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Just about EVERYTHING'S I NEW) at HARMER ROOKE I 

f NEWI ADDRESS and PHONE 
We're delighted to announce our move to vastly 

expanded quarters at the new Harmer Rooke Building: 

3 East 57th Street, New York 10022 
(Just off Fifth Avenue) 

(212) Plaza 1-1900 
This move, our.fourth expansion In a brief 2 years, was necessitated by a 
continuing broadening of activity ... thanks to you, the tens of thousands of 
friends who have enjoyed dealing with Harmer Rooke. 

INEWI FACILITIES & RETAIL SHOPS 
With 4 floors at this prestigious new location (we boast some of the world's 
most famous firms as neighbors), the new Harmer Rooke building houses: 

• MORE SPACIOUS AND COMFORTABLE AUCTION SALONS 
• ENLARGED HARMER ROOKE GALLERIES 

for the public exhibition and sale of rare properties 

• EXPANDED ADMINISTRATIVE FACILITIES 
for greater efficiency in customer service than ever 

•MAGNIFICENT, STREET-LEVEL RETAIL SHOPS 
You'll enjoy shopping at the new Harmer Rooke ..• for STAMPS, COINS, 
CURRENCY, ANTIQUITIES ..• as well as supplies and accessories. Our 
stamp shop incorporates the complete facilities, personnel and stock of 
"Stampazine", formerly at 30 West 46th Street. Harmer Rooke Numisma­
tists Ltd. now offers the coin enthusiast the finest retail shopping any\Yhere. 

[

The Harmer Rooke laboratories, which authenticate coins and stamps, have] 
been moved to a nearby Long Island location where, with the addition of several 
ultra-sophisticated pieces of equipment, Its Important research actlvltlee are 
vastly expanded. 

COME and VIS/T ••• BROWSE AROUND ••• or 
LET US SHOW YOU AROUND the NEW HARMER ROOKE 

ALL THAT REMAINS THE SAME Is the HARMER ROOKE 
"HOT•LINE" PHONE NUMBER and the FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICE 

CALL FREE (Fro!" anywhere in the Continental 800 221 7276 
United States except N.Y. State) • • 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., INC. 
Negotlants In Fine Philatelic Properties 

3 EAST 57th STREET• NEW YORK 10022 • (212) Plaza 1-1900 

APPRAISERS • SALES AGENTS •AUCTIONEERS 
Established: LONDON 1903 • NEW YORK 1939 
The Collectora Club Pbllatell11t la publh1hed. bl-monthly (Jan., Mar., May, July, Sept., Nov.) by the Colleo­
t or11 Clu b. Inc., 2J EB.J1t 15 Street, New York, N. Y. 100111 . .Annual SubacrlpUon Rates: - '10.00; ,7.50 tor non­
profit tnstltuUona. Free to all membera. lndlvtdual ooplee - U .00 ea. 

C The Collectors Club, Inc., 1971 
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What does 

the ASDA 

mean to you? 

Here are eight beneficial answers : 
1. Every member of the American Stamp Dealers Association has signed a 

Code of Ethics and Pledge to promote fair trade practices and good rela­
tions with the public, assuring the collector of the highest standards of 
ethics in all their dealings. 

2. ASDA members offer a medium for trade through the outright purchase 
or sale of individual stamps, covers and collections or by conducting public 
auctions, or both. 

3. The ASDA disseminates accurate and reliable philatelic information to the 
collecting fraternity either through the medium of the public press or by 
private means. 

4. The ASDA and its members individually, assist recognized agencies of the 
government in the prosecution of law violations relating to philately. 

5. The ASDA and its chapters hold annual exhibitions for the benefit of the 
hobby, to promote and encourage new collectors and educate the public 
at large. 

6. Advice and council is available from the members with respect to all aspects 
of collecting and particularly with respect to purchase or sale of valuable 
properties. 

7. The ASDA has recommended a code of conditions for the conduct of 
public auctions. 

8. The American Stamp Dealers Association together with the American Phil­
atelic Society has formed a joint Expertization Committee which for the 
first time in the history of philately offers the collector and dealer alike 
a group of experts in every field of collecting who can authenticate rare 
stamps with a certification of their true state. 

AMERICAN £ STAMP 
DEALERS ASSOCIATION, INC. 

147 W . 42nd St ., NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036 
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NEW EDITION! 
HARRIS US/BNA CATALOG 

• PRIC£ 
•1.00 

HZRR1Sl1971 l!OrTWN 

UNITED 
STATES 
STAMPS 

NEW 1971 EDITION 
With thousands 
of price changes 

s100 
• LATEST UP-TO-THE-MINUTE REVISIONS, 

EFFECTIVE APRIL 15, 1971. 
• 200 PAGES, 2,000 ILLUSTRATIONS. 

• DELUXE FLAT-BACK BINDING. 

• HEAVY WASHABLE COVERS. 

• HIGH QUALITY PAPER. 

One o f the most important editions in our more than 37 years of publishing 
this most widely used ca talog - a "must" for every stamp collector. Com• 
piled and edited by the experts of H. E . Harris and Co., The World's 
Largest Stamp Firm . 

• All major U.S . Postage and Ai rma il issues . . . PLUS Special Delivery, 
Parcel Post , Envelope Squares, Postal Cards, Officials, Revenues, Postage 
Dues; also other popular specia lties . 

• Comp lete illustrated U. s. Possessions, Confederate States, United 
Nati ons an d Britisl1 North America. 

• Big "Americana" section . Mounted collections, albums, popular supplies 
an d accessories. 

• U.S. Sta mp Ident ifier - fully illus t ra ted, check your ow n coll ec tion for 
va luable hidden stamp treasures! 

MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY I 
r:.. E. HARRIS & CO., Catalog Dept. Boston, Mass. 02117. 

I Please RUSH me, post free, the NEW 1971 EDITION of your 
200 page catalog, UNITED STATES STAMPS, U. S . POSSES· 
SIONS, UNITED NATIONS & BRITISH NORTH AMERICA , 

I 
including the U. S. Stamp Identifier, etc. I am enclosing $1.00 . 

Name ~------------------~ 

H. E. HARRIS 
& GO. 

CATALOG DEPT. 

BOSTON 

MASS. 02117 I Address 

City & 

\.!'."'.e ;,;,;,-;,--•• -.-.-.-~;;;;,;,;,-.-.-.-. -. -.-;;;;-.Z.ip ----;, ..... F• o• u• n•d•e•d• i•n •1•9•1•6_. 
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Just in case .. . 

You would like to sell 

your TREASURES Nat­

urally at TOP PRICES 

only. Why not make use 

of our services. 

EDGAR MOHRMANN 
& co. 

well known all over 

the world 

During the long years of doing business, we have handled practically 
all existing rarities of world renown - including the BLUE and RED 
MAURITIUS POST OFFICE. 

High-class collections and singles from all spheres of philately are 
always offered in our auction or bought outright. 

Entries should reach us till the end of this year. 

Suitable material is being accepted n o w . 

EDGAR MOHRMANN & CO . 
1'he partner for ambitious customers . 

Speersort 6 

HAMBURG I / G ermany 

Cables: EDMORO 
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Romano House 
The home of Stanley Gibbons Specialist & Rare Stamp Department, 

where visitors call in to discuss their col lections in elegant sur­
roundings. Expert staff are always on hand to give advice on phila­
telic problems, to help you build your collection up to exhibition 
standard or advise on it's disposal. 

Write to them - they'll be delighted to hear from you. 

SINGLE STAMPS, MULTIPLES, SPECIALIST MATERIAL, COVERS, 
COLLECTIONS & EXPERT ADVICE are a ll available to personal 
callers at: 
Romano House, 399 Strand, London , W.C. 2, Eng la nd. 

all correspondence should be addressed to: 

Stanley Gibbons Ltd., 
Specialist & Rare Stamp Department 

391 Strand, 
London WC2R OLX, 

England. 
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WANTED 

IMPORTANT GENERAL COLLECTIONS 

SINGLE RARITIES 
aa well aa 

BIG SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS 

either for cash purchase 

or to be broken up for our next international auction sale 

for which we are going to prepare again our famous 27,000 

catalogues 

Please get in touch with 

CORINPHILA 8023 Z U R I C H (Switzerland) 

Babnhofstrasse 102 P .O.B. 
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THE MOST ' ' ALU ABLE ST AMP 

IN THE WORLD 

The British Guiana, 1856 "One Cent" was recently sold 
by us for $280,000.00 in our 1970 auction sale of Rarities of 
the World. 

We are already looking ahead to our 1971 Rarity Sale and if 

you have U. S. or Foreign Rarities to offer, of suitable quality or 

value for these outstanding auctions, we suggest you advise us 

promptly of what you have. Many would-be sellers have been dis­
appointed by not reserving space for important lots they wished to 

sell in our Rarity Auctions. Therefore, please advise us now . . . you 

don' t have to send us the stamps at this time, just let us know what 

you would like to include. 

10 EAST 52od STREET NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 
Tel: PLaza 3-6422 
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NOW 

125 YEARS OF PHILATELIC KNOWLEDGE, 

AT YOUR FINGERTIPS, 

FOR A PENNY A PAGE. 

Simultaneously with the Issue of the 
world's first postage stamps, the first phila­
telic articles, books, catalogs. and periodicals 
began to appear. Over the past century and 
a quarter the vast body of philatelic lltera­
lure has touched upon a lmos t every subject 
of interest to collectors, and the literature 
has grown to be as wlaespread, varied and 
fascinating as the stamps themselves. Re­
gr e ttably, this rich storehouse of knowledge, 
so amply stocked by generations of serious 
collectors, has been difficult to unlock, and 
toda y's collectors have frequently found 
them selves unable to locate the Important 
books a nd articles which are the keys to 
g reater enjoyment and appreciation of their 
s tamps. 

Five years ago, HJMR Co. began work on 
a master listing of the world's philatelic 
literature, and the first milestone In thi s 
huge task was reached with the publication 
in 1968 of the First Edition of HJMR'S Pric­
ed Guide to Philateltc Literature. This Fir0 t 
Edition proved to be of interest to thousands 
o f collectors the world over, and confirmed 
our belief that the great Investment In time 
a nd m oney necessary to produce It was jus­
tified. The First Edition has been out of 
print for sometime, and we have been hard 
a t work to reach our second mllestone--now 
a t hand. 

In order to more than double the size of 
the First Edition, and to properly list the 
tens of thousands of books, articles, cata­
logs, handbooks, periodicals, auction cata­
logs, etc . . not Included In the First Edition, 
we turned to the most modern computerized 
data processing and Information gathering 
procedures, and only In this way have w e 

found it p oss ible to publish the Second Edi ­
tion at a pri ce which all collectors can afford . 

The SECOND EDITION OF THE PRICED 
GUIDE TO PHILATELIC LITERATURE 
brings you : 

50,000 listings of philatelic books, articles, 
catalogs, handbooks, auction catalogs, tear 
sheets. a nd periodicals on thousands of 
subjects cover ed by the worldwide phila­
telic literature of the past 125 years. Each 
listing is priced, and available from 
HJMR Co. 
Over 500 pages, 5 l4" x 8" l4. typeset by 
computer, fully indexed for fast and tho­
rough reference. 
The SECOND EDITION OF THE PRIC­

ED GUIDE TO PHILATELIC LITERA­
TURE is $5.00 per copy, postpaid paper­
bound, a nd this cost is fully refundable wh en 
you make use of the five Credit Coupons 
which com e with your copy. Each of th e 
five Coupons is good for $1.00 credit on a 
$3.00 purchase of any of the literature ltstecl 
in the Guide. A Deluxe clothbound edition 
is also available In limited numbers at $7.50 
postpaid . HJMR book of the month plan 
subscribers will find this special clothbound 
ed i t ion will m a tch the other volues of their 
Billig Book set as it is the same size and 
binding as their other volumes_ 

INVEST IN PHILATELIC KNOWLEDGE 
Tf you collect stamps, you will find thP 

SECOND EDITION OF THE PRICED 
GUIDE T O PHTLA '1'ELIC LT'1'ERA '1'URE to 
b e a sound investment In philatelic know­
ledg2 which can p a y repeated dividends in 
increased pleasure and enjoyment from the 
world's greatest hobby. 

TO ORDER YOUR COPY, FILL OUT AND RETURN THIS COUPON TODAY. 

---------------------------------------------------------
To: HJMR Co. Dept. No. CC44A 

P.O. Box 308 
North Miami, Florida 33161 

Please send me ----·····--·------- copy (copies) of The Second Edition of The Priced Guid e 
to Philatelic Literature. 

D $5.00 p er copy pa perbound, postpaid. 
D $7.50 per copy Clothbound, Deluxe Edition , postpa id. 
D Check this box for fast airmail service - $1.50 extra (U. S. only) 
D F oreign orders include 80c Registration fee, seamail, extra 

enclose $---------·····------- In payment. 

Ship to .. ········-------····· . ·····--------··········----

Address 

City .. . -·----- .. ·-------------·-··----·--------·---------- State ····---------------·------·--- Zip 

----------------------------------------------------------
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The fee for our evaluation 
is really very reasonable. 

For no more than the cost of postage, 
Apfelbaum will put its in-house staff of interna­
tional philatelic experts to work for you. 

With the aid of one of the world's largest 
reference libraries, and up to the minute inter­
national price data, we will give you an accurate 
evaluation of your stamp properties completely 
free of charge. 

Our offer will be backed with cash, or we may 
suggest sale at public auction or private treaty, at 
a reasonable commission. 

In any case, you know you're dealing with one 
of America's oldest, largest and most respected 
stamp dealers. 

You can ship your collection directly to us , or 
send a written description of your holdings and 
we'll get in touch with you. If your property is of 
substantial value, it's possible that one of our 
traveling representatives can talk to you in 
your own home. 

Apfelbaum's evaluation is free. But 
youcan~putapriceonour 

integrity and 
reputation. 

~riP.L~r·oc 
1420 Walnut Street 

Philadelphia, Pa. 19102 
Telephone: 215-985-1550 
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MINKUS 1970 SUPPLEMENTS 
Now Available 

Minkus Supplements made history when they were the first to be issued regularly in November 
of each year. Now they make history every year with their fully illustrated stamp spaces and 
handsomely designed pages printed on on side only. No matter what album you now own, 
you'll enjoy using these Minkus Supplements. 

3-Ring 
Cambodia , L aos, Vietnam ···-··········-······· 
Can a d a ......... -·····-···-······· .. 
Europ a ....... ____ ..... _ ...... _ ... _____ ...... __ _ 
Ghana ·······---··--···--·-·---.. ··----.. --
Irela nd _______ .............. --·· ·-·-··-...... _ .......... ·-··· 
I sr ael-Singles & Tab S ...... ·-······-·-··· .. 
I s r ael- Sing l es .. -····-·-·······-··-- -.......... _ .... .. 
I sr ael- T ab Singles ·-----··-·-·-·---·-
I sr ael-Tab Blocks ...... - ..... -···-··-··-··· ....... . 

1.50 
.50 

1.50 
1.00 

.35 
1.50 

.60 
.90 

1.50 

I sr ael- Plate Blocks ........................ .. 
Li echten stein ..................................... ____ _ 
M ed icine o n Stamps ·--··· .......................... . 
Swi t zerland ........ .. ..................................... .. 
U ni ted N a tions (Singles) ··-·-----.. ·-······· 
Uni ted Nations (Imprints) ...................... . 
Vati can City .................................................. . 
Kennedy ···-······· ............ - ............................. . 

1.50 
.50 

1.00 
.50 
.50 

1.00 
.35 

2.50 

2-Post 
All American .............................. _ .............. .. 
Afgh a nistan, Ira n, Persia ···-··-·····-···-··· 
Albania, Bulg aria ···- ....................... _ ........ . 
Argentina, Uruguay ···········-···-·-·--···· ....... . 
Austria .................... ·-······--··-·· ........ . 
B elg ium .................. ............. - .......... .. 
B olivia, P a r aguay ....... - ......... - .............. . 
Brazil . . .................................................... . 
British Afri ca .......................... ......... - ... 
Briti sh America ........................................... _ 
India (B ritish Asia I) ...... ·-··-·····--· ....... . 
British A sia II ..................... ·-·-······· 
Briti sh Europ e ............................................. . 
British O ceania ......... __ ................. - .. - ..... . 
Chile, P eru ....... - ........................ - .................. . 
Ch i n a ....................... . ..................... . 
Colomb; a, P an am a ---... .. 
gost~ _Ri ca, Nicar .agua .,. .. , ..................... . 

om m 1can R epubli c, Ha1t1 ..................... . 
Czech osl ovakia ......................................... . 
E cu a d or , V en ezuela .................................. .. 
Ethiopi a , L ib eri a .............................. .. 
Fran ce .............. .................................. . 
French Community I .............................. .. 

b~~;:,c~nyco_~~~~l-t~---I~ .. ..::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

1.00 
. 50 

1.50 
. 50 
.35 

2.00 
2.00 

.50 
2.50 
2.50 
2.00 
5 00 
1 .00 
2.00 
1.00 

. 50 
1.00 

.75 
1.00 

.75 
1.00 

.75 

.35 
3 .00 
3.00 
1.25 

Minkus Supplements are available at your 
Atlanta, Ga.-RICH'S-Tel.: JA 2-4636, Ext. 

8264 (Zip 30302) 
Baltimore, Md .-HUTZLER'S-Tel.: SA 7-

1234 (Z i p 21201 ) 
Beverly Hill s, Cal i f.-J. W . ROBINSON CO. 

Tel.: CR 5-5464, Ext. 276 (Z i p 90210) 
Boston , Mass.-JORDAN MARSH CO.-Tel.: 

426-9000, Ext. 2842 (Zip 02107) 
Chevy Chase, Md .- WOODWARD &. LOTH­

ROP - Tel . : OL 4- 7600, Ext. 2281 (Zip 
20015) 

Ch icago, Ill. - MARSHALL FIELD AND 
COMPANY - Tel.: ST 1-1000, Ext. 2281 
( Z i p 60690) 

Ci nc i nnati, Ohio-POGUE' S -Tel.: 381-4700 
( Z i p 45202) 

Cleveland, Oh io- H IGBEE'S -Tel . : 579-7391, 
Ext. 414 (Zip 44113) 

Columbus, Ohio-LAZARUS &. CO. Tel.: 
463-3257 (Zip 43216) 

Dallas, Tex. - SANGER - HARRIS Tel.: 
RI 8-361 1, Ext. 666 (Z ip 75201) 

Denver, Co lo. - MAY D. F . - Tel.: 292-8380 
( Z ip 80202) 

Detro i t , M ich.-THE J . L. HUDSON COM ­
PANY-Tel.: CA 3-5100, Ext. 2080 and 
2092 (Z i p 48226) 

Garden C ' ty , N . Y. - GIMBEL$ - Tel.: 
Pl 1-6554 ( Z ip 11533) 

Hartford, Conn.-G. FOX &. CO.-Tel.: 249-
9711, Ext . 8020 ( Z i p 06115) 

Houston , Texas-FOLEY'S-Tel.: CA 8-3311, 
Ext. 576 ( Z i p 77001) 

Ind ianapolis, Ind , - L . S. AYRES &. CO. -
T e l. : ME 7-4411, Ext. 380 (Zip 46204) 

Los Angeles, Cal if.-J. W . ROBINSON CO. 
-Tel : MA 8-0333, Ext. 527 (Zip 90017) 

M i lwaukee, W is.- GIMBELS-Tel.: 276-7050, 
Ext. 553 (Zip 53201 ) 

Minneapolis, M i nn.-DAYTON 'S-Tel.: FE 2· 
61 23, Ext. 2366 (Z i p 55402) 

N ew Orleans, La.-MAISON BLANCHE CO. 

Greece ........ ................ ......... ·-·-···-··-·····----
Guatem ala, Honduras, El Sal. ____ .... 
Hungary ........ ..---······---- .... --- ·· 
Independent Africa ···--··· ........................ .. 
Indon esia, Philippines -·-·····---.... __ _ 
Iraq, L eb a non ............. ·-·-··-··· ....... - ...... . 
Italy -·--····-·-··-··········-··-······-·--·-····--.. .. 
Japan ......................... - .... ·······---··--.. -·--·· 
Korea , Thailand .............. _ ......................... . 

:h~~f~bo~~g- .. :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
M onaco, Andorra ........ .. ............................ . 
M ongolia ..... - .............................. - ..... .. 
Neth erlands ····-·····-····--·· .. ··-··-·-·-............... . 
P oland . .. ..................................................... . 
P ortugal & Colonies ................................... . 
Romani a. -----·------------·-----------------------------------···· 
Russia .................. ·-··········-············-······-·--··· 
Sa n M arino ......................... _ ............. _ .......... . 
Scandinavia ....... - ....... ............... ..... ·-······-·-···· 
Spain & Colonies ... ·-··--··--· .. ·-·-·-· .... 
Tunisi a , Libya, Morocco ··--·-···-······-·· 
Turkey ......................... -·-··· 
U nited Arab Republi c .................... ·-······ 
Y ugoslavia .............. ·-·-··-·········- ....... _ ........ . 

.35 
1.50 
1.00 
6.00 

.75 

.75 

.25 
1.00 
1.00 

.25 

.35 

.75 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 

.50 
1.00 
1.50 
.35 

1.50 
.50 
.75 
.50 

2.00 
.75 

nearest Stamp and Coin Department : 
-Tel.: JA 2-3434, Ext. 231 ( Z ip 70160) 

Newport Beach, Cal if. - J. W . ROBINSON 
CO. - Tel.: 644-2800, Ext. 310 (Z i p 92660) 

New York, N . Y . - GI M BELS - Tel.: LO 4. 
3300, Ext. 375-376 (Zip 10001) 

Omaha, Nebr.-BRANDEIS-Tel. : 341°8666, 
Ext. 542 (Zip 68102 ) 

Panorama City, Los Angeles, Calif.- J. W . 
ROBINSON CO. - Tel.: EM 4-7131 (Zip 
91402) 

Paramus, N. J.-GIMBELS-Tel. : 843-9400, 
Ext. 278 (Zip 07652 ) 

Pasadena, Calif.-J. W. ROBINSON CO.­
Tel . : SY 5 -6871, Ext. 392 (Z i p 91101) 

Philadelphia, Pa.-GIMBELS-Tel. : WA 2-
3300, Ext. 2318 (Zip 19105) 

Pittsburgh , Pa. - KAUFMANN '$ - Tel.: 
AT 1- 1000, Ext. 598 (Zip 15219) 

Portland, Ore. - MEIER &. FRANK- Tel . : 
227-4411 (Zip 97204) 

R ichmond, Va.-THALHIMER BROTHERS, 
INC.-Tel.: Ml 3-4211 , Ext. 526 (Zip 2321 9) 

San Anton io, Texas-JOSKE' S OF TEXAS 
-Tel.: CA 7.4343 (Zip 78206) 

San D iego, Calif. - THE MAY CO. - Tel.: 
CY 7 -2511 (Zip 92110) 

San Francisco, Cal i f. - THE EMPORIUM 
DOWNTOWN-Tel.: YU 2-1111, Ext. 1553 
(Zip 94103 ) 

Seattle, Wash .-THE BON MARCHE- Tel.: 
MA 4-1234 (Zip 98111) 

Skokie, 111.-MARSHALL FIELD AND COM ­
PANY-Tel.: 674-1234, Ext. 663 (Zip 60076 ) 

St. Lou i s, Mo.-FAMOUS - BARR CO.-Tel.: 
GA 1-59-00 (Zip 63101 ) 

Valley Stream, N . Y . - GIMBEL$ - Tel.: 
LO 1-6100, Ext. 278 (Z i p 11580) 

W ashi ngton, D. C.-WOODWARD &. LOTH ­
ROP.-Tel. : 347-5300, Ext. 412 &. 511 (Z i p 
20013) 

Yonkers, N . Y.-GIMBELS-Tel. : YO S-8000, 
Ext. 278 (Z ip 107-04) 
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PHILATELIC HANOBOOKS ~~=-:: 

P ub lished by The Theodore E . Steinway M emo r ial Publica t ion Fund 

No. 1 UNITED STATES, 24c AIR MAIL INVERTED CENTER OF 1918 
By Henry M. Goodkind 32 pages ... 9 Illus . .. . $1.00 

No. 2 CORRIENTES. THE ISSUES FROM 1856-80 
By Louis Stich 84 pages . .. 20 Illus .... $2.00 

No. 7 UNITED STATES. THE TEN CENTS STAMPS OF 1855-59 
By Mortimer L. Neinken 252 pages . .. 530 Illus . ... $10.00 

$7.50 to C. C. members 

No. 8 ROBERT MORRIS, POSTMASTER OF NEW YORK 
By Winthrop S. Boggs 206 pages ... 24 Plates ... $25.00 

No. 10 CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, SPECIAL POSTAL ROUTES 
By Lawrence L. Shenfield 112 pages ... 88 Illus .... SI0.00 

$7.50 to C. C. members 

No. 11 FREN\.H COLONIES, THE GENERAL ISSUES 
By Robert G. Stone 118 pages ... 82 Illus ... . $2.00 

No. 12 CIVIL WAR PRISONS AND THEIR COVERS 
By Earl Antrim 251 pages ... 176 Illus .... SI0.00 

$7.50 to C. C. members 

No. 13 HONDURAS, THE BLACK AIR MAIL 
By Irving I. Green 32 pages ... 14 Illus . . . . $1.00 

No. 14 THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF NEPAL 
By H. D.S. Haverbeck 128 pages . • . 59 Illus .... $5.00 

No. 15 THE PONY EXPRESS 
By M. C. Nathan & W. S. Boggs 105 pages ... 102 Illus .. . . $5.00 

No. 16 MANCHOUKUO 
By Helen K. Zirkle 131 pages .... 168 Illus . .. . $5.00 

No. 17 UNITED STATES. THE 1851-57 TWELVE CENT STAMP 
By Mortimer L. Neinken 74 pages ... 65 Illus .... $4.00 

No. 18 AFGHANISTAN, ITS 20th CENTURY POSTAL ISSUES 
By Frank E. Patterson Ill 208 pages ... 225 Illus . .. . $7.50 

No. 19 UNITED STATES, THE Sc BEACON Affi MAIL STAMP OF 1928 
By Henry M. Goodkind 64 pages ... 90 Illus .... $2.00 

No. 20 THE NEW HEBRIDES, POSTAL STAMPS AND THEIR HISTORY 
By Nathan Hals and Phil Collas 176 pages . .. 66 Illus . . .. $10.00 

No. 21 POSTAL HISTORY OF VERMONT 
By George C. Slawson, Arthur W. Bingham, Sprague W. Drenan 

310 pages ... Illustrated ... $10.00 

No. 22 NEW ZEALAND, 1898-99 GT. BARRIER ISLAND PIGEON POST STAMPS 
By J. Reg Walker, H. L. Chisholm, H. M. Goo<lkind 

llO pages .. . 70 Illus .... $5.00 

No. 23 PHILATELIC HANDBOOK FOR KOREA, 1884-1905 
By Korea Stamp Society 128 pages •.. 80 Illus .... $10.00 

~==THE COLLECTORS CLUB===:.• 
22 East 35th Street , New York , N. Y. 100 16 
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Across The Editor's Desk 
A.S.D.A. Recommendation for New Auction Rules 

It seems sad that the "punch-line" or "punch-sentence" of Ira Seebacher 's 
lengthy "treatise" on New Auction Rules in the January, 1971 issue of the 
Collectors Club Philatelist ·hould be at the end. H e writes: " The hobby can 
certainly not continue if an atmosphere of distl'ust and legalistics is created be­
tween buyer and seller and in which none can suni Ye." Yet this is exactly the 
atmosphere his theme creates. 

To put things into proper perspectiYe let us brief!~, check the record: 
1. Before these reYised Condition· of Sale were recommended (note please: 

"recommended not "required") by the ASDA Special Committee, the Condi­
tion of Sale were less fayorable to the buyer. 

2. The revised "Conditions of Sale" were recommended to further the 
spirit of local auction rules and regulation· and consumer protection laws and 
to improve the buyer's " lot " (if the pun will be pardoned!) 

3. But the owner has rights, and, even the auctioneer! 'l'he recommended 
conditions are meant to be fair to all three parties concerned. 

4. The recommendations were prepared on the basic assumption that the 
auctioneer is an hon est business man. If he isn 't, no matter how stringent the 
Conditions are, it won't help the collector. 

Now may we look at these revised Conditions as compared \Yith those that 
were formulated by the late Robert L. Graham, .Jr., formc1 · counsel to the 
A.S.D.A., former President of the Collectors Club and a collector obviously able 
to ee both points of view. While the revised conditions quoted are thse of H. R. 
Harmer, Inc., they almost exactly follow the actual wording of the Committee's 
recommendations. Identical "Condition " but an " injustice" according to 
'' I .R.S . '' He assumes that this Condition is to · 'screen out '' bids from those 
who are notoriously poor risks or who have not established their credit. 

Bidding 
OLD 

I. All bids are per lot as numbered in the 
catalog ue. The right is reserved to with­
draw any lot prior to sale, to divide a lot, 
or to group two or more lots. 

NEW 
I. All bids a re p er lot, as numbered in the 
catalogue. 'l'he right is reserved to with­
draw any lot prior to sale, to divide a lot, 
or to group two or more lots. 

Identical ''Condition'' and not questioned. 
lI. 'l'he highest bidder shall prevail. II. The highest bidder sball prevail. 
Should any dispute arise between bidders, Should any dispute a ri se b etween bidders, 
tho decision of the auctioneer M to the the decision of the auctioneer as to the 
successful bidder and the reoffering or re· successful bidder and the reoffering or re-
sale of the lot under dispute hall rest sale of tho lot under dispute shall rest 
entire!~· on the judgment of the a uctioneer. entirely on the judgment of the 'auctioneer. 
The auctioneer shall regulate the bidding The auctioneer shall 1·egulate the bidding 
ancl reserve the right to refuse any bid be- ancl reserve the right to r efuse any bid be-
lie>ed by him not to be made in good faith. li evecl by him not to be made in good faith . 

Not entirely so. The condition permits the auctioneer to demand a deposit, 
to decline to accept a later bid if the buyer will not immeidately pay for a pre­
vious lot, to decline to accept a mail bid where references or a deposit have not 
been received. It is also there to permit the auctioneer to decline to accept a bid 
from a person under the influence of alcohol, an insane person, a minor and 
others where the purchase would not be held binding on the buyer, but where the 
vendor could well claim that a sale had taken place and look to the auctioneer 
for payment. 

Mr. Seebacher also raises the question of the selling price relative to the 
phrase ''The highest bidder shall prevail.'' Let us pose an example: With 
mail bids of $50 and $100, what is the correct starting and finishing bid for a 
lot ~ ''The way it stands, a dealer could execute each and every bid he executes 
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at the top - and be within the standard terms of sale, '' he says. Note the use 
of the word ' ' dealer'' instead of ''auctioneer.'' These Conditions never were 
intended for a dealer using auction as a method of disposal. These are Condi­
tions applicable to an auctioneer as agent (with no title in the goods himself) 
and not to a dealer owning the material. The latter is bound by totally different 
terms, apart from legal obligations. 

Nor are these Conditions to apply to the "many mail auctioneers," if we 
assume that Mr. Seebacher meant them when referring to " Mail Sale" opera­
tions; for the same reason that the "auctioneer" is the owner and does not have 
an agency interest. 

Now to the question, what is the correct starting bid ~ 
is $52.50 and in the majority of cases it would be applied. 
suggestion that surely there is no confusion pertaining to 
be! 

The obvious answer 
However , despite the 
this point, there can 

Two examples: (a) The item is a standard item that always sells around 
$100. Why waste everyone's time by starting it at $52.50 when there will be 
room bidding at $80 or more: (b) The lot catalogues $240 and the auctioneer 
has agreed to accept reserve prices (under Condition of Sale III ) of 1/srd of 
catalogue. He must start the lot at $80. 

A better question is, what does the auctioneer do if he has no mail bid, or 
only one mail bid ~ The answer is to start the lot at a sensible, below-market­
value level where there will be room competition. The secret of any auction is 
to maintain rhythm and a time schedule to prevent persons getting· bored, or 
missing· their train, plane or bus! 
III. Unless the sale is advertised and an· III. U nless the sale is adrnrtised and an· 
noun ced as an unrestricted sale, or as a nounced as an unrestrict ed sale, or as a 
sale without reserve, the consignor has re· sa le ,dthout rese rve, the consignor has re· 
se rYed the right to bid p e11sonally through served t.he right to bid personally, through 
the auctioneer or any other agent. the auctioneer or any other agent. 

(Excluded entirelv in most cases) 
On the subject of an owner bidding ~n his own lots, Mr. Seebacher "cannot 

understand wl1y the new standards deny this right in the case of sale advertised 
as unrestricted or without reserve." In New York City, municipal regulations 
require this, and irrespective of whether it is felt necessary or not, it is a must 
for New York auctions and a r ecommendation for others. Obviously no one can 
be protected from a smart vendor who arranges for a ''shill '' but in some 40 
years of auctioneering in England and the United States I have only experienced 
this on some three or four occas10ns. 

Payment for P ·nrchases 
IV. Floor Bidders. The nam e and address IV. P ayment for all lots, *INCLUDING 
of the buyer of each Ito shall be given to THOSE ON WHICH OPINIONS ARE 
the auctioneer immediately following the DESIRED UNDER CONDITIONS OF 
sale of such lot. Payment of the whole SALE 7, shall be made as follows: 
purchase p1·ice, or part thereof, shall be (a) Floor bidders . The nam e and ad-
made by the floor buyer in such manner as rl re.ss of the buyer of each lot shall be given 
the auctioneer may determine. to the auct ioneer immediately following the 

V . )]foil Bidders. A successful mail bid­
der will be notified of lots purchased and 
must remit before the lots are sent. De­
li very to a B'Uccessful mail bidder will be to 
the address on the bid sheet. A person 
knoll'n to us or who furnishes satisfactory 
r eferences, may, at our option, have pur­
chases forwarded for immediate payment. 
A minimum charge of 50c will be made for 
postage, insurance and handling. Proof, 
h.r the auctioneers, of r eceipt of a sending 
at the advised address hall constitute de· 
livery. 

sa le of such lot. Payment of the whole 
purchase price, or p art thereof, shall be 
made by the floor buyer in such manner as 
the auctioneer may determine. 
( b ) Mail bidders. A successful mail bid­
der will be notified of lots purchased and 
mu t remit before the lots a re sent. A p er­
son known to the auctioneer, who furnishes 
sati sfacto ry references, may a.t the auction­
eer 's option have purchases forwarded for 
imm ediate payment. A minimum charge of 
50c will be mn.cle fol' postage, insurance and 
handling. Pl'oof by the auctioneer, of re­
ce ipt of a sen ding at the advised addres~ 
sha 11 constitute delivery. 
* not in original report. 
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H er e the only difference is the requirement that payment hall be made for 
all lots, including those on which opinions were desired. Thi condition was 
added because many lots were being ubmitted for opinion in order that the 
buyer could withhold payment for several months, if the original submi sion of 
the lots was delayed somewhat. This Condition rather persuades the buyer to 
hurry the certificate so that the lot is either his or the purchase price is refunded! 
VI. Title shall not pass to the buyer until V. 'l'it le sha ll not pass to the buyer until 
full payment is receirnd by the auctioneer . full payment is recefred by the auctioneer. 

o change. Howenr Mr. Seebacher raises the que:tion of a lot in contention 
(i.e. submitted for expertization ). "If a lot is up for xpertization, most likely 
payment has been deferred . I a late payment due, or not~ The committee 
was silent on this point ? Didn ·t he read the beginning of Condition 4. The 
late payment charge was a recommended option. 

Authenticity 
VIII. Each lot is sold as genuine but when VII. EACH LOT IS SOLD AS GEN-
in the opinion of any competent authority UINE, R T WHEN IN THE OPIN TON 
acceptable to the auctioneer the lot is de- OF Al\'Y MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE 
clared otherwise, the purchase price will be AUTHORITY 'rHE LOT IS DECLARED 
refunded in full, provided t he lot is re- OTHERWISE, THE PURCHASE PRICE 
ceiued by the auctioneer within a period of WILL BE REFUNDED IN FULT_,. PR0-
2 l days from t he dat e of Ill e auction. YIDED THE LOT J RECEIVED BY 
Where an opinion is not e:i;pected within 21 TTIE A UC'l'IClNEER, WITHIN A PERIOD 
days, receipt by the auctioneer of notifica- OF FOUR WEEKS FROM THE DA'J'E 
lion within this period that a reasonable OF THE A rCTIOX. WHEN AN 
extension of t im e is required, is Ratisfactory. OPINION IS NOT EXPECTED WITHL 
Yo lot will be accepted back imder any cir- TRIS FOUR WEEK PERIOD. THE 
c11mstances after three months from the BUYER WILL (A) SUBMIT THE LOT 
auction dat e. Expenses incuned shall be WITHOUT DELAY 'J'O A MUTUALLY 
borne by the pu rchaser, irrespective of the ACCEPTABLE AUTHORITY A D (B) 
opinion expressed. Proof of the inability ENSURE THAT ADVI E , IN WRITT G, 
of a "competent a uthority" to express a BE RECEIVED BY THE AUCTIONEER 
def i11i te opinion is not ground for the r e- N O LATER THAN 25 DAYS OF THE 
turn of an item. In the case of United AUC'rTO~. NO J.,OT WILL BE AC-
StntC's stamps the " competent au thority" CEP'l'ED BACK UNDER ANY CIRCUM-
sliall be The Philntelic Foundation. STANCES AFTER FOUR MON'l'HS 

FROM THE A UCTJON DA TE. EX­
PENSES I CURRED SHALL BE BORNE 
BY THE PURCHASER EXCEPT WHERE 
THE LOT IS O'l'HER THAN AS DES­
CRIBED, WHEN THE AUC'l'IO JEER 
SHALL ACCEP'l' RESPO SIBILITY AS 
FOLLOWS: (A) THE ACTUAL COS'J' OF 
THE CERTIFICATE IF $J O.OO OR LESS; 
or (B ) 'l'HE CO T OF THE CERTIFI­
CATE UP TO 5% OF THE SALE PRICE, 
WITH A MAXIMUM OF $50.00. PROOF 
OF THE I NABILTTY OF "A MUTU­
ALLY ACCEP'l'ABLE AUTHORITY" TO 
EXPRESS AN OPJ1 ION IS NOT 
GROllNDS FOH 'rHE RETURN OF A 
LO'J'. IN THE CASE OF U~ITED 
STA'I'ES STAMPS THE "MUTUALLY 
ACCEPTABLE AUTHORITY' ' SHALL 
NORMALLY BE THE PHILATELIC 
FOUND A TI01 . 

Her Mr. Seebachcr reall:v goe to town ! The auctioneer is the lowest form 
of human !ife ! And this i one of the condition wher e, if the reader compares, 
:~e Committee endeaYored to improve the rights of the bu.vcr on several counts! 

'.1'he new standards mean that no auctioneer need ·tand behind his product." 
Right! . Even consumer laws do i;iot require it. There are by-law cut-off points, 
otherwise no one could sell anythmg. Another small point he raises - if a lot 
has to be r eturned, the auctioneer hould refund postao·e. Actually the mailing 
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facilities of an auctioneer are above and beyond the call of duty. These are 
'' room'' auctions where the auctioneer has agreed to assist mail bidders by 
acting for them. (Equally commercial products ''guaranteed,'' always require 
the items to be mailed back - no promise of postage refund). 

Next; now under the new Conditions you have up to four months (or three 
months-this was optional to the auctioneer). This is an improvement. 

Now we have trouble with the "mutually acceptable authority." Previously 
it was ''an authority acceptable to the auctioneer. '' The Committee improved 
on this to make it a "mutitally acceptable authority." 

Mr. Seebacher continues "In the case of non-United States lots, there is no 
indication as to how long it can be before the dealer (here we go with "dealer" 
instead of ''auctioneer'') names an arbiter --- '' Why should the auctioneer 
question the opinion of a reliable authority? ·what does he gain by such be­
havior? A big battle for a small commission. 

Up to now the Philatelic Foundation has been accepted as the best arbiter 
for U. S. stamps; it is obviously better to choose them than a questionable expert 
"X." For non-U. S. stamps invariably any known and competent expert to 
whom a purchaser has submitted an item will be acceptable to the auctioneer. 

(Note. Since the advent of the APS /ASDA Expert Committee, Harmer's 
have changed this to r ead ''The mutually acceptable authority shall 
normally be the Philatelic Foundation" and in foreign sales the 
Philatelic Foundation is not mentioned) . 

But agin mis-reading is evident "Don't you think the ASDA should change 
this one to read like " any lot can be returned, if pronounced "Not Genuine" by 
competent authority, whether or not examined prior to sale.'' 

Maybe the Conditions aren't that clear but the "non-returnable" Condition 
applies to basically Quality (Condition 8) and not to Aidhenticity (Condition 
7). A buyer can examine a stamp for hours on end and, if an adverse opinion 
(relating to Condition 7) is received, he can return it. No questions, no "shoddy 
legal tricks.'' 

Again the complaint "As for the expenses (of expertising fees), the seller 
is responsible to $10 in the event of an adverse opinion of a lot and if the cost is 
higher, he is then liable for 5% of the sale price but not for more than $50. The 
Foundation has perhaps a higher charge than $50 but it seems to us there should 
be no ceiling on the cost of an expert opinion that is rendered against the seller. 
There is none in the buyer's case. He pays the freight if (1) the lot is good, 
and (2) if the expert is unable to r ender an opinion." 

Superficially a reasonable argument - but the inclusion of limitations of 
liability on behalf of the vendor are necessary. (Previously most auctioneers 
accepted no responsibility for expertizing expenses). An example: " Mauritius, 
earliest impression 2p dark blue, used, cut into all round and horizontal crease, 
Scott 4, $3,750.'' Realization $175, appropriate for such a stamp. The buyer 
decided to submit it to, say The British Philatelic Association ("a mutually ac­
ceptable authority") and in due course the item is returned with a certificate 
"genuine used, creased and stained" and a bill for £81.25 ($195). The pur­
chaser, who should never have sent such a poor stamp for such an opinion in the 
first place, now returns it (because of the staining) to the auctioneer and asks 
for repayment of the cost of the certificate, about which Mr. Seebacher, if the 
vendor of the stamp, would be most irate. To prevent his, and other vendors' 
wraths, a maximum of liability was recommended. 

In most cases, including the Philatelic Foundation , no charge is made where 
the expert ''is unable to render an opinion.'' 

Mr. Seebacher asks ''if an expensive stamp or cover cannot obtain a certi­
ficate, who wants it?'' The auctioneer sells each lot as genuine and naturally 
maintains it is so unless the purchaser proves that it is not . 'l'he inability of a 
committee to express a positive opinion does not cause an item to be a fake or 

208 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. 50, NO. 4 
forgery as one "mutually acceptable authority," the Philatelic Foundation, has 
pointed out from time to time in the philatelic press. This has been quoted 
sufficiently often not to require to be repeate<l - but here goes: 

''THE EXPERT COMMITTEE RESPECTFULLY DECLINES 

TO EXPRESS AN OPINION . . . . '' 

In the printed regulations that govern the acceptance of "patients" for examination, 
Rule #8 states, ''The Committee re.serves the right at all times to decline to examine or 
give an opinion on any item . .... '' 

It has been brought to our attention that a wrong interpretation has been applied to 
this statement. We have been told that some people take the view that a derogatory impli­
cation can be construed when the Committee declines to express an opinion on a stamp or a 
cover. At no time has the Expert Committee of the Philatelic Foundation said or implied 
that the report ''The Committee respectfully declines to express an opinion'' means any­
tbjng other than what it say.s. No other interpretation should be rea.d into it. 

The sole objective of the Expert Committee and its consultants is to arrive at a con­
clusive accurate report if possible. The Committee (all of whose members work voluntarily) 
goes to infinite pains to arrive at such a conclusion on every "patient". However, some 
items present unusual problems; possibly that is. why they are submitted . 

In such cases, opinions are sought from specialist consultants resident all over the world 
if necessary. Sometimes large doss.iers of reference material are g{lthered together and col­
lated. Frequently many hours are spent individually by several consultants and members 
of the Expert Committee studying one stamp or cover, in conjunction with the criteria that 
has been assembled. If no conclusive opinion oon be reached after all possible known avenues 
of research have been explored, then the ''patient'' is returned with ''no opinion''. 

We trust that this explanation will dispel the wrong impression that some may have had. 

THE CHAIRMAN, 
THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION, NEW YORK 

IX. Any lot, des.cription of which is incor­
rect is returnable (a) within three days of 
receipt and (b) if received by II. R. Har­
mer, Inc. within 21 days from the date of 
the auction. All disputed lots must be re­
turned intact in the condition received. No 
adj11stments. The following lots are not re­
turnable : Lots containing ten or more 
stamps; lots from purchasers who had the 
opportunity to examine them before the 
nuction; stamps described with defects or 
faults or of a quality s,tandard of "very 
good'' or below; stamps on account of ap­
pearance or centering, when they are illus­
trated; lots offered "as is." 

8. ANY LOT, DESCRIPTION OF 
WHICH IS INCORRECT, IS RETURN­
ABLE WITHIN FIVE (5) DAYS OF 
RECEIPT AND MUST BE RECEIVED 
BY THE AUCTIONEER WITHIN FOUR 
WEEKS FROM THE DATE OF THE 
AUCTION. ALL DISPUTED LOTS MUST 
BE RETURNED INTAC'l' IN THE CON­
DITION RECEIVED. 
9. THE FOLLOWING LOTS ARE NOT 
RETURN ABLE: LOTS CONTAINING 10 
OR MORE ITEMS; LOTS FROM PUR­
CHASERS WHO HAD THE OPPORTU­
NITY TO EXAMINE THEM BEFORE 
THE AUCTION; STAMPS DESCRIBED 
WITH DEFECTS OR FAULTS OR OF A 
QUALITY STANDARD OF "VERY 
GOOD'' OR BELOW; ST AMPS ON AC­
COUNT OF APPEARANCE OR CENTER­
ING WHEN THEY ARE ILLUSTRATED; 
LOTS OFFERED ''AS IS.'' 

Note, five days from receipt, not three! Received by the auctioneer within 
four weeks, not 21 days! Returns up to 10 items permitted, previously 10 
stamps ! 

And then Mr. Seebacher goes into a discourse on the purchaser ''who had 
the opportunity to examine '' items. This isn't a Condition to catch the legiti­
mate purchaser. Cannot he appreciate that ''Condit ions of Sale'' are printed 
to protect the auctioneer from the inveterate returner, not the honest buyer who 
looked at lots before an auction and missed a defect~ No auctioneer remains in 
business by being foolishly adamant in the application of rules. Talk to your 
friends at the Collectors Club ! 
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New York State Sales Tax 
X. The New York State Sales Tax (as 
appropriate) is payable by buyers liable to 
tax. 

no change -

XL The placing of a bid shall constitute 
,acceptance of the foregoing condition of 
sale. 

10. The New York State Sales Tax is pay· 
able by buyers liable to the tax. 

no comments 

11. THE PLACING OF A BID SHALL 
CONSTITUTE ACCEPTANCE OF THE 
FOREGOING CONDITIONS OF SALE. 

No change, but "This means that whatever precedes this final term is bind­
ing even if the bidder doesn't care to read, or does not understand the small 
print." Please! Incidentally, the reader will note that important Conditions 
are in large print and the small print covers lesser points. 

Other I.R.S. Comments: "The A.S.D.A. should prohibit the term "as is." 
''It is an evasion of the real facts.'' And, ''as is'' is often a euphemism for 
''questionably genuine.'' A number of certificates, more often ''Royal'' or 
"B.A.A." speak of "unused as far as one can say," "of possible proof status," 
"unable to confirm that it is used on the cover," etc., etc. Equally there are 
issues which are genuine according to one European dealer but forged according 
to another (take Corfu which I.R.S. mentions). These must be offered "as is" 
or there is an evasion of fact . (The A.S.D.A. Committee recommended, did not 
prohibit!). 

"It is the fly-by-nighters and mail auctioneers and their like who have 
sprung up, whom the A.S.D.A. hopes to regulate." Wrong, fly-by-nighters will 
ignore the recommendations. Mail auctioneers never were included; as already 
pointed out the Conditions are for agent-auctioneers. (A.S.D.A. Committee 
recommended, did not regulate!). 

In conclusion, despite Mr. Seebacher's views, firstly, the Committee's aim 
was, as has been proved above, to improve the auction buyer's lot; secondly, the 
Committee could only recommend these Conditions and it is interesting to note 
that they have not been universally adopted, and thirdly, the A.S.D.A. cannot 
invoke conditions without probably creating Anti-Trust problems. 

We believe all shall survive - both the buyer, the vendor and the auctioneer! 
All we require is good will on all parts. ( B. D. Harmer) 
18811 111 1111111 11881 188111111111111 11881 18811111 11111 1111 881 
Philately-for-Profit Drive Is Being Pushed 
By U.S. Postal Serv ice 
Revampe·d Concern Sees Sales Of Stamps, Other Items 
As Way To Boost Its Earnings 

The following article appeared in The Wall Street Journal on Friday, 
March 26th, 1971 : 

By KENNETH H. BACON 
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 

WASHINGTON - Philately for profit. 
It sounds like graffiti on a bus-station wall, but the phrase describes plans 

of the U. S. Postal Service to turn a neat profit on its stamp sales. 
In its new status as a government corporation that's to operate on a break­

even basis, the Postal Service is hungry for ways to make money. And it sees 
a big potential in philately, or stamp collecting. 

It's also looking at other items to sell in its 32,000 post office lobbies. The 
Postal Service and the National Gallery of Art are working on a plan to offer 
reproductions of paintings, on an experimental basis, to test the lobbies' retail 
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potential. If that goes well, officials indicate the Postal Service will consider 
selling other things, such as Government Printing Office publications. 

But the profit-from-philately progrnm already is in full swing. The post 
office long has been making money on the sale of stamps that go into collections, 
rather than onto mail. The reYamped service is convinced this can become even 
more lucratiYe as a revenue source. Most of the stamps collected are commemo­
rative stamps, issued 15 times a year in limited editions of about 130 million each 
to upplement standard stamps such as the six-cent American Flag issue. These 
commemoratiYe stamps are specially designed to celebrate historical events, or to 
honor a prominent person, such as the current six-center picturing Gen. Douglas 
facArthur. 

''A good percentage of the people who buy commemorative stamps never 
nse them," says William D. Dunlap, who heads the philatelic program. In the 
fiscal year ended last June 30, the post office sold $112.2 million in commemora­
tive stamps. About 25 % of that was practically clear profit because the stamps 
weren't used, Mr. Dunlap estimates. 

Talking in the new Postal Service lexicon in which mail users are '' cus­
tomers'' and mail services are ''products, '' Henry Lehne, an assistant postmaster 
general, proclaim sthat commemorative stamps are "our only profitable product." 

Mr. Dunlap, a 32-year-old former marketing executive from Procter & 
Gamble Co., hopes to use his elling skills to double revenue and profit from 
commemorative-stamp sales oYer the next five years. Currently, the Postal 
Service is conducting a market survey to determine the actual and potential 
number of stamp collectors in the U. S. It 's striYing to boost sales to the foreign 
and youth markets through increased participation in international stamp shows 
and by the use of a new film designed to interest school children in stamp col­
lecting. 

And to make its products more attractive, the service recently purchased a 
new printing press. In addition, Mr. Dunlap hopes that an emphasis on pollu­
tion control, conservation and similar social themes in the special stamp issues 
will boost sales in the youth market. 

One of this year 's Christmas stamps will be an original work by James B. 
Wyeth, the noted young artist. Mr. Dunlap is sure it will be a popular item 
with collectors. 

But the stamp salesmen plan to peddle more than stamps. The Postal 
Service expects to use post office lobbies to sell a number of products related to 
commemorative stamps. As an experiment last year, it sold 10,000 U. S. Postal 
Service Christmas cards containing the five Christmas stamps. Aimed at col­
lectors, the cards sold for $1.50 each, giving the post office a 50-cent profit on each 
sale. Mr. Dunlap is considering offering a similar item on a larger scale this 
year and may add souYenir cards featuring commemorative stamps." 

If the facts of the case are as reported, we feel that the philatelists of the 
United States should immediately take steps to prate t this obvious raid on our 
pocketbooks. True, no-one forces us to collect the stamps of the United States. 
If this policy of the United States Postal Service is carried to its indicated 
conclu ion, there will undoubtedly be fewer collectors than there are now. 

(H.D.S. H .) 
In case of change of address, please notify Secretary, The Collectors 

Club, 22 East 35 Street, New York, N. Y . 10016. 

211 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. 50, NO. 4 
The Revenue Stamps of 

The U. S. Virgin Islands 

By Serge A. Korff 

The Virgin Islands comprise a group of tropical islands located in the Carib­
bean, about forty miles east of Puerto Rico. Blessed with an equable climate, 
they possess a scenic beauty that has made them a tourist paradise. There are 
many islands in the group, the exact number depending on how small a p iece of 
emerging rock one wants to call an island. An international border runs through 
the group, dividing the U.S. Virgin Islands from the British . The three largest 
islands in the British group are Tortola, Virgin Gorda and Anegada. They have 
their own postal history which we shall not touch upon in this article. 

The three largest islands in the U.S. group are St. Croix, St. Thomas and 
St. John . Of these, St. Croix is the largest. It has two towns, Christiansted 
and Frederiksted, and a substantial flat area that originally was almost exclu­
sively in sugar-cane. St. 'l'homas has the administrative capital, Charlotte 
Amalie, \\"Cll known for its many tourist hotels. St. John is principally a 
National Park. The total population is roughly 36,000. The island of St. 
Croix is situated some forty miles south of the other islands in the group. 

The islands have had a complex history of occupation by various nations. 
"\~ e shall here only be concerned with one such nation previous to our own, namely 
Denmark. 'l'he Danes owned the islands and administered them as the Danish 
·w est Indies, for more than half a century prior to their purchase by the U.S. in 
1917. 

Figure I. Danish West Indies revenue stamp for 50 bits, ( IOc, U.S.) bearing 1915 manuscript 
cancellation. 
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Under Danish rule, the usage of revenue stamps followed Danish mainland 
custom. An issue of documentary stamps was in use, from about 1907 until the 
purchase by the U. S., of which a typical one is illustrated in figure 1. These 
resemble the r egular revenue stamps of Denmark, the principal difference being 
that the top and bottom line identifying the country reads "Dansk Vestinidiske 
¢er' ' instead of '' Danmark.' ' 

A word about currency is appropriate. The name of Denmark in Danish is 
spelled Danmark. The unit of currency in Denmark is the crown, or in Danish 
the Krona, subdivided into 100 ¢re. In Danish the umlaut over the letter "o" 
is indicated by a slash-bar as in "¢." The words "Dansk Vestinidiske ¢er" 
translate as "Danish \Vest Indian islands"; and the words "¢er " and "¢re" 
are not the same, the former being a plural for " islands" and the latter a unit 
of money. In the pre-World I days, when the world's currencies were generally 
tied to gold, at fixed rates, the Danish crown was worth about 20c U. S., as also 
was the French Franc. The use of '' Franc' ' in the West Indies dates from the 
days when the French occupied the islands, and since it was the same value as 
the crown there was no need to change it. The Franc was divided into 100 
bits, which bear no relation to the familiar U.S. "two bits." Thus a "bit" in 
DWI was worth 0.2 cents, U.S. Even after the transfer to the U.S., the bit 
remained in use, and the stamps were not changed over in their currency desig­
nation until the late 1920s. Indeed the stamps continue to have the same effec­
tiYe denominations as in the first issue, as the smallest, the 2c U. S., is the 
successor of the 10 bit, the $1.40 U. S. succeeds the 7 francs, etc. Even the 
colors are almost the same, except of course that the colors of the stamps vary 
greatly within any one issue. 

In this review we shall call the Danish issue the First Issue of the V. I. 
revenue stamps. They were in use from about 1907 to 1917. They were per­
forated 12, on paper watermarked with a crown. The denominations issued 
were: 

10 bit, r ed on green 
50 bit, sage green 
1 franc, red on grey 
2 franc, dark grey on light grey 
3 franc, red on dull grey 
5 franc, blue 
7 franc, red on yellow 

10 franc, yellow 
50 franc, brown on pink 
World War I was in progress at the time of the U.S. acquisition of the 

Virgin Islands, and the U. S. Bureau of Engraving and Printing was busy with 
other things. Hence the Danish revenue stamps continued in use for some time 
before the Bureau got around to printing U.S. Yersions of the revenue stamps. 
Thus it is not unusual to find Danish stamps with cancellations after the U. S. 
takeover, on 31st March 1917. 

The stamps measure about 24 mrns. horizontally by 33 mms. vertically. 
The Danish issue also includes at least two overprints, a 10 bit on the 50 bit, 
and a 50 bit surcharge on the 3 franc stamp. 

The U. S. issues are very similar to the Danish in appearance. The size is 
the same, the colors are quite similar, and the denominations are likewise similar, 
except for the addition of a high value 100 franc. ($20, U.S.). We shall call 
the first U. S. issue the Second Issue, of which a typical example is shown in 
figure 2. The stamps are printed in full sheets of 100, 10 x 10, with a wide 
white border all around. The sheets bear plate numbers at the top center. 
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Figure 2. U.S. Virgin Islands Revenue Stamp, I 0 bit denomination , bearing 12 bit overprint. 
About 1933. 

There is a single number for the one-color denominations and two numbers for 
the bi-colored ones. There is also a centerline, both horizontally and vertically. 
Since the sheets are often torn in half at the banks for convenience, such philatelic 
items as crossed centerline blocks are hard to obtain . The centerlines are also 
fairly faint, and as the centering of the perforations is on the average fairly good, 
one must look quite closely to see them. 

The second issue, or first U. S. issue, was in use from 1917 until the late 
1930s. There are at least two perforations used, and it seems likely that the 
earlier ones were perf. 10, ·while some printed later were perf. 11. Because of 
the fact that in a humid climate the paper changes in size, depending on the 
amount of water it has absorbed, various in-between sizes of perforations are 
found. 

The second issue consists of the following denominations: 
10 bit, red on green 
50 bit, green 
1 franc, red on sage green 
2 franc, grey 
3 franc, red on blue 
5 franc, blue 
7 franc, red on yellow 

10 franc, yellow 
50 franc, bistre on r ed 

100 franc, black on vermilion. 
These stamps are printed on unwatermark:ed paper and perforated 11. The 

10 and 50 bit, the 5 and 10 franc are also known in perf. 10. 
There next followed a complicated series of overprints. These came about 

because of the need for other denominations. The most important such need 
developed in the early 1930s when it was decided to impose a tax on cigarettes. 
This resulted in three different printings. First the regular second issue stamps 
were overprinted with new denominations. Second, playing card stamps were 
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Figure 3. Virgin Islands (St .Croix) provisional cigarette tax stamp, frame measuring about 31 x43 
mms. Approximately 1934. Denomination 6 bit , a bout l.2c U. S. 

overprinted, and third a set of provisional stamps was printed. vVe shall first 
describe the overprinted second issue stamps. 

Handstamped numerals on the regular second issue perf. 11 series, 1933-
1934. 

"5" on 10 bit 
'' 6'' on 10 bit, with a line blocking out the 10. 
" 7 " on 10 bit 

"12" on 10 bit 
"50" on 10 bit 
Typewritten surcharge 
" 15 " on 10 bit 
40 bit on 10 franc. 
Handstamped numeral and word BIT 
2 BIT on 10 bit 
On the P erf. 10, handstarnped numeral and word BIT 

1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 12, BIT, all on 10 bit. 
and with typewritten surcharge, 

6 bit on 10 bit 
6 bit on 5 franc 
6 bit on 10 franc 
7 bit on 10 franc. 
Most of these were intended for use on cigarette packages. The tax was 7 

bits per pack on most brands. The tax was determined by the wholesale value, 
and variations therefore occurred, the 6 bit value being needed on some brands. 

In addition to these stamps, a set of typeset provisionals, in black with a 
white background were printed in 1934, of about the same size as the r egular 
second issue types. A typical example is shown in figure 3. These stamps were 
not perforated, and were cut apart with shears or scissors. 
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Figure 4a . Virg in Islands current 60c stamp in two-tones of grey. 

'rhc following denominations exist : 
3, 5, 6, 7, and 15 bit. 

In the late 1930s the denominations " ·ere changed over to regular U.S. 
currency. The Yalucs and colors remained with little change. We shall call 
these the Third I ssue, and they ar in use at the present time, 1971. A typical 
example is shown in figure 4. ' 

Third Issue : 
2 cent Pink (frame and eagle on light green lathework background) 

10 cent, green* 
20 cent, pink on green 
40 cent, grey 
60 cent, pink on grey-blue 
1 Dollar, blue 

1.40 Dollar, red on yellow 
2 Dollar, yellow 

10 Dollar, red on pink 
20 Dollar, grey-black on pink 

1,000 Dollar, bright green frame, buff inside. 
* On the single-color varieties, the frame is usually darker than the background. 

Within any one issue the colors may vary considerably. 
Turning next to a different set of stamps, we come to the Playing Card 
The present i sue also exists perforated 121/2 . 

stamps of the Virgin Islands. Th is tax was imposed in the same manner as on 
the U.S . mainland, by affixing a stamp to each pack. The stamps for this pur­
pose were the regular U. S. types, bnt overprinted for the islands. Further, the 
use of these stamps in the islands is some time after their use on the mainland. 
The available stock of the older U. S. issues was overprinted. 

Two basic U. S. types \\·ere OYerprinted for the islands. First, the type 
listed by Scott as RF3, was overprinted VIRGIN ISLANDS, 4, cts. This stamp 
is rouletted. Scott mentions 10,000 being delivered to the islands on June 17, 
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Figure 4b . Vi rg in Isl a nds curre nt $20 stamp , showing location of two plate numbe rs and guide line , 
at top cer.te r of sheet . 

1920. Th ey list the oYerprinted stamp as RFV 1. 'l'h e basic . tamp was in use 
on th e mainland from 1896 to 1 99. Two slightly different typesettin gs exist. 

Th e second OYerprinted type is th e basic RF 17, hearing the large letter A, 
in tead of the denominati on. This stamp was in use on the mainland in 1922. 
Two interesting variants exist, in that while both bear the same OYerprint, one 
set is roul ettf'<l and the other perforated 11. Th e pedoratecl Yariety was not 
issued on the mainland, i.e., does not exist without the o,·crprint. These two 
are ca llcd by Scott RFV 2 for the rouletted and RVV 3 for the perforated, 
respectively. Quantities 0£ 10,000 0£ each 0£ the two varicties were deli\•ered to 
the is lands, on January 16, 1926 and March 5, 1934, r espectively. Presumably 
the latter was the perforated variety. lt is the rouletted variety that was further 
overprinted for the cigarette tnx . 
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The playing card tax wa · dropped about 1938. This author looked for packs 
still bearing the stamps in the 19.J:Os but was unable to locate any in the stores 
he visited. The quantitie · delivered were large, and would correspond to one 
pack for each inhabitant of the islands, an unlikely situation. The presence of 
this large probably unused stock may have led to these stamps being used for 
cigarette tax oYcrprinting. 

'l'he cigarette tax oYerprintin g was done about 1934, and the stamps which 
originally were RF 17, rouletted, oYerprinted to be Scott RFV 2 were chosen. 
Preston (AR \'. 20, p. 94, 1966, see refs.) sho\\'s a photograph of ten such over­
prints, in the amounts of 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, , 12, 30 and 40 bits. He also shows 
one with a typewritten 6 bit overprint. 

Alcholic beYerages do not bear reYenue stamps in the Virgin Islands. Some 
U.S. brands bear the usual U.S. strip "·ith the \\'Ord EXPORT printed on the 
strip. Some bear Export strips of the manufacturer. Those from Puerto Rico 
generally bear a strip reading TAX EXEl\IPT or TAX FREE FOR EXPORT. 

Finally it should be mentioned that a U.S. Documentary stamp, the 1 cent 
R 654, is illustrated overprinted in an article by Burns in the American Rev­
eniwr. It is believed to have been priYately made and not officially issued. 

The current Documentary stamps are on sale at the various banks in the 
islands. Apparently they are originally sent to the Virgin Islands National 
Bank and distributed by this bank to other banks. The V. I. Banks are affiliated 
with mainland banks the V. I. National Bank being an affiliate of the First 
Penn ylrnnia Banking & Trust Co. Other banks include the Chase Manhattan 
Bank, the First National City Bank of New York and the Bank of Nova Scotia. 

The Revenue Stamps of the Virgin Islands comprise a handsome, collectable 
set. It is to be hoped that future catalog printers wi ll sec fit to include this set 
among their listings. 
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PRIVATE POSTS IN BALTIMORE 
1844-1860 

By DENWOOD N. KELLY 

(Continued from Page 168) 

Figures 30 & 31. S. Allan Taylor fantasies, very co mmon , recorded in several colors . 

Figure 32. Another fraudulent Stringer & Mo rton stamp, rare (Ex-Sloan collection) 

Figure 33 . Fraudulent Str inger & Morton stamp, common . 

B. POST 
About 1849 

Another unidentified marking, apparently that of a Baltimore private post, 
is shown on the covers illustrated in Figure 34 and 35. 'l'he first, from the 
philatelically well-known vVm. A. Stewart correspondence, was reported to me 
in March, 1952 by George B. Sloane, who had seen it in the collection of Dr. A. 
Jay Hertz. The second, from my own collection, was acquired some ten years 
later from a philatelic source which could furnish no information as to its history 
or in what collection or collections it had previously reposed. 

Mr. Sloane reported that the marking on the coyer addressed to William A. 
Stewart was in blackish blue ink and was apparently applied with the use of a 
stencil. This seems like a time-consuming process, and it is possible that a hand­
stamp, which had been originally designed through the use of a stencil, may 
have been used. The direct use of a stencil, however, is heavily supported by 
the " -fuzzing" or "feathering " at the outer edges of each letter and the numeral. 
The marking on my cover (Figure 35) is struck similarly and also in a very 
dark blue ink. I am reasonably certain that the numeral is a '' 3'' and not a 
'' 5,'' because of the apparent traces of the downstroke on the right side, and 
the relative positions of the serif to the horizontal top stroke and the ball at 
bottom left. 
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Figure 34. Undated local cover bearing the as yet un identified handstamped (or stencilled) 
" B. POST 3" marking. (Collection of Dr. A. Jay Hertz) 

Figure 35. Undated loca l cover bearing the " B. POST 3" marking also illustrated in Figure 34. 
These two covers are the on ly ones so far recorded (Ke lly collection J 

The St \\·art coye1-, an en l'Clopc, conta incd a comic lawyer ·s Valentine, but 
bore no additional markings, either handstarnpccl or manuscript. Similar!~- , the 
coYer in my collection bea l's no othc1· markings of an:· kind. 

Occasionally it is possible to approximate a date of an unmarked cover by 
reseai·chin11; the addressee in the ol<l city <li1·cctories. In the case of the cover 
addressed to 'William A. Ste\\·art, this rnethod \\·as non-proclucti\·c as 1\fr. Ste,rnrt 
\\·as listed for wrll o\·c1· 20 consrcnti \·c ~·cars. The Alcock con~r, ho\Vc\·er, pro­
Yided a slightl.v better kml. \ \' hi Ir · 'vVilliarn Alcock" produced little of nluc 
(there were t\\'O, ·will iam J. an cl William H. D., listed in variou issues), "Dif­
fenderfer & Bro.' ' had more to offrr. There were several Diffcnderfers, but two 
brothr1·s and the son of one had a grocery busine s from 1849 to about 1857. In 
the 1849-50 edition of the director:· "Diffenderfer & Bro., grocers" was listed at 
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149 Lexington Street. Thereafter the busine s was listed under the name, 
"Chas. Diffen<lcrfer & Son," at 6 E ast or 13 vV c ·t Ba l tirnore Street until 1 57, 
when the firm disappeared from the listings. As the 18.J.9-50 edition of the 
dircct0r appcai·cd about J anuary, 1 50, I ' rould fix the apprnximate time of use 
of the B. Post marking, on this partioular cow1·, at least, as th e latter part of 
18-!9. 

CITY ONE CENT DISPATCH 
About 1851 

(Scott No. 47Ll) 
When the great F errari collect ion " ·as broken up in 192-J., lot Jo. 105 in the 

10th sale " ·as described as follo" · : 
" Baltimore City One Cent Dispatch noir sur rose bel. ex. obl. sur lcttrc 
photo pl. 2 Nous con iderons cc timbre comme un Carrier, exemplairc 
non catalogue, parfaitement authentique. '' 

This con•r is illustrated in Figme 36, and to this day no other example of 
the sta mp has been r ecorded. The conr comprises a folded business letter from 
th e firm of L. Salisbury & Bro., of Norfolk, Va., to Roose,·elt & Sons in New 
York City. The date ot the letter is June 3, 1 51 and the face of the cornr bears 
the typical Baltimore circulm· date stamp (June 4 ) , .. STEAM,. , and "10, " all 
in r ed indicating that the ll'tter \YaS ca rrie(l h.'· strmncr from ~orfolk to Balti­
more, a nd then " ·rnt on to New York. The '' 10 · · tics the stamp of the priYatc 
post, 1rhich is printed in black on r ose wo,·e paper, color c<l through. 

There is a good possibilit~· that the stamp \ras issued b~· a p1·irntc post 
opcrnting in orfolk ancl that it ,,·as used, t~·picall~· , to trnnsport thr letter to the 
ln1 ~- steamer which thm cmTicd i t up the Chesapeake Bay to Baltimore, at " ·hich 
point the letter entered the U.S. l\lail and went on to Ne,,· York by train. J 
lived in Norfolk for some years, but despite diligent scal'ching in old city direc­
tories and nmrnpapers for 1851, I could :find nothing to indicate the existence of 

Figure 36. Letter from Norfolk to New York, via Ba ltimore {June 4, 1851) a nd bearing the only 
recorded examples of the City One C e nt Dispatch stamp, Scott No. 47Ll {Ex Ferrari, Needham, 
C aspary co llections) 
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a prirnte post in that city. Despite this, I still feel that the odds are at least 
even that this was a Norfolk local stamp. I have never seen an example of any 
other Baltimore priYate post in the entire 18±6-1861 period carrying a letter 
from a bay steamer to the post office for onward routing. Normally the captain, 
or purser, turned the letters over to the post office directly so as to collect the fees 
due him , eYidenced by the application of the ' ' STEAM '' marking. Covers from 
Norfolk to Baltimore, or via Baltimore to other cities, bearing similar combina­
tions of Baltimore postal markings are far from scarce, and if there \\·as any 
volum e of utilization of either private posts or the government carrier service to 
transfer such letters from the boat to the post office, I would think other examples 
would have shown nn hv this time. 

COOK'S 1 CENT DISP .A.TCH~ 
OFFICE, NO. 4 H ECH Al31 TE l l.\L L, 

FaFclle .S/11.tt,nrar <.:ay 
COOK'S DIS PATCH , will ckli 1·er L l'."!" J EH!:5 

.C IRClJ LAilS, BllSl :"i ESS CA IWS, \ALEN­
TINES, WEDJll i'\G PA R TY ~rid F'fl:'\.EltA L 

:.'.liOTICES, in any qu:rn111y, nnd of arr\ kinds, 
· within the lim it~ of the C: t1·. 
I C oll ec ti o n ' ma de . a1 H 1°2 o'c lock, A . M., an·l 
:2 1-2 P . M .. dl' l ircri .. s 1t11rn~tlia1ely lherealler. 
L e1 1c rs 1le-1g-ned Jor 11tc l'o'I OJ!ict as well as ~II 
u:lit·i" rn nlter lh· l1rt•1t·d p1tH1'1Hh·. 

N 11 L,.t l•.'r' wk~n !'rum 1lac Hux, un.Jcss prepaid 
0~1': C Ei\T. 

ST1\l\ I PS 
For Sal e at the pri nci pal H .. 1el~, Book Rnd D ru11 
S tores , an ·I at the Ollie''• HECHAB ITE HALL. 

l~A .\(~ • :OOJ(, l",.op1·ietm·. 
!'; , P. - Cne>k'' Di-pat ch di,11ib11tcs Cal'ds. 

·B ills n 11d Cirwln rs o/ errr11 de.<cnptio11, by Llie llio!iS · 
and or th.e tlau ,. ft[ R moml·Hl 1s tH1t1c:e, and w arran1s 
sat1:--fac1ion . · '~{~· frrc r i...·es at 1he oHiee. 

Figure 37. Advert isem e nt of Cook 's I Cent Dispatch which appeared in " Match e tt 's Bal t imore 
Di rector" for 1853 . 

COOK'S DISPAT CH 
1853 

(Scott No. SILi) 
"lVlatchett 's Baltimore Director,' ' the city directory published annually for 

many years in the mid-nin eteenth century by R. J. Matchett, was printed and 
ready for binding by early April, 1853. In "The Sun" of April 11th and 12th 
there appeared a notice to the effect that all changes made after the canvassers 
had taken addresses should be left immediately at Matchett 's office "for inclusion 
amongst the removals or alterations.'' A broadly similar notice had also ap­
peared in the March 16th issue of "The Sun." In the 1853 directory a page 
headed" CHANGES, RElVIOV ALS, &c." is in the front of the book and among 
the fifty or so items there appears: 

Cook, Isaac, pr. 1 cent despatch office, 4 Rechabite Hall, Fayette Street. 
See Card. 

The "card" referred to was an advertisement in the appropriate section of the 
directory, and it is repoduced in Figure 37. 

The Rechabite Hall, in " ·hich Cook's office was located, \\·as a fraternal hall 
at the northwest corner of Fayette and Frederick Streets and was razed about 
1918, when the ·war Memorial Building and Plaza were constructed. 

Isaac Cook has never been positively identified. Every city directory from 
1852 to 1860 listed a Rev. Isaac P. Cook, a bookseller and stationer, who lived in 
the same building that housed his shop, at 76 Baltimore Street, just west of Gay 
Street abm1t 2 blocks from the Rechabite Hall. The Rev. Cook died on February 
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Figure 38 . Cover from Baltimo re , Ma rc h 31 , 1853 , to Princess Ann e, Mary la nd , bea ri ng C ook's 
stamp cance lled "I. COOK ", and one of his adve rtising labe ls (Ex F. D. Rooseve lt, Sou re n collectio ns) 

15, 1884, at the age of 76. I do not think the Rev. Cook was the proprietor of 
Cook's Dispatch, but rather suspect that he had a son who was. During the 
1850-1860 period the only other listing of an Isaac Cook in the city directories 
appeared in the 1855-56 edition and he was listed as a Justice of the P eace, with 
an address at 26 Albemarle Street. H e was not listed again. In "The Sun" 
of February 22, 1856, there was an account of a Criminal Court case, The State 
vs. Ann Duff, in which an Isaac Cook testified. It is my opinion that this was 
the Isaac Cook who three years before, had operated the dispatch post, quite 
possibly with the bookseller's backing. 

I have never found any newspaper advertisements of Cook 's and the post 
must have been very short-lived. This is certainly borne out by the extreme 
scarcity of Cook's stamps, either on or off cover. The post obviously began 
operation in early 1853 (probably February) and the latest recorded date of use 
is April 4th. I have been able to record three covers and one or two loose stamps. 
There may be others, but not many, I am sure. 

The best known of the Cook covers is the one which was sold by H . R. H ar­
mer, In c., in the first F ranklin D. Roosevelt sale, F ebruary 5, 1946. It is illus­
trated in Figure 38. Cook's stamp is tied to the envelope by a small straight­
line ·' I. Cook'' in brownish red ink. A small black on white advertising label 
is also beautifully tied to the envelope by a black Baltimore circular date stamp, 
lVIarch 31, the result of overzealousness on the part of the postal clerk. The cover 
also bears a black Baltimore rate mark, '' 5.'' Prior to the Roosevelt sale this 
cover was not recorded philatelically, and it seems doubtful that the President 
appreciated its rarity. It came to light, in a file box of otherwise cheap material , 
when the late George B . Sloane was examining and appraising the collection at 
H yde Park in April, 1945. lVIr. Sloane told the story of this find in his column 
in "Stamps" of J anuary 3, 1953, almost exactly 100 years after Cook operated 
his post. The cover, comprising lot 444 in the sale, realized $500. It was resold 
by H . R. H armer, Inc., in the "Y. Souren" sale, October 29-31, 1951 (lot 894 ), 
this time realizing $420. 

The tenth Ferrari sale contained a Cook cover, lot 109, which realized about 
$86.50. This cover also appeared in the 1951 "Y. Souren" sale of H . R. Har­
mer, Inc., in which it realized $82 .50. It is illustrated in Fgure 39, and again 
appeared, as lot 720, in the fifth " Josiah K. Lilly" sale of Robert A. Siegel on 
September 14, 1967. At this sale it realized $280. 
223 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, V OL. 50, N O. 4 
, l 

/I// • 

~- // 

....... 
Figure 39. Loca l cover , unda ted , with a pencancelled copy of the Cook sta mp, not tied . {Ex 
Ferra ri, Souren , Lilly collectio ns ) 

Figure 40. Cover, Ba ltimore (April 4, no yea r date ) t o New Yor k, bearing a fine copy of t he 
C ook stamp just tied by a 3c, 1851 and by pen mark. {Ex Needham collection) 

The third Cook co,·er I ha \'e been able to r ecord is shown in Figure -!O. Th e 
Cook stamp, a fine copy, is barely tied at its lo,,·er right corner by the over lap 
of the U. S. 3c 1851 stamp, and at the top by the pen stroke. The Baltimore 
circular date stamp on the U. S. stamp is dated April ± (no year) . This cover 
was apparently once in the H enry C. Needham collection - at least it bears 
his pencilled notation, " Ve1·y r ar e - onl,v t \\·o copies known to me - H. C . . " 
Thi cover appeared in a Harmer , Rooke & Co. ( ew York) sale on July 1, 
1958 (lot 294 ) . 

Figure 41 illustra tes an off-coyer copy, wi th trimmed corn ers, which was in 
the collection of the late :Mrs. \V. Inine Keyser, of Baltimore County. It wa 
sold by J. C. l\Iorganthau of New York, in Part II of th e vVorthington collection 
in October, 1917, for $77.50. Some years before her death Mrs. K eyser told me 
sh e had bought the stamp from or through the late Ilomml Robinette of Wash­
ington. 
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Figure 41. Enlarged photo of Cook's stamp {Kelly collection) 

'l'he Cook stamp (Scott 51Ll ) is printed in green on stout white wove paper. 
No counterfeits or reprints are known. 

Figure 42 . Drawing of a circular handstamp on an undated and otherwise unmarked envelope from 
the Morfit correspondence . 

DESPATCH POST 
About 1854 

The origin of the private post which used the "DESPATCH POST 3" cir­
cu lar han<lstamp, a sketch of " ·hich is illustrated in Figure 42, is still a mystery. 
The only r ecord I haYe of the marking is a photograph given to me in 1952 by 
the late George B. Sloane. It appeared on an envelope, without contents, ad­
dressed to "Mr. H enry M. Morfit, Baltimore St., opposite to East, Baltimore, 
J\Iaryiand. " It was struck in black ink and the envelope bore no other mark­
ings, nor \\' ere there any receiver 's or filing notations on the cover to indicate a 
date of use. The present owner of this coYer is not known to me. 

The Morfit correspondence \ms a large one and covers from it have been on 
the philatelic market for years. Mr. Morfit was a prominent attorney of his 
llay and , beginning in 1853, was listed in the city directories for a number of 
years, at 87 East Baltimore Street. I haYe searched Baltimore newspapers from 
1846 to 1857 and ha Ye found no advertisement or other notices which tie in to 
this marking. 

DA VIS' PENNY POST 
1856 

(Scott No. 57Ll) 

On February 1, 1856, '' The Sun' ' carried a small unimposing advertise­
ment: 

WANTED - Twenty-ti.Ye intelligent YOUTHS. - Apply by 2 o'clock, 
to-clay, at 21 South St. lt* . 

Thus, did William D. Davis, in partnership with this brother, begin what 
was destined to be another of Baltimore's short-lived private local posts. Ap­
parently the 25 youths, or at least a satisfactory portion of them, applied for 
the job, for Davis announced the opening of his dispatch post on February 5th, 
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again in The Sun, with the following slightly more imposing adYertisement : 
DeliYers Letters to all parts of the city and to the Post-office four times 
per day, at 9 and 11, A .M., and at 2 and 41h P .lVI. 
Four Hund1·cd Boxes hiwe been plac d in conspicuous place· in all 
parts of the city, and all Letters deposited therein will be delivered 
without delay. 
All Letters must be pre-paid by stamps " ·hich ma~' be obtained at one 
cent each at the different Box Stations and at No. 21 South st. 
A 11 Lette1·s addressed " Da Yis · Dispatch" " ·ill be kept at the office until 
called for, but adYertisers and others who may wish to receive replies 
through this channel may have them sent to their address under cover 
and without charge by leaving orders at the office. 
Bills, Notices, llwitations, Circulars, &c., deliwrecl without delay and 
on reasonable terms. 
A Special Messenger can be obtained at all hours at the office at a charge 
of five cents. 
We will not be r esponsible for money or articles of value passing through 
the Dispatch unless a Special Messenger is employed. 
Postage Stamps and Materials fol· Writing " ·ill be found at the office, 
to which the public is invited. 

On February 12th there appeared in The wz a list of undelivered 
" letters r emaining in Davis ' Dispatch" \Yhich listed 26 names of addressees, in­
cluding a separate ladies' list . This apprai·cd al most adjacent to a similarly 
arranged, but considerably longer, list by the government post office. Finally, 
on l:;icbruary 18th, there appeared another small achcrtisement: 

WA TED - EYery body to know that LETTERS sent through 
DAVIS' DISPATCH will be delivered to all parts of the City and 
Post-Office four times a day for one cent, when pre-paid with stamp. 

Afte l' that date, I haYe been able to fi nd neither ad vcrtisements nor news 
items. It would seem that the dispatch closed down relatively soon after Valen­
tine's Da:v. None of the fe\\· genuine co,·ers I ha,·e been abl e to r ecord bear 
dated cancellations or other indications of dates of use, so it ha been impossible 
to develop an approximate life of the post from early and late dates. 

Figure 43 . Drawing of Da vis' ha ndstamp which was use d both as a canceller and a postmark. 

Davis had a circular handstarnp, illustrated in Figure 4:3, which he u eel to 
cancel his stamps and also as a postmark on letters handed in, without stamps, 
at his office. An example of this latter usage, the only Davis stampless cover I 
have ever seen, is shown in Figur e 44, on the back of an em·elope containing a 
Valentine. Genuine Davis covers, and for that matter genuinely cancelled Davis 
stamps, ar e exceptionally rare ; the only full cover bearing the adhesive stamp 
with the company cancellat ion I have been able to record is that illustrated in 
Figure 44a. It wa in the Alfred H. Caspary Collection, comprising Lot 743 in 
the 8th sale in March, 1957, and before that in the Worthington Collection, 
haYing been sold h~r J. C. Morganthan in October, 1917, when that coll ection was 
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Figure 44. Reverse of a Valentine envelope bearing a strike of the Davis circular handstamp in 
red. (Kelly collection) 

Figure 44a . Lowe r right corner copy of the Davis stamp, tied by the re d circular campany handstamp 
to the reve rse of a local cover. (Ex Worthington, Caspary collections) 

broken up. A Da,·is stamp, genuinely used and tied to a small piece with the 
Company cancellation is shown in Figure 45. The handstamp is known struck 
only in r ed ink. 

'l'he DaYis stamp was typeset and and printed in black ink on pale lavender 
wove paper. Due to the absence of multiples it is impossible to definitely estab­
lish the sheet size, although I suspect the printing plate to have been a small one 
of ten subjects. From copies I haYe inspected and photographs at my disposal , 
I have identified eight minor varieties; I cannot vouch for their constancy be­
cause of th e extremely small number of stamps in existence. For whatever it 
may be worth, a description of the Yarieties is given below. There are two major 
types, the most noticeable differ ence being in the type face and size of " BALT." 
In Typ e 1, Figure 46, " BALT. " is in bold-face, serifed, uppercase type and is 
about 8 mm. long, including the stop. The stop is below the center of the "0" 
of "POST. " In Type 2, Figure -±7, "BAL'f ." is in delicately shaded, serifed, 
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--Fig ure 45. Da vis st amp tied to small piece by the red company ca ncellation. (Kelly co ll ection ) 

Figure 46. Davis sta mp Type I, " BALT." in boldface, serifed , uppercase type, 8 mm. long. 

Figure 47. Davis stamp, Type 2, " BALT." in shad ed, serifed, up percase t ype, 7 mm . long. 

uppercase t~·pc and measures just O\'Cl' 7 rnm. including the stop, which is below 
the center of the space bet\\·een the '· P'' and '' 0'' of ·'POST ''; also the '' L '' is 
missing the left half of its top serif. ln t he following descriptions of the eight 
minor varieties, I have initially classifi ed by the major types (1 and 2) and then 
by the minor differences. 
Var. 1 (Type 1) Frameline breaks : top, 0Ye1· right arm of "V ' '; right side, 

at center ; bottom, nick under the ' ' L" ; left side, opposite uppel' part of 
' 'B. " 

Var. 2 ( 'l'ype 1) Framcline breaks: top , O\·er r ight arm of "V"; r ight side, 
at center: bottom, under space bet\\'een ' ·BA''; left side, large break at 
center. (On copy with right and bottom sheet margins) 

Var. 3 (Type 1) Fninwline hl'eaks; top, small nick onr right arm of " V " ; 
right side, at center; bottom, undrr left serif of ' ·L," lelt side, center 

Var. 4 (Type 1) Frameline breaks: top, o\·er right arm of · ' V "; right side, 
none; bottom unbrnken , but wrak under space bet\\'een "AL"; left side, 
center. " L " in "BAU!' " canted slightl~r to t he right (On copy with large 
righ t sheet maro'in ) 

Var. 5 (Type 1) J<'rameline breaks: top, none; right side, center; bottom, umkr 
left serif of " L "; left side, center. "L" in "BALT " has enlarged right 
bottom serif, which is turned in. (On copy with top and left sheet margins ) 

Var. 6 (Type 1) Framelinc breaks : top, oYer righ t arm of "V"; right side, 
small break in center; bottom, small break under left serif of " T1 "; left 
side, center . " l .1" in "BALT " raised and canted slightly to the right. 
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Var. 7 (Type 2) Framcline breaks: top , small break barely to right of center 
of " V "; right side, at center ; bottom , under Yertical stroke of " L"; left 
side, at center. (On copy with top a nd right sheet margins, see Figures 
47 and 49 ) . 

Var. 8 ('f~·pc 2) Frameline breaks: top, over r ight center of " V "; right side, 
'reak at center ; bottom, under vertical stroke of " L"; left side, small break 
at center. 

Figure 48. Genuine Davis stamp applied to a cover ma iled four years before Davis be gan 
opera t ions . ... -------------------------------. 

r ,) 
_::~ 

Figure 49. G e nu ine Davis stamp affi xe d t o a local cover mail ed three and a half years befo re 
the post wa s esta bl ish ed . 

From these descriptions it is apparent that the differences are really quite 
minor in nature; it is possible that several are duplicating, the differences being 
due to variances in inking and impression . 

There arc a few faked covers which haYe plagued dealers and collectors 
oYer th e ~'cars; generally they comprise gen uin e stamplrss co,·ers to which have 
been added genuine Davis stamps, although in one inshrn ce a perfectly lovely 
Davis cover 'ras spoiled by the addition of a U. S. 5c 18-17 stamp! 

This latter cover comprised Lot 2068 in th e sale of the Stephen D . Brown 
collection in London , NoYember 3, 1939. It was described as a superb copy tied 
to a cover, h~' the r ed penny post cancellation, which nlso hare a fine copy of the 
Ge, 1847 tied by a blue grid. As Davis didn't begin hi s operation until 1856, 
the gm·ernm ent stamp had to ha Ye been added a ncl ti eel by a counterfeit can­
cellation. It would be interesting to know the present whereabouts of this cover. 
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In the sale of the collection of Y. Sourcn in 1952 there \\'ere two faked 
Davis covers. The first, Lot -±54, bore a slightly faded uncancelled Davis stamp 
which had been applied to a genuine stampless coyer addressed to Philadelphia, 
January 26, 1852, four years before Davis began operations. This cover is 
illustrated in Figure 48. 

Lot 455 in the Souren sale comprised an upper right marginal copy of the 
Davis stamp, pen-cancelled " ·ith an "x' ', on a local Baltimore stampless cover 
bearing the circular date stamp and the " P UD 1" drop letter marking of the 
Baltimore post office. 'rhe letter is dated October 15, 1852, again four years 
befor e Davis began operations. The coYer also bore the "guarantee" mark of 
Charles E. Calrnan, thus indicating it had been in philatelic hands since the 
1890's. It is illustrated in Figure 49. I last saw it on display at Sipex in 
Washington in 1966. 

Another fraudulent cover, illustrated in Figure 50, comprised Lot 675 in 
the sale of the stock of Burger & Co. in June, 1953. H ere a genuine Davis 
starnp had been applied to a genuine stampless entire letter, Baltimore to Phila­
delphia, datelined April 4, 1853, three years before the Dispatch Post opened. 
The Davis stamp has since been r emo,·cd from the cover and was bought by the 
writer at the Josiah K. Lilly sale of Sep tern her l.J., 1967, wherein it comprised 
Lot 731. 

Figure 50. Davis sta mp affixed to a cover mailed th ree years prior to t he opening of t he despatch 
post. The stamp has now been re moved fro m t he cover. {Kelly collection) 

Fig ure 50a . "T. Davis" fraud . 
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Pinally, in the "John Klemann Stock" sale on ovember 12, 1953, Lot 
1408 comprised a genuine Davis Stamp on a cover from Philadelphia to Balti­
more (an unlikely use!) in 1852, and in the catalogue description there was a 
statement to the effect that the local stamp apparently did not belong on the 
cover. The Davis stamp bore parts of the red Davis postmark and obviously 
was once on another cover. 

In my opinion, the three covers made up by applying uncancelled Davis 
stamps to stampless covers of the 1852-53 period were all produced by the same 
faker. It would be interesting to know if the 1852 date originated with the 
faker or if he was misled by the old erroneous Scott catalogue elate of 1852 for 
the year of Davis' operation. Regardless of its origin , it was repeated by eecl­
ham who used it ill his "Concise History" as the elate of the "few covers" he 
had been able to examine. 

I know of no counterfeits of the Davi stamps. There is a well-known fraud 
which closely imitates one of the Blood circular designs, but is inscribed at the 
bottom, "T. Davis." It is illustrated in Figure 50a and I have recorded it in 
black, dark blue and li ght blue on creamy and \\·hite papers. This fraud also 
misled H enry C. Needham as he attributed the genuine Davis stamps to a " T. 
Davis" instead of "William D. DaYis. 

ONE CENT DESPATCH 
John Wiley &. Co. 

1856 
(Scott N o. Il2L2) 

This despatch post is the only one to operate in Baltimore which can be 
definitely estaulished as bein g a branch of, or in any \\"aY connected with, a 
post in another city. J ohn "Wiley opened the City Despatch in Washington, 
D. C. in l\'Iarch, 1856, his first JH'wspapc1· ad,·ertisement appearing in the Wash­
ington ''Star'' of March 25 . His letter boxes were installed in the principal 
hotels, drugstores, and bookstores, he made four local deliveries daily, and he 
delivered outgoing mail to the post office five times each day. "Wiley's office in 
the capitol city was at 39.f D St., near 7th, according to his newspaper advertise­
ments, although a printed aclYertising circular showed the address as 417 Penn­
sylvania Avenue. 

On September 26th and 27th, 1 56 the following advertisement appeared in 
The Sun: 

CITY DESPATCH PENNY POST.-
Th e undersigned proprietors of the "City Di patch P enny Post " 

in \Vashington city, beg leaYe to inform the citizens of Baltimore that 
they will establish in this city, on 1\IONDA Y, the 28th of September, a 
PENNY POST, to be conducted on the same principle as the one in 
Washington city and Blood's P enn:- Post in Philadelphia. Boxes will 
be found in any of the principal Drug Stores throughout the city. 
13-JOHN WILEY & CO. se26-2t* 

(To Be Continued) 

l881111111111111188 l l 8811111111111111~ 1 

Considerable time \rill be saved if all conespondcncc with regard to adver­
tising copy, prospcctiYe articles, and other pertinent details o1 The Collectors 
Club Philatelist br sent to me at the following address: 

H. D. S. Haverbeck 
Bramble Hill 
Post Rd., 
Bernardsville, N. J. 07924 
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The Clubhouse 
Steinway Night 

The Meeting of April 7, 1971 

The general practice of devoting meetings to the display and discussion of 
a particular philatelic specialty by informed experts, the Collectors Club evening 
of April 7 was somewhat altered and devoted to a t1·ibute to the late Theodore 
E. Steinway by five speakers who personally knew him for years before his death 
almost exactly 14 years earlier. 

Although they mentioned his monumental work in raising the prestige of 
the club from just another New York stamp group to America 's most eminent 
philatelic society, it was the revelation of the background details which made it 
all so informative and interesting. 

·while he served the club as a member, officer and trustee for decades, rarely 
missing a single meeting, Mr. Steinway's greatest contribution involved the 
donation of the Victor Suppantschitch collection of literature to form the main 
nucleus of the club 's famous library. He also was instrumental in acquiring 
the distinguished Stanford White house in the fashionable Murray Hill section 
of Manhattan for the club's magnificent home. 

For years the club occupied quarters in an old building which was ad­
vantageously sold when the Rockefeller interests acquired mid-town acreages to 
erect Radio City during the depression days. 

Rather than rushing into ne\r premises, 1\fr. Steinway and his close friend, 
Alfred F . Lichtenstein, recommended waiting until a proper substitute could be 
found. In the interim the club leased rooms in the old Pnion Carbon and Car­
bide Building on east 42nd Street. 

In 1935, when real estate was a drug on the New York market, the fine old 
building on east 35th Street was offered for sale at what Mr. Steinway considered 
a genuine bargain. H e recomm ended its purchase as it lent itself to modification 
to su it the club 's needs, a task the late Clarence Brazer, a professional architect, 
undertook without charge. Following these renovations (which were paid for 
by a fund raising drive lVlr. Steinway conducted ), the club \\'as formally dedi­
cated and opened in connection with the 1936 International Exhibition at Grand 
Central Palace, just a few blocks away. 

It also was Mr. Steinway who was one of a small group of dedicated mem­
bers who felt that the club ought to have facil ities to expertise questionabl e 
material and to extend itself a a promoter of the educational aspects of stamp 
collecting. With such dedicated leaders as Alfred Lichtenstein, Hugh M. Clark, 
John Hall, and others, they formed The Philatelic Foundation as a separate 
entity, yet closely affiliated with the club (until last year, it occupied the entire 
fourth floor of the clubhouse ) . 

Just how well Mr. Steinway knew his stamps and how unswerving he was in 
his convictions during his long chairmanship of the expert committee, was indi­
cated by Bernard Harmer. Documenting his comments with letters and photo­
graphs, he recalled how the committee had issued a certificate saying that a 
submitted strip of coil stamps was faked. Subsequently three other committees 
or individuals declared it genuine; one concurred with the Foundation's findings. 

Mr. Harmer read some of the correspondence in which the original decision 
would not be altered, and giYing reasons for it. H e concluded "the story of a 
coil'' by showing that it finally ·was purchased by one of the experts who, had 
branded it fake, taking it out of circulation under circumstances that suggested 
he was convinced that Mr. Stein\\'ay had been correct and he, in error. 
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The Stars of Steinway Night: In the usua l order, John Steinway, Bernard D. Harmer, Mrs. Ruth 
Steinway, H. L. Lindquist. 

Although all of the Steinway children had small collections of topical sub­
jects, John was most close!~· associated with his father's philatelic interests so 
his comments about experiences 'vere especially interesting and revealed the 
passionate love affair l\h'. Steimrn~· enjoyed for so long. Most of the Steinway 
collections of New .. outh \Vales, Great Britain and German States were sold, 
a number of pages " ·ere i·etained as ·entimental relics. And John brought them 
for display in the wall frames: first issue Chile; a reconstructed sheet of the 
imper£. Penny Reds; early lithographs of India ; third issue of Egypt and some 
domestic moderns. 

It was not only the fine stamps l\Ir. Steinway acquired that made the pages 
so inteersting, but the pencilled notations which showed how carefully he ex­
amined ever.v . pecimen. 

Also displayed were co,·ers mailed from that part of Long I land City which 
for years had been known as "Steinway" because the piano factory was the 
area's main center of actiYity. (It still is known as Steinway Place, Steinway 
Street extending from it all the way into Astoria). 

Mrs. Ruth Steinway recalled her long life with this philatelic Titan and 
revealed that during their courtship and earl? marriage she had some reserva­
tions about the wisdom of her choice. She knew stamps only as something 
children stuck into cheap printed albums and wondered whether Theodore's 
interest might betray some retarded mental stature. 

That opinion soon was changed by two ennts. One evening he returned 
home with a suitcase full of stamps for which he'd paid $4,000. After selecting 
a large nurn ber of "real beauties," for his own albums, the residue was sold for 
more than the original price. ''If stamps can be sold for such profit, they can't 
be that childish, '' Mrs. Steimrn~· admitted and began appreciating her new 
husband's avocation a bit more. 
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A short while later, her father offered the children land in historic Plymouth 
proYided they erect a home on it. 

·with financial concerns of any new family, Mrs. Steinway did not know 
ho\\· such an undertaking could he \rnrked into a budget that already was strained 
h:r the arri,·al of their first child . She explained how Mr. Steinway had accu­
mulated a "secret account " for ~·ears - deposits r epresenting income from the 
sale of duplicate stamps. That bank account made it possible for the erection of 
the house that was used ;:is a summer retreat until 1957, wh en it was modified and 
became the wido""s permanent home following Theodore's death. It still is 
marked by a plaque placed in it, '' The House Stamps Built.'' 

H . L. Lindquist, one of the ven- few suniving members of Mr. Steinway's 
cronies, recalled the actiYi ties of the fabled H ot StoYc League: a group of phila­
telic purists that included l\fr. Lichtenstein, l\'Ir. Clark, Sidney Barr ett, Elliott 
Perry, H erman Toaspern, and George Sloan. H e explained how they watched 
the stamp field and freq uently called collectors and dealers for interviews when 
reports of unethi cal practices wer e rumored. "Faced with such charges and 
the fear of being exposed, many a philatelic scandal wa averted by private 
settlements,'' Mr. Lindquist said. H e recalled one instance in which a customer 
offered a deal er an item for $150, was paid $100, and then learned it was sold by 
the latter for $10,000. The customer , exclusively through the Hot Stove 
League's efforts , received a share of the sales price. 

The writer, who had known l\'Ir. Steinway sin ce 1926, was privileged to 
sene as chairman of the evening, also recalling li ttle known details of his bene­
factions, especially to young but serious stamp collectors. 

In addition to a full room of members, the audience included Theodore, 
Frederick, H enry and Elizabeth Steinway and thefr families - about twenty 
of them in all - making it a true Steinway Night. ( Ernest A. K ehr) 

The Meeting of April 21, 1971 

The meeting of April 21st, 1971 was the open house night of the Annual 
Competition. The ceremonies consisted of the announcement of the awards in 
the Annual Competition and the presentation of bound copies of The Collectors 
Clilb Philatelist. Since 1949 the editor and members of the editorial board have 
been presented with a bound YOlume of our magazine for the year in which they 
served . The highlight of this ceremony was the presentation of the bound 
volume for our past editor, H enry l\I. Goodkind to his widow, Mrs. Frances 
Goodkind. 

The Annual Competition which opened on April 20th and closed on April 
22nd attracted many Yiewers. The quality of the exhibits was excellent. The 
exhibition was judged by J_,ou is JC. Robbins, Chairman, H. D. S. Haverbeck and 
Ernest A. Kehr. The ;nvards consisted of a Grand Award, six Awards of 
Honor of equal merit and Certificates of Merit as deserved. 

The Grand Award was presented to Jack Solomon, Long Beach, N. Y ., for 
his showing of Confederate P ostmaster P rovisional Covers. The Awards of 
Honor went to the following: 
H enry M. Gabie, South Miami, Fla., One Cent U.S . 1 69, usage and cancella­

tions. 
W. H . Schilling, J r., Minneapolis, Minn., U.S. 1908-21 W ashington H eads in 

1, 2 and 3 cent denom inations. 
Robert L. D. Davidso11, Fulton, Mo., "Classical American Beauties" U.S. and 

Confederate covers chosen for fine appearance. 
James T. deVoss, State College, Pa ., U.S . Postal Markings used in Panama 
during the 1850s. 
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Mrs. Frances Goodkind receiving the bound volume of THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
from the Editor. 
W allace W. J(n ox, Oakland, Calif., Great Britain, Line engraved two pence, 

blue, 1840-1880. 
Robert P. Odenweller, Bermuda, Samoa, Express Stamps. 

The Certificates of Merit were awarded to the following exhibitors : 
L ouis Grm1in, Spring Valley, N. Y. U. S. 10 cts., green, 1855-59. 
J ohn L. Norbeck, St. Paul, Minn., U. S. Columbian Exhibition, Cards and 

Covers. 
L ouis Alfano, Brooklyn, 
Abbott Lutz, ew York, 
J. F. Foley, Livingston, 

definitives. 

. Y., U. S. arcotics Tax Stamps, provsional issues. 
. Y., London trial machine cancellations. 

N. J., I reland overprint proofs and essays for first 

Clayton Huff, P elham Manor, N. Y., Canada, 3d. Beaver , plating. 
Richard S. Wilson, Manhasset, . Y., P apua, essays, proofs and specimens. 
J ohn N. 111yer, New York, N. Y., Colombia, oPstal Stationery for railway and 

riverboat mail. 
F . B. Sellers, Tarrytown, N. Y., H aiti, The overthrow of Salomon. 
Wilfred G. II owlcind, Southboro, l\Ia s., P eru, Lecocq machine issues. 
M. W. Martin, New York, N. Y., France, 3rd issue. 
Harry S. H eymans, New Rochelle, N. Y. , Netherlands, 1573-1779 stampless covers. 
Michael Shamil-Zadeh, New York, I . Y., P ersia, Lion types 1868-75. 

In addition to these award winning entries, exhibits were received from : 
J. David Baker, William K. Herzog, F'alk Finkelburg ( on-Competitive) , Arnold 
A. Cooperman, M.D., Mathies Koref, H erman H erst, Jr., ·William F . Rapp, 
Julian F. Gros (Non-Competitive) , Jules Cass, Thomas L. Belknap, Malcolm 
MacGregor, Ira Seebacher, J. F. Connor, Wm. Reiner -Deutsch, Raymond L. 
Ga illaguet, Gardner L. Brown, H erbert lfosen, Theo. Van Dam, Domenico Facci, 
Morton Morris, Victor E . Engstrom, Harry A. Holm an, Werner K. Elias, Jacob 
J . Greenwald, D . B. Griffin, H. D . S. Haverbeck (Non-Competitive), E. A. Kehr 
( on-Competitive) and Lawrence L. Shen:field (Non-Competitive) . 
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The Meeting of May 5th 

Bermuda and Gibraltar 

Geoffrey Osborn 
Gibraltar 

This study of the postal history of Gibraltar commence as Europe began to 
emerge from Napoleon 's domination. 'l'he Battle of Trafalgar freed the sea 
routes, allowing regular mails to be operated from Falmouth, and with the final 
defeat of Napoleon at Waterloo an era of peaceful interchange replaced the re­
strictions of war in Europe. 

Gibraltar was quick to benefit from Britain 's victory at sea. The Falmouth 
Packet Service was extended in 1806 from Lisbon to Gibraltar and on into the 
Mediterranean. A Packet Office \\'US established on the Rock which, in time, 
handled ship letters as well, and, in 1857, absorbed the postal activities of the 
Civil Secretary's Department. 

This other postal administration dealt exclu iYely with oYerland mails, that 
is letters from, into or through Spain. From the previous century there had 
existed an arrangement for letters to be carried to and from the nearest Spanish 
post office, ,\'l1ich from about the turn of the century was San Roaue, for inclu­
sion in mails for England, France and Portugal as well as Spain. Wars and 
revolutions from time to time broke these links but gradually they became more 
regular and reliable. 

To reconstruct the senices provided by the Civil Secretary's Department 
has been difficult, but interesting. Indisputable sources, such as the official 
Blue Books, establish that it functioned under a Postmaster, with a Postman 
carrying the mails to and from San Roque, but most unfortunately no hand­
stamping of letters appears to have taken place and no marks are known which 
can be credited to this office. 

From J anuan· l st, 1 57, all postal matters were combined in a new Post 
Office building and the Civil Secretary's Department r elinquished their postal 
duties. Control of the ne,,- establishment was exercised by the Po t-Master 
General, London, as had been the case with the earlier P acket Office. British 
postage stamps were issued for use in the Colony on September 3rd of that year, 
and they were cancelled by obliterators sent out from London. 

Mail rates were determined by the Post Master General in London, except 
that the Gibraltar Postmaster, 1\Ir. Creswell, who had succeeded his father in 
office and was well acquainted with local affairs, was allo"·ed to continue to 
negotiate directly with the Spanish Post-Master in Madrid on the exchange of 
mails between Spain and Gibraltar. 

There had always existed the official Spanish attitude that Gibraltar was 
part of Spain, and this was adrnntageous to Gibraltarians in so far as they were 
enabled to pursue their business correspondence with all parts of Spain at the 
internal rate. "\\Then Spain adopted 11dhesiYe postage stamps in 1850, making 
their use mandator~· in 1854, Gibraltar became involved. This matter was solved 
by Spanish postage stamps being made civailcible at the Gibraltar Post Office, 
(firstly the Civil Secretary's and from 1857 at the combined G.P.0.) to enable 
letters to be posted for Spain correctly franked. 

A most interesting Yariation " ·as the franking of ship letters addressed to 
Spanish ports. A charge of 2d per Yz oz. for the sea postage was sometimes 
prepaid with the Great Britain 2d blue, and the port of arrival delivery charge 
of four cuartos was prepaid ,\'ith a Spanish stamp, bought and affixed in Gibral­
tar. This explains the Yer~' attl'acti \·e com bin a ti on covers of this period. 
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A comprehensive postal agreement between Britain and pain, with special 
attention ginn to Gibraltar's needs, came into force in 1 76. It put an end to 
the use of Spanish stamps from the Colony, and instituted the acceptance of 
British stamps, including the low concessional mte of ld to Spain. This was 
coincident with entry into the Universal Postal Union and the standardisation of 
both charges and routings of most OYerscas mails. 

'l'hen in 1886 the Gibraltar postal administration became the sole responsi­
bility of the Colonial Gonrnmcnt. This necessitated the issue of new stamps 
by the Colonial authorities who, through not allowing sufficient time for the 
printer to execute their order, had to resort to an overprint on Bermuda stamps 
to tide them oyer. 

My display illustrates these ch:rnging postal scnices over some eighty years, 
and includes nearly all the postmarks of Gibraltar and San Roque. A range of 
the Great Britain stamps used in Gibraltar arc shown on covers as well as a 
selection of Spanish stamps solcl and affixed at the Gibraltar Post Office, and 
there is also a combination c0Yc1·. 

Bermuda 

The Bermuda display, which makes no claim to completion or distinction, 
falls into three parts. 

First is a selection of covers or entires, both pre-adhesive and stamped, of 
the nineteenth century. 

Then a fairly complete collection of postmarks on single stamps of the Queen 
Victoria issues is shown. 

Lastly, a study of the locally printed postcards on " ·hich lj2d and l<l stamps 
were affixed by the post office before sale. 

•:•llllllllllllltllllllllllllltllllllllllllltllllllllllllltllllllllllllltllll llllllll l[lllllllllllll[llllllll lllll tl !!llii lllllltllll lllllllllCllllllllllllltlllllllllllll[lllllllllllll[lllfllllllllltllll 
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Book~ Reviews 
The Tasman Catalogue of New Zealand "Perfins." Published by and available 
from Laurie Franks Ltd., Private Bag, Christchurch, New Zealand. 16 pages, 
paperbound. 60c (U.S.). 

This catalogue, based on a recent handbook by Mr. R. D. Samuel, is a price 
list of the known stamps in a mini field. Frequently ignored by most collectors, 
stamps with initials perforated to discourage re-use or pilferage from private 
companies can form a sideline collection to show a new aspect of some issues 
which may lack depth or color otherwise. Mr. Franks offers various intro­
ductory groups of perfins and affirms the status of the catalogue to be a price 
list/ check list of perfins known on New Zealand stamps. (Robert P. Odenweller) 

Guatemala - Postal Use of Its Fiscal Stamps and Fiscal Use of its Postal 
Stamps by James C. Andrews. lOpp., 41 half tone illustrations. Published by 
Robson Lowe Ltd. 50 Pall Mall, London, S.W.1. at 40p. ($1) including postage. 

This entertaining monograph deals with many aspects of the subject which 
could apply to almost any other country in the world. In a philatelic age when 
the Cinderella collector is often the most philatelically educated, this brochure 
has a vaue for every specialist in any country's stamps. 

U.S.A . Consular Post Offices in Japan by John D. and Sheila Riddell. 12pp., 
22 half tone illustrations. Published by Robson Lowe Ltd. 50 Pall Mall, London, 
S.W.1. 40p. ($1). 

This monograph has been produced to coincide with PHILATOKYO and is 
the most complete record of letters handled by the U. S. Consular Post Offices in 
Kanagawa (Yokohama), Nagasakai, Hiogo (Kobe) and Hakodati. Such en­
velopes are very popular. Twenty-two different covers are illustrated. 

The Stamps of Palestine Mandate - Specialized Ccitalog'ue edited by Dr. J. 
Gotlib. Published by "Zodiac Stamps Ltd. ", P.O.B. 4307, Tel Aviv, Israel. 
Available from E. H. Pearl, 1607 Phantom Ave., San Jose, Calif. 95125 - Price 
$3.60. 

As more and more collectors have become interested in the stamps of Israel 
there has been an increase in the demand for Israeli Forerunners. The Palestine 
Mandate period immediately preceded the State of Israel and offers an exciting 
field of collecting. The Holy Land was administered by Great Britain from 
1918 to 1948 and the stamps issued provide collectors with a challenging field for 
study of the various printings, overprints, papers, postmarks, perforation 
varieties and usages. 

On a recent trip to Tel Aviv I was presented a copy of Dr. Gotlib 's new 
catalogue on ''The Stamps of Palestine Mandate.'' There has been a great deal 
of research in previous years with regards to the stamps of the Mandate. Two 
previous catalogues were published many years ago. Recognizing the need for 
a current catalogue, Dr. Gotlib has used all available information to produce this 
much needed addition to available philatelic literature. The list of aclmowledg­
ments includes the foremost specialists on the Mandate, the list of Information 
Sources includes all of the better known material. 

The 72 page catalogue is well illustrated and divided into two parts. The 
first section is an easy to read catalogue listing and pricing the stamps of the 
Mandate. The Stanley Gibbons numbering system has been maintained. The 
page margins are purposely wide to provide room for notes. Listings are made 
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of the mint and used stamps as well as covers, varieties, specimen stamps, perfins, 
presentation folders, etc. Prices are a careful study of current dealer asking 
prices and auction results. There is a page devoted to Stamp Booklets and 
another first is an attempt to list the Revenue Stamps of the period ( 4 pages). 

'rhe balance of the catalogue (pages 32-72) includes detailed information 
with regard to each of the issues. The section begins with a comparison of the 
Hebrew and Arabic alphabets and numerals. This is followed by a great deal 
of specialized information with regard to each of the issues, including full in­
formation with regard to printing, design, watermarks, and further pertinent 
information. The concluding page sho" ·s a guide to po ·tal rates of the period 
and a comparison of the Zodiac-Gibbons numbers with l\lichel, Scott and Yvert. 

Dr. Gotlib has tried to keep the price of the catalo0~ue low so as to make it 
available to all collectors. The first supplement includes corrections, price 
changes and added material. Yearly upplements are intended to keep this 
catalogue up to date. 

The Stamps of Palestine Mandate is valuable for the general or specialized 
collector of the Holy Land. ( J. D. Schwartz) 

The Postage Stamps and Postal History of British Guiana by W. A. Townsend 
and F. G. Howe. Published by The Royal Philatelic Society London. 1970. 
Illustrations and Maps. Index of Post Offices and Postal Agencies open m 
British Guiana since 1850. General Index. 42-! pp. Price £15. 

In recent years several fine studies of the stamps and postal history of 
British Colonies have been published. This is one of the finest. No book 
covering the entire field for British Guiana has previously appeared; only articles 
in philatelic periodicals to wluch the authors giYc credit m the preface. l!~ew 
official records exist for fires in the Georgetown Post Office destroyed most of 
them. Some newspaper files have been searched. Impoi·tant information has 
been supplied by residents 0£ British Guiana, by Postmasters and Postal Agents, 
District Commissioners and others. Assistance is acknowledged to several phi­
latelists. And, of course, much has been learned from study of the stamps 
themselves and from postal markings. 

Chapter One relates, very brietl.y, the history of the Colony; also, very 
briefly, proYides a phy ·ical description with emphasis on means of communica­
tion. Expansion of this material would be of pleasure and profit to the begin­
ning student. 

All the stamp issues from the crude ''cotton reels'' through the Elizabeth 
II 1963 issue are examined in careful detail. Though no official records exist 
on the production of the ' ·cotton reels, ' ' except a few scanty notes, a surprising 
amount of information has been gleaned. The 1852 stamps hurriedly litho­
graphed by W aterlow and scarcely less crude, were short-ii ved. More attrac­
tive and better-documented are the W aterlow lithographed stamps of 1853-1875 
made from an engraved die. The need for one and four cent values, probably 
due to non-arrival of supplies from England, forced the locally typeset provi­
sionals, including "the rarest stamp in the world " in 1 56. Two more local 
typeset issues for low values appeared in 1862 and 1 2. In 1 7 , the 1876 six 
cent, and some Officials, were defaced with a bar for u e a one cent stamps. 
Three years later some high values were surcharged. Still not out of trouble, 
the Post Office issued surcharges in 1890 on 1 9 stamps, and in 1 99 on surplus 
5, 10, and 15 cent attractive 1898 Jubilees. Typesets and surcharges make the 
most intriguing studies. 

The 1862 typeset issue with its variety of type ornaments and type errors 
is rather easily plated. But the plating enthusiast will find the 1860-1875 
stamps much more diffcult. This book includes a comprehensive study of this 
subj ct. 
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Revenues, Officials, P ostage Dues, P ostal Stationery and Papermakers 
Watermarks are described in ·eparate chapters. 

From 1900 on there is clear sailing with stamp issues comparable to those 
of other Colonies. 

For the stamps of British Guiana there is here a wralth of information 
concerning methods of production, quantities, rates, specimens, varieties and 
forgeries. At the end of each Chapter there arc c.xrcepts from statements by 
the Postmasters, the GO\·ernor, the printers and others. 

Equally thoroughly described is the fascinatino· Postn l History of British 
Guiana. Before this work, the only prcYious comprchcnsiYc publication of note 
as a scholarly study were Mr. P ercy Hoskings artic les in lamp Collecting in 
1958 on the Travelling Post Offices. The present au1hors Yirtually break new 
ground in this history of British Guiana's postal seni e and do it remarkably 
well. 

The Postal History begins logically with chapters en ti t i eel "0 \·erseas Mails " 
explaining how mail r eached British Guiana and ho\\· it was distributed from 
"Early Times," namely the Dutch postal situation, and continues up to pre ent 
day air mail. There are illustrations of all the po:ta l rnarkin.O's from the first 
straight-line handstarnps to 1966 slogans. In addition to oblitcrators and date 
stamps are the special markings, Accountancy, Censor, Registration, Private 
Bag, Vendor, P arcel P ost, Official and various instrnctional marks. 

The Inland P ost 'ms begun in 1850, the Official Gazette fortunately li ting 
town names, r ecciYinO' office , rates and t imes mail ,\·ere made up. At first the 
local mail was struck with the double arc packet office handstamp on hand at 
Georgetown and New Amsterdam. rrhese are seen on th '' cotton reels'' and 
later issues up to 1860. From 1858 to 1860 the A03 and A04 sent to George­
town and ew Amsterdam for use on stamps of G1·cat Britain arc found on 
inland mail. In 1 55 the small offices were furnished their own handstamps, the 
scarce first series of rode marks. The offices to ,d1ich these numbered hand­
stamps " ·ere assigned has been difficult to determine. ' ·Proving covers" are 
rare. The econd type of code marks issued in 1860, together with some 
knowledge of arnilable transportation makes it certain that the small receiving 
offices were along the coast cast and west of Georgetown. There are :fine illustra­
tions of all the Code Marks ,\"ith actual num hers of strikes seen of the first 
series and elate-span; the same information is giYen for the second series plus 
considerable explanation about locations and dates. 

It was in 1860 that the Receiving Offices became true District Post Offices. 
They were not issued nam ed date stamps nntil 1877 and, at some, the code marks 
were used as late as 1880. Since official lists of these Di trict Offices have been 
found for only a few years, more information may turn up. Illustrations of 
all types of date stamps and lists of Post Offices u ·ing them ,\·ith date range 
known and a scarcity table are furnished. As an incle.x, the authors provide a 
valuable, alphabetical list of all Offices with page references to types of marks 
used. 

Georgetown and New Amstcnlam, each with a multitude of marks, are 
treated in a separate chapter. 

'l'he TraYelling P ost Offices and Postal Agencies, so necessary to the British 
Guiana postal system, are full~· treated in the lnst chapter. A diagram of this 
rather confusing service is most helpful. All types of marks used with dates 
known, and description of carriers together with other information about this 
fascinating subject are also helpful. The names of the T.P.O.s and D.P.O.s add 
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to the fascination. Some come straight from England, some suggest connections 
with other Caribbean areas, some, most unusual in a British Colony, are left-over 
from the Dutch occupation and many arc pure Amerindian. 

One deplores the lack of a formal Bibliography, and the lack of a key, either 
in Table of Conten ts or General Index, to the location of abbreviations used. A 
large, folding map of the whole country, even at a slight additional expense, 
\\'Ould be desirable. 

Those who study Brit ish Guiana will find both the stamp issues and the 
postal history challenging and intriguing, and cannot ask a better handbook than 
this by Mr. Townsend and Mr. Howe. (Pamela Taylor) 

TEX AS, The Drama of Its Postal Past, by Alex L. ter Braake. 298 pages with 
oYer 300 illustrations. Cloth bound. Quality stock. Published by The Ameri­
can Philatelic Society, Inc., P. 0 . Box 800, State College, P ennsylvania, under 
the auspices of the Society's Literature and Research Committee. Price $15.00. 

" Texas, The Drama of Its Postal P ast" is another volume in the continuing 
series of APS philatelic handbooks. Although well termed as a philatelic hand­
book it is actually much more than that. It is crammed with history, postal 
history and little known information that should be of interest to any intellec­
tually curious reader whether a collector of Texas material or not. 

In the introduction the author states that he will leaYe it to the critics to 
determine whether he oversteps the traditional boundaries of a postal historian 's 
territory. In any event he did not feel bound by them and we are certainly 
delighted that he did not. This excellent book with its scrupulous adherence to 
statistical data and to history, written in narrative form, has given us a work of 
the highest philatelic magnitude. 

The fin al form includes: Appendices (twenty-two pages by Gordon Bleuler), 
an Epilogue, and an Index, as well as a copious list of Acknowledgments and an 
excellent Bibliography. The latter shows that the author not only was indebted 
to H arry M. Konwiser and Ala May Newell, as mentioned in the Introduction, 
but that he did not oYcrlook many small articles which have appeared in the past. 
To the findings of earlier students and authors, ter Braake has been able to 
correct errors and to add his o\\·n findings which were personally uncovered 
through exhaustive research in Archives and Libraries where he had access to 
historical documents. The r esult of this labor of love has been a truly definitive 
work on the postal history of Texas. 

Reading about Texas as a Spanish Colony it suddenly feels as though one 
were reading an exciting novel. The author tells of the early Spanish and 
French adventurers that "struggle together in the mud of the coastal swamps 
and across blazing praries. They became lost in the dense thickets and froze 
when the icy winds from the north found them ill protected in their puny 
shelters.'' One seldom finds this narrative type of writing in philatelic litera­
ture. It is most r efreshing. 

Thirteen pages are devoted to this early period. The author explains that 
although the men of those clays were not letter writers some torn and incomplete 
diaries have become ''eloquent in their scantiness.' ' 

Thi rty-four pages are devoted to '' Mexican Texas.'' A great deal happened 
in this period. The explorers and early settlers became more and more inter­
ested in mail. With only four post offices in operation within the vast territory 
of Texas many people had to rely on the small secondary post offices. Ter 
Braake proYes that postal history must include letters and other material that 
some students call ephemera. H e states: "Until r ecently, however, no one had 
paid attention to the address side of the many letters that had gone through the 
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mails, nor to the numerous han<l wr itten and printed instructions issued by the 
Mexican P ost Office Department. Consequcntl:·, the postal significance o:f the 
collection has remained unknown for more than a century." The author is 
speaking o:f p apers that were studied in UalYeston 's Rosenberg Public Library. 
Some o:f the material was badl:· stn in ecl ancl discolored by sea water as the result 
of a shipwreck. But an abunda nce ol' info rmation was found in this valuable 
collection . This chapter has nearly fifty illustrations in cluding a :full page of 
postal markings to giYe visual enjoyment to the printed word. 

The longest section in the book is Chapter lll '' Republic of Texas. '' It is 
divided into four separate sections coYerin g the creating o:f the postal system, its 
organization, its financial p roblems and its post offices. It would be almost 
impossible for any student not to understand the cont ents of this chapter for it 
includes not only a generous anay of old coYers but postal routes, documents, 
postmaster 's accounts, postmarks, maps and other items to whet any collector's 
appetite. W e are treated to a picture of F anthorp Inn , the oldest Texas build­
ing which housed the post office during the Republic. The Texas capital at 
Houston, where the post office was located in 1839, is also shown with a mail 
coach in front of it. 

In the Chapter '' Texas and the Civil Vl ar '' the author discusses the Resolu­
tion of Secession from the Union and its subsequent problems. Again we ar e 
treated to a small map and an array of coYers, illustrated letterheads, postmaster 
provisionals and othe1· i I l nstn1 tions. \Ve actual I:· mmt to read the written text 
accompanying them. A stage coach '"hich was used bet" ·ecn San Antonio and 
Brownsville in 1 57 is sh°'rn. It makes us wonder how the mails ever got 
through for the wagon seems too frail to haYe carried any extensive cargo over 
such a distance. 

However , the stage coach wa not the only means of transportation of Texas 
mail which is discu sed ful l:· in the next chapter of thirty-one pages of fact and 
fun-fill ed r eadin g in which th e author explains th e rates and how they were paid. 
H e gives us acherti seme nts, photographs, notices, and maps, as well as covers, 
to add interest to the written word. Comin g through the ancient Spainsh era 
with its trial· and tribul ations with th e mails it is almost shocking to see 197 
pages later a pictorial post card carried by airmail on an experimental flight 
March 17, 1912. 

Th e chapter on " l\ l ili tary l\lail " is broken into fom· sections. The \Var of 
Independence, the A mcrican-M:ex ican \Var, the Civil \Yar and the l\Iexican con­
flict of 1914 are all Co \·e1·ccl here. It must be said that the first section on the 
war of in dependence gave th is reviewer a start. She wondered what in the 
world could possibly be conn ected wi th Texas in our war of independence so 
turned to Chapter VI b fore she l'ead any other part of the book. Could the 
Spaniards have played some part about which she knew nothing? She soon 
found that Mr. tcr Braakc was discussing the Texas war of independence which 
was something else again . 

Without doubt the military mail data will be of interest to a '"ide audience, 
especially to the war cover huffs, and r ightly so for the section is profusely illus­
trated with elusive items including one 1847 soldi er's letter with illustrated 
letterhead, an 1809 letter to a Spanish captain giYing mili tary instructions, three 
maps, and a prisoner of war letter of 186-! from Camp Ford. Another POW 
Jetter dated 1863 was from J ohnson's I sland. One could go on and on about this 
material. 

Diplomatic and Consular l\Iail is covered adequately in eleven pages replete 
with illustrations. More importantly it is also replete with more fascinating 
text. Dur ing the early years of the 19th century Spanish Texas was practically 
kept in communi cado. The few letters which were exchanged between George 
Graham, (who had been sent to Texas by \¥ashin gto11 ) and J ean Laffite, then 
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at the top of his piratical career, may well be considered to be the earliest of 
'l'exas diplomatic correspondence. 

Finally, in Chapter VIII we come to the fascinating story of " vVest Texas 
Forts And 'l'he Mail.' ' A title to conjure up romance, intrigue and adventure. 
It doe. not fall short. In 1848 signatures penned on the Guadalupe Hidalgo 
documC'nt for peace between our country and our southern neighbor did not 
SC'C'm to lessen the far from pcaccfol situation in WC'stC'm Texas. As a result 
several arm.'· camps and forts \\'ere e:ta blished , mannC'd by Federal infantry and 
cavalry. The author gives locations and names of twenty-seven forts and shows 
a number of covers from various camps and forts. H e says that one of the last 
link in the protectiYe chain of West Texas strongpoints \\'as Fort Griffin estab­
lished July 31, 1867. Gradually W est Texas was pacified and the military 
strongpoints, established to protect it people and its property, became outmoded. 

It always seems unfair to mention orne small lack in such a magnificent 
tome as this. H°'vever, this rC'viewer would hope that if this book is reprinted 
that the publisher \rnuld reproduce a map of early Texas on the inside front 
cover and a map of modern Texas on the inside back cover. A number of small 
maps point up certain areas but an overall map would be extremely helpful. 
Nevertheless, this book is one of the finest of its kind. It was authored by a true 
scholar who obviously lovC'd his subject. {Edith M. F ciillstich) 

Railway Philately - T wo Re'Views 
Railways have always been fascinating to many people, among them many 

philateli ts, for there is an enormous range of philatelic material relating to rail­
ways in the way of cancellations, parcel and newspaper stamps, pictorial designs 
and so on. 

Some five .'·ears ago a ocicty was formed in England, known as the Railway 
Philatelic Group, which has published four volumes of a well produced quarterly 
and a number of helpful handbooks for the Railway Philatelist. It is my plea­
sure to call attention to two of this group's most recent publications. 

The first is The Railw ay L etter Posts of Great Britain Part 1 General His­
tory (Second Edition 1970) by H. 'l'. Jackson ; Price £1 from A. J. Lowe, Rooke­
" ·ood, Bentwick Road, Altrincham, Cheshire, England. This amazingly infor­
mative and compact \\'Ork of fifty-eight pages describes the various forms of 
Railway Posts beginning with that established by the Stockton and Darlington 
Railway in 1835, and for which the directors authorized the sale of stamps 
(known as "Franks"), thus antedating the Post Office stamps by five years. 
Apparently none of these are kno,vn, but a search of some o:f the old files in 
colliery offices might result in the discoYery of some examples. 

The Raihrny Letter F ee stamps are also fully discussed, with careful lists 
of the various companies that issued these stamps. Changes in rates, the effects 
of Yarious amalgamations, and other phases of these stamps are amply covered. 
It is this reviewer's understanding that the author intends to write further 
giving the history o:f the stamps issued by each o:f the nu-ious British Railways. 
This is an ambitious task, indeed, and i:f this first part is an example of the future 
booklets, Railway Philatelists can look fonrnrd to the standard work on the 
subject far surpassing anythino· that has been done hereto fore in this field . As 
it is, this part one is indispensable to anyone interested in the stamps o:f the 
Railway Posts. 

The other booklet is The Bailwciy Theme, a study of Railways on stamps, 
edited by C. A. Hart, 1970 Price £1; from the same address as the previous work. 
This forty-six page booklet is o:f the same format and high standard of produc­
tion as the work reviewed above and is literally a primer on how to collect, ar­
range and write up a collection of stamps with Railway designs. The chapter 
headings will gh·e a good idea o:f the scope of the contents: " Arranging and 
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writing up"; " The Pioneers" (this referring to the inventors of the locomotive) ; 
then twelve chapters of the locomotives shown on the stamps of as many coun­
tries. There is ample historical and technical data given, and there is a most 
useful bibliography, so those interested can delve further into the story of the 
locomotives shown on the stamps mentioned in this booklet, and also many of 
those on other stamps. 

Mr. Hart has contributed a most useful book which gathers together data 
that is difficult to find unless one owns or has access to a comprehensive library 
of Railway literature. It is to be hoped that further Railway Theme booklets 
will be produced by l\fr. Hart. (Winthrop S. Boggs) 
18811111111111111 88 1 188 11111111111111 881 IBS 11111111111111 881 
The Library 
A Call For Help 

The following periodicals are now being received by the library. Frequently 
the publisher was unable· to supply us with complete runs of the back issues. If 
you have copies of these publications and can supply us with originals or X erox 
photocopies it would be especially he lpful to future researchers. 

Badger Postal History. Bulleting of the Wisconsin Postal History Society. 
Arthur Van Vlissingern, Editor, Box 912, Lake F orest, IL 60045. 

Baltic. Baltic Philatelist Club. Mr. A. Greblis, P.O. Box 5, Roxboro, Quebec, 
Canada. 

Bio-Philately. Official Journal of the Biology Unit of the American Topical 
Association. Dr. Willard G. Stanley, Editor, Jewett H all, Department of 
Biology, State University College, Fredonia, N. Y. 14063. 

Canadian Stamp Journal. P. 0. Box 2717, New York, N. Y. 10017. $10.00 
Year U. S. Edition. 

'l'he New Crane List. Realistic prices for mint U. S. Plate Number Blocks & 
Zip Blocks, By Position. All Plate numbers issued, all Scarce numbers 
indicated . H . J. Pippin, Editor and Publisher, Box 308 Bethpage, N. Y. 
11714. $-±.00 per year. 

Eiiropa N ews. Bulletin of the Europa Study Unit of the American Topical 
Association. Donald W. Smith, Executive Secretary, 1633 Florida Avenue, 
Johnstown, Pa. 15902. 

Fin est Hour . Bulletin of the Winston Churchill Study Unit of the American 
Topical Association. Dalton Newfield, Editor, 4629 Sunset Drive Sacra­
mento, Cal. 94822. $3.00 year. 

Geo-Philatelist. Journal of the Geology Study Unit of the American Topical 
Association. 

In do-China Philatelist. Society of Inda-China Philatelists . James D. Hogbin, 
P. 0 . Box 4014 Fullerton, Cal. 92634. $4.00 year. Organized for the study 
of Inda China, Viet-Nam, Laos and Cambodia postal issues and postal 
history. 

La Pasta. Postal History Journal - l\Iountain & Desert \Vest. Richard W . 
Helbock, Editor, 1635 Mariposa DriYe, Las Cruces, Nm. 88001. $5.00 year. 

Literafore-Nachrichten. \Ve now have this journal complete. The publisher 
has sent all the back issues we missed. This publication reprints condensed 
versions of the various philatelic journals. Landeshauptstadt Miinchen, 
Philatelistche Bibliothek, 800 Miinchen 2 Sparkassenstrasse 5. 

Lyman's British North American Postage Stamp Retail Catalogiie. Robert W. 
Lyman Company, Box 23, Station D, Toronto, 165, Canada. $1.00 First 
Class, per issue. 
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Philatelic Footnotes. Texaco Stamp Club Bulletin. 
The Postal B ell. Journal o.f J apanese .American Philatelic Society. William 

H. McConnell , 28800 Loree \ yenue, Cupertino, Cal. 94014. $4.00 year. 
The Postal Historian . A journal devoted to the postal history and philatelic 

history of Calorenev Country: Northern California, Southwestern Oregon 
&Northwest Nevada. Elmer J . Binker, Jr., Editor, P. 0. Box 2534 White 

City, Or. 97501. $3.00 year. 
Puerto R ico Specialist. A Postal History J ournal. Rex 1\I. Scalley, E ditor, 

P. 0. Box 8652, Santurce, P . R. 00910. $1.75 year. 
J ournal of Rhodesian Study Circle. I<'. C. Donaldson, 141\'Iarketplace, H ighgate, 

London, United Kingdom. 
Scalpel d'; T ongs. Newsletter, Medical Subjects Uni t of the American Topical 

A ociation. Dr. E. YV. liainl en, 19 Bar r in gton P ark, Rochester, N. Y. 
14607. 

Seaposter. 1\1aritime Postmark Society. Coll ectors of Covers Posted on the 
high Seas. Leonard J ocsten, P. 0 . Box 870, Yreka, Cal. 96097. $2.00 year. 

S OS Signal. Bulletin of the Stamps on Stamps Centenary Unit of the American 
Topical Association. Harold Arnold, Executive Secretary, 1328 Brinkley 
Avenue, Los Angeles, Cal. 90049. 

'J. 'erins United Nations Philatelist. A. Terins, Publ isher, 810 2nd Avenue New 
York, N. Y. 10017. $6.50 year. 

'J. 'rinidad Philatelic Society Bi-Monthly B ulletin. H arol l E. Box, Editor, 2 
First A venue, Cascade, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad. 

Walla's Private Newsletter on United Nations Stamps & Post . Walla, 75 Bay 
Terrace, Staten Isl and, . Y. 10306. $3.00 year. 

The Library Committee reports the acquisition of the following: 
The Postage Stamps and Postal History of British Guiana by vV. A. Townsend 

and F. C. H owe. Published by The Royal Philatelic Society London, 
London, England. 1970. 424 pages. Illustrated. Leather bound presen­
tation copy. Gift of the Society. 

Proprietary R evenues of 1898 Precan celled Varieties by Morton Dean J oyce. 
American ReYenue A sociat ion. 1957. 91 pages. Illustrated. Paper­
bound. Gift of the author. 

Directory of 10c 1847 Cover . 2nd E diti on. By Creighton C. Hart and Susan 
1\I ·Donald. Publisher, Rcscne Plan, Inc., Kan ·a City, Missouri. 1970. 
156 paO'es. Hard COYCl'. Gift of the authors. 

ill useum Checklist, edited by Clare 1\IcAllister and aKtie Berry. F ine Arts 
P hilatel ist, F ort Lauderdale, Florida. 1970. 59 pages. Illustrated. 
P aperboum1. Courtesy of the publishe1-. 

The tamps of Palestine Mamdlile, edited by J. Gotlib. Published by " Zodiac 
Stamps Ltd." Tel Avi ,., Israel. 1971. 72 pages. Illustrated. Paper­
bound. Compliments of Mr. Emanuel H. P earl. 

The Censor Markings of Surinam 1940-1945 by Frank W . Julsen. Published by 
Netherlands Philateli c Society. 1970. 37 pages. Illu ·trated. P aper­
bound. Gift of the Society. 

Du rland Stcindard Plate Numb er Ccitcilogs for years 1961 through 1969. Pub­
lished by Sterling Stamp Company, Inc., Boston, Mass. Courtesy of the 
publisher. 

The Stamps of Ethiopia Handbook, P art 2, by Ivan Adler. Published by the 
author, Stockholm, Sweden. 1968. 71 pages. Illu trated. P anerbound. 
Gift of the author. 

Runn er & ll!failcoach. Postal IIistoru and Stamps of Sonthern Africa by Eric 
Rosenthal and Eliezer Blum. Purnell & Sons Pty., Lt 1., Johannesburg, 
South Africa. 1969 . 280 pa"CS. Illustrated. H ard cover. Courtesy of 
the publisher. 
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The Noble Official Catalog of United States Burectit Precancels. 53rd Edition. 
1971. Gilbert W. Noble, Winter Park, Florida. 192 pages. Illustrated. 
Ring binder. Compliments of th e publisher. 

Harrison cf; Sons Limited Postage Stamps / Photogravure. Harrison & Sons Ltd., 
High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire. 197]. 28 pages. Illustrated. Paper. 
bound. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Tristan da Cunhci. Photocopies of articles from various journals. 
Stanley Gibbons Priced Postage Stamp Ccttalogue, Part One, 1967. Stanley 

Gibbons Ltd., London, England. 993 pages. Illust1·ated. Clothbound. 
Gift of Mr. John D. Dowd. 

1970 Canadian Postal Slogan Cancel Catalog, edited and published by David H . 
Proulx, Baldwinsville, N. Y. 96 pages. Mimeographed. Gift of the 
author. 

Army and Field Post Offices of Egypt and th EEF, 1914-20 by Michael M. 
Sacher. Supplement to The London Philatelist, August-September 1970. 
33 pages. Illustrated. Paperbound. Courtesy of th e Society. 

Israel Catalogue No . 8. State of Israel Ministry of Posts. Philatelic Services, 
Jerusalem, Israel. 1970. 128 pages. Illustrated. Paperbound. 

Prefilatelia Y Filatelia Espana 1700-1970. Catalogo NE T 0 , edited and pub· 
lished by Jose A. Vicenti , Madrid, Spain. 1 0 pages. Illustrated. Paper­
bound. Spanish text. Compliments of the publisher. 

The Handbook of U.S. Stamp Price Performance, P art One, l\1int Singles. Pub­
lished by Mardis Industries International , Bement, Illinois. Courtesy of 
the publisher . 

Sport, Olympiques & S coittisme Catalogue par S eries 1971, edited and published 
by Henri Trachtenberg, Paris, France. 77 pages. French text. Paper­
bound. Compliments of the publisher. 

The Post 0 [fices of N ebraska, Part I, Territorial Post Offices by William F. Rapp. 
J-B Publishing Company, Crete, Nebraska. 1971. 17 pages. Illustrated. 
Paperbound. Courtes~- of the publisher. 

John F. K ennedy Memorial ~ tamp Isrnes of th e World, edited and published by 
Kenneth R. Wenger , Fort Lee, New J ersey. 1970. 189 pages. Illustrated. 
Paperbound. Gift of the publisher. 

Stamp Collectors' Handbook by Fred Reinfeld. Publisher, Doubleday & Com­
pany, New York, N. Y. 1970. 152 pages. Illustrated. Hard cover. 
Compliments of the publisher. 

Collect British Banknotes. First Edition. Stanley Gibbons Ltd., London, Eng­
land. 1970. 55 pages. Illustrated. P aperbound. Courtesy of the pub­
lisher. 

Bridger and Kay CommonweaUh Five R eings Postage Stamps Catalogue 1971. 
Bridger and Kay Ltd., London , England. 322 pages. Illustrated. Hard 
cover. Compliments of the publisher. 

Prinet Catalogue Illustre et SpeciaHse 1971. Dercume, B1·ussels. Belgium. 278 
pages. Illustrated. French text. Compliments of the publisher. 

Photocopy: Articles on Greek Philately published in Philatelic Journal of 
Great Britain , 1891-1967. T"·o Volumes. Gift of Mr. William R. Liber­
man. 

Prifix Catalogue pecialise llliistre des Timbres Paste di1 Luxembourg, edited 
and published by Banque du Timbre, Luxembourg. 212 pages. Illu 'trated. 
French text. P aperbound. Courtesy of the publisher. 

The Australasian Stamp Catalogue 1971 . Review Publications Pty. Ltd. 
Dubbo, N.S.W., Australia. 46 pages. Illustrated. Paperbound. Com­
pliments of the publisher. 
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Stamp Stories by l\Ionty ·w ecld. Review Publications Pty. Ltd., Dubbo, N.S.W., 
Au tralia. 32 pages. Illustrated. P aperbound. Courtesy of the pub­
lisher. 

W eltraumfahrt Spezial-Ifotalog Sieger 1970. Sieger Verlag, Lorch / Wurttem­
berg. 736 pages. Illustrated. German text. P aperbound. Gift of Aero 
Philatelists. 

Philacolor Deutschla.nd N etto-Farb-Kcdalog mit j)fon zenteil 1970. Verlag fur 
Farbige Briefmarkenkatalog, \Volfgang Schmuck, Munchen, ·w est Germany. 
156 pages. Illustrated, German text. P aperbound. Compliments of Mr. 
Ben W all. 

B ohringer & Schmuck 1970-1971 N eue unabhangige Staciten der W elt Speziell 
Afrikanische Staaten Netto-Farb-Katalog. Bohringer & Schmuck, Mun­
chen, ·w est Germany. 685 pages. Illustrated in color. German text. 
P aperbound. Compliments of Mr. Ben W all. 

Catalogo de S elos do Brazil 1971 by Dr. Francisco Schiffer. Published by the 
author, Sao P aulo, Brazil. 238 pages. Illustrated. Portuguese text. 
Paperbound. Gift of the author. 

Bibliography of B ooks and Articles on Confedera.te Stamps and Postal H istory, 
compiled b:v Van Dyk l\IacBride. Photocopies from Philatelic Literature 
Review, 1950-1956. Gift of Mr. J ohn D . Dowd. 

Library of Stamp Merchandising, edited and published by Richard Brayton, 
New York, N. Y. Gift of the author. 

Postage Stamp Printing, A Specialized Craft by K aren Ibrahim. Graphic Arts 
Progress, Vol. 15, No. 11. Gift of Mr. H erman K erst. 

Phodesia Postage Stamps Used as Banknotes during South A frican War by A. 
W. Stander. From Rhodesia Calls. 

Stamps Issu ed for the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Intern ational Labor Organi­
zation. lI.iO P anorama, umber 45. 1970. 

The New Z ealand Stamp Catalogue. Rc,·iew Publications Pty . Ltd., Dubbo, 
N.S.W., Australia. 1970. 51 pages. Illustrated. P aperbound. Compli­
ments of the publisher. 

The Australian Air Mail Catalogue, Volume One, 1914-1941, by H. N. Eustis. 
Review Publi cations Pty. Ltd., Dubbo, N.S.W., Australia. 1965. 63 pages. 
Illustrated. P aperbound. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Explore Ausfralia Through Stamps by Bill H ornadge and Monty W edd. Re­
Yiew Publication P ty. L td., Dubbo, N.S.W ., Australia. 64 pages. Illus­
trated. Paperbound. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Stamps of Irela.nd and Railway L etter Stamps of Ireland by David Feldman. 
Published by David F eldman , Dublin , Ireland. 34 pages. Illustrated. 
P aperbound. Compliments of the publisher. 

Alabama 1819. A Glimpse at its Posfol Ifistory, edited and published by Gilbert 
and P atricia P enny, Huntsville, Alabama. 1969. 22 pages. Illustrated. 
P aperbound. Gift of the authors. 

Old Glory Around the W orld b~- Edith B. Buckley and Col. Lloyd J. Dockal. 
American Topical Association, Milwaukee, ·wisconsin. 1970. 31 pages. 
Illustrated. Paperbound . Courtesy of the publisher. 

Topical Issiies of 1970 with 1971 Catalog Numbers . By Ruth W etmore and Bob 
Allison. American Topical Association, Milwaukee, Wi consin. 1971. 46 
pages. P aperbound. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Photocopy: The F irst Trans-Pacifi c Mail by Outrigger Canoe, Mail S ervice in 
Papuci and New Guineci and The Elemct Myths Stamp. and Coi•ers of the 
T erritory of Papiw and N ew Guin ea 1966 S eries by Sh0rman Lee Pompey. 
Gift of Mr. Richard S. Wilson. 

H ebert's Cafolog of Used Plate Number Singles, edited by George G. Shapiro 
and Antonio H ebert. Trans P acific Stamp Company, Los Angeles, Cali­
fornia. 1970. 115 pages. P aperbound . Courtesy of the publisher. 
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Stamp Oddities by Monty Wedd. Review Publications Pty. Ltd. Dubbo, N.S.W., 
Australia. 64 pages. Illustrated. Paperbound. Compliments of the 
publisher. 

Checklist and Catalog Canadian Postage Stamps Perfora.ted and Overprinted 
OHMS and 'G', edited and published by Roy Wrigley, West Vancouver, 
B.C. 1970. 30 pages. Illustrated. Paperbound. 

V for Variety (Australian Commonwealth) by J. W. Pender. Review Publica­
tions Pty. Ltd., Dubbo, N.S.W., Australia. 44 pages. Illustrated. Paper­
bound. Compliments of the publisher. 

Stamps : A Collector's Guide by Bill Hornadge. Sun Books Pty. Ltd., Mel­
bourne, Victoria, Australia. 1968. 214 pages. Illustrated. Paperbound. 
Gift of the author. 

Philately and Postal History, An Introduction by Col. Leonard H. Smith, Jr. 
Revised Edition 1971. Published by Norma H. Smith, Clearwater, Florida. 
268 pages. Illustrated. Paperbound. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Barr-Fike Machine Cancellations and Hampden Machin e Can cellations by Arthur 
H. Bond. Publications of U. S. Cancellation Club News. 1969-1970. 13 
pages. Illustrated. Ring binder. Paperbound. Gift of the publisher. 

Romania Specialized Catalogue 1918 Issue, edited and published by Frank P. 
Russell and Danielle Russell, Torrance, California. 1970. 126 pages. 
Illustrated. Paperbound. Compliments of the publisher . 

A Check and Price List of the 1894-6 Series United States Stamps. Fourth 
Edition. The J. W. Scott Co., ew York. 16 pages. Paperbound. Gift 
of Mr. Raymond V. Seaman. 

The History of the Postal S ervice in Kuwait 1775-1959 by A. N. Donaldson. 
Publisher, Jal Cooper, Bombay, India. 1968. 18 pages. Illustrated. 
Paperbound. Gift of the publisher. 

Nizam: British R elations in Postal Communication and Administration (1748-
1947). By M. A. Nayeem. Published by Jal Cooper, Bombay, India. 82 
pages. Illustrated. Paperbound. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Bhutan (A Short Postal History Sketch ) , edited and published by Jal Cooper , 
Bombay, India. 10 pages. Illustrated. Paperbound. Compliments of 
the publisher. 

The following books were the gift of Mr. Jon Lewis Allen: 

Catalogue Specialise des Timbres de Monaco by A. ovo. Yvet & Cie., Amiens, 
France. 1959. 160 pages. Illustrated. Hard coyer. French text. 

Repubblica di San Marino Catalogo 1966. Omaggio dell 'Uffi cio Filatelico Gov­
ernativo. 222 pages. Illustrated. Italian text. Paperbound. 

Connaitre la Paste. Administration des Postes, Bruxelles, Belgium. 1962. 28 
pages. Illustrated. French text. Paperbound. 

La Paste a Travers les Ages. 32 pages. Illustrated. :F'rench text. Paperbound. 
P4a Nomenclature des Principales Localites du Pays . Grand Duche de Luxem­

bourg Administration des P.T.T., Luxembourg. 1960. 24 pages. French 
t ext. Paperbound. 

Geschaftsbericht Osterreich, Post und T elegraphenverwaltung . 1065. 
B.Il..B. Deutschland Katalog 1967. Phila-Verlag Willi Dohr, Schlossberg bei 

Rosenheim. 152 pages. Illustrated. German text. Paperbound. 
B.Il..B. Vatikan Katalog 1967. Phila Verlag Willi Dohr, Schlossberg bei Rosen­

heim. 28 pages. Illustrated. German text. Paperbound. 
B.Il..B. Osterreich Katalog 1967. Phila Verlag Willi Dohr, Schlossberg bei 

Rosenheim. 56 pages. Illustrated. German text. Paperbound. 
B.Il..B. Schweiz Liechtenstein Katalog 1967. Phila Verlag Willi Dohr, Schloss­

berg bein Rosenheim. 48 pages. Illustrated. German text. Paperbound. 
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Mo11aco: T he H istory of the Pri11cipality as seen through its Postage Stamps 
by I-I. Chiavassa. Office des Emissions de Timbres-P aste, Principaute de 
Monaco. 1964. 123 pages, Illustrated. Paperbound. 

Austria: 100 Jahre. Generaldirektion fur die Post und Telegraphenverwal­
tung. 1966. 177 pages. Illustrated. German text. P aperbound. 

Austria : Post U11d T elegraphen Museum, Wien, 1889-1959. 52 pages. Illus­
trated. German text. Paperbound. 

Gifts were received also from : 

Dr. William Reiner-Deutsch, Messrs. David Schwartz, .Adrien Boutrelle, 
William R. Liberman, J ohn D. Dowd, F . Burton Sellers, Ira Seebacher and 
Robert G. Stone. 
I ~ 11111111111111 ~ I I ~ mrnnnnn ~ I I ~ 11111111 111111 ~I 
Additional Notes on Diplomatic Mail of Spain 
By Theo. Van Dam 

In the article in the March 1971 issue of the Collectors Club Philatelist (Vol. 
50, No. 2) on the " Meda illon issues of Spain " I mentioned on page 362 that 
Spanish stamps ,,·ith a ·washington D. C. cancell ation emanated from t he United 
States Embassy and were cancelled in that city. 

Col. Leonard J . Smith, Jr. pointed out to me very i·ightly that this pertains 
only to the mail of the staff of the United States Embassies and Consulates which 
is sent from any country to the State Department in Washington, D . C. in a 
United tates diplomatic pouch and receives its cancellation in that city. 

Thi · practice was discontinued in October 1966, and from this time on 
personal letters are franked with United States adhesives. 

Colonel Smith also mentions that this service was not available at stations 
where U. S. military forces operate a postal service available to Embassy or 
Consular personnel. As fa r as the Official mail of Spain in this country is 
concerned, according to P .O.D. regulations 137.5 " Diplomatic and Consular 
1Hail, " 212.41 same title, 212.43 " P an American Union Mail " and 212.44 " P an 
American Sanitary Bureau Mail ,'' surface letters and registered mail of the 
members of the Postal Union of the .Americas and Spai11 (PU.AS ), may be sent 
postage free to all members of the Diplomatic Corps or officials of these countr ies. 
This correspond ence may not exceed four pounds in weight and has to be marked 
"Free" and the insc1·ipt ions " Diplomatic Corps," "Consular Mail, " or in case 
of the P U AS " l•'ree under Postal Com·ention" has to be applied on the envelopes. 
BACK NUMBERS OF THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 

There is on h and a comprehensive stock of back numbers o f this 
m agazine. Not all, mostly the earlier issues, a re avai lable . Furthermore, 
the supply of others is down to five copies or less. 

If interested in back numbers of the magazine, write to - Executive 
S ecreta ry, 22 East 35 Street, New York, N . Y. 10016 for fu r ther infor­
mat ion . 
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1971 - Our 53rd Year 

STAMPS WANTED 

Each Year Our Public Auctions 
and Gold Medal Mail Sales 

Sell Over 75,000 Lots ! 
We Urgently Need Additional Material! 

You want the most for your stamps. We gladly pay it without delays or 
bargaining. Bring in personally, or send in by insured mail or express, attention: 
Appraisal Dept. All shipments are held aside intact awaiting your instructions 
after we send our off er or advice. Informal appraisals are free, and our buyer 
can visit you lo inspect larger properties. 

J. & H. STOLOW, INC. 
915 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 10016 Tel.: (212) 533 - 0790 

" Rated first in stamps by all standard authorities" 

Stolow's has purchased outright, at the top market price, with immediate 
cash payment, more than $50,000,000 worth of fine stamps. Our needs are 
unlimited. 

Fair treatm.ent is always assured 
TASMANIA 
1853. Id. blue lmperforate on medium soft yellowish paper S.G. 2 
- a horizontal strip of three and a single used on cover to Western 
Australia and cancelled by the "68" numeral cancel of Hobart, with, 
below, the Hobart dated town stamp in red. A remarkable and 
beautiful cover, ex Chan collection. 

$2,200 

We also have a good stock of other material for the specialist collector -
Pre-adhesive letters, covers, DIE PROOFS, etc. 

Write today to the Postal History people 

Directors: C. ANGUS PARKER and W. R. HART 

265 STRAND, LONDON, WC 2R IAJ, ENGLAND 

··•L1Cf0Ll~:~~~~~=::=::~;~~==~~:~LJU=~::L1L1~tk~ 
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•!• lllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllCllllllllllllltlllllllllllllClll •!• 

I I a FUTURE AUCTION SALES a 

SUMMER AUCTION 

August 18-19, 1971 

CORNELIUS AIRMAILS 

October 6, 1971 

FALL AUCTION I November 17-18, 1971 I 
I Special ~:tr~:gd~:e::e "Firth" I 
I WINTER AUCTION I 
~ ~ 
~ = ~ February 2-3, 1972 ~ 

i SPRING AUCTION ~ 
~ ~ i April 19-20, 1972 ~ 

~ § i SUMMER AUCTION ~ 

~ June 28-29, 1972 § 
5 g ! FALL AUCTION I 
I September 27-28, 1972 i 
~ ~ = c 2 SUBSCRIPTION ~ = ~ 

5 ~ 
2 to Catalogs & Prices Realized 2 

~ for the above sales ~ 
~ + our Winter & Spring 1971 Sales ~ 

= $5.00 " c ~ 

b. N. SISSONS LTD.I 
c = 
~ SUITE 27, OFFICE MEZZANINE ~ 

~ l<ING EDWARD HOTEL ~ 
~ 37 KING STREET EAST ~ 
§ ~ 

c TORONTO I, CANADA ~ I Cables: Sistamp , Toronto I i Phone 416-364-6003 I 
~ ~ 

•!• ltJlll lllllllllDll l lllllllllClllllllllllllCllll:llllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllC•:• 
SPECIALIZING IN 

CHOICE 

UNITED ST ATES 

Stamps and Covers 

CANADA 

PENCE ISSUES 

Bruce G. Daniels 
ONE BOSTON PLACE - Room 1220 

BOSTON, MASS. 02108 
.··-·-·-···•···-·---·-·-·-·-·-· ............ -............................. , i UNITED ST ATES I 
• POSTAL CARDS 

f
f lf you are interested in this increas­

ing ly popular fie ld, you will want a 
copy of our latest pricelist. listing 
most of the major varieties , with a 
fine showing of the 1920 revalued. 
Free for the asking, a 6c stamp ap­
preciated. 
POSTAL STATIONERY 
OF THE WORLD 
Ou r catalogu e is now complete to 
" R '', and w ith a ny luck, we should 
have the "S" section on the market 
w ithin anoth er couple of months. If 
you h ave not s ubscribed, would sug­
gest that you look into the matter, 
if inte rested, as stock s on some letter s 

• are getting low, and they will NOT i be reprinted in the near future. 
T POSTAL STATIONERY AUCTIONS 

! ~~~e;s{;;t~~I1e~N~n~sha~~d bt~~ ~1:,i~~ 
' s ig n ed u s for sale this coming season. f Send 50c for the next two illustrated 
f catalogues. 
',• IF YOU HAVE POSTAL STATION-

•
: ERV FOR SALE, why not contact i 
l u s'! We probably turn over more of 
l t hi s material than any other dealer in 
l the U. S. We will buy ou tright, or in-
. elude in a sa le , on a commission basis. t l HIGGINS & GAGE, Inc. i 
i 23 North Santa Anita : 
t i 
• Pasadena, California 91107 ' 
~ .................................. -...................................... _ .. + 
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ONE OF THE BEST BUYS 

IN PHILATELY TODAY: 

a year's subscription to Robson Lowe's world­
fomou s au ction catalogues. These invaluabl e 
handbooks, with detailed descriptions, h elp­
ful estimates and many illustrations (often 
in colour) simplify the problems of "lon g 
di stan ce bidding"; clients can bid postally 
with complete confidence. We shall be happy 
to send a sample catalo gue and/or details 
of our airmail subscription rates for the 
comin g season. 

The catalogues are grouped as follows: 

Great Britain Specialised (London Sales) 

British Empire Specialised in London & 
Basie 

Postal History Auctions (London ) 

General Sales In Bournemouth & Basle 

All Basle Sales. 

All Catalogues (London, Bournemouth & 
Basle) 

When writing, indicate your interest( s) and 
please mention that you saw this advertise­
m ent in "The Collectors Club Philatelist". 

JUST FOR THE RECORD during the 
1970/ 71 auction season we publi bed sixty 
auction ca talogues - (forty-eight in Lon­
don, twelve in Bournemouth ) . 

Robson Lowe Ltd. 
50 Pall Mall, 
London, S. W .1 YSJZ, 
England 

Cables: "Stamps, London S.W.1". 
Telex: 915 410 

Fi/ teen agencies, branches and associated 
companies throughout the world. 
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W. E. LEA (Philatelists) LTD. 

THE LEADING SPECIALIST 
PHILATELISTS 

IN GREAT BRITAIN 

announce the commencement of the 

"ONE COUNTRY 

LISTING SERVICE" 

For Collectors in the U. S. A. 

Having long realised the need to 
supply collectors with regular de­

tails of items ($ 10 and upwards) 
currently in stock but at the same 
time not overburdening him with 
reams of offers of no interest, he 
decided to produce "One Coun­
try" listings pertinent to the col­
lector's requireme nt. 

This means that, should a collector 
only be interested in th e stamps 

and postal history of th e United 
States-he would then only re­
ceive listings of his country. Alter­
native ly, should a collector wish to 
receive listings of Great Britain or 
even the whole world-this too is 
covered by our service. 

For further deta ils please write to 
us enclosing details of your col­

lecting interests. 

W. E. LEA (Philatelists) LTD. 

I THE ADELPHI, 

JOHN ADAM STREET, 

STRAND, 

LONDON W.C. 2 

TEL.: 01.930-1688/ 9 
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LONDON BUYERS ! ! 

The London Philatelic market is still the strongest in the world and 
WE CAN PAY THAT LITTLE EXTRA FOR GOOD CLASS STAMPS, 
COVERS AND COLLECTIONS. 

OUR OLD ESTABLISHED BUYING DEPARTMENT is world re­
nowned and experienced buyers are constantly travelling the globe to 
view worthwhile properties. In fact our Managing Director Mr. Eric 
Etkin is frequently in the United States and if you have a good collection 
or individual rarities for disposal you are invited to write to us in order 
to make an appointment to be visited in your home. 

Material of lower value may be sent by registered post for our imme­
diate attention and opinion. 

OUR REQUIREMENTS ARE WORLD WIDE and if you have a 
collection or single items of merit of which you wish to dispose it will 
pay you to contact: 

A.S.D.A. 
A.P.S. ERIC ETKIN LIMITED 

45 NEW BOND STREET 
LONDON WZY 9HB, ENGLAND. 

P.T.S. 

Telephones: 01-499-1781 - 01--499-1782 Cables: Erikin, London, W.l. 

... -....................................................................................................................................................... _ ..................... . 
 

~x x x x x x - x x-x x-x x x x~~ 

~ '11'1•1 :·: SWEDEN, NORWAY, DENMARK, .. 
1111 FINLAND, FRANCE, SWITZERLAND, iili :·: 
1111 U.S.A. & CLASSIC SOUTH AMERICA ~jj 
:·: At the moment we hold extensive stocks of these countries - mostly :•: 
\~) earlyldissue

1
s, except Switze~land where we deal in all periods, and we H 

1111 ;:: thew::;v:~i:n°c: :fn:~i:i::merous customers in the U.S. A. these :-: x ~ 
1111 can be addressed to our representative in your country:- :•: 

.. Mr. John F. D. Baresch, ~ 
1

.

1

.

1

.

1 

Suite 3 I , :•: 
3 Baron Park Lane, Rll 

:•: Burlington , Mass. 01803, ~~ 

1111 U.S.A. "' 
:•: who would also be pleased to send you our latest price list of Switzerland. lllJ 

~ @:·: LEO BARESCH .. ... 
1111 .. 

11.!I (All invoiced in Dollars, payable to our account in New York.) iili 

1111 Mansfield House, 376-9 Strand, London WC2R OLA, England :·: 

~~x x x _ x-x x=x x _ x _ x x x x x ~ 
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As Duveen was to 

distinguished art collectors 

and Dr. Rosenbach was to 

famous bibliophiles so 

Ezra Cole 

rs to the discriminating 

philatelist 

• 

EZRA D. COLE 
NYACK, N. Y. 10960 

T elephone : 914-EL 8-0964 

~ca:e:e:ioonnrn:e:n::n:a:mO\ 
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At Your Service 
For All 

Philatelic 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

For RESEARCH & STUDY 

For EXHIBITIONS 
and 

For PUBLICATION 

2 x 2 Color Slides 

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE 
(Photographer for the 

Collectors Club Philatelist . ) 

1 Montgomery Place 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11215 

l 
Collectors Club Philatelist O 8 e 
TH ESE BACK ISSUES are available at the following prices : 

From 1926 to 1940 

''' V ol. 3 
''' V o l . 4 
''' V ol. 5 
''' V o l . 7 
* Vol . 8 
• vo1. 9 
''' V ol . 10 
" V o l. 11 
''' V ol. 12 
''' V ol. 13 
* Vol . 14 
''' V ol. 15 
'''Vol . 16 
" V ol. 17 
''V ol . 18 
* Vol. 19 

(1924) 
( 1925) 
(1926) 
( 1928) 
(1929) 
( 1930) 
(1 931 ) 
( 1932) 
( 1933) 
( 1934) 
(1935) 
(1 936) 
(1937) 
( 1938) 
(1 939) 
(1940) 

•Only a few copies 

---

$3.00 per copy 

Oct. 
Apr., July 
Oct. 
All issues 
Oct. 
All issues 
All issues 
Apr ., July, Oct. 
Jan ., July, Oct. 
All issues 
J a n ., Apr . 
All issues 
All issu es 
All issues 
All issues 
Apr., July, Oct. 

From 1941 

V ol. 20 
V o l . 21 
V o l. 22 
V ol. 23 
V ol. 24 
V o l. 25 
V ol. 26 
V o l. 27 
V o l. 28 

(1941) 
(1 942) 
( 1943) 
(1944) 
( 1945) 
(1946) 
(1947) 
(1948) 
( 1949) 

$2.00 per copy 

All issues 
All issues 
J a n., A pr., Oc t . 
All issu es 
All issues 
All issues 
All i ss u es 
Al l iss u es 
J an., Apr ., July 

Starting in 1950, n o longer a quar­
terly m agazine but 6 issues a year . 
V ol. 29 t o 31 ( 1950-52) All 6 i ssues 
Vol. 32 (1953) All but Jan. 
Vols . 33 to 49 ( 1954 to 1970) All Issues. 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35th Street, New York, N. Y. 10016 
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AIRMAIL 
NEW ISSUES 

For years we have specialized in 
supplying airmail new issu es. Our ser· 
vice is tailored to suit the needs of 
each individual custome r . Whether the 
airmail stamps of the whole world or 
of only a fe w countries are required 
we can supply them. Each monthll' 
new issu e distribution is accompanied 
by a copy of our "Topical Notes" 
(samples sent free on requ est). See 
for yourself how much yo u will save. 
No postage values. 

APPROVALS FOR 
THE SPECIALIST 

We carry a comprehensive stock of 
Air Posts of the World and welcome 
want lists for sets and individual 
i tems. Many errors and varieties are 
always available. 

~IMWWa. 
RIDGEFIELD, CONN. 06877 
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COVER S 

POSTAL STATIONERY 

Specialist Material 

• 
WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS? 

• 
new Cngland S tamp Co. 

45-X Bromfield Street 

Boston 8, Massachusetts 

l 
508th PUBLIC AUCTION 

in preparation 

UNITED STATES, B.N.A. 

Choice individual items or entire 

collections of United States and for-

eign s tamps wanted. Booking now 

for future sales. Correspondence in­

vited. We will travel to view 
worthwhile properties. 

Reserve Your Copy of this Catalog. 

Daniel F. Kelleher Co., Inc. 
Est. 1885 

40 Court Street 

Boston, Mass. 02108 
·······•··•··•··•··•··•······-·-···•··•··•··· .. ·--···•··•··•··•··•··•··•··•···~

FREE . . . . . . f
For A Specialist! i 

i 
f

\Ve now have one of the la rges t I
se lection s of Errors and Varieties. An 1
a ccumulation of 36 years - even for •
advanced specialists. I

~!any elus ive Toplcals. Airmails. e tc. 11
fl' l C. 

Antarctica Olympics 
Boy Scou ls Pain tings 1
Cambodia Exhibitions 1'
Centenary Red Cross 
Chu.-chlll Refugee 
Or. Schweitzer Rotary 4

! l~ise 11liower Russia •.:
• Europa. Space 
 Fra nce Spain ~

!. I. T . U . Sports =.·.Ke nnedy U. N . 
• Laos U.P. U. ,
•.:. Lincoln Vietna1n !

l\Ionaco ·

 Ask for FREE llst. Indiv idual ap- I
•.: proval se lections. Popular prices - f.

Convenient Terms. 

t t
~ S. SEREBRAKIAN tt Incorporated t
! P. 0 . BOX 448, !
 !f MONROE, N . Y. 10950 +

I t
··-·-·-·-·-·-····-·---·-·-····-·-·-···•··•··• .. •··•··•··•··· -· ···· 
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H you are searching for a truly choice 

classic cover, your prime source is: 

MIDWAY 

STAMPS 

LTD. 

BOX 337 
MOHEGAN LAKE, 

N. Y. 10547 

£ 
2

United States 

British America 

Falkland Islands 

HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS 60035 
PHONE 312/ 432-4139 
56 
Do Not Sell Your Collection 
as long as you enjoy collecting and 
as long as you have fun with your 
stamps. But when you get tired or a 
collel'lion bet'ause it has reached its 
goal, when you want to start in another 
philatelic field, do not hesitate to dis­
pose or the "finished" collertion. In 
this way you will obtain additional 
funds for purrhases in your new fidd. 
When you decide lo sell, talk with a 
dealer whom you have trusted with 
your purrhases. H e is the right man to 
sell for you the items he has once sold 
10 you. We are always happy when we 
can give advi ce and help or this kind. 
Contact us when the time is ripe and 
we will do our best lo arrange a satis­
raclory sole or your material, either 
b y private sole or by auction. 

MERCURY STAMP CO., INC. 
I 0 East 40th Street 

New York, N. Y. 10016 
Tel. : MUrray Hill 3-6745 

Cable Address : Mercstamp Newyork 
VATICAN CITY COVERS 
41-46 Juridical Cgr. on reg. 

letter ·---·--·-----·-·········---····· P . 0 . R. 
4 7 -64 Catholic Press ·······--········· $96. 00 
66 -60 on reg. letter Arch. 

Cong. ····-···---······-·····- -·········· 80.00 
61-67 f l. to Fra nce Interreg. 

FDC ----···-············ ······ ·--····-- 18.00 
122-131, Ell -12 Basilicas FDC P.O. R. 
132-139 Holy Year FDC -------····· 60.00 
H0-42 - Palatine Guard FDC (6.00 
143-44 - Dogma of Ass. FDC (0.00 
145-48 - Pope Plus X {Gold) 

FDC ···-··----·---···-··-·---··-···· ···· 90.00 
149 -63 - Calchedon FDC ........ 90.00 
166 - Roman States Cen-

tenary FDC -· -----····---······· 20.00 
156A - Roman States Souv. 

sheets FDC ··--- ·-·--------··· · 65.00 
158-68, E 13-14 Popes & Basil . 

FDC . ·----------- ·--- -- -· ·······-· 27.50 
239-42 Brussels Fair FDC ........ 16.00 
242A Brussels Fair Souvenir 

sheet FDC ................... 20.00 
C9- J5 2nfl Airma il FDC ·--····--· 36.~0 

C16-17 Tobias FDC ·········-······· P. 0 . R. 
C18-19 UPU FDC ····-·-·····----··· P. 0 . R. 
C20-21 reglst. w. cachet FDC P. 0. R. 
C22-23 Dome I FDC ·-·-·- -··· ·····--·· 80.00 
C24 -92 Angels FDC ------ -·--···-···· 30.00 
C33- 34 Dome II FDC ·------- -··-·--- 46.00 
C45 -46 Auto. by designer FDC 46.00 

Prices subject to change 
without notice. 

Penny Black Stamp Co. A 
P.O. Box 57, Dumont, N. J. 07628 
S. L. BAYER. Prop. Est. 1912 

Member Collectors Club • ASDA 



For 115 years the name of Stanley Gibbons has 
been synonymous with the buying and selling of post­
age stamps. 

For 70 years S. G. Auctions and their predeces­
sors have carried on this tradition and brought together 
buyers and sellers at the fall of the hammer ! 

Now is the time to take advantage of our inter­
national connections and the renewed demand which 
each new philatelic 'season' brings by writing for our 
free brochure ! 

/-------------------------------To: Stanley Gibbons Auctions Ltd., 
Drury H ouse, Russell St., 
London, WC2B 5H D , 
England . 

Please send me ... .. ........ .......................... ..... . . 

Name ...................... ..... ....... ................ ..... ..... . 

Address ................................ .. ..... ..... ........ ... ... . 
Block Capitals Please Ccpl 

--------------------------------



~--[li~ii]------. 

1877 

1877 

1911 

1918 

1918 

Nl!:WYORK 

TOP PRICES AT HARMERS 

Some interesting and illuminating real izations from the 
"Henry M. Goodkind" United States Air Post Collection. 

Buffalo Balloon Sc deep blue, t ete-
beche pair, o. g . .................... ........ . 

Sc deep blue on flown cove r ........ . 

"Vin Fiz" 2Sc black on flown card 
San. 

24c Inverted Center, lightly hinged 

24c "Grounded Plane" variety, 
lightly hinged ............. . 

Catalogued Realized 

Un pr. 

Un pr. 

3,500.00 

30,000.00 

Uni. 

1,600.00 

7,500.00 

4,000.00 

31,000.00 

650.00 

1918 24c "Grounded Plane" variety 
on cover ........ .... ...... ... ......... . .. . 

1918 I 6c First Day Cover ... ·······--········ 

1918 24c First Day C over ................... . 

Uni. 

2,000.00 

3,000.00 

280.00 

3,500.00 

3,500.00 

1926-27 Comp!. Map Issue, plate blocks of 
six, lightly hinged ............ . ......... . 

1928 Sc carmine & blue, large die proof 

69.00 

800.00 

The above results can also be obtained for your collec­
tion , if you avail yourself of the services of H. R. Harmer, 
Inc. 

Request our booklet "Modern Methods of Philatelic Sell­
ing ", and a copy of the O rganization's Annual Report of 
the 1969 /1 970 Season. 

H. R. HARMER, INC. 
Private Treaty Department 

6 WEST 48th STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036 

9S.00 

900.00 

Telephone: (212) 757-4460 (3 lines) Cable: Harmersale, New York 




