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mean to you?

Here are eight beneficial answers:

1.

5.

7.

Every member of the American Stamp Dealers Association has signed a
Code of Ethics and Pledge to promote fair trade practices and good rela—
tions with the public, assuring the collector of the highest standards of
ethics in all their dealings.

ASDA members offer a medium for trade through the outright purchase
or sale of individual stamps, covers and collections or by conducting public
auctions, or both.

The ASDA disseminates accurate and reliable philatelic information to the
collecting fraternity either through the medium of the public press or by
private means.

The ASDA and its members individually, assist recognized agencies of the
government in the prosecution of law violations relating to philately.

The ASDA and its chapters hold annual exhibitions for the benefit of the
hobby, to promote and encourage new collectors and educate the public
at large.

Advice and council is available from the members with respect to all aspects
of collecting and particularly with respect to purchase or sale of valuable
properties.

The ASDA has recommended a code of conditions for the conduct of
public auctions.

The American Stamp Dealers Association together with the American Phil—
atelic Society has formed a joint Expertization Committee which for the
first time in the history of philately offers the collector and dealer alike
a group of experts in every field of collecting who can authenticate rare
stamps with a certification of their true state.

AMERICAN 4 STAMP
DEALERS ASSOCIATION, INC.

147 W. 42nd St., NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036
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New York State Sales Tax

X. The New York State Sales Tax (as 10. The New York State Sales Tax is pay-
appropriate) is payable by buyers liable to able by buyers liable to the tax.
tax,

no change — no comments
XI. The placing of a bid shall constitute 11. THE PLACING OF A BID SHALL
acceptance of the foregoing condition of CONSTITUTE ACCEPTANCE OF THE
sale. FOREGOING CONDITIONS OF SALE.

No change, but ‘‘ This means that whatever precedes this final term is bind-
ing even if the bidder doesn’t care to read, or does not understand the small
print.”” Please! Incidentally, the reader will note that important Conditions
are in large print and the small print covers lesser points.

Other I.R.S. Comments: ‘‘The A.S.D.A. should prohibit the term ‘‘as is.”’
““It is an evasion of the recal facts.”” And, ‘‘as is’’ is often a euphemism for
‘‘questionably genuine.”” A number of certificates, more often ‘‘Royal’’ or
““B.A.A.”’ speak of ‘‘unused as far as one ean say,”’ ‘‘of possible proof status,”’
““unable to confirm that it is used on the cover,”” ete., ete. Equally there are
issues which are genuine according to one European dealer but forged aceording
to another (take Corfu which I.R.S. mentions). These must be offered ‘‘as is”’
or there is an evasion of fact. (The A.S.D.A. Committee recommended, did not
prohibit!).

““It is the fly-by-nighters and mail auctioneers and their like who have
sprung up, whom the A.S.D.A. hopes to regulate.”” Wrong, fly-by-nighters will
ignore the recommendations. Mail auctioneers never were included; as alrea
pointed out the Conditions are for agent-auctioneers. (A.S.D.A. Committee
recommended, did not regulate!).

In conclusion, despite Mr. Seebacher’s views, firstly, the Committee’s aim
was, as has been proved above, to improve the auction buyer’s lot; secondly, the
Committee could only recommend these Conditions and it is interesting to note
that they have not been universally adopted, and thirdly, the A.S.D.A. cannot
invoke conditions without probably ereating Anti-Trust problems.

We believe all shall survive — hoth the buyer, the vendor and the auctioneer!
All we require is good will on all parts. (B. D. Harmer)
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Philately-for-Profit Drive Is Being Pushed
By U.S. Postal Service

Revamped Concern Sees Sales Of Stamps, Other Items
As Way To Boost Its Earnings

The following article appeared in The Wall Street Journal on Friday,
March 26th, 1971:

By KENNETH H. BACON
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

WASHINGTON — Philately for profit.

It sounds like graffiti on a bus-station wall, but the phrase deseribes plans
of the U. S. Postal Service to turn a neat profit on its stamp sales.

In its new status as a government corporation that’s to operate on a break-
even basis, the Postal Serviece is hungry for ways to make money. And it sees
a big potential in philately, or stamp ecollecting.

It’s also looking at other items to sell in its 32,000 post office lobbies. The
Postal Serviece and the National Gallery of Art are working on a plan to offer
reproductions of paintings, on an experimental basis, to test the lobbies’ retail
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potenti If that goes well, officials indicate the Postal Serviee will consider
sclling other things, such as Government Printing Oftice publications.

But the profit-from-philately program alrecady is in tull swing, The post
office long has been making money on the sale of stamps that go into collections,
rather than onto mail. The revamped service is convineed this ean become even
more luerative as a revenue source. Most of the stamps collected are commemo-
rative stamps, issued 15 times a year in limited editions of about 130 million each
to supplement standard stamps such as the six-cent American Flag issue. These
commemorative stamps are specially designed to celebrate historical events, or to
honor a prominent persou, such as the current six-center picturing Gen. Douglas
MaeArthur.

A good percentage of the people who buy commemorative stamps never
use them, " says William D. Dunlap, who heads the philatelic program. In the
fiscal year ended last June 30, the post office sold $112.2 million in eommemora-
tive stamps. Abhout 25% of that was practically clear profit because the stamps
weren’t used, Mr. Dunlap estimates.

Talking in the new Postal Serviee lexicon in which mail users are ‘‘cus-
tomers’’ and mail servieces are ¢ produets,”” Henry Lehne, an assistant postmaster
general, proelaim sthat eommemorative stamps are *‘our only profitable produet.”’

Mr. Dunlap, a 32-year-old former marketing exceutive from Proeter &
Gamble Co., hopes to use his selling skills to double revenue and profit from
commemorative-stamp sales over the next five yvears. Currently, the Postal
Serviee is condueting a marvket survey to determine the aetual and potential
number of stamp collectors in the U, S, It's striving to boost sales to the foreign
and vouth markets through inereased participation in international stamp shows
and by the use of a new film designed to interest sehool children in stamp eol-
leeting.

And to make its produets more attractive, the service recently purchased a
new printing press.  In addition, Mr. Dunlap hopes that an emphasis on pollu-

on control, conservation and similar social themes in the special stamp issues
will boost sales in the yvouth market.

One of this yvear's Christmas stamps will be an original work by James B.
Wiyeth, the noted young artist.  Mr, Dunlap is sure it will he a popular item
with eollectors.

But the stamp salesmen plan to peddle more than stamps. The Postal
Serviee expeets to use post office lobbies to sell a number of produets related to
commeniorative stamps.  As an experiment last year, it sold 10,000 U. S. Postal
Serviee Christmas cards containing the five Christmas stamps.  Aimed at eol-
lectors, the cards sold for $1.50 cach, giving the post office a H0-cent profit on each
sale. Mr. Dunlap is considering offering a similar item on a larger scale this
vear and may add souvenir eards featuring commemorative stamps.™

If the facts of the case are as reported, we feel that the philatelists of the
United States should immediately take steps to protest this obvious raid on our
noekethooks.  True, no-one forees us to eollect the stamps of the United States.

" this poliey of the United States Postal Serviee is carried to its indieated

conelusion, there will undoubtedly he fewer colleetors than there are now.
(H.D.S.H.)

] In case of change of address, please notify Secretary, The Collectors
Club, 22 East 35 Street, New York, N. Y. 10016.
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from a bay steamer to the post otfice for onward routing. Normally the captain,
or purser, turned the letters over to thie post office directly so as to colleet the fees
due him, evidenced by the application of the **STIRAM ™ marking. Covers from
Nortolk to Baltimore, or via Baltimore to other eities, hearing similar eombina-
tions of Baltimore postal markings are tar from scaree, and if there was any
volume of ntilization of either private posts or the government earrier service to
transfer sueh letters from the boat to the post office, T would thiuk other examples
would have shown nn bv this time.

l 1 { 0
COOK'S1CENTDISPATCH.
OFFICE, NO. 4 RECHABITE 11ALL,
Farelle Strcctynear Guy
COOK'S DISPATCEHL, will deliver LIIVT iZRE
.CIRCULARS, BUSINESS CARDS, VALEN-
TINES, WEDDING PARTY and FUNERAL
-NOTICES, in any gquanuty, and of any kinds,

‘within the limits of the Ciy.

Collections made at 8 12 o'clock, A, M., anl
'21-2 P. M., deliveries imnediately therealter.
Letters devigned for the Post Oflice as well as sli
wiher matter delivered prowpily,

No Letters wken fron the Box, unless prepa id
ONE CENT.

STAMPS

For Sale at the principal H.els, Book and Drog
Stores, an | at the Otlice, RECHABI'TYE HALL,

ISAAC COOK, Proprictoy.
N. B——Cuok's Dispatch  disuibutes Cards,
Billsand Circulars of every description, by the thous-
and or the dav.-at & moments notice, and warrans
satisfaction. References at the office.

Figure 37. Advertisement of Cook's | Cent Dispatch which appeared in “Matchett's Baltimore
Director” for 1853,
COOK’S DISPATCH

1853
(Scott No. 51L1)

“Matehett’s Baltimore Direetor,”” the eity direetory published annually for
many years in the mid-nineteenth century by R. J. Matchett, was printed and
ready for binding by carly April, 1853. 1In ““The Sun’’ of April 11th and 12th
there appeared a notice to the effeet that all changes made after the canvassers
had taken addresses should be left inuncediately at Matehett's office *“for inelusion
amongst the removals or alterations.”” A broadly similar notice had also ap-
pearcd in the Mareh 16th issuc of ““The Sun.”” In the 1853 directory a page
headed “CHANGES, REMOVALS, &e."" is in the front of the book and among
the fifty or so items there appears:

Cook, Isaac, pr. 1 cent despatch office, 4 Rechabite Hall, Favette Street.
See Card.
The ““card’ referred to was an advertisement in the appropriate section of the
directory, and it is repoduced in I'igure 37.

The Rechabite Hall, in which ('ook’s office was loecated, was a f
at the northwest corner of Fayette aud Ifrederick Streets and was
1918, when the War Memorial Building and Plaza were construete

Isaac Cook has never been positively identified. Every ecity di
1852 to 1860 listed a Rev. Isaac P. Cook, a hookseller and stationer,
the same building that housed his shop, at 76 Baltimore Street, just
Street about 2 blocks from the Rechabite Hall. The Rev. Cook died
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of the mint and used stamps as well as covers, varieties, speeimen stamps, perfins,
presentation folders, ete. Prices arve a caretul study of current dealer asking
prices and auction results. There is a page devoted to Stamp Booklets and
another first is an attempt to list the Revenue Stamps of the period (4 pages).

The balanee of the catalogue (pages 32-72) ineludes detailed information
with regard to cach of the issues. The seetion begins with a comparison of the
Hebrew and Arabie alphabets and nwnerals.  This is {ollowed by a great deal
of speeialized information with regard to each of the issues, ineluding full in-
formation with regard to printing, design, watermarks, and further pertinent
information. The coneluding page shows a guide to postal rates of the period
and a eomparison of the Zodiac-Gibbons nunbers with Michel, Scott and Yvert.

Dr. Gotlib has tried to keep the price of the catalogue low so as to make it
available to all collectors. The first supplement inecludes corvections, price
changes and added material.  Yearly supplements are intended to keep this
catalogue up to date.

The Stamps of Palestine Mandate is valuable for the general or specialized
colleetor of the Holy Land. (¢J. D. Schwartz)

The Postage Stamps and Postal 1listory of British Guiena by W. A. Townsend
and I'. 4. Howe. [I’ublished by The Royal Philatelic Society London. 1970.
Illustrations and Maps. Index of Post Offices and Postal Agencies open in
British Guiana sinee 1850, General Index. 424 pp. Price £15.

In recent years several fine studies of the stamps and postal history of
British Colonies have heen published. This is one of the finest. No book
covering the entire field for British Guiana has previously appeared ; only articles
in plulatehe periodieals to which the authors give cvedit i the preface. Few
official records exist for fires in the Georgetown Post Office destroyed most of
them. Some newspaper files have been scarehed. Important information has

gen supplied by residents of British Guiana, by Postmasters and Postal Agents,
Distriet Commissioners and others.  Assistanee is acknowledged to several phi-
latehsts. And, of conrse, mueh has been learned from study of the stamps
themselves and from postal markings.

Chapter One relates, very brietly, the history of the Colony; also, very
briefly, provides a physieal deseription with emphasis on means of ecommuniea-
tion. Expansion of this matertal would be of pleasure and profit to the begin-
ning student.

All the stamp issues from the erude ''cotton reels’  through the Elizabeth
II 1963 issuc are examined in earcful detail. Though no ofticial records exist
on the production of the *eotton reels,”” except a tfew scanly notes, a surprising
amount of information has been gleaned. The 1852 stamps hurriedly litho-
graphed by Waterlow and scarcely less crude, were short-hived. More attrac-
tive and better-documented are the Waterlow hthographed stammps of 1853-1875
made from an engraved die. The need for one and four cent values, probably
due to unon-arrival of supplies fromn England, foreced the locally typeset provi-
sionals, including **the rarest stamp i the world™™ in 1856, Two more local
typeset issues for low values appeared in 1862 and 1852, In 1878, the 1876 six
cent, and some Offieials, were defaced with a bar for use as one cent stamps.
Three years later some high values were surcharged. Still not out of trouble,
the Post Oftice issued surcharges in 1890 on 1889 stamps, and in 1899 on surplus
3, 10, and 15 eent attractive 1898 Jul  es. Typesets and surcharges make the
most intriguing studies.

The 1862 typeset issue with its variety of type ornaments and type errors
is rather casily lated. But the plating enthusiast will find the 1860-1875
stamps much more diffeult. This hook ineludes a comprehensive study of this

bjeet.
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