''2nd mo. (Feb. ) 11-1862, and the peculiar 
"thee" is used instead of "you." Incidentally, this is the letter which estab­
lishes the fact that Leeds had made a "purchase agreement" with Morison some 
time previously, but undoubtedly after October 26th, 1861 (the date of the Scott 
letter). It also states why the original agreement was modified, and the dates 
of payment extended. How large these payments were will not be determined 
until we find the original contract. 

(Note: This is a small .matter, but the name "Morrisson," as mention ed in 
the letter, should have been spelled "l\1orison" (one "r" and one "s"), as 
shown in the application for the patent signed by the inventor. ) 

I assume that Leeds concurred in this modification of his agreement with 
Morison, and still had hopes that either he, or he and Vaux, could make good. 
Apparently, however, they couldn't. 'fhen, so far as I have been able to make 
out, comes in the "Fairy Godmother" in the person of Joseph F. Franklin. Mr. 
Franklin is listed in the N. Y. City Directory of that time as a "broker." His 
business address was 112 Broadway (next door to Leeds !) Rnd in 1861 his resi­
dence was Flushing, Long Island. It is interesting to note, as Mr. Rice informs 
me, that ''there was a William M. Franklin, stationer, 180 Broadway, who seems 
to have been the only Franklin (in New York ) in the stationery business then." 

Joseph F. Franklin, undoubtedly, put in the necessary money to keep the 
"Morison - Leeds" agreement alive, and Vaux passed out of the picture. Frank­
lin himself, howeYer, unquestionably had had nothing to do with the improve­
ments to th e original patent, which were initiated by Leeds & Vaux in the early 
fall of 1861. He was a broker and not a "hard headed" business man. At any 
rate, he teamed up with Leeds mid the new combination attempted to carry on. 
They subsequently engaged an envelope manufacturer , William P. Lyon, and had 
him get out a more elaborate circular than the one printed by their predecessors. 

'l'bis "Leeds & Franklin " circular, signed by Lyon, covers two pages, while 
Leeds & Vaux used only one. :F'urthermore, it illnstrates an "improved" envel­
ope, lists ten rather than seven advantages, and adds references to prominent 
people and large institutions endorsing this envelope innovation. In my opinion, 
the idea of offering r eferences may have been Franklin's suggestion. Brokers are 
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usually good salesmen and know the value of advertising, so it may be that ·Leeds' 
new partner put ''pep'' as well as money into the enterprise. 

To make the r ecord as complete as possible, I reproduce a photostat of what 
I call the "Lyon" circular, although much of it is repetition. (See pages 92-93.) 

Undoubtedly many of these circulars were sent to different parts of the 
country. 'fhe one illustrated came out of an envelope mailed to the Platte Valley 
Bank, Nebraska City, Nebraska (Lot 2471) and the stamp used was a le 1861 (no 
year date). The flap of the envelope is at present sealed (I have the cover in my 
collection) , but I believe it was unsealed when mailed. Even though the contents 
consisted of a printed circular, a 3c stamp would have been required if the en­
velope had been sent " first class." 

24'11 

F ig. 11. L o t :.!'47 1. rrh e Co.,:•er \ \Thic h Co ntain ed tl1 e C ir t·nh1 r 
Jllustrn tetl on P n ges 9 2'-9 :-J. 

'fhere are some interesting things about this circular. In the first place, it 
was put out , not by th e ''licensees,'' but by an envelope manufacturer, William 
P. Lyon, whose address was 537 Pearl Street, N. Y. Clearly, he must have been 
employed by Leeds & Franklin to make the envelopes and endeavor to interest 
the trade. Secondly, the design of the die-cut opening, as shown in the illus­
trated cover, is identical with that on the 'furnbull cover, which was postmarked 
January 24, 1862. The stamp on the cover shown in the circular is clearly a 
crude facsimile of the genuine 3c 1861, and the Washington postmark was evi­
dently pi·intecl, so as to show how the scheme worked. Thus the "improvements" 
made by Leeds & Vaux were continued by Leeds & Franklin. That the idea of 
this patent envelope had appeal is proved by the r eferences noted in the circular. 
Even if Washington had refused to approve it, numerous prominent businessmen 
were ready to endorse it, and the first on the list is New York's Mayor, George 
Opdyke. 

The circular above noted bears no year date, nor does the cover, so in order 
to establish the year of issuance I had to find out when George Opdyke came into 
office. Again Mr. Rice helped me. H e wrote that George Opdyke was Mayor of 
New York from January 1, 1862-4, which proves conclusively that the "Lyon" 
circular was put out in 1862. (Franklin, as I shall show, transferred his interest 
in the patent November 8, 1862. ) 

So Lyon, the actual manufacturer of these envelopes, became the ''selling 
agent,'' and Leeds and Franklin simply stayed in the background and waited for 
their royalties, ''if any.'' I might add. in passing, that Mr. Rice states that 
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, Lf:odll lk l'ranklin'• l'awnt 

STAlP-SEALI NG AND POST-MARK-·PR.ESERVlNG 

EN~Hntl:&Eif 
r -

~ 

, / .(0 / h 11,1;:;/ 
/ / .J 

"' A N 11 F A C T II R E 9 f' 0 R T R E T R .l D I!!, A If D 8 0 L • R 1' 

WILLIAll •· LTGR. 
'ENVELOPE M4NUFACTURER, 

No. 537 PEARL-STREET, near Broadway, 

~wt¥6&.r. 

1'ht· 1,f1·senuir.u 011 i'lu· \..t lt'f' it•i·tf of tlu• l'o)IT .\fAM~ and JloerAc) v. .... .t» hPra.lh· d~trnv~ wit.II th~ 
dt>tathf'd t'O\*Vr- htl .. lou:! n, ... n 1l1 ·1•1w-.t • mat tee- of th" 6Nt im1>nrft11H''C'. This d UI r.tu~ i no~ triumph•rnt · 
I~· 14><•uri•d In l. t;i:lf!' & FR.!.,lt.U' '. .. inJlt•ninui-- inn•nti<>u. 

Thi• PnK$'r f;<1 ,,..,,.,, h•• • .Umpl<' windou• op•nlnjr At tit• rtirh• hand cornor, lhrou(l:h whieb. hy "'"'' o( th• 
111><1•ge mmp. lh• le111•r urn! •1m·l•>p• are l'<'al...J l'vl ·1~1htr; '"'that when i bt l•lll'r i rem<1red from iu 
wvcr, lbc potl•it•' •l•111p, •nrl with the 1mrt mark plat-O<I tbtrton. mu t remain perman•ntly adherin!' to th• 
loner. 

Many obvioll• 1u1'·ant&gf!I' nutl<t ari.,. fron1 ti.. fl"'lltt~I """ or thlo l'flYl>!opfo. 

J'i~I , .... .., :::.,,,.,. t.y aiMiliooal -'Ing : tti.- • I.amp ~oenoetlng tho en-·•lope aod letttr ~urrl.1· w. 
~ftf j .;,( thi9 I& IM'\'r r llalJJ.• W .... ofnitW<l. thoop.lhr offdtU. t>f th~ lap ifo. ltt:q11rntlJ n~('(! M llllf>"I' 
f..,CI~ iolle. ' • 

F ig·. 12. 'l1h c " Lyon" C ireuhu·-Fnce. 

according to the directories of 1862 and 1863, the home address of Lewis W . 
Leeds was Long faland. After that, his name does not appear. (H e died in 
London in 1896, as will appear farther on. ) 

By this time, in my study, I had learned i:lO much about l\'Iorison, Leeds & 
.Vaux. and Leeds & Franklin, that I was "all at sea." So, I decided it was time 
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Boooiul.-Sact:IUTY •••••n IU'umun 1.-rahoo• ; th•· lelt.r &Ad ee•e6ol>" ~ln11 ftrmly attacbrd b_1· th" -p. lhe ln~I0.11N eaallcK be lnapeel<'d evrn If t.~e lap bf. donde<lllnf'ly ~· 

n.u.J.4...-n ..e.uwn A..n...ct.n er \' .uiut.a be....-.. If Ille llfl k lrft u-u.d, or ..,.....i .. tti. 
,.._..,.. lalelll, II ..-Ill 11111 b• lmpoulble lo op•n th• It-tin end tab then~ b""k noteo anrl dran• without ..., 
malllallnr Ibo rn .. lope .. to lnaUN do&eotiua. 

l'o..,.,..-SllCUuTY l'Oll tll• ra.rAY&IST or TH& Pnat&el f &A the 1'81Dp, w~rn on<"r pn.•Jwrl~· plM'1-d i n th i• 
wle.,w, cannol be Nmoved wlU.°"'t Ito d ... tru ctlon. 

FVll-- .\O\'ASTAOI THr.a1rou TO TH·r. Oon:ac1n11!fT ; by thf' .. tr1 ·ctual df' ,.:trut•tlon of 1•v1·r.' · J11tan1p ln io ftr•t .... 
&:.tA.-t'&cl&ln ro raa Pasr Orric1 Orr.1u.tto"• ; by a uniform locatl011 t>f thr .-tamp In the uppt·r ' rl,ht 

..... -9er, whle .. lo the _. <IOllnnl•nt pooltloo for tbr Pool Oace mori<. 

&onlo\.-V..,1<•no1 '" 1111 M.uuso ; by """urlnir on the lrtlor itMlf tb1· kga/ rvid<-""" of tho 110,.. anJ 
pi.... or n IHolt'fJ -1h·d. Tio!. hM leol( btto .. t...,med "° dfflrablc. that m""y prudent l>"roon• .,.. con•tralned 
&o lllopenw wldl the uoe of .. .....,.,.., that Ibey ma.1· ham Ill•• po.I mart on the lrlltr ; and uthna lako ti ··· pl't' ­
caallon to pin llw ..,, .• 1.,, ... •• on th1• l<.U.•r for id•ntllutlon. 

~.--Cat&ISTY nr tMI Una .a!fD Pucr. us TW& I.mu. which are"° frequ'"ntly umltt .. d Uy writt'r.t. ht .. ...i.-.--~ · 
N;..uo ,---C)u.ussr .\llo• l wb irh . thouirh aorue 1De_1· think of •mall lmporlanco, ""rtalnly meri~ th• approul 

or .n pe..-• or u.i.·. 

7P•.--Oon. 'Sut•·hb.taadlng the mu~· and unrh·allf'd advanta,rt•111 of our " S r.uu•·Su .l.lsQ Esnu .. on .. ," 
lhey will be rv.labed el a vuy . ...U Wfl•aoo IOP"'I the P"- ol IA-. ao& l•AYiar tbo i....11 ul U.I• pot.nl. 

Al lodicallYc of th• r•tlmale placed DpoD tbla lmproYemeat liy th- perbap• be11 capabl. or judtrilllJ uf it• 
lo•purtaDl't' , Wt' t- Uhjuio a fpw out of a k>or llAt of lf'adlD~ IJUbllt• mt•11 , h•nkt'f'M, Ac. who hav~ unitt·•I in r 1•rnm­

m1•.U91 h.M inlr1.Juctiun lueil g~nf'fal, u.w. 
Hoo . Ot!IO. Ot.d~· kc, May- . S.Y .; Hca. B. f . IUlik.-IT't', ?\ . \' . ; Hua . J•. tt.,..,.r, l•k ~f'.W, N.Y.; lia1a . KonceOn.'C!IJ , N . \' 

Boa . U.nryJ . la~·won•J , N .Y; u .... D . ~,P-.llonkl'leotlaf-. N . Y .; A. I' . llalao1, ""' · Banko# Sew-Yori< ; 1 . &ld · 
win, r-. New-Tori<.:..-,.. (' ... K.\fo,; ~· '('"°' ...... ~.-._......,.., lllMik. K.Y.: L". Ho••. l'noo. t>.tk Bonk , 1' .Y .; 
Geo. llhit, Ca.ti• &..k of CoarD••~th , 'N .T.: a.... J . Jil..rt.ie, .... 11.ome 1-anOL'I Ce. : Muuo .t Co. S.:kootUk Anacrk·•n ; J 
llollllaH-. N.\". : D. APl*:c. .. acu. S .Y.: Ai.- " "akeman, l'ool W-.. N .Y .: Joo. O. Polf.,,y . ..._, llM<er, lluoiun ; ( ' . J . R 
n<••po, r..,; 11..ter. Bohh•on• : n...L llmltb, Pna. llollk ~! Svrlll A-n.., l'blla.: U.U. jl . Trou"""''• C..t. .. r ot w ..... ,. lion~ . 
l'lllla.: J . B ~,..l (u,i'lalla. ; -Oldf!..,,Cooblor~llouk . - : e. II. w ...... r, c-lalor-utc--,. ... lluoioa ; 
c . T • ..W... ~ )l~K'haol'• ttuak, P'rvwldimoe : Prut. 8 .atllmu, N" w Ka<rm, ( i .: 8111 ...... it . I.Jul&. .\merimn JCM1mal 8li••!k.., ; 
r. 1:. _...., ....._ a. <111 llonk : o1ioo ...., ._ 1a oil por1o o( ~ '""'""' .. 

TIM- t:ove...,.... ohould be for U by aJI Slalioo~MI. 

Thooe who deoiN &o - ucl leM lb!. IDvenliooi, 1119y-enr1- to my eddre.. uu• or IDOi'\' poolag• olamJH'. 
and will receln at oeee by -11 eq11IT&loat TAID• IR .. mplea, with prl.,.,.. 

WM. P. LYON, 

Bo. ll'J PMrl-SU..t, near Bro&dway, ·-·York . 

... acJ.IAJ:. MOT.XClll. 

Tho undo•r•l!ln••J i• .,.1. 1a,...iy Ollpoc.ci la th• lllOllUfactur~ or t: ... vt:LUl'E:-1 .... ..... , . ..... •HLK, Ql> AI .· 

in .,;\ 11 ll~:il' KU-1'1• • ~ . ttdai\'11 Ii <' o•era to tbe trad<' at lv•te.-t poAtilblf' pric.•t-". 

!"nn.a t' rax101111>. Ordeno tbaakfldly reeal•ed and promptly cxocultoJ. 

l will ho h11p1•.' · to i"('t• my r u11tom t>,.,a, and lhr tradf. ,-. ·n t>rall~" •t 111 v IH' W •nJ c.·cntral place of l>t11'1nft11.- . 

WV . I' I.VOS . 

F i ;.:;. 12A. H c , ·e1·se of " Lyon " C i rculn r. 

to seek professional adv ice_ I took the pro~lern to my friend . ..t~rthur A. Arm­
ington , prominent patent attorney o~ Prm'.1dence, and asked hun to trac~ th_e 
"travel" of the ]\,'[orison patent, startmg \nth June 19, 1860. H e at once msti­
tuted a sear ch at the Patent Office in \Vashing'ton, and in a short time reported to 
me a. follmrn: 
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Dear Tudor: 

"Re: Patent 28,767 to Benjamin Morison 
Improved Envelopes. 

The examination of the assignment r ecords in Washington has been com­
pleted and I have a report as follows: 

T'he Morison patent was first assigned to L ewis W. Leeds and J. F. Franklin 
on May 7, 1862 and the assignment recorded in the Patent Office on May 17, 
1862. This instrument conveyed the entire right, title and interest in the 
patent to the assignees named above. 

On November 8, 1862, J. F. Franklin assigned his interest in th e Morison 
patent to Barclay R . Leeds, and this instrument was recorded in the Patent Office 
on December 17 , 1862. 

Examination of the Patent Office records for several years subsequent to 
1862 failed to disclose any further assignments affecting the rights in the 
Morison patent and no license agreements were located. 

Yours very truly, 

A. A. Armington" 

In discussing this report afterwards with Mr. Armington, he called my at­
tention to the fact that the transfer of the Morison patent, on May 7, 1862, was to 
Lewis W. Leeds and J . F. Franklin (individuals ), and not to Leeds & Franklin, 
a firm. He considers they took title as half owners. Consequently, when Frank­
lin, on November 8, 1862, assigned his interest to Barclay R. Leeds, brother of 
Lewis W. Leeds, the brothers Leeds, as individuals, became the sole owners of the 
rights to the l\forison patent, on a 50-50 basis. 

Before this assignment, however, Leeds and his new associate, Franklin , 
styled themselves as a firm, and adopted a seal, in the form of a po:stmark. This 
bore their names, as Lots 2469 and 2470 in the auction catalogue prove. They 
used Franklin's office, 112 Broadway, for their headquarters, and Leeds & Vaux, 
"steam heaters," continued their regular business at 110 Broadway. (The city 
directory for 1862 substantiates this. ) Mr. Rice, again at my r equest , made 
inquiries about Leeds & Franklin, and reported that ''the Genealogy and Local 
History Division of the N. Y. Public Library states that they do not find a firm 
of Leeds & Franklin listed in the N. Y. City Directory of that time." We may 
assume, therefore, that they were not rated as an ''honest to goodness'' firm, in 
the generally accepted meaning of the word. 

It may be of interest to note what Mr. H erbert F. Ricard, Librarian of the 
Long Island Collection of the Queens Borough Public Library, writes. He states 
that Joseph F. Franklin lived on Sanford Avenue, near Jamaica Avenue, in 
Flushing, and that Lewis W. Leeds also lived in Flushing. So Leeds and Frank­
lin were neighbors, not only at home but at their business offices as well. 

Mr. Armington further reminded me that, as a result of his search, the 
brothers L eeds were the last ones to have the right to manufacture this patent 
envelope. As I have heard of no use of these envelopes after the Civil War, I 
believe we may state that the idea died a natural death after about three years of 
use. Incidentally, my Lyndon, Vt. cover, previously illustrated is -postmarked 
"Sept. 6" (the enclosure reads "Sept. 6, 1864 ") and, to date, no later use has 
been reported. 

There was still, however, a question that bothered me. Leeds and Franklin, 
or Leeds & Vaux earlier, according to the printed circulars, have been given 
credit for originating this idea, since Morison's name does not appear in either 
of the two types of circulars mentioned. I felt, however, that their idea was only 
a modification of one that had already been patented (by Morison). Although 
Morison had sold out his rights, and his successors bad improved on what he 
invented, the real credit for the invention, it seemed to me, belonged to him. 
Today we are using various kinds of electric bulbs in our homes and in our offices 
and factories. Many of these are far superior to the original ''electric light' ' as 
invented by Thomas A. Edison, yet none of us would take from Edison the credit 
for having discovered this great boon to society. 
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I realized that it might be argued, and possibly rightly, that the '' im­
proved" patent envelope "changed the picture, " and that Mr. Leeds and his 
partners were "originators" of a new philatelic curiosity. I felt , however, that 
Morison, like Edison, was the pioneer, and that therefore, in spite of later im­
provements, he was entitled to th e credit for producing one of the most interest­
ing philatelic sidelights that we have. Consequently, I considered that these 
''patent'' envelopes should be known as the ''Morison Patent Envelopes,'' no 
matter who might have afterwards acquired the patent rights. 

Here again I sensed that I was getting ''over my head'' and needed more 
professional advice. So I put the question to Mr. Armington and secured this 
valuable information . He told me that many men who make inventions seldom 
profit very much from them. They sell out to someone else after they have 
established their "claim" at the Patent Office, and let the "transferee" or 
"licensee" get what he can. Th e purchaser may continue to use the original 
idea , or, if he pleases, he may add improvements without taking out another 
patent. When an inventor sells his patent, he sells all his right, title and interest 
(unless reservations are stipulated) and th e purchaser is free to ignore the in­
ventor's name in the future exploitation of the patent. So th e licensees, like 
Leeds & Vaux, by agreement, and later Leeds and Franklin, by actual purchase, 
were within their rights when they put these envelopes on the market as ''theirs.'' 
Incidentally, Mr. Armington called my attention to the fact that we refer today 
to th e "Mazda" lamp. This was an improvement on the original Edison bulb, 
but Edison's name does not appear. 'rhis, he noted, is in much th e same cate­
gory as the envelope we are discussing. 

How, then, should we refer to these ''improved'' patent envelopes ? Should 
they be called the "lJeeds & Vaux" patents, or th e "J.Jeeds and Franklin" pat­
ents? The correspondence so far found proves conclusively that Leeds, and 
Leeds alone, was the man who " put over" th ese envelopes, and that Vaux, and 
later Franklin, simply backed him up, or, as I believe in Franklin's case, fur­
nished the necessary money. 

I th er efor e feel, in the light of the facts and of what Mr. Armington has 
told me, that these ''improved'' patent envelopes, as put out to th e trade, shonld 
be called th e "Leeds Patent Envelopes" and by no other name. Leeds, as I 
have shown, fostered the project after Morison put his patent on the market , and 
no letter s concerning it, so far as I know, have yet been found , either from Vaux 
or from Franklin. 

I now decided it was necessary to find out something about the family his­
tory of Lewis W . Leeds. His brother, Barclay R. L eeds, apparently lived in 
Philadelphia (the Quaker City), as the letter written from Morison's office 
would indicate. So I wrote a prominent member of the Quaker faith, 1\fr. L. 
Hollingsworth Wood, a New York attorney, and asked if he could help me. He 
later replied that his investigations had drawn a blank, but that "a friend of 
mine in Philadelphia" belonged to the Leeds family, and that he had sent him 
my letter for "further light. " It proved later on that this friend of Mr. Wood 
was on vacation in Florida, so I heard nothing for a week or more. 

One afternoon when I was not particularly busy, I decided to do a little 
''sleuthing'' on my own account. I found a copy of the latest Philadelphia 
Directory (edition of 1935 ), and turned to the listings under "Leeds." As 
this is not a common name, at least in New England, I felt there· would not be 
many registered in the Philadelphia directory. 'ro my surprise, I discovered 
thirty-six persons listed by that name, and realized that I had "sought a needle 
in a haystack.'' How could I pick out one with whom to correspond, and hope 
that I might strike a relative of Lewis W . Leeds of New York ? A careful study 
of these listings showed that quite a number, from their occupations and resi­
dences, were apparently not prominent in the life of Philadelphia. Furthermore, 
I found several whose home addresses were noted as '' G tn'' (Germantown) . As 
I had always beard that Germantown had a large Quaker population, I began 
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to check off those r ecorded as living in that suburb. 'l'his reduced the list of 
prospects to about a half dozen. One of the first was '' Hada~sah '' Leeds, a very 
unusual name, which had a decidedly biblical background and might quite 
possibly have been used by the Quakers. Going farther down th e list of Ger­
mantown residents, I came to the name of "Morris E. Leeds (wife Hadassah ), 
4901 Stenton Avenue." Incidentally, Mr. Morris E. Leeds was listed as presi­
dent and treasurer of the well-known firm of Leeds & Northrup, manufacturers 
of scientific instruments. I therefore took a ''flyer'' and wrote l\Ir. l1eeds, 
asking if be was a relative of L ewis W. Leeds, and if so, could he furnish me 
with a photograph of his forebear , or any information that would help in the 
preparation of my article . 

Two days later I received from l\'Ir. Wood in New York the following very 
interesting letter : 

"My dear Mr . Gross : 

Morris E . Leeds , 4901 Stenton Ave., Philade lphia , Pa., is the 'friend of 
mine in Philadelphia ' that I mentioned in my letter to you of Jany. 14th. With 
regard to Lewis W. Leeds , about whom you inquire, h e says: 

'Lewis W. Leeds (his correct name) in whom E. Tudor Gross is inter­
ested, was my uncl e. H e was born about 1830-Cei·tainly, not more than 
a year a ft er that, and possibly two or three years before- and di ed in 
London in 1896 . H e ha d quite an inventive turn of mind, which h e applied 
in many directions- chiefly to heating and ventilating; but I remember 
very well the enve lope in question , and in fact, if I took the trouble, co uld 
probably find some of them among my father 's papers. 

'If Mr. Gros has a ny real r eason for wanting more information than 
this and is willing to wait for it until after we get back from Florida, I 
shall be glad to hunt through father's old m ateria l and see what I can find 
about the envelope.' 

Ver y truly , 

L . Hollingsworth Wood" 

So my shot in the dark rang up a bullseye. From l\Ir. Wood's letter I 
realized that at last I had acquired, with probably more to follow, some r ea l his­
tory about a man who, at least in the stamp world, was little known. At once I 
wrote another letter to l\Ir. Morris E. Leeds, explaining· at length what I was 
doing, and why I wanted a photograph and all available data about his uncle. 
I added that I assumed he was the son of Barclay R. Leeds. If this proved to be 
the fact. his father's papers might contain a copy of the original "l\fori son­
L eeds '' agreement. 

I now recalled that the auction catalogue stated: "l\Ir. Knapp was fortunate 
in acquiring a number of covers, some from the corr espondence of the Leeds 
family, including essays and experimental uses. '' This would imply that ''the 
correspondence of the J1eeds family" came from the heirs of L ewis W. Leeds. 
since l\fr. l\forris E. Leeds apparently still has his father's ''old material. '' So I 
held up the final draft of my article, pending ~Ir. Leeds' return from the South. 

'l'hat the delay was warranted is proved by \Yliat followed. Although I 
wrote a long letter to l\fr. Morris Leeds on F ebruary .fth , no ans,Yer had been 
received by l\Iarch 6, and I fea r ed that l\Ir. Leeds \\'a s still in the South. I took 
a chance, hmYever, and put in a long distance call to Philadelphia. 'l'o my 
delight. I found that Ir. Leeds had returned and after I had explained that I 
was anxious to get from him all he could tell me about his uncle, and his venture 
in the ''patent envelope'' business, he offered to sear ch through his father's 
(Barclay R. Leeds) papers OYer the week-encl and r eport. 

And what a r eport I received on the follovving Tuesday! He not only wrote 
a two page letter, full of most interesting family history, but sent along a photo 
of his uncle; a copy of the agreement between Barclay and l;ewis Leeds with 
William P. Lyon, the envelope manufacturer , dated as of November 1, 1862; and 
fifteen items (some with enclosures) of the patent envelopes, nine of which bore 
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stamps. 1\Iore than that, he enclosed a copy of the Scientific American of July 
12, 1862, ''hich contained the identical illustration used in the "Lyon" circular, 
and th e following illuminating account! I quote: 

POSTMARK-PRESERVING ENVELOPE 

It is frequ ently importa nt in settling questions in law to determin e the date 
on whi ch a le tte r or docum ent was deposited in the mails, a nd before the intro­
du ction of envelopes th e date was always preserved by the postmark bein g 
stamped up.on th e le tter. But since the c ustom of using enve lopes has become 
so unive rsal the pos tmark is thrown away with the envelop e , unless, indeed, 
pains be taken to preserve the enve lope with the letter, and even in this case 
th ere ca n be no absolute certainty tha t the envelope is the same that cam e around 
the letter or docum ent. 

Som e time since L. W . L eeds , of this city, co nceived the idea of cutting a 
hol e in the enve lope to show a portion of the surface of the letter inside, upon 
which th e postmark might b e stamped thro ugh the hol e . On ap plying for a 
patent through th e Scientific Amer ican Patent Agen cy, it was found that the 
ve r y same plan had a lready been patented by Benjamin Morrison , of Philadelphia, 
a nd Messrs. Leeds & Franklin the n purchased Morrison 's patent , which is h e re 
illustrated . 

The engravin g r epresents a n enve lope prepared in accorda nce with this pl a n. 
The hol e is cut by a stamp, a nd may be of any form which fancy may suggest. 
That prefe rred by t h e inventor is an oval, crossed by bars at right angles in the 
form of a cross. The postage stamp is pasted upon th e cr oss, adherin g to both 
the le tter and th e envelope , and th en th e postmark is stamped ove r a ll , partly 
upon th e envelop e and partly on the letter. 

By this a rrange m ent, besides th e preservation of the record of the date 
a nd pl ace of mailing, th e letter and enve lope are fastened together, preventing 
th e letter from being open ed or abstracted, or a false envelope from being s ub­
stituted for the genuine. Th e d eface m ent of th e stamp is also r end e r ed certain 
by th e opening of the le tter. 

The patent for this invention was g ranted June 19, 1860 , a nd further in­
formati on in r ela tion to it may be obtained by a ddressing Leeds & Franklin, at 
112 Broadway, Ne w York City. 

This article brings out th e very interesting fact that Lewis \V. Leeds, inde­
pendently of Benjamin 1\1orison , had conceived th e sam e idea of th e "hole in the 
envelope" innov11tion. \Vh en he applied for a patent through th e Scientific 
American P11tent Agency, it was found that 1\Iorison, in .Tune 1860, had "beat 
him to it.'' No mention is made of Vaux, who. by this time. was ''out,'' and 
Leeds and Franklin are r ecorded as the purchasers of 1\Iorison '. patent. 
Furthermore, th e 11rticle proves that this patent was announced to the scientific 
world , not th e phi latelic world , in July 1862, forty years before Imff wrote his 
interesting story. As most stamp t>nthusi11sts are not subscribers to technical 
magazines, it is small wonder that Trnff was unaware of this early account. 

Thi s article also substantiates my assumption that the L eeds & Franklin 
circular ''"as put out in 1862, although r had had to discover this by th e "decluc­
tiYe method " (extraordinary, my clear '\V atson ! ) . 

'l'h e COVi' of the agreement with Lyon is incomplete, as the la st page, at least, 
is missing, but I feel it should be r ecorded in this history. It is as follows: 

THIS AGREEMENT mad e a nd entered into on the first day of Novemb er in 
the year of our Lord on e thousand e ight-hundred and sixty two (1862) by and 
be tween Wm. P. L yon, Envelope manufacture r of the city a nd state of Ne w York, 
a nd L ewi s W. L eeds a nd Barclay R. L eeds, both of New York above m entioned­
witnesseth. 

FIRST. That Lewis W. Leeds a nd Barclay R. L eeds a r e owner s of a va lu­
a bl e invention known as the "Stamp-sealing and Postm a rk-preserving-envelope", 
partia lly patented by on e Benjamin Morri so n of Philad e lphi a, Pa. and since im­
proved by th e aforesaid L ewis W. L eeds. 

SECOND. Sa id L ewis W. & Barclay R. Leeds b eing d esirous of in troduc in g 
and bring in g into gen er a l use their "Stamp Sealing and Post m a rk preserving 
envelope" above m entioned, it is h er e by agr eed by and betw een the pat·ty of the 
1s t part a nd the JHH'ties of the 2nd pa rt that th e said Willia.m P . Lyon , party of 
the firs t shall have the exclus ive ri ght to manufacture and sell th e above m e n-
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tioned patent envelopes, during the continuance of the patent, for and in con­
sideration of the payment of six cents per thousand for each and every thousand 
manufactured as follows two ( 2) cents per M. to the said Lewis W. Leeds and 
four cents per thousand to the said Barclay R. Leeds . 

. --, ' · THIRD. Said Wm. P. Lyon hereby agrees to use all reasonable exertion to 
bring the aforesaid patent envelope into general use , to spend at least two ( 2) 
cents per M. on the amount sold in sending out circulars and advertising in such 
other ways as he deems most advantageous. 

FOURTH. Tis further agreed that th e said Wm. P. Lyon shall furnish at 
his own expense all additional machinery and be at all and every expense what­
soever for the furth erance and continuance of the business, and that h e shall 
charge all of said expense, with the additional sum of two (2) cents per thousand 
for his own profit to these patent envelopes, over and above the r egular price of 
such envelopes without the application of the patent, making it a per M. charge 
in such manner as he, the said Wm. P. Lyon may think most advisable for the 
best interest of the business. 

FIFTH. Provided the said W. P. Lyon shall desire to make an arrange­
ment with other manufacturers or any other parties by which he is to apply 
the Patent to their envelope stock or paper the same price of six ( 6) cents per 
thousand is to be paid to the said L. W. and B. R . Leeds in the manner described 
in article second of this agreement, that being distinctly understood in all cases 
to be a consideration for the use of the patent only. 

SIXTH. The said W. P. Lyon hereby agrees to keep accurate accounts of 
all envelopes manufactured and sold by him also of all applications of the pa tent 
to stock of any kind for other parties and h ave said accounts open to the in­
spection of the aforesaid Leeds' at any time , and to make settlement with them 
as before prescribed in this agreement, on the first day of January eighteen 
hundred and sixty three ( 18 63) and every three months thereafter during the 
continuance of this agreement. 

SEVENTH. This agreement refers only to the patent of Benjamin Morrison 
taken out June 19th 1860 and has no reference to or claim upon what the said 
L. W. Leeds calls his "end entering envelope" or any other ideas that h e, or 
either of the aforesaid Leeds ' may perfect and patent. 

EIGHTH. The power-press with pulleys dies and all other attachments be­
longing to the said Leeds' and now in use at the factory of the said W. P. Lyon 
5 3 7 Pearl St. is to remain in his possession for his exclusive use, he, the said 
W. P. Lyon promising to take good care of it and return it to the owners at the 
expiration of this agreement, unless , he, the said W. P. L .... The rest is missing. 

Let us note a few points about this contract. 
Article One calls attention to the fact that the invention was ''partially 

patented by one Benjamin Morison of Philadelphia, Pa. and since improved by 
the aforesaid Lewis W. Leeds." This sho-ws that the latter claimed credit for the 
improvements, which are noted in the circulars of Leeds & Vaux and Leeds & 
Franklin. (Note: The words ''partially invented'' should have been used in­
stead of "partially patented.") 

Article Two shows that although the Brothers Leeds owned the invention, 
Lewis should receive only 2c per thousand of envelopes manufactured, while 
his brother Barclay was to get 4c per thousand. 

Note: Mr. Morris Leeds writes that "this may have been due to money 
advanced or something of that kind.'' 

Article Six is interesting, as it shows that Lyon could take the stock of other 
envelope manufacturers and ''apply the patent. '' 

Article Seven brings in a new feature which I had not heard of before. It 
precludes Lyon having any right to manufacture "what the said L. W. Leeds 
calls his ' end entering envelope.' " This type is what is listed earlier as "No. 4 
die-cut,'' none of which I have yet found actually used. See Photo 14. 

While the above noted documents were very interesting, I found more real 
thrill in certain of the covers loaned me by l\'Ir. Leeds. Wh en I started to write 
this article, I requested the Collectors Club Bulletin and Philatelist to ask their 
readers for information anent th ese patent envelopes, and to communicate with 
me if they had anything of interest to report. The only response I received was 
from Elliott Perry, who wrote that he had a cover, with this patent, put out by 
the U. S. Sanitary Commission. Previously I had seen a cover, used by the same 
commission, which was sent me for study by Dr. W. G. Atwood of Fall River. 
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Just why this organization should have used these "Leeds Patents" I could not 
deterri1ine, but I belieYe Mr. Morris Leeds has helped me solve the problem. 

One of his covers is addressed to Barclay R. I1eeds, 537 Pearl Street (Lyon's 
office ) and while the letter is not signed, it is evidently from his sister;·- Martha. 
The letter is as follows : 

"Germa ntown 11 mo . 12 1862 

Dear Barclay, I dispatched a very hasty letter to thee this afternoon and qu ite 
omitted to te ll thee what L ewis r eq uested which was that you shou ld not fail to 
put a circular in every box of envelop es which would explain how t hey were to 
be used. F. L . Olmstead wrote to Dr. J. Foster J enkins thus-

Have credentials properly engr ossed for Mr . Leeds as Consulting El1gineer 
of Ventilation & "\Varnting- Instruct him to prepare as soo n as possible a full 
report of his observations & operations an d the results so far, to be appended 
to my general report to the Commission on the 17th an d to be perhaps published. 
Instruct him a lso to be prepared immediate ly after presenting his r eport to me 
to go to the West on a to u r of the genera l hospitals at Cincinnati- Louisville etc. 

Yours r espectfully 

Fred Law Olmstead 
P lease keep thi s letter." 

Regarding this letter , Ir. Morris L eeds says, "in one of the envelopes in 
this package, you will find an unsigned letter which quotes a letter from Fred­
erick Law Olmstead. This shows that Olmstead bad responsibility for some 
large public projects and that he had deleg·ated to my uncle certain engineering 
work in connection with them. Calvert Vaux was at that time a partner of 
Olmstead, and apparently it was in that >vay that he came into the picture.'' 

As a r esult of this letter, Barclay Leeds wrote his brother Lewis on Novem­
ber 14, 1862. It is addressed" care of Sanitary Commission , Washington , D . C." 

I quote this letter : 
"N. Y. Nov. 14 - 18 62 

Dear Brother 

I r eceived a letter from Sister Martha last evening stating th at thee h a d 
been appoin ted 'consulting engineer , with instructions to proceed west immedi­
ately afte r th e 17th ' and wanted to know where Mahlon was , I have not heard 
from him since I saw thee , he was then at Pt. Pleasant in Virginia, I wish thee 
cou ld find him & do something for him. What abou t thy envelopes, if they dont 
get th er e t ill after thee leaves , they will probably be shipped th e first of the 
week, they a r e nearly all ready now. Make arrangements for us to send the 
bill to somebody and get the mon ey, also abou t the price, if we are to make the 
bill direct to them . If thee goes ou t west thee must keep the envelope business 
in view , try and send us some good cash orders, we had a good notice · in the 
morning papers yesterday and ought to have had from the afternoon papers, 
but I have not seen it. We are very busy, but not overrun with orders for t h e 
patent. Let us h ear from thee imm ediately. 

As ever thy bro 

Barclay R. 
Box 4461" 

The above shows that Leeds '"vas now living in Vv ashington and was evi­
dently employed by the U. S. Sanitary Commission, sometime referred to as the 
parent of the American Red Cross. By r eferring to the Dictionary of American 
Biography, I found that Olmstead was a prominent landscape architect in New 
York and in 1857 became superintendent of the new Central Park. Later, with 
Calvert Vaux as his partner, he made a new design for the Park, which was 
accepted. Shortly after the outbreak of the Civil War, he was granted leave of 
absence to become general secretary of the U. S. Sanitary Commission, Wash­
ington, D . C. (In 1892 he laid out the grounds for the World's Fair in Chicago.) 

Now we get the tie-up with the two covers formerly noted. Vaux recom­
mends Leeds to Olmstead and the latter gives Leeds a job in the Washington 
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office of the Commission. That his work as a ventilating and heating expert was 
satisfactory is shown by his promotion to ''Consulting Engineer, '' and the 
instruction to prepare a full report of his observations and operations to be 
incorporated in the Secretary's general report to the Commission. Apparently, 
also, he bad interested someon e at the headq uarters in his patent envelopes. 
From what Barclay r_,eeds writes on :\ovember 1-J.. 186'2, an order bad been placed 
for a shipment some time preYiously, since they are to be shipped ''the first of 
the week." Incid entally , the eYer present question of finance is still an important 
factor to the t\\"O broth ers, as Barela~· states, "l\Iake arrangem ents for us to send 
the bill to somebody and get the money. " I assume this referred to some offi­
cia l of the Sanitary Commission. 

Five days later Lyon billed J_,e wis W . Leeds for 29 ,500 different sized gov­
ernment envelopes, some printed to order and some not printed. Th ey are listed 
in the invoice as '' GoY. Envelopes Patent Stamp sealing,'' and the charge was 
$185.75. I wonder how many wer e actually used. Not many, I believe. Nota­
tion s on the invoice show that the shipment \.vas made by Adams Express, and 
that a box of assorted samples was included without extra charge. 'fhis bill, by 
the way, was mailed from New York in one of the patent envelopes, although 
only th e enclosure has been preserved. 

QI!~ #;;/ee,,d4 
!ought of WILLIAM P. LYON, 

Fig·. ia. 'l_'h e Lyon J u,·o icc. 

Oth er interesting items sent me by Mr. Morris Leeds were a Flushing, N. Y. 
cover cancelled January 24, 1862 to Lewis \V. L eeds (almost identical with my 
'l'urn bull cover and previously noted. ) and a sample of a die-cut envelope put 
out as an achertisement by "William P. Lyon. 

Th ere \\-as also a I1eeds & Franklin circular containing the following addi­
tional clause : 

"We have prepared an envelope opening at the right end sealed by the 
stamp- affording all these advantages, and th e much greater convenience of 
entering the letter from the end, \\·hich '"e believe the public are ready to adopt, 
and which ca n be furn ished at the price of th e ordinary envelope now in use." 
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LEEDS 6: JRANltLIN'8 PA.TENT 

Stanip-Beal1ng and Post-Kark-Preservtng 

ENVELOPES. 

The11e and ull otltet' stylrs of Envelepee tutlnnfa.cturffi 

and for Rale hy 

WM. P. LYON, 
ENVEL •PE llANUFAOTlTilEH., 

587 PEARL STREET 
NeW' York. 

••• ••• • •• 
DIRECTIONS. 

Mni•ten the l(llm on 
the 8 I a m p and 
p1- it w1uarely o­
ver t h e window 
pl'ellllng it well ~ 
tlw- )(•tier within. 

1\ote: These are the type referred to in the agreement \ri th William P. 
Lyon , as "end entering envelopes. " 

Fig. 13. E n tl E n te1·ing· E1n·e lo1•e. 

Now as to L eeds himself. His neph ew reports that he was born in New 
Jersey around 1830, lived for years in New York, and left this country probably 
in the early 80 's . H e settled permanently in London and di ed there in 1896. 

Mr. Morris Leeds, in his letter to me, sums up the versatility of his uncle 
as follows: 

'' As I told you over the phone, his inventive genius was always dealing 
with big proj ects; and in addition to hea ting and ventilating, in which I judge 
from what I have heard from others that he made some real contributions to the 
art, he worked on quite definite plans for harbor improvement, and for taking 
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the London Underground into the air, for a railroad to connect Europe and 
India, and for an entire rearrangement of ship construction so as to improve the 
ventilation, etc. So far as I know he had no contacts or backing on these larger 
schemes which from my standpoint would justify him in spending time on them. 

He was a very genial and pleasant man and it was always interesting to talk 
with him." 

F i ~·J lH. Port-rait of Le\\· is \ V. J_.eed s. 

I have entitled this article ''The First 'Window' Envelope,'' simply be­
cause on that score I feel there can be no dispute. For the future, however, I 
trust these envelope curior;ities, meaning, of course, the ones with improvements, 
in which Vaux undoubtedly had a hand, will be referred to as the "Leeds 
Patent.'' 

NOTE : lVIr. l\1orris Leeds informs me that the name ''Vaux'' is pronounced 
"Vorks" and not as if it were derived from the French (as it undoubtedly was). 

When I first secured the "Turn bull" cover, and later recalled Walter Scott's 
article of October 1929, I wrote l\1r. Scott to find out what had become of the 
cover and letter which he had noted. He replied ''George B. Sloane purchased 
the cover I described and ·he now has four varieties in his collection, also two of 
the original circular s as published in the C. C. Philatelist.'' (These must have 
been the Leeds & Vaux circulars.) 

After the Knapp sale, I looked up Scott's letter to me, written by hand on 
February 3, 1931, and wrote George B. Sloane November 24, 1941 to find out if 
he still had the four covers referred to . lVIr. Sloane replied, ''I had three or 
four of these, a fine sequence, but that was some years ago. I sold them but can­
not remember where. I think there was an article in the C. C. P . (Collectors 
Club Philatelist) and seem to have a hazy recollection of an article by Thorp in 
Scott's Journal, describing my covers and their interesting contents. I remem­
ber one at least carried a letter by Leeds & Vaux discussing their patent. (E.T.G. 
surmises that this was their printed circular. ) That's all I can recall now." 

I also asked lVIr. Sloane if the covers Knapp had acquired might have come 
from him. His answer was ''they may have, but I think I sold them elsewhere.'' 
Here let me refer again to Luff's article. He states that H . E. Deats sent him 
four envelopes, evidently just prior to the writing of the article in 1902. Since 
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Sloane owned four after he had acquired the Scott cover, it may be that some of 
the Deats ' envelopes had previously come into bis (Sloan's ) possession. 

As several of th e covers listed in the Knapp sale show ''a fine sequence,'' I 
believe they came indirectly from Mr. Sloane, and ultimately landed in Knapp's 
collection. Knapp was always interested in the unusual in philatelic items, and 
both dealers and collectors knew it, so I hazard the guess that the man who 
bougbt the covers from Sloane turned them over to Knapp. At any rate, the 
Knapp sale has furnished much historical data, and made it possible for me to 
fill in many ''missing links'' which were needed to tell the story of this interest­
ing philatelic experiment. 

In closing, I think it might interest my readers to quote portions of one of 
the Knapp letters (Auction Lot No. 2473 ) written by Mrs. Leeds, although un­
signed, from Philadelphia on October 19, 1861. This cover bears a 3c 1861 and 
is addressed to her husband, Lewis W. Leeds, llO Broadway, N. Y. As this is a 
strictly personal letter, I shall eliminate parts of it. It is headed "7th Day" 
(Saturday, according to the Quaker calendar ), and after relating certain diffi­
culties over the mix-up with the baggage, on the trip from New York, Mrs. Leeds 
concludes as follows: 

"The greatest drawback is being separated from thee, my dearest darling hus­
band. I hope thee will come on 7th Day a nd bring 7 clean shirts, also 2 of my 
white aprons . Tell Bridget to keep the honse well locked up. When thee sees 
sister Frances ask her to write the particulars about the shawl. Have no more 
to write, my dear darling husband. 

P.S. K eep pussy well fed." 

'l'his letter was written on October 19, 1861, when the country was at war, 
so the house must be kept ''well locked up.'' (Whether the war had anything to 
do with "pussy" I have not yet been able to learn. l\Iaybe l\Irs. Leeds feared a 
food shortage! ) Incidentally, this letter requested Mr. Leeds to come to Phila­
delphia on "7th day," the n.ext Saturday, which was October 26th. Appar­
ently, Mr. Leeds obeyed his instructions, as the ''Scott'' letter to Vaux was 
written by Leeds from Philadelphia on October 26th, 1861. 

Since Mrs. Leeds ' letter is not dated, although the cover is postmarked 
October 19, 1861, I looked up the calendar and found that October 19, 1861 was 
a Saturday. So ''7th clay'' was not Sunday, as I had always supposed, the Old 
Testament to the contrary notwithstanding. 

If any of my readers have any information to add to what I have written, 
I shall appreciate hearing from them. 
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Costa Rica No. 5-Douhle Transfer 
B~r R. J. lVIECIIIN 

The double tra nsfer shown in th e accompa nyin g illustrat ion occurs at posi­
tion number eig ht 0 11 th e p late of th e Cuatro Hea les Ya lue of the first issue of 
Costa Rica (Scott's No. 5) . 011]~1 one plate was made for this yalne consisting 
of ten r ows each of ten subj ects, using a ''single '' tra nsfer roll. 

The doubling is most marked in the words" CORREOS DE COS'rA RICA " 
(and in the right hand of th e tablets carrying these words), in the five stars of the 
central design and in th e ornament at the lef t of t he vig nette. To a less extent 
it shows in the upper sailing vessel, at th e top of th e most p rominent mountain 
and in the words "CUATRO REALES " and the tablet which carries them. 

Th e shift is to th e right aud at its maximum approximates one half milli­
meter. ·while this does not sound large, in a stamp which measures a scant 21 
millimeters in width between outer border lines, it is quite marked and does not 
r equire a glass to see. Many other positions on this plate show slight double 
transfers but none approach this position in th e extent of th e shift. 
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The De La Rue Georgians of 
South Africa 

By H . E. LOBDELL 

(Con c lud e d from Vol. XXI No. 1, page 32.) 

ESSAYS, PROOFS, AND SPECIMENS 
1. ESSAYS: Of five values: 1;2d. , ld. , 3d., 4d. , and 5d. These "are 

known in four different colors, all values printed together in strip, '' according 
to the Regent Encyclopaedia. (114 ) 

2. PROOFS: Those r eported as having reached collectors include proofs of: 

a . Complet ed dies , in black upon white r ecord cards ( 3. 6 in. x 2.4 in.), the cards 
bearing dates and marked "BEFORE HARDENING" as indicated: 

(1) frame on ly, "28 NOV. 12" and "BEFORE HARDENING": 21hd. 

(2) fram e with head inse rted , "15 MAR. 13" and "BEFORE HARDENING": 
1 / -. 

(3) fram e only, " 19 JUN. 1 3": 3d., 4d., 6d. (Fig. 35), [see p . 10"5] 2/6, 5/-, 
10 / -. 

(4) fram e with h ead inserted , "7/1 / 12" (inked manuscript) and "BEFORE 
HARDENING": 1h d. and 2d. 

(5) fram e with h ead inserted , "13 JUN. 20": 1 / 3. 
( 6 ) fram e with h ead inserted , "23 / 6/ 20" (pencilled manuscript) and "BE­

FORE HARDENING": 11h d. 
b . Comple t ed di e, in black upon piece of card cut down to the shape of the die , 

frame with h ead inserted : ld. 
c. Denomina ted but unfinished dies, without "Postage-Postzegel," in black upon 

white r ecord cards , the cards bearing no dates: 
(1) lf.i d. 
(2) l lf.i d . (Fig. 3 6 ) . [see p. 106] 
d. Un denominated fra m e with head inserted , in black upon piece of card cut 

down. 
e . Undenominated fr a m e, in green . 
f. King's h ead only, in black upon piece of card cut down. 

3. SPECIMENS: All eleven denominations originally issued in 1913 were 
overprinted typographi cally with the word "SPE CIMEN " in bluish-black ink, 
the overprint being horizontal and measuring 131/2 mm. x 2 mm. (Fig. 37 ) . The 
11/2d., 1/ 3, and £1 were hand-struck with the word "SPE CIMEN " in violet for 
the first two values · and in gr een for th e £1, the overprint r eading diagonally 
upward and measuring 18 mm . x 3 mm. (Fig. 37 ) . [Seep. 106. ] "Specimens " 
of the 3d. blue a nd blue are unknown . 

PLATE VARIETIES REPORTED 
On the basis of how they came about these may be divided into six classifica­

tions : 
1. Errors exi stin g in the original plates, e .g., the larger top curl to the numeral 3 in 

the 1 / 3. (Row 20 , No. 1). 
2. Damages to plates durin g u se, e.g., missing sh a din g in the S. E. corner b e tween 

value tablet a nd frame ( 1h d. a nd ld.), or t h e "cr ack ed plate" variety which 
occurred us u a lly a lon g the margin a l s ide of a stamp from vertical Rows 1 or 
1 2. ( 1h d. , ld. , 2d. , a nd possibly other values) . 

3. Varieties caused by legiti mate wear, such as are to be observed in the lette ring in 
la t er p rintings of the 4d . a nd 6d. 

(lH) Low e, Robson: 011. cit., p. 222. 
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I 'I' ~ 17-1 I .1 ~ V 

l~fg. !i5. Proofs of co 1n1•le t e d frnn1e dies of the :ld. , 4 (1 .. anti Hd., on n ·hite record c urds 
(3.H In . x 2.4 In. ) . tl:tte tJ " lll .JUN. 13." 
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4. Va rie ties produced by cloggings du e to h a rden ed ink , such as the prog ressive 
e limination of white lette r s in the 6d . 

5. R etouch es. 
6. " Doub le strikes ," which m ay possib ly h ave been doublings du e to printing misha ps 

rather t ha n true " double s t r ikes" as d efin ed in the "Glossar y of Philatelic 
Ter ms" co m piled by a subco m m ittee of the Phila t e li c Congr ess of Great 
Brita in . ( 115 ) 

. I 

Fi i:;. :-17. " S 11eci rn e n s ." o ' 'er1tri nted t y 110 -

F i g . au. l~ nlnrg;e n1e nt f 1·0 1n t>roof 
of d e 110111iunte d but unfi ni s h e d d ie 
of t h e l 1/2 d .. " ·ith o u t "Postnge- Post­
zeJ.:;tal .'' O ri g inal o n \ Vh ite rec ord 
eartl. nn•lnte tl. 

AN ~UI AN .2UI 

g;ra 1•h ie11 ll y o r h :tud-s t r u c k. 

AN 1..UI 

BROKEN fRAME. LINE ABOVE: 11
2.N 

AN 

AN UI AN UI AN Ul 
F ig. :~. Seq u e n ce n rrnng e cl b y S. G . R ich to illustrate progr ess h •e s tages 

i n tl1 e d e,•e l o1un e n t of t h e 6 tl. "n1i ~sing Z" \ ':t r iety. 

UI 

(115) See Low e , Robson: 01>. cit., p. 89: "I n t h e case of stamps prod u ced by typographic 
processes .. . , r e su l ts whi ch are sim il ar to r e -e n tr ies are caused b y a double strike from 
the di e upon th e mould used fo r purposes of r e prod u ct io n . T h e u s e of t h e t e rm 'Dou ble 
Strike' is s u gges t ed to d e s c r ib e s u ch instan ces." 
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It is out of the question, however, to assign many of the reported plate va­
rieties to one or another of these categories. It is especially difficult to distinguish 
whether such items as those in the sequence of 6d. specimens arranged by Mr. 
Rich (Fig. 38) for the purpose of illustrating the progressive stages in the de­
velopment of the "missing Z" variety, properly fall under 3 or 4. Nor can one 
compile a wholly complete listing of the multitude of minor flaws which have 
been, or might be, detected with the aid of only a low-powered glass. 

For convenience the tabulation presented below is arbitrarily subdivided 
into seven groupings depending upon which portions of the designs are affected. 
It was prepared in three steps : 

First, by listing the varieties recognized by the Natal and Simenhoff catalogues; 
Second, by adding other varieties which, in the opinion of Mr. Rich and the 

author, seemed to merit the attention of serious students of the King's 
Heads , after which 

Third, Mr. Lichtenstein was asked to suggest further varieties in the light of his 
long experience. He did so, aided by the generous co-operation of Messrs. 
J . B. Levy and J. Lewis of Bloemfontein, who placed their specialized col­
lections at his disposal for research. 

Varieties recognized by the Natal and Simenhoff catalogues are cited by the 
catalogue numbers preceded by '' N'' and '' S,'' respectively; those added by Mr. 
Rich and the author are cited by the letter "R"; and Mr. Lichtenstein's additions 
are cited by the letter "L." 

1. UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA: 
Long upper serif to I of UNION: 4d. (N257). 
Serif to N; Row 20, No. 9, Plate 7: 1hd. (S8 1) , ld. (S12c). 
GF for OF: 10 / - (N343, S85a). 
OE for OF: 6d. (R), 5 / - (R) . 
01 for OF: 4d. (N255, S54c). 
Hyphen over 0 of OF: I / - (L) . 
Dot on F of OF : %d. (L). 
Missing center stroke of Fin OF: ld. (R), 3d. black and orange-red (N212), 4d. (R), 

6d. (R), 1 / - (R), 2 / 6 (R). 
Hyphen between OF and SOUTH: 2d . (L). 
Horizontal dash between upper limb of F of OF and top of Sin SOUTH: 2d. (L). 
Vertical stroke through S of SOUTH, like $: 2d. (L) . 
SOIITH for SOUTH: 4d. (N259 , S54b). 
SOITH for SOUTH: ld. (Sllc). 
SOJTH for SOUTH: Row 2, No. 4 , 1st printings of Plate 1: %d. (N50). 
SOUIH for SOUTH: 4d. (N258, S54e) , 6d. (N281 , S60c). 
SOUTA for SOUTH: 2d. (L). 
SOUTF for SOUTH: Row 2, No. 2: 2d. (S30c). 
SCUTH for SOUTH: 2d. (L). 
SUUTH for SOUTH: 2%d. (N193) . 
Long left Jim b of U in SOUTH: 2d . ( L). 
Line over TH of SOUTH: 2d. (L). 
Short I in AFRICA: %d. (R). 
AERICA for AFRICA: 2d. (S24a). 
AIRICA for AFRICA: 1%d. (N131, S18a), 2d. (N169), 2Jhd. (N192, S34b) , 4d . 

(N253, S54a), 6d. (N279, S60a), 1 / - (N316 , S77a), 2 / 6 (L). 
ATRICA for AFRI CA: 2d. (R). 
AFNICAforAFRICA: 2d. (N170). 
Second A of AFRICA without crossbar: 3d. black and orange-red (N214) . 
Retouched A; Row l, No. 1: 3d. blue and blue (N231). 
Retouched last A of AFRICA; Row 18, No. 10, Plate 6; reported in South African 

Philatelist, August, 19 2 3: ld. ( R). 
Full stop after AFRICA: Jhd . (L), 2d. (L), 1 / - (L) . 

2. UNIE VAN ZUID AFRIKA: 
N and I of UNIE joined at top: ld. (L). 
Missing E of UNIE: 2d. ( L). 
E of UNIE and V of VAN joined at top: 2d. (L). 
Retouched V of VAN: 3d. blu e and blue (L). 
Broken V of VAN: 1 %d. (L). 
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Missing crossbar in A of VAN: 3d. black and orange-red (R). 
A and N of VAN unjoined at foot: 2d. (R), 21hd. (N195), 3d. black and orange-red 

( N213) , 3d. blue and blue (N232) , 4d. (N256), 6d . (N282), 1 / - (N299), 1/3 
(N307) , 2/6 (N317), 5/- (N328), 10/- (N340). 

Broken N of VAN; No. 1 in sheet: 2 / 6 (N318). 
VAN missing: 5 / - (L). 
N of VAN and Z of ZUID joined at top: 2d. (L). 
Partly missing Zin ZUID : 6d. (N284). (Fig. 38). 
Missing Zin ZUID: 6d . (N283, S61a). (Fig. 38). 
ZOID for ZUID: 2d. (L). 
Long arm of U in ZUID; Row 2, No . 6: 21hd. (N194, S34a). 
Dot over I of ZUID; Row 1 , No. 3, Plate 7: ld. (Sllf). 
ZUIN for ZUID : 21hd. (L). 
Crossbar of first A of AFRICA extended to left, touching D of ZUID: 2d. (L). 
Short I in AFRIKA: 4d. ( L). 
AIRIKA for AFRIKA: 4d. (N254, S54d). 
Retouched Kin AFRIKA: 3d. blue and blue (S47b) . 
Retouched A in AFRIKA: 3d. blu e and blue (S47a). 

3. POSTAGE-POSTZEGEL: 
Thick 0 of POSTAGE: 2d. (L). 
Accent grave over E of POSTAGE: 2d. (L) . 
Missing letters ; 0 , E, G, etc.: ¥.id. (R), ld. (Slle). 
POSTZEGEI for POSTZEGEL: 4d. (L). 
Defective letters: 1hd. (L), ld. (R) , 2d. (R), 6d. (N280, S60d), 2/6 (R). 
Stop after POSTAGE : 1hd. (L). 
Dot before P: 1hd, (R), 11hd. (L). 
Dash before P: 1hd. (R). 
Broken S: 2/6 (N319). 
White circle under Z: ld. (S12e). 
Large flaw after POST ZEGEL: ld . (L). 

4. 'rHE CROWN : 
Four jewels instead of seven: 4d. (N252). 
Broke n frame at left of crown: 2d. (L). 
White line at left of crown: 2d. (L). 
White line at right of crown: 2d. (L). 

5. MEDALLION PORTRAIT: 
White "earring": ld. (S12d), 2d. (S25a). 
White forehead: 3d. black and orange-red (N211, S45c) . 
Strong retouch to temple: ¥.id. (L) . 
White beard: 1hd. (R), ld . (R), 21hd. (R), 6d. (N277, S65c). 
Line extending from A to top of crown and from mouth to nose; Row 1, No. 7: 2d. 

(S33q). 
Stroke through beard: Row 11, No. 12; 1 /3 (N309, S72b). 
Loop to beard: ¥.id. (R), ld. (R), 2d. (R), 21hd. (R), 3d. black and orange-red (R) , 

4d. (R), 6d. (R), 1 / - (R), 2 / 6 (R). 
Broken front of beard: ¥.id . (R), ld. (R), 2d. (R), 21hd. (R), 2/6 (R). 
Notched front of beard: 1hd. (R), ld. (R), 2d. (R). 21hd. (R), 3d. black and orange­

red (R). 
Broken front of neck: ¥.id. (R) , ld . (R), 2d. (R), 3d. black and orange-red (R). 
Strong line on neck; watermark inverted: ld. (L). 

6. VALUE TABLE TS: 
L eft shield with figur e of value broken at upper left; Row 17, No. 1, plate 6; reported 

in South African Philatelist, September, 1923: 1hd. (R). 
Broken 2 in fraction at left : ¥.id. (L). 
Broken d: 1h d. (L), ld. (L) . 
Long serif to numeral 1 ; Row 5, No. 1, Plate 6: ld . (S14c). 
Ball to serif of numeral 1 at left: ld. (L ). 
Flaw in d at right: ld. (L). 
Line over ld. at left: ld. (L). 
Dot over numeral 1 ; Row 2, No . 11 : 11,2d. (L). 
Dot between numerals 11h and d .: 11h d. (L). 
White dot in front of numeral 2: 2d. (N166 , S26a). 
Broken don control stamp; Row 1 , No. 2: 2d. (N167, S24c). 
Hairline through tablet; Row 10, No. 1: 2d. (L ). 
Large blob under d at right: 2d . (L). 
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Circle over fraction 1h: 21h d. (N19 6, S34 c ). 
Short fraction bar at right : 21h d. (L ) . 
Dot in front of numer a l 1 : 1 / - (R ). 
Two v ertical dashes, one a bove t h e ot h er, in front of nume r a l 1 : 1 / - ( R ). 
L a rger top cur l to numer a l 3 at le ft : Row 20 , No . 1 : 1 / 3 ( N 309, S72b) . 
Long serif to numeral 3 a t rig h t: 1 /3 ( L ). 

7. lVIISCELLANEOUS: 
INXOMST for INKOMST : ld . (R ). 
Missing shading lower right corn er , b e tween va lue table t a nd fra m e : 1h d. ( R ) , ld . 

(R). 
Horizontal shade line missing in t op le ft corn er : ld . ( L ). 
Outer fram e line missing at right: 1 % d . (L ) . 
Cr ack ed plate: 1h d. (L ), ld . ( L ), 2d . (L ) . 
" Double s trike"(116): ld . ( S1 7 j ), 1 1h d . (L ), 2d . (L ), 6d . (S65f), 2 / 6 (S8 0b ). 

2d. OFFICIAL 
Up to 1926 government departments used ordinary adhesives, supplied 

free to frank overseas mail, a practice which led to the misuse of such stamps on 
priv'ate correspondence. (117 ) Consequently, as of December 1, 1926, it was de­
cided to overprint four denominations- 1/2d., l d ., 2d ., and 6d.- with the words 
''OFFICIAL. '' and '' OFFISIEEL. '' in two lines, reading ver tically upward. 
Black ink was used, the letter s were 2 mm. high, the lines were spaced 121/2 mm., 
and the words bad full stops, as illustrated in 1!-, ig. 39. 

F ig-. 3 9. T h e 2d . OfH c ia l. 

Since lVIessr s. Waterlow's fi rst printings of the 1/2d .. l d ., and 6d. of the new 
"pictorial series" had appeared earlier in 1926, t he 2d . was the only value of the 
De La Rue Georgians over prin ted for official use. Also, since the new 2d. 
pictorials were expected soon from l\Iessrs. Bradbury, W ilkinson and Co., t he 
quant ity of the 2d. King 's H ead so treated was limited . According to Mr. 
Lichtenstein , two over printings were made, one in " shiny black ink " and the 
other in " dull black ink. " Bot h lVIessrs. L ichtenstein a nd Simenb off have called 
my attent ion to the fact that each of the overprint ings was performed in P retoria 
by the Government Printer rather than one in London and th e other in Pretor ia 
as erroneously stated by the S im enhoff and Na t al catalogues . 

Strict instructions were given that th e official stamps \\·ere not to be sold. ex­
changed, or disposed of to th e public in any \\·ay, but "collectors were bent on 
having them, and as th e course of events showed. offers of ten times face (or 
more ) pr oved too much of a temptation to ma ny a irnvernment clerk." (118 ) 

( 11 6) Subj e ct to t h e q u a li fi cat io n p r e viou sJ,· n ote d t h at t h ese va1· ie t ie s may h a Ye b een 
do u blings du e to p r in ti n g mish aps. 

(117) R ep ort o f t h e D e p a r t m e nt o f P osts a nd T e l e g r a phs for t h e y ea r e nd ed 31s t 
March, 192 4 : " A n nu a l D e partm enta l Re p or t s (abri d g ed )," No. 4, p. 301 , 19 25 : '" Th e r e ­
stri c tion of t h e a buse o f t h e pos t a l f r a nking pri v il e g e c o ntinu ed to r ece ive c los e atte nti o n . 
. . . The Se l ec t Comm ittee on Publi c Acco u nts co nfir m ed it s 192 2 r e solut i o n that over ­
p r inted sta m p s s h oul d b e introdu c e d for offi c ia l p os t age , s im ila r t o t h e sys t em f ollow ed , 
with eco n omical e ff ec t s , b y fh e Au s tra l ian Co mm o nw ea lth , s in c e 192 2, but th e T r easu ry 
is n o t y e t d ispos ed to san c ti o n th e a do p t io n of t h is S)•s t e m in t h e U n ion . . . . " 

( 118 ) L ic hten s t e in, A.: S o u th A fr ica a nd S outh W e s t Afri ca : Offi c ia l s , A m e J"i e a u 
Philatelis t , Vo l. XLIII, p. 62 8, Se pt. , 193 0. 
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Later the regulations were relaxed and 
been regularly available for public sale. 
Head, however, were exhausted late in 
public legitimately. (119) 

since April, 1929, official stamps have 
Supplies of the overprinted 2d. King's 
1928 and no mint copies reached the 

EXPERIMENTAL AIR-POST FLIGHTS 

On December 27, 1911, and January 2, 1912, as a sequence to the Coronation 
Aerial Post Service flights which had taken place in England between London 
and Windsor the previous September, specially printed post cards were carried 
between Kenilworth and Muizenberg, two adjacent towns on the Cape Peninsula, 
under the sanction of th e Union Minister of Posts and Telegraphs. The pilot on 
these two flights was E. F. Driver , a native of South Africa and originally a 
mining engineer by profession, who had learned to fly in England at the 
Grahame-White School. He had been one of the three aviators on the British 
Coronation fli ghts, and later he ·was to distinguish himself as a flying officer in 
World War I. For his South African flights he used a Bleriot monoplane, which 
belonged to The African Aviation Syndicate, Ltd. and which was indeed a 
pioneer ship. Powered by a 50-horsepower Gnome motor, it had a wing area of 
263 square feet, and its estimated total weight was but 800 lbs., allowing 200 lbs. 
for the weight of the pilot and his equipment. (120) 

The cards carried on these flights were sold at 1/ - each and bore "Inter­
provincial'' stamps of the period but are referred to here because they received 
the cachet ''First South African Aerial Post. '' ( 121 ) 

Georgian De La Rue adhesives of the Union did appear upon the cards or 
covers carried in further experimental flights as follows: 

1. The "Our Day" Red Cross Aerial Post of 1918, conducted for the 
benefit of the campaign to raise funds for wounded war veterans and their de­
pendents. Eleven flights in all were made: Six at Capetown (October 7 and 26, 
November 2, December 16, 23, and 30), and five on the Witwatersrand in the 
Transvaal (at Johannesburg on November 20 and 22; from Johannesburg to 
Germiston, Pretoria, and Benoni on November 24, 27, and 30, respectively). 

These flights were conducted by Lieut. A. H . Gearing, who, like Pilot Driver, 
was born in South Africa and was an engineer by previous training. He had 
risen to the rank of Flight Commander in the Royal Flying Corps. His machine 
was one of the two British Experimental type 2E planes which the Imperial 
Government had sent to South Africa in 1917 for recruiting purposes in charge 
of Major A. 1\1. Miller, D. S. 0. These two open-cockpit, two-seater tractor 
biplanes ·were named the Rio de Jan eiro Britons No. 1 and No. 2 since their cost 
had been subscribed by British residents of the Brazilian capital. 1'he speci­
fications of B. E. 2E planes included: engine, 90 h.p. RAF la (8 cyl. V-type, 
air-cooled) ; wing area, 360 sq. ft.; total weight, 2,140 lbs. , including an allowance 
of 725 lbs. for fuel, pilots, and equipment; maximum and minimum speeds, 85 
and 46 miles an hour. (122 ) 

The mail carried by Lieut. Gearing was limited to two types of souvenir 
cards, sold at 6d. each , and requiring a lj2 d. stamp if for delivery in South 
Africa or a ld. stamp if addressed overseas. These cards were posted in the 
ordinary way and received the special "Aerial Post" dated cancellation "on the 
actual days that they were flown." (123 ) (Fig. 40). To this statement lVIr. 

(119) Mr. Sim e nhoff writes m e that h e b as confirmation of this in the form of a com ­
muni cation from th e D epartm ent of Posts and T e l P, graphs, Pretor ia, dated July 5, 1929. 

(120) D a ta from J a n e, F. T.: "All th e World's Airc raft," p. 121. Sampson Low, Ma rston 
a nd Co., Ltd., London, 1912. 

(121) W y ndham , L. A.: " Th e Airposts of South Africa," pp. 3-6. Cape Tim e s, Ltd., 
Capetown. 19 36 . 

(122) Data from R epor t and M emora ndum 268: British Aero R esearch Committee, 
Annual R epor t for 1916-17, Vol. II , p. 399. 

(123) Wyndham, L. A. : 01>. c it., pp. 6-12. 
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Simenhoff appends a word of caution: ''Red Cross'' souvenir cards having the 
stamp cancelled other than by this special mark were not carried by air. 

2. That of the Pioneer of The Handley-Page South African Transports, 
Ltd., commanded by Major H . Meintjes, M. C., A. F . C., which left Capetown on 
February 15, 1920, with a crew of three and with seven passengers. Its intended 
destination was Johannesburg, and, after several unscheduled intermediate 
landings, it reached Beaufort W est, Cape Province, its first official stop, four 
days later. Shortly after taking off from Beaufort W est, ''the snapping of a 
rudder post which put the whole rudder out of action .. . was the last dreg of 
the cup of misfortune which had dogged her journey ever since leaving Capetown. 
The passengers returned to Capetown and the mails for the nor th were sent 
on by rail from Beaufort W est." (124 ) 

F Jg. 4 0. Son veuir c nrtl of the " Our Day" Red Cross Aerial P ost of 1918. :uldressetl o'yerl!f~tu!t 
nnd b e aring a ld. li.ing's H e nd s t:11n.1J. 'l~l1e c urd i s tlte "suutll 'vings" ty1>e so ld in tile 
'l,rnnsvnaJ, but it " rus fl o '''u by Lient. A. H. Genrh1g Dece111l~er 2:J. 1018 , on t11e fifth 

of J1is s ix fli~·hts nt Ca1>eto"·n . 

In size and carrying capacity the tractor biplane Pioneer, a eonverted war­
time bomber with a wing spread of 100 feet, was gigantic compared with the 
machines used by Pilot Driver and Lieut. Gearing. Th e Pioneer was one of 
the several 0/ 400 types powered by twin Rolls-Royce engines of 375 horse­
power each-Eagle type, V 12, water-cooled- and, while its other specifications 
are not available, it must have weighed nearly 14,000 lbs. when fully loaded, 
allowing 5,500 lbs. for fuel, crew, passengers, and cargo; and its maximum and 
minimum speeds approximated 97 and 50 miles an hour. (125 ) 

Announcement that the Postmaster General bad authorized the carrying 
of mail by the Pioneer on this flight reached the publi c only on 1'..,ebruary 12 and 
the mail closed at the G. P. 0 ., Capetown, on the evening of the 14th. (1 26 ) Such 
short notice, together with the required special additional postage of 2/ - per 
ounce or fraction thereof, limited to 422 th e number of covers carried. The fact 
that but 17 of these covers have survived phila telically (127 ) may be attributed 

(124) lbi<l., p. 16. 
(12 5) Data from Tlte Aeroplane, Vol. XVII, p. 615 , Aug. 13, 1919. 
(126) Wyndha m, L . A.: 01>. e it., p . 15. 
(127) No. 17 was r e ported b y Godfre y, I. H. C . : A i r Mail Note s , S outh African Phila­

telist, Vol. XVI, p. 144, S e pt., 1940. 
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to the fact that ''the collecting of air-post covers was practically unknown in 
South Africa in 1920, and overseas collectors did not r eceive warning of the 
impending flight. . . . The majority of the letters carried were greetings from 
two Capetown milling firms to their Johannesburg customers. " ( 128 ) 

FIRST EXPERIMENTAL AIR-POST SERVICE 
From March 2 to June 15, 1925, an official service solely for transporting 

mail over the 950-mile distance separating Capetown and Durban was maintained 
by pilots of the Union Air Force using 11 tractor DH 9 (de Havilland, type 9) 
biplanes. Th ese were two-seater military observation ships with a single 230 
h. p. Siddeley Puma engine (6 cylinders in line, water-cooled). The wing area 
was 434 sq. ft., and the weight when loaded was 3,300 lbs., assuming 500 lbs. of 
fuel, 500 lbs. of mail or other load, and 360 lbs. for the crew. The maximum and 
minimum speeds were rated at 116 and 42 miles per hour.( 129 ) 

The original intention had been to establish intermediate terminals at Mossel 
Bay, East London, and Port Elizabeth, but the unsuitability of Mossel Bay, on 
account of coastal fogs, was demonstrated on the "rehearsal" flights. According 
to Mr. Wyndham's book, (130 ) Mossel Bay "was abandoned before the commence­
ment of the service'' and Oudtshoorn became one of the three stopping places 
on tbe main route. Arrangements were made for a subsidiary service "whereby 
mail for Mossel Bay was to be delivered from Oudtshoorn by air when the 
weather permitted, and there was sufficient mail to justify a special journey.'' 
Mr. Wyndham states that mail was flown from Oudtshoorn to Mossel Bay on 
nine separate occasions but ''all the log sheets, including that of the first flight 
made by Lieut. [H. P.] Schoeman lMarch 2), definitely show that no mail was 
carried [by air] from Mossel Bay." But not all philatelic authorities in South 

BY AIR MAIL 
PER LUGPOS 

Fig·. 41. Portion of cover tl o n ·n on First Ext•erhn e n t al .Air-Post Service (ill:1rc h 2-Juue 15, 
1925) sl1o n 'in g use of: (a) t\l·o ld . Ji" ing's He;ul sta n 11_•s to i n dicate uayn1 e11t of 0 1·d inary 

i•ostn g·e; (b) s11ecial 9d. ad l1esh'e to itulicate 1.:1y1u e 11 t of nddit io 11 :1I air-1•ost fee; 
(e) s1>ecia l nir-111ai l cancell ation; :tnd (d) eti•1 u ette l :1bel. 

Africa share Mr. Wyndham 's belief that all l\Iossel Bay postings were handled 
by rail as far as Oudtshoorn because of the existence of covers whose known times 
of posting and receipt would seem to have precluded their transit by a regularly 
scheduled Mossel Bay-Oudtshoorn train. 

(128) South African P b ilntclist, Vol. II, p. 14 5, Dec., 1924. 
(129) D ata from Flight, Vol. XI, pp. 43 -44 , Jan. 9, 1919. 
(130) Wyndham, L. A.: op·. cit., p. 20. 
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Special adhesives were issued to indicate payment of the additional air-post 
fees (131 ) although use of regular postage stamps for that purpose was permissible. 
But regular stamps were required to show payment of the ordinary postage 
fee. (132 ) A special rubber-stamp cancellation (in blue purple, or black) and an 
etiquette label were provided(133 ) (Fig. 41). The rubber-stamp at Durban 
became worn and was replaced in April by a smaller metal die canceller, 25 mm. 
in diameter rather than 30 mm. 

A total of 60,250 route miles was flown during the three and a half months' 
operation, and 57,418 letters, 5,509 post cards, and 719 parcels were carried. (134 ) 

According to the Government's version '' .. . The revenue derived from mail 
matter posted in South Africa exceeded expectations, but the support from 
overseas, doubtless owing to the tentative nature of the service, fell far short 
of what was anticipated. . .. The service was discontinued ... chiefly owing 
to the unsuitability of the military machines for commercial work, and to the 
fact that the pilots were being deprived of their military training." (135 ) 

But the So1dh African Philatelist tartly observed: ''The general public does 
not know that were it not for the philatelists the Air Mail would have been an 
absolute fiasco, as far as the loads carried are concerned.'' (136 ) 

IN THE PROTECTORATES 
Postally speaking, Basutoland was a part of Cape Colony when the formation 

of the Union took place; from 1910 on, "Interprovincials" and Union stamps 
fulfilled Basutoland's postal needs until its definitives became available on 
December 1, 1933. (137 ) Similarly, Swaziland was using Transvaal stamps in 
1910; thereafter "Interprovincials" and Union stamps served its postal needs 
until Swaziland's definitives appeared, as of January 2, 1933. (138 ) (Fig. 42) 

Fig. 42. ld. King's He:ul nsetl at Qutl1ing;, Basutoland_, ~lay 21, 1918, :uul 
1 / 1 - I<.ing·'s Head nsetl :at ~lbabane, Sn·:1z i l:nul, A1tril 9, 1!)14. 

It is pertinent to note here, incidentally, that Union King's Heads remained 
on regular sale in Basutoland post offices lon g after th ey had become obsolete 
and were superseded by the Pictorials in post offices of the Union. This inter­
esting information, which will be dealt with more fully later, was first called 
to my notice by Mr. Simenhoff. 

From Messrs. Sydow and Lichtenstein respectively, I also learn that 
the ld. King 's H ead was overprinted in black in two ways: ''SWAZILAND / 
REVENUE / ONLY.'' and ''Basutoland / Revenue / Only.'' 

(131)' Four denominations (ld., :Jd., 6d., and 9d.) printed by Cape Tim es, Ltd., " on a 
baby Mann litho-offse t m ach in e" in sh ee ts of 1 20 (upper and lowe r p anes, 10x6), the con ­
tract pri ce to the- Governm e nt be in g 3/ - per thousand stamps. Remainders officially 
d e stroyed D ec. 5, 1925. Ibi<l., pp. 95-96 . 

(132) A few instances are known (on th e first flight s only) of l etters bearing air-mail 
stamps to cover th e r equired postage b e in g· "a llowPd to pass untaxed." IMcl., p. 97. 

(133) Bilingual, bl ack on orange . Printed in sheets of 50, comprising 10 horizontal 
rows of 5 l a b e ls. Remainders were used during August and S e ptember, 1929. Ibid., p. 101. 

(134) "Official Y ear Book of the U nion ," No . 8, pp. 745-747, 192 5. 
(1 35) Ib id., p , 747. 
(136) Vol. III, p . 57, Jun e, 1925. 
(137) S ee South African Philatelist, V o l. XII, p. 172, Nov., 1926, and Vol. XV, p. 162, 

Nov., 1939; and Kaplan, A.: Th e Prot ectora tes in South Atr ica, Philatelic Chronicle, 
Vol. I, p. 32, F eb., 19 39. 

(1 38 ) Loe. cit. 
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.Adhesives of the Union were never officially valid for postal purposes in 
Bechuanaland Protectorate, although the l d . Union King's H ead was over printed 
in black in two lines "Bechuanaland / Protectorate." (Fig. 43 ) and issued there 
as a revenue stamp in 1922. Dr. Pirie writes me that when some of these over­
printed stamps were used on mail matter, the postal authorities took the 
attitude that they could not deny the validity of the stamps for such usage inas­
much as the word ' ' postage' ' on the stamp had not been obliterated by the 
overprinting. H e says: ' 'A small number were so accepted, used, and passed 
through with out any surcharge. I think it is t rue that most of such usage was 
' philatelic' in character , but still it did occur.'' 

F i g . 43. l d . l i: ing's H e ad o v er11rinte d in 1 H22 f or i ssu e a s a 1·e v e nue st:11n 11 
h 1 B ec11uanal anll Protectorate. 

IN SOUTH WEST AFRICA 
One of th e territory's three harbors, Wal vis (or W alfish ) Bay, 735 miles 

from Capetown by sea, was annexed by Cape Colony in 1878. 'fhe occupat ion of 
the r emainder of South W est Africa by Europeans began about 1885 under a 
char ter granted to the Deid sche K olonial Gesellschaft , cont rol being assum ed by 
the Imperial German Government in 1892. Except for the Walvis Bay enclave, 
the area cont inued under German sovereignty until its sur r ender to Union 
forces under General f_;ouis Botha on July 9, 1915. 

Up to 1893 the sole means of communication with th e outer world was 
through W alvis Bay. and, according to Kohl 's H andbook, wh en the headquarters 
of the German post ·was at Otjimhingwe in 1888-90, " th e carrier service between 
that place and the Briti sh P. 0. at Walfish Bay was th e only postal communica­
tion in th e Protectorate."( 139 ) Presumably, this "British P.O." of Cape Colony 
had a continuous existence from those early days, alth ough the port of " \Valvis 
Bay was never developed and served only as a detached magistracy and poli ce 
post for the protection of British inter ests"( 140 ) unt il Union t r oops wer e landed 
on Christmas Day of 1914 and it became the north ern base of operations in 
prefer ence t o Swakopmund 21 miles farth er to the north. Mr . Sydow has an 
" Interprovincial " cover , bea ring a ld. Edwardi an Transva al stamp cancelled 
at "Walfish Bay, 2cl November 1912,'' and it is likely t hat cancellations were 
applied to Union definitives at this office prior to December 25, 1914. Bnt it 
must be remembered th at th e Walvis Bay enclave, previously a par t of Cape 
Colony. has been an integral pa rt of t he U11io1i since May 31, 1910. (141 ) 

(139) Mu n k, H.: Kohl 's H a n d book , D e utseh-S iithvesta fr ika ( T ra n s lat ion by J . H . 
Harvey P iri e ): Coll e ctors Cltah P hilate list, Vo l. XVI II, p . 232, Jul y, 1939. Repr in ted in 
S outh Afr ic an Phifate li s t, Vol. XVII, p . 43, Apr., 1941, a n d s u cceedi n g issues. 

(140) "Offic ia l Year Book of t h e Un i on ," No. 21, p. 1124, 1940. 
(1 41) By Proclamation No. 145 of 1922 (see G overnm e n t G aze tte, Vol. XLIX, No. 1266, 

p. 444, Se pt . 15, 1922) u n d e r t h e provisions of the South-W es t Afr ica Affa irs Act (No. 24 
of 1922), H .R .H. Prince Arthur of Conna ught, as Gove rnor-Ge neral, fix e d Oct. 1, 1922, 
"as the date from w hi ch th e port and sett l e m e nt of Walvis Bay, w hi ch forms part of t h e 
Prov ince of t h e Cape of Good Hope, s h a ll be a dministe r e d as if i t were part of t h e man­
dated territory of Sou t h-W est Afr ica and as i f t h e inhab ita n ts of t h e sa id port and ~ettle -
1n e n t ':\'e re inhab itants of t h P sa id t e rritory ... " 

Th us , i n t h e "Sup p l e m e n t" to t h e U n ion's n ow cu 1-ren t Post Offi ce G uid es t h e o ffi ce of 
"Walvis Bay" or "Wal visbaa i" co n t inu e s to b e li sted ns in Cap e P rov in ce alth o u g h t h e 
office is a d mi n istered from W indh oe k ; a n d t h e Mandate' s latest census fig u res (1936) 
excluded t h e 2,035 persons t h e n l iv ing withi n t h e 430 sq. m i. area o f t h e "port a nd settl e ­
ment of Walv is Bay." (Con t . p. 116.) 
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Thus, in all probability the first truly South W est Africa cancellations on 
Union Georgians were applied in the Field Post Office at Liideritzbucht, which 
port was captured September 19, 1914. As the campaign progressed, further 
Field Post Offices were established to a total of at least 61 before operation of 
the postal system of the occupied area was taken over by the Union Department 
of Posts and Telegraphs as of August 1, 1915. On September 12, 1919, the 
Union Parliament accepted the "mandate" over South "\Vest Africa (142 ) given 
under the provisions of Article 22 of the Treaty of Versailles, and martial law 
was discontinued on January 1, 1921. 

F i g . 44. U nover1Jrinte d K ing's H e ads u sed in S out lt W est Afrieu , nt Okuh111uljn, 
N o ve1nbe r 28 , 191 0 , at ICeet111an s hoo1J Jul y l H, 1017 , n ntl nt 

Liitle~ i tzbu cl1t , Decentbe r ,4, 1916. 

All current Union Georgian stamps were officially valid for postal purposes 
in South West Africa up to January 31, 1923, (Fig. 44) although the issuance of 
bilingually over printed Union K ing's Heads commenced on January 1 of that 
year . I nstances are known where unoverprinted stamps of the lower denomina­
t ions passed through the mails without tax during February and also, though 
very rarely, during March. Mr. Simenhoff, in his comprehensive survey of the 
postal history of the territory from 1914 to the appearance of the overprinted 
''provisionals, '' ( 143 ) t races how captured German cancelling dies, in their original 
condition, or after alteration by the deletion of one or more characters, were 
freq1rnntly used on Union adhesives (Fig. 45). 

F i g ·. 45. U 110 '\'e r11riu ted li.J n;;"'s He:uls u setl in Soutl1 "\.Vest Afri c:t :1t s ,,,a k opnnnul , July '1, 
1 92 0. Cance11 e tl ''' itl1 alteretl Ger rnan die f ront n 1l1i c l1 d e 'let ious li:ul been n1ad e a s fo ll o ,vs : 
"' VINDHOE K " fro111 "SWA li:. OP'l\·f UND-WINDHOE IC," "B A H N" fro1n ltefore "PO ST," t h e 

Ger1nan 1uont l1 front b e f o r e "3 P. 1\f. ," a nd "D EUTSCJI SUDWESr.r AFRIKA." 
front t11e b a se o f t l1 e ov:a 1. 

All values of the Union King's Heads (except the 1V2 d. , 21/zd., and 3d. black 
and orange-red ) were overprinted in black, alternate stamps of sheets of the 
(141 Cont.) Walvis Bay expe ri e n ced c onsid e rabl e d e v e lopm e nt following its occupation b y 
U nion forc es in 1914, a nd la te r this l ed to th e c l os ing of th e n e ig hbor ing h a rb or of Swakop­
mund as a port. Acc ording to th e la t e st " Offic ia l Y ear Book of the Un io n '" (No. 21 , p. 1125, 
1940) , "a whaling station w as e r ect ed a t Wal v is Bay in 1916 and w as u sed as a fac tory 
until 19 30, wh e n, owing to the migration of t h e w h a l es, wha ling ope r a tions ceas e d. '" Up 
to th e outbreak of th e present w a r , however, it continu ed to b e u sed as a r e pair d e pot by 
the I nteressen tsk apet, a g r oup of Norw eg ia n whaling compa ni es. At pre s e nt th e port 
faciliti e s a t Walvis Bay a r e r e ported to b e pl ay ing an ac tive p a rt in a ll ev ia ting th e sev ere 
congestion of wartim e shipping in Cap e town h ar bo r. 

(142) A c t 49 of 1919 . 
(143) Sime nhoff, L . : The 'Occ upa tion a l ' Postmarks of th e Manda t ed T errito r y of South­

w est Africa, South Afr ican P l1ila telist, Vol. XIV, p. 1 32, S e pt. , 19 38 a nd s u cceeding issues. 
See a l so M a ll e t-Veal e, H.: " South-West Afri ca,'" pp. 2 8-43 . Harris Publi cations, Ltd., 
London, 1928. 
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original overprintings bearing tbe words ''South W est / Africa.'' and '' Zuid­
West / Afrika." In further overprintings, made later in 1923 and during 
1924, '' Zuid-West'' appeared as '' Zuidwest, '' and several alterations were made 
in the spacings of the words and between the lines of the overprint. (e .g. See 
Fig. 21). In 1927, the 2d. was overprinted for official use (Fig. 46 ), and, 
finally, in 1927-30, the initials '' S. W. A.'' were overprinted upon all stamps of 

F ig ·. 4H. 'l,be 2d . o,·er1•rint·e d for oJlicinl u se in South '\-Vest Africn. 

1/ 3 and £1 sheets. 'l'b e '' S. W. A. '' overprint, l\'Ir. Simenhoff informs me, was 
adopted as being '' more economical '' since these initials stood for the name of the 
Mandate in either of the two official languages. 

OTHER MISCELLANEOUS USAGES OF THE 
DE LA RUE GEORGIANS 

1. 'l'ELEGRAPHIC: As unoverprinted stamps all denominations were 
valid for franking telegrams and cables and for other fiscal purposes. It has 
been wrongly asserted that the £1 could have performed no postal duty save to 
frank ' ' philatelic mail. '' 'l' rue, the limits of weight imposed by the regulations 
for ''parcels'' to any part of the world and for overseas '' letters'' precluded the 
mailing of an item r equiring £1 of postage, but on inland " letters" the only 
limitations were their dimensions. Thus heavy valuable packages containing 
diamonds, specie, securities, machine parts, and so on, r equiring £1 or more of 
postage, were forwarded occasionally as ''inland letters. '' ( 144 ) 

The majority of used specimens of the £1, and also of the 10/ -, however, 
resulted from other than postal usage. According to Mr. Reynolds, (145 ) tele­
graphic cancellations may be r ecognized in one of six ways: (a) circle with 
numeral in center , the latter being the counter clerk's number (Fig. 47 ) ; (b ) 

I 
F i g·. 4 7. Teleg..-n1•hic c nn cellution s, counter c l e t·k 's nu1ub e 1·s. 

dated mark showing "C. T. 0 .," representing Central Telegraph Office, used at 

(144) Mr. S im e nhoff writes m e that h e h as seen a postal p ack age from South W es t 
Africa, a ddre ss ed to a Capetown bank, bear in g over £4 of stamps to cover postal c harges. 

(145) Reynolds, G . W.: N otes on Used High Valu es a nd T e legraphic Cance ll ations, 
South African Philate li s t , Vol. I, p. 95, Aug, 1923. 
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larger offices (Fig. 48 ) ; (c) dated mark showing "Controller," rare; (d ) small 
numerals, being the consecutive number of the telegram as handed in ; ( e) five­
pointed star punched through, on cables; (f) small hole perforations, part of a 
pattern spelling the word "perforation. " It may be added that violet cancel­
lations were sometimes placed on parcels, and hence markings in that color do 
not necessarily denote fiscal usage. ( 146 ) 

Fig·. 4 8 . Telegrn1>l1ic cnncellatious, of lnrger offices, tile "C. T. 0." 
re1>rese11ting Centrnl 'l'elegruplt Office. 

2. CUSTOMS DUTY: The following denominations were overprinted 
''CUSTOMS / DUTY' ' in black: 1;2d., ld. , 2d., 3d. black and orange-red, 3d. blue 
and blue, 4d., 6d, (two shades), and 1/ -. The same overprint was also applied in 
red to the 3d. black and orange-red and the 6d. 

3. l/2d. KING'S HEAD AS A POS'fAGE DUE LABEL: Postal regula­
tions provided that insufficiently prepaid letters were ''chargeable on delivery 
with double the deficiency.'' Upon the increase in the inland letter rate from ld. 
to 11;2d. as of May 10, 1920, however, the public was allowed ten days of grace, 
during which only the actual deficiency was collected. (147 ) This decision brought 
about an unprecedented demand for 1;2d. postage due labels and, when stocks 
became temporarily exhausted at Johannesburg and at Three Anchor Bay, Cape, 
ordinary 1;2d. King's Head postage stamps were used instead. Such usage can 
be identified only when on cover, the 1;2d. ''provisional postage due'' stamp ·being 
ordinari ly in a corner of the cover other than that bearing the stamp or stamps 
with which the cover was originally franked. 

4. UNOFFICIAL "SPLITS": When the above-mentioned increase in the 
inland letter rate took place, the required postage had to be made up by use of 
one or more l/2d. stamps until the 11;2d. denomination became available on August 
23, 1920. During the interim, letters passed through the post bearing a whole 
ld. stamp and half of another (bisected horizontally, vertically, or diagonally) 
(Fig. 49 ). These instances occurred principally at Durban . Such usage was 
unauthorized, although some of the letters were delivered without the collection 
of a surcharge fee. (148 ) Mr. Rich notes that bisects of the ld. were likewise 
accepted at Newcastle, Natal, and at Devon, Transvaal, where diagonally split 
halves of the 6d. also got by. Messrs. Simenhoff and Sydow have in their col­
lections evidence that bisects of 3d. black and orange-red went through at 
Capetown. 

THE DECLINE OF THE FIRST NATIONAL ISSUE 
An early appearance of the new Pictorial I ssue was confidently forecast 

in 1921 by the editor of the Quarterly R eview of Philately, (149 ) and in the fol­
lowing year the Government held a ''Competition for Designs for New Postage 
Stamps," (150 ) as a result of which it awarded nine prizes: three to Waterlow 
and Sons, three to De La Rue, two to Bradbury, Wilkinson, and one to a South 

(146) Mall et -Veal e, H. : Viol et Cancellations on British Africa n Stamps, South African 
Philatelist, Vol. III, p. 69, July, 19 25, and p. 82, Aug., 1925. 

(147) Controll e r of Posts' Circular No. 36, dated May 12, 1920 a s quoted by Ritchi e, J.: 
op. cit., p. 1 7. 

(148) Mill e r, M.: Bisec ts, American Philatelist, Vol. XLIII, p. 233, Feb., 19 30. 
(149) Vol. I, p. 9, Sept. 15, 1921. 
(150) Government Notice No. 1060, dated Jul y 4, 1922: Government Gnzett .. , Vol. XLIX, 

No. 1 247 , p. 14, Jul y 7, 1922. 
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African entrant, Mr. W. Johnston of Bloemfontein. ( 151 ) Nevertheless, as 
already recorded , the first of the King's Heads to pass away-the 21/2d. and 
the 3d. black and orange-red-succumbed late in 1922 from '' natural causes'' 
incident to changes in postal rates, rather than to open hints that their design 
was antiquated. 

Up to May of 1923 everything continued to point toward an early emission 
of new stamps, (152 ) but a month later the editor of tbe So1dh African Philatelist 
learned that plans were ''suspended for at least six months, and an indent has 
been sent to London for several values of the existing issue, which are running 
short." (153 ) To some extent the delay of the Pictorials was influenced by a 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL, 
P .O . Box saa. DURBAN. 
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F ig. 49. Some unofll c iul "s1>lits" fro m the album s of S . G• Rlc l1. 

desire that they be printed in South Africa, and to do so would have required 
completion of the proposed enlargement of the Government Printing Works at 
Pretoria. (154 ) In 1924, however, a decision was r eached to proceed with their 
production overseas, and the details of the ''tenders'' became public in the 
South African Philatelist's September issue. (1G5) 

(151) Government Noti ce No. 1787, d a t e d Oct. 31, 1922: G<n"e r11111t"11t G azette . Vol. L, 
No. 1273, p. 19 3, Nov. 3, 1922. 

(152) Soutlt African Phllate li,.t. Vol. I, p. 47, May, 1923. 
(153) Ibitl., Vol. I , p. 62, Jun e, 1923. 
(154) In one of th e d e b a t es on this proposa l in the U ni on Parli ament a statement by 

the Ministe r of Lands yie ld ed t h e inte r es ting informati on that th e King's H eads w e r e 
cos ting th e Government only 7d. p e r thousand. Phihltelic !Uagazine, No. 84, p . 473, S e pt. 
23, 1922 . 

(155) Vol. II, p. 103, Se pt., 1924. 
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The first thr ee denominations of the Pictorials to appear-W aterlow 's lf2d. 
and ld. , and Bradbury, Wilkinson's 4d. "triangulars"-went on sale January 
1, 1926, coincident with a reduction of the inland letter rate from 2d. to ld. A 
fourth denomination, Waterlow's 6d., soon followed on May 1. The new stamps 
were not immediately available in many offices and the postal authorities were 
thrifty enough to continue to sell existing stocks of corresponding King's Head 
values as long as they lasted, but these dates marked the beginning of obsole­
scence for the :Y2d., ld., 4d., and 6d. De La Rue Georgians. 

Similarly, in March, 1927, Bradbury, Wilkinson's "oblong" 2d., 3d. , 1/ -, 
2/ 6, 5/ -, and 10/ - officially superseded th e corresponding values of the King's 
Heads; and in 1928, just when is not clear, that firm's 4d. ''oblong'' appeared to 
terminate the career of the ill-starred '' triangulars. '' These three-sided im­
perforates had turned out to be so unpopular that late in 1927 the 4d. King's 
H eads had been restored to ''sale at the Johannesburg Post Office although the 
triangulars may still be had on request." (156) 

Data are scanty as to when the King's H eads held in Union offices were ex­
hausted. We do know that months before the 2d. and 3d. ''oblongs'' appeared, 
sheets of the 2d. were ''unobtainable at a number of larger post offices, only 
rolls being on sale. 'fhe 3d. King's Head has gone .... "(157 ) But we also 
know that as late as 1928 the Postmaster General r eported that stocks of the 
1/ 3 and £1 would continue to be sold and "the Department still holds a very large 
supp ly of 1/ 3 stamps.'' (158) 

Mention has previously been made of the fact that the King's H eads could 
be purchased in Basutoland post offices long after they were unobtainable in 
most Union offices, and Mr. Lichtenstein writes me that ''large quantities were 
purposely put away in Basutoland when the Pictorials were introduced in the 
Union.'' The r easons behind this action were political in their nature and may 
be traced to 1868 wh en the Basutos came under the protection of the Imperial 
Government as British subjects after years of endless conflict against the 
neighboring Boers in the Orange Free State Republic. 

Jn the early 1920 's the first steps were being taken which were to lead to the 
Statute of \Vestminster making the Union of South Africa a nd other dominions 
"sister-states" of th e British Commonwealth of Nations, and the situation in 
Basutoland was briefly as follows: Within a mountainous area with peaks 
rising over 10,000 feet, in size somewhat less than Maryland, lived about a half 
million natives and less than 1,700 whites, all of the latter being Government 
officials, missionaries, labor agents, or traders in concession stores. 'fhere were 
no white ''settlers'' and no tenure of land or fixed property; the natives were 
apportioned their grazing lands by their chiefs on a communal system. As Mr. 
Li chtenstein puts it, the territory was ''run by the blacks for the blacks'' under 
the direction of the High Commissioner( 159 ) rath er than under the direction of 
the Union Government. To show the Basutos that they were sti ll under protection 
of the King· and had nothing to fear from the Boer-Nationalist Ministry of 
General J. B. M. H ertzog, which ca me into pmver in 1924 in the Un ion, stamps 
displaying the Sovereign's portrait were reserved for sale in Basutoland. 

At that time Mr. Lichtenstein resided within some 20 miles of the Basutoland 
border, and he r ecalls that he was able to send into the Protectorate and obtain 
mint King's H eads of some denominations up to within a year or so prior to the 
appearance of Basutoland definitives in 1933. H ence, many of the King's H eads 
spent their declining years in scenic surroundings which have been called the 
''Switzerland of South Africa.' ' 

(156) South Af,.ic:rn Pl1ilntelist, Vol. V, p. 111, Oct., 1927. 
(157) Jbi1l., Vol. IV, p. 57 , Jul y , 1926. 
(158) ll1id., Vol. V, p. 14 5, Jan .. 192 8. 
(159) From 1910 to 19 30 th e offi ce of High Commi s sio n e r for South Afri c a w a s v ested, 

by s e p a rate c ommiss io n, in th e su cce s s ive Gove rnors -Ge n e r a l of th e Union of South Afri ca. 
In 1930 th e office w as m a d e distin c t from tha t of th e Gov e rnor-Gen e r a l, and in J anuary, 
1935 , t h e titl e of High Commi s sion e r for S outh Afri ca was c h a nged to His Maj esty 's High 
Commiss ion e r for B a sutola nd, th e B echuanal a nd Protectorate , and Swaziland. 
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But it must be remembered that no denominations of the issue were ever 
actually ''withdrawn from sale,'' and there are those who maintain that well 
along in the middle 1930's a casual inquiry made at an outlying Union post 
office sometimes revealed the last stand of a few rugged and sturdy £1 King's 
Heads. To these people it seems indisputable that the De La Rue Georgian 
most pompous of face became the lat of its honorable line which even today has 
yet to experience the humiliation of being demonetized. 
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Canadian Inspection Stamps 
By PROF. R. DEL. FRENCH, 

McGill University 

Proceeds from taxes collected by revenue stamps most commonly go into the 
country's general budget. Seldom are they earmarked for a special purpose. 
For example, both Canada and the United States collect large sums each year 
from stamp taxes on tobacco products. Is this money used exclusively for 
assuring the quality of our cigarettes, for introducing better varieties of tobacco, 
for improving the lot of the tobacco worker ? Certainly not; most of it goes to 
help pay the general costs of government. Relatively small expenditures directly 
benefiting the tobacco industry may be carried by t)Jis tax, but, from the point of 
view of the tobacco grower, manufacturer or user, most of the income from it is 
net profit to the government. 

Occasionally, a stamp tax is imposed upon a particular product or business 
to pay for policing it. Such, for example, I understand to be the reason for the 
United States stamp tax on narcotics. Here is a necessary product subject to 
abuse. To pay for controlling its use in the public interest, a tax is imposed 
upon it, the proceeds of which pay for this control. 

Of late, governments both local and national have been inter esting them­
selves more and more in safeguarding the health and economic welfare of their 
citizens by one form or another of inspection service. Fees for such inspections 
are frequently collected by means of stamps affixed to the article inspected, to its 
container or to a certificate of inspection. In the United States such inspections 
paid for by stamps appear to be matters falling within the authority of the 
several states. The earliest dates from about 1890, though the movement really 
got under way only about 1910. A wide range of products must now be in­
spected, though no state covers all of them-bedding, dried milk, eggs, feeds, 
fertilizers, fruit, gasoline, insecticides, kerosene, lard substitutes, laundries, 
liquors, oleomargarine, paint, sea foods, soft drinks and veterinary medicines. 

In Canada the field of stamp-tax inspection is more limited and in it onJY 
the federal government is concerned. Here the inspection of any measuring 
device used for the sale of any product except water is required. Why water 
meters are excepted I do not know. Perhaps water is too cheap to bother with. 
The Department of Trade and Commerce maintains laboratories in Canada's 
principal cities where it tests electric meters, gas meters and weights and mea­
sures and carries out tests of the quality of electric service and public gas 
supplies. 

Its fees have always been collected by means of stamps affixed to the cer­
tificates of approval. These stamps are favourites with collectors because they 
are large and fine examples of steel engraving and because in general they are 
not difficult to get. The requirement of periodic reinspection and the consequent 
voiding of old certificates means a constant addition to existing stocks in the 
hands of collectors and dealers. However, there are enough minor varieties and 
errors to add spice to the chase. I doubt if there is one really complete collection 
of these stamps in existence. 

If you decide to collect these stamps, see to it that you do not accept mint 
copies, as their possession by anyone except the proper authorities is illegal. 
While Canadian law does not, of course, touch foreign collectors, your unused 
copies may be traced to their source, and then the responsible officer of the 
Department is in for severe discipline. 
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ELECTRICITY INSPECTION 

Authority for this inspection is conferred by 58-59 Victoria, Chapter 39, 
assented to July 23, 1894. Section 27 instructs the Governor-General-in-Coun­
cil to fix the fees to be charged and to provide for stamps for their collection, 
which was done on May 28, 1895, as follows: 

Meter capacity, Fee 
Meter capacity, Fee 

amperes. amperes. 

Under 10 $0. 75 46 - 60 $ 2. 7 5 

11-20 1.25 61- 80 3.00 

21-30 1. 7 5 81-100 3.50 

31-45 2.25 Each 20 amps. 
additional. .5 0 

Illuminating power ........ . ..... . .. $0 . 7 5 
Voltage at premises . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.50 
Insulation test ..................... 1.50 

This Act was amended in 1901, 1903 and 1907. It became Chapter 55 of th(' 
Revised Statutes of Canada in 1927, and was amended again in 1928. The cur­
rent schedule of fees , adopted on December 1, 1923, is as follows : 

"FOR METERS VERIFIED AT REGULAR TESTING PLACES: ­
"CLASS 1. Ampere-hour meters of any type or capacity for use 
"on ci r cuits of any voltage, and two-wire watt-hour meters of 
"any capacity, for use on c ircuits not exceeding 250 volts .......... $0.60 

"CLASS 2. Three-wire direct current or three-wire single phase 
"watt-hour meters of any capacity, for use on circuits not ex­
"ceeding 250 volts between outers, and polyphase meters of any 
"capacity for circuits with a maximum potential not exceeding 
"250 volts . .. ............ . .............. . . . ....... . . . . ... . 0 .75 

"CLASS 3. Meters simila.r to Classes 1 and 2 but for potentials 
"exceeding 250 volts but not exceeding 650 volts ............. 1.50 

"CLASS 4. Meters similar to Classes 1, 2 and 3 but for potentials 
"exceeding 650 volts, and meters when tested with either current 
"or potential transformers, or both . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.00 

"FOR METERS VERIFIED IN SITU: -
"Meters may at the request of either the purchaser or contractor be 
"tested in situ at an additional fee of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00" 

The first series of stamps appeared in 1895 (Type I ). They were engraved 
and printed in carmine or Yermilion by the American Bank Note Co., Ottawa, 
and perforated 12. The blue serial control numbers are about 31/z mm. tall on 
an unlined tablet (" white tablet" ) . Denominations are 25c, 50c, $1, $2, $3, $5 
and $10. A single certificate only is given for a lot of metei·s belong·ing to the 
same owner and tested at the same time, which accounts for the high denomina­
tions. This is the usual practice for all inspections- electricity, gas or weights 
and measures. 

The only minor variety known is the $10 perforated horizontally and im­
perforate vertically, not a great rarity. 

The second series appeared in 1900. Designs Yary, but all are similar to 
Type II, incorporating the portrait of la Canadienne crowned with a chaplet 
of electric lamps. These stamps, too, were engraved by the American Bank 
Note Co., Ottawa, and printed on two kinds of wove paper; thin, hard and 
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transparent, or thick and soft. The perforation is 12, and the serial control 
numbers are about 4 mm. tall, printed in blue, purple or black. The tablet 
under the control number is horizontally lined in the 25c and 50c denomina­
tions; in the others, it is blank. 

Paper --+ Thin transparent. Thick soft. 

Control Nos. --+ Blue Purple Black Blue Purple Black 
A B c D E F 

25c Carmine x 

25c Vermilion x x 

50c Vermilion x x 

60c Vermilion x x 

7 5c Vermilion x x x 

$1 Vermilion x x 

$2 Vermilion x x 

3 Vermilion x x x x 

$5 Vermilion x x 

$10 Vermilion x x x 

GAS INSPECTION 

The first act r elating to the inspection of gas and gas meters was 36 Vic­
toria, Chapter 48, assented to lVIay 23, 1873, Section 35 of which instructs the 
Governor-General-in-Council to fix fees and to provide for stamps. Appar­
ently no action was taken under this Act, though I cannot say why, for 38 
Victoria, Chapter 37, assented to April 8, 1875, repeats th e stipulations. The 
following fees were set as of February 11, 1876: 
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Meter capacity, 
Fee 

Meter capacity, 

lights. lights. 

Under 5 $0 .50 51- 60 

6-10 . 75 61- 80 

11-20 1.00 81-100 

21-30 1.50 Each 20 lights 
additional. 

31-50 2.00 

Illuminating power ................ $ 
Av. ill. power during month ...... . . . . 
Ill. power at request of consumer . . .. . 
Hydrogen sulphide (H2S) .......... . 
Ammonia (NH3 ) ... ........... .. . . 
Sulphur (S) ................. .. .. . 
Av. NH3 and S during month ........ . 
Requisition for any test ........... . . 

Fee 

$2.50 

3. 00 
6.00 
4.00 
1.50 
3.00 
4 .00 

10 .00 
.25 

3.50 

4.50 

.80 

These acts were amended in 1876, 1884, 1885, 1889, 1890, 1900, 1901, 1910 
and 1921, and finally consolidated as Chapter 82 of the Revised Statutes of 
Canada in 1927. 

The current schedule of fees for gas inspections was adopted on July 1, 
1937, and is as follows: 

"FEES FOR VERIFICATION OF GAS METERS: -

"Class 

1 
2 
3 

Capacity in cubic feet per hour 
at 1h inch diffe r ential 

O to 1000 
1001 to 2000 
2001 to 30 00 

For every additional 1 ,000 cubic 
feet or part thereof 

Fee 

$0.60 
1.00 
2.00 

1.00 

"FEES FOR THE VERIFICATION OF PROPORTIONAL METERS:-

"Each proportional meter, the owner in addition to pay 
"freight charges on testing apparatus a nd the travelling 
"expenses of the Inspector and to make the necessary 
"connections 10.00 

"FEES FOR THE TESTING OF CALORIFIC POWER: -

"Each test of calorific power, regular or s pecia l $2.50 

"FEES FOR THE TESTING OF PURITY: -

"Each test for sulphuretted hydrogen made on requ est 1.00" 

The date of issu e of the first series of stamps (Type III ) is given as 1875. 
If this be true, they cannot have been of much use, seeing that the schedule of 
fees was not adopted until ten months later. Perhaps 1875 is the date of 
preparation by the American Bank Note Co., Ottawa. It is easy to see where 
this company got its inspiration for the first electric light inspection stamps. 
The perforation is 12, and all denominations are blue. The serial control num­
bers are always red, and come in three sizes-3%mm., 41/2mm. or 9mm. tall, 
on an unlined tablet; their rarity is in that order. I know of no minor varieties. 
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Control N u mbers 

31h mm. 41h mm. 9 mm. 
A B c 

5c x x 

25c x x x 

50c x x x 

$1 x x x 

$1.50 x x 

$2 x x 

$3 x x 

$4 x x 

$10 x x 

The 1897 gas inspection stamps (Type IV ) are, I think, the loveliest of our 
revenues. The denominations are all different, but each has for its central 
feature the head of the young Queen Victoria, like that on the 1897 J ubilee 
postage stamps. Quite possibly it is from the same die, so we might call these 
"Jubilee revenues." The elaborate engine-turned and fioriated backgrounds 
will repay study under the glass. As examples of the engraver's art, these 
stamps can hardly be surpassed. 

'l'y u e I II. 'J 'y JH~ I V. 

Engraved and printed in blue by the American Bank Note Co., Ottawa, they 
are normally perforated 12, though the 60c exists rouletted. In the 60c, 75c, $2 
and $10 denominations, the tablet under the serial control numbers is blank, 
in the other denominations it is horizontally lined. Only one size-4mm. tall­
of these numbers is known, but they may be red, blue or purple. 
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Control Nos. and Separation 

Red Blue Purple 

Perf. Roul. Perf. Perf. 
A B c D 

5c x 

25c x 

50c x 

60c x x 

75c x 

$1 x 

$1.50 x 

$2 x x x 

$ 4 x x x 

$10 x x x 

Used ( n copies of the 25c and 75c without control numbers are reported. 
However, I regard all inspection stamps without control numbers as either 
proofs or unfinished stamps. 'l'rue, I have seen them stamped "CANCELLED" 
with a rubber stamp, but I have never seen one with the r egular dated hand­
written or stamped cancellation. 

Ty1>e V . 'l'yp e VI. 

To complete the list of gas inspection stamps, we have 'fype V, engraved 
and printed in blue by the American Bank Note Co., Ottawa, and perforated 
12, with 4 mm. serial control numbers on a blank tablet in red, blue or purple. 
Three dollars is a new denomination and the portrait is of King George V, who 
had already been on the throne for five years. Perhaps it was the beginning of 
a new series. If so, the series never got very far , for this is the only stamp 
in it. However, along with the 1897 series, it carried on until 1930, when all 
electricity inspection and gas inspection stamps were superseded by a joint 
series for both purposes. 
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ELECTRICITY AND GAS INSPECTION 
Th ese are the current stamps (Type VI), engraved and printed by the 

British American Bank Note Co., Ottawa, in vermilion or blue and perforated 
12. Th e serial control numbers are blue, about 4 mm. tall, on a blank tablet. 
I am told that the vermilion stamps are used for electricity inspections and the 
blue ones for gas inspections. This follows the established colour scheme. The 
range of denominations is somewhat limited. Perhaps others will appear to 
bring the length of the series up to that of its predecessors, though I think this 
is unlikely, as any new stamps should show the portrait of King George VI. 

Colour 

Blue Vermilion 
A B 

50c x 
60c x x 
75c x 

$1 x 
$2 x x 
$3 x 
10 x x 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES INSPECTION 
A chapter (47 ) of 36 Victoria, assented to May 23, 1873, the act which 

established the gas inspection service, also set up that for weights and measures. 
Schedule C of an Order-in-Council of July 26, 1875 fixes the following scale of 
fees for the testing of weights. Fees were also set for the testing of weights 
which it was forbidden to use after July 1, 1878, e.g., 56 pounds or one-half 
( long ) hundredweight. 

Avoirdupois Troy 

Fee 
Fee 

Weight Bronze Iron Cased Weight Bronze 

50 lbs. $0.25 $0.25 $0.30 500 ozs. $0.50 
30 .20 .20 .25 300 .40 
20 .20 .20 .25 200 .35 
10 .15 .15 .20 100 .3 0 

5 .10 .10 .15 50 .25 
3 .05 .10 .15 30 .20 
2 .05 .10 .15 20 .20 
1 .05 .10 .15 10 .20 
8 ozs. .05 5 .15 
4 .05 3 .10 
2 .05 2 .10 
1 .05 1 .10 
8 drs . .05 0.5 .10 
4 .05 0.3 .10 
2 .05 0.1 .10 
1 .05 0.05 .10 

1h .05 0.005 .10 
0.003 .10 

50 to 1 lb . 1. 00 0.001 .10 
8 oz. to 1h dr. .40 500 to 1 oz. 62.50 

1000 to 0.01 gr. 1.00 0.5 to 0.001 oz. 1.00 
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Schedule K sets the following fees for measures : 

Fee 

Length Metal Wood 

10 ft. $0.30 $0.20 
6 .25 . 20 
5 .25 .20 
3 .20 .10 
2 .05 .05 
11h .10 .05 
1 .05 .05 

1h .05 .05 

100 ft. tape 1.00 
66 1.00 
50 . 7 5 
33 . 75 

The original act was amended in 1875, 1879, 1884, 1885, 1898, 1903, 1914 and 
1919, and was incorporated in the Revised Statutes of Canada in 1927. These 
were revised in 1935 and 1937. 

The present scale of inspection fees is much too involved to transcribe here. 
It covers the inspection of practically every kind of scales-ordinary beam 
balances, computing, automatic, totalizing, recording, coin-operated, etc.-and 
their weights-avoirdupois, troy or metric. Gasoline pumps and tank trucks 
are inspected, as are measuring faucets , dry and liquid measures, milk and oil 
cans and milk bottles. Measures of length-- steel or wooden rules, tapes, 
mechanical measures and the like-also come underc the Order-in-Council of 
February 13, 1929. 

• 

The first series of stamps, issued in 1876, is similar to Type VII, except 
that it has the 414 mm. red serial control number impressed across the top of 
the stamp, the central tablet being left blank. In the second series (1876-1878), 
the serial control numbers are either 3% or 4V2 mm. tall, and are impressed in 
red, blue or black on the tablet where they belong. Both series were engraved 
and printed by the British American Bank Note Co., Ottawa, and perforated 12. 
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Control Numbers 

At top Across Center 

4% mm. 41h mm. 3% mm . 

Red Red Red Blue Black 

A B c D E 

No. Val. Red x 
le Blue x 
le Black x x 
2c Blue x 
2c Black x x 
5c Black x x x 

lOc Black x x x 
15c Black x x x 
20c Black x x x 
25c Black x 
30c Black x x x x 
50c Black x x x x 
$1 Black x x x x 
1.50 Black x x x 
$2 Black x x x 

I do not know for what the red "no value" was used. Most copies one 
sees are mint, but I have a specimen with the regular dated and hand-written 
cancellation, so I do not believe the stamp is a proof, though it may be. Forging 
a manuscript cancellation is easy, but my copy appears to have been cancelled 
at about the period when one would expect it to have been used-the ink and 
style of hand-writing are of the period. 

Another oddity is the black le with a blue Gothic control number about 
7 mm. tall. I have never seen a used copy, and am inclined to think that this is 
perhaps the result of some experiments with a numbering machine which was 
not adopted. 

Ty11e VIII. 

The 1897 series (Type VIII) carries out the "Jubilee" idea. The young 
Queen appears on the corresponding gas inspection stamps, and here on the 
weights and measures we have her as she appeared after sixty years on the 
throne. The portrait is similar to that on the Jubilee postage stamps, but a 
trifle larger and more elaborate. These stamps were engraved and printed in 
black by the American Bank Note Co., Ottawa, and are perforated 12. The 
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serial control numbers are about 4 mm. tall, in red, blue or purple, on a tablet 
with engine-turned background; the $1.50 also occurs with a white tablet. 

Control Numbers 

Red Blue Purple 
A B c 

5c x x x 
lOc x x x 
15c x x x 
20c x 
30c x x x 
50c x x 
75c x x x 
$1 x x x 

$1.50 x 
$1.50* x x x 

$2 x x x 

* White tablet. 
'l'h e $1 denomination is known with large Goth1:c control number 111 blue; 

see remarks at the foot of the table on page 131. 

Ty1>e X . Tyt1e XII. 

A demand for higher denom inations was met by the JSSne m 1906 of $5 
and $10 stamps similar to Type IX. These were engraved and printed in 
black, sometimes in brown-black, by the American Bank Note Co., Ottawa, and 
perforated 12. Th e serial control numbers are about 4 mm. tall, and come in 
red, blue or purple on the $5, and in red and blue only on the $10, so there are 
five varieties in a ll. Incidentally, these are the only Canadian r evenue stamps 
of any kind to bear the portrait of King Edward VII. 

In 1915 a start was made on a series with the portrait of King George V, 
but only two values, 20c and $2, T~rpes X and XI. ever appeared. These stamps 
were also engraved and printed in black by the American Bank Note Co., Ottawa, 
and perforated 12. 'l'h e serial control numbers are about 4 mm. tall, and 
occur in red, blue or purple, so there are six varieties. The 20c with red con­
trol number is scarce. 

Type XII was engraved and printed in black in 1930, by the British 
American Bank Note Co. , Ottawa, and perforated 12. This is the current 
series. The blue serial control numbers are about 4 mm. tall, and the denomi­
nations are 5c, lOc, 15c, 20c, 30c, 50c, $1, $1.50, $2, $5 and $10. 

And so ends the summary of the Canadian inspection stampt>. 
(Finis.) 
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TRANSLATIONS FROM 

KOHL'S HANDBo°K 
q]!L Vr. flerhert 9'r!unk 

The translations appearing und er this h eading are all originals prepared under the 
auspices of the Collectors Club, who hold the copyright for the English translations and 
who reserve all rights for r e publicat ion. Suggestions for future translations are always 
welcome as well a s criticisms on any of the translations that may appear. 

Copyright 1942 by the Collectors Club. 

HAWAII 
Hawaiian Islands (Sandwich Islands) 

(Continu ed from Vol. XXI, No. 1, Page 63.) 

Translated by HENRY A. MEYER. 

THE BANK NOTE COMPANIES ISSUES 
1. National Bank Note Co. 

1864 ( June, possibly May). Fig. 7. Steel engraving, plate and recess printing by 
the National Bank Note Co., in New York. Thin paper at first, then thicker. 
Perf. 1 2. (Reprints have been made). 

14 31 ELUA (2) KENETA red vermilion (shades) 1.50 2.00 
Fz Imperf orate 

Diagonal bisects exist . 

Printings During Use 
New York Dates: Quantity ol 

Ordered 
Jan. 23, '64 
April 26, '65 
May 30, '66 
April 13, '68 
Sept . 9, '69 
June 6, '71 

Delivered 
April 2, '64 
Aug. 31, '65 
Aug. 16, '66 
June 16 , '68 
Nov. 17, '69 
Aug. 8, '71 

Stamps 

250 ,000 
100,000 
300,000 
330,000 
555 ,000 
600 ,000 

Reprintings 
New York Dates: Quantity of 

Stamps 
Ordered 
Feb. 5 , '75 
Dec. 12 , '86 
Dec. 16 , '87 
May 3, '90 

Delivered 
Mar. 17, '75 
Mar . . 3, '87 
June 19, '88 
Sept. 17 , '90 

25,000 
50,000 
12,500 
62,500 

(Translator 's Interpolation: additional material which could be included 
in this instalment as interpolations and footnotes has been held over for a final 
addendum). 
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History of the issue: Printings: Postmaster General ICalalaua transmitted 
on Nov. 4, 1863 to former postmaster Clark, who had been in New York since 
the middle of 1863, the commission to have a new 2 cent stamp prepared for the 
Hawaiian postal administration. The stocks of the current 2 cent stamps were 
almost exhausted. The stamps were to be delivered perforated, from the start, 
if the cost were not excessive. A copy of the 10 cent stamp of Nova Scotia was 
attached to the letter as a model to be copied in design and color. With this a 
portrait of King Kamehameha IV was included for the medallion, since his 
likeness on the 2 cent stamp, No. 9, had not been satisfactory. From a later 
letter of Mr. \Vm. G. Irwin, then employed by the postal administration at 
Honolulu, to J. B. Moens, it appears that the suggestion for both these models 
originated with him. 

The contract was entrusted by Mr. Clark to the National Bank Note Co. 
of New York on J an . 21. 1864. This occurred when Kamehameha IV had already 
died (See page 256, Oct. 1941 ). 'l'he printers turned over the stamps to the New 
York agency of the Ila waiian postal administration on April 2, 1864, in the 
specified quantity of 250,000 copies. These were sent to H onolulu by this 
agency. 'l'he stamps were put into use as early as May according to Moens, but 
according to the letter of Mr. Irwin previously quoted, only in June 1864. 

Originally the plate was to have been sent to Hawaii along with the first 
printing of stamps. As a result of a change in plans, it remained in the printing 
works. In fact, as early as April 26, 1865, a second printing, this time of only 
100,000 stamps, was made, along with the first printing of the 5 cent stamp, No. 
19, which carried the portrait of Kamehameha V. Both lots were delivered by 
the New York printers on Aug. 31, 1865. For unknown reasons, shipment of 
them took so long that they did not reach Honolulu until next April or May 
(1866). The printings of No. 14 were repeated up to and into 1871 at substan­
tially regular intervals and in increasing quantity each time. A pause of several 
years then occurred. 

A printing of 2 cent stamps was again ordered on Oct. 4, 1874, in New York, 
but in a different color from previously and with a new design showing portrait 
of the then king, Kalakaua I. 'l'hese new 2 cent stamps, No. 23, were delivered 
at New York on J an. 16, 1875 in the contracted quantity of 500,000 copies; and 
they were put into use in Hawaii at the end of February or in March 1875. 

Despite this, the postal administration again ordered a small printing, only 
25,000 stamps, of the old 2 cent stamp (No. 14 ) with the portrait of the long 
dead king Kamehameha IV, on Feb. 5, 1875. Indeed, after more than ten years, 
between the encl of Dec. 1886 and May 1890, three new small orders for this 
stamp were placed. 'l'hus No. 14 attained a total volume of 2,285,000 copies. 
Of these, finally, 6,250 copies were overprinted with the mark of the Provisional 
Government in June 1893. 

The circumstance that an order was placed for only 25,000 copies of the 
2 cent stamp of the old issue, immediately after the delivery of the first 500,000 
of the 2 cent stamp No. 23, shows sufficiently that this order as well as the later 
ones in 1886 and onward, were for philatelic purposes exclusively. The plate for 
printing No. 14 was used for the last time in 1871 in making stamps for use, and 
was officially replaced by that for No. 23. 'l'hus the four last printings of No. 14 
must be considered beyond all doubt as official reprints according to the modern 
definition of the term. These reprints were sold by the postal authorities for 
almost decades, indeed right at the post office counters, sold to collector s and 
dealers as originals, accepted by philatelists, and doubtless even used for postage. 
The Hawaiian postal administration formally made the oldest issues obsolete 
and invalid only at the end of May 1893, but up to then had taken car e to make 
nearly all varieties of stamps issued available for philatelic ends by means of 
"late printings" and could till then sell them to collectors and dealers. 

Even after the proclamation of the Postmaster General of May 20, 1893, 
that all stamps not provided with the overprint of the Provisional Government-
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thus all stamps of the Kingdom of Havvaii-were invalid for postage, these same 
stamps were not only continued on sale at the post office counters in Honolulu. 
They were not objected to as paying postage. The official sale of all issues of the 
kingdom and the Provisional Government was forbidden by law only on Dec. 
31, 1896. But even after this period, according to all appearances, the per­
forated issues of 1864 and later, whether with Provisional Government over­
print or not, were continued to be accepted for postage. Thus their postal 
availability in actual fact was lost only in June 1900, with the replacement of all 
local stamps by the then current issues of the United States. 

'l'he 2 cent stamp, No. 14, belongs to that group in which the r eprintings may 
be distinguished by color and paper, except for the first reprinting made in 
1875 (see table of printings at head of this section). This we now proceed to 
explain. 

Service Printings and Reprintings of No. 14: In the 60's and '70's No. 14 
was produced exclusively by the National Bank Note Co. This company thus 
made, in addition to the six regular or service printings, the :first reprinting. 
(See table at head of this section ). 'l'his company used exclusively a thin, 
lightly yellowish-tinted paper for these stamps. It separates into two varieties: 
one very thin, almost pelure in character , almost silky in surface; the other 
less thin. 'l'he colors used by the National Bank Note Co. vary from an orange­
red to the vermilion hue of sealing wax. The margins of the sheets in these 
first seven printings carry only the imprint of the National Bank Note Co. This 
imprint appears at the ends of the 10 cross rows of 5 stamps each. The imprint 
is in white letters within a narrow colored label; it appears on the right hand 
margin in English (NA'l'IONAL BANK NOTE CO., JEW YORK) and on 
the left hand margin translated into the local tongue. 

After the beginning of 1878, all the plates for Hawaii thus far made by the 
National Bank Note Co., were transferred to the American Bank Note Co. Thus 
the three reprintings of 1886 , 1887 and 1890 were made by this latter company. 
This company used thicker white paper (of medium thickness) and either bright 
or dull vermilion color s, purer reel colors than the National Bank Note Co. The 
N. B. N. Co. 's imprint was not alter ed, but before putting the plate into use the 
American Bank Note Co. added their monogram, consisting of the letters 
A B N Co, engraved outside the original imprint. Thus this monogram appears 
on the sheet corners in the last three printings. 

14 

As a result of this we may recapitulate in the following listing: 

Service Printings: by National Bank Note Co ., 1864-1871 

31 2c orange red (shades), thin yellowish paper 

Not officially issued for use (1875-18!:10) 

2c (a) Orange red, thin yellowish paper (Na tional B. N. Co .; 
1875) 

( b) Bright vermilion, thicker w hit e paper (American B . N. 
Co .; 1886- 1890 

Quantity 
2,135,000 

25,000 

The quantity issued of No. 14Ib was originally 125,000 copies. Of these, 
6,250 copies received th e overprint of the Provisional Government in 1893 (See 
No. 49, below). 

Only one irnperforate sheet of No. 14 appears to have slipped through, and 
was among the service printings. Accordingly, the variety No. 14 Fz, which is 
very scarce and apparently is known only unused (it exists as a pair), has thin 
yellowish paper and a definitely orange-red color. Kohl's 10th edition reports 
this variety also on the thicker white paper and in the bright vermilion of the 
American Bank Note Co. vVe have not found any evidence of the existence of 
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any such variety. But the firm of Kohl seems to have known of several copies, 
for which they even quoted a definite price ( 15.00 marks), while they only 
indicate the imperforate variety of the service printing as "very scarce. " (58 ) 

According to Mekeel's Weekly, 1902 page 42, the Crocker collection con­
tained a cover with a 5 cent stamp (No. 19 ) plus a bisected 2 cent stamp No. 14, to 
make up the 6 cent rate on single letters, to the United States, established at 
the end of 1870 or early in 1871 (See Oct. 1941, p. 260, and under No. 19 below). 
The stamp had a "Paid All" postmark applied in San Francisco or Hono­
lulu. (59 ) Unfortunately we lack all further information about its period of 
mailing; but possibly it may date from the earlier months of 1871. In this case it 
represents a case of emergency usage, since the new 6 cent stamp No. 21 and like­
wise the 1 cent stamp >Io. 20 went into use as late as the beginning of March 1871, 
some months after the authorization of the 6 cents rate. 

In contrast, bisects of the reprint, No. 14I, are only bits of philatelic play. 

Evaluation and Listing of the Reprintings of the Perforated Issues 

On the basis of the foregoing recital of the facts , it is clear that we cannot 
merely designate these stamps as ordinary reprints. (GO) 

This depends specially on the fact that the stamps of the ''reprintings'' 
were sold at the post office in Honolulu over the counter, to the end of 1896, and 
were recognized as valid for postage by the Hawaiian postal administration to 
the end of its existence. 'l'his emphasizes our point. But postal validity of 
stamps does not in the least indicate that they are not reprints. The reprints of 
various older issues of France, even those of 1894 onwards, were, for example, 
exactly as valid for postage up to ,Jan. 1, 1914, as all the older original issues. 

The stamps of some reprintings of the Hawaiian perforated issues were 
furthermore not to be distinguished from those of the regular printings for use, 
as will be shown further on. 

But as for the fact of the official sale, this is essentially different for the 
reprintings from that of the current issues of the same period. The current 
issues were supplied by the postal administration at Honolulu to all offices. 
They were thus on sale in all the islands and over every postal counter. In con­
trast, the ''reprintings'' were in general on sale at Honolulu only. 'l'hey were 
mostly sold over the counter at the post office, and mainly at the special win­
dow for tourists, who bought complete sets for themselves or for their friends. 
The administration neatly affixed these stamps to previously printed cards, ready 
for the purchasers. Right in this point lies the special essential and distinguish­
ing difference between the current issues in regular use on the one side, and 
the late printings, strictly philatelic printings, or reprintings on the other. 

Regular issues were all those which were distributed to the various post 
offices by the administration at Honolulu. In contrast, those issues were reprints 
of a strictly philatelic sort, which could be had only at the Honolulu post office 
and not until a period when the corresponding values had gone into use in a 
different design or a different color and had been distributed to the various 
offices. 'l'his therefore is the reason why all later printings of Hawaii must be 
considered as reprints, according to the currently accepted definition of a 
reprint, inclusive of the last running of a stamp. Indeed, even the official later 
printings of the imperf orate issues (described earlier, Jan. 1942, pp. 59 ff.), with 

(58) Apparently in earli e r editions of their catalogue-Translator. 
(59) PAID ALL b e ing a United States marking only, in this p e riod, and w e ll known 

to b e of San Francisco origin on Hawaiian covers, w e may correct Dr. Munk h e re and 
state positively that this is a San Francisco mark .-Translator. 

(60) See on this point the discussion by W. S e ll s chopp of Hamburg, "Postwe rtze ic h e n, 
Neudruck and Sonderausgabe" at the International Stamp Congre ss in Berlin on Jan . 28, 
1909, reprinted in B erliner Bri e fmarken Zeitung 1909, pp. 103 ff, 132 ff, and in D e r Deutsch e 
Philatelist, April 1909. This give s a very instructive tabular presentation of the stamps 
of th e kingdom of Hawaii according to the information recorded by G iffa rd (see bibliog­
raphy at start of this country, Oct. 1941 p. 255). The quantiti e s issued of the various 
printings as here reporte d are not Giffard ' s figures, but in gen e ral are the later reported 
ones of Kenyon (see same bibliography), since these latte r appear to be more compl e te. 
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the overprint REPRIN1', which were on sale in Honolulu as late as 1896 at the 
post office counter and were allowed to be used for postage, must be considered 
as exactly as much reprints as any others. 

From a different point of view, it is necessary to consider Hawaiian ma­
terial, starting from the official opinion of the postal administration, and thus to 
separate r eprints in the wider and the narrower senses. .All the official late 
printings and r eprintin gs of the imperforate issues, the engr aved stamps of 
1853 and later and the li thographed stamps of 1861 and later, were marked 
eith er at once or later with special designatin g overprints such as SPECIMEN, 
CA I CELLED or even REPRINT. ' This was done to make their postal use im­
possible. 

On the contrary, the postal administration at no time marked the printings 
after the period of use, of any of the perforated issues, in any such manner. The 
particular perforated stamps which exist with the overprint SPECIMEN, do 
not belong to any late printings after their period of use but are the regular 
service printings. This concerns No. 19, the 5 cents Prussian blue, on which we 
shall have more to say when considering that stamp in its regular order. Thus it 
happens that in the case of certain of the perforated issues, the reprints are not 
to be told from the regular printin gs even by a specialist. This is particularly 
true of the issues of 1882 and later, because they were produced by the .American 
Bank Note Co. (not by the National ) from the start. See the discussion, below, 
on the shift of printing companies. 

From all these considerations, as well as from our better general view of the 
situation, we have been led not to separate the later printings of the perforated 
issues into special sections on reprints, but to consider them in connection with 
the service printings of the same stamps. 'fbey are listed as "Not officially 
issued' ' and shown in italics in our listings. Let it be again emphasized that we 
are limiting our consideration strictly to official reprints in this connection. 

Fig. 11. 

1865 (May) . Fig. 11. (Kamehameha V) . Engraving on steel, plate and r ecess 
printing by the National B ank Note Co., in New York. R eprinting (No. 191) 
by the American Bank Note Co. Thin paper, tinted blue-green . R eprinting on 
thicker white paper. P erf. 1 2. (Reprints commonly found in the stocks of 
dealers). 

19 32 ELIMA (5) KENETA deep Prussia n blue 

Not officially 1·ssiied for iise ( 1890) 

ELIMA (S) KENETA blue-black 

Printings During Use 
(Prussian blue) 

R eprinting 
(Blue-black) 

8 .50 3. 75 

5.00 12.00 

New York Dates: Quantity of New York Da tes: Quantity of 

Orde r ed 
Apr. 26, '6 5 
May 29, '66 

De liver ed 
A u g. 31, '65 
Aug. 16 , ' 66 

Stamps Stamps 
Orde r ed De live red 

200,000 Mar. 5, '90 · Sept. 17 , '90 62,500* 
150.00.0 
(*Less 46 ,350 later overprinted; n et total 16 ,150) 
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History of the issue: Th e first printing of No. 19, consisting of 200,000 
copies, was delivered in New York by the National Bank Note Co. as early as the 
end of August 1865, but did not reach H onolulu till the start of 1866. On this 
see remarks under No. 18, (Jan. 1942, p. 56 ) . Immediately upon receiving the 
stamps, the postal administration ordered a second printing, of only ] 50,000 
copies, for which the order was placed in New York in May 1866. 'fhis was the 
last regular printing of No. 19. 

In the year 1870 a new postal treaty with the United States was signed, 
setting the rate for a single weight letter to the U. S. at 6 cents, by abolishing 
the special ship fee between Honolulu and San Francisco. (See October 1941, p. 
260 ). Accordingly, a new Yalue, t he 6 cents, was ordered. The first printing of 
this stamp reached Honolulu in late F ebruary or early March 1871, replacing 
the 5 cent stamp. For the next 10 years, the 5 cent stamp did not correspond 
with any postal rate. According to a piece reprinted from the American journal, 
" Th e Stamp Collector's Guide" in the British "Stamp Collectors' Magazine, " 
1871, p. 120, the 5 cent stamp, No. 19, was officially recalled as a result of the 
situation after the G cent stamp was put into use. Its official use was permitted 
only until May 1, 1871: '"fhe five-cent stamp of these islands has been withdrawn 
from sale; its use having been advertised to continue on l~' until 1st May of this 
year". This official withdra,rnl and statement of non-validit.v of No. 19 during 
the first half of 1871, appears to be confirmed b~r the following circumstances. 
Strang·eJy enough, not one handbook refers to the withdrawal. 

As has been shown in the discussion of No. 14, above, the Hawaiian postal 
administration made efforts to mark witl1 overprints such as SPECIMEN. etc. 
those late printings and reprintings. the postal use of which they wished to 
prevent. W e find the 5 cent stamp of 1866-67, alon e among the perforated issues, 
with this overprint, SPECIMEN, in black. Even though it had been put into 
use as recently as 1866-67, we find copies from the two service printings treated 
this way. Accordingly, it is very probable. that a certain quantity of th e 5 cent 
stamps were overprinted with SPECIMEN, after their withdrawal in 1871, so 
that copies of No. 19 purchased by coll ectors after Ma.v, 1871, or supplied to 
foreign postal administrations, could not be used for postage. 

('fh e price of such stamps is 10.00 Marks. They also come cancell ed and 
even used on entire covers. This does not haYe any significance in the case of 
Hawaii, since official reprints and even those bearing the overprint RE PR IN 'l' 
are known in this condition, as has been mention ed under the sections on reprints 
up to this point. Apparently such covers begin at the period of the restoration 
of the 5 cent stamp to use, mentioned in the following paragraphs ). 

Hawaii became a member of the Universal Postal Union on Jan. 1. 1882. 
'rhat event made the 5 cent stamp th e sin gle weight rate for foreign mail once 
more. As a result, the American Bank Note Co. in New York, which meanwhile 
had succeeded to the printing contract and the plates in existence, for Hawaii, 
received an order on April 10, 1882, to make a new printing with the plate of the 
old 5 cent stamp, No. 19. 'fhis was no less than 16 ~-ears after the ordering of 
the last previous printing of 5 cent stamps. For the new printing, however, 
instead of the earlier prussian blue color, ultramarine was now ordered, in 
agreement with the requirements of the Universal Postal Union (61 ). This stamp 
is our No. 30, which see. 

In addition , the old 5 cent stamp, No. 19, was again officially placed in use, 
not later than the beginning of 1882, with the establishment of the new foreign 
rate. It appears that during the first half of 1882 the old stamp was provisionally 
used, in order to supply the post offices with the necessary 5 cent stamps pending 

(61) Dr. Munlt app ears to b e in e rror h e r e , on tw o co unts . Th e uniform c olors w e r e 
not a greed upon in the U. P. U. until th e Washington confe r e n ce of 1897. Th e c olor for 
th e inte rnation-al rate w as th e n only d es ign ated as "b lu e" without any limitat i o n to any 
parti c ul a r shade, d epth or tint. In fac t, the colors th e n adopted by Hawaii, U. S., e tc. 
w e r e in many cases as dark as that of th e Hawa iian No. 19 h e r e stated not to conform 
to the r equire m e nt.-Translator. 
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th e receipt of the first shipme11t of 5 cent ultramarines. As will be shown in 
connection with No. 30 (5 cents ultramarine ), that stamp can not have been put 
into use before the end of June or early part of July 1882, several months after 
the U. P. U. rate had become effective. However, the new denominations re­
quired for heavier letters to the countries of the U. P. U., 10 cents and 15 cents 
(our uos. 26, 27 ) had been issued as early as April l , ] 882. Apparently, up to 
Jul~r 1882, the situation was met b~r using the large quantity of 5 cent prussian 
blue stamps, No. 19, on hand. Certain comments in the philatelic journals of the 
period point to this also. 'l'he Philatelic Record and Illustriertes Briefmarken­
J ournal both announced early in 1882, relatiYe to the entrance of Hawaii into the 
U. P. U., not only the issue at that time of th e two new denominations, 10 cents 
and 15 cents but at the same time also the issue of new 5 cent stamps of the type 
of Fig. 11. The rnustriertes Briefmarken-.Tournal corrected this report in March 
1882, stating that the 5 cent stamps were "11ot ne\\-, but those of the 1866 issue. " 
'l'he Philatelic Record was first able to announce in August ] 882 that lately not 
only the 1 cent and 2 cent stamps in U. P. lJ. colors (02 ) (our nos. 28, 29) but 
that at the same time, the 5 cent stamp, hitherto deep blue, had appeared in a 
bright blue color. 

Accordingly. there can be no doubt that for inter llatio1ial mail under the 
U. P. U. arrangements. in 1882 up to the introduction of the ultramarine stamp 
(no. 30), the old prussian blue stamp (no. 19 ) had been provisionally used. 
This stamp, although it had been officially withdrawn on May 1, 1871 (see earlier 
in this section) , nevertheless served regularly on foreign letters with cancella­
tions during the firs t half of 1882. 'l'his is a special usap;e and a special revalu­
ation of au obsolete stamp. 

'l'hus, no. 19 was not officially in use from the start of ] 871 to the end of 
1881, and was provisionally put into service in 1882 for a few months only. Its 
status for sale to collectors and dealers by the postal administration continued 
to the end of the '80 's. At the time many general collectors did not differentiate 
between the ultramarin e 5 cent stamp No. 30 and the earlier No. 19. It was only 
in 1890 that the philatelic demand for No. 19, \\·hi ch had previously been satis­
fied , r eached the point that the postal administration ordered a third printing 
of this stamp in the original dark blue color. This order, placed in May 1890, 
no less than 24 years after the last service printing of no. 19, was for 62,500 
copies, from the American Ba~1k Note Co. From the end of 1890 these were sold 
exclu iYely for philatelic purposes, eYen though over the counter at Honolulu 
post office. 

'l'he belated printing of No. 191 is a much crueler case than the reprintings 
of No. 14 (which see), of an official reprinting for philatelic purposes. This is 
the more so because th e dark blue color not only had been replaced by ultramarine 
in ] 882, but this ultrarnari ne printing was not a direct continuation of the dark 
blue printings of 1866-71. The 5 cent dark or prussian blue stamps had been 
replaced in April 1871 by the 6 cent stamp, No. 21. In turn , the ultramarine 
5 cent stamp, No. 30 had supplanted the 6 cent stamp in the middle of 1882. 

The National Bank Note Co. had used a noticeably dark prussian blue, giving 
a visibly greenish tint to the printing, and a lightly tinted greenish blue paper 
usually showing this tint on the reverse also, for No. 19. 'l'he American Bank 
Note Co., in contrast, used a distinctly heavier, untinted white paper and a blue­
black color of ink without greenish content, for the reprinting, No. 191, 24 years 
later. Thus these stamps have an entirely different appearance from the original 
issue. From this there arose the listing in all those catalogs which do not differ­
entiate service printings and reprintings, of a third , new, blue-black 5 cent stamp 
at the end of 1890. 'l'hese catalogs list it after th e prussian blue 5 cent of 1866 
and the ultramarine 5 cent of 1882, as a separate stamp. See nos. 32, 39 and 52C 

(62) Th e P hil a t e li c R ecord does not a nnoun ce "U. P. U . co lors" but a green le and a 
r ed 2c stamp. As previously mention e d , th e U. P . U . co l ol'S d a t e back only to 1897. 
-'Translator. 



140 COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
of the Scott catalogue ; Nos. 17, 42 to 54, and 56 of the Gibbons catalogue, and 
Nos. 18, 29 and 39 of Kohl's catalogue 10th Edition. (63 ) 

The philatelic demand for the stamp seems to have been relatively small. 
Of the 62,500 copies printed of No. 191, as listed at the start of this section, 
46,300 copies (60,000 according to Giffard) were overprinted early in 1893 by 
the Provisional Government. The actual production of No. 191 was therefore 
only 16,150 copies (only 2,500 according to Giffard ) , thus making the blue­
black 5 cent stamp de .facto the scarcest of all perforated stamps of the kingdom 
of Hawaii by far. 

Although these stamps were on sale at the Honolulu post office and ex­
clusively for collectors' purchase, they were in part actually cancelled, like all 
the reprints, and were accepted without objection for postage. Compare the 
extensive discussion of this under ''Evaluation and J_,istings of the Reprintings,'' 
following the treatment of the 2 cent No. 14 earlier. 

Although No. 19 was produced by the ational Bank Note Co. and No. 191 
by the American Bank Note Co., they were both printed from the same plate. 
Accordingly, the sheets agree in consisting of 50 stamps in 10 cross rows of 5 
stamps each, and carry on the two side margins the "imprint" of the National 
Bank Note Co. This is discussed in the following section (to appear in the 
next installment). 

Perforation varieties of No. 19 exist in the form of vertical or horizontal 
double perforations, from the service printings. Other varieties are listed: 
Moens' catalogue and the Catalogue for Advanced Collectors ( Collin & Calman) 
both report diagonal bisects used for half face value, for No. 19. We have no 
information as to these bisects, but they would seem to imply or indicate a rate 
of 21;2 cents. (64 ) 

(6 3 ) Gibbon s notes th a t thi s is a r e print but s till gi ves it full ca t a logu e sta nding. 
-'1.,ranslator. 

(64) Th e tran s la tor would re m a rk th a t quite proba bly th es e a r e cas e s of use for th e 
2 c ent local rate , th e use r v e r y lik el y not both e ring about th e odd h a lf c e nt. Th e r e is no 
necessity of assuming that a ll unusu a l use s indicate the ex a ct rate , but only that the 
rate is not more than th e indicate d amount. Clearly the s e bisects are unoffi c ial a nd 
unauthorized, proba bly p a ssing through th e m a ils b ecaus e of ignorance or ove rsight of 
postal officia ls. Indeed, if not on e ntire c ove r , the y m ay ev e n h a v e b een can cell e d a nd 
not a cc e pted, with the s ign s o f posta g e du e c ollec tion h e ing los t wh e n th e c ove r 
was c ut up. 

(To b e continu ed.) 
Postal Laws and Regulations-1804 
Mr. Hugh M. Clark has just presented our Library with a copy of "Post­

office Laws with Instructions and Forms, Published for the l\,egulation of the 
Post-offices.'' The book was published in ''City of Washington'' and ''Printed 
for th e General Post-office-1804. '' 

It contains "An Act to Establish the Post-office of the United States" as 
approved March 2, 1799 as well as extracts from the Acts of 1794 and 1802. 

A large portion of the book is composed of '' Instrur.tions to the Post-masters 
in tlrn United States Relative to Their Duty" as well as copies of forms showing 
how returns should be made. 

This will be a very interesting item for those of our members doing r e­
search work coveri ng the early da~r.· of our postal system. 
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NINETEENTH CENTTJRY 
CLASSICS 

By GERARD GILBER'l' 

Argentine Republic Rivadavia Issue, 1864-67 
STEELED ELECTROL,YTIC COPPER PLATES BY 

GALV ANOPLASTY PROCESS 
ELECTROLYTIC BA'l 'H WAS COPPE R (8.85 Cn . ) ZINC (1.15 Z n . ) 

Electrolytic deposit of iron was discovered by Carl Friedrich Bottger in 
1841. This iron coating was further steeled just like a normal steel plate. How­
ever, if overheated, surface cracks may occur all over the plate, this affecting only 
the coating and not the basic copper plate . For this steeling process the heated 
plate was plunged into cold oil or water, the use of oil being preferable. 

Recess Engraved Dies, similar to Typographic ones, may be used for the 
manufacture of Electrolytic Copper Plates. 

The Rivadavia Plates belong to the R ecess Engraved class and were manu­
factured in England. 'fhis process has been used from 1843 up to 1864-67, with 
regard to Recess Engraving. 

The electrolytic copper is so bard that even a very poorly manufactured 
plate such as the Mexico, 2R. Plate II, 1856 issue, which cracked in eleven differ­
ent places, from the time it was put to press, nevertheless was used up to 1868 for 
the printing of thirteen thousand two hundred sheets. This plate belongs to Recess 
Engraved class and bas never been r ecut or steeled. Quantities printed may be 
checked from Mr. S. Chapman's work on Mexico. 

A few years ago, a leading Philatelist, 1\'Ir. Alfred F. Lichtenstein, acquired 
three of the Ravadavia Plates. One of each value: 5 centavos, 10 centavos and 
15 centavos respectively. 

These three plates are now in ::\Tew York; they were purchased by Mr. Lich­
tenstein, in order to protect Philately. 

In 1925, a few Reprints were printed from these three plates, the supervision 
of the printing being entrusted to a well known philatelic writer, 1\'Ir. Frank 
Peplow. 

The printing was done by the world famous firm P erkins, Bacon & Co. of 
London. 

None of th ese Reprints ·were printed in the exact shades of the original 
stamps, so as to prevent any trickery. 

We reproduce here a block of four stamps, taken from the 5 centavos Plate. 
The plate being in its third state, many subjects have been recut, especially the 
outside frame lines, as shown from our illustration. (See page 142.) 

These three plates which were R ecess Engraved were made by the Electro­
lytic Process and were of copper. In their third state they were recut again, and 
then steeled. · 

We reproduce also part of the text which is joined to these Reprints and 
from which publication , (1) any reader who doubts the possibility of steeling a 
copper Plate, shall be able to convince himself that this prar.tice was quite normal 
in old days. (See page 142. ) 

(1) Proofs of th e Rivad a Yia Sta mps of th e Arge ntin e R e publi c. By F. J. Peplow. Lon­
don, 1925. 
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5 Centavos, 'rhirtl Stnte of tlle P1ate, slto"~ing s triking recnts in frame lines. 

The plates when I tirst saw them, exactly ;i s they came from .the 
1endor, bore evident signs that they had· httn left uncii,rurhed for many 
{ears. They were covered_ with the prcsenative wax usually applied to 

aeeled copper plates when not in use, and were wrappt."d in oiled paper ; 
:ht: preservative had in course of time deteriorated and had ceased to protect 
che steeled surfact: , which had nzstcd in patches, and hum the fact that the 
::>iled paper was adherent to these parts of the surfun:, the rusting showing 
thereon, it was apparent that the pared had not bt:en touchcd for a long 
time. These points, unimportant in themselves, provide a source of satis­
fuction with regard to the possibility of the plates having bt:en used in recent 
years. All the plates were, t:xcept for the slight rusting, in perfect condition ,, 
showing no signs of wear, though the steeling had been rubbed away in 
places in the margin, where it always tends to wear in steeled copper plates, 
owing to more heavy wiping by the printer. 

rusting, which, absorbing ink, printed a~ blotches. The plates were 
de-steeled and in the process the whole of the rust marks, which affected 
only this steel facing, disappeared, and the original copper surface was found 
to be in ,perfect condition . The plates were then steeled again, and a 
series of proofs was taken as trials for paper, for which the 15 centavos 
plate only was used, an imperial 'loan' paper being finally selected as 
giving the best impression . I havt· given full details of these trial impressions, 
in order that they may be on rernrd in case of future enquiry . No other 
proofs than those from the paper tinally selected and actually used will be 
put into circulation, but two sets, containing one of every proof taken, have 
been made, and in course of time anything is possible. The whole of the 
proofs were printed with the greatest care by Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and 
Company Limited, under my personal supervision. The paper selected 
was made b} Messrs. T . H. Saunders and Company Limited, who have for 
many years supplied the paper for issues of postage stamps, especially for 
those of the early British colonies. 

E xt-rnets front F .. J. Pettlon·'s Book. 
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Vie may add that B razil, first , second and th1;rcl issues, were also printed 
from Electrolytic Copper Plates. The third issue (1850 up to 1861 ) being the 
only one of which all lat e plates wer e st eeled . Th ese plates are now in the P. 0 . 
Archives of Rio de Janeiro. Checking should be made from the 90 reis value 
Plate, this one being damag ed. 

A few mont hs ago, we learned from an article published in the London 
P hilatelist, under the signature of Sir John Wilson, President of the Royal 
Philatelic Society, t hat t he early stamps of Russia, were also printed from 
Electrolytic Copper Plat es. 
Catalog of Bool{.s • 
Ill the Library 

( C o ntin u e d from V o l. XXI, No. 1 , p a g e 7 1. ) 

'l'urke~· Uruguay 
P e tite Etude s ur Jes E s t a mpill es d e la History of the T elephone & T e legraph in 

Turg uie (In Tu r kish ). Urug u a y, 1 88 6-192 5 . Vic tor M. Ber-
Les Surcharges d e Mytilen e . Comte de thold. 

Fayo!l e, 1 9 13 . A Stud y of th e Sta mps of Uru g u ay. Hugo 
Turk ey- Random Notes . G. A . Hig lett, Griebert , 1910 . R a rity Case . 

19 26. Les T1mbres de !'Urug u a y. Sig ismond 
Etude sur Jes Cach e ts a Ma in qui ont J ean , 190 8. 

precede ! 'emission des Timbres Paste Sta mps & Pos tm a rks of Ur ug uay. Sig is-
da ns !'Empire Ottoma n. By Comm. mond J ean , 1909 . 
Giulio Maugeri. Postage Sta mps of Urugua y. E. J. L ee, 

Croissant-Tou g h ra. F. Mongeri , 1 887 . 19 31. R a rity Ca se . 
Die Briefm a rken de r Provisorischen Catalogo d e sus Sellos Pos tales Urug uay. 

Turkisch en R egierung in Angora. Soto H erm a nos, 19 2 2. 
Ado lf P a sser , 19 27. Les Timbres d e la R epublique Orientale 

Die Turkische n Postw ertzeich e n von 1 8 63 d e !'Urug u a y. Dr. Wanner , 1 88 7. 
(5 pl a t es ). Adolf P a sser , 19 25 . R a ri ty Case. 

First Issu es of 1 8 63- 65 Secr e t Ma rks- Anu a rio Pos ta l Y T elegrafi co, 1 8 9 8. Of-
Forgeries . Guy T . & S. R . Turner , fi ciaJ Publication . 
191 3. Cata lo go d e los Sellos y de! Correo A ereo 

W a r Sta m ps of Turkey. L t. -Col. H. Wood . de! Uru g u ay. Fra n cisco F. Llull , 19 36. 

U luaine 
Cata log of Ukra ine Sta mps with d escrip­

tive m a tter . Karl H ennig , 1 92 0. 
Svensons Uk raina H a ndbu ch- A R ev ie w 

by 0. E . P et er s , 1 92 7. 
Ukra ine Tridents. A Ch eck List. F rom 

Stamp Coll ec tion . 
Study of th e Sta mps o f Ukra ine . N ils 

Srtande ll , 19 15 . 

'\Tenezuela 
The J esurun I ssu e of the P a qu ete Locals 

of La Gu a ira 18 69-70 . Sydney R . 
Turner , 1 914. 

W a t erlow Printings of the Paque te Lo­
ca ls of La Gu a ira 1 864-76 . Sydney 
H . Turner , 1914. 

P ostage Sta mps of V en ezu ela. Thoma s 
W . H a ll & L . W. Fulch er , 19 24. R a ri­
ty 'Oase. 
Additions to the Library 
P acking case of fil es of old magazines . 

Gift of John Kle m a nn. 
C. P. S. News. Large number of miss ing 

issues. Gift of P . McP. Cabeen . 
Forgeri es Old a nd N ew . By Alden C. 

Johnson . Gift of Author. 
Cata log u e of Ita lia n Sta mps , 1942. By 

a nd g ift of D. S. Bolaffi . 
Sana bria 's Airpos t Ca talog u e 19 4 2 Edi­

tion. Gift of Mr. Sa nabria. 
The One Ba joccho Stamp of the Papa l 

Sta t es. Tra nslation of Dr. Diena' s 
work m a de by a nd gift of R ev. E. S. 
Ford. 

Bound copy of Vol. XXXVII, Stamps 
Maga zine . Gift of H. L. Lindquist. 

United Sta t es Stampless Cover Catalog. 
3rd Edition , 1942- 43 . Gift of Publish­
er , Stephen G. Rich . 

The 20th Century Sta mps of Egypt. By 
a nd Gift of Ernest A. K ehr. 

The New York Foreig n Ma il Ca n cella­
tions, 1 8 70-1 8 76 . By Edwin Milliken. 
Gift of publish er , William R. Stewart, 
Chicago , Ill. 

Spec ia lized Cata log u e of Austria. By 
a nd Gift of Fritz Billig . 

The P enny Black : Its Pla t e Chara cteris­
tics . By Chas. Nissen . 2nd edition. 
Gift of a nd published by Mr. F. Hugh 
Vallancey . 

1940 , 1941, 1942 Cove r Collecting 
Guid es . Gift of and Published by The 
Cover Exchange. 

The Postage Stamps of Great Britain. 
1661-1941. Published by Robson 
Lowe , Ltd. Gift of Publisher. 
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THE CHATHAM SQUARE POST OF­
FICE AND SWARTS CITY DES­
PATCH POST. Paper, 34 pages, illus ­
trated. Section II of the Am erican 
Philatelist, July, 1941. 

Elliott P erry, in his Pat Pa1·agraphs, 
first published the material on which this 
r emarkable piece of philatelic d e tective 
work is based. The H a ndbook Commit­
tee of the A. P. S . has r earranged the 
text, largely through Arthur G. H a ll , and 
has made of it an expertly written study 
in our postal history. 

The story of Aaron Swarts a nd his suc­
cessor B enjamin Lockwood in the private 
postoffice and carrier service oper a t ed 
from Chatham Squa r e in downtown New 
York in th e forti es and fifties h as n ev er 
been thoroughly r esear ch ed b efor e, and 
Mr . P erry in his customary manner clears 
up many points, both a bout the service it­
self and the stamps issued for it. For­
geries , r eprints and orig ina ls of the latter 
are sepa rated , and some entries in the 
current cat a log u es are brought pointedly 
into question. This is good reading as 
well as good philately, and is r ecom­
m ended to all U. S. collectors, whether or 
not they ever hope to possess one of 
Swart's labels , with its forbidding por­
trait and its slogan "Rough and Ready." 
THE BANI\. NO'l'E ISSUES OF U. S. 
STAMPS 1870-1893. Compiled by Les­
ter G. Brookman. Japer, 98 pages, il­
lustrated . Price $1.00. Chicago: The 
American Philatelist. 

Like Lt. Unthank's brochure, but in 
greater d etail , this is an assembling of 
known facts about the postal issues up to 
th e Bureau prints. With patient a ccu­
racy and with m a ny illustrations , Mr. 
Brookma n has brought toge ther (with 
du e cr edit given) the work of leading ex­
perts , and to it h a s a dded his own re­
search and conclusions. Much of the 
book ran serially in the American Phi­
la t e li s t, and is h er e r eprinted in a mpli­
fi ed form . It brings th e s pecialist up to 
date on the many lines of inquiry pur­
rn ed in r ecen t years, a nd for some time 
will be the standa rd r efer ence work in 
its fi eld . Areas wher e furth er study 
n eeds to b e made a r e indicated , a nd 
enoug h is g iven on the production m e th­
ods employed in printing and grilling to 
enable th e average coll ector to under­
sta nd th e questions involved and intelli­
gently to study his own accumulation of 
th ese iss u es. 
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• 
20TH CEN'l'URY STAMPS OF EGYP'.r. 
By Ernest A. Kehr. Published by 
Chambers Publishing Co., Kalamazoo, 
l\iich. Paper covet'. 48 lJages. Illus­
trated·. 

Although dealing with the sta mps of 
th e 20th Century, Mr. K ehr has had to 
go back to the 188 8 issu e to provide the 
proper back ground and se tting for this 
work, since that issue carried ove r into 
the present century. 

The book covers th e postal issues , reg­
ular and comm emorative , as w ell as the 
postage dues, airm a il, military seals and 
officia ls . Much mate ria l of interest is 
included and the work is w ell illus­
trated . 

BILLIG'S SPECIALIZED POSTAGE 
S'l'AMP CATALOGUE' OF AUSTRIA. 
2nd Edition. Published by Billings 
Stamp Co., Jamaica, N. Y. Price: 
$1.00. Paper cover. 80 pages. Il­
lustrated. 

In addition to the stamps of Austria
which are most fully listed , this book 
also covers the issues of L.ombardy-Ve­
n e tia Occupation Stamps and those of the 
Austrian Offices Abroad. 

Many of the little known varieties are 
listed and in most instances illustrated so 
that the user can readily identify these 
varie ties. 

There is a section devoted to the can­
cellations of th e Lomba rdy-Venetia. 

SANABRIA'S AIRPOST CATALOGUE, 
1942 Edition. Compiled by Nicholas 
Sanabria and an Advisory Editorial 
Staff. PubJished by Author, 521 Fifth 
Ave., New York. Pt·ice Regular Edi­
tion $1 .50. Deluxe edition $5.00. 
898 pages. Illustrated. 

Following th e policy adopted with the 
earli e r editions , the n ew 1942 edition in­
cludes every air mail stamp known. 
These in clude the official g ove rnm ent is­
sues a nd th e early priva te issues such as 
the Buffa lo Balloon sta mp and the Vin 
Fiz label as we ll a s th e s t a mps iss u ed by 
th e various a ir transporta tion companies . 

The prices in the 1942 edition show a 
la r ge number of ch a nges from the prev­
ious editions, and r e fl ect th e present 
marke t conditions. 

The pricin g of m a ny of th e issues 
which are scarce on cover m a k es th e 
book more va luable . The listing of the 
miniature sh eets is a lso valua bl e, and 
g iven a specia l sec tion. 

This edition has the largest numbe r of 
pages of any edition so far. Its m a ny 
improve m ents, additions a nd r evisions 
add greatly to the valu e to the user. 
RUSSIAN POST IN THE EMPIBE, IN 
'l'URKEY, IN CHIN A AND POST IN 
'l'HE IHNGDOM OF POLAND. By 
Sergi Vasil Prigara. 223 pp. with 6 
d1·awings and 17 plates. Pt·ice $3.65 
post free. Obtainable from author, 
557 West 148th St., N . Y. City. 

The oft r epeated sa ying "Good things 
come to the m tha t wait" holds especially 
t ru e in the case of the present work 
which was issued early in March. 

Althoug h published in the Russian 
la ng uage and typ e, it holds m any a tr eat 
in store eve n for the collector who can 
ba r ely make out the Russ ian alphabet 
and use a Russo-Eng lish dic tionary. 

It is a v eritable encyclopedia of R us­
sian Phila t e ly and r epresents years of 
r esear ch by Mr. Prigara who is the ge n­
e ral r epresentative in the United States, 
Canada and Central America of the Rus­
sion Philatelic Society "Rossica." 

Mr. Prigara gives an excellent account 
of the history of the Russia n Postal Sys­
t e m and paints a compre h ensive picture 
of the stamps issued, the postal station­
ery used and the cancellations employed 
in the Empire. 

The t ext is subdivided into the follow­
in g parts:-

Part I- Discussion of the Russian Em­
pire Post, Railroad , Steamboat and Field 
Post Offices. 

Part II- Russian Post Offices in Tur­
key. 

Part III- Russian Post Offices in 
China. 

Part IV- Post in the Kingdom of Po­
land. 

The work includes numerous tables 
not previously presented in current phil­
a te lic lite rature as w ell as a short bibli­
og raphy of importa nt works on Russian 
Philately. 

Whil e it is to be regretted that the 
work is only avail a ble in the Russian 
la nguage it is still a worthwhile invest­
m ent for a nyon e inte r ested in the issues 
of Russia and Pol a nd. 

(Revie wed by Dr. L. Snegire ff.) 

'l'HE NEW YORK FOREIGN l\IAIL CAN­
CANCELLA'l'IONS 1870-1876. By 
Edwin Milliken. Postal Markings 
Handbook No. 4. Published by '\Vil­
liam R. Stewa1·t, Chicago, Ill. Paper 
cove r, 32 pages . Illustrated. 

Mr. Millike n ha s provided us with a 
very inte r esting work on these Fore ig n 
Ma il can ce llations. There is plenty of 
informative m a tte r to en a bl e th e col­
lector to id entify a nd ch eck the various 
types a nd in addition th e r e a r e nin e 
pages of illustrations of th e va rious 
types. 

A ch ec k Hst for the illustrations lists 
th e earli est a nd latest dates of use known 
for tha t pa rticul a r type . 
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THE POS'l'AGE STAMPS OF GREAT 
B R l 'CAI N 1661-1941. A priced cata ­
logu e. P ublis h ed by Rob son Lowe 
Ltd., London, E n g la n d . Cloth bou nd. 
168 pages . Illus tn1t ed. Price : $2.00 
pos t free . 

Or ig in a lly p r oposed as a s imp le r e­
prin t of t he Gr eat B ri tain sec tions fro m 
th e " H a ndstru ck Postage Stam ps of t h e 
E mpire" a nd " The Regen t Catalog ue of 
Adh esive Postage Stamps of the E m­
pire'', th e idea grew so a nd nu mer ou s 
cha p te r s of s pecia li zed nature bein g a d ­
d ed , a sepa rate book beca m e n ecessar y . 

T h e w ork s ta r ts off with a ch a pter on 
Pos t a l History a n d t he n m oves on t o 
cover t he H a ndstru ck stam ps of E n g­
la nd a n d Wales, Scotla nd , an d Ire la nd . 
Then it d escribes a nd discu sses t he 
H a nd s tru ck st a mps o f 184 0 a nd t hose 
of th e Briti sh Ar m y a nd Fie ld P ost 
Offi ces . 

T hie second sec tion cove r s t h e a d­
h esive postage s t amps. H e r e w e find 
mu ch in fo rm ation incor por a t ed w ith the 
listings as w el l as a section o f t h e British 
Sta mps Used Abroad . An othe r secti on 
g ives us inform atio n on t h e Essays and 
Proofs. The L ine-Engraved issues o f 
1 8 40-1 8 79 r eceive car eful attention a s 
do th e variou s types of can cella ti on s. 

The t hird pa rt of the bo ok deals wi t h 
Postal Station er y from t h e Mulread y 
Envelo pe t o date. 

The coll ec to r a nd a lso the specia list 
in the issu es of Grea t Brita in w ill b oth 
find much in t h is w ork of use a nd value. 

That this book is po pu la r in Eng la nd 
is pro ved by a cable received early in 
March a dvi sing that it was a lready out 
of prin t. 

TH E UNI TE]) S'l'A'l'ES STAMP LESS 
COVER CATALOG. 3 1·d E djtion, 
1942-43. E di t ed b y Har ry M. J{on­
wiser . P ublish ed b y Steph en G. Rich , 
Ver ona, N . J . P ape1· cover. 208 pages . 
P rice $1.50 . 

As u s u a l , Mr. K o nwiser ha s produced 
a n improved book over the last edition. 
H e h as h a d th e assista n ce of ove r two 
hun dred collectors and the contents is 
be lieved to be as acc ura t e a s is huma n ly 
possibl e. 

The cata log was co mpil ed for the col­
lectors of s t a mpless cove rs and presen ts 
a cross sec tion of pos tm a rks from a ll the 
Sta t es, emphasizing t h e va r ious va rie­
ties in th e town postmarks and rate 
h a nds ta mps. It is r ecog ni zed that it is 
imposs ib le to list ever y common circle 
type t own postma rk , but the importa nt 
typ es a nd towns a r e shown. 

I n th e qu estion of pric ing the item s, 
ever y effor t has been m a d e to price sam e 
fairly with out r egard to owner ship of the 
orig ina ls . The pri ces shown a r e those 
w h ich a r e consider ed equ itable to buyer 
a nd sell er . 
TH E POS'l'AGE. STAMPS AN]) POSTAL 
HISTORY OF NEW FOUNULAN]) . B~· 
' Vin tlll'o p S. Boggs . Cl1a m bers P ub ­
lishfog Co., J{ala m a.zoo, Mich. Illus ­
tn1ted. 186 pages. Paper $1.50. Cloth 
bound $2.50. 

Altho ug h on e of t h e most in terestin g 
of t he Britis h North American co lon ies, 
Newfoun dl an d h as lo ng been n eg lected in 
t h e matte r of sat isfactory ph ilatel ic 
literature. The Royal P h i latelic Society 
Lo n do n in cluded the iss u es in th e ir wor k 
on Bri t is h North Am er ica bu t this only 
wen t as fa r as t h e stam ps of 1888 . Poo le 
a nd Huber, in t h eir work , stopped with 
t h e issu es of a bo u t 1920 . 

The ne w hook by Mr. Bogg star ts with 
t h e necessary geograph ical n otes an d 
th en g ives u s t h e e n tire pa n orama of 
Newfoundl a nd 's postal histo ry an d stamp 
issu es fr om 1 8 0 9 t h ro ug h 1 9 41. 

Th e listings a r e very compre he ns ive 
a nd in clud e essays a nd proofs as well as 
th e stam ps t h e mselves. The r e are a lso 
cha pters o n th e postal stationer y, meters, 
etc, etc. 

Much n ew materia l is g ive n a nd m a n y 
proble m s fo r fur t h er inves t iga tion a r e 
po inted out. 

The b ook is w e ll docum ented a nd a n 
exte ns ive b ibl iog r aphy is included . The 
fo rmat and pressw ork a r e excellen t. The 
work is co pio us ly illustr a t ed . 

Coll ecto r s inte r es t ed in the issu es of 
New fo undl a nd w ill find this book valu­
a b le a nd instructive. 

A LIS'C OF R AH , \VAY POS'C OFI<~IC'ES . 
CUR RENT March l , 1942. Compiled 
b~· ' Vm. G. J{oelln , R . P. 0 . P e nn. 
T e1·1nina l , New Yol'lc Paper Cover, 
32 pages . Mim eogr aph ed. P t'i vately 
publish ed . P 1·ice 25c. 

A ve r y inte r esting li t tle work which 
took mu ch tim e a nd effor t to compile. 

Mr. K oe ll n is connected with th e R a il­
way P os t Office a nd h as compiled this 
list fr om t h e r eco rds. 

The lis t shows the n a m e of the rail­
roa d m a il post office a nd the d iv is ion over 
which it operates . The r e are a lso side 
notes showing which of th ese routes a r e 
over na rrow gauge r oads , which a r e pa r t 
r a il-pa rt boa t ser vices, e tc, e t c., mu ch of 
whi ch does not a ppear in th e officia l 
s ch edu les issu ed by t h e De pa rtm e n t. 

1942 COVER COLLECTING GUIUE . 
Publish ed b y T h e Cover Excha n ge , 
Scr a n ton , P a. P a per cover. 28 pages. 

This is the fourth edition of this work , 
t erm ed by its publish er s "An A nnua l 
R efe r en ce H a ndb ook for Collectors o f All 
Kinds of Cove r s ." 

It contains sec tions on the various 
phases of cove r coll ecting a nd much per­
tinent informa tion for those inter es t ed in 
this sec tion of the phila t e lic hobby. 
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FORGERIES OJ_,D AND NEW. By Al­
den C. John son . P ublis hed b ;v Marks 
Stamp C'o., Toron to, On t . Paper cove 1·. 
48 pages. Illustrated. Price : $1 .00. 

This book is a fi tting con t inua tion to 
the books " Know Your Sta mps" by t h e 
late Fra nk Ar e tz. It cov er s information 
o n coun terfe its, some o f which h a s n o t 
a ppear ed he r e to for e . 

In a dditi on t o the info rm a tion on t h e 
coun terfeits, Mr . Johnson h as seen fi t to 
in clude a R efe r en ce List on Forgeries 
w hich li s ts w he r e in fo rm a tion m a y be 
obta in ed on published m a te ri a l fo r va r­
ious co untri es. This will p r ove very va l­
u a bl e to th e r esear ch s tudent of fak es 
a nd fra uds . 
RETAI L CATALOGUE OF 
STAMPS. By D . S . Bola ffi . 
by D. S . Bolaffi, 551 Fi.fth 
Yor k, N. Y . Paper cove r . 
Il lustl·ate cl . P rice: 50c, 
postage . 

I TALIAN 
P u blish ed 

Ave., New 
140 pages. 
plus lOc 

Mr. Bola ffi. 's catalog u e, a lthough r eally 
a retail pri ce lis t , conta in s much m a t eria l 
w e be lieve will be of inte r es t to collec­
tors of t h e issu es of Ita ly a nd colonies. 

The book is one o f th e fin est printing 
jobs tha t h a ve been produ ced in some 
tim e, as fa r as ca talog u es go. 

Ther e a r e num er c us inte r estin g notes 
which will be of va lue to th e coll ect or 
a nd the illus tra tions a r e extre m e ly fin e. 
THE NEW ISSUE SERVICE I I SPECIAL 

PARTICULARS FREE ANNOUNCEMENT 

During the War all business correspondence and the New Issue : 
Service will be carried on at the following address until fu rther notice: 

Y. Q., ROTHERFIELD, SUSSEX Phone : Rotherfield 153 

My Stra nd Offi ce is s till open a nd a good stock a nd wid e ra nge of Br iti sh a nd 
British Colonials is availa bl e for filling in wants a nd miss in g variet ie s . 

Business As Usual in S pi t e 0 f Reduced S t a f f - -R. ROBERTS Dealer In Rare Stamps 430, STRAND, W. C. 2 
PHONE- TEMPLE BAR 2888 Importer of New I ssu es CABLES--EXSTAMPUS, LONDON 
IF YOU HAVE STAMPS TO SELL 
FREE APPRAISAL, FAIR PRICES, and PROMPT PAYMENT are depend­
able featu res of our st amp buying. We buy virtua lly a ll k inds of stamps. 
Before you dispose of you r co llect ion, be sure to read our FREE BOOK­
LET " If You Have Stamps t o Se ll. " A postcard w il l bri ng you a copy. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 108 Mass Ave. BOSTON, MASS. 
WHETHER YOU BUY OR SELL 
It Will Pay You to Learn About My Complete Auction Service 

My P OSTAL H I STORY AUCTI ONS contain fin e m a t erial in s tamped and stamp­
less covers of all countries, and philate lic literature. 

My REGULAR STAMP AUCTIONS are fill ed with inte r esting U.S . and foreign lots . 
If y ou ltave wortltw ltlle mat erial for s a le, p l e a se write me f ull y . 

P rompt settl e m ents and rea s ona ble t e r ms are assu red . 

If you are n n act ive collecto r your n ame s hould b e o n m y m a iling lists. Pl ease s p eci fy 
w lticlt cat a logues ure wanted . 

JAMES R. ARNOLD, Metuchen, N. J. 
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PERCY G. DOANE 

608-9 Tribune Bldg. 

154 Nassau St., New York City 

AUCTION SALES A SPECIALTY 

CATALOGUES FREE ON REQUEST 
EXTRA! 
EXTRA LARGE AND SPECIAL 

FOR THAT 

" Extra Special" Collection 

THE 'JEFFERSON ' ALBUM 
Especially Designed For: 

• Sheet s ize 14" x l 2 y,( " . • Covers. • Souve­
nir Mint Sheets. • Blocks. • Plate Blocks. 
• Display Purposes. 

Made in Blue or Maroon- Compl ete with 
Case. A New large size a lbum-complete with 
case to match. Fifty finest grade white linen­
hinged bristol leaves and " Cellulene" Inte r­
leaves. Sturdy Binder with patented, quick-op­
erating post-style of mechanism. Bound in Ma­
roon or Blue Levant Grain Simulated Leather. 

Complete Album (includes 50 linen- h inged sheets, "Cellu lene" inte rl eaving and 
matching case) . Shipping Weight l 0 pounds .. . .. ..... ......... .. ... .. .. .. ... .. .. .... . .. .. .. ... . $ 13 .2 5 

Sheets (Quad rilled o r No-Quad. ) No. 1472. Shipping Weight 3 pounds. Per 50. .... .. . 7 .50 
From Your Local Dealer or Direct. Writ e fo r Latest Catalog. 

ELBE FILE & BINDER COMPANY, INC. 
Genera l Offices & Factory : 
FALL RIVER , MASS. 

New York Sales Office : 
18 EAST 3 1st ST., NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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Public Auction Sales 

F or U tmost R esults 
Sell Your Collection 

Through Our 

MONTHLY SALES 
4I Y ears E x perience - JI4 Sales 

Write for Special Terms & 
Current Illustrated Catalog 

President, V A H AN MozIA r , 

C. C. No. 70. 

V AHAN MOZIAN l Nc. 

505 F IFTH AVE ., N . Y. C. 
WANTED for CASH 

STAMPS OF THE 

OLD ITALIAN STATES 

LOMBARDY V EN ETT A 

MODENA 

N APLES 

N EA POLIT AN PROVINCES 

PARMA 

R OMAG N E 

ROMA N STATES 

SARDI N IA 

StCI LY 

T U SCANY 

in very fi ne t o superb co ndition only 

D. S. BOLAFFI 
551 FIFTH AVE. NEW YORK 

Stamp D ealers aud Experts Siuce I 894 
TWO IltlPORTANT SALES 
APRIL 21" 22" 23" 24 

'l'HE ••E. C. P. MONSON .. COLLEC'l'ION 

Of BRITISH EMPIRE STAMPS 
An excep tional Sale comprising XIXth and XXth Century . This 

collection contains a wealth of material in the earlier issues and hun­
dreds of complete sets to £1. Canada, Newfoundland, British W est 
Indies, are particularly well r epresented. 

APRIL 28" 29 
A very fine Foreign Sale. Rare British Colonies, E uropeans, Stamps 

on Covers, and many unusual i tems. · 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUES. 
All enquir ies to :-

HARMER, ROOl(E & CO., INC. 
T H E WOR LD'S LEADING STAMP AUCTIONEE R S 

551 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK (and LONDON ) 
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Boston Auction Sales 

I hold auct ions regularly in Boston, and would be 
glad to send my Catalogues to any Collector applying 
for them. 

I am always in the market for collections, U . S. or B . N. A., which 
I will buy for cash outright, or sell at private sale, or at auction on a 
commission basis. If desired, a liberal advance against pending sales 
will be allowed on any desirable items. 

DANIEL F . KELLEHER 
7 Water Street Room 404 Boston, Mass. 
B. & K. Special Offers 

No. 13 
30 Pages 

Free on Application 
Contains offer s of a la 1·ge number of 
Brit ish Colonial stamps a t sp ecia ll y 

a t t ract ive rates. 

List of Iring George V Iss u es. 
Quota tions for scarce stamps. 

• • • 
Our stock comprises stamps of all coun­
tries, Colonial and Foreign , from early 
to late issues. Lists of stamps requi r ed 
have always careful attention and a 
stock book of any country ls available 

for advanced co llectors. 

• • • 
We are always glad to have offers of 
collections or lots of better-class stamps. 

• • • 
BRIDGER & KAY. LTD . 

86 Strand, London , W . C. 2 
Auction Sales 
Ou r Auction Department is a large 

factor in our business and has shown 
excellent results during the past year. 
Ca r eful and accurate descriptions assu re 
our buy8r~ and sellers the maximum in 
satisfaction. 

• • • 
W e can offer early dates and attrac­

tive terms to collectors desiring to sell 
their stamps. 

• • • 
Cor responden ce is solicited. 

• • • 
Catalogues are per sonally prepared b y 

ffiWIN HE™AN. 

• • • 
A Catalogue of our Current Sale will be 

sent upon req uest. 

• • • 
IRWIN HEIMAN 

8 W est 4 7t h St., New York, N. Y. 
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NEVIS 
1866 1sh Yellow Green, Mint. S. G . No. 14b, Scott No. II. 

rhis is the scarce variety, "Crossed Lines on 
Hill," being No . 9 on the sheet. 

We have many equally fine pieces of NEV IS . We specialize in supe rb items 
of all foreign cou ntri es throughout the world . We wi ll comply with request to 
send on approval. 

HOMAN, KRASSA Co., INc. 
Th e House For Classic l srnes 

Established 1886 

55 I FIFTH AVENUE AT 45TH STREET NEW YORK, N. Y . 
The Typewritten Issues of 

UGANDA 
SCOTT'S NOS. 1 - 53 

Are among t~e most interesting of African 
Issues, and they seldom appear in dealers 
stock books. From a famous collection I 
have recently acquired some of these quaint 
and rare stamps, including a st rip of 3 
values " Se Tenant." 

"Looking Backwards" 
50 Years of Philately. Illust rated Mem-

oirs of Travel , Stamp Collecting, and Deal ­
ing, Over 50 Years, with Memories of Fa ­
mous Collectors, on art paper. Parts 1 and 
2 have now appeared, Price 10 Cents each, 
post free . 

FERRARI 
The World 's Greatest Stamp Collector. 
I have for sale a number of unique letters 

written by this famous stamp collector. 

W. T. WILSON 
Royal House, South Parade, 

SUTTON COLDFIELD, England 
Business Established in 1 891 
. APRIL 25r , 1942 
AUCTION SALE 

at 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB 

22 East 35th Street 
New York 

In this sale we will have 
very fine selections of early 
U. S., with special sections 
for Stevens Despatch cov­
ers, etc., and an exception­
ally fine lot of Hawaii - on 
and off cover, including 
combination covers. 

Catalogue Sent Free 
Upon R equest 

CARL E. PELANDER 
505 Fifth Avenue, New York City 

Tel. MU. HILT, 2-2545 
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De Luxe United States 
PRICE LIST AND BULLETIN 

In the preparation of this list, which is now 
in the printer's hands, we have combined with 
our stock the finest U. S. 20th Century collec­
tion ever assembled, two very choice i9th and 
20th Century collections and a fifteen volume 
one conta1n1ng nothing but the lmperforate 
issues of the 20th Century. 

The resultant listings we feel confident con­
tain items of interest to all collectors whether 
modest or advanced in their requirements. 

Included are detailed listings of United 
States general issues both 19th and 20th Cen­
tury in singles and blocks. Die proofs of the 
20th Century issues mostly approved and signed 
by the Postmaster. The imperf orate issues 1902 
to 1926 in every possible combination of posi­
tion blocks together with all the different plate 
numbers and types of imprint available. Envel­
ope stamps both cut square and entire, Depart­
ments, Telegraphs and selected Revenues. 

Canal Zone, Philippines, Russia and a vast 
assortment of New and Recent issues of the 
world. Foreign Airmail stamps are represented 
by over 700 items priced according to their 
real worth. 

If not on our mailing list be sure to send 
for a copy. A postal will do-there's no charge. 

Economist Stamp Co .. , Inc .. 
87 NASSAU STREET NEW YORK, N. Y. 



FORWARDING 
AGENTS!' CACHETS 

The following collections have been formed from an original find of 
trans-Atlantic mail. All the impressions are clear and grade from 
fair to superb. I n addition to the actual Forwarding Mark, the 
normal transit and ship markings, together with appropriate postal 
cha.rges, are shown on each 7 etter. A ll are on entire lette?·-sheets. 

UNITED ST ATES, 1830 to 1850: Probably the 
most complete collection ever offered of these valuable and 
interesting covers. The collection comprises: New York, Boston, 
Charleston, New Orleans, Baltimore and Philadelphia, including 
rare and possibly unique covers. The cachets are oval, circular, 
oblong and in straight lines, etc. , impressed in red, blue or black 
with thirteen in manuscript. There are 148 covers, all different. 

Price £150 

GREAT BRITAIN, 1821 to 1850: The collection, 
including Dartmouth, Deal, Falmouth, Hartlepool, Kirkcaldy, 
Liverpool, London, Manchester, Penzance and Portsmouth. 
There are five in manuscript, including one "To be delivered in 
mid-channel." The other impressions are in the shape and 
colours mentioned above, and include the rare Harnden of 
Liverpool, depicting a steamer in oval in black, and the "PAID 
H. & C." in shield in red. In all, 42 covers different. 

Price £85 

COWES, I. 0. W., 1826 to 1846: The collection, 
bearing rare cachets of these Agents, including that of "ROBT. 
R. HUNTER, CONSUL, U.S.A., COWES" in three types, also the 
circular " PREPAID R.R.H." in black. The impressions vary in 
shape and colour as above, and include four in manuscript. 
There are 14 covers , all different. .... .. ... ...... .. ... ...... . Price £25 

* * * 
A small collection of Cachets from S. American and Indian 

Agents , one or two Far East and a number of American, 
priced separately, a re available for clients interested . 

Bobson Lowe, Ltd.. I 
50 Pall Mall9 Lo11don9 

S.,V.l. 

--



HOW CAN I BEST SELL 
MY STAMPS? 

This question, no doubt, has been asked 
of you many times, and you may even have 
asked it yourself. 

There are, of course, many ways of selling 
stamps, but whatever course you follow, you 
expect to realize as much as possible for 
your property. 

"Peddling" your stamps from "door to 
door" or in other words from buyer to buyer 
is one way,-turning your property over to 
a reliable bonded auction firm for disposal 
at auction is another. 

By having the World's Leading Auction­
eers, H. R. HARMER, INC., sell your stamps 
you get the benefit of over 50 Years of Stamp 
Selling Experience. You are assured of 
complete satisfaction and absolute security 
when you use the H. R. HARMER AUCTION 
SERVICE. Ask for Leaflet "Best of Two 
Worlds" detailing full facilities and terms. 

D. B. HARMER~ lne. 
In Association with H. R. HARMER of New Bond Street, London 

THE WORLD'S LEADINC STAMP AUCTIONEERS 
Established Over 50 Years 

32-34 EAST 57th STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 
Telephone: PLaza 3-6482 (2 lines) 


