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Official Air Mail tamp 

By PHILIP SILVER 

I Cominu(>t/ from I ol. \ f1<11W 110 I 

How T he Punches Were A pplied 

In diiwussions with -;tudents of l"ruguar offi<·iul ail' mail tamps. one i · 
su·uc·k b.r tht' unanimit.r of opinion about the nwthod of applying the! punche., 
to the bu-.ic stumps. L"il'st , they we1·e applied by hand ruthc1· than by rmH'hine. 
Al"o, tlw punc·hing me<"hanL'lm , similar to hole purwhc" whi1·h ma~· c:uncntly 
be pt1l'(·h11st'cl in an~· s tutiont>n' stol'l\ were made with only 011r punch clie. 

, ' in<·t• NH·h ol' the official ai1· mail -;tamps has two punched holes - stal's 
01· qmitre l'oils - 01w might expect that the punching mechanii.111 would have 
been mu<le with two dies "o that both punclwd hol1•s c·ould be made at the ame 
timr. ll owe\'(' J'. t>xumination of many punelw<l official air mail ·tamp and 

. l ;ru Pl1 ilnlrl1J1/ . 1111101.- 1 



Fig . 17. Peir of I 6c indigo punc hed with two qua trefoil•. The left •lamp hes Smm. •paeing betwH~ 
punches. The spacing between punches on the right sta mp Is 6'/imm. (All photos by Bout relle 

till' pu111·lll'~ 11ppli1•cl lo tht• 1•arlit•1· po,111,!!I' .... 111m1h m·1•rpri11t1•d .. ()f-' f( ' l.\L 
indi1·all'" that thi' i .... not tlw 1·;i-.1·. Th1•1·1• i-. '"' .... imil11rit,\ in 'Jllltill!! 11 llu 
pu111·ll<'!-. wlll'll -.1•\·t•ral 1·opi1.•, a1·1· 1·1m1pa1·1•11. 1111 'illllll' .... ta111p-;. both pill •·ht' 
;ll'<' fnirl,\· 1·los1.• I0,!!1'1111•1·: 1111 otlw1·, t lwy a1·1· 'f11Wt•d q11ilt· 1'11r apart. :\111 &ht 
pai1· nl' ICic· i11d ig-o uft'i1·ial air mail 'itamps 1111111·l1<•d with two qu11trpfuil' ,1 1\\ll 

in F ig. 17. Tht• "p111·1· lw t1H•1•11 t lw '1ll11t1·1·foil p111wh1•' on till' lt•ft -.t 111111 
llll'U,..u1·1·" :imm. Ou I ht• 1·i!!hl ... 1am p. I Ill' 'Jlill°I' i' (jl :!n1m. I r I Ill' pll1 H'hi11~ 
de,· i1·1• \Ill" made• with hrn dit• ..... -.idr h.\ ,jtJ, .. -.111-h di rr1·1·1•n1•p, in ... pac·in!! (•oulil 
not 1•xL't unit"'' si•\·1·ral -;tu·h d 1•\ic·1''· t'111·h \\ith diff<'rt•nt "fl1u-in!! h1•t11P1•11 tlll' 
die ..... \\'('I'(' in US(' , En•11 thl'll. dir1'1.•1·1•111·p-, Ill 'Jlllf'in!{ in II p11i1· ur .;tamp-. 1·uul1l 
onl,\· lw l'all'iPd h,,. 0111• 'tamp lwinµ- puuc·hrcl \\ith cllll' d1•vi1·p 1111cl tht' otlll't' \\ith 
t lw 'il'<'OIHI. a nitlll'r unlik1•I.' p1·11c·1·dur1•. In any 1•1·1·111. D1·. ll or111a1•1·h1• j, 1111' 
authority for thl' '>lull•nwut that tlw -,111r and quat r1•foil puu1·h1•, had unl.1 01w 
die. that lu• ha., pPr-.nually 1•xa111i111·d tlwm uud. t lrnt the -.11nw ... t11r and 1111.1lr1•­
fnil pu1wlll'). in ll'-1' "i111·1· 1!1 1 ~1 Oil tlw pn .... ta!!1' ... 1am1»• \\('J'1• 11wcl a!!ain tn p1111rh 
tlw ai1· 111ail -;tamp". 

I t is p resu mf'd that -;tamp" w1•1·p 11111·111all,\ pu111·hed i11 full sht'1·h 111 lift.1'. 
ll owt•\·1•1-. if that \\'1'1·c• "o. t ill' q 11 1111titi1•" ,Ji111111 111 Table IY -.houlcl 1111 h1 111 1•\'1•11 
numlw1·-.. Si1wP m:111.1 art• 11111 ill 1·,·1·11 11u111h1•1·pd qt1a11titit·"· 11111• may P111wl11d1• 
I ha I pa rt "h1•1't" Cl I' '<Olli<' or 1 lw d1•1111111 i lrn t io11' \\ 1·1·1• (llt11t·h1•d 11I1 hot1!!ll. 111 11111'1 
(•llSC'°'• fulJ ..;h(.'('t' \\l'l°l' lhl'tJ. 

The• ·· ( 'atalol!o Dl' J.o..; S1•llo, .\ !'1·1•11" 1>1'1 l l'lll!lta,\ ... -..t11h•-. on Plll!l' tiO that 
tilt' s/11111 / 1·~ 11·1r1 f!lllWflltf fwo 11/ II /11111. t)ll' 'h1•t•1s IWillg foldC'cl alO llµ' l h1• 
horizo11tal row 111' 111•rfora t io11'. T hi" is 0111,\ 1m1·1l~ 1·111·1·1•Pt. Tlw i111plic·11 t ion 
i-. that 1111\"ill!! folt(pi] f\10 I'll\\'' of fi1·1• 'lalll)IS l'lll'h atoll!! th1• Juwizonla) lll' l'­
fo1·atiOll" .... epa1·ati11!! th1•m. lhl' IPn 'lamp" \\onld tlwn h1· pt111f'h1·11. ~.·xi. th1· 
jll'Ol°l'" \\'Oltltl ht• l'l')lt•a tc•cl 1'111· I hi' rollowill!! I \10 lio1·i;m11 ta I 1'0\1.,. Th th. rm· a 
..;h1•1•t of :iO ( ~>x lO ). then• would lw fj,·p 'il' Jm1·11 t1· 11p1•r atio11-.. lwfo1·r 1111 rift~ 
stam p' had b1•1•u p111w hrd .. \ 1·t1111ll,\. all t1•u huriwntal 1'11\\s of -,tum p" we1·l' 
rir-.t fold1·d to!!t•tlwr 1111111!! tlw 11i111• nm·-. of l111r izunt11l 1w1·foratio11" lwtwc•c•n 
tlwm. tlw fir-.. t 11n lht• w 1·ond. 1111' -.1•1·01111 011 till' third. 1•11-. T ht• p111wh 111i-. tlwn 
applied to ll•n ' tamp' al a tinw. a lllt'thod 1·nh·11l11t1•d to .... un· 1im1· and lahc11·. 

Thi• di .... ta1wr from lh1• Piri-u111f1•1·1•111·1· uf tlll' elk to till' point of union of 
th1· two arms. whil'h ope1·atl' tl11• pt1 11l'hi11i.r d1•1·il'1• \la'- quilt· 'mall. p1·oh11 hl,1 
about :1,. i1H·h . "' dt't1·1·m i111•d from llll'll't11·1•11u•11t:-. or plllH·lwd sta111ps. T iu• 
\\Titc•r ha" m•,·pr t'ou11cl a p11111·h1•d -;tamp whi1·h nw11,m·1·d nw1·1· tha11 !-.lig-h ll ,\ 
11\·er 11 i111·h from 1lw p11u1·h to till' -..tamp·, p1•rf1m11l•d 1•dit1 ... \, a 1·01i....1·q 111•nN•. 
lh1· 1u1111·h lll'\' t•1· app1•a1·-. i11 1111' c·1•11ter of tlw P1•i.r1i-.11' air muil -;tam p' whi1·h 
nw11.,111·c• -;lil!hl l.1 o\"l'r an i1wh i11 lwi!!hl . 

. \ uot lll' r itl:'lll of i11t1• l'l'!-.t i-.. tltHI wht' l'l'!h till' JH1111·hc•' 11pp1•111· lo\\ 111·d , the 
hOltlllll of StUffi(>S Oil I'll\\' J. :J. :i. ( 1111i\ !). thl',\ Il l' (;' 111'111' t hl• Ill)> or lht' 'itllnlp°' Oil 

·' "'''· / 'llJ, 
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Fi9. 18. Pair of official stamps (Scott 0125) showin9 punched stars at side ed9es, the stamps 
hevin9 been folded elon9 the vertical perforations . 

1·ows :2 • .J. Ii . " and 10. Also th1· -.t111" ilflfll'lll' i11 11111·111111 position on th(• ndd 
1·1rn,.. a11d inn•t·tl'd 011 ihr ,.,·pn row-. ' l'hi-. i-. 11·11c• of tlw -.t11111ps \\ith quatrl'l°oil 
p11111·he:-- a-. w(•ll . Thi.; ha ppc•nt>d h1•1·11 u-.1• a rt 1•r t lw .;lwt>t had h1·1·11 1·um ph· tt ·I~ 
fol1h•d ulon!! lh1· huriw11tal p1·rfon1tio11-.. th1, 11111wh '"I' 11pplil'd n t thl' bottom 
or tlw fir-:,t r·u\\. tlw -.tamp-. l11•i11).! i11 1101·mal 1·11tl11·1· th1111 ill\1'1·1t·d pu-.itiun . It 
mu.;t be rPnwmhPrt·d that tlw -.h1•t•h of :ill -.t 11 111p;. lwd a -.1•l n t).!1• 1111 all four ... idr .... 
1'hu-.. wlwn all 11'11 r·ow' had b1•1•11 lold .. d . 1h1• top and hott11111 wh·a!!l'" wuu ld 
pr·ot 1·ud1· at the• tup or t hi-. 1·umph·tc•d l"oldinJ.!. I Jf 11r1·1•-.,it~ , t hi' would oln·i11h• 
pUnl'hinit of I lw -.1111111" at t IH' top tllill'" 1 ltP ,rl\"ltJ.!l'" w1•1·1· l'l'lllO\"(•d or rold1•d 
u11d1•1·. Thi' l11th·1· wa:' 11pp111·p11ll.' 1111t do11c•. Th .. ,;t11mp on t It!' 1·0\·1·r :--hcl\\ 11 
in Fi!!. ~l. in till' \\Tit1•1· \ l'ollrl'tion. -.till ha-. tlw top s1•l\"HJ.!1' 11tta1·lwd. althouith 
it i, 1101 ;ippa1·1·11t i11 tlw ph11tui,r1·aph. lllu..;tration-. ( 1"iJ.!'· :20-:!l 1 -.how full 
... 1t1•1•t-. uf .iO 'tamp:-- of th1• :2.J1· l'i111·1•t a11d litlc- rnwrald !!n•1·11 p11111·hc•d offil'ia l 
air nwil ... ta111p ... \\ith huth top a11d hultom -.1·h ·a!!1'' inlill't 'l'lwr1•fo1·r. it 1·1111 lw 
't a tl'tl. with almo't 1·11111pl1•1!• 1·rrtaint~ . that ... tamp-. purtl'hc•d rwar th1• b11 lto111 
llllll'g'ill ill"(' rmrn tlll' udd 1"11\\'. \\hilt· th11,1• fl lllt1·h1•d lll'al' tlt1• top lll ;ll'!!ill t•Ollll' 
1'1'11111 C' \ "l'll row.;. 

Fi9. 19. Block of four of the 2c Centenary of Independence stamps of 1930. Punches are pieced 
t1 lon9 side ed9es of stamps. Note upper pair punched with two stars ; lower pair hes three. 
(Collection of Robert Hoffmann) . 

. 111·11 P/11f11t i11 •• 1 . 111 11 11 /., 3 



Fig . 20. Full sheet of fifty stamps, 2'4c claret, punched with two quatrefoils. Three different sixe 
quatrefoil punches may be distinguished. (Collection of Dr. E. Hormuche ). 

1 ·'"'·''· Jf16J 
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Fig. 20. (con 't . ). The 1.ut five horitont•I row5, 
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• 'ome ·tudcnt of the punched official ait· mail stamp · ronje<.'tUl'e that th<.' 
stamps m<1y Im ve be<'n fol1lcd a long the ,·ertital ruw.;; of pi>rfu1·11tion:>. bcfol'l' 
pnnc·hinl!. This thro t'.\' is ha1·dl_,. tenuhh• sint<.'. he<-ansc uf the small distan1·1• 
from lhe die to thr arms of thr purtc·hing clr,·ic·r. thr hol es would then b<.' found 
(•ithC'I' at t lw lrft or rig-ht manrins of thr stamps 1·ath<'r than nra1· the top or 
hottom. This was thr method usrd to p111wh :>.ome of thr postug:c• sta111ps owr­
printed "OJ-' l ( 'L\ L." (See Fig. J ') . 'T'hi~ t~· p1· of pnnthing is ulso seen in 
I•' ig-. ] 9 Oil ll block of four of the 1930 ('en ten a r~· () r l 11drpemlrn1·1• pustag:l' 
stamps. lt will be notc•d !hut thr l\\'O top stamps arr 1mnc·hrd with two stu1·s 
while the bottom pair is 1rn11c•hcd with th1·cc•. JTowe,·er. no ofl'iC"ial air muil 
stamps pnnc·hed near thr sidr margini; han e\' l'l' bern sren by thr wrilf'I' or b~­
other tuuents with whom he has brrn in c·ont11c·1. 

Types Of Punches 

Tho 'l'. who lnl\·e 111111 ON•usion to stud~· the p11nc·hed offic·ial ai1· mail stamp. 
of l'ru:nrny, hu,·r noted a g:rcrrt rnriution in the sizl' of thr 1111111·hrd hulrs -
stars 01· quat 1·efoils. 'T'he Hanab1·ia ('atalo!!lll' state~ that lhl' stump:>. WPI'<' 
•· Pu1whed \\'ith 2 stars or quatrel'oil:i. The formr1· in two si7.cs."· In our 
opinion. thi~ i!o. in1·01TN·I. Exuminati011 ot' pnric·lwd stamps in our own 1111cl in 
other c·ollcC'tions ai; wrll indi<·atrs that the1·p Hl'l' HI lrast th1·rr di-;tin1.rnishahll' 
sizt·~ of punc·lwcl s1t11·s untl quatn•foils. l>oC',... that mc>un t1111t ..;Hr1·al tlifferl'nt 
sizes or dil' pmwhes exist! 1'lw unsWl'I' must be in the nNrntivr. .\ s prr­
,·ioui.h· not11d. Dr·. llorrnuechr has bN'll <·ilC'd as till' authori\\· fnr tlw statement 
1·onl'i1:ming: thr writer's Ion!? held belief that onl~- 0111 st

0

ar pllll<'h <11111 0111 

quutrcfoil pu1wh werl' used b~· the Postal Authoritii>" to p111wh stumps for 
oft'ic·ial !Iii' mail use. 

\\'lrut. then. is lhl' l'Xplunution for th<' rliffrrrnl ..;iz1' 1nrnc·hrs low"·n nn 
these stamps! 1'h<' readel' will l'N·all that in the p1·e,·ion: sec·tion - " l lo\\ 
the Punl'hl's Wrr·<' .\ ppliC'd" - it was statC'll that tlw ten horizo11t11l r·ow,.. of 
the sll<'et of fift~- stamps W!'I'(' first foldrd «itlOn!! thr nill(' ho1·izontal l'()W:>. of 
perfon1tious sepa1·atinl! them. Thl' pun1·h \\'Hs thrn uppliNI to trn ..;tamps at a 
time. \\"e HI'(' fo1·t1111att• to br abh• to illustnitr two r'ull !o.hl'rts or' punc·hrd 
offirial ail' mail stamps: thl' ril'sl is tlw 2-l-c· l'IUrPt ( l•'i:r. 20 ) . tlw M·1·ond thr 
CiOc· t•men1lu !!l·een (Fi:t. 21 ) . both t'r·om th<' c·ollr1·tion ol' 1)1·. Jlo1·nu1t•<'lw. Tlw 
1·r11dt•r will note that on both sh<'rt..; thr ten stamps in 1111~· \'1•rtic·al row ar·r in 
ex<l<'t juxtaposition. \\"hrrr thc1·e is ;i ,-ariation in thr distanc·p bt•twrrn the 
t"·o IH1lll'hr,... on a :;t11mp from 01w \'l'l'lital 1·ow to any othrr this \'lll'iation is 
1hr ·a me for all ll'n stumps in that w•rtital row . But. wlwt i~ l'\·c·n mo1·r 
intercstin!!, ii; that ea<·h ,·c1'tic·al row l'Ontain:>. s('\'1•1·al diffl'l'('nt size''> ul' pu1whrs . 
• At least thrl'<' diffrrent size stars arc tlisting-ui-;hable. The same is tl'lle of tlw 
qunlrcfoils although, perhap., not qttitr a..; appal'ent. Till' slur punc·hp.;; sho\\ 
the n1riation in size more tlettl'lr pl'Obabl.'· bl•tuuse or the• sharpt•1· point.., of tlw 
dil' caused b~· its sh<l]W. 

The writer tan report that he ha!o. had both full shc1•ts in his possession 
throug-h the c·uurll'sy uf Dr. ll unu1tt'<'hc•. Both ha\'C bren l'uld1•d along- the 
horizontal perforations: ull tl'n Lampi. in <.'at·h ,-ertic·ul row 111a1<·h perfec-tly M> 
that it uppear:< there is uni,\· one set ol' pund1rcl holr" in eath row. I low then 
C'an we <H·rount for thl' \·ariations in sizl' ! lh. llcll'maer·hr theo1·iz<>s tlrnt thP 
borin~ di<.' was 1·011iC'al, not 1·.\"lindric·al. Tint'>, th<' s tamps at thr fartlwst C'X· 

tt·emitr of the bOl'E'I'. in row :\o. 10 for f'xamplP. woultl he tlw smullt•st while 
tho ·r in the top 1·ow would be largest. 

The theory is C'ertainly tenable ir 1lw re!o.ult~ would brnr it out. Howt•\' t't" 
it is noteu that thr stamps in the top and bottom rows show the sm11lle. t size 
punthl' ' while those app1·oathing tlw micldll' rnws hll\'t' lhl• lunrrst. This would 

li 



Fig. 22a. Horizontal pair '40c dark brown. The right siamp is punched with one star end one 
qualrefoil The left stamp is unpunched. 

:-.1•1•111 lo rniti~utl' aguiust the die bl'ing t-onic·al. llow<'''l'I', ii' the clie 1n11whing­
nwt·hanism Wl'l't' 1·ylind1·iciiJ thi<> lllil?hl U('(•OUllt fOl' thr shlll'p<' ·t ho\e: in the top 
rows. In sm·h r,·,,nt, tlw bottom 1·ow 1n111«ht's :houl<l bl' h11·g-e1· and le: sharp. 
l·:xamination show-. thi-. not to be th<' casr. The bottom row punc-he. are alo;o 

... 1111111 with -;harp exlrrmitirs. nlthuugoh fll'rlwps .;li1?ht1~· 'illlllll<'r than those in the 
I op 1·ow. 

)Ir. K<'r-,t ·s tht•o1·~ i.., that th1• punl'laing die t'itte1l 11 -;tar.sha1wd (or quatre­
foil-shaped ) holl' m· matrix. Thus, wht•n the punch wu-, applied lO Ill<' tc•n 
thi<'kne iies of paper, thost' at the top and bottom would Jrn,·<' gr1•ater c·onta<"I 
un1l p1·cs..;u1·t• 1'1·om thP <'utting snr1'11t·rs of the punch and matrix. i·r ulting in 
sluirp<'r line<; and smnllcr· holrs. -'1 r". KC't·st implit•s thr p111wh in . Ul'h <·use 
wo11l<l bf:' 1·~·1ind1·i1·11J, not coni<·nl. 

Both th<'ol'i<'s 111·<' rxtr1>m<'ly intC'resting. W e• indint' mo1·(' to )fr. Kerst 's 
tlwon· thun to till' Olll' a1h·u11('(•d h\· Dr. llo1·maeche. fIOWC\' ('I', J'l'O'Ul'dle.;s or 
tlw ~hupr and appeanuwe of thl' ,;u1wh dt·,·i1·r. wr now know that it was t'<'· 
.;ponsible for the <"!'ration of dil'fe1·ent size holes in tht' punching proc:e. s. Jn 
a row of ten stamps, Ill l<.'ast thre<.' dil'forent sizr holes 111·e distinguishable. But, 
it' the1·<.' are three differ<'nl size shm, and 1hrre difforent ,' ir.e quatrcfoils, they 
we1·1> made by the same pu11ehes. lt is, thcrel'orl', imnrnlt•rinl that one punc:hed 
hole is larger 1111111 thr othe1". This merely sig"nil'ic. 111111 on<' is from a horizontal 
rmr which had l'et'<.'ivrcl 11 <liffe1·ent impression from tlrt• pu11c·hing deYite. 

This i-; the impo1·tant maltPl'. Reg"lll 0cllt'SS of the sizr or the hole in the 
basil' :.tamp. the dirl'<'rent size hole were not made with dil'fei·ent punl'hing 
d<·,·il'l's. Thus, it would uppc111· that the 1·uh1logue1·:-. . hould merely mention 
thnt tht> pmwhcd ..,tamps art' known with stu1"\ and qnatrt•t'oils. One can then 
c·ollP<·t unr of ea<·h 1~-Pt' . Thr :.pN·iali....,t Nin sati..sfy his clt•i.ires by obtaining 
clil'ft>r1•nt 1.;izl's. Hut thry will bl' "malle1· or largrr· izrs, not dil't'er1>nt stamps. 

Errors In The Punching Process 
The "('atalogo J>r Lo . .'ello. A<'l'<'OS Drl l'ruguur" states on page 60 

that sorne stumps ure known in sr-tcnunt pairs ( the Nltalog :a~·s .. pi<'<·e . .. but 
wr ha\'<' sub-.tituted "se-t rnant pairs" fo1· gre11ter dnrity) whe1·1' one '\lamp 
is pu1whed and thr adjoining -,tamp i not ) Jention i-. nrncle that thee ,·a-
1·ietie.., a1·e fount! on the following :.tamps : 

c Ol'UllgC 

16c imligu 
~-le 1·la 1'1'1 

-lOc dark brown 
60<• rmern Id g1·l'e11 
IP <·u1·mi11e rosr 
:3P <lt><'P 1·rcl 

Tht• ('Cllalof! statt• .... rurthl'l' that these ill'l' (•Oll!oidl'l'ed to be :.rreat l'Ul'ities . 
• \ Jthoug-h not fH'l'\· iousl~· list cl by the ~anabl'ia rataloinw. the 1960 Nlition 

rinallr do1>s mPntion two rnrietir-, : 

I , ro Ph ilatel ia t . I 111111 /,, 
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: . : : . . . 

Fig. 21 Full sheet of fifty stamps, 60c emerald grHn, punched with two stars. Three different 
site stars are easily distinguishable. (Collection of Dr. E. HormHche) 
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Fig. 21. (eon't.) . The lest five horizontal rows. 
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Fig. 22b. Horitontal pair of 60c: emerald green. The rig ht stamp is punc:hed with two qualrefoils. 
The left stamp is unpunc:hed. 

(i ii -llli· durk ht'O\\ 11 . I lo1·izo11lal pai1·. Ollt' plltlt'lll'd wi I h .... til l'. otltt·r 
with 1(1111 t l'Pfnil. 

1-ia :iP dt•l'p l'l'cl. Yt•1·ti1·ul pair. Olll' I' 11111· ll\'tl \\it h llll I ' .... t 111'. ot lll't' 
\dth I" u. 

lllu,trnt1"l i11 Fi~" :!:!a. :!:!h. ~~t· and ~~d at·t· \11rit•ti1•" 1'1·0111 1lw wrih·1"" 
1·11lh•1"1io11. It \\ill h1• 11111l•d that l'llC·h w-t1•11a111 pair 1·1111 .... i .. i.. of Olll' -.tamp" ith 
anti 01w \\ ithoul p11111·h. Thl' horizo11tul p11i1· uf -We· durk hrm\ 11 i" -;umt'what 
dift'c•1·e11t from th<• rn1·il'I'. dt• .... 1·1·ilwd h,· S11m1bria. 1d1huu!!h it i' h1·lil',·1·d thP 
SunabriH listinl.! wns maci1· l't·om th1· -.iumpi. illn-;tr111t•d ht•n" l t will lw "l'l'll 
lhal lhr l1•1't stamp i .... not p111wll!'d whill' 11w ril!hl 11111• l111i. olll' .;tat· and orH• 
q1111t1·1•t'oil. Thl' (i01· 1•11H'l'i1l1l !!l't•1•n ha:-i two q1wtr1•fuil pun1·h1•i. in thl• ri!!ht 
.... 1a111p \\hilt• t lw l1·ft .... tamp is u11p111wlwd. Tlw IP 1·111·mi111• l'IN' likl'wi .. t• h1h 
thP lt>ft .... tamp 11npu111·hl•tl hut 1111· right .... tamp ha .... h\11 .... ta1· pn1wh1•..... Tlw ;J P 
dt•t•p re1l j, a ,-1•1·1i1·11I p11ir· \\hu-.:1• top .... 1a111p i .... 1111pu11c·lwd \\lll'l'l'a' th1· bott11111 
um• i .... p11111·h1•d \\ ith two -..t111· ..... 

If. 11-, p1·1•Yio11sl.' di-;1·11s-.1•d , !ht• -,h1•ph \\t'l'I' l'oltled 111011,1.: tl11• horizontal row, 
t>I' fll'l'fu1'ati011-,, it is Jll'l'hap-.. tllldc•r-,tandahll' that II \·1•rtic·al I'll\\' \\'Ot1ltl lll'«illl'll· 
tally 1·emain 1111p11111·ht•1I. This \\t1t1ld ac·c·ount for 1lw rnri1·th•-; u11 tlw !Hk 1' 1111'1'· 

uld !!l'l'l'll and th1· IP 1·111·mi1w 1·os1•. l~n·11 the 1•n·or u11 1h1• -Ult· dark lll'<nn1 i.; 
1•xpli1i1111hl1'. Tlw 01wn1tor ma.' h11\·<• put down tlw "tar p11111·h 1'111· 11 m11nw11t 
and lht>n pil'kt•d up thl' qu11t1·l'l'oil p11111·h h.' 111ist11k1>. 1-:H' ll thuu~h l'ur-ft>tc·lwd . 
1111• l0 xplu1111ti1111 j..., "IHllc•\\ll<lt ll'llllhh• ll oWl'\.t'I'. how 1·a11 tilt' \'1•1·ti1·11l pair ol' 
1111• :{)' dl'l'I' 1·1•d lw P.xplained ~ It i .... h11r1•l.' p11,,ihl1•. thou!!h 11111 too pruhabh'. 

...................... 

Fig. 22c:. Horizontal pair of IP carmine rose. The right stamp is punc:hed with two stars The 
left stamp is unpunc:hed. 
Fig. 22d. Vertic:al pair of 3P deep red. The upper stamp is unpunc:hed. The bottom stamp has 
two star punc:he1 

tu .1 ,,1 ,,, 1·11;s 



Fig. 23. Strip of three of the first Newspa per Stamp (Scott Pl ). The two stamps at left have two 
star punches. The right stamp is punched with two qut1treloils. (Collection of Robert Hoffmann) . 

that <JJll· ho1·i1.011t11l t'm\ of ,t;imp:-. w1h nut foldl·d 1111drl'. Thu,. tlw protrndinu 
rtm \\tJllld not lw p111u·ht'd. .\ 11utlw1·. 1n·rhaps mu1·1· lik1·l.' P\pl:111;1tio11. i-. thut 
thi' n1rit'I.' wn ... tlw 1·1•-,11lt nf th•-,i!.{n ratlu·1· than a1·1·id1·11t f>l'rhnps it would 
'o fll'll t fW 1·1·i I i1·i-.111 if it W('l'i' "ia id I ht•-,1• n11·i1•t ii'' a l'I' t ht• l'l''llft II f t·om pla i-,;1 IH'l' 

TIWl'I' i ... 11111• f;11·tor whi1·h "''l'lll' to -.11pp111·t till' "t·11111plai.,a111·r· · th1•or.\. It 
\\ Jlf he IHllt•d that. 1111 1•a1·h of 1JH' fnlll' pi1•1•1•-, iJlthll'att•tJ. lh1• '\;II'' llllCI fJllatl'I' 
fuif, 111'1· nlwa.'' pl111·p.J 111•111· tht• huttum l'd!.l't' of the ... 111111p-.. Tlw 'tar' and 
q1111trl'foil-. 111·1• in upri!.l'hl pu,;ition rntlwr than isl\1•1·t1•1l. Thth. thl'.'' wnnld 
1·mn1• f1·um t lw utld hw·i;r.011tul 1·nws. It s1•1•ni... too 111111·h of 11 1·11i1u·id1'1ll'l'. t h!'rt•-
1'01·1'. that llotlt' n1·1· l'rnm th1• l'\'l'll row-. and. thu .... in ill\'l' l'll•d po,itinn . It llW.' 

Ill' that ut h1·1· \'U l'il'I it•' m11y hr ... u hm it t pcf h.' 0111· r1•ud1•1·s -,fum in)! 1n11wlwd -;tam P' 
frum 1•\'l'll. l101·iw11tal l'O\\' whi1·h will l!•nd tu l'l'fut1• thi.... '.'nil' tlu· 'trip 11f 
th1·1·1• of th!' .. 1'1·1•11,11 :{ I 'l'ntl',imo-, " m·1•q11·i11t on the ·k 01·a11)!1' 'tamp 111' t!l:!I. 
Sc·ott '.'\o. Pl. tlw fir,t '.'1·w-.papl'l' Stamp ot l "ntl!llll,\. {Fi:,r. :!:i ). Thi· two 
,1arn1" at thl' 11'1'1 a1·1· jl\llll'lll'd with two 'tar·-,; tht• ri:,rht 'tamp ha-. two q11a11·1•­
l'oih. .\lthm11.dt th1•-.1• p111wh1•-. :11·1• pl:11·1•d 111 th1• top of 1h1• ... tamp-. and uhYio1hl.' 
from 1111 t'\'1•11 huri1.ontal 1·11w tlw fn..,t 011 th1• ..,hl•l't it i-. flll"'ihlt• 1h1"it' w1•1·1· 
p111wlll•d at th<' top lw1·1111)',e ti ll' hott11111 ""lrni.r1• would h11\1' 111iti:wtrd 111rni11,..1 
p11111·hi111! i11 1111.' 111 h1•r posit ion . 

Tlw \\Tit1•r \\ould likl' to -.1r1•-.s th1• poiut that. ('\L'll 1'1011!.{h "iOllll' of th1•-.t• 
n1ri1•ti .. , ma.'· han· h!'l'll thr l'l'"i1tlt of 1·11mplaisi1n1·1•. till'~ arr. 11<·,·1•1·thl•I<''-'· hil!hl.' 
1l1·-.i1·abf(' fur tlll' -.p1•1·iali-.1. .\ lthou;.rh h1• ha-. 'fll'l'iafi;wd 111 tlw air nrnil "ta111p-. 
nr l 'rn:.rtl<l.' for llHlll.' ~·pa1·s, additional 1•xa111ph·-. of tlww \lll'il'ti1•-. ha\'(' 11ot h1°l'll 
t•111·m111te1·pd. Thi',\ 11r1• not 1·omn11111: w1· 1111•r1•Ir fw ... itat<• to 1·1111 tlwm "1·111·1·" 

carcity Of \uttiples 

111 Jlfl"-"ill)!. it should hr 1111t1•d thut tht• ot"rit·ial air m11il ... tlllll(h or l'l'llg'llll,\ 
an• not t·ommm1 in 11-.rtl 1111Jftipll' piN·t''· 1-'01· that mnttPI". l'\'1'11 ..,i11:.rl1• 1·upi1·' 
11..,«>d or mint a1·1· 1111t pfp11tirul. Tlw 11111~ multiplr pip1·1· ,.,., ... ..,,.,.n br th1· "1·it1·1· 
i' tlw pair ,IJ0\\11 in l•'i!.l'. 17. Oh\'i1111,f.'. oth1•r)o, llHl.'' 1·xi..,t in tlw Poll1•1·tio11-. 
of l°l'll!!llll,\ "ifH't·iafi-.h. 011(' Jlll'-Sibfl' l'XflfHlllltiun fur tfll' -,1·111·1·it~· of nlllftipf1• 
pi1•1·1•, j, that in prn1·ti1·allr 1•H·r~· i11-.ta111·1' wh1·1·1· 11 donhlt• l'lltt• mig-ht lu"r bt•1•11 
1·1•quin•d i1 \\llllld Jw,·1· h1•1•n JHl''ihft• to flll.' it \\ilh hi:.rhr1· dt•nn111i1rntio11 "tamp-. 
1·11tlwr than with multiple .. of low .. 1· 111H'"· Thu-.. tlw lli1· 1·ould bl' ll'l'tl in-.ll•ad 
of a pair of t-1-. li01· iihlPad or a pair 111' :mi-. "i01· fo1· a pair of ~fl<- or I .:!O P 
ratlwr than ii p:1i1· nt' lilll'. 1'1·iplr ratt•, 1·11t1ld also lw ;11·1·11nwd11tr1l: thr !101· 
would tak1• 1·;11·1• of 11 triplt• :~Oc· rnl\•, th1• -LiOP uf' a 1riplP l.:iOI' 1·11t1'. c>tc._ 

carcit) Of Covers 
( 'm·1·r" with l 'n1g1111.' ut'fiPial :1i1· mail -.tamp" 111·p nf,o q111t1• -.t·a1·1·t• .\ 111·1· 

1111111,\ ,\'t'llr-. o f -.1•1JJ'(•hin!!. the Wl'itel' i-., qnill• hllflfl.'' to flan• !!:Jl'll\'l'C'tf tJ11·t'l' t'fcm II 
1·0,·1•r-.. tw11 l·m·1•r fro11h 1111d 0111' \\Tappt•r. l '111T1•,111111cl1•1w(• \\ith otlwr l'rtt!.\'llll.' 
-.tudent>- c·1111fi1·nh thi-., -.1·ar1:it.' Jt i-. thi-. abst.>111·r of n1111<•rial whid1 11111k1•-. 

. 1,, ,. I'/11/ult/1.,1 . 1111111/ .• JI 
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BERNE 
Fig. 2'1. The i>Oc emerald green with two quatrefoil punches on official envelope of the Depart­
ment of Posh, Telegraph and Telep hone Nola rectangular boxed FRANQUEO OFICIAL hand. 
stamp al lop center. 

1.'Xll'l' llll'I~ clift'il'llll tlll' l'"li1bfo,hn11•11t OI t•al'lil'-,t Ill' lall''-t \ISlll!l.' of lh1•-,l• -,tamp-,, 
:\lo:-.1 c·cl\ C'l''- 1•xa mi111•d han• printl•cl c·o1·nl'I" c·111·d-, i11di1·1.1!i11g- !lw departm~nt 

11-;ing llw maik In 11clclilio11, ..,onw clcp11l'lmc>nh u•wd 1·11blwl'slump 1·at·hch whi1· h 
lt:-.ttllll,\ nppr111· lit till' ll(lJWI' l'iuht or llH' ('()\"l'I' . .:\otc lhc l'!ll'het of . . B1111C·o 
ll ipo1t•1·ario l >t>I l rll!{llll,,. ·· in l·'il-(. !I Otlll't'" 1111!1'cl b.' t lw \\"l'ilcl' at·p ··Dil'l"P1·-
1·io11 l >I' .\:rronomia·· ( 1lcpartnw11t of .\ ~ri1·ultu1·1•) . · · l·'a1·ultad de :\lt•tli(·i1111" 
( l·'111·11Jt, of :\lrdi1·i1w . ·•)fini-,tro lh• Hl•l111·iu111•-, l~xtcrio1·r-;" 1 l·'ol'riu:11 :\lini-,­
tn· ... 1i1'iw11 In l ·' i~ lli and -,c\·prnl uth1•1-..,. 

• 111 acldition. 11rn ... 1 c·m·pr, lwar 111111tl11•1· 111111·ki11g- i11di1·11ti11g: ol'fi1·ial tN.IJ!l'. 
:\lm.t 1·11111mo11 i ... th1• familiar ··sc> " \\hil'h i ... fou11d in a 11umbPr of pri11ti11i.r 
-,t,·11·' · Thr !Ptli•r, -,\and for "Sr1·\"i1·io <>fi1·ial .. (<lffi1·i11I S1•1·,·i1·(• ). :\lu-.c time .... 
1';i., 111a1·kini.r i' prinll•d dit·l'l0 ll.' 1111 the 1•11\·elop1•. In -;omt•. it i-; appli1•d with 
a 1·ublwr hancl-,tamp. ( 'on>r-; ha,·p al-;o ht•1•n "l'~n "ith h1111dstamps whi1·h han• 
th1· wonJ, "SgR\"l{ ' f() OFll ' l.\L "" 1·0111pl1•tt>l.' ... 111•ll1•d out. .\ not too «om111011 
11111rking- i' "FR.\ .:\C~l"EO <IFl<'l.\L " (Ol'fi<·ial Franking- ) i11 a rrc·tanirnln1· 
r1·unw ( Fi!! :!-! 

Counterfeit P unches 

It ... 1w11ld lw -,1 a led . at 1lw 1Htht•t. that not 1•no11i.rh ,.., known ahout c·ounl!•r­
ll·it p1m1·ht•, on tlw uffii·ial 11i1· mail .... tmnp ... ur l°rll!!llll,\ . • \ ... a maltl'l' of ra..t, 
1lwr1· i-; 1111 appat'Pnt di,,a!!n'l.'11l<'nl amo1t!! -,p1·1·iali"h a ... to "lwtht'r stu·h c·ount1•r-
r1·ih n1·tu11ll~ do l'Xi'it. Thu:-., Llull. Oil Jlll!!t' 40 ot' hi ... huok "l 'ata lo!!o Or Lo'< 
:-;l'llu-, Y l><•I ( 'cll'l'C'o .h•n•o Drl l'l'lt!!lHI\ .. ,,l\ . .., ht> lwlit•\·c•s t hut thl'l'l' HI'~ 1·oun11•1·­
fc>il pmwhl'" uf E11r11Jll'a ll urii.ri11 I >i:. ll u1:m111•1·lw, u11 tlw utlwr ha11d. b1•li1•\t•s 
thnt c·u1111!1•1'l'l'ih do not exist : in Ull\ l'Yl'lll. Ill' ha-, m•w1· :-.een all\'. 

Thi• t1•mpt11tiun In (•utlllll'l'reit dtl''iP slllllllh j-; oln·inusly J!l'<.'at.bt•c·atl"l' or thl• 
c·han1·1• lo e11han1·l• thl1 Yalm• of a C'heapi>l' ... tamp. 'l'o illti--tnite th1• point. -;how11 
lw1·1•\\ith i-, a 1·umpa1·11ti\'1• table ur pri1·1·-- takl'll t'rnm tht• 196a 1•dition or llw 
":-;unuh1·iu \\'ol'ld .\irmuil c·atalo!!lll' :" 

I:! .f 11111. H ti.1 



Son1111/ .l1r l fo1/ ,....,,,,,,,,., ()fl II i11/ . l rr lfo1/ •' f 11111 JI•' 
,, , /llJl/l I 1/f/ I 11111 .II i11 I l"s11/ l/ 111/ I SI d 
...... l't'd 111'1111!!1' ~.:10 2 . .ill :ill.Oii :,o ()(I 

lfit· i 11d i!!o :Um 2 .110 2:1 (}(l I;; llll 
~-l-1· c·la n•t ~ .011 :UHi ~:1.1111 I 11.1111 
:m.- hi-;11·1· ~ . .ill 2 .00 1110 .00 :m.oo 
.J.llt· d;1 rk ht·o\\ n :1.0ll 2 . .iO I :i.1111 I .i .llll 
lillc· hi th' !!l'('('ll +.1111 -LOO 1 .:10 7 . .ill 
fillc· 1•nwra ld !!1"1'1•11 :1.llll :l.<Kl Li !HJ 10.110 
"01· dark 111t1·1111111ri111· .i.00 .i .Oil :W.llll 10.00 
!!lit· lig-ht hlt11• :1.00 .i .no .ill.Oil :moo 
I t> t •;t 1"111 j Ill' l"ll'l' :U.i :u.i 1.:10 7 .:10 
1.211 (> 111 in· :.rrt'l'll I .i.00 I :i .!Kl 7.i .00 :w.cm 
1.:10 p n•d h1·1m 11 I II.Oil 10 110 1.:10 7 . .-10 
:JP dt'l'P rc•d :W.00 :W.00 1 :um I .i.11!1 
-t..:-10 I' bla1·k :!:i.(JO :!.i.00 2:i.Oll :!."i.00 

.\ q11i1·k !!l111w1• 111 tlw ahm1• \1ill i11dic·at1• 111 th1· 1·1•111h·1· \\It.' 11111111t• \\onld 
\\11111 to 1·1111111\•rrPit lht• 1.:10P 1·1•d 111'11\1 n. th1• ;3p dt•1•p t't'd or tlll' .J. • .iO P hlac·k 
;iir mail -.tll ll lJh. ll uw1•\·1·1·. in tit(' 1·a-.;1• or tilt' uth1•r-;. t lw appli1·ati11n or a 
1·011111t•r fr it p 11 11 1· h 1·ot1ld inc·rt'il"(' 111!' i-a 11tl11!! rnhw to ill IPllSI t\\'il"l· that or -.unw 
u11pu111-llf'd ... talll Jh. and to tw1·11t.' timr" and furl.' tinw.., th1• 1·aiftlmt Yaltw in 
111 lwr-.. Tht• di rfic·nl t .' I) r dl'lt·c·I i Ilg' 1·ou111<·1·rl'i t' j-., ('tllll JHllllHl1·d i11 t lw 1·1t'I' of 
th<• ofri1·i11l uir mail -.tamps hN·athC' ui' llw 111annp1· in \1hi1·lt th1·~ w1•1·1• m11cl1•. 
Ex11111 in11 t ion. for !'X11m p l1•. of lltl' J> l'l'Yinusl,\ ill11st 1·a1t•d 2.fr 1·la1·1·t a11d ()[fr 

1•tt1l't·ald !!l't•t•n r11 ll sh1•1•h i11di1·at<' !!n•at Yat·ipty 11111 1111ly in ..,i:r.l' but i11 -.ltup1• 

IT ALY AIR MAIL COVERS 
=Cl \\ orld's firs t air mail stamp, flown T urin- Rome Z.00 
=Cl do. error in arri\aJ pmk. ZZ. I\' .. ins tead 22. \'. 1917 4.00 
:CJ do. return flight Rome-Turin CO\ er 2.50 
;:;CZ World's firs t sea-pla ne st., aples-Palermo 2.00 
#CZ do. aples-Palermo posted in Rome 4.00 
:CZ do. return flig ht Palermo-Naples 2.00 
1925, Special flight LEGHORi\- ROM E \\Ith unused 1 2off. air st . Z.00 
1925, ame flight., 1 ,JOffic. air st . cancelled J.00 
1926, " ORGE" airship Polar cover wit h 1 2offic. air stamp, R.ome-

Kingsbay 14.00 
1926, do. Cover flown across orth Pole to T E LLER. laska, where 

Italian franking has been cancelled upon arrh a l, autographed by 

P. 

a member of the Cre\\ , fe\\ known 60.00 

We specialize in air mail coHrs of Ital) , Colonies, an Morino, 
Vat ican City, s ince 1925 and ho\ e one of the finest assortments 
in existence. Appro' als. 

PE BL CK 
Box 57 

T IP 
Dumont, 

:,; L. lla~·,.r, l'ro11. )l••lllhf'r \1.ro f'hllnt• 11.•U• LI( ~l .. mbt·r AA~S: 
1 •ollf'<'Wr> I ·1uh \ S ll.\ 

. J. 

P. S. t the present time \\e ha' e in stock one set of 5 FOC Ital) 
#COZ and the four Colonies #CBOl on the O FFICI AL co, e rs -
flown. 

.I•'" 1'11 1/at• 11.•t .I 111111/., J.> 
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WHAT YOU WANT TO BUY 

is more important than what we want to 

sell, so please tell us what you collect. 

We have a small stock of older G. B. Com­

monwealth and Foreign stamps, good stocks 

of covers (pre-stamp to recent airmails) , 

airmail stamps (some good errors) and one 

of the finest existing stocks of Japanese oc­

cupations. 

GENERAL PRICE LIST FREE 

J. STEPHEN 
26 Coed Pella Road 

Colwyn Bay, Denhighshire, Gt. Britain 

·'"'''· Jf!I;,, 



GREATEST VALUE EVER - THE ALL-NEW LOOSE-LEAF 

ORDER WITH CONFIDENCE! 
The Standard album is guaranteed to please 
you in every respect or you may return it 
within ten days for a prompt and full refund. 

World Stamp Album 
1000 PAGES 

SPACES FOR 50,000 STAMPS 
MORE THAN 30,000 ILLUSTRATIONS 

Here is a truly sensational new loose·leaf album 
that sets a new standard in album value. Person­
ally compiled and edited by H. E. Harris, the 
Standard album dramatically reflects his fabulous 
knowledge and experience gained through nearly 
half a century of dedication to the stamp hobby. 

Carefully designed with the collector in mind, the 
Standard offers more genuine, lasting pleasure from 
the hobby than any album ever published in the 
popular price range. 

Read about the Standard's many outstanding fea­
t ures and order yours today. 

"one of philately'• finet1t of modern olb11111t1" 
• • • • ERNEST A. KEHR 

Sllmp Cditor. New York Herald Tnb<Me, World famous 
l'lli11tehst, Author, Educator, lectum 

These exciting features are yours in the new STANDARD: 
• Attractively and sclenllfically destined • • • with 

spaces for 50,000 stamps of the kinds you're most 
likely to own or acquire. 

• More than 30,000 sharp, cle1r illustrations that 
vlrtually ellminate the need for costly "standard 
catalo1s" for Identification purposes. 

• Complete, easy.to-understand compllatlon of help· 
ful and wluable Information, lncludin& (I) Illustrat­
ed world·wlde Stamp finder, quickly Identifies 
nearly all stamps, (2) Stamp Collectors Dlctiona,y, 
defines words pertalnina to philately, (3) " How to 
Collect Stamps," a trustworthy 1ulde for all col· 
lectors, and (4) U. S. Stamp Identifier. profusely 
lllustr1ted, tells rare stamps from common "look 
alike" varieties. 

• A supply of exclusive "Speed·rllle" blank pases 
and summed count,y titles. 

• Profusely Illustrated St1ndard supplements will be 
Issued annUllly. 

• Luxurious loose·leaf post binder In nine rich and 
beautiful colors ••• electronically sealed In finest 
solt.proof, wear.resistant Imported vinyl ••• PLUS 
revolutionary ntw mechanism (patent pendln&) al­
Jowln1 paces to Ile open with mulmum possible 
fl atness! 

• These and many other f1sclnalln1 features and 
Innovations will provide you with years of utmost 
enjoyment. 

H.E.HARRIS & CO. : f.i::~!!l!-1 : BOSTON 17, MASS. 
. 11/'ll l'/11/11/i/1,"lt . l 11111r/., 1;; 



Fig. 25. '40c dark brown and 80c dark ultramarine, each punched with two stari. Both stamps show 
,haracleristics which indicate the punches may be counterfeit. 

of the• 1111111·hc•-... Onlr u1w 1·har:11·l1·1·i-;ti1· 1t11.., ltl't'll firm l." p..;tnhti .... lll'd h.' th1· 
\\'l"ill'r. P1·111·tic·nll.' l'\"l'r.'· impn•,i-io11 of thl' flltlll'hilll! d1·,·i1·1• l"l'!>.ttltC'd i11 d1•an 
c•dur-.. for lh1· 1n11wlwd -;ta1--; a11d q1111t1·1•foik l \;l'cl c·opic"' c·lrarl.'· .... ho\\ thi-. 
1·ha1·;11·t1•ri-ai1· . 11..; wrll. 

lll11-..tn1h•d in l•'iu. ~:J an• 1·11pic•" of th1• -Uk d111·k lwown and "111· dark 
11ltr11m11rilw. 1•111·lt putwlwd with two -..tar ..... Th" ir1·1•!!uli1r ru1·111ati1111 or tlw 
poi11tl-. of th1· ... t111·-. 11nd thC' f11zzi1w-..-. a1·u11nd tlw c'll!!l'' ul' the' p111whC'-.. <ll'C' not 
1·lt11n11·h•ri-..tih nornrnll.\· fonnd 1111 pu111·hl•d offit·iul a11· mail ... 1a111p-.. .\ 1·1·nrcl­
i11!!l.'. tlwy al't• c·u11-;id1•1·pd -..n-..pcC'I a-.. 1·ou111i·1·f1•ih h.' th<• "1·itt>r. £l owewr. i-.. it 
admit ll'd that IOo lit! I· i ... known about po ...... ihh• 1·11tt11l1•1·frit-.: I h1i.... a rirm 
opinion nn tlw ... tamps -..hmnt in Fi!!. ~:-1 1·11111101 lw -..t111<11I. F111· mur1· ;11lclitiu1111l 
-;t ud.' i.., 111•1·1•.....,;11·.' lwfm·1° po,, it i \l' n•,nlt ... 1·a 11 lw ,.,, 11 hi i ... lwcl 11 ncl puhl i ... lw.t. 

Additional Material Examined 

Thi.., 't11cl.' of flit' ol"l"ic·iul air mail ... 111111p ... ut l 1·11u11a.' """ lwg1111 ..,l'\Pl"al 
.11•11 1·, 11gu. Si111·p thr p11hlic·atiu11 of tlH• 1•a1·l.' i11't11llnw11h i11 tlw .\1-.IW 1·1111 .. \­
Tll.l~'I' "'\I.~ st111·till!.! in the• .J uh Hlli~ i"tH'. 11dclitic11111l 111at1•rial h11s 1·c11n1• lo 
the• writl'I.-., ;itll'ntion bt>arill!! 1111°1•111·1.' d1ttt'' of INlg'l' of th1°'t' l>tamp-.. 

l n F'i!!. ~Ii. t lwrl' i .... shmn1 p111·t 11 r a c·on·1· l'rnm I Ill' 1·'1ll'l'ig-11 ) Ii II i-;t I',\ :it'll I 
to !Ill' l°l"llgllll.\"1111 ('011 ... 111 ill (;l' llOll. 11111,\". '1'111• (011\0 ('1' j-; t'rallkt•d with II p11i1· of 
till' ~1· 11lt1·11111ari11l' t ll.n11pie ..;ta111p-; of l !J~I->. 1'1wlt p11111·l1t•d with om• quatn•t'oil 
and c·1111c·l•lh•d .. POH'T'E P.\ r:o ) la\· ~1' . t!lao. ·· 'T'lti.., 1·m·t•1· wa..; 11ot sPnt ll\ 
air mail. 'T'hl' raft• of Jlil- i ... oln·iou ... i, too hm for a11 1iir 111ail l<•fl('I" to lt1il~·. 
11 mn'' l'I". two c·onc·l 11-;io11-. ma~· b1• d r1; " 11 l'ru111 th is pi1•1·1•. l•'i 1·,,1. pu nc· hi Ill! ;, ( 

..,1111111i... for ul'fil·i1tl 11..;p 1·011ti1nw.J until 111 11•a..,I tl11• lat11•r part of l!l:l" tlw 
Olympi1· <:1111w ....... 1a1111i.... wc•J"(' rir ... t i ... ~1wcl Oii .Jul.' 2!1. 1!)21->. Sc•1·11n1I. !ht' cl11t1• 
111' th<· 1·111wt•ll11tio11 i ... )1 11~· 2 . l!l:m. It 1~ thu-, 1111 "ihll'. ii' pmwhetl .... tam(" 
wt•1·1• !win!! 1i...1•cl 11t that 1'111"1.' date•. that 11tfit·i11I air nrnil .... t11mp ... ma.'· al-.o J111,·1· 
ht•l'll in 11-.p in rn:3fl. Tlw l'Hrli<· ... t d111l• of 11 ... 1• \\a ... 111·c•\"i1111 ... ty l''l11hli..;hl0d lh 

Oc·tohrr I !l. Hl:30. (Sn· Fi!!. -l 

Fig. 26. Pan of c:over franked with pa ir of Be ultramarine of 1928 Olympic Victory Stamps, each 
punched with one quatrefoil. The Porfe Pag o cancellation is dated May 28, 1930 (Collection of 
Robert Hoffmann ). 

) Ii 



Fig. 27. The 30c bistre punched with two qualrefoils. The cancellation is the EXTERIOR type 
dated December 27, 1929. (Photos b Boulrelle). 

Shcl\\11 in l''i;!. :17. i-. tlw :31k hi-.11·1· p111wlwd "ith two qtwtrefoil .... It i-. 
C':tnl'Plled with an·· EXTE RI OR D1'C'l'mlwl' '17. l!l'l!l .. hunclstamp. 1'h1• p11111·hr-. 
and the C'llllC'l'llHtion 11ppPa1· to lw !.!1•1111inc•. Thu-.. \\' I' now h11n• 11 po..;-.iblr 
1·arli1•1· 11-.11!.!I' th1111 till' Ol"tohel' HI. H):Jo datt> pl't'\· iousl~· nw11tiom•1l. 

In tl'llth. huwrn·t·. this -.tamp aro11sr" u1·a,·1· tluubh. l"i1·-.1. th1• d11t1• i..; 
almo-.t -.ixteett mont lh 1·11rli<'I' I han p1·r,· i1111-.I~ 1•,,,t;1hli-.h1•d datp-, of ll"ill!I' d11l'ill!.! 
.\ pl'il rna1. Sc•1·11 1111. it will lw nott•d that tlw 1·a1w1•1l11tiun j., tlw SflllH' EX­
TEHICIR tnw found 1111 th<' 01'1olw1· l !l. 1!1:311 di ... l'cl\"l' I'~ 1·op_, . ... twwn in l-'iJ!. 4. 
It has fll'1•\·io11..;lr h1•1·n -.1at11tl tlrnt this l·:XT l~R I OR l'a111·<'llatio11 i-. known 1111 
m111·h flown mail durinir l!l:!!l and 1!J:m. It i-. 1·011.i1•1"t111·NI that fll'rhap-. a 
postal l'h•rk had 11c·1·1• ... -. to tlw p111whin1t dC'vic·1•. Tiu• applic·11tio11 of thP p11111·h 
to a :mc· histrl' ..;ta111p would makr it l'irt1•t>11 ti1111•s mol'l' ,·alu11bl1• jucliting- by th1• 
l!lli:I Sa1whri11 ('atalu:.r111· pric·""· 'l'11ki111-? tlw pri1·1'-. frn111 th<' ··( 'nhiloJ!o l>c• L1i... 
S1•llo .... \ 1•1·1•os ()p) l " n1!.!11a~.-· of 1!14, . it i' 1101\•d thut 11 11s1'd l'llp~· of tlw IHH'ma l 
ai1· mail "tamp i ... li ... ll'd 111 J.'10 P<'"o" ,,·hih· thr s.1nw -;tamp pmwltl'd for ol'l'il'ial 
11-;1• ha:- n p1·i!'t' tll!.! of 1'10 pe-.o-;. 1111110-.1 sixt~·>'t'H'll linw..; hi!!lll'I'. The tt•mp­
lat ion 111 i111·1·1•11-.r a -.tamp-. ... ,·nllll' nwr1•I.'· h,\" fllllll'hin!! it i-; ohviou,f.' ,·r1·.'· !!l'1•11t. 
T his i-. not In ,,,;1~· that it h11ppe1wcl. Bnt. "l'l'ioth thou)!ht nttL-.t lw !!in•n tu -.twh 
11 po..,.,ibili1,,·. T lll'l'(•fur1•, thi.., dutl' ol' I>!•t·emlw1· '17. l!l'l!l will nut lw l'P!.?:ll·dt•cl :ts 
t•\ icll' lll'!' or tilt' datl' of l'lll'lil•-,f klHJ\\"ll lNl!!l'. ~\ l-.o, dot1h1' lnll\" ha\"l' lo lw 
1•nt1•1·tai111•d 11hout thP 01·tob<'r 1!1. 1!1:30 dull' 011 the ... 111111p .;hmm i.11 l·'i!!. +. 

The 1928 zp Artigas Stamp Punched For Officia l Air Mail se 

111 thi-. -.tud,\" or th1· offil·ial air· mail ... 1a111p-. or l
0

l'll!!llll)". \\"(' h11\'p (llll'fllhl'l,\ 
omittt•d l'l'fl.'l'1•111·r lo t ill' 'lP (l<htag-1' -.1a111p of l!l'l~ shmri11go till' Elflll'"'''ian 
Stat tit' of .\ 1·1ig-11._, S1·otl :\u. :-JH!i. I.lull i1wl11de-. this on (la!!I.' !lH ur hi.; l'atnlog­
li-;tin:.r. Tht> "(']uh Filntl'lic·o l>t'I t°l'lt)!llH~ 1·at11lm:. ·· 011 thl• 111lu.•1· hand. i-. 
-,t1·a1tg-PI,\" -.il1•11t Oil tlll' 11..;1• or tfli, .;tamp fo1· nil' 111ail ]>lll']lO.;r-.. 

Thi• hu,ic· ... rnmp wa-. i-.s111•d 011 ) la,\ I. IH'l'- '' ith a total pri11ti11!! of ~.000. 
Llull .. tall'" l1111t 1,000 of the-.1· W<'l'l' pu1wlwd \dth 011!' q111111·1·t'11il in )( ;m·h, rn:J'l . 
1111 ... talr.; furthl'I' that lw ha-. "''"II a Yal'i1•t.' of thi ... -;fa11qwd 1n11whed with mw 
... tul' and 0111• quatrc•l'oil. \\\ • du 1101 doubt thi' lattl'I' 'tat r mrnt : a' not1•d 
p1·1·,·iou-.I.' . -.twit n11·ietic·-. t'Xi ... 1 1111 tlw orl'ic·iall~ p1111t·lwd P 1•g:a-;11-. 11il' mail 

Fig. 28. The 2P Artigas postag e stamp of 1928 (Scott No 386) punched with 
The sta mp al left is mint, the one al ri g ht used. (Collection of Herman Kerst). 

. I 1 rn l'/11 /1111 /1.•I . I 11 11 11/.-

one quatrefoil. 
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-.t,11nps. \\." do. ho\\l'n•r. tak1• l'X<'\'Jllllltl to lh<' dah• of ~ l a1·1·h. l!l:t~ Our 
Jll'<'\'ious di-.1·11 ... -.i1111 l'Pl111 in• to t h1· 1w1·iod 111' lhl' would indi1'11lt• I !J:l J ;i-. t lw .' l':tl' 
uf usug-1• with pos-1ibh• l'lll'lir1· list•. "" \\'l'll. 

Shown in l•'i!!lll'(' :!1 a rr t\\ll c·opic•-. ur this 11' .\ rti)!l1' ... t11mp. t'Hl'h 1111111·h1·d 
1\ith Olli' 1111at1·c>t'oil. T iil' -.te1mp a.., l!'lt is minl. tl11· 0111• at ri!!hl 11't•1l. Thi· 
mint <'OJ>." with q1wt1·l'fnil p11n1·h at top in im1·1·1l•d pu ... iti1111 i-. pl'Obahl~· from an 
1•\·pn horiim11t11I t'O\\ . Thr 11s(.'d ... 1a111p hns tlw qu11tn·l'uil pnn1·h at th1· bu1111111 
111111 i.., from an 111l1l 1·0\\. Tlw 1·a111·l'lln t i011 i.., not tuo 1·h·ar on thi-. --tamp: thu .... 
t hr t.''JW uf "" 111·t·lla t ion l'H n nut lw dt•t (.'1'111i1wd nor t Ill' da ll' "h1•11 t h1• :-.tamp 
\\'11>. UM•1l. T hi-. i.., unl'o1·tunu1t•. i11 \' il•w of tht• m11i-..sio11 of this 1n1111·lwd :!J> 
.\ 1·tig-as 'tamp f1·om tlw Hl.+H " ( 'atnlo!!o Dt• Lo-. Spl)o.., .\ Cl'<'O'- l>l'I l°l'lt!!llll.' .. 
T hus. th1• UH' ol' thi ...... tamp fur 11ir 11111il 1n11·1msl'" 1·a111111t h1• finnl~ 1·-1t11hlislwd. 
It is hoped that 11ir 11wil tO\'t'I~ lwa1·i11!! thi-. ... ta mp "ill lw -.uhmith•d for 0111· 
1•x11mination -.o that ih 11"<' fut· ot'ri1·i11I 11ir nrnil nrny lw dC'l'initPI.' Jll'll\'t•11 . 

Conclus ion 

Tlw \Hitl'l' hop1• ... that t hi-. ... 111d~- ha ... H1·hi1•\'t•d 11 ,, lit hr-.i ... or in format lllll 
p1·1·,·iou-.J~· a\·a ilahl1• 111111 tlwt hi.., 1·11111·lu-.i111i-. h11 ... t'd 1;pon known fo1·t-. han· 
addt•d tu till' fund or knowlt•dg-1• about the 11ffi1·ial e1i1· matl -.111m11' .. of l 't'l\)!llll,\. 
sunw hypoth1•..,1•.., tt•ntatin•ly atln1111·1•tl d11ri11!! t lw \\'riti11g- t'Pnrnin to lw tt•st1•d 
11).!llillst fu r·t lll'I' lll lll<'t'ial \\'hi<·h. it i:-. hop1•1l. \\'ill lw llllldl' ;l\'ailahl<' b,\ Olli' 

l'l'ad<•1·s. Ont' thing- is t·('1·tai11; lhl· la-.t word about th1•,1• i--s111•-.. ha:- not hp1•11 
pri111<•tl. .\ s additional 1'11<·h hl'<'Ollll' an1i lahl1'. w1· hopt• to puhlish :-.anw iu 
fullll'I ' i-..-.up.., ot' thi-. lllll.!!HZith'. 
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ILICIA 1920 AIR MAIL 
The Long, Long Trail To ucce 

llw1· lwl'ln• \'\'Ill·-. a!!o in thl' . l1ni l'hil11f1fisf 's S1w., ( \ 'ol. li. ~u. 12 . 
. Jum• l:i. l!l:->1 1 th;• l'oll11wi11!! \\a' \\ritkll 11-. th1• p1·1•f111·1· lo a rin• JIH!!t' u1·1ic·ll• : 

Genuine Counterfeit 

Fig. I. The handdrawn sl etch for the determination of g en uine a nd the counterfeit as p ublished 
in the "Ae ro Phila telist's Ne ws" of J une 15, 1951. 

.. ()f nil tht• ui1· mail -.lmnps lo b1• c·nllt•c·l1•d. 1101w IHI\'!' h<.'t'll a-. baffling :i.. 

tho-.1• of ('ilic·ia (Hc·ot t (' 1-2, Hu nabria 1-2). It \\011 ld lw u !!l'l'ltt 1H·1·omplisl1111Pnt 
111 \\l'ill' that th<' lll \'-,lt•1· , has lwcn :-.oln•cl 11 1 last. .\ c·tualh·. it 1111-. not. so that 
thi-. will lw a -.to r.~ of 'frnst rntio11 . 011 thl· utht•r h1111d. the writer hus s1wnt 
1111111~ r1•a 1·:- inwstii.wtinir uncl :-.twl,,·ing thl'st• l 'ilit'iu air nutib . ) l uc·h nsPf11l 
i11fcll'm111 iun hns he1•11 lllll'lll'I lwd. whic·h :il low" fo1· 1·1•rt 11 in opinions. 'l'lw p1·0!!-
1·1·-.-< uf thi .... wu1·k 1111-< h l't>ll told tn so11 11., \\ho 111h·is1·d th11t thl' prt>-.ent l't•sult-. lw 
1·p1·11rd1•d in 01·11t•r to thl'O\\ at l1•11st "01111• light 111><111 th1•s1• unk1111wn stam1h . 

.. 0111· inn•-.til!ution:-. art' 110\ m·t•r and ii i-, ,·owPd tlrnt t ill' final 'iol ution 
will bl' 111·hic•\'C'd (it i-. ho1wd by th), lll' l'hap-. -.i111n1•r than <'Xt11•1·tPd. 'l'hl' work 
up to now h11 .... 1·1•q11i1·1•1l mu!'h c·o1T1•-.p01111t•11<·1•. h1•r1• 11nd ub1·oacl. du~·, of ref1•1·1•1wt' 
\\'Ul•k in lilH'lll'i1·"· l'XllnliJllltiUll Of hundr('ds of -,tlllllJI'> a11d pholo!!l'aphs !h \\'I'll 
a .... 1·1111,ttllaliun \\ith top-~rad" philatdil' --111<1<'11h. stll'h ih nwmbe1·-, ot' the 1•;xp1•1·1 
( 'ummitt1•1•-, 111' tlw Philatdi1· Fo11J11l11tion an<l tlll' Fril•dl ('0111111itt<'1'. 111111 hi~hl~ 
1·1·-,p1•1·I t't I d1•a l<•r.; . 

.. Tlw problem. brier!~-. i:-. thi... Tlw-.C' ('ilil'ia nir mail-, a1·r l'Xtn•1111·I~· ra1·1·, 
in t'al'I. l'a1· ran•1·. if !:!'l'lltti1w. than an~ 1·11taloµ- pl'i1·c in1li1·a1t•..... 'l'lw~· \\'l•re mndt• 
1111cl1•1· 1•1111·1·J,!1•n('r t'onditimi-. with a hand-.tamp. mukinir 1•xp1•rtizatiun C'X<'l'l'd­
inirl.' dil't'i1·11lt. Hharp di-.a!!n•1·1111•11t-, Ulllllll!! IC'adin!! d1·11l1•r aut lmritil'-. h1•1·p 
a111l ah1·w1cl ha\'l' 1•xist<.'d about tlwm for .''l'lll'"· Thos1• whil'h 11111' n•liahl1• 11t•al1·1· 
i11 thi-. c·o1111tr~· ,·01ll' l11•d fur a" l!t•n11i1w ari· hnu11h•cl h~· an equullr 1·1•liablt' l'ort'i!!n 
1lt•ah-1· '" tlw l'Ollllt1•1·1'1•it o\·l'rp1·in1-.. F l'll t1 kl.'. tlw whult• mattt'r wa-. and i-, 
-.t ill 11111' hil! nll'"' ! 

" T his, hmn•\'l'r . lll' \'t•r disturb:-. th1• p<'r"i-.fc•nt -. t11de11t. It is tht> c-om pll'X 
philatl'lic· prnhlt·m whil'h i11t1·i~tll'" him. 'r h1· "11all1•11µ-1· i-. ac·t·t'pll'd. It i:-. not 
1•1h\. hm\1•\·1•1·. to -.111·1 out 0111' thu t i111'u1·11111ti1111 lwlien•d 1111tho1·itntiYI' and 
pn:"•11 t it at thi-. -.1air1• in a 1·oh~·n·11t. p 1 ·11 1wrl~ und1·1·-.tood -.tor.' . But WI' shall 
attl'mpt it." 

This 19:il arti1·l1• di1l g-1•! al'liuu 111111a-,1·1·uml11rtil'l1• on the 1!120 ! 'ilic·i11 ui1· 
mail -.111mp-. \\lb publi ... lwd in 11u• .111'11 P/11/0(1 ,,~, · ~ r, II'.\ tit S1•ptt>lllbrr 1. Hl:i2. 
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Thi-. \\lh II mn1·lt -.hul'h•r al'ti('le· or Olli' l'Hl!l' . !!i\·ini:r tlw rC'-.ulh of tlw l't'lll'lion-.. 
111 the• l!l:il al'ti1•h•. 2:~ wt-.. or ('ilil'ia ( ' J-2 hail hc>en -.1 •nt tu th<' wri11•1· for 
l' Xnminn tion. but 1101 onr .~<I 111rl fl" .~l111ulanl.~ 1slubli.~/11 d f1Jr 1/11 !J' 11111111. 

ll11 .\pr·il l . Hl:i:t th1• .l 1rn l'll ilultlisl'~ .\'111·s ran n 1hinl artil'l e on 11w..,1· 
-.tam fl'· I I 1·m·1·n•d 1 hrt-1' pa!?('" and -.onw of t hl• 11111-..\ n •ll•\·ant pal'h nrt• l'l' (IPUt1•d 
a-. l'oll1rn' : 

T he Problem 

" ( \ •1·tain p1·01·edt1rl'" a rc l't'quin•d b.'· tlw -;tud<'nt in J)hil ah·li1· 1·1•,..1•a1·1·h . 
. \ thl'or,\· mthl be l'-,tuhl i..,hed and t lu.•n put lo till' ll'"' with us 111<1n.'· C'Opi1•-; of 
t lw -;t11111p 11-; <'lln b1• "l'<·nrrd. .\ tlw111·.'· h•-;trd b.' 11111,,· a l'P\\ 1·opies i=- not pl'll\'t' ll . 
:\I nn_,. 1·opie•-. 111·1• nN•di>d inc·lndin~ mint. f'Htll'<' llt•cl nrul 1·0,·e1·-,. En•r .'· -;inich· 
1'111'.' 111 ll'il ri I i 111 u t hi' I ht'OI',\' , I r Oil(' ('UP.' elm·... 11ut. t lw 11 II II('\\. n 1111•n1h•d 
1h1•ury mu..,t lw l's1ablh,lwd whic·h i.., 1h<'n t1•..,h•d in 11 -..imil111· n11111nl' I'. .\ thl.•m·y 
1·1111 only bl•1·01111• a l'01l<' lusio11 whPn it is pr111•111 by 11 .rnl[iri1111 11111r11111I 11[ 11111 -

l1 riul witlw11I 0111 1.r1'1plio11. 
·· 111 ol'dl' I' to tlo thi-; with till' ( 'iliC'ia air mail.... in 0111· pn·,·iuu" art ii·lt•.., w1• 

<tppNilt'd for 1·11pi1•.., to l;'xaminP nnd ... tud.' . 111 0111· opinion. the l'l''ip011"l' wa.., 
1•x1·t'ptio11all.'· lan.\'I'. .\ c·e·or<ling- to till' 1·1111111 mad(•. w1· h:l\l' rl'1·ein•d till' follm\ ­
inu: ( ' ilic·ia Sc·ott ('!-~. Sanuhria Xu .... I -~ : 

Tot 11 I 

21) Ull U-;l•d Sl'h 
1-1- use•d "l'h 
H u""d -..i•h 1111 pit•c·t•.., 111 1·11n•1· 

l'O\'l'I'' 

" Sm111· of t ht' tlworip-. set up a blllll t ht>-.t' -.111 m fl' \\'l' l'l' : I. Thf' lw-.t a 11 t hor­
i t il•I\ )o.houlil lw 1lw old- t inw aero-phila1t•li<' ... t11de11h. t''ipN·iall.' lhosc> in Frun1·1• 
who Wt'l'l' f'nmiliar with thr i=-.s111• 1'1·0111 tlrt' \ ' l'I',\ lw!!i1111 in~ i11 IH211. 

" :l . . \ n,,· 11uthority 1111 the ( 'ili1·ia ui 1· mnil-; -;hould IHl\'t• 1·1•c·o1'ClC'd ... unwthin~ 
11 h1111t tlw st11111p" ur had -<olllt' R1·1'rr1•1w1· ( '11ll1•1· tion \\ ilh stump-. und photoi.rn1ph-.. 

";{. l'-<t•d l'opil'.., should lw ill !.!Teat1·1· ... uppl,,· than 111111st'd hl•1-;111s1• Ill<' 
-.t11111p-; \\l'l'I' llUI Oil ... al1• af tire pu-;t uffin• \\ind1rn·.._ but uni~· al'fix1•tl 111 llW ll1 ttl'I' 
hy thl' po..,llll l' ll' l'k afll'I' pa ,,·mt•nt of tlll' po-..tll!!l' l'lllP. similal' lo S,nia S1•11ll 
1' 1-li ur C'hil(• ( ' J-:-1. 

" -I- . 'l'hl' pl'Opl'l' <«111t·ellalion duh•, mti...t lw .Jul.' lli-2!1. IH:W wlwn t lw nnl .' 
k1111\\ II TWO l'li~hh took ph11·t• . 

.. :i. Tht• un•rprint b1·in!! a /11111dsl1111111. 1101 t,\·p1•-s1•t. mu-;t 1·011 fo1·m in !!t'll · 
t•ral tu otlu.•r hand,tump-;, e-;pP<'iall~· 1'(111tt•mp11r11r.' 011<.'-.. u-;t•d in uthl· r .\l iddlt• 
l·;;r..,tc•rn 1·011111 rit•-.. 

Testing T he T heor) 

· · 111 P art I uf thl'St• arti1·lc-.. 1/1/'t( d1ff1,., 111 l!fl'" or ha11tl-;t11mp,.. \\'(' l'P il ­
lu-.11·att'<I. l'Ht·h 1·1111..,idPr1·d and -,old b.'' rep111abll' dc•11h·1· ... he'l'l' a nd ah1·oad a-.. gc•11-
11i1w. Tho.,1• who -.old ultl' typ1• 11-. i.r1•n11i1w lwlil'\"l•cl thc• othPI' two 1·011ntc•rl't•ih. 

Establis hme nt Of The S ta ndard 

... \ -. 1'111' tht• 111atp1·ial rxa minr d so far, 11 111 0111 h11 .~ 1111 I t/11 .~1tt11dunl slw11·11 . 
I '-;inl! n f'ul' tllt'I' l(•s t ul' linl.'s whic· h is 'ho\\ 11 11~;ri11. nil 1·11pi('" .Sl'l' ll so f11 1· in I hi-; 
l'111111t r ,v tall.'· with the t' fllllll11'[<if . 

.. Bui it i-.. ht>Jil',·ed that thl'l'l' mu't lw ui 11111111 <'opit'-; in this l'OUlllr.' :11·-
1·11nlin~ 10 tlw 11h0\ e -;tc1nda1·d.., b(' t«IUW photo-; 1111\·1· hl•1•11 found in HUC'lion sal1• 
1·atalo1-..., of pu-.t .'·1•11r,.. whit·h c·l1•u1·ly ' l11rn a hantbtamp sel•min2 to tally in all 
n•..,p('c·h to that -.hmnr in Fig. :~ . \Yt• frt•I 1'1mfident thnt WP -;lrnll hnn • tlw 
opport nnit .' tn ... twl.' -.uc·h <'opie-. in the• futu1·1• tn l'llllfirm nm· thi>or~· \\ith :11·tu11l 
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mat<'1·i11l. WlrC'n that tilllt> Hl'l'i''<'". :rll who t·o11trihute1l to tlrii-. stu1ly 1·an sh111·1• 
1111' sati..,f111·tio11 tlrnt t'Ollll'' with tht> l'l''Ult'i r1·or1111n i111p111·tant philatelil' l'<'"t'ar1·h 
a;; thk .\ loll!r--.tandi11g- 1·untrnw1-s~ will lun·l' hel'n "ettled. ·· 

The Hunt For Genuine Continued 

.\ t'l'l!Ulat· t·ot·t·l'"JlollllC'tH·C' abl'Oad. ""pcriull~· to Fl'r1wh philatl'lit· "tud1•11h. 
was m11intuinr1l l'o1· th1·1•1• ~·r1.11·s nl'tl't' the Hl:i:3 artit•ll' npp1•arC'1l. lni'ol'm11tio11 
ret·ci\'C'd ft·om abroad stt·e ·iwd two mattcl's. 1-'il'sl. tlw l''rC'twh stump l'XJ>l'l't" 
frlt i-.tll'<' that the,,· tould pa.·s upon l!t•nuine ( 'ilit·in ait· mail 'ii amps. Two, tlw 
i.tnndat·cl-. that wt• publislwd iu l !l:-11. 19:-i:Z and Hl:i:3 " 'l'l'<.' 1·01·1·1·<·1. and that all 
uf till' Sl' tS b1•in1-t sold Ut UUdiOll ill .\ mrril0 il. itlt'luding thost• or th1• lt•ading :\t•\\ 
York de11h•1·s. w1•1·e t lw 1·unntcl'ft•it'i. 

~ l o..;t d isa ppoi11 t ini,!. huwl'\"t•1·. wns that not 0111• p1·1·so11 wit It whom w1· \\'l'rt• 
1·ut'l'l'""flot11li111t in Pr1111t·t' <·ould pl'Oduc·e a gp11uine stamp for ou t· stud.'· 11 11d 
l'('('Ol'd.... Om· c·an h11n· a ,.,.,.,,. 1-!0(l(I i1leu or II !!l' llttinr O\'l'l'Jll'int. but without 
al'l\11111~· "l't•ing it. th1• prnbll'lll or c•xpe1·tizingo l'l'lllilins . 

. \l..;c) t ilt' "<.'l'\' it·t•..; uf a lllt>lllh<.'1' ol' \ERO Pllll .. \n:t.tsT,...· \\'HS "llllg'ht whrll \\'1• 
heard that he• wus tra\'Pl linl! to Eu1·ope and u d-.it to Pnl'i .... Fr11111·1• wu" i1wl11rlt•1l. 
\\"r would outli11l' to him t lrt• C'ilit·ia ui1· ma il prnhlPm. i:rin• t lw 111rnH' or F 1·t•11!'lr 
philatt•lists to 1·ont;1<·t 1111d pu1·tit·nlal'I~· to t1·~· to ~l'l tlr1• 1111111 of on<' stamp 1·011-
-.idc•t'<'<l ~<·nuine O\'l't' I ht•l'i'. ~011ll' ol' 11u1· good 1111'111lw1·s took t lw 1 inw in l'a ri" 
tu du this hut tlw n11 ... w1•1· "'""al""''' the "<lllll'. Tht'' wt•t'l' told : · ·Tlw 'l't i.., 
\'t•t·.'·· n1·~· 1·a1·r. I tlo not Jlll"-"l'"' a 

0

1{1·1111i1w "l'I 11t Jll'l'~e11t. Tell ) Ir . <:ooclkind 
t hnt 11~ ..;onn ii" l '"' ' 0111'. I ,:lrnll c·mwtc·t him ... 

FIPE X (1956) In ew York 

Th1•1·1• W<'l'l' .,,, ,·1·r11I 11i1· mail 1·11lll'l'lio11s r1·0111 F1·111w<' l'xhibill•d in th l' :\1•w 

We are philatelic auctioneers 
and specialize 
in providing 
a competitive market 
for stamp collections 
and other philatelic properties 

Over 30 years experience 
assures the maximum 
in results 

Your inquiry 1s welcome 

IRWIN HEIMAN 
INC. 

Serving American Phllately Since 1926 

2 WEST '46th ST REET 

ROOM 708 £ 
NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

T el.1 J U 2-2393 
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York ('it~· ('oliM•um at FIPEX i11 tH:-1() .• \ .., Olll' of tht> jud!!l.'S. we hiHl to Nll't'­
full.'· stud~· all tlw rxhibiti'i. But WC' paid parli<·ula1· a1tr11tion to tho:-r exhibit" 
from F-'1·1111<·<' looking fol' the ('ilic·ia ail' mails. 

Onr ent 1·,· from a Frenrh c·ollN·tor had a s('t of ('ilic•ia (' 1-2 that "l'l.'rnt•d 
to l111H thc• c:hara1·1t•ri~tic·" of the g"('llt1i11<• 11\·e1·p1·i11t. .\ l'l!'I' tlw judJ?ill!? hud 
lwt•11 c·omplc•tl•tl. wr nwntioned this ('ilic·ia -;rt to •w\·r1·al Anwric·an "tam p 1•x1w1·t-.. 
"ti<' h us ) 11'. 1 lerbl•rt .J. Bloch, u nd slll!l-\'<'Skd t hn t t Ill'~· 1,x11 mine it a 11d n•po1·t 
tlwi1· opi11io11 .. \ II H).!l'c•ed th11t thi'> one• '>et in tlw t•xhibit from i"ra111·t• app1•a 1·l•d 
tn lwq• tht• µ"1•nuine o,·,.1·prints. 

Tiil' l•'n•1wh ex hihi ro1· did not pe1·so11all~· c·ome hrn• to I·' I PE X. Thl'rl'l'on•. 
the• F1·p111·h ( 'ommission<.'I' was t·ont11c·t rd nnd n•qupsl\•cl In 1·pla~- 11 mt''>Sll).!P 111 
the• O\\' lll'I' or this !!l'llllill(' s('t or l'ilit·ia ail' 11111ils upon hi-; l'l'tlll'll to P1·a111·t'. 
\\'r 11sk1•d if this exhibitor would bt• so kind as to s1•11d 11~ h(•t'P t lw s1<1111p~ 1'01· 
a "hm·t i11s1wc·tio11 and that the~· would b1• returm'd to Fra11c·r in ).!Oocl ordl'r 
with all t·u"t" paid . Thr l '0111missionr1· promist•d to do thi:-. "·l. WPl'c> hopeful 
1'111· -.w·c·c• ·,, bl•<·ausr t lw exhibitor should hn,·e hc•t•n in 11 ret·t>pti,·r franw of mind . 
ha,·in!! won a l·' l PEX ,!!old meilnl with hi" 11i1· mail l'Xhihit. 

Disappointments Continue 

.\ .'"l'UI' \H' llt b~· with 110 word from l•'rant·l•. so in tlw l·'all of 1!1:->7 w1• \Hott• 
to the F'1·t•1wh t'ommi:sioner to F IPEX n•mi11clin;.r him ahout thl' ('ili«ia ai1· 
nwil,,. :\o rl'pl~- wih l'('1·ein•d to thi' lt•tt1·1-. 

l·'inulh·. in :\111 ,· IH:l< a lettl·t· arriwd h1•t't;> 1'1·0111 the Fn•1wh ( 'ommi:simw1· 
aclvisinf,'.!' ti111t this 

0

l·' IPEX µ-old nwdal N1llrt"lion hu1l bl•en '>old prirntl'I ,,- in 
F1·anc-e. Tlw 1ww ownl'I' was a \0 t•1·,· "<'c-t·etin· mun. '>O that it woulcl ht' out or 
1111.• qtw ... tion to approa(·h him for 11;1 in,,pel'lion or tlw ('ili1·ia ai1· stamp:-.. 

:\othin).! 11·a11'>pi1·ecl on thi.-. probl1•111 n11til tlw ~ummrr of l!l!lO. \\"1• had 
p l11 1rn1'd to 11t1t•11d t lw l!)(iO Lo11do11 ln t1•1·1111tinnal Stump Show 1111d k1ww that 
wt• would 111l•et sonw of thr British air mail drulprs, who had b1•c11 in 1hr "talllp 
husim·s." fo r· many yea1·s, and mi:rht bt• in 11 position In lwlp 011 this ('ilic-i11 
p1·ohlem. .\ lso we m ig-ht mret som1• pit i lat rl ist~ f1·om l·'ra lll'l'. 

Thi" di1l hup1w1t. \\ p spokl' at le11/!th with thl' wt>ll-known H1·itish ai1· mail 
dl•11l1•1·:-. and also met two frolll Fr11111·1'. ,\ l-;o w1• "IWkl' to )It'. ( ·~-ril 1 larnu•r 
11t' II. R. ll a1·m1•1-. Ltd . knowin).! that hi.' auc·tio11 hous1• had sold sonw of tlw 
fitll''>t 11i1· muil 1·11lle<-1io1i-. and mi!!ht 1111\'1• "onw lwlpl'ul 1·el'1•1·c>111·p mate1·ial. 

Tlw probl1·m tm·1H~d out to h1· tlw snnw in E11i.rland as it was in tht• l "n il<•cl 
State.... Tlw C'ili<-ia air mail" of l!l:W W<.'l'l' t>X<·t•c•din:rl~- 1'111'<'- l'rohahl.'· nut otll' 
0111 of HIO 'il'h w;h !!t'lllli1w. .\ " ~Ir. l"ra111·i' .J . Fi1•hl ..;aicl: ·· It is important 
that thi' mutll' I' bl· -.,uh·cd. I kno\\ tlwt I han• ~old ('ilic·ia air mail-; that Wl'l'i' 
i11 c·111l1•c-tiuns i'u1· m11ny ~-<'<ll~ and thnt I 1·on"id<'t'1•d :.rr1111i111•. P1•ople in .\nwri1·11 
I hou:.rht tlwm l'or;.rerie:-. whill' 1l\"r1· ht>l'l' w1• do not look fan1rnhl~- on mo"' all 
ot' tht• "<'Is "old in till' Stutrs. ·· 

\\' l• 1·1·tu1·1a•d ho111t• t'1·om London. E11;.rli111d di~1ppointt>cl nut to han• lrn·a1Pd 
11111• J!l'lllli1H• ('ili1·ia air mail '>lamp. 

Paris, France In 1961 

ll i,!!h hopl''i for SU<"l'l'~" \\'l'l't• until'ipah•d du1·i11~ 0111· Yisit tu l'ari ... 111"11•1· th1· 
<TH IOS.\ Pxh ibition in 1lolland had 1· losl•d in H)()I. Being- on \"lll'ation in 
Puri~. \\"l' wo11ld ha\'e tinw l'or philatel:r . 

l "pon our arrinil in ParL'>. t lw wt>ll-k11own air muil dl'ull•r. ~fr . I le111·i 
T1·a<·htrnb1•q!. Wl' l<-oml'd us and most :.rn11·iousl_,. pl111·rd hi'> Sl' l'\"il'l's at 0111· di-.,­
pos11l. Du1·in/! 0111· '\t11~- in Paris. 1wa rly i'\'l'r~· Hfl!'l'lloon ~11· . Tnwhtenbl' I').!. 
<''>l"O l'll'd m. to man~- stamp llealt•rs ' ol'fic·e-. tll" stores. whc•t·e ('ilil·ia air mail 
-.,1u111p~ wpre 'iOUl-\"hl. :'\ot onr s1•t wai- Sl'<'ll ! En•1·~· Parisian said whut wu-.. 
ht'a rd tinw and a!!ain in p1·eYicm." .'·pu1·-.. i. (•.: .. thl• '\lump..: ar1• c>xt·e<'dinj!'I _,. 1·an•. 
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Fig. 2. A clear example of the customary type of ove rprint seen on co pies in the United States, 
many with signatures o f leading dealers. But this type of ove rprint has turned out to be counterfeit. 

Onl~· a few g"enuirw s<•ls exist. all in pr·irntt• <·o llE'<·ticm!>. ·· 
.\ttempts were mndc to <·onta<·t two of the <·oll<'t lor!>. who. wt> werl' told. 

owned the C' ilitin air mnils <·crtiri t•d as :renuine b~· th<' top l·'1·e11<·h expt>rt ,;. 
Both wcrl' U \rn~· 011 nwat ion u -; wa,; tlw leading authority. \\'(' le ft Pari,; in 
September 191l l. wo11dt•ri111! if we would 1•,·e1· ha n• tht.• t·h11 11N' to cxamitw 11 11<1 

i·losc l~· s t ud~· 11 gt>1 1ui1w on>rp1·int 011 the 1920 ('ilic·ia uir mail !>tamps. 

Fig. l . One of the g e nuine overprints a s studied and analyzed in 1961 . 

S uccess After ZS Years Of Searching 

.0.lTi,·i ng but·k in :\cw York. it wa-; 11c\·c1· anti<·iputt•d that in about 11 week. 
Wt· would b1• 11blt• to stud~· tlw !!Cnuim• owrprin t. ending a ,;('a rr h that began 
in 1937 . 
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)[r. llerb1·rl .J. Blo<•h of th1• ~lcn·tll".'. Stamp C'o .. :\e" York phonetl to 
tell us thut he hu<l been sent a set or C'ilicia ('1-2 to expe1·tizc and 11fter <·a r rl'ul 
l'Xumination hr bel ieved the stamps to br l{Pnuint>. .\ t 011<·1•. W<' dropprd l' '"l'l"."· 
thing to visit )[1·. BloC'h in his ol'fil'<'. 

When we al"l"i\"cd. he had h<'fo1·1• him 11 uumbrr or pre,·ious arti<·le~ and 
man~· r!'fere1wr photo!!raphs. settin1t forth the t ha1·a<·te1·istics or both thi: g!'nui1w 
and the <·oun lerfeit on•rprint. .\ long with his n' l°l'l'<'IH"e nrntcrial. ::\Ir. Alcll'h 
ha n<lcd Us a :-et or ('ii ic·ia ~a llU bri11 :tt I a ncl 2. 

l° ·ing the past publi ll<'<l tests for H gen uine OH•l"J>l'int. the Ollt'S Ul'fol'(' 

u · pa.·sc<l e,·e1·~· test. .\ t last. the genuine stamps had been seen to be retor<ll•d ~ 
.\s this i1<·count is closed. the most appropriate wuy to do it will be b~· 

quotincr ·ub luntially whut ~I r. Bloc·h told us : ·· You !IN' in philatel~-. ~·ou must 
llt' pi.ltient. You cun neve1· trll when the mi.ltt'riul to solw 11 problrm that 
t• xisted fo1· mun~· . muny .' ·ea1·s will s how up. You and I workr<l fo1· ncurl~· 
twent~· ~-N11·s on this l'ilicia air mail mix-up. .\ l'tuallr it ~ocs bU<•k fort~'-on<' 
.'·ca rs. bel'au-;r the~· sta1·te<l aqniin!! about ('ilicia air mail stamps almost from 
the time the,· WCI'<' issued in 1920. ·· 

.\ lthoug·h we hn,·e 1·ecei\"rd 1•no1·mous satis(a(' tion from the re,,ult:- of our 
long \\Titings and ~c·111·th on ('ilitia thut finall~· was suc(•essfully 1·esoh·etl. it 
must be admitt ed that this suctes." p1·obnbl~· would not l111w resulted wen' it 
not for the philateli1· 1H·t1m<'n. int c1·cst , r('ferent<' 1·(.'(·ords and <·oope1·ation or 
::\ Ir. He1·b rt .J. Bloc h. ( /I . JI. (; .) 

In case of change of address, please notify Secretary, Aero Philateli&u 
22 East 35 Street, New York 16, N . Y. 

E1·rors, Varieties and A frniails 
For JO yurs we have been speci•li1ing in e ll unusua l items: Errors, Varieties, etc., 
regardle s. u lo whether they are or • re not listed. 

Now we hoe on he nd a very larg e selection of Airmeils U. P. U., U. N., Inverted 
Centers, Sports, Topic•ls, Miniature Sheets, De Luxe Sh11ts, Proofs, Die Proofs, 
Rol• ry, etc., etc, 

We have oddit ies and unusual items from many d ifferent countries as:­
/\lbonio /\byn inio, Belgium, Brazil, Canory Islands, Colombio, 
Congo. Croolio, Cuchoslovo~io, Donzig, Ecuodor, Epirus, Fer East, 
Fronce & Colonies Greece Georgie Honduros, Iceland, Ifni, Iron, 
Ita ly & Colonies lervie, Liberia Lithuonie, Monaco, Nico rogue, 
Poroguoy Polond Romonio Runio Soor, Solvodor Scedlo , Spain 
& Colonies Tongier Tonne Touvo Uruguay, Venezuelo. 

lrc 1fill gladly mal.-c up special offers or selcclia11s on approt:al. 

PIHse write countries, price range and specialties. (Usual 
references, please ). 

W e are also always buyers of similar mate ria l. 

S. SEREBRAKIAN, Inc. 
P. 0 . Box 448 Monroe, N . Y. 



AEROPHILA 1963 
53 Exhibits From The United States & Great Britain 

BRUSSELS IX 

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION 

The eoming intcrnutional ui1· mail t>xhibition to bclJ in Bru&;cls. Bclf!'ium 
rrom • 'cptcmber J to 10t h ·hould tu1·11 out to be the st1·ongest one staged in 
8 u1·ope since the end of Wol'l<l \\" ur J l. Th<' fllct<i fo1· this slll tement u r<' 
bu ·ed on the exceptionall~· fine combined entries l'ro111 the l"nited States um! 
Urea! Britain. There will be =->3 from thes<' two countries a lone. 

The British Commi ·sione1" )Jr . . John W. Field . sent us thl' list or th1• 
twenty-seven exhibits fr·om Britain . [n the lu~t two Europea n exhibitions. 
the maxim um number wns six. If ere a1·e thl' B1·i tish ent1·ies : 

Story Of A v1at1on by Mrs. C. M. Gray 
Story Of Flight by Mrs. M. Scott Morris 
Air Mails by Mrs. M. I. Watson 
Aerial Propaganda Leaflets by R. G. Auckland 

Make the wisest move 

when selling your collection - dial our number, 212 
JUdson 2-0164, and let us tell you what we can do for 
you. We can help you get the best possible price. 

As a long-established auction firm with international 
connections and top standing, we can offer you every 
service. For instance, an interest-free advance up to 60% 
of our appraisal. 

We will be glad to advise you, without charge, on 
any aspect of your selling problem. Write or call us today. 

HARMER ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
11111 rnotio11al .4 uctionccr11 of F111r lamps 

560 Fifth Avenue (at 46th St.) , New York 36, N . Y . 

. I l'rn l' l1il11ltl111I . I 111111/,, 



Air Posts by C. M. Baker 
British European Airways by B. E. A. 
P1011ur Air Mails by R. E. R. Dalw1ck 
Tra1u-Panf1c Air Mail by Alan Goodfello\\ 
L1b1a by Peter H . Hardman 
Papua & ew G111nea by W. C. Huscon 
Dan<1g by D. W. Langley 
Belgmm & Belgian Congo by Peter Minnekeer 
Sarawak by Garrett O'Brien 
Famous Long-Diuance Flights by Anthony Okin 
Aerograms by R. G. Parsons 
Lat1•1a by 0 . Pilants 
China by Stuart A. Roberrson 
Dropped Leaflets by P. H . Robbs 
British Inland Air Mail by H. Eric Scott 
Crash Covers by C. H . Smith 
Famous Flights by G. L. Solomon 
Early Europe & Scand111av1a by Alan J. Scott 
Colombia by J . Swales 
Sarawak by C. M. C. Symes 
Arr Marls by Max Weldon 
Arr Post by W. Colling White 
Scottish Air Mail by J. Wotherspoon 

Fr·om lhl· l "nitt'd ~talcs thl't"t• ill'(.' IWl'llt~· -:-i;... 1•11tril•;. ( two ill'C' s,,1.p,,,._ 
('0111 pt Iii ion ) ns follows: 

Honduras by Irving I. Green, Newton, Mass. 
Canary ls/ands by Herberr Bernstein, Vineland, N. J. 
Latin America and Graf Zeppelins by Bernard Fink, W. Hempstead, N. Y. 
Salvador by Sam Rodvien, New York, N. Y. 
Papua by Harry A. Holman, New York, N. Y. 
Gt. Britain 1911 Corona/ion FlightI by Albert Philip Cohen, New York, N. Y. 
Uruguay by Philip Silver, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Semi-Off1crals by Dr. R. H . Shrady, Englewood, N. J. 
Liberia by Raymond N. Young, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Italy's Pegasus by William N. Mead, Philadelphia, Pa. 
India RockelI by John R. Dilworth, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Zeppe/111 Marl by Hans Nothman, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Australia by Frank E. Adams, Haverrown, Pa. 
F. D. Rooseult Air Mail Stamps by Jan Barr, Belle Harbor, N. Y. 
German Pioneer Flighu by Max Gold, New Rochelle, N. Y. 
Vene<uela by Henry Kraemer, New York, N. Y. 
Sports On Air Mail by Ira Seebacher, Roslyn, N. Y. 
U.S. Flights by William Ronson, New York, N . Y. 
Air Stamps On Cover by Stanley R. Rice, Greenwich, Conn. 

ether/ands & Colonies by Fred Keizer, Brooklyn, N . Y. 
U111ted States by Edward P. Bender, Woodside, N. Y. 
Italy & Colonies by Louis Staub, Jericho, N. Y. 
Proofs, Euays & Artist Sketches by J. ]. Britt, New York, N. Y. 
Graf Zeppe/111 by Mrs. Florence 0 . Brown, New York, N. Y. 

Not For Compet1tio11 
BoliHa, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Guaumala and Mexico - a selecoon of pages from the 

John N. Luff Collection by the Philatelic Foundation, New York, N. Y. 
icaragua by Henry M. Goodkind, New York, N. Y. 

:?ti ./ 11/11. 111; .. 



Br1·11ti-.1• nt' 1lw :.r1·p111 11umhc1· ol" l't'(!lll'"I" 1'1·0111 the 1·;11rnpl11111 C'ontinr11t. 
lasl .\ pl'il 1lw l-:xhihitio11 ('hail'man in Bru,, .. ,,1 .... Bl1 lµfo111. ~I I' . Ilia B1·111mstein. 
1·c•qlll•,...lrd lhal. it' pn-..sihll'. lhl• 1111mlll'J" of t"1·111111•-; fol' lht• l"nilt•d Stair,... ht' ht•ld 
111 11110111 100. Thl· 11<·t11al 11umlw1· t111·111·d nut lo lw 101 rn1mr .... 

1"11d1·1· the 11fol'rmP11tio11l1d c·onditio11-;. ii wa:-. l1•u1·111·d thut -.onw E111·opl'Ull 
r·1•q1w-;t... 111 1•xhibi1 either· had lo bt• J"eftt.,l'd bp1·aus1• tht• exhibits Wl' l'l' nol rnnkl•d 
a-; or suffh·it·ntl~· hi:th c·11lihr·1• fol' it1l1' r"JH1tio11al l'OllflH'litioll. whilt• nth1•r·s had 
tu IHI\"(' 1h1• 1111mbr r· or r..111111•-.. l't'lflll'"h'd 1·ut down . Thi-.. also happrrwd O\' l'I' 

h1•n•. Srnn l'l''lll4'"'" ro .. l'1t l r._,. in .\ E HOP lllL.\ 19<i:3 we1·1· tUl'lll'tl down 
hP1·1111sc• the 1·01l1'1·ti1111s \\"t'l'l' not !.!'orn l e110111.d1 to Ill' !'nlel'ed i1110 inh•r·m1 t io11al 
1·om111'litiu11. ,,·hill· a ft•\\ \" . S. 1•x hibito1"\ Wl'r't' asked lo lak1• a lr--.-;<' I' amount of 
t'ra111t•s. l·'ttl't h('l'lllllrt'. it \\'/IS lll!r'!•t•d last Apl'il that Ill<' 111uxim11111 1111mb1>J' or 
l"ramr.; for· 1111~· .;i11; . .d!' 1•x hihi l would ht' six. .\ t lhr 111.;t two i11trrnatiu11nl 
ait· 11111il shows. some indiddual l'xhibitol':-. fill1·d Hl- 111111n· as 1w1•h·c frnnws . 

. \ II or this 1·1·r·tai11I.'· i11tli<·1ttt':-. till' 1·111·r·1•11t Sfl'('llil h or a1·1·0-phillat1·l~-. 
P1·r·haps olh1•r· sp1•1·i11llirs 11 r·1• rr1·l'i,·i 11 ir 111 111·h mon· noliN• 11 11 d makin:.r a bil?l!t'r· 
"spl11sh. .. Bui wlll'n ii 1·onws 111 i11trrnatiot111l 1•xhibi1ion.;, 110 philat1•li1· spt•· 
1·ially qu11lit~·-wis1· 1·1111 matc·h 111•r·o-phil11t1·l~-. ( JI . .II . <: .) 
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Obituary 
Fred W. Kessler 

Thirt.'" ~·eu1·i. sm·ely is u long t imt• to h11,·l· known sum1•ont•. This wns till' 
1·ase with F. W . Ke. sler. u );ew Yo1·k ('it~· -;tamp denl<'r l'o1· man~· .'"<'Ill''. and 
1 he> !.'di tor of th ii. muguzine. 

··Th!' J!OOcl old days·· - w<'r<• tlw~· reull~· as l!O<>d us tlw ol<ltime1·s nrnkl• 
them out~ Jn respec·t to acro-philntely. the~· wen• ! Thinking butk to the 
.'·cars from ubout 1930 to }9.j.;) i11 01w of the world":.. grea t stump centt>rs. :\l'w 
York C'ity. th<'l'c> we!'(' H number or stamp dealers then spel·ializing in air mail 
slumps. Their ofl'il·Cs on ~ussau Htrt>et 01· uptown on F'il'th .\ nmue wHe just 
like a stump <'lub. WhenC\"CI' one dsit ed the lute :'\il' Sanubri11, Lou C'hul'lat. 
~id Bat'l'C'tt ut the l~ronomist Stamp ('o. or Fred l\cKslet'. lw was sut'l' to ml'<'t 
with othe1· t·ol lec·tor·s 11n<l dealC'rs slrnring 11 1·ommon interest. 

It was hard to break uwu~· . One <·ould endle:sly "'l!o:sip .. . tamps. HP 
IC'111·1H.'d what wni. going 011 - tlw lutPst news about prit<'s. people und stamp". 
W'e look b1u·k upon those ~·ears as the period of our philatelic l'<lu<:ution. 

A 1\e sler uuc·tion sale neve1· <'llU<'d after· tlic 11uctio11c<'r banged l1is gtl\'C'l 
with thr last lot being- sold. \'er~· few left. Tlw 1'1001· bidder-s. hoth !'Ol le(·tors 
nnd deulc>t-s. stu~·ed on holdin:r post-mort e111s over tlrE' sa le. ·· wh~· did you not 
::ro higher fol' that t·oYed You know wlwu that s11tc·ht'I cleuler· l'llises his hund. 
the lot must be> g-ood. · · Somcom• else> would sa~· : ··I t·un 't see wh~· you went 
so high for that one lot. t::n·r~· d11uh•r hPrP lius that set in sto('k a111l he'll sell 
it to ,·ou for less. · ' 

in time Oil{' leal'lle<l to g-uug-t> the <·01we1·sutiou; to know who spoke with 
uuthority and was worth listening- to. or othe1·s who enjo~·ed soundinir orr. 

Fl'e<l Kessler's Fifth An'nut' oft'irt• \ntS an air muil Fitamp henclquarters. 
All one needed to be w<'l<'ome wus an intere>st in uir mails. You would mC'et 
c·ollerto1· from 'uba. l';outh Amr1·i1·1t, Europe, the Philippine . from nt'nt·I~· 
p,·e1·y pal't of the world. 

Yes. the irood ol<l du,,·s in 111•1·0-phih1tely are gone. Pe1·l111ps the pnwti<:e 
of .. no work .. on . 'a t urtla~·" 1·a usNI th is <·ha nire. Sat u r<lay a t't ernoons. ex<:rpt 
in .July and August. were stump !'Ollel't iu!! times. One would meet with 1.1 few 
other c·ollertors for lmwh (,,·ou worked until I p. m. Saturda,,·s ) and then tak1• 
off for ca lls 011 1h<' dea lr1·s. You Yic•wt'<I lots in a t·oming 11ul'tion sale. pic·ked 
up ~·our new i sues 01· pc•t·hups bou::rht some air· mail st11mps. But more• timl' 
wa.· spent ~o siping. ' l'h<' magi<- words Wl're ·• \\'hat's new~ .. and the 1·01H"<'l'­
sn t ion began to 1·011. 

Fred l\<'SSl<'r pus.1;rd awa~· at the 11ge or 59 in )Lu~· Hlfi3. It was in hi:o. 
uffic·e that w1• met nnd l!Ot to know his c·lrnm1inl! wil'r . ..\lic·iu. Betwren he1· 
and :\il' . '11nahri11. ~·ou we>nt on a South .\meric·an 1·1·uise, visitinl! tlwir respe<" 
ti,·e nutiYc c·ountril's. ( 'olombia und \' t•nczuela. 1t Reems ui. onh· wsterfla ,· that 
"'little C'hit·o"' Kessle1· was born. 'I'he ~·oung man C't1ters l'Oll<'~<'· this fail. 

The written wol'(I lh·es. FrNl Krssler has left Ul'l'O·philatc>ly his t•x<·ellent 
books on C'olombiu ui1· mail stumps. his Aerop;ram l'lltalol!lle und his u11rtion 
"ale cata log-ues. 'l'he,v will br remembered 1'01· a , lonJ,t as nir nrnil stamps arl' 
<·ollec·ted . ( II . . 11 . U .) 

Annual Convention and Exhibition 

November 1-3, 1963 with SOJEX, Atlantic City, N. J . 

:! J11/y, 1969 



IT NEVER FLEW ... 

but news of it realizing a record 

$41 ,000.00 

travelled round the world faster than any jet. 

H. R. HARMER, Inc. 

of New York 



now ready! 

1963 

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., INC. 

521 Fifth A venue 

New York 17, N. Y. 


