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POLISH MARYYROLOGY CAMPS 
By Dr. Rayal de ;Ragan, Kowary, Poland 

'rh e moTuth of Apr,il is ilevoted as the 
month •o·f ITute:rna,tional Resistance 
ag-ai,nst the terrible N.azi yoke. 

On Arpril 2nd, 1962, Po 1 and had 
iis,sue cl a commemo,rrutive set of t'hree 
sitamps rus Memorwals of t he three 
la1,gest Goncentmt<ion Gamrps : Oswi~c,.im, 
(german Au,schrwiitz), Majdanek and 
'l' r-0tb1i,nka. The set con,sists of th e -, a­
lu es : 40 g:r. , 60 gr. , and 1.50 zl:. 'l'he 
stamps were vrinted ,by rotary :recess 
on wateronarked p,aper in sheets of 80 

-st amps of the 40 gr. and 1.50 zl. an d 
60 stamps t•o a sheet of the 60 gr. value 
desi.gne,d by Severyn J a,sinski, engra­
vi ngs : 40 gr. by J . Miller, 60 gr. by 
E. Kon ecki. Th e size of the s1tamps: 
40 gr. and 1.50 zl. - 24 x 36 mm. and 
th_e 60 gr. - 48 x 24 mm. The s-tamp 
of the 40 groszy revresernts the famou s 
poster by T. 'freptowsk1i for t he fil m 
"'Dhe Last Sta.ge" devoted t:i t he OJ­
w,i~cim Co ncentration Cam,p, the lar<gest 
of 21l Nazi. Ooncent-ra.ti•on Camps. Jn 
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the period of iJts effr0iency i.e. from 
Jl,fay 1940 to .January 1945, over 405,000 
registered prismiers pa,ssed thruuigh the 
cam,p, coming from all countries occu­
pied by the Gevmarns in Eurnpe. About 
3'50,000 of them were murdered in the 
ca,mp by the N,azis and burned in t'he 
cremaitmrie,s. Beside,s the regis,terecl pri­
sone11s, over two mil1ron .Je,ws brought 
to Oswi\)cim f11om a.II Euro,pean coun­
tries found their death in the gas cham­
bers. They were taken there directly 
from the Rai1way wagons. 

The 60 gro,szy va,lue feakures the 
frornt of the Concentration Oamp in 
LubJ,in, M,ajdanek, near Lublin. 'l'he 
Oamp was established in the autumn of 
1941. Lt was de:s'tincd for P,o]es and 
.Jews only. From over 300,000 regfrsttered 
prisoners at least 160,000 found their 
death in the gas r,ooms. Besides this 
anrournt, about 200,000 .J,ew,s were exter­
minated in this camp. The Camp of 
M,ajdanek was J,iberalted by the Red 
A111ny on .Ju,ly 22, 1944. 

The sita,mp of 1.50 zl. value shows 
the Memm1ial, which wiiH be er,ected 
this yea,r in Tveblinka. T1ho.s concentra­
tion c,amp, cal,led S,onderlager Trebl,inlrn, 
was estahlishe,d in the middl,e of 1942 
near ·warnmw, bertiween Siedlce and Mal­
•kini.a. Ma.jdanek was a typical extermi­
nation camp, where nearly the whole 
popu'lat'i'on of the ·warsaw Ghetto as 
well as many rnther .Jews from all "Li­
·berat,ed by Nazis" countries lost their 
lives. To the time of it:s liquida,tion in 
1943, during the 14 months of efficiency 
of this camp, over 750,000 were killed 
and muvdered by the 'T,eutonic Knights' 
under the banner of "SS" or Swasbika. 
One of the Teuiton<ic he1,oes, who visHed 
this 0a,mp in the winter ,of 1942 was 
General Adolf Heusiinger, the active 
Chief-of-.Staff of Nato Army. 

The ter,rible Nazi yoke was de,pic­
ted by numer,ous post,age stamps of all 
countr,ies o.f E,urope. The memorual:s of 
concentr,ation camps in Germany -
Bucheruwald, Ravensbruck, Sachsenhau­
sen, were depicted on stamps of the 
German Democratfo RepU1blic - Sco.tt', 
Nos. B281, B3il, B32, B43 and B54. N11-
merou1s V1i0ti:ms a.re comme,moratted 'J,ll 

stamps: B33, B40, B49 - 53, B55 - 57; 
France: 826 -830, 879 - 882, 915 - 919, 
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959 - 963, e;tc. In 1947 Pol,and is,sued 
a stamp - Sco,t1t's No. B45, t,o hono,r 
the vr0tiims in the concerntration camp 
Miajdanek and in 1948 - a stamp -
Scott',s No. 418, t,o 0ommer,omte the .J e­
wiish Up1,is•ing in the Wa1•saw Ghetto. 
'l'he passwor,d of IruteTnaltional Ressis­
tance agains,t Nazis manifests: NO 
MORE WARS, NO MORE GERMAN 
OOCUP A TION1S ! 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
May 11, 1962 - Meeting 

Members' Bourne. Please bring some­
thing to sell and please be prepared to 
buy. Our last members' bourse on April 
11, was a -great success. Au au0tion an' 
everythin-g. 

May 25, 1962 - Meeting 
Member Zbigniew Rycaj will have as 

his to,pic "\V,oldenburg" and will show 
his collection . This should be especially 
interesting ,as Mr. Rycaj spent a num­
·ber of year3 in ,this camrp and will speak 
from ,his pernonaI exrperi,ences and will 
:teII the story behind the s,tory of Wol­
•clen burg. A Beeb a will follow. 

June 8, 1962 - Meeting 
Ano<t.her Member's Bourse. Bring your 

duplicate,s ,o.f your really good material. 
Share your philatelic -g,ood fortune with 
the members. Only this way can we J1el,p 
each other. Plea,se brin-g something to 
sell or 1please come ,prepared to buy. 

June 22, 1962 - Meeting 
Dr. Matthew E. Uznanski will be om 

s,}eaker and 'his ,toipic - "Stamps of 
Upper Silesia". The Doctor is noted for 
the s,tamps of Poli,sh Plebescite Terri­
tories. He exhibited these stamps at 
Poland's Poznan F,air Exhibition last 
fall and won the Grand Award at this 
ghorw. 

NEW MEMBERS 
Mrs. Josephine Pianka 

4450 Paul Street 
Phi,Ia-delphia 24, Pa, 

Lengin L. Butewicz 
20 Anderson Street 

South River, New .Jersey 
Matthew .J. Dembinski 

17 Charles Street 
South River, New .Jersey 

Edward Yanek 
P. 0. Box 474 

Jamesburg, New .Jersey 
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THE LITHOGRAPHED OVE'RPRINTS 
OF THE KRAKOW STAMPS 

By John Gapinski 
Reprinted from STAMPS Magazi ne 

A OONlS,IDERABLE paut of the Aus­
tro.an .sita,mps overprinted "POLSKA 
POOZTA", known as ,the Kmkow issue, 
has been ,ove11prin•t,icl by the lithograph 
process ancl classif,ied by P mfessor Mik­
stein as Type III, IV A, IVE ancl IVC. 

AilthoUJgh the typo,graphecl st8/llll])s c•o­
ve1· the greaiter pai,t of tJirus i ssue, ,they 
are more iruteresting to t he speciali,ze,d 
collector, due t•o the faclt tha,t a grnat 
a.moun,t of research has bee·n c:Lone by 
P1,of. Mikst ein, ,ancl was folloiwed up by 
many o,ther c,0He0tor,s and groups and 
es.pec!ially by t he Pol<onms Philaite1ic So­
ciety, some of whose melllbe11s possess 
the complete varieties of this issue. 

The t,Y1pogra,ph ecl sit,amps, clue 1t10 the 
mrn1tiltude of pr~ruting v,ar.ie:tiies, de.f.ects, 
rwd meithod of se<ttin,g up the pfa-tes • 
for pri 11Jtin,g, can now be ea,s1ly eXJper­
t,ized arucl ,plac,ed in their respective 
fields in the stamp sheet. 

It is rno,t so wruth th e lithogr,a,phs. 
Th ose ovenprirut,s, pre.pared by a plwt o­
gra.ph~c-chemical pnocess, do no·; show 
such a g1,eat via11ie,ty ancl cannort be 
p,lwted like the t:ppographs, brnt t his 
gr1ou,p CIOntains mm;•t of the rarest ancl 
nmist valuaible stamps of Po.I.and. 

The t hird basic form .which was usecl 
for the over,pninrtlilllg of t he Krakow 
stam,ps was mad.e in the Lilthographic 
Inrs,t,iit:rnto of Zielinski in Krakow. This 
J,i,thog,r:llph :fomi, k,no1wn a s 'r ype III, 
ma,s rn:llde to ove1,pri11t a whole sheet of 
100 sitamps ancl to charnge t he 80 heller 
val ue to 25 heller (l<wgurn 1). 

Fig. 1 
OnJy the bmwn 80 heller stamps 

:were over-p1,inted wi'th tk:s form. The 
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numrber over.p1•inted w,as 100,000. 

'rhe ove.rp11i11t is C()'ll:uposed of thrne 
lines, t he wo11d "POLSKA", "POCZTA" 
ancl the new value "25". \'J.'he ove11a11 
heighit of the w,ho•le overipninJt is 17 mm. 
The heig,hrt of the le,t<ter,s in the words 
"POLSiK,A" ancl "POOZ'.l'A" is 2.75 mm. 
The "2" irrI t he numemls "25" is 4.75 
mm., and t he "5" is 4.6 mm. hiigh. 

The space between the words "POL­
SKA" and PO CZTA" ilS 1.5 mm., ancl 
be,t,ween "POCZTA" a,nd the "2" of th e 
num·enal1s "2'5" Ls 5 m[ln. 

The distanoe bet ween the loiwe r edge 
of th,i num,ber "25" 0£ one horizontal 
line an cl t he w101·d "POLSKA" ,of the 
nexlt honizon•tal Line i,s 13 mm. In the 
fi11,.1~ an-d se0oncl, ancl a1s,o the sixth 
a :Hl seve111th ve11tiic al 1,orw,s, the length 
of "POLSKA" is 13.25 mm., whale ;n 
a,1.1 the o,t her rows the leng,th i,s 13 mm. 
Fr.om t hi,s we 0an see t1ruat the BASIC 
FORJ\1 III i,s c•omipose·d of a r-:ighlt half 
a nd a led't lm.1f wh~ch aTe exactly alike. 

Under t he leitlters "P" of POLSKA" 
in sit,a,mp pos,iiti,ons 5, 10, 25, 30, 45, 30, 
65, 70, 85, aiul DO are m;ore 01' less 
v~siib1e dJolts. Before th e leitte1• "A" 0f 
"POCZ!llA" in stamp posi,tiion,s 1, 6, 21, 
2{i, 41, 46, GI , 66, 81 an-d 8G are simi­
lar cloits . 

Fmm t h,is we can 0onclude that tho 
'.l'y1pe III form is cmn.po,secl of 10 ten 
r,tam;p bi1oeks of two horiz.o·rutal :iiows of 
fa ve st,mmip.s each. 

The eXJp1a11Ja:t,ion .for this is: F 1·om 
t he f.i.r,st clr.a,w1in g of rthe overpr,irnt for 
one stiamp in the E,trho st,one, ten copies 
were made on sio c,aHed "transfer pa­
per". Tlhe1S'e ten prints were no,w pasted 
it,ogethm· to g,ive_ th e fi1,s1t Mock of ten 
,s,tJa,miJ)S (:trwio horizonlt,al rows of f<ive 
sita,mps each.) This Mock again w,as 
t m nsfe1'l'ed to t he stone and after ch e­
m(ic,a.l treatme,rnt, a,gain ten imprints 
made on tlhe "lt11aoofer paipe,r." These 
,]Jl~o,cks of iten were prusted together, 
tmnsf:erred back tio the sitiorrie, and afte,r 
necemary cihremi<c·al treratm e111t, we1>e 
used t•o prirut tihe 100 st'Mn!PS of Type 
III. 
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WiiJth this fonm 100,000 s,tamps of the 
80 hehller p·osltruge sitamps were · over­
pi,inted tJo Clhangie the v,aJ,ue to 25 heller. 

V1a1•ieties in these st!rum.p;s are k110,wn 
in whfrch the ovel'lpri'll,t ils di,sipil,ace,d 
diown in such a manner th,rut the nmm­
ber "25" is wt the top of the stmrnp anu. 
t1he w1ords "POT.,SKA POCZT·A" come 
be~CJIW. 

'l'heve ,we'l·e also imviei,t,s kno,wn. 
'11hese, when 0anceilJ,ed, aTe from Cie­
szyn. 

The many prirut'ing da1rnages eann,o,t 
he menitii,oned, beeause they are inci­
de·rutrul in thrus manner ,of pniruti,ng and 
therefore h1ave no viahl!e in in,deu,tifi­
c,a,t,i,o n. 

There are fo·rge-1~ies in th,iis type 
which eam be re,00,gruized by the char­
a0teT,i1stJic diiffePence ,of the "C" in 
11POOZITIA''. 

The Lith1ograp1h 'fyrpe IV A iJs the 
basi,c forun used for the overprin,ting 
of •stmnips of the size 29 x 33 mm. and 
ernbnaces the OV'erprints for a sheet of 
100 stm,mps. The ove-1•p1•in,t c·on,sists of 
three lines and is composed of the 
w-0i,ds "POOZTA - ornamen•t - POL­
SKA". (Fig.me 2). 

, r 

Fig. 2 
'fhe diimenmorns for the individua,l 

ov0Tp1u.n1t•s are a·s fio,liliotW1S: Ove,raJl 
heiglhit 9.75 mm.; Length of "POCZTA" 
15.0 mm.; Length of "POLtSKA" 15.5 
mm.; Lernglth of Ornamerut 5. 75 mm.; 
The diJst,a,n,ce hEltween "POCZ·T A" an-d 
"POL•SKA" 4.25 mm. 

The diist-ance mea,sured from t,he foo,t 
of the word "POC:?JTA" to ,the adjacent 
wio,11d in a h0<1'iwntal line i•s alwiays 13.5 
mm. On the other hand, the disitance 
f.n0,m t•he w,ord "POCZTA" to· the word 
"POLSKA" in the lower li11e of sit,a,mps 
viaries f ,rom 22.75 t'O 24.5 mm. This 
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shows thait the ho11izon,tal li,nes are not 
·eqUJalily dii:stm1t bUJt thrut they were a,ls,o 
n'Olt even pamJ!eL 

'l\hese ch,ai,rucite1•i1stfos shoiw us in whalt 
manner these forms were putt t•ogether. 
F110m one dr,awing of the form to- be 
used t,o overprint a stingle sitram,p, ten 
•iJmpves-sio•ns were made on the t11ans,fer 
paiper. These •were pa·slted t"Orgether gii v­
ing one hori•zomt,al !,ine; this was tr·ans­
fel'l'ed t,o the s,t,one, from wthi,ch ag•ain 
ten imp:reSISiions weTe made on the trans­
fer paiper. 'l'h.ise t.in !foes of ten o,ver­
ipTli.m,ts eaie,h we,re wgain p:as,ted to,gether 
one ulllder the ot,her, tnarnsferred t'O the 
1ruth•o stone and aftter neces'Sary ehemie•aJ 
trna,tmeIJJt, the form :flor the ovel"))ri,nt 
'Of a w1hule sheet of 100 sit•amps WJas 
ready. 

A char-ac,terisitiic vrul'ie,ty of tlhis ty,pe 
iJs the leltitel' ''8' in the word "POLSKA" 
of the 8171th sitiarn,p in the s:heet, in 
whii·ch the uprper curve of the "S" ;s 
much .tJhiJnner. 'l'his 00cui,s only in the 
!,rust rshee,t·s of the 2 kronen sit,amrps over­
.prJruted, but is presen:t on aJI sheets uf 
3 k110nen stamps Tfhi,s s·h0,ws tliait the 
damage occured duri,ng the printing and 
tlialt the 2 k,nonen S1tam1p:s were over­
p1,iIJJted boftore the 3 k11onen stamps. 

The s.t,amps over,pni.nlte·d w~th Type 
IV A, due to the metJ!iod of lithogrrupl1 
pl'lin:ti111g and also ,to the pl1in'tinig of the 
sitJam:p,s (,cioppenp~•alte) themselves, show 
mainy inicidernval pni,nt,ing defe0ts which 
a·re of no irnpontiance. 

A0cio1•ding tio the reipor1t of the ,po,sba,l 
d:ire0tor 90,275 stamrps of the 2 ki,onen 
value were ,over,printed. Aeoording to a 
Mr. Zeg,arec - 90,300. Fii!,a;telil'lta P1olsk:i 
,gives the number a,s 56,000. We have 
tbo aecept the f.i,gure of the pO<sitwl di­
rec/tor as t he mos,t 1·el1a1ble. 

A c•onside~•rnble am101un,t of the umso•Id 
2 kiro•nen stamps WllJS deliivered t:o the 
Bost MiniJsitry in W,a11s1ruw, where these 
sitamps w.ere marked w.iJth a rubber 
s1trump on the gummed s.ide, wi,th a red 
sbamp wii,th an e,ag!,e or a v1o1eit stamp 
w1thou,t an ea,g,le, to denote i>t as p1,o­
•pe11ty of the saiiJd MiniSltTy. 

One p:a11t of the 2 krnnen stamps, on 
,tJhe other h:aimd, wa,s ov.i1,pr,in1ted with 
,the 25 Sltaimrp Mock of type IVB. 

Regar-diing tlhe numlber O<f 3 kronen 
stamrps ovenprinted, the ,agreernemt of 
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1:lhe po,sit office, Mr. Zegarec and Filwte­
J.iJsiba P,o1s1ki is a1ike, namely 8,000 
starrn1ps. The,r,e are no inverts in this 
tyipe. 

'l'he 1i·thogmp:h -tyipe IVB 0onstlists of 
tJwenity-:tiive over:prjnros amd 00,rrn51ponds 
bo the Sl1Jamp of ty pe IV A posiitiJons 54 
,t,o 58, 64 to 68, 74 to 78, 84 tio 88 and 
94 tio 98. T'heiref1ore, it " "8/S made from 
tthe 1ower five ho11i7lorntal lines IV to 
X of the fo,rm IV A, arud the vertic,al 
hnes fi,om four to nine. Th1s migh:t 
h,ave bee,n done by .g11imlii111g and polish­
ing the other illlp.rin!ts m aay, or by 
p11initi11,g the bliock of these t,weill.ty-five 
srt,am:ps on "tr.arns.fer paper" and rep1>0 -
cluo:ng them on a new Siton,e. 

Type IVB hias ano·ther a,ccide,nita,l ·,a­
rioty of the eiighth s1tamrp (which cor­
ref1p,onds to stal!llp 66 of type I VA ) 
mtmely the lett,er "Z" in "POOZTA" 
i,s diamage,d and a line cno,ss,ing t he le1t­
ter "C" so 1Jh1a,t the wio,rd "POCZ'l' A" 
ruppe,ar,s tm be "POEZTA" (figure 3) . 
'J.1his eri,or oc11red fi11sit when the last 

,r 

POS. 8 Pl?§..ZTII 

Fig. 3 
po,siitiion of the 2 knonen stamps wa.s 
ovenprirute.d wiith the 25 stamp block, 

whiicih perhaps were the fivst to .. be prin­
ted w:ilth tMs ,tyipe IV A, s1ince thiis error 
,occur,s only on a p,arrt; of the 2 k11onen 
ftbamps but .i.Js preserut on .all twenty-five 
s tamp b1ocks of the 4 1and 10 Jwo'.nen 
sba,mps. The ",t,Mn S" on t he 87th sttamp 
of ty pe IV A ils aJ,so presen1t on Sttainp.s 
,priruted witih ty;pe IVB, butt i!t is 'now 
on the e'iigMh stamp. (Fi,gure 4). • 

• PtJS. 19 THIN S 

Fig. 4 
'l'ype IVB was used to ove11pr1111t 

a part of the 2 krone11 s tamps, ail! ,c,f 
,t,h e 4 k non en s1tiam:pis, and all of the .i O 
kronen st,al!llipS. 

'I'he positage due s1ta111p,s of 1, 5 and 
10 kn:meill were 1iithognruphecl by arno,theT 
s ec;tor idenrtid:ii-e-d a.s t yipe IVC. The~11 
]iruslt o:ie,3 are ove1ipu,i111ted in onan,ge :-ed 
on1ly (figure 5). 

Th•e 2 kr,onen sit,am,ps we,rn u,rn·d on 
R eg,istered Receipt Reques,ted M,a,il. On 
rt:ihe 01t.h-er s,tamps, Prof. Miik £J:cin claim·, 
.t•o ih,B,ve se,en on ly one of the 10 kra:ie:1 
~1'.!amps rnsecl pos,t,::wly , the oithers, acc;or­
c'Jing t,o him, were not used as pos,tag-e 
,1:amps bUJt were ttse,d tio ha1ance S'O-me 
1:in d of tr.ansfer in regand to m0ney 
,c n]e1i3 . 

Fig. 4 
(Cu ts cour tesy STAMPS} 
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Bruce Catton Lauds Polish Americans In Civil War 
Reprinted from "New York State And The Civil War" Monthly published by the New York 

Civil War Centennial Commission 

At the Centennial abservance comme­
morating the mar,ching out of the Po­
lish Legion (58,th N.Y. Infantry Regi­
ment) held on Novemiber 5, L961 at the 
New York Historical Society, Civil War 
historian Bruce Cat,ton made the prin­
cipal address. Excerpts of this a,ddress 
follo,w: 

''The 58rtih N eiw Y Ol'k - the Polish 
Le,gion, as it was proudly kno,wrn - was 
of course ju-srt one of many, many re­
giments of volunteer so1diers that went 
off to war a century ago. 

"A special distinc,tion went with what 
came to be kn,own as the "low num,be,;·" 
regimenrts, t •he ones that enlisted first, 
bore the brurut of •the first baUles, and 
won honors as veterans before the later 
regiments were even organized. The 

58th New York can prnperly claim that 
sort of disltinction. H was a "low num­
be,r" regiment; one of the ones espe­
cially counted on, as the war developed, 
to do a little more than its full share 
on hal'd-fought fields of battle. 

"But that of c,our,se was only one of 
the 58th's drstinctiorus. Without stretch­
ing the words too muc:Ji i,t can be said 
tlrnt it was b uilt around a hard core ,if 
freedom fi.ghttirs - men like its com­
manding officer, Colonel Krzyzanowski, 
who ha,d strug,gled for freedom in Eu­
rope and who kno-;v the full value of 
t,Jie -deep underlyin-g c,aus-e which they 
instinichvely feH lay beneath t,he simple 
cause of .Americ,an u11ion. It is note­
worthy, too, .that it included men of 
mo,:rt diver-se national origins - Danes , 

Painting by A. Szyl~ showing Wlod. Krzy:i:a.nowski in the Battle of Cross Keys. 
(Cuts courtesy STAMPS) 
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r.-cnclllhenf Germans, Hungarians, Ita­
lians and R'llssi,ans, as well as Poles. 
Serving the country of their adoption 
with heroism, with endurance and with 
un,g,haken loyalty, these men served 11.s 

who live a century la;te•r in a way that 
is profoundly important. 'l'hey broaden­
e•d ,the whole concept of American citi­
zenship. They he1ped America become 
in fac!t whaJt it had aLways been in 
theory - the eternal homeland of men 
who love 11berty for themselves and 
for others. 

"One of the little things the 58th 
Now York did was to demonstrate that 
Kvzyzanowski is as good an American 
name ,rus Orubot. 

"Touc,h any Civil War anniversary 
and you touch that ma,g,nificent ideal. 
It i,s wha,t gives me,aning to that whole 
ten,1ble, trngic sttmg,gile. ]t is why we 
gather, on •o.c•c,asions like this, to pay 
our tribute ,to the men now long dead 
who marched out unde,r the flags a cen-
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tury ago to serve somethi,ng gre:iter 
than themselves. American hi,,tory is a 
mosaic, made up of sm::dl rem em 'cernrl 
fr,agments each of which goes to make 
the whole pic,ture. One fragment which 
occurs to me now, in th is ceremo,ny 
c,.:)mmemorating the work of the Polish 
Legion, is a thing which has no connec­
tion whatever wii,th this particular re­
giment but whic,h is somehow related 
to it. One of the first 1101,thern soldiers 
to die in t1he Civil W,ar was Ca,ptiain 
Constantime Blandow.s,k·i, of the 3rd 
Missouri V,o1unt•eers, who was mortally 
wounded on May 10, 1861, when a band 
of troops fought a secessionist mob en 
the streets of St. Loui,s. Bhnclowski died 
a long way fr,om his Poli,sh home1~ ncl 
- Missouri ,was almost •at the oute,r 
edge of thii,s nation, in those days - but 
he died under the same flag our 58th 
New York carried, se rving- thn ~ .ci.n1e 

cause, putiting ,one mo,re name from Po­
land on the honor roll of his adopted 
country." 
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Polish Athletes 
Nation 

At Olympics 
Glory; Feats 

In Rome 
Recorded 

Gained 
Philatelically 

By Fabian Bura 
(Reprinted from LINN'S WEEKLY STAMP NEWS) 

With each Olym,piade Polish athletes 
have raised their rposi,tion on the score­
boards with Olympic winners. Thi,s has 
contributed greatly to the even more 
interestin,g philatelic documentation of 
this topic . 

.From t he beginning of the prepara­
tory work for the issuance of an Olym­
pic set, the Polish Post has cooperated 
with the Olympic Comm~ttee. As a re­
salt , the Polish Olym;pic set is unusually 
well connected wi,th t 1he historical suc­
cesses ·of t he Polish athletes on the 
Oly1111pic Stadium s. 

'rhe suggestion of the Polish Olympic 
Comm~ttee to ~ssue a set of postage 
stamps in 1960 reflectin,g the achieve­
men,ts of the Polish ·pautici•pan.ts in the 
Olymp~c Games met with general appro­
val. St-amps with uhis theme, projected 
b_y artist designer Stefan Malecki and 
executed in two-color -off,set ap,peared 
:i\1ay 15th of tha,t year. 

On each sta,mrp is shown one-fourth 
of a st~dium, and -0n it a figure of an 
2,thlete in a srport in which Poland h~s 
a0hie,ved, greatest su ccess. The nove,1t:, 
of · this 'set is the showing of di££ernnt 
quamter parts of a stadium on indivi­
_dual stamps. 

By as·s,em1bmn,g four stamps we get a 
complete oval of a stadium. This ar­
rangement compelled t!he stamps ,to be 
printed in sections composed of four 
stamps. 'l'he sheets in turn ore of 80 
subject,s, or 20 such "bliocks" - four 
un ~t-s wide, five hi.gh. 

Due t·o this section arrangement the 
sta,mps were issued in on:ly two deno­
minations: 60 grosizy on the four 11e­
signs on one shee-t and 2.50 zloty on 
·anuther. 'lllie w:hole se,t consi,sts of eight. 
stamps sho,wing: 

l~Sil.houetlte -of a cycli•st (Scott's No. 
916) referring to t he vice-eJh,ampion­
&hip art; P,ari-s in 1924, won in t he bicy-

• cle race at the 4000 meter tra.ck, as a 
team in thci,s fo rmation: Lange, Lazar­
ski, Stankiewicz, Szymc·zyk. 
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2-Silhoueit,te of a discu,s thrower 
(914) Halina Konapacka thr-0wimg dis­
cus at Amvterclam in 1928', winning her 
Gold Medal. 

3-Silhouette of a hor,seman jumping 
an obsltacle (Scott's No. 917) referring 
to t he 1936 Olympiade in Berlin , 
Stee,plechase Champion·c:hip : Si-lverr .Me­
clal aiward won by a team: Kules-za, 
Kawecki and Rojeiwicz. 

4-Sil,houette of a Runner (915) Gold 
:M:ed::l winner Janusz Kusocinski •m 
10,000 m. t11a,ck in Los AngelcG, Calif. 
ia 1932. 

:5-Tiwo trumpoten playiing the Olym­
pic A1~thern and fragmenlt of the Olym ­
pic Symph'Dny, composed by Turski 
(918) ,that won him a Gold Medal in the 
realm of mu,sic, London, 1948. 

6-S-ilhoue,tte of a Boxer (919) Box­
er Chycha w,h,o won a Gold Medal ~t 
Helsinki in 1952. 

7-W,oman jumper (921) KTZes.inska 
in hi.gh-jump wt MeLbouirne in 1956 win­
ning a Gold Medal an·d setting the 
Olympic reco,rd. 

8-'rhe Olym.plic Flame and Olympic 
Wreath. The dre,am of the Polish a,th­
letes settirug oult for the Rome Olympic 
Games. (Arud, may we add, their dreams 
came tr,ue, when the Poliish teams w·on 
f.our Gold, six Silver and eleven Bl'onze 
Meda:l,s.) 

E.ach st•amrp, aside fr.om its re-g-ular 
subject, has als10 the Olym,p1c Emblem 
and inscri-pt1ion: "XVII Ig:rzyska Olim-
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pij;,kie I R,nzym 1960". The indivi·dual 
silhou e,Ues are embossed, shawi11g he 
subj ect in wh1te. SO'Ille stamps are 
found, where the embo, ·sing does not 
s,h•o,w, only the ou;tlined white silhon-
ebte. 

'l'hese should be regarded noit •aS er-
1'·011S or v.arieit,ies but ra:ther as poorly 
f i ni•shed p1roduc,ts, caused through care-
less supervision. 

The settings of the stamps in the 
shecit were in this 011der: 

2 3 2 3 2 3 2 3 
1 4 1 4 1 4 1 4 
2 3 2 3 2 3 2 3 
l 4 1 4 1 4 1 4 
2 3 2 3 2 3 2 3 
1 4 1 4 1 4 1 4 
2 3 2 3 2 3 2 3 
1 4 1 4 1 4 1 4 
2 3 2 3 2 3 2 3 
1 4 1 4 1 4 1 4 

and-
5 6 5 6 5 6 5 6 
8 7 8 7 8 7 8 7 
5 6 5 6 5 6 5 6 
8 7 8 7 8 7 8 7 
5 (i 5 6 5 6 5 6 
8 7 8 7 8 7 8 7 
5 6 5 6 5 6 5 6 
8 7 8 7 8 7 8 7 
5 6 5 6 5 6 5 6 

.,s 7 8 7 8 7 8 7 

This sheet arrangement !Il!ade irt pos-
sibl.e to form v.ari1ous combinat1onis of 
pairs, s1t1,i1ps and blocks. 'l'hese e,ombi­
nations, on le1tJters wi>th canceillatiJon 
for the occa,,sion of the Opening of t.he 
Olymplic Games in Rome are quite rare, 
especially in the irnipe,rforn.te ve rsion of 
t his i,ss'l!e. 

I - Blocks of four are found in these 
combina•tions: a) 2-3, 1-4, an·d 5-6, 
8-7; b ) 3-2, 4-1 and 6-5, 7--8; c) 
1-4, 2-3 and 8-7, 5-6; and d) 4-1, 
3-2 and 7 ......... 8, 6-5. 

II - Horizontal strips c,ome: a) pairs 
- 2-3, 3-2, 1-4, 5-6, 6-5, 8-7, an,d 7-8, 
and b) strips of three - 2-3-2, 3-2-:l, 
1-4-1, 4-1-4, 5-6-5, 6-5-6, 8-7-8, and 7-8-7. 

III - Vertical strips may be CUJt n,: 
a) pairs - 1-2, 2-1, 3-4, 4-3, 5-&, 6-7, 
7-6, and 8-5; and b ) strips of three -
1-2-1, 2-1-·2, 3-4-3, 4,3-4-, 5-8-5, 6-7-6, 
7-6-7, and 8'-5-8. 
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Each sheet was titled at the top wi,th 
"XVII / IGRZYSKA OLIMPIJSKIE 
- RZYM 1960". The first portion of 
the printing shows rut the sides of the 
inse,ription and slightly below, a long 
ho:r.izontal line (16 mm), crossed with 
a short (4 mm) vertie,al one. 

During my stay w1bh tihe Stamrp Is­
suance Departme11Jt in June 1960, I 
called to the atJterntion of Ministry of 
Commun1i•crutions ,th•at the lines were dis­
figuring the upper portion of the sheets 
and they were removed at once. 

'l'h u1s the g11eaJter poation o.f the print­
ing i:s w,~thout the t-op cross markings 
between the top inscrip,tion and the 
fi 11st row o.f stamps. T,hese printel's' 
marks appeared in dark brown color 
on the £i11S1t s1ector and in green on the 
sec,ond. 

On the first day o.f sale the main post 
office in Warszawa used a canceler for 
the oecasiJon with the "'0!10,wing ins·crip­
bon : "15 V. /XVII IGRZYSKA OLIM­
PIJSKIE RZYM / 1960" encircled ,a,t the 
bottom writh a laurel wreath. 

On the opening day of t,he Olym,pic 
Games at Rrnne, the main po~t office 
in vV1arnzawa used a cancele-r with 
"XVII IGRZYSKA OLIMPIJSKIE" 
surnoun<l.in,g the lighted Olympic Torch, 
whiie:h reis!t6 on the Olymp,ic Emblem. 
Art the bottom of this is the line 
"RZYM 1960". 'flhis ma,rker 'is fon,ul 
in e1the.r black or vio1let color. 

l"or the c.oncl>u sio n of the Olympi,c 
Games in Rome arud foT the 100th anni­
versary of the fi.rs1t P,ofo,h po·stage 
sitirumip, the cirty of Szczecin had orga­
ruized a Sipont Sita,IlllPs Show. Dming 
t •hait ex>hibiiition two ver,sio1J6 of ca11 c,el ­
ers were in use. 

The first one featured a sp011ts s,ta­
dium wliith the Olympic Emiblem and 
the daite, enfi,am ed wifth "l 00 lat znacz­
ka puc11Jt>oweg.o ·/ Rok Olimpijski/Rzym 
1960". T:he se,concl is a combin,ation 
c,01npo,siJt,iJon, showing a mas,t in the 
fm·m of ,the numeral "l" writh the P,11-

lish Flag unfur,Jed, t!he Olymrpic CiQ·clcs 
and ins.cripiti1011: "1000 LAT PAN.ST­
W A POLJSKIEGO" (1000 years of the 
Polish State), "10.0 L,A T POIJSKIEGO 
ZNA>CZKA" (100 years of the Pofoih 
Stamp) and "l POKAZ ZNACZKOW 
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SJ>ORTOWYCH" (1'srt; Srporrt; Stamps 
S-h1()1w) . 'l'he markings were impressed 
in b;Ja,ck, violert; and green c,olors. 

Worlth menltJi.oninlg here are three 
other very c,ham,cterLsltruc Olympic posrt;­
markis. Th e Ptoli1sh Phila,telic Club at 
Go·Sltyn gained the consent of the Posis 
to use a s,pec i al marker on the o:peni,ng 
day of the Olympiade in Rome. For 
this ocooswn they even prerpared Olym­
pic vigne.trt;es. 

The postal devi.ce featured a bliazing 
Olyrnpiic Torch, the Olympic Circles 
with enclo,sed in,scriptii,on: XVII OLYM­
PIADA / ROMA 1960". On the c1osiu,g 
day of the Olympi<c Game\'l this marke,r 
was enri,ched, rec,oQ·ding the successes 
of the Polish grrorurp has gained. 

There is a small hamlet in Pio1and, 
named "Rzym" (Polish for "Rrorne"), 
and one of tihe daily newspapers con­
ce,ind the ide,a of or,gan,izin,g the 
'Olimpja<ly bez Dewiz' (Olympi,c Ga,mes 
without finances). 

Thi,s local SipOI't festival was - a~ 
c,ou,Jd be expecrted~a success, and it 
was commemorated by a specia;l marker 
featuring a diiscus-ithrowe.r and the in­
scriip,ti,on "OLIMPJADA DZIENNIKA 
WIECZORNE,GO RiZY,M kolo ZNINA" 
(Olympic G,ames of the EveniTug Daily 
in Rome, near Znin). 

On,rthe day the Olympi.c Games en­
ded and the resrullt of the endeavors of 
the Polish parrt;iciipant1s re<ached the 
co untry, the Gostyn Pihifa.telic Club 
hiruiled t·he victorne,s o,f the Polish a.th­
letes by issu,ing a vignette. 

On it was i.t,art;ed the number of Gold 
Me,dals won and the Oiyrnpic rncor,d by 
Krysz.tofiak on the 3000 m. obstacle 
course. 

A t<0ital of 150 vigne<t1tes was prepa­
red. They were c:anoeUed with a srpecial 
marker: "25. 8. POLSKIE 11. 9./ZWY­
CI1:}STW A OLIMPIJSKIE / RZYM 
1960" (Po,Ji,sh Olymipic Succe,sse,s, Rome 
1960) . 

At the time the Olymrpic Games we;re 
played in Rrome, the great Internaition­
al Phila<te,Lic EX!hi:birt;iion "Polska fiO" 
W3-S takiing p~ace in Warsaw. During 
bhat exhibiiltion three Olympk flights 
were or,gan ized. Two were glider fliights 
and one a balloon fli,ght. 
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Some desirable Olympic mementoes 
a.re Poliish lertite rs cm'U•ied on the Olym­
pic glider flight from E1ch-ingen to 
Rahnernweide, vVesit Germany and on 
the sipecial Olympic flight of Lufithansa 
fro m Hamburg t!Q Rrome. 

The philwtelic d,ocumen.trution would 
he in.c,omp1le1te wii,thouit menrt~oning the 
hiSJtonical documenrta,tii'On of the Olym­
pic winneifs in Rlome: 

0:1 t·he day when to the sound of the 
Olympic An.them the winner's' stepped 
ur,:i to the highes1t podium to receive the 
highest awrard, c,overs with a phoito­
gmrph of the winner or the winning 
group were made and canceHed on the 
E,:.me day wirth the srpe,cial canceUation 
of the O'ccasion, at the po5t office in 
tJhe localiJty where the victory was 
nchieve<l. 

On each of the·se covers a1's10 the prre­
\"i-o11s chamipiion from the Melbourne 
Olympics w,as recorded In this manner 
it ~s ~asy to see if the winner has up­
lrnhl hi,s primat from the late Olym­
µk1,de or if the Olympic Mo,tto "Citius, 
A1tiu-s, Fo1,tius" W'as triumrpihing in a 
given s,p'Ort. By rthi,s sys tem all Gold 
J\Ie,rla,1 winners bec.amc domunented pe...-­
manently in philaitely. 

PoLish Olympi·c topicals gained four 
such c,::;vel'S, fe,art;uring the victo1,ies of 
Krys,zk,ow,:ak, Schm1d,t, Palinski and 
Pa,z,dzior. 

Give Your Old 
Stamp Catalogues, 
Albums, Magazines-:­
and Your Duplicates 

to 
STAMPS FOR THE 

WOUNDED 
Send Yonr Material To : 

JOHN BOR 
1810 N. Richmond St. 

Chicago 47, Ill. 
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"ALPEX-799" 
U. S. IN SPACE 

The role .that Commander Alan B. 
Sheipard rpl,ayed in :the history of the 
Uni•ted States was reflec,ted here when 
the Plewacki Post Stamp .S.ociety pre­
sented their sixth Annual ALPEX-799, 
on April 13-14-15, in Buffalo, N.Y. 

'!.'he Exhibition also commemorated 
the NUNS tha,t served as NURSES 
during the Civil Wa,r. Actually the 
NUNS were ,the fir,st rwomen to serve 
for the mi'li-tary. These bmve women 
took care of the wownded and sick in 
hosp1tals, on the field and under firr 
wi•thout any mone,tary gains. 

Joining in the honor to Comdr. She­
pard and the Nuns were members o.:f 
t'he American Legion, Airmy, Air Force, 
Navy, Coast Guard and Marine. 

"Our show featured many sta.mps 
that hmve been i,ssued to commemorate 
Space Flig·hts", accor,ding to Genera: 
Chairman Joseph Lerwandowski. 

In the "Court of Honor" were shown 
"Francisc,ans on Stamps" courtesy of 
Rev. Angelus LaFleur from Our Lady 
of Carey ·Seminary, Carey, Ohio. The 
extensive collection comprised over 150 
pag,es. 

Special fewtures included a most com­
ple:te collection of "Russi•an Govern­
ment in Exile", which was displaye/1 
for the fira,t time in this Country. A 
rlisrplay of " Ra,ce in Spa,ce" by Mr. 
Walter 0. Wilson ,and "World's Firs,t 

Space Flights" by Mr. G. James Pa,pin 
both of Rochester, N.Y. " The Pakistan 
Governnnent Dispiay", courtesy of Mr. 
Ernest Kehr of New York City. 

T.he Society has available a smart 
c,a,chet and set of three souvenir shee,ts 
to commemo,rate Cmdr. Shepard's Space 
Flight. A s•pecial cachet was issueu 
o.n Palm S•unday to commemornte the 
NUNS par,t as nurses in the Civil War. 
Nurses Stamips were used on the cov.irs 
for the Nuns. These can be obtained 
from Chairman Joseiph Lewandowski. 
38·5 Paderewski Dr. , Buffalo 12, N.Y. 
Covens are 20c each and Seals are 3 
for 25c. 

1962 DUES ARE NOW PAYABLE 
If you have not paid your 1962 dues 

as yet, you are taking a chance •nt 
being dropped from our Bulletin mail­
ing list. Don',t miss a single issue! Mail 
your $2.50 to the Tre,asurer, Edward 
Gawencki, 1453 N. Milwaukee Avenue, 
Chicago 22, Illinois. 

DROPPED FROM MEMBERSHIP 
Roman Winiarski 

17 St. Hubert Road 
Melbourne, Australia 

APPLICANT PENDING 
Frank J. E . Swita 

13901 Crennell Ave. 
Cleveland 5, Ohio 

- STAMPS OF POLAND MY SPECIALTY --

.J,61 
J ·63 
J64 
J6•5 
J66 
J67 
,J68 
J69 
J70 
J71 
J 72 

GROSSBORN P.O.W. CAMP SPECIAL OFFER (Polish Catalog) 
....... ...... . $5.00 J73 .............. $3.75 J84 .............. $4.50 
........... ... 4.50 J74 .. ........ ... . 3.75 J85-87 . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.50 
........... ... 4.50 .J75 .......... .. .. 3.00 Ji&81SS . . ..... . . ... 17.50 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.50 J76 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00 J89-91 . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.50 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.50 .T77 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00 J93 .............. 3.50 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.50 .T78 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00 J94SS . . ......... . 10.00 
..... ... ... ... 7.00 J79 ..... . ........ 3.00 J958'S .... .. ... . .. 12.50 
........... . .. 7.00 J80 . ... .. ... . . ... 3.00 J96SS . ........ .. . 12.50 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.75 J81 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.50 J97tSIS ..... . . .. ... 19.00 
.. . .. .. . .... . . 2.75 .J82 .... . . . .... . . . 4.50 ,J98 .. .... . ' . . .... 2.75 
........ .. . . . . 7.00 J813 ......... . .... 4.50 Jl00-104 ...... .... 4.00 

Minimum order $3.00. Cash with order. 
All i,tems available on Post Card. P.O.W. Camp VfoldenJberg and Mmnau in Stock. 

JAN HANIEWICZ 
35 Bay Ridge Avenue, Brooklyn 20, N. Y. 
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K-LINE PAGES 
FOR 

POLAND 
Supplement No. 6, 196 ! 

Now Ready at $1.30 
plllls 20c posltage 

Write us for a special price on 
complete Poland pa,ge<s 

(,to Memher•s of Polonus oniy) 
Special Binder .......... 5.75 .50 
Dust Case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.50 .50 

K-LINE 
PUBLISHING, INC. 

Geo. C. Kobylka 

1433 S. Cuyler Av., Berwyn, Ill 

......................... ~ 
► ~ 
► POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY ◄ t LESTER JANKOWSKI. President ◄ 
► 10 S. la Solle St. Chicago 3, Ill. : 
► ROMAN STRZELECKI, Secretory ◄ 
► 1439 N. Bell Ave. Chicago 22, Ill. ◄ t EDWARD GAWENCKI, Treasurer ~◄• 
► 1453 Milwaukee Ave. Chicago 22, Ill. ◄ 

~ PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE ◄ 
► WALTER SZYMLEK, Chairman : t 2341 W. Moffat St. Chicago 47, 111. ◄ 
► CHESTER A. SCHAFER, Editor ◄ 
► 864 N. Ashland Ave. Chicago 22, Ill. ◄ 
► ◄ 
► --- ◄ 
► The Pol onu s Philatelic Society i s non.politr cal. : 
► Views expressed by the authors of articles op - ~ 
► pe :uing herein do not neces sar ily express the ◄ 
► views of the Polonus Philatelic Society. ◄ t - Annual Dues are $2.50 - ' 

t+ ♦ AA ♦♦ +••· ......... ········••··•A 
PLEASE PATRONIZE THOSE WHO 

ADVERTISE IN OUR BULLETIN! 

-POLAND-
Mint - Used - First Day Covers 

Want Lists Welcomed 
Lowest Discount Prices 

TWIN EAGLE STAMP CO. 
Box 323 Granite City, Ill. 

ANNOUNCING ... 
, ,r 

~oma,e fl, ~«lz~,e~te1 
'' Personalized Service For Stamp Collectors' ' 

HAS MOVED TO A NEW LOCATIOK 

AT 

Avenue 
Illinois 

2883 North Milwaukee 
Chicago 18, 

WE CARRY A VERY COMPREHENSIVE S'l'OCK 

OF MINT and USED ST1AMPS 
of 

Poland, Germany, Russia, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Romania, 
Bulgaria , Jugoslavia, Greece and All ·western Europe. 

New Issue Service of the World 

Phone HUmboldt 6-4725 
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