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2 COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIS'l.' 
CHAPTER 1- AIR MAIL FLIGHTS-1917-1923 

The Pioneer Flights 

The first air mail flight in Mexico was made on July 6, 1917 by Captain C. 
Horacio Ruiz under the direction of the Secretary of War and Navy. A point 
near Pachuca in the state of Hidalgo, was selected as the place of take-off. 

The plane to be used, then in Mexico, D. F. was dismantled and carried 
by train to Estacion Hoyos, located about 10 kilometers east of Pachuca, where 
it was unloaded and set up preparatory to the flight. 

Many difficulties were encountered-The day before the flight was scheduled 
to take place a heavy rain acco,mpanied by a strong wind occurred. All the 
men who were with Capt. Ruiz worked hard to keep the plane from being 
destroyed. Finally, in the morning, the rain stopped and fortunately, the plane 
was stil.l whole, but a check up by Capt. Ruiz revealed that the wings of the 
plane were full of water. He cut small holes in them, the water drained out 
and the preparations for the flight were continued. 

The mail was put in a bag and strapped to one of the struts just behind the 
cockpit . . several photographs were made then the plane took off 

. it was 6 :37 A. 1\1., July 6, 1917 . The trip was perilous as several moun­
tain ranges had to be crossed, uncharted air currents coped with, and an un­
~ertain machine nursed along. In spite of all these obstacles, Ruiz arrived in 
Mexico, D. F. at 7 :30 A. lVI., just 53 minutes later. On arriving the landing 
gear fell to pieces. Apparently the ordeal of the night before had been too 
much for the plane. l<'ortunately Capt. Ruiz was not hurt. 

Distribution of the mail revealed that 618 first class pieces had been carried. 
An official document was written and signed by those present. It read:-

"In the City of Mexico, Federal District, at 8: 0 0 A. M., on July 6, 1917 , in the 
Incoming Mail Departm ent of the Local Administrative Office in this city being pres­
ent Cosme Hinojosa, General Director of Posts; Juan Jacobo Valdez, L.ocal Admin­
istrator; Jose C. Chavez, Assistant Head and Officials Jorge Lopez Cardenas, Carlos 
Gonzalez Meza and F ·rancisco Clavijo there was opening of the regular mail bag, 
numbered 449, received from the Branch Office in Pachuca, Hidalgo, at the hour 
stated, by means of the F'irst Air Mail, which in charge of Pilot Captain C. Horacio 
Ruiz, was carried from "Hoyos" Station, Hgo., ( 10 kilometers east of Pachuca) to 
t his city in 53 minutes, having left "Hoyos" today at 6: 37 A. M. and arriving at the 
Departm ent of War and Navy in Balbuena, by San Lazaro, at 7: 30 A. M. on the date 
mentioned; according to attached invoice # 19 3, in the mail bag m entioned, were 10 
packages of ordinary letters, bearing a red-lettered seal that stated: "Secre taria de 
Guerra y Marina / Departamento d e Aviacion / Mexico." This inscription surrounded 
the circu lar national seal of Mexico. Below all this was the coat of arms of the 
Division of Aviation . Upon distribution they were found to contain 618 pieces of 1st 
class correspondence which were recorded in detail in the adjoining Annex # l ". 

(Signed) C. HINOJOSA 
J. J. VALDEZ 
JOSE V. CHAVEZ 
J. LOPEZ CARDENAS 
GONZALEZ MEZA 
FRANCISCO CLAVIJO 

A wax seal was attached to the document, reading:- '' Secretariat of 
Communications and Public Works-United Mexican States-Mexico. Office of 
the General Director of Mails- Administrative Section.'' (1 ) 

By order of the General Director of Mail, Cosme Hinojosa, letters addressed 
to the interior of the Republic were sent to the offices of their destination, under 
affidavit. The postmasters were requested to see that the letters reached the 
addresses with the greatest possible care. 

(1) The original docume nt, which w as placed in th e Postal Muse um, was stol e n . It 
was l a t e r located in the collec tion of a prominent philatelist of Mexico, D. F. It was 
not r e turn ed. 
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.Tepic 

Guadalajara 
·-.. --................... .. 

A.sse1ubling; the 1•ht11e at Estacion Hoyes. 

{Xt 
'':.·. -.: ·:· 
( ·t::.• 

T..mpico <~~ : · 
\ 

Tuxpan} 
/ 

Pachuca 1 // --- ______ ..;/ 
MEXICO,D.F. 

'rite Pioneer i·oute:.i. The Governor of Hidalgo nnd C at_•'t. Ruiz. 

All ready for the take-off. 
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'l'o the above orders (sent to the office of th e General Director of Mail) 
were attached: the mail sack No. 449, a copy of the invoice form No. 193, 7 
labels No. 9 and the cloth label (without number ) which protected the mail 
sack, and a copy in detail of the correspondence received by the First Air Mail. 
Six copies of the record of these proceedings were made and distributed as 
follows: One for the Office of the General Director of Posts; one for Juan 
J acobo Valdez, Local Postmaster; one for Jose V. Chavez, Assistant Head of 
this Office; one for the Division of Aviation- with a label, form No. 9, as a 
souvenir of the First Air Mail and the last copy for the Archives of th e Post 
Office Department. 

Shortly after the flight, the plane was turned over to th e Army and dis­
mantled. 

fLO Of RRACTICA 
fNTRf PACHUCA 

Y ·MfXICO 
El con>MI Sallnu. Jtl• de! 1>9part .. 
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po lo permlte, ae ll'lYe a cabo el pri-'"' 
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dad y la e.'pltJt.I dol l'•tado de Hldall<'O. 
ol'df\nhndo!'lie la -.:Ida del )elei cle rl · 
tott11l, ('apitAn J-loraclo RtdL 

Cflnv..,n lcntementc ~mpacado. IM~ ­
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mn, .,., JPfo de tallere•. Franca.co san­
t&rtnt Pl capttln flM.WVb.do BenJRmln 
J. Var.-u. f"I. tenW'ntf" a•tMor Al't~n· 

~.~~~,,~a°:"ia 1 4':e~~cf:,;~•-~·l 

hE I U niversal " for July 6, 1917. 

llJbllRICfO -
IELSERVICIO 
. AER61J'POSTAU 

El Primer Viaje Re~lizado a 
Ttlxpam y 1'Mnpico se lie· 
VO a Cabo de ~-ra sa. 
tisfactoria 

EBIOO A LA ATllOSFERA 
SE REGISTRO UN:RETARDO 

El Rcgreso del A; roplano Se· 
ra Manana. Trayendo de 
Tampico CorreSPOndeneia 
y Pasaieros 

"E·l U niversal " for A ug. 31, 1921 

A special cachet was applied in r ed to all covers. In addition a large 
rubber stamp was applied also in red reading: ''PRIMER CORREO 
AEREO. " (2 ) This mail was carried for the r egular postal rate of 10 centavos. 

The only news item of this important event appeared in the Mexico, D. F . 
;newspaper "El Universal " on the same day the flight occurred. It said that 
Colonel Salinas, head of the Department of Aviation, had ordered a flight 
between Pachuca and Mexico, D. F. that he had commissioned Captain 
H. Ruiz, chief of pilots, to make the flight. 'fhat Francisco Santarini, head of 
the shop, Benjamin J . Vargas, second captain, Ascencio Jiminez, first lieutenant 
and two mechanics belonging to th e school of Aviation were with Captain Ruiz 
at Pachuca. No other news items appeared. 

For several years nothing happened. 'l'rue, an air mail contract between 
P . Galloti and the government was signed in 1919, but service was never started. 

One must bear in mind that there were vitally important internal problems 
to be solved in Mexico that were much more important than aviation. V enus­
tiano Carranza had just been inaugurated as president of Mexico in March 
1917. Revolution had been the order of the day for years. In fact the revolu­
tion was still being waged by Villa and Zapata. Before Carranza 's term of 
office expired Zapata was assassinated. The normal activities of peace were 
slowly being r esumed then Carranza was assa. sinated. 

(2) Counte rfe its o f these co v e r s a r e kn own. All a r e without th e s ea l o f t h e D iv is io n 
o f A v ia tion . The " PRIMER Corre o A e r e o" s t a mp is in r ed o r bl a c k . 
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In November, 1920, Alvaro Obregon assumed the presidency. Under his 
administration peace was restored and again the government began to think of 
an air mail service. 

In 1921, the quantity of business mail, originating at the oil :fields of 
Tampico, seemed to be large enough to encourage the organization of an air 
mail service. Lloyd A. Winship and Harry J. Lawson, owners of the Compania 
Mexicana de Transportes, S. A., saw its possibilities and planned such a service 
between Mexico, D. F.- Tuxpan-and Tampico. Negotiations were started 
with the government. A contract was finally obtained granting the company 
the right to carry mail or passengers or both; to make exhibition flights ; to 
take aerial photographs; etc. 'l'he contract called for the establishment of a 
twice weekly service beginning October 3, 1921. 

Three round trips were made before this date. Th e first flight was made 
.A.ugust 30. ''El Universal'' heralded the flight as th e inauguration of a regular 
service. C. V. Pickup, pilot for the ma. Mexicana de Transportes, S. A., 
accompanied by a passenger took off from Balbuena Field, Mexico, D. F. at 
6 :07 A. M., in a Lincoln Standard plane equipped with a Hispano-Suiza motor. 
H e also carried three bags of mail weighing 75 kilograms strapped to the side 
of his plane; one for Tuxpan containing 150 letters, two bundles of r egistered 
mail and six rolls of newspapers and two bags for Tampico containing 822 
letters, 18 bundles of r egister ed mail and several rolls of newspapers. 

H eadwinds were encountered on the way to Tuxpan which made the flying 
time for the distance longer than it should have been. Pilot Pickup landed at 
Tuxpan at 10 :30 A. M. 

Mail wa picked up at Tuxpan and th e journey was resumed at 1 :00 P. M. 
They arrived at Tampico at 2 :40 P. M. No cachet was applied to the letters 
that were carried but all of th em were struck twice in violet with a handstamp 
reading "SERVICIO POS'l'AL AEREO." The rate was 50 centavos per 
20 grammes. 

The r eturn flight was made September 1. Fog was encountered on the 
way and the plane was forced to land at 'l'etecatl. 'l'he journey was r esumed 
September 3. Fifty kilogrammes of mail was carried. 

Independence Day was celebrated on September 16 that year. Mr. Pickup 
was delegated to organize an air circus to help celebrate the event. Several 
flights were made in this connection but no mail was carried except on Septem­
ber 21 when a round trip was made between Mexico, D. F., Tuxpan and Tampico. 
Th e rate for this flight was also 50 centavos per 20 grammes. · 

With the third flight on September 24 the rate was increased to 1.00 peso 
per 20 grammes. 'l'he carrying of newspapers was discontinued. 

With these preliminary flights, the service, under contract, was inaugurated 
on October 3. Th e 1.00 peso rate was charged. Trips were to be made on 
Monday and 'l'hursday from Mexico, D. F. and on W ednesday and Saturday 
from Tampico. Two planes left on the inaugural flight with several passengers 
but only 18 pieces of mail. No stop was made at 'l'uxpan. The return flight 
from 'l'ampico was made on October 4 and only eleven pieces of mail 
were carried! Undoubtedly the high rate of 1.00 peso per 20 grammes was 
responsible for the abrupt drop in letters carried. Three more round trips 
\Yere mad e during October. 'l'he total number of letters carried on th ese trips 
was- 33 from Mexico, D . F . to 'I'ampico and 55 from 'l'ampico to Mexico, D. F. 

in spite of the fact that the 50 centavos per 20 grammes rate had been 
reim;tated with the flight of October 24. 

At this time several other groups were studying the air mail business 
but no companies \Yere organized nor were any flights made- except an 

experimental flight between Guadalajara and Mazatlan on December 23, 1921. 
A return flight was made on the 26th. (3 ) 

(3) Rumor persists th a t s ix bags of mall w e r e carri ed and that mail was delive r ed 
and pick ed up at T e pi c but I have n ever been a b l e to discove r any .e v id e nce of it. 
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About this time authorization must have been given for the printing of 
an air mail stamp but no one bas been able to locate any of the records. 

The Cia. Mexicana de Transportes, S. A. discontinued operations early in 
] 922. The company started again about a year later but without an air mail 
contract. Mr. Pickup received a gold medal from the government as a reward 
for the impetus he gave aviation and for bis services as the first regular air 
mail pilot. 

Part 2---The Flight of April 12, 1923 

PRIMER 

CORREO AEREO 

MEXICO, GUADALAJARA, T£PIC 

Sr . Rafael "'uentee Garcia . 

Ter>ic , nay, 

There are 100 or more air mail covf'rs, franked with the 1922 stamp, all 
supposedly flown by air from Mexico, D. Y to Guadalajara. They are all 
postmarked "Mexico, D. 11'., April 15, 1923" and ba ckstamped "Tepic, Nayarit, 
April 18, 1923." Th e explanation of this backstamp, given at the time by 
Edwardo Aguirre was that the plane was forced down near Guadalajara and 
that the covers were carried to Tepic by donkey where they arrived "3 days" 
later. 

These covers have been so listed by all the flight catalogues except th e 
1940 American Air Mai l Catalogue. Undoubtedly early cataloguers listed these 
covers, on misinformation received from interested parties in Mexico. The 
fact of the matter is that these covers were not flown but were carried by rail. 

Th e iuscription between the wavy lines of the postmark translates:-" Co­
operate to the well being of your country by helping road work construction." (4 ) 

From information received from Manuel Diaz Guajardo, Salvador Anaya 
and Asencion Santana, pilots who took part in the flight , I have been able to 
construct the following : 

In 1923, the government decided to establish an air i·oute between "Mexico, 
D. F. and Guadalajara. The Chief of Operations fo r the State of J alisco, Gen­
eral Enrique Estrada, asked the Secretary of War to order a flight made 
between the two cities. General Estrada voluntrered to finance this out of his 
own pocket. 'fhe Secretary of War vYas impressed and cooperated to the fullest 
extent-as an air route would give the government a very much needed military 

(4) Th e AIRMAIL BEACON #4 r e porte d cou nte rfe its of this coYer-th e postm a rk 
read: "15 AVRIL 1923-Guadalara". Both "AVRIL" a nd "Guadal a r a" are mi sspell ed . 
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SOLO UN AVION LLEGO 
A GUADALAJARA 
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control over this part of the country. The aviators 
were enthusiastic about the plan as it would give 
them a chance to try their wings at something dif­
ferent than just short training flights around Mex­
ico, D. F. However, their equipment was not new. 

Shortly after the World War, Mexico bought 
four Farman planes from the French government. 
These planes were not new models, having already 
been flown over 300 hours by the French. But the 
enthusiasm of the aviators triumphed over their 
common sense. Preparations were made for the 
flight by the pilots of the '' Escuadron Bimotor de 
Bombardeo," under th e leadership of Major Air 
Pilot A lfonso Virgen. 

A week before the elate set for th e take-off, an 
exploratory flight between Mexico City and Tepic 
was made by one of the planes. The crew was­
Engineer Rivera Hoyer, assistant chief of the de­
partment, Lt. Santiago Vasquez, Lt. Jorge H. 
Fabriz and Sg. Leopoldo Saenz. 'fhey made vari­
ous stops on their way to Tep°ic. The chief purpose 
of this flight was to correct maps of the railroad 
and to add notes about th e terrain. Upon their 
return blue prints were made from these notes and 
given to each one of the pilots, who were to make 
the flight . 

Finally on April 12th the squadron of four 
planes was r eady. Captain Asencion Santana Ca­
rabeo was in command. Three civilians were taken 
along-a newspaper reporter from the ''Demo­
crata, '' a reporter from the newspaper ' ' El Uni­
versal ' ' and a photographer. They took off from 
Mexico, D. F. at 7 :15 A. M., April 12, 1923. Six 

and one-half hours later, (5 ) Ramon Alcala and his crew of three along with the 
reporter from ''El Universal ' ' landed safely at Guadalajara. They had flown a 
distance of 613 kilometers. 

The other three planes were forced clown at various points along the route. 
The first one downed landed at the Hacienda de P enuelas in the State of Quere­
taro. 'l'he second one downed landed at Salamanca with a bent propeller, and 
the third one landed at Ocotlan, because of faulty combustion, >vheri only two 
hours from Guadalajara. They all eventually reached their destination. Two 
of the delayed planes continued the flight to Guadalajara on the 14th. These 
two were the planes that had landed at the Hacienda de Penue~as and at Ocotlan 

but the crew who were forced down at Salamanca could not get off the 
ground until the 16th. 

The pilots and members of the crews are listed as: (0 ) 

Captain pilot 
Asencion Santana C. 

Lt. Pi Jot 
A . Ramon Alcala 

Lt. Pi lot Ramiro Garcia Rojas 
Lt. Pilot Eduaro I. R eyes 
Lt. Pilot Jacinto Diaz 
R eporter for the "Democrata" 

Lt. Pilot Salvador G. Anaya 
Lt. Pilot Melquiades Rodriguez 
Sub-Lt. Mechanic Felip Rosas 
Reporter for "El Universal" 

( 5) T o d ay, p l a n es fl y b etween th e tw o c iti es in o n e h our a nd fift y minutes. 

(6) Non e of th e c r ew wh o m a d e th e flight of th e w ee k b efo r e w er e number ed a m o n g 
t h ose wh o m a d e t hi s fl igh t. 



8 COLLECTORS CLUB PHIL ATELIST 
Lt. Pilot 
A. Faustino Garcia 

Lt. Pilot 
Rafael Altamirano 

Lt. Pilot Jua n Manuel Estrada 
Lt. Pilot Manuel Diaz Guajardo 
Photographer Vincente Cortez 

Lt. Pilot Ramon Cisneros 
Lt. Pilot Agustin Gonzalez Castrejon 
Sub-Lt. Mechanic Medardo Cardova 

On April 18th a hurricane destroyed the hangar at Guadalajara and so, even 
if the flight had been successful and the government had decided to inaug·urate a 
route between the two cities , the project would have bee!1 delayed for some time. 
It was not until January 1929 that a service was inaugurated and then it lasted 
for only two weeks. 

CHAPTER II-THE FLYING EAGLE STAMPS-GROUPED 

Part 1- The 1922 issue (C-la) (7 ) 

The inauguration of the air mail flig·hts in 1921 and the establishment, 
finally, of rates at 50 centavos per 20 grammes, brought about the g·overnment's 
decision to issue an air mail stamp. It is not known just when this decision was 
made, but it must have been in the earl~r part of the ~·ear. (8 ) A design was 
selected, engraved and made into a 50 subject plate. Th e stamp was issued on 
April 2, 1922. 

The service for which the stamp was intended wa; discontinued short ly be­
fore the stamps release. But the stamps were printed, and so they were delivered 
to the post offices anyway as it was believed that shortly one or more routes would 
be inaugurated. However, no new routes were inaugurated and so on April 30, 

'rhe cre \\·s bid c:.ch other :• s u ccessful Jo u r n ~y. 

(Tlie pboto1;;ra1•h i is nn e 11la1·ge1u e 11t f rou1 t h e 1110\· ie rn:ttl e A.1n· il 1:!. 
lU~:t, b y '\7 incente Co rtez). 

(7) Th e privilege of u s ing Scott"s ca talogu e numbe r s throughout this wo1·k was ex­
t e nd e d by th e Scott Pub li ca tion s In c . 

(8) N e w stamps w e r e 0 1·d e r e d design e d , e ngraved and p 1·in t e d by th e G e n e ral Direc to r 
of Mails from the Pr inting Offi ce. It was not until 19 31 th a t th e P1·es id e nt was legall y 
authorize d to have stamps issu e d by D ec r ee. Up to 1 93 1, th e mail serv ice in M e xico w as 
regulate d by Th e Posta l Cod e- th e first on e b e ing issued in 1 883, th e s e c ond in 1894 and 
the third and last, April 22, 1926. This is apparent ly th e r eason no r eco rds a r e available. 
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1923 the government published in the "Indicator del Servicio Postal" instruc­
tions to its postal clerks to sell the ''stamp originally intended for air mail ser­
vice for franking any kind of mail addressed to points within the country ... " 
thu~ the issue was practically exhausted long before the regular air mail service, 
inaugurated April 15, 1928, was established. 

PH>J•Oscd desi~· n. Design :as i ss u ed. 

'l'he design for the first air mail stamp was made by Senor Alfredo Barron (9 ) 

His use of the flying eagle was a happy one as it symbolized both the Mexican 
nation aiid the air mail service. The stamp was engraved on steel bv Senor 
Emiliano Valadez, one of the most skillful engravers in the government printing 
office. Being a bicolored stamp, two separate plates were needed-one for the 
frame (blue) and one for the vignette (brown carmine). 'l'he stamps were 
printed from the plates in the reverse order, the vignette being printed first. 

The design of the frame was made of panels and acanthus leaves-the 
panels carried the inscriptions: "CORRE OS AEREOS/ MEXICO/ (and value) 
50c. '' A Mexican eagle in full flight was shown in the vignette winging his way 
over the village of Amecameca. (1°) Th e volcanos Iztaccihuatl and Popocateptl( 11 ) 

were shown in the background. 
The imprint" OFICINA IMP. DE HACIE IDA- MEXICO" was engraved 

across the bottom of the stamp. 
'l'hese stamps were printed in sheets of 50 arr a :ig·ed in 10 horizontal rows 

of 5 each. Guide lines were engraYed on both the Yignette and frame plates in 
the left margin alongside stamps No. 21 a nd No. 26 and in the right margin 
alongside stamps No. 25 and 30. Also in the top margin over stamp No. 3 and in 
the bottom margin under stamp No. 48. These guide lin es were p]aP.t:>d on the 
plates to aid the printers in registering· them. As is the cu:;tom in Mexico these 
sheets were numbered consecutively as they came from the press. Th ese co n­
trol numbers were printed vertically in the upper left hand margin- in red. 

The layout lines and guide dots used to aid the transfer man to secure proper 
spacing and alignment of the stamps to be rocked-in , were tadl~· placed, in view 
of the shape of the design of the stamp. The small orname nt i ~1 the upper corner 
was not of the proper shape or of sufficient weight to hide them. In nearly every 
case they show. In some cases two or more guide dots a;1d/ or two or more l a~'OUt 
lines were used for one stamp position. FiYe s '. amps s o·,r impressions from the 

(9) Mr. Eduardo Aguirre, in hi s m a gazin e "MEXICO POSTAL" for July, 1921, says 
h e was asked by th e Director U e n eral of l\Iail 8, to pr es ent a sk etch for this stamp. 
Alfred Barron m a d e th e sketch, but onl~' th e central motif with minor c h a nges wrts 
accepted. 

(10) Am ecam eca is a village of a bout 10,000 inha b'.ta nts, l oca t ed 58 kilom e t e rs south­
eas t of th e C ity of M exico. 

(11) Th ese two volcan os are 65 kilom eters south east of l\.J exico, D . F. Popocateptl 
(Smoking ~fountain) is 17, 883 f ee t high and l ast erupted in 1664; Iztacc ihuatl (Sleeping 
Woman), an extinct vo l ca no, is 16,960 f ee t high . 
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transfer roll that do not coincide, making two distinct designs. These re-entries 
are found on stamps No. 5, No. 37, No. 44, No. 47 and No. 48 (See Page 13 ). 
Several stamps show scratches and gashes. These plate markings and the plate 
and transfer varieties that can be found on the frame plate, make it possible to 
identify the position of all fifty stamps. 

A three point stock was used. The paper was close-grained and unwater­
marked. This type of paper was being currently used for the r egular postage 
issues (Scott's No. 632 was printed on exactly the same kind of paper. ) 

These 50 subject printed sheets were separated by a single line 12 gauge 
perforating machine-thus all the margins were perforated. Th e gum was 
slightly opaque and yellowish. 

SUMMARY 

Color: Blue and brown carmine. 

Varieties: a) Position Blocks 
b) Double transfers-#5, 37, 44, 47 , 48 (Illustrated- Page 13) 

Plates used : One vignette plate 
One fram e plate 

Number issued : Unknown 

PROOFS 

Fourteen trial color proofs were made from the newly engraved plates to 
determine the colors for the stamp. It is believed that one sheet of each color 
combination was proofed. 'fhey were hand-stamped, with a rubber cut reading 
"MUESTRA" (specimen) in black ink. Following is a list of the known color 
combinations-

1. Dark blue and brown carmine 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 

a. Dark blue and brown carmine, but without "MUESTRA" handstamp 
Deep greenish blue and light brown carmine 
Dark blue and prussian green 
Black and deep green 
Yellow and black 
Deep green and brown ochre 
Dull carmine and ultramarine 
Carmine and chrome yellow 
Vermilion and burnt orange 
Orange and orange brown 
Yellow ochre and brown 
Brown and orange 
Brown and dark blue 
Brown ochre and golden ochre 

All the double transfers and plate flaws found on the issue as printed can be 
found on these proofs. 

In 1929, The General Director of Mails announced that various remainders 
found in the post office stock would be sold at auction. One of the dealers in 
Mexico, D. F ., made a list of the stamps to be so sold and had several hundred 
copies printed and distributed among collectors. The imperforate strip of three 
was referred to in this manner : '' . . . after that came the sale of air stamp 
No. 711 (Scott) which was in great demand for the 123 stamps on hand one 
strip of 3 stamps being found not perforated which was by unanimous request 
raffled and won by Sr. Lie. Garza Campos.'' 

This imperforate strip of three shows the left guide marks and are No. 26, 
No. 27 and No. 28. 
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I have examined this strip very carefully and find the colors to be exactly 
the same as the dark blue and brown carmine proof (listed as No. 1), rather 
than the blue and brown carmine color of the 1922 stamp as issued. 

It is possible that this one color combination (Proof No. 1 ) was approved 
for color and returned to the printing office as a guide for the 1922 issue-but 
the "blue" as matched for the 1922 issue was much lighter. None of the frames 
of the 1922 stamps were printed in a dark blue. I n J 927, when the stamp was 
reissued on watermarked paper, I think the proofs were reexamined for color and 
the inks were again mixed for the run. This t ime the blue was almost perfectly 
matched. Probably several pieces were cut from the 0. K 'd sheet and sent to 
the printing office, the balance of the sheet being handstamped. In mixing the 
inks, both in 1922 and 1927 probably one or more of the cuttings were smeared 
up. In any event this one clean strip of three was put back in the envelope along 
with the remainders of the 1922 issue. 

It is therefore my contention and belief that this imperforate strip of three 
is a part of the proof sheet and not an imperforate variety of the 1922 issue as is 
stated in Sanabria 's catalogue. 

Part 2-The 1927 issue (C-2) 

and the Unwatermarked Variety (C-1) 
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P la te 11u1ke up-1922. P iute 111 ak e 111.-1927. 

Conferences between the government and the Compania Mexicana de Avia­
cion, S. A. were developing nicely. Actual operations of a route were close at 
hand. There being almost none of the 1922 air mail stamps left- t he General 
Director of Mails instr ucted the printing office to reprint the issue. The plates 
which were in The Postal Museum were used for the new pri nt ing. A quantity 
were issued, but no information is available as to :i ust how many were issued. 
The stamps were released to post offices in Mexico on October ] 3, 1927. 

The birth of Mexican aviation really materialized on January 21, 1928, 
when President Plutarco E lias Calles signed a decree authorizing the increase of 
the postal rates from 8 centavos to 10 centavos, ear marking the 2c sur plus to be 
devoted to the development of the air mail. 

The control numbers were repositioned, and code letters were added in front 
of the number. 

The sheets were perforated in the same manner as the 1922 issue . . . but 
many sheets were released with rough, dull separatio11s, giving the impression 
that the stamps were rouletted. Blind perforations, as many as four in a row, 
can be found in this issue. 
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Tlte '''uter1nark o n t l• e hu1>o r ted 1>:.ttl er 
''ra g Cl ear R Utl s l1 nr1} • . 

" ·h e1·eas, on t11e uativ4~, it " ·ns 
s 1tong;y :1n tl l ess distinct. 

'l'he paper used for this issue was of the same thickn ess ( .003 ) as the Hl22 
issue, but it was softer, more porous and watermarked "C'ORREOS l\IEXICO." 
Th e watermark varied in two major ways-a clear, well-defined mark, found 
on paper imported from England-and a spongy, indistinct mark found on 
paper made locally. 'l'he>;e watermarks differ in still another way- on the paper 
mad e locally, the letters are shorter and there is more space bebveen the line 
of lett ering than on the imported paper. However the distance from the top of 
on e line of lettering to the top of the next line is the same for both watermarks. 

b) Double transfers-#5, 37, 44, 47, 48 (Illustrated) 
a Dark b lue and brown carmine, but without "MUESTRA" handstamp ( 12) 

'l'he gum was clear and white. 
Two major varieties occurred- stamps of this issue are found 011 unwatf'r­

marked paper, but th e paper was not th e same as the paper used for tlw 1922 
!ssnc. It is a full half point thinner- measuring only .00245 in thickness and 
is more transparent. It can be distinguished from the 1922 issue by the follow­
ing tests:-

Color- Dark blue frame, like 1927 issue, and a light brown carmine vig­
nette, slightly deeper than the 1922 vignette, but one of the colors used for 
printing the 1927 stamp. 

Gmn- white and clear- whereas the 1922 issue was slightl~' opaqne and 
yellowish. 

Paper- Thin paper ( .00245 ) whereas th e 1922 stamp was printed on a 
.00:1 stock. (If the two stamps are vi ewed from the back the printing on the 
face of th e stamps will show through to tli e back of the 1927 stamp whereas 
on the 1922 stamp th e design will be only barely visible.) Th e paper has a 
slick s1lky fee l. 

Early in 1928, J. 1\1. Bartels discovered one sheet. among· several complrte 
sheets sent to him for his new issue service. with the 4th a'lcl 5th horizontal rows 
imperforate. Mr. Bartel:-; offered the whol e sheet to Oscar Lichtenstein for 
$50.00, howeYer l\Ir. Lichtenstein decided to buy on l~· one vertical strip. 

SUMMARY 
Color: a) Dark blue and brown carmine 

b) Dark blu e and light brown carmine 
c) Dark blue and dull brown carm in e 
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Varieties: a) Printed on unwatermarked paper 
b) Position blocks 
c) Double transfers-#5, 37, 44 , 47 , 48 (Illustrated be low) 
d) Plate flaws- (See Page 14) 
e) Pairs showing one or more blind perforations. 
f) Roughly cut perforations (almost look rou letted) 
g) Vertical strip of 3, imperforate between . (C2a) 

Plates used: One vignette plate (same as 1922 plate) 
One fram e pla t e (same as 1922 p late) 

Number issu ed : Unknown. 

\ \,\~tJ ·-
•* - :\\-1 
t 

#:l7 #44 #47 #4S 

Part 3--The 25c stamps of 1928 (C3, C4) 

Thr confer ences between th e government and the aviation company wer e 
finall~' concluded. 'fhe inauguration of the service was to begin April 15 with 
a line oper ating between l\lexico, D. F. and Tampico with a stop at Tuxpan 
(translation of a n ewspaper account of th e inauguration of this route is printed 
at the end of this chapter ) . Lower rates were to be put into effect in order to 
insure the succe~·s of tb e rou te . And so on March 1, President Plutarco Elias 
Calles sig ned another decree establishing the rates for the new air mail service. 
'fh e decree was published in the Official Diary for March 15, 1928 and r ead as 
follows:-

PLUTARCO ELIAS CALLES, Constitutional President of the Mexican United 
States, to their inha bitants , let it be known: 

Tha t in the use of the power granted m e by article 178 of the current postal 
code, a nd 

WHEREAS, i t be ing near the es tablishment of the a ir post service in the in­
terior of the country, a nd thus it being necessary to fix the rates that t h e public 
should pay for this special service; 

WHEREAS, to place this service in the r each of all the inhabitants of the 
country, the lowest possible rates should be fixed, inasmuch as an increase in the 
regular postage rates was fixed a short time ago, amounting to two centavos for each 
piece of first class mail, to h elp the m ai nten a nce of this n ew system of tra nsporta tion , 
and 

WHEREAS, should the publi c respond to the efforts made to offer it thls 
rapid service, by utilizing it ext ensively, thus m a king this service self sustaining, the 
decree for the increase of r egular postage rates will be abrogated , I h ave dee med it 
good to pass t h e following . ... 

DECREE 

Article I- Be it a dded to the current tariff for postage rates a nd postal duties , 
as follows: 

INTERIOR AIR MAIL SERVICE (In a ddition to regula r postage rates) : 

First Olass Mail- L etters, letter-sheets, post cards a nd a ll sealed 
matter up to 20 grammes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 .25 centavos 
- and for each additional 20 g ra mmes or fraction thereof . . . . 0.25 centavos 
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Second Class Mail-Registered n ewspapers and magazines up to 
1 kilogram (not to exceed a volume of 4 cubic decimeters) . .. 
-and for each additional kilogram (or for each additional 4 
decimet ers of volume) .. . .. . ....... . ...... . ....... .. ... . 

Third CJass Mail-Printed matter. For each kilogram, not to 
exceed a volume of 4 cubic decimeters ............ . . .. ... . 
- and for each additional kilogra m (or volume of 4 cubic 
decimeters) or fraction . . .... .. ...... ...... .. .. ... .... . 

1.00 Peso 

1.00 Peso 

1.50 Pesos 

1.50 Pesos 

Foul'th Class Mail- Samples without commercial value up to 500 
grammes and not to exceed a volume of 4 cubic decimeters .... 0. 75 centavos 

Fifth CJass Mail-Postal pack ages containing m erchandise up to 
1 kilogram, not to exceed a volume of 4 cubic decimeters .... 
- a nd for each additional kilogram (or volume of 4 cubic d ec i-
m eters) or fraction . . . . ..... . ....................... . 

1.50 

1.50 

Pesos 

Pesos 

Article II- Mail to be handled through the air post service must not exceed a 
weight of 5 kilograms, a volume of 20 cubic d ecimeters, nor a length of 50 centi-
meters-for 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 5th classes. · 

Article III- Postage r a tes as given above will be paid with postage stamps 
a ffixed to the mail matter, in addition to the other postal rates and duti es for regular 
mail, r egistery fee, etc. according to the current postal rates and to the class to which 
the mail m a tter may belong. 

Article IV- Whenever this mail matter, handled by the Interior Air Service , be 
addressed to a for eign country, to be handled there by air service too, it will be 
n ecessary to add a surtax equivalent to the amount that such foreign countries may 
charge for using their air post service, to its final destination . ( 13) 

Transient Article-These rates shall enter into effect as soon as the first air 
mail service is established in the country. 

Th e foregoing rates were modified by Decree of October 4, 1928, as follows: 

WHEREAS the weight unity fixed at a kilogram as a minimum for the applica­
t ion of the Table of Rates for the Air Post Se rvice to 2nd , 3rd and 5th classes and at 
500 grammes for 4th class mail, causes those sending mail of small volume or weight 
to pay a very high postage, and with the desire that this new air service may be 
available to all social classes in the country, I have decid ed to pass th e following 

DECREE 

Article I-The Table of Pos tal Rates and Duties is modified as follows:-

INTERIOR AIR MAIL SERVICE 

Second Class Mail- Registered periodicai publications up to 500 grammes 0.50 c 
- and for each a dditional 5 00 g rammes or fraction ther eof . . ........ 0.50 c 

Third Olass Mail- Printed m a tte r of all classes, for each 100 grammes 0.15 c 
-and for each additional 100 g ram.mes or fraction ther eof ...... .... . 0.15 c 

Fourth Class Mail- Samples without commercial value up to 100 
grammes .... ........... ... ... ... . . . ... ............ .. . . .. . ... 0.15 c 
- a nd fo r each additional 100 grammes or fraction thereof ..... . . ... 0.15 c 

Fifth Olass Mail-Postal packages containing merchandise up to 500 
grammes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0. 7 5 c 
- and for each a dditiona l 500 grammes or fraction thereof .......... 0.7 5 c 

The volume limits established by the decree of March 1, 1928, were declared 
void. 

'l'hese new rates necessitated the issuing of a stamp of 25 centavos denom­
ination as quickly as possible. Therefore the die of the frame for the 50c value 
was revised to make it into a 25c frame. 'I'his was laid down in a 50 subject 
plate and printed in brown carmine. The vignette was printed in brown. These 
stamps were released fo r use on April 15, 1928. 

(13) A t entative rate of 50c was fixe d at th e t im e for m a il to th e U. S. · A ., to b e 
carr ied th e r e by a ir mail too. Afterwards, in June 1928, it w as lowe r ed to 25 c, as for 
Inland m a il , plus t h e regular postage rate s of lOc . 
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The early printings of this stamp can be identified by the position of the 
control mark following the 1927 plan. Later, the control marks were placed at 
the right side of the sheet alongside stamps No. 20, 25, 30 and 35. 

The paper used was the same as that used for printing the 1927 fifty cen­
tavos stamp. But the plates wer e printed so that the water mark reads from 
lower left to upper right, from upper left to lower right and from lower right 
to upper left. That only leaves one more position for the watermark . 
but I have never seen any examples of a sheet so printed. 

Th e colors selected for this stamp were so similar to the colors used for the 
special delivery stamp that the postal clerks, in confusion, often rendered the 
wrong service. The General Director of Mails therefore decided to change the 
color combination and instructed the printing· office to prove the plates in var­
ious inks. Ten (?) combinations were tried and a dark green and brown one 
was approved. This new stamp was released sometime in August. Three 5ets 
of plates were made and both the brown carmine and brown stamps and the 
dark ~Teen and brown stamps were printed from all the plates. 

UL to LR LL to t;R Ull to L I, ( hn·erte<l) 

·\ -ariou s 1>os it ions o f t l1 e "\V a ter 1nnrk n s t'ouncl on the !!r.>c F l yh1g· Eag; l e Stn1n1•. 

'l'he layout lines and guide clots were no t nearly so evident on any of the 
three plates as on the fifty centavos plate but many show. a nd these 
marks along with many minor surface scratches which exist make it easily 
po>:sibl e to distinguish the three plates apart. Plating the 50 stamps on each 
of the three plates is very difficult. On one of the three plates three re-entries 
(No. 4, No. 5 illustrated and No. 16 illustrated) can be found. 'l'he doubling 
on No. 4 is confined to the acanthus decoration in the upper rig-ht-but it is 
Yery slight. 

Doubl e transfer- st;11n1• # :J. 
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J)oub le t"rnnst'er-sta1111• 4;: 1(). 

SUMMARY 
Colors. C-3 Brown carmin e and brown 

C-4 Dark green a nd brown 

Varieties: a) Position blocks 
b) Waterma rk positions 
c) Rough perforations 
d) double transfers-#4, # 5, #16 

Plates used : Three se ts of plates were made. 

N11mber issued : Unknown. 

PROOFS 

On May 3, 1929 nine sheets of plate proofs on stamp paper were sold at a 
public auction by th e General Director of Mails. Th ese were sold along with 
obsolete r emainders of other issues. l\Iany of these proofs were used on covers 
carried on the first flight of the Tejeria- Tapachula route inaugurated on May 
15, 1929. 'l.'h ese proofs sold by dealers for around $20.00 each. 

It is my belief that the dark green and brown stamp, perforated 14, re­
cent.ly catalogued by Sanabria, probably is also a proof. This stamp has been 
known to exii,;t for many years . l\Jr. Victor Suarez says he saw copies of this 
stamp in 1930. Personally T think thi:-; was originally an imperforate sheet, in 
fact the very one that was approved for color by the post office department in 
1928. 

Following is a list of th e proofs :-
1. Brown carmine & yellow green ( 14) . .. .. ..... Perf. 12 
2. R ed & yellow green . . . . . . .. . .... . . .... .. P e rf. 
3. Deep blue & yellow g r een ...... . ........... P erf. 
4. Violet & da rk blue . . .. .. ........ . .. ...... . P e rf . 
5. Brown & yellow green .. ... ... . .... . ...... Perf. 
6. Ye llow green & dark blue . ..... . . . .... . .... Perf. 
7. Dark gree n & dark blue . ......... .... . . .... P e rf. 
8. Dark green & brown (Normal color) . ......... Perf. 14 
9. Yellow green & brown . . . . .... . .... . . . .... Imperf. 

10. Dark olive green & brown .......... .. ..... . Imperf. 

(14) L ie . Jose L . Cossio, Jr ., m ag ist rate of th e Co ur ts of M ex ico, D. F. a nd a leading 
stude nt of phi la t e ly wrote in th e "Rev is t a d e l a Asociac io n Fil a t e lica Mex icana" for 
May 19 31 tha t thi s s h ee t fo und its way in to the h a nds of two pe r son s w h o ". . . sent 
two cop ies to Th., C h amp ion of Y vert a nd T e lli er, used 24 co pi es o n flight covers and 
reta in ed t h e r e m a ining 22 in mint conditi o n . An advert isem e nt in "El Timbre Postal" 
in 19 31 offered the b r own carmin e & ye ll ow green stamp on cover fo r . $125. 00. 
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Translated from "El Universal " Monday April 16, 1928, Mexico, D. F . 

THE AIR MAIL SERVICE BETWEEN MEXICO, TUXPAN AND TAMPICO WAS 
INAUGURATED YESTERDAY. 

1451 le tte rs and four packages sent by that route. 
The plane, "The City Of Mexico," which will carry on the service, was sole mnly 

christen ed by the Subsecretar y of Communications. 
Yesterday the first batch of correspondence from Tampico a nd Tuxpan was 

received in Mexi co City. The plane carried more than eighteen kilos of m a il. 
At ten o 'c lock yesterday morning the Subsecr etar y of Communications a nd Public 

Works, Senor Eduardo Hay, declared the Air Mail service a long the fir s t n ational 
route be tween Mexico City and the ports of Tuxpan and Ta mpico inaugurated. A few 
minutes later the monoplane, "City of Mexico" rose into the a ir fl ying a course to the 
Northeast, carrying to the aforementioned ci t ies no less than seventeen k il os of mail 
t hat had been d eposited by the public. 

The inaug uration of the Air Mail Service yesterday was not only important but 
so lemn. A well-selected cross-sec tion of the public demonstrated t h e interest with 
which the people received this service whose initiati on will result ·in posi t ive benefits 
for the public in gen era l a nd especially for the business m an. 

Befor e nine o'clock in the morning there were congregated in Balbuena numero us 
postal employees a nd a restless multitude awaiting the landing of th e "Steel Bird," 
which at six o'clock sharp h ad left Tampico bringing the firs t correspondence for 
Tuxpan a nd Mexico City. Th e information which had been r eceived concerning the 
weather had not been favorab le but absolute confidence was had in the trip. 

And so it h a ppen ed t hat at six o'clock in t h e morning the 4 5 O horsepower Fair­
child monoplane, which yet had not been christen ed , took to the air from the El 
Mora lill o airport, carrying as passengers, Senor George H . Rihl , president of the 
Mexican Av iation Company and two other persons, a lawyer a nd a girl from 
Tama ulipeca. In a special compa rtment the plane carried e ighteen kilos of cor­
respondence for Tuxpan a nd Mexico City, which was in five special bags of the Postal 
Air Mail Service. 

The pilot, Snyder, h ead ed for Tuxpan a nd fifty minutes later after leaving 
T a mpico, he landed the plane in the airport of Tuxpa n deliverin g co rrespondence 
for that place and took a board n1.ore corr espondence for Mexico City. After making 
t h e stops sch eduled on his itinerary, the plane at fiv e minutes to nine or one hour 
a nd thirty-five minutes after it left Tuxpan appeared on the horizon over the air­
field of Balbuena and m a de a perfec t la nding amid the accla tions of all who were 
gather ed there at that time. Thus , the plan e left Tampico at six o'clock a rrived at 
Tuxpan at seven-fifteen a nd at Mexico Cit y at nine. 

The posta l employees immediately took the mail bags a nd transferred th em to 
a postal truck of the air m a il service whi ch w as then conducted along the roa ds by two 
motorcycle policemen to the Colonia Post Offi ce. There the letters were assorted a nd 
those destined for Mexico City were d eliver ed by Special Delivery Service. 

Meanwhile a t Balbuen a the inaugural ceremony was taking place with the fol­
lowing high officials being present. Senor Eduardo Hay, Subsecretary of Communi­
cations ; Senor Cosm e Hinojosa, Director-gen eral of the Postal Service; Senor Juan 
Guillermo Villasa na, H ead of the Depa rtme nt of Civil Aeronautics of Communica­
tions; Senor Rodolfo Becerra Soto, H ead of the Postal Tra nsportation Depa rtment ; 
Senior Jose Chavez, H ead of the Post-office Departm ent ; a ll of the high officials 
of the different postal d epart m ents; the administrator of the local post office; high 
officials of the department of the Secretary of Communications ; r epresentatives of 
the National Air Force; Senor George H . Rihl , president of the Mexican Aviation 
Company; Senor Gustavo Espinosa Mire les, Vice-president of the same company; the 
entire personnel of the same company; the m embers of the Mexican Aeronautic 
Association; r epresentatives of the press; a nd m a ny other people too numerous to 
m ention. 

The plane was then refueled a nd m a il for Tuxpan a nd Tampico placed aboard. 
A total of seventeen kilos was on ha nd , one sack for Tuxpa n and a noth er with four­
teen kilos for Tampico. Besides the mail ther e were four parcel post packages, two 
of them containing flow ers for the wives of the Municipal President of the port a nd 
the Post-office Administrator. In all there were 1415 le tte r s. 

After the prepara tions , one minute before ten o'clock, Seno r Eduardo Hay , 
representing the President of the R epublic , christened the superb monopla ne, which 
was waiting with its motor running under th e control of the expert ha nd of the pilot, 
Snyder. Senor Hay advanced ar1"tl stood under the left wing of the pla n e a nd pro­
nounced these words which were h eard with a ttent,ion and by the force with which 
they were uttered , dominated the solemn droning of the motor : 
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" Steel bird; bird with rigid wings and with m etal h eart ; In the name of 
the Government of the R epublic I christen you with the name of "Mexico City" 
and hope that you will bring honor to the glorious n a m e and t h a t you will have a 
ha ppy life which m arks this g r eat s tep of huma n progress ." 

Upon fini shin g he broke a bottl e of ch a mpagn e on the under-carria ge of the plane 
which was bathed in the Fren ch win e. At tha t mom ent the crowd burst into cheers. 
Immediately four passengers occupied the cabin . In th e front seats wer e seated 
Senor H ay and Rihl and in t h e r ear seats wer e Senor Billa sana a nd Senor Rodolfo 
Becerra Soto, in r epresen tat io n of t h e Directo r-gen er a l of the Post Office Depa rtment 
who found it impossible to m a k e the trip owing to urge n t dut ies which needed his 
att en t ion . 

At five minutes past te n t h e "City of Mexico" proudly rose, gainin g h e ight, 
passed over th e fi e ld which was a sea of wa ving a rms a nd h a ndkerchiefs sa ying 
goodbye. Afte r passing over Balbuena Snyd er freed three pigeons , a ttach ed to their 
collars w er e tri-co lored ribbons bearin g th e words : R em embrance of the inaugura­
tion of t h e a ir m a il service in the Mexico-Tuxpan-Ta mpico route; Mexican Aviation 
Compa n y. · 

F ollowing th e pla n e wer e four o ther pla nes , t wo milita ry a nd two civil who 
escorted t h e "City of Mexico" to P achuca. Sev er a l minu tes a f te r leaving t he planes 
wer e los t on the h orizon- t h e pos ta l a ir service was d efinitely inaugurated. 

Th e Director Genera l of the Post Office r eceived yesterday, sign ed by the Presi-
dent of t he Cha mber of Commerce of La redo , T exa s , t h e followin g t e legra m : 

Mexican Telegraph Compa ny, W estern Union 17 63 N. L . 3 Ex L a r edo , Tex. 
La r edo , T exa s , April 14 , 19 28. 
Mr. Cosme Hinojosa, Din!ctor Gen eral of th e Post Office, Mexico, D. F . 

Through you the Cha mber of Commer ce warmly congratula tes the Mexican 
Governm ent fo r es t a blishing t h e firs t Pos ta l Air Ma il Service from Mexico to 
T a mpi co . The City of Laredo has jus t acquired a mag nificent piece of ground 
fo r th e cons truc ti on of a modern a irport befittin g the Air Ma il Service between 
the United Sta tes a nd Mexico upon the r ealization of which has the sincer e 
wishes of Nor th Am erican Commerce. 

LAREDO CH AMBER OF COMMERCE , Ch a rles Mumm, Secr e t a r y. 

The Governor of th e F ederal Dis trict of Mexico, Senor Primo Villa Michel, 
yesterda y sent by a ir m a il the followin g letter t o the Governor of th e State of 
Tama ulipas, Sen or Emilio Portes Gil : 

Mexico, D. F . April 14 , 192 8 
Senor Emilio Portes Gil, Govern or of the Sta te of Ta ma ulipas, Victoria City, 
Ta m s . 
Esteem ed friend: 

It is a specia l m a tte r of sat isfac tion tha t this Government a nd in pa rticular 
myself, on the occasion of the ina u guration of the Postal Air Ma il Service which 
will unite th e F eder a l Dis tric t with the Sta te which you so w ell g overn , a service 
which will be a n ew factor of prog r ess on account of the ben efits which it will 
bring in th e future. 

With thi s opportunity, I ask you to accept the s incere wi sh es of the F edera l 
District and special wi sh es of your fri end who esteem s you . 

F . V. MITCHELL. 

WHAT THE MAIL BROUGHT TO TAMPICO 

Tampico, Tams. April 15 :-Today the Pos tal Air Mail Service was inaugurated 
in the m anner amply noted in "The Univer sal", taking four passengers, three pack­
ages of m ercha ndise a nd 19 8 7 pieces of m a il. The same pla n e on a r e turn trip at 
twelve forty-five carri ed from Mexi co City 20 82 pieces of mail and four passengers ; 
th e Subsecretary of Communications; H ead of the Civil Aeron a utic Depa rtment of 
the sa m e; H ead of the Depa rtment of Tra nsporta tion and the President of the Mexican 
Aviation Compa ny who dis tributed copies of "The Universal" which wer e r ead with 
much enthusiasm . I h a ve been informed that some people wer e offer ed two pesos 
for ea ch copy of today's issue of the Great Da ily of Mexico. 

Amon g the public there exists a g r eat inter es t conce rning this service, especially 
in Tuxpan wh er e the posta l servi ce is poor. 
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A Historical Catalog of 

U. S. Stamp Essays and Proofs 
By CLARENCE w. BRAZER. 

(Copyright by t h e A uth o r .) 

(Co n tinu e d from Vol. XIX, Page 176.) 

THE ENGRAVING COMPANIES 

ADDENDA 
The following additional information has been brought to light by further 

r esearch and various r eader s whose help is thankfully acknowledged. 

Vol. XVII No . 2. Page 93 . Add a fter first line a dd: -

1831 ( n-c. TOPP .AN & P. M.A VERICK 

Above portrait of Charles To.ppan add:-

.A $10.00 bank note of the Bank of P enn Township, Philadelphia with manu­
script date of May 4, 1834 (being No. 140 of the series) has the imprint "C. 
Toppan & P. Maverick, Sc." indicating it was engraved by them. On the right 
side of this note is a vignette of B. Franklin between two oval lathe designs 
which appear on a sheet of proofs from banknote dies by Charles Toppan & Co. 
Philadelphia and New York. Peter Maverick died in 1831. 

Page 9 3-Cha.rles Toppan 2nd line after 179 6 add:-

the son of Edward Toppan, worked a short time for Jacob Perkins in Newbury­
port, (.A ) 
~-

Page 94- 2nd line insert this sentence: 

While in London in 1819 Toppan completed his engraving of Washington's 
Farewell .Address on the largest plate engraved in London up to that time, which 
caused much favorable comment there according to a letter he wrote home. 

Omit sentence in second, third and fourth lines and inse rt: -

Toppan returned to New York in 1825 and married Laura .A. Noxon of 
Poughkeepsie, but because some r eal estate transactions proved unprofitable, 
he went to Philadelphia in 1827. 

Page 94 , 25th line, dele te "retiring in 1860 " and inse rt: 

Charles Toppan r esigned as President of th e .American Bank Note Co. on 
March 4, 1859, "being desirous of r elieving myself as far as possible from the 
responsibiliti es and cares of business. '' H e was a member of the Century Club 
in New York and director of the Franklin Institute and P ennsylvania .Academy 
of Fine .Arts, in Philadelphia. 

Page 94-2nd paragraph after th e a ddend a information given in Vol. XVII , No . 
3, page 187- add: -

In May 1861, Charles Toppan and Samuel H. Carpenter of Philadelphia 
(C) were still both 'frustees of the .American Bank Note Co. and owned one 
fifth of th e capital stock. John M. Butler was then a member of Congress elect 
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anc1 'l'oppan , Carpenter & Co. sold him a 20% interest in their postage stamp 
contract which expired June 10, 1861 when the new contract was obtained by 
the National Bank Note Co. John M. Butler and Joseph R. Carpenter then 
formed th e firm of Butler & Carpenter. 

Vol. XVII No. 4, Page 286. Add:-

The accompanying illustration on opposite page is from an engraving of 
SPECIMENS of the work of DURAND & CO., 26 Wall St., New York probably 
printed about 1838. The engine turned engravings are characteristic of the 
work of Cyrus Durand. 

Vol. XVIII No . 1, Page 33, Add after second line: -

1822 -BALCH, RAWDON & CLARK, 55 State St., Albany, N. Y . 
1824 ~-BALCH, RAWDON & CO., 55 State St. , Albany, N. Y. 

At bottom of tabulation of firm s , a dd: -

'l'he beautiful specimens of engravi 11 g illustrated on the 11 ext page are 
by BAIJCH, RAWDON & CLARK dated January 15, 1822, and by their suc­
cessors BALCH, RAWDON & CO. These are exceptionally fine for such early 
engravings. 

Page 35- after 22nd line insert-

HatclJ & Co. in 1871 submitted engraved essays for U. S. Beer Stamps. 

Page 39-after the second paragraph insert:-

On January 1, 1852 new articles of Copartnership were effected as shown 
by the following entry mad e that day on Page 55 of R. W . H. & E. Ledger. 

The Capital Stock of Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & Edson co n sists of a ll the 
B edpieces, Rolls, Machinery, Paper, Furniture and fixtures contain ed in or appertain­
ing to the Offices of the said firm, at New York, Albany, Cincinnati & New Orleans, 
(as more fully set forth in the Inventory of Permanent Stock Book) together with 
the Good Will of all the said establishments. Also of the equal undivided onel h alf 
interest in all the Bedpieces, Rolls , Machin ery , Paper , Furniture & fixtur es (as a lso 
more fully set forth in said Inventory Permanent Stock Books) together with the 
Good Will, of the New England Bank Note Company at Boston. 

Said Capital Stock belong eq u a JI Yi to Freeman Rawdon , Neziah Wright, George 
W . Hatch and Tracy R. Edson, and a ll future additions to th e sam e m ade during th e 
continuance of their Copartnership, shall be made at th e joint expense of , and, (to­
gether with the Good Will,) shall in like manner belong equally to the above named 
Copartners, in accordance with th e terms of Certain Articl es of Copartnership be­
tween them, dated , New York 1st January 1852-

Page 41, a nd the 3rd paragraph, 1st line:-add 

Tracy Rob1"nson Edson, Bank Note Engraver (1809-1881 ) . H e was the 
son of William Jarvis Edson of English ancestry. His first American ancestor 
was Samual Edson born in 1613, who emigrated to Salem, Mass. in 1639 and 
later moved to Bridgewater, Mass. Tracy R. Edson was born at Fly Creek, 
Otsego County, N. Y. on December 12, 1809, and died in New York on Novem-

(A) Memoir of Charles Toppan by Antiquarian & Historical Society of Old Newbury, 
1880. 

(C) From documents in possession of G eorge E. McCa be of Troy, Pa. 
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ber ~9 , 1881. Later his fathers family moved to Oxford, Chenango County and 
thence to Oneonta, N. Y. In 1827, his father, William Jarvis Edson , bought 
54 acres along the Alleghany Road in Batavia, N. Y. but in 1834 moved his 
family to New York City where they lived at 17 Beach St. 

In 1832, Tracy R. Edson began his successful business career in New York, 
where on March 1st he joined a banknote engraving partnership with Freeman 
Rawdon and George Whitfield Hatch as the firm of Rawdo1i, Wright, Hatch 
& Co. of 35 Merchants Exchange, of New York and Ralph Rawdon, Ashbel 
Clark and Neziah Wright of the firm of Rawdon, Clark lf: Co. of Albany, N. Y. 
Each original firm was to conduct business in their respective cities. In 1835 
Tracy R Edson resided in New Orleans as the representative of Rawdon. Wright 
& Hatch and in 1847 the firm name was changed to Rawdon, Wright , Hatch & 
Edson and Edson removed to Nevv York where he shipped his furniture 
about September, 1847. The office in New Orleans was continued under the 
agency of Mr. Schmidt at least until after the Civil War broke out in th e spr ing 
of 1861. 

Note- Delete the last three lines of the third paragraph on page 41 and at 
beginning of next paragraph add-

Individually, Tracy R. Edson purchased the patent of George Matthews 
later in charge of the Montreal, Canada office of the American Bank Note Co. 
for an "indestructible green tint" which th e U. S. Government adopted in 
1863 for printing, in part, of its notes, wh ereby they were called "green back<;." 
Edso11 's royalties from this patent laid the fou11dations fol' his fu ~ ure \\·ea lth. 

In the 4th paragraph, fifth line delete " Thus h e is said to have invented the 
greenback note." 

Tracy R. Ed ·on was a man of critical acumen and administrative energy 
and took an active part in organizing the American Ba11k Note Co. which 
was finally accomplished at a .meeting on April 26, 1858. He is credited with 
going to Washington and eventually securing government contracts for engrav­
ing and printing large quantities of bonds and bank notes about the last of 
June, 1861. His spirited activity greatly advanced the value of the company's 
capital stock from $5,000. according to the Certificate of Incorporation, filed 
April 29, 1858, to a nominal capital of $1,250,000. at the time of its first con­
tracts with the United States Government. Not long afterward the Company. 
it is said. made annual dividends of 30% on its nominal capital. 

The · Gold Stock Telegraph Co. was incorporated August 16, 1867 with a 
capital stock of $200,000 and in 1868 a number of new stockholders increased 
the capital to $500,000 and shortly thereafter Tracy R. Edson became one of 
the largest stockholders. He was elected a director in 1869 and thence a member 
of the Executive Committee. In 1878 he proposed a plan of co-operative union 
with the Western Union Telegraph Co. capitalized at $2,500,000. of which Edson 
became a .member of the Executive Committee. Thomas Alva Edison in 1871 
became superintendent of the Gold Stock Telegraph Co. and Tracy R. Edson 
became interested in him and invested in Thomas Edison's large Newark. N. ,T. 
plant for the manufacture of his invention of the printing telegraphic instru­
ment for transmitting gold and stock quotations, and later in the stock of th e 
Edison Electric Light Co. H e also became financially inter ested in the man1.:1-
facture of zylonites now known as celluloid. a discovery of Daniel Spill of En!!­
land. In all his investments he was richly repaid and recognized as an able 
and powerful :financier. For many years prior to his death he was Treasurer of 
Grace Protestant Episcopal Church in New York. 

Tracy R. Ed. on ( C) was appointed by the Articles of Association of May 
1, 1858, one of the original Trustees of the American Bank Note Co·. and made 
Head of the Business Department. 'rhis executive position r equired consider-
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able orga nizing ability to gather together all the seven associated firms in ~ew 
York and Philadelphia, each of which had branches in other cities throughout 
the United States and Canada. At that time no Secretary had been appointed 
and be acted as temporary Secretary. On Sept. 1, 1858 he submitted a remark­
able hand written organization report to the Board of Trustees which now covers 
16 typewritten pages, and which will be found herein (later) under the history 
of the A. B. N. Co. To him fell the work of standardizing and keeping the ac­
counts of all these branches and finding suitable premises in New York aud 
arranging for th e consolidation of the firms in that city at one office. H e made 
many valuable recommendations, most of which were approved by th e Trustees. 
One of these suggested amalgamation of specimens of work of all the seven asso­
cia1 ed firms in one Art Department in New York and another of apportioning 
shares of stock in the Company to artists and engravers of ''superior ability.'' 
T. R. Edson was Vice President and Acting President of th e A . B . N. C'o. in 
July, 1858. (C) 

Vol. XVII, No. 1 , Page 47 at bottom, al so on page 49 , 8th lin e, dele t e Ch arles 
Edmonds and insert F . W. Edmonds. 

At bottom of page 47 add: -

In th e fall of 1858 ( C) shortly after the founding of the American Bank 
Note Co., negotiations were under consideration for Edmonds, Jones & Smillie 
to consolidate with the A. B. N. Co. but the high salaries requested by these 
gentlemen and the length of duration of their contracts, the price demande<l 
for work and machinery, etc., and a stipulation for r epresentation on the Board 
of Trnstees caused their terms to be rejected by the 'frustees of the A. B. N. n. 

'fhese terms were essentially modified and stipulations as to 'frusteeship 
waived and were r econsidered at a sp ecial meeting of the ''Corpora tors'' of the 
A. R. N. C. on March 9, 1859, held at 48 Merchants Exchange, New York. 1t 
was called to order by President Toppan, and attended by Messers. Rawdon , 
Wright, Edson, Toppan, S. H. Carpenter , Saulnier, M. I. Danforth , E. J. Dan­
forth, P erkins, Bald, Cousland, Bliss, N. Jocelyn, S. S. Jocelyn , Jr., Draper, 
W elsh, W ellstood, Hay, Whiting and Gavit. Mr. P erkins was appointed Chair­
man and Mr. Bliss, Secretary. 

The following r eso lu tion was t hen passed , R esolved , that a vote of this meeting 
be taken in accordance with Article 10th of the Articles of Associat ion upon th e ad­
mission of Messrs. Edmonds, Jones and Smillie as "Corporators" of this Company-

(1) In a n swer to an enquiry, it was stated that the t e rm "Corporators" as made 
use of in the Call for this Meeting had r efer ence to the parties to the " Articl es of 
Association," as r e ferred to in Arti cle X of those Articles-

After a fu ll discussion of the question for and against the admission of Mess r s 
Edmonds, Jones, and Smillie as Corporators, Mr. Wright a nd Mr. Gavit w e r e ap­
pointed tellers, and the vote was then taken, as follows-

Ra wdon, Wright, Hatch & Edson .... . ................. Yea 713 
Toppan, Carpenter & Co. . .............. .. ............. Yea 1 ,8 7 2 Nay 2,441 
Danforth, P erkins & Co .... . .. ..... . ............... . .. Yea 5 ,032 
Bald Cousland & Co. . .. ....... . .. . ...... . . . . . . . ... . .. . Nay 3,070 
Jocelyn, Draper W elsh & Co .. .. . .. ............. . ..... . Yea 8 1 8 
John E . Gavit .. .. ....... . . .... .. .. . ................ . 
Freeman R awdon .. .............. . .... '. .. .. .. .. ...... Yea 

Nay 462 
1,101 

N . Wright .......................... . ............... Yea 1,101 
T. R. Edson . . .... .... ..... . . ... . .......... . ..... ... Yea 1 ,101 
Jno. G. Wellstood . . . . . ........ .................... . Nay 63(} 
D. W. C. Hay ... . .............. .. ... .... ..... .. .... · . . Nay 632 
W. H. Whiting ..................................... Yea 630 
Robert Draper .. . .................... ... ............ Yea 560 
Chs. W elsh . . ... . ....... . . ... .. . ................ . .. Yea 560 

13 ,488 7,235 
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It appearing that four fifths of all the pa rties to the Articles of Association 
counting by shares had not voted in favor of the admission of Messrs. Edmonds , 
Jones & Smillie, they were d eclared not elected-

Afte r which th e m eeting adjourned 
Sinedie--

.According to the 1897 letter of William C. Smillie bereinbefore quoted, 
Edmonds, Jones & Smilfie were soon afterwards, upon a third consideration of 
their terms, taken into th e Ainerican Bank Note Co. 

Vol. XVII No. 2-Page 9 2 above paragraph of Charles W elsh inser t this 
signature, (Charles W elsh ) 

P a ge 96-above second parag raph insert this s ign ature, (Robert Draper ) 

Page 97-above second paragr aph insert this s ignature, (S. H. Carpenter , Jr .) 

Vol. XVIII, No. 4, Page 276, above fourth paragraph insert thi s s ignature, 
(Henry Perkins) 

At end of paragraph a dd: -

H e was one of the original Corporators of the .American Bank Note Co. 
Above the seventh pa ragraph insert thi s s ignature , ( J. D . Bald) 
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Above th e eighth paragraph inse r t this signature, (William Cou s la nd) 

Page 277- a bove fir s t paragraph insert this signature, (Edward A. Moss) 

Above second paragraph in sert this signature, (Albert G. Goodal) 

Above third paragraph insert this s ignature, (Frederick E. Bliss) 

Page 292 above fifth pa ragraph insert this signature, (Edward J. Danforth ) 

Vol. XVIII, No. 1 , P age 29, a bove second pa ragraph insert this signature, (John 
G. Wellstood) 

Above fifth paragraph insert this signature, (De Witt C. H ay) 
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Above sixth paragraph insert this signature, (William H. Whiting) 

Page 31 under portrait insert this signature, (Nathanie l Jocelyn) 

Page 32 above second paragraph insert this signature, (Simeon S. Jocelyn, Jr .) 

Vol. XIX, No. 3, page 176-add:-

Williarn E. Hidden-Designer-(1853-1930 ?) was born in 1853 in Provi­
dence, R. I., and is said to descend from the family whose firm Henry A. Hidden 
& Co. printed the Providence Postmasters stamps. From 1869 to 1878 he was a 
designer and banknote modeler for the National Bank Note Co. In 1877 he made 
an essay drawing in pencil and India ink wash now in the author's collection, for 
the Private Proprietary Revenue stamp for Wm. Gates of Frankfort, Ky. le 
black at the exact size of the :finished stamp, which is signed with the above 
signature. In later years he made his home in Jersey City and was an ardent 
philatelist, removing to southern California where he died. His collection was 
sold privately about 1913. He was quite a mineralogist and the discoverer at 
Stony Point, N. C. in 1879 of "hiddenite" a green transparent gem stone, which 
bears his name. Later he was employed by Tiffany & Co. in New York. 

THE CONTINENTAL BANK NOTE COMPANY 

By act of Feb. 25, 1862 Congress authorized an issue of Legal Tender Notes 
in denominations from $5.00 to $1000.00. According to a pamphlet written by 
W. Ii. Ormsby, Sr. at the time, entitled ''Cycloidal Configurations or the Harvest 
of Counterfeiters", Secretary of the Treasury, Salmon P. Chase, delegated the 
award of the contract for printing these notes to J . P. Cisco, Assistant to the 
Treasury then in New York. He also said there were then only three firms in 
the country capable of producing these notes, namely the American Bank Note 

(D) Some of this inform a tion was kindly furnished b y Thomas F. Morris. 
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Co., the National Bank Note Co. and the New York Bank Note Co. (not in­
corporated). Since 1844 W. L. Ormsby, Sr. had been in business as a Bank 
Note Engraver in New York City. The above pamphlet exposed what he claimed 
were tricks of bank note engraving generally practiced at the time, and par­
ticularly charged that bank note plates for the Confederate States had been 
made, (but notes not delivered ) by all three of these companies, prior to a U. S. 
Presidential proclamation forbidding commerce with the enemy. A story about 
government seizure of these plates was published in th e New York World on 
April 26, 1861. 

Such were the conditions at the time the ContinMital Bank Note Co. was 
founded in January 1863 (D ) by some New York gentlemen who employed the 
few remaining independent engravers. They began operating late in March 
1863. Waterman L. Ormsby, Sr. was one of the first employees but held no 
stock, and was not very active after Secretary S. B . Chase insisted he have 
nothing to do with 'freasury work, though he drew a salary of $5,000 per year 
until 1867. Alex C. Wilson, uncle of Tuoro Robertson, was the first president 
and was active in obtaining contracts from the Treasury Department early in 
1863. A Mr. Dunbar and Wm. D. Wilson were also active agents. J . Tuoro 
Robel'tson was Secretary until Nov. 30th, 1863 when he became General Super­
intendent . 

On Dec. 9, 1863 an adjourned Annual Meeting of the stockholders took 
place and the President and 'I'reasurer were re-elected. The office of Vice 
President was then created and a;iven to Wm. D. 'Wilson and Mr. Ru.-,sell .• Jr. 
was elected Secretary. Tuoro Robertson , was elected General Manager or 
Superintendent. 

Mr. Dunbar was President in Sept. 1866 and Alfred Edwards, W. D. 
Wil son, Mr. Moore, Silas M. Stilwell, and Homer Stuart were trustees. William 
D. ·wilson was President for a while but, at the Annual Meeting on Dec. 3, 1866 
all trustees were re-elected, Mr. Moore-Secretary and Tuoro Robertson­
Treasurer . President Dunbar resigned Jan. 23, 1867 and Silas l\IL Stilwell was 
elerted President. 

They occupied the four upper lofts of the building still standing at 114 
Greenwich St. (corner of foberty St.), and then owned by J . P . Cisco, Assistant 
to the U. S. Treasury Dep 't. who was instrumental in influencing Government 
contracts . Altho the Bureau of Engraving and Printing was established by 
Congress in the Act of July 11, 1862, it was not set up until Aug. 28, 1862 and 
did no engraving or printing until after Nov. 20, 1862. All United States bank 
notes were made by private companies until 1876. Some of the backs of the 
first Postage currency prior to May 27, 1863 were printed and all the second 
issue of Oct. 10, 1863 were engraved and printed by the Bureau of Engraving 
& P r inting. The Continental competed with the American and National Bank 
Note Companies for Treasur y Department issues. Th eir first models were com­
pleted March 27th. On April 2d, a Mr. Russell and Mr. Edwards each bought 
15 shares of stock at $500. par value per share, or a total of $15,000. 

On April 11th, 1863, the 0. B. N. Co. also submitted models in competition 
for new Treasury notes, but all proposals of the three bank note companies were 
rejected and fourteen new designs for National Currency and Treasury notes 
we!'e r equired by May 8th. On l\Iay 26th the engraving of the only notes author­
ized, the National Currency 5 's and 10 's were awarded to the Continental 
·B. N. Co. The National B. N. Co., the American B . N. Co. and Butler & Car­
penter of Philadelphia were said to have formed a coalition against the C. B. ~­
Co. The first proofs of the face and back of the first $5 National Currency were 
printed Nov. 30th, 1863, on bank note paper with and without the bronze, and 
sent to Washington with an effort "to procure the abolishment of the detestabl e 
bronze." This effort was su ccessful in omitting the bronze and they were 
orcler et1 to proceed with printing 300,000 sheets. They were also then given 
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the contract for printing the two year Trea:sury note:;. All this work put over 
20 presse:s to work immediately. They also deliver ed notes to the First National 
Bank of Washington abont Dec. 10, 1863. Th e large die of the $5.00 National 
Bank Note was hardened Dec. 7th and the transfer roll taken up on Dec. 9th 
by Ormsby and hard ened the next day, but it broke down on Dec. 15th after 
making two impressions on th e plate. The transfer roll of the back oval of 
Columbus, engraved by Bannister , was made and hardened D ec. 10th also by 
Ormsbv but broke down on Dec. 14th and had to be remade. John Moore was 
blamed. for the failures as well as breaking a transfer press. 

During the sixties they had contracts for 'l'ax Paid R evenue stamps, but on 
Sept. 15, 1866, their models for B eer stamps were returned and the contract 
given to the National B . N. Co. Business looked doomed for the Continental. 
Mr. Dunbar then was President at a salary of $10,000 per year. The annual 
mef' ting was stormy and on Jan. 23, 1867, 'l.'uoro Robertson bought Dunbar's 
elewn shares of stock for $5,500 and Dunbar resigned. 

Th e C. B. N. Co. submitted essays with a bid for a Postage Stamp Contract 
which bear a bl"ue oval hand stamp dated Dec. 30, 1869, probably applied after 
award of the contract for the 1869 issue. These le, 2c, 3c, and 6c are Mason 's 
114, 115, 116 and 117 similar in design to Continental Snuff 'l'ax Paid R evenue 
stamps of a large numeral upon which the lettering and small vignette. werP 
superimposed. On January 25, 1873, they secured th e contract for all U. S. 
Postage Stamps, later including Official and Newspaper stamps, for a term of 
four years from May 1, 1873. They were again successful on February 28, 1877 
and they held th e Postage Stamp Con tra ct until consolidation with the American 
Bank Note ro. on December 27. 1878, after which this contract was executed 
by tbP latter company. 

At the time the Postage Stamp Contract of Jan. 25, 1873 was signed by 
the Continental Bank Note Co., Homer H. Stuart was President and Jared K. 
Meyers, Secretary. 'l'he accompanying bond was also signed by John J. Morrell, 
J. '1'uoro Robertson, and John C. Fremont. 

The Continental designers and engravers in cluded some of the most expert 
of their time, including Atwood Porter , Letter Engraver; Joseph Claxton , De­
signer & Engraver ; Henry S. Beckwith, Pictorial Engraver; James S. King, 
Allegorical Engraver ; Prosper Ourdan , Portrait Engraver ; and Charles Skin­
ner, Portrait & Pictorial Engraver; F enwick, a L etter and General Engraver; 
J. l\feignelle, Square Letter & Scroll EngTaver , 1866; and George H. Staynor 
in charge of production . 

'l'he main offices were at 142-144-146 Greenwich St. until Consolidation 
with th e American in 1878. '!.'h ey had a Nassau St. office in ] 866 . In J873 they 
had other printing premises on William St. During J874. 5, and 6, they a lso 
had premises at 120 Broadway. 

Pursuant (E ) to an agreement dated F ebruary 7, 1873, Charles F . Steel 
began a four years contrast on April 1, 1873 as Superintendent of the manufac­
ture and delivery of U. S. Postage Stamps, to prepare, make and manufacture 
such stamps in such manner and such quantities as the Company should from 
time to time direct and r equire. H e issued the paper to the printer and r eceived 
it from the printing room. After the stamps wer e printed they came into hi.s 
custody and he kept all the accounts of gumming-, perforating, pressing, packing 
and delivery of the stamps. (See Volume XIX No. 3, Page 176. ) Th e Com­
pany furnished the gum, the wage. of th e machinist and the machinery of that 
department with power and heat, the materials for packing in cluding blanks, 
stationery, twine, wrapping paper, sealing wax, gumming brushes, steam for 
boiling the gum , and stood losses incurred in imperfect finishing of the stamps. 

(E) Court of Cl a im s No. 11877-Th e Contin e ntal Bank Note Co. vs. THE UNITED 
STATES. (For add iti onal paym e nt for offic ia l sta mps). 
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Steel contracted and paid for all labor. After the stamps left the printer it cost 
the Continental Company about $74.00 per million to finish them. 

In the Continental Company's stamp department there were ten presses 
(and other presses in the William Street office ) , which had a capacity of about 
75,000 impressions or 15,000,000 stamps a week with 200 on an impression, which 
included the general stamps and most of the official stamps. 

In the latter part of 1875 there were about 27 million U. S. Official stamps 
printed on the order of Homer H. Stuart, President of the Continental Co., 
issned in th e middle of August. Steel 's bill for finishing the stamps was dated 
in December. At th e time Congress had discussed discontinuation of the Official 
stamps and the manufacturer made up a large supply in order to be able to 
charge them to th e government under their contract. 

On or about January 25, 1876 Steel was ordered to manufacture a four 
months stock, or a supply of 200,000,000 postage stamps and have same teady 
anC. finished by the 1st of April, 1877. 'rhe Company charged that Steel re­
fused, neglected, and failed to execute 8aid order and to make or manufacture 
the said postage stamps, and only made 78,000,000. 

On March 31, 1877, when Steel left the employ of the Continental Bank 
Note Company, there were on hand in the neighborhood of 30,000,000 unfinished 
starnps. 'I'he Continental Company's postage stamp contract terminated May l , 
1877. .Judge Monell was President in March 1877 about which time they had 
four presidents in one year. 'rhe Company was then controlled by George H. 
Staynor, not th en an officer. J. 'ruoro Robertson 1vas Superintendent of tb~ 
Continental Bank Note Co. in August of 1875. 

At the time of Consolidation with the American Bank Note Co. in 1878 
the officers were- Homer H. Stuart, President; Jared K. Meyers, Secretar~' · 
Among the Continental shareholders at that time were also Lewis Delnoce (25 ) , 
F. Girsch (25 ), Warren D. Hatch (150 ) , Jas. P. l\Iajor (75), William C. Smillie 
(100 ) . George H. Danforth (800 ) , Jared K. l\foyers (115 ) and W. F. Costen­
bader (25 ). 

Waterman Lilly Orrnsby, Engraver & Siderographer (1809-1883 ) . 
Born in Hampton, Conn., in 1809; died in Brooklyn, N. Y., Nov. 1, 1883. 

Ormsby was a student in th e National Academy of Design in 1829; and engrav­
ing over his own name in Albany, N. Y. at an early date. He also engraved for 
Carte1· Andrews & Co. of Lancaster, Mass. Being of a decided mechanical bent 
of mind he invented a ruling machine, a transfer press and a "grammagraph' ', 
a device for engraving on steel directly from medals, medallions, etc., this latter 
machine, or a modification of it, was called a "pantograph". With these ma­
chines he produced much work. Ormsby was a very excellent line engraver 
and in 1852 he published ''Ormsby 's Bank Note Engraving'' and in 1863 was 
one of the first employees and siderographer of the Continental Bank Note Com·­
pa'l'ly of New York. It is claimed he assisted S. F. B. Morse and Henry A. 
Mun>:on in the invention of the Morse Alphabet. ( 4 ) 

From 1844 to 1850 he was in busin ess as a Bank Note Engraver at 116 
Fulton Street, in 1851 and 1852 at 12 Vesey Street, from 1854 to 1862 at 50 
·wall Street, and in 1863 at 16 Nassau Street. 1n 1844 he engraved the large 
American I.Jetter Mail stamp which bears his name. 

About 1862 he published a pamphlet entitled "Cycloidal Configurations or 
th e Harvest of Counterfeiters". 

Waterman L. Ormsby, Jr., Siderographer ( 1835 ~-1880 n . 
He was first listed in th e N. Y. City directory from 1858 to 1863 as a Re­

porter, when bis listing was "Engraver" ( Siderographer ) with the Continental 
Bank .Vote Co. until 1867. After this he is again listed as an "Engraver and 
Reporter" until 1870 wh en he r eturned to th e C. B. N. Co. until 1873. In 1874 
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and 5 he is listed only at his home and in 1879 again as a Reporter. His per­
sonal printed card (F ) gives many more of his various more interesting activi­
ties as shown by the following : 

W . L. ORMSBY, JR. 

Superintendent of Transferring- Continental Bank Note Company. 
President New York Liberal Club ( successor to Horace Greeley). 

President Board of Managers Abingdon Club. 
Chief of the Modoc Department, American Institute . 

Editor LEE LITERARY JOURNAL. 
Membe r of the Mercantile Library. 

Member of the Third Univer salist Society. 
Ex-Tempora ry Stenographe r , Superior Court, Part II . 

Ex-Reporter and Correspondent NEW YORK HERALD, TIMES and SUN. 
Ex-Cerogra phe r. 

Ex-Spectacle Maker. 
First Passen ger on th e Overland Mail Route to California. 

Apostl e of Enlighte n ed Se lf-Inter est. 
Brother-in-Law of Editor of th e GRAPHIC. 

Brother-in-Law of "Jennie June." 
Son of th e Inventor of th e Kale idogra ph . 

F a ther of Twins. 
RESIDENCE , 749 GREENWICH STREET. 

(Over the Butch e r' s Shop.) 

Photo by Courte s y of Thomas F . Mo r r is. 

TOURO ROBER'l'SOl\" 

Judah TO'Uro Robertson, (G) Executive and Inventor (1841-1900 ) one of 
the Founders of the Continental Bank Note Company, was born March 7, 1841 

(F) B y courtesy of Th o m as F. Mor r is. 
(G) Th e above is quote d from d a t a a sse mbl e d b y Th o m as F . M orri s, J r., o f Di sti n­

guished Bank Note Men o f th e 19th C•3ntury. 
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in Philadelphia, Pa. and died in New York on January 5, 1900. His father, 
Colonel William Howland Robertson, was aide de camp on Gen. Jackson's staff 
at the Battle of Pensacola, and later American Consul at Havana, Cuba. There 
Touro enter ed commerce but left to take up studies in Middleboro, Conn. and 
upon completion of which he decided to follow the sea, and went on one of his 
father's ships which plied between Havana and Liverpool. Upon th e death of 
his fath er he came to New York at the age of seventeen years and engaged in 
the Printing business. At the ontbreak of th e Civil War he enlisted in the 
'l'welfth Regiment of New York for six months, but was invalided home and saw 
no active service. Upon his recovery in 1863 he was induced to put some money 
in the Continental Bank Note Company (a newly formed company) by his 
Guardian, then editor of Th e New York 'l'imes. Because of the early r ever ses 
of the Company he soon decided it was necessary to learn the business himself 
or lose th e mon ey he bad put into it. 

Robertson enter ed th e employ of the Continental in January 1863, as Sec­
retary, when only 22 years of age, and in successive steps became Manager , 
General Superintendent and Vice-President, and when the Continental was con­
soli dated with the American Bank Note Co., he was elected a Vice-President and 
a Trustee of the latter Company . During his early period Robertson carri ed 
through successfully the production end of the work. H e was possessed of 
vision, was of great dynami c force, an indefatigable worker ; and it can be re­
liably stated his success in th e bank note field was largely due to his untiring 
efforts in promoting the interests of Continental stockholders. His patents were 
used by the C. B. N. Co. exclusively. 

Not alone did he assist in carrying tb e executive load but through the years 
was keenly interested in the production end of the business. Mr. Robertson had 
a wry inventive mind and an aptitude for mechanical problems. A genius in 
the art of designing special machinery and labor saving devices, be is credited 
with many improvements which brought the bank note business to a high statP 
of efficiency and skill, and many of his improvements are still being used 
wherever engraved steel plate work is utilized. 

H e was invited to join the staff of one of the largest printing machine manu­
facturers but his love for and associations with the Bank Note business proved 
more to his liking. In 1870 he invented and patented the first steel plate print­
ing press to be used in connection with steam power. Later, improvements in­
volving wipers and polisher s were placed upon the machine, this being the first 
successful steam plate printing machine, all of which function s were automatic. 
~fany patents were granted to him , some outsid e the field of bank note develop­
ment. This list is for bank note work only. 

Patent No. 113,346-lmprove m en t in Printing Presses (Ap ril 4, 1 87 1 ) 
Patent No. 12 3,9 33- Improvement in Plate Printing Machinery (Feb. 20, 1 872) 
Patent No. 130 ,153- lmprovement in Printing Presses (Aug. 6 , 1872) 
Patent No. 175,875-lmprovem ent in Coupon Bonds (April 11, 1 876) 
Patent No . 181 ,59 7-lmprovem ent in Processes of R enovating Was te Ink 

(Aug. 29, 1 876) 
Patent No. 541 ,985-Plate Printing Press (July 2, 1895) 
Patent No. 549 ,9 76- Automatic Wiper & Polishe r for Pl a t e Printing Presses 

(Nov. 19 , 189 5) 
P atent No . 590,114- F eed er Attachment for Printing Presses (Sept. 14 , 1897) 
Patent No. 590,115-Feeder for Printing Presses ( Sept. 14 , 1897) 
Patent No . 592,664- Inking Device for Plate Printing Presses (Oct. 26, 1897) 

During Mr. Robertson 's bank note car eer numerous problems in printing 
machinery presented themselves from time to time both typographical and plate. 
It is recalled by members of his family of evenings spent walking the floor, 
working out the various devices for his machines, the drawing board on a table, 
the inks, etc. r eady at hand to jot down the ideas as he evolved them. The men 
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who knew he worked hard during office hours could hardly grasp the added 
fact of these hours spent at home, but the Bank Note Companies did r ecognize 
his ability and were mindful of what he accomplished. 

During the Seventies and Eighties practically all the currency of South 
Am erica, the stamp work of the United States Government, besides quite a large 
part of the U. S. paper money was printed on machines of his invention. Special 
machinery for r ailroad ticket work, coupons, numbering attachments and num­
bering machines, feeder attachments and inking devices for printing presses, 
improvement in processes of Renovating Waste Ink, all of which was used in 
bank note work, can be credited to the ingenious mind of Mr. Robertson. 

·when the first elevated railroads were being built on th e str eets of New 
York he and his machinist Alec Reed as a bobby built two miniature steam 
engines and passenger cars of exact scale and placed them in operation upon a 
miniature elevated structure in th e basement of his r esidence. 

At the time of the Consolidation he was made a Trustee of the American 
Bank Note Company which position he held until his death. In 1881 he was a 
Vice President of that company, and continued in th at capacit~r until his death 
in 1900. 

P h o t o by Cou r t e sy of Tho m as F . Morr is 

~-~ 
Joseph Claxton, Designer & Script Engraver (1831-1910) . 
He was born December 10, 1831 at Bury St. Edmunds, England and died 

March 10, 1910. He came to the United States about 1850 establishing himself 
in business as an Engraver , at 64 John St., New York. H e continued there until 
1872 when he joined the Con tinental Bank Note Co. Jos. Claxton was known 
as the father of upright script engraving. He was also a good designer and I 
have seen some of his signed model essays made for the C. B . N. Co. of the 
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frames for U. S. Official postage stamps that were issued in 1873. He also 
designed for the C. B. N. Co. an essay submitted by them for a 3 cent postage 
stamp, (Mason's 113) with bead of Columbia wearing a feather head dress on 
which th e square letter engraver first engraved Portage for Postage. H e had 
,charge of th e designing department fo r the C. B . N. Co. but went to Europe 
about 1877, and when he returned Atwood Porter held this position. In 1878 
at the time of the consolidation he became an engraver for the American Bank 
Note Co. where hi. son Willi am Claxton also was employed most of his li fe. 

Frederick Girsch, Pictorial Engraver ( 1821-1895). 
Born (4) in Biedingen, a suburb of Darmstadt, Germany, March 31, 1821; 

died in Mt. Vernon, N. Y. Dec. 18, 1895. Left an orphan at an early age, young 
Girsch was forced to assist in the support of his mother and four sisters; and to 
this end he made use of his exceptionally natural talent for drawing. Having 
r eceived some instruction in painting from a local artist, one Carl Seeger, he 
earned some money by portrait painting, and his portrait of a Princess attracted 
such general attention that a sufficient sum was raised by subscription to enable 
him to pursue his art studies at the Royal Academy of Darmstadt, then one of 
the leading art institutions of Germany. H e remained in Germany until the 
Revolution of 1848, when he obtained official permission to further pursue his 
studies in Paris, but he left that city for the United States in 1849. 

Mr. Girsch settled in New York, and having in the course of his art studies 
leamed to etch and to engrave in line, the first work executed by him in this 
coun try was done for the then "New Yorker Criminal Zeitung". As was then 
the custom, this publication issued "premium" engravings, and Mr. Girsch 
engraved two of these-" Die H elden der Revolution " and "Niagara Falls." 
H e rapidly improved in the quality of his line work and made a number of 

· portraits for the publisher s of New York City. 
But it is as a bank-note engraver that Mr. Girsch did his best work and 

achieved a reputation. The issue of paper money by the Government, soon 
after th e outbreak of the Civil War, demanded a class of work much superior 
to the ea rlier private bank-notes, and the most skilled line-engravers of the 
COlmtry were employed by the bank-note company (The Continental Bank 
Note Co. ) commissioned to provide this new money. Girsch soon found a 
recognized place among these men and was engaged in bank-note work prac­
tically up to the time of his death ( 1895 ). 

Mr. Girsch engraved the "De Soto discovering the Mississippi" on the bark 
of one of the early $10 notes, the head of Liberty on the 15-cent fractional cur­
reucy. and the portrait of Washington on the 25-cent note of the same currency. 
H e was particularly proud of a plate of peculiar interest and now almost un­
known. This was the plate, 12x14 ins. of the "Legion of Honor", impressions 
from which President Lincoln proposed to present to all honorably discharged 
officers and soldiers at the close of the Civil War. This plate was finished, but. 
the tragic death of the President and the r esulting confusion in public affairs 
prevented his intentions from being carried out, and very few impressions of the 
plate are in existence. 
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At the age of seventy-three years lVIr. Girsch engraved, in etching and in 
line, a large plate entitled "Grand lVIa 's Toast", which is an excellent piece of 
work ; but another plate, "The Gypsey Girl ", 51hx71h ins. , and executed for 
"his own pleasure", about the same time, is in pure line and is probably as 
meritorious a plate as was ever engraved by him. ( 4 ) 

In 1878 he own ed 25 shares of stock in the Continental Bank Note Company. 

DANI EL F . CAUGHLAN 

Photo by Co urtesy of Thomas F. Morr is 

Daniel F. Caughlan, (H ) Engraver & Siderographer (1851-1934). Born 
October 10, 1851 in Birmingham, England. Died in Yarmouth Port, Mass. 
August 15, 1934 in his 83rd year. His family upon coming to America settled 
~n Melrose, N. Y. After leaving school he was apprenticed full time to learn 
one of the building trades. Later occurred an opportunity to become a pupil 
of l ;ewis Delnoce the then well-known portrait and pictorial engraver . He 
started his bank note career with the C01itinental Bank Note Co. as a letter 
engraver and was still with that Company in 1878 at the time of the Consolida­
tion with the Ameri can B. N. Co. About 1883 he went into the engraving busi­
ness under the firm name of Caiighlan & B erry, but in 1885 he went to Montreal 
with the newly formed Canadian Bank Note Co. After studying the art of 
transferring with th em, in 1887 he became affiliated wit h the John A. Lowell 
Bank Note Co. then located at 147 Franklin St., Boston, lVIass. He then spe­
cialized in siderography and in his early days with the latter concern did much 
of the lathe engine work for their stock Certificates and Bonds. H e also did 
engraving and transferring as well as the secret hardening of all dies rolls and 
plates. While there he originated a formula for "annealing". Upon the liqui­
dation of the J . A . Lowell Co. in 1915, he again became associated with the 
American B. N. Co. as a siderographer until his retirement in May 1928, in his 
78th year . He was one of the organizers of the International Siderographer's 
Association and served as a Director and Vice President. H e was high in the 
Councils of several Masonic societies in New England. 

(To be continu ed . ) 
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Stamp Machines and Coiled Stamps 
By GEORGE P. HOWARD. 

(Cont inu ed from Vol. XIX, page 261.) 

THE BRINKERHOFF STAMP-VENDING MACHINE COMPANY 
Mr. F. H. Brinkerhoff of Sedalia, Missouri, was the inventor of a machine 

for making change, to which he added a stamp-vending unit, thus producing 
the Brinkerhoff Stamp Seller and Money Changer. 'rhe machines were built 
in Sedalia, but the Brinkerhoff Stamp Vending Machine Company formed to 
distribute them had its central office in Denver, Colorado. Early in 1909 they 
adopted the name of 'rhe Postal Vending Manufacturing Company. At that 
time th ey were licensed to operate machines in the states of Arizona, Colorado, 
Idaho, Iowa, Montana, Nebraska, I\evacla, New Mexico, South Dakota, Utah and 
Wyoming. 

T h e 190H Bri n kel'l1o ff 1'1nchine . 

As a fitting introduction to the clescription of th e Brinkerhoff machine, I 
shall quote from an early 1909 achertising circular of th e company:-

'l'he Brinkerh off Stamp Seller a n d Money Changer 

A master mechanic has transmitted to this mute masterpiece of mechanical 
accuracy his own superior genius . It does th e work of many hands .and much brains. 
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The Brinkerhoff Stamp Seller and Money Changer is a lmost a miracle of acc uracy 
when the g r eat variety of its operations a r e cons idered . It ranks s ide by side with 
t h e best machine eve n in this age of mechanical excellence, and has received r ecog­
nition from those in t h e hig hest positions . 

. . . The inventor has wrought w ell. H e has produced the first perfect m ec ha ni­
cal clerk ever made that was capa ble of selling stamps in varying quantities , a nd m ak­
ing its own change. This m ach in e is strictly a utomatic,-it is ever busy, does actu a l 
work, stick s to th e job, is n ever "stuck," and never strikes. It does a strictl y cash 
business , coll ects its own fees , keeps its own accounts, strikes its own ba lances, and 
registers its sales and profits. It takes any American silver coin , does its own 
so rtin g, re-stocks itself with ch a nge to pay out, a nd is next to infallible. 

1\ othing bashful about that :first sentence !- or any part of it fo r that 
matter. But the funny part about this write-up is the fact that the machine, 
wh en it worked, would not only do what was claimed, but a whole lot more. 
In fact it was without doubt the most intricate machine ever invented for the 
simpl e purpose of making postage stamps accessible to the public. Th e final 
patent on this machine (1 ) with all its improvements covers 109 pages :- 60 pages 
illustrating over one hundred drawings of parts and 49 pages describing the 
101 claims. The manufacture and upkeep of such an intricate machin e must 
have been so expensive that any hope of profit from penny sales was dealing in 
futures to say the least. 

'l'o operate the Brinkerhoff Machine a coin of any value from five cents to a 
silver dollar was placed in the projecting slot at the top of the machin e. This 
started the motor which ran all parts of th e machine, and which kept running 
until the credit established was entirely spent. Let us put a fif ty cent piece 
in the machine. 

First of all the coin will be tested for genuineness. If it is a counterfeit 
it will be very embarrassing for us because a gong will ring to notify everyone 
in th e Yicinity that ·we should be apprehended and turn ed over to justice. Let 
us hope our coin passes all the tests. If our coin should be of lead it will be 
bent by the machin e and rejected. If it has been made of any other metal 
cheaper than silver it will be 15 to 20 % lighter, size for size. So our coin will 
be measured for size. First it must be of the correct diameter or it will be 
r ej ected . 'l'b en it will be measured for thickness and switched, according to its 
t hickness, to th e proper weighing scale, which is gauged to fit and accept the 
coin if it is not light weight. Having passed all these tests our 50c piece piles 
up on top of the other 50c pieces in the machine and establishes a 49c cr edit-­
t he other penny being th e machine's profit. 

In the machin e illustrated in this article there are two buttons on tlte 
right-hand side near the directions for operation. One of these is for stamps 
a nd one for change. Later mach ines vended both l e and 2c stamps, both stamp 
strip: feed ing out parallel openings on the left-hand side of the machin e. '!'he 
two buttons to operate th ese were on th e left and the change button on the 
right. Let us suppose our 50c piece is in one of these machines. To get l c 
stamps we will push th e l e stamp button and the stamps will feed out in a 
strip If these are the privately perforated stamps of the Brinkerhoff Company, 
as each stamp feeds forward a knife blade will make cuts on a line with the two 
perforation holes to make it easy to tear the stamps from the strip . If these 
are Bureau perforated coils, there will be no cutting blade, but as each row of 
perforations passes a certain' point it will ring a bell. W e shall let the bell 
ring ten times and then r elease the button and tear off our strip of ten le 
stamps. W e now have a 39c credit left in the machine. 

If we now want some 2c stamps, we will push the 2c stamp button. Let 
us buy ten 2c stamps in the same manner , leaving a 19c credit. To get our 
change we push the change button on the right-hand side of the machine. As 
our credit is less than 25c, it is the lOc coins that will start to move down their 

(1) Pate nt No. 15 55100, A V e nding Machin e for Postage Sta mps, granted S eptem ber 
29 , 1925, to F. H. Brinke rh off, t h e n of C linton, Iowa. Appli cation fi l ed D ece mber 8, 1916 
a nd r e n e w e d F e bruary 26, 1925. 
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track. As soon as one has passed a registering point on its way to the change 
receptacle, that track will close as our credit will be down to 9c. Then the 
nickels will start to move down their track, and when one bas passed the regis­
tering point that track will be shut and the pennies will feed out until four 
haye been discharged when our "credit " will be exhausted and the motor will 
stop. . 

So we pocket our stamps and change and go away, somewhat disappointed 
because we could not see how it all worked. A better student of psychology 
would have put this machine in a plate glass case and charged a five-cent fee 
for each transaction. Who would not pay five cents to see a three-ring circus 1 
Arnl incidentally this machine could be set to deduct more than le as its foe, 
or even to sell stamps at face value. 

Brinkerhoff Type I Perforntion 

Early coils for the Brinkerhoff machin e were made in the following manner. 
Imperforate sheets of 400 stamps were run through an electrically operated 
stripping machin e which cut them into vertical rows about 20.4mm wide. The 
strips, 20 stamps long, were then pasted together, the bottom margins being cut 
off and part of the top margins being used for the paste-up flap. 'l'bere was 
sometimes a slight variation in the width of the strips so that the coil edges may 
not exactly match in width at the paste-up. (This would not be found in 
Schermack or l\failometer coils which were stripped after the sheets were pasted 
togetlwr ). The long coil strip was then run through an electrically operated 
punch machine which perforated th e holes and also wound the coils . 

... ... - - ... - - - . 

•••• • • • • • • • • 

- --- ... ... - ... 
Brin kt" 1'ho f[ 'l'ype I. '11y 1>e I a s fh·st i llustrn tctl . 

At the time Brinkerhoff stamps first attracted philatelic attention (early 
1909 ) th e company was using a two-hole perforation. One of the earliest 
listings of these coils is found in l\Iekeel 's News and Trade Circular, No. 21. 
\Vhile this is an undated publication, it must have been printed after February 
1909 as one of th e four Brinkerhoff items listed is the 2c Lincoln stamp. Two 
issues later, in Circular No. 23, it was stated that this two-hole perforation "was 
preceded experimentally by a perforation of four large holes.'' This perfora­
tioT1 was illustrated, and th e illustration was used thereafter in all of l\'Iekee1 's 
listings, and was copied by :-;everal other persons who listed Privately Perforated 
Coils. But it was not the perforation which l\Ir. Mekeel himself sold as 
Brinkerhoff 'fype I. Correspondence from Mr. Brinkerhoff which was quoted 
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in the first of this series of articles( 2 ) shows that some eight or fen thousand 
stamps were perforated for Mr. Mekeel by the Brinkerhoff Company. We may 
assume that this lot included both Type I and Type II perforations. The 
Type I Brinkerhoff stamps which Mr. Mekeel sold, with his control mark on 
the back as a guarantee that they were genuinely perforated by the company, 
have four holes each smaller than the holes of the Type II perforation. The 
perforation illustrated by Mr. Mekeel was similar to the two pairs shown here, 
having holes slightly larger than those of the two-hole perforation. 

'fwo pairs are shown here so that the reader may note the variations in 
the spacing of the holes on different pairs of the same item, as well as in different 
rows on any one pair. These spaces vary from 2.0mm to 2.8mm, and even the 
variations are not constant on any two rows of perforations. The perforation 
holes measure approximately 2.4mm in diameter, but exact measurement is 
difficult as the holes have rough edges and are not perfectly round. They give 
every appearance of having been punched, one at a time, by hand. 'fhis ques­
tionable perforation was apparently made in the spring of 1909, as it exists on 
all imperforate stamps that were current at that time :- the le, 2c carmine and 
2c lake of the 1902-03 Issue, the le, 2c, 3c, 4c and 5c of the 1908-09 Issue, and 
the 2c Lincoln stamp. 'l'hey are quite scarce and, I believe, quite worthless. 

The Brinkerhoff experimental Type I perforation of four small holes was 
tried on the le green and 2c carmine of the 1902-03 Issue. All other imperforate 
stamps, including the lake shade of the 2c Issue of 1903, were issued after the 
perforation had been discarded for Type II. It will, J;iowever, be found on the 
three stamps mentioned of the 1902-03 Issue, on all five imperforate values 
of the 1908-09 Issue, and on the 2c Lincoln. A few rare examples of the Type I 
perforation exist on the Alaska-Yukon stamp, coiled sidewise. During 1!109 
the Brinkerhoff Company adopted the policy of only perforating such stamps 
as they were actually using, and in the form in which they were being used. (3 ) 

The Type I perforator was apparently put away and forgotten until after the 
1912 Issue appeared, when it was used to perforate the le and 2c Bureau im­
perforate coils of that issue. 

On the Brinkerhoff Type I perforation the centers of the perforation holes 
are exactly 5mm apart. The holes are spaced 3.2mm apart and the diameter 
of each hole is l.8mm, making the overall length of the four holes 16.8inm. 
This perforation was not satisfactory for public use as there were too few per­
foration holes to serve as a means for separating the stamps. If used in con­
junction with a cutting blade in the machine each stamp, as it fed from the 
machine, would have to be picked up separately by the customer. To make it 
possible to feed the stamps ont in one strip a different form of perforation was 
adopted. 

Brinkerhoff Type II Perforation 

This is a two-hole perforation which served merely as a feed control in the 
operation of the vending machine. It was applied to the stamps, after they 
had been made into imperforate coils, by an electrically operated punch machine. 
The coils were then rolled and were ready for use in the machines. Such a 
perforation was particularly adapted for machine use as it gave maximum 
strength to the coil strip, there being very little paper cut away. Each perfora­
tion hole measures 2.3mm in diameter, and they are spaced just over 12mm 
apart. The perforation, however, was not complete since it provided no means 
for separating a stamp from the coil strip . The final step in the perforating 
was the cutting of small slits at the point where the stamps were to be sepa­
rated. 'fhis was done by small blades in the vending machine itself, just before 
the stamps were ejected from the machine. 

(2) Coll e ctors Club Philate li s t, Vol. XIX, No. 1, pg. 30 . 
(3) S ee l e tter r e f erred to in footnot e 2. 
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Brlnkerllolf 'rYl>e II. TY1>e B Sepurntion. 

Therefore th e Brinkerhoff 'rype II perforation without slits is not the 
form in which it should have r eached the public. Yet it exists on all stamps 
that were used with either the Type II.A or IIB form of separation. With the 
exception of the 2c scarlet, the 4c and the 5c values of the 1902-03 I ssue, that 
includes all imperforate stamps issued by the Bureau down to and including 
the le and 2c Issue of 1912. Type II without slits is the only form of Brinker­
hoff perforation that will be found on the 2c Hudson-Fulton stamp, which was 
too large to run through the vending machine and hence could not r eceive the 
slits. It is also the usual form of Brinkerhoff perforation found on the 2c 
Alaska-Yukon stamp, although there was one Brinkerhoff machine built to 
handle this stamp, so it also exists with slits. The Brinkerhoff Type II items 
without slits are probably ''request'' items :-at any rate they are those which 
were never run through a vending machine. With the exception of the two 
large-sized 1909 Commemoratives, they are somewhat scarcer than the properly 
slit items. That is because it was Mr. Brinkerhoff 's custom, when doing r e­
quest perforating, to run th e perforated stamps through a vending machine in 
the factory, just as though he were '' buying' ' the stamps for you. So even 
the r equest items saw ''use'' in the vending machines. 

The form of separation made by the early Brinkerhoff machin es, known as 
Type A, consists of two slits extending from the coil edges into the holes of 
the perforation. Between the two perforation holes is a third slit 9.7mm long, 
leaving an uncut space of a little over lmm at each end of the slit. \Vh en 
properly center ed th ese slits are on a lin e with the center s of the perforation 
holes, but more often they are slightly above or below. Sometimes th e slits 
are so far off-center to the right or left that one of the small uncut portions of 
the paper falls between a perforation hole and the edge of the coil strip . The 
'l'ype A cuts are common on the early issues and become scarce on the later 
issues. 

The Type B form of separation is similar to 'l'ype A in that the coil strip 
is cut from its outer edges to the perforation holes. But instead of one long 
slit in the center , there are two short cuts approximately 3mm in length and 
spaC'ed about 2mm apart. Th e edges of these cuts ar e slightly r aised, having 
been pushed through from the back of the paper. l\fachines making this type 
of separation were put in use in 1909. 

Three imperforate stamps of the 1908-09 Issue ·will be found with the 
Brinkerhoff Type II A separation :-the l e, 2c carmine and 2c lake- of which 
the latter is by far the commonest. A few pairs of the l e and 2c lake also 
exist with Type TT B sepa rati on , probably made by reqnest in 1909. On the 
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five values of the 1908-09 Issue and on the 2c Lincoln both 'l'ypes will be found, 
the A being· more common than the B. The advent of the "Star" plates on 
certain of these values, with their varied 2mm and 3mm spacings, caused con­
siderable trouble in the Brinkerhoff Company. (4 ) Th eir machine for stripping 
the imperforate sheets was made to cut the earlier sheets with a uniform 
spacing of 21/i,mm between stamps. 011 the "Star " sheets only the eight or 
ten center rows could be stripped by machine, the wider-spaced outside rows 
)laving to be cut by hand. Because of this inconvenience the Brinkerhoff Com­
p.any stopped using imperforate sheets and purchased Bureau wound imper­
forate coils. The l e and 2c Brinkerhoff coils of both th e 1911 and 1912 Issues 
should show the parallel, machin e-cut edges of the Burea u product. Tf pairs 
or strips show scissor-cut sides tl1 ey are probably from blocks or strips sent in 
for " request" perforation . 

At the time of the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific J'Jxposition in Seattle. Washington, 
Mr. Brinkerhoff prepared a machine to vend the commemorative stamp at the 
Postal Exhibit of the Exposition. As the height of the Alaslrn-Yuk.on stamp is 
approximately the same as the width of an ordinary stamp, it was possible to 
use these stamps in the Brinkerhoff machin e if they were coiled sidewise instead 
of endwise. It was, however, necessary to change the feed ing mechanism in 
this machine to accommodate the much longer stamp. Ua ska-Yukon Type II 
coils which passed through this machine show the Type A slits and are much 
scarcer than the unslit variety. 

Oddities 

In connection 'with this same Alaska-Yukon stamp there is a story that the 
first attempt to use it in a Brinkerhoff machine was as a vertical or endwise 
coil. To reduce the extr eme width of this stamp to that of a normal endwise 
coil (21-21.5mm ) a narrow strip on each side was fold ed in over the face. A 
strip of these stamps shows not only the creases of the folds, but several rips. 
Evidently the folded edges would not li e fl at and got caught and torn in the 
perforator. Wh eth er r ea lly an experiment, or just a peculiar " r equest" item, 
the stamp exists with Type II perforation in this unorthodox form- a vertical 
coil. 

That Mr. Brinkerhoff had done some "ocld " perforating is suggested by 
the foll owing letter of his :- (5 ) 

... Our m,achine is now in the west , and the perforating machine that punches 
the large holes in the stamps is an entirely different machine a nd it is not with it at 
all. The machine itself runs with an electric motor a nd cannot be handled to any 
advantage to operate as the collectors want them. They wish the per foration to be 
in the margin and the machine will not do anything of that kind at present. When 
the mach ine is here at the factory w e, of course, have it partly a part and can operate 
it by hand to do work of this kind, but it do es not justify us to do anything of this 
kind , and as we have only one machine at present, we cannot of co urse do it. 

At some time l\Ir. Brinkerhoff must have done ''work of this kind ' ' for we 
find the l e Issue of 1908 with Type II perforation and the 3c I ssue of 1909 
with Type I perforation , both in the form of sidewise coils. Doubtless several 
other such items exist. Also, in the r egular endwise coils of 1909 and later , 
strips with skipped perforations are not un common, and even double perforated 
items exist . Of course none of these, if they are 'l'ype II perforations, have 
the machine slits, as they are merely th e products of the perforating machine 
wh en operated ''by hand.'' 

(4) Se e letter quot ed in th e first of th is se ri e s of art ic l e s , Co ll ec tors C lu b Philate list, 
V ol. XIX, No. 1, Pg. 28. 

(5) The Collectors Journal, C hi cago, Vol. I , No. 4, pg. 170. 
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One of these odditiei; is worthy of illustration, a le Issue of 1912 coil with 
both Type I and Type II perforations. If there was ever any doubt as to 
whether the genuine Brinkerhoff Type I perforation was of four large holes 
or fou r small holes, this strip proves the case in favor of the four small holes. 

l11·inkerl1ofr 'l1 y1u!s I :nul II on tlte s:n ue st1·i1t. (G) 

THE INTERNATIONAL VENDING MACHINE COMPANY 

Of the twenty-five stamp-vending machines submitted to a committee of 
the Post Office Department in 1907-08, six were found worthy of further in­
vestigation and the manufacturers ·were granted permission to install machines 
in their home post offices for a thirty day practical test. One of the machines 
so tested was that of the Intemational Vending Machine Company of Balti­
more, Maryland. 

This machine was the invention of Edward D. Schmitt of Brooklyn, New 
York. The original patent application (7) was filed on Jw1e 29, 1906, assigning 
the patent rights to Robert H. Pollock and W. Frank Thomas of Baltimore. 
The International Company was th en formed ·with headquarters in the Knicker-

. bocker Building, 218 East Lexington Street, Baltimore. Later Mr. W. S. 
Harrington of Baltimor·e joined the original backers, and Mr. Schmitt moved 
to Baltimore to oversee production and make improvements on the machine. 

The Interna.tfona.I Ma.chine 
Th e International or Schmitt Vending Machine was manually operated by 

a button and knob, r eleased by a coin-control mechanism. After placing a coin 
in the slot, it was necessary to punch a button which moved the coin to the 
proper point to releai;e the mechanism. In the machine for vending 2c stamps 
it was necessary to treat each penny separately in this manner. Then by 
turning a knob on the face of the machine the stamp strip was advanced from 
a tube at the bottom of the machine. Inside the machin e a pair of grippers 
held the coil strip with pincer-like action. As the knob wai; turned these grip­
pers opened and reached up to grab the coil strip at a new point and pull it 
down a predetermined distance. 'rhis distance could be adjusted in the machine 
so that it would vend one, two or more stamps for each coin inserted. The per­
forations on the coil i;trip served no purpose in the machine, but made it pos­
sible for the customer to separate his purchase from the re:st of the strip. 

This machine was not fool-proof, for if the customer got his fingers on the 
stamp strip and held the knob at the point where the grippers had released the 
strip, he could make off with any number of stamps. To rectify this a moving 
hladc, acting against a fixed hlacle, was inserted at th e bottom of the machine, 
closing the stamp chute. Thi s blade would not open until the grippers had 
taken hold of th e stamp i;trip. Th en as the grippers started their descent the 
blade opened, only to close again as soon as the grippers had moved clown their 
full distance. 'rhe stamps purchased were severed from the stamp strip, 
dropping into a compartment which could be reached by the purchaser. 

(G) From th e c oll ec tion of Th e od o 1· e Sh e ldon. 

(7) A Sta mp or Ti c k e t V e nding Mac hin e , P a t e nt No. 866 891 . gninte cl S e pte mb e r 24 , 
1907. 
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Paten t Dr1n ,·iug· of t h e I n ternn tionnl lUnch ine. 

This added feature was covered in a new patent (8 ) applied for by Mr. 
Schmitt on January 23, 1908. This patent showed a machine with three units 
for vending l e, 5c and 2c stamps at face value. It was this machine which was 
tested in the Baltimore Post Office. A later pa tent covered a mechanism t o 
reject spurious coins, but this was not sufficiently selective and the Department 
r ejected this machine. Some machines were used for a few years in stores in 
Baltimore and also in lYir. Schmitt's home city, Brooklyn. In 1909 th e Inter ­
national Vending Machine Company went out of business. 

The International Perforation 

Mr. Schmitt's first machine used coils of stamps made from ordinary panes 
of 100 stamps stripped and joined by the side margins. Th e perforated edges 
of such coils were a constant source of trouble in a machine, always catching 
on some part of the mechanism. So the International Company was glad to 
avail itself of th e opportunity to purchase imperforate sheets for the purpose 
of making smooth-edged coils. The privately perforated coils used in late 1907 
and early 1908 in the International machines were perforated 12% -13 gauge 
and wound sidewise. 

• 
• • 

; 
• • • • • . 
• • • • • • • 

l n te1·11ntiounl 1.2'1i':! - 13 g;:n1 ~·e Perfot.·ntion . 

The illustrations show that rows of per fo rations on these coils were not 
all spaced the same distance apart . Moreover they ar e not always parallel to 
each other , and are seldom perpendicular to the coil edge. 1'he pair which 
show an extreme slan t to th e left are per fo rated 121/2 gauge on the right side 

(8) Paten t N o. 938900, gran ted Nov e mber 2, 1909. 
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and 13 gauge on the left. It would be difficult to visualize just how these stamps 
were perforated, but certainly it was not by the sheet as the extreme slant of 
the perforation would run the holes of the perforation through the design of 
the stamps on all but one or two rows of a sheet. A few years ago I interviewed 
Mr. Pollock, form er President of the company, and he stated that to the best 
of his memory the International Company never had any means for perforat­
ing and coiling stamps. Until the Bureau began supplying coils the work must 
have been done by some other company in Baltimore having the necessary 
equipment. 

'rhe International perforation should exist , and I am told that it does, on 
the l c I ssue of 1902. Th e two pairs illust rated are of the 2c I ssue of 1903, the 
scarlet-vermilion shade. There were probably also one or more coils of the 5c 
Lincoln stamp. A 1909 publication (9 ) states that 1000 of th e 5c imperforates 
were sent to th e Baltimore Post Office in April 1908 for the International Com­
pany. W e know that th e machine was made to vend all three values, so they 
must have made some 5c coils. Sometime around 1911 mention was made of a 
5c sidewise coil, but investigation at the Bureau showed that no such coil had 
been issued. Th e stamps were probably classed as fakes, but they may well 
have been from an International coil, perforated 12% or 13 gauge. 

On July 31, 1908, the Post Office Department issued the first sidewise 
wound coils, the le and 2c values of the 1902-03 I ssue. These first coils were 
sent to the Baltimore and Brooklyn Post Offices for use in machines of the In­
ternational Company. From that t ime on it was not necessary for the Inter­
national Company to use privately perforated coils. The supply of 2c scarlet­
vermilion imperforate sheets which r emained in th e Baltimore Post Office were 
bought the following year by a New York stamp concern. Some of these were 
perforated (by r equest) by the Schermack, Mailometer and U. S. Auto-Vend­
ing Companies, thus creating eight new privately perforated varieties that were 
not r egularly used by the companies. They can easily be identified by the 
shadt>. 

Unauthenticated Items 
There exists a 3c I ssue of 1908-09 sidewise coil perforated 121h-13 gauge. 

At one time this was catalogued by Scott and Gibbons as part of th e Bureau 
coil issue of 1908-10. It was soon removed from the listing as investigation 
proved that the Bureau had never made such a coil. Since then it has often 
been claimed, but never proved, that the 3c sidewise coil was privately per­
forated for the machines of th e International Company, th e theory being th at 
since th ere was no Bureau coil of tliis denomination the Company had to r e­
sort to its own perforation. According to various philatelic articles written 
from 1910 to 1913, it was impossible to prove or disprove this theory since th e 
International Company was no longer in existence. and 110 one formerly con­
nected with it could be located. 

It is almost unbelievable that l\lr. Schmitt could not be fo und wh en he wa s 
living right in Baltimore. And Mr. P ollock had not exactly disappeared either ; 
he had moved to Plainfield, l\ew J ersey, and had started another stamp-vending 
machin e company. In 19~8 he was still listed in the telephone directory, and 
quite willing to give information about the Internat iona l Company. After so 
many years it was impossible for him to be definite. but he does not r emember 
their hav ing nsed 3c or 4c coils as there was no public demand for those values. 
'rhe 3c sidewise coil stamps appea r to be orphans of very doubtful origin . 

Still more suspicious are tli e vertica l coils mad e of all fi ve va lues of th e 
1908-09 I ssue, perforated 13 gauge. At one time th ese were classed as co il s 
of th e International Company. Th ey have also been called the product of the 
TTnitecl States Selling Company or the U. S. A1tfo-Sell ing Company of Balti­
more. I have been unable to find any r ecord of any such cornpa ny existing-

(D) Th e Co ll e ctors J ourn a l, Chi cago, Apr il 1909. 
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in Baltimore in 1909. It is not sensible to suppose that any machine company 
would go to the trouble and expense of havi ng coiis made wh en the Bureau 
coils were available at that time at no extra expense. Th e various claims as 
to the origin of th ese coils have not been substan tiat ed by proof and they are 
distinctly under a cloud. 

The Ne,w Jersey Stamp Vending Machine Company 

Although the International Vending Machine Company went out of busi­
ness in 1909, the Schmitt type of machine was manufactured and used by 
another company at a later date. l\Ir . Pollock, wbo owned the patent rights, 
:,:tarted a company in Plainfield, New Jersey, called the New Jersey Vending 
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Machine Company. This company ran from about 1911 to 1915. They always 
used Bureau sidewise-wound coil s. For purposes of demonstration this com­
pany used a dummy stamp printed in red and perforated 1011~ gauge. 

THE PARKHURST COMPANY 

Concerning the six stamp-vending machines granted working trials in 
1907-08, Third Assistant Postmaster Gen eral A. L. J.Jawsh e wrote as follows 
in his Report for the fiscal year ending ,Tune 30, 1908 :-

The owners of five of thes E: machines have re::;ponded and tests have been made 
in the post offices at Baltimore, Minneapoli s, New York an d Washington, while the 
fifth m achine is now undergoing test at Indianapolis . 

This last ma chin e ·was the invention of Layton M. P arkhurst and the pro­
duct of the P arkhurst Company of 1125 North New Jersey Street, Indianapolis. 
'l'he stamp-vending machine was the second venture of the Parkhurst Company 
which was originally formed to manufactur e and distribute a newspaper-vend­
ing machine, likewise the invention of Mr. Parkhurst. Mr. Parkhurst was also 
an officer in the P aringo Salr Machine Company of Indianapolis,-

Patentees a nd Manu facturers of Co in Operated Machines for the Sale of all 
articles of Merchandise in existen ce that abso lu tely refuse everything Except good 
mon ey. Owners of the PARINGO COIN DETECTOR. This d evice is offered to all 
slot-m achine m anufacturers for use in conjunction with t h eir machines. Inventions 
perfected, patented, m a nufactured a nd marketed. 

The Parkhurst Stamp-Vending Machine 
In one way the Parkhurst Stamp-Vending Machine differed from all oth l'rs 

submitted to the Post Office Departm ent . Within the locked, outer casing of 
the machine ·were three separate uni '. s, each one a completely encased and 
sealed vending machine in itself. Any one of these units could be r emoved 
from the machine and r epla ced by another sealed unit. Thus empty units could 
be collected from any number of machines in a city and brought to a central 
and r eload them with fresh coils. Th e refilled units were then r eady for re­
point wh ere one r esponsible person had the key to open them, r emove the change, 
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placement in any of the other machines. '£his phase of the Parkhurst machine 
was of particular interest to the Post Office Department. At that time it was 
their intent to offer stamp-vending machines as a public service in all large 
cities. With the Parkhurst machine one official in the central post office of a 
city could assume the r esponsibility of running all the vending machines with­
out ever leaving the post office. 

UN~TED STATES ,: 
RE TAI L STAMP STATIO~: 

I· 

" 

T J1 e P :t r khnrst Stan11•-Vend i nµ; 1'ln c J1iu e . (1(1 ) 

'£he coin slot and stamp ~lot on th e front of each unit abutted against an 
opening in the outer casing and were thus accessible to th e customer. Coins 
dropped in the slot r eleased the lever or handle above the unit so that it could 
be pulled clown. In its descent it caused fingers to reach up to the top of th~ 
first coin (th e top of the second penny in th e 2c unit ) and pull it down into 
the eash box. As the coin was drawn into the machine it actuated a ratchet 
whi ch turned a wheel over which th e coil st rip passed. '£he circumference of 
this wh eel was divided into eight segments, each the exact length of one stamp 
in a vertical coil. A knife blade with spring tension, riding on flanges on the 
outer edge of the stamp wheel, dropped into notches at each of the eight points 
so that th e blade pressed against th e coil strip at the point where the customer 
was to tear off his stamps. 

The weak point in the Parkhurst machine was in the method of feeding 
th e >:tamps. The eight segments of the stamp wh eel were separated by rows 
of four sharp-pointed pins. In first loading the coil it was necessary to see to 
it tbat each set of points pierced the stamp strip at the place where the stamps 
were spaced. Then as the wheel rotated, drawing other stamps from the coil, 
a pressure wheel pushed the coil strip against the stamp wheel, causing each 
row of four pins to punch through the stamp paper. Had every stamp been 
exactly spaced, this machine would have worked accurately. But, unfortu­
nately, in a hand-made coil of 500 stamps there is considerable variation due 
both to uneven paper shrinkage and to irregularly spaced paste-ups. Several 
very wide or very narrow paste-ups in one coil would change the length of the 
coil strip so that the accurately operating Parkhurst machine would be feeding 
three-quarter s of one stamp and one-quarter of the next stamp. 

(10) P a t e n t a pplication fil ed M a r c h 31, 190 8: r e n e w ed Jun e 30, 1910, a nd Se pte mbe r 
16, 1916 ; gra nted O c tob e r 2, 1917, numbe r 1 241 877 . 
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Parkhurst Machine for Preparing Rolls of Postage Stamps 

'fo overcome th e irregularly spaced paste-ups of hand-made coils, whether 
privately mad e or the Bureau experimental coils of 1908, Mr. Parkhurst in­
vented a machine, th e purpose of which he described as follows: ( 11 ) 

Many inaccuracies occur in rolls of postage stamps made by hand, parti cularly 
as th er e is quite certain to be variation in the over-la pped joints as m a de by hand , 
and this variation r esults in either lengthening or shortening a section of the roll , as 
the ca se may be. Where such a roll is placed in a vending m achine gauged to d eliver 
a certa in length of s tamp strip , usu a lly one sta mp at ea ch oper a tion , it will be r eadily 
understood that the inaccura cies in the proper joining together of the stamp strips 
which constitute the roll will result in th e delivery from th e v ending apparatus of less 
or more than a comple te sta mp at some operations . In fact m a ny sta mp machines 
which have sought to r ely upon obtaining and using stamps prepa r ed in rolls h ave 
been r ender ed, up to the present time, impractical a nd practically useless because of 
the inability to secure rolls of stamps in which each s ta mp of the entire roll is uni­
formly spaced from its a djoining s t a mp in the roll. The purpose of this invention is 
to accurately and uniformly affix sheets of sta mps one to the other , and to form 
said sheets so affixed into rolls of stamps with th e stamps in each roll uniforml y 
spaced relative to the adjacent s t a mps in the roll. 

]~ike th e coil-winding machin ery adopted by th e Bureau in 1910, this Park­
hun;t machin e used half-sheets of stamps, 10 x 20, making t en vertical or end­
wisc coils at a tim e. 'l'h e Bureau machine, however , mer ely cut and coiled 
the roll of half-sheets which had previously been perforated and joined. The 
Parkhurst machine did all operations at the same time. The bottom of each 
sheet was glued, th e top pressed against th e glued bottom of th e previous sh eet, 
twenty rows of horizontal perforations appli ed if desired, a wax paper roll f ed 
und er th e sheets as they enter ed th e cutters, and the ten coils wer e wound with 
an interlining of " ·axed paper . All ten coils were wound on the sam e bar as 
center cores were not r e-quired for th e Parkhurst vending machines. 

Parkhurst Coil Stamps 

In early philatelic arti cles th ere is just one r efer ence to a P arkhurst pri­
vate perforation :-(12 ) 

Mr. Benkard of this city (New York) has an imperfora te vertical s trip ( 5c Issue 
of 1902) with a crudely punched round hole be tween each two sta mps, used by the 
Parkhurst Vending Machine Company. 

In view of th e fact that no perforation was used to feed the coil strip in 
a Parkhurst machine, we may regard this as a piece of mis-information. The 
four points which pierced the paper would leave their marks, but these could 
hari!ly be called, nor would th ey look like, a perforation. 'l'he tips of th e points 
wer e 6.5mm apart, making a total space between the two outer points of 18.5mm. 
As the coil strip was only a couple of millimeters wider, all four points would 
show their marks only if th e strip wer e per fectly centered laterally in th e 
ma chine. Generally only three marks are noticeable on th e back of a stamp, 
and perhaps only one of these will show through on the face. 'l'h e marks are 
always elongated, probably due to the t ension of pulling the coil strip over the 
stamp wheel. 

Piecing togeth er the little information now available, it would appear that 
the Parkhurst machine submitted to ·w ashington was worthy of trial, but was 
found to be inaccurate in feeding the coils from the machine. The company 
delayed their post office test while making a machine to produce better coils. 

(11) P a t e nt No. 983759, fi l ed Au g u s t 1 4, 1908; g r a nted F e brua r y 7, 1nl. 
(12) Phil a t e li c Gaz e tte, V o l. I, P a g e 186. 
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A large order for 5c imperforate stamps (Issue of 1902 ) was placed with the 
Department, and tLese sheets were divided preparatory to use in the new coil­
making ma chine. As only a few coils wer e made, t he new machin e was evi­
dently not a success. Ieither wer e th e post office trials, and th e whole idea 
was soon abandoned. A large quantity of the divided sheets of 5c imperforate 
stamps eventuall y found their way into the hands of New York dealers and 
the U. S. Auto-Vending Company of New York. Some of the unused coils 
were in 1\Ir. Parkhurst 's posses8ion in th e snmmer of 1909, according to an 
article in thr lndiarn1polis Star:-

L . M. Parkhurst, th e India napolis inventor who has g iven to the world the 
Parkhurst Stamp-Vending Machine, h as sudden ly come to the realization that a 
quantity of the original issue of vending m achine stamps which h e owns are of much 
value. 

In New York t h e single stampR such as wer e sold from vending machines are 
worth 1.00 an d those which a r e in pairs, not having been perforated and torn a par t , 
are worth 3.00 a pair. 

A few days ago a man bought from Parkhurst 18.25 worth of the stamps at 
t heir· face value. Parkhurst, not knowing their value and not having any way of 
keeping track of the rare stamp market, gave t hem up r eadily enough. At the prices 
at wh ich t h e stamps were a dvertised later they brought $395 .00, but wh en t he man 
who had bought the $18.25 worth from the inventor went bac k to tell Parkhurst 
t hat h e h a d done w ell on t h e stamps, Parkhurst produced a roll to s how him that h e 
had m an y left . 

Parkhurst learned the r eal value of the stamps from Allan P. Vestal, a n at torney 
who had a collection of stamps, who showed him a n a dvertisemen t of su ch stamps a t 
$1. O O for th e single on es and 3. 0 0 when in pa irs . 

..... -----

J ! .i 

AltLough the article does not mention it, the stamps were the 5c imper­
forates of the 1902 I ssue. The portions which I have taken the liberty of itali­
cizing show that Mr. Parkhurst had these stamps in imperforate coil form. No 
one has ever reported the stamps in this form shmving· the markings of the 
Parklmrst machine, so it is possibl e that the coi ls wer e not a success and were 
never U8ed. 

Mr. Vestal, who was mentioned in the article, was promised some of the 
5c stamps, and finally r eceived from Mr. Parkhurst a few single copies. 'l'hese 
were perforated 12 gauge, apparently the Bureau product, and showed the 
marki11gs of the Parkhurst machin e. One of Mr. Vestal 's stamps has been il­
lustrated above. 

A similar item examined by this author was a ver tical coil pair of the 5c 
1902.- likewise perforated 12 gauge,-used on a special delivery cover can­
celled at Indianapolis, September 13, 1908. Both stamps of the pair showed 
_marks where one of points of the P arkhurst machin e had pierced th e paper. 
Examples of th e l e and 2c stamps of this period must also exist with markings 
of the Parkhur t machin e, and are well worth looking for. 
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THE THEXTON STAMP-VENDING MACHINE COMPANY 
The vending .machine tested in th e Minneapolis post office was th e product 

of the Thexton Stamp-Vending :Machine Company of 209 South 'l'hird Street, 
Minneapolis. This machine,-tbe invention of Henry A . Thexton,- solcl small 
envelopes which wer e filled by hand with th e current perforated stamps. 'rhe 
original patent was filed in two parts, the first (1a) covering a single unit ma­
chine operated by a five-cent pi ece and vending one le stamp and two 2c stamps. 
The second patent ( 14

) covered a machine of three units, the two additional 
units vending respectively five le stamps for a nickel and five 2c stamps for 
a dime As manufactured by th e company thi s second machine was known as 
" Th exton No. l " and the single unit machine as "Thexton No. 2 " . 

Jn eith er of th ese machines the coin travelled clown a chute to a r ecess 
provided in a feed plate. Operating the lever or handle of th e machine th en 
advanced th e feed plate which engaged th e flap of the envelope at the bottom 
of the pile and projected it from a ~lot in t he machine. Th e stamp envelopes 
were 2112 by 4~-i in ches, with th e flap at one of th e narrow ends. When filled , 
each unit of the machin e held over 200 envelopes. As th e stamps in these 
envelopes were being sold at face va lue, the " profit" to be derived from oper­
ating a Th rxton ma chin e was in the achertising printed on the stamp envelope. 

'l1l1exton Stn n11•-Vcn tl i 11g 1U a c l1 ines. 

A 1010 booklet put out by th e Thexton Company (1" ) explained in 16 pages 
the value of this form of advertising, the time and money saved by not having 
clerks interrupted to make stamp sales, and the good will created by giving 
"full value" for each customer 's stamp money. A later advertising pamphlet 
quotes a 1912 testimonial letter from the \Vilson Pharmacy, Los Angeles, Cali-

(13) Pate nt app li cat ion fil ed Jun e 6, 1907; granted F e bruary 2, 1909; No. 911091. 

(14) Origina l a ppli cation fil ed Jun e 6, 1907: di vide d a nd this appli cat io n fil ed Decem­
b e r 28, 1907; granted March 9, 1909; No. 914993. 

(15) I am indebted to Mr. Lawrence D. Steefel of Minneapolis for th e loa n of Thexton 
advertis ing mate rial, from whi c h th e illustrations of the m achin es were taken, a nd much 
information d e rived. 
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fornia , which had used a No. 1 machine for over four years. Evidently the 
Thexton machines were quite widely used in the United States from 1908 to 
1912. 

The idea of vending stamps in envelopes, jackets or folders was used by 
other companies in the early years. One of th ese, the United States Automatic 
V eri ding Company of New York, will be completely discussed in the next of 
this series of articles. Another was the 1'fatio'/'l,al Stamp-Vending Machine Com­
pany of Winston Salem, Wilmington an<l Fayetteville, North Carolina. This 
company even had a machine for ' 'cutting a continuous strip'' of stamps and 
pushing the severed portions into the envelope pockets. Both the vending 
machin e and th e envelope-loading machin e were the inventions of William C. 
Briggs. 

A modern machine of similar type, widely used throughout the United 
.States today, came on the market in 1935, th e product of the Shipman Manu­
fact uring Cmnpany of Los Angele::;, California . Shipman machines have two 
units vending four le stamps for a nickel and three 3c stamps for a dime. 'Phe 
stamps are placed in pasteboard folders slightly less than l inch in height and 
just over 3Yz inches in length ·wh en unfolded. The printed message on the 
outside of th e folder ,- unless sold to a local advertiser,- has until r ecently 
included the wording "National Sanitary Postage Service- From the Pacific 
to the Atlantic." 'rhe Schernwrk Prod1.wts Corporation of Detroit, Michigan, 
makes a simihlr machine using folders of the same size. 

(To b e co n ti nued.) 

A LETTER FROM MR. M . D. CHOW 

The Editor of the C. C. P. 
22 East 35th Street 
New York City, N. Y . 
U.S. A. 

Dear Sir: 

November 28, 1940. 

I have just noticed that in the August issue of 'rhe Philatelic Journal of 
Great Britain, which came in just th e other day, Mr. 0. B. Payne has mentioned 
the same thing as that contained in my article about A New Discovery in the 
Chinese Stamps, which you ran in October issue of the Collectors Cliib Phila­
telist. It is r eally an odd coincidence that the same discovery was published 
jndependently by two different authors at about the same time. However, in 
order to avoid any misunderstanding, would you please mention in the next 
issue of your journal that I had sent you my articles already in February of 
this year (my letter was dated F'ebruary 20 ), or mention the date of receipt 
of my articles. I do not mean to bother about the question of priority, but since 
th e publication of my article was delayed by circumstances beyond my control, 
I should like to make it clear that I have not put up a known result as a new 
discovery. As I mentioned in my letter of February 20, the discovery was 
known to me already for some time before I sent you the articles. · 

With th e best wishes, I r e.main 

Yours very truly, 

M. D. CHOW . 

(The two articles by Mr. Chow appearing in the July and October issues of 
The Philatelist were received dnring the month of March.-Ed. ) 
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NINETEENTH CENTURY 
CLASSICS 

GERARD GILBER'l' 

BOLIVIA-5 cents Yellow-green 1866 

Following our article in the last number of the Collectors Club Philatelist, 
a few rectifications have to be made, due to errors of printing: 

Page 245-This issue is of 1866 and not 1861. 
Page 246-Under the two bottom Cliches, add No. 12. 
Page 247-Under the top Cliche, add No. 12. 
Page 248-Under the last right Cliche, add Plate II. 

Plate #26 1st Sta te P late #26 Zn d S t:i te 

Then we have to thank Mr. Hatfield 'vho kindly answering onr request, 
showed us his specialized collection of Bolivia. In his very fine material, we 
had the good fortune to find a new subject belonging to the first state of the 5 
centavos yellow-green. 

This illustration shown here added to those shown in the October 1940 issue 
prove decidedly the extra work made with the dry-point may be found on the 
72 subjects of the plate, the design being different, it could not be a mechanical 
additional design, but must be done by band . 

HAW AII-Numernls 1865 

5 cents- 1 cent and 2 cents blue'. (Scott 's Nos. 22., 25 and 26). 

A very interesting communication has been sent us by Mr. J. F. \\Tester­
berg, concerning· these three stamps. 

These three stamps, of which we reproduce here the complete sheets, have 
been printed from the same "typographic setting." The figure of the Yalue 
being· the only change made. 
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1 2 

3 4 

5 6 

7 8 
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A study of the outer and inner frame lines would prove it just as well as 
the following different details:-
On No . 

No . 

No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 

No. 

1- The left top corner shows the same defect. 
2- The letter "e" of cent is broken, the line over this inscription is broken 

between the value and cent, or over c in cents. 
3- Has also a broken "e" in cents, but the line above is not broken. 
4- Has the second "u" of UKU broken at left. 
5-Has a broken "c" in word cent. 
6-Has the bottom inner frame line missing after letter "c". 
7- Has the left bottom corner in a peculiar open shape. 
8- Has the bottom inner frame line curved downward between the value 

and letter "e" of cent. 
9- Has the line under UKU LETA broken under the second "u" of UKU. 

The line right of the left word "Postage" shows a kind of break, just 
opposite the letter "A" in the 5c value; this seems to have been re­
paired for the printing of the le and 2c values as this line looks 
thicker in the same place for these two values. 
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No. 10- Has t h e bottom inner frame line broken at its righ t end . 

With re ;a rcl to t he 5 cent tete-becbe shown in our illu st ra tion , it be longs 
to a tete-becJ] p prin ting of th e plate, the inverted stamp bPi11g No. -~ (broken 
"u" in second " u " of lJK U. ) 

l\1r. J. F . W e:,;terberg thinks a new set of plates should be publish ed , show­
ing thP different settings of tb e Hawaiian ;\urnerals; \Ve ag ree with him, as 
unfortunately in Mr. H enry J . Cr ocker 's work, the plates were reproduced by 
"helio gravure" (Rotogravure) which prevents the study with a magnifying 
glass. Tb ey should be Phototypy reproductions. 
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TRANSLATIONS FROM 

KOHL'S HANDBo°K 
11!!, Vr. ff erhert <Jr!unk 

Th e t ra n s la tion s a ppear in g und e r t hi s h e a ding are a ll o ri g in a ls pre p a r ed und e r the 
auspic es of t h e Collectors C lub, wh o h o ld t h e cop y right fo r th e E ngli s h tra n s la tions and 
w h o r e s e rve a ll ri g h ts f o r r e pu b li c a ti o n . S ugg est io n s f o r f utu r e t r a n s la ti o n s a r e a lway s 
w e lc o m e as w e ll a s c r i t ic isms o n a n y of t h e t r a n s la ti o n s t h a t m ay a ppear . 

Copy ri g h t 19 41 b y t h e Co ll ec t ors C luli . 

Irish Free State 1 

Tran slat ed by H. G. ZERVA S 

Irelande. Eire. Irland 

ln th e production of its poi-itage stamps, including th e overprints of th e 
proYisional government, th e Irish Free State used th e Iri sh or Gaelic language, 
a derivation from th e Celtic , exclusively. As Irish or Gaeli c bas its own alpha­
bet, and its type or script is, in part, totally different from tb e Latin or German 
alphabet , we r eproduce herewith the type of the small letter s of the Irish 
alphabet;-

.6.bC"O e j:5ll 

a b c d e g h 

L m 11 o p 1' r t: u 

mnoprstu 

Capital letters in th e Irish type follow th e form of eith er th e small type, as 
for example, e, p , see abO\·e, or th e T~ atin capitals, as for example, R , S, etc. 

In so far as Irish vowels a re stressed , this is expressed in print by means of 
an accent, running from th e upper right to the lower left, for example, r, where­
as th e Trish equivalents of 0111· co11sonants b, c, d, f , g, m, p , r , t , wher e they 

(1) Co m p il Pr : D_r. Munk. W e a r e ind e bted to Cap t ain A. E . H o pkin s for m uc h valu ab le 
info rm a ti o n . Li t e ra ture; Th e fir st r ea l h a nd-b ook o n th e Iri s h pos t a g e s tamps w a s tha t 
o f F ,. F . Freem a n a nd T. T. S t ubbs, whi c h ap p ear e d in D ub lin as earl y a s April 1 922, 
a nd as a r es ult it cove r e d o nl y th e fir s t iss u e s o f th e Prov is io n a l Gove rnm e nt, and w as 
s upe r ced ed by late r in v est iga ti o n s. As t h e m os t imp o rta nt h a nd-book s w e m e ntion: ­
W . G . M e r edith '"Th e P os t a g Stamps of Ire l a nd 192 2-1 927" , L o nd o n, 4th Editi o n ; A . E . 
H o p k in s " Th e P os t a g e S tamps of t h e I r is h Free State", a d e s c ripti v e pri ced ca t a logu e. 
r e v is ed a nd c om pl e t ed t o Jun e , B a t h 192 7. Of l a t e r h a nd- book s in a m o r e po pul a r v e in 
a r e n oted, R . A . Kin g , '"Th e Posta g e S tamps o f t h e Iri s h F r ee S tat e", L ond o n , V a lla n cey 
Pre ss L td . 193 1, 2nd Edi t io n ; a lso a Fre n ch treatize by G . Ch a pi e r, " L e s Timbre s d 'Irla nde", 
E . T . 19 34 os . 93 2, 93 4, 1935 N os. 937. Th e m a n y a rti c l es cove rin g t h e o v e rprinte d iss u es 
of I r e la nd a ppearing in the E ngli s h , G e rm a n , D utch, e t c ., p e r iodi cal s , so fa r a s th e y 
c o nta in r e s ul ts o f in v e s tiga ti o n s , a r e n o t e d a t t h e spec ifi c pl ace in th e t e xt. Impo rta nt 
a r e a l s o t h e A u c ti o n Cat a "J o gu e s o f H . R. H a rm e r o f M ay 26, 193 0 c overin g the Agnew 
Coll ec ti o n , a nd of Nov . 20, 1933 c ov er in g th e c o lle c ti o n of th e d ec eased Capt. S. P . C . 
V e s e y. ( 10 ) In a s mu ch as th e pri c e s fo r Iri s h s t a mps a r e b ased a lm os t e x c lusive l y on th e 
E n g li s h m a 1·k e t, w e have b ased our v a lu a ti o n s in th e m a in on th e p r e s e nt E ngli s h marke t 
pri ces as fi x ed , fo r ex a mpl e, b y R obson L o w e in th e 1 93 5 Edit io n of th e ir R e g e nt Stam p 
Cat a logu e. In d o ing so w e h av e r e fl ec t ed th e ac tu a l purc h as in g v a lu e o f th e s hilling in 
Eng la nd b y assuming its v a lu e t o b e about 75 Rpf . (Re ic hpfe nni g ) In s t ead of 65 R p f . 

T ran s l a tor's n o t e :-Th e r ea d e r will find m a n y r e f e r e n ces in th e t ext to Kohl 's 
V o l. III whi ch cove r s th e s t a mps o f G r. Brita in. Th e s tud y of th e O.P ed s t a mps of the 
I. F . S. c o v e r s n o t onl y the O.P s a ppl ied b y th e I. F. S. but a l so t h e Briti s h s t a mps whi ch 
rece iv ed th e O.Ps . R efe r e n c e s in V o l. III g ive m o r e d e t a il ed info rm a tion r e g a rding th e 
poin ts h e r e b r o u g ht o u t o r a r e u s ed t o co nfirm info rmat io n h e r e g ive n. 
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are to be expressed soft, have a dot placed over them , for example. c. 'l'he name 
of the country in the Irish stamps reads Eire. 

Foreword 

'l'he Act of Union, promulgated Jan. 1, 1801, took from the lri:,;h the last 
remnants of independence for which they had waged century long combat, and 
they became a component part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland. 

About 1864, Irishmen who had emigrated to America, formed a soci ety 
of '' Fenians'' to pioneer a movement for establishing Irish Independence. In 
1870 this movement set up the so-called Home-Rule Program, followed, in 1873, 
by the founding of the Home-Rule League, and in 1903 the United Irish League. 
In l 906 a publication "Sinn Fein" (Gaelic for "We for ourselves" ) made its 
appearance, from the name of which adherents to the Irish Cause took the name 
of Sinnfeiners. In spite of reforms instituted by the English to abate this 
movement , the Sinnfeiners grew in strength and became more extreme in thrir 
demands. 

After the outbreak of the World War, the Sinnfeiners proclaimed tbe In­
dependence of the Irish Republic on Easter Sunday 1916 in the city of Dublin. 
The revolution was put down by England by force of arms. Bitter armed 
struggles, however, continued in Ireland even after the Armistice of the \Vorld 
War. These led finally, on Dec. 6, 1921, after tedious negotiations between th e 
English and the Irish governments, to ·an agreement establishing Ireland's right 
to self-government under Dominion status within the British Empire. 

The treaty between England and th e Irish Free State, recognizing tbe in­
dependence of the latter, was ratified by the Irish Parliament on Jan. 7, 1922. 
On Dec. 6, 1922 the Irish Constitution was promulgated, and th e Provisional 
Government of Ireland became the definite government. 

Civil war between the Irish Republicans, extremists dissatisfied with th e 
proYisions of the Constitution, and the government troops continued through­
out th e whole of 1922, during which time, and for months into 1923, the Irish 
Republican Army, I. R. A ., occupied the entire southern part of the Free State, 
~lthough the last British troops had been withdrawn, according to agreement, 
in the first months of 1922. 

The Irish Free State consists of the three provinces. Connaught, Leinster 
and Munster only, containing a preponderantly Roman Catholic population of 
about 4,300,000 ( 1929 ) . The capital is Dublin. The northern province of 
Ulster, with a predominantly Protestant population of about 1,500,000, re­
mained with Great Britain, now designated as the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and North Ireland. As a result, the North of Ireland remains in its 
postal arrangements also, a part of Great Britain. 

POSTAL HISTORY, TARIFFS, POSTMARKS 

Up to the establishment of Irish Independence 

THE GOVERNMENT POSTAL SYSTEM, PENNY POST, 

TWO PENNY POST 

Until 1784 the Postal System of Ireland was under the control of the Eng­
lish System from London, which, from time to time named a special Postmaster­
General for Ireland. Beginning in 1784, through decree of the Irish Parlia­
ment, Ireland established its own postal system under its own Postmaster­
General. This system retained its :independence even after the union of Ireland 
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with Great Britain, Act of Union Jan. 1, 1801, but \\·as finally absorbed by 
the British Postal System in 1831. 

Jn 1700, or shortly thereafter, the main post-office in Dublin used date 
cancellations simi lar to those used by the main post-office in London , which 
showed within a plain circle simply day and month (see Ill. vol. III page 386 
lower left. These cancellations remained in use in Dublin until at least 1780. 
For town postmarks during the 18th Century, th e main post-office used a plain 
straight lin e stamp DUBLIN, which , in some instances, was supplemented by 
a second straight line stamp IRELAND. 'l'he subsequentl :v introduced dated 
town cancellations of th e Irish post-offices r esembled close ly those in general 
use in England , (Heligoland type, etc. ). 

The general post-office later established, in addition to the regular post­
offiees, Receiving Houses, for the acceptance of mail only, similar to those for 
the P enny Post (see below ) , whose postmarks, without date, simply showed th e 
location of th e Receiving House, often with th e addition l~ . H. (Receiving 
House). (Translator- according to C. J . Cooke in "Irish Postal History" th e 
first Receiving Howse was established in Dublin in 1773 ). 

On Oct. 11, 1773 th e English Postmaster-General added to th e main post­
office in Dublin , for general postal uses, a government controlled Pennypost 
for Dublin, after th e pattern of the London Localpost, (see vol. III pages 
384.1385 ;) (4 ) for th e transmission of letter s of up to 4 oz. in weight within 
Dublin and its imm ediate surrounding territory. The following year this was 
extended to include territory up to four miles distant: This Pennypost was 
also taken over according to agreement, upon its establishment, by the inde­
pendent Irish postal system in 1784 (see above) . In 1818 th e number of Re­
ceiving Houses was materially increased. After the union of the Irish postal 
system with that of the British, further Localposts were established, from 1832 
on, in other Irish cities wh ere th e local traffic warranted it. L etters depositen 
in such local post-offices, for \vhich prepayment of postal fees was obligatory, 
received th e postmark of the receiving local post, which was generally set in 
two lin es, the lower of whicb r ead ;- PEN::\'Y POST, 1 Py PAID or similar 
setting of equal meaning, and the upper lin e showed either the name of the 
city, str eet or Receiving House (see Meredith Ill. nos. 53-69, also list of Irish 
P enny Postoffices pages 83, etc. ). Most of th ese Irish Penny Postmarks re­
mained in use long after the introduction of English postage stamps May 184:0, 
although only as cancellations. 

By 1774 there had also been established in Dublin a 'l'wo Penny Post to 
cover suburban traffic (see Yol. III page 386) whose two penny fee, until 1818, 
was paid half by the sender and half by the receiver; later the entire fee was 
coll ected from the r eceiver . From 1832 on 'l'wo P enny Posts were established 
in other cities also. 'l'h e Receiving Houses for the Two P enny Post generally 
used th e postmarks of th e P enny Post ·with an added 2, although later on in 
Dublin th e Receiving Houses for the 'l'wo P enny Post simply used a 2 for 
postmarking (see Meredith pages 40/ 41, also list of Two Penny Post Offices 
page 89). 

(4) Also F. W. M e redith " Old Irish Postage Stamps & Franks," with pri ce catalogu e, 
P.ublish ed by W. Morl ey, London 1933; furt h er H e ndy in vol. III page 384. 
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TARIFF REGULATIONS 

The General Post-office of Ireland had up to December 18:39, the same very 
high rates as had the English system, which were based either on distan ce 
(Mileage ), or number of sheets in letters, or per 1ii, oz. On Dec. 5, 1839 the uni­
form English rate of 4d. per 1/ 2 oz. for prepaid letters became effective in Ireland 
also (see vol. III page 388 ), but was presently superceded, on Jan. 10, 1840, b:v 
t he English Penny Post tariff which obliged the prepayment of letters, and estab­
lished rates of ld. up to :Y2 oz., 2d. up to 1 oz. , 4cl. up to 2 oz., etc., for prepayed 
letters within th e whole of Great Britain. All subsequent English tariff r egu­
lations or changes, wheth er for domestic or foreign mail, applied to Ireland 
as well, until 1922, 'vhen Ireland attained self government status, it obtained 
with such rights, those of r egulating its own postal tariffs. Th ese, as we shall 
see, were soon set much higher than those of Great Britain in clusive of the 
north of Ireland. 

PAID POSTMARKS 

Prior to the issuing of ld. and 2d. stamps May 6, 1840, for all of Great 
Britain, letters in Ireland were prepaid in cash and the letters were postmarked 
with a "Paid" cancellation. During th e life of the indep endent Irish postal 
system however, the custom of prepayment of lett er developed very s.l owly. 
Meredith notes that even from Dublin letters showing prepayment cancella­
tions are not known earlier than 1811, and from outside Dublin such ''Paid'' 
letters do not appear until the first half of th e 1820 's. In Dublin such letters 
received, in addition to the mark "Paid", definite day, month and year mark­
ings, whereas in the provinces such letten; r eceived simply th e marks PAID, 
POST P AID, P .P AID, or similar, and sometim es in addition, the name of the 
office, for example; PAID AT BELF AS'l', or they show the pa.id amount, ld. , 
either alone or in connection with the word PAID and sometimes the town 
name (see Meredith page 17, etc.) . Although apparently red ink vvas pre­
scribed for the PAID cancellations, they are also found in black, green, lilac 
brown, violet and in many mongrel colors (translator-using more than one 
color on the same stamp ?) . During th e li fe of the 4d. tariff, Dec. 5, 1839 to 
Jan. 10, 1840, some Irish cities simply used a 4 to postmark p repaid mail (see 
Meredith Ill. page 43). 

With the inauguration on J an. 10, 1840, of the uniform P enny Post for 
all of Great Britain a more general use of the Paid marks began in Ireland, 
because with the Penny Post, p r epayment of domestic mails became obligatory, 
even though one and two penny stamps were not put into use until l\Iay 6, 1840. 
Besides the existing P AID and P enny P ost marks which now came into gen­
er al use, a gr eat many new Paid marks came into use. Even after the issuing 
of the British stamps in May 1840 a gr eat many letters continued to be pre­
paid in cash, inasmuch as prepayment by means of stamps was not obligatory 
in Great Britain until 1851, and in Dublin ( translator-Ireland ~) not until 
1852 (see vol. III page 389) . In so far as PAID and Penny Post marks con­
tained town names, they continued to be m;ed by some of the post-offices on 
letters freed by stamps. In certain instances th eir use continped to th e end 
of the 1850 's . 

FRANKS 

Until 1840, correspond ence of members of Parliament and government 
officials was forwarded free of charge in Ireland as was the custom in England 
(see vol. III page 388) . At an early elate the main post-office in Dublin ap­
plied a distinctive cancellati on to such corre~pondence. Letters from 1739 and 
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on haYe been found by Meredith with simply the mark FREE. Toward the 
end of the 18th century they took the form of single or double circles sur­
rounded by FREE plus abbreviation for Dublin and complete date, day, month 
and year, within the circles. Later they were similar to those in use in Eng­
land, being provided with a crown (see Meredith for illustrations of various 
types). 

·with the inauguration of the uniform l cl. inland rate in January 1840, the 
franking privilege for members of Parliament and government officials, which 
had been grossly abused, was abolished for Ireland as well as for England. 

CAN CELL.A TIO NS 

For cancelling th e English stamps nsed in Ireland, as well as in England 
and Scotland, the so-called Maltese Crosses were at first used. The Irish Maltese 
Crosses of Dublin, Cork, and Belfast are recognized by th e straight end;; of 
the arms of th e cross (see vol. III page 393 at bottom ) . Irish Maltese Crosses 
a re known " ·ith dates from 1842 to July 1844. (5 ) 

.::186~ 

'rhe Irish number ca ncellatio ns ·wer e introduced in June 1844 and were 
in the form of a diamond made up of horizontal lines, and in th e center an 
oblong space containing the post-office number . Th ey are r eadily identified 
even on stamps off coYer (see illl1stration ) . Duplex ca ncellations, consisting 
of a town and date stamp at left , plus a number stamp at th e right were intro­
du('ed in Irish post-offices in 1854. H ere th e number stamp was also in shape 
of a diamond, but came in various sizes and forms, also th e town-elate stamps 
although mostly round, came in many varieties. Only Dublin used a duplex 
stamp, the datei part of which was in th e shape of a diamond , wher eas the num­
ber . 186, had an horizontal oYal form. Originally the Irish number cancella­
tions r an from 1 to 450, but rose gradually to 56-± by 1894 (see vol. III page 
401 ). 'rh eir color was frequently green, sometimes blue or even lilac brown. 
Th e green cancellations on th e English embossed is>m e are mostly Irish can­
cellations. 

As an unusual rarity should be mention rd th e Trish '' Locals'' that is, post­
marks of th e l"{eceiving Houses. without date, th at were occasionally used in 
the 1850 's for cancelling the English stamps ; for example; straight-line LISSE­
LANE. After this time dateless can cels of th e H eligolancl type wer e used. (6 ) 

THE IRISH POST AL SYSTEM UNDER SELF GOVERNMENT 

With the ratification of th e treaty for self government on Jan. 7, 1922, 
the control of the postal system in the 1<' r ee State, and its administration, went 
oYer to the Provisional Government. Th e government immediately took the 
necessary steps for th e production of its O\rn stamps showing the use of the 
Gaelic language and script , (see P g. 58 ). A few 'reeks after the inauguration 

(5) The r e gu lar British M a lte s e Crosses w e r e used up to 1842 wh e n the Ir is h Crosse s 
cam e into use.-T'ra ns lator. 

(6) Accord in g to C. J . Cooke in "fr is h Postal History" , pages 42, 43 and 46, some of 
th e s e o ld er cancellat ion s are found on th e Irish Free State ove rpr in ted stamps.-Trans­
lator. 
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of its own postal system, the post-office began changing exist ing town desig­
nations over to their Gaelic eqnivalents, for example; 

BAILE 'ATHA CLIATH instead of DUBLIN 
CORCAIGH instead of CORK. 

Ireland also soon freed herself from the postal rates of Great Britain and 
Ireland. 

As early as Feb. 1, 1922 the Post Office Department announced a compe­
tition for the submittal of designs suitable for postage stamps, which were re­
quired to show exclusively Gaelic inscriptions and symbolic designs. It was 
foreseen, however, that the preparation of a definite series of postage stamps 
would take many months, alone because they were to be printed on a paper 
containing a special Irish watermark. The Irish Post Office Department, with 
the consent of th e British Postmaster General, took steps to prepare a provi­
sio11al 8eries of stamps by applying a Gaelic overprint to British stamps. 

In spite of the fact that these overprinted stamps were available for gen­
eral use on F eb. 17, 1922, unoverprinted British stamps r emained valid for 
use until March 31, 1922 ; moreover the Irish Post Office remained under con­
trol of th e B:ritish Post Office Depar tment until t his date for accounting pur­
poses, that is until this date all postal revenue from the sale of the overprinted 
stamps went to the British Post Office inasmuch as the fiscal year of the British 
Post Office ran from April 1st of one year to March 31st of the following year. 
Not until April 1st did the Irish Post Office Depar tment begin to r etain its 
total postal r evenue, after having received the consent of t he British Post Of­
fice Department for obtaining, as required, at cost from the printers, the ne­
cessary quantities of British stamps for overprinting until such time as its own 
definite i sue would be ready. 

From April 1st on, according to official proclamation, only British stamps 
properly overprinted wer e valid for postage. During the period from F eb. 
17, J922 to March 31, 1922, no less than six weeks, British stamps with and 
without overprint wer e current. Th e Irish overprinted stamps were valid only 
in the Free State, they bad no franking valne in the north of Ireland or in 
Great Britain. .B'or philatelic purposes many letters were mail ed from England 
to Ireland in the first few weeks of the currency of the overprinted stamps, 
franked with th e overprinted stamps, and many reached their destination un­
noticed or unprotested, although, according to official British Post Office orders 
all such mail was to be treated as unpaid. 

The invalidation of all unoverprinted stamps, after April 1st, 1922, sus­
pended for a few months, all use of coil stamps in the Irish Free State, since 
the first coils of Irish overprinted stamps were not available for use until the 
middle of Jun e 1922. On the other hand, all British postal entires with im­
printed value wer e valid without overprint until the second half of 1924, and 
were only gradually displaced as the Irish Post Office produced its own sta­
tionery for replacement. Thus, for example, the British wrappers, r egistered 
letter envelopes and letter sheets did not become obsolete un til Aug. 20, 1924, 
and plain envelopes and post cards not until much later . English postage due 
stamps wer e also used by the Irish Post Office Department without overprint 
until F ebruary 1925, at which time the Irish postage due stamps came into use. 

'rhe overprinting of British fi scal stamps was accomplished by means of 
hand stamps and generally at the various points of distribution which had been 
supplied with th e necessary rubber stamps. The small remainders of postage 
stamps which these offices still had on hand for fiscal use appear to have re­
ceived th e rubber stamp overprint also. 

The changing over of English postmarks into Gaelic marks began not later 
than April 1922. Originally it was the intention of Postmaster General Walsh 
to haYe th e inscriptions in the postmarks appea1· in GaPlic script also. This 
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was evident from the general instructions sent to all postal officials under his 
dir~ction to obtain a working knowledge of the Gaelic language and script, and 
to prepare all cancelling stamps as above mentioned. The introduction of Gae­
lic script in th e postmarks was not carried out, evidently because of possible 
violations of r egulations of the Universal Postal Union . The changing over 
of town names into th eir Gaelic equivalents, however , was undertaken and has 
been con tinued in subseq uent yea rs, for which purpose th e Post Office Depart­
ment issued bilingual Post Office Guides giving th e town names in English and 
in Gaelic. 

In the matter of Postal rates also Ireland freed itself from the British 
rates in l\Iay 1922. As noted in Volume III page 720, in the first months of 
1922 the British rate for an ordinary domestic letter was 2d. and postcards 
1%d., a nd the ordinary rate for printed matter , up to 2 oz., was ld. For the 
time being the Irish Post Office retained the same rates . When , however , on 
May 29, 1922 Great Britain lowered its rates throughout, so that domestic let­
ters were, up to 4 oz,, 1%d .. postcards ld ., and printed matter up to 1 oz. lhd. , 
up to 2 oz. ld. and up to 4 oz. l l/2d., the Irish Post Office did not follow, but 
retained the previous higher rates. Only on Nov. 1, 1922 were the rates for 
printed matter reduced. Th e new r ates, however, were not the same as the 
then current British rates, inaugurated in May 1922, but were set up as fol­
lows; up to 1 oz. 1/2d., up t o 4 oz. ll/2 d . and up to 6 oz. 2d. 'fhe present ( 1934-35 ) 
rates for domestic mail , also mail for the north of Ireland and Great Britain are; 

Letters up to 3 oz. 2d., each a dditional ounce % d . 

Postcards ld., Printed matter up to 1 oz. 1h d .. up to 2 oz. ld ., a nd for each 
additional 2 oz. ¥.i d . 

P a r cel post packages up to 1 lb ., English weig ht 6d ., each additional 3 lbs. , 3d. 
R eg istration fee 3d . 

Foreign ordinary letters up to 1 oz. 3d. (to the British Colonies and U. S. A. 2d.), 
each additional ounce 1 % d . 

Foreign postcards 1 1h d. 

Foreign printed matter 1h d. per oz. 

Essays of the " Fenians " and Propaganda Stamps of the Sinnfeiners 
As early as 1865 the Society of F enians in th e U. S. A. had prepared for 

them essays of postage sta mps in the values of 3, 10 and 24 cents (American 
curr ency! ) for use in th e Trish Republic they had in mind. 'fh e 24 cent essays, 
(see illus. ) showed in the center the symbolic Irish harp \\'ith winged female 

figure , surrounded by a garter bearing the inscription " Libertas et Natale 
Solum" (Liberty and native land ) ; the four surroundina panels showed Re­
public (left ) , of Ireland (right), Postage (top ) and the 

0

value 24 cents (bot­
tom ) ; in the four corners surrounding the g·arter a shamrock leaf; size of stamp 
approx. 23 x 20.5 mm. The essays of the other two values may possibly have 
had designs varying from this. According to a statement made by the "Postal 
Secretary" of th e F enian s in New York the three essays were prepar ed from 
wood cuts, and the colors were ;-gr een and lilac for the 24 cent value, and 
green and blue for the 3 and 10 cent values, (see St. Coll. l\1ag. 1866 page 24, 
also see T-P 1866 page 2 fo r illustration of the 24 cent value). Th e F enian 
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plan for an uprising in Ireland , organized in America, never matured, and the 
movement collapsed in 1866. 

Of the various Sinn Fein propaganda stamps, see below, two are of par­
ticular historic and philatelic inter est. (7 ) Soon after their production , about 
1907, they wer e widely used for propaganda purposes by adherents to the Sinn 
Fein movement, not only in Ireland but also in foreign co untries, as for example 
in the U. S. A., by attaching them to letters. Also after the Sinn F ein uprising 
on Easter Sunday in 1916, and the proclamation of the Irish Republic in 
Dublin, their use in this manner on th e part of the r ebe1s took on the character 
of a pronounced demonstration, although even then they had no official frank­
ing value. At that time the rebels attached the labels to mail passing between 
them, and, as they occupied the General Post Office in Dublin from April 24-27, 
1916, where they had established their headquarters also, letters passing through 
the post-office bea ring th ese labels frequently received th e regular Dublin town 
cancellation (see St. Coll. XXX page 345). 'fhere is not a single instance 
where letters bearing such labels were accepted by the post-office as being 
properly franked; they were simply delivered duty free, to the rebels by carrier 
or otherwise. These propaganda labels also exist cancelled to order, or were 
permitted to pass through tbe post-office attached next to the regular postage, 
for example King· Edward 112 and ld ., and cancelled along with it, see illus­
tration, although departmental re"!!:ulations tlistinctly forbade the practice, in 
fact forbade tbe attaching of th e labels on the front of the covers altoget her . 

~either of these designs contained any designatio n of value, nor did they 
contain Gaelic inscriptions in Gaelic scrip. 'l'he design with the large Cel­
tic Cross, as later used as model for the 3d. and other values of the definite 
issue, did show the inscription EIRE in the center of th e cross, a shamrock 
leaf in each corner ancl a Celtic Knot at either side of the foot of the cross, 
see Fig. 6. The original printing·s in this design were bi-colored, blue and 
black, and were perforated 11. Reprints of th e design vary part in color and 
part in perforation, in that th ey are either gree n and black instead of blue 
and black, or are rouletted im;tead of being perforated. The gum on th e rou­
letted reprints is not as colorless as on the originals but is slightly yellowish. 

'!'h e other design :;bowed a vertical oval in the center containing the sym­
bolic female figure and harp, the four corners showed tbe coats of arms of the 
four Irish provinces, and the cartouche at the bottom a reclining gre:vhnund. 
The Gaelic inscriptions read Sinn Fein on either sid e and EIRE at the top. 
This design was a three color production, gr een, yellow and black, and was 
perforated 11. The gum of the originals, of which tete-beche also exist, was 
yellowish. In the reprints of this design the green is more yellowish as aga inst 
the blue-green of the originals, and th e gum is colorless instead of yellowish. 

Two further varieties of so-called propaganda labels are ·worth:v of mention , 
inasmuch as they are frequently sern in specialized collections, and are men­
tioned in many articles as being Republican propaganda labels. Both, however, 
seem to have been memorial stamps produced originally for patriotic purposes, 
anrl were not produced by the leaders of the Republicans. One variety shows 
an Trish flag in green, white and gold with th e overprinted heads of the Irish 

(7) Prof. L. W. R e nouf: Stamps 0f th e Irish R e publi can Army, 1922 in St. Coll. Jun e 
4, 1932 ; a lso W. Ward: A Famous Philate li c Hoax, in St. Coll. Jul y 2, 1932. 
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patriots L arkin, Allen and 0 'Brien, and in addition a shamrock leaf containing 
the symboli c harp and at th e bottom th e motto " God Save Ireland ". They 
were un g·ummed and unperforated . 

'l'h e oth er design, supposedly produced in l\Ianchester in 1912, has high 
format in either emerald green, dull gr een or orange and shows in the center 
the female figure with th e harp , above the mscription ' ' Provi::;ional Government 
Ireland " and at th e foot th e inscri ption " Imperial Union" fl anked either side 
by a fi gure I. P erfora tion is 11, but is a lso found on a sort of cardboard 1111-

per fo ratPd. Neither is known with postmarks. 

OFFICIAL ISSUES 

Th e overpr inted issues of the Irish Free State P ost Offi ce Department, 
using the stamps of Great Britain, divide themselves into t wo groups due to 
the fact t hat unt il the Irish Constitution was promulgated on Dec. 6, 1922, the 
government was a provisional one. Tlw first overprints ther efore r ead "Pro­
visional Government of Ireland 1922 ", which, on the typogr aphed stamps 
(1hd to l sh. inclusive) appeared as a five line overprint, and on the engr aved 
stamps (2112-5-lOsh. ) as a fo ur lin e overprint, see illustrations of Rialtas Over­
p r ints A l to A 6, Fig. 9. On t he other hand all stamps issued after Dec. 6, 
1922, received the Irish F r ee State overprint, and this appear ed as a three 
linP overprint on both t he typograp hed and th e engraved stamps, see illustra­
t ions of t he Saorstat overprin ts A 7 and AS. 

Both groups ar e clearly separated chronologically, that is, between the 
last issue of a stamp bearing t he pr ovisional government over prin t, Dec. 4, 1922, 
and th e appearance of the first issue bearing the Free State overprint, Dec . 6, 
1922, by the issuan ce on Dec. 6, 1922 of th e first value, 2d. , of the definit e 
series of stamps of th e Irish Free State. 

Th e Brit ish st amps, up to and in cluding th e 1 shilling value, used for 
overprinting were th roughout th ose of t he typogra ph ed issue 1912/ 13, W ater­
mark 12, see illustra tion, Kohl 's Great Br ita in Nos. 148-150, 151 I , 151 II, 152-
156, 159-161 and 164. Scott's Nos. are 159-172 & 183. 'l' hey wer e, with the 
exception of the 6c1. va lue, prod uced by H arrison & So ns, Lon don. The 6d 
val ue was pr oduced at the Somerset H ouse (GoYernrn ent Prin ting Honse) and 
was the only value printed on chalky paper. 
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Di<• I D i e JI 

Gre:a t Britn i n 2fl. Or:tng;e 

The original sheets of the typographed stamps contain ed 240 stamps ar­
ranged in two vertical panes of 120 stamps each, each pane arranged in ten 
horizontal rows of 12 stamps each. The two panes were inclosed by an inter­
rupted Jubi lee line, and separated by a gutter, the subjects of which were of 
stamp size, and contained four vertical bars horizontally ruled. 'fhe Controls 
were placed in the lower margin, see Vol. III pages 727, etc .. and were located 
under the second stamp from the left of the bottom row in all values excepting 
the ld. where the Control was located under the 11th stamp of the bottom row. 
Controls are collected, preferably, in 3x2 blocks. Controls -are also classified as 
either perforate or imperforate, see Vol. III page 668 etc. , and page 753. 

The three values of the British engraved issue, 21/2, 5, and lOsh., used 
for overprinting, were the product of Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co. I..Jtd. of I.Jon­
don, Kohl Great Britain Nos. 172-174; see Vol. III pages 780, etc. also illus­
trations. Scott Nos. 179-181. 'fhe original sheets contained 40 stamps, arranged 
in ten horizontal rows of four stamps- each, without Controls or gutter. They 
were watermarked single Crown and Monogram, WM 14, see illustration. 

THE OVERPRINTED ISSUES OF THE PROVISIONAL, GOVERN­
MENT IRELAND, FEBRUARY 17-DECEMBER 4, 1922 

'l'he overprints Al-.A6, Fig. 9, of this group, were the production of three 
firms. 'fhe firm of Dollard, Printing House, Dublin, Ltd. from the beginning, 
February 1922, overprinted all of the values with the exception of the values 
llhd., 2d., 6d., and l sh. These values they never overprinted. Their overprint 
.Al appeared on all of the typographed or lower values done by them, and their 
overprint .A3 on the engraved or high values. On June 12, 1922 the Govern­
ment terminated, without explanation, its contract with Dollard. 

'fhe firm of .Alex. 'fhom & Co. Ltd. Dublin , on the other hand only over­
printed the values l l/2d., 2d., 6d. and l sh. of the typograpbed stamps in the 
beginning, and from the middle of June 1922 on all of the remaining typo­
graphed values, and from October 1922 on the three engraved high values as 
well. For overprinting the low values, Thom at first used the overprint A2, 
from the beginning of February to the beginning of November 1922, then, last 
half of November to first half of December 1922, used the overprint .A6. For 
the high values Thom used overprint .A5, October 1922. Both firms delivered 
stamps for sheet sale only. (translator-that is. they produced no stamps for 
coils or other put up. ) 

The firm of Harrison & Sons I..Jtd., London, who at the time were also the 
producers of the British typographed stamps, " ·ith the exception of the 6d. 
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value, see above, only overprinted th e l/zd., ld., 11/2d. and 2d. values with the 
overprint A4, and these only, from June 1922 on, for coil stamp purposes. 

Before discussing th e points of difference between overprints Al-A6, there 
is presented for the purpose of greater clarity, a list showing the chronological 
arrangement of th e various oyerprint types and colors issued by th e Provi­
sional Government:-

FIRST ISSUE. Feb. 17 , 19 22. 
Typographed values 1h. 1 , 2% , 3, 4, 5, 9 and lOd. with Dollard overprint Al; 
values 1 %, 2, 6d. a nd l s h. wi th Thom overprint A2; engraved va lues 21h, 5, and 
lO s h . with Dollard overprint A6. Color of ove rprint black or dull black. 

SECOND ISSUE. April 1 , 1922. 
Color change of Dolla rd overprint Al on typographed values 2 % , 4 and 9d. to 
r ed or carmine. 

THIRD ISSUE. June 19 , 19 22. 
T ypograph ed val u es 1h, 1, 1 1h a nd 2d. in co ils with glossy black Harrison over­
print A4 . 

FOURTH ISSUE. June 19-November 6, 1922. 
All of the typographed values, excepting the 21h, 4 , and 9d., overprinted with 
the glossy blue black Thom overprint A2. Values 2 % , 4 and 9d. overprint in red 
with Thom overprint A2 . Values 1h, 1 , 3, 5 and lOd. are a lso found with dull 
black overprint. 

FIFTH ISSUE. October 17 / 25, 1922. 
Engraved or high values overprinted with g lossy blue black Thom overprint A5. 
The 5sh. value is also fo und with dull black overprint. 

SIXTH ISSUE. November 21-December 4, 1922. 
Values 1h, 1 , 1 lh , 2d , and lsh. with altered blue black Thom overprint A6. The 
% d. value is a lso found with dee p black overprin t . 
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nA 
he111eAnn 

1922 . 
A5 
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DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS OF THE 
OVERPRINTS A1-A6 

Dolla rd Types Al a nd A3. 
Dollard used the overprint Al for overprintin g th e typog r a phed or low va lues , 
and the overprint A 3 fo r overprinting th e eng raved or high values. The fiv e 
line overprint Al differ s a t once from a ll the other overprints in tha t th e date 
1922 is se t in a ntique type of Medi eva l charact e r, whose " I " appears more like 
th e Roma n numeral "I ," a nd the t a il of the 9 is below the base line of th e other 
numbe rs, see Fig . 9. 

The same da t e figur es a ppear in th e four line overprint on the high va lu es . 
Howeve r, when Thom r eceived the contrac t for ove rprinting these va lues in June 
1922, th ey used a s imil a r t ype font for overprint A5, a nd th e chie f po ints of 
diffe r ence mus t be noted to disting uis h Thom A5 from Dolla rd A 3 ove rprints on 
the hig h values. These diffe r en ces , in the fir s t place, a ppea r in th e le ngth o f the 
lines of th e ove rprint , see illustration of Al a nd A 3, Fig. 9. 

1st line ... .... . 
2nd line . . . .. . . 
3rd line . . .. .. . . 

A3-Dollard 
12.5 m.m. 
1 5 m.m . 
21. 5 m.m. * 

A 5- Thom 
12 m.m. 
1 4.5 m .m . 
21 rn .m . 

• The r e i s a var iely w hi c h s h ows th e t hird lin e of overprin t A3 o nl y 21 111.111. lo n g. 

The most obvious diffe r en ce between t h e two overprints, howeve r, appears 
in the third line, in that in Dolla rd A3 t h e dis ta n ce be tween th e "h" a nd the 
"e" is a t least equ a l to th e s pace between the legs of th e "h," wh e r eas in Thorn 
A 5 the s pa ce is a good 0 .5 111 .111 . n a rrow er. Also in Dolla rd A3 th e "h" is dis­
tinc tly above t h e base line of th e fo llowing le tte r s, wh er eas in Thom A5 the 
"h" is on the common base line of the le tters followin g. Fina lly, Dollai·d u sed 
a non-g lossy black for th eir ove rprinting , wher eas Thom u sed a g lossy blue black 
ink in their work. The typogra phy gen erally is sharper in A5 than in A 3. 

Thom Types A 2-A5-A 6 
From F ebrua ry to th e beginning of November 1 92 2 Thom used t h e five 

line overprint A2 on the low values in which the year date was set in block 
letter s with a period a fter the date. The dis tinctive da t e obvia t es any possi­
bility of confusion with the Dolla rd Al overprint , see Fig. 9 . The Thom over­
print A 2 however , is so like the H a rrison A4 overprint , that identification 
marks a r e n ecessary for disting uishing be tween the m , compa r e illus tra tions 
for A2 and A4. The lines of A4 are somewh a t longer and the h eight of the 
overprint is som ewhat gr eat er tha n in A2. 

A2-Thom 
1st line ... .. scant 1 2. 00 n1.1n. 
2nd line . .. . .. ... 1 4.5 m .m. 

A 4- H a rrison 
1 2.25 m.rn . 
15. 0 m.rn. 

Overprin t A4 is a bo u t 1 111 111. tall er t ha n overprin t A2 , th e lette rs a lso 
a ppear s limmer in A 4. The ink u sed by H a rri son for overprint A4 is a brig h ter 
a nd g lossier bl ack t h a n t h at u sed for Thom A2 , which a ppear s m or e as a dull 
bla ck , wi t hou t h owever showing th e bluis h cas t or tone which later dis tin g ui sh ed 
the Thorn overpr ints. Furt h e r the " i" of Ri a ltas in A2 r ests on t h e base line 
comm on t o th e other lette r s of th e line, wh er eas in A 4 the bottom of the " i" 
extends be low thi s common line. Fina lly, a ll Harr iso n overprints A4 show R 
ove r Se, so t hat a ny overprints va r y ing from this settin g a r e Thom A2. 

The four line overprint u sed by Thom for t h e hi g h values, A5 , which 
shows great simila rity to the Dolla rd overprint A 3, h as a lready been di scuss ed 
unde r the Dolla rd overprints, compa r e illustra tion for A3 and A5. 

The last u sed ove rprint , las t h a lf of ove rnber to first h a lf of December 
1922 , for the n ew five line Thom overprint A6 is ide n t ified r eadily by the wid er 
spacing of the letters , including the date , see Fig. 9. The first lin e m ea sures 
12 .5 mm. and the second lin e 15. 5 mm , as ag ain s t a scant 12.0 mm. and 14 .5 mm. 
r espectively in A2 . 

Harrison Type A4 . 
Harrison only overprinted four va lu es, % , 1 , 1 % and 2d. , for coil s t a mps 

and us ed only th e five line overprint A4. It can only be confused with the 
Thom overprint A 2. Points of differ e n ce be tween th e two overprints, howeve r , 
have a lready been discussed under Thom ov erprints . It h as a lread y been 
mentioned that th e first t wo lines of A4 always show th e R ove r Se se ttin g . 
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The 1st ISSUE OF THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT 
Typographed stamps % , 1, 2%, 3, 4, 5, 9 and lOd, (Great Britain Nos. 

148, 149, 152, 155, 159 and 160 ) with black five line overprint Al. Typo­
graph ed stamps 1%, 2, 6cl. and l sh. (Great Britain Nos. 150, 151!, 151II, 156 
and 161 ) with black five line overprint A2. Engraved stamps 2%, 5, and lOsh. 
(Great Britain Nos. 172/ 174 ) with black four line overprint A3. Overprints 
Al and A3 produced by Dollard. overprint A2 by Thom, both of Dublin. Ink 
of overprint not glossy and colol' deep black to grey black in Al and in A2 
dull black, Fig. 10. 

Al A2 A3 

Black Overprint Al Dolla1·d 
No. Sheets 

Munk Scott Unused Used Printed 
1 1 1h . green ...... . .... . . . ........ .05 .05 43 ,000 

1-F 1 la overprint inverted (Mar. 19 22. 
Control R21) ......... . ... 2 

1-F 11 1 of date missing (Pl. 11, sub-
ject 199) . . ............ . . 3.50 

1-Flll vertical pair, one without over-
print ....... . ... . . .. . .... 150.00 6 pairs 

2 2 ld. scarlet (shades) . ..... . ... . .. .10 .05 11 2,000 
2-F 1 2a overpr int inverted (April 19 22) 30.00 30 .00 ? 
2-F 11 1 of date missing (P l. 11 s ubject 

199) . .. . . .... . ... . . . . . . . 3.50 3.50 
3 3 21hd. ultramarine . ... . ... ... . . .. .25 .35 1,502 
4 4 3d. blue violet .. .. . . ... · .. .. .. . . . .55 .40 6,500 
5 5 4d. gray green .......... . . .. ... .50 . 7 5 1 ,702 
6 6 5d. yellow brown ...... . . . . ... .. .60 1.00 2,100 
7 7 9d . black violet . . .. ...... . .. . .. 1.00 1. 75 2,398 
8 8 lOd. tu rquoise blue . . .. . .. . . .. . .. . 75 1.40 900 

8-F 1 1 of date missing (Pl. 11 , sub-
ject 199) . ...... . ......... 4.50 

Dull Black Overprint A2 'l'l1om 
9 15 1 1h d. red brown . .. . .. ... . .... . .25 .20 • 

9-F 1 15a British stamp PEN CF (Control 
Q21) . .. .. . . ...... . ...... 30.00 * 

101 16b 2d. orange Die I ... . . .... .. .. . .. .20 .05 * 
101-Fl 16c ov erprint inverted (Feb. 17, . 

1 922 . Control S22) . .. . . ... 20 .00 20.00 * 
1011 16 2d. oran ge Die II ........... . ... . .25 . 25 • 
1011-Fl 16a overprint inverted (March / 

May) ..... . ....... . ... . 40.00 40.00 * 
11 17 6d. red lilac .. .. ... . . . . . .. . .. . . .55 .45 * 
12 1 8 lsh. yellow brown . ............. 1. 30 1.30 * 

b. olive brown . . . ... .. ... . .. 1. 30 1.30 * 
Black Ove1•print A3 Dollard 

13 12 21hsh. a. ch ocolate brown . . . . .... 5.50 6.00 * 
b. sepia brown (End of March) 5.50 6.00 1 ,000 

14 13 5sh . rose . .. ... . ............... 8.00 12. 50 650 
15 14 lOsh. grey blue ..... . .. . . . ..... 1 5.00 16.00 650 

* Quantiti es printed not known for Thom I ssu es. 
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CONTROLS 
Prices are given for unused singles with attached margin showing controls, 

and are given for both imperforate an J perforate margins. (Translator- See 
remarks above with refer ence to the desirability of coll ecti ng controls in 3x2 
blocks ). 

Y2 d . No. 1. 
Contr ol No . 

R21 ... . ... .... ..... . . .. . .. .. . . . . . 
82 1 .... .. . .............. . .. ... . . . 
822 . ... . .. . ....... .. ...... . . .. . . . 

821 
822 
T 22 

Q20 
Q2 1 
T22 

821 
822 
T22 

822 
T22 

821 

821 
822 

l d. No. 2 . 

11 / 2d . No . 9 . 

2d. I . No. 101. 

2 d . II. No . 1011. 

2 Y2 d. No. a. 

3d. No. 4. 

4d. No. 5 . 

Imperf. 
1. 75 
1.30 

.80 

1.50 
.50 

20.00 

2 .50 
3.00 

1. 50 
1.30 
8.50 

1.25 
7 .50 

8 .00 

12.00 
3.00 

R21 ........................... . .. 100.00 
821 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.00 
822 . . .. . .............. . ...... . .. . 

821 
822 

821 
T22 

821 
822 

Q21 
821 
822 

R21 
821 
822 

5 d. No. 6. 

6 d. N o . 11. 

9d. No. 7 . 

lOd . No . 8 . 

lsh. No. 12. 

5.50 
4.7 5 

3 .50 
4 .00 

6.00 

15.00 

9.00 
10.00 

9.00 

P erf. 
.40 

2.50 
.80 

6.00 
.60 

8.00 

2.50 
2.50 

15.00 

2.00 
. 75 

1.20 

2.50 

6.00 
10.00 

8 0.00 
4.5 0 

6.50 

12 .00 
100.00 

60.00 
6.50 
8.00 

15.00 
15 .00 

7 .00 

The Dollard Overprints Al and A3 (Nos. 1-8 & 13-15) (9 ) 

On January 28, 1922 the Irish Post Office Depar tment r equested Dollard 
to submit bids for the work of applying th e necessary over prints on the valnes 
:l/2 , 1, 2:1/2, 3, 4, 5, 9, and lOd. and the high values 21/z, 5 and l Osh. On J<.,eb . 

(9) Captain S. P. C. V e s ey: The Dollard 01·e rprints of th e ProY is io n al Issu e of the 
Iri s h Free State , Lond. Phil. 1924 page s 67-6 9. 
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2, bids were submitted with proofs which, with regard to type and 1mmerals of 
year date, resembled the overprints u ltimately applied by Dollard, except that 
in the fourth li11e, type Al, and in the third line, type A3, a hyphen had been 
inserted between the h and e. which was omitted in the actual overprints. On 
the basis of their bid the Post Office Department awarded the contract for 
overprinting to Dollard on the same day. ·· 

Th e overprinting, which for th e first weeks wm; done on four presses, began 
on Feb. lJ . and deliveries to the Post Office Department beg:an the same clay, 
so that the official issua11 ce of the overprinted stamps frprn all Trish Post­
offices was possib le on Feb. 17, 1922. 

PROOFS 

Proofs of th e entire printing plate on plain paper, that is without stamps, 
are known of Al and A3, th e overprint Al in black and red inks, and overprint 
A3 in black ink only. Normally each of th e overprints appears with a rubber 
stamp on the reverse side, in violet ink, reading "Original Proof Dollard 
17.2.22 ' ' 1mcl th e initials B. J. B., signature of th e Manager of Dollard 's, B. ,T. 
Brennan . SiJJgles and small multipl es of Al are found in the trade in greater 
quantities, and in the Agnew Coll ection were found a complete sh eet each of 
Proof Al in bla ck and in r ed ink. The Vesev Col lection also containe<l a com­
plet e sh eet of proofs of Al in black ink. Price for singles, black or red, about 
:i.00. On the oth er hand the largest known block of th e proof A :3 is th e block 
of 9 also from the Agnew Collection . Pri ce for singles about 15.00. 

Proofs of th e overprint in reel ink on the Brifo;h lj2d. stamps, as used for 
No. 1, with th e same rubber stamp on th e reverse si<le, '' Original Proof Dollard 
17.~.22 . " , which is likewise th e date of issu e of th e first series, a lso exist. On 
th ese however , th e color of the rnbber stamp is more r edcfo;h , on thr orcler of 
rose-purple, than that noted for the plain proofs above discussed. One right 
and one left lower corner block. 3x2, was contained in t he Vesey Coll ection. 
It is worthy of uote that in the · Auction catalogue this same lcwer left c0r11ett· 
block from th e Vesey Collection showed th e late Control 822, wher ea. · the l/2d. 
stamps, used for No. 1 with black overprint, show th e earlier Controls R21 and 
S2J. Th e red overprint also shows all th e earmarks of th e second plate nsccl 
for oYerprinting Al, whi ch, according to Vesey , was not even in use in the 
first half of F ebruary , see below. Th e '. '~ <l proofs with reel overprints wr.v 
lik~ly do not have any connection with th e first i,;s ue, even though the rnbber 
stamp would lead to this assumption, but wer e probably made in connection 
with th e change-over to r ed overprinting of the second issue of A pr i I J , 1922. 
'l'his would also agree with th e fact tlrnt on two (Philatelic) coYers in 1.he 
Agn ew Collection on ·which the 1/ 2 cl. proofs wer e used as poi;tage, th ey were not 
use<l nntil Apri l 19 and 20, 1922. It would seem, th er efore, that in using th e 
rubber stamp for th ese p r oofs th e changing of th e date was overlooked. Pri ce 
for singles about 35.- . 

Th er e also occur in coll ections, and in tbe trade, large numbers of the 
lf2d. stamps with the r ed overprint A l , which do not have the rubber control 
stamp on the back. These are most likely printer's waste, which in some manner 
haYe gotten into th e trade through unofficial chann els. Price for singles abo,1t 
24.·-. 

PLATES USED FOR OVERPRINTING Al 

Th e printing forms used by Dollard for overprinting th e original 240 sub­
ject sheets of th e typographed stamps were made up as follows :- First there 
wer e set by means of a Mono-type machine, see Vol. V page 161, :five horizontal 
rows of three ·ubjects each; from these a Matrix was taken , and from this a 
given nnmber of ty pe-metal stereos wer e made. Sixteen of such 3x5 stereos 
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were arranged in four horizontal rows of four stereos each, taking into account 
the arrangement of the sheet, and were locked into a wooden frame. A_s a 
result of loosening, or shifting in the form during use, some of the stereos shifted 
up or down so that, across joins between the stereos, horizontal pairs occurred 
showing one overprint higher than the other- out of alignment pairs. 

In all Dollard used three different plates for Al, namely: Nos. I, II and 
III, all of which were composed and produced as above described. According 
to Vesey Plate I was used solely at first, see above re 1/zd. red overprint proofs. 
The remaining plates were put into use as required. Later on, from time to 
time, old or damaged stereos were replaced by new ones, always a complete 
3x5 stereo, so that for any one plate, characteristic position identification marks 
are not always constant. 

We shall learn later, in connection with the red overprints of the second 
issue, of a "combination" plate in which will be found stereos from Plate I 
and Plate III matrices. There is no evidence that this ''combination'' plate 
was used for making black overprints Al. 

As a result of the manner of production of the plates, see above, each plate 
shows certain setting varieties which repeat themselves, in each sheet in blocks 
of 3x5 (one stereo), sixteen times ( 4x4 stereos). Each original stereo setting 
for each plate had definite characteristics by means of which smaller blocks, 
especially those with upper or lower margins attached, may be assigned to 
definite stereos making up the plate. 

To determine for each value and its control, and also for certain varieties, 
the plate or plates used for overprinting is philatelically not only very inter­
esting, but often very enlightening. For example note the comments regarding 
the corner block of the ~l:Jd. red overprint proofs above. There follows, there­
fore, for each of the three plates, a description of the setting of the original 
3x5 stereo for each plate, whose subjects will be numbered as follows: 

PLATE I 
The original setting for this plate was set so carefully that 110 noticeable 

setting varieties occurred. The R ( ialtas) of the first line is al ways over the 
( S) e ( aladac) of the second line ; the (Sea) l ( adac ) of the second line is always 
vertically over the n (a) of the third line; and the n (a) of the third line is 
always over the (h ei)r(eann) of the fourth line. 

PLATE II 
The original setting for this plate shows the following variations: R (ialtas) 

over Se(aladac) instead of over the e in positions 5, 9, 11, 12, 15, (translator­
in position 3 also). This variety was caused by a shifting to the left of the 
entire first line, and is best recognized by prolonging downwards the last 
Gaelic letter of the first line where it should strike the peak of the A below it, 
wh er eas in the normal setting it would pass to the right of the peak of the A, 
see illustration page--· (Sea)Z(adac) of second line over na instead of over n 
in positions 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 12, 15. Last letter c of second line slightly raised 
in position 3. 

PLATE III 

The original setting for this plate shows the following variation: R (ialtas) 
over s e ( aladac) instead of over e in positions 1, 2, 3, 5, 11, 12, 13, 15. 
(Sea) l ( adac) of second line over na in positions 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 12, 13, 15. IJast 
letter c of second line raised and slightly more so than in plate II. 

All the plates were used for overprinting the values 1/z, 1 and 3d., whereas 
Plates I and II only were used for overprinting the values 5, 9 and lOd., and 
Plate I only was used for the values 21/z and 4d. 
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Aside from the setting varieties in the original stereos, which r epeat sixteen 
times in each overprinted sheet of 240 stamps, certain of the stereos showed 
definite varieties or damages which, accordingly, could occur only once in each 
sheet. The most noticeable of such varieties is the almost complete lack of the 
1of1922 in sheet position 199 ( translator- 17th row, 7th stamp) in overprints 
from Plate II. This variety is the only one catalogued, see No. 1 FII, No. 2 FII 
and No. 8 FI. This variety, however, can only have occurred on part of the 
production from Plate II because it is not found in the 3, 5 or 9d. values al­
though this plate was used for overprinting these values, see above. 

Other varieties in specific sheet positions are noted as follows: 
PLATE I. Broken i in (R )i(altas ), Row 11 stamp 10. Found in Nos. 

1-8. Short down-stroke of final letter r missing, Row 18 stamp 5. Found in 
Nos. 1, 2, 4 and 8. So-called 1022 due to loss of tail on 9. Found in various 
positions. See also r emarks under Plates II and III. 

PLATE II. L etter s i A in (R )iA (ltas ) upper parts missing. Row 1 stamp 
5. Found in Nos. 1, 2, 4, 6 and 8. Short downstroke of final letter r of Rialtas 
missing, also dot over c of Sealadac missing, Row 1 stamp 9 and Row 11 stamp 3. 
Found in Nos. 1, 2, 4 and 6. So-called 1022, see above, Row 20 stamp 1. Found 
in Nos. 1-8. 

PLATE III. (192 )2 much too small , Row 16 stamp 3. Found in Nos. 
1, 2 and 4. So-called 1022 found in various positions. 

INVERTED, DOUBLED OR BADLY PLACED OVERPRINTS Al 
In addition to varieties of setting and typ e disfigurement there are a number 

of overprint errors due to wrong or incorrect feeding of sheets into the printing 
presses. The most important of such errors are the inverted overprints on the 
1h and ld. , No. 1 FI and No. 2 FI, both of which occur mint and used. 

The lf2d. inverted overprint was noted as early as March 1922 in the trade 
press. It was issued at the Main Post Office in Dublin, among whose supply 
three sheets were supposedly found. When this information came to the atten­
tion of the Postmaster General, in spite of the fact that prompt orders were 
given for their withdrawal and destruction, one complete sheet had already been 
sold to a collector and p erhaps a second sheet broken into also. A lower left 
corner block of 3x2 was sold at auction by Plumridge, London, November 1928 
and brought £52. 

The situation with r egard to the ld. inverted overprint is somewhat differ­
en t. Of this variety also one sheet is supposed actually to have been sold over 
the counter in one of the County Dublin Post Offices. Th e inverted overprints 
of this sheet are strongly shifted or misplaced , so th at in observing the stamp 
ima ge in the proper manner the overprint appears placed too far toward the 
left. Cancelled copies of the error, with dates in April 1922, have been recorded. 
The only such specimen known to us, with cancellation of April 11, 1922, came 
from the presently to be discussed unofficially circulated sheets of printer's 
·waste ; but because of this, it must be concluded th at knowledge was had at 
th at time of th e r egularly issued sheet . 

It is not known how many sheets of the ld. inverted overprint error, 
No. 2 FI, came into circulation through unofficial channels, but according to 
Hopkins (see page 32, etc.) th er e must have been at least four, which contrary 
to those offi cially issued, showed well center ed overprints. Most of these sheets 
bore a later Control S22, and from one of the sheets the margins had been 
purpoaely removed for this r eason. From these unofficially circulated sheets 
several pairs have been used for the 2d. rate, see for example Illustration No. 27 
of Har mer 's Catalogue of the sale of the Agnew Collection .10 

Of t he ld. value ther e also exist s one used copy with double overprint, also 
from the Agnew Collection, whi ch at the sale of this collection brought £11. 
Th e double overprint was not , however , caused by a double passage of the sheet 
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through the press, but rather do we have a shift, that is, a ligbt doubling of 
the overprint due to a moving or shifting of th e sheet in the press. 

Finally there are found overprints in the Yz, 1 and 9d. values in which the 
overprint is shifted so strongly vertically that the date line appears at the 
top and the oth er four lines of the overprint appear below it, or that part of 
the elate line appears at the top and part at th e bottom of the stamp, or again 
that the first line, Rialtas, appears at the bottom and the four lower lin es a p­
pear above it. Premiums for such specimens 50-100% . 

With sufficiently strong misplacements the upper or lower marginal stamps 
lacked either th e year date or the Rialtas line. Of tbe first instance the % and 
ld. are known, of the later instance the ld. is known. Premiums accordingly. 

One sheet of the 1/2d. became known which had been fed into the pre s so 
poorly that the top row of 12 stamps of eac h pane, the six left hand stamps of 
eac!i row r eceived at the Yen' bottom th e Rialtas line of the overprint only, 
whereas the six right hand stamps of each row r ece ived no overprint at all. 
Ac•;ording·ly th e right side of this sheet prodnced six vertical pai.rs with and 
without overprint, whereas the left side of the sheet produced six vertical pairs 
of which th e upper stamps showed only the impression of the Hialtas line along 
the lower perforated edge. Price for such specimens about 50 '/o less than for 
No. 1 FUJ. As against the above, th e gutter between th e pane:;, and the bottom 
margiu of this sheet received each 12 overprints, of which th e six right hand 
subjrets were complete and the six left hand subjects la cked the Rialtas line. 
This particular sheet, whose various combinations are shown in illustrations 
31, :18 and 34 of Harmer 's Catalogue of th e Agnew Coll ection , was bought by 
an Trish Officer who kept it in unsevered condition. Later on, however, becanse 
oj' carrless keeping or otherwise, the right hand half of this sheet became stained, 
so that th e vertical pairs No. 1 FIIT, whicb came from this half of the sheet, 
always have a stained appearance. 

Horizontal shifting of the overprint of the 1/2 d. is also occasionally found 
showing the left or right hand ends of the longer lines of th e overprint ap­
pearing on the adjacent stamps. Similar shifts are also found in the 5d. value. 

Among· other printing varieties Freeman & Stubbs mention the occurence 
of th e Yz and ld. values with only the "22" of the date 1922 showing, also parts 
of the overprint appearing on the gummed side of the sheet because of a turning 
over of the sheet corners. Offsets, printing machine offsets, are found in the 
values 1h, 1, and 4cl. (Premiums). 

A further variety, ld. with inverted watermark, is also to be noted. Price 
for such specimens - .-. 

PLATE FOR OVERPRINTING A3 

Dollard used but one plate for overprinting the three high values. Th e 
manner of production was the setting up of one block of 20 subjects, 5 horizontal 
rows of 4 each, on a l\Iono-type machine, see above. From this block a matrix 
was taken, and from this, according to sheet arrangement of ten horizontal rows 
of four stamps, two stereos wer e made and placed one under th e other to make 
up 1he plate. 

'l'he only notable variety in this overprint is found in thr third line, con­
sisting- of the two words '' na h eireann '', in which this line measures 2lmm. in 
length instead of 21.5mm. 'l'his variety is found in positions 4, 8. 24, 28, and 33. 
This variety must have existed in positions 4 and 8 of each of the stereos, se€ 
above, whereas it 's occurrence in sheet. position 33, stereo position 13, must haYe 
been occasioned by some irregularity in th e making of this stereo (translator-­
the lower stereo of th e plate). Premium for single specimens 50-100 % . 

(JO) Th e Co ll ec tor ' s C lub Libra r y contains c opi es of th e Harmer Sa l es of th e Agn ew 
Coll ec tion in 19 30, and th e V esey Coll ec tion in ln3, both of which contain man~· illus­
t 1·ation s of uniqu e i t ems 1· e f erred to in th e t ext. Th e cataloging of th e coll ec t i ons th em­
s e J,·e s n1 nk e s a Ye ry inte re st in g study.-Transl a tor. 
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Inasmuch as 2lmrn. is th e normal measurement of this same third line in 
the '!'horn overprint A5 on the high values, attention is called to the fact that in 
the Thom overprint the first line measures 12mm. and the second line only 
14.Gmm as against 12.5mm and 15mm. in the Dollard overprint A3, even wher e 
the third line measures the same in both overprints. 

· Of the lOsb. value one sheet was sold showing th e overprint so strongly 
shifted to the right, and applied in a slanting direction to such an extent, that 
in the bottom row the last n of h eireann appeared on th e neighboring stamp to 
the right. (See Ill. No. 48, of the lower right hand block from this sheet, of 
the Harmer Catalogue of th e sale of the Agnew Collection ) . 

Th e 21/2sh. stamp first appeared in chocolate brown shades, later, about 
the end of March, in sepia brown shades. 'l'hese stamps are also found with 
slight traces of reentries, also with guide lin es. Premiums accoTC1ingly. 

The 5sh. stamp has been submitted, with overprint A3, on apparently ribbed 
paper, see Vol. III page 783. Price about 15sb. unused. 

THE THOM OVERPRINT TYPE A2 (Nos. 9'-12) 
The quantities iRsued of the various values Nos. 9-12 are not known, al­

though the first printing is supposed to have had a total face value of £73,000. 
PROOFS. Little is known of the dealings leading up to the award of the 

contract to 'fhom for overprinting the typographed values 11/z, 2, 6d and l sh ., 
nor is there reliable information regarding the time of awarding the contract 
and the actual beginning of overprinting. However, 'fhom also sped the over­
printing and the delivery of the stamps to the Post Office Department so that 
they were available for distribution at all Post Offices on th e morning of F eb. 17 
along with the Dollard overprintt:>. 

Thorn seems first to have submitted overprint proofs using a smaller type 
(translator- than eventually used by them), at least there exist specimens of 
tbe value overprinted by Thom, 11/2 . 2, 6d. and l sh . also lcl., which show an 
overprint as illustrated, whose elate fignrcs 1922 are id entical with those used 
in the 'fhom overprint A2. 

Of the definite Thom overprint A2 there are, as in th e case of the Dollard 
overprints, Al and A3, proofs on plain paper, that is not on postage stamps, 
of which a full sheet of 240 was contained in th e Agn ew Collection. Prices for 
single specimens a bout 7 .50. 

(To b e con t inu ed.) 



72 OOLLEOTORS OLUB PHILATELIST 

The Collectors Club Philatelist 
Published Quarterly by THE COLLECTORS CLUB , 

W . R. M'COY, Editor 
Office of Publication, 104 Academy Ave., Federalsburg, Md. 

Editorial and Executive Offices, 22 East 35th Street, New York City. 

Subscription Rates $3.00 per Year Advertising Rates 
Single Copies $1.00 Upon Request 

Entered as second-class matter July 5 , 192i , at the Post Office at Federalsburg, 
Maryland. under Act of March 3, 1879 . 
MELVILLE LIBRARY 
Unfortunately the Melville Library is not coming to the Collectors Club as 

we had hoped. 
Shortly after Mr. Melville's death, the Library was offered to the Collec­

tors Club for £1800. 'l'he Friends of the Library immediately had an appraisal 
made by its representative in England, and the highest value they would place 
upon it was £1200. 

A tentative offer was made on this basis c. i. f. (including war risk insur­
ance). If this had been accepted, the money was to be paid on the submission 
of full inventory and all other necessary papers to complete the transaction. 
A member advanced the Friends a London credit for this sole purpose, should 
it prove a worthwhile buy. However, we have been informed that there has 
been a much higher bid than ours, and, therefore, our bid has been withdrawn 
and the credit cancelled. 

ADDITIONS TO THE EDITORIAL STAFF 
This number of the Collectors Club Philatelist marks the beginning of our 

twentieth year, a ripe old age for a philatelic journal. So that we may improve 
with our age, we have appointed three club members to the editorial staff who 
are leaders in their r espective fields. 

Mr. Gerard Gilbert has kindly consented to take over a new department­
the 19th Century Classics. Mr. Gilbert, formerly a citizen of France where 
he gained international fame for bis knovvledge of the classics and now domi­
ciled in this country, will present through his column much data heretofore 
unpublished; thus will be preserved valuable philatelic information that might 
be otherwise lost. 

Mr. Malcolm Johnson has agreed to take over the book r eviews. W e have 
always felt that our book r eviews should be strong and vigorous and a real 
guide to our members in their selection of books. M:r. Johnson is a well-known 
publisher and a student of philately. H e has a flair for separating the good 
from the bad in philatelic literature, and this department will undoubtedly 
become a much appreciated feature of the Philatelist. 

Mr. Elton L. Sclmellbacker has been appointed photographer to the Phila­
telist. Fine illustrations are of the utmost value in an article for the proper 
appreciation of the text, but it is not always easy to get r esults from the ma­
terial submitted. W e now have at our disposal one of the finest cameras built 
(a part of the Luff Room equipment ) and a photographer who has devoted 
years to the study of philatelic photography. l\Ir. Schnellbacker has served 
unofficially for the past year and has been complimented on his work in the 
Collectors Club Philatelist. 

With these additions to our staff we feel much will be added to your en­
joyment of the future numbers of the Philatelist. 
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Book Reviews 
by 

MALCOLM JOHNSON 

Send all books to be r eviewed to the Editor Collectors Club Philatelist, 
22 E . 35th St., New York City. 

Please mention sale price. It is of interest to our Readers. 
STAMPS OF CHINA AND THE TREA'l'Y 
PORTS. 201 pages, illustrated. Price 
$1.50. Shanghai: The Roman Stamp 
Co., P. O. Box 601, 97B Route Vallon. 
Obtainable in the United States from 
Henry Renouf, Belchertown, Mass. 

An interesting aspect of philatelic pub­
lishing is that the handbook issued for 
the purpose of selling stamps can fre­
quently be more valuable even to the 
specialist than earnest works of research . 
A good example is this priced catalog of 
China, the Treaty Ports and Formosa. 
Shanghai is omitted. The prices, in 
American dollars, are given for singles 
and blocks , and an examination of them 
brings to mind some of the late Theo­
dore Siddall's sulphurous remarks about 
Chinese quotations in the big catalogs. 
The descriptive contents assemble most 
of the known facts, including discoveries 
made up to the fall of this year, and while 
the general co llector may be dismayed by 
an array of varieties in plates and paper 
whose existence he had never suspected, 
the specialist will find this the most h e lp­
ful guide published in a long time. Minor 
points in certain difficult issues are de­
scribed and accurately pictured , from the 
four printings of the classic first issue to 
the most recent secret marks. Most of 
the plate varieties are also priced, al ­
though in this connection it shou Id be 
noted that a few well-known plate varie­
ties are missing altogether. The care­
fully edited section on the Treaty Ports 
is particularly welcome, for it must be 
more than five years since the last check­
list appeared , and much research has gon e 
on in the meantime. No m ention is· made 
of issues a nd varieties not fully author­
ised (with the exception of the four pro­
Yisional bisects) , so that such essential 
it ems in China's postal history as th e 
Hung Hsien issue and the more recent 
Shansi locals are not listed, nor is there 
a ny account of postal stationery or fis­
cals. Nevertheless this book as a whole 
cannot be praised too hig hly a nd is 
heartily r ecommended to anyone whose 
interest in one of the cleanest and most 
rewarding of all countries is more than 
a purely casual one. 

TRANSVAAL POSTAGE STAMPS. By 
J. H. Curle a nd A. E . Basden. x + 154 
pages; 12 plates in pocket. London: 
The Royal Philatelic Societl·. 

The Curle and Basden book is in many 
respects the most nearly perfect job yet 
done in producing a handbook of the 
stamps of any one country. In contrast 
to a lmost every previous production, it 
is scrupu lously free of irrelevant matter, 
of meaningless statements, and . of hints 
or implications where actually there is no 
knowledge. "Must have been" guesses, 
which disfigure too many able stamp 
handbooks, are conspicuously absent. 

From the start of the Transvaal's post­
al history about 1863 , through the in­
troduction of stamps in 1869 , the many 
printings of early issues , the British 
occupation issues, the so-called "Second 
Republic" (really, as leaks out, a Kru­
ger dictatorship) and to 1910, the his­
tory of the stamps is fu ll y told without 
"aste of words. Descriptions of what 
is completely shown by an illustration, 
citations from wordy legal documents , 
etc. are conspicuously and pleasingly ab­
sent. But all established phi latelic 
knowledge about Transvaa l stamps is 
included. Nothing that is positively 
known, whether as to platings of over­
prints, occasions of e rrors , etc. is omit­
ted. The information given appears to 
me to be correct to t h e last detail. 

By far the most valuable section is that 
on forgeries. Co llecto rs of Transvaal 
have been plagued by these in quantity; 
and the descriptions, the k ey points for 
detection, hitherto published , have been 
irritatingly vague. Messrs. Curle and 
Basden have made it practicable to de­
tect Transvaal forgeries with as nearly 
certain accuracy as is probably humanly 
possible. Inte resting chapters on postal 
s tationery, proofs, postmarks (with list 
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of all id e n t itl ed num eral cancella tions ), 
a nd on " The Rares t Tra nsvaa ls" round 
out the treatment; a nd a w e ll annotated 
ch eck list (called "catalogue") is g ive n. 
E~ very illu s trati on serv es a de finite pur­
pose and serves it fu lly, in cluding the 
plates, both in b lack and in co lor, acco m­
panying the book. 

Am eri can practice wou ld have u sed a 
type a bout ha lf as large as that u sed for 
th e text, and co nd en sed th e pages while 
r edu ci ng th e cost. But we are g rateful 
for the conveni ent form and easy r ead­
in g, as compa red t o th e sam e amo unt of 
material com pressed into 58 pages in 
Ge ldhof 's book on the Orange Free State. 
The lite r a r y style is far above tha t round 
in almost a ll stamp publications, eve n 
those conside r ed the fin est. 'l' ran svaaJ 
P ostage Stamps is a readable book. 

- S. G. R. 

l'BNNY POS'l'AGE CEN'l"ENARY. E<l· 
ited by Srunu el Gravesou. Cl ot h: 144 
pages, illust..ated. Price 10sh. 6d. 
Lon don : publis hed by 'l'h e Postal His­
tory Society. 

1 9 40 has seen m a ny books ce lebrat in g 
the centen a ry of the first postage stamp , 
Eugland 's penny blacks. Sir Row la nd 
Hill's position in philate ly h as been ex­
a mined a nd eva luated in eve ry con ce iv­
a bl e way, but this coll ection of pape rs is 
a n a ddition to, not a repetition of other 
publi cation s. P e rhaps its outsta ndin g 
feature is Robson L owe's study of the 
multitude of proofs and essays which pre­
ced ed Sir Rowland's work. Mr. Lowe 
s upplies a n excellent a nd w e ll illustrated 
desc ript ive list of the d esigns submitted 
to th e Crown ; d esigns r a n g ing from the 
fantastic to those c lose ly approaching 
the on es fin a lly chosen for use. Other 
ch a pter s include R. K. Wortley's M ile­
stones in Postal History, C. R. Clear 's 
'J'l1e B irt h of th e Postal Se rvice, Cyril H. 
Rock 's Bru ce Ca s tle Postal l\lusemn, and 
several a dmirabl e contribu t ions by th e 
editor. The book as a who le is a tribute 
to the Posta l History Society, found ed in 
19 3 6, which has obviously attracted som e 
of th e best scho la rship in British phi­
lately. The essay on posts and postal 
routes from the seventeenth cen t ury on , 
with reproductions of o ld prints, docu­
ments, letters a nd franks , is extr e m ely 
valu a ble, a nd th ere is other m ateria l h ere 
which makes this one of the outsta ndin g 
publications of th e cente n a ry year. 

FAMOUS AMERI CAN SERIES. 32 pps. 
New Yo1·k: 'l'he .Jo u r n a l-American 

Co mple te data on the seven series iss u ed 
(so fa r) picturing fa mou s Ameri cans. 
Pictures , da t es , biographical informa t ion 
a bo u t the subjects offer the young col­
lecto r a n inexpensive a djunct to his col­
lection of these prolific iss u es. 

POSTAGE S'lAl\'IPS OF l\'IANC"Hl:l\:UO. 
13oar d s: 00 pages. 25 p lates in color, 
12 phot ographs in monoton e . Hsin­
king, Man chukuo: The Man chuk uo 
Postal Society. Obta inable from John 
V. Sweet, P . 0. Box 269, Harbin , Man­
ch ukuo. 

Un like Mr. Haag-Pede r so n 's excellent 
spec ia l ised list in g of Manchukuo, r e­
vi ewed in October, t h is is less a study of 
th e stam ps th emse lves than o f th e ir 
back gro und. Every regul a r issu e is care­
fully d escr ibed, an d each one is h and­
so m ely illustrated by a lithographed plate 
in co lo r , but no attempt is made to cover 
e rrors minute ly, or to ass ig n values . The 
emphasis is on postal histo ry, a nd a full­
e r treatment co u Id h ard ly be desired of 
the orig in s of Manchukuo and of its post­
a l system, of the des ig n s of t he stamps 
a nd translat ions of t h e ir inscriptions , the 
occasions of th e commemora tiv es, a nd 
t h e r easons behind the various s u r ­
charges. Since the appearance of the 
first iss u e in July 1 9 3 2, ther e ha ve been 
n o specul~tives and no excessively hig h 
values, an d t his book goes fa r to explain 
why. 

INDI AN S'CAMPS USED AJ3ROAD. In ­
dian Campaign and Field Post Offices. 
13~, Robson Lowe. 24 pps. Price 5 / . 
L;,ndon : pu blis hed by t h e a u tho1-. 

The su bject of Indi a n fi eld pos t-offi ces, 
whi ch r a n ges in time an d p lace from 
Chin a in th e Boxer R e be llion , a nd Tibet 
in t h e s tormy days before th e Chin ese 
Revolution, to the first World Viar, a nd 
back to t h e e ighteenth century, has been 
attracting in cr easing attention in late 
years. Best curre n t g u id e to th e post a nd 
id entification mark s is this compilation, 
which is a gath erin g together of the dis­
tinguished au th or's own work a nd that 
of man y other stude nts . 

No aspect of postal hi story is more fa r­
r a ng ing , or more gen erally interesting. 
t ha n a s urvey of the activiti es of th e 
Indian r egim ents , whos e philatelic foot­
prints h a ve b een r ecorded h a lf-way 
aro und t h e g lobe . Great a nd distant 
oames: the conquest of Scinde, th e Indian 
Mutiny, th e Expedition against the Chin , 
the Somaliland Fie ld F or ce, the forces 111 

Egypt , Malta , Burma, China , Afgh anis­
tan , P e r s ia , Singapo r e, Zanzibar, fill these 
pages. If yo u are seekin g a n ew, diffi­
cult and sti mulat in g fi e ld of co llecting. 
look into t h ese Indi an ite ms. 
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I

OW 'l'O AR.RANGE .-\ ND WRI'l'E-UP A 
S'l'AMP COLLEO'l'ION. 2nd 1·evised 
a nd e nl a rged edition. B y Stan le y 
Phillips a nd 0 . P. Rang. 72 pps . Price 
3 / 6. J_,ondon: Stanley Gibbo ns, Ltd. 

It was e ight years ago that t bis h a nd­
Look o n the car e and appearance of col­
iections was fir st issu ed , a nd t his new 
a nd larger ed ition is a welcome a niva l. 
t cove rs, with text a nd plenty of grap hi c 

illustrations, s uch points as the cho ice of 
alb um s , tb e man ipulation of hin ges, t he 
artistic a rra ngem ent of stamps, a nd the 
prope rly h an dsom e writing up of co l­
lections. The latter is a n art pract ised 
much mor e in England tban here, whe r e 
typew r ite rs , newspaper clippin gs and in 
ge n e ral anythin g rather t h a n ha nd-letter­
ing is resorted to. Writing up is indi s­
pu t edly h a rd work, but no one w ho has 
see n some of th e English exhibition pages 
will deny t h at it h as its satisfactions. 
Her e a re the princip les, with th e simple 
a lphabets, the kind of pens to use, the 
treatm ent of t he bl ack as wen as the nor­
mal quadrilled white page. Here a lso is 
sage advice o n arra ngement in general. 
Some of t he information is rudim e n tar y; 
a good dea l of i t would go fa r to improve 
tb e appea r a nce of most of our album. 
pages . 

'l'HJ<J VIO'.fORJAN POS'l'AGE S'l:AMJ>S 
OF NATAL. By Eric \V. l\1ain1 , F.R. 
P.S.L. 54 pps ., t wo plates . Repl'inted 
in r evised a nd co1Tccted fo1·m from th e 
J_,ondon Philatelist. 

The literature on Natal is s parse, per­
haps because t h e r e have b een compa r a­
tively few s pecia li sts in t h e cou ntry. The 
stamps themse lves are not particu la rl y 
attractiv e, t b ey are expe n sive , and, as tb e 
a uthor points o u t, the difficulty of te llin g 
t h e origina ls from t h e inexplica bl e su c­
cess ion of reprints bas always been a 
bar ri er . Mr. Mann's brilliant study is not 
like ly to add to their popula r ity, but his 
work should be read as a mod e l of pa­
t ient r esearch a nd inte lligent writing. 
He makes tbe point t b at t he early issues 
of Natal , like the Hawa ii a n Miss io nar ies 
or British Gu ia na Circula rs , should be 
classed a m ong the few true "Primitives" 
of ph ilately , a nd provides a vast a mount 
ol' information on t he obscu re points of 
t h ese iss ues. Tbe later outp u t. some­
ti m es as confusing as t h e earli er , is 
t r eated with t b e same thorou g hn ess. and 
t his monog r a ph , like 'l"ransvaal Post­
age Stamps, (also r eviewed in this iss u e), 
is a n importan t contribution to the liter­
ature of Sou t h Afr ica. 
EARLY POS'IAL SERVICE IN WES'.r­
ERN VIRGINIA. By Delf Nm·ona . 
In the magazin e , \Vest Virginia His­
to10)', Oh a 1·leston, \Vest V it·gi:nia, Vol. 
11, No. 1. 

If th e co mplete posta l e ncyclopaedia of 
this country eve r co m es to be written, it 
will be based on regional r esearch of the 
type this a r t icle r epresents. Mr . Noro na 
b as m a d e a minu te study of governm ent 
a nd other r ecords , a nd from t h e m drawn 
a de tailed picture of post-masters, post­
offices a nd postal rn u tes in w estern Vir­
g ini a, from t h e inception of t h e first 
r oute in 179 2 to r o ughly 1 80 1. Postage 
costs a nd rates a r e estima t ed, a nd t he 
a rticle is full of su ch in terestin g minu­
tiae as t he e ig h teen th century sala r y of 
the pos tmaste r at W es t Libe rty, on e 
Zach a ri a h Sprigg. It was $4 6.30. 

l'ROFl'J' IN POS'J'AGE S'l'AMPS .. A Study 
o f Min t U ni ted States I ssu es as an. In­
vest1ncnt. B y 'l'homas Young. Oloth: 
94 pages. Pt•ice $l.50. New Yo1·k: 
Harbinget· Rous<'. 

The law of s upply and demand ope r­
ates in t be stamp m a rket as in a ny other ; 
i t. is poss ibl e , with suffic ient acumen a nd 
fores ight, to buy c hea p a nd sell dear . A 
~mart operator migh t co nce ivab ly, in the 
yea r 1 921 , have purchased ten s h eets of 
Scott's # 545 from his local post office at 
8 cost of $ 10 , a nd find himself today in 
th eoretical possess ion of $8500. Or, as 
Mr. Young puts it , if you ha d invested 
$ 1 32 a year in co mm emor at ives from 
1 9 1 2 to 1 929, yo u would now have $ 1 08,-
000 in catalogue va lu e, or $ 60,000 at 
market. His book d eals sole ly with 
s tamps as a n inves tm ent, an d notes that 
coll ectors a r e occasionally disillusioned 
w he n t h ey find th at their coll ections can­
not b e disposed of at a profit. United 
Stat es iss u es a lone a r e co nsider ed , a nd 
there is mu ch in formation fo r t h e in ­
vestor, inc luding a ch a pte r on h ow to 
reali se on the profits. Opinions vary on 
t hi s pbase of co ll ectin g, an d t h er e is no 
r eason why a man should not accum u ­
late mint sheets, if h e is so inclined , in­
stead of Continen tal Can. But invest­
m ent in stamps r equires a bou t the sam e 
a mount of t im e an d knowledge as s uc­
cessfu l investment in a nything e lse, a nd 
even United States issu es do not invari­
a b ly in crease in va lu e. Ther e is no qu es­
tion, however , t h at over the yea rs they 
are sound property. an d Mr. Yo ung's 
hook can only bo lster that opinion. 
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STAMPS OF PEACE. Pan-Ame1·ican 
Union Jubilee Postage Stamp Album. 
'l'ext by Prescott H. T h orp. Price $1. 
64 pps. New York: Jacques Minkus, 
Gimbel Brothers. 

As part of the g en e r a l move m ent to in­
cr ease American inter est in South 
America, Jacques Minkus h a s prepared an 
inexpensive album to house a small r e p­
resenta tive collection of South and Ce n­
tral Am erican issues. Prefaced by Dr. 
L . S. Rowe, director gen e r a l of the Pan­
Am erican Union , it contains a one-page 
political and philatelic history of each 
country, faced by a borde r ed page for a 
group of its stamps. For a s ide line col­
lection, for the countless beginne rs whose 
inter est in the lands to the south has been 
stirred by recent activiti es in Washing­
ton, this book performs a r eal se rvice. 
Schools might do worse than introduce 
it in connection with the study of the 
geography and history of South Am erica. 

FAMOUS STAMPS. By L. N. and M. Wil­
liams. Oloth: 256 pages, 16 plates. 
London and Edinburgh: \:V. & R. 
Chambers, Ltd. 

The history of famous s tamps is al­
ways interesting, particularly wh en told 
by such pra ctised writers as the Williams. 
H er e is the story of the most famous 
stamp of all, the British Guiana 1 p., and 
of many others less famous but no less 
interesting, from the point of discovery 
through the various cha nges of owner­
ship. Included are the finds which have 
become almost legendary, a nd which still 
inspire the searches a mong old r ecords 
a nd in dusty attics tha t continue to turn 
up n ew treasures. The plates illustrate 
n early all the stamps described , lacking 
only th e few that th e war has made un­
availabl e. Full of little-known d etails, 
and with a condensed biogra phy of each 
stamp, this is an admirable exa mple both 
of good writing a nd d f good r esearch. 

}{NOW YOUR. STAMPS. Part Ill. l\i to 
Z. Ily F1·ank Aretz. 28 pages. PI·ice 
35c. Toronto, Canada: Marks Stamp 
Co., Ltd. 

The third section of Mr. Are tz 's work 
on counte rfeits includes countries from 
Monaco through Zululand, and is as clear 
and w e ll illustrated as its pred ecessors. 
This seri es (a fourth section is to appear 
soon) is so well-done and h elpful that it 
should be in even th e most modes t phila­
telic r e fe r ence library. 
AIRMAILS. B)· Emil Bruechig. 34 
pages. Published by the author, New 
Yo1·k. 

Spira l bound and ha ndsom ely illu s­
t r ated, this introduction to the fi e ld of 
airmail coll ecting traces briefly the high­
lights of the hobby. Ther e are chapters 
on famous flights , g r eat rarities, the 
pigeon posts of besieged Paris and the 
more recent pigeongrams of Great Bar­
rie r Island , airmail issues as an invest­
m ent, a nd othe r matte r s of interest to 
th e enthusiast. Not least in appeal is 
the chapte r on the first official airmail , 
which was flown from Allahaba d in India, 
a city whose previous claim to fam e has 
bee n its connections with Kipling 's early 
career. An exce llent brochure, and good 
propaganda for a irmail collecting. 

CATALOGUE OF UNITED STA'l'ES 
S'l'AMPS SPEOIALIZE'D. 19th Edi­
tion, 1941. Edited by Hugh 1\1. Clark. 
472 pps. PI·ice $3.00. New Y01·k: 
Scott P ublications, Inc. 

Ther e is no book quite like this any­
whe r e e lse in the world. Many special­
is ts in other countries may w ell wish 
ther e w e r e, but even such great sta mp 
collecting countries as Great Britain 
have no true equivalent. Every type of 
postal paper , and indeed any type of 
stamped paper, is described and, where 
it can be , priced . Nothing is n eglected, 
even the postal souvenirs of sanitary 
fairs . From hunting permits, better 
known as du ck stamps, to embossed co­
lonial r evenu es and R ed Cross Seals, 
everything is in cluded , a nd this year two 
sections h a ve been a dd ed, covering World 
"\Var Soldie rs' Le tte r s and Interna tiona l 
R e ply Coupons. It is a lmost enough to 
say of it tha t no one can collect United 
States s tamps without it , but some trib­
ute should be pa id to th e profound 
learning of the editor, and to the h elp 
given by various organizations studying 
particular sections of po·stal history. As 
much an e ncyc lopaedia a s a catalogu e, it 
will continue in the n e w edition to be, as 
it has been from its inception , the bible 
of th e coll ec tor of postal Am erican a. 

'l'HE COMMONWEAJJ'l'H SPECIALIS'IB' 
CATALOGUE. Sixth Edition, 1941. 
Price 3 / 6. 72 pps. Melbourne, Aus­
tralia: Orio-Smith & Co. 

Hi ghly s pecia lised ch ecklist and price­
lis t of Au s tralia n issues, including ever y 
known variety of pa pe r , perforation , 
control , pl a te flaw and r e-entry, and such 
surcharges as th e unauthorised Lord 
Howe Island Provisiona l. The r e touch es , 
secr et marks a nd othe r idiosyncrasi es of 
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most Australian issues are innumerable , 
but th e descriptions here are sound, and 
the illustrations large and clear. The 
pricing, in Australian pounds, is extended 
to n early a ll minor varieties. 

Even th e ardent enthusiast of Austra­
li a may qu estion whethe r ten shades of 
red (in the 1 1/z d , 19 2 4) a r e r eally identi­
fiable, or whe ther some twenty plate va­
rieties in the same stamp do not indi­
cate a certain laxness in a modern print­
ing establishment, but there is no qu es­
tion of the thoroughness of this booklet. 
It contains, incide ntally, a statement 
new a t least to this writer, that certain 
Co mmonwealth issues were postmarked 
to order a nd placed on sale to the pub­
li c in used and specimen sets. 

BRIEFMARI{EN-IrATALOG ZUMSTEIN 
1941. xiv+ 7<J<6 pps . Price Swiss 
francs 4 .50. Berne : Zumstein & Cie. 

The European catalog u ers, whatever 
the handicaps under which they work , 
continue to turn out work of their usual 
high standard. Zumstein's 24th edition 
of their catalog of the stamps of the 
countries of Europe a nd offices abroad is 
no exception. With the text in German 
a nd the n et selling prices in Swiss 
francs (currently around twenty-three 
cents to the franc), a nd such features 
as the printing of speculative and simi­
lar ly suspicious issues in a smaller face 
of type, this co mpilation is a ha ndy ad­
junct to th e lib rary of collectors of these 
iss u es , as we ll as a tribute to the courage 
a nd confid ence of th e Swiss dealers. 

MICHEL BR.IEFMARJ\:EN KATALOG, 
Vol. I, Europa, Vol. II Ubersee, 3263 
pps . Leipzig, Eugen B erlin. 

As this is writte n there a r e no mails 
fro m Paris, an d there is only the rumour 
that Yvert-Tellier will a ppear this year , 
but without cuts. The American and 
English catalog u es for 1941, Scott's and 
Stanley Gibbon's. have already been pub­
lish ed. The fourth of the world's g r eat 
cata log u es, Michel's , has just arr ived in 
t hi s country . 

In i ts blue and gold binding it is mu ch 
the sam e in appearance as in other years, 
its ge neral format unch a nged , its illus­
trations up to d ate, and its text edited 
with th e sam e thoroughness as in years 
past. Prices in many instances a r e a l­
te r ed , but in accordance with the trend 
of t h e internationa l m a rket. The notes 
on forgeries a nd specia l items are as 
so und as in the past, and the length has 
been ext end ed by 8 8 pages . It r e m a ins 
Lhe fin a l word on German issu es of every 
variety, and on the countries and issu es 
(Formosa , as a n instance) that other 
catalogu es touch sparingly, if a t all. 
STANLEY GIBBONS' PRICED CATA­
LOGUE OF POSTAGE STAMPS 1941. 
47th edition. 2019 pps. Price 18/ 6. 
London: Stanley Gibbons, L t d. 

STANLEY GIBBONS' "SIMPLIFIED" 
S'CAMP CATALOGUE. 9th E 'dition. 
1198 pps. Pi·lce 6 / 6 . London: Stan­
ley Gibbons, Ltcl. 

There is a paper shortage, and, as this 
is being writte n , bombs are fallin g 
a cross the length of Eng land. The only 
visible r ecognition Messrs. Stanley Gib­
bons have given in their n ew catalogs 
to these and other conditions of the war 
is a s light curtailment of illustrative 
cuts, and a slight increase in the gen­
eral range of prices. For the rest these 
two catalogues are as complete, as 
thorough and as w e ll manufactured as 
iu the most peaceful of times. The larg­
er catalog, known for many years for the 
co mplet est descriptive material of any 
publicat ion of its type, shows few changes 
frnm the past, other tha n thos e noted. 

The smaller catalog, listing some 
63,000 varieties, and confining itse lf to 
m ajor varieties, without r eferen ce to 
watermark, perforation or minuter dis­
tinctions , remains a distinct contribution 
not only to philate lic publishing, but to 
philatelic thinking. General collecting, 
which must a lways r e m a in the backbone 
01' the hobby, has notoriously had no 
easy time in th e de luges of twentieth 
century issues, and a simplifi ed listing 
has wid es pread uses. Not long ago some 
one pointed out that th e most attractive 
exhibit at any pub iic showing of postage 
s ta mps would b e a pe rfectly straight­
forward coll ection of United States 
stamps, assembled with no r egard what­
soever for varieties, but showing simply 
the designs which w e have used from 
the start on our postal pa pe r. Ther e is 
sound g ood sense in that, as there is 
sound goo d sense in Stanley Gibbons' ed­
it in g of wh a t a mounts to a catalog of 
stamp designs. It is a n idea that might 
b e commended to American publishers. 
Ther e will a lways be a de m a nd for th e 
com.plete catalog , but many a co llector , 
poring n ow over his ben zine ba th a nd his 
perforation scale, would be g rateful for 
a b ook like this , a nd a n a lbum d esig n ed 
to go with it. 

FIVE AMERICAN IMMORTALS. By 
Joseph Auslander. Cloth, boxed: 50 
pages. Limited to 475 copies. 'Vo1·­
cester, Mass.: Achille J. St. Onge. 
A great American po et, Joseph Auslan­

d er, and a great American printer , D. B. 
Updike, h a ve collaborated to make this 
miniature book (measuring about 2 in. 
by 3 in .) on the five poe ts pictured on the 
F'amous Americans series. The stamps 
themselves a r e used to illustrate the brief 
essays on the life a nd works of the poets. 
This is a collector's ite m, for philatelists 

. a nd bibliophiles alike. 
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Additions to the Library 
China Stamp Monthly, Vol. I. Gift of 

H. F. Bowker. 

Gids voor Philatelistische Literatuur van 
Nederland en Kolonien . By M. J . van 
H eerdt-Kolff. By Exchange. 

Ind ian Stamps Used Abroad. By and 
Gift of Robson Lowe. 

Rivad av ia Se ries of Argentina. Classi­
fic a tion of the Uses of the Four Pl a t es 
of the lie. By and gift of Capt. Cha r les 
Jewell. 

Postage Stamps of War ( 1 85 4-1914 ). 
By Doug las B. Armstrong. 

Notes on King's Heads and 20th Century 
Colonials in General. By W. H. A. 
Willi a ms. 

Stanley Gibbons' Postage Stamp Cata­
logue, 47th Ed. (Whole World), 1941. 

Stanley Gibbons' Simplified Stamp Cata­
logue, 9th Edition , 1941. Both g ift of 
Stanley Gibbons Ltd. 

United Sta t es W aterway P ack etmarks 
18 32-1 899. By a nd Gift of Eugene 
Kl e in . 

A number of philatelic handbooks. Gift 
of H a ns Lagerlof. 

Air Ma il Booklet. Gift of Emil Bru echig. 

Stamps of P eace (Pan American Union). 
Gift of Jaques Minku s. 

Donation of a numbe r of photograph s of 
stamps. From Mr . Abraham Hatfield. 

Stamps Magazine. Bound volum e XXXII. 
Gift of H. L. Lindquist. 

El P e ru Filatelico. Copies of all issu es 
missing from our file. Gift of Centro 
Filate lico de! Peru. 

Catalog u e Descriptif de to us Jes Timbres­
Poste. A. Maury, Paris . 6th Edition 
J u ly 1872. Gift of John K . Rietdijk. 

Zumstein 1 9 41 Briefmarken K a talog. 
Gift of publishers. 

Irish Postal History. By C. J. Coo ke . 
Gift of H. G. Ze rvos. 

F'a mou s Americans Series, United States 
Stamps. Issued by and g ift of New 
York Journal American. 

L es Emissions Postales du Ven ezu e la by 
Georges Brunel 

Ostropa Konigsber g Pr. 1935 
Fmnland Part I 19 3 3 
Portrait-Frimarken by Arsenius 
Several catalogues a nd other mate ri a l. 

Gift of Hans Lager loef. 

P enny Postage Centenary. Edited by 
Samuel Gra veson. Pub li shed by Postal 
H istory Socie ty , London. Gift of Mr. 
Graveson . 

Le y de! Timbre d e los Estados-Unidos 
Mexicanos. By Emili a no Busto 1879 . 
Gift of Howard S. Aronson, M. D., Dal­
las, T exas. 

Postage Stamps of the Union o f South 
Africa. By G. W. R eynolds. Exchange 
with Phi latelic Society of Los Angeles. 

Know Your Stamps. Part III. By Frank 
Aretz. Gift of Marks Stamp Co. Ltd. 

Michel Briefmarken K atalog 19 41. Eu-
ropa and Ubersee editions. Gift of 
Publisher. 

Bolli e Gli Annullamenti Postali d egli 
Stati Sardi Usati n e l P eriodo 1851-
63. By A lbe rto Bolaffi. Gift of Mr. 
Dante Bolaffi (CC). 

NVOVO ITINERARIO de lle Poste per 
Tu tto il Mondo. By Ottavio Codogno . 
Printed in Venice, Ital y 1620. Gift of 
Robert Y. Pratt. 

Postage Stamps of Manchoukuo, 1940. 
Published by Ma nchoukuo Postal So­
cie ty. Gift of John V. Sweet, Harbin , 
Manchoukuo. 

Profit in Postage Stamps, by Tbomas 
Young. Gift of H a rbinge r House, Pub­
lish er . 

Postage Stamps of Canada by Fred J ar­
r et ( 192 3). 

.Jarrett's B. N. A. Book b y Fred J a rrett. 
Gift of Mr. John Taylor Fite. 

P hi la topic Monthly . Complete file to 
date. Gift of Empire Stamp Co. 

Photostats of issues 1 , 2 a nd 3 of 
"Sta mp less Cover Bulletin." Courtesy 
of C. Corwith Wagner and Henry 0. 
Nouss , St. Louis. 

F ive American Immortals by Joseph Aus­
lander. Gift of Paul Savage. 

Gebruder Senfs Illus trierter Spez ialkata­
log ube r Bri efm ark en Blocks (Souve nir 
sh eets) 1st edition 19 37. Gift of 
Fra nk Bruns. 

Stamp Co ll ectors ' Guide and Glossary 
1940 edition . Published by a nd Gift 
of Ne w York "SUN." 

Viagem p ela Europa. (Guillard Aillaur 
& Cie, Paris) . Gift of Vahan Mozian. 

Standard Catalogue of Air Post Sta mps . 
1941 Edition . Gift of Scott Publica­
Hons, Inc . 
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THINK 
What YOU can do to help improve the library 

THEN 
Write The Friends of the Collectors Club Library 

Sponsors : 

H. E. LOBDELL, Chairman 
c/ o M . I. T. , Cambridge, Mass. 

W . R. McCOY, Secretary 
22 East 35th St., New York, N. Y. 

W . L. L. PELTZ 
Albany, N. Y. 

MRS. ETHEL B. STEWART 
New York, N . Y. 

FERRARS H. TOWS 
New York, N . Y. 
THE NEW ISSUE SERVICE E-------------1 
PARTICULARS FREE 

SPECIAL 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

During the War all business correspondence and the New Issue: 
Service will be carried on at the following address until further notice : 

Y. Q., RO,THERFIELD, SUSSEX Phone : Rotherfield 153 

My Strand Office is st ill open a nd a good stock a n d wide range of Br i t i sh a nd 
British Col on i a l s i s ava i l a b l e for filling in wants a nd m i ss in g vari e ti es. 

Business As 

R. ROBERTS 
PHONE--TEMPLE BAR 2888 

Usual in Spite of 

n ea le 1· In H a 1·e Stamps 
Jmpo1·te 1· o f N ew I ssu es 

Reduced Staff 

430, STRAND, W. C. 21 
CABLES- EXSTAMPUS, LONDON 
WHETHER YOU BUY OR SELL 
It Will Pay You to Learn About My Complete Auction Service 

My POS'L'AJ.J HISTORY AUC'l'IONS conta in fin e m aterial in s t a mpe d a nd stamp­
less cover s of a ll co un tr ies, a nd philatelic li te rature. 

My H.EGULAR STAMP AUCTIONS are fi lle d with inte r esting U.S. a nd foreign lots. 
I f y ou lt.uve " ·orth\\·ltile JtHtterinl for s ale, ulea se " ·rite 111 e f ull y . 

Pron11Jt setfle1uents and 1·cnsonable tern1s are a ss u1·ed. 

If y on :.re 1111 active colJ ector yonr nnn1e s l1ould be o u 1n y n1niling lists. Please s 1•ccify 
\\"hi c l1 c:ttnlogues are " ·ante d. 

JAMES R. ARNOLD, Metuchen, N. J. 
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BRITISH COLONIALS 
All Superb Mint. Numbers refer to Scott's Catalogue. 

NEWFOUNDLAND 
1931. le. Pai1• lmperforate between. Should be Scott's No. 192a . . . . $60.00 
1931. 25c Grey. lmperforate Pair. Should be Scott's No. 202a . . . . .. $48.00 
19 33. le Magnificent "Off Set", as clear as if printed ... . ......... .. . $12.00 

NOVA SCOTIA 
1860-63 . l e. P air. Scott's No. Sc ... ... ............ .......... $20.00 

SOUTHERN NIGERIA 
1902-4. £1. No. 20 . . ........... . ........... . ............. . . $22.00 
1904-7 . 10 / -. No. 30 .... .. ..... . .... . .... .... . .. ... . ... ..... $10.00 

£1. No. 31 ............ . ... . ...... . .. .... .. .. . . .... . $14.00 
1907-10. £1. No. 43 . . ................ . ... . ... . .... . ......... $18.00 

SIERRA LEONE 
1933. 1hd to £1. Complete set. Nos. 158 to 165 ...... .. . .... . .. .. $85.00 

EAST AFRICA & UGANDA 
1904-7 . 50 Rs. No. 30a .... ... .......................... . ..... $60.00 

SOUTH WEST AFRICA 
£1. P a ir. Nos. 79 & 80 .... ..... . .......... ... ........... . .. ... . $14.00 
£1. Pair. Nos. 79a & 80a .. . .. . ... . .......... . ..... .. .. . . ... .... $12.00 
ld. Pair. Nos. 3a & 4a . . .. . .. .. . .. .. ................. . . .. .... .. $16.00 
1 /3 Pair. Nos. 15a & 16a . .. ...... . .. .. ..... ......... . .......... $30.00 
5/- Pair. No. 20a .... .. . . . .. .. . ... . ..... .... ..... . ... . . . . . .... $ 7.00 
10 / - Pair. No. 22a ....... . ... ... .... .. .......... .. .. .. ... . . .. . $50.00 
£ 1 P air. No. 24a ....... .. .... . . . .. . ...... . .... . ... .. . . ... .. . . $30.0 0 

FALKLAND ILS. 
193 3. 1h d to £1. Complete set. Nos. 65 to 76 . . .. ....... .... ..... $85.00 

·---- ·--- • 
MY SPECIALTY : 

THE BETTER GR.ADE AND RARER BRITISH COLONIALS OF ALL PERIODS. 
' Vant List s will rece ive my prompt p er sonal attention. 

SELECTIONS SENT ON APPROVAL TO ANY PART OF THE' WORLD. 

·-----·----· 
T. ALLEN 

Frinion on Sea~ Essex 

ENGLAND 
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''Sell To H. E. HARRIS & CO. and You're 

SURE Of A Square Deal" 

If you have stamps to se ll, be sure to 
get in touch with us . . . We are con­
stant buyers of Rarities (of the United 
tates and British North America ), Col­
lections (both U. S. Foreign) , United 
States Mixtures, Recent U. S. Commem­
oratives , Accumulations from Estates, 
Old Correspondence , Mint Sheets prior 
to 1937-in fact , virtually all kinds of 
stamps, provided we do not happen to be 
already overstocked with them ... Free 
appraisals and prompt payments are 
dependable characteristics of our buy­
ing ; and, still more important, our market 

for stamps is so extensive that we can 
pay top prices. 

WRITE FOR OUR FREE BOOKLET 
Our booklet "If You 

Have Stamps to Sell" gives 
all the i nforma ti on you 
need in selling stamps to 
us . . . In addition, it 
includes photographs and 
tci;:timonials of prominent 
collectors who have found 
our prices and methods so 
thoroughly satisfactory that 
t hey have been glad to 
recommend us publicly to 
others ... Our booklet is 
free on request. Read it, 
for your own protection, 
before you dispo~e of your 
stamps 

H. E. Harris & Co. , 108 Massachusetts Ave. , Boston, Mass. 

FREE APPRAISALS TOP PRICES PROMPT PAY MENTS 
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GERMAN COLONIES 

At 60% Discount From Catalogue Prices 

We offer an almost complete assortment in very fine condition. 

Numbers from Scott's 1940 Catalogue and where we list a group 

of numbers any individual one can be ordered separately. Just 

total the catalogue price of those you want, deduct 60%, and re­

mit the balance. In most cases only one of a kind available so a 
supplementary list would be appreciated. 

MINT COPIES 

CAMER OONS--5, 6, 16, 1 9, 20 to 32 
CAHOLINE ISJ, ANDS-1, 2, 4, 5, 5a, 11 to 15, 33 
GNR MAN F. . .\ST AFIUCA-15, 16, 18, to 21, 31 to 41 
GER l\IAN NEW GUI NEA-l!i, 17, 19, 23 
GT~HMAN SOUTH W EST AFIUCA-35 to 38 
OFI~ICES IN CHIXA-34, 45 
OFFI CES LV l\lOROCC0-19, 41, 45 to 52 
O FFICES IN THE 'IUIU U SH El\1PIRE- 54 to 5 9 
JU.'\UCHAU-10 to 13 , 21, 22, 23, 26 to 33 
MARIANA IS.- 11 to 16 type II, 24 to 29 
l\IARSHALL IS.-1 to 5, 17 to 27 
SAMOA- 51 to 56, 63 to 69, 82 
'J'OG0- 6, 11 to 23 

POST ALLY CANCELLED COPIES 

CAMER OONS- 1, 4, 7 to 18 
CA R OLINE IS.-2, 3, 4a, 6, Ga, 7 to 10, 16 to 19 
GERl\IAN EAST AFHICA-1 to 10, 17, 19, 21 to 27, 29, 37, 3S 
GERMAN NEW GUINEA-1 to 6, 7, 9, 10, 13, 18 
GER MAN SOU'l'H W :EST AFRICA- 1 to 4, 7 to 23, 25, 27 to 31, 35, 36 
OFFI CES IN CHINA-1 , lD, 2, 3, 4 ; 5, 6a, 8, 9, 25, 26, 27 , 30, 31, 33, 35, 3 6 to 45, 

51, 52, 53, 55, 56 
OFF I CES IN MOROCCO-! to 19, 21 to 44, 53 to 56 
OFFICES I N 'J'H E TURIUSH EMPIRE-1 to 6, 8 to 24, 26 to 28, 34 to 39, 42 t o 53 
JUAUCHAU-1 to 7, 15 to 20, 31 
MARIANA I S.-17, 18, 20, 21 , 23 
MARSH ALL I S.-7 to 1 0, 12 to 17 
SAMOA-57 to 60 
TOGo -1, 3, 5, 7 t o 1 0, 1 6 

ECONOMIST STAMP CO., Inc. 
87 Nassau Street New York, N. Y. 
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Messrs. FRANI( GODDEN, LTD. 
Have pleasure in announcing that they have secured the world-famous 

' 'BERNHARD'' Collection 
"Britain's Supreme Series of Classics" 

Awarded more meda ls and trophies at interna­
tional philatelic exhibitions than any other col­
lection, the "BERNHARD" COLLECTION is 
not so much a gold medal collection as a series 
of gold medal collections; for hardly a country 
has no t been exhibited, and all have received 
high and in many cases supreme honours. A 
bulky volume would be required. to do justice to 
a description of the contents of this galaxy of 
"star" collections; but the following lis t of the 
countries invclved may give some idea of their 
quality and scope : St. Vincent, Queensland, 
South Australia, Tasmania , Trinidad, Mauritius, 
Ceylon, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, New­
foundland, Barbados, Victor ia, New Zealand, 
British Guiana , Virgin Islands, New South 
Wales, Cape of Good Hope, India, Western 
Australia, Transvaal, German States, Switzer­
land, Sweden , Finland, Spain, Roumania, Italian 
States, Heligoland, Egypt, Portugal , Hawai i, 
Philippines, Turkey, Peru, Colombia and States, 
Holland, Denmark, Hungary, Russia and Levant, 
and Buenos Aires. 

I 

One of the most famous rarities in the whole 
collection is a copy of the " INVERTED· SWAN " 
of WESTERN AUSTRALIA; but that there is no 
lack of other rare pieces is indicated by the fact The late )I r . DAVID BERNHARD, F.R.P.S.L. 
that the collection is accompanied by the phe- .. The Connol•seur of Cla••ics." 
nomenal number of 350 CERTIFICATES of the 
ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY. The total catalogue value of the entire collection, as calcu­
lated by the late Mr. David Bernhard h imself, is £154,524-and th is figure takes no account 
of pairs, strips, blocks and covers, all of which are valued on the basis of si ngle copies. 

We are now engaged in pricing exceptional material ; and as we are aware that many serious 
collectors will wish to take advantage of the opportunity to acquire sections of the collection 

intact, we cordially invite enquiries from all who may be interested. 

CALL -- WRITE -- or PHONE 

FRANK GODDEN!' Ltd. 
The Home of Classic Stamps 

110-111. STRAND,. LONDON. \V. C:. 2 

Telephone: Temple Bar 4711 (2 lines) Cables: Albums, London 
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Boston Auction Sales 

I hold auctions regularly in Boston, and would be 
glad to send my Catalogues to any Collector applying 
for them. 

I am always in the market for collections, U. S. or B. N. A., which 
I will buy for cash outright, or sell at private sale, or at auction on a 
commission basis. If desired, a liberal advance against pending sales 
w:!J be allowed on any desirable items. 

DANIEL F . KE LLEH ER 
7 Water Street Room 404 Boston, Mass. 
I 

I 
I 
I 

LET US SHOW YOU 

What We Can Do 
With A Want List 

For man y years we have continually built up our stock of the 

19th & 20th CENTURY STAMPS of the WORLD 
t· I I -

I 
. I 

and believe that we can offer a selection that will interest you and 
at prices that will prove attractive. 

Local and visiting collectors are welcome at all times. 
Items will b e submitted on approval to those known 
to us or who su1>pl;v commercial references. 

DOMAN KRASSA CO.~ In~. 

551 Fifth Avenue New York, N. Y. 



C OL LE C TOR S C L U B PH IL A T E LIS T VII 
ELBE ' S NEW PLANT 

NO\V READY TO SER\lE YOU! 
with the ''fastest selling" line of philatelic accessories 

After six months of intensive work in erecting ou r Fall River Plant. 
we can now say - " The job is finished ." 
Over 120,000 square feet of space ! 
Complete stocks on hand for immed iate sh ipment! Place your 
orde rs NOW to insure adequate stock fo r seasonal requirements. 
FREE! - 46-page illustrated Catalog #12-P. 

ELBE FILE & BINDER CO., Inc. 
GF. NEHA r, OFFICES .~ FAC'fO H Y- F:ill Rh·C"1", J\l:iss. 
N E \ V YO R K SALE~ OPFICE & SHO \ V R OOill -

18 EAST 31st STREET, NEW YORK, N . Y . 
PERCY G. DOANE 
608-9 Tribune Bldg. 

154 Nassau St., New York City 

---,0---

AUCTION SALES A SPECIALTY 

CATALOGUES FREE ON REQUEST 
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Harmer, Rooke & Co. 
New York Stamp Auctions 

551 FIFTH AVE N UE 

PUBLIC SALES HELD AT 
COLLECTORS CLUB 

WALTE R SCOTT, Officiating 

JANUARY 13, 1941 

UNITED STATES PROOFS 
An unusually attractive collec-

tion from the great Nassau Stamp 
Co. Stock-which large stock we 
are dispersing through auction sales. 

JANUARY 22-24, 1941 

UNITED STATES AND 
FOREIGN 

JAN UARY 24, 1941 

MISCELLANEOUS 
UNITED STATES AND 

FORE IG N 

Catalogues Sent Free 

DURING THE PAST 42 
YEARS 

we have sold over a million and one-
half lots. a record unequalled by 
any other firm of stamp auctioneers . 

OUR RESOU RCES . . . 
. OUR KNOWLEDGE 

and ability are at your service , if 
you are a buyer or a seller at auc-
tion. or if you prefer to dispose of 
your stamps by private sale. 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., INC. 
CORDON HARMER. Resident Director 

551 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 

The World's Leading 
Stamp Auctioneers 

LONDON OFFICE: 2 Arundel St., Strand 
INEXPEXSIVE CLASSICS Al,L USED 
ON OIUGINAL COVERS 

Aust ri ;m Italy, 1850. 15c ..... .. from 1/-
Ditto 30c brown . . . . . .. . . . . • • • . " 1 /-
1858. 5 Sid. red . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 9d 
1861. 5 Sid . .. ................ .• " 1/-
B<t v aria , 1862. 3 Kr. carmine . . . " 9d 
1850 -5 8. 9 Kr. green . . . . . . . . . . . " 2/-
1867-68. Arms 3 Kr. rose ....... " 6d 
Belgium. 1861. No Wmk. lO c 

brown . . .......•...... . ...... " 
Ditto 20 <: blue ................ . 
1863 . 20c blue, perf . . . ....... .. . 
Demu1n·k, 1854-57. 4 Sic brown 

dotted spandrels . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 
1 57. 4 Sk. brown, wavy span-

drels ............ . .... .. .... . 
1864. 4 Sk. vermilion .. . . ...... " 
Fran ce, 1349 . 20c black, seconds " 
Hollmul, 1852 Impe rf lOc rose . . " 
Nu11les. 1858. 2 gr. pale lake . . . . ·· 
Nen11olita11 Pro••inc•·s, 1 86 1. 2g. 

blue .... . ..... . ............. . 
Norway, 1856-57. 4 Sk. blue ... . 

9d 
6d 
9d 

9d 

9d 
6d 

l/6d 
2/6d 
1/Gd 

1/-
1/Gd 
1/9d 
1/-

9d 

IR6~-66 . 4 SI<. blue . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 
1866-68. 2 Sk. blue . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 
1871-75. 3 Sk. carmine • . . . . . . . . " 
nom;!JI States, 1852. 2b. greenish " 

5bw,!1~~: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : " lj: 
'VUR'l'El\JBU RG, 1851-52. 3 Kr. 

on yellow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 1 /9d 
Postage extra on orders und er 10/­

Hiµ;lily inte1·esting :11111r0'\":tl selections of 
stn11111s on cove1-'S f1·0 111 tlte nhO'\'e nnfl 
nun1y other <>ountries nre nvnilnble fro u1 
rn y uurlvnlled sto<>k. 

WHAT DO YOU NEED? 

W. T. WILSON 
Ro~·al House, South Parade, 

SUTTON COLDFIELD, England 
Auction Sales 
Our Auction Depa rtment is a large 

factor in our bu siness and has shown 
excellent results during the past year. 
Careful and accurate descriptions assure 
our buy~rs and sell ers the maximum in 
satisfaction. 

• • • 
W e can offer early dates and attrac­

t ive terms to collectors desiring to sell 
their stamps. 

• • • 
Correspondence is solicited. 

• • • 
Catalogues are personally prepared by 

IRWIN HEIMAN. 

• • • 
A Catalogue of our Current Sale will be 

sent upon request. 

• • • 
METRO ST AMP CO. Ltd. 

8 West ·Vith St., New York, N. Y. 



C OLL EC TO R S O LUB PHI LA T EL I S'J' IX 
B. & I(. Special Offers 

No. 13 
30 Pages 

Free on Application 
Contains offer s of a large n u mber of 
British Colonial s tamps at specially 

a t tractive r ates. 

List of I\:ing George V I ssu es. 
Quotat ions for scm·ce stamps. 

• • • 
Our stock comprises s tamps of all cou n ­
tries, Co lonial and F ore ig n , fr om ea rly 
to late iss ues. Lists of s tam ps r eq uired 
h ave a lways ca r eful a tten ti on a nd a 
stock book of a ny country is available 

for a dva nced co ll ectors . 

• • • 
We are a lways g la d to h ave offe rs of 
coll ections or lots of better-class stamps. 

• • • 
BRIDGER Be KAY. LTD. 

86 Strand, London , W. C. 2 
ANNOUNCING 
THE FOR'll!ATION 

OFAN 

INDEPENDENT GROUP 

The American Board 

JOHN 

OF 

Experts 
A. J{J, EJUA N N . Clinlrmun 

E s t ablished 1894 

.J . JU . DAR TF. J. S 
Established 18!12 

GF.HARD G I L R F.R 'l' 
Established 1892 

For the Purpose of Experti:z­
ing Stamps. 

W rite for information and 
terms. 

.l\ln x hnu111 Fee $:1. 

JOHN A. l(LEMANN 
GS N n ssuu Street, N ew York, N. Y . 
NO\VONSALE 
the new 1941 EDITION of the 

Standal"d Catalog u e o i 

Postage Stamps of the World 
PRICE $1.50 POST f REE. 

Nearly 1,000 Pa ges 
More Than 7 ,800 Illustra tions 

All Popular Features Retained . 
The Catalogue has b ee n comple tely 

rev is ed involv ing many thousands of price 
a m e ndments. The C ivi.I War stamps of 
Spain are re-a rrange d a nd simplified, all 
known n ew issu e s are incorpora ted and 
g eographical d a ta corrected a ccording to 
the latest available information . 

Th e standa rd of qua lity is full y main­
tained despite the diffi c ulti es of war-time 
produc tion and there a re a con s iderabl e 
number of n e w blocks as w e ll as many 
a dditional page s. B ecause of pape r ration­
ing, howev e r, w e are able to pr int only a 
limited number of copi es and no furth er 
printing can be made wh e n th ese are ex-. 
hausted. Th e r efore do not d elay your 
order if vou wish to start the new season 
with a n 'up-to-d a t e catalogue-order now 
and rn a k e sure! 

WHITFIELD Kl NC & CO. 
Ipswich, England 

E stablish ed 1869. 
UNITED STATES WATERWAY 
PACKETMARKS 

b y EUGENE H:LE I N 

Ha11 d s t :11n1tecl :uul Jl r in1t•tl nnn1eN of 
ni:t i l <-:u· r ~· i n ;.: st4 .. : t1n h o :t ts on t h e Unit­
e d StateM inl:uul antl c o :ts tnl " ·ute r s 

1832-1899 
A compilation of p ackets of the Missis­
sippi, l\Iissouri, Ohi~, R ed, Tennessee 
and other tributary rive rs, the Alabama 
and Tombigbee Rivers, the Atlantic, 
Pacific and Gulf Coast wat erways, 
Lake Ch ampla in and the Great Lakes , 
with 602 Illustrations of pack etmarks 
and ent ire covers. 
Cont nins deser i1•tlon Of 620 pnekef!'t1 
300 n1ore tha n :111 y 1n·e , •io u s li Mt t•nh­
li s h e tl. E dition l i n 1ited t o 5 00 lfwnber­
ed eo 1• i~s, e loth b o und . 

Indispensable to those interested In 
American pos t al h istory. 

Priee $0.00 n et 

It check accom panies t h e o r d e r , the 
book will be sent post free. Order 
from you r d ealer or fr om 

EUGENE l(LEIN 
212S. 13thSt. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 



x COLLECTORS CLUB PHIL ATE LIST 
Send Now for FREE Beautiful Booklet Re­
LARGEST COLLECTION of 

ENCASED 
POSTAGE STAMPS 

EVER OFFERED 

To be included in my Sale of the Celebrated 

William Forrester Dunham 
Collection 
CHICACO. ILLINOIS 

Besides this great Collection of Encased Postage Stamps, this is the ONLY 

Collection ever formed and to be offered to contain BOTH of the rarest of all Ameri ­

can coins;-th~ '.' KING of AMERICAN COINS,"--one of only six origina l 1804 

Dollars ; and the " KING of RARITIES,"-the 1822 $5.00 Gold Piece . one of only 

three specimens known! 

Of cou rse , the Collection contains practically every date coin issued by the U. S. 

from the Half Cent to the $50. gold pieces. Postage Currency, with all rarities; 

Confederate Currency, (some 2 ,000 varieties ) . 

The CATALOG will be the most elaborate of its kind eve r issued. Fully illus­

trated with actual photographic plates of all rarit ies. A wealth of valuable informa­
~ 
tion for every collector. 

Beautiful informative booklet, describing the Collection is now ready. It is 

absolutely free for your asking. No obligation. You will be delighted with it . 

Write for it now. 

B. MAX MEHL 
NUMISMATIST 

128 Mehl Bldg., Fort Worth , Texas 

Capital, $250,000.00 Resources, $500,000.00 



50 PALL MALL1=================;-1 
LONDON, S. W. 1, ENGLAND 

is our new address where our offices and auction rooms 
are situated on the first floor . 

In addition we have basement premises which will house 
our stock safes, and in the event of excessive day air raids , 
our staff and our auction buyers. 

All our departments and publications will carry on as before. 

YOUR FINEST MEDIUMS FOR BUYING 
are provided by our associates 

THE RECENT STAMP CO., LTD. 

(British Colonials, Collections, Rare pieces, Want 
Lists , and publishers of The Regent Stamp Catalogue) 

SPECIALISED STAMP SALES 

(Auctions for the connoisseur) 

POSTAL HISTORY AUCTIONS 
(Rare covers unusual items of an .historical .nature l 

GENERAL A!UCTIONS 

(Good class quality collections, mixed lots and single 
items) 

COMMISSION DEPARTMENT 

(Collections either intact or broken for sale by private 
treaty) 

YOU CAN HELP US BY SPENDING 
YOUR DOLLARS IN ENGLAND 

Our premises in Regent Street have been badly damaged by 
enemy action and will not be available until after the war. 

ROBSON LOWE~ LTD. 



I!! 
This tribute to the H. R. Harmer .Auction Service is 

from a letter sent to us by Mr. F . E. Pattison, whose 

delightful Collection of Great Britain realised over 

$20,000 in our November Sales in London. 

Mr. Pattisson 's words speak for themselves. Buyers 

and Vendors alike are sure of fair treatment when H. R. 
Harmer handles their interests. 

If you have never bought stamps at .Auction, or are 

not already on our mailing list, write for Catalogues of 

forthcoming .Auctions and know the real pleasure and 

security ofbeing served by the World's leading stamp 
auctioneer. 

If you contemplate selling, H. R. Harmer will be 

glad to advise you. Our weekly .Auctions in London and 

New York are universally recognised as the World's 

most important stamp Sales and they command the con­

fidence of philatelists throughout the World. Our 

.Annual Resume will be sent free to any prospective 

Vendor. It contains much helpful guidance for those 
about to sell. 

H. R. HARMER, INC. 
BRANCH OF HARMER'S OF BOND STREET, LONDON 

The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneers 

38 Park Row, New York City 
Telephone: CORTLANDT 7-2766 

I


