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DR. LEWIS L. REFORD COLLECTION OF 

BRITISH· NORTH AMERICA 
PART II CANADA ONLY 

To be Offered at Auction 

OCTOBER 3, 4, 5, 6, 1950 

The famous Dr. Lewis L. Reford Collection of British 
North America Stamps will be sold in a series of auction 
sales to be held by Harmer, Rooke & Co., Inc., of 560 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 19, N. Y. This collection is known to 
every collector of British North America stamps, as it is 
undoubtedly one of the largest and most valuable to come 
on the market within recent years. 

Much of the material included in the Second Sale is 
of a type seldom offered at auction. It includes a large 
quantity of PENCE and CENTS issues, large and small 
Heads also the rare 1hc on watermarked and the extremely 
rare 2c green ( 1868) on laid paper, Essays and Proofs, Pre­
sentation Booklets, Essays and Proofs of Revenues, Revenue 
Stamps and large Collections of Revenues. 

The Lavishly Illustrated Catalogue of the Second Sale 
Is Now in Preparation 

If your name is not on our Mailing list, write for Free Catalogue to 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
International Stamp Auctioners 

560 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 



38. AUCTION - SALE in ZUitICH 

November 24 to De~e111ber 2!J 1950 

Important properties are sold without any reserve pr ices including : 

A big GENERAL collection .................. (also airstamps) 

Specialized collection HELIGOLAND .. (covers only) 

Specialized collection HAMBURG ...... (Roland Baecker l 

Specialized collection DANZIG .... ...... (Kassner-first 
award Daposta 1937 ) 

Specialized collection CO·LOMBIA ...... (Consul Hermann Span ) 

Illustrated catalogue postfree on request through: 

CORINPHILA Bahnhofstrasse 

76 ZURICH (Switzerland) 
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1. SEREBRAKIAN MOVES TO LARGER QUARTERS 
The wonderful response you have accorded our auctions has 

necessitated this move which gives us larger working space, ad­
ditional offices and additional personnel. 

2. 1st PART OF GREAT SCOTT STAMP & COIN CO. 
STOCK OFFERED AT AUCTION 

So huge , so variegated and so absorbingly interesting is this 
material that it becomes the most significant offering ever presented 
by the Serebrakian Organization. United States material includes 
over l ,000 lots ranging from the rare and scarce to singles, whole­
sale, in thousand quantities. There are hundreds of lots offering 
plate and position blocks ; rare pioneer and flight covers ; autographed 
FD covers signed by U. S. Presidents, Statesmen, etc . Besides, as in 
previous sales , this event includes thousands of other lots consisting 
of RARE singles, Airmails , packets , and collections, etc. Sale takes 
place in October. 

3. HOW TO CET THIS UNUSUAL CATALOGUE 
The demand for the Catalogue of this Great Sale is expected to 

be very big. Unless you have already actively participated in a 
Serebrakian Auction Sale , please hurry your request for your copy 
of the catalogue by using the coupon . Better do it now. 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
220 WEST 87th Street 
New York 24, New York 

Gentlemen : 
Please hurry a copy of your auction catalogue offering the Great Scott Stock. 

D I have been receiving your catalogues in the past. 

D This is my first request for one of you r catalogues. 

Name ........ ... ..... .. ... . ... ..... ... ..... ... .. .......... . .......... .. ...... .. .. . ..... . . 

Address .... ........... .... .... .. ........... .......... ..... .. ..... ........ .. .. .. .. ....... . 

City .... ........ .. . .. ... ............. ... ... ............. .. ... ......... Zone ....... .... . 

State ... .. .... .. ....... .. ... ... . ...... .............................. .. .. ... ..... ... ....... . 
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H EN RY M. GOODKIND, Editor 
Editorial Committee 
WI N THROP S. BOGGS 
HARRISON D. S. HAVERBECK 
E DWI N MUELLER 
ST EPH EN G . RICH 
Editorials 

Television and Stamp Collecting 
Telev ision is th e cu rrent rage in our way 

of l ife . We cann ot im agine anyone not ac­
cepting th is as a fac t. Many in the ranks of 
phila tely seem to think th at thi s is in direct 
compe tition to our hobby. W e have no gauge 
to subs t anti ate or d isprove this idea. R ath er 
it is our purpose to spotlight th e qu estion and 
discuss some of its ra mifica tions. 

Telev ision is di ffe rent from radio in th at 
one must concent ra te upon it. We are among 
those w ho of ten work w ith st amps w hile our 
radio is tu rn ed on. W e cannot do this w ith 
telev ision. Furth erm ore, some tell us th at 
the you ngsters, appro aching th e age when th e 
"stamp collecting bug bites," now instead de­
vo te all the ir attention to H opalong Cas­
sidy and th e oth er pop ul ar melod r amatic 
W esterns. 

For our pa r t , we like to th ink th at stamp 
collect ing has its individ ual fasc in ations to 
which M ilton Berle and the like can offer 
no pe rm anent oppos1t1on. It is our th ought 
that a st amp coll ector can have a television 
set, w hich he uses in moderation, choosing 
an occas ional program to watch. O th er 
ti mes, noth ing can de ter him fro m moun ting 
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some newly acquired st amps. And th e young 
boy, w ho allows television to monopolize all 
of hi s spa re t ime is probably th e type who, 
befo re its ad vent, would never h ave t aken to 
st amps. Spo rts or something else were his 
prefe rence. 

P erh aps th e fa ll acy behind th e r easoning 
th at T . V. is dr aw ing people away from our 
hobby is th e bel ief th at every one is or should 
be a st amp collector. W e h appen to agree 
w ith th ose, wh o hold th a t many conside ring 
th emselves st amp collecto rs, are not. When 
we meet some one w ho mentions he has a 
kindred interes t in st amps w ith us, we al­
w ays inqu ire as to w hat he collects. 

T oo often th e answer is:-
"O h ! I put away a shee t of every new 

U. S. st amp as it comes out. " 
W e do not, in any sense, consider th at 

such a person is a collector. H e is simply 
one of th ose misled by th e wrong advice th at 
his sheets in storage a re an inves tm ent port­
fo lio. H e foolishly thinks th at st amps will 
be better able to pay fo r Junior 's college edu­
cation th an an acco unt in th e Savings B ank 
or an insurance policy. 

But we do not w ish to become sidetracked 
from our topic of television. We do not 
view its g rowth as at the expense of phi­
l ately nor a re we attempting to minimize 
O. V 



EDITORIALS 
television 's mass appeal. We wish to c ite 
one illustration , which we believe is quite 
typical. 

An old philatelic friend has been away 
from us for the past year. This was at­
tributed to his ownership of a television set. 
Recently, he reappeared. We asked him if 
it were true that his absence from th e Club's 
meetings and activities was due to his T. V. 
set. His reply was substantially as this:-

"Yes, that is right. Or rather it was for 
the fe w first months after I got my set. 
Now I only watch it a few hours each week. 
The novelty has worn off. Of course, when 
I came home and turned on my set, I could 
do nothing else." 

"But" he continued, "Ever since I took up 
stamp collecting some yea rs back, I knew th at 
it was with me to st ay. There have been 
and perh aps will be interruptions. But the 
older I grow th e more I become convinced 
that philately is the most enj oyable and use-
268 THE 
ful employment of my leisure time. I think 
of how pathetic my father was after he re­
tired from business because he had no other 
interests. Dad's life for years had been his 
busin ess and week-end golf. When his ad­
vanced age forced him to relinquish both, 
his life seemed to ebb away quickly. And he 
was not what we generally consider old when 
he retired . If and when this will happen to 
me, I expect my st amp interest to prevent 
thi s. And I h ave no illu sions that television 
or something similar can ac t as a substitute." 

Therefo re, it strikes us th a t perhaps for 
some, telev ision m ay serve as a temporary 
distrac tion from st amp collecting. But the 
true st amp lover will never forsake the 
hobby in order to sit in his home night after 
night watching hi s television . Perh aps we 
gave thi s th e wrong title. W e might have 
more ap tly phrased it, "STAMP COL­
LECTI NG AND TELEVISION." 

H.M.G. 
Shou ld We Cive Russia Money? 
.. . An Answer 

The Editorial und er th e above head ing in 
th e May C. C. P . was of particular interest 
to me as Edi tor of a Briti sh weekly stamp 
paper, because I have fou ght that battle with 
my readers. Therefo re, perh aps, my ex­
perience may be of value in the U nited States 
of America. 

Firstly, for the benefit of those who are 
not ed itors nor on the editori a l staff of phila­
telic publications, the custom among many of 
th e Gove rnments of the World is to circu­
la te to editors of papers who desire it not ices 
of new issues, often a ttaching ac tu al speci­
mens of th e st amps. Some of them send in 
add ition first day covers of th e issues. 

Of co urse, it is not only Ru ssian con­
trolled countries th a t perform this phila telic 
se rvice: in one form or anoth er almos t every 
co untry in th e World finds it pays to do this 
small service to phil atelists. I need only in­
st ance th e U. S. A. , Great Britain and Can­
ada to make my point clear. But it is true 
that ce rta in " Iron Curtain" countries have 
brought their philatelic propagand a services 
to a fine art. 

Russi a is the best example. At irregular 
intervals "Mezhdun ared naja Kniga," one of 
C

l\/I oscow's official sto res sends out a list , ac­
comp ani ed by specimens, of anythin g up to 
roo stamps th at have appeared in the period 
of a few weeks-up to a couple of months­
th at has just elapsed. Details in literal and 
picturesque English ( ?) accompany the sets, 
and prices in U . S. dolla rs are subjoined. 

I do not need to give examples of th e 
phraseology; it is on ly too easily recognised 
from th e pro-Russian section of our papers. 
Of th e oth er " Iron-Cu rta in" countries, I 
need only instance Hungary and Czechoslo­
vaki a. (I nd eed I can on ly instance Hungary 
and Czechoslovaki a: my paper has achieved 
th e by-no-means unique distinction of being 
bann ed in Rum ani a and Bulgaria fo r "re­
volting Fasc ist fi lth" and "Neo-fascist and 
capitalist propaganda" ( respectively), w hilst 
Poland has never seen fit to send us anything, 
fo r which relief, much thanks! Whilst Jugo­
slavia-but that is another story, (and not yet 
to be told. ) 

Hunga ry se nd s not only advance notes of 
all new issues, but advance illustrations as 
well, and first day cove rs both from th e Phil­
atelic Agency and from the Hunga rian Con­
gress. P erh aps th at is because the President 
of th at body was an old friend of ou r l ate 
Editor, and for m any years our local co rre­
spondent. Czechoslovakia is a country about 
OLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO. V 
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which I can hardly trust myself to speak. 
I had many friends both before, during and 
after the recent War, and the majority of 
them have di sappeared. Our circulation be­
fore the recent coup was many hundreds of 
copies each week, but now we send one by a 
roundabout route, which we know is copied 
and circulated all round the unh appy coun­
try. But-the Czech Post Office runs a very 
efficient se rvice, both of advance information 
and of first day cove rs ( beautifully produced, 
as is eve rything Czech) with mint sets inside. 

Thus, as you will see, most Iron Curtain 
countries m aintain a very efficient Phila telic 
Agency ( th e prices being in anything but their 
own currencies) . But in that they are not 
unique: so do San Marino, Spain, and other 
co untries th at could be named. 

The offence, as far as I can see, is th at 
th ey offer for sale st amps, the money received 
being used to continu e the present st ate of 
und ecl a red war against th e free peoples of 
the World. But so do th ey offer for sale 
ot her goods, wh ich if we are to be logical, 
should equally be boycott ed. Czechoslovaki a, 
Ru ssia, P oland , Hunga ry all export luxury 
goods, such as - but I had better not adver­
tise their products by naming th em. 

But maybe I have mis read the C. C. P. 
edi tor ial ? Perhaps the writer h as had my 
experience w ith out achi eving the same result? 
I too fe lt th at it was un fa ir to those who 
were fight ing act ively in K orea, in lndo­
Chin a, in Malaya, in Indones ia, and in­
ac tively (physically only) in every oth er 
coun try of th e World to adver tise th e beau­
tiful stamps put ou t by th eir enemies. 

Accordi ngly, in an Editorial I announced 
that I wo uld cease to publish deta ils of such 
issues. The response was immediate and 
surprising. L etters poured in by th e hun­
dred from readers who sa id they would never 
collect " Iron C urtain" issues, but reminded 
me that it is the duty of a newspaper to re­
co rd the news, and if I omitted th e new 
issues from countries I disliked politically I 
was opening th e gate for oth er ed itor s to do 
likewise, but from the oth er slant. "Thus," 
wrote one reade r , "Must I find ou t which 
st am p paper is L ef t Wing or Right Wing 
before I buy it? H eaven forbid!" 

Another dozen or so re aders reminded me 
th at only by giving full information-offi­
cially inspi red-{'.o uld I help them to decide 
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what was official and ·what was not. They 
instanced the flood of mainly bogus issues 
from the Far East after the War, which im­
posed on collectors because nobody knew any­
thing about them. They might have equally 
well instanced the flood of muck that is pour­
ing from Communist China, nine tenths of 
which I am convinced sees the inside of no 
Post Office, but is printed to sell to collectors. 

These many letters ( there were of course 
a goodly company who approved my action 
wholeheartedly, but editors never like agree­
ment : they thrive on opposition) made me 
think, and I decided th at a new angle could 
be used , whereby this postal paper was 
chronicled but my conscience was salved. All 
Iron Curtain st amps a re chronicled in the 
pages of my paper, but I reserve to myself 
the right to make what description I like of 
their subj ect and th e qu ality of their print­
ing. 

Thus if it is funnier to print the exact 
tr anscription of th e Russian " handout" I do 
so. "Democratic anti-fascist hero-poet" 
me ans just th a t much more th an :-"Born 
1850, died 1924. Imprisoned for his Anti­
Czarist views and produced " three books of 
poetry entitled " D own with Czar," "Up with 
Czarina," and " I revolt! " 

Thus Hungarian workers in a "Workers 
U nite" se t issued on May rst a re described 
as "W av ing fists in an uniting manner," or 
Czech worke rs "ave rt th eir faces from a 
colossal red fl ag." 

C hildish ? Maybe! But it is a imed at 
r a ising the one thing th at no fana tic can 
st and ; healthy laughter. If you can l augh 
at a thing, you cannot fear it, and at present 
th e W orld is fa r too much afraid of the 
Russian bogey to see the fumbling peasant 
behind him, and laugh at his pretensions to 
be an all powerful Nation. 

My colours are n ailed to the mast: I am 
already proscribed by the " D aily Worker," 
and no doub t am "on th e list " of intellectu als 
"whose mind s cannot be re-oriented along 
Communist lines ." But I do not mind , and 
I r ecommend to E ditors who want to chroni­
cle everything th at comes, but do not want 
th eir pages to be the me ans of buying for 
Russia th e loyalties of some more venal po­
liticians or dockers, to adopt the "Walker 
Plan" (Eve ryone has plans these days ; why 
may not I?) 
O. V 
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C hronicle the Iron C urtain stamps by all 
means, even illu strate them, but do so with 
a he althy grin on your face, and leave it to 
the good taste of your readers whether they 
buy it or not. They won't! If you sup­
press information a whispering campaign 
which the Comm unists do so well will start 
among collectors th at "So and so will be 
good: only fifty thousand sold: let you m 
on th e g round floor ," and so on and so 
for th . 

M ay I end with an anecdote that has 
nothing to do wi th st amps, but h as the merit 
of being completely true? (The Editor will 
cut this if he is short of space) .* In 1942 
the Artillery world was convulsed by the 
news of the new Russian t ac tical handling 
of th e a rtillery, w hich was fast proving the 
answer to th e Panzer attack. At th e urgent 
request of the Allied Chiefs of Staff a senior 
Ru ssian a rtillery office r was invited to lecture 
to th e assembl ed " Brass" in E ngland on the 
Russian tactical handling of th e artillery. He 
delivered an impress ive lecture, illust rated by 
many slides and much use of the blackboard , 
wh ich was interpreted into English by a 
yo ung and highly efficient young Colonel 
whose E nglish had a strong G lasgow accent 
(Sco tti sh). Everyone was du ly impressed. 

The General was then invited to watch a 
shoot by th e first ( highly experimental) 
"Army Group Roy al Artillery," which was a 
collecti on of r egiments of ar tillery from field 
to heavies, w hich wo rked under one com­
mand . O ur shoot was quite effective, but 
the old boy did not seem at all interested 
until th e evening when I produced some 
vodka in th e mess ( I was Mess Secretary, 
and w in es and sp irits came in my province: 
how I got thi s vodka was nobody's business 
except my own ) . H e set out (well prompt­
ed ) to ge t drunk as fas t as he cou ld, and 
w hen he was ve ry drunk-and his interpreter 
was dead to the world-one of our officers 
w ho had been in Russia, and was a fluent 
Russian speaker, se t out to get some sense 
out of him. It tr anspired th at all hi s lec­
ture was so much poppy-cock. When a Rus-

*Too good to be omitted . (Editor). 
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sion Artillery Army went into action all they 
did was to point the muzzles of the guns 
on a compass bearing and set the same range 
on their pieces. Th ey th en went on firing 
until th ey ran out of ammunition or th e 
enemy werr out of range. That was all there 
was to it. Our fumblin g technique was four 
centuries late r than the Russian , ye t the 
" Brass " at the top believed th at th e Russians 
had the answer. W e sent in a report, but 
undoubted ly it got pigeon-holed, though we 
did notice that the General was recalled very 
suddenly a day or so la ter. 

Nothing to do with stamps ? Well, don't 
say I didn't wa rn you! 

Antony Walker 

ANTONY WALKER, D.S. 0., F. R. P. S. L., 
and a member of th e Collectors Club, was 
the youngest Editor of a se rious philatelic 
publication when he took over "S tamp Col­
lecting" in 1949. He had worked before as 
Assistant under D. B. Armstrong. His page 
of commen t und er the motto of "Ubique" 
( L at in for "Everywhere," and the motto of 
the Royal Artillery in which he served for 
seven years 1939-1946) is a popular feature 
in Bri tish st amp journalism. He acts as 
philatelic correspondent for a British daily 
pape r, and is very proud of the fac t that he 
has "made" th e fro nt page regularly in six 
months since he st arted. He believes in 
stamp-coll ectors being agg ress ive towards 
their detractors, and lives up to his profes­
sions. 

A coll ector of th e stamps of Greece, 
among other cou ntries, he gets little time for 
stamps nowadays, since he is President of 
two Societies and a Federation (of 19 Socie­
ti es), and talks about stamps twice or th ree 
times a week to Societies all over Britain 
dur ing the Season (September to May). 

Lives in London (England) and wishes he 
lived in the cou ntry. Has never been in th e 
U . S. A., th ough served w ith the Americans 
in 19+5 in th e Far East. H opes to remedy 
this gap in his ed ucation soon, perhaps next 
year after CAPEX. 
OLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO. V 



MONTENEGRO 

T he Establ ishment of t he Posta l Service and the 

First Issue of Postage Stamps 

By EDWIN MUELLER 
Introduction 

There seem to be two reasons for the un­
popularity of a country; too many or too few 
rare stamps. Montenegro belongs obviously 
in the second category. There is only one 
main catalog number which can be consid­
ered a rarity, as it is priced higher than a 
hundred dollars. All the other 126 main 
catalog numbers, added together, catalog less 
than ten dollars , and the whole country ex­
cept the one rare stamp may be available for 
less th an $s.oo, an amount even a schoolboy 
cou ld manage to amass. Neverthel ess, or 
just for that reason, Montenegro belongs 
among the unpopular countries. Greatly 
contributing to this fact is th e lack of phila­
telic literature dealing with the country. 

Jo monograph was ever written , no sui t able 
specialized cat alog ever published. When we 
search through the thou sands of volumes of 
philatelic magazines, published during th e 
seventy-five years since th e first postage 
stamps of Montenegro were issued, we find 
that very little has been written about 
Montenegro. The las t articles of any im­
portance were publ ished more than forty 
years ago and contain many erroneous and 
misleading statements. ( 1 ) A small brochure, 
published almost twenty years ago ( 2 ), adds 
nothing new to the meager knowledge about 
postal history, stamps and postmarks of 
"Montenegro. The authors of these articles 
and also all catalogs are in disagreement 
concerning fundamental data, even in regard 
to the printing method and th e paper used, 
the so-called "secret marks," th e year of issue 

1 Charles J. Phil li ps ("Stanl ey Gibbons Monthly 
Journal," 1907 ), A. Reinheimer ("Der Philatelist," 
r908) and Hugo H artmann ("Der Phil atelist," 1909). 

2 G eo rge Brunel ( 1926}. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELrST, VOL. XXIX, N
of the various printings, the opening ot th e 
post offices and many minor details. A col­
lector who starts specializing Montenegro 
will usually get confused by the conflicting 
statements and will soon give up. Only real 
students will find that Montenegro is just 
the field in which highly satisfying philatelic 
resea rch can be pursued. The task is not an 
easy one as almost no documentary evidence 
has ever been published. Material from the 
early yea rs of the use of stamps is scarce and 
cove rs from th e first five years are rarities. 

l\!Iontenegro had close relations with Aus­
tria-Hunga ry and, in th e early years of its 
postal se rvice, was entirely dependent upon 
its great neighbor. All stamps this little 
country ever issued were printed at the 
Austrian State Printing Works at Vienna and 
postal rules and regulations were modeled 
accord ing to those of Austria. During our 
sea rch in th e a rchives of the Austrian Postal 
Administration and other governmental ar­
chives in Vienna we were lucky to find a 
number of documents which shed new light 
on the establishment of the postal service in 
Montenegro and th e history and manufacture 
of the first st amps of that country. Some of 
these documents were published by us in Ger­
man more than twenty years ago( 3 ), but the 
importance of the new data contained in that 
publication was not realized due to the lack 
of American interest in Montenegro and it 
resulted in no echo in the English-language 
philatelic literature . These documents, en­
riched by a great number of others yet un­
published , as well as hitherto unrecorded ma­
terial on proofs and a study made of the 
st amps themselves a re used in the following 
article which should form the basis of a 

3 "Die Postmarke," 1929, page Io et seq. 
O. V 



MONTENEGRO'S FIRST POSTAGE STAMPS 
monograph of the interesting stamps of Mon­
tenegro. The facts as found in the docu­
ments and in the philatelic material are 
st ated as such, without unnecessary polemical 
discussions about the wrong data published 
by previous authors. It rests with the in­
terested collector, himself, to compare; and 
with the catalog editor to correct erroneous 
data. 

It should be remembered that Montenegro 
used the Julian calendar which, compared 
with our Gregorian calendar, was twelve 
(s ince 1900 thirteen) days slow, which fact 
accounts for the differences in date on post­
marks and documents. 

Montenegro's History 

The history of Montenegro is a very old 
one. Already in the Middle Ages, the 
chroniclers speak of the " La'nd of the Black 
Mountains," the translation of the coun­
try 's name, which is Crna Gora in the native 
Serbian tongue. It was called Kara Dagh, 
which means the same, by the Turkish rulers , 
who claimed sovereignty of the country. The 
little count ry, almost inaccessible in the 
mountains on the Adriatic coast, between 
Dalmatia and Albania, was inhabited by 
small farmers and shepherds with a great 
love for liberty. They were Christians, which 
fact made them hate even more the Turkish 
rulers, who were Mohammedans. First 
mentioned as a principality in 1389, when it 
was part of Serbia, it fell in 1515 under 
theocratic rule by a bishop, again to become 
a principality in 1699. 

The house of Njegush, which from now on 
ruled the country, is first mentioned in 1696. 
The members of the Njegush family led the 
population of the country in numerous fights 
against the Turkish oppressors. Prince 
Danilo I , who reigned from 1851 to 1860, 
in which year he was assass inated , in 1852 
waged a successful war against the Turks 
who claimed th a t Montenegro belonged to 
their empire. In 1858, Danilo obtained rec­
ognition of the borders of the country. He 
was followed in 1860 by his nephew Nicho­
las I , better known under his nickname 
"N ikita." He led an unsuccessful war 
against the Turks in 1862 and only the in­
tervention of the great powers saved his 
country from complete annihilation . But in 
1876, the Montenegrins again took up arms 
THE C
against the Turks and succeeded in captur­
ing the important coastal strip with the pons 
of Antivari (Bar) and Dulcigno (Ulcinj) . 
In the treaty of Berlin ( i878), Monte­
negro received definitely this addit ional ter­
ritory and the guaranty of its full inde­
pendence with the great powers as pro­
tectors. In 1880, border corrections brought 
Montenegro additional territory which in­
creased its size to 3,255 square miles. The 
population at that time was not much over 
250,000, of which more than 80 % were il­
literate . The capital, Cetinje, founded in 
I 490, had less than .sooo, the largest town, 
Podgorica, 8000 inhabitants. 

Then followed 3.5 years of peaceful devel­
opment, but the population remained on a 
primitive standard of living, depending on 
their goats and sheep to supply them with 
food and clothing. In 1910, Prince Nicholas 
proclaimed himself King and in 1912, the new 
Kingdom joined the other Balkan States in 
the victorious war against the Turkish Em­
pire, increasing the territory of the country 
to 3,630 sq. mi. In 1914, Montenegro joined 
the alliance against Austria-Hungary and 
Germany. It was overrun in 1916 by Austro­
H ungarian troops, and King Nicholas fled to 
Italy, never to return. In 1918, after the 
dissolution of th e Austro-Hungarian Mon­
archy, Montenegro was incorporated into the 
newly created state of J ugoslavia, of which 
it is still a part. 

The Establishment of the 
Postal Service 

The conditions prevailing in Montenegro 
until the middle of the 19th century did not 
warrant th e es t abli shment of a post al service. 
The co rrespondence of the population, to a 
large percentage illiterate and on a primi­
tive living standa rd , would not have sus­
tained a domestic mail service. The infre­
quent messages exch anged among the popu­
lation were usually forwarded by occasional 
travellers. The lack of commerce made also 
a foreign mail service unnecessary. The few 
let ter s to foreign countries, mostly sent by 
the princely family , members of the govern­
ing circles or foreigners, were brought by 
messengers to the next foreign po~ t office and 
mailed there. Almost all mail of this kind 
went through the Austrian post office at the 
port of Cattarn (Dalmati a), where a moun-
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tai n road from Cetin je h ad its termin al. But 
some letters may also have been forwarded 
by way of th e port of A ntiva ri, at th at t ime 
on Turkish territo ry, wh ere a Turkish as 
w ell as an Austri an post office existed. The 
shi ps of the A ustr ian Lloyd stopped at C a t­
taro as well as a t Antivar i and took care of 
th e mail fro m th ere. 

T he firs t steps to imp rove th e communica­
t ions in th e little country seem to h ave 
st a rted in 1869. In th at year , th e p rivate 
sec retary of P rince N icholas , J ohann Sun­
rlecic, cont acted th e A ustri an P rovincial 
P ostal Adm ini str at ion for D alm ati a a t Z ara 
and, af ter some negot ia tions, a kind of un­
official post al treaty was conclu ded. L etter s 
ad d ressed to l\1 ontenegro we re charged with 
th e domestic A us tri an lette r postage of 5kr. 
and bro ught from Ca ttaro by messenge rs to 
Ce tin je, where pr iva te means were used fo r 
d istribution, because a domestic post al se rv­
ice still did not ex ist. Austri a, for political 
reasons, tried to promote th e cont ac ts w ith 
l\1ontenegro. It w as cl amo ring fo r th e fa vo r 
of thi s and oth er Balkan co untri es, competing 
w ith Ru ss ia, w hich to ga in th e favo r of th e 
littl e country, in 1870 in st all ed the first tele­
graph communicat ions in th e princip ality. In 
187 1 , an Austri an pos t al clerk was sent to 
Cet in je to supe rvise th e acceptance and de­
live ry of mail by way of Catt aro, and ea rly 
in th e same year fo rm al steps we re t aken fo r 
th e es t ablishment of a national post al se rvice. 
Fo r thi s purpose, Prince N icholas sent Secre­
ta ry Sund ecic to V ienna to confer w ith th e 
A ustri an gove rnm ent conce rning help fo r the 
establishment of a pos tal service in th e coun­
t ry and the cone! us ion of a pos tal treaty w ith 
A ustri a-Hunga ry. The Austr ian Gove rn­
ment promised th e requested help and re­
fe rred Sundecic to the M ini stry of Com­
me rce, to which th e Austri an P ostal Admin­
ist ra ti on was subord in a ted . In agreement 
with th e Hunga r ian P os tal Ad minist ration, 
th e necessa ry steps we re to be t aken to have 
th e 'A' ishes ·of P rince N icholas fulfilled, be­
ca use Austri a, fo r r easons of polit ical ex­
ped iency, wanted to gain mo re influence in 
the affa irs of th e li tt le cou ntry on its south ­
e rn -most bo rder. 

T he A ust r ian P ostal Ad minist ra ti on was 
wonde r ing how to handle th e matter. Th is 
was not, as in simil ar cases, simply th e sign­
ing of a post al treaty w ith anothe r post al 
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administr ation. Ne ither a post al administra­
tion, nor a post al se rvice, nor even post of­
fices ex isted in Montenegro . To simplify 
matte rs it was thought bes t to delegate the 
Provincial Postal Administration at Zara, 
which had already previously dealt w ith mat­
te rs conce rning mail to and from M onte­
negro, to work out th e agreement, leaving to 
th e M inist ry of Commerce only the fin al con­
sent. The director of th e Z a ra P ostal Ad­
ministra t io n, Adolf Ritte1· von L ama, and 
a lso th e Priva te Secret a ry of Prince N icho­
las, J ohann Sundecic, met shortly th ereafte r 
and in seve ral conferences laid down a post al 
trea ty, which was signed at Z ar a on M ay 25, 
r87 1 by von L ama as delegate of th e Austro­
H unga ri an Government and by Sundecic as 
delegate of th e Government of Montenegro. 
This treaty had 39 par ag raphs, which dealt 
with almost all branches of th e post al se rv­
ice . L etters, newspapers, pr in ted m att er, 
sam ples, m oney orders, money letters, money 
pac kages, regular packages, incl. C. 0. D . 
shipm ents, we re to be exch anged between 
th e t wo countries. This was to be done by 
es t abli shin g a regul a r mail ro ute from 
C etinje to Ca ttar o, by w hich route all mail 
w as to be exchanged. The maximum w eight 
for lette rs, newspaper s, printed m atter and 
sa mples was 1 S lo th ( i Yi ounces), for par­
cels io po un ds, th e highest amount for money 
o rders and money letter s 100 guld en. R eg­
istration and S pecial D elive ry we re per­
mitted and R et urn R eceipt s could be re­
quested. The rates we re id entical to the 
Austri an domes tic r ates, except for letters, 
fo r which th e rate was 7kr. instead of 5kr. 
for each loth (Y, ounce ) . But for lette rs to 
or from th e district of Catt a ro (compr is ing 
th e Post Offices a t Budu a, C astellas tu a, 
Castelnu ovo, Catta ro, K amenari , P er asto, 
P erzagno, Risano and Suttvara), th e r e­
duced r ate of 5kr. w as charged. Special 
pa ragraphs regul ated offi cial co r respondence 
betwee n th e two coun tries fo r which no 
post age was charged, as well as th e mail in 
t ransit th rough Austri a- Hunga ry to and 
fro m Montenegro. Such mail was to be 
handled in th e same w ay as if it we re mail ed 
to or fro m A ustri a or Hunga ry itself. T here 
we re in tr icate prov1s1ons as to how th e 
pos ta l fees should be d ivi ded between th e 
two cou ntries; for example, of th e fee fo r 
lett e rs five-seve nths we re to go to A ustri a 
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and two-seventh s to M ontenegro ; of th e fee 
for printed matter and samples, three-fifths 
to Austri a and two-fifth s to Montenegro, and 
simil a rly fo r th e other fees . 

It was agreed th at thi s post al treaty 
should come into force on S eptem ber 1, 1871. 
This was hi ghly optimistic because th e fi r st 
ac tu al steps fo r th e es t abli shment of a post al 
serv ice in Mon teneg ro we re t aken only af ter 
signing of th e treaty. As th e necessa ry equip­
m ent and mater ial , including pos tage stamps, 
postal forms and postmarks could not be pro­
duced in th e country-incidentally, th e Gov­
ernment lacked th e fun ds to pay for th em­
Prince N icholas again approached th e Aus­
tr ian Gove rnment w ith th e requ es t that it 
prov id e all necessary mate ri al, at th e same 
tim e asking th at th e effecti ve da te of th e 
post al treaty be postponed. The A ustri an 
Gove rnment, which had al ready taken th e 
necessa ry steps fo r r a ti fica tion of th e treaty, 
cancelled all prepar ations and inst r ucted th e 
M ini ste r of Commerce to conduct furth er 
negoti a tions. The Z ara P ostal Adm inis tra­
tion was aga in commission ed with this t ask 
and w as requested on Jun e 8, 1872, to pro­
duce a List of all equipment and materi al 
necessary for th e es tablishment of th e post al 
se rvice in Montenegro . A s ea rly as Jun e 
17, 1872, th e Z ar a P ostal Administr ation 
fo r wa rded an extensive list , containing eve ry­
thing from th e signs outsid e th e post offices 
to th e weighing scales, cloc ks, safes, pos t­
marks and postage stam ps, needed fo r th e 
pos tal se rvice in M ontenegro. In an accom­
panying letter , it was st ated th at Prince 
N icholas hoped th at all th ese items would be 
·provid ed f r ee of charge, to help th e poo r 
co unt ry of which he w as th e ruler. Alth ough 
this indicated quite clea rly th at no payment 
co uld be expected-and as fa r as we could 
c. sce rtain , M ontenegro neve r paid for th ese 
and many oth er items provid ed by th e A us­
tri an Gove rnment- th e political conside r a­
t ions we re strong enough to ove rlook thi s 
point and, neve rth eless, to proceed. O n July 
l, 1872, the prelimin ary o rde rs fo r the manu­
factur e of th e needed postage stamps, post­
marks, forms , etc. we re given. It took six 
month s before the Min is te r of Commerce 
could repo rt th at th e m anu facture of all ma­
te rial had been so fa r advanced th at th e 
openin g of th e post al se rvice in Monteneg ro 
could be expected in th e nea r futu re. On 
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J anu ary 29, 1873, th e Ministry of Fo reign 
Affa irs gave its approval to th e treaty, but 
th e necessa ry ra t ification by both houses of 
th e Austri an P arli ament met difficulties, 
w hich pos tponed r atifi cation until A p1·il 2 , 

187 3. The trea ty was signed by th e Austr ian 
Gove rnment on May 27, 187 3 and publis hed 
in th e Postal Bullet in on J u ne 11, 187 3. No 
new effective da te was set fo r th e t reaty, 
th is to be an nounced later. 

In the meanti me all mater ial and equip­
ment w hich h ad been requested fo r th e es­
t ablishment of th e post al se rvice had been 
provid ed and was ready fo r shipment. O n 
May 23, 187 3, th e Za ra P ostal Ad min is t ra­
tion w as so in fo rmed and was r equested to 
ask th e Monteneg rin Gove rnment to se t a 
date on which th e postal t reaty should com e 
int o fo rce. But now Montenegro seemed to 
be in no hu r ry and although all materi al was 
deli ve red in Novem ber 1873 to th e newly es­
t abli shed Monteneg rin P ostal A dmini str a­
ti on, onl y on 1111 arc h 24, 1874 did it indicate 
th at it w as ready to open th e post al se rvice 
on April 15 o r May 1, 1874, and to put th e 
post al t rea ty in fo rce at th e .same time. Con­
sequ ently, th e Austri an Ministry of Com­
merce set th e open ing date for Ma y l , 1874, 
and o rd ered th e necessa ry publica tions. The 
postal se rvice was actu ally opened on th e 
given date; th e fi rst and only post office, in 
Cf'l in je, st arted to operate th e same day, 
isrning the fi rs t stam ps, and th e mail ro u te 
f rom C etin je to Ca l lar o also started to f unc­
ti ~n. It seems not entirely clear w heth er th e 
May I da te w as computed by the Jul ian or 
th e G rego ri an calend ar. In th e fo rmer case, 
th e ac tu al openin g would h ave been on May 
12 by our calend a r, in th e latter case the 
" fir st day" on th e pos tm arks, w hich were 
run by th e Juli an calend ar, wo uld have been 
Apr il 19. In any case, M onteneg ro had 
now joi ned th e fa mily of nations which h ad 
th eir own pos tal se rvice and th ei r own post­
age st amps. It had been th e las t independent 
cou nt ry in Eu rope w ith out a post al se rvice. 

T he newly es t ablished post al ad minist ra­
tion of .Montenegro d id not pa rt1c1pate in 
the confe rences which led to th e es t ablish­
ment of the Un iv ersal P os tal Union , which 
a t that t ime was called Gener al Postal 
U ni on . Bu t af ter th e gener al post al t reaty 
was signed , Mon ten egro became the firs t 
cou ntry to apply for membe rship and was th e 
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first co untry to be admitted to the Union , 
before the convention came into force on 
July I, 1875. 

The First Postage Stamps 

Soon after the conclu sion of the post al 
tre aty in 1872, th e Austrian Ministry of 
Commerce took the necessary steps to provide 
postage stamps for the postal service to be 
established in l\!Iontenegro. Secretary Sun­
decic had presented a drawing of the design 
for the proposed stamps and also a list of the 
denominations and quantities needed. Noth­
ing is now known about this drawing, as it 
does not seem to have been prese rved and · 
the artist who made it is not mentioned in 
th e files . But it is quite probable that the 
design eventually used for the stamps closely 
resembled this drawing. It had been decided 
to use the Austrian currency for payments in 
the postal service of Montenegro and there­
fore the Austrian "N eukreuzer," in the na­
tive language called " N ovcica," was adopted 
and also used on the stamps. There were 
to be seven valu es, 2n , 3n, 5n, 7n , ion, 1 5n 

. and 25n . The 2n was needed for printed 
matter and samples, as well as additional 
value (3n + 2n=5n, 5n + 2n=7n) , Jn for 
local letters, foreign printed matter and as 
additional value, 5n for domestic letters and 
letters to the district of Cattaro, 7n for let­
ters to Austri a- Hungary, ran for double­
weight domestic letters, for registration and 
return receipt fees, r5n for foreign letters 
and for the special delivery fee, and 25n for 
registered foreign letters and heavy. ship­
ments. The requested quantities were 30,000 
copies of 7n, 20,000 copies each of 2n and 
5n, 10,000 copi es each of 3n, rnn and 1 5n, 
and 5,000 cop ies of 25n , altogether ro5,ooo 
sta1f!.ps. 

On July I, 1872, the Ministry of Com­
merce asked the Austrian State Printing 
Works, which were the printers of all Aus­
trian stamps and also had previously sup­
plied, in 1866, st amps for the other Slavic 
neighbor in the South , Serbia; whether they 
could provide postage stamps in the design of 
th e drawing and requested an · est im ate of 
the printing costs of the need ed quantities. 
The State Printing Works answered on July 
7, r872, th at the job could be done, but th at 
it would take three months before delivery 
cou ld be made. It was stated th at the 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO
engraving of the head of th e Prince as well 
as manufacture of the printing plates would 
take some time, making an earlier delivery 
impossible. About the costs, the amount of 
280 gulden was given for the preparations 
and the manufacture of the printing plates 
and 86 _qulden (incl. 17 Y, gulden for the pa­
per) for th e actual printing of the 105,000 
stamps. 

In the meantime, the inquiries about the 
costs of the other equipment and material 
which was needed had been concluded and 
on August 17, r872, the result was com­
municated to the Z ara Postal Administration, 
requesting them to get the definite approval 
of the .Montenegrin authorities. It took a 
couple of months before this was accom­
plished an.d only on November 14, r872, could 
the Ministry of Commerce proceed with the 
preparations for the printing of the postage 
stamps. On that date, the State Printing 
Works were instructed to start the work and 
submit proofs for the postage stamps as soon 
as possible. At the same time, the denomina­
tions and quantities were fixed , as had been 
requested by Secretary Sundecic. As to col­
ors, the same ones were selected as for the 
corresponding Austrian stamps, with lilac for 
~he additional 7n value. 

The State Printing Works started oper­
a ting immediately and delivered proofs for 
the stamps late in r872. The Ministry of 
Commerce sent them to the Zara Postal Ad­
ministration with instructions to forward 
them to Prince Nicholas with a request for 
his approval. This again took four months 
and only in April, r87 3 were the proofs re­
turned , after the Prince had approved them. 
The State Printing Works were now ordered 
to proceed immediately with the printing and 
to deliver the ordered quantities as soon as 
possible. A s early as May 23, r87 3, the 
Ministry of Commerce informed the Z ara 
Postal Administration that the State Print­
ing Works had delivered the requested quan­
tities of post age stamps. As all other equip­
ment and material had been ready for de­
livery for some time , the Montenegrin Postal 
Admini stration was urged to put the postal 
tre aty in force without further delay. There 
seems to have been further delay, possibly 
because the Austrian Government tried in 
vain to get payment of the costs (up to that 
time 579gld 15kr) before delivery. Finally, 
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m N ove mber 187 J, all the equipm en t and 
material including the 105 ,000 postage 
stamps and three postmark s, w ere delivered 
to the Montenegrin authorities. It took 
half a yea r more before the treaty was pu t 
into for ce and the postage stamps issu ed . 
The fi rst day of issu e w as May l, 1874, but 
we do not know wh ether th e Grego rian or 
th e Julian calend ar was used and , th erefore, 
th e fi rst day postm arks we re dated ei th er 
" 19/ 4 74" (April 19, 1874) o r "1 / 5 74" 
( M ay l, 1874 ), corresponding to May I 

and M ay 12 respectively of our calend ar. 
Stamps with cancell a tions f rom th e first 
month s of use a re ra re. Therefo re the fact 
th at w e h ave never seen a st amp dated in 
April 187 4 does not seem sufficient ground s 
for est ablishing with certainty th e exact date 
on w hich th e st amps w ere issued. 

Although the philatelic public had been in­
fo rmed th at Montenegro was going to issue 
postage st amps, there seems to h ave been no 
philatelic infiu ence in the creation, sale and 
use of th ese first st amps and th e mercenary 
motive domin ant for some later printings and 
issues, seems to have been entirely absent. 
In all th e best sense of th e w ord , th e fi r st 
issue of Montenegro can be considered a 
classic issu e. 

The Manufacture of the Postage 
Stamps 

The few a rticles w ritten about Montene­
gro and the cat alogs based on thi s meager re­
search contain so many qu estion able state­
ments and unproven opinions about th e manu­
f act ure of th e first post age st amps of Monte­
neg ro th at w e h ave to begin from sc ratch to 
avoid th e mist akes made by previous auth ors. 
The fac t th at the st amps had been printed 
by th e Austri an State Printing W orks proves 
helpful as th e know ledge of th e methods 
used th ere, acquired in studying Austri an 
st amps, can be applied quite properly to th e 
stamps of M ontenegro. From th e execution 
of th e origin al die to th e manufacture of the 
printing pl ates and to th e ac tu al printing of 
th e st amps, th e same methods we re used 
which th e student of Austri an st amps know s 
from th e official Austrian fil es and from th e 
study of th e st amps of Austria. In the case 
of th e M ontenegro stamps, we h ave especially 
good help and guid ance fr om a contemporary 
Austri an issue, w hich was produced at about 
THE C
th e same time as th e fi rst stamps of Monte­
negro, namely th e fi rst Austrian T elegraph 
stam ps of 1873. In m any r espects, there are 
simil a rities between th e two issues. The 
findings we published fifteen yea r s ago about 
th e history and manu facture of th e Austr ian 
T elegraph st amps( 4 ) w ill in more ways th an 
one help to answe r th e questions w hich a rise 
wh en we t ry to solve th e problems of the 
fi rst Montenegro st amps. 

It is known from th e fi les th at th e original 
die for th e Monteneg ro st amps had been 
engraved fo r recess-print ing, f rom a d raw­
ing by an unknown a rti st. A few yea rs ago, 
a proof fr om this die was sold in a New 
York auction and we are able to publish a 
picture of it . This recess-printed die proof, 
in dark vi olet on ivo ry ca rd , 150 x 90 mm. , 
shows th e head of Prince N icholas in a laurel 
w reath , th e fra me lines and co rner o rn a­
ments as on th e issued st amps, but it has 
bl ank spaces fo r th e t abl ets on th e fo ur sides 
in w hich th e in sc riptions were to be inse rted. 
The head of th e Prince is a very fi ne en­
grav ing which is only partly r evealed by th e 
enl a rged pict ure we h ave add ed. The sim i­
larity in the wo rk leads us to th e conclusion 
th at the engraving was the wo rk of Prof. 
L ouis J acoby of V ienna, w ho fo ur years 
ea rlie r had engraved a head of E mpe ro r 
Franz J oseph I w hich was fir st used for 
Austri an T eleg raph st amps ( 1873) and one 
yea r late r fo r Austri an R evenue stamps. 
P rof. J acoby was at th at tim e constantly em­
ployed by the State Printing W orks fo r work 
of thi s kind and it is th erefo re quite probable 
th at he also engraved th e head of P r ince 
N icholas fo r th e st amps of Montenegro. 

Several auth ors and even some catalogs 
mainta in th at the first issue of M ontenegro 
h ad been lith ographed. But r efe rences in th e 
official fil es as well as checking of th e st amps 
th emse lves leave no doubt th at th ey we re 
t ypograph ed . The firs t Austri an T elegraph 
Stamps of 1873 we re also gener ally consid­
ered to be lith og raphed until we were able to 
prove fi fteen yea rs ago th at they we re typo­
g raph ed. Some catalogs and auth ors who 
base th eir " resea rch" on old lite r ature, still 
make th e same w rong claim. It seems to 
be fos tered by th e coa rse appear ance of the 
st amps, which is ve ry simila r to th a t of the 
first M ontenegrin st amp s. The fact that m 

'"D ie P ostmarke," 1935-36, page 73 et seq. 
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Fig. 1. * Recess-printed Die Proof from the en­
graved original die. (Courtesy of B. Homan, 
New York) . 

both cases the original die was engraved for 
recess-printing, while the actual printing 
plates were for typography, suggests that a 
similar method of manufacture was used for 
the printing plates. When we studied the 
Austrian Telegraph stamps, it was a most 
difficult problem to determine how, from an 
engraved die , printing material for typogra­
phy could be produced. Several printing ex­
perts told us at that time that it could not be 
done, but eventually an old printer of the 
State Printing Works led us upon th e right 
path . He described a process, called "Gold 
Etching," which he remembered as having 
been used from time to time in the State 
Printing Works to convert a plate for re·­
cess-printing into a plate for typography. 
Later we found that Dr. Stephan K oczynski 
in his monumental monograph concerning the 
Austrian R even ue Stamps ( 5 ) had mentioned 

*For illustration, this Die Proof was trimmed at 
the sides. The actual size is I 50 mm. x 90 mm. 

5 Dr. Stephan Koczynski : "Die Geschichte der 
Stempelmarken in Oesterreich," printed and published 
by the Austrian State Printing Works ( 1924). 
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Fig. 3 . Enlarged designs of the recess-printed 
and typographed die proofs. 

the "Gold Etc/ting" process and had de­
scribed it as follows: "The Method of Gold 
Etching is used to convert a plate for re­
cess-pr inting into a plate which can be used 
for typography. This is done by filling all 
recessed parts of the copner plate with gold 
and applying an etching process, which re­
moves the copper but leaves the gold intact. 
The etching is continued until the gold shows 
sufficient relief, then by galvanoplasty the 
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Fig. 2 . Typographed Die Proof from the second­
ary die of the 2Sn value. (Courtesy of B. 
Homan, New York). 
necessary printing plates can be produced." 
As can be seen, th e "Gold Etching" process 
is a rather simple but unu sual process for 
manufacturing printing plates and we doubt 
w heth er it was used by oth er printing es tab­
lishments for th e manufacture of stamp. 
pr inting pl ates. Never th eless we can be quite 
sure that th e dies for th e seven values of th e 
first Montenegro issue were produced in this 
way. This also accounts for the rather 
coarse appearance of th e printed stamps, as 
the process na tur ally tends to coarsen the 
fi ~~ lines and to el imin ate th ose subtle differ­
ences in the engr aving w hich usually make 
engravings supe rior to typogr aphed prints. 

Die pro ofs of th e seven values, as men­
tioned in th e fi les and presented late in I 872 
THE C
to Prince N icholas for his approval, seem to 
have soon come into private hands. In th e 
description of th.e famous essay collection of 
111 artin Schroeder (Leipzig) , th e die proofs 
of all seven values as well as an additional 
proof on colored paper are mentioned. A set 
of the seven die proofs was sold a few years 
ago in New York and we are able to picture 
the highes t value. These die proofs are typo­
graphed on white to yellowish w hite pieces 
of paper, 95 x I JS mm. , and a re printed in 
almost the same colors in which the stamps 
themselves were later issued. 

When we try to reconstruct the manner in 
wh ich the printing plat es were de rived from 
the o rigin al die , we have to consider several 
possib iliti es; howeve r, our knowledge of the 
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method s of th e Austri an State Printing 
W orks conside r ably red uces th ese possibili­
ties, eventu ally leaving one probable se­
qu ence of 'working processes, which we can 
accept as quite definite. The fir st step was 
to obtain a matrix (Matt- ix I ) from th e 
origin al die. F rom this first matrix a work­
ing d ie ( ff/ or king D ie I ) in copper w as ob­
t ained and thi s d ie su bjected to th e "Gold 
Etching" p1·ocess, conve rting it into a die for 
typography. Now a working mat r ix ( Ma trix 
I I ) w as obtained and th e fu lly colo1·ed lab els 
on all fou r sides insert ed in th e des ign. A 
new wo rking die ( ff/ or k ing D ie II ) was now 
taken and th e inscr ip t ions engraved in th e la­
bels on both sides and at the top. From a fur­
th er matrix ( JI!! atr ix 11 l ) seven new working 
d ies ( T17 orking Dies Ill t o I X ) we re obta ined 
and th e seven di/f eren t valu e indications en­
_qraverl in th e labels at th e bottom. It also 
seems th a t some retouching of th e oth er in­
scriptions took pl ace at th e same tim e, es­
pecially in th e small dash on th e fir st letter 
at th e ri ght w hich protrudes in th e inner 
fr ame line; this char ac teri stic feature of th at 
Cy rillic letter had been omitted by error 
when th e in scriptions we re engraved in 
working d ie II and now was add ed in the 
w orking dies fo r each value separ ately. These 
seven dies were now used as seco ndary d ies 
and by way of matrices produced th e prin t­
ing clich es for th e seven prin ting plates. 

l\II uch has been w r itten about " secr et 
marks" w hich can be fo und on th e fi rst 
Montenegro iss ue. There is no foun dation 
for such a cla im. The Austri an State Print­
ing O ffi ce never used such a device. The 
small pa rticul a rities fo und on th e different 
valu es de rive eithe r from accid ental im puri­
ties or fro m def ects in th e des ign w hich 
e ithe r origin ated in th e fi rst or second wo rk­
inr; di es or in one of th e firs t th r ee ma tric es 
and th en are more or less id entical fo r all 
v alues. O r th ey occurred in th e secondary 
di es and/ or only in th e matrices taken fr om 
t hem and th en a re cha racte ristic fo r th e spe­
cific valu e only . But th ey a re ce rtainly acci­
dental characte ristics, not purposely in ser ted 
"secret ma rks. " 

In giving th e pedigr ee of the prin t ing plat es 
w e have purposely neglected to deal w ith th e 
method of how th e wo rking dies and mat r ices 
were ob ta ined. From th e meth ods used for 
the contemporary A ustri a iss ues we must 
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conclude th a t th e matrices w ere produced by 
galvan oplas ty, w hile th e working dies, at 
leas t in th e later st ages, w e re produced by 
stereo typy . There is little doubt th at the 
firs t pr int ing plates consist ed of single 
stereo typed cliches. It can also be assumed 
as co rrect th at th e printing pl at es consis ted 
only of 100 cliches, not of 4 00, in four panes 
of 100, as used at th e same time for A ustrian 
st amps. The tendency to save expensive ma­
te ri al even at th e cost of more (at th at time 
cheap) work acco unts fo r th e probability 
th at no such la rge pl ates we re manu factured 
fo r th e small pr intings of Montenegro 
st amps, but th at small pl ates of 100 we re 
fo und sufficient. In th ese st ereotyped prin t­
ing plates th e cliches were spaced 2 mm t o 
20 mm. Ea rly in th e N ineties, th e Austrian 
Stat e Printing W orks aband oned th e use of 
stereotypes and generally changed to electro­
types. When in 1893 new pl ates for th e 
l\ll onteneg ro st amps became necessary, th ey 
we re made up f rom electrotypes, not in single 
cliches, but in horiz ontal blocks of ten. The 
spacing w as now wider, 2:Yi'. m m. t o 3 y,i m m., 
quite r egula r insid e th e cliche blocks but 
varying more wh ere one block bordered an­
oth er. It is quite probable th a t now, la rgely 
du e to phil a telic needs, bigge r qu antities of 
st amps w ere ordered. Plates of 4 00 cliches 
were manufactured and used for the printing 
of th e Monteneg ro st amps, but no definite 
information is avail able about them. New 
blork m atrices we re used for th e electrotyped 
pl ates, which w ere obta ined from clean ed 
secondary dies and new matrices and there­
for e no longe r show most of the so-called 
" secret marks" of th e ea rlier pl ates. The 
fact th at the design now loo ks less coarse is 
also partly a result of the improved manu­
fac turing meth od of th e prin ting pl ates . 

I n th e prin ting m eth ods, there are also 
quite some analogies to th e contemporary 
A ustri an iss ue 1867, which just at the time 
of th e printing of th e fi r st Montenegrin 
stamps star ted to change fro m the r ather 
coa rse " soft" pr int ing, with felt-covered cyl­
inder, to th e fi ner " hard" pr inting, for w hich 
adequate make- re ady repl aced th e felt . There 
is no ev id ence th at th e "soft" print ing method 
was used fo r th e fi rst l\IIontenegro issue; th e 
rather coa rse appea rance of the st amps is 
mainly du e to the rroce~s of manu fac ture of 
th e pri nt ing pla tes ra the r th an to th e pr int-
O. V 279 
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ing method s, wh ich seem to have und ergone 
no principal changes during the use of th e 
first design of Monte negro st amps. 

In regard to the paper, again th e con­
tempora ry Austrian stamps furnish important 
leads, as the same kind of paper was also 
used for the Montenegrin st amps. As the 
wa termarked pape1·, on which the Austrian 
st amps were printed, was controlled by a 
special agency of th e Ministry of Finance, 
special permission had to be obtained for 
every printing of the Monteneg rin st amps . 
The State Printing Works always received 
only th e number of sheets necessary for th e 
printing of the o rd ered st am ps, with a 10% 
surplu s allowed for printer's waste. It has 
previously been believed-and several au thors 
and most cat alogs claim it as a fact- th a t 
all st amps of Montenegro were printed on 
paper with the sh ee t wa termm·k " ZEI­
T UNGS-Jl!f.ARKEN." as used for th e Aus­
tri an Newspaper and Newspaper Tax Stamps 
r egul arly from 1864 to 1899. But the offi­
cial file s indicate th at the first Montenegro 
issue was printed on paper wi th th e sheet 
wa termark " BRIEF-MARKEN.", as used 
for th e Austrian post age st amps from l 864 
to l 890. Checking of the avail able material 
of th e first printing revealed no indication 
that paper other th an wa term arked " BRIEF­
MARKEN ." was used a t all fo r its printing. 
O nly in later printings can we find st amps 
w hich undoubtedly show parts of the sheet 
watermark "ZEITU NGS MARKE I.'' 
Therefore we can conclude th at until 1890 
the l\!I ontenegro st amps, exactly as th e con­
tempor ary Austrian postage stamps, were 
printed on paper with the sh ee t watei-mark 
" BR! EF-Jl!f. A RKEN." and , only af ter the 
use of this paper for Austrian st amps was 
aboli shed in 1890, on paper with sheet wa te1·-
111ark " ZEITUNGS-MARKEN." It can be 
concluded furthermore th a t, as this latter 
watermark paper was also abandoned in 1899 
- th e rem aind ers of this paper were used for 
the firs t pri nting of th e Austrian postage du e 
issue of 1899-Montenegrin stamps, manu­
fac tured af ter r 899, wo uld have to have been 
printed on paper with out any wate1·mark. 
But as no unw aterm arked sheets are know n, 
it can be supposed th a t th e las t stamps in 
the first design were printed not la ter th an 
1899 and thi s supply lasted until th e new 
issue of 1902 was introduced. Of the sheet 
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wa termark " BRIEF-MARKEN.", a new 
type, with broad er and otherwise different 
lettering, was introduced in 1883 and since 
th en was also used for th e printing of th e 
Montenegro st amps. 

As th e pr inting was done, a t le as t from 
th e plates with narrow spacing, in sheets of 
100, the printing paper had to be quartered 
before use. Therefore every such qu ar ter 
sheet cont ai ned a h alf of th e wate rm ark , 
horizontally in th e center of th e shee t. All 
pa rticul a rities, wh ich can be found in th e 
paper of the contemporary Austrian stamps 
can be also found here . Since 1876 a thin­
ner, more transparent and smoother paper 
was used, distingui shing th e later printings 
fro m th e ea rly ones. The shee ts of th e old­
type watermark " BRIEF-MARKE N." pa­
per show a vertical shee t dividing w atermark 
lin e between the waterm arks. The sheet s of 
the paper with the new-type watermark 
" BRIEF-MARKE N." as well as all w ith 
th e watermark "ZEITUNGS-MARKEN ." 
(o f which only th e new type was used for 
iVI ontenegro st amps) show a T-shap ed mm·­
gin watermark on top o r bottom. This can 
on ly be fo und on margin copies when th e 
watermark itself is strongly shifted vertically 
and falls either on th e fourth or seventh 
horizontal row ( instead of regularly on th e 
5th and 6th row). Stit ch watermarks can 
also be found occasionally. 

The gum used for th e Montenegro st amps 
was also iden tica l to th at of the contempo­
ra ry Austri a stamps and was a rather thick 
animal glue, applied with a brush. From 
1883, glycerin was ad ded to thi s glue to make 
the gum less subj ect to cracking. But this 
new type of gu m penetrated th e pape r mak­
ing it somewhat tr ansparent and brittle. 
From 1892 a vege table glu e, Arabic gum, was 
used to ove rcome this unsatisfactory per­
form ance. G·um111 ing machines were intro­
duced at th e same time and th e manual gum­
ming aboli shed soon afterwards . 

In rega rd to th e colors, six of the seven 
valu es were printed in the same colors as the 
co rresponding va lues of the contempora ry 
Austrian post age st amps, the 1867 issue. The 
shades w ere always the same as on the Aus­
tri an stamps printed in the same period. For 
th e 7n value, which had no equivalent in the 
A ustri an postage st amps, a violet color was 
used quite similar to th e typographed Aus-
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tri an 2gld Teleg raph stamps printed at the 
same time. This 7n value und erwent quite 
distinct but unintentional colo r changes dur­
ing its var ious printings. The reason seems 
to be that no such ink was used af te r 1873 
for Austrian stamps. Therefore, anoth er 
ink, other"'·ise not used for stamps, was hap­
hazardly taken for every printing. For the 
other values, the continuity of th e co rres­
ponding Austrian va lues prevailed and some 
of the characteri stic shades w hich the Aus­
trian stamps show during that period can al­
so be found in the Montenegro st amps. 

During the first five years of the use of th e 
stamps no dis tinct shades, except for th e 3n 
value, can be fo und ; proof of the fact, that 
the Ii rst printing- and one add itional print­
ing of the three lower va lues-was suffi­
cient for the needs. Only for th e 3n value, 
the or igi nal printing and the addit ion al print­
ing seem to have differed slightly. The shade 
of the add iti onal printing was a vellowish 
green comp ared w ith th e or igin al plain g reen. 
The fo ll owing printings showed quite dist inct 
color differences compa red w ith th e o rigin al 
pri nting, but except for the 7n, and pa rtly 
the 25n-corresponding to the equally un­
stabl e color of th e Austrian 25 kr stamps­
the shad es within the printings th emselves 
are not too obvious. T he last printings 
( with wider spacing) agai n showed some­
w hat different, brighter colo rs, also with 
slight shad in gs within these colors. 

In regard to the perforation, th e same 
variety can be found as on all oth er st amps 
manufactured during th e same period by the 
Austrian State Printing Works. The Aus­
tria issues 1867 , 1883 and 1890, th e Bosnia­
Herzegovina issue of 1879, the Persia issues 
of 1876 to 1886 give some clues conce rning 
the Mo ntenegro stamps, printed during th e 
same period, especia lly in ascer ta in ing the 
per iod during which the var ious perforations 
were used for postage stamps. It seems evi­
dent th at the three harrow perforating de­
vices ( 9Y, ) , w hich the State Printing Works 
used since 1863-6+, were only sufficient to 
cover the requirements for Aust ri an stamps 
and they were never used for th e stamps of 
the other cou ntr ies. For all stamps of Bos­
ni a-Herzegovi na, as well as Persia manufac­
tu red before 1898, only line pe1·forating de­
vices were used , and the same is th e fact for 
the contemporary stamps of l\1on tenegro. 
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The size of the des ign of the Bosnia-Herze­
govina, as well as of the Montenegro st amps, 
\\·as a lm os t exactly the same as th at of the 
Austria 1867 issue. Therefo re th e use of 
the ha rrow· machin es would have presented 
no g reat difficulties. The fa ilure to make 
use of this oppor tunity was ce rt ai nly not an 
accidental one, but was du e to th e fact that 
the three harrow perforating devices were 
being used to capacity for Austrian stamps. 
A feH· yea rs later , they we re insufficient even 
for this job and the use of line perforating 
devices for th e regular Austrian stamps, in 
additio n to th e cont inu ed use of th e harrow 
dev ices, became necessary from 1877. 

There can be no doubt th at for the fi rst 
printing of the st amps of Montenegro a l ine 
pnf oration 10Y, , varying fro m almost IO to 
1 I , with la rge hol es and th erefor e consp icu­
ously pointed teeth, was used. It is this 
sa me perforation, which was used for Aus­
trian revenue stamps since 1868, th e Aus­
trian telegraph stamps of 1873 ( typographed 
and Ii rst eng r aved printings) and for th e 
Ii rst printing of the Persia issue of I 876. 
Si nce 1877, it was used for Austrian postage 
st amps and it seems almost ce rtain th at its 
further use for oth e r st amps, especially those 
of Montenegro and P ersia , was di scontinu ed 
not later than in £876. At th at time, it was 
replaced by two ot her lin e perforations, first 
IJ (va rying from 12y,( to 13) and , shortly 
later , £2 ( 11 Y-( to 12Y,). These two per­
fo rati ons, in use for Austrian revenue st amps 
since I 863, and fo r Austrian postage st amps 
for a short period fro m 1877 to 1878, were 
used since 1 876 for th e Austrian telegraph 
stamps (eng r aved iss ue) as well as the 
stamps of Montenegro, Persia and , since 
1879, Bosnia-Herzegovina. Some of th e 
perforation devices 12 and 13 were quite 
wo rn and produced rather irregular perfora­
tions, with the holes fo rming a crooked lin e, 
characteristic of certai n printings of Bosnia­
Herzegovina, but also quite conspic uous on 
so me Montenegro stamps. 

A new change in the perforations occurred 
almost fiftee n years later. It concerns two 
line perforations, I rY, and JOY, , as well as 
a tempo r ari ly used line perforation I I, all 
quite regular and with no variations. The 
line perforation II Y, , which exists in two 
varieties, wi th large holes and pointed tee th , 
o r smaller holes and broad teeth, h ad been 
. V 281 



1\1 0 N T E N E G R 0 ' S f I R S T p 0 S T A G E S T A M P S 
used for Austrian revenu e stamps from about 
i 883, but for Austri an postage st amps only 
since i890. Its use for Bosnia-Herzegovin a 
stamps also started in 1890. Some authors 
and ca t alogs claim th a t it was used since 
1887 for Montenegro st amps. W e doubt th e 
co rrectn ess of this statement and rather think 
th a t it was not used for Montenegro stamps 
before 1890 at th e ea rlies t. Almost simul­
t aneou sly, a line perforation ro Yz, but now 
with smaller hol es and broad teeth , was em­
ployed. This perforation h ad also been 
used for Austrian revenue stamps from about 
1883, for postage s tamps of Austria and 
Bosnia- H erzegovin a from 1890 and we be­
lieve, contr a ry to some authors, th at it was 
used for Montenegro st amps occas ionally 
since th e same year, but probably regularly 
only si nce 1893. The line perforation Ir, in 
use for Austrian r evenu e stamps since about 
1883, was only temporari ly used for postage 
st amps of Austria and Bosnia-Herzegovin a 
since 1889. Some authors and cat alogs main­
t ain th a t thi s perforation was used for Mon­
tenegro stamps-from th e plates wi th w ider 
spacing-as ea rly as 1881. This is und oubt­
edly e rroneo us, as th e State Printing Works 
had no such perforation device before 1883 ; 
th e pl ates with wider spacing did not ex ist 
prior to 1893 . W e believe th at only a small 
portion of the first printing of a few values 
from th e new pl ates w ith wider spaci ng re­
ceived perforation 11 in 1893 and th at it was 
not used th ere after for Montenegro st amps. 
The use of the perforations roYz and I I Yz 
ceased for the stamps of Austria and Bos­
ni a-Herzegovin a in 1899; th ey were r eplaced 
by a line perforation 12 Yz and comb per­
forations , non e of which are known on Mon­
ten egro st amps in th e first design. This 
supports the assumption th at no stamps of 
thi s kind we re printed af ter 1899 and th e 
supply lasted until th e new st amps of 1902 
were issued. 

There are part-per/ orat ed and imper·/ orate 
varieties kn own and partly li sted in th e cat a­
logs . But only a mint horizon tal pair, im­
per/orate between, of the ron, first printing, 
perf. ro Yz (i n th e T apling Coll ection, Brit­
ish Museum, London) seems legitimate, 
while all imperforates or part-perforated 
copies of later printings never reached a post 
office. They a re ei th er printer's waste, 
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which escaped destruction, or were sold with 
th e stock of rem ainders. 

The Various Printings of the 
Postage Stamps 

The diffe rent printings, which were made 
during the almos t thirty years th e first design 
of Montenegro st amps r emai ned in use, have 
been studi ed by several authors and described 
by some of th em as well as by several cata­
logs as different " issues." But a simple 
change in th e spaci ng of the stamps or / and 
of th e perfora tions used should be considered 
only as a new printing and never as a nev,· 
issue . As it is impossible to separate all the 
many printings, it seems appropri ate to group 
th em by th eir characteris tic features , mainly 
plate characte ri stics, paper and perforations. 
This is not a very difficult task and the 
vanous ca talogs offer rather satisfactory 
li stings. But in rega rd to the dat es of use, 
th e re is much confusion and entire disagree­
ment amon g th e various authors and cat a­
logs. We shall try to clarify this matter, 
by applying our knowledge of th e use of th e 
various papers, colors, gum and perforations 
by th e Austrian State Printing Works and 
th e reby pave th e way for a more accu r ate 
and correctly dated listing of th e various 
printings. 

There is no disagreement abou t th e fac t 
th at th e firs t printing was made from plates 
with narrow spacing (2 mm. to 2Yz mm. ) 
and was lin e perforated 10Yz with pointed 
tee th. These were the stamps which should 
be fo und on first day covers, although we 
have to confess th a t we have never seen any 
covers o r cancell a tions dated in th e first 
weeks of the use of th e stamps. In regard 
to th e paper, it was the regular, opaque pa­
per as can be found on the Austrian issue 
1867 up to 1876, and had th e sheet water­
mark " BR! EF-M A RKEN." in the fi rst 
type. T he st atement that also paper with 
th e watermark "ZEITUNGS-MARKEN" 
was used for th ese roYz perforated stamps 
has in our opinion no foundation nor could 
w e fi nd any indication for it on actual stamps. 
The contempora ry philatelic press was well 
in formed concerning the fac ts of the issue. 
Al ready in th e July 1873 issue of his "Le 
Timbre-Paste," J. -B. Moens had announced 
that such st amps were pl anned. In the fol­
lo1ving month he gave a list of the seven 
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values together with a picture of the lOn 
valu e, obviously t aken from a proof or a 
sample copy. In O ctober 1873, the list of 
color s was announced. In th e June 1874 issue, 
it was punctually reported th at the stamps 
had been issued. The " Illustriertes Brief­
marken-J ourn al," published by th e Senf 
Brothers of L eipz ig, also r eported in its 
number dated June I, 1874, th at th e stamps 
had been issued. 

Th e offici al fil es in Vienn a reveal th at th e 
fir st re-o rder fo r st amps, afte r th e es t ablish­
ment of the postal se rvice, was m ade as ea rly 
as S ept. 21 , 1874, by ordering 40,000 copies 
Pach of th e 2n, Jn and Sn values. This ord er 
was delivered on D ec. 2, 1874 by th e State 
Printing W orks and forw ard ed a few days 
later to th e Z a ra P ostal Administr ation, 
which was instructed to coll ect th e cost­
.ngld8okr- from th e M onteneg rin P ostal 
Admini stration. It seems th at th is printing 
was soon delive red to th e M ontenegrin Post­
al Administr ation- we could not ascertain 
wheth er th e Austri an auth orities ever r e­
ceived payment fo r it- but w as pl aced on sale 
only several month s later in Cetinj e. M oens 
reported in th e O ctober r 87 5 iss ue of " L e 
Timbre-Poste" th at the 3n st amp had now 
appea red in yellow green. This indicates 
th at the new printing w as r ecogniz ed by th e 
obse rvant M oens from th e slightly differing 
shade of th e 3n value. A s no mention of any 
change was made, especially not in the per­
fo ration, th e new printing had probably all 
th e features of th e o rigin al printing. 

U nfo rtun a tely, th e official fil es contain no 
furth er dat a conce rning th e subsequ ent pr int ­
ings of M ontenegro st amps. The phil a telic 
press also did not show much interes t in th e 
country. " L e Timbre-P oste" did not men­
tion Monteneg ro again until 1885. There­
fo re we have to depend on empirical da ta 
collected by a study of the st amps th em­
selves . The var ious authors and catalogs 
agree th at a change of the perfora tion took 
place fo r one of th e followin g printings. T wo 
line perforat ions, 12 and l J came into use fo r 
st amps printed from th e same plates with 
narrow spacing as in th e previous printings. 
In th e oth er de tails, th e auth ors and cat alogs 
vary so much th at we have to st ate ou r own 
fi ndings. One of th e m ain points of di sagree­
ment is th e year of issu e of th ese st amps 
pe r fo rated 12 and 13. While the M oens 
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C atalog of 1877 mentions only the st amps 
pe rforated !OYz, it li sts in its 1884 iss ue fo r 
th e first time th e stamps perfor ated 13 and 
gives 1880 as th e date of issue. The Senf 
Catalog li sted th e stamps perfor a ted 13 th e 
first time in 1888, giving 1879 as the date of 
issue. These da tes check w ell with all r eli­
able dat a of th e use of these st amps; we 
have also never seen a copy und oubtedly used 
before 1880. It seems th at th e 2n and 10n 
of th e second printing we re issued fir st, w hile 
of othe r values, including th e most needed 
7n, th e supply of the first printing las ted 
several yea rs longer, of some values to 1885. 
Th ere are severa l facts which give food for 
a second th ought. The stamps perforated 
13 and some perfor ated 12 come not only on 
th e thinn er, sm oo th er paper, w hich is some­
wh at transparent, so th a t th e design shows· 
through on th e back, but also on th e th ick er 
opaqu e paper of th e previous printings. This 
thicker opaque paper was used by th e State 
Printing W orks only until 1876; the refor e 
all st amps printed on it must have been 
manu fac tured in 1876 or earlier. W e coul d 
disregard th at seve r al auth ors give the year 
1874 as da te of issue fo r the st amps per ­
for ated 12 and 13, but there may be 
some truth in it , consid e ring the above fac ts. 
W e h ave every re ason to believe, th at, fi r st 
only lin e perforation l J was used and the 
ex istence of mixed perforations, 13 x 10Yz 
and JOYz x 13, indicate th at these two per­
for ations we re, at least fo r a short period , 
used simultaneously. Shortly afterwa rds 
lin e per fo ration 12 w as introduced and th en 
used simultaneously w ith line perfor ation 13; 
mixed perfo rations, I 2 x I 3 and 13 x 12, a re 
not r are. T he contempor ary st amps of P er­
sia ( 1876 issue) also show th at about 1876 
the change from perfo ra tion 10Yz to the 
perfo rations 13 and 12 took pl ace; mixed pe r­
fo r ations w ith JOYz ex ist too. Considering 
all th ese facts, w e must conclud e th at the 
first printings, perfora ted 13 and 12, were 
made in 1876, but th at th e issue of these 
st amps was delayed until 1879, possibly 
ca used by th e constant non-payment of th e 
st amps' costs by M ontenegro. T he fu r th er 
prin tings we re th en made on th e th inn er pa­
per, in use since 1876. Up to 1883, the pa­
per had th e sheet watermark "BRIEF­
M A RKEN.", in th e fi rst type, as for th e 
previou s printings. From I883 paper w ith 
. V 
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the second type of th at watermark and, be­
ginning from 1890, paper with the sh eet wat­
ermark "ZEITUNGS - MARKEN." was 
used for new printings. 

Before the use of the plates with narrow 
spacing ceased, another change of the per­
t oration took place, namely to a line perfora­
tion l TY, . It is stated in the literature and 
some catalogs that this printing was used as 
early as 1887. But the fact alone that we 
have seen it only on paper with the sheet 
watermark " ZEITUN GS - MARKEN.", 
which was only used since 1890, suggests a 
much later manufacture. Several indications 
make it very probable that the stamps per­
forated 11 Y, were printed not earlier than 
in 1893. The perforation II Y, used for this 
printing had large holes and therefore point ed 
teeth. Stamps of this printing can be safely 
recognized only in blocks, not in singles or 
pairs, because in the printings from plates 
with wide spacing the spacing was in some 
cases irregular and in some places only 2Y, 
mm., so that single copies or pairs can easily 
be mistaken for the narrow spaced printings. 
This is also the reason why we are somewhat 
skeptical about the reported stamps perfora­
ted JOY, (broad teeth) and narrow spacing, 
as we have never seen such blocks and there­
fore suspect erroneous classification of irreg­
ularly spaced stamps from the plates with 
wide spacing. 

The year 1893 is uniformly given for the 
first use of the new plates with wide spacing. 
The first printing from these plates was line 
perforated l l Y,; shortly thereafter lin e per­
foration JOY, came into simultaneous use 
an d both perforations-I rY, in two varieties, 
with pointed and broad teeth-were used for 
all further printings, including the new 
values of 1894 and the changed colors of 
1898. In 1893, for a small printing of some 
values, lin e per foration l l was used. 

For the 1893 overprint issue, commemor­
a ting the 4ooth anniversary of printing in 
Montenegro, the available supplies of cur­
rent printings were used, from plat es with 
narrow spacing, per/ orated l lY, and-a few 
values only-perforated 12 and 13 and then 
from plates with w ide spacing, perforated 
JOY, and l l Y,, as well as 11 (one value 
only). 

A grouping of the various printings, with 
THE
all known data, may facilitate the classifica­
tion of these diversified stamps. 

Group I. Printed from 1873 to 1876 ( ?), 
first issued May 1, 1874. Plates with narrow 
spacing. Opaque paper with sheet water­
mark "BRIEF-MARKEN." (first type). 
Line perforation JOY, with pointed teeth. 

Group II. P1·inted from 1876(?) to 1893, 
first issued 1879(?} . Plates w ith narrow 
spacing. First opaque paper with sheet 
watermark " BRIEF - MARKEN." (first 
type} , line perfo ration 13 and (not all val­
ues) 12, also 13 x r oY, and roY, x 13 (a 
few values only). Later (since 1877?) 
transparent thinn er paper, with the same 
watermark (firs t type, since 1883 second 
type) and, since r890, with sheet watermark 
" ZEITUNGS-MARKEN.", all with line 
perforation 12 or 13, also 12 x 13 and 13 x 
l2 (only few values). 

Group III . Printed in 1893, first issued in 
1893. Plates with narrow spacing. Trans­
pai·ent paper with sheet watermark "ZEI ­
TUNGS-M A RKEN.", line perforation nY, 
with pointed teeth. A few values also per­
forated roY,(? ). 

Group IV . Printed from 1893 to 1899, 
first issued in 1893. Plates with wide spac­
ing. Transpa1·ent thinn er paper with sheet 
watermark "ZEITUNGS-MARKEN.", line 
per/ orntion roY, and n Y, (latter with point­
ed or broad teeth) , temporary (a few values 
only) also II and roY, x nY,, or nY, x 
roY,. 

Commemorative Issu e. Printed and issued 
in 1893. Overprinted on Groups III and IV, 
also (a few values only) on Group II. 

It is not th e purpose of this study to list 
the values and shades which can be found in 
each of these groups. The catalogs give 
incomplete information , so th at there is still 
much resea rch work to be done. This can 
bring satisfaction to ambitious philatelic 
students who wish to study this field. 

Post Offices and Postmarks 

C. J. Phillips published in 1907 a list of 15 
post offices which he ave rred were opened on 
May r, 1874, simultaneously with the estab­
lishment of postal service in Montenegro. 
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Hugo Hart mann in his article in 1908, gave 
the same list as follows: 

Andrjevica 
Bar (Antivari) 
Cetinje 
Chavnik 
D anilovgrad 
Grahovo 
Kolachin 
Niksich 

Njeguch 
Podgorica 
Pristane 
Rieka 
Ulcinj ( Dulcigno) 
Velimje 
Virpazar 

Even a superficial check of this reveals that 
it cannot be a list of the post offices existing 
in 1874. It must be a much later compila­
tion , probably not less than twenty years 
after 1874. Th is is obvious from the fact 
that a number of post offices listed are in 
terr itory which did not belong to l\!Iontene­
gro in 1874, but w as acquired only 1878 and 
1880. The doubts about the correctness of 
Phillips ' list are strengthened by one's inabili­
ty to locate any genuine town cancellations, 
except from Cetinje, dated earlier than 1879. 

As a matter of fact the official file s leave 
no doubt that when the postal service was 
established in Montenegro only on e post 
office, in C etinj e, was opened and only the 
mail route between Cetinje and Cattaro was 
in operation. This statement is corroborated 
by another fact , namely that only th e post­
marks for th e C etinj e post office were manu­
factur ed and delivered befor e May 1, 1874. 
The Vienn ese engraver, Th eodor Burk, who 
since 1861 engraved all Austrian postmarks, 
on F eb. l , 187 J delivered three postmarks for 
the C etinj e post office. They were two small 
circle postmarks , both of 20Yz mm. diam eter, 
inscribed CETIN J E , in Cyrillic letters and 
w ith dat e (day , month and year) . The third 
postmark w as a straight line CETINJE, in 
7Yz mm. high Cyrillic letters, which was in­
tended for intern al use only and has not been 
used as canceller. All three postmarks were 
delivered to the Montenegrin Postal Admin­
istration with the other equipment and ma­
terial in November 187 J and used at the Ce­
tinje post office after its opening. The two 
circular postmarks were delivered with year 
dat es, but only for the years 1874, 1875 and 
1876. From 1877 the year date was omitted, 
probably because no replacement w as ob­
tained , and both postmarks used henceforth 
with date of day and month only. 
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Fig. 4 . The first two Centinje postmarks of 
1874 (20 \t2 mm.), one without year date, as 
used in later years. 

We are sure that Cetinje was the only 
post office in operation for several years. The 
war of 1876 and the following years of un­
certainty about the future of the country 
seem to have prevented an extension of the 
postal service. In the official files, no further 
manufacture of postmarks for Montenegro 
is recorded and the available material of 
genuinely cancelled stamps and the few 
known covers up to 1879 do not reveal any 
othe r cancellations than the two postmarks 
of Cetinje. Only in 1879 do we find the first 
cancellations from oth er towns. The stamps 
of Group I provide the most reliable infor­
mation in this field , as there were no re­
mainders and, therefore, no faked or pre­
dated cancellations. The postmarks of these 
new post offices were undoubtedly also manu­
factur ed by Th eodor Burk and are similar to 
the two circle postmarks of Cetinje, but of 
larger size, first of 22Y, mm. and later of 
23Yz mm. diameter. Cetinje also received 
several such postmarks of larger size. Ulcinj 
had a similar postmark but with Roman fig­
ure for the month . The postmarks were de­
livered with replacement year dat es, usually 
three years in advance; after that the post­
masters either abolished the use of a year­
date or they turned the year-date type over, 
so that a spacer in the shape of a full col­
ored rectangle instead of the year date ap­
pears in the postmark. After 1886, up to 
about 1892, we find the circle postmarks only 
without year-date or with such spacers in­
stead of the year date, as obviously no re­
placement year dates were obtained by the 
postmasters in that period. On stamps of 
Group I, which were used frequently simul­
taneously with Group II, as late as 1885, we 
found town postmarks of BAR, NIKSICH, 
PODGORICA, RIEKA and ULCINJ. Ex­
cept for Rieka, all these towns were in the 
newly acquired parts of the country which 
were commercially more developed than the 
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old parts. These post offices could not have 
fu nctioned before I 879 or 1880 at the earli­
est. In Group II, we found only three more 
town postmarks, DANILOVGRAD, KO­
LACHIN and VIRPAZAR, the second also 
in newly annexed territory; in Groups III 
and IV three more, namely CH AVNIK, 
GRAHOVO and NJEGUCH. These lists 
may not be complete. It is probable that the 
three - other town postmarks, listed by Phil­
lips (Andrjevica, Pristane and Velimje) can 
also be found on stamps in the first design. 
But there can be no doubt that all p~~( offices 
in Montenegro, except Cetinje, were not es­
tabl ished before 1879, some of them proba­
bly seve ral years later. There were in 1908 
only 18 post offices in Montenegro; therefore 
the progress of postal service was quite slow. 

Fig. 5 . First postmark types of post offices out­
side Cetinje (Niksich, 22 V2 mm., and Rieka, 
23 1/i mm.). 

The color of these postmarks was usually 
black, but from a few towns also blue post­
marks are known , especially from Bar and 
Niksich ; Ulcinj used for some t ime blue and 
violet ink. 

Some ship postmarks, mainly of Austrian 
origin , can also occasionally be found used 
as cancellers. From 1888 the circle post­
marks of the Austrian Lloyd ships, inscribed 
"LLOYD AUSTRO-UNGARICO," and 
af ter 1891 inscribed "LLOYD AUSTRIA­
CO," both kinds with various Roman numer­
als at bottom, can be found quite frequently. 

Until the turn of the century, Montenegro 
had followed the Austrian example in regard 
to the postmarks. Its postmarks, all en­
graved by Theodor Burk, con formed to the 
types of the Austrian postmarks .except _, for 
the Cyrillic letter s of the town names. The 
first deviation came around 1900 when Mon­
tenegro star ted to follow the example of 
Serbia in choosing a new type of postmark. 
Bilingual double-circle postmarks, similar to 
those used in Serbia since 1894, were intro-
286 THE 
duced and served at most post offices during 
the l ast years of the use of the postage 
st amps of the first design. They can be 
fou nd only on the new values of 1894 and 
the st amps in changed colors of l 898. The 
Serbian name, in Cyrillic letters, is now at 
the top, and the same name, but in Latin let­
ters in a Gallicized version , is at the bottom, 
the date on a bridge between them. 

Fig .. 6. New Serbian type postmark, in troduced 
at the turn of the century. 

The study of the postmarks of Monte­
negro is complicated, on the one hand, by 
the fact th at since the Nineties, to a small 
extent already in the Eighties, a great num­
ber of stamps were cancelled to order, partly 
with pre-dated postmarks. On the other hand, 
when the remainders of the stamps of the 
first design were sold to the trade, the buyer 
also received several old withdrawn post­
marks which he used extensively for pre­
dat ed cancellations on the remainders. Sev­
eral single circles of Cetinje (20Yz mm. and 
23 Yz mm.) , as well as a single circle of 
Rieka (23Yz mm.) served this purpose. We 
have never seen such pre-dated cancellations 
on st amps of Group I and the early print­
ings of Group II , but they are frequent on 
stamps of Group III and IV, as well as on 
the later printings of Group II and the Com­
memoratives of 1893. Several authors seem 
to have been deceived by such pre-dated post­
marks and, basing their research on the dates 
of such cancellations, arrived at entirely 
wrong conclusions about the dates of issue 
of several printings and varieties. Genuinely 
used copies of some printings, especially of 
the high values of the 1894 issue, are scarce, 
in fact , rare. Such stamps on commercial 
correspondence belong to the cover rarities; 
buf on money orders or parcel post cards 
they are much more common. There also 
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exist a number of fak ed postmarks, all 1m1-
tating the circle Cetinje types and quite easy 
to distinguish from the genuine types. 

Foreign Post Offices 
There were actually no fo1·eign post offices 

on the terri tory of Montenegro, as the strong 
national feelings of the population would not 
have permitted such es tablishments. But 
when additional territory was acquired from 
th e Turks in 1878, an Austrian post office 
was working in this territory, in the port 
town of A ntivari (Bar). This post office 
had been established in 1855 and was man­
aged by the agent of the Austrian Lloyd in 
the port, who acted in the double capacity 
of shipping agent and postmaster. The post 
office was connected with the outside world 
by the regular sail ings of the ships of the 
Austrian Lloyd. Aside from the mail of the 
local residents, it handled a rather large vol­
ume of mail to and from Scutari, a Turkish 
commercial inland center, on Scutari Lake, 
as well as somewhat meager mail to and 
from other towns on Turkish or Montene­
grin territory, all of which was forwarded 
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by occasional travellers, except to and from 
Scutari, which maintained a regular messen­
ger service. When Antivari was occupied by 
the Montenegrins in 1876, the Austrian post 
office continued to function , until the terri­
tory definitely came to Montenegro in 1878. 
The Austrian Post Office was closed late in 
1878, as the Montenegrin authorities did not 
permit its further functioning. But as the 
necessity to serve the mail to and from Scu­
tari continued , shortly thereafter in 1879, an 
Austrian Post Office, also working in con­
nection with the agency of the Austrian Lloyd 
there, was opened at the small port of San 
Giovanni di M edua, just across the l\1onte­
negrin border in the Turkish province of Al­
bania. For face-saving-to give the impres­
sion that after the somewhat involuntary 
closing of the post office at Antivari an Aus­
trian postal service in Montenegro was still 
maintained- the new post office received the 
official name Dulcigno - San Giovannia de 
Jl!J edua . Dulcigno was a small port on Mon­
tenegrin territory, just across the border 
from San Giovanni di Medua and seems to 
have had , at least for some time, an Austrian 
Fig . 7. Letter mailed at the Austrian post office at Antivari ( 1864). 
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brnnch post office. But Montenegro pro­

tested against this manoeuver and after a 

short period all Austrian Postal activity on 

Montenegrin territory seems to have ceased. 

The name Dulcigno was dropped and the 

post office henceforth simply called San Gio­

vanni di JV! edua. It was co nnected with the 

outside world by regular ship routes of the 

Austrian Lloyd and functioned until 1915 

when th e I t ali an occupation of Albania 

fo reed its closing. 

Fig. 8. The Austrian DULCICNO-SAN 
GIOVANNI DI MEDUA postmark. 

During th e 23 years of ac tivity Antivari 

used only one postmark, a single circle AN­

Tl VA Rl with date ( day and month only), 

in black and blue. It can be found until 

186+ on pre-stamp covers, th en on th e Aus­

tri an issues 1863 ( perf. 14 and 90 ) and 

1867 (coa rse and fine pritings), all in Saldi 

currency. San Giovanni di M edua received 

first a single circle w ith DULCIGNO at 

the top and SAN GIOVANNI DI MEDUA 

at bottom with date (day, month and year), 

which is known in black, with da tes of 1879, 

1880 and 1881. A new postmark, also a 

single circle with date (day, month and year) , 

with SAN GIOVANNI at the top and DI 

MEDUA at th e bottom, was introduced 

early in 188 r. It can be found on the Aus­

tri an 1867 issue (fine printings, 50s coa rse 

printings) , in Saldi currency, always in bl ack. 
On l ate r issues we find also other type post­
marks, in bl ack, blue and violet. 
288 THE 
Conclusion 

l\llontenegro, a " dead country" smce 1916, 

produced altoge th er 127 stamps in the 42 

years of its postal hi story. 49 of th em 

formed four co mmemorative sets, of which 

three, including th eir num erous varieties, 

were of doubtful necessity. Otherwise 

l\!I ontenegro has, as far as th e st amp pro­

duction is conce rn ed, a clean record and, com­

pared with th e orgies in st amp production of 

so me countries during th e las t thirty year s, 

Montenegro could be consi dered a philateli­

cal ly hon es t co untry. This rather good r ec­

ord has bee n partly spoiled as st ated before 

by th e sale of l a rge qu antities of remainders 

of obsolete issues, together with contempo­

ra ry postmarks, to a st amp wholesaler, w ho 

mi sused the genuin e postmarks for reckless 

pre-dated cancell a tions, which ruined the 

philatelic reputation of the little country. But 
measu red by present stand ard s for th e phila­
telic conduct of co untries, th e "cr ime" of 
Montenegro seems quite innocent and no 
longer does th e collector any harm. Monte­
neg ro was philatelically punished , by becom­
ing an " unpopular " country. But we think 
th at it has been punished sufficiently and th e 
littl e country should be recognized again 
among th e desirable fields for th e collector. 
The bas ic fo und ations for an intense study 
and classification are laid. Montenegro 
stamps can be bought today at rather rea­
sonable prices. Nobody can build a collection 
of Montenegro which costs him tens of 
thousand s of dollars. The material of bet­
ter st amps is too limited and especially ea rly 
covers , as well as even genuinely cancelled 
copi es of some values of the later printings, 
are hard to get. The collector-student w ill 
be able, with comparatively littl e me ans, to 
build a highly specialized collection of Monte­
negro st amps, which will not only satisfy him­
self but also arouse the a ttention of other 
co llectors. Even a moderately specialized 
Montenegro collection w ill be an attractive 
object at eve ry local exhibition. If this will 
be realized more generally, l\!Iontenegro will 
aga in become a popular co untry, a di stinc­
tion which is greatly deserves. 
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COSTA RICA 

Mystery of First Surcharged Stamps 

By ALEX A. COHEN 
In the past every effort to throw some light 
on the reason for issuance of the surcharges 
on the first issue of Costa Rica, (Scott's 
Nos. 7 to 15) met with complete failure. 
No law or decree officially authorizing the 
issuance of these stamps has ever been found . 
A careful recent examination of complete 
files of the Official Gazette for the years 1882 
and 1883 failed to reveal any mention of the 
surcharged stamps, leading to the conclusion 
that the stamps were prepared for emergency 
use. This conclusion is confirmed to some 
extent by ce rtain other evidence brought to 
light from these Gazettes. 

In the Gazettes for the year 1882 certain 
correspondence is published which passed be­
tween the Foreign Minister of Costa Rica 
and Dr. Peralta, the Costa Rican Minister 
in Europe, concerning negotiations then in 
progress with a view to Costa Rica joining 
the Universal Postal Union. Although no 
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record was found indicating the date Costa 
Rica actually became a member of the Un­
ion , Gazett e No. 1,439 for December 22, 
1882, publishes a full-page announcement on 
page 4, giving new Postal rates under the 
Universal Postal Union. Three sets of rates 
are given, i.e. ( 1) rates for the interior of 
the Republic ; (2) rates for cou ntries mem­
bers of the U. P. U.; and, (3) rates for 
countries not belonging to the Union. A 
photograph of these tables is shown herewith. 

It is logical to assume that Costa Rica 
became a member of the Union on or about 
the date of publ ication of the new rates, i.e., 
during the second half of December, 1882. 
It accounts for the issu ance of the three val­
ues with U . P. U., the 5c on the y;! real , roc 
on 2 reales and the 2oc on 4 reales. 

0 lficial Gaz ette No. IO for January 14, 

I 883, publishes the following resolution of 
th e Costa Rican Treasury Department: 
 V 
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CosTA R1cA's FIRST SuRCHARGES 
SECRETARIA DE HACIENDA 

No . 181 

Palacio N acional 

San Jose, Enero 13 de 1883. 

H abiendo legado a es ta Capital los nuevos 
sellos de Correo, conforme a la "Union Postal 
Universal," S. E. d General Presidente de la 
Republica 

A CU ERDA 

Desde la f echa en adelante se expenderan en 
las Oficinas de Correos los nuevos sellos: el 
Admi11istrador Grneral de! ramo ordenara 
a /os suba/ternos remitan a SU oficina /as es­
tampillas antiguas para ser cambiadas; y las 
personas que tengan existencias de estas ocur-
1·iran a las oficinas de Correo a efectuar el 
mismo cambio , en todo el corriente mes. 

Descle el I 0 de febr ero en adelant e no se 
admitira carta qu e no live el franqueo con 
los sellos de la " Union Postal." Esta misma 
disposicion se observara 1·especto de los im­
p1·esos, que segun !eyes anteriores, deben pagar 
Port e. 

El Arlministrador Gen eral de Correos en­
tregara al J efe de Seccion de la S ecretada de 
Hacienda las estampillas antiguas qu e se en­
cu entran hoy en su poder, y las qu e le sean 
cambiadas Por los sellos de la " Union Postal." 

Publiqu ese. 
Rubricado por S. E . el 

G eneral President e 
SOTO 

From the foregoing evidence it appears rea­
sonably certain that the stamps under con­
sideration were in circulation from approxi­
mately December 22, 1882 until January 13, 
1883-a total of but 22 days, which included 
the Christmas and New Year holidays. They 
were valid for the payment of postage until 
January 31, 1883. 

Since foreign mails during this period left 
Costa Rica only once a week, it follows that 
these stamps served a maximum of five for­
eign dispatches and possibly only for two, be­
cause from January 13, I883 on the new 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

No. 181 

National Palace 

San Jose, January I3, I883 

Th e new postage stamps conforming to the 
"Universal Postal Union" having arrived in 
this capital, His Excellency, the General 
President of the Republic 

RESOLVES 

Effective this dat e the new stamps will be 
sold in the post offices: the General Adminis­
trator will order his subordinates to remit to 
his office the old stamps to be exchanged; and 
persons having stocks thereof will present 
them to th e post offices for the purpose of 
effecting this exchange during the coune of 
th e current month. 

Comm encing next F ebruary Isl, letters will 
not be transmitt ed unless franked with the 
stamps of th e " Postal Union." This same 
provision will be observed with 1·espect to such 
printed matter as, in accordance with previous 
laws, should pay postage. 

Th e Administrator G eneral of Posts will 
deliver to th e S ection Chief of the Treasury 
D epartm ent the old stamps now in his pos­
session and thos e which may be exchanged for 
th e " Postal Union" stamps. 

L et it be publish ed. 
l11itialled by His Excellency, th e 

G e11 eral President 
SOTO 

stamps (Scott's 16 to 20) were available. 
Here then is the explanation why these 

three stamps with GENUINE cancellations 
of the period are real rarities. After the 
stamps were demonetized some were can­
celled to favor. A discussion of these "to 
order" cancellations may be found in the 
Costa Rican section of Kohl's Handbuch. 

The reasons for the I , 2 and 5 centavo 
surcharges on the medio real blue (without 
U. P. U.) will be discussed in a subsequent 
article. 
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THE LONDON INTERNATIONAL 

STAMP EXHIBITION 

May 6th to 13th , 1950. 

Superb stamps, coupled w ith superb 

organization resulted in a superb show 

By WINTHROP S. BOGGS 
Those of us who were fortunate enough 
to attend the International Stamp Exhibition, 
London , at Grosvenor House, May 6th to 
13th , 1950, have memories of an occas10n 
that w ill last their lifetime. 

Certainly it was an example of how an 
exhibition and th e social events conn ected 
w ith it could be conducted in an a tmosphere 
of friendliness and co rdi ality coupl ed w ith 
the dignity and eclat so sad ly lacking in th e 
wo rld tod ay. 

The first impression was its ideal size, th a t 
is abo ut r ,ooo frames. This was sufficient to 
include a great diversity of materi al , ye t com­
pact enough so th at th e visitor was not 
wea ri ed merely getting to a particular dis­
play. The fact that it was highly selective 
eliminated th e needless repetition of simil a r 
material so often seen in other philatelic ex­
hibitions. 

Aside from th e fac t that th e re was an ab­
sence of repe tition, the caref ul screening of 
all exhibits ass ured superl a tive qu ality in 
eve ry display, each being th e best th a t could 
be had in its particular field. There neve r 
\\·as a question as to "why was this put in" 
nor any space wasted in th e trivialities of 
first day cover s, decorative cachets, and the 
like. 

A s was to be expected , the classics-the 
fine old stamps of th e 19th century-were 
there in profusion, amazing in their fresh­
ness, and the remark able pieces shown . How­
eve r, the collector of later issues had much 
to gladden his hea rt. The displays of 20th 
ce ntury Great Brita in , Iri sh Free State , Rho-
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desia, A scension, South Africa, J aipur, Ke­
dah, Palestine, Australian Commonwealth, 
Spain, D enmark, Sweden, Saa r , Egypt, and 
Tibet, to name a few, were as philatelically 
interesting as those of many of the ea rly 
iss ues, and included many pi eces that were 
eq ual in rarity to the greatest of the classics. 

The spaciousness of the show was delight­
ful. There was always room to study a dis­
pl ay without being continu ally jostled by 
others trying to see the sa me display or just 
passing by. P erhaps this was due to the fact 
th at no special stamp or souvenir sheet was 
iss ued by the Briti sh Post Office, thus not 
attrac ting a locust like swarm of specul ators , 
and mint sheet hoarders . The stamp lover 
was left to enjoy th e "cav ia r" prepared for 
his delect a tion. 

For th e experi enced phil ate li st a brief 
study of th e fr ames led immediately to the 
conclusio n th at th e judges were going to have 
a difficult time, as in fact th ey did. Several 
members of th e jury remarked after the 
show th at it was 'merely a case of dividing 
a number of medals among · practically all 
gold medal coll ecti ons, since each display was 
of exceptional quality. Because of the se­
lective ca re as mentioned prev iously there 
" ·as none of th e usual triteness of the obvious 
in thi s ex hibition. The visitor w as constantly 
refresh ed by seeing different material in each 
fr ame. 

Space forbids comment on the individual 
ex hibits, but perusal of th e extraordinarily 
fine and intelligent catalogue of the Exhibi­
tion is a philatelic education in itself. Pro­
duced in dignified form, illu strated with the 
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TH E LO N DO N 1950 E XH IBI T IO N 
finest pieces from th e various collections on 
display, ( instead of the usual gallery of pub­
licity seekers, whose status as philatelists can 
fr equently be questioned) , plus enlightening 
notes, w e consider it th e finest exhibition 
catalogue we have ever seen. It should 
se rve as a model for those to come. 

In so far as th e social aspects w ere con­
ce rned , th e two outstanding events were the 
Stamp D ay Dinner, at th e Savoy Hotel on 
th e evening of th e opening day of th e show, 
M ay 6th , and th e final Banquet and Ball at 
th e G rosvenor House on th e evening of M ay 
12th. Both events w ere conducted with the 
gr ace and polish in which the British are so 
adept. They bespoke th e truly intern ational 
aspect of th e E xhibition. At th e Stamp D ay 
Dinner, for in stance, speakers f rom twenty­
five different countries respond ed to the 
to as t, led by form er King C arol of R omani a. 

V arious member s of th e Collectors C lub 
we re active in this great show. Mr. J acob 
S. G lase r was th e C lub's official representa­
tive. On th e Intern ational Jury of twenty­
two, eleven or half of them we re members of 
the C lub, and two we re fro m th e U nited 
States, namely Mr. John H . H all , and D r . 
C larence W . H enn an. 

T he Royal Phil atelic Socie ty presented two 
special medals to th ose w ho contributed 
greatly to th e success of th e Exhibition, one 
to M rs. J ohn D enny D ale, w hich was th e 
only one to an individual, th e oth er was given 
to th e Swedi sh Phila telic Society for a co­
ope ra tive displ ay. 

A mong those w ho won awa rds in th e com­
petitive exhibits, we re th e fo llowing Collect­
ors C lub membe rs: 

Mr. Charles F . M eroni of Chicago, who 
won th e only gold awa rd of honor to come 
to th e U nited States. This was for his re­
markable ex hibits tr acing th e origi n and de­
velopment of th e postal se rvice th roughout 
th e wo rld. Three oth er Collectors C lub 
members also won Gold awards of honor. 
M r. Ger ald E. W ellburn , of British Colum­
bi a, for hi s outstandin g lot of Canada, and 
British Columbia & V ancouver I sland . M r. 
R obert H offm ann , of th e Argentine Repub­
lic, fo r hi s superlative collection of U ru­
guay, a collecti on which mus t be seen to be 
believed, and Mr. D . C. G ray of L ondon, 
for an unbel ievably line showing of th e 1852 
issue of th e Neth erl ands. 
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Among th e other · awards we re : 

G old M edals-Mr. Richard Canm an of Chi­
cago for his gr and lot of Chin a, and M r. 
H . W. E dmund s of L ondon fo r a re­
mark able displ ay of H anover. 

Silver G il t M edals-M r. E . D . Finney of 
Baltimore for a brilli ant showing of 
Confederate Sta tes. 

Dr. H erbert P ollack of Chicago for 
an unu sual lot of Bergedorf. 

Mr. Winthrop S. Boggs fo r his Af­
ghanistan. 

Silver Medals-Mr. Van D yk M acBride 
of Newa rk, N. J., for his 5c D e L a Rue 
Con federates. 

M r. L. V. D. Schermerh orn, of L ong­
meadow, Mass . for Neth erlands. 

M r. Robert J. G ill of Baltimore, for 
his H unga ry. 

M r. W. M. H olbeach, of Brisbane, 
Queensland, Aust. , fo r his Common­
wealth of Aust rali a. 

M r. W illi am Irving of London for 
Ceylon. 

Mr. E. A. Smythies of I reland for 
hi s Nepal. 

Bronze M edals-Mr. Lee H . Co rn ell of 
Wichi ta, K ans., for his study of the 
U. S. Kicking M ule cancell ations. 

Mr. R ay E . Morrison of Skokie, Ill ., 
for Belgian Congo. 

M r. Alfred Diamond of Chicago, for 
Mari anas I sland s. 

M r. H enry C . H itt of Bremerton, 
Wash., fo r Hawaii, 2c, 1894-99. 

W alter M. E isin , M .D., of Ch icago, 
fo r L ithu an ia Air Mails. 

To all these membe rs we tender our con­
gra tul a tions for so ably rep resenting th e Col­
lectors C lub in a show of such caliber, and 
amid such severe competit ion. I n passing we 
might remark th at more th an fo r ty exhibitors 
in th e competitive classes fa iled to receive 
any awa rd w hatsoever. 

I f we may be permi tted to draw a lesson 
fro m this great L ondon show we wo uld say 
bri efl y it is thi s. If we in Amer ica ever 
w ish to att rac t to our beloved hobby th e 
caliber of people and philatel ic materi al th at 
we saw in pe rson and in th e exhib its in L on-

( Continued on P age 322. ) 
 COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO. V 



BOYD'S CITY EXPRESS POST 
Chapter VII 

The Civil War Years 

1861- 1865 

By HENRY E. ABT 

(Continued from Vol. XXIX, page 241.) 
The history of the second epoch of Boyd's 
C ity E xp ress P ost begins on a packet ship 
making th e w estw ard crossing of th e At­
lantic, in th e spring of 1859, at about the 
time th e eld er J ohn Boyd lay on his death­
bed in a house on W est 31st Street in New 
Yo rk.( 1 ) 

A mong th e sever al dozen cabin passen­
gers on th e upper deck we re a t all, black­
bearded gentleman fro m Co unty L ongford , 
in th e north ern part of Ireland, Will iam 
Blackh am, and hi s attractive, da rk-h aired, 
t rimly dressed w ife, M ary. ( 2 ) There is 
little doubt th at they sat at th e captain 's 
table and, during th e seven o r eight weeks' 
passage, engaged in long and spirited con­
versations w ith oth er privileged passenge rs 
and th e skippe r abou t th e t roubled isle they 
we re leaving fo reve r and th e promising new 
land fo r w hich th ey we re des tined. 

Blackh am w as an engaging m an. Accus­
tomed to a g racious social life and a g r adu-
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ate of Trinity College of Dublin U nive r­
sity, he was an excellent conve rsationalist. 
His w ife, less loqu acious as became a lady 
of th at time, ( 3 ) wo uld ye t have add ed pithy 
and pertin ent bits to th e discussions. 

Ko doubt th ey talked of th e r ecur rent po­
t ato fam ines th at had caused th e death by 
st a rv ation of millions of Iri sh tenant farm­
ers and th eir fa milies since 1846, and of th e 
ev1ct10ns of hundreds of th ousand s who 
could not pay th e relentless rents demand ed 
by an ex tr avagant and heed less landlord 
class . 

In th e stee rage below th em, as on count­
less oth e r ships, we re packed in ill -smelling, 
cr amped qu a rte rs hundreds of th ese evicted 
persons wh o had gratefully read th e ad ver­
tisements of American shipping companies, 
'pl aca rd ed on every corner, tree, pump and 
public pl ace in th e city of Dublin and for 
fo rty to fi f ty miles in the sur ro unding coun­
try,' offering passage to 1 ew Y ork at 3 o r 4 
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BOYD ' S CITY EXPRESS POST 
Figure l. William Blackham (1815-1896 ) and his wife, Mary E. Blackham (18 17-1 898) . 
From a daguerreotype in the family album of Miss Harriet Slator of Staten Island, New York. 
The album was dated August 26, 1863 . The likeliness must, therefore, have been made not 
long after the couple arrived in America. 
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Bovo 's C rTY EXPRESS P osT 
pounds British money per head, and promis­
ing in America 'perfect equality ... and ten 
pounds British money per month and diet as 
wages.'( 4 ) 

P erh aps th e conversations of th ese privi­
leged cabin passengers, w hose fare was ten­
fo ld th e stee rage rate, also embraced th e 
"Encu mbered Estates Act," passed by th e 
British parli ament in 1848, and accounting in 
many instances (quite likely including th a t of 
the Blackh ams) for th eir own departure 
from Ireland. 

The upper-deck passengers were mainly of 
th e same landlord class w hose exploita tion 
had driven more th an one million tenants to 
America since 1846( 5 )-but despite th eir im­
pl acable coll ect ions of rents, m any of them, 
th rough ex travagance and irresponsibility, 
had run th eir es tates hopelessly into debt. 
The I 848 Law enabled cred itors to force 
such es tates into public sale ( th e English and 
Scotch being th e principal purchasers) and 
thereafter a new stream of relatively im­
poverished "upper class" Irish emigrants had 
been se t in motion. 

Blackh am was ce rtainly of th e landlord 
grou p and had been "Master of Hounds" in 
th e fox hunts of hi s ow n country.( 7 ) The 
la te Edgar Juli an Willi ams, Blackh am's sub­
seq uent associate and succ'esso r in th e manage­
ment of Boyd's City Express Post, many yea rs 
later wro te th at Bl ackh am "had to fl ee at 
night aboard a sa iling vessel because of th e 
fact th at he was head over heels in debt. His 
fa mil y wou ld not help him because th ey did 
not approve of the girl he ma rried. " (8) 

This recoll ection was probably colored by 
many decades of retelling and by the ro­
mantic haze th at time gives to a story. The 
debts no doubt ex isted, and for this r eason, 
and his own distaste for business responsi­
bility, Bl ackham, throughout his remaining 
yea rs, put his majo r holdings including The 
Express P ost in his wife's name. 

C red itors notw ithstanding, however, Black­
ham took ampl e fund s w ith him. Less th an 
a year af ter landing in America, he informed 
th e census taker that his "pe rsonal es tate" 
had a value of $6,ooo; and his wife, sepa­
ra tely, valued hers a t $3 ,000, a tidy joint 
wealth for th at time.(9) 

If there was a quarrel with his family 
over hi s ma rriage, it must have been a long­
s tanding one, for this man in l 860 gave his 
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age as 45 (10) and Mary's de ath certificate 
in 1898 gave her date of birth as February 
4, l 817-making her 42 when she sailed to 
America. (11) As they grew older, the 
Blackhams varied in statements of their 
birth dates, but it is believed that the fore­
go ing are approximately correct and that they 
we re a middle-aged couple, probably long 
married , at th e time of their emigration. 

From th e available evidence, it appears 
likely th a t Mary's fa mily were of lesse r so­
cial st ation, professional or mercantile peo­
ple , and th e class-consciousness of th e then 
quasi-feudal Iri sh socie ty may, in fact , have 
permanently disaffected Blackham from his 
own people, eliminating the possibility of 
th eir rescuin g him from his debts. 

Williams later said (12 ) (and Blackham's 
cousin, Miss H a rriet Slator of Staten Isl and, 
confirmed) th at Blackh am never liked busi­
ness. H e remained throughout his life nos­
talgic for th e country gentleman's life he 
had formerly known. Much of the. family's 
subsequent business success, observers sa id, 
was due to Blackh am's harder-headed and 
more practical wife-a fac t that gives con­
firm ation to th e view that she did not share 
hi:; leisure-class background. 

The Blackhams were then, and there afte r, 
childless and this comparative freedom from 
domestic responsibilities was another reason 
for Mary's subsequent availability for active 
participation in her husband 's business affairs. 
They made th eir first hom e in America at 162 
Oxford Street, Brooklyn, and affiliated th em­
selves wi th The ( Protestant Episcopal) 
Church of The Good Shepherd on McDon­
ough Street near Lewis Avenue.(*) (13 ) 

From th e beginning of his residence in 
America Bl ackh am sought for a congenial 
se rvice occupation ra ther than an opportunity 
in the manufacture or distribution of physi­
cal a rticle s. For a few months, he appears 
to have been associated w ith a brokerage 
firm , (14) but we do not know whether the 
commissions he executed were for the pur­
chase and sa le of products, securities, real 
es tate, or business enterprises. 

P erh aps th ey were the latter, as.. shortly 
after November 20, 1860, w hen the K 0chers­
perger su it in Phil adelphi a was settled and 

*This church is still in ex istence, but in 1944 was re­
named The Church of St. Philips and is now a Negro 
place of worship. 
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B o vn ' s CI T Y EX PR ESS P osT 
OFFICE, 4~ WILLIA.M ST. 

The former business of this Office will b e 
resumed December 24th inst. 

Le1tels Deposited ~ 16 °'~!k• A .,~.~ will be sent cul~ 1 ~ 0'~~k, .& •• ~. 
b·f 1 2 " •• f di. 2 " P . 1'1. e ore 2 " P. n. or e 1very 4 .. " 

Postage, 2 Ce11ts. 
LETTERS FOR POS'I' OFFICE, I CEl'IT. 

OIROOLARS, 1 OEN'!'. 

Figure 2 . Advertising Card d istributed in mid - Decembe r, 1860, announcing the reopen ing of 
Boyd's City Exp ress Post. (From the collection of H. W. K. Hale , Montreal, Canada .) 
th e legali ty of private postal se rvice con­
firm ed, ( 15 ) Blackh am learned of th e deci­
sion of the Boyd Estate and John Jr. , to sdl 
th e City E xpress Post. H ere was an occu­
pation congeni al and suitable to th e Irish­
man's t as te. 

No record of th e price, terms or other as­
pects of . the sale has been found , but from 
our knowledge of events in late November 
and early D ecember , 1860, w e can guess th at 
th e deal was more favo r able fo r the purchas­
e rs than for th e sellers. 

No worse tim e could have been chosen by 
th e Boyds to sell th eir property. The elec­
tion of Lincoln had been fo llowed by a tid e 
of ugly news fr om th e So uth portending the 
secession of th e slave-owning states. South 
Ca rolin a was closest to thi s fateful step and, 
in fac t , ac ted befor e C hristm as . 

In N ew York, an histori an later wrote: 
"a commercial panic spread over its business 
circles w ith unequalled r apidity. G old di s­
appea red, credit was no longer given, th e 
banks came for ward bravely to ass ist th e 
merchants and each other ; but the effort 
could not be long successful." (16) 

The City w as to recover its equilibrium 
and experience a war-economy boom the fol­
lowing summer , but at th e time of the sale, 
Bl ackham's liquid fund s must have looked in-
T HE C
vi ting indeed to John Jr., Shea and the 
oth ers of the fa mily. On the other hand, in 
th e face of the unce rtainties of the hour, per­
haps only an immigrant couple, not overly 
sensitive to the implicat ions of th e approach­
ing C ivil W ar, would have made such an in­
ves tment. 

The speed with which th e tr ansaction was 
concl ud ed is r efl ected in an adve rtising card , 
pres um ably dis tributed among th e former 
commercial patrons of th e P ost , announcing 
th at " th e form er business of this Office w ill 
be resumed D ecember 24th inst. " (Figure 
2). On D ecember 30th and 31st, 1860, th e 
H erald carried this announcement: (17) 

" BOYD'S C ITY EXPRESS - T he 
business of this office has been resumed and 
w ill be ca rried on w ith th e same punctu­
ality and accur acy as fo rmerly. 

M (ed . note-Mary) BLACKHAM, 
proprietor" 

The reestablishment of thi s service and 
business afte r 146 days of inactivity must 
have presented a pretty set of problems. T o 
all intents and purposes, all th at was left of 
the property was it s central office, equipment 
and residu al Good Will. W e can take it 
for granted th a t the fac ilities and organiza-
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B o vo 's C 1 T Y E XP R ESS P os T 
tion fo r collection and dis tribution of m ail 
had disintegra ted. 

When th e P ost had suspend ed business 
August r, 1860, Boyd's boxes for reception of 
mail , presumably, we re still located in more 
th an 2,000 s to res, inns and oth er public 
places th roughout th e city. ( 18) It may also 
be assumed th at most of th ese pl aces had sup­
plies of Boyd's st amps fo r w hich their pro­
pri eto rs had paid face value less a st andard 
disco unt to compensate th em for selling the 
adhesives. At th e time of th e suspension, 
also, we may t ake it fo r gr anted th at a ca r­
r ie r and cle rical o rganiz ation of 40 or more 
men was intac t . 

A fter th e suspension, howeve r , it is equ ally 
ce rtain th at most of th e merchants, innkeep­
e rs and oth e rs w ho possessed th e stamps 
turned them in and th eir outl ays we re r e­
fund ed . Viewing th e inte rlud e as tempora­
ry, ( 19) young Boyd, under no circumstances, 
would have risked the future ill w ill of his 
outl ets by declining to make th e r efund s. 
Boyd's repossession of th ese st amps is the 
probable ex planation fo r th e rem ainders of 
No. 20 L. 15, late r found in the P osts' fil es 
and r efe rred to in th e previous C hapter of 
this se ries. ( 20 ) It is likely, too, that by No­
ve mber a m ajority of th e possessors h ad 
turned in th eir mail reception boxes. 

It is ce rtain th a t most of the car r iers and 
cle rks had fo und oth er jobs, and it w ill be 
reca lled th at some had gone to wo rk for the 
U nited Sta tes Post Office. ( 21 ) Y oung Boyd, 
himself , may have st ayed on w ith th e new 
owners fo r a sho r t w hil e to orient th em to 
th e business, but th e period could not have 
been long, as in hi s New Y ork C ity Directo ry 
lis ting fo r th e yea r ending May r, 1862, 
th e fo rmer busin ess address at 45 Willi am 
Street was deleted and only his resid ence w ith 
th e Shea fa mily at 135 W est 46th Street ap­
pea red. In 1863 he left New York C ity not 
to return fo r almost ten yea rs.(* ) 

Th e lack of adve rtisements or announce­
ments, fo r study, oth er th an the ones already 
refe rred to, m akes it necessary for us to de­
duce policies and prac tices of the new man­
agement f rom th e avail able phil atelic mate­
ri al- and from bits and hints contained in 
subsequent interviews w ith Mr. Blackh am 
quoted in th e contemporary phil atelic press 
- or in later interviews with Mr. Willi ams. 

The new r a tes fo r service were st a ted on 
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th e adve rtising ca rd. (Figu re 2) It is clea r 
th at th e experience of ea rly 1860 h ad led 
Blackh am to th e conclusion th at the business 
co ul d not opera te profitably a t young Boyd 's 
uni fo rm ra te of r cent for all types of serv­
ice. Relying on th e elde r Boyd 's favo rable 
ex per ience w ith a premium rate, and on th e 
public's prevailing d issatisfaction with th e 
service provided by th e Gove rnment's Carrier 
D epa rtment, th e Blackh ams decided to r ees­
tablish th e origin al r ate of 2 cents for door 
delivery of letters, despite th e fact th at the 
Government 's 1-cent ra te es t ablished in 1860 
was still in fo rce. 

They mainta in ed th e younge r Boyd 's I-cent 
r ate fo r transmitting letter s to the U. S. P ost 
Office, competitive with the Government's 
charge, and th ey also und ertook to solicit a 
pat ronage of comm ercial mail , printed mat­
te r, etc. , collected in bulk and delivered at a 
charge of r cent per unit. This type of pa­
t ronage neve r had been vigo rously pursued 
by the Boyds, but G eorge Hussey during the 
six yea rs since his business was es t ablished, 
had demonstrated th at the fi eld was a lucra­
tive one. 

From th e beginning, most of the letter s 
handled by th e new proprietors-and, of 
course, all of th e lette rs for the Post Office 
-were prepaid , but some of th e locally ad­
dressed mail was "collect. " Because of th e 
change of rate from th at w hich h ad prevailed 
ea rly in 1860, th e local mail was, not infre­
quently, und erst amped. A h and st amp "COL­
LECT 1 C E N T ," (Figure 3 ) struck in black 
ink (T ype " bb") was used for such letters. 
T he old prepay ment hands tamp, w ith th e 
initi als "J.T.B." was, of co urse, no longer 
suit able, and a new " PAID" in 4 mm. let-

* With h is proceeds from the sa le of the City Ex press 
Post, the yo unge r J ohn Boyd is be lieved to have at­
tended Co lumbia Univers ity for about two yea rs. H is 
absence from the City afte r 1863 may have been re­
lated to se rv ice in the U nion Army, thoug h no specific 
reco rd of mi l itary en li stment has been fo und. In 1872, 
when hi s name reap pea red in the ew York City Di­
rectory, he had affi liated w ith hi s cous in s, A ndrew 
Boyd and Company of A lbany, N . Y., publishers of a 
New York State business directo ry and seve ral up­
state city di rectories. T hat yea r, at 32 yea rs of age, 
he married A nnette Ha rtmcyer Gri scom, a widow, who 
bore him seven children. In the 188o 's J ohn T . Jr. 
became a rea l estate auctioneer at 111 Broadway­
later, 59 Liberty Street. H is rea l estate business w as 
so ld to J oseph P . D ay & Co. around the turn of the 
Century. He died in New York City May 3, 1904 , in 
h is sixty-fourth year. 
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COLLECT 
1 CENT 

Figure 3. A trac ing of " postage due" mark 
(Type " bb") struck in black on correspondence 
hand led by Boyd 's City Express Post l 861-
1864. 

t er s (Type "h " ) fr amed in a 19 x 12 mm. 
oval ( Figure 4) w as put in use, struck al­
tern ately both in blue and bl ack ink. This 
hand stamp fr equently se rved also to cancel 
th e st amps of the P ost . 

Figure 4 . A tracin g of Prepayment Mark (Type 
" h' 0

) struck in black or blue on mail carried by 
Boyd's City Express Post, l 861 - l 865 . 

The advertising ca rd decl ared th e Bl ack­
hams' intention to r es ume th e four daily de­
live ries-9, I 2, 2 and 4 o'clock-following th e 
eld er Boyd 's long-st anding practice-but it is 
noteworthy that not until a decade later 
w ere th ey willing, as Boyd h ad been, to 
r eco rd both the date and hour of di spatch on 
th e mail pass ing through th eir offices . When 
th e se rvice w as r esumed in 1860, th e new 
proprietors. employed th e last postm ark (Type 
" H " ) of th e form er man agement but de­
leted th e hour and date. (T ype "J", see 
Figure 5) . 

It is believed th at this deletion w as a con­
sequ ence of the wa rtime problem of employ­
ing reli able carriers in sufficient number to 
maintain swift and consistent se rvice. 
Throughout th eir ea rly yea rs in th e manage­
ment of th e E xpress Post, th e Blackh ams 
mu st h ave been troubled w ith repeated turn­
over of pe rsonnel , resulting from enlistments ; 
after 1863 , conscription ; and th e competition 
of war industry. It is no wond er th at th e 
proprietors did not at th e time w ish to ad­
ve rti se th eir hours of receipt and delive ry. 

Conspicuously missing from th e advertis­
ing ca rd or new spaper advertisement was any 
r efe rence to collection points other th an th e 
central office at 45 Willi am Street. No r is 
th ere any conclusive evid ence that these w ere 
r eest ablished. 
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Fi gure 5. A tracing of Postmark (Type " )"). 
Used by Boyd 's City Express Post, 1861 and 
1862. 

This writer is inclin ed to th e opinion, how­
eve r , th at in th e ea rly yea rs of th e Black­
hams' regime, coll ection boxes in some of th e 
fo rmer outl ets we re resumed. Among th e 
ev id ences supporting thi s view is th e nature 
of th e surviving covers . From 1861 to 1864 
too g reat a propo rtion of this mail was pe r­
sonal-and feminine-to h ave o riginated in 
th e th en ·predomin antly business a rea sur­
rounding 45 Willi am Street . Also, if all the 
mail had been depos ited at th e cent ral office 
wh ere rates would have been stressed, there 
would be no acceptable expl anation fo r the 
und erst amped local letters marked "COL­
L ECT 1 C E N T ." A further indication 
th at box collection was resumed in 1861 was 
a st atement by W. B. T aylor , P ostm as ter of 
New Y o rk , in a newspaper announcement 
shortl y to be quoted, th at Boyd's " agents" 
we re telling th e public th at th e Post 's st amps 
would be honored by th e Government on let­
te rs deposited in th e Federal lamp-post 
boxes. Such an allegation makes no sense 
wh atsoever , and probably refl ected some pa­
tron's mi sund erst anding of a "sales t alk" to 
depos it letters in B oyd boxes. 

The absence of references to outsid e col­
lection points in th e initial adve rti sem o::nts is 
believed to have been due to th e need, at the 
tim e of th eir publication, to recon st i tut~ the 
ent ire system and th e Bl ackh ams' in af>i lity 
to do so before th e completion of nther as­
pects of th e reo rganization. 

The resumption of th e city-wid e collection 
system could not have been effected until 
new st amps fo r prepay ment of mail we re 
avail able. The probable condition of th e 
sheets turn ed in by th e fo rmer outlets, and 
und er any circumstances, th e generally un­
sa tisfactory appea rance of th e previous issue 
(No. 20 L . I 5) ; plus th e need now fo r two 
O LLECTORS CLU B P HI LATE LIST , VOL. xx rx, NO. v 



Bovo's C1TY EXPRESS PosT 
(Photograph by Boutrclle} 

Figure 6. No. 20 L. 16 (Type Xl. The 2-cent 
stamp u:;ed by patrons of the Post , 1861 - l 864 . 

denom in atio ns, as compared with one, pre­
viously, made a new issue imperative.(*) 
Thereafter. it must have t aken several weeks 
to restore co ntac t " ·ith th e out lets and d is­
tribute the stamps. Probably at no time in 
Bl ackh am's regime were th e reception points 
as numerous as they had b~e en in th e 185o's. 

The format determined for the new st amps 
reflects th e Blackhams' basic attitude tow ard 
the reconstr ucti on of th e busin ess. Reta ining 
the trade name of Boyd's City Express P ost , 
they also sought to capi talize on th e fam ili ar 
symbo l of th e eagle pe rched on a globe, and 
the traditional elements of th e Boyd postage 
stamp des ign. Ye t, face d ,,· ith th e need for 
two distingu ishab le denomin a tion s, I cent and 
2 cents, th ey abandoned hencefo rth th e fa mil­
ia r g reen glazed su rface colored paper th a t 
had id entifi ed almost all th e ea rlier st amp s, 
thu s g iving these symbols of th e P os t th e 
new and fresh apprarance th at mi ght be ex­
pected of en11ssions by a new management. 

The new stamps (Type X ) w ere litho­
g raph ed in bl ack ink in sheets of 100 subjects, 
th e 2-cent stamp (No. 20 L. 16 ) on orange­
red su rf ace colored and glazed pape r, the 
shade of which w as nearest to Rid gway 's 

* The fact m ay a lso be that a public not ice, not yet 
fou~1d , <len:onet ized the old issue, offer in g a specified 
period of t1111e for holders to turn in any supplies they 
may ha\'e possessed. No exampl e is known of N o. 20 

L. J 5 legitimatel y used on a cover carr ied by the City 
Ex press Post a ft er it s purcha se by the Bl ack ham s. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX , 
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Figure 7 . Nos. 20 L. 17 and 18 (Type X). The 
l -cent stamp used by patrons of the Post, 
186 1-1 864. 

"F lame Scarlet" (Plate II , 9b) and th e r­
cen t stamp on blu e-gray surf ace colored :ind 
glazed paper. ( Figures 6 and 7). 

There appear to have been at leas t six 
print ings of th e latte r during its duration , 
th e ea rliest ( 1 86 1 ) being on a shade Ridgway 
calls "Light Dull G laucous Blue" ( Pl ate 
XLII , .p "'cl ) . L ate r the paper was " Pale 
Med ici Blue" ( Pla te XLVIII, +1 ""b) ; 
" Pea rl Gray" ( Plate XLII, 35'""f ); " D eep 
Glaucous Gray" ( Plate XLVIII , 37""f) 
" Bluish G laucous" ( Plate XLII , 37'"£), and 
finally "Colombia Blue" ( Plate XXIV 
+7'"b). The fir st five shad es are the varie­
ties Scott lists as "Nos. 20 L. 18" and "20 
L. 18a"; and th e las t-n amed ( 1863 ) " To. 
20 L. 1 7" (ca l led by Scott " Lil ac"). In 
this writer's opinion, these were success ive 
printings of th e same va riety on papers which 
varied in th e amounts of gray, blue and vio­
let and g reen mi xed into their surface coat­
mgs. 

In a ll likelihood , two dies were prepared , 
one for th e centra l vignette and the portion 
of the su rrounding inscription reading 
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Bovo 's C1Tv EXPRESS PosT 
" BOYD'S CITY EXPRESS" ; and th e 
other for the lower inscription reading 
" POST CENTS," a mortised space sepa­
r ating th ese words. Transfers, it is be­
lieved, were mad e of the first die in hori­
zontal rows of ten repea ted ten times on 
each stone. In transferring the rows to th e 
2-cent ston e, th e top row ( positions I to IO) 
was inadvertently placed upside down , cre­
a ting IO vertical t ete beche pairs on each 
sheet of roo subjects.* (F igure 8) 

Transfers from the second die ( the lower 
segment) with th e numeral "2" dropped into 
the mortised space, were repeated on th e 2-
cent stone ; and then the same wi th th e num­
eral " 1" inse rted and the "S" erased were 
repeated on th e I-cent stone. However , in 
one of th e ten positions on the latter trans­
fer , th e printer failed to erase th e "S", cre­
ating varieties No. 20 L. I8b and 20 L. 17b, 
r ead ing "I CENTS." 

The heavy outer oval fr aming thi s type 
measured 17 x 21 }E mm. It is suppiemen ted 
by a second , inner, thinly drawn oval sepa­
ra ted by Y:2 mm. from th e outer oval. A 
heavily drawn oval me asuring I I x 14}-i mm. 
frames the vignette. The subj ects on both 
I -cent and 2-cent stones were separa te<l by 
horizontal and vertical dividing lines form­
ing individual frames 17 ;Y:2 x 22 mm. drawn 
on th e stones. 

The background of th e vignette in this 
type is a closely drawn cross-hatching. The 
globe on which the eagle is perched is 2y,I 
mm. high. The eagle's beak almos t touches 
th e righ t wing, and its lef t wing touches the 
frame of th e vignette. The beak was dr awn 
sl ightly open. 

The charac teristics of Type X, dist inguish­
ing it from all oth ers, are two " periods" or 
dots cf color, one on the left-h and sid e of 
the des ign preceding the word "POST" and 
the oth er, directly oppos ite , af ter the "S" 
of "CENTS" on Nos. 20 L. I6, 20 L. I8b 
and 17b, or on Nos. 20 L. 18 and 20 L. I7 , 
in thr same position , but following th e "T" 
of "CE TT." 

* The foregoing descr iption of the lithographic stones 
is not based on re peated tra nsfer ch aracteristics wh ich , 
unfortun ately, have so far defied ident ificat ion by this 
w riter and associates. T he workmanship wa s excel ­
lent, and very few Ra\i\ts or incidenta l marki ngs have 
been noted. Howe ver, the conclusion that the tran s­
fe rs were rows of ten is ba sed on th e fact that thi s 
is the most reasonabl e exp lanation of the inverted row. 
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The I-cent and 2-cent stamps of Type X 
appea r to have been sold ungummed and no 
form of perforation or die-cutting was un­
dertaken. The I-cent st amp iss ued by th e 
second John Boyd is believed to have been 
th e las t of th e C ity Express P ost 's st amps 
to have been sold cut to oval sh ape for " pill­
box" contain ers, and th e experiments wi th 
se rra te perfor ation were not continu ed by 
yo ung Boyd's successo rs. 

The exact date of issue of th ese st amps 
cannot be positively es t ablished since no cov­
ers with J anuary and February, I861, dates 
have been seen. The ea rliest recorded is one 
in th e H. W . K. H ale coll ection dated March 
28, 186 1, franked with th e 1-cent denomina­
tion and also bea ring U. S. No . 26, the 
3-cent stamp of 1857 (F igu re 9). 

H oweve r , th at th e st amps were probably 
on sale by ea rly February (and at seve ral 
places in th e city) is indicated by th e refer­
ences to Boyd's ad hesives in th e following 
an nouncement, previously referred to, which 
appeared in the J ournal of Commerce, Feb­
ru a ry 7th: ( t) (22 ) 

" POST Office , New York, Feb 6, 186 1-
Public notice is hereby given, th at payment 
of th e ca rri er's fee on let ters dropped in 
lamp-pos t boxes, cannot be made by th e 
use of st amps issued by private penny posts 
o r express compani es. Within a few days 
pas t many of the letters detain ed for w ant 
of th e fee have had Boyd's st amp affixed; 
and today I am in formed th at his agents 
st ate to persons who deposi t letters in th e 
boxes, th a t such stamps a re ava il able for 
th a t purpose. U nd er these circumstances, 
and to protect the public, I he reby give 
notice th at the on ly stamps to be used in 
pre-payment of the ca rri er's fee, are those 
issued by th e U nited States . 

W. B. TAYLOR , Postmas ter. 
"CITY EXPRESSES.-The right of pri­
va te exp resses to ca rry let te rs in the city 
has recen tly been es tabli shed by a judicial 
decision; but it sho ul d be dist inctly under­
stood th a t all such "pos ts," "d ispatches," 
&c. a re entirely unconnected with th e Gov­
ernme nt. This ca uti on is necessa ry at the 
present time, as nea rly a score of mail let-

T The st amps referred to ro 11lt! possibly have been the 
old issue, No . 20 L. 1 5, but the ava ilability of t he 
new iss ue is much the more li ke ly hypothesis. 
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Bovo 's CITY EXPRESS PosT 
Figure 8. A full sheet of l 00 subjects of No. 20 L. 16 showing tete beche row at the top . 
Courtesy of Laurence and Stryker, auctioneers of this property on June 16, 1947 . 
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Figure 9. No. 20 L. 18 in combination with U. S. No. 24 on a cover dated March 28, 1861, 
in the H. W. K. Hale collection, addressed to Poughkeepsie, N. Y. The local stamp is can­
ceiled in black ink by the Boyd prepayment mark " h ." 
ters are daily taken from the lamp-post 
boxes with the one cent stamp of " Boyd's 
Dispatch Post," ( instead of the one cent 
Government stamp), on them , to pay for 
their carriage to the Post Office. Such let­
ters are detained at the office until the per­
sons to whom they are addressed have been 
notified by the Department, and have for­
warded a proper one cent stamp." 

Since the essential purpose of the I-cent 
stamp was to prepay tr ansmission of letters 
to th e Post Office, Nos. 20 L. I 8 and 17 on 
covers a re usually found in combination with 
U nited States postage st amps, U. S. No. 2b 

or other denominations of th e I857 issue pri­
or to September 22, 1861 , when these st amps 
were demonetized in New York City; or 
a fter September 16th, when the first st amps 
of the 1861 iss ues were placed on sale-the 
3-cent stamp of the later issue, U. S. No. 
65 . (23) 

An interes ting usage of the Boyd I-cent 
st amp with three copies of U. S. No. 26 and 
a single copy of th e United States No. 24, 
th e r-cent stamp of the I857 issue, is illus­
trated herewith, the Boyd Adhesive prepay­
ing ca rri age to the Post Office and th e Gov­
ernment stamps prepaying the rate to San 
Francisco. (Figure 10). 
THE C
Th e earliest cover noted by the writer, 
combi nin g; the Boyd 1-cent va riety of 1860 
and the U. S. 3-cent stamp of 1861, is one in 
the Hollow bush collection , bearing No. 20 L. 
18, dated September 30, 1861. (Figure IJ). 
The latest of these combinations recorded is 
one in the collection of l\llr. Cyrus Miller, 
stamped with No. 20 L. 17 and U.S. To. 65 , 
dated January 8, 1863, illustrated herewith. 
(Figu re 12 ). 

The 1-cent st amps, of course, occasionally 
were paired to defray the 2-cent rate for local 
de livery service. An example of this usage 
(undated) is also shown. (Figure 13). How­
ever, locally addressed letters handled by the 
Post between 1861 and 1864 were ordinarily 
stamped with No. 20 L. 16. (Figure 14). 

We can only specul ate on th e volume of 
business enjoyed by the Post during th e first 
two years of the new management. The ref­
ere nce in the newspaper announcement, pre­
viously quoted, to "a score daily" of Boyd­
stamped letters mismailed in the Govern­
ment's lamp-post boxes, and the present com­
parative plenitude of used I-cent st amps of 
th e Type X design , on and off of covers, in­
dicates that th e patronage of the Post for 
transmission of lette rs to th e Post Office 
must have been considerable. The Govern­
ment. like the Blackhams, was having war-
OLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO. V 
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( Ph ot ograp h by B out re ll e) 

Figure l 0 . No. 20 L. 18 cancelled by Type " h" prepayment mark in blue ink , in combination 
w it h U. S. No. 24; a lso a pair and single copy of U. S. No. 26 on a cover in th e Abt collection, 
dated September 3 , 1861. Boyd stamp paid service to the New York City Post Office , U. S. 
stamps to San Francisco, California. 

( Ph otog raph by Boulrelle) 

Fi gu re l l . Earlies t recorded combinati on of No . 20 L. 18 and U. S. No. 65, the local tied with 
U. S. postmarks and slightl y ove rlapping Gove rnment stamp. In the Frank Ho ll owbush col­
lecti on, dated Septembe r 30, 1861. The local stamp pre-paid se rvice to New York City Post 
Office, U. S. Stamp to Rochester, New York . 
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( l'h otogrnph hr 8 011/ relle) 

Fi gure l 2. Late usage (January 8, 1863) of No . 2 0 L. 17 in combination with U. S. No. 65 
on a cover in the collection of Cyrus Miller , Kansas City , Missouri. The local stamp, hit with 
U. S. postmark , paid transmissi on to New York City Post Office; U. S. stamp to Galesburg, 
Ill ino is . 

~.M· JM #~ 
". 

~a#,- ~/-

Figure 13. Undated, locally addressed cover with 2 copies of No. 20 L. 18 defraying 2-cent 
postage rate . Tied by Type " )" Postmark , cover hit in black with prepayment mark " h." 
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Fi gure 14. Undated cover, locally addressed , franked with No. 20 L. 16, tied with Type " ]" 
Postmark , cover struck in black with Type " h " prepayment mark . (Abt co llection .) 
time personnel t ro uble and w as still handi­
ca pped by its legally presc ribed " pi ecework " 
basis of compensa tion to ca rrier s. 

Th e dynamic H olt had been t ransfe rred by 
P resid ent Buchanan, in D ecember, 1860, to 
th e more urge nt sec retaryship of W ar , and 
was succeeded in th e function of P ostm as ter 
General by his nex t-in-comm and , H oratio 
Kin g, of M aine. When Lincoln took offi ce , 
King in turn was suppl anted in th e cabinet 
by M ontgomery Blair. 

These gentlemen we re abso rb ed w ith th e 
breakdown of th e inte rcity mail serv ice as a 
resu lt of Secession, and w ith oth er matte rs 
much mo re press ing th an city mail delive ry. 
It has been said th at afte r H olt 's change of 
responsibility, th e Fede ra l ca rrie r se rvice in 
N ew Y o rk decl in ed to a condition not much 
be tte r th an th a t w hich had ex isted in th e 
late J 85o's. Though bese t w ith many prob­
lems of th eir own, the less circum scr ibed 
Bl ackh ams could offe r bette r compensa ti on to 
ca rriers, and th e re is no doubt th at th ey did 
so and th at th ey recovered a good sh are of 
th eir predecesso rs' form er patron age, a t leas t 
in th e tr ansmi ss ion of mail to th e P ost Office. 

The 2-cent doo r del ive ry service does not 
seem to have fa red as well as th e se rvice to 
th e P ost Office . ] udging by th e co mpara­
tive sca rcity of No . 20 L . 16, used o r on 
cove rs, it appea rs th at except in circumstances 
of unusual has te, th e public was less w illing 
th an it fo rmerly had been to pay a premium 
fo r th e Boyd se rvice . N eithe r in th e ea rly 
r 86o's nor after 1863, wh en th e G overn­
ment 's r ate returned to 2 cents, did th e 
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Blackh ams ever regain th e major pa rt of th e 
city's local person al mail patronage. 

Towa rd th e end of th eir second yea r in 
the management of th e Post , the Blackhams 
co ncluded th at th e old qu arter s in which th e 
firm 's business had been conducted since its 
es t ablishm ent, we re no lon ge r satisfactory fo r 
the current requirements. After r8 yea rs, 
the doors of th e old office w ere closed for all 
time, and th e business w as moved to N o. 39 
Fulton Street (a t th e corner of Pearl Street) . 

Th e Type " ] " postm a rk w as di scontinued , 
and to famili a rize th e public with the new 
address, a new h and stamp (T ype " K ") was 
pl aced in se rvice. ( Figure 15). The latest 
use of th e old pos tm ark noted by th e w riter 
w as on a cover in th e fo rme·r collection of 
M r. L aurence Mason, bea ring No. 20 L. r6 
and dated ]'\ ovember 11 , 1862 ; and th e 
ea rli es t w ith th e new hand st amp w as on a 
lette r in th e H ollowbush coll ection, also 
bea ring th e Type X 2-cent st amp, and th e 
" h" prepayment ma rk, da ted F ebru ary 2, 
1863. Thus, th e move mu st have occurred 

Figure l 5 . Tracing of Type " K" Postmark , used 
by the Pos t 18 6 3- 18 65 . 
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in late November, 1862, some time in De­
cembe r of th at year, or in January, 1863. 

At the time of the change of address, the 
proprietors began omitting the word "EX­
PRESS " from the trade name of the Post, 
styling it "BOYD'S CITY POST." The 
new handstamp was a circle, diameter 20 
mm. struck in black. with the inscription at 
the top "BOYD'S CITY POST" in 3y,i mm. 
letters, "39 FULTON ST." at the bottom 
in letters of the same size except th e "T" 
of "ST." which was drawn 2 mm. high and 
under which was placed a thickly drawn 
dash, y,i mm. long. The month and year ap­
pear in 2 mm. letters; the numeral indicat­
ing the day was lettered 3 mm. high. 

In all periods of its hi story, the post h ad 
been frequently referred to as " Boyd's Dis­
pa tch." Francis H agedon h ad call ed it by 
that name in his 1850 advertisement an­
nouncing that the letters mailed in his care 
on Staten Island would be delivered by Boyd 
in New York.(2~) The J ournal of Com­
merce announcement, quoted on page 
of th e present Chapter, called the firm by 
the same name as H agedo rn had used. 

About two years af ter th e Type "K" post­
mark was adopted, when another new hand­
stamp was needed, th e Blackhams decided to 
make a clean break with th e past and adopt 
"Dispatch" as a part of the official designa­
tion of the establishment. The 1865 hand­
stamp (Type "L") was of th e same format 
but slightly larger than its predecessor (32 
mm. diameter). The in scription at the top of 
the circle read " BOYD'S DISPATCH" 
(+ mm. lettering) in stead of "CITY POST" 
(Figure 16), and the words "Dispatch" or 
"City Dispatch" have remained in the official 
trade name since th at time.(*) That the 
v~tr i a tion was not taken too ser iously, how­
eve r, is ev id enced by the fact th at two sub­
sequent issues of ad hesive stamps continu ed 

Figure 16. Tracing of Type " L" Postmark, used 
by the Pos t from 1865 to 1869 or l 870. 
THE 
to bear the words "CITY EXPRESS 
POST." 

Frequently coupled with the T ype " L " 
postmark was a c rudely drawn " PAID" in 
6 mm. letters ( Figure 17) , struck in black, 
(Type "j") which succeeded th e Type "h" 
handstamp and se rved as the Post' s prepay­
ment mark from J anuary or February, .1866, 
for a period of abo ut three yea rs. 

PAID 
Figure 17. Tracing of Type "j" prepayment 
mark, usually struck in black, used by the Post 
from 1865 to about 1869. 

Ea rly in 1863, Congress again turned its 
attention to the problem of city carrier serv­
ice. Despite th e reassurances given by the 
propo nents of the Act of June 15, 1860, in 
the course of the debate on that legislation. 
the system of compensa ti on of carriers based 
on the number of letters they ca rri ed was 
proving inequitable and in adequate to attract 
a satisfactory corps of ca rri ers. Elliott 
Perry, analyzing statistics presented in the 
Postmaster General's Report of 1863, 
showed th at compensation in larger cities 
ranged from $600 to a maximum of $800 per 
year, and in smaller places from as little as 
$100 to a maximum of $soo per year. That 
year the New York Post Office employed 137 
~ a rriers who were paid a total compensation 
of $ 103,600.( 2") 

In the Postal Act of 1863, passed March 
3rd and effective June 30th, th e Congress at 
last provided for the payment of fixed sal­
a ri es "to be prescribed by the Postmaster 
Gene ral" not exceeding $r ,ooo per an num, 
if the Post Office were paying its own 
way.(2G) In 186+ it was made possible to 
pay this maximum, whether the Post Office 
\\·as making money or not. (27 ) 

The 1863 Act also aband oned, for th e time 
bei ng, th e !-cent drop letter fee establi shed 
in 1860, returning the r ate to 2 cents per 
half ounce, " but no ex tr a pos tage or car­
riers' fee shall hereafter be cha rged or col­
lected upon let ters delivered by car riers; nor 
upon letters coll ected by them for mailing in 
delivery."( 28 ) 

*The latest use seen by thi s writer of the Type "K" 
postmark was on a cover in the Hollow bush co ll ection 
dated November 2, 1865. 
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Figure 18 . U. S. Enve lope U. 34 w ith (Bertho ld ) Type 5 frank, brought to New York by 
Wcl:s. Fargo Co., delivered by Boyd to the Metropolitan Hotel (Abt collection) . Wel ls, 
Farro & Co. "S3n Franci,co Oct. 12" st ruck in blue, Boyd Type "K" Postma rk , November 23, 
1864, in black. 
' 
In effect, while restoring equal ity between 
the Post Office rates and those of Boyd's 
Citv Post for the transmission of letters lo­
callr origi nated and locally addressed, the 
ne\\" Act directed that service to the Post 
Office from all Federal collection points in 
the City should be free of charge, a mortal 
blow to the aspect of the Blackhams' busi­
ness that had thrived best during the two­
and-one-half years since the change of own­
ership of the business. 

The Blackhams made no change in rates 
nor in serv ices offered, but it is clear that 
socn after they moved a\\·ay from +5 William 
Street they gave up hope of supporting the 
busi ness primarily, as their predecessors had 
do ne, on personal letter patronage, and 
sought other sou rces of revenue to make the 
enterprise a profitable one. 

One of these supp lementary activities was 
the publication of Boyd's Shipping Gaz et te. 
Late in 1862, in their new offices, at 39 Ful­
ton Street, the firm was joined by !VI rs . 
Blackham 's nephew, William Hicks. Under 
his management a bulletin containing " infor­
mation respecting sai ling of ocean steam­
ships, coas ting and river steamers, also time 
'fHE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO:
taHes of all r ai lroads running to and from 
l'\e\v York,"(*) was published semi-monthly, 
r n the first and fifteenth of each month. The 
subscription rate per year was two dollars 
and advertising was sold at $+o per year for 
"1 square of ten lin es in all issues ." De­
li very, of course, was made without charge 
bv Boyd ca rri ers. Hotels th at would place 
tl·. e publicat ion on file in their reading rooms 
were provided with free subscr iptions. Evi­
dently the circu lation was considerable as th e 
Gazelle attracted a large number of adver­
tisers. 

In the postal end of the business the 
131ackhams conce ntrated their efforts increas­
in gly on the development of commercial 
patro nage and of special services not offered 
by the Government. 

One step in this direction was the effectua­
tion of au ;u rangement in 1863 or 186+ with 
VY' ells, F :tr go and Company for th e New 
York door-delivery nf letters brought to New 
York "outside of the mails" by Wells, Fargo 

*Quotations are from a vo lu me of scattered issues of 
Boyd's Shippi11g Ga~e tt c in the librar y of the New 
York Historical Society, the only surviving file of this 
publication found by the writer in New York City. 
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Figure 19. U. S. Envelope U. 58, handstamped in blue by Wells, Fargo & Co., at Carson City, 
Nevada, June 26; brought by W. F. & Co. to Pacific Coast and thence by steamer to N~w 
York where Boyd delivered it to 71 Broadway. Boyd postmark Type " L" (July 21, 1866 ) and 
prepJyment mark "j," both struck in black . ( Edgar Jessup Collection . ) 
& Co. The warfare between the Govern­
ment anr. the j'rivate express companies over 
the trnnsmission of mai l from the Pacific 
Coast and mountain territories to the 
east( 29 ) had essentially ended in 1853 when 
Wells, Fargo & Co. adopted the policy of 
partially protecting the Government from 
loss of revenue by purchasing stamped en­
velopes and imprinting their company franks 
-these being sold at premium prices for 
transmission swifter than the Government's 
normal service. The amicable character of 
the subsequent relationship was reflected in 
the Government 's million-dollar subsidy of 
Wells, Fargo's Pony Express Service, which, 
between April 3rd and October 26, 1861, 
carried the mail from San Francisco to St. 
Joseph , Missouri. 

After the overland telegraph was com­
pleted the Pony Express was discontinued , 
but Wells, Fargo continued to bring a sub­
stantial volume of letters east, in its franked 
envelopes, by me ans of its stagecoaches and in 
ca re of its agents, outside of the U. S. Mails. 

Collections of Boyd and of Wells, Fargo 
material include a number of exceedingly in-
310 THE 
teresting U. S. (Nesbitt) envelopes with 
W ells, Fargo franks, emanating from San 
Francisco, Carson City and other Western 
points , struck in New York with the Boyd 
Type " K " and later the Type "L " post­
marks ; and also Boyd 's prepayment mark­
ings.( *) In New York, Blackham some­
times remailed these letters to other East 
Coast or even foreign destinations, thus add­
ing a series of Government markings after 

the 3,000-mile trip from the West. (See Fig­
ures I 8, I 9, and 20.) 

While th e Blackhams were reestablishing 
the business they had purchased, not far from 
the neighborhood in which their offices were 
loca ted a novel business was emerging. It 
was described in 1869 by an anonymous 
writer as follows:(30) 

"The sale of foreign stamps in this city 
commenced in 1862, the pioneer in the busi-

* Senders of letter s from the W est apparently had the 
option of prepay ing Boyd's New York delivery charge 
(v ia W ell s, Fa rgo to Boyd ) or making this feature of 
the delivery "coll ect." The writer has seen covers 
brought on by W ell s, Fargo and delivered by the 
Dispatch Post nrnrked, in manuscript, "due 2 cents." 
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Figure 20 . U. S. Enve lope U. 5 8 with !Bertho ld ) Type 5 fran k , dated Sacramento , Cal ., 
Novembe r 21 , brought to New York by W e ll s, Fargo & Co., deli ve red by Boyd to U. S. Post 
Off ice fo r t ransmiss ion to Be lfast , Maine . Boyd Type " L" postmark, December 17 , 18 66, in 
blac k. (Ed ga r Jessup Co ll ection .) 
ness, B aily by name, still ret aining his 
open-a ir st and on th e co rn er of C hambe rs 
Street and th e Pa rk ... Saturday is th e 
g reat market day. Many of th eir pat rons 
a re school boys who devote th ei r weekly 
holidays to exciting inves tments and specu­
lations of this natu re .. . T he profits of 
dealer s in stamps a re almost invari ably 
enormous." ( t ) 

The new hobby was an importat ion from 
abroad , London, Brussels and P aris h aving 
know n it fo r almost a decade. Once l aunched 
in Am erica it spread swif tly and its com­
mercial center in th e 186o's, as now, w as the 
a rea within two or th ; ee blocks of th e P ost 's 
Fulton Street office. 

A major problem of the philatel ic trade in 
th ose days was th e lack of sufficie nt low­
priced mate rial to keep up the collector's in­
terest. All the st amp-issu ing gove rnments, 

t J. W. Scott in " The R apid Growth of Phi lately in 
A me rica ," /l merica n l o11rna l of Philate ly, fir st serie s 
(Ju ly 1, 1868 ) Vol. I , p. 37, gave the t ime of ph il a­
te ly' s emergence in America as "the Fall of 1860 "­
otherwi sc his descri pt ion w as sub stantial ly the same. 
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combin ed , had produced only about 1 ,ooo va­
riet ies, and of th ese many we re too sca rce fo r 
th e schoolboy's pocketbook. ( *) The aver age 
collection seldom contained more th an 300 
va r ie ties. ( 31 ) 

It was natural, the refo re, th at th e few 
surviving priva te post al ente rp r ises, seeing a 
chance fo r some add itional income and good 
adve rtisin g, should have issued some va rieties 
of adhesive st amps pri ma rily fo r the col­
lecto rs' market. Almost all mode rn govern­
ments have, to a greater or lesse r degree, 
fo llowed thi s example. 

The Blackh ams discovered th e budding 
" phil ate lic" mar ke t in 1863 , and th e va rieties 
lis ted by Sco tt as Nos. 20 L. 19, 20, 21 and 
22 were th e res ult. They we re lithographed 
fro m the Type X 2-cent stone, shee ts of t en 

* Phi l ip H . W ard, in "U. S. Notes and Comments," 
.\1 e/1eels l f'ee kly, Decembe r 12 , 1949, quoted D r. J . E. 
G ray on January 151 1863 , as hav ing recorded "1660 
va rieties, " but Ward add s "thi s incl uded man y of .. . 
dubious standing ." Among the tota l , acco rding to 
J ames Les l ie, " A Chapter on the Uni ted States Local 
Posta ge Stamps," Slam p Collectors' Magaz in e, (B ath, 
England , No v. 1 , 1863) Vol. l , No. 10, pp. 15 3- 156, 
were 26-l va rietie s of U. S. Local stamps. 
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rows of ten subj ects w ith th e top row in­
ver ted, on w hite, green, navy blue, and crim­
son surf ace colored and glazed paper re­
spectively. ( t) 

It is probable th at th e Blackh ams would 
accommodate an occasion al customer by can­
celling an envelope bear ing one of th ese 
st amps or pe rh aps passi ng it through their 
r egul a r car ri er service . D r. Willi am H . 
Mitchell , of B ayonn e, New J er sey, w ho col­
lected th e st amps of th e pr ivate post al serv­
ices in th e I 88o's and I 8go's, and knew Mr. 
Blackh am, bequ eath ed us more informa tion 
th an any other auth ority on th e sub ject of 
th e Boyd later issues. Mitchell , in 1887 and 
sever al times subsequ ently, quoted Bl ackh am 
as st ating positively th a t this issue never 
served any regul a r post al purpose . (32) 

The st amp on navy bl ue glazed paper (N o. 
20 L . 21 ) tied to a cove r in th e E merson Col­
lection w as sold a t auction by D aniel F. K el­
leher , February 23, I939, and thi s specimen 
probably accounts for th e listing of this va­
riety "on cover" in Scott's Specialized Cata­
logue. Beyond question, however, th e stamps 
had no regul a r postage usage, and should be 
rega rd ed merely as interes ting album deco ra­
tions, refl ecting th e early days of American 
philately. 

While th e Blackh ams were not hes itant to 
bring out st amps fo r th e satisfaction of the 
phil atelic tr ade, on paper different fr om th a t 
of th eir regula r issues but of th e same de­
sign, their competitor George Hussey w ent 
much furth e r. H e not only issued facs imil es 
of his own pas t st amps-non-commercia l v a­
ri eties which, if pressed, he wo uld honor 
postally-but he also went into th e business 
of manufacturing " for th e st amp tr ade" 
counterfeits of his surviving competitor 's 
st amps, and those of th e pas t priva te posts. 
H e did not, of co urse, attempt to imitat e th e 
form er so closely as to cause defr audment 
of Blackham or other competitor s, but his 
imita tions w ere close enough to give consid­
er able subsequ ent trouble to phila tely. 

T ype X of Boyd w as honored by hi s at­
tention-a counterfeit 2-cent st amp (Figu re 

t T hese prin t ings from the origina l 2-cent stone a re 
believed to have been the onl y uses made of the stones 
or dies of Type X sub sequent to the prin ting of Nos . 
20 L. 16, 17 and 18. T here were no reprints of the 
latter stam ps. U nused copies of these varieties, ava il­
ab le to coll ecto rs today, are remainders. 
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Figure 21. The George Hu ssey counte rfe it of 
the Boyd 2-cent stamp of 186 1 (No. 20 L. 
16). Hussey al so made a 1 -ce nt stamp of this 
type. 

2 1) printed in r ose on white paper , 3,500 
sheets of 42 subj ects ( 6 row s of 7) w hich, 
acco rding to his notebook , (*) we re produced 
and sold between J anu ary 6, I 863, and Aug­
ust 25, r864 ; th e same denomin ation, f rom 
th e same stone, in gold on white-a sca rce r 
commodity ( th e notebook tells us of only 
one run of I ,ooo sheets, June 28, r 862 ) ; and 
an "iss ue" of 3,620 shee ts of r-cent stamps of 
th e id entical des ign, printed in blue on white 
wove paper. 

Other counterfeiters of T ype X also made 
th eir contributions to th e packets of "fac­
simile locals," once sold to collector s all over 
th e co untry. On e of th ese types, probablv an 
S. All an T aylor imitation of G eorge Hus~ey's 
counte rfeit, is illustr ated herewith. (F igure 
22.) 

In r 864, as a new fea ture of th eir se rvice 
to commercial pa t rons, th e Bl acklt ~ms issued 
th e Post 's fi rst embossed st ampeJ envelopes_ 
The writer find s no sa tisfactory explana tion 
fo r prev ious fa ilure to add this cor1veni ence 
to th e se rvices of th e P ost, th ~ Gover~ment 
having led the way in 1853, and Blood 's Dis­
pa tch in Philadel phi a having done a sub st an · 
ti al busin ess in st amped envelopes from 1850 
to its demi se in 1863. 

Limit ations of space do not perm it descrip­
t ion of th e fir st Boyd embossed envelope> in 
the present C hap ter , but th ey w ill be illus­
tr ated and fully desc ribed in its successor. 

" T his notebook has long been in the possess ion of a 
we ll -known contempora ry phil ateli st and dea ler. 
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Figure 22. A second counterfeit of the Type X 
2-cent stamp made for sale to collectors. This 
counterfeit type is also seen in the 1 -cent de­
nomination. 

The spring of 1865 saw the end of the 
long, bitter Civil W ar, and soon the nation 
was beginning the difficult t ask of reconstruc­
tion and the resumption of normal commerce. 

For William and Mary Blackham the four 
war years had been a period of orientation to 
America, its ways and mode of life; and a 
period of trial , experimentation and orienta­
tion to the busi ness they had purchased. 
Gradually they had won the confidence, not 
only of the limited number of business firms 
which had employed the services of John T . 
Boyd and hi s son-the banks, insurance com­
panies and such utilities as the Manhattan 
Gas Light Company-but of a considerable 
number of new patrons who desired rapid 
and economical deliveries of bills, notices and 
circulars. Boyd 's Dispatch was once more a 
firmly established New York City utility and 
was to retai n that status, without interrup­
tion or serious challenge for nearly 20 subse­
quent years. 

(To Be Continued.) 
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SE,CRETAR Y'S PAGE 

June 7, 1950 Collector's Club Night 

This meeting was devoted to an exhibition 
and discussion of the material from the many 
fine collections belonging to The Collectors 
Club. Since it w as impossible to show the 
collections in their entirety, Mr. H . D. S. 
H averbeck, Curator of the Collectors Club, 
selected some interesting pages from a num­
ber of the albums. The purpose was to give 
those present some idea of the vast scope of 
the material. Mr. Stephen G. Rich and 
Mr. Winthrop S. Boggs assisted Mr. Haver­
beck in discussing the display. 

As many of the out of town members are 
probably unaware of the various collections 
which are owned by the Club, it would seem 
more appropriate to use this space to out­
line their scope rather than to describe the 
material shown. 

Th e Char/rs L. Pack Canada: This is a 
highly specialized collection of the first Do­
minion Issue, usually called, "The Large 
Cents." The collection includes a grand 
range of shades, perforation, and watermark 
varieties, such as a complete reconstruction 
of the "E. and G. Bothwell Clutha Mills" 
watermark, as well as examples of the rare 
Script watermark on the 15c. This collec­
tion is in three volumes, and is copiously 
written up and annotated by Mr. Louis G. 
Barrett. 

The Charles L. Pack Brazil: An outstand­
ing study of the 1894 100 Reis Liberty Head 
( Scott No. I 16) of Brazil. The collection 
which fills eight volumes was formed by Mr. 
Pack to show that philatelic research does 
not require a well filled wallet. The stamp 
is common and has a nominal catalogue 
value. It is one of the most exhaustive 
studies that have ever been made of a single 
stamp. The various printings, papers, per­
forations , substituted heads, and other points 
have been worked out in great detail. Ex­
tensively written up by Mr. Louis G. Bar­
rett. 

Th e Jos eph S. Rich Korea: A specialized 
study of the stamps of Korea prior to the 
Japanese occupation and conquest. It is 
THE C
chiefly famed for the fine covers and the 
study of the various surcharges, some of 
which are present in complete sheets, as well 
as various reconstructed settings. This is an 
exceptionally fine study of what has been an 
unpopular country. 

Th e Siedenburg Brem en : A very fine and 
rather complete collection of the stamps of 
Bremen. The collection is rich in unused 
and large pieces. It is particularly useful 
for compa rison purposes by experts. 

Th e Steinway S eych elles : A complete col­
lection of the stamps of the Seychelles up to 
1935. It contains mint examples of every 
stamp and also mint blocks of four of most 
of them. There are also reconstructions of 
the settings of many of the provisional sur­
charges, as well as all the various varieties 
occurring in these surcharges. 

The Morris Honduras: These are com­
plete imperforate proof sheets of the 1907 
issue of Honduras. In addition, the Club 
also has the dies and some of the plates from 
which these stamps were printed. 

Bolivia: This is a highly specialized study 
of the first two "Condor" stamps of this 
country. Excepting the first, all states of the 
plate are represented by unsevered sheets, 
and thus is extremely valuable to students of 
these stamps. This collection has been re­
cently mounted and written up by Mr. John 
K. Bash and was exhibited for the first time 
at this meeting. 

Unit ed States Locals: This is a fine refer­
ence collection of these most interesting 
stamps of the Private Posts of the United 
States. The collection has recently been 
mounted by Mr. Elliott Perry and will be 
available to students in the Fall. 

Th e D e Long Collection: A general Col­
lection in five volumes. In addition to many 
fine stamps, there are autographs of the Rul­
ers of the country or of the persons pictured 
on the stamps. 

( Continued on Page 318.) 
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FRANCE 

The "Sower" Issues 

Notes On A Few Alleged Varieties 

By CARL STEPHENSON 

l\!Iember, France & Colonies Group* 
Between 1903 and 1938 the French Repub­
lic issued a large number of stamps character­
ized by the design of la Semeuse, or the 
Sower. As most every collector knows, such 
stamps fall into two main groups : those hav­
ing a lined background (Scott, Nos. 138-54) 
and those having a solid background. Within 
the latter group are to be found the JOc red 
with "ground under feet" (Scott, No. 155) 
and a long series of stamps with "no ground 
under feet." Of these there are two major 
types: printings from early plates (Scott, Nos. 
162b, 163a, and 175b) , identified by thin nu­
merals and letters, and printings from later 
plates, identified by thicker numerals and let­
ters. Besides, our Standard Catalogue ( 1950 
edition, p. 305) tells us about a supposed re­
touching of the early plates that resulted in 
additional varieties. Whatever the source of 
that information, it does not appear in modern 
French catalogues. I advise collectors to 
forget it; for I have tried in vam to find 
stamps that would justify any such learned 
c0mmentary. 

The main purpose of this article, how­
ever, is not to criticize the Scott listings men­
tioned, but to consider some of the minor va­
rieties distinguished in more specialized cata­
logues-primarily that of Yvert (1939) , 
which seems to have been followed by Thi­
aude, Lesgor, and others. From Yvert we 
learn that French stamps of the earlier twen­
tieth century were all produced by letter­
press ("typography"). In the case of the 
Sower issues, particularly, a die was engraved 
with a space lef t for an insert ( poincon) 

*This study is cont r ibuted to the COLL ECTOR S 
CL UB PHILATELIST by the France & Colonies Society. 
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bearing the needed designation of value. Such 
a d ie would then be used to produce a num­
ber of molds in a soft metal or thermoplastic. 
These were used to make an electroplate for 
the printing of stamps in sheets, strips, or 
booklet panes. But as the plates became 
worn, new poincons for the commonest de­
nomin ations would have to be produced. 
Since they were engraved by hand, slight 
changes of the numerals and the adjacent let­
ter would appear in later printings. Hence 
the varieties th at came to be recognized by 
Yvert. (See France and Colonies Philatelist, 
vol. I, no. 5; but do not trust the drawings 
at the top of the left column on p. 21, which 
are inaccurate). 

The central argument here briefed seems to 
me quite sensible, and has been verified to my 
own satisfaction by the actual finding of most 
varieties thus listed. Some of them are so 
distinct that they might even be catalogued by 
Scott. Others, depending mainly on the 
shape of the "C," cause more trouble but can 
sti ll be identified by means of Yvert 's descrip­
tions. Only a few continue to baffle my 
search: the alleged varieties of Scott, Nos. 
159, 160, and 162. As a mere collector, I long 
tried to buy mint copies of them from Ameri­
can dealers and had poor luck. Then I hap­
pened to acquire a large lot of used twentieth­
ccntury France and was curious enough to 
look through it for examples of the wanted 
varieties. Here they are:-

( r) Scott, No. 159, 5c. green. Yvert lists 
two types: I (No. 137A), the "Q" of 
"REPUBLIQUE" represented by an 
"O" wi th sepa rated dot and the "5" 
measuring 3 mm. across (Thiaude, No. 
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THE SOWER ISS UES OF FRANCE 
178; Lesgor, No. 185); II (No. 
137 B), the " Q " represented by an "O" 
with attached line and the ·"5" measur­
in g 5 1/ 5 mm. across (Th iaude, No. 
178i ; Lesgor, No. 186). 

(2) Scott, No. 160, 5c. orange. The same 
two types are listed by Yvert , ·Nos. 
1 58A, 158 B (Thiaude, Nos. 179L, 
179; Lesgor, Nos. 199, 200). 

( 3) Scott, ]\" o. 162, JOc. red. Yvert lists 
two types, reversing the order for 
th ose of the 5c: I (No. 138A), the 
"Q" re presented by an "O" w ith at­
tached li ne (Thi a ud e, No. 181; Les­
go r, No. 187); II (No. l 38B) , the 

Fig . 1- Yvert #137A, 137B. 
31-0 THE C
Fig. 2- Yvert # l 58A, l 58B. 

"Q" rep resented by an "O" with sepa­
rated dot (Thiaude, No. 181H ; Les­
gor, No. 188, apparently confused 
with Yvert, No. 159B). No differ­
ence in the numerals or in the "C" is 
noted by Yvert, though such difference 
seems to be implied on p. 11 1. 

!\ow for a few cone! us ions. I can und e r­
sta nd how an inserted poincon could change 
th e shape of the numerals or of the "C," as 
11·e ll as their distance from the surrounding 
design. But how cou ld it affect th e inscrip­
tion at the top of the stamp? Wh en I am 
asked to detect th e fifth of a millimeter in 
th e width of a num eral printed with vary ing 
ink on varying paper, I quit. Most of us 
have already done so in the case 8f Scott 's 
t11·0 varieties of J\ o. 37 . So, to identi fy 
Yvert , Nos. l 37A, l37B , 158A, 158B , 138A, 
and l 38B, we have to rely on th e tail of th e 
"Q." Herew ith, consequently, I submit 
severa l photographic reproductions (fo r which 
I have to thank my good friend and coll eague, 
John W. W ells) :-

( 1) Nine copies of th e 5c. green-Figure I. 
Don 't they seem to indicate a g rada­
tion in the inking or in the wear of th e 
plates? 

(2) Two mint copies of the 5c. orange, to­
gether with a used pair showing the 
two alleged types-Figures 2, 3. 
What do you make of them? 
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Fi g. 3-Pai r, Yvert # l 58A, 1588 . 
(3) One mint copy of the JOc. red, normal 
type , and three used copies (se lected 
from about a thousand) possibly illu s­
tr at inJ:?: the other type-F igure +· Do 
they tend to prove the existence of a 
distinct die? 

If anyone looked over a thousand copies 
of the roc. green, which is not supposed to 
show Type Tl ("Q" with separated dot), he 
might perhaps find three copies like those 
illustrated above. 

And how about all the other denomina­
tions of the Sower design? 

Personally, I lack the time as well as the 
material for such research. I can merely ask 
questions to which I have no definite an­
swers. Those who own complete sheets , or 
large stocks, of the stamps in question shou ld 
be able to justify or di sc redit tl~e pertinent 
remarks in our specialized cata logues of 
French stamps. Yvert, I should add, gives 
specific dates for the first printings of the 
stamps th at he catalogues as di sti nct types. 
It is quite possible that different di es were 
mad e for the early So\\·er issues-for the 
frames 
value. 
,,.e try 

as \\·e ll as for the designations of 
But let 's have better evidence before 
to collect all these alleged varieties . 
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Fig. 4-Yvert # l 38A, 1388. 

:\lean\\'hile shall continue to believe that 
too many of our philatelic experts merely 
repea t what, at some time, somebody hap­
pene d, for some reason , to publish some­
\\·here. 
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SEC R ETA R Y'S P AGE 
(Continued fro m P age 314.) 

Th e General R eference Collection: This 
coll ection is valu able fo r expe rtizing. It 
contains many r are and fin e pieces of the 
U nited States, J apan, British Colonies, etc. 
It has recently been remounted by th e C ura­
to r and w ill be avail able fo r students in the 
Fall. 

It is our hope th at in fu ture numbers of 
th e COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATE L ­
IST we will have more detailed art icles dis­
cussing various ph ases of these fi ne collections 
so th at ou r members w ill know more of th e 
wonderful phil atelic material avail able for 
study and encou rage th ose w ho w ish to make 
donations to enl arge upon th e C lub's col­
lections. 

The foliowing new membe rs we re elected 
to membership at th e Boa rd of Gove rnors' 
meeting held June 28th , 1950: 
NO. 

2863 H ugo S. Ba rbier a, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Collects U . S. A. and Italy 

286+ Willi am J oseph Bl aum, A lbany, N. Y. 
Collects U . S. 20th Century lmperfs, 
Briti sh-King G eo. VI 

2865 Richard Dumonte, L os A ngeles, Cali f. 
Collects Independ ent Asia, C hin a 

2866 Barbara R . M ueller , J effe rson, Wisc. 
Collects U. S. Cove rs & Pos tal His­
tory 

2867 Robert H . Rh odehamel, Indianapolis, 
Ind. Collects Stamps on cover, P ostal 
H is tory of Indi ana and A laska 
SCHEDULED MEETINGS FO'R OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER, 1950 

October 4 - Dr. Clarence W . Hennan--Ge neral Exh ibit. 

18 Theodore E. Steinway-Se lected Material from h is co llections. 

November Mrs. Prentice Cromwell-20th Century Newfoundland-Conducted by Mr. 

George B. Sloane . 

1 5 - 19th Century Europe by arrangement of Mr. John R. Boker, Jr. 
T HE C
2868 E. E. Steene, A ppleton, Wisconsin. Col­
lects U . S. and Z eppelins 

2869 J ohn R ichard Cooke, Ontario, Canada. 
Collects Phil atel ic Liter ature of the 
E nglish language only, especially Cana­
di ana 

2870 J ohn W . Yax ley, Montreal, Canada. 
Collects Canada, Egypt, and Switzer­
land 

T he L ibrary Committee reports th e ac­
quisition of th e fo llowing: 

"Catalogo Ilustrado de Sellos de Correo de 
Espana" by H ermenegildo Prets 

"Ea rly Wisconsin R ailroad P ostm a rks" by 
Roland L. Hustis 

"App roaches to Ph ilately" by G . B. E rskine 

"S tamps D ay by D ay" by L. N . & M. W il­
li ams 

"F rench Ph ila telic Facts" June 1950 issue, 
by Brainerd K remer 

" Expos icion Fi latelica Intern acional R epub­
lica A rgentin a" P rospectus of Argentine 
Expos ition, Buenos Ay res Oct. 6 to l 2, 

1950 
" The P ostma rk-S tamps and th e P ostal Can­

ce ll ations of th e Sa rdini an States 1851-
1863" by Alber to Bolaffi-English trans­
la tion of previous wo rk in Itali an 

" L ocations and Assignments, U . S. Army 
Post Offices, World W ar II" compiled 
by Almon J. Tripp 

H. S. D . H averbeck 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

T he Triangular S tam ps of Ca pe of Go od 

H ope. By D . A lan Stevenson, B .Sc., F .R.S. 
(Edin.), M. l.C.E. L ondon, H . R . H armer 
Ltd., 1950. 142 pp. £3 3s. ($8.82) post free. 

When we conside r how long th e Cape 
T ri angles have been a favo rite fie ld fo r the 
most advanced collector s as well as fo r the 
tyros in our hobby, th e most r emarkable fac t 
about M r. Stevenson's book is th at a work 
of this caliber and compass had not appeared 
many years ago. Judged by the st and ards of 
study which have been applied to th e U. S. 
185 1's, th e U. S. 1861's, th e fi rst issues of 
France, Britai n's P enny Black, and even 
meas ured against such wo rks of deep and 
origin al study as L obdell 's on the U nion of 
South Africa King's H eads, th e Cape T ri­
angles h ave really h ad surprisingly super­
fic ial study. This is said with full apprecia­
tion of th e wo rks of Allis and Jurgens, which 
a re, w ithin th eir chosen aspects, as deep­
penetrating as one could des ire. But the 
fac t still r emains th at until this yea r of 1950, 
th e re existed no published wo rk giving th ese 
grand class ics anything approaching th e de­
tai led study that they dese rve. 

The book now being r evi ewed presents 
mate ri al hitherto not on published reco rd, to 
th e extent of app roxim ately half th e tot al 
numbe r of philatelic facts mentioned in it. 
O f this unpubli shed in fo rm ation, th e la rge r 
pa rt is known to this r eviewe r to be discov­
e ries by Mr. Stevenson himself. Thus the 
new Three-Cornered Capes book is quite cor­
rectly to be described as th e majo r piece of 
phil atelic resea rch published th us fa r in 1950. 

In one important respect, th e Stevenson 
wo rk int rod uces to ex tensive use in phil a­
tel ic w riting someth ing w hich had hitherto 
been practiced fa r too lit tle. T his is th e 
coo rdin ation of old and new info rm ation into 
a coherent, comprehensive report on th e mat­
ter in hand. W e have had numerous wo rks 
in w hich th e va rious contributions by va rious 
phil ateli sts on one subj ect have been all r e­
po rted ; but in th e main, and w ith only small 
exceptions, no attempt has been made to wo rk 
fact No. 1 fr om stud ent X, fac t No. 2 from 
st udent Y, fac t No. 3 from th e auth or , and 
pe rh aps hypoth esis A from some oth er source, 
into a single coherent t rea tment. The mu-
THE COLLECTORS CLUB P H ILATELIST, VOL. XX IX, NO
t u al cross-bea rings of the fac t s, sugges ted 
explanations, etc. usually h ave not been ex­
plicitly wo rked out and st ated . In doing 
th is, 1\11 r. Stevenson has provid ed a wo rk of 
fa r more se rvice to his fellow collectors th an 
even such mas ter pieces of th e oth er and older 
meth od as th e K ohl H and book treatments 
of various countries. 

Na tu rall y, main interes t attaches to w h at 
is new. T he studi es of th e dies and pla tes 
of th e engraved Triangles, the new in fo rm a­
tion about pl ate pos ition va rieties, th e dis­
cove ry of two dies of th e i d engraved Tri­
angle, a pionee r investiga tion of th e differ ­
ences between th e papers used for the 1853-
55 and th e I 863 issues by th e two different 
printing fi rms, a re among th e more con­
spicuous pieces of new in formation. E ntirely 
new is th e study, by sta ti stical methods and 
w ith graphs, of th e production, delive ries, 
and "consumpts" of th e va rious stamps. This 
is a t leas t equal as a contribution to our 
und erst anding of th e T ri angles, to th e ex­
tensive pl ate-va ri ation studies j ust mentioned. 

Th e present r eview er , who has long col­
lected th ese issues, and h as iong been dis­
sa tisfied w ith the usual discussion of w hat 
points make an 1863 " D e L a Rue" Triangle 
inst antly recognizeable, is inclined to se t high 
value on M r . Stevenson's treatment of this 
problem, and particul a rly on his introduction 
of th e catego ries " fl aky prints" and "woolly 
prints." 

One consp icuous feature of the book, w hich 
will rende r its use more th an usu ally con­
veni ent , is th e se ries of ve ry carefully thought 
out and equ ally ca ref ully draf ted di agr ams. 
Th e w hole-page developments on page 37, 
showing th e process from source dies to fi n­
ished plate, and printed st amps, is indeed a 
real key fo r underst anding much th at even 
th e best verbal description might leave con­
fused. T hose of th e relative positions of th e 
stamps in squ a re pairs on pages 40 and 41, of 
th e woodb lock stereos and th eir differences 
on page 73 , and of waterm ark arr angement 
on page 85, dese rve special mention. 

Beyond th ese, th e illu strations appear at 
fi r st sight to be " lavi sh. " Actu ally, close 
stud y shows th at not one is even par tly 
supe rfluous. T he pictures a re many because 
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many pos1t1ons in each sheet of st amps h ave 
characteristic stigmata th at need to be shown. 

This reviewer may perhaps be prejudiced 
in favor of Mr. Stevenson's book because, 
among the workers to whom full c redit is 
given, his own name is found mentioned ap­
preciatively when his own contributions of 
detail are mentioned. In a sense, it is some­
what of a reflection on th e level of stamp 
scholarship, to have to mention appreci atively 
what is normally done in other fields of in­
tellectual work. Yet the cold fact is th at 
Mr. Stevenson, following only the norm al 
practice of writings in engineering technology 
(his own profession) , has set up a new 
standard of recognition of the other men's 
work within philately. 

No one student, however able and willing, 
can get everything exactly right. It thus 
becomes the reviewer 's duty to mention any 
such hiatuses, however ungrateful such men­
tion may seem. 

The treatment of "constant marks"-the 
stigmata of the individual plate positions­
frome page so onward, is seriously affected 
towards inadequacy by lack of recognition 
of the nature of plate layout markings . The 
various dots and scribed lines which show up 
on the stamps are adequately described . But 
the fact that they are located with refer­
ence to the "side point" used for positioning 
the transfer roll in laying down the plate, 
rather than to the actual relief , is unfortu­
nately missed. Accordingly, Mr. Stevenson 
fails to appreciate why the marks are in the 
positions in which they occur. We hope that 
some future student, armed with such infor­
mation as is on reach in James Baxter's well 
known book, will work over what Mr. Stev­
enson has reported so fully , and bring it into 
the further stage of full order. 

There is mention of the discovery by 
Meyer and the present reviewer, in r946, of 
the varying distances between stamps of the 
square pair in each value. Mr. Stevenson 
adds a notable contribution in examining 
each value for whether the corners of the 
stamps in the square pair come opposite each 
other or have some other constant rel ation. 
However, he accuses us of missing one fact 
-accuses us fairly and justly; and then com­
mits an error on this fact in stating what 
he found . We stated that the bases of the 
4d stamps were parallel and r.4 mm. apart. 
320 THE C
Mr. Stevenson says th at th ey are converging 
and 1.4 mm. apa rt at one end , r mm. a t the 
other, even as the st amps of the rd square 
pairs. 

Examination of some 25 pairs or blocks of 
the 4d since receiving Mr. Stevenson's book 
for r eview, and measurement of the space 
between st amps with adequate instruments 
show th a t the st amp s a re slight ly ou t of 
parallel in this value. They a re r.4 mm. 
apart at one end and 1.2 mm. apart at the 
other. This co rrection of fact is offered to 
l\!Ir. Stevenson as our contribution to th e 
study of these fascinating stamps. So much 
less conspicuou s is the " trumpet shape" of the 
space between stamps on the 4d square pairs 
than on the rd, that it can be understood th a t 
when Mr. Meyer and I worked, we did not 
feel the need for measuring this space to so 
small a distance on the 4d . (The term 
" trumpet shaped space" is Mr. Stevenson's, 
for the space on the rd square pairs-we 
gladly g ive it publicity). 

Absence of an index is the one regrettable 
feature. 

The introductory section, integra ting the 
postal history compactly, the chapter on can­
cellations, bringing things into order most 
conveniently in this field , and the treatment 
of essays and proofs, are among other sec­
tions deserving more th an merely "favorable 
mention ." But in plain truth , any adequate 
review would amount to a condensation of 
the book! 

At long last we h ave the Cape Triangl e 
book of which we have always dreamed. 

Stephen G. Rich 

Die Ausgabe Stelzende Helvetia 1882- 1907 
by Ed. Riittimann ; Basel , Switzerland ; r950; 
German language. 

As the r 882-1907 issues of Switzerland 
carry the same de sign , their popular phila­
telic name is "The Standing Helveti a" in 
contrast to th e 1908-1925 "Sitting Helveti a" 
stamps. This book, just published , is a re­
markable study devoted solely to the st amps 
with "the Standing Helvetia." It was printed 
in a very limited edition of only 250, and is 
generously illu str a ted with 99 illustrations 
and 6 drawings . 

We consider th is a complete description of 
these issues and most every detail relating to 
the paper, printing, gum, watermarks, errors, 
essays, colors, perforations, retouches, quanti-
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ties pnnted and used plus 18 differen t types 
of c ~ ncell at i on s are mentioned. 

This ou tstand ing study was compiled by 
Mr. Ruttim ann w ith th e ass istance of well 
known Swiss phila teli sts. It is of great 
valu e to the stud ents of those issues. 

A lth ough in German, th ose unfamiliar 
with the language w ill no doubt be able to 
understand most of it , because most all of the 
text is accompanied by illustrations. 

Mau rice T1· epit 

Sanabria Air Post Catalogue. 1950 Edition . 
Ed ited and Published by N. Sanabria & Co. 
Inc. New York, N. Y . 472 pp. $4.75· 

A practical gu id e to the fie ld of collec­
able material and its valuations in the various 
specialty branches of stamp collecting is a 
most useful philatelic tool. The H ouse of 
Sanabr ia, r ecently und er new manage ment, 
has annually published since 1936 a reference 
book to aero-phila tely. The catalog's 
growth , as th e number of ai r mail stamps in­
creased, had caused it to become bulky and 
unwieldy. Th e new proprietors have done 
a complete revision and re-w rite job. The 
1950 ed ition run s about half as many pages 
as former ones by th e use of a double in­
stead of a single column listing. 

The Sanabria trad ition of being unabrid ged 
is carri ed on to a large ex tent. The result 
is that many of th e recent controversi al is­
sues are included. There is no question 
that a small percentage of such foreign 
st amps neve r saw an airplane but fle w in­
stead directly from th e printer or postal 
agent to philatelic hands. However, this 
slight minority as listed in Sanabria should 
not offset the total gener al value of this 
cata log. A good specialized catalog of air 
mail st amps has been needed for many years. 
Form erly there were many, most of which 
have disappeared. It is, th erefo re, heart­
ening to see th e Sanabria catalog continu e. 

It is conceded th at there are frequent er­
rors in thi s new edi tion. The editors are 
well aware of this and promise to make the 
necessary co rrections. But the revisions al­
ready made in such sections as th e United 
States, Czechoslovaki a, the British Empire, 
France and some of th e Latin American 
co untri es demonstrate th e formation of an 
aero-phil atelic reference book of great value. 

H .M.G. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO
Th e P ersian Gulf by Major T. L. C. Tom­
kin s. Published by Stamp Collecting, Ltd., 
27 Maiden Lane , W. C. 2, London. 

This volume commences a series of hand­
books to be published under the honored 
name of "S tamp Collecting." If the re­
mainder of the series is up to th e st andards 
set by th e fi r st of them, a signal service to 
philately wi ll be rendered. 

This study is an en t irely new work and 
typifies one of the better trends in our hobby, 
Postal History ; collectors are no longer sat­
isfied with the stamps th emselves, but wish to 
lea rn th e w hys and whe refores of th eir issue 
and how and when they are used. 

The book gath ers in one place th e various 
usages of st amps of the Indian Empire in 
th e P ers ian Gulf. It attempts to show the 
types of cancell ation s used in the a rea and 
the kinship of th e cancellations to those of 
th e Indi an Empire itself. The author is 
careful about dating and nowh ere claims 
" Earliest known usage" or "Last D ay". H e 
ex hibits th e studied care of the true historian 
and philatelic researcher, and h as mad e a 
valuable contribution to th e hobby. 

This reviewer feels th a t th e work has not 
been carri ed far enough in respect to the 
philately of the Persian Gulf area. There 
is no mention of what stamps of th e Indian 
Empire were available at th e various post 
offices or whether the postal rates were the 
same as those in Indi a. In all t here is too 
little emphasis on the st amps and postal rates. 
These however are sins of omission rather 
th an commission. 

On the credit sid e of th e ledger is th e care­
ful and clear illustrating of the various post­
marks. The reviewer h as done some brows­
ing in th e pastures of "India used Abroad" 
and can tes tify to th e difficulty of obtain­
ing clear cancell ation s and postmarks. If 
only for this r eason alone th e book is useful 
and valuable. The historical dat a supplied is 
brief and accur ate and the quotations from 
Official Documents are not overdone, a fault 
of so many works of this kind. The author 
is to be complimented on his labor. H e h as 
helped to fill another gap in th e a rchives of 
Phil ately. 

The ed itor of Stamp Collecting is to be 
congr atulated too for his daring and fore­
sight in star ting a new series of handbooks. 
Too much knowledge is buried in the files 
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BooK RE VIEWS 
LONDON EXHIBITION 

(Continu ed from P age 294.) 

don , we should not be afraid to h ave a mod­
e rate sized , highly selective show, wi th an 
informative cat alogue that discusses st amps 
and th e exhibits, and is not merely ballyhoo. 
W e should have a committee whose first and 
foremost interest is to see th at st amp collect­
ing is presented as a dignified and intellectu­
al hobby appealing to those who enjoy some-
of th e Monthly and Weekly philatelic maga­
zines, where the labor involved in digging it 
ou t is often a deterrent to study. How much 
better to have it available in one booklet 
when studying a ce rtain problem. This re­
viewer since rely hopes that this effort will 
be carried on to a successful conclusion. 

H. D . S. H. 

Die Post-Vermerk-Etik etten der Schweiz 
(The Postal Notice Labels of Switzerland) 
by Ed. Ruttim ann ; Basel, Switzerland; 1950 ; 
German langu age. 

The matter of " Postal L abel s" is not often 
studied nor written up by phil atelic stud ents. 
The author of this study d id an outstanding 
work. 

Acquiring knowledge about this unusual 
part of Philately is probably not easy be­
cause reco rds and accessibility to the necessa ry 
information require time and patient hunting. 

The reader will be amazed to see how 
many types of " Postal T otice L abel s" saw 
se rvice in Swittzerland from 1 882 to 1943, 
the pe riod covered in this work. 

This booklet is a helpful guide, perhaps the 
only one of its kind for Switzerland. No 
doubt the interest in this field will be limited 
but this fact does not affect our admiration 
for the pioneer work the author did. 

Even without a knowl edge of German, the 
langu age in which this booklet is written, 
the many illustrations w ill enable th e reader 
to understand the text. 

Mau rice T repit 

Considerations sur Quelqu es Planch es des 
E missions Lithographiees des Timbres de 
Roumanie, 1868-1872. By Eduardo Cohen. 
Published by the Author at Ru a Nova de S. 
Mamede, 7-5 , Lisbon , Portugal. 
322 THE C
This is a beautifully produced mon ograph 
on th e plating of th e stamps of R omani a, 
1868-1872. I ts printing and pape r are ex­
cell ent , and, while written in French, should 
be easily followed by those who know th e 
st amps. 

On thi s las t phrase h angs th e entire use­
fulness of thi s work. If th e reader is not 
already an advanced student of th e particular 
st amps discussed , this book w ill be of little 
use to him . This is because there is no de­
sc ription o r illu strations of th e various types 
which go to make up th e transfers as laid 
down on th e lith og raphic ston e. The author 
h as assumed th at th e reade r already is fa­
mili a r with th ese and is also familiar with 
the flaws which make them identifi able in 
the stamps th emselves . For this reason, the 
book is of little use to th e beginner. Illus­
tra tions would have vastly improved this 
monograph and made it of far more import­
ance th an it is at present. 

The work shows a great depth of phila­
telic schol a rship and resea rch. The auth or is 
to be complimented upon the care and dili­
gence with which he has studied his problem 
and upon th e clarity with which he has pre­
sented his conclusions. The numerous t ables 
showing th e arrangements of the subjects on 
the various lithographic stones a re of great 
value in following the tex t and in clarifying 
some of the more obscure passages. 

For the advanced student of Rom anian 
phil ately, this book should prove to be of 
great help. For one w ho is just beginning 
th e study of th ese presently rather unpopu­
la r stamps, the reviewer recommend s th at 
he le ave thi s book aside until he is far enough 
advanced to be abl e to recognize th e char­
acteristics of the separate transfers which go 
to make up th e stone. 

H.D.S.H. 
O

thing th emselves and a re not content wi th 
being merely spectato rs, and w hose interests 
a re above th e marketpl ace. W e should h ave 
a commi ttee th a t is disinterested in th e glory 
it can gath er for itself , but ever watchful of 
th e honor th a t can be ga ined for th e pursuit 
of Phil a tely. Exhibition Committees should 
aim for quality in attendance as well as 
qu ality in stamps if Phil ately in this cou ntry 
is ever go ing to become more significant th an 
it now is. 
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THE PRINCIPALITY OF TRINIDAD 
Its Philatelic Phantoms 

By HARRISON D. S. HAVERBECK 
These a re phantoms, like the stamps of 
Sedang; made not for profit, but to bolster 
the claims to royalty of a visionary dreamer. 

James A. H arden-Hickey, James I of 
Trinid ad, Baron of the Holy Roman Empire, 
was born in San Francisco, California, De­
cember 8, I854. He was the son of E. C. 
Hickey , one of the well known t>arly settlers 
of th e city. His ancestors were Catholics and 
Royalists , who had ldt Irel and w ith the 
Stuarts when they sought refuge in France. 
E arly in his life, in order that he might have 
proper education , his mother took him to 
Europe. There he was educa ted at the Jesuit 
College at Namur, then at Leipzig, and later 
er.tered th e Military College of St. Cyr. 

James was one of those boys who never 
have had the mi sfo rtune to grow up. He 
reached maturity in th e P aris of Louis Na­
poleon , which was the natu ral home of every 
adventurer in th e world. 

In 1883, while still at St. Cyr , his father 
died , and when he graduated , with honours, 
he found himself his own master. His as­
sets were a small income, a perfect knowl­
edge of th e French language, and the reputa­
tion of being th e most ex pert swo rd sman in 
Paris. He chose not to enter the army, and 
instead became a journalist, novelist, duellist, 
an habitue of the Latin Quarter and the 
bou levards. As a reward for his championing 
the Catholic Church, he received the title of 
Baron of the Holy Roman Empire. 

In I88I he started the newspaper, "Tribou­
let. " It was this paper which made him 
famous to all Paris. It was a Royalist sheet, 
subsidized by the Count de Chambord and 
published in the interest of the Bourbons. Un­
til I888, Harden-Hickey was its editor. Dur­
ing that period he served his employers zeal­
ously and annoyed the Republican Govern­
ment. The paper was discontinued in that 
year and its editor went to London . From 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO
there he embarked upon a voyage around the 
world which lasted two years, and in its 
course he discovered the isl and kingdom of 
which he was to be the first and last king. 
He sailed on the "Astoria," a British mer­
chant vessel bound for India by way of Cape 
Horn, Captain J ackson commanding. 

Off the coast of Brazil, the ship touched 
at the uninhabited island of Trinidad. Har­
den-Hickey wen t ashore. Before he left, he 
claimed it in his own name, and upon the 
beach raised a fl ag of his own design. The 
island of Trinidad claimed by him must not 
be confused with the larger Trinidad belong­
ing to Great Britain and lying off Venezuela. 
Little Trinidad , latitude 20 30' South and 
Longitude 29 22' West, seven hundred miles 
from the coast of Brazil , is about five miles 
long and three miles wide. It has been 
claimed by both Great Britain and Brazil , but 
is still uninh abited. 

After se1z111g Trinidad , Harden-Hickey 
rounded the C ape Horn and made north to 
Japan , China and Indi a. In India, he became 
interested in Buddhism and remained for over 
a year questioning the priests and studying 
its tenets and history. 

Upon his return to Paris, in I890, he met 
Miss Annie Harper Flagler, daughter of 
John H. Flagler, the famous American mil­
lionaire. A year later, on St. P atrick's Day, 
I891 , at the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church in New York City, Miss Flagler be­
came the Baroness Harden-Hickey. 

In 1893 , in order to escape from his father­
in-law 's unromantic world of Standard Oil 
and Florida hotel interests, he announced him­
self in a proclamation to the Powers as King 
James the First of the Principality of Trini­
dad. The Proclamation failed to create a 
world cns1s. Several of the Powers recog­
nized his principality and his title. But 
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THE PRINCIPALITY OF TRINIDAD 
America was at first amused, and in less than 
nine days indifferent. 

However, H a rden-Hickey earnestly played 
the part of king. His friend De L a 
Boissiere was appointed Minister of Foreign 
Affairs , and established a Chancellory a t 217 

v\l est 36th Street, New York, N. Y. A 
prospectus, written by th e King, was issued 
and signed by "Le Grand Chancelier, Secn!­
taire d'Etat pour !es Affaires Etrangeres, 
M. le Comte de la Boissiere." The docu­
ment, in French , announced that the new 
state would be governed by a military dic­
tatorship, that the royal s~anda rd was a yel­
low triangle on a red gro und , and th at the 
arms of the principality were "d'O r chape de 
Gueules." It pointed out that those who first 
settled on the island would be the oldest in­
habitants, and hence would form the a ri stoc­
racy. But only those, who at home enjoyed 
social position and private fortune, would be 
admitted into this select circle. Any one 
purchasing ten $200 bond s was entitled to a 
free passage to the island , and after a year a 
return trip. The hard labor was to be per­
formed by Chinese coolies, the aristocracy ex-
1strng beautifully, and according to the 
prospectus, to enjoy "vie d'un genre tout 
nouveau, et la recherche de sensation s nou­
velles." To reward hi s subjects for promi­
nence in literatu re , the a rts and the sciences, 
his Majesty established an order of Chivalry, 
the Order of the Cross of Trinidad. 

He also issued a set of postage stamps on 
which was the picture of the island. 

We quote verbatim the official decree of 
October 15, 189+, which authorizes the 
stamps: 
32-4 THE CO
"Principality of Trinidad. 

" Postal Administration. 

"The public is hereby informed that on th e 
first day of November, 1894, the following 
postage stamps will be issued: 

5 ce ntimes, color Green and Black. 
10 centim es, color Brown and Black. 
25 cen times, co lor Blue and Black. 
50 centimes, color Orange and Black. 

75 centimes, color Lilac and Black. 
I franc, color Vermilion and Black. 

5 francs, color Gray and Black. 

"These postage stamps have the form of a 
rectangle, with a view of the Island of 
Trinidad from th e south side. 
"The indication of the value, in francs and 
centimes, will be found in both th e upper 
corners. 
"The left side of the border bears the in-

scription "Timbre-paste," and the right side 
"et fiscal." At the bottom, in the form of 
an a rc of a circl e, will be found "Princi­
paute de Trinidad." 
" For official cor respondence th ese stamps 
will have the supersc ription , "Official. " 
"In addition, 

Envelopes at 5 and 15 ce ntim es on white 
and buff paper. 
Postal card s at 5, 1 o and 10 x IO cen­
times on buff card, with the stamp simi­
lar to the postage st amps, and 
Letter cards at 15 centimes on bluish 
and rose card. 

Trinidad, Oct., 15, 189+. 

The Chancellor, 
Cte . de la Boissiere." 

The stamps were never used in the island , 
because the postal service was never started. 
So the stamps are phantoms. His Majesty 
believed that the stamps would be indispen­
sable \\·hen the island was settled, as indi­
cated in a letter from the Chancellor to 
:Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, dated March 22 , 

1895. 
"A convoy of 300 cool i s should next month 

join there ab0ut +o white people, who form 
th e staff As regards the postage 
stamps, th ey have not been introduced to 
satisfy the curiosity of collectors, but for use 
where their like are usually employed. The 
financial personal condition of th e Prince re-
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moves, however, every suspicion th at hi s en­
terprise be destined to cover some specula­
tion not owned to. " 

Today the stamps are r are and cannot be 
fo v nd in phila telically good condition. We 
have as ye t found no evidence th at th e enve­
lopes and postal ca rd s mentioned in th e de­
cree w ere ever prepa red. There is a record 
th at copies were sent to th e U niversal Postal 
U nion fo r distribution to its members fo r 
th eir in fo rm ation. But no fo rm al applica­
tion w as made by Trinid ad to join th e P ostal 
U ni on as was done by M a rie I , Roi des 
Sedangs. 

For some time, th e aff airs of th ~ new king­
dom progressed fav orably. A ship was 
cha rtered w hich made regular tr ips be­
tween Brazil and Trinidad, wh ere an agent 
was es tablished on th e island. Construction 
of docks, w harves and r ouses was begun . 
Then an unexpected blow w as struck. 

In J uly, 1895, whil e l ay ing a cable to 
Brazil , G reat Brita in fo und th e I sland of 
T rinid ad lyin g in the direct line she w ished 
to foll ow . She seized it as a cable st ation. 
Objection was made by Braz il. Between the 
r ivals th e wo rld saw a chance for wa r , and 
th e fac t th at it belonged to J ames I was for­
gotten. The Minister for F oreign Affairs 
addressed a circul a r note to all th e P owe rs, 
and protes ted to th e U nited States State D e-
Back Issues of THE COLLECT
available in limited quantities at
Collectors Club , 22 East 35th St

Volume III ( 192+)-July and O ctober 
Volume VII ( 1928)-J anu ary and July 
Vo lume VIII ( 1929 )-J anua ry, April and 

O ctober 
Volume I X ( 1930)-J anu ary, April , July 

and O ctober 
Vo lume x ( 193 r )-J anu ary, July and O c-
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Volume XX ( 1941) to Volume XXIX

1 ssues not listed are 
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partment. The protest w as disregarded by 
all conce rned and Baron James H a rden­
Hickey lost his kingdom. 

Following this , he left N ew York and went 
to San Francisco. H ere th ere was one last 
chapter of royalty. He w as invited by Rals­
ton ]. M arkowe, a lawyer and one-time officer 
of a rtill e ry in th e U nited States Army, also 
an associa te of th e Morrow filibu stering ex­
pedition which attempted to overthrow the 
Dole Gove rnment in H aw aii and restore 
Queen Liliuokalani , to lead an expedition to 
Hawaii. Th e purpose w as to es tablish 
H arden-Hickey as King of K auai and later 
to seize all th e H awa ii an I slands . T his 
second attempt at becomin g a King was abor­
tive. 

Our sto ry fi nd s it s ending in E l P aso, 
T exas . On F ebru ary 9, 1898, he registered 
at a hotel th ere. The fo llowing morning he 
was fou nd stretched rigidly on hi s bed, as if 
lying in sta te, w ith a half emptied bottl e of 
poison beside him. Thus passed J ames A . 
H arden- Hickey, J ames I of Trinid ad, Ba ron 
of th e H oly R oman E mpire, in his fo rty-third 
yea r. 

B ibl iograp hy: 
T he F il es of th e N ew Y ork Times. 
T he Fi les of the New York Evenin g- Sun. 
R ea l So ldiers of Fortune, by R 1clrnrd H ard ing 

D av is. Charl es Scrib ner' s Sons. Ne w Y ork, 19 1 I . 

P hantom Philatel y, by Fred J. :\le l v ill e. 
ORS CLUB PHILATELIST are 
 $1.25 per copy. Write to The 
reet, New York 16, New York . 

Volume X III ( 193+)-April 

Volume X IV ( 1935)-J anu a ry, Ap r il , July 
and October 

Volume XV ( 1936)-J anu a ry and O ctobe r 

Volume X VI ( 193 7 )-J anu ary, April and 
Octobe r 

V olume XV II ( 1938)-0 ctobe r 

Volume XVIII ( 1939)-April 

Volume X IX ( 19+0) -April and O ctober 

 !To date )-All issues are available. 

no longer available. 
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JI. F. On United States 
(one of the finest specialized collections ) 

Also a Magnificent Collection of 

Mint Airs oi All Countries 

incl ud ing many unique items as well as 

Errors. ' Tarieties. Proois & Essays 
& 

Hare Flon-11 Co,'e•·s and very iine used l\laterial 

Your name on a penny ca rd will bring you free illustrated catalog. 

NICOLAS SANABRIA Co.~ In~. 
521 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
HUNTING PERMIT STAMPS 
As li sted on Page 357 in the S pecialized Catalog. All are in ve1·y fin e 

mint condition, and our s upply i s ver y limited. The1·e is an increasing 
d e mand for these attractive stamps , a nd the t e nde n cy is highe 1· }lrices. 
Order p1·omptly. 

SINGLE BLOOI{ PLA'L'E 6 
R ,\V 1 1934 $1.00 Blue .... . . .... $11.50 $60.00 
RW 2 1935 1.00 l .;ake . ..... . .... 17.50 110.00 
RW 3 1936 1.00 Blac k . . . . . . . . . 6.00 35.00 
RW 4 1937 1.00 Green .. . . ..... 5 .50 40.00 $80.00 
RW 5 1038 1.00 Purple ... . .. . . 7.00 50.00 
RW 6 1939 1.00 Brown . . ... . ... .. 3.50 30.00 
RW 7 1940 1.00 Sepia . . .... .. .... 25.00 45.00 
R\V 8 1041 1.00 Carmine . .. . . . . . 20.00 35.00 
RW 0 1942 1.00 B1·own .. .. .. ... .. 2 .00 15.00 30.00 
RW10 1943 1.00 R.ose . . . . .. .. . .. 2.00 12.50 25.00 
RWll 1944 1.00 Orange . . ...... 12.50 20.00 
RW12 194'5 1.00 Black .. ....... 2.00 12.50 17.00 
RW13 1946 1.00 Red Brown ....... l.75 10.00 14.00 
RW14 1047 1.00 Blac k ..... .... 1.50 6.00 12.00 
RW15 1948 1.00 Blue .. 1.40 6.00 12.00 
RW16 1940 2.00 Gree n ...... ... 2.35 9.50 

ECONOMIST STAMP co.!J INC. 
87 NASSAU STREET A NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 
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CHINA 
WE ARE BREAKING UP A BEAUTIFUL COLLECTION OF THIS COUNTRY 

INCLUDING 

CO~IBINA'l'ION COVEUS 

CH I NESE LOCAL - GERMANY 
CH I NESE LOCAL - JAPAN 
CHINESE LOCAL - U.S.A. 
CH I NESE LOCAL - USA - JAPAN 
CH I NESE LOCAL 
CHINA - HONG-KONG 

As well as a good range of 

CH I NA - FRANCE 
CH I NA - FRENCH CH I NA 
CHINA - GERMAN CHI NA 
CHINA - KIAU -TCHEOU 
CHINA - JAPAN 
CHINA - RUSSIAN CHINA 

PAKUA cance llat ions 

1.P.O. and SHIPS MARKINGS and FORWARDED 
Some Unknown to Students 

MAURICE JAMET 
10 RUE D'ALGER, PARIS I , FRANCE 
u. s. PRICE LIST 
OUR 68 PAGE ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST 

Free On Request 
INCLUDES : 

Confederate Issues 
U. S. Possessions 
Canada 
Newfoundland 
Separate Listing of U. S. Plate 

Number Blocks 

Your Want Lists of U. S. Stamps and Covers 
Wi 11 Be Appreciated. 

JOHN A. FOX 
116 NASSAU STR EET, N. Y. C. , 7, NEW YOR K 
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Scotts Loose -Leaf Blank Albums 
Spring-Back Binders 

NE PLUS ULTRA (Style B) . .. $12 
Has l 00 leaves of linen ledge r pape r, with 
glassine in te rl eaving. Page s ize, w ithou t 
hinge, is 8 l/4 x 11 1/2 inches. Ove ra ll 
a lbum size is l l x 1 1 V2. Back binder, 
go ld stamped, Extra pages, 25 fo r $1 .50. 
Binder only, $6. 

BRUCE .................. $12 
Red, green or b lack binder. Has l 00 
linen - hinged pages, s ize 8 V2 x l 0%. 
Gold stamped backbone. Extra pages, 25 
fo r $1.50. Binder on ly, $6. 

DOUGLAS . . ... . ......... $12 
Like the Bruce, bu t la rge r. Pa ge si ze: 
91;2 x 11 V2. Overal l a lbum si ze: 12 x 12 . 

Post Binders 

BRUCE POST .. . . . ........ $10 
Red, green or bl ack bi nde r in imita t ion 
lea the r w ith gold decora t ion. 50 linen ­
hinged pages, size 81;2 x l OV4 . Overa ll 
a lbu m size : l 0 V2 x l 0 3.4. Ext ra pages, 
25 fo r $1 .50. Bi nde r onl y, $7. 

BRUCE POST SPECIAL . ... $17.50 
Li ke the Bruce Post in size and binder 
co lors. Has morocco bac k and co rners, 
li nen-covered sl ip case . 50 pages of 
specia l Crane linen pape r, w ith trans­
pa ren t inte rl eav ing. Extra pa ges, 25 fo r 
$3.75. Binde r only, w ith case, $ 11 . 

ORDER FR OM Y OUR DEALER 

s~ott Puhli~ations!J In~.!J 1w. 4 7th St. New York 19. 
FACT§ A BOUT §ELLING Y O U R §TAMP§ 

e Publ ic Auct ion is the modern way to sell most collections. 

e We have been conducting sales for over 20 years and our effi ­
cient, up to date , PERSONALIZED SERVICE assures the maxi ­
mum in results . 

e We can offer early dates and attractive terms. Liberal ad ­
vances pending sale. Expert supervision of all material by 
experienced philatelists. 

e OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE successfully places Phila­
telic Properties privately, where th is method is preferred . Our 
advice, backed by over 20 years of ethical dealing is at your 
service. 

e We are also prepared to purchase for cash Collections, Ac­
cumulations, Rarities , etc . 

INFORMATION CHEERFULLY GIVEN 

IR WIN HEIMAN, Inc~ 
2 West 46th Street 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 

A Telephone : LUxemburg 2-2393 
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Our First 

FALL AUCTI O N 

SEPT. 26, 27 and 28, 1950 

contains a wide variety of material of 

BRITISH 

EUROPEAN 
EMPIRE and 

COUNTRIES 

Singles, up to the greatest rarities , multi­
ples as well as sets, unused and used , a 
large number of interesting and valuable 
cancellations and covers, Essays, Proofs, 
Specimen overprints etc. Also many at­
tractive lots by countries (balance of the 
co llecti ons offered ) and philatelic literature. 

If you are not on our regular m ailin g list , ask 
for the ri chly illustrated catalog, free of charge. 

MERCURY STAMP COMPANY 
522 Fifth Ave. (at 44th St.) 

NEW YORK 18, N. Y. I
Phones: MU2-7106 and 2-6976 

'-~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~-_______I
330 T HE CO
UNITED STATES STAMPS 
Complet e e x c e pt 
for the g reat rari­
ties, th is 128- page 
cata log, with more 
than l ,000 illus­
t rat ions f or your 
conven ient r e f er­
en ce, li s t s an d 
pri ces all m ajor 
v arieties of the 
United Stat es, U . 
S. Possess ions, and 
Br itish N . America. 

~ 
H. E. HARRIS & CO. 

61 Transit Building 
Boston 1 7 , Mass. 
is important to you 

We Are Prepared To Offer 
Outstanding U. S. Items 
To Enhance It 

ALSO: We are prepared to sell your col­
lection or sing le items of merit through the 
medium of our Public Auctions. We will 
advance 75 % of our appraised valuation. 

ALSO : We are prepared to buy your col­
lection in its entirety or single items of 
merit . 

Correspondence Invited 
Alex S. Juliard 
( FORMERLY L. JULIARD & SON, 

EST. 1889) 

and 

better <;rade stamps 

Maybe I can help you building 
up your collection? 

PRICE LISTS FREE 

Alex S. Juliard 
Penn Valley, Narberth , Pa. 
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1840 - 1890 

• 
specialize in rare 

stamps of all countries, 
issued during the above 
period , and have one of 
the best stocks in exist­
ence . Enquiries invited. 

• 
DOUGLAS ROTH 

Fairways, Mona Crescent, 
Newlands, 

Cape Province, South Africa 
1
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Are regularly offered 

in my 

Auction Sales 

Request Free Catalogues 

EUGENEN. C O§TALE§ 

99 Nassau Street., 
New York 7, N. Y. 
FOR YOUR 

SPECIAL NEEDS 

S-OMETIME every collector wants 
some special service. He wants to 
sell his collection for the best pos­

sible price; he wants to buy a great 
rarity or an unusual group of stamps, 
not to be found in dealers' regular 
stocks; he wants reliable information 
about his philatelic affairs. Just such 
service is the sole function of J. C. 
Morgenthau & Co., Inc. The company 
has nothing to sell; it acts, on commis­
sion, for collectors who wish to add to 
their collections or dispose of them in 
whole or in part. Collections for dis­
posal are examined without cost (except 
postage) to the owner and commissions 

 are charged only on completed trans­ actions. If you want to buy or sell ... 

Always Ask Morgenthau 

J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., INC. 
(Subsidiary of Scott Stamp & Coin Co. Inc.) 

1 West 47th St., New York, N. Y. 
SISSONS 1950 

B.N.A. CATALOGUE 

• 
A Complete Illustrated 52-page List 

CANADA, NEWFOUNDLAND 
AND THE PROVINCES 
POSTAGE-REVENUES 

STATIONERY-OFFICIALS 
MINT AND USED BLOCKS, 

PLATE BLOCKS, ETC. 

PRICE 25c 

(Refundable on $2.00 order) 

• 
J. N. SISSONS 

59 Wellington St. W. , Toronto 1, Canada 
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CIMBELS .. the World's Largest Stamp Departments . . 
has everything for the beginner as well as the advanced collector. 
Visit our attractive department where you can purchase a packet of 
2000 different world wide stamps for $3.50 or a packet of 2500 
different Portuguese Colonies for $175.00; where you can acquire a 
Sc New York on cover for $75.00 or the 1901 Pan-American Issue 
complete in mint blocks of four for $81 .00 ; w here you can buy the 
complete set of Offices in China I< 1-K 16 in blocks of four at $230.00 
or a very fine mint copy of U. S. # 132 (the 90c 1869 re-issue). 
(As we have only one of each of some of the items listed they are 
offered subject to prior sale). 

You will find the largest assortment of: 

• United States Issues • World Wide Sets 

• Packets by Countries • Philatelic Literature 

• The Scott Line • The Elbe Line 

• The White Ace Line • Accessories 

- OR -

Should you wish to dispose of your stamps whether it be a $500.00 
or a $50,000.00 collect ion you w il l find it well worth your while to 
consult the buyers at Gimbels . Courteous , Conscientious treatment 
awaits your visit. 

WRITE FOR GIMBEL'S STAMP NEWS. IT'S FREE. 

Gimbels 
Worlds Largest Stamp Departments 

33rd Street & Broadway 
New York 1, New York 

Ninth at Market Streets 
Philadelphia 5 , Pa. 
332 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO. V 



II 
LONDON 

II 
BOURNEMOUTH 

I 
PH I LADELPH IA 

II 
MELBOURNE 

I 
BOMBAY 

THE SIGN OF 
INTERNATIONAL 
SATISFACTION 

8e//ing? 
OVER 3000 COLLECTORS 

in our World-Wide Clientele are anxious to buy. 

The first of our New Season's Auctions are now completed, but we 
can incorporate your material in our future sale if you advise us 

NOW 
~ WE ALSO BUY FOR CASH .._ 

<13uying? 
Many of the world's 

GOLD MEDAL COLLECTIONS 

have been formed by purchases made through our Auction Sala and 
Private Treaty Departments. Auctions are held in London (weekly I, 
Bournemouth (monthly), Philadelphia (monthly) in which you are 
bound to find either a collection, set or single rarity that you need. 

AMERICAN OFFICE: 
Robson Lowe, Inc., 

1820-27 Lewis Tower, 
15th. and Locust Streets, 

Philadelphia 3, Pa., U. S. A. 
Telephone: Ki. 5-4324/4325 

Send for our current Auction Catalogues, details of Private Treaty 
Offers and current publications; also our "Review," which will give 
you details of our methods of business and terms of sale. 

BOBSON LOWE LTD. 
Head Office: 

.'iO Pall Mall,, London S. W. I 
Telephone: Trafalgar 4034 Cables: "Stamps, London" 



From 1he 
World"s 
Finest 
An~1ion 

Galleries 

An Outstanding 
New Season's Schedule 

The Famous "WILLIAM L. MOODY Ill": 
COLLECTION OF UNITED STATES 1 

Six Sessions In October 

THE "DR. ERNEST C. STILLMAN" 
CENERAL COLLECTION 

EXCLUDINC BRITISH COMMONWEALTH 

Four Sessions in December 

THE "CUS MOSLER" 
CENERAL COLLECTION 

Three Sessions in November 

THE "ARTHUR J. HERSCHMANN" 
1 COLLECTION 
1· OF UNITED STATES AND LATIN AMERICA 

I 
Three Sessions in October ---------------------------
A VERY FINE SPECIALIZED 
COLLECTION OF CANADA 

Three Sessions in New Year 

And Numerous Other Important Properties 

Write for illustrated auction catalogues now to ensure not missing one of these 
exceptional auctions. They are post-free. 

H. R. HARMER, Inc. 
32 EAST 57TH STREET, NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 

IN THE NEW PREMISES ON THE 
ENTIRE THIRTEENTH FLOOR 




