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T A)fl• COLLECT I Xf~ 

We offer to collectors the world's most efficient service in 
forming outstanding collections of A irmails in every phase 
of Aerophilately: 

NEW ISSU ES: We ma intain a complete New Issue Service 
of m int Airmail Stamps, including the scarce 
issues. By subscribing to this service you are 
assured of acquiring new items in the most eco­
nomical way. Write for fo lder givi ng full 
particulars. 

RARITIES: We handle rare airmail issues which are issued 
in very limi ted quantities and usually not obtain­
able in the open market. 

ERRORS AND VARIETIES: Through our many connections 
all over the world, we are in a position to offer a 
large number of sca rce errors and variet ies to our 
clients. Most of these issues are submitted on our 
New Issue Service as they appeared, before 
prices increased . 

AIR LETTER SHEETS: We also service new issues of air 
letter sheets-a new and very popular field of 
Aerophilately. Our service offers all new air 
letter sheets. inc lud ing scarce issues. Write for 
further details . 

AUCTION SALES : Our next sale now in preparation , 
dates soon to be announced. If you are not on 
our mailing li s t , please write for the catalog of 
the sale which will include mint. used a irma il 
s tamps. and many desirab le covers. 

We welcome your inquiries regarding any 
of the above services. 

F. • IIB SLER 
500 Fifth .-\ yenue ~ew York 36, :\". Y. 

I 

ii 



Vol. 111 No. 3 

THE AERO 

PHILATELIST ANNALS 

Brazil (W e rner Ahre ns-Alfred J. ' Hillel) ................. ........ ...... .. ...... .. .... . 59 

/'ARIG Airline l 1111n 

Paraguay ... .............. ...... .......... .. ....... ......... .................................. .. ............. 74 

G 1111bont Stn111p1 i11 the 'nus Lat ti)' 

Aero Philatelist's 1956 Office rs, 1956-58 Directors ........... ........ ... ..... ..... 74 

Russia (Henry M. Coodkind ) ....... ....................... .............. ....... ................. 75 

Th,. Color Error, roll .J.19n, f/11. 39, OTI fl Co111111ercinl Coflrr 

The Air Mail Bag ... .. ............................ ........ .... .... . ......... .... ....................... 76 

;:/ l f' ttf'r 011 I 11nrtnl Cn1ters 

Editorial . . . . . . . .. .. .. . . .. .. . . . . .. . . .. . . ... ... .. .. . . .. . ... . . .. . . .. . . . . . ... . . .. .. . . . . .. .. .. . . .. .. .. . . .. . . . .. .. 77 

Arro Philatelist's is Tt11 r ,.ors Oltl 

Venezue la (Louis W . Charlat, Sam Rodvien ) 19 
Mort 011 the 1947 Surchargl! Error (C225, Sn11. 398) 

Aero Philatelist's Publications .. ....... ......... .. ... ... ............ ... ................. .... .... 81 

lligh I 11ff'rnatio11nl Awnrds i11 Colombia anti Cubn 

Catalog and Book Reviews . . . .. . ... ... . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . .. . .. . ... . . .. . . .. . . .. . .... . . . . ... . ... . .. 83 

Copyright, 1956. by Aero Philatelists, Inc . 

.d tro Philatelist A n11nls 57 



Henry M. Coodkind, Editor 

137 East 94th St., New York 28, N. Y. 

All communications regarding publication, editorial matters, all literature for review 
should be sent to the Editor. 
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TWO AERO PHILATELIST'S PUBLICATIONS 

In addition to this quarterly magazine issued in January, April, July and October each 
year, members receive '' the Aero Philatelist News", published six times a year to keep 
the members informed of the organization's activities as well as news of lnd1v1duals. 

Are you receiving BOTH publications? If not, please write to : 

Sol Whitman, Secretary 
1462 Taylor Ave., New York 60, N. Y. 
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VARIG 

Brazil's Fi rst Airline 

By WER::'\ ER AH RE'.' 

Translator's Foreword 

It has been a j!reat privilege to render in ro En1?lish from PortuJ?uesc this study of the 
\ 'ARIG i . ues hy the leadinj? autho rity in Brnzil. .\Ir. Warner Ahren of ao P aulo. 

These ~tamp~ had been in use fo r a lmo$t seven years. '.\ ow over t\\ en tr ) ears have 
passed since they were discontinued. Yet it appea rs. th at no comprehensive treatment of 
these issues has so far appea red in Enj!lish. I t cannot be emphasized too often. that these 
a re not prittntrly issurd stamps, but werr isrnl'tl in arrordnnrt ti•itli tlu rtquirrmn 1ts of 
of!irinl regulations got•rniing tlir airmail srrt•iu. A summary of these regulation were 
publi hed recently in the publication of the " Friends of Brnzilian Philately". ( Bull's Eyt, 
Vol. IT, Xo. 2 , pg. 15-18, "The Air .\Iail crvice in Brasil- The Instruc tion~ of .\l a rch 
17, 1927".) 

Of the three ai rlines, which have issued s tamps in Brazil , un i)' \ ' ARIG has survived 
and prospered. Indeed, \ "ARIG has no\\· estahlished another link between Brazil and the 
U nited tat~s of America throu1?h its new se rvice from Porto Alej!rc to :'\cw York. inaugu­
rated in July 1955. ( cc F il?. I). One secs its advertisements in our daily newspapers 
and manr of the popul ar weekly mal?azines. 

. 
Jr . 

!, ic ola:; ~nnabrit: 
521 Fif~h fivenue 
.iE,; YORK l.., l! . Y. 

Al/ml J. llillrl. 

45:i48 

8L5348 

u...... • 

All Jtholu /,,, Bou1rt llt 

Fig. 1. A cover wi th the special " Firs t Direct Flight Brazil-N. Y. VARIG" cancellat ion dated 
July 29. 1955. 
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BRAZIL 

Founding Of The Company 

The origin of\' ARIG. short for \ ' IACAO AEREA RIOGRA:'\ DE:\SE, '. A., goes 
back to the }'ear 1926, "hen Ono Ernst :\layer, a German busine man and former war 
pilot, attempted to intere t businessmen in Porto Alej!re in the formation of a commercial 
airline. After preliminary di cussions had been concluded succes fully. :\layer returned 
to Germany, where he succeeded in interestinJ? rhe Deutsche Luftham.a in hi plan -. 

The first e.wlorarory flil!ht wa carried out in the "Laj?oa dos Pacos" (Ducks' L ake) 
region of the state of Rio Grande do ul on Fehruar} 2, 1927, by the Dornier plane 
"ATLA:'\TICO", still bearing irs German identification insil!Tlia. "D-1012". At the same 
time. in Rio de Janeiro, Flight Commander Hammer laid the j!roundwork for the forma­
tion of the Condor Syndicate in Brazil. During the earl)• staJ?eS, some of the Aighb in 
the territory of \ ' AR TG, the state of Rio Grande do ul. were ca rried ou t under the 
Condor flag. 

The meeting organizing VARIG cook place on :\lay 7, 1927 and permission to operate 
wa given by Decree 17,832 of June 10. 1927. The actual corporate organization of the 
Condor yndicate of Brazil did not rnke place until December 1, 1927 and official per­
mission to operate was granted with Decree 18,07 5 of January 20, 1928, although actual 
ervice had been e tablished before. The two companie cooperated closely. yet from n 

legal point of view VARIG is the older and hence Brazil's fir t airline. On :\larch 17, 
1927 the first "ReJ?ulations governing the Airmail cn•ice" were published in Rio de 
Janeiro by the :\l inister for Transportation and Public \Vories, Dr. \ 'ictor Konder. a 
Brazilian of German descent. At the sugge tion of Commander Hammer, n system for 
the payment of airmail fees was provided, whirh had already proved its worth in 
SCADTA's operations in Colombia. 

The first regular cheduled flight carryinl! paid mail took place on the Porto Alegre­
Pelotas-Rio Grande route on :\l arch 28. 1927, a distance of 28o km ; it was carried out 
by the "ATLA:\TICO" under the command of Captain Rudolf Cramer von Clausbruch. 
On this flight the Regulations of :\larch 17, 1927 were observed in part only. In accord­
ance with Article 2-d-l l , all airmail was subject to a mandatory special delivery fee; thi 
article was not observed for this flight and was abolished on Feb. 29, 1928. 

Under Article 5, the airline was obliged to i sue special stamps for the payment of the 
airmail fees the designs of \\ hich were subject to prior approval by the postal authorities. 
The Regulations also provided a six months period during which provisional means of 
showing pa}'ment of the airmail fees were permitted. pending the preparation of the 
adhesives. 

Hence on this fir t flight. the payment of the airmail fee was acknowledged b)' means 
of a provisional handstamp in the form of a triangle. standinj?: on one of its sides. The 
inscription reads as follows: alonj?: the base, "C01' DOR-Syndikat"; in the cente r, "CO R­
RE IO AEREO 1.300 rs."; and along the ides "O future do Brasil-depende-da ua~ 
communicacoes" ( the future of Brazil depends on its line of communication). Hand­
stamps with fixed values were made for the denominations of 700 rs., 1,000 rs. and 
1,300 rs.; there were also handstamps without indication of value; these were for mail 
requiring higher fees and the amount was entered by hand. An error exists in the inscrip­
tion of one of the 1,300 r . handstamps, the word "communicacoes" beinj?: misspelt 
"comumnicacoes". At the agency at Pelotas. a straight line handstamp reading "AT­
LANTICO", the name of the plane. was frequently used in addition to the triangular 

fee stamp. 
Until June 1-. 1927. this se rvice was operated bv the Condor rndicate, then still in 

the process of formal organization. On that date, the route was taken over by VAR IG, 
which used a similar triangular handstamp. VARIG used a trian1de standing on its point, 
inscribed " VARIG" at the top, "Correio Aereo do Brasil" and ''value" in the cente r 
(700 rs., 1000 rs .. 1,300 rs. or blank with value entered by hand in red ink) and along 
the sides the same inscription a used b)' Condor. 
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BRAZIL 

S. A. EMPREZA DE VIACAO AEREA RIO GRANDENSE 

! 

"II II t " 
I 

I llma . er . A ':''.IF;· LP, Gl. ::>L'.S 

~r .Borv l Sen~os 

., 
Fig. 2. First flight cover Pelgtas-Jaguarao cancelled August 17, 1928. Notice also this date 
is printed on the envelope. (Sam Rodvien Collect ion). 

First Flights 

A further route wa inauj?uratcd hr Condor in April 1927 . Ayinl? from Rio Grande to 
anta \ 'ictoria do Pal mar. in the southern part of the tate near the U ruguayan border. 

Covers from this Ri1?h t should still be in existence. The first co-operative Aight of the 
rwo companies wa~ carried out by the plane " A;\ TO D ~IOXT" on ;\ov. 9. 1927; 
mail was carried by Condor from Rio de Janeiro tn Porto Alegre. continuinj? south by 
\ 'AR IG. The return fli1?ht took place on ;\ov. 11. ~ J ail carried on this Ai1?ht received a 
larj?e special cancel bearing the names of both ai rlines. 

A larj?e number of route~ were escablished thereafter; we list below the dates of fir t 
Ai1?hts and. where possible, the amoun t of mail carried in hoth directions, a mall amount 
in all cases. 

August:;. 1928.• Pelotas to J agu:rrao ( 180 km.) and return. By the plane " BAX­
DE i RA.:\TE" under Capt. Gerhard Kolbe. Quantity carried unknown. 

ept. 6, 1930. Porto Alegre to Pa~so Fundo and return , in unnamed Junkers plane, pilot 
Franz :\ uelle. Quantity unknmrn. 

Feb. 2J. 19J1. Porto Alegre to anta ~ ! aria ,·ia ant:t Cruz, (26g km) and return in 
Junkers plane under Fran? '\uelle. ~!ail carried: JO" gr. to anta Cruz, JOO gr. 
to an ta ~J aria. 

April 19. 1932. Porto Alej?re to Linamento \'ia Bage (·62 km) , return trip on April 20 
b)' the " A'\TA CRCZ". pilot ~lax Frantz and Roberto L au. ?.Jail carried on 
forward trip J5 · gr., return trip 1.JJ 1 gr. 

• Fli1?hl CO\ er< arc poslmorkcd Au1ru1l 17, 1928. Stt Fig. 2. 
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BRAZIL 

July 15, 1932. R io Grande to Livrnmento ' ' ia Bagr (375 km). return trip on July 17, 
1932 from Livramento to Bage and thence to Pelotas. as landing could not be 
made at Rio Grandt. Plane anti pilots as on April q AiJ?ht. ~Iail carried on 
forward trip : 67 gr. to Baj?C, 100 J?r. to Livramento; on return trip, from Livra­
mcnto -6 gr .. from Bage unknown. The first flij?ht on this route sta rting from 
Pelotas touk place on July 19. 

Jul} 25. 1932. Porto Alegre to ruguayana, via Santa Cruz and anta .\! aria ( ·79 km ), 
return trip on July 26. By "L l \'RA.\IE~ TO" under Harald Stunde and Se­
hastiao Ede r. Carried q8 gr. on forward trip and 1,-tOS gr. on return trip. 

Oct. 20. 1932. Porto Alej?re to Cruz Alta (29· km.) nnd return, by " A~ TA CR Z", 
pilob .\l ai. Frantz and Roberto Lau. Carried 6oo gr. on forward trip and 700 

gr. on return trip. 

Oct. 17, 1933. Porto Alcl?re to Palmcira via 'anta Cru1. and Cruz Alta (-too km. ) and 
return. By " A~TA CR Z'', pi l ot~ .\ l a:-. Franlz anti Albin Reppold. Carried 
1,383 j!r. on forward trip and 865 J?r. on return trip . 

.\Jay 25, 19.1-t· Porto Alegre to Quarai via Pclotas (672 km) and return. B} ''Ll\r RA­
.\ I E"\TO", pilots H arald tunde aml Hans Leo Kley. Carried 1,015 gr. on 
forward trip and 680 gr. on return trip. 

This concludes fir~t AiJ?hts carried out during the time \ ' AR IG ~tamps \\ere m use. 
From ept. 6. 1930 ~pecial first fliJ?ht envelope were issued for both trip. in quantme 
of 1,500 or 2.000. A special cover. measurinJ? 165 mm. by 127 mm. aml bearinJ? the inscrip­
tion: "Primeiro \ ' oo Porto AlcJ?re- Livramcnto" or vice-versa. was prepared for the April 
19, 1932 flight: there" ere three adllitional -pecial envelope.., mea uring 155 mm. by 90 mm., 
in the fnllcm inJ? colors: bro'' n for the Porto-AleJ!rt! to Bage lei? of the trip. white for 
Porto Alegre to Livramenro and blue fur BaJ?c tu Livramenro. Only a small number was 
flown properly. the rest appc:tr to have been taken alonJ! hr the e re\\ anti received the ar­
rival cancellation: man} covers arc found cancelled on departure and arrival , hut unad­
dres•cd. On the first flij!ht from Porto Alej!re to Quarai a special envelope was used at 
Pelota. and a specia l cnnccllntion "as u:-e1l , reading " PORTO ALEGRE-QGARAl E 
\ 'OLTA" ( Porro Alcgre-Quarai and return trip) in green nnd .. PELOTAS-QUARA! 
E \ ' OLTA" in violet. 

DurinJ! this period. the folio" inf! ei.perimental or special Aighb tonk pince: 

Jul) 17, 1927 Porto Alegre to Tapes and return ( 16o km. ) By plane YPIRA:-\GA, pilot 
H cintz Puetz, mni l carried 180 gr. 

Jan. 2. 1928 Porto Alegre to Torres ( 2~0 km. ) and return. By the GAL'CHO, pilot 
Rudolf Cramer von Clausbruch. 18 J?r. 

Jan. 9, 1928 Porro AleJ?re co Tramandah} ( qo km. ) and return. 70 gr .. by GAliCHO, 
pilot as above. 

Aug. 2. 1928 Porto Aleirre to Barra do Ribcrio (30 km.) and return. By BANDEI­
RA ' TE, pilot Gerhard Kolhc. ~o mail carried. 

'ept. 23, 1928 Porto Alej?re to anco Amaro (90 km. ) and return , by GA CHO, pilot 
AuJ?USt Wilhelm Paschen. ~ o mail carried . 

.\I ay 26. 1933 Porto AleJ?rC to Dores de Camaquam ( 100 km.) and return . By Ll\'RA­
.\1 E, TO. pilot' Harald tunde and K arl Heinz Ruhl. Onl) three letters \\ere 
carried. 

In addition, a ~pccial Right from Porto Alegre to Ca,ias took place on Feb. 19. 1933 
on this occa~ion of the Grape Fe~tival at Ca,ias. ( FiJ?. J ) OwinJ! to poor weather no 
landing wa~ made, the mail beinl? dropped. The covers received a red cachet and a blue. 

1 a1111ary, 1956 
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r:or.sl 1r 

r heodorc 

I CORR£ U AERIO COMfM RAT \~A r ery 

DAFI!:TA ;U\li I 
18 - 2 - 1 J.'.)3 

PORiO A~-:-. CAXIAS 
:-----n_c_r · · 0 ~ l ----

Paternoster 

ca x1as 

Frg. 3. Cover flown February 18, 1933 or1 the Por to Alegre-Caxras Flight. l H. M. Goodkrnd 
Collectron l 

double circle cancel a t Ca,ia inscribed: " FE ' TA DA CYA CAX IA FE\ ". 1933''. 
Cover" not bearinl! th i" blue cancel were not ca rried un this ffi1?ht. 

Thi, com:ludc the list of routes on '' h1ch \ " arij!; ~tamps we re used. since these stamps 
ceased un June 30. 193~ and \\ ere replact."d hr airmail ~ramps issued by the postal au thori­
tie,. The network of route, in the state o t Rw Grande do ul hO\\ eve r e'panded :,, teadilr; 
later on. the service ''as e:-.tended to Rio de J anciro. cuverinii the tares of antn Catarina, 
Par:m a and ao Paulo and at the present time a direct line to ' e'' York wa. in:tUJ!Ur­
a ted in J uly t95-. ( Fig. 1) 

Cancellations 

At rhe hej!inninJ!. double circle cancell ations were used at P orto AleJ!:re. Pelotas and 
Rio Grande reading:" ER \ "ICO AEREO-\ '. A. Ri. G .. " the date, in three lines, appcar­
inl! in the center. In isolated cases durinf! 1927, the provisional tri angular handstamp a 
' ' ell ao; the agency stamps of Pelotas and Rio Grande were used a cancellinj? de\•ices. 
From t929 on a ne'' double ci rcle cancellation came into use, the upper part readinj?. in 
two lin t>s : " \ 'ARIG " I " ER\'ICO AEREO :'\O BRAZIL": the lo\\er part gave the 
place of ori1!in. the t\\ o part• of the inscription being separated on each side by six qua re 
dots. The da te appears in the center in three lines. uch cancellations were in u e at 
the followinl! ci ties: 

from 1929 at Porto Alej?re. Pelotas and Rio Grande 
lrom 193 1 at anta Cruz and 'anta ~ ! aria 
from 1932 at Bage. C ruz Alta , Livramenco and L' ruguaynna 
from 1933 in P almeira 
from 1 93~ at Quarai 

In many en es. advertisinir cachets are to be found on the front or bnck of the cover 
in red. black or violet. These include : 

A rr<J l'/11 /atrlist A 1111als 



BRAZIL 

"CTAL!ZE)I 0 HYDROA\' IOE :-.AC IO:'-.AE ":ind plnne. ( se the domestic 
hydroplanes). 

''~AO FACA )1£ E PERAR RE PO:\ DA \ ' IA AEREA \'ARIG" (Don't let me 
wait. rep I) by \ 'a rig airmail). 

"GAL:C HO-At.:XILIA A \ 'AR IG ELA FOi FL':-- DADA PARA TE ER\'IR" 
(Gaucho. help \ ' ARIG. it wa~ created to serve you.) (Gaucho is a Brazilian term 
to denote the natives of the 'care of Rio Grande do ul). 

Stamps and Rates 

For its lir · t issue of scamps, \ "AR!G used scamps ordered by the Condor yndikat at 
the Reichsdruckerci of Berlin, Germany. The•c •tamp~ did not bear the name of the air­
line. They \\ere overprinted with a new \•alue and/ or "R'" for registration or "E" for 
•pccial delivery mail amJ the name \ ' ARIG by the Li,·raria do Globo at Porco Alegre. 
The basic stamp with a value of Rs. 1$300 was printed in heet 11f o stamps (5 ' 10) 
on paper watermarked with circles and crosses, and perforated q y.I. The color is green, 
generally light green. occasionally dark. 

Fig. 4. The First Varig Issues of 1927-28. IDr. R. H. Shrady Collection) . 

Originally, the airmail fee for lener and postcards was Rs. 1$300 up to 20 gr. and 
the same amount for printed matter up to 50 gr.; additional units of '' eij!ht were 700 rs. , 
rhe registration fee was 400 rs. and •pecial delivery tee 700 rs. H owever, oon Rs. 1$300 
was charj!ed for each unit of 20 or -o gr. re,pectively and the specia l delivery fee was 
raised to Rs. 1.,,000 on Au11:ust 1, 1933. In December of 1930 weiitht units were changed 
to 5 gr. for letters and 12. - gr. for printed m:ttter and two zones were in tituted. The 
new rares were, for each weight unit, 350 rs. up ro -oo km .. 500 rs. for distances over 
500 km. 

The first overprinted scamps were i sued on '.\ov. 9. 1927. the values of 700 rs. and 
Rs. 1S300. The first issue of the 700 r•. •tamp consisted of 4,000 stamps, overprinted in 
one operation. A second issue was relca~ecl in 1928. consistinj! of 1,000 copies, in which 
ca.e the value ,'700 was added to stamps on \\hich the lel!end \ "ARIG had already been 
printed. Thi~ second printin1t may be rcc<>j!nized by the fact that the ink of the ;100 i 
more glo''} and lighter in color than that of the \ ' AR I G overprint. Four printinl!- of 
the R::. 1:300 were re lea ed. 1 ·.ooo >tamp. on :'-.Cl\'. 9, 1927, (The overprint VARIG 
measures 12.5 mm. ), ;,ooo ~tamps on ept. 8, 192~ ( \ .AR I G measures 9. - mm.) , 8.500 
~tamps (In Jan. 11. 1929 ( \ 'ARIG measure• 13.· nun. ) and J l ,000 tamps on Apri l 24, 
1929. ( \ "ARIG measure~ 12.5 mm. ) The liM and tourth printinit may be distingtti~hed by 
the color of the overprint; ca rmine and dull for the fir•t. li1?ht red and gloss}' for the 
fourth printinl!. ( Fig. 4 ) 

The re1?istration and special deli"err •tamp:< were 1•<ued durinit the period from 
) J arch . 1928 to Aul?. 4. 1930. There \\ere three printinj!~ of the first special delivery 
stamp with a wral i,,ue ol 9,000; and four printing:; of the fir,t rej!i<tration s tamp with a 
total of 10, ·oo. (Fil?. ;) 
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BRAZIL 

fig. 5. The First Var ig Registra tion and Special Delivery stamps. IDr. Shrady Collection ). 

O wing to the change in rates. a new series of overprinted stamps was issued on Dec. 
, 1930. tamps were overprinted in black fo r rate corresponding to the first zone ( up to 
oo km.) and the following values issued: o r . ( ~ .9·0 stamps). 350 rs. ( 15.000). 700 rs. 

( 10,000), 1$o50 (3,000) and 1 $~00 (7,000). Stamps were overprinted in red with the 
va lues for the second Lone (over 500 km. ) and 2,500 each issued for the fo llowing values; 
500 rs .. 1$ooo, 1$500 and 2$000. 

An error is found on each heet of the 1Sooo \•alue, the value appearing incorrectly 
as 1S500. Hence there are 50 such stamp . which a re included in the above total of 2.500. 

The last two overprinted stamps appeared on l\ov. 23, 1931 , when the Varig definitive 
is ue was already in circulation. One is a registration stamp overprinted with a script 
letter "R" of which 1,950 ''ere issued. The other is a special delivery stamp, overprinted 
with a script letter " E". ot which 2,000 were issued. Both overprints are in black; how­
ever, one sheet of the registration tamp wa overprinted by mistake in red. This heet 

For 30 years we have been specia lis ing in all unusual items : Errors, Varieties, e tc., 
regardless as to whethe r they are or are not listed. 

Now we have on hand a very large selection of Airmails U. P. U., U. N .• Inverted Centers, 
Sports, Topicals. Min iature Sheets, De Luxe Sheets, Proofs, Die Proofs , Rotary, etc., etc. 

We have oddities and unusual items from many different 
countries as:-

Albania, Abyssi nia, Belgium. Brazil. Canary Islands, Co lombia, 
Congo, Croatia, Czechoslovakia , Danzig, Ecuador, Epirus, Far East, 
France & Colonies, Greece. Georgia, Honduras. Iceland , Ifni , Iran , 
Italy & Colonies, Latvia , Liberia. Lithuania, Monaco, Nicaragua , 
Paraguay, Poland, Romania, Russia, Saar, Salvador, Scad ta , Spain 
& Colonies, Tangier , Tanna Touva, Uruguay, Venezuela . 

We will gladly make up special offers or selections on approval. 
Please write countries. price range and specialties. (Usual 
references, please l . 

We are also always buyers of similar material. 

15 Park Row New York 38, 1 
\' . 
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Fig. 6. The 1930 Vang Issue. (Dr. R. H. Shrady Collection I. 

was withheld from sale and i;:iven to a stamp rlub in Porto Alegre. Altogether. 138.9·0 
ha ic scamps were overprinted by \ ' ARlG. 

\ 'cry few varieties have been lound on the overprinted stamps. Of the fir r registra­
tion stamp, 700 stamps exist without the overprint " \ 'A Rl G" and in rhe ca,e of the 
Rs. 1$300 scamp, two sheets each of the econd and third prinrinl! have double overprints. 
one being inverted. A few other varieties exist, highly desired by specialises. 

Dennitive Issue 

As the tock of stamps printed by the Reich druckerei of Berlin neared its end, a new 
set of definitive stamps was printed h)• the Livraria do Globo in Porco Alegre. The 
design, approved by the postal authorities, was prepared by E. Zeuner. I t shows rhe 
Icarus in ignia of \' ARIG. The scamps were printed in sheets of fifty. (5 ~ 10). on 
unwatermarked paper. although some values show a papcrmaker's watermark. Only the 
top value, Rs. 10$ooo. wa primed '>n paper watermarked " \'E~CEDOR-EXTRA 
STRO:\G". All s tamps are perforated q. 

The first series was placed on sale on April 27, 193 1 • consisting of the following 
values: 50 rs. epia on cream, 350 rs. red on white. 500 rs. ultramarine on light blue, 
700 h. oranf?;e on light yellow, 1.000 rs. wine on pink. r.o o rs. green-black on green-white, 
1,400 rs. red brown on light yellow. 1,500 rs. green-black on £!reen-whire, 2,000 rs. violet 
on pink and 10,000 rs. black on white. 

h has never been ascertained why \ ' AR I G changed colors as new pr in rings became 
nece·sary. It may have been due to difficultic• in procuring ref?;ular supplies of the same 
colored paper. It doe not seem likely that these chanites were l!Overned by philatelic 
influence, since printinir were determined well in advance for a considerable period. 

One year a frer the original is<ue, on :\I a~ 18. 1932. the 50 rs. was i•<ued in olive­
irrey on pink and \\as followed on ept . 19. 1932 by 500 rs. steel blue on yellow. Chanl!:e:. 
in 1933 were a:- follows: on Jan. 23. ·o rs. blue-itreen on liJ?ht J!reen; on June 27, ro r . . 
chocolate brown on white. 500 rs. cl ark \•ioler-blue on green-white , 1.000 r . yellow-bro\\ n 
on pink and 2,000 rs. dark blue on pink. The re1!'.isrration s camp 400 rs. on 1.o'iO rs. and 
the special delivery stamp 1,000 r . on 1,400 r~. were i~sued on Aug. 1, 1933. 

On June 30, 1934, VARIG st:tmps were \dthdr:t\\·n and replaced by airmail scamps 
i sued by the postal auchoriri". During rhe last ~i' months of use. the followinl! values 
with changed colors were issued: Jan. 8 . 1934. ro rs. g:reen on white; J:in. 18. ~o rs. 
ca rmine on pink. ·oo r~. lilac on pink, 700 rs. 1?:rcen on blue-green. 1.0-0 rs. oran£!e on pink, 
1,.i-00 rs. blue-green on liitht-blue and 1.500 rs. \\·ine on lig:ht-blue. There followed. on 
Jan. 26. the 400 r;;. reg:i;;rr:ition stamp on 700 r .. j?rccn on blue-£?recn. on Jan. 31, the 1.000 
rs. special delivery scamp on 1,050 rs. orange on pink. Ocher values appeared as follows: 

• Tr11,.,/1110r'1 f 'ootnolf :-Co-er. and cnrd• oi.1 "i1h nn \rril l?. 1931 l'orto AleJ!re cancellation. 
Tho1t examintd seem 10 ho" rhiln1elic rn1her 1hnn commercinl u111i:e. One of 1he1e curds i• illus1rn1td. 
(See Fig. 7) 
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.. , 
SANTA MARIA 

Fog. 7 . An unaddressed post Ci!rd with the April 22. 1931 cancel. !Sam Rodv1en Collection ). 

1,000 r-. sepia on white on :\J ay 3; on June q . all on white paper. 50 rs. dark blue, 
1,000 rs. <la rk green. and 2.000 rs. li j?ht brown. The la t special delivery an<l registration 
tamp were i sue<l June 16, -too rs. an<l 1,000 rs. hoth on ro rs. green on white. Finally, 

the last Va rig stamps to be issued were the 1.050 rs. choco late brown. •.-too rs. lilac-rose 
and 1.~00 r . orange. all on white pape r, placed on ale June 19, 193+ Of the 37 stamps 
of the Icarus design, the following quantities were issued:• 

Rs. -t/27 /J • / 18/32 9/ 19/32 1/ 23/33 6 27 33 
-o 30.000 -t0.000 · o.ooo 

3 0 6o.ooo 30.000 
-oo 20,000 30,000 20,000 
700 -t0.000 

1,000 16,000 10,000 
1.0 50 15,000 
1.+00 1 · .000 
I. -oo 16.000 
2.000 10.000 10.cco 

10.000 8.ooo 

R~. 1/ 8 3+ 1/ 18/J+ 3 3+ 6/ q 3-t 6 19 3+ 
-o 6o.ooo I .000 

350 80.000 

;oo 50.000 
700 ~0.000 

• r,.,,.,,,,,.,., f oolttolf The rial• of th• \ AR IG dcri11ili\e> \\ ere dc.tro~cd nn Jul} ?S, "lJ-'· in 
tht office< of the "'"'l'"rcr "'Diorio de :\'oticiu•·. \ mone tho"' rre...,111 \\ere \J r. Ruhcm Rerto • • rcrrc­
SelllJllH of \" ARIG lof "hich he ;, 110" 1he rrc11de111 J. 1he re2ional dorcc1or of l'o'1 J nd Telurnphs • 
• reprccenrnti\e of " '• '-" rnr111 Jo Globo. \\ho idc111ificd 1hr rl t11e; n11d rrrrr-enrnllHS of thr prto< onJ 
<tamp club•. 

A l'rfl Pliilflt1 lis1 A 1111nls 
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Fig. 8 . Registration Stamps of 1934 in a full sheet of 50 with four positions punched ou t . 
(john j . Britt Collec tion ). 

1.000 10,000 1 · .000 
1,050 35,050 10,000 
1.+00 30,000 10,000 
1. · oo 25,000 15,000 
2.000 6,ooo 

10,000 

8/ 1/33 1/ 26 3+ 1/ 31/ 3+ 6 1 16 3+ 
.. R" Special D elivery 10,000 20,000 10,000 
"E" Rej!istration 10,000 19,950 10.000 

I n view of the fact that from Auj!. 1. 1933 to J une 16. 193+ all stamps with fau lty 
printing were dest royed by a control commis:<ion, it is necessary to reduce the above 
;1mounts by the followi ng quantitie . (;\o faults were found 111 the last printing). 

50 rs. blue 1,-00 rs. + iOO rs. 6o 
50 rs. red 30 350 rs. 2+ 

1.+00 rs. 50 2,000 r . 120 

I St 2nd 3rd 
Printing 

Registration stamp 58 1,6+6 13+ 
pecial deliver) stamp l.l-9 2,090 12 

Altogether, a total of 911,000 stamps were printed of \\ hich +.378 were de troycd. so 
th at a total of 906.632 stamps were placed on sale. 
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rn the J anuary 193+ printinj?:. of the rej?i- t ra tion and special delive ry stamps, faulty 
overprints "ere removed br punch in!? a hole, 16 mm. in diameter: in this manner, four 
regi,trations aml h\'e ,pecial deh\'er~ · ramps were demonetized un each ,heet. P airs with 
one :.tamp punched in this manner a rc highly desi red piece>.* (Fig. 10) 

Ir appears tO me tha t at lea t ome philatel ic inOuence is evident in the last issues 
relea>ed in .I une 193+. These stamps \\ere valid fo r only 12 and 1 b days, and were issued 
after the agreement between the postal au tho rities and \ •AR I G ( Order -27 of Apri l 193+) 
terminatinl? the use of \ ' AR I G's •tamp ... as of June 30, 193+. There can be little doubt 
that ,ufficient quantities of earlier printings were still on hand , especiall}' since a sizeable 
printin!? had been relea ed in January. o the June i ue could have been avoided. 

tamp' of the June printing:. a re hard to find in used condition, and mnst of the few covers 
a re likely to stem from philatelic use. 

~ l ost denomina tions corresponded to multiples of the basic rates, i.e. 350 rs. for the 
fir:.t and 500 r". fo r the second zone. The 10,000 rs. value, meant fur heavy letter:. had 
only one printing and used copie a re scarce. The 50 rs. value appea rs to be rather use­
less: it could only be u•ed in multi ple,,. In view of its low face value, it seems to have 
been bought mainly by collectors. 

Apart f rom collectors in the sta te of Rio Grande do Sul, Brazilian collectors in gen­
e ral have la rge))• ignored the \ ' AR IG (a well as the CO~DOR and ETA ) stamps, 
regard ing them as privately issued. They forge t , that, based on postal legislation, u e of 
such stamps was manda tory and that the design was subject to official approval. In the 
Brazilian tamp market. mint stamps a re plentiful, used stamps are hard to find except 
for the 3-0 rs. value, and covers are almost non-existent. 

• Translator'r f ootnotr :- This nto~nmr in iu \ ol. I, No. ~ pp. 117·2 I discussed DI length a nl)Slcr) 
re~ordini; different opinions \\ ritlen in tht pnSI for an t~plonat ion of t he punched holes on the shccu of the 
Special Deli\ er) anJ Rc11i1t ra11on 1ump1. The illuttrntions of l" o complete shccu "ith the holes from 
t his t 9;~ M : ao PHILATELI ST ANNALS arliclc arc 1ho\\n again. (Figs. and 9 ). 

incc thrn other complete shcch "ith the holes ooctl y u those illustrated hove 11ppcared nnJ ha\'e 
been c•am1ncd. On 1 recent trip to Brazil. .llr. :iam Noil••lf11 carefull y in\'c1t iiratcd thit mailer. The 
Brazil ion nuthoritic1 consulted , "ho had liut -hnnJ knowlcdi:c of these iuuea. all ga\'C the same report , 
"hich is oubnantia ll ) the folio" in11. 

\\'hen the c.ominin11 Commi1tcc of l'hilntcllit• nrrointcd bi the \ 'ari.e Co. inspected the shccu before 
1ole. t li.eh t \llriations were noticed .. i1h the " R" nnd " E" on >C\ cral positions. Bcl iC\•in~ that o fc" such 
letters " ith a slight!) different type could pouibli creole u \ oricty of \'aluc for collectors. the Committee 
rccomrncnded the den ruction of . uch \'orictict. Therefore, it " as decided that the moil practical meant to 
accomplish this " "' b) punchin.e out oil those po.iliont in the sheet that did not ha\'e n uniform O\'crprint. 
Thi, "as Jone bi the Com111i1tec of E•nmininir l'hilatclisi. uppointcd b> the \ 'arii: Co. T his Committee 
"•• rnreful. "hich is de.cribed 111 the followini: p11un11c token from the authoritali' c handbook, "Catalogo 
Jc cllo· da \ 'arii:". :-

Excerpt• from the report of the E\ontinml: Co111rni>>1on, J anuori 30. 19H· 

"The connniuion of the undcr.i1Cnctl philatcli.t<. "hich ha• met at thr i11,•itat ion of \ ';\RIC to 
c•amine t he rntire iuuc of stnmr• nbout tu be placed on sa le Ii\ thnt compan) and char!!•d " ith the dc1truc­
t ion of nil ddccti\'C ot1mp1 or sheet-. Jcclnrcs as folio"• : 

i . that \ ' ARIC prc<entcd \arrou, pucknuet containinic .... t\\ ent) thousand •lnmp1 " R.R s ~oo" 
o\Crprmtcll 111 block on •tomr• of ;on r.. i:rccn on blue rnrcr: nincleen thou and nod lihv •tomp• 
"E.R•. tooo" O\'trprinted in hlnck on >lRlllp or '"'" rs. orunuc on ru•e paper .••. the •1uantitics of 
"hrch " ere m urecmrnt " ith the .hirrinu memos of the LI\ rarin Jo Gloho. 

J. Of the ,·aluc " R. R •. ~ oo", Durini: thr procccJin!!>. 1, ; 96 otnntr• '"" rcnJ•rcd uscle>S bl 
meaou Of 0 J'llOCh Of 16 mm. J inmetcr bCCAU•C Of JtftCU Drl>inu from the pfolC; this \\ft> applieJ tO four 
•lRmp• on each of 399 •heeu. 1his mctholl beinu usctl tu o\01J later difficulties hi \ ",\RI C on the control 
nnd honJ lini: or thr jlAlllpl. One •hrct or , .. .inmp • No. I Otl I \\. bu mt, heine a proof sheet . 

Of the ,·nluc " E.R•. t ooo". 1,990 >tamp,, i.e. fi\C •tamr> from rach of ft total of J9~ ohcch \\Crc 
renJrrrJ U'dC'•-t in th~ sn111e manner om.I for chr- 1on111c rrn·on .h 1or the '"R.Ri . .Joo'". th 1hc~ contn111ed 
Jdeci- nri.int: from 1hr plot•. One •hret, :-O:o. tu;6. co111nininu fift)' •tomp• \\O• rejected nnd burnt 
hecau•e 1hc O\Crprint "" c.cc"i"ll tl i•rl nccJ . 

. I . \ port of thc'e rrocccJ in!!. the pl31c used for the mo oHrprint. menuoncd abo\c \\ere 
rendered u•el•,. and burnt." 
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\ Vhile these • tamps were in ci rculation. only two were involved in philatelic specula­
tion , the special delivery and registration stamps wicl1 black script "R" and "E" over­
prints on the original basic stamp. \t\1hen they were issued on :'\ov. 23. 1931. the registra­
tion tamp was sold out in six hours, the special delivery scamp in four. It is said that 
in the absence of special delivery or registration stamps. ordinary tamps were used 
instead. 

\t\' e now turn to those scamps of the Ica rus issue, on which parts of the papermakers 
watermark is visible. In the case uf the two line watermark "\'E~CEDOR-EXTRA 
TRO'\G". thi appears on about 10' r of the respective quantities for the following 

values: 50 rs. sepia, 1,0-0 green, -oo rs. Heel-blue, -o rs. da rk green and the registra­
tion stamp .i.oo rs. on 1 ,o·o green. 

Approximately 10'; of the respective quantities of the following stamps show part 
of the watermark "WESTER POST:" 500 rs. ultramarine, 700 rs. orange, 1 ,.i.oo rs. red­
brown, the special dcli\•ery stamp 1,000 rs. on 1,-1-00 rs. red-brown. Of the J an. 18. 193.i. 
printinJ? this applie to the 50, 500, 700, 1,050, 1 . .j.OO and 1, ·oo rs. stamps; the special 
delivery stamp 1 ,ooo rs. on 1 ,050 rs. orange, the registra tion stamp .i.oo rs. on 700 rs. 
green and the 1 ,000 rs. stamp, sepia. finally. approximately _,, of the total issue of the 
5ors. olive-grey on pink of ~lay 18, 1932 shows pan of the watermark ~I ETROPOLE 
BO:\D. 

At various times. rria l proofs of the Icaru stamps were made to determine s uitable 
colors and papers; the number of different trial proofs made was 68 in 19]1, 2.j. in 1933 
and 5-1- in 193.i., in the quantity of fifty imper forate and ungummed stamp for each proof. 
These proofs are found onlr in larJ?e specialized collections. 
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SCOTT!lS AIR 
POST ALBU~I 

A11tl S 11pplc men• .l\'o. 16 

Complete album in 3 bind-

ers, new Supplement .. .. .. $32.50 

Supplement :;:f 16, covering 

air pos t issues of 1953 

through. 1954 ..... .... ..... .... 9.00 
S t'OT1' Pl'llLll'.ATIO~S. Int·. 

461 Eighth Avenue, New York 1 , N. Y. 

Plr-osl' ,,rt/rr from yo ur de11/er. 
I/ ordering from publislter, add postage. 
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Fig. 9 . Special Delivery Stamps in fu ll sheet of 50 where five stamps have been removed by 
holes. I John J. Britt Collection) . 

Stamps for Sale ? ? ? 
WE CAN BE OF SERVICE TO YOU ! ! 

For more chnn a qunrtcr of a Centu ry. CO LLECTORS. DEA LERS. TRUST COMP ANI ES 
and EXECUTORS OF ESTATES bnve consulted us reirardinir t he conversion of Phllattlic 
Propertiu into CAS H. 

IF YOU WANT TO SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION • 
we can offer H rly dntu nnd nttrnclh'e t erms. Expert supervision of oil mnttria i by nn 
t1 11eriencod Phllnlellc Auc1ion .. r. Liberal ndvnn c .. pendin111 sale. Comprehensive Insuran ce 
and Holmes Elec1ric P rot oc1ion 1.nfosrunrd1 you r properly whil• In ou r posu u ion . Our Catalor 
dill ribul ion is "'orld-wide. 

OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE 
succusfully pious Collcclion r. Stock• ond Ra rit ies wh• re th is method is p referrod. 

IMMEDIATE CASH IS WAITING 

• :>; • ; 
I 
• 
• ~ • =i • 
ii 
"'" • i 
• 

ror lh • oul ris:ht pu rchnn of suilahlo mnt • rin l rtirnrdl .. • of omoun1. • 

Our Advice, Backed by 30 Years Experience in t he Sta mp Trade, is at Your Disposal r.i 

.-~~~~~~~~~~•n_f_or_m_n_1_1o_n~C_h_••_r_f_u1_1y~C-i_"•-n~~~~~~~~~~~~~--'-,.~~~ 

u v in9 11 111erica11 Philately Since 1926 

2 W EST 46th STREET NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

n oo111 ':O AB~ .,.,., . ' l ....... , .. 
~ .. . ---····· 

• 
'--~~.,.,.--,..,..---.,.,.--~~...,....~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~· 
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Ga. tfio ~loeiro Go~c s 

.• un ~oo:ie dn , Jrt.o .1 re 
e .. ,_3 3 ----- ---

Fig. I 0. Cover flown in June, 1934 including a copy of the REGISTRATION stamp with the 
CENTER PUNCHED OUT as seen in the lower left corner. !Sam Rodvien Collect ion ). 

Countcrtcits 

Registration anti specia l deliver} stamps overprinted with hlack sc ript letter " R" and 
"E", issued :\ ov. 23, 1931 have been counterfeited to defraud collectors. The basic stamp. 
1.300 rs. overprinted V ARIG in red was freely available to the forger, o the la rge pos­
sible profit tempted them. These two counterfeits arc dangcrou~ .. o that these st amps 
J 1ould not 1-e bought without an expert opinion. 

The entire set of Ica rus basic ~tamps was forget! abroad: the e counterfeits arc not 
dangcrou. however. ~ince many occur with fantasy cancellations of variou types. none of 
which were C\•er usctl by \ ' ARIG. In the origina ls. there i ~ a definite though small break 
be t\\ een the three ci rcles su rrounding the figure anti the back of the heat! of the lcaru 
liiru rc: th is break tloes not e:\ist in the coun terfe its. (Fig. 11) 

Covers 

;\Jo~t cover bearing VAR I G stamps a re from se rvices within the s tate of Rio Grande 
Jo ul. Especially desired are covers from the interio r uf the •tate, sent to the :\'o rth o r 
abroad ,·ia Porto Alegre. such as co\'er .. to Ll ruguay, Argentina o r Europe carried by 
AEROPO TALE. From Februar} 193+ on, we may fintl cover' fo rwarded to Europe 
by the Deut~che Lu fthansa. A few Z eppelin covers from that period C'\ist also, \\ hich 
are reJ?artletl as greatly de irable pieces by specialists. 
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Genuine In All 

Counterfe its,Both ~tam.~s And 

Fig. I I . Genuine copies of the Icarus stamps on top, counterfeits on the bottom. 

In all cases, these covers bear the official airmai l stamps issued by the postal authori­
ties in addition to the \'ARIG stamps; thC' l?Overnment issue paid for the carriage from 
Porto Alegre on, where these stamp were cancelled by the post office. For registered mail, 
\'AR lG u ed a rectangular handstamp, divided into two sections by a vertical line ; it 
shows an " R" in the box ro the left, and to the ri1?ht. in two lines. VARIG, and below 
'.'o. . the proper number being entered by hand. 

Rej!:i tered letters destined beyond Porro Alegre were transferred there to the post 
office, where the~· received a new registration number. .\(any VARIG letters bear the 
cancel " .\1. P." . denoting "mao propria" (br hand); this means that such letters were given 
to private individuals or employees of the ai rl ine by the post office. after proper payment 
of postaJ!e had been verified. 

In preparing the present work. we have drawn heavily on the excellent "Catalogo 
hi~ro rica e descritivo dos selos da \ ' AR IG". This ca talog, which contains 57 pages 
23 " 16 cm. with three tables was rublished in 193'i by the Commission on Studies of the 
Philatelic t;nion of Porto Alegre, consisting of .\less rs. Ruy \ ' argas. Gerhard chmeling 
( brother of the former hoxing heavyweight world champion). Oscar \Verkhaeuser and 
Fernando Ronna. The archives of the \ ' ARIG ai rline as well as the Livraria do Gloho 
were at the disposal of the commission. This catalog also rnntains copic of the cert ifi­
cate~ and minute of the proceeding. dealinl! with the de truction of the printing waste and 
the destruction of the plate~ on J ulr 28. 193.i.. 

It is to be rej!retted that the \"ARIG as \\ell a~ the CO'.'DOR and ETA tamp 
are omitted from the cott cata log, probabh• on the assumption that these stamps were 
rrivately i~~ued. This is not so. ~ince these stamps were used pursuant to j!ovcrnment 
regulation" \\'c are in facr dealing \\ ith semi-official s tamps 1\orthy of catalog recoc;ni­
tiun; at the time of their u,.e. no airmail could he sent without rhe~e stamp,.. The,.e stamp 
are listecl by anahria. yet the note describinl! them as " Issues of private companies sanc­
rioned b~ the j!O\'ernment" require~ correction. since the e 'tamp~ 11 ere required to be used 
h~ j?overnmenc regulations. 

Once the collector become interested in the \ 'A RIG stamps, he cannot fa il to become 
ia~cinarecl with this field of early Brazilian airmail and commercial aviation. 
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Paraguay's G unboat 

~ imilar to the joke about the • \\·iss ;\av} is the one about Paragua}. :\Ian} 
years aJ?o the lJnited tares of America sold Paral?uar one of our oh<oletc naval boat", 
a nd this ouch American Republic became a proud owne r of somethinl! we had discarded. 
P araguay's :\:ivy of one J?unboat meant so much to her that it was commemorated on a 
stamp. Look in your cote CacaloJ?ue and see design AP12. In fact, P araguay \\as so 
fond of "her navy" that from 1931 through 19.W this design was re- issued se\•eral times 
m:ikinl? :t total of 15 stamps showinJ? the "Gunboat Paraj?uay" (C39 co C-3). 

Late in eptember of las t year, "Gunboat P araJ?uay" hit the newspaper headlines 
when dictator Peron wa booted out of Arj?entina and tried to find a sanctuary cm thi 
boat. B} 1955 " thi tub" must be pretty old. So we wonder if " the Gunboat ParaJ?uay" 
in the new. with Peron of Argentina is the same a the one shown on cott desiJ?n AP 12? 

Could be. 

Presidt'nl 

Exuulit•r r1u Presiderit 

Fu st f'irr Presitlmt 

Srcrtlnr_i 

Trtas11rtr 

A ssista11t uretar.1 • 
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JOH.:\ R. DILWORTH 
JACOB . G LA ER 
H ER:\IA;\ EL TZER 
R. HA BROCCK H RADY, :\1.0. 
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RUSSI A 

An Ai r ~1ai l Co er Found 

With The E rror (San. 39, Scott 449a) 

Probably every srnmp collector . dream. of findinir valuable srnmps in some hidden or 
unknown place, or of buyin~ a more valuable stamp th at had been incorrectly iden tified as 
the more common variety. The trouble i ~ that such dreams seldom come true. This is 
the :account of an exception. 

As an avid cover collector, we know th :1 t cnvcrs with Russian stamps from the time 
that the Soviet Government sta rted issuinl!, its Hood oi multi-colored commemoratives are 
sca rce. ~los t all Russian stamps from the year 1930 en, that one sees in ai r mail collec­
tions. are either unused or cancelled- to-order copies by the Philatelic Agency in :'1 loscow. 
\Tery few of these air mails from Ru sia are known used on cover. Obviously these Soviet 
s tamps are issued for philatelic revenue rather than for postal requirements. :\ot long 
ago. we were browsing among some dealers' stoch. while attending a regional stamp 
exhibition. There seemed to be very little air mail material offered for sa le. However, 
at one dealer's table, there was a long black box jammed full of covers. Going through 
this rather hurriedly. nothing in our specialty was found unti l our eyes lit upon the cover 
illu tratcd. 

Studying it. we noticed that it wrts air mail , and. furthermore, seemed to show a 
commercial. usage, most exceptional because the relatively few Russian air mail cove rs 
known usua lly were prepared b}' philatelists. The stamps on this cover cataloj!: price for 
a few doll a rs. The air stamps are Scott H9· C37 and C38 (San. i\os. 37. 53-+). The 
cover was mailed in 19+0 and so backstamped. Its asking price was $s.oo. 

At first. we were inclined to think the price a bit hiirh. But upon further reflection , 
we realized that Russian ai r stamps used on commercial cove rs were perhaps worth double 
catalog. So we decided to buy the cover at the asking price . 

. \!cl!mmandl;,; . 3 -
l - ' /J u I --~1.-&-

.4 Iv J J J~ Mai~ 

;I'a.uLf H2e~!.ro l> 
It ·s(l. 

a t< .+~ lBY 
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RL"SSIA - AIR.l!AIL HAG 

Aften\ ards we showed the cover around. Ir was politely ad mi reel. but no Ont! went 
into ecst:tsy about it. The general opinion was that we h:td bouitht an interesting cover 
for$·, which would fit nicely in our collection. 'Ve brought the cover home. placecl it in 
our boi. where we keep material to be placed in our album and forj?ot about it. 

:\lonth later. we were workinJ? on the material in the abovcmen tioned bo' and ca.;c 
upon the Russian cover again. ceking the correct annotation for the album paJ?e, we 
consulted ' "the anabria Air Post Cataloeue" tor the pertinent information. Onl} then 
did we m:ikc the following discovery. The top stamp (shown with an arrow) is nor the 
normal one. the 50 kopech black brown (San. '.'o. 37. con +.1-1) , but tltr srnrrr t•arietJ' , 
tlir 50 kopuks GRAY BLC:E, Sn11. No. 39. ·1 his variety i~ listed in Scott. but as a minor 
va riety. l\o. H9a and unpriced. :\ l any had previously examined this cover, but no one 
ever noticed that it had the scarce variety. the GRAY BLUE color. 

\Ve clo c thi~ story on this note. It cannot be determined if our commercial cover 
with the stamp, Russia an. ~o. 39, is unique. \"cry possibly it may be. But we do feel 
that it may he :i lonJ! time until a similar purchase will be made with unei.pcctcd re ults 
as pleasing as this one turned out to be. (// . ill. G.) 

r
i:m.Cuil t!lllll iii 1!111 i!jlljlll!i i!ill!ii!!I :.:n:n::::.::oJlll!lillD!!!LIL.!L.!l! .. !lili11i I jii!I I lllllJlllOlllLllllLJL:LIL ...... I !~! .... 11 ....... 11 ... 1 lllllllll!CP 

TO JOIN AERO PHILATELISTS I 
Simply fill in the membership Application on Page 82 

~~ and mail to : 

~o ""''' "''"'"''""'""'"""'"'~:=~~I'.:~,s~~-THE AIRNIAIL BAG 
(U11drr this /tending a regular /t'at11re will hr r1111 with rorrrsporulmu from .llt'mbtrs. 

'a mes i11 /1111 w ill be 11srd 1111/ess a rontrnrr req11rst is sprri/inl wlirn a rorrnpo111lr11t 
w ill br idl'llti/ird bJ' i11itials 011/y. N otlti11g 1111sig11td will ht' 11srd.) 

In \ "ol. I. :-\o. I (July. 1953 ) AERO PHILATELIST A!OIALS, you list the followinj! ix 
air m:iil stamps known as having i11vatrd cmtt'rs: 

Country San. :\o. Quantity Cat. Price 
u. s. A. I a 100 $~500. 
Bolivia I a 50 500. 
Bolivia 6a 25 750. 
Liberi:i 9oa 8o 325. 
Lithuania .µc 200 25. 
:\ l auritania 15a 50 500. 

The above cataloit prices arc not those stated in the article, but the revised ones as 
listed in the late t edition of the Sanabria catalog. 

Since your article. I have noted live more i11vertrd a11trrs as follows: 

Country 
Bolivia 
France 
France 
France 
Liberia 

San. No. 
12a 

525b 
526a 
527b 
91a 

Quantity Cat. P rice 

8o 

$ 5. 

R. II . Slirady, M .D. 
Englewood, ·. J. 

la1111ary, 1956 



Editorials 

Ten Years Old 

Back in the July. 19:;5 number of this magazine, attention wa called 
Bil! Year Coming lip" . 19-6 has now arrived. ' o AERO Pllll.ATELISTS i 
Those who have been memhers since our inception mar be inclined to a)', 
thi~:-" ~lr. how time does Ry! " 

to 19-6, " the 
10 )ear old. 
after reading 

~ l nny recollections are vivid of "only }esterclny", when a group of about fifteen air 
mail collecco r~ met to e'\plore the possihiliry of forming a special!}' society interested 
primaril~ in air mail stamp~. It \Ub surprising to observe that most of these collectors, 
although h:wing a common interest and heing near neighbors. did not know each other. 
A numher of ,ucce.sive organizational meetings were held in which a few more aero-philat­
elists joined. Looking hack, it i. now realized thnt it is not easy to sta rt a stamp group. 
Thrre were many matrers to consider. which were discussed :me! debated at great length. 
For instance. the election of a name was not easy. A constitution and by-laws had to 
he drawn up. The e seemed to have to be argued '' ord by word. One would make a Ul!­
gestion. to which others would agree. Then our legal advisor would rule it out as not 
permissible. And •O it went. 

But somehow we got '>tarted even with some money in the bank. Then the member­
•hip' began coming in. That was back in the prinl! of 19~6. All this and what was 
clone in the next ten years is in the record. ~ J uch has been accomplished. Vve also know 
that much remains to be done. But on balance, our deeds seem to far outstrip our 
procrastinations. 

We 8pect·a/,ize in 

AMG 
ISRAEL 

POLAND 
TRIESTE 

VATICAN CITY 
Wri te for our price lists. 

ALL THE AIRLETTER SHEETS • AND 1-ST DAY COVERS IN STOCK 

PENNY BLACK STAltlP CO. 
Est. 1912 

S. L. Bayer, Prop. 

116 Nassau Street, New York 38, N. Y. 
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EDITOR/.JL 

What must be borne in mind always is the basis of this work fo r AERO PHILATELISTS. 

Every bit of it ir a labor of love. Anyone, who has done some work for a philatelic club 
or society in any capacity, knows that it is not easy. The biitgest problem volunteers face 
is the time factor. One would like to do this or that. But he cannot spare the time from 
his business or personal life. But the work \\as done. For instance, your editor, if he 
could, would like to total all the t ime he has iriven to AERO PHILATELISTS since 19~6 on 
writinj!. e<litinl! and publi hing. It must run into thousands of hour~. And it is similar 
with all the other officers and committee \\ Orkers. Just an active Pre ident and Editor 
will not make a successfu l scamp orj!anization. A hard-working ecretary and a conscien­
tious Treasurer is very essential. Few realize, even as members of a stamp oq?anization, 
that it i, hard work just to keep a mailinl! list up-to-date. o man) seem to move around. 
Antl if the} do not receive their publication.;, most are not bashful about celling us. 

\\·ell. all this \\ ork and lot · more besides has bern faithfully carried out by those. who 
have served AERO Pl lll. ATELISTS in the past ten years. Also \\ c should not forget our Chap­
ter worken. For in~tance. the Progr:im Direccor has to plan \\ell in advance. be pre­
pared for (a,t-minute cancellations hut have somethin11 set for the meeting niJ?ht. All of 
this is-\\ ork like a Turk with no pay. 

\\•hich leads to the obviou~ question :-\Vhy do people sacrifice ~o much time and 
work for a relatively unessential activiry likr running a philatelic specialty oq?;anization? 
1'111' 011m•..r is philot rly. This me:in~ so much to so man) that we volunteer to orj?anize 
for our mutual interest~ and benefit. Tl11 b,.,/rock a/ pliilot1•/; is knou-ll'llqr. The mere 
accumulation of scampi. \\ ith no purpose or nu undersrandinJ? is not very lastinir. The 
more enthusiastic collector wants to go far heyond thio. 1-1 i. key to the J!reater enjoyment 
of ~tamp collcctinir i~ the free interchan11e ol knowledge. If one slan t• it or connive~ to 
U>e it for elfish gain. to that e'l.tent is philately weaker. RealizinJ? this. we find the rea<ly 
C'l.planation for an orj!anization like AERO PH 11.ATELISTS, and wha t prods •o many to work 
to keep it J?Oing. 

As previnush• written. 1956 will be "A Big Year" for ano ther reason. ft marks the 
fifth International Philatelic Exhibition s taj!cd in the L' nited Srntei.. \Ve all know that 
FlPEX \\ill be one nf the three hem s to open the famous ~ew York Coliseum on April 
28. 19-6. AERO PH ILATEl. ISTS have a big stake here. \Vhy? 

In the fi r , t place. a, in 1936 and 19+7. FIPl'.:X will have a sepa rate division for air 
maib. It is anticipated that 1956 should exceed the previo11s exhihitions both in n quanti­
tative and qualitative ,ense. because as aero-philately aj!t it must show improvements. 
Therefore. Fl PEX \\ill offer a !!rent opportunity to many of our members. ome have 
waited close to ten )Cari. to e:\hihit. 1ncc 19~7 man) have either added to or completel} 
refined their collections. Others will decide to show in competition of the hij!hest calibre 
for the fir~t time. And many a non-exhibitor will wish to view this vast panorama. An 
internat ional exhibition affords us the exceptional opportunity of seeinj? about the finest in 
philately spread out before us under one roof. 

The second maner revert~ to this question of hard work with no pay. RunninJ! such 
a vast undertaking like FIPEX i' most clcmandin)!. lJnJe.,s one is close to the scene, he 
cannot have a conception of the myriad of problems that must be <olved to have n success­
ful nhihirion. And where did Fl PL\ look for the one; "ho would be charged with the 
re,pon. ibilitie• of this leadership? The ans\Hr is within AERO PHILATELISTS. Call it 
boastinJ?. ii you will. hut most all of the top men on this 19~6 e:-.hibition first came onto 
the philatelic scene from that smnll j?roup of AERO Pll lt.ATEl.ISTS

1 founders "ho j!nthered 
toj!ether back in 19~6. 

It i, virtually impo~$ible to look ahead ancl prophe'\y what the n"t decade will mean 
to our urj?anization. \Ve do knO\\ th at Jurin!? our first decade we have establi.hed and 
built upon a ~olid foundation. o from here on, with the ~pirit as ~hown by many mem­
bers. the ne'\t ten years could be hi1?hly succc.,$ful with hil!h hope~ nf j?reater accomplish­
menri.. 

This i~ the outlook. Let u~ hope that it \\ill he fulfilled. 

J 011uory, 1956 



VENEZU ELA 

~lore on the 

Surcharge Error of C225, San. 398 

This magazine has disclosed the discovery of a previously unknown error on one of 
the denominations oi the 19~7 Provisional ls ue (AERO PH 11. ATELIST AX NA1.s, Ocrober 
19-~. pp. 57- -8 ). Tit,• s11rc/l(lry1 011 some copirs sltou·t'fl tlte ··:!O" 111issi119 fro111 the i11scrip­
tio11 " /'air Bs. a. 20". A piece of a commercial cover with three single copies wa ill us­
trated. For ou r purposes. we illustrate this aj!ain. :-. o rice the cnncellation date is Caracas 
Septemher 1, 19~8. ( Fig. 1) 

C.2, 
• 

Fig. I. The piece of cover illustrated in our first article wi th the 3 single copies cancelled 
Caracas Sept. I, 1948. 

Three more copies with this varict). the "201
' omitted. have been found, and are here­

with illustrated as Fig. 2. Two important thini.:s to examine on Fig. 2 are: 

I. the stamp~ are in a vertical strip of three 
2. the Caracas cancel is eptemhcr 2. 19~8. the da) after the one on Fig. 1. 

The findinJ! of this second piece lead, w a plau~ible theory that further material can 
prove as a fact. I t seems probahle that out of the complete sheet when ~urcharged, one 
vertical row missed having the "20" printc1I. Conclusive proof of this theory would be the 
location oi horizontal pairs or strips. or hlocks of C225, which could show one copy with 
the normal ~urcharge, but another with the "20" omitted. 

( Ccmtinued on ne:\t page) 

Single copies of back numbers of THE AERO PHILATELIST'S NEWS are available at 25c 
each. For these, please remit to Aero Philatelists. 1860 Broadway, New York 23, N. Y. 
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\.. -----
Fig. 2. The newly found vertical strip of 3 with the variety, "20" missing on a piece can­
celled Caracas Sept. 2, 1948. Photo by L. W . Giles. 

This strip of three does offer j?ood evidence that the ramp, with this variety will be 
found only in the vertical rather than the horizontal rows on the sheets. 

\Ve are indebted to Mr. Louis II ". Char/at , well-known air mail dealer and authority, 
for bringing this new information to our attention. The illustrated pieces are from the 
collection of Sam Rodvien. 

Bo 

Sold Out 
AERO PHILATELIST'S NEWS - VOL. 1 - 5 

LIMITED EDITION BOUND VOLUMES 

A limited edition of 50 books of Volumes 1 through 5 of THE AERO PHILAT­
ELIST'S NEWS had been bound in beautiful red fabriko1d with gold lettering. All 
copies have been sold . 

This book had, in add1t1on to over 2,000 progress reports on coming issues, new 
issues and chronicles of air mail stamps, over 250 philatelic research articles on the air 
mail stamps of more than 100 different countries. More than 30 s tudents of aero­
philately have contributed these fact-filled articles, which no serious collector of air 
mail stamps can afford to be without. Many hitherto mysterious and incomplete reports 
on air mail issues have been cleared up and brought up-to-date by indefatigable research. 
In addition to the 2,000 progress reports and 250 research articles, the book contains 
over 50 General Articles on aerophilately and about 20 book and catalog reviews. 

The book consists of 432 pages, and 1s completely indexed. 

Another binding will be ready in time for FIPEX. 

I anuary, 1956 



AERO P HILATELIST' Publications Gain H onors 

In Colombia and Cuba 

Last Fall. invitations were e'\tendecl by both the " Exposicion Filatelica '.'acional in 
llogora, Colombin" and " the Cuban Postage Stamp Centennial" (CUPEX) to enter some 
of our publication~ in the Philatelic Literature Division. These invitations were accepted, 
noel each of our entries earned hiirh awards. 

The Exhibition in COLO ,\IBIA was held in conjunction with the 7tlt l11trrn11tio11al 
Postal Co119nss of tltr A mrricas and Spain. Although the entries in the philatelic exhibi­
tion were limited to material of the Postal nion members only, those in the Philatelic 
Literature Division totalled 6o. Both of the AERO PHILATELIST entries were awarded 
IL\'ER medal~ as follows: 

The AERO PH 11.ATEUST AX XAl. S, \' olume 1 complete. 
" T/i,. flawku Stamp of ' etvfo1111dln1ul" , a handbook by Henry ;\l. Goodkind. 
To learn more nbout the recognition behind these nwnrds, we have henrd from Sr. 

F. G. Larsen, Director of the Colombia E;xhibition, that out of the total of 6o entries of 
Philatelic Literature. only FOUR GOLD ;\ I EDALS were awarded by the Judges and 
about 15 S ILVER '.\I EDAL S, the rest being Bronze. 

In Cuba. the honor accorded to AERO PHll. ATELISTS was one of the handsome FIRST 
(Silver-gilt) medallions awarded to the Editor along with a Diploma signed b~· the Exhibi­
tion Committee. 

Considering the fact that our publications entered in these Philatelic Literature Divi­
sion are relatively newer than m:my of the other entries against which they competed, we 
feel sure that all members of AERO PHILATEl.IST will be pleased about these International 
Honors. Our authors in the AERO PHll..ATELIST ANNALS. Volume 1,-S. L. Ba)rer, Richard 
~-Cone, Louis \V. Charlat, Hcnr)• ;\ I. Goodkind, Irving I. Green, Stanley R. Rice, I ra 
Seebach er . .Jules W ncht and others-all deserve to share the high honors awarded. 

TWO HANDBOOKS AVAILABLE 

In 1950 and 1951 . AERO PHILATELISTS distributed to its members and then sold to 
the public two exceptionally informative handbooks on some of the most interesting and 
historical air mai l stamps ever issued. A small supply is still available for any one interested. 
When ordering, please send cash to: 

Aero Philatelists, Inc . 

1860 Broadway 

New York 23, N. Y. 

THE FIRST AIR MAIL STAMPS OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mostly about the famous 24c red and blue stamp of 191 8 and the one sheet with the 
Inverted Centers. This booklet of 12 pages with 8 exceptional illustrations offers information 
which few know about our fi rst air stamp. Price 50c. 

THE HAWKER STAMP OF NEWFOUNDLAND 

An exhaustive study of this famous stamp along with its companion issues such as the 
Martinsydes. 23 pages are devoted to these aero-philatelic gems along with 14 illustrations 

This handbook received rave reviews from the philatelic press all over the world. 
Price $I .00. 

Aero Philatelist A 1111als 



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

19 ....... . 

AERO PHILATELISTS~ ·~(,' . 

1860 BROADWAY, EW YORK 23, • Y . 
I hereby apply for admission to member!h1p m AERO PHILATELISTS. Annual dues of 

$5.00 are remitted herewith and are to be returned to me 1f my application is not accepted. 

NAME ........................ ..... .. ......... .................... ........................ ................................. ....... ... ... . 

ADDRESS 
Street 

········································································-································································ ...... . 
City, Town or Village Zone State 

OCCUPATION 

SPECIALIZING IN ........................... ............. ............................... ... .. ................. ......... ... .. ... ... . 

APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE 

REFERENCES 

Each applicant is requested to furnish two references preferably ph ilatelic 

References: 

1. NAME ........................................... ................................... ................ ................................ . . 

ADDRESS ........................................................................................................................... . 

2 . NAME ........................... .. .................. ...................................... ... .... .................................. .. 

ADDRESS 

EXTRACTS FROM BY-LAWS, ARTICLE Ill-MEMBERSHIP 

Any person of good character interested in aero-phi lately, over the age o f twen ty-one, and 
who w ill be an asset to the Society, may become a member. Application for membership 
shall be 1n writing, and shall be accompanied by annual dues of $5.00. 

J a1111ary, 1956 



CATALOG AND BOOK REVIEWS 

"'J ton Silombra's Catalogut dt la P osit 11 f'rinmt. 91/1 Etfition. 1956-57." Edited and 
published by Jean Silombra, 11 Rue de Provence, Paris, France. 

The 9th edition of this catalog of air mail stamps of the world, published in France, 
runs to about 700 pages. It is attractively bound in a blue cloth cover with gold lcttcrin,::. 
There is an alphabetical Index in the back of this book, and a four-page introductory sec­
tion for the user's guidance in the front. 

Silombra's air mail catalog by now has become a standard reference work in many 
parts of Europe. It is of greatest service to those familiar with the French language and 
currency. 

Pages I through 625 cover the listings of the government-issued air stamps of the 
world. Pages 626 through 665 offer a very comprehensive treatment of Semi-Official and 
Pioneer air mail s tamps. We find that such a separation, rather than listing both types of 
issues under the country, quite useful. 

France and its Colonies obviously receive a relatively full treatment. A total of 26 
closel)• printed pages is devoted to France, including the + pages on Semi-Officials and 
Pioneers. The first 22 pages arc divided like this. First are the air mail stamps author­
ized and issued by the P. T. T. :\ext is a page with the War issues; the questionable 
" Richelieu" and the unquestioned "RF overprints", which Silombra till incorrectly assigns 
to France rather than to the U nited States. Then come the French Consular Overprints 
on the 1921-23 Colombia Scadta Co. issue~. A half-page of cancels used during the 
Pioneer period. 1909- q . follows. And the final 13 pages covers the 1870 Balloon :\l onces. 
The whole French section is full ot valuable informative and price indications from which 
collectors of air mails can benefit. 

Spain and her Colonies are well trea ted. This also applic~ to Italy and her Colonies. 
This catalof!'s listinl! of the American countries are the weakest portion. For e'ample, 
the 19r i. ue' of H onduras are far inferior to the listini?s and pricinj!;S in our American 
catalog . :\I exico hows some glarini? omi~sion~ and errors. Obviously the editor has not 
)'ct incorporated ne\\ re>earch. ome Brazil. :-, icaragua and \'enezucla Ii ting:. and pricei. 
show errors. H owe\•er, Colombia and · rugua} are tlone far better. 

In conclu~ion, we ma} state that thi is a hi!! book coverinl? a big field. Therefore, It 
represents a tremendous unclcrtakinJ!. "ndrr 'uch circum,tance~. mistakes are hound to 

e<.cape into print. The American part definitely needs a J!Cnc ral revision. But by ano 
lar1Ic. there i much valuable information in this catalo!?. A F rench lanl?uaj?e specia lized 
cata luf! on air mail stamp~ is a real service. \\' e h:we had them ever ~ince aero-philately 
heJ?an to 1?row hack in 1920. o everr aero-philateli t can be indebted to Jean ilomhr:. 
for producing thi-. book. ' Ve hope to -.ee it continue for man). many more edition>. 
( fl . .11. G.) 

* 
" Sassrwt's Cntnfoq<J ,/,.; Frnrrrobolli 11'/111lin-Tr11slt'-l"ntirn11n. 1956. XI rditirm." l'uo­

li~hed and edited hr assone, :\lilan. l t:il). L .. agent, Penny Black t:tmp Co .. 110. 
:\ assnu treet, :-, C\I York. ~. Y. 

This is a relatively compact catalni? of about 130 page~. It CO\'er~ only I taly and her 
Occupation i-..ues (no former colonies): Trie~te. both Zones A and B ; and \" atican City. 
It i. in Italian and priced in liras, which repre ent the net retnil on the Italian market ano 
are said to he accurate. 

Included arc the air mail stamp, from thr above countries with price for unused ana 
u ed. In onl} one or two instance are stamp• priced on cover, which is disappointinl! 
because so manr Italian air mails like the Balbo. Graf Zeppelin, ::\ledal of \ 'alor and 
Rome-;\ l o1rndiscio Flii?ht issues on cover arc worth consicle rably more than the prices ot 

II tro Pltilattlist II 1111nls 8:r 



REl'JEfrS 

cancelled copies. The text notes are concise and accurate, but they add no information 
that is not already known. 

* 
" Rocket Mail Catnlog1u" by Stephen H. Smith. 2nd Revised Edition, 1955. Publ ished by 

Billig, 168-39 H ighland Ave., Jamaica 3, X . Y. Price $3. 

This 68-page booklet with paper cover is devoted ro a specialt}' that up to now has 
interested comparatively few collectors. All Rocket adhesives and mail are of a private 
nature. There are indications that, in the not-too-distant future, governments may have 
regularly scheduled rocket mail. Then this pioneer material will take on far greater 
interest and a book like this will have laid the basic groundwork for information. 

Besides a booklet like this. offering complete information not found in the specialized 
air mail catalogs, may tempt mo re collec tors to expand their aero-philatelic intc re:1t into 
Rocket stamps. The information therein of 1?reat reference value, a lthough unfortunately 
too often it is couched in a literary style that makes for difficult reading. Publica tion of 
a booklet like this on a highly specialized field with a limited interest always represent a 
fine philatelic contribution. It is done mostly for informative reasons because no one can 
profit financially. So all those re ponsible for making available this great fund of knowl­
edge on these relatively unknown Rocket labels deserve full c redit. \Ve would like to sec 
collector , who know nothing about Rocket l\lail. study 1his booklet and learn for them­
selves how much there is in thi~ fie ld. 1 t can be j ust as fascinating to the ai r mail col­
lectors as •. S. Local stamps arc to the U. S. pccialist. 

Our only c riticism is that the pricings seem far too high. 

* 
" MJ• H obbJ' is Co/luting Stamps" , hy Ernest Kehr. Published by the H art PublishinJ! Co. 

Jnc .. 670 Fifth Avenue, ~cw Yo rk 19, N. Y. 128 pp. Illustrated. C loth bound. 
Price $2.95. 

This is an attractive book. profusely illustrated tailored e'l'.clusively for the young 
beginner. Ernie Kehr, well-kno\\ n newspaper tamp columnist. men tions this maga7ine 
on paf?C 78 and write the followinJ? about the AERO PHll.ATEl.IST AXXAl.S: 

"A ERO-P1tll.ATE1. 1c XEWS, Aero-Phil atelists, Inc., r86o Broadway. :\' cw Y ork 19, 
~ew York. A superbly edited and printed journal about ai r-mail stamps with emphasis on 
the ve ry expensive rarities." 

Too bad the compliment about editing cannot be re turned , because Ernie Kehr got 
the name of this maj?azine ,,·ronf?. And the name of our organization is not hyphenated. 
Furthermore, a check of the content> of our first ten number shows that less than 20 <'~ 
is devoted to " the very expensive rari ties". not even to ju t e'l'.pensive air mail raritie . 
> evertheless, mention of our magazine is appreciated. but \\ e hope fo r better accuracy the 
neA t time. 

TO JOIN AERO PHILATELISTS 
Simply fill in the membership Appl ication on Page 82 

and mail to: 

AERO PH ILATELISTS, Inc. 
1 860 Broadway 

New York 23, N. Y. 

January, 1956 



AIR POST 
AT AUCTION 

Complete session in our auction of 

FEBRUARY 20, 21 , 23 , 24 

Complete auction in APRIL, including an important 

mint air post collection. 

* 
Make sure you do not m iss one of the leading 
sources of f ine Air Post material : send your name 
and c:ddre~s ard receive the famous H. R. Harmer. 
Inc. auction catalogues. renowned for accuracy of 
descriptions. 

* 

H~ R~ HARMER, Inc~ 
The l'Vorld's Leadi11g Stamp Auctioneers 

6 W est 48th Street, New York 36, N. Y. 



SANABRIA 

for the air stamps 

of the world: 

* EARLY 

* RECENT AND 

* THOSE TO COME 

Also 

* NEW ISSUES OF THE 

BRITISH COMMONWEAL TH 

Free booklet 

• 
NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., INC. 

A. Medawar, Pres. 

521 FIFTH AVENUE. NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 


