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Classic Covers 

Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Is., 

Cape of Good Hope Triangles 

FOR the Carnegie Museum of Pittsburgh, we will sell late in Feb­

ruary a select group of choice covers of these three British Colo­

nies. They include bisects, multiples, scarce rates, notable markings and 

superb stamps. Also P.E.I. No. I, rarely seen on cover. 

Write now so your name will be down to receive a catalog of 

this auction. 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc . 
.589 Fifth Ave., (E. 48th St. entrance), New York, N. Y. 10017 

Phone: 212 MU 8-.52.52 
1Atmiat'°"°1 A uMWMtlf'I of E~ Btampa 

The Collectors Club Phllatellst ls published bl-monthly (Jan., Mar., May, July, Sept., Nov.) by the Collec­
t ors Club, Inc., 22 East 35 Street, New York, N . Y. 10016. Annual Subscription Rates: - $10.00; $7.50' tor non­
profit institu tions. Free t o a ll member s. Individual copies - $2.00 ea. 

@ The Collectors Club, Inc., 1966 
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Recognized Serious Buyers 

WEILL of Ne~ Orleans 

Roger G. We i ll Raymond H. Weill 

RAYMOND H. WEILL CO. 
407 Royal St. New Orleans, La . 70130 
Telephone 522-7373 Area Code 504 
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SCANDINAVIA AUCTION 
in LONDON 
MARCH 1 7 & 18, 1966 

The sale for the keen specialist! 

Over 200 lots of Norway No. I (all plated) including pairs, strips 
and covers, also the well-known 'cracked plate' and 'double foot' 
varieties. Later issues include a fine range of 'Posthorns' with 
scarce complete sheets. A superb array of Sweden includes fine 
'Skilling Bancos' with a magnificent cover bearing no less than 3 
copies of the 3sk. plus single copies of the 4 and 8sk. Other 
choice material includes a fine collection of Danish West Indies , 
also ranges of Denmark and Iceland. 

Illustrated catalogue $1.50 (Airmail ) 

HARMER ROOKE & CO. LTD. 
2 Arundel St., Strand, London, W.C. 2 

M ember of the Stanley G ib bons G ro u p 
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1965 MINl{US SUPPLEl\IENTS 
73 Titles-Use Them With Any Stamp Album In The World 

Why wait years to bring your stamp collection up-to-date, MINKUS supplements 
are issued EVERY YEAR? With an extra binder your stamp collecting pleasure 
can continue uninterrupted no matter what album you use . 

2-POST ALBUM SUPPLEMENTS 

.Afghanistan, Ira n , P e r s ia #3 
All American #15 
Albania . B ul garia #4 
Argentina, U rug u ay # 3 
A.u stria #7 
B elg ium #6 
Ho li \'ia, Paraguay # 3 
Hrazil # 'I 
Briti sh Afri ca #6 
I :ri ti sh Ameri ca #7 
I ndia (British A s ia I) #6 
B riti sh A s ia H #6 
Hrilish Europe #7 
J!riti sh Oceania #6 
C hil e, Peru # 3 
C hina #4 .. 
Co lombia #6 . 
Costa Hica, Nicarag u a #4 
C'uba, Dominican Repu blic #4 
C zech oslova kia #6 _ .. __ _ 
E c uador. V en ezuela #4 
T•1 thiopia, Liberia # 3 ... 
F ran ce #7 --· ___ ... 
Pre n ch Community I # 5 
Fren ch Community II # 5 
Germany #7 
G r eece #6 ..... 
G u a t emala #3 
Hungary #4 
I nd epend ent Africa #5 
l ndoner-;ia #3 
Ita ly #7 
Iraq, L ebanon # 5 
J a pan #6 
1..::o r ea . Thailand # 3 
Luxe1nbourg # 6 
:\l ex i co #4 
)l onaco. Andorra #5 
::\fongolia ;:1 
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2-POST ALBUM SUPPLEMENTS 

X etherlands #G 
Poland #5 

(cont'd ) 

P ortugal & Co loni s #5 
R ornania ;r-t 
H uss ia #-1 
San ~lari no # ·I 
Scanclina,· ia #6 
Spain & Colon i e:-; #5 
Tunis i a. #6 
Turk ey #5 
l'nitecl Arab R epublic #5 
i ·nitecl "1ation s S i ngles #1 0 
Yugoslavia :j::5 . 

.75 

.75 

.75 

.75 

.75 

.25 

.75 
.75 
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.25 

1.25 
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.35 

J-RI G ALBUM SUPPLEMENTS 

.American Commemor atives #15 .50 
Ameri can P late B locks #17 .50 
American Zip Bloc k s #2 .50 
Cambod i a, Laos, Vie tnam #7 1.00 
Canada #7 .35 
J<;urope # 5 1.50 
Ghana # 8 .50 
Ireland #7 .25 
I srae l -Sing l es & 'Tab Singles # 8 1.00 
I s r a e l- Tab B locks # 8 1.00 
I srae l -Plate B locks # 8 1.50 
I s rael-Posta l Station ery #6 .35 
K enn edy #3 .75 
Li ech t en ste in #5 .25 
K eel C ross #2 .75 
El eanor H ooseve l t #1 .50 
t;wi tzerl and # 8 .35 
Gn ited Nations (S ing les) # 10 .35 
J'n itecl N a lio1rn ( I mprin ts) #8 .75 
\"a t i can C' i t~' # 8 .35 

Subscribe to the MINKUS STAMP JOURNAL - a new quarterly 
publication, beginning January 1966. Four issues for $1. 

AKRON, OHIO-M. O ' Ne i l Co . 
ATLANTA, GA.- Rich 's 
BAL Tl MORE, MD.-Hutzler 's 
BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF.- J . w . Robinson 
BOSTON, MASS.-Jordan M arsh 
BUFFALO, N . Y.-Adam, M eldrum &. Ander-

son Co . 
CHEVY CHASE, MD.-Woodward &. Lothrop 
CHICAGO, ILL.-Marshall F ield &. Co. 
CINCINNATI, OHIO-Pogue 's 
CLEVELAND, OHIO- The H ig bee C o. 
COLUMBUS, OH I 0 - L a zarus 
DENVER, COLO.- May - D &. F Co. 
DETROIT, MICH.-J . L . Hudson Company 
GARDEN CITY, N.Y.-Gimbels Roosevelt Fld. 
HARTFORD, CONN.-G . F ox 
HOUSTON, TEX.-Foley's 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND.- L. S. Ayres &. Co. 
LOS ANGELES, CALIF.- J. W . Robinson 
LOUISVILLE, KY.-Stewart's 
MILWAUKEE, WISC.-Gimbels 

NEW ORLEANS, LA.-Maison Blanche 
NEW YORK, N . Y.- Gimbe ls 
OMAHA, NEB.-Bra nde is 
PANORAMA CITY, CAL.- J. W . Robinson 
PARAMUS, N . J.-G im bels 
PASADENA, CALIF.-J. W . R o b inson 
PHILADELPHIA, PA.-G im bels 
PITTSBURGH , PA.-K a ufma nn 's 
PORTLAND, ORE.- Me ier &. Frank 
RICHMOND, VA.-Th al h imer's 
SAN ANTONIO, TEX.-Joske's of Texas 
SAN DIEGO, CALIF .-May Co. 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.-The Emporium 
SAN MATEO, CAL-The Empori um - Hillsdale 
SEATTLE, WASH.-The Bon Marche 
SKOKIE, ILL.- Marsh a ll F iel d &. Co. 
ST. LOUIS, MO.-Famous B arr 
VALLEY STREAM. N . Y.-Gimbels 
WASHINGTON, D . C.-Woodward &. Lothrop 
WESTCHESTER, N . Y .-G imbels 
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THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Considers one of its most important functions 

the improve1nent of relations between Collectors 

and Dealers . . . Our more than 1,200 Members 

are pledged to serve you well. 

We urge you to purchase your stamps from 

dealers displaying the A. S. D. A. Symbol. 

We firmly believe that the l\1embers of the 

Collectors Club and The American Stamp Deal­

ers' Association are engaged in a joint enterprise 

- the Improvement of Philately. 

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

116 Nassau Street A New York 38, N. Y. 
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PRICE 
790 

NEW FLATBACK DELUXE BINDING -
FOR YOUR LIBRARY SHELF 
AND PERMANENT REFERENCE. 

. MAIL THIS COUPON NOW! 

I H. E. HARRIS & CO., Catalog Dept. Boston, Mass. 02117 . I 
Please RUSH me, postfree, the NEW FIRST 1966 Ed i· 

I tion of your 160 page catalog, UNITED STATES STAMPS, I 
I U. S. POSSESSIONS & BRITISH NORTH AMERICA, in clud - I 
I ing the U. S. Stamp Identifier, etc. I am enclosing 75¢. I 

I I 
I NAME ...................................................... ................ .. .. ..... I 
I I 
I I I ADDRESS .................................. ,.................................. ... I 

: CITY I 
STATE & ZIP ......... .. ................. .... .. .. ... ... .... .. ...................... I 

3,269 PRICE CHANGES 

IHARRIS l 

BRAND NEW 
1966 EDITION 

AMERICA'S MOST WIDELY USED 
UNITED STATES CATALOG 

New U. S./B. N. A. Catalog - containing 
3269 important price changes - is a must 
for every collector. Compiled by experts of 
the world's largest stamp firm, this new 
FIRST 1966 Edition contains 160 pages 
with 2000 clear illustrations. Mail this 
handy order coupon below for your copy of 
this VERY IMPORTANT EDITION! 

US/BNA Catalog Includes: 

• 160 Informative pages with 2,000 illus­
trations. 

• All major U.S. Postage and Airmail issues 
. . . PLUS Special Delivery, Parcel Post, 
Envelope Squares, Postal Cards, Offi ­
cials, Revenues, Postage Dues. 

• Popular specialties such as mint position 
blocks, plate number blocks, mint 
sheets, perforated coil s, booklet panes. 
first day covers. 

• Complete illustrated U.S. Possessions, 
Confederate States, Un ited Nations and 
British North America. 

• Big "Americana" section - postal trib· 
utes to the United States, on foreign 
stamps. 

• U.S. Stamp Identifier - fully illustrated, 
check your own collection for valuable 
hidden stamp treasures! 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. BOSTON, MASS. 02117 
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~~~PHILATELIC HANDBOOKS~~~ 
Published Under The Auspices Of The 

T heodore E. Steinway Memorial Publication Fund 

No. l U ITED STATES. 24c AIR MAIL INVERTED CE TER OF 1918 
By Henry M. Goodkind 32 pages ... 9 Illus .... $1.00 

o. 2 CORRIENTES. THE ISSUES FROM 1856-80 
By Louis Stich 84 pages ... 20 Illus . . .. $2.00 

No. 3 VE EZUELA, THE EARLY STAMPS 
By C. W. Wickersham 168 pages . . . 225 Illus .... S3.95 

No . 5 UNITED STATES. R. F. OVERPRI TS ON AIR MAIL 
By Henry M. Goodkind 64 pages . . . 75 Illus ... . $2.00 

No. 6 AUSTRIA. HANDBOOK OF PRE-STAMP POSTMARKS 
By Edwin Mueller 200 pages ... 800 Illus .... $12.50 

No. 7 UNITED STATES. THE TEN CE TS STAMPS OF 1855-59 
By Mortimer L. einken 252 pages .. . 530 Illus .... $10.00 

$7.50 to C. C. members 

No. 8 ROBERT MORRIS, POSTMASTER OF EW YORK 
By Winthrop S. Boggs 206 pages ... 24 Plates . .. $25.00 

No. 10 CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA. SPECIAL POSTAL ROUTES 
By Lawrence L. Shenfield 112 pages . .. 88 Illus .... $10.00 

$7.50 to C. C. members 

No. 11 FRENCH COLONIES, THE GENERAL ISSUES 
By Robert G. Stone 118 pages . .. 82 Illus ... . $2.00 

No. 12 CIVIL WAR PRISONS AND THEIR COVERS 
By Earl Antrim 251 pages . .. 176 Illus .... SlO.OO 

$7.50 to C. C. member~ 

No. 13 HONDURAS, THE BLACK AIR MAIL 
By Irving I. Green 

No. 14 THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF EPAL 
By H. D.S. Haverheck 

No. 15 THE PONY EXPRESS 
By M. C. Nathan & W. S. Boggs 

No. 16 MANCHOUKUO 
By Helen K. Zirkle 

32 pages ... 14 Illus .... $1.00 

128 pages ... 59 Illus .. .. $5.00 

105 pages .. . 102 Illus .... $5.00 

131 pages . .. 168 Illus . ... $5 .00 

No. 17 UNITED STATES. THE 1851-57 TWELVE CENT STAMP 
By Mortimer L. einken 74 pages .. . 65 Illus .... $4.00 

No. 18 AFGHANISTAN, ITS 20th CENTURY POSTAL ISSUES 
By Frank E. Patterson III 208 pages ... 225 Illus. . . . 7.50 

No . 19 "ITED STATES, THE Sc BEACON AIR MAIL STAMP OF 1928 
By Henry M. Goodk ind 6-i pages ... 90 Illus. . . . 2.00 

'~=THE COLLECTORS CLUB=~ 
22 East 35th Street, New York, N. Y. 100 16 
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AUCTION SALE • 
ID ZURICH 

7 · 12 March 1966 

Break-up of important specialized collections such as: OLD GERMAN 

ST A TES and EX GERMAN-COLONIES, EUROPEAN countries. 

ARGENTINE and URUGUAY (ex Charles Jewell) UNITED 

ST ATES and a general airstamp-collection (including all rare IT A­

LIAN BALBO COVERS and NEWFOUNDLAND, etc.) Rich illus­

trated catalogue containing over 7000 lots and some 100 fotoplates 

(from which eight in original color-reproductions) free of charge 

through 

CORINPHILA ZURICH 
(Bahnhofstrasse 102) 

Switzerland 
7 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHJLATELIST, VOL. 45. NO. l 
121 st POST AGE ST AMP AUCTION 

SPRING 1966 

DUSSELDORF / GERMANY 

For this sale material is being accepted now. 

We have started already preparing the auction cata logue. 

Especially of interest are rarities, special collections, accumulations of 

countries and collections of Europe. 

Reserves will be fixed by mutual agreement before the auction. 

Advance payments possible up to any amount in proportion to value. 

Please ask for our favourable terms of auction and list of results of our 
I 20th auction. 

Commission only 15 % (incl. 4 % import tax). 

We recommend that you too make use of our world-wide connections , 

in order to sell your material at highest prices. 

EDGAR MOHRMANN 
Speersort 6 , 

HAMBURG I / Germany 

Ca bles: ED MORO 

& co. 

A L eading Postage Stamp .Au ct ion House on the European Contin e nt 
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SWITZERLAND 
Zurich '4' with vertical lines . S . G. Z4. Red Rosette cancel. 

Attractive appearance but with small defect. (Illus­
trated) $1,120 

Zurich '6' with horizontal lines. S . G . Z2. Red Rosette can­
cel HUNZIKE. Certificate 

5c. black on yellow green. "Large Eagle". S. G. G4, large 
margins, Town Cancellation but a small thin 

5c. black on blue green. "Large Eagle". S. G . G5. Unused 

5c. black and red . S. G. L3. Confederation Blue Grille Can­
cellation . Light horizontal crease 

21/ 2r. black and red . S. G. 2. 'ORTS POST', cross without 
frame, ODS and M / S cancel. (Illustrated) 

5r. black and red/ blue . S. G . 6. Circular PP cancel 

5r. black and red/ blue. S. G . 5. Central cross with black 
frame M / S cancel 

5r. black and red/ d eep blue. S. G . 8. Light PP cancel in deep 
grey blue shade 

!Or. black and red/ ye llow. S. G. 10 . Green Grille cancel, 
light crease 

!Or. black and red/ orange-yellow. S . G. 11. Light cancel, neat 

$280 

$280 

$225 

$365 

$225 

$140 

$170 

$70 

$34 

margins $34 

!Or. black and red/ buff. S. G. 12. Light blue Grille cancel. 
Major variety break in 'Horn'. Luxury copy . $70 

ALL OFFERED SUBJECT UNSOLD 

STANLEY GIBBONS Ltd. 
391 STRANDI LONDON. w.c. 2 
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Editorials 

Stamp Collecting Is Not Expensive 
''I \\'ould like to collect stamps, but the hobby is too expensive; I cannot 

afford it." Unfortunately, this is said too often; besides, the statement is not 
correct. 

This misconception probably resulted from the recent publicity about 
stamp collecting. Only the ''big money'' stamps make the news. This is not 
\\Titten in a critical sense. The ne\\· record high prices realized by the phil­
atelic rarities at cunent auction sales <lo make news. Personall>' , we would 
like to sec more publicity. But, the consequences are unfortunate, because such 
public notice does tend to create the wrong impression. 

As a matter of record, in the entire field of hobbies and leisure-time pur­
suits, stamp collecting has the broadest appeal, because one need not be a 
person of wealth to enjoy it. 

For example, study the prices of the early classic stamp on the inter­
national auction market. Only the rare exceptions, because of their superlative 
condition, bring the high prices. The greater proportion of the material, how­
cYer, is not in the top rank condition. It is aYerage or below. Thus, the bulk 
of the stamps sold at public auctions almost goes begging, because the supply 
exceeds the demand. 

For some unexplained r eason, Yery few stamp collectors are informed about 
this . Being uninformed, th ey enoneousl:- conclud e that they can not coll ect the 
earlier stamps, because they are too expensive. 

One should not argue whether the classic field is superior to the more 
modern stamps. This is solcl.'· a matter of individual taste. But one should 
analyze the defensiYe and rationalizing statements constantly made about one's 
inability to collect the 19th century because he cannot afford it. Implicit in 
this general remark is a tone of great regret. One interprets the statement 
as follows: 

''I would really like to collect the earlier stamps, but I can only afford the 
ne\Y issues. '' 

Therefore, too man:r people arc denying themselYcs an opportunity, that 
they admit they would enjo~r , because they arc laboring under a misconception. 

'rhc question arises, " ·ill stamp collectors and dealers permit this wrong 
notion to continue? Or \Yil I those active in philately decide to demonstrate 
that no hobby can be enjoyed to suit each individual's financial condition better 
than collecting stamps? 

These two questions cannot be answered at this time. One can only urge 
an<l hope that the ans\\·er to the first question will be ''no,'' and the one to the 
second will be affirmative. 

Anyone experienced in philately knows that it is not cxpensiYc. Snrely, 
most collectors would like to bu>r many more stamps that they can afford. But 
this is onl:· a common human trait of having one's eyes bigger than his pocket­
book; this applies to e,·e1",Ything·, not just stamps. 

The tms\\·er to this problem is a matter of education. It should and could 
start l'ight with the youngsters just beginning to collect. It is shocking to 
witness the g·eneral attitude of the present young boy and girl stamp collector. 
All too quickl,v the,v become prier. conscious. At once, the~- decide to collect the 
latest United States stamps in plate number blocks. Such a multiple purchase 
is not onl~· philatelically wrong and meaningless, but it is unnecessarily expen· 
siYC. A nice, clean, lightly cancelled single copy taken off some source of mail 
12 
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reatl il~· an1ilablc> is thr ideal wa)· for eyer~' young beginner to collect. 
r\ plat<.' m1mhrr block strains the budget and soon parents notice that their 

~·onng son is sprnding more money for stamp collecting than he can afford. 
Consequent!.' ·, lwl'r thr srrcl of thr misconception about the prohibitiYc expense 
of om· hobb;v bcgi ns. 

\V c lw \'l' askrd ma n.v young beginners in New York City why they decided 
to collrct platr number blocks. ~ot one replied because they enjoyed it or 
tlwt it appcalr<1 to tlwm. Instrad, ,yjthout exception, all stated they collected 
platr nnmbrr hlocks lwcansr thrsr brcome the most Yalnable. ·who spread that 
fa hr notion ? 

Tr a .rnnngsk1· \\·onld seek the advice of an experienced stamp collector or 
driilel', he " ·on1<1 hr told the truth about the retail market for current United 
Statrs plntr nnmhel' blocks. The supply is so excessiw that the)' arc most 
<1 iffi cn lt to srll. Commcrcia 11)', their future is bleak. 

Thr stamp coll ecting scene offers a Yel')' disturbing picturr. On the one 
linnd , OIH' hrars proplr tell him that the;v cannot collect stamps because it is 
too rx1wnsin>. And, on the other hand , he sees youngsters beginning to collect, 
lmt g·oing ahont it in the wrong and most expensive manner . 

. \ 11 of' ns can sit around , and do nothing bnt cxprrss our regrets. This 
h:is 11-;rnspirrd np to now. It is now time, howcYer, for each of us to spread 
thr " ·ord among thosr \\·r know that, 1) of all hobhirs, stamp coll ecting· is the 
lrast <'X]wnsi,·r and 2) sec that thr beginners enjoy stamp collecting in its 
tim r-accrptetl, traditional way, instrad of haYing· thrm approach and regard it 
solrl~· from thr finan cial side. 

Mint, Unused and Uncancelled Are Not Synonyms 

Hrre is another inst11 nee of the nrcd for the nsc of precise philatelic terms. 
F11r too man~· make th e common mistake of sprakin g or writing about mint, 
n1mscd or m1cancelled copies as if all three were the same. This is not so. 
Philat<>lists should lra1·n to conwtl~· use the fol [O\,·ing definitions: 

a ). Jlint . .A stamp in the samr condition as " ·hrn bought at the post officr 
- free from an~· markings on the facr and with full, original gum on 
the back. 

h ) . Unused. A copy of a stamp that has not been used in the mails, frrc 
from all rnm·kings on the filer , hut no longer has the original gnm on 
the hack. 

c· ) . 7111c1111 ce lled . .A cop~r oJ a stamp that 'ms or is affixed to somr mnTTrr 
post<>d in the mails, but that csraprd postal senicr cancellation. 

The Missing Kennedy Stamp 

.Although \l"C do not collect the President John F. Kenned~' Mrmorial issues, 
there is one omission that srrms surprising. Following the :flood of stamps 
with impcrforates, souvenir sheets, also both perforated and imperforatcd from 
conntrirs, big and small , and even lnbels from non-official placrs, notr was made 
of the conntrirs that did not issue K ennedy stamps. 

Conspicuousl;v missing is Ireland. \Vere our late lamented Prrsidcnt able 
to express his O\rn thoughts about 'Yhich foreign countries should honor him 
with postage stamps, wr hclicn his first choicr wonlc1 he the larnl of his fo1·c­
fathers - Ireland . 

( Contir111ed on Pal(<' 17) 
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Letters to the Editor 
International Philatel ic Exhibitions 

I 'ms ver~' plrasrd with ~'Olll' nice words about WIPA 1965 in the Septem­
brr number of your magaz ine. Th e rditor's words in his editorial "'Weep For 
"\VIP A" " ·err wr~r kind. I just want to put right onr item. 

"\Ve did not iwriw the buildings, securit~· or anything else frre from the 
Governmrnt. Actually, we had to pay a rent of $-!0,000 for the two buildings, 
and also, fees for the frames , thr sreurit~· personnel and e\'erything elsr . 

To finance an international philatelic exhibition, it seems to me to be es­
sential to get some patronage from a Postal Administration 

The best solution , according to my own experience, would be to br allowed 
to sell some philatelic item (anything that will be listed by the stamp eatalogues 
of the world) only to the buyer of an entran ce ticket to the exhibition . In this 
" ·ay, you will sell a large number of entrance tickets. 

W e were allowed to sell the WIP A l 965 philatelic item before the exhibi­
tion. If other exhibitions also ean do this, you will not only reeei,·e the income 
from this sale, perhaps even before the opening, but also will he assured of a 
large attendance at the show. People having paid for their tickets in ordrr 
to receive the special stamps " ·ill also " ·ant to eome to see the exhibition. 

Also, many stamp dealers, who buy in large quantities, will give entrance 
tickets, without thr coupon to purchase the stamps, to their customers. 

This is a much better wa~' than having semi-postal stamps with a surtax 
as we also had for WIP A 1965. The surtax is collected by the Postal Ad­
ministration, so that we received the mon ey from their sale only after thf' stamps 
had been sold. Although this helps to finance an exhibition, it is not the best 
solution. 

The Austrian Postal Administration did not want to make this concession. 
But in the end they agreed to allow the "\VIP A Exhibition Committee to re­
print the 1933 vVIPA stamps and give these frre to the purchaser of an en­
trance ticket. Thus, we sold onr 200,000 tiekets and this gave us enough cash 
in achance to make the exhibition a success. 

If you can get a commemorative postage stamp or a souvenir sheet or any 
special item that appeals to collectors, these seem better to me than a semi­
postal set of stamps. 

Of course, it is unfortunate that in staging a big international philatelic 
exhibition, one has to rely on some new issue of stamps for financing. There 
are, ho,wver, many stamps issued fo1' less " ·01thy reasons. 1 believe that phi­
latrlists are among thr very good and important eustomrrs of the Post Office; 
as such we haYe the right to claim some help in staging important stamp shows. 
But rE>ally, in the end, the costs are borne by philately. 

The hard matter is to convince your postal administration. Once you haw 
broken the iee, the postal authorities will be only too pleased to help, because 
they also gain. 

Dr. Paul Wolf, Exhibition Chairman 
WIPA 1965, Vienna, Austria 
14 

In case of change of address, please notify Secretary, The Collectors 
Club, 22 East 35 Street, New York, N . Y . . 10016. 
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United States 
Two Presidential Covers in 1884 and 1885 

By Rae D. Ehrenberg 

The two cover s illustrated here, together with the letters enclosed, are an 
inter esting commentary on the use of the U. S . Department stamps. 'rhey tell 
the fin al story of this issue of stamps, whi ch was authorized by an Act of 
Congress on March 3, 1873 for usr by the Officials of the United States Govern-
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_ WAIHINOTON . 
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Fig. I. Cover mailed from the Executive Ma nsion , Washington , D. C ., on J a nuary 3 1, 1885 with no 
Official stamp. (Pho tos by Boutrelle) 
15 
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Fig. 2. An Executive Mansion cover postmarked June 11 , 1884. This was twe nty-four da ys before 
t he use of Department stamps ceased . The cove r is fra nke d with a U. S. postag e sta mp, due to 
the lack of supply of Executive Department stamps. 

mrnt rommeneing on Jul~r l, 1873. Th e U. 8 . Departnwnt stamps became 
obsokte on July G, 1884 after a prriod of eleven years . 

To fu lly appreciatr tlwsr C'O\'ers, some background information might he 
helpful. 

Special Stamps Ordered 

Prior to January 31, 1873, wh en Congress a holished thr franking privilege, 
officia ls of th e C:ovemment " ·rre permitted to send their mail free by signing 
t he e0Ye1· in the uppr1· r igh thand romer of the cnwlopr. During th e Civil Wa1· 
and the follmYing Reeonstruetion period, this franking pri\'ilege was so greatly 
abusrd , that the Uo\'ernment deC' i(l ed to find another means to check the postal 
expenses of the nine Departmrnts - E:xeeutiw, State, 'l'rrnsury, Wai-, Nnvy, 
J ustiee, .Agrieulture, Inter i01· and Post Office. 

Sets of special stamps were ordered to he issue(l for each of these nine 
Departments, with a design aml drnom ination similar to the then current regular 
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( Co11ti11ucd from Page 13) 

C. C. P. Art Editor Retires 

It is with sin cere regret that we announce the r etirement of Mr. Franc 
Ritter, the Art Director of The COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST. Mr. Ritter has 
been the Art Director of Eastman Kodak for many years. Because of ill 
health, he has been forced to curtail his many activities and in 1966 he r etires 
from Eastman Kodak. 

This magazine has been fortunate to have had the services of Franc Ritter 
arn il able to it. H e has worked to bring a modern look to our journal's cover 
and layout. Busy as he " ·as, his services, when requested, never were denied. 
Th e editor ncrnr \\·as told: ''Sorry I cannot do it. I am too busy.'' 

Mr. Ritter expects to spend a fe w months each year in New York City; he 
adYises us that l1c will be available for consultation, if needed. We wish him 
\\·ell, plus good health for many years to come. 
postag·e stamps of the Bank Note issue of 1870. They were to be used accord­
ing to the existing rates of postage for distance and weight. 

Th e Department stamps could only be used by the President and his staff, 
and the Secretaries of the Yarious Departments (who constituted the President 's 
cabinet ) and their staffs. 

In ol'(lcr to distinguish these stamps from the ones used by the general 
public, all denominations of the Department stamps were the same color. Each 
D0partrncnt, ho\\·cyer, was assigned a different color Yiz :- Executive, carmine; 
State, green ; Treasur.'» brown; \Var, rose; NaY:'', blue ; Justice, purple; Agri­
culture, yelJO\,. ; Interior,· Yermilion and Post Office, bl ack. Instead of being 
i nscribcd "C. S. Postage " across the top , the name of each Department was 
printed. 

1\Iueh more could be written about this fascinating issue of U.S. stamps. At 
the moment, howcYcr, our onl~' interest pertains to the two illustrated covers. 

No More Official Stamps 

Th e coyer from the Executive Mansion marked " Official " (Fig. 1) bearing 
no stamp, was postmarkecWanuar.v 31, 1885, six months after the D epartment 
stamps became o bso let~It contains a letter written by President Chester A. 
Arthur 's secretary saying in part: " Executive stamps are no longer in use 
a nd our suppl:· became exhausted some time since." 

This statement leads the way to the explanation of the cover from the 
Exccuti,·e Mansion franJrnd with a r egular 2c postage stamp (Fig. 2) the then 
current domestic letter rate. It is postmarked June 11, 1884, which was 
l1Centy-four days befor e the D epartment stamps became obsolete, but still 
dnring the periocl of the 1lSe of the Official stamps. 

Th e Fig. 2 coYer has a letter enclosed sign ed by President Chester A. 
Arth nr. Despite the fact that the ExecutiYc office no longer had any Execu­
tive Depa rtment stamps (P enalty envelopes without stamps had been author­
ized in 1879 ) , it still felt obligated to affix the proper amount of postage to 
the em·elope. This is an unusual situation, wi th the use of a regular postage 
stamp on P residential mail, when it was not necessary. 

After the eleYen :·ears of special Department stamps for the use of the 
Officials of the United States Government from 1873 to 188±, P enalty En­
,·clopes haYe been in use ever since. 
17 
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Uncommon 

Of Common 

Use 

Stamps 
What our readers wish to see is a properly used cover having a common s tamp that 

catalogs for $10 or less. But on cover this item's value is many times the standard catalog 
price for the stamp off cover, either unused or used. 

You may own such material. Then it is hoped that you will send it to The Editor, 
Collectors Club Philatelist, 22 East 35 Street, N ew York, N. Y. 10016. 

United States 

One-Cent Carrier Fee On Foreign Mail 

One of the more common early United States stamps from the period of 
years of 1847 to 1867 is the one-cent blue of 1861 (Scott #63 ) . Its use on 
the illustrated cover, however, is not common. 

The one-cent stamp was affixed to pay the Carrier Fee to the post office 
in New York City. There are no other stamps on this coyer. 

The foreign letter rate was unpaid, so that the postat"fee was paid by the 
recipient upon arrival in P aris, France. The postmark and sender 's handwritten 
instruction show that this folded letter travelled by British ship. 

One does not often see overseas mail franked with a one-cent postage 
stamp solely to t ake care of the Carrier F ee. (Richard Schwartz, River Edge, 
N.J.) 
18 
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Honduras 
Postal History To 1877 and 

Its First Postage Stamps Of 1866 (Part 4) 

By Irving I. Green 

(Continued from Volume 44, f'age 357) 

Further Rumblings In Stamp Circles 

In .August, 1865, two European philatelic magazines printed articles de­
scribing a new postage stamp of Honduras, the information in both articles 
rmanating from a reliable stamp dealer in Liverpool,13 who in turn had been 
so informed by the Consul General of Honduras in London, England. 

The article in the ''1VI:agazin fiir Briefmarken-Sammler " (Magazine for 
Postage Stamp Collectors), published August 1, 1865, in Leipzig (in the Pro­
Yince of Saxony), Germany, translates as follows: 

Fig . 17. The first stamp. 

'· 'l'he stamp of Honduras we have illustrated represents as far as we 
e:rn tell, a value of 2 reales in three different colors, green, blue, and pink. 
'l'he seal of the Republic on the stamp consists of a pyramid and at the foot 
and on either side of it there is a tower. The towers are connected by an arc 
beneath which the sun shinrs. Between the towers slants a mountain whose 
t><'ak is covered by the Cap of Freedom. At the foot of the pyramid is the 
sea. The half circle which surrounds the seal has the inscription DIOS 
l 'NION Y LIBERTAD, which ti·anslates as God, Un ion and Liberty. Whether 
or 11ot th e stamp has any symbolic significance, we cannot say at this time. 
Accordill g to reliable correspondence which came to us directly from Liver­
pool, the designing and printing of the stamp was managed by the Consul 
General of Honduras, who res ides in London. The first consignment that was 
sent by him to his government comprised three million stamps. They were 

13. The stamp dealers in LiYerpool, England circa 1865, were: 1 ) Young and Stoekall, 34 
St. John Street, afterwards at 17 South Castle Street, and later at 26 Lord Street. These two 
men at first were in business alone in 1862, but later joined together as partners until 1873; 
and 2) Alexander Perris, 2 Drury Lane, and after wards at 23 7 Great Homer Street, in busi­
ness from 1862. 
19 
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issued in the value of two reales. The printing was done in three colors, blue, 
green, and pink, and each color \\'aS issued in the above quantity. First, the 
pink ones were to be used, follmYed by the remaining colors. Evidently other 
colors will follow as they hope in this manner to forestall counterfeiting.'' 

Then, in the August, 1865 issue of '' The Stamp Collectors Magazine of 
London,'' the following appears : 

''The junction of another country to the postage-stamp-adopting ranks 
(how useful a long German compound " ·ord would be here) is always the 
object of congratulations to the philatelic world . Honduras is the last aspir­
ant for postal honors. ·w e have before us some of the first specimens issued 
and can vouch for their genuine character on the faith of a well-known Liver­
pool firm to " ·horn all collectors are ready to attribute good qualities of truth 
and honestv. 1?rom them " ·c have obtained information that the ' welcome 
little stranger ' was designed by a gentleman in the Consul 's office and ex­
ecuted by a Belgian concern.'' 

"They were prin tcd at first as essays in three colors, one only of each , 
rose, green and yellow. One value for all, two reales. The latter, conse­
quently, is unique, the former two colors having been selected and about 
three million struck off and sent to the Honduran government " ·here they will 
now just come into use. One color only will be used at first 'till exhausted, 
after which the othcr(s ) will come into pla.'· until superseded in turn b.'· a 
th ird hue, and so on, evCl',V edition being different in color. T_,ike most of 
Central America, and " ·r wish the custom wrre more general , the devicr is 
figurative , but we cannot give the cngrave1· much credit for his rxecntion. 
The stamp is a xylograph (wood-cut ) and altogether has poor appearance. 
The impression is nearly square, printed in black on coloured paper. A broacl 
oval occupies the center, the rectangle being complrtecl b.'- transvrrsr lines 
on "·hich there appears the figure of value in each corner and a faint line 
bounds an inner oval containing n pyramid resting on the sea. Either the 
Bay of Honduras is particularly buoyant or thr rocks or stones of that territory 
rnanellousl.'- light! Th e triangular anomaly forms thr background to a pair 
of small turrets supporting an arch, beneath which the rising sun :flames behind 
a rock topped b.'- the Cap of Libert _,-. Over this is the legend DIOS UNION Y 
LIBERTAD. Encompassing this de,·ice is CORREOS DE HOI\TDURAS above, 
and DOS REALES belo,r . Right and left of the lowrr angle of the pyramid 
is a star, <Jnd following the curved outline of the sra, ;i couplr of branches. The 
pink is th e precise tint of the 2 gr. Olden berg, second series; the green neith r1· 
pea, apple, emerald, grass, or Yerdi-gris, but an inclrscribable shade last in 
fashion.'' 

These two magazine articles of August, 1865, and a somewhat similar 
one by J . B. 1\foens of Brussels, Belgium in his publication, "Lr Timbre 
Poste " of July, 1865, arc the only accounts conerrning the stamp that were 
published at the time the Honduran Consul Grneral sold some of them to the 
Liverpool dealer. Though the Consul was eYidcntly reticent to reveal man:' 
details relating· to their production, it appears from the text of the articles 
that he was obliged to pass along a fe"· bits of information to enable the stamp 
dealers to properly advertise the stamps for sale, and that in turn th e in­
formation was giYen by them to the magazine editor . 

Two August 22, 1865 Decrees 

Jn " La Gaceta," the official newspaper of Honduras, of September ·5, 
1865, appeared the following two decrees elated August 22, 1865: 
20 
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"A Decree Establishing District Mail Carriers" 
· ' The President of the Senate of the Republic, considering the urgent 

need of this public service and in the interest of industry, established district 
postal mail carriers under the following rules and regulations: 
''Article 1 : District Chiefs arc obliged to send on the 15th and last of each 
month , an official mail-carrier to the Director General of Posts of their De­
partment. This carrier will transport, well guarded and in a suitable mail­
sack, snch official corr espondence and details as required by the Departmental 
DirC'cto r Cenera l of Posts in the capital. After the material has been ex­
amined , the canicr will return same from whence it came originally. 
"Arti cle 2: The District Chief as Administrator and Director of Posts in 
his district shall rccci,·c, as compensation for his labor 10% of the income of 
his postal district. 
'' Article 3: The Distri ct Chief will also receive one half the amount collected 
for letters :rnd parcel post in accordance with the rates established for mail 
in the departmcnts.14 

"Articl e 4: The Departmental Administrators will order accounting books 
to he m::iclc up at the goYernment's expense, and it shall be their duty to 
properly record all postal financial transactions of their district in the required 
rn::inn cr, ::ind the:v shall be forwarded for examination at the end of each fiscal 
yC'ar. 
" Article 5 : Th e General Administrator of the Department will submit with 
his rrport thosr accounts received from his districts." 

August 22, 1865 
Th e Government Palace, 

Comayagua 

Also datC'd August 2, 1856: 

(Signed) Crcscencio Gomez 
(Conntersigncd) The C: eneral Ministry, 

Francisco Cruz 

" A Decree Establishing Postal F ees" 
'' Th e President of the Senate decrees: 
'' 'l'hc Tariff of August 2, 1856, established postal fees to be collected on 

the transportation of correspondence through the Yarious post offices of the Re-
11nblic. Now this preYious decree has caused some confusion in its execution, 
because in it is ordered that the payments be made in silver or copper money, 
and as the latter has depreciated in Yaluc, it is therefore necessary to equalize 
the conditions in the coll ection of the funds, so that in all the administration of 
in come th e accounting shall be uniform. 

'' It is therefore decreed : 
··Article 1: Postal fees for correspondence c::irri cd through the medium of the 
post office of the R.epubli c will be: 

''For a piece " ·eighing 14 ounce will be collected .. . . 1 real* 
" For a piece weighing 1/ 2 ounce \rill be collected .... 2 reales 
" For a piece weighing %. ounce will be collected .... 3 reales 

14. At this time Honduras wns divided into sm·cn Depnrtments; i. e., Comayagua, Teguci­
ga lpa, Sa nta Barbara, Yoro, Gracias, Olancho, and Choluteca. Also Hondun1s " ·as in possession 
of the Bay I slands off her northe rn coast and had pretension to a portion of the Mosquito 
T erritory (Mosguitia), m1 a rea on the Horth coast n ext to Nicaraguan territory. 

*A si h·er real non1inall,Y was "·orth in 18G5 1 2 )!~ cents, U.S. currency. 
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" Pliegos 15 (letter parcels) exceeding the above weight will cost one real 
for each additional 1/z ounce. 
''Article 2 : Correspondence received from any Central American Republic 
will cost the following rates: 

''For a piece weighing ~ ounce will be collected .. 11/z reales 
''For a piece weighing 1/2 ounce will be collected .... 3 reales 
' ' The amount charged will increase in the same proportion as above, ac­

cording to weight. 
''Article 3: Registration, in addition to the charge for postage, will cost 4 
real es. 
''Article 4: For transporting money through the mails, the charge will be 2% 
if in sih·er currency, and 1/2 % of the value if in gold currency. For jewelry 
the charge " ·ill be one real for each ounce of weight. In no case can the 
amount carried exceed 200 pesos in silver or 2,000 pesos in gold money. 
''Article 5 : To carry out the directives of the previous article, the Adminis­
trators shall observe the following: The money or jewels will be counted or 
checked in the presence of the sender and the carrier, and he (the Administra­
tor) shall register and deliver a copy to the sender. 

'' The Administrator receiving this mail pouch shall examine the contents 
and count them in the presrnce of the mail carrier, so that they can be de­
livered at once to the addressee or his legitimate representative, receiving from 
him a receipt which will be forwarded to the Administrator of origin, who 
will, in turn, deliver it to the sender, and pick up the receipt he had left with 
him in the first place. 
" Article 6: In the evrnt of a total or partial loss of objects sent in the manner 
rxplained in the preceding articles, the respectivr Administrator will make the 
necessary inquiries to solve the matter and will inform the local authorities of 
his findings so that the guilty ones can be punished. 
''Article 7 : Where copper money is in circulation, all fees will be paid m 
that coin at the rate currently established in the fiscal offices.'' 

August 22, 1865 
Comayagua 

(Countersigned ) The General Ministry, Francisco Cruz 
(Signed) Crescencio Gomez (see Fig. 18) 

Comments on the Two P ostal Decrees of August 22, 1865 

Both decrees are signed by the President of the Senate. Crescencio Gomez, 
but not by the Chief Executive, Medina, who, since May 15, 1865, had been in 
the field as head of the Army quelling a serious rebellion in the Olancho De­
partment. Medina, in this instance, was merely conforming to a provision in 
the Constitution of 1848, then still in force, which states: "Armies can only 
exist ·for the public protection and no member of the army, while on active 
Juty, is eligible for the office of President, Senator, or Deputy.'' 

Article 14 of the subsequent decree of October 18, 1865, and Article 10 of 
its Congressional Ratification of March 2, 1866, annulled Article 2 of the Au­
gust 22, 1865 decree, establishing district mail carriers, and also annulled in 
its entirety the decree of the same date establishing postal rates. Nevertheless, 
the Preamble and Article 7 of this last mentioned decree are of great import­
ance, and they will be discussed later because they have considerable bearing 
on a phase of the first postage stamps. 

15. A Pliegos is a parcel of letters enclosed in one cover to save on postage cost. 
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Fig. 18. Crescencio Gomez. 

The Constitution of September 28, 1865 

On September 1, 1865, Medina , upon returnin g from his successful punitive 
expedition to Olancho, again took over the Administration. He promptly con­
rnked a Constituent Assembl y, which on the 28th of that same month, drew up 
a new Constitution, in which Honduras, for th e first time, was given the rank 
of Republic. 

Other provisions in the new Constitution were : the restatement of the uni­
camernl principle in line with the precedent of 1839, positing a legislative 
precept that has r emain ed unbroken to the present time; permitting the Con­
gress to del egate legislative power to the President in the fields of police, :finance, 
wars, and communications (all pointing to his becoming the dominant authority 
in th r government) ; and the election of Medina as Provisional President. 

On October 2, 1865, Medina again r elinquished control of the government, 
ostensihly because of ill health. 

The Decree of October 18, 1865 

· ' La Gaceta" of November 30, 1865 published the decree of October 18, 
1865, authorizing the printing and regulations for the use of the first postage 
stamps of Ilonuuras, and fL"Xing new postal rates. It reads: · 

' ' Ministry of Finance, Republic of Honduras '' 
' ' A Decree Establishing the Franking of Mail 

ln the Postal Department of the Republic" 
' ·The President of the Republic, in whom lies the executive power, con­

s idering that the prepaym ent of postage on private correspondence sent by 
means of the posts of the Republic is in every way indispensable for increasing 
the r evenue of the State, has given the order to print a sufficient quantity of 
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postage stamps, recognizing the necessity of modifying the postal rates and of 
adopting a new system; consequently, it is decreed as follows: 
·' Article 1 : The General Administration of Posts, and those of the Depart­
ments and Districts will not r eceive from the interior any private correspon­
dence, cover packet or parcel without their having been previously franked with 
the necessary postage stamp, which should be affixed to the cover of these 
articles. 
'' Article 2 : In order that persons interested may be able to procure easily 
in the rnrious parts of the country the stamps they require, the General Treas­
ury has decided thjlt there shall be kept, both in its own offices and in those 
of the Department.al Administrations and in those of the letter-receivers, a 
supply of the Yarious stamps which will be delivered at the rate of 121/z cent­
avos (1 r eal ) each,: taking care, in addit ion, that there should also be kept a 
special account of the proceeds from this branch of the r evenue. 
''Article 3: EYeryone will have the r ight of purchasing and using these 
stamps for the fra nking of their correspondence or other objects allowed by 
law. For this purpose, in sending letters, covers, or packets to the post office, 
there " ·ill be applied to the cover of these articles a number of stamps equal 
to the amount of postage due and taking the weight into consideration. It 
must be clearly understood the said stamps can only be used once. In order 
to prevent fraud , the postmaster who receives articles thus franked will im­
mediately cancel the stamp by means of a pen-struck cross or mark them with 
the handstamp supplied by the government to prevent their re-use. 
'' Article 4: In order to settle the price of prepayment, the following classifca­
tion is established : 

A letter or cover will be considered as liable to a single rate, the weight of 
which does not exceed 14 ounce; as double, one that does not exceed l/2 ounce; 
as treble, one that does not exceed % ounce; and, finally, as quadruple, one 
that does not exceed 1 ounce. 
'' Article 5 : The prepayment of inland correspondence will be liable to the 
follo\\·ing rates : a sin gle rate will cost one r eal; double, 2 reales; treble, 3 r eales ; 
and quadruple, 4 reales. Letters and packets exceeding one ounce in weight 
" ·ill pa~r a duty proportionate to their weight up to one pound. Articles of 
declared Yalue and r egistered letters will pay 4 r eales per pound. Moreover, 
the \reight of th ese packets must not exceed 10 pounds, in order not to inter­
fe re " ·ith the progress of the mail carrier. 
''Article 6: The prepayment of correspondence addressed to the other Re­
publics of Central Am erica and such as comes from the said Republics, will 
pay a duty double that established by the preceding Article; overseas corres­
pondence will cost treble. Printed matter will pay 1 real per pound. 
'' Articl e 7 : For the transport of money belonging to private persons by the 
g-0\·ernm cnt mail carriers, there will be charged 3% if the sum is in silver and 
1%% if in gold. In the case of jewelry in the latter metal, the amount of 
postage " ·ill he 1 real for each object. 
'' Article 8 : In any case no greater Yalue than 200 piastres* must be accepted 
under the conditions for transport by the said mail carriers, if it is in silver; 
or of 2000 piastres, if it is in gold. 
''Article 9: For the execution of the preceding Article, Postmasters will ob­
scnc the following: Silver or jewelry will be Yalued and examined in the 
presence of the sender, ;rnd the mail carrier must give a r eceipt for the con­
signm ent which is to be entrusted to him ; this must be delivered by the post­
master to the sender. 

*The word ''piastres'' is used in the decree a11d the writer cannot explain why it ,ms used 
instead of "pesos." · 
24 
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" Postmasters who i·ecei ve these valuables must check the objects compos­
ing the consignment in the pl'Csence of the mail carrier to whom it is entrusted, 
and who must immediately deliver the said consignment to the addressee or 
into the hands of his legal r epresentatiYe, obtaining from him a receipt which 
must be immediately sent to the post office in order that they may, in their 
turn, giYe the same to the person concerned, who will give back to them the 
certificate 'rhi ch he firnt r cceirnd from them. 
''Article 10: ·when a part or the whole of the Yaluable objects subject to pre­
payment in the manner indicated by the preceding Articles shall have been 
either mislaid or lost, the postmaster concerned as soon as possible ·will take the 
necessary steps for clearing up the matte1., and must giYe an account of the 
i·csnlt of his inquiry to the local authority in order to be able to discover with 
his aid the articles and to ascertain the guilty party. 
· ' Article 11: In order to keep an account of th e postage to which unprepaid 
ro 1Tespondence from the interior is liable, the General Administrator of Posts 
and also those of the Departments and Districts will keep two books which will 
be fonvarded to them by the General Trrasur,,-. The first of these books will 
hear the uame ' Big Book, ' ·which will be divided into two parts: one intended 
1·or the <Ju<l1·csscs of the letters and i·egistered packets entrusted to the mail 
carr ier for the other postmasters, and showing a description of the packets 
dt'liYered to the said canier. The second part "ill contain a detailed list of 
t lw parkl'ts canied b.\· the mail carri('l', \rith an account of the amounts to be 
reeei ved for the carriage of the letters a nd registered packets. The second 
hook will only be used for the transfer of all the parts of the first book con­
taining the accounts of postage with com·enient divisions. 
"Artirl<' 12: On the 31st of Jul~· of e;wh ~ - ('<IL' subol'dinate postmasters must 
make up their accounts in order to present them with their vouchers after a 
period of 15 days to the General Administi·ator of Posts, who must check them. 
The~- " ·ill add to the said accounts the sums whi ch .the~r haYe in their hands 
coming from their office r eceipts. If the postrnastC'r concerned cannot help at 
t he checking of his accounts, he must in this case giye a power of attorney to 
another person to represent him. 
" Article 13: The present decree wil I take effect on the first of January of 
next :"·ear, that is to say, on the :first of J anuary, 1866. 
· ' Article 1-1:: Article 2 of the Decr ee of the 22nd of August last, which 
established district mail carriers is repealed. The Decree of the same date 
which established rertain postal rates is also repraled entirely . 
.. Article 15: The D ecree by the Exrenti\·e 011 the 1st of August, 1856, re-
111ains in force, so far as it is not cont t«ll'.\. to tlw prf'sent Decree. 

Given at Comayagua at the Go\'e1·11111<'11t P1ilace, 18th October, 1865. 
The Minister of Finance Crescencio Gomez 

Saturnina Bogran Pn•sident of the Senate 

Comments Regarding the Decree of October 18, 1865 

As this dec1·ee was designed to raise reYenue, the Treasury Department, 
headed by the l\Liniskr o[ F'inance, <Jssumed the duty of selling the stamps 
\Yhith were to pn·pay postage. By this practice, all receipts derived from the 
postal sen·ice earn(' directly to the Ge11crnl Trcasnl'y, while the Director of Posts , 
newr an officer of cabinet rank, though frequently referred to as Postmaster 
General , was charged onl)- with the duty of transmitting· and distributing the 
mails. 

'l'he method hy ·whi ch the Treasm y Department effected th e sale of postage 
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stamps was as follows. They already had agents in the various towns who 
sold for the government account guiro, or native rum, a strictly enforced mono­
poly and the chief source of internal revenue. To these agents was entrusted 
the custody and sale of postage stamps on a 5% or 6% commission basis. Usu­
ally, these agents transacted all government business in their homes, known as 
estancos,16 the literal meaning being a place where privileged goods are sold 
exclusively. 

The decree makes no mention of the stamp 's design, the two colors and 
its purpose, wher e, when , and b~· whom they were printed, the quantities or­
dered and the cost of printing. These omissions are not surprising in an epoch 
of absolute personal rule, in which large quantities of paper money without 
any reserve whateYer were printed "ithout any record of design, denomination 
or total Yalue. Also large quantities of copper and nickel emergency currency 
had been imported from abroad and put into forced circulation without any 
record of their quantity, denomin ations, and r espective value. However, all 
phases concerning the postage stamps will be discussed later in detail. 

The stamp design carries a dos (two ) r eales face value in accordance with 
the basic single letter rate of th e August 2, 1856 postal-fee schedule. This had 
been in force when the stamps were secretly ordered to be printed late in 1864 
or early in 1865, but prior to thr August 22, 1865 decrer , which revised the 
1856 rates and the decree of October 18, 1865, that had annulled the rates of 
August 22, 1865. 

'rhe October 18, 1865 decree states that the face Yaluc of the forthcoming 
postage stamps would be 121/2 centaYos (on e real ) although their design showed 
a dos (two ) r eales value. Since not one word is mentioned in the decree that 
the stamps were to be overprinted for a one real value, they, therefore, must 
be classified as provisionals b~· decree onl~·. As such, the first issue of Honduras 
proba bl~· is th e :first in philately of this provisional category. 

It is quite logical that Medina ruled against the overprinting of the stamps 
to their decreed one r eal value. First, he did not relish the idea of obliterating 
the very symbolic design with a smutched overprint. If the 1877 issue is any 
criterion of Honduran overprinting in those early days, they really would have 
been smutched. Second, the OYerprinting of its Yery first issue from the very 
beginning of its use would have subjected Honduras to ridicule. And, third, 
a considerable quantity of the stamps had already been pre-sold to stamp dealers 
and collectors in Europe, wher e, eYen then, stamp collecting was an extensive 

16. The estaficos also sold tobacco, papel sellado, "11d ot ht>r l!OYl'l"ll lll t> •d 111 011opul iz1•d ro111 -
modities. W ells, in E x plorations in Hondiiras, 1857, writes : 

"Another source of r evenue is known as ' papel sellado · (stamped ren ' nue paper ) . TranH­
f er s of property, grants, mortgages, and contra cts ran only be legal ly made on thi s paper. 
which is sold at the offices of the Intendente cl e Hac il'nda ( H eHrl of the 'rreasury ) u( each 
dep artment a t the following standar d prices: 

Sello Primero 1st class $16 
2nd class $12 
3rd class $ 8 
4th class $ 4 

:-;pll u 
:-; C'll o 
~cllo 

RC'g'WH IO 
T ercero 
Cua rto 

1st class 
2nd class 

$3 
4 reales 

l real 
1h r eal 

'"I'he dollar r eferreu to ( in 1855) is of copper 1·atin g from 15 to 17 to the duro or s ilver 
<lollar. Som etim es, howe'i'er , these are recei,·ei! as low ns 12 or :1 s high as 2:"5 to the tlollar as 
the abund ance or scarcit,v of copper mone:-· a t the time 111a y dictate. Tl1 ese stamps or seals 
(papel sellado ) were 1·enewed 6\'ery two years under the Vice-Royalty ( prior to September 15, 
1821) as they a re now (1855) annually, b ut at presen t the date is gi\' Cn, " ·ith no attempt at 
ornament. In times of p eril, or when the goYernnlC'nt de111amls fun rl s for military pnrposes, 
the r a tes are increased by the decr ee o.f the <'XC'C ntin· or t l1e l<'gi s lah1rc. The n a Vional 
finances ar e also augmented a t such times by contributions lm·ied 11JH111 tlw wealthy cit iz1·ns , 
though n ot to the ruinous ext ent. practiced in N icaragua . '' 
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and established hobby. These collectors, Medina opined, had bought the stamps 
supposing they " ·ere exactly the same as those to be issued and used later on 
in Honduras. Therefore, the application of an overprint would render the 
unoverprinted stamps Yalueless. Honduras, as a result, would be accused of 
acting in bad faith. One of the reasons for pre-selling the stamps was to 
brighten the Honduran im age, not dim it. Therefore overprinting was ruled 
out, and the stamps became provisionals by decree only. 

It had been the general policy of nations at the beginning of their use of 
postage stamps, and since the P enny Post of Great Britain, to lower their 
postal rates. A cursory glance at the October 18, 1865 rates seems to indicate 
that Honduras, too, had followed this general pattern . However , digging 
deeper , it will be observed that while the value portion of the rate was r educed 
from t\rn r calcs to one real, its weight factor was lowered from ''of less than 
V2 ounce" to " up to and including 14 ounce. " This, therefore, resulted in 
prnr tically the same proportion as to Yaluc and weight as thr old F edera­
tions ·s basic domesti c 1·atc established on April 2-1- , 1824, namel.v, two rca les for 
a single letter weighing Jess than Y2 ounce. Lacking the postal decrees of 
March 13, 1839, and of August 2, 1856, we cannot pin-point where the weight 
factor of " up to and including 14 ounce"' first appearrcl . \Vr know it was 
included in the annulled rate drcrec of August 22, 1865. Consequently, we arc 
i rwl in rd to believe that its first official application took place b:v the authority 
of tlH' Ortober 18, 1865 decrr1• and its rntification of M:arch 2, 1866, \\·hich , in 
turn. \\·as apprornd b)· l\Iedina on the next day as the " Law of the Land." 

In 1865, sih-er had 11ot been demonetized and was then at a premium 
against U. S. currency. For man;.• years the Honduran silver peso stood at 
parit)· with gold after th e United States resumed specie payments following 
the encl of the CiYil Vfar. Thus for a long time, the r a tr for· a $20 U.S. gold 
piece >nts nineteen silver pesos. In fixing a domestic postal rate at one r eal 
for a single letter of 14 ounce or under and an overseas rate at treble the 
dom estic one, the dec1·ee under discussion certainly established a rate sufficiently 
high. As experience proved, the rate was so high that the public did not stop 
its practice of using private couriers. This continued for many years in the 
fTansmission of postal matter. 

This decree is signed by Crescencio Gomez as President of the Scnatr 
(Vig. 18) and Saturnina Bogran as l\Iinister of Finance. It is assured, how­
rvet", that such an important decree as this one authorizing postage stamps for 
the first. timr was thi> work of none other than Medina, who was just then 
pat icntly sitting on the sicleliiws awaiting the comin g election. 

As expected, Medina was swept into office by a huge majority of the voles. 
Un F ebruary 1, 1866, he took the oath of office as Constitutional President for 
a four year term, as provided in the Medina-inspired Constitution of September 
~R. 186!1. lt. is cunusing to obsene ho'" rapicll)r iVfrdina rrga ined his health 
11111·p he had won the four-vear tenn.1 7 

'l'he dccl'ee stipulates ·it was obligatory to frank all conespondence with 
the l't'q uisite Yalue in postage stamps prior to its acceptance for transmission. 
,\ criticism in a subsequent administration states that patrons were frequently 
o,·erchargcd, sincr most " cstafetas" (post offices) and "estancos " were with­
out scalrs a n<l thrrefor-e unable to determine the corrrct \\·eight of a piece of 
mail. 

"Cpon acceptance of the correspondence, the stamps were to be cancelled 

17. Actua lly, Medina lia<l [ l lll'lieatr cons lit,u ti on alHI was plag ued l1y ilh11·sH tltroug-ltout !ti s 
lifetime. 
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immediately by the postmaster or his clerk either with a pen-struck cross or 
with a special town canceller, provided the gO\·ernment had supplied one. The 
predominance of the pen-struck cancellations as compared with rubberstamp 
markings is an indication of the latter's scal'city and consequent desirability 
as a collector's item. 

A directive in Article 2 states that there shall be kept in designated loca­
t ions " ·rnrious" stamps. Had there been but one color used at a time, as 
suggested in the magazine articles of August, 1865, the ·word "various" would 
have been omitted. 

An important consideration of the adoption of postage stamps was to im­
prove accountability by Treasury officials; and this requisite is stressed in 
Articles 11 and 12 of the decree, which correspond to Articles 8 and 9 of the 
l\'[arch 2, 1866 ratification. 

Note that the rates arc multiples of one real, thereby simplifying the 
assessment of rates. This succeeded in eliminating the need for the scarce 
fractional currency, enabling an easier rrn dering of accounts by Treasury em­
ployees, and last but not least, following the example of other important nations 
b~- apparently r educing postal rates, although, in realit:v, this was only partially 
so " ·hen the weight factor is taken into consideration. 

The decree, in Article 13, sets the first day of the stamp issue as Monday, 
January 1, 1866, whereas the decree rn tifieation of l\Iarch 2, 1866 makes no 
mention of a first day of issuance. 

Article 1-! of the decree under diseussio11 a nd A rticlc 10 of its l\l areh 2, 
1866 ratification repeal Article 2 of the August 22 decree, which established 
mail carriers. The reason for this repeal is explained in the following decree 
of December 27, 1865. The repeal of thr en tire decree of August 22, 1865 
establishing postal fees was due to the fixin g of a revised schedule in the decree 
of October 18, 1865 and its ratification. Also, oYerseas postal rates, which were 
omitted in the August 22, 1865 postal fees, are listed in the decree under 
discussion. 

The decree refers to the one of August 1, 1856, \\·hich then set up postal 
regulations, stating they were still in force as far as they were not contrary to 
the present decree. This indicates that Guardiola 's 1856 postal decree was a 
good one, as most of its provisions after nine years were still acceptable to 
l\Iedina. Actually, Guardiola and Medina had been "buddies" back in the 
clays of the Cabanas regime, 1852-185G, when they surrendered the fortress in 
Omoa and Hs cannon to Carrer a of Guatemala in what Cabanas termed "an 
act of treason.'' 

The co-signer of this October 18, 1865 decree with Crescencio Gomez was 
the Minister of Finance, Saturnina Bogran, father of Luis Bogran, president 
of Honduras from 1883 until 1891, and whose likeness appears on the Seebeck­
procluced H onduran postal issue of 1891. In fact, it. was during Luis Bogran 's 
administration that a contract was signed with Seebeck for an annual supply 
of postal issues. It is ironical that Luis Bogrnn was one of the generals who, 
in 1878, sat in judgment of Medina at his court-martial. 

Of importance is the fact that the October 18, 1865 decree and its ratifica ­
tion placed no restriction upon the transportation of correspondence by private 
couriers. Also no such restriction was included in the August 1, 1856, nor in 
the August 22, 1865 decrees. HoweYer, such a restriction did appear in 
Article 32 of the F ederation 's Postal Decree of Aphil 2+, 1824, which stated: 
"It is strictly prohibited to send a letter through the medium of individuals 
without the seal impression of the post office." 

'l'he first postal decree of the soverrign, free and independent state of 
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Honduras, issued on March 13, 1839 (a copy of which I have been unable to 
find ), may contain a clause similar to Article 32 of the April 24, l 824 decree, 
but is is doubtful. HoweYer , we know for certain that such a prohibitory 
clause was not a part of the August l , 1856 decree, nor of the subsequent postal 
rrgu lations until President Soto, in his May 13, 1879 address to his Congress, 
stressed th e need for such a restl'iction, which was finally includrd, in 1883, 
in his Postal La\\·s. A similar restrictiYe clausr has appearccl in all revised 
postal regulations since then. 

The Decree of December 27, 1865 

· ' I-'a Gaceta" of the 16th of J anuar,,-, 1866 published the following Decree 
of Drcemher 27, 1865: 

The Ministry of Interior Relations 
''A Decree which fixes the \\·ages of the Postal Administrators and 
11 lso proYides additional Postal Regn lat ions.'' 

" To the Political Governors of the Dcpartm r nts, on this date the President 
issues the following Decree: 

" Th e President of the Republi c: As esta hlish ed in the decree of October 
] , just passed, the Postal Administrators shall not administer any funds what­
cwr , as all the correspondence will he received franked, and the stamps used 
for this purpose have already been sent to the various dependencies of the 
ll'rcasm·~- for their sale. Therefore, the Admin istrators are unable to receive 
the fees allowed them by law ; and it is necessary to assign them a salary to 
C'Ompensate in part for their work arnl the honl's sprnt on that job as well as, on 
the other hand, to insure that the handling of c01·1·espondrncc and the interests 
of th e Post Office are carried out. Thus it has heen Rren fit to issue the follo,v­
ing Decree : 
" Articl e l : The Administrators slrnll recei\'C' the sum of five pesos monthly, 
to be paid them by the higher officers of thr r rspectiw drpartmcnts and of the 
maritime customhouse in the ports. 
"Article 2: The Postal Administrators slrn 11 \1·eigh the pouch whenever it is 
read~- (pouch and contents to be \reighrd together) and shall make note of 
same 'wight in the list and also in the 'passport' or workbook of the carrier. 
" Article 3: The Administrator re<'eiYing the pouch shall weigh it and compare 
the " ·eight to that of the attached list, before rven opening the pouch. This 
"·ill be clone in the presence of the carrier or conductor . H e will check the 
" ·eight agninst the 'passport,' and hold the carrier there until the contents have 
heen checked against the list to find out if ewr~-thing is correct and in order. If 
ever~·thing is correct, he will allow thr carrier to moYe on and proceed with 
the work of his office. On the other' han<l, should anything suspicious take 
place (difference in weight, etc.), he will call the nearest authority and explain 
what has taken place, and turn over the cnnier to him for the disposition called 
for h:v law (prison, etc.). 
'' Article 4: v\Then a carrier becomes ill while in transit and with this motive 
presents himself before a mayor , justice of the peace, or any other public em­
ployee, so that th e pouch can be sent on to its destination, the authority re­
rciving th e pouch will weigh it in the presence of the carrier and check it 
against th e ' passport ' of th e carrier, and should he find anything unusual , he 
"ill mnkc a note of same on the list (packing list ) and dispatch the pouch to 
its destination. The carrier will be remanded to prison and, with every secu­
rity tnken, the authority " ·ill take him from town to town until }1 e has arrived 
at th r town of destination, with thr object that all th e necessary investigations 
of th e cnsc tnke place in the presence of the competent authority. 

( Cr111 tin11Pd on l'ngr• 40 ) 
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l(ingdom of Poland 
Russian Railway Cancellations 

By Miroslaw A. Bojanowicz* 

'rhis articlr in clud rs the Russian Railway eancellations used in Polish 
territory, surh as tlw numerals in a hrxagon of clots (Fig. 1) and th e circular 
m;irkings applied in the Russian railroad rars (Fig. 2 ) which , so far as known , 
haYe 11 eYer preYiously hren written about in drtail. 

Unfortunately, only a f ew rovers, giYing p1·ecise information , ham come 
to light ; insufficirnt to enable th r writer to (lraw positiYe conclusions at this 
stage, although a few theori es ran br achanred. Th r disron' 1·:· of furthrr rna­
tr1·ial may m:'ll modify or confirm these theories. 

Where anomalies or ;ipparentl:· contradictory evid.rnce exists, there may be 
a number of Yalid r easons; for exampl e, a railway mail rar could be temporarily 
out-of-order or in need of r epair. Or again , it could be that a temporary hand­
stamp was in use, whil e the normal one was being repaired. These, or similar 
circumstances, could lead to confusion in th e mind of the specialist, who would 
expect to find only certain regular handstamp markings and he disturbed to find 
other differ ent ones. 

In the published information llealing with the Russian numeral cancella­
t ion with a hexagon of clots (Figs. 1 and lA ), we find no attempt was made to 
associate them in an:' wa.v with the Russian circular cancell ations (Fig. 2). 
The latter were used in th e " ,rngons' ' numbered from 1 to 6 ser ving the rail­
road lines going from or to Russia through Poland (Fig. 3) . A study of th e 
few known covers with this t:·pe, without doubt, indicates that these two types 
of cancellers should be consid ere l together. Also, the.r indicate the direction 
of trnYel of the r ailroad train , rastbound or westbound, despite the fact that 
they may haYe been used either singl y or in combination. 

Although the postage stamp used rn a.v haYe ber n either Russian or Polish, 
our intention is to deal solely with tlwir use on Polish territor~r . It is important 
that this be clearly understood, because cancellers of a similar type, i.e. number 
in hexagon of clots also were used in Russia . 

There is now sufficient information to show that during the period under 
discussion only six Russian railway post offiers (Fig. 3) were operating on the 

••• .·:·:··· ... ·1· 4·:.:. • • • • • ••• • • • • • ••• • • • • • • . . . . . .. . '•. • • • • • • 

Fig. I. 

• • • • • • ····•···• . .. · 16· ... • • • • ·=·= :·:· . . ·• . . . . .. . • • • • • • • . . • 

Fig . IA. Fig. 2. 

*Erli tor 's Nol e : Mr. M . A. Roja11owicz of London , l~ 11g-la11d won th<' 1.96.f Co ll rc lorR Clu b 
Medal for the best prngnirn (Poland No. l ) given d 11 r in 0' H)fi:~ :ii 'l'he ('olli'r.tor8 Cluh; Nrw 
York City. " 
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Fig. 3. 

Polish railway lines to and from St. P etersburg, Russia within the Kingdom of 
Pol and . 

T wo Different Cancellations Used 

First, we shall discuss in detail the two cancella t ions (Fig. 1 and 2) and 
then we shall summarize the avail able evidence. 

It seems certain that thesC' cancellers 'wrc in use on lv in the Russian rail­
'rn:· post offices. They were usC'cl on letters postwl in Pol i~h territory at stations 
on th e railroad lines which ran bctweC'n thC' Prnssim1 and Russian frontier; 
these being Wierzbclow (vVerballen )-Mar:·am1Jol - on the railway line Konigs­
berg-vV crball en-Kowno-St. P etersburg (sec Fig. -1- ) . The letters were posted di-
1·cctly into the carriages of Russian trains passing through the above stations 
on the way to St. P etersburg. It was always a n event in those days to meet 
a train passing through. 

There is strong evidence to show that at least fou r Russian railway post 
offices on the trains going to St. P etersburg were given a special hexagon can­
crllcr, examples already being recorded of numbers " 12," " 14," " 15,'' and 
" 16. " Copies of P oland's No. 1 stamp cancelled with the numeral " 12,'' " 14," 
and " 16 " ha Ye been known for sometime, recently a cover showing No. " 15" 
has been found. Numbers " ll " and " 13 " haYc not Yet been seen used on the 
P olish Ne. ] stamp. Possibly number " ] 3" was ne\rc t· p nt into use becauRc 
of the superstition associated with it. 

In an article entitled, '' The Early Railway Postmarks,'' in No. 19 of the 
"Brit ish Journal of Russian Philately" (page 575 ), Dr. Wortman mentions a 
hexagon " 11 " (Fig. 5) num eral cancellation used on a Russian stamp on cover, 
probably from St. P etersburg to Mitau , backstamped with the circular marking 
of R.P.O. No. 6, dated 1.22.XI.1863. The first numeral " l " indicates, in our 
opinion, th e St. P eter sburg Railway Station cancellation. The F ig. 5 cover 
has no connection with the Kingdom of Poland ; we show it solely for the 
numeral '' 11 ' cancellation. 

It is interesting to note that all known covers are addressed to F . E. Gunz­
burg, the Director of Russian Railways, in St. P etersburg, Russia. A list of 
recorded covers and illustrations of a few covers bearin g a copy of Poland No. 1 
cancelled with numerals in a hexagon of dots are as follows: 
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Fig. 4. Map of the Russian railroad lines in The Kin gdom of Pola nd . (D rawn by Natha niel Litt). 

List of Cancellations Known 

lfexagon "12." CoYcr to Riga , backstamprd " W agon 1, ·· datrd f::lrptember 29, 
1862. (rx- l•'abrrge col lection, present owner unknown ) . 
Jfexagon "12." Cm·er to St. P eterburg, backstamped " \.Vagon 6, " rlated June 
29, J863. (ex-Faberge collection, present owner unkno\\·n ) . 
II exagon " 14. " (li'ig. 6). Cover from \.Vierzbelow to St. P etersburg, back­
stamped " .. Wagon 3," dated August 18, 1862, sent h~· A . F einbcrg-Werballen 
in Polcn . (ex-Faberge, now in author 's coll ection ) . 
llexar;on " 15. " (Fig. 7 ). CoYer from Wierzbelow to St. P etersburg, back­
stnrnpe<l " Wagon 2, " datcd September 30, 1862, sent b.v A. F ein berg, W erballen 
in Pol en. ( cx-Pa lrn er , now in author's collection). 
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Fig. 5. Russian stamp cancelled "II" with hexagon of dots. At the top are the two receipt marks 
on the back. (Dr. Wortman of Lon d on , Eng land collection) 

Fig. 6. Numeral " 14" cancellation on a part of cover , the arrow points to the backstamp. 
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Fig . 7. The upper half shows the back of the cover with the arrows pointing to the backstamp and 
the name of the sender. 

Jl exagon "16." (F'ig. ) . CO\·er from Wierzbelo\Y to St. Petersburg, back­
stamped '· \:\lagon 2," (Pol an ski plate XXVI), dated June 22, 1863. Arrow 
on F ig. 8 poin ts to the ill\·ertC't l number "37 " of the Stat.ion vVierzbC'low. 
Jl exagon "16." Con•r to foscow, backstamped " W agon 2," dated April 26, 
1, fi3. (ex- [•'aberge collection, present owner unlmown.) 

Tt seems appm·pnt that n ll four hexagon cancellations with nmnPrals " 12," 
" J..1.," '· ] 5," and · ' 16 ., were applied only on mail from the Kingdom of Poland 
to Russia and not from Russia to Poland. 

The table, t lrnt follows, indicates roughly the coincidence between the hexa­
gon cancellations nsed on tlw front of coYers from Poland to Russia and the 
backstamped Russian circular marks, which conform with the normal use in 
ra ihvay rn11il cars. 

On Poland No. 1 

Table of Known Covers 

llexagon on Front 
16 
15 
14 

Russian Circular Mark ; 
on Back of Cover 
Wagon l and 2 
Wagon 2 
Wagon 3 
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Unknown 
On Poland No. 1 
On Russian stamp 

Fig. 8. 

13 ~agon ? 
12 ~agon 1 and 6 
11 ~agon 6 

Dates of use: August 18, 
1863 the latest. 

1862 is the earliest date r ecord ed and June 29, 

From th e li t tl e arnilable evidence, one might theorize the following relation­
ship bet\Ycen the hexagon with clots cancellation usually arc found on the stamp 
on the front of the cover and the circulnr hl'lclrntamp. 

Cancellation 
" Hexagon" 

Front 
16 
15 
14 
13 
12 
11 

(if it exists) 

Cancellation 
Circular 

" Wagon" 
Back 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

Fig. 9. "S.P.B. WARSCHAWSK Z.D. - POTSCHT. 
WAG. NR." with date in center. 
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Fig. 10. 

Ring Cancellers Used on Russian Postal Carriages 

From the evidence available, it would seem that all traYelling Russian rail­
way post offices cancelled mail with a circular datcstamp to correspond with the 
number of the Russian postal carriage (Fig. 3). This circular datestamp with 

os. 1 to 6 was usually applied to the back of the coY<>r, ::ilthough it is also 
known used on the front, cancelling the stamp itself. 

Copies of Poland No. 1 are krwwn cancelled in this way (Fig.9). 
These datestamps are circular with the letters around the periphery in 

cyrillic characters, as follows: with date in the <'enter (l<'ig. 9) or misplaced to 
right or eYen inverted (Fig. 10). 

In addition to the date, these circular cancels haYe an additional numeral, 
normally to the left of the date (da:v of the month); they arc also found in­
Yerted or sideways (Fig. 10 ) . The meaning of these numerals has not yet been 
clearJ~r established. We believe that the nurn her corresponds to the station of 
posting or the station from which the "wagon '' startell its journe:v. If this 

/ 

( 

I 

;1 \ I 
{ \ (i 

2 <;. 18(> 

Fig . 11. Believed to be the only recorded Polish postal stationery with Russia n railway cancellation 
"Wagon 4" with station No . 2 (not yet identified} . Also shown is a . clear tracing of this cancellation 
for identification purposes. 
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• 17 . 12 .. 1863 (RUSSI AN CALE N DAR ) 

Fig. 12. 

could be proYen, then the number · · 1 ' · would indicate the St. P etersburg station 
where the trains started for Pol and. There are covers in the author 's collection 
and others which support this thcor·.'· (Fig. 3). 1\Iany corr esponding numerals 
from other places have yet to br established. 

Documentation 

With the aboYc fact1:; in mind , it is in order at this point to examine in 
detail such covers as ar e known to the writer , although the few seen do little to 
confirm or deny the theo l',,. thr writer has advanced. Conclusive answers will 
be forthcomin·g only when 11101·r co ,·ers ha ve been found . In this connection, 
th er rfore, any information kn o\\·11 to the r eader may prove of va lue and should 

Fig. 13. Type II. POTSCHTOWYJ WAGON NR. 
4 with letter "A" or " B" underneath and date in 
center. Norma lly struck · in black these a lso have 
been seen in blue. 
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I 11 ; 

•. 

Fig. 14. (Bottom) Poland No. I on cover from Warsaw to Moscow, backstamped "Wagon 4a." 
(Top) No. "33" indicates the station of Wilna/transit to St. Petersburg-Moscow, pointed out by th e 
arrow. (Dr. Wortman collection). 

be brought to the attention of students. 
Further evidence has recently come to light by examination of a cover from 

Wal"saw to St. PetPrsburg, dated 1863, which has been backstamped with the 
circular i·ailwa.r mark containing the number " 44. " This indicates that "44" 
could well be ·warsaw (Fig. 12). The author 's collection contains Polish 
starnpless covers from 1862 and 1863 addrnssed to France, bearing the above­
mcntioncd circular railway cancellations of all six travelling post offices (Fig. 3) 
all with station number " 1" (St. P etersburg). 

Supplementary Numbers 

If the facts regarding the supplementary numbers (see Circular Cancellers) 
could be established, then we could determine the stations from which the covers 
were posted. lrt all probability the circular cancellers were reset during the 
journey, cha nging the numbers in order to comply with the date and station. 
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Tab l e Of Railrond Post Of fi ces 

Station 
llo . !Jame Date Strunp Used \'/agon Ho . Col l e ctio n Destination 

\'/ ithou t 18 . VIII Cover ·:11erzb e lo\0t -
No . 1:1ie rzbel ow 1862 Po l and No . l 3 Type I Bo janonic z St . Peters bur g 

l. ? -- 1864 Poland J!o . l 2 Type I Bojanm·Jicz ? 

l. 16 . VII "PolRnski Book" 
Side Ylay s ? 1864 Po land l!o . l 3 Type I Pl nte Y..JCVI/ 9 ? 

1862- Cover l - 6 St . Pete rsburS'" 
l. St . Petersburg 1863 l!o strur..ps Type I Bo janow icz Fr ance 

19 . IV Polish From ? -
2 . ? 1864 Stationery 4 Type I Bojnnowicz .. arszawa 

28 . XI 
12 . ? 1863 Poland i:o . l 4 Type I Bo janowicz ? 

2 . I Gr anica ? -
21. Gr an ica ? 1864 Po l nnd llo . l 3 Type I Bojanowicz '.'i arszawa ? 

1.XI 4a . Type II 
33 . Wilna 1866 Poland lfo . l Black Bojano\·1icz ','!ilno - ? 

-
12 . XII Cover 4a . Type II Warnzawa -

33 . Wil no 1963 Poland No . l Black Dr . ~·/ortman V/ ilno - !.:o s kva 

l . XI Cove r 4a . Type II 1.'lilno -
33 . 1:.'ilno 1866 Ru :Jsia Blue Bo janowicz 'Nars z awa 

37 . 22 . VI "ro l anski Rook" ·:ae r zbe low-
Inverted Wie r zbelow 1863 Po!.Et nd No . l 2 Type I Plate XXVI/12 St . Pe t ersburc 

37 . ·:i1crzbe low 30 . IX Cover \'!icr zbalow-
1862 Polnnd Ho . l 2 Type I Bojanowicz 5t . re t e rsburg 

44 . 17 . XII Co ver 1.','ars zawa -
Sideways i"lar s zawa 1863 Poland Ho . l 4 Type I Bojanowicz St . Peter sbur g 

14 . l.X . ·:iarszawa-
Sideways \'Jars zawa 1863 Poland !lo . l 4 Type I Bojanowi cz St . Peters burg 

50 . 'i/arszawa 
1 ~ • .L 

1863 Pol and r1 0 . l ? Bojanowicz ? 

If this " ·ere so, thrn this " ·ork, possibly be in g hurried, was not always done 
\l'ith proper care and attention , causing some numerals to be inverted or hit 
side\l'ays (Fig. 10 ) . Possibly the date and station numbr r were transposed at 
tim es. Also seen are examples " ·here the station number has been omitted and 
a dash substituted (Fig. 10). 

After 1865 a new t.qH: of th e circul ar Rnssian rnilway cancellation was 
intl'oduced (Fig. 13). 

Fig . 15. Part of a cover from Wiln a to W a rsaw with Russ ia 10 kop . cancelled with "Wagon 4a " and 
"Station No. 33 " of W ilna . Th is confirms the prev ious one (Fig . 14) . (Autho r'< co llection). 
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Fig . I b. " Wagon 4" used from "Station 12" (town name not yet establ ished ) to W a rsaw ca n­
celled on arrival with Warsaw small pre-adhesive st amp kill e r in red . (Author's collect io n) . 

'l'his ai·ticlc has been published fo l' two reasons. [n the first place, so little 
has been recorded about these postal markings that the writer thought it helpful 
to set forth the se;mt information his stml i<•s ha\·e revealed. 

Seconcll,\·, b.v publishing this in The COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST because 
ol: its international readership, it is hoped that further information will be 
supplied to the writer. 
Honduras 
(Continued }rum l'age 29) 

''This Decree promulgated m Comayagua at the Government offices on 
December 27, 1865." 

Crescencio Gomez 
Minister of Interior Relations 

Saturnino Bogran 
Minister of the 'l'reasury and vVar 

Paulino Nieto 
Division Chief in charge of the 
Ministr~r of Relations and Government 

.. The eo n te nts of the above to be publici7.ecl nationwid<' . Your faithful ad­
here nt, Uhief of the Division, Paulino Nieto." 

Regarding the December 27, 1865 Decree 

Crescencio Gomez, as Prime Minister and 1\fi uister of the Interior, author­
ized the aboYc decree, together with Satumino Bogran and Paulino Nieto. 
'l'here was a Minister 's Council at this time, as Medina, out of office by his 
own choice, was awaiting the approaching p1·esidential election. 

Of particular importance are the articles that deal with the " ·eighing of 
the mail pouches - just at the moment of their dispatch and immediately upon 
their arriYal at destination. Article 1 provides for the salaries of the postal 
administrators; it was a substitute for Article 2 of the August 22, 1865 decree, 
which established the wages of these postal administrators. 

(To Be Continued) 
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The Clubhouse 
Meeting o f October 6, 1965 

United States - Latin America - Asia; Roundtable Discussions 

The Program Committee instituted a new idea for the regular Club meeting 
schedule last year. Some thought because most all of the meetings were a 
steady diet of displa.Ys and lectures by one individual or a small group, this 
permitted too little audience participation. It was decided, therefore, to ex­
periment with a less formal type of meeting, allowing all those present to join 
into the discussions, if they cared to do it. 

The 1964 informal discussion program generated enough interest so that 
in planning the 1965 schedule of meetings, two roundtable discussions were 
programmed. 

SeYeral members, such as the program committee chairmen and the editor, 
attended all three roundtable discussions in order to gain an overall impression. 
As expected, United States had the largest attendance - 22. Latin America 
'ms next with 10, while Asia was close to this with 8. Considering that the 
night of October 6th was the end of a high religious holiday for some members, 
the total attendance of 40 was regarded as very encouraging for this type of 
meeting. 

No reports of boredom, no complaints were heard. Instead, many smiling 
faces were seen , while a number of those present said: "Yes, I like this kind 
of a meeting.'' 

The reports of the individual group chairmen follow. 

United States 

The informal roundtable discussion on United States stamps gathered in 
the Stephen G. Rich Memorial room on the ground floor. It developed that 
the table used was square. Some of the subjects discussed also were ''square,'' 
because they were difficult to answer and discuss fully in the short space of 
time " ·hich was aYailable. About twenty club members were present; nearly 
eYeryone took some part in the questions and answers. 

Our group was graced with the presence of the Club President Herbert P. 
·woodward, who opened the discussion with a provocative question. He wanted 
to know, among other things, how and why one should collect United States 
stamps, if at all. He received several answers, probably none of which were 
entirely satisfactory to him. He will still stay with Bulgaria. lVIr. Philip 
Silver, our Vice President, discussed odd and interesting air mail rates. Later 
on, he showed two air mail coYers from the 1926 period, further developing the 
subject that he discussed. 

lVIrs. Rae Ehrenberg showed a number of pages with her Department 
stamps on cover with interesting and historical uses of the various stamps. She 
spoke on each item in detail. 

lVIr. Richard Schwartz showed a number of Local and Carrier stamps on 
coYers, many of which offered some problems that led to interesting discussions. 
The 'uiter of these notes showed a number of pages with 19th century miscel­
laneous material, some of which were a puzzle to the members present. 

All appeared to enjoy the discussion and the material shown. When asked 
by lVIr. Silver, the program co-chairman, about this type of meeting, all agreed 
that conducting informal gatherings such as this were worthwhile and should 
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he continned in the future. 
It was suggested, however, that more people take part by bringing addi­

tional material to show and talk about. Everyone of us possesses items that 
either puzzles until the answer is found or still proves puzzling. An explana­
t ion is wanted. This is the type of meeting for doing that. All of us believed 
that we added to our store of philatelic knowledge. (Ezrn D. Cole) 

Latin America 

Our roundtable discussion met in the lounge on the second floor. Mr. 
Nathaniel Litt led off by displaying a recent souvenir booklet issued by Para­
guay. It was presented to those who attended an international conference in 
Paraguay. The booklet contained many large multi-colored souvenir sheets dif­
ferent from material sold to philatelists. 

Some Local stamps of Venezuela were shown and discussed by Mr. Henry 
Kraemer. These adhesives are not only scarce, but acording to Mr. Kraemer 
verv littl e has been recorded about them. There was an article on them in a 
British journal a few years ago, but this contained many mistakes, according 
to Mr. Kraemer. 

One of the scarcer Salvador stamps is the first air mail with a red instead 
of a black overprin t. Only one sheet of 100 with the red error is known, most 
of the cop ies being mint. Mr. Henry M. Goodkind showed a copy on cover 
that went through the mails. A collector friend of his in Latin America had 
sen t it to him for his opinion. Being a member of the Expert Committee of 
the Philatelic F'oundation, Mr. Goodkind knew that this Salvador air mail stamp 
lrns been counterfeited. 

Wh en returning this cover to South .America, he advised the owner to sub­
mit it to the Expert Committee. A reply was received that it had been sent 
to the Philatelic Foundation 's Expert Committee last year and an opinion was 
rendered that the red overprint was counterfeit. The owner just could not 
lwlieve this. It was true that this item had legitimately gone through the mail. 
The postal clerks no doubt never noticed the bad overprint. Before returning 
the cover, Mr. Goodkind thought that the group would like to see this item and 
he passed it around for inspection. 

Mr. F. B. Sellers exhibited a small lot of an early (1868) essay of Haiti. 
The essay's design is strikingly similar to the first issue of Ecuador. Knowing 
so little about th is essay of Haiti , Mr. Sellers asked if anyone present knew the 
printer or could shed any light on the first issue of Ecuador, which might help 
in leaming more about the Haiti essay. The Ecuador stamps preceded Haiti's 
first issur by th irteen years. Also, thl:' similarity to France's early stamps 
was noted. No one present could offer any helpful information. 

Before the discussion concluded, the group regretted the demise a few 
years ago of the Pan American Philatelic Federation and spoke about a need 
l"or thr 1·<>Yirnl of a 8tudy Group devoted to l1atin .American philatel~' · Mention 
was made of t.he A PS ' Latin American Unit. Rut th is, too, is wry inactive 
drsp itr some recent attempts to reactivate it. 

It was generally agreed that one of the difficulties encountered in main­
ta ining a Latin American specialty group is the diffusion of interests. There 
arc tw<>nty cou ntries involved. Therefore, there is a specialty within a spe­
c·.ia lty. Fo1· instance, the Haiti enthusiast is no more interestrd in Brazil than 
a Rcandi11avian collector is in Tibet. 

Th ere was a general agreement, however, that every philatelic society needs 
a few "spark-plugs " who will work both to establish and maintain a Study 
Group. If one or two interested in Latin .America will volunteer, then a re­
birth is very possible. (F. B. Sellers) 
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Asia 

'l'he group met in the Governors room on the third floor. Material was 
brought by Winthrop S. Boggs and Harrison D. S. Haverbeck. 

Mr. Boggs led off the discussion with a showing of Afghanistan. The 
stamps displayed were confined to the first twenty years of the Twentieth Cen­
tury. The issues of the Amir Habibullah Khan were for the most part locally 
engraved on copper plates. The stamps were seen in entire sheets, also used 
examples and, especially interesting to the group, used on entire covers. Mr. 
Boggs made the display very interesting with his comments on the usage and 
postal history of these neglected issues. In the discussion that followed the 
exhibitor's remarks, the group showed great interest and considerable grasp 
of the material. 

The discussion then proceeded to a display of British Indian stamps used 
in Tibet shown by Mr. Haverbeck. This was confined to the field posts and 
postal agencies established by the Indian Government on the territory of Tibet. 
The material commenced ·with the establishment of the first postal agency at 
Gyantse iE the Chumbi Valley and concluded with the evacuation of the Indian 
Trade Agrncy in 1954. Covers and postmarks were discussed from Gyantse, 
Yatung and Pharijong, all of which were located in the Chumbi Valley. Agen­
cies were maintained at Gyantse and Yatung. The post office at Pharijong 
served prim11rily 11s a transfer point for mails from India to Tibet and vica­
Yersa. 

'I'he questions asked showed that those present had considerable interest in 
the material shown. It was brought out that this group of members had gotten 
more knowledge and enjoyment out of this type of meeting with a smaller at-
1emln nrr and rveryonr a participant than in our regular meetings. (H.D.S.H.) 

Meeting of October 20, 1965 

"Stump The Experts" 

According to this reporter 's memory, it is the third time that this type of 
program has been conducted. The first was when radio was the craze; tele­
vision was still a few years away from being the home entertainment fad. A 
popular radio weekly program was ''Information Please.'' A philatelic version 
of it was staged here at the Club. 

The year is believed to be about 1945, because the late Alfred F. Lichten­
stein (who died in 1947) is recalled as on the panel of philatelic authorities. 
Also remembered is a question put to Mr. Lichtenstein, "What do you consider 
the most beautiful stamp~" 

Answer: "I do not collect stamps for beauty." 
A srrond quiz program was repeated about ten years later. Neither the 

<'xpcrts nor many in the audience were too impressed. The questions were not 
geare(l to test the lrnowledge of well-known philatelic authorities. Instead, they 
were superficial , tricky and not a true test of phil atelic knowlrdge. Had this 
second try heen more successful, a third one b~- popular demand most likely 
would haw followed within a few years. 

There was a 10-year gap and the 1964 Program Committee scheduled a 
third ''quiz'' program for this year under a new title '' Stump The Experts.'' 

A panel of five experts were selected by the 1965 Program Committee. 
They were introduced on the night of October 20, 1965 in alphabetical order 
as follows: 

H erbert J . Bloch, Winthrop S. Boggs, Ezra D. Cole, Henry M. Goodkind 
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and Harrison D.S. Hav erbeck. 
The Program-Co-Chairman, Philip Silver, made the introduction of each 

expert, along \\·ith a humorous but imaginary biography. His introduction 
began as follows: 

'' I think that, before the members of the panel take their seats on the 
podium, you should be filled in, at least in some sketchy fashion on their phila­
telic credentials. Each of our experts, as you will notice, is no longer a strip­
ling. In fact, we could almost refer to them as philatelic graybeards. Their 
combined active years in philatelic pursuits number somewhere between 150 
and 200. So, in these brn centuries of activity, we must assume they haYe 
accumulated a store of learning calculated to fit each one, in his own way, for 
the arduous tasks that lie immediately ahead." 

The panel " ·as well chosen, because the accumulative knowledge of all five 
co\·ered the range of philately from ''A'' to '' Z '' and from '' 1840 to the present 
year." 

l\Ir. SilYer acted as moderator. A large audience filled every chair in the 
meeting room. Only about ten members, however, asked questions. 

As for the latter, there was not much change from the second meeting. 
Th e queries were not a suitable test of the fund of knowledge of a philatelic 
authorit~-. Here are a few typical examples: "What l[nited States stamp 
first depicted a 'roman 1" ""What four American artists' works have appeared 
on United States stamps ~ " 

As one of the panelists, and also as one who sampled the reaction of some 
after the meeting had ended, a popular demand for rescheduling of another 
''Stump The Experts'' program was not apparent. 

Perhaps a program such as this can come off well. It requires, however, 
more advance planning. Intelligent philatelic questions should be prepared 
before the meeting. Also, some screening of questions seems advisable. Other­
wise, this reporter is among those who would not care to sec a repetition of the 
1965 "Stump The Experts" meeting. (H.M.G.) 

Meeting of November 3, 1965 

The Air Posts o f Colombia 

.11 I'. Eugenio Gebaner of Caracas, Venezuela presented this display and 
lecture on the history of air mail in Colombia, perhaps the most popular of the 
Latin America nations for the aero-philatelist. Mr. Gebauer has an imposing 
list of credentials when it comes to Colombian air post; these were detailed by 
our Program Co-Chairman, H erbert J. Bloch, when he introduced our speaker. 

Mr. Gebauer \\·as educated in Europe as a chemist and scientist. He used 
his h ighly skilled training to become a brewmaster, first in Germany and later 
in Colombia and Venezuela. Today he is known as one of the leading brew­
masters in the 'rnrld. He came to Colombia just when air mail began playing 
an important role. As a philatelist, he became interested in this field (before, 
he had been collecting early German States ) ; he has been studying and collect­
ing it intensely for many years. 

Th e high point of Mr. Gebauer's studies " ·as reached in 1964 when he pub-
1 ishcd his 126-page book, " The Air Posts of Colombia. " This was reviewed in 
The COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST Vol. 43 (1964 ) on pages 246 and 247. Also, 
he has written a number of articles in both Spanish and English on his specialty. 
One was published about fifteen years ago in the " Aero Philatelist's News." 
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A cover cancelled March 6, 1920 with two copies of the IOcts . green air mail stamps of the Com ­
pania Colombiana de Navegacion Aerea shown in t he lower lefthand corner. This stamp (Scott Cl I) 
is rare on cover. The use of two copies to pay the double air mail fe <:> as seen on this cover is so 
far the only one known . (Photos by Bo utrelle). 

This \\·as a study of the 1920-29 air mail issues co-authored with Mr. Jacob S. 
Glaser, a former President of 'l'hc Collectors Club. It was this series of articles 
that led to a later revision of the listing of Colombia's air mail stamps in the 
··Scott ·s Stamlard Postage Stamp Catalogue.'' 

Mr. Gebauer first spoke upon his material in the frames; then he followed 
\1·ith a showing of a portion of it on colored slides. At the conclusion he stood 
for a lengthy question and answer period, which certainly put his knowledge 
to an acid test. Now follows the lecture part: 

" The air post stamps of Colombia arc doubtless among the most interesting 
in the entire field of philately; the first issues of 1920 to 1923 belong to the 
air mail classics. As a citizen and a long-time resident in Colombia, I was 
fortunate to get to know personal!:· some of the founders and first pilots of 
both aviation compan ies. 

"Colombia \\·as one of the first countries in the \1·orld to establish an air 
mail sen ice. The first air mail stamp of Colombia \\·as issued in 1919 on the 
occasion of a suney flight by the American pioneer pilot, Knox Martin, from 
Barranquilla to Puerto Colombia on June 18, 1919 (see Scott Cl , also C347 to 
C350 ). 

'·'!'he issuance and need for air mail stamps in Colombia, until recent 
.1·can;, \\'a<; due solely to the postal needs. Except for the first air mail issues, 
all ot hers lip to 1959 were stamps issued and sold to the public to pay only 
the air mail fee. Until this year, 1965, besides the extra air mail fee, regular 
Colom bi an postal charges for ordinary mail in addition had to be paid. All 
a ir mail, therefore, from 1920 to 1959 had two types of stamps, one for air mail 
and a second one for ordinary postage. 

"Until 1932, a registered air mail letter had to have four different stamps. 
One aclhrsi \'C m1s required for the ordinary postage, a second for registration, 
a th ird for the air mail fee and the fourth one for air mail registration. The 
latter ar c listed in 'The Scott Catalogue' as Airpost Registration stamps, under 
codr number CF. 

''Two air transport companies commenced flying mail almost simultaniously. 
'!'h e fil'St \1·as The Compania Colombiana de Ncivegacion Aerea founded Septem­
br1· 28, J 919 in Medellin by Colombian businessmen. This company is some­
times erroneous ly ca ll ed ' The French Compan.v,' only because it used French 
planes and French personnel. It started operations with French-made Farman 
planes on February 22, 1920 with flights between the coastal towns of Cartagena 
and Barranquilla. 

"Shortly after this, another company was founded, The Sociedad Colombo 
Alemana De Tran sportes A ereos, better known as SCADTA. The concession to 
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carry air mail was to be given to the firm, who would first arrive in Bogota, 
the capital, and be able to maintain a regular service. 

"The Compania Colombiana de Navegasion Aerea was not very fortunate. 
As its first pilot, Mr. Rene Bazin, later wrote me in a letter, its planes were not 
fit to operate in the tropics. The first flight to the interior, with Bogota its 
destination, ended abruptly near Puerto Berrio on December 1, 1920. After a 
final attempt in April, 1922 on a flight from Barranquilla to Medellin, the 
company was liquidated. 

"T\\·o issues of stamps of The Cmnpania Colombiana de N avegacion Aerea 
arc known . The first one is the multi-colored of which only 100 of each of 
nine ~rn]ues were printed from advertising labels of Curtiss Aviation Co., (Scott 
C2-10). 

''The second was a one-color issue of which three basic designs exist with 
two different prin tings, (Scott C12-16), and some surcharges, (Scott C17-24) . 
These stamps all are Yery scarce on cover. The illustration on page 45 shows a 
conr flown on :March 7, 1920 - cancelled March 6th - from Cartagena to Bar­
ranqu illa. lt is the only cover known with double postage rate. Two 10 cts. 
air rnail stam ps, plus 6 cts. ordinary Colombian postage was required to pay 
thr postage fo 1· a letter weighing oYer 20 grams. 

" SCADTA started oprrating with a flight from Barranquilla to Girardot, 
<1 11 important port on the Magdalena River, linked by railroad with the capital, 
Bogota. Reguar service was started in mid-September 1921. 

" The SCADTA Company also issued its own air mail fee stamps. The 
first \\·ere printed in Barranquilla, the later issues in Germany (Scott C25 to 
C82). SCADTA used the all-metal Junkers planes which were better fit for 
service in the tropics than the Farman planes. Just before the first issue 
pri nted in Germany (Scott 025-35) arriYed, the SCADTA Company had to 
issue t ,,.o provisional stamps for the air mail fee due to a shortage of the 10 and 
30 cts. These ' '"ere used only for a few days in October and November 1921. 

" \Vhilc it had been possible to use the air mail service in Colombia for 
both foreign and domestic mail , thus shortening the delivery of a letter by at 
least one week (sometimes several weeks when the Magdalena River was dry), 
it was not poss ible to secure air transportation for mail coming from abroad. 
It " ·as, therefore, arranged that mail coming from outside Colombia should 
also prnfi t from th is rapid means of communication. In order to facilitate air 
111 ail tram;pol'tat ion from foreign countries, SCADTA opened several agencies 
abroad . 'l'hcir 111 ethoc1 of operation was, at first, somewhat complicated . 

.. 111 t he lwg-inni11g-, the sender had to use two envelopes; an outside one 
\r;1s ;1 dd 1·1'ssed to t lw SC'ADT A office in Barranquilla. Inside, the sender put 
th r c·o,·er to lw fwnt to his correspondent in Colombia bearing SCA DTA stamps. 

''The fit·st agent in New York City was Gonzalo Mejia. In order to dis­
tin guish t lw stamps he sold, hr signrd the 30 and 50 cts. stamps 'GMejia.' 

' ' 'l'hc fil'8t C011sular Surcha.ryes owe their name to the fact that the Colom­
hi <1 11 Co nsul ates sold the air rnail stamps in fore ign countries where SCAD'l'A 
haJ 110 agt> nc_,._ To peernnt the stamps from being used for currency specula­
t ion and for hookkreping purposes, the SCADTA overprinted its stamps with 
the in itia ls of those countries, which had important commercial dealings with 
Colombia. The first issues were handstamped overprints. 

"In 1923 the SCADTA stamps were machine overprinted in Berlin , Ger­
many with the initials of: thirteen different countries. These Consular Over­
prints all are l isted in ' The Sanabria Air Post Catalogue.' Due to a shortage 
of 15 and 30 cts. denominations in New York, these two exist also with the so­
callcd New York overprint, which is slightly different from the normal 'E.U.' 
initials. 
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The second printing of the 1920 Compania Colombiana de Navegacion Aerea issue (Sanabria Nos . 
16 and I 6A) was done in sheets of 68. There are three different designs. This shows the lower por­
tion of a full sheet to illustrate how it was printed. 

''After negotiations, the postal authorities in the United States permitted 
the use of SCADTA stamps together with U.S. stamps. About the same time 
(from 1923 on), the postal administrations of other countries followed suit. 
These Consular overprints were sold in Colombian currency, gold pesos, which 
was practically the equivalent of U.S. dollars. 

"In Ecuador, where the SCADTA started service in 1928, special stamps 
with the inscription "Ecuador" were issued in Ecuadorian currency. 

" In 1929 the Consular Overprints were replaced by a general issue (Scott 
C68-79 ). The value on each stamp was expressed in U.S. gold dollars and 
Colombian ' pesos oro americano.' Soon afterwards, SCADTA made arrange­
ments with most of the postal authorities of the other twelve foreign countries, 
whe1·e before Consular 0Yerprints were used, to prepay the fee for air trans­
portation in Colombia ,,·ith the latter 's stamps. 

" In 1932 the Colombian government declared all air mail services a state 
monopoly. The SCADTA remained the sol e functionary of the monopoly; their 
air mail organization remained unchanged. The stamps from 1932 on were 
kept in bond by the ADELCA (Administration of Air Mail in Colombia). The 
1929 issue of the SCADTA (Scott C55-67 ) was ov<:'rprinted 'CORREO AEREO' 
(Scott C83-96). 

"After the outbreak of World \Var II, SCADTA was taken over by The 
A ,·ianca Company. ·Por a short time, from 1950 to 1952, both Avianca and 
another company, Lansa, carried mail and the current issues were overprinted 
' A ' (Sco1t C186-198 ) and 'L' (Scott C175-186). From 1959 on, following an 
agreement between the Go,·crnment and A vianca, for air mail only, one type of 
stamp is now mwd in Colombia. It carries the inscription 'Aereo. ' '' 

Meeting of November 17, 1965 

Africa - Members' Participation 

Eight members exhibited and spoke briefly on the material they placed in 
the frames in the following order: 

Nyasaland, Rhodesia arid Nyasaland Federation, Malawi - Emanuel Reggel. 
Morocco Used Abroad - Dr. Irwin I. Yarry. 
Egypt, 20th Century - Paul P. Lindenberg. 
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Liberia, F irst Air Mail I ssue. Discovery of the Error (Scott C3m, Sanabria 
No. 1) - H enry M. Goodkind. 
S port stamps cmd Covers from African Countries and Colonies - Ira 
Seebncher. 
'' M elilla'' - 'l'heodore Van Dam. 
Ghana, New Currency Overprinted S heet with Faulty Printing - H enry 
Kraemer. 
B ritish Offices in Africa - )!rs. Rae D . Ehrenberg. 

The following have qualified for membership in The Collectors Club and have 
been duly elected by the Board of Governors: 

G105 Ho~·den H. Lounsbrr~-, Ithaca , N. Y. Collects "Cnited States 19th Century. 
5106 ·William H. B auer, H ouston, Tex. Collects Germany, J apan, Middle East, 

British Oceania. 
;)107 Prtrr K Zaharis, Ithaca, N. Y. Collects United States. 
;)108 Jose A. Ferrer-Monge, Mayaguez. P.R. Coll ects Cuba. 
Gl0 9 En·in J . F elix, Racine, ·wisc. Collects J apanese Occupation Netherlands 

E ast Indies. 
:)110 Ralp h Gibbs Poriss, Phoenix, Ariz. Collects United States 19th Century. 
Glll Gemgr K Lenci, Jr., l\LD. , Roseburg, Ore. Collects Egypt. 
GJ1 2 Genr \\T. Frampton, Seattle, \Vash. Collects Canada, British North 

Am erica, Postal History. 
;) 11 3 Geo1·ge C. Rose, Anaheim , Calif. Collects Philatelic Literature, CoYers, 

Old P icture P ost Cards. 
Collectors Club Philatelist e e e 
THESE BACK ISSUES are available at the following prices: 

" Vol . 3 
*V o l. 4 
*Vol . 5 
" Vol. 7 
*Vol . 8 
*Vol . 9 
*Vol . 10 
*Vol. 11 
*V o l. 12 
*Vol. 13 
'' Vol. 14 
*Vol . 15 
*Vol . 16 
*Vol . 17 
*Vol. 18 
*Vol . 19 

(1924) 
(1925) 
(1 926 ) 
(1928) 
(1929) 
(1930) 
(1931) 
(1932) 
(1933) 
(1934) 
(1935) 
(1936) 
(1937) 
( 1938) 
(1939) 
(1940) 

•On ly a few copies 

From 1926 to 1940 $3.00 per copy 
From 1941 to 1960 2 .00 pe r copy 

Oct. 
Apr., July 
Oct. 
All issues 
Oct. 
All issues 
All issues 
Apr., July, Oct . 
Jan ., July, Oct . 
All issues 
J an., Apr . 
All issues 
All issues 
All issues 
All Issues 
Apr ., July, Oct . 

Vol. 20 (1941) All issues 
Vol. 21 (1942) All issues 
Vol. 22 (1943) Jan., Apr., Oct. 
Vol. 23 (1944) All issues 
Vol . 24 (1945) All issues 
Vol. 25 (1946) All issues 
Vol . 26 (1947) All issues 
Vol. 27 (1 948) All issues 
Vol . 28 (1949) J an., Apr., July 

**Vol. 29 to 31 (19'50 -52) All 6 issues 
Vol. 32 (1953) All but Jan. 
Vols . 33 to 44 (1954 to 1965) All 6 

Issues. 

••starting in 1950. no longer a quar­
terly magazine but 6 issu es a year. 

--- THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35th Street, New York, N. Y. 10016 
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January 5th 

January 12th 

January 19th 

February 2nd 

February 16th 

March 2nd 

March 16th 

April 6th 

April 20th 

May 4th 

May 18th 

June 8th 

September 21st 

October 5th 

October 19th 

November 2nd 

November 16th 

December 7th 

December 21st 

1966 PROGRAM OF MEETINGS 

Meetings convene at 8 p. m. 

l'rofessionals' night 

ANNUAL MEETING 

Russian offices abroad - Kurt Adler, New York Cit~·, 
N. Y. 

Routes of postal commw1ication between New York , 
California und Hawaii , 1820-69 - John David Bukt>r, 
Indian apolis, lridiww 

Ha waii from early .• tnmpless cover.• and "M ission­
arie.•" throu gh th e "Num erals" and luter i.,sties -
Harold E. f, p1•itt , Paci fi c Palisades, California 

Poland - Th P Cracow is.rnPs - Myron E. StPc:;ynski, 
Chicago, 11/inoi.< 

Colombia - Th" 1868 issue- John N. Myer, New 
Ya rk City, N. L 

- Canal Zone - Norman S. Hubbard , Oceanside, New 
York 

- ANNUAL COMl'ETITION 

- Original research 011 plat.e 1 of the 5 cents United 
States stamps of 1856-61 and observat.ions about other 
stamps of th e related 1851-61 period - Earl Oakley, 
Los Angeles, California 

- l'hilippines and Wenden - John R . Boker, Jr ., Scars­
dal e, New York 
THIS MEETING IS IN TRIBUTE TO "SIPE X." 

- Aero I'hilatelists 
THIS MEETING IS IN TRIBUTE TO "AEROPEX." 

Summer Recess 

- Czechoslornkia PhilatPlic Society, New York Branch 

lriform al roundtable 
United Sta /PS, British Colo11ies, F:uropP 

Cam erowi - T he British pPriod - KP1tr1Plh Rob erts, 
Nnv York City, N . }', 

Re.warch night 

Boli1•ia - AlPx R Pndon, New York City, N. Y. 

- Philatelic odditi1•s of th e world - Ira Seebach1•r, Ros­
l yn , N eu: York 

- BOARD OF GOVERNORS OPEN HOUSE 
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Bool~ Reviews 
7!11 ited S tates . J'he 5c B eacon Air Mail Stamp of 1928 by H enry l\I. Goodkind. 
fi2 pages, 90 illltstra tions. Coll f'ctors Club H andbook Numbc1· 19, published 
nnder t hf' anspiC'f'S of thf' Theodore K Steimrn ~· l\frmorial Publication Fund 
(1965). The Coll ector·s Clnb, 22 E ast 3!lth Rtr f'et, ~e"· York, N. Y. 10016. 
Pri ce $2.00. 

'fh is is an interestin g exposi t ion into the history, manufacture and use of 
nn incxpensirn air mail stamp. It illustra tes the prin cip le that a common stamp 
enn mr1·it the ntt f' ntion of serious phil atelic im·est igation and that mu ch profi t 
ran he gained from it . The fact that this was a two color stamp done with 
tlw old prin t ing meth otl - a two separate flat-bed operation - served to im·ite 
f' nd lcss n1riations in its manufacture. A perfrrt examplf' of th is stnmp is 
difficult to fin d. 

l\Ir. Goodkind f' numerated the plates used . Also he tahul atrs the cngravf'r s, 
sid erogrpal1C'rs ;1nd platemaker s engaged in its production . 

OE parti cul ar interest is the section on plates and thf' ir rnrictif's. Illus­
tratf'd :1r f' worn pl ates, r ecuts, scratches and the amazing " Blue Moon,'' "Open 
Door ," mid " \Vorn Tm\·('1' " Yari r tiPs. Pl n te ft a \\·s produef'd comic ' ·pl ane drop­
ping a homb," one in blue, the other in red. Nothin g is missed; there is a 
pla nr ' ' shootin g a rocket," a plate Yariety. 

P oor r egistrat ion an d shifts gi,·c us th e pla ne ft~· ing in all imaginabl e direc­
t ions. Poor ef'ntering in this sta mp reminds ns of thf' late Stephm r.. Rich, 
" ·ho had a eolkct ion of ha tll~· centered stamps. H e woul d have prized the 
Braron a ir' mail for this. They are awful. 

The thoroughnf'ss of Mr. Good kind 's l'f'Sf'arch is illustrated b~· mf'n t ioning 
th e f' xtent of h is inquir if's . Proofs, essa:-s and a " ·idc Yariet.' · of co,·ers ar e 
shown together with those illustrat ing multiple rates, special :flights, a nd use 
wi th foreign stamps. A comprehensiYe chapter on ca nef'll ations and precancels 
is most illuminating. 

l\fr. Good kin d sta tes: " Th ere was one primary obj ect in writ ing this 
article. It was to demonstrate wh at could be done wi th a specinlizccl collection 
of a sin gle stamp, and a relatively common one, at that. " 

' · Tt is bf' lieYed, howeYer, that all of the more impor tan t aspects of this one 
air ma il stamp ha ,.e been coYered." 

W C' ag1w " ·ith this statf'ment . (Albert Philip Cohen) 

" 1'he Congress B ook 1965." D av i<l C. Stump, edi tor. Amel'ica n Philatelic 
Uongress, publisher . l 98 pp., illustr ated and clothbound. A Ya ilabl c from the 
Recretary, Rober t B. Brandeberr,v, !'i8 "\V. , alisbur~· Dr iYf', "\Yilm in gton, Dela­
warf', 19809. P r ice $5.00. 

This editi on of 'L'he Co 11 g ress B ook li,·f's up to th f' fin e rf'pu tation f's tablished 
by its predecessors in presen ting a " ·ide array of subjects coYerin g ma ny aspects 
of phil atel~-. The high!~· informati,·e and profusf' I ~· illustrated a r· t icles are 
well worthy of attent ion . 

In the fore ign fi eld, two articles on .Japanese philately pr esf'n t detailed 
studies for the enthusiast in that area. I n " J apan's Last Etched Stamp -
Oenuine and F orged," Dr. Varro E . Tyler , J r. presen ts both a new thesis as to 
the t rue nature of the design of this issue, and establishes useful guidelines 
for the detection of forgeries. Dr. Lynn R. Brady in '' J apanese Postmarks 
Used in Korea'· giYes a helpful listing of the known types of postmarks used 
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by the Japanese post offices in that nation . 
"Ghana Highlights" by Euna lVL De Hart and Alfrrcl Hatta includes a 

cl iscussion of three phases of that country's philately - cancell ations of the 
transition prriod, aerograrnmes and their watermarks, and soldirrs mail from the 
Congo. In th e South American fi eld, through the aid of his p 1·ofession, photo­
graph,\" ·warren C. Sten•ns prrsents an excellent study of p lating the " Barrios 
Tssue of' Guatemala - 1886. " " Facts and Evaluations of C:e1·man 's ' Vineta'" 
h.'· 1"1·r<l R. \Yol fc conta ins intrresting ba ckground material pertaining to the 
dnbions r ir<'nrnstances surrounding the issuance of this famous bisect. The 
anthor conclrnles that this stamp is perhaps somewhat overratrd, and further 
sng-gests 111a.t it is not properly classified in the Yarious catalogs. 

Of general interest is '· Philatelic Measurements " by Carl H. Werenskiolcl. 
In this article the author gives clear and not too oYrrly technical advice in 
reference to the pitfalls, and how to avoid them, of taking mrasnrem ents of 
stmnp drsigns . 

.As in thr past, the majority of articles in The Congress Hook <lral with 
some plrnse of United Statrs philately. Particular],\· imprPssi,·r to this rev iewer 
is the " ·ell-documented presentation on " The Forwarding of Ordinary Mail" 
b.'· Josrphin e P. Stu ltz. The author here clarifies the complex postal rate 
stn1cturrs of the nineteenth century with particular reference to the proper 
r;1trs that were to be collected when one or more forwarding charges were 
included . On reading this article, one gets the imprrssion that some of the 
postmasters of the last century could well have brnrfited from the author 's 
knmdedge of this subject. 

Of a pnrel,\· historical nature, most interpsting is John 0. Th eobald 's stud,\-, 
"~ome Historical otrs on W ells Fargo & Company in Arizona." The th esis 
that migration is best encouraged by the establishment of communication and 
ti·ansportation routes is wrll exemplified here. History and postal history so 
of'trn are closely bound together. Two other fine historical studies have as their 
subjects mrn of distinction in the history of the dewlopment of the postal 
system - ·'William Giles Goddard - Early Organizer of the U.S. Postal Sys­
trm " hy Ah-in H. Kantor and " Postmaster General Blair's 1862 Letter" by 
Norton D. York. Interesting conclusions are dra"·n in each article as to the 
nature and extent o:E the contributions of these men in the sphere of postal 
reform. 

Other informatin presentations in the United States fi eld include: " Mail 
Between the U.S. A. and Coahuila y Tejas " b~r Alex fr ter Braake, a discussion 
of the routing of letters sent between the United Statrs and Texas in the days 
hefore that state becamp an independent republic; "Chicago 's Century of Pro­
grrss Exposition and Philatrly," in which Joseph T,, Eisendrath recalls the 
1933-193-t- l<'air, an e\'e11t which has never before or si nee been surpasserl in th e 
numbrr of philatelie events scheduled; " The Rarest Un itrd States Stamps" by 
Rrar Admiral vV. V. Cornhs, a discussion of the Special Printings of 187!i of 
thr Nrwspaper and P eriodienl Stamps; "Last Pack l\fail Remaining in the 
United States," in which James M. Chemi describes the mail route into Supai, 
an Indian settlement in the depths of the Grand Canyon in Arizona; and 
' ·Unique Marginal Markings on the U.S. Offset Printing Issue - 1918-1920 " 
by Dr. Da,·id M. Benn ett, a tabulation of the known plate number and alpha­
betical markings found in the margins of this issue. 

Th e final and longest article of The Congress Book is "A Brief History of 
the Civil vVar in Covers and Stamps" by Dr. Robert h D. Davidson. This 
presentation, evolved from the illustrated talk given by Dr. Davidson, President 
of the Congress, at JAPEX in 1964, represents a truly magnificent display of 
philatPlic material gathered fr0m many members of the Congress. In over 
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seyenty illustrations, the prize possessions, including many exceedingly scarce 
items, of the members are shown. This excellent array of material is well 
"·orthy of attention. 

The CiYil War history is indeed a fitting conclusion to this book. The 
articles are, in general, of the highest caliber, and the unusually excellent biblio­
graphics that accornpan.'· them demonstrate the depth to which the writers have 
clelYecl in undertaking their nrious studies. (William JI. Miller, Jr.) 

F'ow· Hundred Years of A11glo-Dutch Mail, by W . G. Stitt Dibden. 24 pages. 
Illustn1ted. Pnpcr coyer, published by the Postal Histor.'· Society. Reprinted 
from Bulletins #136, 137, 138 (1965). Price 20 / , 10 Gulden ($2.80 ) . 

This booklet was presented to all members of the Post<l l History Society 
as a souYenir of the society's twenty-first annual conference, held in The Hague, 
Nethcrfancls from September 15 to 21, 1965. This was the second time that 
the Postal History Society held its convention outside Great Britain. The other 
\rns in Pai·is, France in 1961. 

It contains much information about the history of Anglo-Dutch mail, espe­
cially in the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries. It shows that extensiw research 
\ms done in the archives and libraries. Also it mentions the long negotiations 
beh,·een thr postrnasten; of both countries and their reasons for fixing or chang­
ing postal routes. The English Post Office was always negotiating as a unit. 
On the other hand , the Dutch postmasters clid not haYe proprr delegated author­
ity, because they \1·rre usually appointed just by one cit.'' , \\·ith no support from 
or control of the entire country. In many cases, therefore, routes had to be 
s11sprnded on account of a lack of financing. 

It is c: pity that so many names of Dutch towns ha,·e been misspelled; one 
of the Dutch membrrs of the Postal History Societ.v could haYe easil.'' corrected 
thrsr errors before the printing of this booklet. Also, in the interest of the 
postal historian , a small map should have been included, showing the location 
of the English , Dutch and Belgian ports named, as well as the different sea 
routes. 

The rates through the centuries are described in detail. These, at first, 
were expensive in the early years (1626 ), but became reasonable in 1657 when 
the rate \YaS officially fixed at 8 pence. This remained for about the n ext t\rn 
hundred vears. 

The ~xpenses for mail found itemized on pages 13 and 14 are not at all 
clrar. Also this listing is confusing because the Dutch account is specified in 
Bl'itish currency, not in the (lrcirnal Guilder ("f" for florin-guilder ) of Holland, 
as it should br. 

lTnfortunatf'l.'' , there are only a few illustrations of postal markings. Col­
lectors in man~' countries should certain!.'' ha Ye welcomed a greatrr variety of 
illnstratrt1 post a 1 markings. 

The loss of the "H.M.S. Lutinc " in 1799 is drseribcd in full. But this is 
snrel.'· of no use to the postal historian since no sah·aged mail is known. The 
0111~- loss \\·;1s gold. Not one word, hmYCYer, is mentioned about the shipwreck 
of the Han,·ich Stramf'l' " Berlin , . on Februan· 21, 1907 at the pier off Hock 
Yan, Holland. Out of th r 144 passrngers and crew, only Hi persons wcrr saw<l 
and tl small amount of mail was sahagecl. Three llifferent typrs of ruhber­
starnps wrrr applied to the salvaged mail, but on]~r a frw covers with such 
markings arr known. 

For posta 1 historians and particularly for collectors of A nglo-Dntch mail, 
this bookl et is wry interesting, esprcially brcansr it is written in "English. 
(Harry 8. H eymans) 
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'l'he Natio11al Aerunautical Collections. Tenth Edition, 1965 by P aul E. Garber. 
152 pages. Profusdy illustrated "·ith 16-page Index. P aper cover. Published 
b.'· The Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. Price $2.00. 

This is a fine, detailed description of our National Air Museum in The 
S111ithsonia11 Institution. Its author is the museum's Head Curator and His­
torinn. 

Artr1· a short fo1·r,,·ord about the history of the museum, this book com­
rnene('s \\'ith brief refcrrnccs to man's first attempt to fly back in ancient times. 
It proereds " ·ith a good digest of the history of aeronautics and aecompaniecl by 
many illnstrntions of Hying machinrs, their im·entors and pilots. The illustra­
tions a 1'(' the best part of this book. 

r\ s an aero-philatdist of many yea1·s, this reYie\\·er has i·eacl a number of 
hooks on arl'Onanties to gain a good historical background about the air post 
sta 111 ps Jw collrcts. This 1965 hook is not as comprehensive nor as detailed as 
so1n(' of the othrn;, ~e,·cl'thelcss, e,·en with its shorter passagrs, it is still com­
j)I'l'IH'nsi\·c and accurate. 

~\ !so , Olll' 111ust r eal ize that since this is the histor.r of our N;1tio11al Air 
,\fusen111, most of tlw text is dcrntcd to American aviation \\·ith fe ,,·er or some­
ti llll'S no J·efe1·011c-es to fol'rig-11 ach ie,·rments. Fo1· instance, in describing T . C. 
!10\rC ·s militm·.'· balloon ohsl'l'\·ations during the CiYil War, no mention is made 
of tlw p1·l'srner of a .'·om1g- <Il'l'Onaut sent here b.'- Prussia to stud.'- LO\Ye 's bal­
loon flights. This \nlS Count Ferdinand Yon Zeppelin, "·ho later built and :fiew 
his ail'ships hasr<l upon nrn eh hr lrnd srrn and lrarnrcl in thr United States. 

This omission is mHlel'st;rn1li1hl r, lweansc in our National Air l\[uscum, one 
looks fo1· somr rnr11101·abili;1 [l'om Prnfrsso1· T. C. Lo\\·c, \\·hich wcrr well cles­
crihrd . But Z0pp0lin ·s l'clics logi call.'· should be in a Clerman museum and, 
1·hrl'el'on', outsillc of thr seopc of this hook. Th cl'r arc, 110\rewr, man.'- factual, 
iilthough short, refrrrnces to <1 mnnhr1· of forrign arronauts and th0ir machin es 
such as the Brazilian, Santos-Dumont ; the German, Otto T..iili enthal and the 
Fl'l' neh, l3leriot. 

Thc1·(' is one inconsequential slip in this book. This reYic\\·er noticed it, 
lH•c•;1llsP fol' .''C'<n·s he hns puzzled O\'CL" the conrct spelling of air mail. H e has 
Sl'l'll it sprlt as OJH' \\·ord (airmail) , h.'·phrnate<l (air-mail) , or as two words 
(air 111ai/). onr 1w0forrner, bcem1s<' this is thr spelling on our stamps. On page 
:J-J., onr finds both .. air mail .. and " air-mail." This is not thr first time that 
th is i n«onsist011c.'- ,,·as ohsrn·ed ; "The Ne\\' Yol'k Ti 111rs" ;1 rnl " T1ifr " magazine 
did 1 hl' S<Illl(' a l'e\\' .''C'Hl'S ago. 

'!'his hook is l'l'eo111111P1Hled to ;1n.'· eollcctor intcl'rstcd in ac1·0-philately fo1· 
l11•!pl'11l his1ol'i«ill hac-kg-l'onnd nwt<'rial. 'l'lw Jrnrnl 1·rds of" illustl'ations alone 
111nkt• I his ii hook \\'Cll \\·orth lrn,·ing. lt ~s <Ill rxet'llrnt suhstihtfr for a visit 
to tl1e 111usen111 in \Yashington, D.C. F1·om personal ex prI'irnC(', this i·c,·iewer 
sppn1 a half-da.'· thcrr ii fc ,,. :·cars ago; after nading this book, hr realizes how 
11111«'1he111issed. 1t is hopr<l to make another visit to thr National J\ir lHnscum 
soon alonµ: with this hook ns a hirnd.'· gnillc. ( IT. 111. G.) 

:\colt's 1.966 l' .8. 8}Jecializul C((/afur;1w. 8cott Publications, -1-61 Eighth Ave., 
;\1;'11· ' ' 01·k , N. Y. 10001 . fi7fi Paµ:cs, illustmtetl. Price $5.00. 

'l'hr -J.-Hh (•dition of this stilndilnl \\·orldist of L'nited 8tatrs stamps carries 
11 t'l'l·ol'd 17, 168 iwi cc elm ngt's. Th ese are seen most i·eaclily in the Postmaster's 
P1·0,·isionn Is, ll llUSC'<l 19th crntur:r issues, commemoratives up to 1932, plate 
numlwl' hloeks and str-ips, first da.'· conr·s up to 1924- especiall .' · air mails, on-
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cover stamps and cancellations. 
Besides the price increases, Scott's new U.S. Specialized has added 53 

major-number listings of older stamps, 97 minor-number listings, and new illus­
trations of 39 Match and Medicine stamps. 

This is the top reference book for all coll ectors of United States stamps. 

Sanabria, 1966, The World Airmail Caialogne. Nicolas Sanabria Co., Inc., 
Ridgefield, Conn., 06877. Price $15.00. 

This is the most informative air mail catalogue in the world. It has been 
completely reYised and updated. Illustrations are given of all face different 
stamps. Som·enir sheets are illustrated and priced. Stamps on covers are listed 
and priced. Quantities of stamps issued arc given when known. Proofs, essays 
and specimens are listed, not as a separate group at the encl of the catalogue, 
but under each country. These facts speak for themselves; be informed, lmow 
~-our air mail starn rs with Sanabria as :vour guide. 

1965-.19661-'hilafelir ~ocie ties Year Book. 172 pp. (4%,x71,4 ") . Index. Paper 
<~oYer. Pnblishecl hy The British Philatelic Association, 446 Strand , T,ondon , 
W.C.2, England. P1·ice 2/ 6 ($.35) postage paid. 

This booklet is exclusively about organized philately in Great Britain. 
l\fan.'· American philatelists, howeYer, are interested in what is being clone in 
Britsh stamp circles. For this reason, much information is available in this 
hand,,- guidebook and directory. For instance. there is a lengthy list of the 
British philatelic societies and study circles. American stamp collectors should 
know about thesr bf'cause there may be a group devoted to 01ie 's specialty. This 
may not be known over here. 

Many British professional philatelists are members of the British Philatelic 
Association. A six-page directory of the British dealers and auctioneers may 
proH helpful, brcause mention is made of each professional 's specialty. There 
is more useful information in this booklet. 

Harris Ccdaloguc oj' Sfomps of United Stat es and Possessions, United Nations, 
l/lld R ritish Nort h Am.erica, First 1966 Edition. Published by H. E. Harris 
and Co .. Roston , ~la · s .. 02117. lflO pages, paprrbon nd . An1ilable -from the 
rublisher. 75 Cents, postpaid. 

The first 1966 edition of the Harris Catalogue reflects accurately the current 
market conditions. This f'dition contains more than 3,200 price changes, plus 
ahout 2.000 illustrations of the stamps of the United States and Possessions, 
l'11ite<l Nations and British North America. 

The Harris Catalogue has become a reliable pricelist and reference guide 
for stamp collectors. 

Cafologuc Muller 1966. 296 pages, illustrated. Urs P. Kaufmann, :i·uarken-
1\[ullrr AU, Aeschr1worstadt 21, Basel, Switzerland. Priee SwFrs 4-.80 ($1.25 ) 

'l'h is catalogun is cunfinl'J entirely to Switzerlaml and Liechtenstein . The 
11ew 1966 edit iu11 is entirely i·eana11ged and considerably enlarged. Important 
a<lclitiu11s wen• i·emlereJ possible by the use of a new type face. The prices 
54 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATEL IST, VOL . . 1.;, No . 1 
for mint and used singles, blocks of four, as well as first day covers are now 
clearly arranged on the same page. 

The customary detailed description of each issue has been enriched by the 
addition of the designer 's, engraver's and printer's names for each stamp. 

The price trend continues strong with marked increases in some of the 
twentieth century souvenir sheets and special issues. For the first time in its 
35-year history not a single price r eduction was made necessary. 

The Library Conunitte reports the acquisition of the following: 

Schweizerischer Luftpost-Katalog. Edited and published by Schweiz Aero­
Philatelistenver ein, Zurich, Switzerland. 225 pages. Illustrated. German 
text. Ring binder. Paper cover. Gift of Aero Philatelists, Inc. 

1'he Ncitional A eronautical Collections, Smithsonian Institution , National Air 
Museum. Tenth Edition 1965. Edited by Paul E. Garber. Published by 
The Smithsonian Institution, ·w ashington, D.C. 168 pages. Illustrated. 
Paperbound. Gift of Aero Philatelists, Inc. 

1966 Supplement to the Masden Israel Catalogue. Edited by ·E. Mosden. Pub­
lished by the Middle East Stamp Co., Inc. , New York, N. Y . 100 pages. 
Illustrated. Paperbound. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Philatelic Societies' Y ear Book 1965-1966. Published b:v the British Philatelic 
Association, London , England. 171 pages. Paperbound. Courtesy of the 
publisher. 

Die Briefmarken von S erbien by Ing. Vladimir Fleck. H eft 23 der Schriften­
reihe Neues Handbuch der Briefmarkenkunde, Frankfurt am Main. 1965 
31 pages. Illustrated. German text. Paperbound. Courtesy of the pub­
lisher. 

Jugoslawien (II). Heft 2-! der Schriftenreihc Neues Handbuch der Briefmark­
enkunde, Frankfurt am Main. 1965, 30 pages. Illustrated. German text. 
Paperbound. Courtesy of the publisher . 

.11 Postal History of the Sarnoan Islands, Chapters XII-XIV, by J ack Hughes. 
Pubhshed by Philatelic R€scarch Society, Oakland, California, 1965. Gift 
of the author. 

Postage Starnps Iss1led by the Vatiwn City State in Commemoration of the 
Fourth Centenary of the Opening of the Sacred Council of Trent (1545-
1945). Published by the Government Offices, The Vatican City State. 14 
pages. Illustratrd . Paperboun<'I. Gift of Mr. Nathaniel Litt. 

Speciale Catalogus 1966 vein de Postzegels van N ederland en Overzee~e Rijks­
delen . Nederlandsche Vereeniging van Postzegelhandelaren, 's-Gravenhage. 
511 pages. Illustrated . Dutch text. Hard cover. Gift of Mr. Johannes 
de Kruif. 

Topical Hrindbook .\To. 49 . Compiled by John Henry Richter. American Topi­
cal Association , l\Iilwaukee, Wisconsin. 1965. 38 pages. Paperbound. 
Courtesy of the publisher. 

John F. J(enn edy Stnmps of the World by Gerhard Czesany and Jack H. Green. 
American Topical Association, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 1965. 22 pages. 
Illustrated. Paperbound. Courtesy of the publisher. 

United States Stamps, U.S. Possessions, British North America. 1966 Edition. 
H. E. Harris & Co. , Boston Massachusetts. 153 pages. Illustrated. Pa­
perbound. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Thirty-fl'irst Aw erica,n Philatelic Congress Book, 1965. Edited by David C. 
Stum]J. Published by the American Philatelic Congress. 199 pages. Tll lm­
trated. Clothbound. Courtesy of the publisher. 
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The Postal .lf rn·kinr;s of Spain by Theo. Van Dam . Published by Fritz Billig, 
.T<tma ica, N. Y. 1965. 7-l pages. Illustrated . P aperbound . Courtesy of 
the publ isher. 

Postar;e Stamps and Postal S tation ery of the United Nations by Dr. Rudolf .A. 
Meta ll. Publ ished under the joint sponsorship of United Nations Philatelic 
Society, New York, and Club Ph ilatelique International de OeneYe. 248 
p;1ges. English and French text. P aperbound. Gift of 'Mrs. Rae D. 
l ~lll'en berg. 

f:Naudard Play Cancel B11 cyclopedia. Second Edition. 1965. Edited and pub­
lish e(I b_,. Frederi ck Langford , P asadena, Cali fornia. 80 p ages. Illus­
trated. Ring bind er. Paper coyer. Gift of the author. 

Afuhanista11, i ts 'L'll' e11tieth Century Postal I ssues b~· Frank E . P atterson, III. 
Handbook No. L published under the auspices of the Theodore E . Stein­
\r;1~· l\Iemorial Publication l<~und. 'l'he Collectors Club, New York, N. Y. 
208 pages. J I I ustrated. H ard cover. 

C11ited States. The 5c Beac011 Air Mail Stamp of 1928 by Hem·~· M. Goodkind. 
Ha ndbook ~o. 19 publishetl u nder the auspices of: the Th eodore E. Steinwa~­
l\fomol' ial Publication J<'uncl. Th e Collectors Club, New York, N. Y. 61 
pagc•s. Ill ustrated . Paperbound. 

Topical Dir;est Ao. 1. Second Edition. 1965. American Topical Association, 
l\!Iihrnukee, 'Wisconsin . ..J.7 pages. Illustr ated. P aperbound. Courtesy of 
the publ isher. 

Catalog1w of Postaqe S ta111)JS of .fa)Ja11 1966. Edited and published b~- All J apan 
Ph ilatelic F ederation , Osa ka, .Japan. 155 pages. Illustrated. J apanese 
text. Hard con•1-. Courtes~· of th e publisher. 

Doctor of .~fillions, Th e rise and fall of stamp king, Dr P aul Singer b~- Seamus 
Brad_,.. Publ ished b~· Amil Books, Tral ee, Ireland. 176 pages. Paper­
hournl . Courtesy of Stamp Coll ecting Ltd. , London , Bnglan<l . 

G ifts were received also from : 

Messrs. Robert Huggins, William Liberman, Philip SilYer, Sol \ \Thitman and 
Henr~r l\II. Goodkim1. 

Purchased by the Library: 

J ohn Lister Catalogite of Quee 11 Elizabeth II Postaue Stamps 1966. John Lister 
l1imited , London , J£nglaml. 212 pages. lllustrated. P aperbound. 

A r: nide to the Postaqe Stamps of the Hh oclesias ((; Nyasnland 1888-1963. Ed­
ited and published b_,. l\Iash onalaml Philate lic Society, Salisbury, Southern 
lth odesia. 1965. 1..J.9 pa ges. Illust rated . Ri ng· hinder. Hard coyer. 
PHILATELIC BOOKS 

For over 40 years, The Collectors Club has published numerous 
Handbooks relating to almost every field of philately. Some have been 
sold out long ago, now only being obtainable at an auction sale at 
prices far above their original selling price. 

See page 6 in this Number for the complete listing of books that 
a re currently available. 
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Barbados 1852-5 U ni ss ued 'slate' S. G. Sb a mint block of 20 in quite 
perfect condition : one of the rarest pieces of the imperfs of 
this colony and probably the largest block : S. G. cat $2660 as 
sing les $1860 

Canada 185 1 laid paper 6d slate violet a striking used strip of three 
with large margins, ex one point, very lightly caned. Very few 
strips known $840 

Cape of Good Hope 1861 'woodblock' 4d deep bright blue (S. G. $1860) 
lightly caned & with 3 good ma1·gins: as so of ten, thinned $180 

Ceylon 1857 6d purple- brown/ blued sheet margin copy f. u. $110 

Great Britain 1862 9d 'hairl in es' fine used: with BPA cert. Rare $450 

Luxemburg 1852 lOc grey-black superb unused: with RPS cert. $220 

Romania 1858 27p black/ rose unused and with large margins: Ex 
Count Cont ini 's collection and probably the finest obta inable 
copy of this great rarity $3900 

JOHN TAYLOR 
Wilmington House, 

High Street, East Grinstead, Sussex, England 
FINE STAMPS 

You will f ind 

that we have on 

hand at all t imes 

a comprehensive 

stock of top 

quality Un ited States, 

B ritisl'l America 

and Cape of Good 

H ope Triangles 

... enquiries invited 

phone 312-432-4139 
HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS 

Refrun ce: F'irst N a tional Bank of ChlC'ago 
SANABRIA 66 
Now Available 

A necessity for airmail collec­

tors and for all specialists who 

include airmails in their field 

of collecting. 

$15.00 

RIDGEFIELD, CONN. 06877 
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FACTS TO CONSIDER 

BEFORE YOU SELL 

The experience of years has given us knowledge of values, 

prices, and markets. Those who off er us collections for sale 

receive the benefit of this experience and knowledge m our 

advice, our appraisals, our offers, and our auctions. 

JOHN A. FOX 
110 West 42nd Street, New York, N. Y. 10036 
Artist Drawings! 
Vl/e are speciali zing m unique 

items-

Besides recent AIRMAIL & 
TOPICALS (Antarctica, Centen­
ary, E uropa, Olympic, Red Cross 
Rotary, Sport, etc.) we have now 
few older classics - Drawings -
Greece, " Hermes" by Albert Barre, 
France by Roty, Austria by Prof. 
Moser , Germany, e t c. 

If you are interes ted 111 adding 
an outstanding page to your col­
lection - please write us. 

S. SEREBRAKIAN, INC. 
P. 0 . Box 448 Monroe, N. Y. 10950 
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~ You can't collect . . . ~ 
§ .. . your favorite country (or group ~ 
§ of countries) really successfully un- E a less you include the covers, cancella- § 
§ tions and postal stationery which nat- ~ I rru:fi~7,;~~;:~;~~~~fu·'.~: __ I 

Raise your collection into Exhibi-
§ tion class, make it a really specialized § 
§ study ... and drop a line to us for ~ 

I ~~~~i:~l~tt~~~~::;g ~ 
= Sales are held every six weeks . . . !:! 

::ic ;;:;n.,~r .... ,~,, .,,. '""'~""• ._I 

Rigby Postal I Hist~r~~~~u:~ions ; 
~ Bournemouth ~ 
- England -
!llClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllC! 
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An Important Airpost Auction 

JANUARY 27th & 28th, 1966 

THE MAX L. SIMON COLLECTION OF UNUSED 

AIRPOST STAMPS OF THE w ORLD 

This magnificent collection is practically complete. ~====~====:::: 
It contains all but a few of the standard rarities as well as a strong 
range of errors and varieties. 

A profusely illustrated catalogue is in preparation and a copy should I be reserved now as the edition will be limited. E 

i IRWIN '"~EIMAN 
I 2 WEST 46th STREET • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036 

;::JllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllCllllllllllllltlllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllUllllC~• 
COVERS 

POSTAL STATIONERY 

Specialist Material 

• 
WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS? 

• 
new C:n'Jland Stamp Co. 

45-X Bromfield Street 

Boston 8, Massachusetts 
FINE STAMPS of the WORLD 
ON APPROVAL 

T o ser ious collector s of f i ne stamps we 
are able to offer a n approval serv ice 
second to none. Below we list some of 
the countries in which we are part icu­
lar ly st r ong at the moment, but we i n ­
vite enqui ri es fo r ALL COUNTRIES 
w i th i n the follow i ng l im i ts : Bri tain a nd 
Brit i sh Coloni a ls from 1840 up to Q . E. 
11 ; Other countries up to appr ox imately 
1914. 
In add it ion we ca n offer a f i ne range of 
Airm ai l st amps. 
Afghanistan Hungary 
Austria Italy 
Austr. Italy Italian Sts. 
Argentine Japan 
Belgium Luxembourg 
Brazil Mexico 
Bolivia Mongolia 
Chile Norway 
China Netherlands 
Denmark Peru 
Finland Poland 
France Portugal 
France u sed Portug. Col s. 

abroad Roumania 
French Cols. Russia 
Greece Spain 
Germany Sweden 
German Sts. T ibet 

T u rkey 
U.S.A. 
Uruguay 
Venezuela 
Great Britain 
Great Britain 

u sed abroad 
Br. Guiana 
Canada 
Ceylon 
Heligoland 
Hong Kong 
India 
New Zealand 
Palestine 
South Africa 

From m any of the above countri es we 
ca n offer cover s, proofs and other spe ­
c i alized mater ia l . References are essen ­
t ia l f r om those unknown to u s but we 
do pay our own postage char ges at all 
times. 

J . A. L. FRANKS LTD. 
180 FLEET STREET, LONDON , E.C.4 

ENGLAND 
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Are You Interested In 

19th CENTURY ISSUES 0 F 

U.S. A., BRITISH COMMONWEALTH and EUROPE?? 

If you are, I am sure I can be of assistance by sending - ON 
APPROVAL - some suitable stamps or covers. 

There is something available in most countries. But current stocks 
are largest in U.S. A., CANADA, NEWFOUNDLAND, AUSTRIA, 
DENMARK, GREECE, NETHERLANDS and other EUROPEAN COUN­
TRIES as well as BRITISH WEST INDIES and GREAT BRITAIN. 

Why not let me know of your interests, and allow me to prove 
that I can be of help. 

LEO BAR ESCH 
Manfield House 

376/ 9 Strand 
London WC 2, England 
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.,, ................................................................................. ... 
! + : .r 1 
I + 
1 + 
1 t i We are in the market ! 
i ; 
i ; 
f t I for classical + 

t ; I FR.ANCE, I 
T ICELAND, f 
l i T LUXEMBUR.G, T l SPAIN l
r T r FRED RICH ! T ! 
! 55 WEST 42nd STREET + 
f t T NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036 ! 
T ! 
T I 
~ i 
...... ... ... ......... ... ... ... .......... ...... ... ......... ... ......... ...... ...... .J 
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VATICAN CITY COVERS 
41-46 Juridical Cgr, on reg. 

letter .................. .............. P. O. R. 
47-54 Catholic Press .................. $95.00 
55-60 on reg. letter Arch. 

Cong. ····················· ··-··········· 60.00 
61-67 fl. to France Interreg. 

FDC ................. ......... ............ 14.00 
122-131, Ell-12 Basilicas FDC P . O. R. 
132-139 Holy Year FDC ............ 60 .0·0 
140-42 - Palatine Guard FDC 45.00 
143-44 - Dogma of Ass. FDC 40.00 
145-48 - Pope Plus X (Gold) 

FDC ..................................... 90.00 
149-53 - Calchedon FDC ........ 90.00 
155 - Roman States Cen-

tenary FDC ···-················· 20.00 
155A - Roman States Souv. 

sheets FDC .......... .............. 60.00 
158, 68, E13-14 Popes & Basil. 

FDC ....... .................. 25.00 
239-42 Brussels Fair FDC ........ 15.00 
242A Brussels Fair Souvenir 

sheet FDC ... ................. 22.50 
C9-15 2nd Airmail FDC ........ 35.00 

C16-17 T obias FDC .... .............. P .O. R . 
C18-19 UPU FDC .................... P. 0. R. 
C20-21 reglst. w. cachet FDC P . 0 . R. 
C22-23 Dome I FDC .................... 80.00 
C24 -32 Angels FDC ... 30.00 
C33-34 Dome II FDC ....... ... . 45.0'0 
C45-46 Auto. by designer FDC 45.00 

Prices subject t o change 
without notice. 

Penny Black Stamp Co. £ 
P.O. Box 57, Dumont, N. J. 07628 
S. L. BAYER, Prop. Est. 1912 

Member Collectors Club • ASDA 
PR.ICE LISTS FR.EE 

Collections, Sets, Specialties 

Proofs Cancellations, Rarities 

Mention your specialty 

FUTU RE AUCTIO 

in preparation 

FRITZ BILLIG 

168-39 HIGHLAND AVE. 

JAMAICA, N. Y. 11432 
The collector of 

GERMAN 
STATES 

may be in terested in th e fo ll owing prices 
w hi ch were rea li sed in our 0Nober sale s in 
Basie. throu gh the 

U :\' COMMON \1ARKETEERS 

Descriptio11 
Bremen 

l866-6i lO g. 

Oldenburg 
] 861 1/Jgr. 

\\- u rt embcri.\ 
186'.H-I 18k. 

Hanover 
] 853 3 pf. 

O ldenburg 

l 8S5 Y:i ,;gr . 
Part cover 

Scott Price 
110 . Cat. R ealisPd 

14 $275 .00 368.00 

IO 150.00 $552.00 

-10 60 .00 97.75 

Covers 

7 ·so.oo s19s.so 

·200.00 598.00 

MAY WE HELP YOU TO SELL? 

Consult 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
50 PALL MALL, 

LONDON, s. W. l. 
ENGLAND 

Jacqu es RobinPa1t 
5 Rue Drouot 
}Juris I X e 

France 

U rs Peter Kaufmann 
A esch en vorstadt 21 

Basie 
Swit:erla11 cl 

] . L. V a11 Dieten 
An11 a Paulownas tr. 58 

The Ha gue 
Holland 
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, . ... ... ... ... ... ....................................... .................. ................ '.I I I I I ....... ............................................ ..........._.t 
I I + GREAT BRITAIN I 

t I i PROOFS, ESSAYS, TRIAL PRINTS f 
! 1. 1837/ 40 Hogarclu .· and Coffin. Litho impr ess ions in b lack . ver- I 
T 1ni l ion and brown on surfaced 'vhite wove paper. Scarce. (3) $105.00 i 
T 2. S ie v ie r , Embossed essay insc ri bed "Penny/ Post" in pale I. 
T reel, dark blue and white printed on page fro m the London I. 
T & \\'eslmin ste r R e Yi ew $90.00 I. 
T :!. SieYier, si111ilar essay to a bove but in green. dark blue and 1 ·, i white. V e ry allracti\·e $105.00 

·I. \\' hiling, E ssays - complete s heet o n wove pape r incorpor-I ating 5 diffe re nt designs. Scarce and unus ual $165.0u I. 
1 5. \\' hiling, 1 embossed essay in blue together with 9 Beaufo r t f 
•.: House essays $75.00 T 

G. 1840 Th e Issu ed D ie for the lei. black , 1871 D ie Proof in black T f with corne r le ller squares bla nk. S carce $285.00 T 
T .. lei. blue black . Plate of 3 impress ions. each with one corne r f 
T ,·o icl - the first Trial on Small C rown wate r m a rked pape r . ! 
! Great Ra r ity $1350.00 I. 
T 8. lei . re el brown, complete pan e . Slate l l o f th e plate . with I. 
T huge 111argin a t l eft o n lhin wh i t e 'vove paper showing i 
! Prussiale of Potas h . ... $660.00 I. 
I 9. lei. "Hainbow" Colour Tr ia ls in r e el a nd black, each $52.50 I. 

T
' 10 . 18.Jl 2cl. P late Proof in b lu e fcom the Small Trial s h ee t w ith cor- 4

1 ne r le tte r s . fin e le ft hand marginal pai r . . $82.50 
T J l. 1851 E ssay s o f the Prin ce Consort in black. re el brown and brown. T f ·1<::ach $45 .00 I 
I 1 

J W. E. LEA (PHILATELISTS) LTD. i 
J NO. 1, ADELPHI, JOHN ADAM ST REET, f 
I STRAND, LONDON, w.c. 2, ENGLAND I 
f Teleph one: WHiteh all 1688/ 9 f 
i I ................................................................................................................................................................................ ' 
SPECIALIZING IN 

AUCTION SALES 

of choice 

UNITED ST ATES 

Stamps and Cover s 

Auction sales held regularly 

Catalogues on request 

Bruce G. Daniels 
7 Water Street Boston 9, Mass. 
62 
':"9 ... ... ... ....-. ...... ...... ............ ............ ......... ... ... ... ... ...... . 
T I 

T ! 
f ARE YOU RECEIVING OUR f 
T i f AUCTION CATALOGS??? I 
T i 
T Some very inte r est ing m a te ria l, both i 
T for th e regul a r co llector of a dhesives i 
T a nd th e m a n who likes the "off beat " i f ma t erial a nd pos t a l h isto ry . I 
T Comi ng up th is season , a f i ne col - i, 
T lect ion of F orei gn Revenues , offe red f by country, with dupl ica tes. I 
T A f ine g r ou p of posta l sta t io n ery, i 
T
T includ ing a number of the sca r ce r 

p ieces in the Brit ish Colo n ia l field . 

I
f A la rge genera l collect ion in forty f

1

4 

Speci a lty a lbums, with many odd and • 
unus ua l p ieces , in a ddit ion to the 

I 
regul ar se ts, etc. I, 

If you like the odd and interes t ing , 
we are su r e th a t sooner o r la ter, you 

T w ill f ind something of inte r es t in our f 
t sa le s . • 
T 

i 

T 
Just d r o p a li ne for th e next sales f 

T ca t a log ue-i t 's tree. • 

T I T I 

I HIGGINS & GAGE, Inc. I 
I I. 
T Philate lic Auctioneers & Brokers i 
T i 
T 23 North Santa A nita I. 

f Pasade na , C alifo rnia 91107 I 
• I I • 
~ .............................................................................. . 
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1966 

A Pricelist of rare stamps 

" Real" Sta mps 
Accurately Described 

Moderately Priced 
Sold with 

NO TIM E limit guarantee 

Selected by Alex S. Juliard 

52 pages. 12 of photos : 25c 

.A.LEX S JULI.A.RD 
ERYN MA-WR PENNSYLVANIA 

( Esta blished by Louis Juli a rd in 1889) 
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\1\1 Early Covers 1111 
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\1\1 Die Proofs \II\ 

:·: Locals ··· 

\~) & material for the Specialist \I!) 
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1111 C. A GUS PARKER 1111 
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1111 ARGYLL ST AMP CO. LTD. \II\ 
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1111 ENGLAND 1111 
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I c. P.T::~OLPI I
~ ~ I OF ~~~!~~~ERS I
;:; WINTER 1966 JAN. 26-27 ~ I 1 Vol. Canada to Foreign i 
;:; 2 Vols. Domestic Rates ~ 
~ 1 Vol. Soldiers Letters = I 2 Vols. Quebec Stampless ! 
;:; 2 Vols. Kingston and Hamilton ~ 

I SPRING 1966 APRIL 13-14 i 
;:; 5 Vols. ew Brunswick Stampless ~ 
~ 5 Vols. Nova Scotia Stampless =
; 1 Vol. Prince Edward Island ~ 
;:; 2 Vols. Railway &. Steamship ~ 

~ 3 Vols. ~~~ee::aph Covers ; 
§ ~ 
El SUMMER 1966 JUNE 15-16 El 
a 3 Vols. U S A t C d ~ 

i=_===== ~ ~ ~:~: ~~~=~~r!~i~:!~d~anada " 
- 1 Vol. Canada to France&. reverse 

1 Vol. Express and Local Covers 

FALL 1966 OCTOBER 19-20 
33 Vols. Upper and Lower Canada 

town postmarks all stamp-
less 

4 Vols. Directional markings, Of­
ficial Covers, Postmasters 
Franks, etc. 

Th is 86 Volume Collection is much the =a 
best study of ou r Posta l History from 
the ea rly 18th Century pre-stamp 
covers to the end of the 19th Century. 
While the first Session of each Sale 
will be entirely deVolpi ' s other prop ­
erties both General a nd Specialized 
w i ll be in c luded in the other Sessions. 

Illustrated Catalogs Available 
a mon th before Sales 

~===- SUBSCRI PTION to all Catalogs and Prices R eali zed - $5.00 

l_== J . N. SISSONS LTD.~=-~ 
59 Wellington St. W. 

;;;==:==-~ ::::t:= ~:6~:~:~: -====_I CABLES : SISTAMP, TORONTO 

;:<111tllllllllllllltllllllllllllltlllllllllll11ClllllllllllltlllllllllllllClllllllJllllt(: 
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Auctions-

Appraisals-

Attention-

For YOUR Needs 

• 

EZRA D. COLE 
NY ACK, N. Y. 10960 

Telephone : 914-EL 8-0964 
64 
Do Not Sell Your Collection 
as long as you enjoy collecting and 
as long as you have fun with your 
stamps. But when you get tired of o 
collection because it has reached its 
goal, when you want to start in another 
philatelic field, do not hesitate to dis· 
pose of the "finished" collection. In 
this way you will obtain additional 
funds for purchases in your new field . 
When you decide to sell, talk with o 
deale r whom you have trusted with 
your purchases. He is the right man to 
sell for you the items he has once sold 
to you. We are always happy when we 
con give advice and help of this kind. 
Contact us when the time is ripe and 
we will do our best to arrange a satis­
factory sale of your material, either 
by private sol e or by auction. 

MERCURY STAMP CO. 
I 0 East 40th Street 
New York 16, N. Y. 

Tel.: MUrray Hill 3-6745 

Cable Address: Mercstamp Newyork 
SCOTT'S 1'10NTHLY STA1'tP JOUllNA.L 
~· This prominent philatelic publication is a must if you 

wish to keep your catalogue up-to-date and stay 
abreast of new issues. Each issue carries the Scott 
Chronicle of New Issues - a catalogue supplement 
which lists stamps issued after publication of the 
latest Scott Catalogues. In addition, there are illus­
trated articles, stamp facts, price change informa­
tion , book news and stamp world miscellany. 

•• 
O TT 'S s c: 

A one year subscription to Scott ' s Monthly Stamp Journal costs only $4 . 
A three year's subscription is only $11. (In Canada add 50 ¢ a year for 
postage; in other countries add $1 a year for postage.) 

r--------------------------------~ 
I Please enter my 1 yr. D 2 yr. D 3 yr. D subscription to Scott' s Monthly Stamp I 
I Journal. My check D or money order D in the amount of $ is enclosed. I 
I I 
I N am e I 
I Address I 
I City Zone State I 
I SCOTT PUBLICATIONS INC., 1255 Portland Pl., Boulder, Colorado I 
L--------------------------------~ 



The Sale of the Year ! 

Rarities 

of the 

World 

228 LOTS CATALOGUING OVER $300,000 

DELUXE ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE ON REQUEST 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL 
AUCTION GALLERIES, INC. 

10 East 52nd Street New York, N. Y. 10022 

Tel.: PLaza 3-6422 



SOME H. R. HARMER FACILITIES 

SALE BY AUCTION 

Regular 3 or 4 day auctions every 2 
to 3 weeks. Single rarities and collec­
tions can be placed with complemen­
tary material to create added interest. 
Commission 20% plus 50c lotting fee. 
No commission charged to buyers. 

Request detaill. 

SALE BY 
PRIVATE TREATY 

Appropriate collections and proper­
ties can often be placed through the 
H. R. Harmer Private Treaty Dept. 
within a few weeks. 
Commission charges from 12~% to 
17~% depending on value. No charge 
if unsold. 

Request details. 

PRIVATE TREATY/ AUCTION PLAN 
Your collection is offered by Private Treaty and if unsold is then included in an 
auction for which space has been reserved. This permits two methods of offering 
with no delay in the selling time. 
Commission charges as above. 

Request leaflet. 

GUARANTEE PLAN 

For those who believe our auction 
appraisals show undue optimism, we 
will guarantee our appraisal for the 
small charge of 2~%. 

Request leaf let. 

SALE IN LONDON 

Auction and Private Treaty facilities 
are also available through our London 
House, H. R. Harmer Ltd. 

We are happy to advise on the two 
markets. 

APPRAISALS 
Appraisals made for all purposes in­
cluding gift, insurance and probate. 
Charge 2~% of the appraised value. 
Appraisal fees refunded where in­
structions to sell are given within 12 
months. 

Request details. 

BUYING AT AUCTION 
IN NEW YORK 

Auction catalogues gratis. Lists of 
prices realized for the Season (some 
35,000 realizations) $5 sent by first 
class mail). 

IN LONDON 
Auction catalogues with prices real­
ized $6. 
Request details /or specialist groups. 

H. R. HARMER, Inc. 
The Predommant .A.uotioneera 

6 West 48th Street, New York, N. Y. 10036 
Plaza 7-4460 (ArH Code 212 ) 




