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STA1'It• COLLECTIXG 

We offer to collectors the world's most efficient service in 
forming outstanding collections of Airmails in every phase 
of Aerophilately : 

NEW ISSUES : We maintain a complete New Issue Service 
of mint Airmail Stamps, including the scarce 
issues. By subscribing to this service you are 
assured of acquiring new items in the most eco­
nomical way. Write for folder giving full 
particulars. 

RARITIES: We handle rare airmail issues which are issued 
in very limited quantities and usually not obtain­
able in the open market. 

ERRORS AND VARIETIES : Through our many connections 
all over the world, we are in a position to offer a 
large number of scarce errors and varieties to our 
clients. Most of these issues are submitted on our 
New Issue Service as they appeared , before 
prices increased. 

AIR LETTER SHEETS: We also service new issues of air 
letter sheets- a new and very popular field of 
Aeroph ilately. Our service offers all new air 
letter sheets. including scarce issues. Write for 
further details. 

AUCTION SALES: Our next sale now in preparat ion. 
dates soon to be announced. If you are not on 
our mailing list. please write for the catalog of 
the sale which will include mint, used airmail 
stamps, and many des irable covers. 

We welcome your inquiries regarding any 
of the above services. 

F. W. KESSLER 
-o Fifth A venue ew York 36, I • Y. 
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PORTUGAL 

The 1923 Trans-Atlantic Flight Commemorative Stamps 

Catalog Treatment 

This lonj!' set of sixteen stamp i sued in 1923 definitely is not an air mail issue. 
Portugal issued and u ed her first llir mail stamps much later in January, 1937. But an 
aero-philatelist is justified in including these stamps in his collection. Nor is a specialized 
air post stamp catalog to be criticized for listing this set, if it will note that the issue is 
not an ai r mail but one with an aeronautic theme. In fac t, some of the earliest air post 
stamp catalogs already listed this set back in 1925. 

When Scott used to issue a special air post stamp catalog from 1930 to 19~6, the first 
listinir therein under Portugal was this:-

.. 1923 .... Commemorative Issue .... ~ o . 299 to 3 q. 
" Issued '.\l ay 30th. 1923 to commemorate the Right of Pilots Sacadura (sic. ) and 

Contiuho made '.\larch, 1922, from Portugal to Brazil. 
"This issue was manipulated by a syndicate of employees of the Post Office who 

had the privilege of buying all remainders at a larj!'e discount from face values. The 
time of sale was so arranged that the public had only half a day in which to pu rchase 
the stamps. They were sent to only a few cities and complete sets were not obtain­
able anywhere." 

The other importan t American air mail stamp cata log. Sn11obrio, which started in 
1936. both in its first edition and fo r many succeedinl!: annual ones ran the same text notr 

CHO ICE. .\IR~IA ILS 

frequently appear in our auctions. vVrite us today to have 
your name placed on the list to receive catalogues of all 

sa les including Airmails. 

HARl\tIER, ROOKE & CO., INc. 
L eading A 11ctio11 eers of Fin e tamps 

560 FtFTH • \"E~ "E N EW YORK 36, N. Y. 
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PORTUGAL 

as Scott with one exception. The name of one of the aviators was Sacadura Cabral, which 
cott inco rrectl)• gave with only the first name, acadura, instead of the proper one of 

Cabral as found in Sanabria. But later on an inconsistency appeared in the Sanabria 
catalogue afte r :\ r r . .'.'icola Sanabria' death. The new editor placed the following 
amended note in the 19 o edition: 

" Issued :\fay 301 1923 .... sold and used only from :\larch 30th to April 11 

1923". 

This is foolish because how can stamps be u$ed two months before they were issued? 
After repeating this wrong :\lay 30th date for everal editions. the 195~ edition of Sana­
bria corrected it to read :\l a rch 30, 1923. 

Looking up this commemorative set in the foreign air mail cataloj!s, the following is 
disclosed. The C/ia111pio11 Ca1a/0911 r tlr la Posit d trir1111r never listed this set. Obviously 
:\Ir. Champion did not consider that these stamps had a place in an air mail collection. 
The well-known 1930-3~ British air post catalog. D. Fit'ltl. listed the set and included 
this correct sta tement that " they do not exist on Hown covers." But both the British 
Field and the newer French air mail tamp caraloj!, Si/ombrn, give the date of issue as 
:\lay 30th. This shows how often if one catalog ori(!inally makes a mistake, others copy 
it, tending to perpetuate the misinformation. 

Source Literature 

\ .cry little seems to have been written about these s tamps since they were issued. At 
least we were able to find very lirtle in English. It is possible that articles in Portuguc e 
exist but having no knowlcdj!e of this languaj!e. we tried to find articles only in English. 
Our hunt was rewarded because after looking through the shelves and files of about the 
best philatelic library in the world, The Collectors C lub. we finally came across some very 
detailed accounts in the British weekly, '"Scamp Collecting". These were written at the 
time of issue and are uch on-the-spot reports with vital information that we hope all 
will agree with us that finding these accounts make a search for Purtugu~se article 
unnecessary. Herc are these reports:-(•) 
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" :\larch 2+th, 1923. An interesting commemorative set, due to make its appear­
ance next week, and to be on sale at the post office for three days only (such is 
fame!), will honour the Portuguese aviators who, on i\ I arch 30th, 1922, completed 
their trans-Atlantic Hight from Portuj!al to Brazi l. These stamps, which will be 
available for both inland and forci!!n postage. comprise the following denominations:-

rc brown 
2c orange 
3c blue 
4c deep green 
5c sepia 

1oc red-brown 
15c black 
2oc green 
25c dark rose 
3oc terra-cotta 
~oc chocolate 
75c magenta 
1 escudo blue 
2 e cudos dark olive-green" 

(*! Stamp Collrrt1#g, \ "ol. 19 pp. 62; and 6-13; \ ·01. ~opp. 31. q 9. 169 and 307. 
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PORTUGAL 

Fig. 1. A very scarce item ; a cover franked with 8 values cancelled at Lisbon, April l, 1923 
and sent via registered mail to Genoa, Italy. On the back of this cover is the proper Italian 

receiving mark. From the S. Rodvien collection. 

The number of the next week of "Stamp Collecting'', dated i\larch 31 , 1923 pub­
lished the followinl! report:-

"THE PORTUGUESE TRA:" -ATLANT IC FLIGHT 
CO;'\J:\lDlORATIVES 

A \\'AR~l!'G FRO:\! :\IR. J. ~ - :\IARSl>E . 

;'\Ir. J. \ . ~larsden, the well known philatelist and resident of Lisbon, sends a 
warning against the Porruguese aeroplane commemoratives detailed in last week 's 

TA:\IP ConECTl!'G. and which were threatened for local sale un three da)•S only, 
i.r. yesterday. to-day. and to-morrow (April 1st!). The Portuguese newspapers arc 
protesting a1rninst their issue as a public scandal. They are being engineered by a 
mall syndicate. 

The values are the 1c., 2c. , 3c., +c., 5c., 1oc., 2oc., 3oc., +oc., 7-c .. te., 1e.5oc., 
and 2e. The total issue is 2.8+9.300 stamps, but how divided is not yet known. Only 
839,5+0 arc for public sale. and 6,56o for Berne. The remainder are to be bought by 
the syndicate at face value. less 25 per cent. 

The days of issue- Good Friday, Saturday. and Easter Sunday-were chosen 
because the Post Office are not open, or, at any rate, only on Saturday, when most 
people are away and there is very little correspondence . .. At first it was intended that 
they should be sold only in Lisbon. but there have been so many protests that it is 
now intended only to supply those offices which ask for them- that is, only the 839,-
+o will be divided up. Further, they will not be allowed to be sold in quantities. 

:'\lost of this information has been taken from " O Seculo." a Portuguese paper 
of wide circulation. The design , of oblong shape, represents the heads of the Presi­
dents of Brazil and Portugal, the two aviators, a galleon, and an aeroplane, and arc 
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lithographed by ~ I essrs. \ Vaterlow & ons. Ltd." 
"Stamp Collect ing" of April q , 1923 had this:-

"The following letter from our Oporto Special Correspondent. .\lr. J. E. 
Graham, should keep our reade rs on thei r guard:-

"The new commemora tive issue of stamps was supposed to make its appea rance 
yesterday, .\larch J lst. A few copies of a fe" · of the values were. I am told. on sale 
at the post office in this city. but as the day was a holiday, and, as the post offices 
themselves closed at one o'clock, any mails franked with these stamps must have been 
scanty. T o-day they are not to be had a t the Oporto General Post Office and Ieners 
will either have to go unstamped or with ordinary stamps on them. Certain of the 
v:1lues have, I verily believe. neve r been issued to the post office at all. Tllf' whole 
thing is 011 n pnr w ith u rtni11 of thr e111iuio11s of Liuhtr 11strill, Ollll f'fltry collector 
should boyrolt thr issur. 

"A protest has to-day appeared in all newspapers. signed by the dealers of Lisbon 
and Oporto. and members of the Junior Philatelic ociery, the A. P .'s and the 
Societe Interna tionale des :'\' egociants en Timbre- Postes against what the>' desc ribe 
as this 'scandalous issue'. 

" l enclose a copy of the 2 centimes value to show you the design ( the remainder 
being all the same design). It was sent ro me b>' one of the post offices up the 
Dauro. As l mentioned before, most post offices have not got the st amps. I hope 
an effective boycott will be made of the issue, and thereby eithe r force the autho rities 
to leave it in currency for a reasonable period of rime ( they are valid until to-morrO\\ 
only). or lose heavily by their brazen attempts to make money out of collectors." 

This account concludes with th is st:i tement-"The Portuguese tamp Exchange 
. hows us fou r va lues of these alread) notorious labels." 

i'\o thin{! further reported for the next few i ··ucs. But in " tamp Collectini:" of 
~lay 12th. 1923 this long article was puhlished :-

T H E TR IJE ' T O RY O F THE PORTUG E E TRA:'\ -ATLA:'\'TIC FLIGHT 
C0.\1.\1 E.\JORATIVE 

By R. P . .\ I ARSHA LL 

( Exdusit•r to TA \IP Co1.LECT1 =-c) 

A little over a yea r ago. the newspapers were fu ll ot the exploits of two intrepid 
Po rtuguese aviators who, after many difficulties and disappointments, succeeded in flying 
the Atlantic. from their native land to Brazil. whe re they were acco rded a tumultous 
reception. 

They s tarted on the trans-Atlant ic Aij!ht on ~l arch JOth . 1922, and it was not long 
before the proposa l was put fo rward that the event should be commemorated by the i sue 
of a sptcial se ries of postage stamp . The Po rtuguese postal authorities did not rake 
kindly to the idea. howeve r, s till repent ing. possibly, their exploits of 189- and 1898. 

The project therefore remained in abeyance until some months ago, when instructions 
were given fo r the preparation of suitable designs for the pu rpcise. such designs to be 
submicted to the ;\I inistry of Posts and T elegraphs for approval o r otherwise. 

The accepted design. transve rse oblonJ!: in tormat. 'has in the upper centre portrai ts of 
the two successful airmen. flanked by an ancient ca ravel of the time of P edro Cabral 
( the discove rer of Brazil ) on the left. with the date. "1500", above it, and a hydroplane 
in flight on the righ t, with the date ·• 1922". The portrai ts of the Presidents of the Portu­
j!uesc and Brazilian Republics arc in the upper corners. with insc riptions as illustrated 
above. 

Readers of " tamp Collecting" have douhtless been puzzled by the outcome, and it is 
hoped that this short account of the true state of affairs will se rve a useful purpose. 
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Fig. 2 . A scarce item; a philatelic cover franked with 8 values (the o ther half of the set are 
on a similar coverl cancelled Lisbon, May 30, 1923. This cancel is the regular postage one, 

while that shown in Fig. 1 is the Registry cancel. From the author's collection. 

AG "ARA:-.TEE 

[n the first place, as ind ica ted above, the Government did no t intend to issue the suJ?­
J?C ted special s tamps and. had it no t been fo r the enterprise and cner1-')' of two Portuguese 
patriots, enhor Antonio Carneiro de \ " a~concelos and Dr. Leandro de ~lenezcs Camacho, 
these stamps would ne,•er have appea red. It occurred ro these J?entlemcn that the issue 
of special postaJ?e stamps would he a convenient w ay of commemoratinit a feat of which 
Po rtuJ?al was j ustlr proud. and it w as made a condition that they should hold themselves 
responsible for the • ale of the stamps. and that they hould J?ua rantee the Post Office­
and thus the Government- a profit on the transaction. 

A soon as agreement had heen come co on this sco re. the Lisbon representative of 
i\Ies rs. \Vace rlow & Sons. Ltd., the well known London firm of engravers and printers, 
was asked to say if ~I essr.. \ Vaterlow would undertake the printing of these postage 
stamps on behalf of the P ost Office. The invitation was accepted and a contract finally 
concluded in an official and correct manne r between the postal authorities and ~lessrs. 
W aterlow . by whom the s tamps were lithoJ?raphed and delivered to the Lisbon Govern­
ment, and it was decreed chat the use of the s tamps should be made obligatory on all 
co rrespondence posted in Portuga l on the three days, ~larch 30th and 3 1s t and April 1st. 

Thereupon the two P o rtuj!uese concessionaires-as thC)' virtually were in considera­
tion of their J?Uarantee-duly depos ited the required stcrlinj! payment for the stamps. and 
also opened a further credit of approx imatelr £5.000. thi being the minimum profit they 
guaran teed the Government. Their contract entitled them, however, to lift the s urplus 
quantity from the ~lint (Casa da ~Ioeda) after the stamps had been in ci rculation fo r 
three dars, paying the face value less 25 per cen t., which would mean a gross profit o f 
£6,900 to the P ost Office ins tead of the minimum £5.000 which had already been 
guaranteed. 
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::\lean t ime the stamps were duly issued and circulaterl rluring three days onl)•, namely 
March 30th and 31st and April 1st. 1923, thei r use being obligatory, as sta ted above, on 
all correspondence posted during that period. nfortunately for all concerned. the first 
day-the anniversary of that on which the trans-Atlantic flij?ht was commenced-was 
Good Friday, when the post offices closed at 1 p. m., and the third day was Easter Sunday, 
when few people would bother to buy po t aj?e stamps, even if ther could. 

In a recent communication to "St amp Collectinj?". ;\Ir. J. ~. ;\l a rsden wrote:­

"Two days before the stamps were to be issued , the rwo avia tors themselves com­
plained to the ;\linistcr of Commerce that they had never j?ivcn permission for their 
effigies to appear on the st amp. and that the ;\J a rine Aviation Fund, in which they were 
naturally interested. was deriving no benefit wha tever from the i~~ue, hut tha t all the 
profi ts from the sale of the stamp were l?Oinj? to the two speculators who were responsible 
fo r the issue. H owever, an aj?reement was come to by which the ;\l arine Aviation Fund 
was to receive 3,000,000 escudos. How is th i larj?e sum. nearly £30.000, goinj? to be 
obtained?" 

The huge sum quoted is quite correct, so tha t in all , with the cost of the stamps and 
the amount they have agreed to pay cowards Portuj?uese Aviation, the concessionaires 
a re faced with a hill of approximately £38.+oo. 

The fac t of the matter w as that, owing to the restriction imposed by the post office 
of sellint? these stamps only to those who had letters and parcels actually with them which 
required stamps, the local dealers, and aj?ents for others. were not able to obtain sup­
plies. which fact. of course, provoked jealousy and bitterne .. But the Lisbon authorities 
aw that, without such restriction, there would have been a raid on the post offices by 

the local speculators with the view of cornerinl? the whole issue. 

Tt cannot be said, therefore, that the Portuguese Government sanctioned a scandal. 
In fact, it would seem that their integrity is intact. and it will be seen that, a t the end 
of six months, a sum of not less than 500.000 escudos will have accrued to them-and 
mo re than that if all the sta mps art' sold. 

The latter a re now stored in the ;\lint, and unless the concessionai res can realize the 
huge sum demanded. viz .. £30.000. plus expenses to date, plus a reasonable profit, it seems 
likely they will remain there fo r the present. 

Accordinj? to a letter from enhor Roberto dos Santos, C hief of the Government 
Department cuncerne<l in these st amps, published in a Lisbon paper. the "Seculo" of 
!\larch 15th, the result of the sale of these stamps was to be divided between the Feira 
(?) of Lisbon, the Rio de Janei ro Exhibition ( ! ) , and the Portuguese Aviation Fund. 

The following is a list of the variou values and colours . The quantity now on hand 
a t the ;\lint comprises 125.000 of each value, and the totals quoted below a re those 
actually sold at the various P ortuguese post offices during the three days of issue:-

Litltograpllt'd on thin wovt' papu by l/"atulow Cf Sous, Ltd., London. 
Perf. q x 13,0 

. umbt'r iss1lt'd. 
I C. brown --·---- 20,000. 
2C. yellow - ----·---·----- - +8,ooo. 
3c. blue 16+,300. 
+c. deep green . -· 20,000. 
5c. sepia 

__________ .. _______ 
10,000. 

IOC. chocolate 90,8oo. 
15c. black ++.650. 
20C. g reen 2 ,000. 
25c. rose-red 350.000. 
3oc. terra cot ta J,000. 
+oc. chocolate -·--------------- 11 .000. 
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Fig. 3 . One side of an unaddressed post card where the stamps have been cancelled on Jan. 
29. 1931 . showing that favor cancels like this were permitted. 

·oc. orange 30,750 

75c. magenta -·-· 4,800 

I esc. blue ·,700 

I. 0 esc. slate 3.000 

2 esc. olive ---- 2,000 

"The total face value of the set. at the normal rate of exchange. amount to approxi­
mately £ 1.7s.5d. 

" ( Ir ''ill be seen that the above tota ls of quantities issued to the va rious post office 
diffe r slij!htly from those quoted by :\Ir. J. W . :\Iarsden 's communication , published last 
week.-Ed)." 

The fina l accounts found in " Stamp Collectinl!" about this issue was the following 
th at appeared in the number dated June 16th , 1923:-

CORRE PO~DE'.\CE 
T HE PORT "G .ESE TRA'.\ S-ATLA~T I C FLI G HT C0:\1:\IE:\IORATI\"ES 

[To the Editor of STA\I P CoLLECTl:-:G.] 

Dea r Sir,-1 have read :\ I r. :\ I arshall 's article in your issue of :\I a~· 12th with 
incercst. In the main it is true. but much bas been omitted. There was no jealou y o r 
bitterness among the dealer ; ther simply wanted a fair share, which, in a ll probability, 
would not have amounted to more than ·,ooo ;ets. a t face value. 

Does :\I r. :\I arshall really think that all the collecrors and dea lers in PortuJ?al, includ­
ing what they required for their foreij?n correspondent~. would or could have absorbed tht 
wholt- imll"- nearly 130.000 collections? V\nr did they not go to the Post Office and 
obtain all the} could? '.\ ot one " ·a there. and no one knew before the dar of i sue that 
most of the values had already been bou1?ht up by the officials themselves. 
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Tht> stacemcnc chac the value nf che sec :ic normal r ate of exchange i £1. 7s. d. i 
grossly misleading. A~ \\'ell take the German 20 mark scamp :ind say it is \\'Orth £1. 

The rnlue of the \\'hole colleccion at the exchange ruling at the time \\':IS, and still i~. 
i s. ~ · ~d. T he conce sionnaires buy \\'ith a discount nf 25 pe r cenc .. thac is ac 1 . 0 1/zd. 
the collect ion. They have been advertised in a L isbon paper at I JS. 2d. ( Esc. 70.00) the 
collcccion. and the 3oc .. 1.·o, and 2.00 ac 11 1/i d. ( Esc. 5.00) each. 

\ f r. \Jar.hall speaks of pacriots. but pacriotism and profit are not congenial 
companions. 

1 f the dealers of the world refuse co catalof?ue 
le•son to many countries, :md perhaps to some o i 
decerrent.-Yours faithfully, 

1.isbon. 

these stamp~. it mar be a J!ood objecc 
our O\\'n colonies, and mar ace as a 

J. ;.: . ~I ARSDE:-;". 

I T o thl' Etlitur of T1\\IP CoLLECT1:-.c.] 

o~ar ' ir.-The a rticle on the subject of the recent issue of the Portuguese Tran -
Atlantic F light Commemnrati\res. contribu ted by \ I r. R. P. \ l arshall to T1\\I P Co1.LECT­
l'l;C fo r \ I ay 12th. is very interesting and probably correct in its main points, hue when 
hr refer• ro the conce,sionn ai res a• " patriots" is he no t writing sarcast ically? 

The <uspicion chat chere was really "patriotism of che pocket" is aroused by the face 
that the ,camps were offered fo r sale on three days. two of which were Good Friday and 
Eastrr ' un<lay, when the Post Office< are clm.ed for half the <la}. Further, the stamps 
were only to he sold co chose \\ho brought letter o r packets, on \\'hich they were co be 
affixed. It is also stated that on ly 200 complete secs were issued co the Post Office at 
Oporto. "hich is the .econd la rgest ciry in the country. and char m any oche r offices received 
no rnmplece secs. 

I 1hink that it is pretty obvious that the intention was to place as many obstacles as 
possible in the way of sales. so cha t a large s tock should remain on hand fo r subsequent 
disposal at high prices. The face value of the sec is 7 escudo~ and 30 centavo , and 
immedia tely afce r the stamps were withdraw n chey could he boul?ht from local dealers 
a t price~ varying from 1 ;o to ·oo escudos. At the present time they are at 1 50 escudos, 
\\ hich at rhc cu rrent race of exchange is equal co JOs .. which does not show :i large 
profit fin rhe 27s. '\d. mentioned by \Ir. \ l a rshall ; but he made his calculation ar the nor­
mal exchange (which disappeared thirty yea rs nJ!u). and the real va lue was about t s. 6d .. 
which i· quite a different m accer. 

Although I am a keen collector of the scamps of PortuJ!al I am ignoring chis issue, 
and am g lad to sec th:1c \ I. Champion. the P aris dealer, has declined to even catalogue it. 
le is co he hoped tha t ochers will do the same.-Yours faithfully. C. C. TAIT. 

Oporto. 

Conclusion 

I c i ~ now more rhan JO yea rs s ince a ll chis has happened. This set has had no 
peccacu lar record from a philateli~t's point of view. If chose who originally had a hand 

in the is~ue had hoped co profit J!reatly. following even ts seem co evillence a failure in this 
respect. Perhaps all rhe unfavorable publicity and proces ts hack in 192J was the cause. 
It is suspected tha c complete secs were quietly placed upon the market on :\fay 30th. 1923. 
This could explain why so many cata logs e rroneously gave the date of issue as th is dace. 
\\·e illustrate C\\'O cove rs to suhscantiace ch is theory. Fig. 1 shows a registered cover 
dated April 1s t, 1923. the last of the three day on which the st amps were said to have 
validity. I t is important to note chat there: is nowhere the complete sec on this cove r. but 
only 8 denominations. Fig. 2 shows one of two covers in the auchor 's culleccion. Both 
are the same. being cancelled \l a) ]Oth. 192J. They a re philatelic covers. not even posted, 
just franked with che complecc sec of 16. cancelled at the Lisbon pose office and then sold 
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Fig. 4 . The other side of the 1931 post card showing the famous German 00-X seaplane 
and autographed by one of the pilots. From the S. L. Bayer collection. 

,JI/ photo1 f,, B outn//, 

to co llccror . .:'\evertheless, both types of covers are very scarce. \ Vhen the '.' e'' Y ork 
C hapter of A ero Philatelists held a meetinl! in 1954 s tudyinl! the s tamps of Portugal and 
Colonies, tlrru tlrrrr u ·rrr tlrr 011/y rot•us sltotL'11. ~ J any in attendam:e never had cen 
thi 1923 commemorative set on cover. 

The set unused has remained available in (!ood supply o anyone seeking mint s tamp 
never experienced izreat difficulty in securinl! a et. This is borne out by the current 
Am!'rican catalol! listinj!s and prices. 

Srott '.'\ os. 299-3 q 

Sanabria '.'\os. 1-16 

unused and used $2.67 

unused $3. -o "sed s~.80 

A for u. cd copies. those that arc postall) used must be as sca rce a covers. I f the 
collector of cancelled copies is no dilettante and is sa tisfied to cake his stamps used anyway, 
it seems probable tha t a number of sets for his purposes were cancelled-hr-favor. The 
tudent of cancellation is able to dis tinl!uish in most instances between the postally used 

and thnse cancelled-by-favor. 

The later histor~· of th is 1923 issue up to the pre•ent time is no t too noteworthy from 
a philatelic point of \•iew. Good supplies of unused copies in complete sets continue to be 
a\•ailable. It is alleJ?ed by reports receh•ed from evera l qua rters, which could no t be 
confirmed . that a sizable unsold s tock s till exists in Portu1?al. I t is knmrn th at the s tamps 
have heen used on philatelic mail ( FiJ?. 3) upon one or mo re occasions after 1923. But 
one . eldom. if ever. saw them used on commercial mail o r upon proper air mail from 
1923 to the pre ent. '.\o record ha\'C been found that these commemorative sramps have 
been demonetized. ( H . • ll. G.) 
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Uncatalogued Officials 
By L. W. CHARLAT 

Canal Zone issued air mail official stamps long before the overprints of 19.p (Scott 
C01-8 and Sanabria 21-39 inclusive). Articles appearinl! in " tlte Auo Pltilatelists Ntws" 
--1--~7 . ~- 15-~9 and 6-1 - 2 ; AERO PHILATELIST A~~Al.S. Oct. 1953 and ··s10111jJs", 1-1-~9. 
10-8-~9. 7-12--2 and 1-2--~ contain a study of the st amps overprinted ''OFFICIAL/ 
PA~A;\lA CA~AL." :\ow the writer will tell what he has learned about the pre­
overprint issues produced by havinj! the lecter "'P " perforated throuj!h them. 

The perforated "P" stamps were i ued exclusively for official use and never sold in 
mine or cancelled-to-order cond ition to the general public. 

Usage 

The air mail officials were intended for use by the various depariments and division 
of the Canal Zone Administ ration and the Panama Rail road. The following corner card:; 
have been noted on official cove rs :-

102 

The Panama Canal 
Executive Office 
Balboa Heights, Canal Zone 

• 
The Panama Canal 

pecial Eni:ineering Divi~ion 
D iablo Heights. Canal Zont' 

• 
Canal Zone 
Officia l Rusine s 
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CANAL ZONE 

The Panama Canal 
EAecutivc Department 
Division of Civil Affairs 
Post Office, Cristobal, Canal Zone 

• 
Canal Zone Postal Service 
P. :\I. Balboa Heights, Canal Zone 

• 
Depa rtment of Commerce 
Civil Aeronautics Administration 
Fourth Region, Official Business 
Balboa H eights, Canal Zone 

The above a rc all that I have seen. but doubtless there a re many more to be recorded. 

Per£. "P" Air Mail Officials 

Alrhough the perforated "P " air mail is~ues commenced with the first provisional of 
1929 and continued for more than twelve years until the issuance of the overprinted 
stamps, nothing appears to have been written about them. T o this day we can find no 
listing of the known varieties of these stamps . 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • 

The following is a complete list of the "arieties in my reference collection or reliably 
reported to he reposinl! in contemporary collections:-

1931 Issue 
-c yellow green 

t oe orange 
1-c blue 
2oc red violet 
~oc yellow 
$ 1 black 

1939 Co111111t111ornlit1t1 
-c greenish black 

IOC deep violet 
15c brown 
3oc carmine rose 

$1 l!reen 

The air mail surcharf?es of 1929 muse also ha"e been issued with the perforated 
"P", hut ther are not included in my listinf? because none as ye t have come to li1?ht. 

Positions of die "P " 

~ aturally. one would not attempt to designate the normal position of the perforated 
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"P". I t is found upright or sideways, and double, inverted or reversed. But consider­
ing the general elusiveness of thi~ issue, any position will be welcome either on or off cover. 

Scarcity 

For years, I personallr never encountered more than one specimen. But lately, a 
fortunate opportunity located for me all the varietie except three. The most important 
air mail profssionals had never seen any. uch noted philatelists as ~less r · . James B. 
Blum and George R. ~ I. Ewing had no perforntcd "P" air mails in their collection . 

Indeed they had not seen any! This also ecms to apply to well-known cnllccrors who are 
members of Aero Philatelists. Of course. ome members of the Canal Zone tudy Group 
were lucky enough to accumulate a good showing of these intcre. ting stamps, hut only 
after years of patient search for them. 

Catalogue Status 

This legi timate. duly authorized is.ue of Canal Zone air mail officials ~hould invite 
the special attention of . Possessions collectors, Canal Zone specialists. air mail 
enthusiasts and advanced collectors generally. Therefore, it is to be hoped that con 
will give clue consideration ro the li~ting of this issue.(*) 

In " cott's . Catalogue pecia lized", there is this note:- " tamps for official 
mail were identified by a large •p• perforated through such stamps. These were replaced 
by overprinted issues in 19.p." 

Since the cha racter of the perforated "P" and the overprints arc identical, both types 
are equally entitled to catalogue recognition. 

"The anahria Air Post Catalogue'' has always included officially issued perforated 
varieties such as Australia, France and Venezuela. Also the French, Yvert & Tellier 
{Champion). nnd ilombra as well as other foreign catalogues include this kind of variety. 

ln keeping with their well-known policy of makinJ? theirs a thorouj?h and complete book, 
it mar be duly expected to see the perforated " P" Canal Zone issues included in "the 
Sanabria Air Po t Catalogue." 

Acknowledgements 

:\ Ir thanks to E. F. Unruh, Director of Posts of the Canal Zone Postal ervice, also 
James B. Blum, George \ V. Brett, F. R. Brooks, Edward . Conger, George R. ~1. 
Ewing and \ V. \1e rnon Osgood for their friendly :1ssisrnnce with reference to assembling 
the information for recording and publishing for the first time the facts of the perforated 
" P " issues of Canal Z one. 

(*) houlJ 5.:011 heed this sui:i:enion, then bccnu•e of 1hc \"tQ imilnr conJi1io11 of iuunncc and use. 
lhi• cat1loi: "ill hnH to con•iJcr list inc other 11nmrs rerforntcJ "i1h 11111ial• for official u•c, uch a• 
.\u<trnlin, CannJn and \ "cnczucla, nccpt F'rnncc' "El l't\ 3t>'" "hich j, li•itd a• C6n. (EJitor ). 
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j Simply fill in the Membership Application on Page 122 r1 
i AERO PHILATELISTS. Inc. I! 
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1 

j 1860 Broadway 11 
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PANAi\IA 

T he Story of An E rror (San. 95a) 

Fe\\ 11 ill deny rhat most of us look with su picion upon the number of errors showing 
up on overprints applied to a ir mail ~ramps or •urcharges ru make air mail stamps, 
especially from the Latin American counrries. ln fac t , one country, :\icaragua, in irs 
campaign to win philatelic stature, has ordered the complete ce sation of overprinting 
sramps. Ir has been alleged that the gre:1ter part of these overprint errors come on the 
philatelic marker at prices wa}' above their face value. o they must be deliberately 
channeled into philatelic sources. There is no question but that this is often true. Our 
close to 10 yea rs se rvice as Editor of AERO PHI LATELISTS has seen the receipt of many 
unsolicited letters from sources in Latin America. Their contents disclose a scheme 
whereby one person. usually a local dealer inffuential with someone in the postal adminis­
tration. has been able to handle such material cm an exclusive basis. Those frozen out 
become jealous. and so are e1·e r so eager to tell tales. 

But, for what it is worth. it is our opinion that this practice is far less widespread 
than most believe. For instance, the copy of thi Panama error as illus t rated came from 
commercial mail. This is its sto ry. 

Jl/r. 111 alcolm G. O' Rei/Ir. a well -known collector as President of the Eire Stamp 
Group and a member of the Expert Committee of t11e Philatelic Foundation, :\cw York, 
is b} occupation a research chemist with one of our largest corporations. He has onl}' a 
very sliJ?ht interest in the stamps of Latin America. But as an ardent philatelist he keeps 
an eagle eye for all • tamps used on forciJ!n mail to his office. He took this Panam:i stamp 
<>ff his office mail. Later on while sorting thi in an accumulation, he happened to notice 

- . . . . . . . . ' . . 
the heavy lettering and numerals on this copy. Checking further , it seemed that this 
copy w:is not a normal one but with a double surcharge (Sanabria ;\o. 95a, Scott 
unlisted). 

This shows that not all overprint errors go directly into philatelic hands. :\lan}' of 
them are sold unnoticed in the regular course over post office counters, then being used 
<>n commercial mail. as this copy was. The alert eyes of collectors o ften spot uch varie­
ties later on. This is what happened 11 ith thi Panama variety. Oh, t11e luck of t11e 
Irish! \\·e did not make an offer to .\ I r. O ' Reilly to buy his COP}'· But we feel tha t if 
anyone interested would offer him full anabria, he would consider such an offer seriously. 
( :\ o advertising intended). 
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Editorial 
Specialty Specializing 

~ o, this is not double talk. 1 t describes a reality. Let's go back a bit to explain it. 
Around the time of World War I , stamp collecting's scope sta rted to increase so 

gre:uly that not even the wealthiest could keep up the pace. The annual flood of new 
stamps figuratively broke our backs and literally broke our pocketbooks. The obvious 
solution was a fo rced limitation in collecting. ~ l ost of the wealthier along with some of 
the "pure" philatelists decided to Sta}' within the field of the earliest classic period of 
stamps. The rank and fi le turned to the 20th century. By about 1920, philately \\' a 
really splitered . Usually collectors specialized by countries o r sections thereof like 20th 
cen tury British Colonials or U. S. commemoratives. 

] ust when specializing commenced. air m ails were born and soon became a philatelic 
~pecialty . It has had a dynamic history just about 3" years old. At the outset, it slowly 
gathered a following. As more air stamp were issued. it skyrocketed into great popu­
larity; then s tumbled , recovered and began a sounder rebirth after World War IT until 
it has arrived at its present staJ!e. 

The writer is a veteran aero-philatelist markinJ! hi fortieth yea r. a record that few 
can match. The first years are recalled. There were only a few hundred air stamps to 
collect. Ours were housed in the blue "Lissiuk" a lbum, and the dealer who served u is 
~till active in the air mail business. Then around 1929, the old cott tamp & Coin Co. 
brought out an air mai l catalog and then an album. The fir t Scott Catalogue wa a 
paper-covered pamphlet of twenty-odd pages. while a 0111' volume printed-page album up­
plied spaces for every air mail stamp listed by Scott. This is some contrast to the current 
over -oo page anabria cataloj!, and the three-volume cott air mail albums complete 
only up to June, 1953 selling for $H.OO· 
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We Specialize tn 

AMG 
ISRAEL 

POLAND 
TRIESTE 

VATICAN CITY 
Write for our price lists. 

ALL THE AIRLETTER SHEETS • AND 1- ST DAY COVERS IN STOCK 

PENNY BLACK ST~IP CO. 
Es t. 1912 

S. L. Bayer, Prop. 

116 Nassau Street, New York 38, N. Y. 
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EDITOR/ i/L 

ft is difficult to pinpoint exactly when the deluge in air mail stamps started. Our 
guess is around 1932 or 1933. The " Graf Zeppelin" issues had a strong influence on 
air mails. The European dictators, foresecinf? the importance of air power. caused lots 
of ai r mail stamps to be issued for their own nefarious but practical reasons. Then 
came our southern neighbors. Changes in air mail rates as this service expanded caused 
many denominations to be issued. For instance, take Venezuela. Her first air mails were 
issued in 1930 and re-issued in 1932. From 1930 until 1937, Venezuela got a long with 
one basic air mail issue consisting of ~o stamps. But from 1937 to date, a look a t the 
19-5 cott Catalogue will show that ' Venezuela air mails are nea r No. C6oo. 

Consequently, the specialty of ae ro-philately had to fo llow the cou rse of philately. 
\ ·cry few can start an air mail stamp collection today with the hope to complete it. We 
know that we now could not be16n again and afford to duplicate our collection. o mo re 
and more now a rc being forced to confine their field in ai r mails. 

This will evidence itself in tuturc Philatelic Exhibitions. Years ago. the re were many 
general postaj!e stamp collections shown. ince 1930, the General Collection cction had 
"ry few exhibit . As fo r air mails. a simila r case will be noted. In past " Big Shows", 
the air mail section was domina ted by world-wide collections of a ir stamps. ~ lost all of 
these have been dispersed and not replaced. You will sec that from now on the bulk of 
the encries in th e air mail cction will be in the group of specia lized collections, while the 
minority will be in the world-wide class. 

\.Ve have no idea of how much it would cost to assemble now a complete world col­
lection of air mail stamps even without Semi-Officials or Sanabria-listed items like its 
Colombia section. First of all, it is questionable whether it could be done even if one 
had the means. But the matter of money is what bars most collectors from forming a 
complete air mail collection today. Therefore, the specialty of acrophilately has had to 
become divided just like general philatcl}' did. (H . M . G .) 

170th Public Auction, May 12th and 13th 
Fl RST SESSION : 

TEXAS (Mexican ) STAMPLESS COVERS. 
UNITED STATES C:r POSSESSIONS. CENERAL FOREICN. 

U. P. U. Issues including Errors and Varie t ies Canad a Impe rf and other 
British Empire. 

ENTIRE COLLECTIONS, WHOLESALE, ETC. 

SECOND SESSION : 

AIRPOST STAMPS OF THE WORLD. 

MINT - USED - ON COVER. RARITIES, ERRORS. 

ILLUSTRATED CATALOG ON REQUEST. 

111\\'I~ UELUAX. l~C. 

Str:;ing A111rriran Philately Sina 1 926 

2 We I ..t 6Lh ' tree t ~C\\ York 36, :'.'\. Y. 

Rnom 708 Jltt>. Tel.: JI.: 2-2393 
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TWO HANDBOOKS AVAILABLE 

In 1950 and 1951, AERO PHILATELISTS distributed to its members and then sold to 

the public two exceptionally informative handbooks on some of the most interesting and 

historical air mail stamps ever issued. A small supply is still available for any one interested. 

When ordering, please send cash to: 

Aero Philatelists. Inc. 

1860 Broadway 

New York 2 3, N. Y. 

THE FIRST AIR MAIL STAMPS OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mostly about the famous 24c red and blue stamp of 1918 and the one sheet w ith the 

Inverted Centers. This booklet of 12 pages with 8 exceptional 11lustrat1ons offers information 

which few know about our fi rst air stamp. Price 50c. 

THE HAWKER STAMP OF NEWFOUNDLAND 

An exhaustive study of this famous stamp along with its companion issues such as the 
Martinsydes. 23 pages are devoted to these aero-philatelic gems along with 14 illustrations 

This handbook received rave reviews from the philatelic press all over the world. 
Price $1 .00. 

Sold Out 

AERO PHILATELIST'S NEWS - VOL. 1 - 5 

LIMITED EDITION BOUND VOLUMES 

A limited edition of 50 books of Volumes 1 through 5 of THE AERO PHILAT­
ELIST'S NEWS had been bound rn beautiful red fabrikoid with gold lettering. All 
copies have been sold. 

This book had, in addition to over 2,000 progress reports on coming rssues, new 
issues and chronicles of air mail stamps, over 250 philatelic research articles on the air 
marl stamps of more than I 00 different countries. More than 30 students of aero­
philately have contribu ted these fact-filled articles, which no serious collector of air 
marl stamps can afford to be wrthout. Many hitherto mysterious and incomplete reports 
on air mail rssues have been cleared up and brought up-to-date by indefatigable research. 
In addition to the 2,000 progress reports and 250 research articles, the book contains 
over 50 General Articles on aerophilately and abou t 20 book and ca talog reviews. 

The book consists of 432 pages. and is completely indexed. 

Another binding writ be done, if there is a demand. If you would like this book 
I prrce, $20.00 to members, $30.00 to non-members, please place your order with 
Jules L. Wacht, 521 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. He will notify you if and 
when another brndrng will be ordered . 

• 
Single copies of back numbers of THE AERO PHILATELIST'S NEW S are available 

at 25c each. For these, please remit to Aero Philatelists. 1860 Broadway, New York 
23, N . Y . 

108 11 pri/, 1955 
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Sequel to the 1930-31 r.50 Frs. Air l\<lails 

On pp. 35 to .p in \ ' ol. II , No. 2 of this Journal, the first definitive air mail stamps 
of F ranee were discussed. As you may recall, most of the discussion was devoted to the 
1.50 Frs. BLUE stamp and its confusinl? treatment by the American catalogs. ] udging 
by the amount of correspondence 1eceived. this article aroused a lo t of interest. or 
greater importance is the fact that the published article "smoked out" much material 
that we did not know existed. Furthermore. we had not found any published articles in 
English on these stamps. But :\Jr. . G. Rich called our attention to an article on this 
issue in a periodical called "the France & Colonies Special ist" Vol. l , :\o. 1 by ?.lr. 
R. Lesgur. Then :\1 r. Jean ii om bra J?avc us a lea ff et called "French Philatelic ociety 
of America Bulletin" dated October 1 9~9. ;\o. J. Both of these writings were unknown 
co us when our was published in October 195~. 

A• we began to study the stamps sent to us for in~pection alonj? with material in our 
own collection ancl more borrowed from collections in the ;\ ew Yurk metropolitan area, 
much was learned that had not been previously known. To make sure that any opinions 
drawn from these examinations were as nearl} correct as possible, we consulted uch 
well-known philatelic authorities as \ Vinthrop ' . BoJ?J?S. Director of the Philatelic Founda­
tion; Herbert Bloch of H. R. H armer Inc., :\I ember of the Friedl Expert Committee; 
R. J. Lyon. ediwr of the anabria c:nalol! and Jean ilombra. editor of the French air 
mail cataloj!ue with his name. Also '' e •hould mention that P rofessor Thomas G. 
Thompson of the Gniversity of vVashin1?ton first by his inquiries, and then by ubmitting 
his stamps actua lly spa rked this work. 

The results of these further studies lead to certain opinions. They are those of thi 
writer, ancl, liable as not, others may disagree with some or all of them. Ne\•ertheless, 
it is not ril!ht to leave our previous article as published because of ce rtain m istake or 
omis ions therein. Only these three stamps need be re-examined: 

I. The 1.50 F rs. with the Initials E. I. P. A. 30 

.11 tthod of P1111rhi11g the Initials. A letter from :\1 r. Boggs in regard to this was 
published in \'ol. 11. :\o. J, page 88. lt is our belief that two factors must be considered: 

a.) the stamp was government-issued 
h. ) the initials were punched privately with the government's permission 

under the orders of the Exposition Committee. 

In \'ic11 of the latter circumstance, the initials' punchinj! for the scamp's sale at rhe 
E 'position with a ticket of admission was done in a haphazard manner. Jl n11y stnmps 
tl' t' rr 11at p1·r/arnted with i11it inls. fn fact. there are many pecial Flight Cards uch as 
one illustrated as Fij?. 6 (page ~o in \ · 01. 11. ;\o. 2) of our orij?ina l article franked with 
the 1.·o frs. blue <tamp that is unpunched. ome competent students believe that there 
are just as many unpunched a punched scamps. Prof. Thompson owns a pair with the 
initials punched only on the sheet margins. hut nor on the stamps (see Fig. A ) . Thi 
show~ the lack of care e:1.crci$ed. o perhaps all the sheets of 25 s tamps were not punched 
in the same manner. In typical Gallic fashion, thi seems to have been a "hit or mis " 
operation. 

Il. 1.50 F rs. Carmine with lnitials E. I. P. A. 30 

:\ I r. ]. Le Pileur, one of the heads of the 1930 International Air Po t Exposition, 
ha~ the followinj! to ~ay in "the French Philatelic ociet} of America Bulletin" :-
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FRANCE 

"Under conditions that we are unable to clearly explain, and in spite of a very st rict 
supervision, during the Paris International Air-Post Exhibition, our confidence was abused, 
and sheets of this carmine stamp received a clandestine perforation 'E. I. P. A. 30'. These 
tamps arc Fr1111d11leut, witho11 t auy interest and without 0111• sperial philatelic value, 

which, moreover, have been discontinued from being listed in the few rare ca talogue 
which had mentioned them as ' non-issued'." 

Despite of what ~Ir. Le Pileur wrote, letters came from member in Europe, particu­
larly the firm of Ludcr in Zurich. Switzerland, that they value the carmine stamp with the 
punched initials very highly, mentioning th at flown on an Exhibition card this item ells 
abroad for about $100.00. 

Ill. Colors and Impressions of the Blue Stamp 

At the ou tse t, it is best to refer to " the 1954-- Sanabria Air Post Catalogue" with 
the following listings and prices:-

:\o. 6 1.50F deep ultramarine ( 1930 EIPA 30 initials) $15.00 15.00 
25.00 (cover) 

a. unpunched ---- - 3.00 .75 
No. 7 r. -oF deep blue (July 1931) --· ~-··-·--·--· 

1.00 . 10 
a. Dull blue - - ---- 1.00 .J O 

b. Bright ultramarine _ -- ·- -- -- - 20.00 10.00 

Both to thr 110/.ed eye iu a good 11orther11 light a11d 11ndrr scieuti/ic ray lamps, there 
are ouly two diff rrn1 t color slwdrs. \Ne would call these a bright blue and a dull blue. 
In our judgment, there is 110 11ltramari11f'. For instance, let us use some well-known 

nitecl States stamps for comparison purposes. The 4c 1893 Columbian Exposition 
stamp' normal color is called ultramarine ( cott U. . 233). There is an error of color, 
blue, (Scott U. S. 233a}. ~lost competent nited State specialists can distinguish the 
common normal stamp ( 233) from the scarce error of color ( 233a). Bur this cannot be 
clone with any of the France 1.50 Frs. 1930-31 air mails so chat one can select by color 
description anabria 6, 6a, 7, 7a or 7b. Once when we had all this Fren.ch material 
assembled on a table before us, we asked ~Ir. Ezra Cole, an experienced . . dealer who 
knows Scott 233 and 233a, to pick out any copy 'that had a color that he would consider 
ultramarine. H,. co11/d not, but co11sideretl rt•ery stamp ou thr tablf' t•ariatio11s of blur 
color. Then he suggested placing all the material under the quartz lamp rays. Over­
looking a slight variarion. all the stamps under the light turned either black blue or a 
light gra)• with the color almost fading out entirely. V\' hrn these stamps were returned 
to normal daylight, we were amazed. Th,. 011IJ stamps that /ind not t11rrll'd gray 11utler 
tlir quartz lamp wrrr thou with the initials or tli r 1111p1111chrd 01u•s u11 the Flight cards. 

~Ir. Le Pileur and other French authorities u in!! corner blocks with dates (di fferent 
from . S. stamps where each printed sheet has a plate number. France places the dare 
of printing in the lower sheet margin) list many color differences and shade varieties sug­
gesting that the main ones be catalog- listed and priced according to scarcity. Further­
more. ~Jr. Le Pileur details minutely the differences discernible under various scientific 
lamps. \Ve disal!ree with such suggestions for the following rea on. 

Collectors cannot be asked to buy stamps that only can he classified by scientific 
means. The rank and file of collectors and. for that matter. dealers cannot afford and 
are not expected to add to their philatelic accessories such rbin{!:s as quartz lamps. A color 
di/Jrrn1u 1111111 b1· obr•iuus, 1101 somethiug that onlj' n small 111i11orifJ' ca11 tlisti11g11ish. 
If a normal color of a stamp can be bought for a few cents, there i~ justification for 
pricing a color variation :1t a high price. 011/r if tllf' t'J't' ca11 lt'I' it. Shade t•nrintirws arr 
co111111011 to philately. All the regular postage se ries of nited tates or France for that 
matter come in a multitude of shade•. But a catalog listing is warranted onl}• by a com-
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FRANCE 

Fog. A. A pair of the 1930 issue where the initials E. I. P. A. 30 were punched only on the 
sheet margins and not on the stamps. Prof. T. Thompson Collection. Photo by Boutrelle. 

plete colo r change. It is our belief that t/11 1.50 Frs. nir mt1ils of Franu do 1101 have 
color diff rre11rrs, only sluule varieties, and that past writers have used the term "ultra­
marine" for the various shades in a s trictly s ubjective manner. 

For instance, if the sheet margin of the pair illustrated ( FiJ!. A) were severed from 
the stamps, how could you pick these unpunched st:1mps from a lot of other stamps into 
which they had been intermingled? The only key to the 1930 issue is the initials 
E. I. P. A. 30! 

\Vhen cott published their special Air Post Stamp Catalogues, the}' always had this 
text note at the end :-

''In 19~1 impressions were made from worn plates ... These impressions have the 
lines of the clouds and background faint and broken." 

Examining all the material before us (and this included the stamp in the Luff Ref­
erence Collection, now the property of the Philatelic Foundation, hut at the time the 
forej?oing note was printed. this belonged to the ' cott Publ ica tions Inc.). this statement 
about worn impressions for 1931 issue don 1101 hold. In reJ?ard to this ~I r. Le Pileur 
ag rees. writinl! as fo llows:-

" \Ve do not know of any re-issue on wo rn plates; there was sometimes a lack of ink 
or the re were papers used of different tex tures either which may have caused the disap­
pearance of certain details on the st amp". 

\Ve have a feelinl? that chi philatelic myth about worn plates will re-appea r in some 
future article in the popular stamp press or some c:n aloj!. Should you happen to read it, 
pay no attention, because the 1930 stamps sometimes show poorer printing register than 
the later issue. In fact. several copies cancelled "19.u " mani fcsted the clearest impression 
of all. 

Conclusion 

After all of our study. im·estigation and consultation, there arc only THREE \•arictics 
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of the 1.50 Frs. blue s tamp that we would collect,- 1 ). with the initials; 2). unpunched 
only if identifiable as on 1930 Flight or a Fig. A; and 3). the 1931 blue stamp. Of 
course, a fascinating collect ion could hi' made showing all the shade variations. \Ve could 
be tempted to form such a collection. Obviously. after accumulating many copies, we 
could tell you that some color shades were far career than others. But as far a a 
cataloj! list inj! for the rank and file of air mail or l!Cneral collectors, if we were editor 
of the anabria or Scott cataloj!S, we would list and price on ly the fo llowing:-

France :\"o. 6 1930 1.5ofrs blue with initials EIPA 30 
a. unpunched 

:-;o. 7 1931 l.'\Ofrs blue _ -

$1-.00 

3.50 
1.00 

15.00 

3.50 
. 10 

The rea on for pricinl! ~ o. 6a so much lower than ;\ o. 6 is because of the difficulty 
of distinj!uishing the 1930 unpunched stamp from the 1931 issue. The prices above were 
set after notinl! those in the 19-.+-- anabria Air Post and the 195- Scott Postage Stamp 
Catalrij!;ues. 

Addenda 

It seems that our oriJ?inal article really started ~omething. because letters and com­
ments are still comini: in, months after publication. "France & Colonies Philatelist" of 
January-February 195- features an article by Raoul Lesgor on the very same "1930 Air 
~Jail Issue" about which we wrote. The article is very informative offering detailed 
data abou t the desi~ers. quantities printed and production methods "hich our article did 
not include. everal opinions of the author seem to agree with our , namcly-1 ) that 
poor impression~ were due to inefficient workmanship in printing rather than the wearing 
down of printinl! plates. 2) that the punchinir of the initials wa done not by the j!Overn­
ment authorities but only with their approval. ~I r. Lesgor seems to agree with ~1 r. 
Boggs that the punchinf! was done in blocks of four ( not consistently) by folding the 
sheet of 2 aml that the punched initial can be found in every sort of position. The 
author. although not directlr referrinJ? to us by name, takes issue with the point sugt?ested 
in our original article that the 1930 stamp with punched initials can he reirarded as semi­
postals. ~ I r. Lesj?or ar1?:ues that this "definitely is not a semi post:il". His reasons are 
logical and we a1?:ree that our sugl?:estion was wrong. But ) l r. Lesgor repeatedly refers 
to an ultramarine color. upon which we commented before. Then he also starts his 
description of the blue st amp by saying that "Printinj!S of the ultramarine stamp sta rted in 
September 1930 ... The three dated corners which I have, were printed between Sept. 15 
and Sept. 19, 1930." One para1?:raph after this he commence with this statement: "The 
first printing of the blue tamps took place on :'\ov. ,+. 1930, two day before the openinl! 
of the Exposition." This i not clear, because does the author imply by the aforemen­
tioned that a printing two day before the E:.posi tion opened meant that those latter­
printed stamps could not be punched and ready for sale at the Expo ition? 

hortlr after receipt of the " France & Colonies Philatelis t". we were pleased to 
receive from ,\ I r. Winthrop S. Bol?gs his hand-written transcript of the data about this 
i sue which he copied from records in hi possession. ("L 'Tmpression des Timbres Fran­
c;ais par les Rotatives". par le Baron de \ "inck de \ Vinnezclle. 19,+6. 3rd Edition. ~ I i e 
ajour et continuee par ) l arcel Charnet. Edition~: Yvert & Tellier. Amiens. France.) The 
information is quite interestinf!. and. incidentally it does not rally in many respects br 
tho e set forth in " the France & Colonies Philatelist". Here it is:-

J. -o f rs. carmine-sheet of 2---one printinl! in three parts:-

a) Dec. 2. 1929 to Dec. 3, 1929 

b) Dec. 2,+. 1929 

c) Feb. 22. 1930 to April 25, 1930 

(Concluded on Paf!e 116) 
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HI LE 

The 1931 PrO\·isonal 2 Pesos ermilion 

(Sanabria ~o. 13 ) 

The cover shown here {Fig. 1) is highly interesting for two reasons. Fir•t of all. it 
car ries a very scari:e air mail s tamp. And also it is on a letter aJdrcsscd to a famou 
per on, :\Ir. H erben Brownell Jr. , Attorney General in the Cabinet of President Ei~en­
hower. :\I ost of us re;id about :\Ir. Browne ll daily in our newspapers. Bur even aero­
philatelists know little about the 2 Pc os vermilion air mail of 1931. 

--
Fig. I. The front of a cover sent to Mr. Herbert Brownell Jr .. the Attorney General of the 
United States, back in 1931 when he was a practicing lawyer in New York City. The arrow 
points to the scarce 2 pesos vermilion air mail. of which very few copies are presently known 

on cover. I Sam Rodvien Collect ion. I 

Highly interesting stamps fo r the Chilean special ist are the postage srnmps used from 
19 11 th rouJ!h 1931. Thcr are numbered in cott between 98 to 180. Bur if one consul ts 
a more thorouj!h Chile catalog, he will find the breakdown far greater. There were dif­
fe rent methocls of printings. different wa terma rked papers. perforations and color shade 
used over the years. The 2 pesos postage stamp over tl1ese years was prolifically used 
on mail. There is one sca rce r printing. when around 1916 the color of the background 
was a decided vermilion instead of rhe more usual dull red color. 

\\.hen in 1928. Chi le began a fairly reitular ai r mail service both internally and 
foreign, there were no definit i\'e air stamp available. o the older postage stamps from 

A er a Pliilntelist A r111nls 113 



CHILE 

the 1911-1930 period were pressed into use hr overprinting them. The 2 pesos red air 
mail is a fairly common item, both mint and used. as well as on covers. But the air mail 
overprint was applied to some ot the basic vermilion stamp. ~ othing official was ever 
recorded about it to the best of ou r knowledge. It is s urmised by competent Chilean 
authori ties that about 300 sheet of the vermilion color were included with the supply of 
2 Pesos ~ramps to be overprinted. The stamp with the vermilion color has become so 
scarce by now that no one know exactly how many were overprinted. 1 t seems logical 
that only a small quantity of sheets could lrnve been overprinted. But this variety was 
not immediately discovered. There is a strong possibility that copies had been u ed on 
mail undetected and then thrown away. 

This 2 Pesos vermilion is listed in ''the anabria Air Post Catalogue·• as Chile l\o. 
13. ( It is one of the Sanabria editor's favorite stamps.) It is priced in the 195~-55 
edition at $75.00 unused, ~o.oo used aml 7-.00 on cover. The 2 Pesos reel of the same 
issue is priced for only soc unused and 1 'iC used. This vermilion air mail is not listed or 
mentioned in the cott Catalogue. This is odd because when the editor of Sanabria, Mr. 
R. ]. Lyon, and the editor of the AERO PHILATELIST AN"~Al.S were curious about the 
background of this scarce vermilion color stamp. an unused block of four was found in 
the famous Luff Reference Collection, formerly the property of Scott Publications now 
helon(!ing to the Philatelic Foundation of :'\cw York. :'.'\. Y. .\1 r. Lyon felt ure a copy 
was in the Luff Collection because he remembered it from the time when he was associ­
ated wirh the old Scott tamp & Coin Co. So although Scott had owned a block of four, 
the stamp was never listed. 

The owner of th is illustrated " Brownell" cover, 11/r. Sam Rodvir11, supplies us with 
rhe following data: 

''This comes from the Sanabria records. 

"It is said that probably only 1 500 of the basic stamp were overprinted. 

"The paper is slightly thinner than on the other :'\ WATER.\ I ARKED issues. The 
nearest ~hade to this vermilion is of the September 1931 issue, but this one is on water­
marked paper. 

"The vermi lion stamp is believed to have beoo used only between J unc and Auj?ust 
1931. and only at antiago." 

v.·i th this information. we illustr:tte the backstamps on the "Brownell" cover to 
•how the August 1931 usage. The stamps arc cancelled Santiago. August~. 1931. 

Fig. 2. A por1ion of the back of the "Brownell" cover showing an August 8, 1931 Cristobal, 
Canal Zone and two August 12, 1931 New York. N. Y. backstamps. 

P/1 0101 hr B o111n llt 
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U ITED STATES 

Aerophilately's H istory in Postal Slogans 

Br l\ IOE LUFF 

Aerophilately 's History in U. S. Postal lof!:tns began in 1921 when Omaha. :'\ebr. 
advertisctl Come to the luternational Aero Congress, Omaha, 1rbr., N(Jf'. J lo 5 , 192 1. 

This was fo llowed in 1922 when Detroit, :\ lich. commemorated the I nter11ational 
A ero Co ngress, Ort. 7 - 12 - 13 - 1.J - 1922, and Hartford, Conn. sloganized the Hartford 
Aviation ,1/u t , .Voto. 10 - 11 - 12. 

Durinf! 1923. t. Louis. :\Io. honoree! the Third alio11al dero Congress S t. L o11is, 
J\f <J. , Ort. 1 - 2 - 3 and in 192+. Boston, :\lass. advertised, B oston First l anding in U. S. 
of lf "orltl Flil'rs. 

From 192+ to 1936, various cmes throuf!hout the country made use of the slogan 
dir 11/ail a1•rs Timr with an illustration drawing of a biplane and from 1937 to 1952 
d ir-11/ ail Sat•rs Timr with a drawing of a monoplane. 

\ Vashington, D. C. in 1928 commemorated the I ntrr11atirmal Ciuil 11 eronaulics Co11-
f errnrr D u. 12 - 1.J, 1928. This slol!an also contained an illustration of a biplane and 
was affi,ed in green ink, and when appearinf! on a cover franked with the corresponding 
s tamps ( anabria 12-13) issued in honor of this event, makes an inrcresring collector 's 
item. 

From 1929 to 1935, San Juan, Puerto Rico used the slogan Air 11/ail Corrro Arrro 
Saves Tim i' A lwrra Tinn po with a Biplane illustration. 

For a very short period during l\lay of 1938, four cities commemorated ;:\ arional Air 
~fail \Veek : ' ntional dir Mail lf "erk M ay 15 lo 21 {Plover, \Vise.);. alional Air 11/ail 
lf"l'ek ,1/ay 15-21. 1938 Arid lf"it1gs to ) 'our L rllus (Omaha, :'\ eb.); National Air ill ail 
11 ·,.,.i: 11/ay 15 - 21 make the Skyway } ' our 11/ailway ( t. Paul , :\ Jinn.); National dir 
Jl f ail lf"uk 11/aJ' 15 - 21, 1938 Minnesota T owns Spuinl Flights - Cnrlll'ts {:\linncapolis, 
l\ l inn. ); 'ational Air 11/nil l/ 'uk 11/ar 15 - 21, 1938 20 }'ears of ilir Mail Progress 
{l\l inneapolis, .\ l ion.) These sloJ!ans we re not authorized by the United States Post 
Office D epartment and were withdrawn from use. 

On July 28. 19+1. Oklahoma City, Okla. sloJ!anized For Natio11al D efenu U. S. 
A rm)' Drrliratrs // 'ill Rogers Fil'lrl and in · ovember, 19+6. X atrona, Pa. honored 

' ntional Air 11/ail lf 'uk and Cleveland, Ohio called attention to the 1atio11al Aircraft 
Shows Clevrlanrl Not>. 15 - 2.J, 19-16 with an illustration of a spearhead through a ci rcle. 

From :\lay 15 to June 2+, 1950. Annapolis. Balt imore and Frederick, :\laryland com­
memorated the Frinulship lutu nationtil Airport ill nrrlnnd D nliratio11 J 11ne 2.J, 1950 
and it was also used on June 2+, 1950 at Friendship International Airport, :\ laryland. 

During the month of February, 1952, Watertown, :'\. Y. advertised the Snou• Fall 
Army-Air Farer Exrrriu Camp Drum . • V. Y. 

Jn :\lay and June of 19-3, :'llassena, X. . commcmoraced the -01h A1111iversar)' of 
Potururl Flight lune 18, 19, C!! 20 and from Occober to December. Raleigh. :'\o. Car. 
~loganized X ortli Carolina Birth Stale of 1l t•iali011 Fif til'th 1111nivusary of Powrrtrl 
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C ~.-FRAXCF.-OFf'ICt.R ES DIRECTOR~ 

Flight 1903 - H)53 and 'an Diego, Cali!. ad\•ised char Son Dirgo Ubseri•es 5otlt A1111i­
' 'trsorr of P owrrrd Flight. 

Th is concludes the hi tory of aerophilaccly in Poscal Slogans as of rhe con-
clusion of 19-3. The fore(!oing material was compiled from " che Catalog of ' nitcd 

rates Postal loj?an Cancels" published by the writer and from recent pres release . 

An} information perrainini? to the use and collectinit of Postal lof;!an Cancels can he 
obtained from the wrirer at 1 '\~7 H oc Avenue. :-.. C\\ York 6o, '.'\ . Y. 

FRANCE 
(Continued from Pa11:e 112 ) 

l.'\O frs. blue (•)--::hee ts of i--rst Printinj?: two pa rts:-

a) ept. 12. 1930 to Oct. 7. 1930 
h) Oct. 24, 1930 co :-.. O\'. 26, 1930 

2nd PrintinJ!: th rec parts:­

a) ' epr. 9, 1931 to Oct. 23. 1931 
h) :\" ov. 11 . 1931 to :\ l ar. 3 1. 1932 
c) Apr. 6. 1932 to :\lay 27, 1932 
From Press :"\ o. 1. One Plate. 

( • l'l'h••• rrcord• rcfrr onl~ 10 n bf.,, color. no uhramnrinr. 

OFFICERS 
Presiden t - - - -·-·-··-·--· ... 
Exuutlt'e f'icr Prrside11 / 

Fu st I 1rr Prrside111 
r rrrtnrr _ 

Treasunr 

11 ssis/011/ rcr t tOrJ 

Closs of 1955 
RI HARD . BO H:'\ 
RICHARD W . CA:\:\IA N 
JOH='- R. DILWO RTH 
JACOB S. GLASER 

DIRECTORS 

O SCAR R. LICHTE~STEI~ 
R. HA BROliCK HRADY, I.D. 

Class of 1957 
BER~ARD F l i\K 

_ TA:"\LEY R. RICE 
SA:\1 RODVIE . 

JOH:\ R. DILWORTH 
' O L \VH IT:\IA:\'" 
BER='-AR D Fl:\K 
FRAKK GLANZ 

Class of 1956 

JOH:'\ J. BRITT 
FRA:'\K GLANZ 
TA:'\LEY R. RICE 
A~THONY SCALA 
IRA SEEBAC H ER 
LOUIS N. STAUB 

HE;\RY :\I. GOODKI:\D 
LEO;\ARD E. L IV INGSTO:\E 
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COLOMBIA 

The Oldest Airline in the Western Hemisphere 

Ar the end of 1954, many newspaper and magazine articles were written about the 
Colombian Airline which ce lebrated its ]'th annive rsary. The following taken from " the 
:\ ew York Times" of Sunday, December - , 1954 represents a !!:OOd example of the kind 
of story published:-

AVTATIO~: AVTA~CA 

Co1.0~1e1A!ll Lnrn HAS RE:\IARKABLE RECORD 

OF GROWTH 1:-: ITs THIRTY-FIVE YEARS 

The growth of an airline 's flighr equipmenr from one small seaplane to a fleet of 
s ixr)1-one modern airc raft that makes daily flights across rugged mountain country and 
from continent to continent marks the development of Avianca, Colombian ;\ational Air­
wa)'S, which next Sundar will celebrate the thirty-fifth anniversaqr of its founding. 

Avianca, the oldest airline in the western hemisphere, was formed on Dec. 5, 1919, 
and during the following yea r, when its actual flight operations were started, carried a 
rotal of twelve payin(! passenge rs. Last )'ear the passengers transported alonj?' the com­
pany's domestic and international routes numbered more than 1,000,000. 

Avianca's history is a record of continual growth. Because Colombia is such a moun­
tainous country, aerial transportation is conside red a necessity rather than a luxury in the 
northwest region of South America. and soon after the fledgling airline began carrying 
travelers and cargo its place in domestic and world-wide traffic was assu red. 

SMALL. BECl?\'Nl?\'CS 

Known originally as the Sociedad Colombo-Aleman de Transportes Aereos, the 
Colombia airline began se rvice in 1920 with a single Fokker airplane that was flown 
berween Boj?'ota, Barranquilla and :\J edellin. The companr's initial flights ourside these 
three cities were made from primitive ai rports developed within the in land mountain 
chains, and Avianca's first regular passengers became accustomed to being greeted by 
Indians whose apparel consisted of "bits of bark and shimmering sunlight." The airline 
maintained healthy growth durinl!: the Twenties and Thirties and br 1940 was conducting 
operations over -,927 miles of air routes. It carried -3,357 passengers in 1940 and ten 
years later was carrying more than -00,000 a year. 

Avianca's development as a passenger ca rrie r has been more than paralleled by its 
expansion in the fie ld of air cargo, and its executives are proud of irs position as one of 
the world's lead ing airlifters. They maintain that on the basis uf volume of cargo trans­
ported the Colombian airline has been un~urpassed since the last month in 1949. In 
1952 Avianca airlifted 90.000 runs of goods. 

Ar present Avianca's domestic operations connect more than six ty ci ties within Colom­
bia. and its international schedules include eight Rights a week between :\ ew Yo rk and 
Colombia and a single weekly flight between the South American countr)' and Europe. 
Three Lockheed Super Constellations comprise part of the airline's fleet and when a 
fourth is delivered next year two more flights will be added to the :\ew Y ork-Colombia 
run and the se rvice between Europe and Colombia will be increased to two weekly 
flights. The triple-finned airliners carry fifty-nine passengers and their four turbo-com­
pound engines allow them to c ruise at speeds ranging between 320 and 350 miles an hour 
on long intercontinental flights. 

On two of the standard-fare Kew York-Columbia trips Avianca's Super Connies 
make non-srop daylight flights to Jamaica, with one of them stopping at the resort area of 
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l\lontej?O Bay on the north shore and the other putting down at Kingston, capi tal of the 
island. The other two fi rst-class Rights to Colombia make srops at :\liami and so do 
the airline's north-south tourist Rights. :\lost of Avianca's southbound Ai1?hts terminate 
a t Bogot:i, the Colombian capital, after a stop at Bar ranquilla. 

~I any ae ro-philatelists have found Colombia air mails a most fascina ting fie ld. :\Iany 
yea rs aj?o Fred Kessle r published an autho rita tive handbook on this subject.• There a re 
many other fine articles on Colombia air mail, including a se ries in " tht' A uo Philatelist 
N t'ws" in \ " ols. 1 to 8. Consequently, some wonderful Colombia air mail collections have 
been formed. For instance, the 1920 Pioneer multi-colored items of the fi rst attempts by 
a ir mail of the French Aviation Co .. Sanabria Nos. 2-10, presently rank amonl!: the most 
desirable aero-philatelic issue-. Ther invariably realize almost full Sanabria catalog list 
prices when sold at auction. 

In rhe foregoinl? arricle. one will notice that the Scadta Airline (now Avianca) was 
formed on December 5, 1919, and started operations in the following yea r . But the date 
in 1920 is not given. The Sanabria catalog give tht' first daJ' of thr First Scadta issu~ 
as Ortobrr +. 1920. 

An :ittempt was made to seek the ea rliest known use of the F irst Scadta s tamps. 

\.Ye were amazed to learn how little material is available. One of the best Colombia 
collections in the metropolitan · ew York a rea is tha t of J acob S. G lour. The earliest 
use found on the many covers in his collections is July 22, 1921 ( su ill11stratio11). Other 
collectors were contacted, but none had a cover with use before th at of :\Ir. Glaser's. 
W e own a COP)' of the same 3oc stamp (San. ;\ o. 16) as on the illustrated cover can-

•""The Air Posu of Colombin". ll) F. W . Kculrr. ( 1936). This book ci\'cs "October 4. 1920" as 
the date of i •UC of the First Scud ta l uuc. and although 4 co\'Crs arc illu11ratcd on rP· ?4 ond 2 ;. no 
mention i• made of when t he first ScaJta stamps \\ere used, nor is an~thing ill u.trntcd "ith n 1920 or 
C\"cn a 192 1 canccllntion bet" ccn Jnnunry to September. 

(Concluded on Page 120 ) 
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THE AIRMAIL BAG 

(U11dtr this /i eo1/i11g a regular fra t11r1· w ill br run w ith rorrnf1011dtnu from 11/embus. 
X amn in full U'ill bt uud uuless 11 co11 t rnry uqun t is sfJrcifil'(/ u •li e11 11 corrt1f1011dmt 
u •ill be idr11ti/itd by i11iti11/s 011/y. X ot/iing 1wsig11rd w ill bt uud.) 

I was present 1n Farley's office when Boyd-Lyon delivered the Haitian Postmaster-Gen­
eral's letter- was assured that 5000 had been printed-three in black which had been 
destroyed, the type knocked down and imprints burned. 

Three months later I was offered a pair 1n black for $900.00. Not in terested. Then 
a few years ago a New York dealer offered them to me. Still no sale. And about two years 
ago they were re-offered to me from Ha1t1 . At best I rank the blacks as essays or trial 
proofs--maybe even fakes. 

Clarence Hennan, M.D. 
Chicago, Ill. 

W e were elated co hear from " Doc" Hennan. who has been inactive in philately for 
wo long a spell due to illness. \ Ve know that all his friends join us in hoping that this 
word from " Doc" signifies a return to J!Ood health. They tell us that " Doc" knows a 
little about H aician philately so that this information on the mysterious black overprin ts 
on the Boyd-Lyon Flight tamp can be taken as coming from good authority. 

The House of 

AIR ~IAIL ST~IPS 
EXCLUSIVELY 

• Mint . Used ... Single Stamps 
• Miniature Sheets & Collections 

WRITE for our NEW '54 Catalog 

This comprehensive price list of standard catalog stamps of the World 
pertaining to AIR MAIL STAMPS. AIR RATES & AVIATION TOPICS 
is an IDEAL GUIDE and CHECK LIST for Collectors. 

50c Deductible from First $5 orde r 

Our Prices are right. Our stock is about 85% complete. We buy 
and Sell Quality Air Stamps of the World . 

Normandy Stamp Studio, Inc. 
12051 Ventura Place, Studio City, Calif. Box 1111 

Member : A.A.M.S. - A.P. - A.S.D.A. - C.C. of N. Y. - P.T.S. Ltd. 
and all leading U. S. Ph ilatelic Societ ies. 
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AERO PHILATELIC HOW CASE 

u TITED STATES 
The Buffalo Balloon Stamp 

A derailed article about the discovery of a second cover with the famous old U nited 
States Ruffalo Ralluon Semi-Official stamp {Sanabria ' o. 501) was in Vol. 1 1\o. 1 of 
T11E AERO PHll.ATELIST A:-::-:ALS. A most illuminating letter about this stamp exists. 
Through the courtesy of ~Iessrs. ~ ! orris ~I oore, Erik H ildes-H eim and Sam Rodvien, 
it is now recorded in print as per the accompanying illustration. (S,.,. Page 12 1) 

The letter reads:-

" I enclose yo u the sheet of Balloon stamps. They were issued br myself in June 
1877 and used in the trip made in the Balloon Buffa lo with Prof. King. Onlr 300 were 
issued and 23 used." 
:\cw York. '.'\ . Y . (S igned) J. F . B. Lii.LARD. 
February 9, 1 89~ 

COLOMBIA 
(Continued from Page 1 18) 
celled April · , 19 21 . urely earlier dates must be in philatelic hands. ~Iany of the 
cancelled copies examined a re undated, just with a purple circular town mark or the 
three-line cadta Co. cancel. 

It would he interestinl! to record the earliest known use of st amps by the fi rst com­
mercial airline in America. \ Ve hope that one o f our readers has a cover or cancelled 
copy dated 1920. A stamp or cover with the elate October ~. 1920 'huuld be recorded 
because it i- a real F IR ' T DAY along with f?rea t aviation significance. ( H . • 11. G.) 
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SELLING 

YOUR §TAMP§? 
O ffer thcoe to us - Our records show J~':llin~ 

ranging from small collections to an accumulation 

of one of the oldest . S. A. Dealers. Outright 

caoh purchaoc or, if desired , Auction. 

ll/ritr 111 1oi!u_l'. 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
15 PARK RO\\ ~EW YORK 38 

Tel. Uu. i-3830 

ii pril, 1955 
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,~~~~~AERO PHILATELISTS~ 

~··~ 
INC. 

1860 BROADWAY, EW YOR K 2 3 , N. Y. 

~ 19 .... ... . 
To AERO PHILATELISTS, Inc. 
1860 Broadway, New York 23, N. Y. 

I hereby apply for admission to membership in AERO PHILATELISTS. Inc. (check type 
MEMBERSH Ip ? f membe~sh 1 i;> de.sired I. Annual dues are remitted herewith and are to be refunded to me 

1f my application is not accepted. 

APPLICATION O COLLECTOR MEMBER ........... ...... .. ........................... DUES $5.00 per annum 
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0 DEALER MEMBER ............................................ ....... DUES $5 .00 per annum 

NAME ............................................ . .......... ....... .. .. ........... ............... .. .. ............... ..... .......... ..... . 

ADDRESS ..................................... ......................... ..................................... .. ............... .......... . 
Street 

City, Town or Village Zone State 

OCCUPATION ................................................................................... ........ ............................ . 

SPECIALIZING IN ........ .. .............. ........................................ .. ........... ....... ............................. . 

APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE 

REFERENCES 
NOTE : The By-Laws of the Society requ ire each appl ican t to furnish references as to his 
character and financial responsibility. Full address and business should be given in each case. 

1. Bank Reference ................................................................................... ........ .............. ... .. . 

Address .. ................................................................................................................. .... .... . 

2 . Character References: 

Name ............ ...................................................... ..... .................... ................................ .... . 

Address ........................... ............. ... ..................... .. ... .......................... ............. ....... ........ . 

Name ......................................................................................................... ................ ...... . 

Address ..................................... .. .... ........ ................................ ... ........... .. .. ..... .......... .. .... . 

3 . Phila telic References : 

Name . 

Address 

Name ................................... ...................................... .. ........... .. .. . .. ....................... ....... .. . 

Address ............................................................................... ....... .......... .. ................... ... . . 

EXTRACTS FROM BY-LAWS, ARTICLE Ill- MEMBERSHIP 
Any person of good character interested in Aero-Philately. over the age of twenty-one, 

of good moral character, and who will be an asset to the Society, may become a member. 
Application for membership shall be in writing, and shall be accompanied by annual dues on 
the basis of $5.00 per annum. 
Collector Members: 

Only Co llectors are eligible for this class of membership. 
Only Collector Members vote o r hold office. 

Dealer Me mbers : 
Only Dealers are el ig ible fo r this class of membership. 
Only Dealer Members may advertise in the Society's publications. 

Your check for annual dues must accompany this application. 

11 pril, 1955 



A>:OTHER ll\IPORTA~T 

Air Post Auction 
successfully concluded 

by 

I-I. R. HARl\1ER, I NC. 

I 11ter11 fl t i 1mfll , l fl m/J A 11r tio11u rs 

6 W EST -t-8 T H TR Elff , N EW Y OR K 36, N. Y. 

Requl'st ratalug11l!s fl} f 11111re Air l'ost A urtions. 



SANABRIA'§ 

AIR PO§T CATALOGUE 

increases you r en joyment of collecting, helps in 

avoiding costly m istakes and widens the col-

lector's horizon. Including free subscription to SS.OD 
coming supplements ······· ···· ···· ·· ························ · post free 

• 
RELIABILITY COURTESY EFFICIENCY and MOD­

ERATE C HARCES have, for many years. been the guid ing 

principles in Sanabria's popular New Issue Service . 

• 
Air stamps of all countries and/or A ll stamps of the Bri t ish 

Commonweal t h and Empire are at regular intervals being 

mailed on an approval basis to an ever increasing number 

of satisfied subscribers. Ask for free booklet w ith full 

particulars to-day. 

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., INC. 
A. MEDAWAR, President 

521 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17 , N. Y. 


