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Cape Triangles, B. N. A. and B. W. I. 

in Nov. 21, 22 Auction 

THE very fine Cape Triangle Collection of Charles S. Hirsch of New 
York includes both Woodblock Errors (shown above), Ip blue and 4p 
red, cataloguing $3,000 and $3,250. Among the numerous mint blocks 
are the one illustrated of #6a, the lsh dark green (cat. $380), and a 
rare used block of three of the 1863 shilling emerald, # 15. More than 
I 00 lots of these classic triangles. 

The outstanding British North America and British West Indies 
Collection of K. J. Barrows of Rochester, N. H., is chiefly 19th century, 
with notable strength in Canada. Choice items from the Charlton 
Henry Collection of B. W. I. 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
560 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y., 10036 

Phone: 212 JU 2--0164 

International Auctioneers of Fine Stampa 

The Collectors Club Philatelist Is published bl-monthly (Jan., Mar., May, July, Sept., Nov.) by the Collec­
tors Club, Inc., 22 East 36 Street, New York 16, N. Y. Second-class Postage Paid at New York, N. Y. Annual Sub­
scription Rates: - $10.00; $7.60 for non-profit Institutions. Free to all members. Individual copies - $2.00 each. 

C The Collectors Club, Inc., 1963 
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WEILL 
OF NEW ORLEANS 

... SER.IOUS 
BUYERS 

* 
We are 

interested in buying 
stamp collections whether 

valued at $100.00 
or $1 ,000,000.00 

We also do nationally 
recognized appraisals for 

estates and banks 
Roger G. Weill Raymond H. Weill 

Raymond H. WEILL Co. 
407 Royal Street 

New Orleans 16, La . 
JAckson 5-0022 

* 5¢ 1856 Strip of Three on Cover 
We paid $5,000.00 (catalogs $600.00) 
Henry Hill Sale 
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POSTAGE STAMP AUCTIONS 

HAMBURG DUSSELDORF 

(Germany} 

Rarities and special collections will be handled in the most effective 
manner through our auctions, which are known throughout the world . 

Our auction catalogues (circulation of I 0,000 copies per auction) are 
forwarded to the most important philatelists in all countries. 

Deliveries are accepted at any time. 

Auction commission 15%. 

A reserve price is fixed by mutual agreement. No difficulties with re­
gard to import or foreign exchange. Free payment to all countries in 
every requested currency. 

First class U.S. 
References a nd 
Bank References 

EDGAR 

Germany 
Reference : Commerz­
bank A.G., Hamburg 

MOHRMANN 
Licensed Auctioneer 

Speersort 6, HAMBURG 1 / Germany 

Cables : EDMORO 
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US/BNA CATALOG 
FIRST 119&41 EDITION 

UNITED STATES 
STAMPS 1esl19Sl u.i1rns1AHS It!• 

HARRIS FIRST 1964 EDITION - U.S. & B.N.A. Catalog 
contains hundreds of price changes and includes: 

• All major U.S. Postage and Airmail issues . . . 
PLUS Special Delivery, Parcel Post, Envelope Squares, 
Postal Cards, Offic ia ls, Revenues, Postage Dues. 

• Popular specialties such as mint position 
blocks, plate number blocks, mint sheets, perforated 
coi Is, booklet panes, first day covers, and other items. 

• Complete illustrated listings of U.S. Posses­
sions, Confederate States, United Nations and British 
North America. 

• Big "Americana" section - postal tributes to 
the United States, on foreign stamps 

• U.S. Stamp Identifier - fully illustrated book­
let. Use it to check your own collection for valuable 
hidden stamp treasures! 

AMERICA'S MOST WIDELY-USED U.S. CATALOG 

VERY LATEST 
UP-TO-THE-MINUTE 
PRICE CHANGES! 

160 PAGES 
2000 ILLUSTRATIONS 

New U.S. & B.N.A. Catalog - containing 
hundreds of important price changes - is a 
must for every collector. Compiled by expert~ 
of the world's largest stamp firm, this new 
HARRIS FIRST 1964 Edition contains 160 large 
pages with nearly 2000 clear illustrations. You'll 
find all major U.S. Postage and Airmail issues 
fully illustrated and priced ... plus Special 
Delivery, Parcel Post, Envelope Squares, Postal 
Cards, Officials, Revenues, Postage Dues . . . 
AND a big specialty section featur ing plate 
number blocks, first day covers, Americana, and 
others. Also illustrates and prices United 
Nations, Briti sh North America, and U.S. Pos­
sessions. EXTRA . . . Complete U.S. Stamp 
Identifier - a valuable section that quickly 
indicates the difference between rare and com­
mon look-alike stamps. ALL this and more in 
one BIG catalog for only 35¢! Mail handy order 
coupon below for your copy of the famous 
HARRIS U.S. Catalog - FIRST m 
1964 Edition. It's your best 
reference book, and most reli- 1 
able source of supply for desir-
able issues at money-saving 
prices! 

,---------------1 
I 

H. E. HARRIS & co. I 
Cataloc Dept. Boston 17, Mass. 

I Pluse RUSH me, postfree. the all·new First 1964 Edit ion of I 
I your 160 page catalog, UNITED STATES STAMPS, U.S. POS. 

SESSIONS l BRITISH NORTH AMERICA, including the U.S. I I Stamp Identifier, etc. I am enclosing 35~ . I 
I ••Ml ........... ....... ... ..................... ... .................... . ......... , 

I ADDIUS . . .... ....................................... I 
lcin~ ................. , 
I.!!'!!...;:;;.;;;;;:;.;:;;;;;;;;;;;;·:;;;;;:;.;:;:;;;;;;;;;;;;:; ;;;;;;::;;;;;;.:;.I 
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·~==PHILATELIC HANDBOOKS==~· 

Published Under The Auspices Of The 

Theodore E. Steinway Memorial Publication Fund 

No. 1 UNITED STATES. Z4c AIR MAIL INVERTED CENTER OF 1918 
By Henry M. Goodkind 3Z pages ••• 9 Illus •••• $1.00 

No. Z CORRIENTES. THE ISSUES FROM 1856-80 
By Louis Stich 84 pages . • • ZO Illus .••• $Z.OO 

No. 3 VENEZUELA, THE EARLY ST AMPS 
By C. W. Wickersham 168 pages •• • ZZ5 Illus •••• $3.95 

No. 5 UNITED STATES. R. F. OVERPRINTS ON AIR MAIL 
By Henry M. Goodkind 64 pages ••• 75 Illus .••• $Z.OO 

No. 6 AUSTRIA. HANDBOOK OF PRE-STAMP POSTMARKS 
By Edwin Mueller ZOO pages ••• 800 Illus ••• • $1Z.SO 

No. 7 UNITED STATES. THE TEN CENTS STAMPS OF 1855-59 
By Mortimer L. Neinken Z5Z pages •. • 530 Illus •• • • $10.00 

$7.SO to C. C. members 

No. 8 ROBERT MORRIS, POSTMASTER OF NEW YORK 
By Winthrop S. Boggs Z06 pages ••• Z4 Plates ••• $Z5.00 

No. 9 CUMULATIVE INDEX, COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
VOLS. 1-39 Incl. (1922-60) $Z.OO. VOLS. 30-39 ONLY (1951-60) $1.00 

No. 10 CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA. SPECIAL POSTAL ROUTES 
By Lawrence L. Shenfield llZ pages . • . 88 Illus •••• $10.00 

$7.SO to C. C. members 

No. 11 FRENCH COLONIES, THE GENERAL ISSUES 
By Robert G. Stone 118 pages ••• 8Z Illus •• • • $Z.OO 

No. 1Z CIVIL WAR PRISONS AND THEIR COVERS 
By Earl Antrim Z51 pages ••• 176 Illus .••• $10.00 

$7.SO to C. C. members 

No. 13 HONDURAS, THE BLACK AIR MAIL 
By Irving I. Green 3Z pages ••• 14 llluL ••• $1.00 

No. 14 THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF NEPAL 
By H. D. S. Haverbeck 1Z8 pages •• • 59 Illus . • •• $5.00 

No. 15 THE PONY EXPRESS 
By M. C. Nathan & W. S. Boggs 105 pages ••• lOZ Illus .••• $5.00 

·~=THE COLLECTORS CLUB=~ 
22 East 35th Street, New York 16, N. Y. 
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1964 MINl{US CATALOGS 

OFFER MORE FACTS ~J\ND FUN 
More Stamp Listings - More Illustrations - More Price Changes make the 1964 Minkus 

Catalogs an excellent source for philatelic facts. But they are also an excellent source 

for fun I From cover to cover you'll be fascinated by the spellbinding account of the 

events of nations and how they developed to create the world as we know it today. 

1964 NEW WORLD-WIDE STAMP CATALOGS 

Volume I - The world except E urope and coloni es $7.95 

Volume 11 - E urope and Colonies $7.95 

Paper-Back - Both sup erlat ive is•sues - same thoroug hly resea rch ed con t ent with 
helpful clear illustrati•on s. Each $5.95 

regional catalogs - handy and economical 

Brit ish Common weal th $3.00 Latin America $3.00 

Free Asia and Africa $2.50 Germany and Col,onies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.50 

Austria, Swi t zer land, Liechtenstein $1.00 Italy, San Marino, Vatican $1.50 

French Comm unity and Monac·o $2.50 Scandinavia, Bal tics $1.00 

1964 NEW AMERICAN STAMP CATALOG 

The bright, new 10th anniversary edit ion - 10,000 ent ries, 2,100 illustrations, 
296 pages $3.00 

FULL PURCHASE PRICE REFUNDED on any of the 1964 Minkus catalogs 
within IO days, if you are not completely satisfied. 

AVAILABLE AT THE COLLECTORS STAMP AND COIN DEPARTMENTS OF THE FOL· 

LOWING FAMOUS STORES, OR AT YOUR FAVORITE DEALER. 

AKRON, OHIO-M . O'Neil Co. 
ATLANTA, GA.-Rich's 
BALTIMORE, MD.-Hutzler 's 
BEVERLY HILLS, CAL.-J. W. Robinson 
BOSTON , MASS.-Jordan Marsh 
CH EVY CHASE, M D .-Woodward & Lothrop 
CHICAGO, I LL .-Marsh a ll Field & Co. 
Cl NCI N NATI, OH 10-Shillito's 
CLEVELAND, OHIO-Halle Brothers 
COLUMBUS, OH IQ-Lazarus 
DENVER, COLO.-May - D & F Co . 
DETROIT, MICH.-J. L. Hudson 
GARDEN CITY, N.Y.-Gimbels Roosevelt Fld . 
HARTFORD, CONN.-G . Fox 
HOUSTON, TEX.-Foley's 
LOS ANGELES, CAL.-J. W . Robinson 
LOUISVILLE, KY.-Stewart's 
MILWAUKEE, WISC.-Gimbels 
NEW ORLEANS, LA.-Maison Bl a nche 

NEW YORK, N . Y.-Gim bels 
OMAHA, NEB.-Brandeis 
PANORAMA CITY, CAL.-J. W. Robinson 
PARAMUS, N. J .-Gimbels 
PASADENA, CAL.-J. W. Robinson 
PHILADELPHIA, PA.-Gimbels 
PH I LA DELPH IA, PA.-Gimbels Cheltenham 
PITTSBURGH, PA.-Kaufmann's 
PORTLAND, ORE.-Meier & Fra nk 
RICHMOND, VA.-Thalhimer ' s 
SAN ANTONIO, TEX.-Joske's of Texas 
SAN DIEGO, CAL.-M ay Co. 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.-The Emporium 
SAN MATEO, CAL.-The Emporium-Hillsdale 
SEATTLE, WASH .-The Bon Marche 
ST. LOUIS, MO.-Famous B a rr 
VALLEY STREAM, N . Y .-Gimbel s 
WASHINGTON , D. C.-Woodward & Lothrop 
WESTCHESTER, N. Y .-Gimbels 
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WANTED 

IMPORTANT GENERAL COLLECTIONS 

SINGLE RARITIES 
as well as 

BIG SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS 

either for cash purchase 

or to be broke n up for o ur next international auction sale 

for which we are goi ng to p re pare again ou r famou s 27,000 

catalogues 

Please get in touch with 

CORINPHILA ZURIC H 
( Bahnhofstrasse 102) 

Switzerland 
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THE BIG SHOW OF 1963! 

A.MERICA'S FUTURE IN SPACE 

SPACE EXHIBIT: 

GEMINI SPACECRAFT 

APOLLO COMMAND MODULE 

LUNAR EXCURSION MODULE 

MERCURY SPACECRAFT and SP ACE SUIT EXHIBIT 

Manned Space Flight Exhibit of the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, Washington, D. C. 

EXHIBITION: 

United States and Foreign Stamps! 

United States Post Office Department Exhibit! 

Cardinal Spellman Philatelic Museum Exhibit! 

UNITED NATIONS Human Rights Day Exhibit! 

POST OFFICE BRANCH: 

United States Commemorative Stamps on Sale! 

Special A. S. D. A. Show Cancellation! 

FILMS AND LECTURES: 

Every Hour on the Hour! 

Stamp Production! Your Problems Solved! Travelogues! 

FIFTEENTH NATIONAL POSTAGE STAMP SHOW 
NOVEMBER 22, 23, 24, 1963 

Fri. & Sat.: 10 A. M. - 10 P. M.; Sun.: 2 P. M. - 8 P. M. 

71st Infantry Regiment Armory 
Park Avenue and 34th Street, New York, N. Y. 

ADMISSION: Children - 30c .... Adults - 60c, Tax Included 

Presented By 

AMERICAN ST AMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

,£ 
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Editorials 

The Cover Controversy 
Among the new trends in stamp collecting, 011e r ega rded unfavorably by old 

sehool philatelists is the unaddressed envelope, usually with a first day cancella­
tion along with a very large printed cachet prepared and sold by the trade. Phil­
atelists disapprove of them and see no reason to call such material covers. 

The popular demand for these unaddressed envelopes has reached a point 
where a first day cover that went through the mails and has an address is black­
ba ll ed. An addressed cover for the new generation of: collectors and dealers 
is an undesirable item regarded in almost the same light as a philatelist views 
a st.amp with a pen , revenue cancellation - worth onJy a small fraction of the 
postally used price and freq uently spurned as not wanted at all. 

What galls the philateli.<;t most is the very minor and insig11ificant interest 
evidenced by the first day cover collectors in the post.age st.amp, the cornerstone 
or philately. Th ey adm it that the printed cachet is the star attraction while 
th e stamp is of sreonclary interest to them. 

This is complete ly meaningless to the mature philatelist who has been col­
lecting· for man~· ~·cars. Through his experience, he knows the history of cover 
collreting. 

Stamp colleeting is more than 100 ~·ears old. But cover col lectin g· did llOt 
take hold until after this century began. It was the cancell ed stamp that grand­
father collected which , in time, aroused interest in a cover. With these, one 
had not only a cancellation on the stamp to study but also postmarks on the 
front and back of an eiwelope or the earlier folded letter. Cover collecting 
opened a new field and did much to advance phil ately. 

One cannot e ·cape the fact that the clo.se study of: the stamp is the top 
achievement in philatelic research and study. Nothing is as challenging nor as 
difficult and laborious as the study of a stamp 's printing and production. It 
requires a keen philatelic acumen and intense concentration with resultant eye­
strain and fatigue. But no written or oral description of this study ever can 
do justice to it. To hear a philatelist explain his printing plate studies to an 
audience or r eading a plating article is boring, except for a very few sharing the 
same interest. 

A cover led to postal history, a topic with much more g·eneral appeal. The 
cover lirlpccl humanize philately, broaden its interest and gained many more 
readers o[ philatelic literature. Thus, covers became almost synonomous with 
the study of post.a I use and th e posta I services. The story connected with a Civil 
vVar, Pony Express or pioneer air mail cover is far more thrilling to read than 
what has been studied on the stamp affixed to such covers. 

Came the collcetor ol' unacldrcsse<l envelopes to completely discard all phila­
telic precedent. Postal use - who ea res 1 The stamp - so what ~ vVhat was 
the required postage rate - why bother? Instead the new one disregarded all 
these to feast his eyes mostly upon the printed cachet , the fancy first day can­
cellation and the nice, clean envelope unsoilc<l by p<IBSage through and handling 
in the mails. 

Of course, a conflic t of views was a logical development. The seasoned phil­
ate list could not understand th e demand for unmailed, unaddressed envelopes. 
The new collector r esented this critical attitude, especially from one he pictured 
as an old fogey living in an i\·or.r tower with a passion for minutia - the un­
'attractive, little postage stamp and its countless variwtions. 

Controversy might have been avoided had philately created a definition for 
the unaddresscd cacheted envelope to distinguish it from a cover. As it is, a cov-
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er is a cover is a cover , r egm·dl ess of its phil atelic status. 
In voicing a eritica l a ttitud c toward:; the new method of cover coll ecting, the 

phil a telist falsely was accused o f dictatin g the ways of collecting. Disapprova l 
is not a sign of dictatorship. The phih1.telist told the unaddressed envelope col­
lector to continue havin g his pl easure. But he did object to the new coll ector 
saying that he coll ected covers in th e accepted phil atelic sense. 

Arguments still continue, a11d no end seems in sight unless n ew, distinguish­
ing definitions for cover s and nnaddre.·sed envelopes can be agTeed upon and ac­
cepted . 

Th er e is, however, one evident factor that the unaddressed envelope col­
lecto1· cannot esca pe. S tamp eol lec tions ( co,·ers included ) have a strong r e­
covery value. Of co urse, this is most vari abl e. Som e stamps, when sold , will 
r ealize prices fa r above t heir cost. Oth ers sh ow no price increment, while many 
se ll later below the original cost. 

Observers of phil atelic auction sal es (not th e r eserved bid mail sale t ype) 
see the relatively poor posihon of lma<ldressed , cachrtcd envelope.-; when sold at 
a ucti on. In r egard to r ecovery value, such ma t·eri a l does about the poorest. 

There is nothing basically wrong wi th this. P eopl e still can collect un­
adclrcssed, cacheted envelopes with gr eat pl easure. But from contact with these 
co ll ec tors, one :;ees that th ey are collecting under a delusion. They anticipa te 
th at th eir material will increase greatl y in value. No one has taught them the 
fa cts of philately . Furthermore, th ese collectors are so taken with their fancy 
first cl ay envelopes that they do not car e to listen to facts and r efuse to believe 
the-m wh en properly infor med. 

Consequently, the Yeter an philatelist is not impr essed with the " ignorance 
is bliss" aspect to the argumen t . 'Wer e the new collectors bett er informed , 
more conversant with philatelic knowledge, more abl e to comm and r espect, t hen 
eriti cism would subside. 

At this s tage, one matter seems certain. No collection of unaddressed , 
cachet ed first day covers will gain a top awar d at any reputabl e stamp show. 
As a matter of fact, the chances of such an exhibit winning even a silver medal 
a re not good . It is very questionable if the unadclressed envelope with its prin­
ted cachet ever will gain sta tus among the mature and experienced phil atelists. 

A Paper Dealer 

On a r ecent trip to Europe, at a phila telic dinner , it was our· pleasure to 
sit next to a successful wholesal e stamp dealer in new issues. T.h c entire evc­
ning .. s conve rsati on was about stamps and stamp collectin g. 

As editor of this maga zine and also a member of America 's Expert Com ­
mittee, our own views of phil a tely r evovlcd about the more studious side o [ phil ­
ately. In sharp contrast, this Europea n stia mp dealer was inter ested only in the 
comm ercia l end . The p rofit motive was his first and fore most concern. 

Despite t his wide dive rgence of viewpoints, t he conver sa tion was exceedingly 
pleasant and friendl y . 

At one point , a certain stamp issue was men tioned. W e happened to re­
mark that we had wr itten an article on this issue and tha t it had p roved r a ther 
popul ar . vVe inquired if this dealer had r ead it. 

H e r eplied : " No, I n ever have th e t ime to r ead any stamp articles. The 
only things I r ead are my competitor's adver t isements t o see the prices they 
are charging for stamps. 

" I have never s tudied one ·tamp," he continued, "and never expect to. " 
I r eceive my supplies in full sheert:s by lots of from 100 to 1,000. Th en , 
I break them into single sets or bl ocks or fo ur. All I know is what I paid for the 
s tamps and at wha t pr ice I can. sell them to make a fair profit. 
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"Certainly, I 'm no phil atelist in the true mr aning of the ·word. Yon know 
most of th e tim e I seldom stop eYen to examin e my stock. I guess that I 'm 
not eYen a stamp dealer , but a wh olesal e paper <l ral er ." 

14,500,000 Stamp Savers; 500 ,000 Collectors 
This column has often ehall cnged the statement of 1 G million stamp col­

lectors in the United States as a phony statistic. Nevertheless, th er e is hardl:Y 
a week tha t goes by without some American newspaper ot· ma gazine r eporting 
this exagger ated statistic as a fa ct. 

A number of phila telists have wonder ed about th <' source or such a h~·pcr­
bole. \Ye think that we ma~- h<tve com e upon it. 

E\•er~· tim e we go to the New York G. P . 0 . to bu~- stamps for our postage 
r equirements, th er e are peopl e in line ahead of us. And never ha Ye we fa il ed to 
overh ear th e following conversation. 

" I save nmnber bl oeks. I want to buy a foll sheet of the latest commemor a-
t ive stamps to ge t mine. " · 

This is not unique fo r New York City, but must be happenin g all over the 
country. Millions of peopl e sa y they ar e sm:ing stamps. They never say they 
eolle<'t stamps. Th ey probably haYe neYer seen a stamp album or ca talog. 
Hinges, tweezer s, waterm ark deteetors - a 11 the fun damental philateli c tool s -
arc n ot familiar to th em. They only sal'e stamps by buyin g a sheet of ever y new 
United Sta tes issue, i·emoving· the number block (as th ey eall it ) and then stor·c 
it j ust as a squinel buries nuts. 

Consequentl y, t here must be J-l./ i00,000 stam p Sllt '<' l'S in this eount1 ·~· but 
onl y !)00,000 stam p collectors. 
Collectors Club Philatelist e e e 
THESE BACK ISSUES are ava ilab le at the following prices: 

" Vol. 4 
* V o l. 5 
* V ol. 6 
"' V ol. 7 
* V ol. 8 
''' V o l. 9 
" V ol . 10 
''' V o l . 11 
''' V ol. 12 
''' V ol. 13 
' ' V ol. 14 
''' V ol. 15 
' ' V ol . 16 
''' V ol. 17 
''' V ol. 18 
•'Vol. 19 

( 1925) 
( 1926) 
(1927) 
(1928) 
( 1929) 
(1930) 
(1931) 
(1932) 
(1933) 
(1934) 
(1935) 
(1936) 
(1937) 
(1938) 
( 1939) 
(1940) 

* Only a few copies 

---

From 1926 to 1940 
From 1941 to 1960 

All issues 
July, Oct. 
July 
Jan. , Apr., July 
All issues 
J an . 
All issues 
All issues 
All issues 
All issues 
J an., Apr., July 
All issues 
All issues 
All issues 
All issues 
All issues 

$3.00 per copy 
2 .00 per copy 

Vol . 20 ( 1941) All issues 
V ol. 21 ( 1942) All issues 
Vo l. 22 (1943) Jan., Apr., Oct. 
V ol. 23 ( 1944) All issues 
Vol. 24 ( 1945) All issues 
V ol. 25 (1946) All issu es 
V ol . 26 ( 1947) All issues 
V ol. 27 ( 1948) Al l iss u es 
V ol. 28 ( 1949) July, Oct. 
V o l. 29 to 31 (1950 - 52) All 6 issues 
V ol. 32 (1953) All but J an. 
V ols . 33 to 41 ( 1954 to 1962) All 6 

I ssues. 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35th Street, New York 16, N. Y. 
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United States 
Mails To France In 1870 
The "Phantom" And Actual Prepaid Rates 
By George E. Hargest 

This is the story of a " phantom " ra te. There was nv use to which it could 
be put at the time of its creation and when it should have been used, i10 an­
notmce ment of its ava ilability was made to th e public. Yet the New York 
E xchange Offi ce used it. This anomalous situation was very conf using at tJ1 e 
time; co ll ectors han been conftrned b)· it evel' since. \Vhat it was and how it 
cam e about evolves as the stor y is told. 

Fig . I. A " Phantom " Rate Cove r showing the 8 cents credit to Britain . The 15 cents pre payme nt 
was probably intended to pay the old " treaty" rate . Munroe & Co. forwarded the letter to Berlin 
a nd prepaid the postage with two thirty centimes stamps. (J. Da vi d Ba ke r C o llecti o n). 

On December 31, 1869, the postal trea ty between France and the United 
States was all owed to expire without a new one being· signed. Th e United 
States had tried during nearly four years of negotiation to r each agreement 
with l<' rance, but the demands of the French were considered to be impossibl e 
and the proposals of the United S tates were rej ected. All direct postal inter­
course between the two countries was, therefore, suspended on January 1, 1870.1 

It was not until .August 1, 187 4, that a new treaty became effective. 

Arrangements With Great Britain 

Anticipating th e day when dil'ect postal r elations with France would come 
1o au em1, th e l:nited States signed three new postal treaties with Great 
Britain~ which included p1·0\·isions that would enable the "Gnited States to 
Hend letters to England from whence th ey could be forwarded to France und er 

1. Annual R eport of t he Postmaster General, 1870, p . 16. 

2. On June 18, 186 7, Nornmbcr 24, 1868 an d D ecember 14, 1869. 16 U . S . Statittes-a.t ­
Large, pp. 832, et seq. 
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existing Anglo-French treati es. Interest centers, of course, upon the pertinent 
pt·o\·isions of these treaties which were in effect on January 1, 1870. They 
were as follows : 

The authorized weight for a single rate was 15 gr ammes in the United 
States and one ha l r oun ce in the United Kingdom . 
The s ingl e rate for an international letter was 6 cents in the United States 
and 3 pence in the United Kingdom. 
E ach country was to make it<; own arrangements for t he dispatch of mail 
and any sea postage to be accounted for was to be r etained b y the dis­
patching country. 
E ach country was to account to the other for 10 cents per ow1ce or per 
30 grammes, according to the \\·eight in bulk of each class of international 
correspondence. (This in cluded sea posta ge). 
Each country was to account to th e other fol' 2 cents upon eYery single 
paid letter. (This was for inland postage ) . 

There js no r ea dy explanation for the adoption by tlie U nited States of 
th e met ri c system (gramm es) in preference to avo ir·d upois oun ces. Domestic 
ru,lps were based upon the ounce and local post office.'-i wrrr not equipped to 
weigh in gr ammes. All foreign rate information supplied local postmasters, 
thernfore, was translated into r ates per quartel' ounce, per haH ounce, and 
so on, rat her than being sta tcd in gr ammes. The above t reaties, as well as 
the Anglo-l•'rench, held an ou nce to be equal to 30 gl'a mmcs when it actually 
weig·hs on ly 28.35 grammes. This caused a discrnpan cy in rating between t he 
loca l offices and the exchainge offices which weigh ed in gra mm e.<;. Th e following 
tab le shows how the several treaties equated gTamm es to oun ces and the actual 
g ra mm es th ese rates repre.-;ented: 

Treaties 
Anglo-l~rench, 9/ 24/ 56 
Anglo-French, 9/ 21/ 69 

l. S. - British , 1 67-69 

Onnces 
(Great 

R rilai11) 
114 
11:1 

% 
l/2 
1 

SIN(lLE RATE 

Gramrnes by 
'L'reaties 

(France d'; 
U.S.) 

71/2 
10 
20 
15 
30 

A ctual 
Grammes 

( Local 
Offices) 

7.09 
9.-1:5 

18.90 
14.18 
28.35 

The discrepancy in rnting occuncd in this way. Assum e a letter that 
ac tua lly weighed 1-1-.G grn mmcs was taken to a loca l office [or mailing to a 
l"oreign country. Th e postmaster checked his rate schedul e and found the 
r ate to be for a lette r· not exceeding on e ha l r ounce in weight. His sra lcs 
;<; howed it to weigh in excess of one }1 a lf ounce (14.l gra mmes ) and so he 
cha1·gcd postage for a double i·11 tc Jetter. .r\Jt the exchange office, however', 
th e Jetter weiglwd not ove r 15 gramm es and was rated at a single rate. S ince 
the postage paid at the loca l ol"fices was always mor e than the exchange off ice 
c1·edit on these marginal letters, th e differen ce represented a " built in " p1·0-
Yision fo r o\·crpayment o[ postage. 

Although th e treaty does not provide for it in this manner,3 Postmastrr 
(icncral Cre-'-iwell got what he wanted, i. e., a 6 cents rate divided as this - 2 
c·e nts fo r th e inland postage or eaeh country and 2 cents sea postage.4 S in ce the 

3. Adual ly, t he sea postage " ·as on a b ulk weight basis. 'l'he U. R. share was, therefo re, 
arrived at by subtracti ng the 2 cents British inland postage from tl1e G ce nts inte rn at ional ralP. 

4. Ammal R eport of the Postmast er General, 1870, p. 21. 
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Fig. 2. A " Phantom " Rate Cove r o riginating in Eufaula , Ala. on May 18 , 1870. This cover bears 
a New York/Br. Trans it mark ing on the reve rse and the la rg e red " 8" o n the face . London a ppl ied 
its ci rcular "pa id " marking in red , whil e the trave lling post office from C a lai s use d t he black d ouble 
ci rcl e " Ang I./ Amb. Calais" ma rk and the sma ll ci rcular " PD " {pa id t o d est inatio n) mar king in red. 
These marking s t yp ically a ppear on "p ha nto m" rat e cove rs. (Lester L. Downing Collection). 

sea as well as the United States inland postages were retained on mail dis­
patched, a United States shar e of -l cents paid a transit letter to the British 
frontieL". 

On these transit letters it was necessary for the United States to credit 
B r itain with the foreign a.<; well as the British inland postages. The problem 
of giving Britain the proper credit for the foreign postage must have compli­
cated matters for th e United States Post Office. This problem was alleviated 
by including in the detail ed regulationsG to the treaties a schedul e of credits to 
be made by the United States to Britain on prepaid letters posted in the United 
States addressed to foreign destinations included in the schedule. 

'l'here was also a schedule o[ debits to be made by Britain on unpaid letters 
posted in the designated country addr essed to the nited States. ,These sched­
ules listed the names of 155 countries or destinations and beside the name of 
each was ·et the amount of the credit or debit. ot only did the list include 
those countri es customarily served by British Mail, bu t a lso those countries 
that were normally served by Vrench Mail. 

Th ese detai led regu lations were signed on November 24, 1868, about t en 
months after th e United States had sel'ved notice to France of: its intention to 
termina te the French trea ty.ti Certain ly, the framers of: these detailed regula­
tions wer e preparing for the day when direct postal relations with Frm1 ce 
would be suspended. This is suggested by the expansion of: the list to include 
those countri es normall y served by French Mail. But th e inclusion of France 
and Algeria in the list makes this a certainty. Set b side the nam e of France 
in the '· Paid Corre,o;;pondence" co lumn is "8 (a)." The "8," of course, means 
a cr edit of 8 cents, while the " (a) " means, " Incr ease by an additional rate 
fot· ever y 71/ 2 g ramm es, 01· fraction ther eof. · '7 'T'he1·e was no debit !'or unpaid 
correspondence. 

5. Br'it·ish and Foreign State Papers, vol. 58, p. 86 . 

6. Annnal Report of the Postmaster General, 1869. Notice was served on January 8, 1868. 

7. British and Foreign Stat e Papers, vol. 58, p. 86. 
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Fig . 3. A "Phantom" Rate Cover that the 20 cents prepayment was probably intended to prepay 
double the 10 cents "direct" rate . At the New York Exchang e Office , however , the letter d id not 
weigh over 71/i grammes. New York forwarded the letter, via England, as fully prepaid by 
crediting Britain with 8 cents . Although the mailer of the letter had no way of knowing it , a 
prepayment of 12 cents was all that was required by the " via England " route . 

The sa me " (a) " is set beside the name of Algeria with no fig ure fo l' un­
paid mail. It should be emph asized that Algeri a was considered a pal't of 
metropolitan France and all postal treaties (at least sin ce 1843 ) joined France 
1rnd Algeria as one contracting party, settin g the sa me rate for each. 
The Rate Denied 

'When the French treaty expired, thel'efore, a 12 cents, fol ly prepaid rate 
to France, Yia England, should have been immediately available. This rate 
and its progression should ham been as follows: 

:'.\Tot o\·er 71/2 grammes 
Over 71h, but not over 15 gram me· 
Over 15, but not o\·er 221/2 grammes 
Over 22%, but not oYer 30 gra mmes 

U.S. 
Share 
(pe r 15 
grammes) 

4¢ 
4 
8 
8 

British 
Share 
( per 14 
onnce) 

16 
2-1: 
32 

¢ 

T otal 
Rat e 
12¢ 
20 
32 
40, etc. 

It seems strange, indeed, that no a nnouncement of this rate ha s been found. 
It was carefully prepared for use at a time wh en it would not be used . Actuall)·, 
the r ate was avai lab le on January 1, 1869, but it, of course, could not be used 
until the l;'r ench treaty exp ired. On January 1, 1870, it shoul d have been an­
nounced to the publ ic, sin ce it was the onl y arnilable fully prepaid rate to Frcrnee. 
The public, howC\·er, was not informed of its existence. 

Except for oecasional issues o[ the U.S. Posta l Laws aml Regu lations, post ­
masters depended upon the " CS. l\l ail and Post Office Assistant" for l"orc ig-11 
r ate information. Although a private publi eation , it was officially recognized. 8 

8. "Postmastl•rs must h ra r in mind that t he fo1·eign rates arr )11 co11sta 11 t c·h:rngc .. . 
Any change that may occut· will from time to time be announced in the United States Mail , 
a mon thly journal, published in New York. " United Sta.tes P ostal Laws ancl R egulations, 
1866, Sec. 259, p . 38. 
336 



TH.G COLL ECTOHS C L U B PHILA TELLST, VOL. -12, NO . G 
Fig . 4. The latest recorded use of the "phantom" rate. This cover weighed more than one half 
o unce at the Cape Elizabeth Depot, Me . post office ( 14.18 gra mmes) and req uire d a prepayment 
of double the 10 cents " d irect" rate. At the New York exchange office {N ew York/Br. Transit, on 
reve rse) the letter weigh e d not over 15 gramm es. New York credited Britain with lb cents an d 
forwarded the lette r as fully prepai d. Th is is on e of two covers known to the author that bears 
a credit of I b cents . 

Tabl es of foreign rntcs were in cluded and dist ributed monthly to subscribing 
postmasters. Th e table for April, 1870, docs not show a 12 cents rate to l<' rance. 
Certainly, if th e r a te were announced, it should have been included in the table 
for tbat month. The entries for France and Algeria were: 

A lgeria , vrn England 
l<'rancc 

do , open mail , via 
England 

Not exceeding Not exceeding 
qiiarter ounce half ounce 

12¢ 20¢ 
10 

4 

Prepaument 
Compulsory 
Compulsory 

Optional 

The aboYc -± cents rate was a irn r t paylll cnt r ate to Fran ce whi eh pl'cpaid 
th e letter on ly to J~ n glan tP The JO cr11ts rate wai; desig ned as a "b la nket'' one, 
established by 1:;cc. 8, Act ol' Jul y 1, 186-1- , to provide servi ce to those co unt ri es 
not co\·ered by postal convention . \Vh en the French treaty ex pired , th ere for e, 
it \\"a S applied to mail conveyed direc tl y to France and paid the lettcl' onl y to the 
front ier. 

Jn th e case of' the l'atc to A lge ria, t he United States wa s doing what l•'rnnce 
was never willing to <lo, i . c., es tab lishing a separ ate rate to what the French con­
sid ered to be part of metropolitan J<'rance . 'J'he United States, evidently, viewed 
A lgeria as a French co lony (regard less of how France wanted her postall y trea­
ted) and she, along with other French co lonies, was accorded a rate set at 4 cents 
above the scheduled cr edit . H the 12 cents rate was announced for Algeria , it 
shoul d also have been for France. Obviously, the denial of this rate to France 

9. For a discuss io11 of t he .Jc rate, sec- Ma ck, Mi ll ard II., Uni ted Stntcs 4c P a r t. Pny­
mcnt Rate to France 1870-74, The Co llectors Club Phila,telist, YO!. 38, No. 4, (July, 1959) 
pp . 159-64. 
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Fig. 5. 10 cents Fully Prepaid Rate , via England, to Alger ia. When this letter arrived in Calais 
o n J an uary 19 , 1871 , Paris was still under seige. It , therefore, was nine days in transit from Calais 
to Oran , Alg eria, a rriving on January 28 , 1871 (the day Paris surrendered). On the reve rse is 
t he New York/Br. Transit marking in red, as well as the Oran receiving mark . The large credit 
" 6" was used until the late mo nt hs of 1871 , when the old " treaty" rate handstamp was revived. 
Early in 1873 , new New York handstamps showing a credit " 6" appear. 

was dclibcra tc. 
Why The Rate Was Denied 

The position of th e United States Post Office in denying this rate to France 
may be explained by certain events that transpired between September , 1869, and 
Jul~- 1, 1870. \Vhat these events were can be well established; why they occurred 
is obscure. On September 21, 1869, whi le the United States was still in n cgoti<1-
tion with the French and before the 1"rench treaty expired, France signed a n ew 
postal treaty with Great Britain that r educed r a tes and abandoned the 71/2 gram­
mes weight base. This treaty was merely additional to the treaty of 1856, chang­
ing only Article XIII1° of the original treaty. 

Article XIII, however , was the treaty provision upon which the 'Cnited 
States and Britain had based the 8 cent · cr edit included in the 12 cents rate. This 
article had provided that the amount to be collected in Britain on paid letters 
addressed to France and Algeria was to be 4 pence for every one-fourth ounce, 
or fraction of one-fourth ounce. Since 4 pence was equal to 8 cents, this amount 
had been agreed upon as the cr edit the United States was to make to Britain on 
J>aicl letters addressed to France. Th e additiona l treaty superseded this a rtiel e 
by providing that the amount to be co ll cetcd in Britain on paid letters addressed 
to 11'rance and Algeria was to be 3 pence for every one-third ounce, or fraction 
of one-third ounce. This change meant that the United States would now cred it 
Britain with only 6 instead of 8 cents and the total rate would be reduced from 
12 cents for every 71/2 grammes letter to 10 cents per 10 grammes. 

Although this treaty was signed on September 21, 1869, it did not come into 
operation until the ratifications were exchanged. Usually, this r equired only a 
few days and it was probably anticipated thait the exchang·e would be effected 

J 0. British ond Foreign State Papers, vol. 46, p. 202 . 
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long before the U. S. - French treaty expired. Nine months were to elapse, how­
ever, before ratification was achieved. The United States was, undoubted ly, 
prepared to place in force a fully prepaid 10 cents rate to France, via England, 
on the day after the French treaty expired. ·when that date arrived, however, 
the treaty had not yet been ratified and, although the exchange was momentarily 
expected, the rate could not be made effective. The 12 cents rate, therefore, 
should have been announced for France as well as for Algeria, but the United 
S1Ja;tes .apparently preferred to wait. 

While the United Sta:tes Post Office waited, a general confusion about the 
rates to France existed among the public. People, for many years, had been ac­
customed to place 15 cents in stamps upon a letter addressed to France and post it 
in a mail box or at the post office. Not realizing· the rate had changed, they con­
tinued to do so. A deluge of letters bearing 15 cents prepayments continued to 
pour into the exchange offices. They were, of course, forwarded with the first 
mail at the 4 cents rate, if they went via England, or at the 10 cents rate if they 
were conveyed dire0tl)r to France. Overpayment of postage was common and 
often inexplicable amounts. 

T he "Phantom" Rate 

Covers indicate that sometime early in l\Larch, 1870, the New York Exch<mge 
Office beg'an to forward some letters to !•'ranee, via England, by crediting Britain 
with 8 cents, provided they were prepaid with at least 12 cents. Since the two 
published rates to France were less than 12 cents, these letters were usually paid 
with the old treaty rate of 15 cents, or occasionally, with double the 10 cents di­
rect rate. 

'!'he rarity of covers showing the 8 cents credit is such as to indicate that it 
was used sporadically, rather than regularly. \Vith one exception, all covers 
noted were used during March, April or May, 1870, which gives further credence 
to the statement that the 12 cents rate should have been included in the table for 
April, 1870, if the rate had been announced. The exception is a cover used on 
J"une 10, 1870, from a small office in Maine as shown by Fig. 4. This cover is 

Fig. b. 10 cents Fully Prepaid Rate, via England , to Fra nce. This letter weighed not over one 
third of an ounce a nd re qu ired a 10 cents prepayme nt. New York c redited Britain with b cents. 
London marked the letter " Pa id ," while the travelling post office from Calais a pplied the Angl./Amb. 
C ala is marking and the oval " PD " mark. These markings are characteristic of the fully prepaid 
rates, via Eng land. 
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Fig. 7. 16 ce nts Fully Prepaid Rate , via England to Fran ce. Boston Exchange Office . Boston 
Foreign Mail "kille r" is markin g # 976, Bl ake a nd Davis, " Bosto n Postal Markings to 1890." Through­
out the period , Boston showed credits in red crayon. Th is letter weighed more than I 0 grammes, 
b ut not more than one half ounce. 

also exceptional because it bea rs a double rate cr edit oI 16 cents, one of two co,·c rs 
bea ring this erc<li t known to the author. 

This was, inJeed, an anomalous situation. Undoub teJ ly, it co ul<l be unique 
in postal histon-. Ther e \nt S no offic ial rate, but th er e was a n officia ll y estab li shed 
n cd it to Britain and an implied Cnitcd States share o[ -1- cen tl:i. Tbcre was a 
lnnnework without a body. Th e rate was availab le to the exchange offices, but 
unannounced to the public and unknown to the p erson mailing the letter. Yet, 
the intent ol the mailer was ca rried out, but only at the caprice of the exchange 
office. The illusionary nature of this rate suggests the term, ''phantom '' rate, 
as being descriptive of it. 

The Obstacle 

.Although it was ;111t ic·ipat ed tl1aL the ratifi cations would soon be cxe hangn l , 
an obstac le was <· neoun tered. 'J'hp Bri t ish la w r equired t hat any change in a 
sceo ndm·y stamlanl u[ lcngt h, \H•ight or capacity should br Jul.'· authenticated 
b.Y eompa ri son \rith th l' imp<·ri<1I standa rd ;11 that it s hould be mallc cffec ti,·c b.'· 
an O rd<•r in ('uuneil whieh w;1s to bl' l<1id bdorc both ll ousE's or Parliament and 
pub lished in th e l,o nd on, Edinburg h or Dublin (l azcttr. 1 ~ The Order in t'ouneil 
appears to li aYe taken so111c tim e lo scc: url', but was final ! ~ - issued on June -1- , 
ltl70 :16 

. ' \\'ll('1·cas !ht• l1o l'ds 01· tlll' ( 'ommittcc or the Pr iq· Cou nc il l'or 
Trnde ha Ye r epn•sp11ted to h<·I' :\laj t'sty that. in onil'1· to ·carry out 1 he 
terms oI a P ostal Com·c ntio11 \rith l,'rn 11 c:c, it is exped ien t that secomlar.'· 
standards of the weight ol' 01w-thinl or an ou11ee aYoinlupois, and two­
thirds of an ounce aYoin.lupois s hould be legalized ... " 

11. Th e Standards of 11' eights, M easures anll Coinage Act, 1866 - Section 6 (29 a nd 30 
Yict. c-82, sect. 6 ) . 

l 2. ibil7, SC'ction 8. 

13. British a.nrl Foreign Stale Papers, YOl. 65, p. 12 1:l. 
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Fig. 8. 20 cents Fully Prepaid Ra te, via England , to France {I 0 cents overpaid) . One can only 
guess the rate the mailer of this letter intended to prepay. At the New York Exchange Office , 
however, the letter weighed over 10, but not over 20 grammes, necess itating a credit of 12 cents 
to Britain. This is an example of one of the many overpaid covers of this pe riod. The "New/ Paid/ 
York/12 " marking is the old "treaty" handstamp which was revived la te in 1871 . ( Mel vin W. 
Schuh Collection) 

'rhe above Order in Council was debated in the House of Commons on June 
13, ) 870. :14 

" Mr. Crawford said, he would beg to ask the Postmaster General, 
wheth er , when th e intended reduction of Postage on letters passing be­
tween this country and ]'ranee has been carried into effect , it will not be 
fair and equitable to make a corresponding reduction on the postage of 
letters passing therough France by the Overland Mails to and from the 
East. 

Tl1 c 1\farquess of Hartington , in reply, said the additional postal 
convention agreed upon last September, which was to come into operation 
on the l st of next month , provided only for the rate of international 
letters and was not connected in any way with the transit rate payab le 
for mail s conveyed through France ... '' 

The ratifications were exchanged on June 16, 18701~ and, according to the 
above, the reduced rate became effective between Great Britain and France on 
July l , 1870. The United States, however, failed to announce the 10 cents rate, 
via England, to France, but sometime prior to J anuary, 1871, reduced the rate 
to Algeria to 10 cents. To what extent the decision not to announce the rate was 
influenced by the Franco-Prussian war is not known. Certainly, it was not until 
responsible government was re-established in France that the rate was finally 
announced. 

'l'he New York Exchange Office, however, lost no time in putting the rate 
into use. 'l'he earliest cover bearing a 10 cents prepayment and a 6 cents credit 
recorded by the late Stanley B. Ashbrook was dated June 28, 1870.rn The Atlan-

14. IIansa1·d 's P arliarnentary Debates, vol. CCI, p. 1944. 

15. Hcrtslet, Edward, Conimerc'ial anll Slave 1'rac1c 'J'rca.ties, vol . B , p. 54'.l. 

JG. Asliurook, Stanley Tl., Rpccial Scn·icc, Sixth Rel'ics, p. 5G9. 
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tic cable was then in opera tion and news of the ratification was probably received 
on the day of the exchange. Since any departing stea mer would require at least 
a week to reach England, the rate could have been used as early as J une 24, 1870. 

The 10 cents rate, via England, and its progression was first announced in 
the U.S. Mail rate table of November, 1871 . Covers showing its use prior to 
November , 1871, were forwarded b.r the New York Bxchange Office under a rate 
that was unannounced and unknown to the Joca l offices or to the public. After 
that date, th ey were forwarded by at least the New York and Boston Exchange 
Offices under a r egularly established rate. Because the 10 cents rate was finally 
announced and regularly used, wh il e the 12 cents rate was never announced to 
the local offices or to the public, the t erm " phantom " is ap pl ied only to the 
12 cents rate. Nevertheless, covers showing use of the 10 cents rate, via England 
during· the " unannounced rate " period are both very scar ce and of great histo ri­
cal interest. Th e few seen by the author bear a large numeral " 6 " used by the 
New York Exchange Ol'fice to indicate the cr edit. 

The progression of the 10 eents prepaid rate, via En gland , is as follows: 

Over 
Ounces G rarnm es 

10 
15 
20 

Not 
Ounces 

113 
l/2 

73 
1 

Over 
Grammes 

10 
15 
20 
30 

U.S. 
S hare 

4¢ 
4 
8 
8 

British 
Share 

(C redit) 
6¢ 

12 
12 
18 

Total 
Postage 

10¢ 
16 
20 
26 etc. 

While covers showing a cred it of 6 cents are not scarce, those showing cred its 
of 12 cents or 18 cents are seldom seen. 

T he Reported French Decree 

In 1956, the late Stanley B. Ashbrook indicated that he kn ew there should 

~c17~~ 
/~_), 

Fig . 9. 2b ce nts Fully Pre paid Rate , via Engl a nd to Fra nce. Th is lette r we igh ed over 20 gra mmes , 
but not ove r o ne ounce {28.35 gra mm e s ), requiring a pre pa yme nt of 2b ce nts a nd a credit of 
18 cents to Brit ai n. Covers showing a cre d it of 18 ce nts are rare. [ Melvin W. Schuh C ollection) 
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Fig . I 0. Prepaid for the I 0 cents per one-half ounce " direct" rate at San Francisco , this cover 
was found to weigh not over 10 grammes at the New York Exchang e Office . It was forwarded to 
France, via England, as fully prepaid to destination . The large numeral "6" (under the PD in 
oval) was used by the New York Exchange Office to indicate the credit to Great Britain. Only a 
few covers showing this large numeral " 6" have been noted . (J. Dav id Ba ker Col lection ) 

have been a 12 cents prepaid ra:te to France in 1870.21 Hill an<l Konwiser22 

in cluded a 12 cents rate to ]~'ranee in their table of United States postal rates to 
foreign countri es. ·what appears to have troubled student<; is the -fact that, whil e 
th ey knew there should have been a 12 cents rate, there were 110 known covers 
bea ring 12 cents in stamps and a credit "8 " to Britain. On th e other hand , 
there were a few such covers bearing a prepayment of 15 ce nts. H ence, wl1en 
Ashbrnok, early in 1957, unearthed a newspaper article in tl1 c " New Orleans 
Bee " of April 10, 1 70, which stated that the rate to France, via En gland , was 
1 £) cents, he believed that the information it con ta ined was correct. ~he sign if'­
icant portion of this newspaper article reads as follows :23 

' ' ·w a.shington, April 5, 1870. - By a decr ee of the Emperor of the 
l;irench, the postage on a letter Via England, of 10 grammes, or three­
eights of an ounce, from any part of France to any part of the United 
States, and vice versa., is seventy centimes, or fifteen cen ts United States 
money, prepayment not r equired either in France or the United States. 

" 
A thorough sear ch of all available sources that should normally contain the 

above decree has failed to disclose it. However, every published decree include.· 
the statement that it was ordered to be published in the "Bulletin of the 
Laws," which seems to imply that some decrees were not so order ed and, hence, 
not published. Iew postal rates were customarily made effective by imperial 

21. Letter from Stanley B. Ashbrook to Millard H. Mack. (Courtesy of Mr. Mack. ) 

22. Hill, George S., and Konwiser, H. M., Foreign Rates of til e Unit ed Stat es Post Office 
1847 ·1875, Stamps, April 13, 1935 - July 6, 1935. 

23. Ashbrook, Special S ervice, Sixth Series, p. 572. 
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decree and it is possibl e that this method was used to make the 70 centimes rate 
to the Vnited States cffccti,·c. If such a decree were issued, however, it could 
not have legislated a postal rate for tlw l'nited States. Under no circnmstances 
could N apoleon III ha ve made n rnte of 15 cents, or a rate in any amount, eff ec­
tit•c in the United S tates. That is obvious. 

Not so obvious, perliaps, is th e admixturr of fact nnd fancy in the article. 
If th e content is analyzed and the facts known t·o be cor l'cct arc segregated and 
cxtra ct·ed, t hey would r ead as follows: 

" .. . (1) the postage on a. letter Via. England . .. (2) from any part of 
Frnn cc to any part of the United States ... is 1-;cvcnty centimes ... (3 ) pre­
payment not required .. . in :F'rance . .. " 

Conclusion 

The numbered omitted portions ar e analyzed as foll ows : 

(1) Th ere is no proof that a decree was issued, but it is probable that one 
was used to place the 70 centim es rate to the United States in effect. 

(2) Since an Order in Council was r equired to legalize the one-third 
ounce (10 grammes) weight, Britain coul d not have al lowed this weight to be 
used in .April, 1870. The three-eights ounce weight is an enigma. One suspects 
that it might have been a bit of poor arithmetic on the part of the reporter, 
i C he had attempted to convert 10 grammes into ounces. 

(3 ) A fi f teen cents rate could not have existed. Tl1 c U. S.-British treaty 
pl'Ovidcd for a 4 cents l'nited States share of the postage and a British sha re 
of 8 cents. A 15 cent<:; rate would have allowed the U nited States a. 7 cent<> 
share. This was 3 cents in excess of the legall y established amount. Since th rr e 
was no lega l basis for th e excess, it would have had to have been constructively 
con1;trued as a tax. The Post Office Department does not have the power to 
levy taxes. 

Seventy centim es wa.<; equal to 14 cents and not 15 cents. Th e Post Offi ce 
Department was well aware of th at fact, since the exchange offices wer e marking 
numerous unpaid letters from France with 14 cents to be collected in the United 
States. These letters had been dispa tched by :F'rance at the 70 centimes rate. 
A 15 cents rate would have placed the Post Office Department in the untenabl e 
position of saying tliat 70 centimes was worth 15 cents on a prepaid letter, bu t 
on an unpaid letter it was worth only 14 cents . 

Despite the in correct information contained in the above newspaper arti cle, 
it does represent the only public announcement of a rate involving the credit 
" " to Britain. It certa in]~' required the efforts of a distinguished schol ar to 
find it . One wonder s how rnnny 1 G cent<; covers from New Orleans ar c in ex­
istence today because ol' th e publication of this newspaper arti cle. 
November 20th 

December 4th 

December 18th 

COMING 1963 MEETINGS 

- U.S. Postmaster Pro visionals- John Pope 
- Memphis Postmaster Provisio11als- Mr s. John Pope 

- Air Mails- H enry M. Goodki nd 

- Board of Go 1'<' rllors- Op t> n Hou se 
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The Clubhouse 

Meeting of February 6, 1963 

Panama Stamps Used Before The Republic 

John N. l\Iyer, specialist in the stamps or: Columbia, pre.sen tell tl1e progrnm 
for the meeting of February 6, 1963. Because oi: a misunderstanding, this meet­
ing has not been reported until now. l\lr. l\Iycr presented, both in the frames 
and on color slides the stamps used bcCore the estab lishment of the Colombian 
Republic in 1903. 

The exhibit fell into three categories : (1) regular Colombian stamps used 
in Panama, 1859 to 1887 ; (2) specia l issues of the national g·overnment fOl' use 
in Panama, 1887 to 1903 ; and (3) an issue of the State of Panama , 1878. 

Since Panama was an integral part of Colombia until November 3, 1903, 
the regular Colombian stamps were used to carry mail. Thus the cancellations 
employed in Panama was the subject of discussion in the first part of the lecture. 
An interesting· point brought out was that there were only two post offices on the 
entire isthmus - Panama City and Colon. Therefore, only these two names 
are found on covers. This part of the exhibit included the Colombian issues to 
1887 on and off cover showing the various types of cancellations used . 'l'he ex­
cell ent slides did much to make this material clear and understandable. 

In 1 7 the government at Bogota issued a series of stamps for use ex.cl u­
si,·ely in Panama, the Map stamps (Scott, Panama Nos. 8-14). This was done 
because Panama continued to use metallic currency while the r est of the coun­
try went on a paper currency basis. 'l'h ese stamps were lithographed at Bogota 
b~' the government's contractor, Demetria Paredes. In addition to the stamps 
unused and used on and off co,·er, Mr. Myer showed proofs and essays prepa1·e<l 
b~- Senor Paredes. H e also displayed what are usually refoned to as "reprints " 
of' this issue. Ilowe\·ei-, he pointed out that since these were made while the 
stamps were still in use, they should rather be called a "special printing." It 
is s uspected that they were prepared for philatelic purposes. 

A second issue o.l l\lap sta mps was made in 1892, engraved and printed by 
the Ameriean Bank Note Company. These also were well represl•nted, unused 
and used on and off cover. l\Ir. l\lyer also exhibited a comp lete set o[ die proors 
of this issue, and, what may be unique, a progress proof of the 10 centavos be­
[ore addition ol' lines of latitude and longitude. 

A provisional issue consisting of overprints or new values was made in 189-1-. 
nl r. l\ lyel" showed a considerable number used on <:ove r, a comlition in which 
they am quite difficult to come by. 

1'he climax of the lecture was a showing of the stamps ol' 1878 (Scott Nos. 
1-7 ) which is an issue o[ the State of Panama fat· internal use. 1\ 1 r. l\ lyer gave 
an elaborate display of the various printings, unused and used, and in complete 
sheets. A lso, he showed compl ete sheets of the r eprints made in 1890 and de­
monstntted how to distinguish the reprints from the originals. 

Another interesting feature of th e showing was a large number of co,·e rs 
or both the first and second French Panama Canal Company. 

Once again, we would like to point out that the use of color slides, a feature 
that is becoming more and more popular with speakers at the clnb, greatly en­
hanced l\Ir. l\Iyer's interesting and informative lecture. (Ira Zwcifach ) 
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Meeting of June 5, 1963 

Great Britain 

Facets of Great Brita in phi la f cly in f he Ill i<l-VieLoria n era was the sub­
ject p1·esented at th e Jun e 5 meetin g by ·walla ce vV. Knox o f: Oakland, Calif . 
His discussion was illustrated by more than 100 colored slides showing highlights 
o[ the twenty frames exhibited. The matcl'ial displ ayed was selected to show 
that ea rl,v Urcat Britain has som ething to interest every collector. 

Starting with the Bishop and Dockwra type marks and other early can­
Cl'liations, lVIr. Knox explain ed tl1 c early postal .·ystcm with its ineffi ciencies, 
high r ates and abuses. Then, he discussed Rowla nd Hill 's successful drive 
for postal r cfol'm, whi ch beg·an in 1837. This r esulted in outlawing free 
franking and doin g away with charges based on dista nce and the number of 
sheets of paper contnined in each communication . 

Uniform P enny Posta ge became effective on ,January 10, 1840, and on ]\fay 
6 of that year ·was impl emented by the \\·oriel 's fi rst postage stamps, the penny 
black and th e 2d blue, and the J\lulreacl~· em·elopcs and wrappers, which were 
printed by th e goYernment to scn ·c as prepaid envelopes. 

The method ol: prepal'ing and printing the lin c-cngravcLl stamps was dis­
cussed and i!Justratccl with slides showing all of the prin cipal varieties, including 
l'e-entTics, th e va r·ious l"la\\"s, doubl e let.ters, a· well as vertical a nd horizontal 
guidelin es. Tlleludcd \\" er·c ,·cry Jine copies o[ · ' BA .. from the ld r ed Phi te 77 , 
on e with th e ,·o i<.l ··A· ' and the other \\"ith the missing letter r estored, as well as 
the " OP-P C " error on th e 1V2d of 1870 and the Stock Exchange forgery showi1w 
the impossibl e, bogus letterin g " E S. " 

There were seYcral fr ames of'. penny blacks, 1841 r eds and 18-±0 and 18-±1 
2d blues. All of the black pl a tes were r epresented, both on and off cover , with 
examples of the Yarious J\la I te.<;e Cross and 18-1-± cancella tions. Items included 
were a superb pair of Pl ate 10 on cover and a cover dated F ebruar y 22, 1841, with 

f 1J I //11 f; //II /I( 'J 

( r}ji H'elti'1fl. ~~Jla£1, b tr.m:/i1l nut../11 1rmo1't' ll1t f 'n11m(. 

TL matched (Upper Right) Penny Black and (Lower Left) Penny Red. Both have Plate No. 2. The 
Black has part of the marginal imprint, while the Red has the full one. Also on the Penny Red the 
"T" shows doubled. 
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Mulready Caricature No. 12 published by William Spooner of London. Used from Harrogate 
September 17 , 1840 with a Penny Black from Plate 2. 

a " DC" from Plate 11 tied with a Maltese Cross and showing the Shaftesbul'y 
da:testamp on th e front. Anort:her bore a strip ol' six of the 18-U 2d blue from 
Plate 3 franking a letter dated September 17, 1844, sent by James Buchanan, 
la,ter Presiden t ot The United States, from Edinburgh by the Cun ard steamer 
Caledonia to his \Vall Street stock broker. 1\lr. Knox included a page of 
match ed pairs in black from Plates lA. and lB as well as matched r eds and 
blnes from some of the other plates, a block of six from Plate 2, a block of four 
and a strip of six from Plate 5. An unusual item was the '"l'L " position 
from Plate 2 match ed in red and black, both showing a full imprint as well as 
the plate number. There was an exceptional copy with Wotton-under-Edge 
1\lal.tese Cross on · 'IIE'' from Plate 8. 

Priol' to 18-J.O , en\' elopes counted as an extra sheet and thereby incurred 
additional postage, ;;o they were littl e used. ·with uniform Penny postage theit· 
use beeame practicable. l\lr . Knox showed two varieties of J. W. Buchanan's 
1840 prepaid letter sheets and the Houses of Parliament, House of Lords a nd 
House of Commons paid cnYclopes used for a few months prior to the intro­
duction of tl1 e adhesi\'e stamps. Th e1·e was a fin;t-clay Mulready envelope 
used on May 6, 18-tO, and one that slipped tl1rough the mail a clay ea rly - 011 

l\l ay 5 - wh en it wa,-; not reeognized and charged the usual 'l'ate. The l\Lulready 
section included various uses and a range of advertisements on the wrappers. 

'l'he 1\1.uh·eady was an innovation which created surprise and laughter. 
It was soon smothered out of existence by ridicule and caricature. 

The exhibit included a Tltac·kerny cat:ieature, l•'ore's Comic Envelope No. 1 
drawn by John IJeech used Jun e 2, 18-1-0 with a penny black, and postally used 
caricatures by Southgate, Spooner and l\lenzies as well as Punch ·s Anti-Graham 
envelope franked with ld red. 

From caricatures the exhibit went to Fore 's comic envelopes drawn by 
Doyle Brothers, a i·ange of Hum e's comic and musical envelopes, Lesage 's cler­
ical envelope and ocean penny postage, uni \"ersal brotherhood, anti-slavery, tem-
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pel'ancc, free trade, anti-vaccination, vcgcta1·ian society, phonography, evils of 
monopoly, Sunday observance and peace propaganda. These were followed by 
several frames of pictol'ial, commercial and exhibition covers, all picked for in­
tel'est and condition. 

Next came a frame ·with " Ship T_;etter " cancellations of the seaport towns. 
·when the early ships first touched land, the captains were required by applic­
able laws to delinr all mail to the postal authorities 

'l'he following two frames ·howed pictures of the early steamships and 
co\·ers ca rri ed by each. The first of' these was the 703-ton B & A Steam Nav­
igation Co. "Si~·ius," the first vessel to steam continuously across the Atlantic 
and said to be the first steamer to cany mail. It left Cork April 4, 1 38 on its 
maiden voyage and arrived in New York just a few hours ahead of "the Great 
'Western," which left four days later. Also represented were covers carried on 
the Brit·islt "Quee n," '"\Vashington,' ' "Sarah Sands,'' the four Collins Lines 
steamers and the " Britannia, " which inaugurated the Cunard ervice on July 
4, 18-J.O, together with a group of representative Cwrnrd ship . 

'l' lte ea rl y trans-Atlantic rates were explained and illustrated with retalia­
tory rate co\·ers and envelopes going in both directions, showing rates and us­
ages botl1 before and after the treaty ·which resulted from the retaliatory action 
taken by the United States Congress. 

Other subjects ii I ustra ted and discussed " ·ere the cm bos.-ed stamps and thci r 
usage, "Care of l\fr. \Vaghorn" coYers, both westbound to Suez and eastbound 
to Alexandria in the 183, -39 era, covers from Yarious countries showing I_Jondon 
transit marks, early registered mail, covers from the wrecks of the P & 0 
Steamel's " A\'a " on l~cbrnary 16, 1858, and "Colombo " on November 19, 1, 62, 
a letter from a prisonel' taken at the Battle of ·waterloo, the 1799 Army Bag 
cancellations, beli e\'ed to be the fii·st of the military handstamps. Last was one 
frame of l sed Abroad coYers, in cluding the mailboat cancellation "B57 " and 
a com bi nation cover used January 27, 1868, with the "C63" of Tampico tying 

Ant i-Vaccinat ion Propaganda cover from Dews bury postmarked Janua ry 14, 1879. 
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Cove r from Shaftesbury postmarked February 22 , 1841 with a Pe nny Bla ck stamp ca nce ll e d with a 
black Ma ltese Cross. Th is copy is from Plate 11 fro m which only 700 sheet s were p rinte d . Also 
t his co py is exce ptional with wide marg ins . 

a -J.cl 186!) \'er mi II ion to a cover to V era Cruz whi ch also had a p air o C l e 6 Mex­
ico 12c· g l'een stamps. 

This exhibi t and lectme fi t t in gly closed the Ci1-i;t half o[ t he 1963 program. 

Meeting of September 18, 1963 

France and Colonies 

The '' 'ranee and Coloni c.<; Phila.telic Society opened th e second hall of th e 
Meetin g p rogra ms at Th e Collectors Club on September 18th with a di splay oI 
phi la telic ma ter i•a ( tlHLt, in the wor ds of program co-chairman , 11.. D . S. I-Iaver ­
beck, " ha.'> not been seen on these walls in a long time." 

H e introd uced Cha rles B relagne, Corresponding Sen c1a1·y of the organ iza­
tion, who tl1 en took over t he meet in g·. Mr . Bretagne gave a brier htstory oJ: t he 
soc iety and its puq)()se. li e then introduced the spc-a kers. 'l'h ey were : Onslal' e 
1\'i ll en berg, wh o showed fi ve rra mes pel'ta ining· to the postal hist ory o[ l<' r anre 
fro m Roman tim rs to th e present ; Ira Zweifach , editor of '' Tl1e l<' l'ance a.nd Co l­
·onies Ph il a.tcli s t," who spoke on a t ru ly superb co ll ection oJ: the <: enera l C'o l­
oni<:>s o r l<'rnnee belong in g .to R obert G. Stone. Mr. S tone i::; t.hc aut hor of the 
exee ll en t Rtein way F Lrnd handbook , " ~'rench Colonies - 'l'J1 e c: e.nen11 I ssues." 
H e wa s l"o ll owed by Jan Hindler, who displayed what is probab ly th e moot com­
pl ete and high ly spe<" in lized co ll ec tion o t the 10 centime red Sower issue in exis­
tenee. J' li·. K ind ler fo ll owed himselt and s poke for W illiam J . Connelly , who 
un fo r tunately could not be present ~ 1 t t he meeting. l\fr. Connelly 's exhibi t , 
whi t h was both in the l"ram es and in color slides, was from his award-winn ing 
specializa t ion o r the Defi n it ive l ss ue - 1900-06 of Freneh Congo. 

Am o-ng the cxee ll r nt pi eC"es shown b.' ' Mr . 'Wit tenber g wa: an edirt b)· Louis 
XIV dated 1669, wh ich gave th e r egul ations, benefits and du ties of the po::;tmas­
ter·s of t ha t t ime. Ile a lso showed a lar ge n umber of the fa nC)' cancellation ::; of 
the 18th cen tury from such citi es as Pa ri s, 'l'oul ouRe, Bor deaux an d se,·era l smal­
lc1· towns. 

l\lfr. "Wittenber g also s pokt• o l' 1lw milita1·y postnl senire inangura<ted by 
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Iapoleon Bonaparte and sl1owc<l several inter esting cxampl 8 o[ letter s canicd 
by this service to th e far corners of the wnquerer's empire. 

Tracing the history of the French mails from the earlieRt days, J\'Ir. 'Witten­
berg also covered the origin and usage oi' French postage stamps. H e discussed 
the printing methods used to produce these stamps from 18-!9 to the present 
and showrd exampl es of th e various methods involved, changes of issues and de­
velopment of n ew designs. 

Next came th e Stone co ll ection of General Colonies. The five frames devo­
t ed to this classica l aspect of F1·enclt collecting was s tudded with r emarkable 
pi eces, man y oi' them unique. J\lr . z,wifach began his discussion of these pa ges 
with a bl'i ei' history of th e 01·igins of the postal issues supplied the Fren ch Co­
loni rs in thosr ea rly days. Ile explained how each issue ca me about and how 
finall)· in th e 1890's with each colon~- producing distinctive designs oi' their 
own , th e.se General I ssues at last fell into disuse. 

J\ li '. Zweifa ch di scussed the killers of " lozenges" of dots used to can cel 
ll H' SC' stamps from 1860 to 1876, pointing out that each post office had a differen t 
1 y pl' (sometim es sevcrn l ) which might be identified wh en on stamps off cont'. 

J\ lso d i'scusscd wc1·e the many shades and vm·i eti cs to be f'oun<l a mon g these 
i 11 1p 1·cs1ing issues which range :Crom th e issue known as thr " :Eagles," little 
square vigneLtes showing· a crowned eagle within a me<lallion , thl'Ough the Ceres, 
N;1pol ron heads and Sage and Alph re-Dubois types. 

Among the covers shown b)" J\Jr. Stone \ms onr l'C'marlrnbl e piece with hrn 
S11'ips Oi' fj\·e oi' the 10 centim es J~agJe , Cath Stl'ip C'On1ai11ing· 111c l'Xt rcmeJy Sl'al'l'C' 
sidl•\rise Ya l'i ety. A noth e1· cowr da tcd 1869 slwwNl the earl il\S t usage pl'e­
sPn t ly knO\rn of the Sage stamps in U na(lelon pc. 

1<;xtrc111el)- 1·arc were two covers locally uscrl in C:ua<lcloupr, each with a 
s11'ip o[ l'onr of the 5 centimes :Napoleon issue, a very SC'ill'CC stamp in general , 
an<l or which only 15,000 were Hcnt to that C'olony. Pl'intcd-rnattcr mail with 
tl1 c (l c1w ral Issues is also very scarce; th e rates involved use of the l centime 
stamps. Revera] of these items we1·c shown. 'l'he fo11·rnuhi-typc post card which 
lrnd to have adhesiYes affixed arc also diff'icult to find. l\fr. S.tone showed 
scvr 1·al of th ese. 

'1'l1 cr e were nlso CO\'Cl'S ca ncell rd b)- the anchor-in-dots or the line postmark 
or the Vrench 1\'Iail packets, as well as those of' British ]Ja cket;;. A numbcl' o[ 
<·overs sl1owe<l the spccia I reduc·ed ra.tc for mi I itar.r p ersonnel ( Co tTC8pon­
cJ;1 nc·cs d 'J\ rmees ) , 1and th e S]lrc· ial J>Ostmarks usrd to indi cate them. 

0 r interest was a coYet· with th e rare " (l PE" lozenge in use only one yea I'. 
Tn addition there were many , man)· coYcrs l'rom the small town 1)ost ol'fiel'S 

in ( luadcloupe and 1\l artinique, all YC I',\' diffi cult to obtain, as well a8 many singlP 
s1;1mps to show shades, val'ic1 irs and poshnarks. This most intel'estin g C'Oile<·-
1 ion showed much rcsc•;11 ·(·h ;1ml 1hought. 

Ml'. J(ind ler wi1h l1is l1iglily SJlPC'ializr d coll ce tion or th e JO centimes ]'(' (l 
Rower now took the floor. fl l' began with a discussion of the pri11tin g mP1hods, 
pla tc C'onstn1ction aml fl1e ;1111;1zi 11µ; v;1ricty o 1· inks and pa per u;;e<l to p1·ochwc 
these populal' stamps, whic-h i·pmain c<l in use from 1906 to 1922. H e also C'allccl 
attention to the several diffcl'Cnt <li es and rcworkings oE dies that were b1·011ght 
into b(' ing to meet thr t1·cmemlous demand for this widely distributed sta mp . 

Jn addition to the printing hi,-;tol'y of this issue, Mf Kinrll er discussed 
irnm c1·ons nn·ietics both old an<l r cccntl.v cliscoverrd. H e pointed out that th e 
So11·e r s1amp 'rith th e g l'Ournl beneath th e fee t , which is general])· acccptNl as a 
1·egular issue, is in tn11h an r mergency issue made from t he des ign of an un ­
a<lop1ecl stamp, a l'aet littl e know11 by coll ectors. 

To i I I ustni tc 1 his co rn pl cx issnr, 1\ l r. Kindl er showed bookl ets, sl1eet.s, bloc· ks, 
singles, cl ic proo l's, cssa)·s, origin a I d rnwing·s, post.al forgeries and un usua I usages 
suC'h ;1s cncasr•cl posta gr, biscets on cover, ove1·prints mHl c;111cp]J atio11s i'l'om 
m<lll)' <l i 1· i'Pl'<'ll t <'o tm tTies arnl l<' rench coloni es. ( fr11 Zw rifa('/i ) 
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Afghanistan 

Its Twentieth Century Postal Issues - Part 13 

By Frank E. Patterson Ill 

(Continued From Page 301) 

Essays, Proofs And Specimens 

Essays: 

CHAPTER X 

l•'rom personal observation it would appear that not many of the various 
types o [ essays pl'epated fol' 111 e 20th century issues have found their way into 
co ll ec tors ' hands. Of all that must have been made during the past fifty 
years, the writel' has seen on ly r ela tively few items and has been unable to 
lo<:at-e :rny others. 

Fig . 2 lb 
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.About Jrnlf o[ tJ10 clusi,·e essa~·s seen were prepared in 1931 for tl1c " ]st 
:Monument'' r egular postage series, and consist of prototypes :for the 10, 15, 
40 and 50 poul denominations (Fig. 216 ) . Copies of th e 40 poul value arc 
the commonest. The ' 'Bala IIisar " and "l\'Icmorial Pillar " motifs were ulti­
mately used on the 15 and -lO poul stamps of the issued set. These essnys 
come in th e fol lowin g states: 

Die proof o[ the 10 poul with a medium blue frame and sepia ecntc 1· on th in 
card ; 
Ditto of the 10 poul vignette in sepia on thin card 
Ditto ol' th e 50 poul fram e in turquoise blue on thin card 
Color trials cons isting or a bloek of 6 (2x3 ) in l'C\'Crsc impression (transfrr 
laydown ~) in th e center of a large plain backgl'ouncl sheet on medium WO\'e 
paprl'. The background is in th e same color a" the essay block and i" sepa­
n1tcd from it by an irregular colorless frame. Exampl es seen include sheets 
or the 10 ]JOU! in YC.netian reel, turke~- i·ecl and bla ck-purpl r, th e 10 ponl 
vig·11ctte !n dark sepia , the -+O ponl in deep indigo blue and the 50 poul fram e 
in turquoise blue; 
Plate proof' slwets of 36 (6x6) of th e 10, l:J nncl 40 poul in light turquoise 
blue on ungummcd toned batonnc laid paper with a manufacturer 's water­
mark; 
8imilm· sheet m; above of l:J poul in medium blue. 
Di e J>roof of 40 ponl nltcrnnte design in darkish chestnut on gummed " 'O\'e 
papCl'. Design is vertical rectangle with enlarged Yicw o[ l\femorial Pillar 
against a half-tone sky. 

Th e next interesting group consists of an odd assortm ent of: regular postage 
stamps of the 1921 thru 1929 issues surcharged for air mn i l usage. The over­
print (Fig. 217 ) consists of star-rayed National Seal, memmring 11mm overall 
with th e French legend " Postes A eriennc" uncl emeath and a new value in 
;ifghanis below. This legend is cm·ved upward on the vertica l format stamps 
but is in a straight lin e on those of hori zonta l des ign . On the 71/z afghani, the 
new clcnomination is enclosed in a scro ll fram e. Th ese items are very scarce, 
l'egarclless of their origin, and , ther efore, could not have been produced in 
quantity. 

After seeing the first thl'ec varieties, the writer considered the possibility 
tl1at th ese unknowns might r cpl'rscnt essays pL'epared by the Post Office about 
1928 for a provisional ai1· mail issue. Amanullah ·s pl'ogressive goYernment had 
a small fl eet of planes piloted by Russian 11\'iators, and air mail sen·icc wns 
pl'Obably under consideration pl'ior to th e r evolution. However , when one of 
N;1di1· Shah 's de l'initivcs wa .. <.; 1·p portt>c1 with a simi lal' snl'ehargc by ·w. R Boggs, 
an overpl'inting date 011930 0 1· la tel' was incl iea ted ( 11,ig. 217 a). The l'o ll owi ng 

Fig. 217a 

Fig. 217 
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Fig. 217b 

Y111·i cties luwc been seen: 

Fig. 21 
Fig. 22 
Vig. 18 
Fig. 12 
Fig. 1 

40 poul ultramarine surcharged in r ed - 71;2 Af 
50 poul ca rmine r ed surcharged in black - 7 1/~ AC 
60 poul bright blue sul'chargcd in rcd - A[l5A[ 
10 poul rose imperf. surcharged in gr een - 25 A 
60 poul gr ay bl ack sur c- lrn rgcd in r ed - 25 A 

.Another sca r ce set of air mail over print essa ys cxi.-;ts fro m th e same p eriod 
t·lrnt is even more baffling than the fi rst one. Tl1 c onl .' · re[er ence scrn on these 
is found in the anonym ous handbook " An .Airmail Collector's Notebook." 
But no information other than an incomplete list o[ Yarieties is given. Th e 
surcharge itse lf (Fig. 217b ) is composed o[ the sta r -rayed National Seal en­
closed within a double-lin ed circle measuring llmm in diameter with a shor t 
legend in Arabi c script above and the date 1931 repeated on each side. 'l'his 
legend , occuring both normal and inverted, is almost indecipherabl e but appea r s 
to be in Urdu rath er than l<'arsi. Below th e Sea l ar e the words " AIR 1VIAil1 " 
and the n ew value expressed in r upees. 'l'he following denominations arc r e­
ported: 

Fig. 19 
Ji'ig. ~ 
Vig. 16 

JO poul brown surcharged in black - 2 Rup 2 
30 poul dk blue green surcharged in red-3 Rup 3 
15 poul rose, imper f, surcharged in black - 4 Rup 4 

'l'hc " handbook " also lists th l'Ce other items in th is group, nam ely : " A IR-
1\IAIL " on lar ge format, on ton ed paper, perforated ; 6 rup on rose, long fo nrn1t , 
per forated; Red on dark g l'cy, per for ated. However , these descript ions defy 
r ccog·nition in the absence of the actua l specimens and tl1 e writer can provid e no 
l'urt·her drtails. Jn any event , the u.<.;e of Bnglish nnd th e term " 1·upct''' m11kl's 
th ese lnbcls highl y suspect. Jn the author 's opinion , t }1cy arc most probabl y 
pl"i va te pl"odu c·t ions rath er than go,·ernm ent essays. 

>';:: ( l•' ig-. 19 ) 10 po n l brown surcharged 2 afg Ill bln c-k, imper!" 
·'!· ( 11, ig-. 17 ) 30 poul dark green surchar ged 3 al'g Jn red, imped 
* (F'ig-. ](j ) l !J poul rose su r charged .t afg lll blaek 
:)(: (F'ig. n ? poul rose surcharged G a l'g· in ? 

Essays or the first definitive air ma il series were ma<le abou t 1938-39 and 
closely resemble the actual stamps. They are sometimes o f.fcrcJ as co pies of t he 
19.t7 impcrfo rntc set . H owever , their t rue character is r eadily appa rent. " ·hen 
it is noted tha t a ll. three denominations are the sa me i;;izc and measure 
21=),:'.'1mm x 3!il,!,i, mm. Only th e 5 and 10 afgha ni va lues of the rral llefinitives arc 
or this size whil e th e 20 afg·hani , as issued , is noti eeab ly smallcl" nm1 measures 
but 201/:!mm x 331/~mm . Minor design diffr r enecs will be noted upon c·l 0--;r obser­
vat ion. Th e most easily seen variations arc fou nd in t he lowe r e01·11c 1· value 
tabld numcrnl s and lett"erin g. Th ese are of r clati,·ely thic-k, rnr inble Roman 
type 0 11 the i · ~med stamps. On the essays th e.\' aJ"c ve1·y tl iin and a l'l' l"ormed by 

*''A u Ainnni l Collec tor ' s Notebook' ' 
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lin es of even width . The color s of the two lower denomination essays ar e br ight 
and match the issued colors. That of the 20 afghani essay has a decided olive 
g reen cast. 'l'he essays ar e well printed on a good medium white wove paper 
with a ver tical mesh pattern and come in imperforate condition . 

P roofs 

Wi th few exceptions, proofs of the 20th cen tury issues ar e not common , 
most ar e scarce and some ar e r ar e. Functionwise, they can be separ ated into 
three basic categories, namely: die or plate proofs in black or shades of blue, 
t ri al color proofs and fi nal issue color proofs. The majori ty of the proofs since 
l 931 have been printed on a special ungummed medium -hard white surfaced 
wove paper , whil e th e proofs of earlier issues were made on the normal stamp 
pnper· of the period . All were r eleased imper for ate. P aper and perforation 
exceptions are noted where applicable. The wr iter has made no extensi\'e effor t 
1o bui ld up a compreliensive group of these items and onl y lists her e, :for the 
r·econl , those pl'Oofs known to him. Some exampl es have been invalidated b)· 
crossed pen or pencil lines, or even by a p ostal cancell a tion, presumabl y to pr e­
vent their use for postage. In spite of this, proofs ar e kn own cancelled on cover , 
some of whi ch liave passed th rough the post, but th ese can onl y be considered as 
phil atelic favors. If the w:riter had so desired, lw too coul d liaYe ori gin ::tted 
similar exa mpl eR of such "postal usage." 

1 92-1906 D ef'i11 i tiue I ssues 
Pl ate pl'Oofs on standard colored wove tissue paper, pas ted on sheet.<> of a 
tl1in tough pinkish-buff paper and certified with a r ound bl ack handstamp, 
26mm in diameter , applied in the cen ter of each block of four subjects. The 
imprint is often blurred and resembles a bottle cork bl ot , but on clear strikes 
the colorless Nation al Arms and an inscription can be discerned. 

1909 D ef initive I ssue 
P late proofs of all values in dull bl ack on " H & J " waterm arked wove pa per·. 

1932 "National Council " I ssue 
Issue color proofs on the surfaced paper , both per forated 11% and im­
pcrforate. Comp lete sheet.<; of the imper forate proofs are not uncommon. 

1.932 D efi11 itive " 1st Jlllonum ents" I ssue 
Die proofs sin gles on thin card and issue color p roofs on the surfaced pape l' , 
imper f'o rate. Indi vidual denomin ati ons Oil the Slll' faced pa per· are ro un d 
perforated 11'%_. 

19!54 D efini ti i1e "211d ilfo1111m P11 ls" I ss 11 e 
Issue color proo rs on th r sul' l'ac·rll paper , imperfora t r. 'J'h e 3 afghani Ya lne 
is known pel'forated 11. 

1939 D ef ini tive I s.me 
Trial color proof oC the 1 afghani on the surfaced paper with the des ign 
pl ate printed in bl ack over a solid li ght r ose lil ac background pla te. This 
item could also be considered as an essay f'o r a bi-colored two plate prin tin g. 

1.911 23rd I ndepe11 de11ce I ssne 
Plate proofs of both value. in gTeenish in d igo on the surfaced paper. 

19.12 2-i lh I 11dependence l ss11e 
Color tri al of the 35 poul in dull yell ow g i·een on a poo i· grade of ungumrned 
and unsur faced wove paper with a distin cti ve mesh. 

1.913 25/h I ndependence I srne 
Plate proof of the 1.25 afghani in cobalt blue on yell owish newsprin t. 
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1944 D efinitive Issue 
Plate proofs of the 35 and 70 poul denominations in blue and darkish blue 
respectively on the surfaced paper. 

1932-38 N ewspaper Issues 
Final proofs in the various issue colors on the surfaced paper. 

1909 Official Issue 
Plate proof in dull black on '' H & J'' watermarked wove paper. 

1939 Official Issue 
Reverse impression die proof (transfer lay down ~ ) of the 45 poul in jet 
black on hard ungummed white wove paper with a crown watermark. 

1921 Pai·cel Post Issne 
Trial color proof of the 10 poul in turquoise blue on soft wove paper. 

1928 Parcel Post Issue 
Die proof of the 2 afghani in issue color on gummed paper. 

1929-30 P(l1'cel Post Is.me 
'l'rial color proof of the 3 afghani in purple on the gummed white wove 
paper used for the issued stamps . 

.1950 S111·tax Issue 
Plate proof of tl1e " Royal vVelcome" issue in turquoise blue on the RUrfacecl 
paper. 

1931 Postal Slation el'y - Postal Cards 
D efinitiv e "Nnm ernls" lssne 

Clicl1e proof of the 4 ponl in green. Vertical pair on thinnish cream woYe 
pa per. 
Cliche proof of the 8 poul in gray brown. Three vertical pairs widely 
spaced on medium toned wove paper with map of Khost campaign· on back. 
Plate proof ( 4 subjects ) of 8 poul in brown on very thin toned wove paper. 

Specimens 

So far as the writer can ascertain, only the 1929 and 1932 issues of King 
Nadir Shah were overprinted to indicate specimen status. 1'-,urthermore, their 
use as such appears to have been primarily for internal purposes. All Afghan 
stamps distributed through the Universal Postal Union, from 1928 to date, have 
been in normal 'issue' condition except for some of the said 1929 series. The 

.ove r·print on these consists of a 2.6mm high 0apit,al S, handstamped in purple 
ink. This S overprint was not equally applied to all sheets and generally only 
one or two values of the i·el"erence sets sent out by the UPU were so imprinted. 
'l'he 10 ponl denomination is the one most commonly encountered with this hand­
stamp. 

'l'l1e overprint on the several 1932 series consists of the Farsi words "batil 
shod" (invalidated) and it exists in several types which differ only in ovel'all 
length. It was machine-printed in black on final color plate proof sheets and 
on special die proof sheets apparently prepared for the purpose. The special 
sheeLs were typographed on both thin card and on an ungummed medium hard­
surfaced white wove paper. Two such sheets comprised a set, the first of which 
contained the die proofs of fourteen revenue stamps and five postage stamps to 
the 25 poul, while the second contained fifteen die proofs consisting of the 
balance of the "1st Monuments" series, the 80 poul "Liberation Monument" 
and the "National Council " set. TJ1e subjects were so arranged that the sheets 
could not be perforated with the line machines available. 'l'he overprint on 
such sheets measures 7.25mm. 

Many of the above specimens are found cancelled with the PM-2G type 
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postmark dated 2 .2.±6 from K abul. Th ese rome from a quantity of surplus 
sheets released from the files of the Kabul main post office in early 1946. 

Fig. 218 Fig. 218a 

TJ1 c following varieties are known: 

Ovcq n·in t 7.25mm lon g; (on <lie proofs) (Fig. 218) 
- A ll va lues of th e '·Na tional Council " and " 1st Monument' ' se L·ics on thin 

card, i mperfornte 
- Ditto on the surfa ced paper, imperforate 

Ovcrpl'int 9.25mm long; (on plate proofs ) 
- A ll va lues of tJ1 e "National Uouncil" and " 1st l\[onum cnts " srri cs on tl1e 

surfaced paper, imper forate 
- Ditto perforated 113,4 
- The 2 afghan i " l\Ionument" on double paper, perforated 
- Th e 80 poul "Liberation l\Ionument" on surfaced paper, pcl'f'01·atcd 

Overprint 10mm long ( F'ig. 218a); (on plate proofs) 
- Tlw 2 poul and 20 pou l on the 1mrfaced p-apcr, impcl'foratc 

CHAPTER XI 

P ostal Mark ings 

Th e Va l'ious types or nrn1·kings used by th e Afghan Postal Administra.tion 
on letter and pal'C'C' i mail arc few in number and straightfor ward in theil' em­
ploym ent. Th e following ca tegori es are or have been used, namely: plain ca n­
eell ations (PU ) , n •gular <latrd postmarks (J>M ) , special postmarks (, P 1) , 
transit postmarks ( '[' Pl\ l ), rrg ist I'.\' postmarks (RPM ), i·egist1-.v markings ( Rl\ l ) 
and postage dn r ca nrr ll ations (l'J) C ) . Tlwsc initials, togetlw r with a number , 
sel'vc as a rel'errnc·c to the mal'kin gs c1cseribed aml illustratrd full-size on Plates 
I , IT, III and IV in t l1e subsequent text. Rome of thesr can be fo und on l ~' 
showing usage M Kabul. Most, o[ the postal markings since 1910 have been 
appl ied in bla ck ink and except ions are noted where appli rable. 

' l'hcsc markings , excluding the Kabul rorrign mail postmarks intl'oclucrd 
in 1928, wer e monolingua l until ea rly 1932. Lest the Arabic sc l'ipt and num ­
cn ils usrc1 should tend to disroul'agc anyone f'1·om attempting to correctly p lace 
and date th e various sprrimens c11eonntercc1 , it· scrms pc1·.ti11 cnt to give a gcnernl 
l'('S Um e or the snbjcC't ]Jl'iOr to disC'USSinµ; the indiv idual markings t l1ernsclves. 
Determination of the point or orig in of' il'giblc impl'ess ions is thus facilitated. 
Till' number of post offices provided •rith ra neellation eq uipm ent befo l'e 1930 
wa s limit ccl. A list of those most comm onl y eneountercd is p1·ovided below with 
tlwir nam es shown in the cm·1·csponding A l'abi c 1;eri1>t.. Diffcrnnt type Jon ts 
WCI'<' r m ployed so some Yal'intio11s m11st. be <>XPC<' 1ed rrnm thr exampl es shown. 
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Converting Cancellation Dates 

The following Afghan post office names arc the ones most commonly found 
on the postmarks prior to 1930: 

K abul 

Qanclahar 

Jalalabad 

P eshawar 

H erat 

Thiaimana 

M:azar-i-Sherif 

Bokhara Embassy 
Mazar 

F er ah 

Charikar 

Kushk 

Gliazni 

Klianabad 

Garclcz 

Hq - National Forces 

C:hartin 

Turkestan 

Ta. ·hku rghan 

Qa.taghan 

~ts. J;l< 
~~-./~ 

).Vlk 
4'.)l% 
~../(. 

~~ 
• 

,,.:,..;,~""' ~~\A-J 
,,!_> 

JllJ~ 
~) 

cf;"· 
>401:> 
jJ,,f 

uf:J,J.J, 
C:J!:j• 

~ 
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Conversion of the indica ted cla tcs to those o[ the Gregorian calcn<lal', ltow­
eYCl', is much more complex an<l r equires a basic undcrsw mling of Afghan 
dating practices. Briefly , the Islami c lunar year calendar o( 355 days <lurntion 
\ntS in official use when the first <lated ca ncellations were intrnduced with the 
new year of 1325 A.H. (F ebruary 1907 ). The dates r ead from right to lcf't 
a.n<l the month name, in the center, was incl ica.ted by an appropriate abbreviation. 
This system continued until the end o[ the lunar year 1338 A.II. (14 September , 
1920 ) , when the Islamic solar calendar year of 365 days, whi ch had been gaining 
in popular [arnr since 1915, was adopted for general use by the government. 
The officia l change-oYer appears to have been scl1cduled for the beginning o[ 
so lal' 1300 (21 1\farch 1921) which was the 20th of Hajab 1339 lunar. 

Obviously, ,the ca lendar changeover was a ttended by considerab le con fusion 
a nd evi<l cnces of this are to be found in the postal markings from ]ate 1920 
through l 921. During this period th e markings may carry the lunar year 
dates of eithrr 1339 01· 13-to, or that of solar 1300. Scarce spceimens are known 
with the so lar date or 1299. Th e war 1300 was often indi ca ted bv the number 
13 f'o ll owrd b.' · a blank space inst ~ad of th e co tTcrt two Arabic z

0

cro dots. E x­
ampl es arc not uncommon of mixed lunar a nd so lar calendar indica, so car e 
must be exrrcised in correctly recognizing and elating these. 

By the end or 1921 most Afghan post offices had recei,·eLl and placed in use 
the so lar month inclica , and postmark elating· thcrca f'ter gcncrnlly presents no 
dif'f'ieulti rs. In 1922, for some reason , probabl~· political, the extra-trl'ritol'ial 
post ofTiec at P eshawar departed from the newl .' · established standard and re-in­
troduced the lunar calendar elating in all its markings. This anomaly contin­
ued until 1925, wh en public mailings through that office ceased. The only other 
reported d,eviation from the solar calendar is understood to have taken place at 
Kabul under the r ebel Amir in 1929. His r ei0 ·n lasted from Shah 'ban, 1347 
to J amacli I , 1348 ( J ahcli 1307-1\Iizan 1308) (January - October 1929 ), and these 
hmar year elates were used on the OYerprintecl ·tamps and coins of the Saqao 
regime. Their use in the postal marking·s would appear to be a reasonable 
assumption, but evidence is lacking. 

To r ecapitu late; the lunar year is ten to eleven days shorter than the solar 
~·ear, so Islamic lunar dates 11 cver coincide with the same Islamic solar or Gre­
gorian dates of the preceding or subsequent year . Therefore, when c01wcrting 
dates from the lunar to the Gregorian calendar, it is first necessary to know 
when the parti cular lunar year started, and to balance the appropriate number 
of lunar month days agai nst those o( th e Gregorian. Conversely, since the Is­
lam ic solar and U l'rgorian years a 1·c eq ui va lent in length, and th e corresponding 
annua l claites coincide, except dm·ing leap ~-ca rs , the.'· can be compared to caC'h 
other by us ing the :formula of l / 1/ 1300 A.H. equals 21 / 3/ 1921 .A.D. , and th en 
adding to or subtracting from caC'h side the same number of years, montl1s 
and / or days. Comprehensive itabl rs arc included at the end of this chapter that 
will enable t he interested collccto1· to dctcnnin e precisely the Orcg·orian u. age 
dates o [ cancelled stamps and co,·crs. 

Regular Postmarks 

Returning to the subject or the postal markin gs themselves, we find that al ­
though the extra-ten·itorial post office at Peshawar used its own special round 
postmark during the Sher Ali period (1871-78), the first general Afghan can­
eell ation was not introduced until about 1 91. This can cel (type PC-1 ) , was 
continued in use lmtil 1906. Examples occasion,all.v ar e seen on stamps of the 
1907 and 1909 series. It was also employed as a precancel to indicate "postage 
paid " on envelopes mailed durin g ce rtain periods in 1903 and 1906 (PSA ) 
when postage stamps were not available. Sepia. and dull violet inks were often 
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f: 3 /\ : 8 
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0: 5 
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PC-I Arabic Numerals PC - 1)( 

/ 

PM-2 PM-3 PM-3A 

_ o~ 
1 1rrA ~ rr 
t.J~_ 

PM-2X RPM-4 TPM- 5 

/~ 
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(_f~ I . · I .. 
.._..___ . . . ··- -
't. '1 1 r : -·- :_., 

lf.61\q 

~.J 
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LJJ.f5t 
TPM-SA RPM-6 SPM-7 

POC-9A Po e.- qe POC-10 
Plate I 
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SPM-8 
Pbc:-10 

Plate II 

utilized. The S<[ Uarcd diamond dm;ign oi tli is cancel is rather unusual and has 
been rcl"cncd to as the "batila" on the basis that the dccorafo·c side bars arc 
form ed by the wonl "batil" (invalid) in Kufic caligraphy. The writer regards 
them arc merely ornaments. A wide range of colors can be found, but can 
gen em I ly be grouped into four classifications; black mixtures, reds ranging from 
brick ito orange, blues b lending from greenish to dark, and purpl es shading to 
magentas. Other colors appear to be accidental mixtures of the above. Several 
cou ntcrJcits o[ this cancellation ha\·e been made and they are often seen in dull 
g rey plll]Jle or dirty greyish black, as ·well as in other colors. PC-1 is a typical 
examp le o[ these fraudu lent marks. 

O\'al r egular postmarks (types PM-2 and Pl\I-3 ), made their appearance 
\ri th the cngra Yed postage series in l\Iuharram, 1325 ( Pebruary 1907 ) . Type 
PM-2 was issued to all central and major regional post offices and remained the 
standard cance ller until replaced by type PM-24 in 1932. The inscription at 
the top r eads "Batil ·hod " (cancelled ) and the name of the post office appears 
at the bottom. The elate lin e has the clay on the right, the year on the left, and 
the month nam e abbreviaition in the center. Year elates from 1325 to 1348 are 
lunar calendar, while those from 1299 thru 1314 are solar calendar. Post­
ma rks elated 1325 to 1327 are found in all the colors noted under type PC-1 ; 
with later dates they arc usually in black. Examination of SC\'eral hundred 
examples does not con firm previous suppositions that each province em ployed 
a separate color to show or igin. On tl1e contra ry, the evidence indicates tliat the 
Yarious colol's denoted the type ·of sc1·vicc performed or provided. Th e writer ·s 
conclusion is that each post office, prior to 1910, used black on originating, blues 
011 transit, purples on in coming mail for local delivery, and r eds on registered 
mail. 

Replacement canccll crn were prodded as nccclccl during the long period that 
type Pl\ l-2 wa.<; in use and mino1· variations can be noted. Similarly, different 
date numeral indica and month l"ont ca n be recognized by the specialist. A 
l'airly g·ood coun1crfcit of th is type with Kabul imprint, sec Pl\I-2x, was made 
in the carl.v 1930's. It is not uncommon and can be found on all postal issues 
rrom the 1907 to the 1931 issues, ilS has bee n noted j)l'CYiousJ~- . The date on 
this eoun tcrteit ncYcr Yaries, i·eading 2:) l\[uha l'l'am 1321 (April 1903 !) , thereby 
a11ticipa.ting th e appearance o[ the genuine postmark by four years. The writer 
lias on h· ·cen it in black. 

T.\-·pc PM-3 was apparently issued to the main post office at Kabul only. 
It differs from the standard t~·pc PM-2 in that the in scription at the top reads 
"l\[uhr dak khana " (l\Cark of the Postal Service) instead of " batil shod,'' the 
month name abbreviation is in parenthesis, and stars appear before and after 
t he name " Kabul. " Normal ink color practices were followed. This foreign 
mail cancel was r eplaced in 1916 by a somewhat similar one (type Pl\I-3A ), 
which ha.s the same inscription but is without the parentheses and stars. This 
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Fig. 219 . Typical example of 1909- 1929 postal markings usage . Cover mailed at the Bokhara 
Postal Agency in Mazar-i-Sherif on 17 Jamadi I, 1338 (7 Fe b . 1920). Stamps canceled with stand­
ard oval postmark and registration status indicated by rectangular registry postmark. Recei pt at 
Kabul on 3 Jamadi II (2b Feb.) noted by round transit marking on stamps. Similar marking on left 
shows final receipt in Peshowar on 12 Jamad i 11 (8 March) . (Cou rtesy of Ma jo r Adri a n Ho pkins) 

latter was withdrawn about 1921, being rarely fo und in any color exeept black. 
Two new supplementary postal markings came into serviee about rnid-1909 

and , wiith their introduction, the use of the many different eolored inks prac­
ticall y ceased. The rectangular marking ( type RPM-4 ) is inscribed " Rej is­
tl'y " at the top and the post office name is at the bottom. It was normally 
impressed on the envelope in conjunction ·with the regular oval postmark, and 
only rarely used as a cancel. Th e round marking (types TPM-G and TPMGA ) 
inscribed " Reseed " (Received) at the top, was normally backstamped on in­
coming or ;transit mail. It seems to have been used only as a postmark on 
stamps r eaching the post office un cancelled. This practical visual r ecogniti on 
system, with ·oval regular, rectangular registry, and round transit postal mark­
ings, continued in general use for nearly twenty years and greatly simplifies 
eorrect phi latelic id entification and cJ.assification. 

About May, 1913 a large registry mark with more sharply angled eorners 
(Type RPM-6 ) appeared on covers from Mazar and P eshawar. The wr iter ha s 
no evidence of its use in Kabul prior to October, 1918. This type u ltim ately 
r eplaced those handstamps of tl1e previous design as they were r etired by the 
individual post offices. This marking is fairly common on the various stamp 
issues .through 1931. It was apparently intended to be used as a cancell at ion 
on registered mail instead of the r egu lar postmai·k. After 1929 it occurs oftener 
in blue or green ink than in black. 

An elusive non-standard rectangular cancellation (type SPl\'I-7 ) is occasion­
ally seen on stamps of the 1918 and 1921 series in blue, purple 01· black. The 
inscription, colorless against a solid ba ckground, reads "Sh uh beh posteh - ha­
sar H akumat - Larnqahn - 1298 " (Postal Section - Covernment House - Lam­
qahn - 1298) . The Lamqahn district, better known as Laghman, had no post 
office of its own prior to the late 1930 's, and local mail was normally handled 
through J alalabad, some 20 miles or more away. 

The Laghman region contains beautiful wild mountain country and it was 
very popular with the ro:yal court for resort and hunting activities during the 
first quarter of the 20th century. On uch outing» a postal clerk was in at­
tendance to service the court correspondence. His headquarters was probably 
in the old citadel at Kalat-us-Saraj. Long lacking a postmark, it would be 
practical for some progressive clerk to have one made locally. The plain design, 
learned phrasing, and early official use of the Islamic solar calendar date of 
1298 ( 1919 ), suggest such origin. The latest dn ted usage of this cancel seen by 

(Text Cn11tinuPd on Page 364) 
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RM - 28 RM-29 

[ R r~~boUI 1 
RM-30 RM-31 
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"-..---~·'·--~ RM -3l 

R~· ZCfA 
Pl ate IV 
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Afghanistan (Continued from Page 362) 

the writer was on a cover backstamped at J alalabad in lVIizan 1303 (Ocit. 192-±), 
but it was probably employed through 1926. 

Type SPlVI-8 is representative of a group of special circular postal markings 
that occasionally ar e found on both regular and official stamps from about 1919 
through 1930. E arlier usage is possible. The round designs of varying sizes 
consist of a pattern of colorless lettering on a solid ba-ckground and are known 
handstamped in purple, green and black. The impressions are usually blurred 
a n<l impossible to fully decipher. The writer is of the opinion , based on cover 
evidence and the scarce 1·eadablc Farsi wor<l, tlmt these arc military field post 
c;rnccll a ti ons. 

(To Be Continued) 
Uncommon 

Of Common 

Use 

Stamps 
What our readers wish to see is a properly usecl cover l1aving- a common stamp that 

ca~alogs for $10 or less. But on cover this item's value is many times the standard catalog 
price for the stamp off cover, either unused or used. 

You may own such material. T hen it is hoped that you will send it to The Editor, 
Collectors Club Philatelist, 22 East 35 Street, New York 16, N. Y. 

United States 

le Postage Stamp Used As A Carrier Stamp 

/..: 

,. ,. 

(Photo by Bout re ll e) 

This coyer postmarked "Brooklyn, N. Y. J1anuary 23, 1861" has on it both 
a 1-eent blue and 1a, 3-ecnt red of the 1857-61 issue. 

The r eason for the 1-cent stamp was to prepay the Carrier Fee, so that it 
took this l etter to the P ost Office in Brooklyn, N. Y. The 3-cents stamp, of 
course, carried .th is cover from Brooklyn , N. Y. to Oswego, N. Y. 
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United States 
The 1851-57 Twelve Cent Stamp - Part 6 

By Mortimer L. Neinken 

( Co 11ti11u ed From Page 288) 

Supplement ing th e above, arc some additional facts. 28R3 is one of th e best shift s 
on the plate. 

The spacing between 18R3 and 28R3 is about Y-1 11f, whereas, the spacing hori zon­
tally always measures at least Ys :MM. 

The blur on 58R3, 48R3 and 38R3, in the "S" of "U. S." is located in exactly the same 
place on each of these stamps, a nd th erefore was sur ely t he res ult of som e fore ig n sub­
stance that adhered to the r elief, and thi s sam e r eli e f rocked three adj oining positions 
in a vertical row. 

No. 8R3 is the regulati on distance of Ys MM above 18R3, bu t s till it m eas ures about 
0 .l\l.l\f be low 7R3 and 9R3. 

\ Vhy Toppan Carpente r used a one r elief roll in making P late 1 of th e tw elve cen t 
in 185 1, wh e n th ey we re u sing three reli ef roll s t o make oth e r pla tes, and why thi s firm 
nine years later use d a one reli ef ro ll to make a s imilar 12 ce nt pla te, when they were 
using multiple reli ef roll s in making oth er p lates, ca nn ot be expla in ed by us at thi s time. 
lt is logical t o supp ose that the sam e One Reli ef Roll used in 185 1 was again u sed in 1860. 

From Plate 3 come th e varieties of the 12c s tamps, known as "double s1de lin es." 
It has been incorrectly sta ted in articles in the past that these doubl e side lin e stamps 
come fr om both th e r ight and lef t panes of Plate 3, "but th e par tia l r econstruction of thi s 
plate by Col. Tracy virtual ly proves that a ll such var ieti es orig inate only from th e left 
pane. These extra s ide lin e varieties are the res ul t of vertical lines ruled from th e top 
to th e bottom of the plate, and w hile not always continuous, they ge ne1·ailly a1·e found 
exte nding the full length of the stam p. 

It is be lieved that eac h posi ti on in the third ver tical row had an extra line to the 

Fig . 55. (Posi t ions 93 a nd 94l3 ) , 
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right of th e rig ht ·Out sid e fra me lin e, a nd each pos ition in th e fourth vertical row had a n 
extra lin e t o th e le ft of th e lef t outs ide fra m e lin e. 

Thus two extra vertical lin es w er e ruled betwee n th e 3rd and 4th vertical rows. 
The di stance of th ese extra lines vari es fr om what appears t o be on some copies a s a 
doub led a ppeara nce o f t he fram e lin e t o Ys MM (Fig ure 55). 

B oth of th ese extra lines are o f about th e same thickn es•s as th e ou ts ide fram e lin es. 
On som e o f th e pos iti on s in th e four th vertical row th e extra line is so close t o the 

out sid e lef t fram e lin e, th a t it has th e appearance in sing le copi es o f a n attem pt t o r ecut 
th e fram e line; how ever, such wa s not th e ca·se. (Fig ure 55 ). 

Between the 7th a nd 8th ve rti cal row s of th e l•eft pan'e is a sing le lin e, w hich w e 
believe run s fr om th e t op t o th e bott om of th e pla t e. Thi s line m ea sures fr om Y, t o 
:J;4 MM t o th e r ig ht of the right fra m e line of stam ps in th e 7th row, and about l Y, MM 
fr om stamp s in th e eig hth row, and is hea vier than th e other extra lin es, and th erefo re 
heavier than th e sid e lin es of the stamps. 

Fig ure 56 show s part of a bl ock of 4 which includes 87L3, 88L3, 97L3, and 98L3. 

Fig. 56 
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The extra line can be distinguished in the cut just to the right of th e perforations. 
This extra lin e is very simil ar to the ce nt er pane lin e, as the distance between the righ t 
and left pa nes measures on ly l }:j to l Y, MM, which is less than th e distance between 
certa in vertical rows o n th e pl a te. 

ln referen ce to th e Ce nte r L'n c of the plate, thi s line is Jieavily drawn , especially 
so at the bottom, and measures % to % MM from stamp s in th e rig ht pane, and YB t o 
l MM from stamps in the left pane. (Figure 57). 

Fig . 57 

There is a sl ight break in the Center Linc at th e top, oppos ite th e top of th e s tamps 
111 the top row. 

Stamps showing the Center Linc generally show a straigh t edge at right or left 
along the Center L in c, whereas, stamps from the 7th and 8 th vertical rows are always 
perforated.* 

Thus it will be noted that out of every 200 s tamps printed from Plate 3, there were 
30 copies which had ex tra side lin es exclusive of th ose showing the regular pane or 
Center Line. 

We do not know at this time why these extra lines were drawn on th e plate. 
While the reconstruction of the plate is not complete, the distribution of ,the g uid e 

dots seems to be as fo ll ows: 
Dots are found in or near the lower right hand corner of nearly all positions. except 

I he 10th vertical rows of each pa ne.** 
This confirms our th eory that Plate 1 was rocked from top to bot to m and Plate 3 

from bottom to top, as dots in the top row of Plate 1 are above the upper right and left 
corners of the designs, with no clots below the positions in the bottom row, whereas, on 
Plate 3, dots arc foun d below the lower right corner of the design of th e bottom r ow 
and also in the top row, but no dots a re found above th e designs in th e latter row. 

The clots on Plate 3 are not cons istent in size, shape, or position, but vary g reatly. 
Another point confirmi ng our theory regarding how the two plates were rocked is 

as follows : Plate One has the greatest number of shi fts in th e top row, whereas Plate 
Three has the greatest number in the bottom row. 

The principal sh ifts on Plate 3 are 8R3, 28R3 (Fig ure 58), 38R3, 92R3 (Figure 59), 
9SR3, 98R3 (Fig ure 60), a nd 92L3. S hi ft 92R3 is the m os t pronounced on th e plate. 
Ot her minor shi fted transfers have been not ed, but their positions are unkn ow n at thi s 
time, due to the fact that the reconstruction of th e plate has not been complet ed. 

*Refers to the extra vertical lines between the two rows. (M. L. N.) 

**There are no guide dots on the designs of the tenth vertical row of the right pane but in 
the author's collection are fo ur si11gles from the tenth row of the left pane, each showing a 
guid e dot. 'rherefore, it can be assumed that nearly all of the designs in the tenth vertical 
row of the left pane liacl a g uide dot. (M. L . N .) 
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F1.'I 
.0h1 f ted Tr,\n.5fcr 

2.&R3. 

Fig . 58 

F in e hair lines ar c fo und in th e spacings betwee n ma ny pos1t10ns a nd a rc no thing 
more than scratches on the pla t e caused by the wiping of same, during the process of 
printing. 

The extra lin e t o t he rig ht of 67L3 is broken oppos ite th e low er right rose tte 
(Fig ure 61), but s ta rt s aga in oppos ite th e upper right corn er o f 77L3. 

Fig. 59 
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Fig. 60 

Many pos1t10ns on th e plate show alm os t a t ot a l abse nce of one or m ore of th e 
fr a me lines. Fig ure 62 illu strates pos iti on 96L3 and show s m os t of th e left fram e lin e 
mi ss ing. In w orking on th e reconstruction of thi s p lat e, several oth er varieties arc 
perhaps worthy o f ment; o n. 

If a pair o f 7R3 and 8R3 be closely examin ed, a faint lin e wi ll be noted running 
fr om th e low er rig ht r ose tte of 7R into th e low er left rose tt e of 8R3. Thi s lin e has 
bee n mi stak en fo r a crack, bu t we beli eve it to be simp ly a flaw caused by som e fo re ig n 
sub stance adh ering t o th e r elief. 

Anoth er variety of 95R3, which has a vertical line ab out 3 millim ete rs long runmng 
thru th e lef t part of the low er left rosette (Fig u re 63), which m ay be a trace o f a form er 
entry, or it m ay be simply a scratch on th e pla t e. It is an inte res ting pla te pos iti on 
a nd w orthy of m enti on. 

Plate 3 - Large Multiple Pieces 

Th e author has attempted to locate for study, large multiple pieees from 
P late 3, but has not been too successful. There is a mint block of twenty-four 
(Sx3) in the Philip H. Ward J1·. collection, positions 3-lOR to 23-30R.' In th e 
Ashbrook records there is a p hotograph or a block of fort,,·-two, positions :) -J.-60R 
to 94-lOOR, with complete right and bottom sheet margins, the complete right 
imprint an°.l the number ' · 3. '' In the author 's collection, there is a pen-

Fig. 61 
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Fig . 62 

cancelled bl ock of twen ty, positions 72-77 to 92-98R3, and an unused corner 
b lock of eight with top and right sheet margins, positions 7-10 to 17-20R. Ward 
in his Mekeels column wrnte: 

" }forty yea rs ago or more, Scott found several panes of these stamps 
all stuck together , soaked them apart and broke up most of them into blocks 
and sing l.e<s. One pane!!< of one hundred from this lot is now in the J effries 
collection in the Franklin Institute in Philadelphia. Most blocks of this 
stamp existing are from these panes and therefore, have no gum.'' 

Imprint 

The imprint used o n Plate 3 is of the last variety used by Toppan, Carpenter & Co., 
and reads as fo ll ows: 

"Toppan, Carpent er & Co., Philadelphia" 

in small white faced capita ls on a tablet of solid color with square ends. There is a 
thin lin e parallel to th e t op an d sides of the tablet, but none at the bottom. Below this 
is th e figure "3". This is the same variety of Imprint as used on Plate 12 of th e One 
Cent and on the 30c and 90c Plates of 1860. None of the other plates had this sty le of 
Imprint. It measures 2 MM from stamps of the rig ht pane and 20 MM from stamps 
of the le ft pane (Fig ure 64). 

S hades, Paper a nd Gum 

Plate 3 stam ps a r e ge ne ra ll y fo und in shade s running from a gray black to a jet 
black. and a lso a deep sm udgy black. While copies from this plate are known showing 
a fai rly fine impression , the general run have a smeared-up appearance. 

Un like the earli est pe rforated copies from Plate 1, the paper used for Plate 3 was 
sof t a nd fair ly thick as a ge neral rul e. The gum was a lm ost brown. 

Cancellat ions 

Cancellatio ns as noted by Col. Tracy occur in about t he following proportion : 

*Right pane. (M. L. N.) 
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Black Town 29 
Red T own 5 
Blue T own 5 
Green Town 6 
Black Grid 22 
R ed Grid 31 
Blus Grid 1 
Brown Grid 1 
Black P a id 3 
R ed P aid 1 
Black Target 

Remainders 

T he outbreak of th e Civil W ar caused th e 1857- 1860 issue t o become obsolet e, and 
th ey w ere declared invalid by th e P os tm as t er Genera l. At a pe ri od long sub sequ ent to 
1861, a large quantity of th ese s tamps w ere in th e possession of th e P os t O ffi ce D e­
partment. These existed in wh ole shee t s, unu sed, and w ere sub sequ ently acquired by 
se ve ra l w ell kn own Eastern deal ers, which account s fo r th e reason that unu sed copies 
o f th e 12c stamps from Pla t e 3 a rc much mor e comm on th a n u sed copies. 

The 1875 Reprints 

The Reprint s o f th e 1857- 1860 iss ue wer e made by th e Co ntin ental Ba nk No te 
Company of New York. 

Mr. Luff sta tes that a new plate fo r th e 12c value was made fr om th e old transfer 
roll. The R eprint plate was made with a one r elief tran sfer roll, and fr om a ll appear­
ances, it was in fact th e one used t o rock the orig inal plates. 

The R eprint Plate had neith er Imprint nor Plate number, and consist ed of 100 des ig ns 
a rranged lOxlO. 

The Reprint s can be r eadily di sting ui sh ed fr om the orig inals, as they are perforated 
12 in st ead of 15, th e im pressions are very clea r, the pape r is ve ry white, th ey are with­
out g um, and th e shade is ge nerally a g ree ni sh black. Mr. Luff st a t es that only 489 of 
th e 12c were sold, though th e D epartm ent had 10,000 printed. 

All of th e comm on India and cardboard proofs of th e 12 ce nt s tamp come fr om th e 
Reprint Pla te. 

Fig . 63 
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The lmperforates From Plate 3 

In stn<l~·ing the Twelve Cent Stamp and a rter a cal'etul perusal of the 
" 'l'nicy-A.shbrook " brochure, t he writer had toyccl \\·ith the assumption that 
the so-called "impedoratcs from Plate 3" actu1:11ly came from Plate 2 and 
with another theory that Plate 3 was not produced in 1860 but was actually 
made in 1851. 'l'he assumption that the imperforates mentioned above came 
Jrom Plate 2 has been disproved, but the theory that Plate 3 was made in 1851 
may be investigated in the future by other students who will be able to come 
to a factual conclusion. 

In " the Ashbrook Special Senice''' - Issue No. -! of A ngnst 23, 1%1 " 
nppe1H"cd the following:-

A Valuable Contribution To Philatelic Research Work 

At the CENEX, held in Philadelphia la st month, Mr. Philip H. \Vard, Jr. was host at 
a luncheon t o a number of his friends a nd exhibit ed for the first time, a copy of a 
document that had r ece ntly been ca lled to his attention. This amazing bit of U.S. 
Postal History was the Receipt g iven to Toppan, Carpenter & Co., for th e Dies , 
Transfer Rolls, and Plates which they had u sed during th e term of their contract for 
supplying U.S. postage stam ps t o the Post Office Department for the period 185 1- 1861. 
~fr. \Varel very kindly gave me a copy and permission to convey this information t o 
sub scr ibers .to thi s service. The Receipt r eads as follows: 

Received Phila. Aug. 14th 1861 of Toppan, Carpenter, and Co., the following 
stamp plates: 

10 Dies of Stamps 
24 Rolls of Stamps 

29 plat es 
14 plates 
2 plates 
2 plates 
3 plates 
1 plate 

plate 
plate 

4 plates 
1 plate 
1 plate 

of Three Cent Stamps 
of One Cent Stamps 
of Five Cent Stamps 
of Ten Cent Stamps 
of Twelve Cent Stamps 
of Twenty- Cent Stamps 

four 
of Thirty Cent Stamps 
of Ninety Cent Stamps 
Frail and broken 
of Carrier's Stamp Franklin Head 
of Carrier's Stamp Eagle 

also 

The above Rolls, Dies and Plates are the property of the U.S. Government and delivered 
in accordance with the terms of the Stamp Contract between the Post Office Depart­
ment and Toppan, Carpenter & Co., as verified by Jonathan Guest, as Special Agent, 
P. 0. Dept. 

I. II. \ Valton, Treas. U.S. Mint. 

""J'hc Ashbrook Special Scn·ice ll"::ts a senice inaugurated hy ~fr. Stanley B. Ashbrook 
.for a small, select group of philatelists " ·ho were especia lly interested in ea rly United States 
postal history. 'l'he first one appeared on Jun e 1, 1951, kno11·n as Issue #L 'J'hjs Special 
Service appeared i·egularl,v, monthly, until I ssue #81 in December, 1957. 'l'he January 1958 
issue was in preparation at the time Mr. Ashbrook became ill, and unfortunately this most 
1·aluable compendium of information terminated with Mr . Ashbrook's death in January, 1958. 
It included discussions on all items of interest to the serious co llectors of United States 
.'tamps from the J 8.J. 7 th rough the J 869 issues. liunclrecls of co1·e t·s nnd stamps were illustrated 
ll"ith f ull exp lannti ons of markings, cancellations nnd rntes. Also fraudu lent covNs and 
coun terfeit stamps, of these early United States issues were describecl in detail. Less than 
t hirty complete sets of this service are now in the hands of collectors, and undoubted l_v, in 
time, it will become a scarce "collector's item." 
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... 

Fig. 64 

Plate 3 Problems 

This 1861 rcccipt from the U.S. Mint conclusively proves that three twelYc 
cent plates were compl eted. Ther e is reasonable certainty that a ll of th e im­
perforate stamps issued to the post offices ca me from the plate known as num­
ber 1, and, all of the perforate stamps from both plates numbers 1 and 3. 
Therefor e, ,this leaves one mystery plate, known as number 2. Apparnntly no 
stamps from this plate were ever placed on sa le for postal use. 

A study or th e impcrforates from Plate 3, first r eforred to on page 276 
has been hampered g reatly b)· the scarcity of material. 'l'wo imperforate pa irs 
and photographs of one block of four and severa l pairs, indicated an absence 
of guide dots on every design. This fact plus the clarity and sharpness of the 
impressions led the author to believe that these imperforates were not produced 
from Plate 3, but fro m the missing Plate 2. Shortly before publication of this 
study, Mr. E arl Oakley discovered an imperforate single which showed a con­
tinuous additional vertical lin e to the left of the framelinc which indi ca ted that 
his copy came from the third row of the left pane of Plate 3. (See Figure ;):) 
on page 365). 

A minimal amount of material is available for study from the left pane 
of Plate 3, and in for mation is unaYailable as to how many of the positions 
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show guide dots similar to those of the right pane. The Oakl ey single has no 
guide dot, but the location of the extra frameline checked exactly with that on 
position 93L3 (from a pair 93-94L3 ) indicating that this single copy was from 
the third vertical row of the plate. It appears exceedingly improbabl e that 
designs on the missing Plate 2 could have such an extra frrumclin e in exactly 
the same position as this one on Plate 3. But conclusive proof was necessar y. 
By an unusual coincid ence the author in examining lots in an auction which 
was shortly to be l1elcl by Samuel C. P aige of Boston, Mass. , discovered a cover 
with a pair of perforated stamps, one of which showed the extra frame line and 
whi ch plated exactl~· with the Oakle~· single. This quite definitely determined 
that the pair on cover came from the second and third vertical rows of the left 
pane of Plate 3. Therefore, a ll of these imper forates must be from Plate 3, 
.and not from the mystery Plate 2. For some r eason or other Pl ate 2 was never 
1mt to use. 

When Was Plate 3 Made? 

Th e earliest known use of' a stamp from this Plate 3 is June 1, 1860. ls 
it probabl e that the firm of' Toppan, Carpenter & Co. , with ten years of ex­
perience in making num c1·ous plates for many denominations, could come up 
with such an extremely crude pl'Oduct as this twelve cent from Plate 3 in the 
car I .r pa rt of 1860 1 

All of the plates, which were sent to press from 1 57 to the end oE the 
contra ct, 'yere transferred fro m multiple r elief r olls except the twelve cent 
Plate 3. At this late elate, why should a pla te be pl'Oduced from a single relief 
.transfer roll, if a better one could be made, much more efficiently, by using a 
,multipl e relief transfer roll ~ 

The author advances tl1e theory that Plate 3 was not made in 1859 nor 
1860 but that, at the inception of the contract, in 1851. The firm of Toppan, 
Carpenter , Casilear & Co. made two twelve cent pla tes. On Plate Number 1 
the designs on every position were r ecut. Inasmuch as a large amount of twelve 
cent stamps were not needed, the other plate was set aside. Early in 1860, when 
it was believed that an addi.tional twelve cent plate was required, this second 
plate was taken fro m the vault and the new type of imprint with the number 
"3" was added. This plate was used for the production of perforated twelve 
cent stamps. 

Future studies and further examination of co pies probably ·will prove or 
dispL'ove this theory. 
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For those, who would like to po ssess thi s seri es of articles in a unit , later on 
it is planned Lo issue a hook on "The 1851-57 Twelve Cent Stamp" in a very 
limited quantity, publi shed by The Theodore E. Steinwa y Memorial Publications 
Fund of The Co llectors Club. 
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Book Reviews 
Reinhold Coloi· Atlas by A. Kornernp and J . H. Wanscher. Uopyrigh t 1961 in 
Denmark by POLITIKENS l<'ORLAU. Copenhagen, Denmark. Published in 
the United States of Am erica in 1962 by Reinhold Publishing Corporwtion, New 
York. Size 5x7 inches. 22-lpp. Clothbound. Price $10.00. 

This Color Atlas, like so many that have gone before, is not designed speci­
fically for sU\mp collectors, but it may have possibilities in that direction. If 
certain necessary revisions were made, this general purpose AJtlas could be put 
to philatelic use. 

Let us see what it has to offer. It has three main parts. The first part is 
text dealing· with the organizat ion and use of the Atlas. Pertinent aspects of 
eolor appraisal are presented clearly and to the point. 

The second part of the Atlas consists of 30 color plates, each one has 42 color 
patches of the same basic hue, ranging fro m a vivid, highly s·aturated hue to a 
dark one which is barely discernable. This wide range is obtained in a unique 
way. Only one color impression is made using· ink oi' the prescribed hue. The 
color sa tura.tion is diminished in seven successive color patches in al L six ver­
tica I columns by reducing the size of the color dots. This exposes more and 
more neutral white paper between the dots. Each horizontal row is rendered 
darker in successive patches to the right by additional impressions of neutral 
gray ink. Th ere are 1260 color patches in all , and somewhere in this array one 
ma.v expect to find a color patch that comes close to matching the color of any 
postage stamp. 

As an aid in making color comparisons, a paper finder with three windows is 
provided. If a stamp is inserted behind one of the windows, then the other two 
can be used to locate the two swiatches that most closely approximate the color 
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of th e stamp. The refer en ce nnmbet of the swatch that is selected is then looked 
up in th e third part of the Atlas wh er e the co lor names are elassified and listed . 

Th er e ar e 30 pages devoted to the classifica tion of co lor names, on e page for 
ea ch o f th e 30 col or pl a tes. A t th e t op of each page is a dia gram of the color 
plate. Spotted her e and ther e arc asterisks to indi cate th e loca tion of a color 
swateh th a.t is to be given a name . The select ed n ames ar e listed a t th e bottom 
of th e page, together with a r efer ence number that indicates the location o r th e 
color swatch. 

Th r diffi cult.'· that no\\" arises fo r a sta m p co llector has to d o with th e ehoicc 
of nam rs. fore th a n hal f o f' th e nam es tha t arr shown in the R einhold Atla s 
have never appear ed in an)· stamp ca talogue and many 1iarnes that ar c to be 
found in the catalogues are not mentioned in th e Atlas. This is obvious].'- a 
situation tl1at must be r emedied in anv Color Atlas devoted sol eh · to the id en-
tification mid namin g o f postage stamp. colors. · 

The same thing· holds true of the alphabeti cal list of eolor names that is 
shO\rn in th e third p art of th e At las . This list eou ld well be shorn o E vcrba l 
descriptions and comm ents . It could be r educed to a mere index o f color names 
plus th eir swa.tch numbr r . 

Also to be found in the third part of the Atlas is a Color Circle that is used 
to illustrate in a rou~d1 " ·a.'· the r ela tionship between th e precise ba.<.;i c hues of tlw 
30 col or pl a tes and t he general co lor an•a to which they belong. J<'rom a phila ­
te li c point or view it woul d be fa r betiter to come right out and sta te the preei;.;e 
n ame o r Pach basic hue, somewhat in the mann er ;.;hown by th e accompanying il ­
lustrati on. (J . F' . W esterb erg ) 
The Library Committee reports the acquisition of the following: 

Cmrndian D11plu Cancellations of th e r ictorian Era, 1860-1902 by E . A. S my­
thi es, C. I.E. , F. R. P. S. h , J<'. C . P. S. Second Edition. A Handbook o[ 
th e Canadian Philate lic Society o [ Great Britain. 56 pa ges. Illustrated. 
Paperbound. Gift of the author. 

J)ie Brief111arken ·i:on Orossbritannien 1960-1962 b.'· Ernst Ehrm ann. H e[t 12 
dcr 8chri :ftem·cihe Neu es H andbuch d cr Briefma rkenkunclc. Frankl"urt am 
l\Ia in , <:: cnnany. 1963. .J.6 pages. Illus trated. German text. P a pr r­
bouncl. Gif t o[ th e publish er. 

DiP Briefnwrk en von Pleska11-Ljady-Lugo b.'- Dr. H. R omm erskirchcn . H eft 
]3 der Sch1·iftenrcihe ~c ues Handbnch der Briel"markenkun<lc. Frankfurt 
am l\Iain, Germa n.'-. 1963. J2 p ages. Illustrated. {: crman text. P ap er­
bound. (li f.t or the publisher. 

Die Bricfmorken L"on .Viededo11disch-Ne11glli11 ea by Dr. l~oe l H. IIou\\"ink. 
H e rt H dcr Sehriftenreih e Neues Han<lbueh der Bricf'markenkundc, Frnnk­
l"nrt am Main , Uenuany. 1963. 19 pages. Illustrated . Uerman text . 
Paperbound. Gift of the publisher. 

A Jiis lory of Heligion on P os tage S tamps, Y olnme 2, b.\· F . Hane.'· l\Iorse. Pub­
li shed b.'- the Am erica n Topi ca l Assoeiation , l\Iihnrnkee, \\Tisconsin. 13:) 
pages. P a perbound. Courtesy of t he publisher. 

P rsln1l111111 er z 11r 75 lViederkehr drr Klnb-(Jnrndung. Jon llar 1963. B erlin er 
Philatelistcn-Klub von 1888. 154 pages. Jllustrntcd. Uerman t ext . l'n­
bound. Courtesy of Dr. K . Th. Menr. 

'J'h e X ew So 11th Wal~s Philat elic Ann uaz'for 1962-63, edited b.'· E . J . flarrard . 
J>ublishecl b.,- The Philateli c Rociety of Ne\\" South \Val es, Sydney , N . R. \\T. 
30 p ages. P a pcrbound. Courtesy of th e publisher. 

A erophila, 63 Catalogue rind Li~l of Awai·ds. Brussels, B elg ium . Gift o[ )[r. 
}Jrnry l\I. Goodkind. 
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Die Nuinm ern-Zicr1>lempel der D epartam entos von Ur ngnay by Prof. Dr. Albert 
Narath , Berlin. Published by the Berliner Phil atelisten-Klub Yon 1888. 
1961. 61 pages. Illustrated. German text. Paperbound. Uourtesy oC 
the publish er. 

1'/i e Air Ann of the C01ifed ern.cy by Joseph Jenkins Uornish, III. Published by 
the Richmond Civil War Cerntennial Committee, Ri chmond , Va . 1963. -!S 
pag·es. Illustrated. Paperbound. Gift of the author. 

L es l'ols de Gand 1913 by Raoul Hubinont. Pubfo;hed by the Socicte Aerophil­
atelique Belge, Brussels, Belgium. 1963. 73 pa ges. Illustra ted . French 
text. Paperbound. Gift of the author . 

La Poslc .lfaritim e Frnncaisc, Addendum aii Tome T, edited and published by 
Ra ~· mo1H.1 Salles. 2-lo pages. Illustrated. F1·enclt text. Unbound. Gift 
of 1111'. Robert G. Stone. 

S csq11icent ennial of the Post Office , l'lcusanl Vall ey, N. Y. 1813-1963. Com­
mittee for the Sesquicentennial Celebration of the Pleasa nt Valle.'· Post 
Office. 12 pages. P aperbound . Courtesy of Mr. Gustav Detj en, Jr. 

ilfulurici Issu es United Xations by Marian Carne Zinsm eister . Published by Van 
Dahl Publications, In c., J\lbany, Oregon. 1963. 26 pa ges. Illustrated. 
Paperbound . Courtes~- of the publisher. 

B oy Scout and Girl Guide Stamps of th e \T'o rld b~- Gordon Entwistle. Pub­
lished b~- Cassell & Compan~' Ltd ., Iiondon , Eng-land. 1957. 82 pages. 
Illustrated . Hard CO\'Cl'. Gift of l\lr . .Albert P . Cohen . 

S iry e1· Zeppelin Post J(ataloy, 1962 . Sieg-er-Verlag', Lorch (vYmtt ) . 266 pa­
ges. Illustrated. <i erman text. Papcrbouncl. Gift of the publisher. 

(/abriel J(atalog Chrisllicher Mark enb,ilder, 1963 b>" Pater Clemens Anheuser , 
OFl\I and Pater Gab1·iel Schmidt, OFl\1. Sieger-Verlag, J_,0 1·ch (Wurtt. ) . 
188 pages. C: erman text. P aperbouncl. Gift of the publisher. 

llotalog cle-r Flugposl der Nenen D entschen Lnf tltansci 1963. Sieger-Verlaµ: , 
Lorch (Wurtt .). 11 5 pages. Jllustrated. German text. Paperbouncl . 
Gift of the publishe1'. 

Osterreichisclt er Flug post Kalaloy, 1961. Sieger-Verlag-, Lorch (vVurtt. ) . 7-lo 
pages. Illustrated. German text. Paper cover. Gift of the publishe1'. 

La Familia 'l 'assis, Correos Jlayores del R eino b~- Juan l\Iancheno. Biblioteca. 
de " l\Iadrid Filatelico,'' l\Iadrid, 1916. 41 pages. Illustrntcd. Spanish 
text. Paperboun<l . Gif't of l\lr. Paul P. Lindenberg. 

D e Postvlncht en N ederland- l ndie, Nos. 1 and 2, 1946, by J. Boesman. Pub­
lished b~- fowhpostclub B. Z. P. C., Den Haag, Netherlands. 48 pages. 
Dutch text. P<iperbound . Gift of l\ lr. Henr~- l\L Goodkind. 

Speciale Calalog11s L'an de Poslzegels i·an X ederlancl en Overzee:s e R ijksdelen, 
1964, 23c editie. Nederlandsche Vereeniging van Postzegelhandelaren , 's­
Gravenhage, :\Tetherl ands. ±65 pag·es. Illustrated. Dutch text. Hard 
cover. Gift of l\[r . Johannes de KnlYf. 

Sieger W eltraurnfahrt AstronCluten , Sp{dniks 1tncl Raket en S pezial-J(alalog . 
Sieger-V crla g, J_,orc h / \V urttemberg. 1962. 7 + pages. Illnstn1 ted. Ger­
ma n text. P aperbound . Gift of l\Ir . H enry :Thi. Goodkincl . 

Scull's 8land11rd P os ta.qe S tamp Catalogu e, rolume I , 1964. Scott Publica­
tions, New York, N. Y. 9 6 pages. Illustrated. Hard co,·er. Coul'tes:· 
of th e publisher. 

8/auley Gibbons' Postage S tamp Cataloyll e 1964, Pal't 'l'hree. Stanlc.'' C:ib­
bons T1td. , _1_,ondon, l~n glancl . 1155 pages. Illustrated. Clothbound. Court­
esy of th e publisher. 

Koll elat Kalalog 1964 Sc hweiz-Liechtenslein. E. Kottelat , Bern , S\\·itzerla ncl. 
170 pages. Illustrated. Ring binder . Paper CO\'el'. German and French 
text. Courtesy of the publisher. 
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Z11111sl cin Europa Calalog11e 1964 . Zumstein & Uie, Bern, Switzerland. 16-J.8 
pages. 111 ustrated. Clothbound. German t ext. Courtesy of the publish­
er. 

8t111111Js of tli e Unit ed S tates, TJ . S. Possessions and British North America. 
] 96-t H. E. Hanis & Co., Boston, Mass. 160 pages. Illustrated. Pa-
perbound . Courtesy of the publisher. 

Mull er Briefmark en-Katalog 1964, Sc hweiz / L iecldenstein. Marken-J\lull er .A{I. , 
Basel, Switzerland. 2-±-J. pages. Illustrated. Paperbound. German t ex t . 
Courtesy of th e publisher. 

Stanl ey Gibbons' Postage Stamp Calalogne 1964, Part One. Stank.'· Gibbons 
JAd. , Iiondon , Engl a nd . 8-J.9 pages. Il lustrated. Clothbound . Courtesy 
of the publisher. 

S cott's S tandard Postage Stamp Catalogne, rolum e I f , 196 1. Scott Publica­
tions, New York, N. Y. 1517 pages. Illustrated. Hard cowr. Conrtes.,­
of th e publisher. 

Scott's 8 pecialized Cal alogu e of Uni! ed Stat es S tamps 1964. Scott Pub! ica.tions, 
New York, X Y. 65G pages. Illustrated . Hard cover. Co urtesy of the 
publisher. 

Purchased By T he Library : 

'1.'li e Essays , Proofs and R epi·ints of the F'ii-sl Issued 8/amps of British l ndi11 of 
1851-55. Supplement No. 2 to the Postage and Telegraph Stamps of: Brit­
ish India b.'- E. D. Bacon , C. V . 0 . Third Edition, 1927. Published by the 
Phil atelic Society of India. 

'J'h e Air Post in Siai~i, 1919-1935, edited and published b.v C. \V. Fawdry, Lon­
don, 1935. 26 pages. Illustrated. Paperbouncl. 

L iechtenstein im llfarkenspiegel by Dr. Bertrand Adams and Dr. Gerhard Ditt­
rich. Sieger-Verlag, Lorch / Wurttemberg, 1960. 96 pages. Illustrated. 
German text. Paperbound . 

'1.'h e Illustrated Philat elic R ecord, edited and published by E. F. Hmt, H arpen­
den , En gland. Nos. 1-5, 1939-40. 

8/al em ent and Comm ents npon the R es ult of a Proffered Gift to the Univ ersity 
of Oxford, edited and pub lished by F. A. Bellamy, Oxford, 1926. 9 pages. 
Paperbound. 

Journal of the Queen Elizabeth II Commonwealth Co ll ectors Socict.'-, Dmwers, 
l\Ia ·s . Vols. I-IV, 1958-1962. 

C:ifts were also r eceived from: 
Messrs. John J . Britt, Philip T. Manly, Paul P. fondenberg, All en H. Seed, Jr. , 

Sol "Whitman , H erman M. Shenitz, H ellmut A. Boker, Clifford 1\1. Gould, 
Charl es L. Horn , Edwin J. l\Iilliken, Dr. J ames J . Matejka, Jr. and :Mrs. 
Louise S. Hoffman. 
PHILATELIC LITERATURE 
Over the years, The Collectors Club has published numerous Hand­

books relating to almost every field of ph ilately. Some have been sold 
out long ago, now only being obtainable at an auction sale at prices 
far above their original selling price. 

See page 324 in the Number for the complete listing of books that 
are currently available. 
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CANADA PENCE 

I. 1851 12d. black proof opt. "Specimen" vertically in carmine, 
mrg. block of 4. .. .. .. .. . .. ............. . ............ . .... . .. ......... .... $490. 

2. 1851 Laid 3d. on cover to London, C. W. with Hamilton c. d. s . $115. 
3. 1851 Laid 6d. slate violet, huge copy superb used. . $252. 
4. - Laid 6d. brown purple, large copy with light central target 

cancel. $210. 
5. 1852/7 thin wove 6d. slate violet, fresh used. A rare stamp. . .. $238. 
6. medium wove 3d. red, fine copy on E. Toronto - St. 

Catherines. Transfer roller relief break very evident. .. . $100. 
7. medium wove 6d. slate violet, attractive used copy with 

very light cancel. ...... . .. ...... .......... . . . ...... .. . ... .. .. ...... ..... . $210. 
8. medium wove 6d. greenish grey, large copy with rare 

cancel of blue squares. $Z66. 
9. thick hard paper, 6d. s late violet, large copy showing mar-

ginal inscription at left and with very light cancel. .. ... $630. 
10. thick soft wove paper, 6d. reddish purple large attractive 

copy s lightly creased but cancelled with MAIL BAG 
SEAL. Probably unique. $420. 

11. 1857 thin soft ribbed paper, 3d. red, incredible copy, showing 
marginal inscription on right hand side and large portion 
of adjoining stamp below with very light cancellation. 
Has minute thin in one margin. . $135. 

W. E. LEA (PHILATELISTS) LTD. 
446, Strand, 

London, W. C. 2, England 
r
I
I
I
I
I
I

SCOTT'S MONTHl.Y STAI\IP JOURNAL 

0 
..,. .,. ·s 

5C 

This prominent philatelic publication is a must if you 
wish to keep your catalogue up-to-date and stay 
abreast of new issues. Each issue carries the Scott 
Chronicle of New Issues - a catalogue supplement 
which lists stamps issued after publication of the 
latest Scott Catalogues. In addition, there are illus­
trated articles, stamp facts, price change informa­
tion, book news and stamp world miscellany. 

A one year subscription to Scott's Monthly Stamp Journal costs only $4. 
A three year's subscription is only $11. (In Canada add 50¢ a year for 
postage; in other countries add $1 a year for postage.) 

--------------------------------~ 
 Please enter my 1 yr. D 2 yr. D 3 yr. D subscription to Scott's Monthly Stamp J 

 Journal. My check D or money order D in the amount of$ is enclosed. J 
 I 
 N am e J 
 Address J 
 City one State J 

I SCOTT PUBLICATIONS INC., 1255 Portland Pl., Boulder, Colorado I 
L--------------------------------~ 
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We are philatelic auctioneers 
and specialize 
in providing 
a competitive market 
for stamp collections 
and other philatelic properties 

Over 30 years experience 
assures the maximum 
in results 

Your inquiry is welcome 

IRWIN HEIMAN 
INC. 

Serving American Philately Since 1926 

2 WEST 46th STREET NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

ROOM 708 £ Tel.: JU 2-2393 

ffi:JOOOOQQOQJ;JQQQQQQOOIXIDDIXli:n:e:n:u:uxu:t~mOOQQ!Xll.: 
WANTED 

UNITED STATES 
FOREIGN 

Stamps and Covers 

JOHN A. FOX 
110 West 42 Street, New York 16, N. Y. 
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 ~ 

 3d BEAVERS I
-

 3031 3d Brown Red, re-entry =i 
Pane A No . 33, doubling ::..: 
in " PE " and below " PE", 

 clear to large margins next § 
 stamp showing at left $45 ~ 
 3032 3d Brown Red, imprint at ~ 
 left, large margins, bril - - 3033 ~~nt Ber~':~ l~ehdt, c~:~~~·~d $85 -~-= 

_ Pl ate scra tch P ane A No. 
" 31, large margins, Quebec =
 4- Ring "37" cancel $1 00 ! 
 3037 ida neBr~w~o. ~iddour~,;~~t~~ ~ 

=

 ~-;;"re;in 6 left corne,r, full $SO =~ 
_ 3039 3d Brown Red, horizonta l -
... paid, large margins, 4- -
 Ring "13" G a lt cancel $110 § 
 3480 3d Ribbed, clear to la r ge ~ 
 margins, sheet margin a nd ... 
 portion of imprint a t left , --~ 
. Dund a s 4 - Ring "12 cancel, " very fine $125 =
= 3044 3d R ibbed short transfer --=~ 
~ right frame m issing, P ane 

A No . 88, large margins .... $110 
 3046 3d Ribbed vertical pair, a
 just clear t o large mar- _=§ 
~ gins 4-Ring " 5" Brantford 
 ca ncel $250 l!il 
 3049 3d Thin paper, deep Red, ~ 
 very large m argins next =~ 

. s t a mp showing three sides 

=

 3053 :o~~~ ~:~:;, c;;~,el re- $225 =I 
entry P a ne A No. 31 

 damaged Pla te scratch, $
50 

§ 
just clear to large margins .. 

 ; 

 = 7\1:,% disco1111/ if you remit U. S.$ c

 . I
 ~ 
 ~ 
 B. N. A. AUCTIONS =.====_~=:. Periodic sales are held featuring ::..: 

BRITISH NORTH AMERICA 

Subscription to Catalo gs and 
Prices R ealized - 2 years $5 i

J. N. SISSONS LTD.I
 59 Wellington St. W . ! 
 Toronto, Canada c 

 Ph. Empire 4-6003. Cables: Sistamp, Torontoi 

:llClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllCllllllllllllltlllllllllllllClllllllllllllC•~ 
Selling ~ 
your Collection• 

We sh all b e happy to h elp yo u -

pl ease sen<l for our current " R e­

v iew" whi ch gives full details of 

our internati onal orga ni zati on and 

term s of sale. 

A sati sfi ed cli ent writes : 

" .. MAY l SAY HERE THAT I WAS 

VERY PLEASED THROUGHOUT THE 

TRANSACTION, NOT ONLY WITH THE 

SATISFACTORY SALE PRICES YOU OB­

TAINED FOR MY STAMPS BUT ALSO 

WITH YOUR EXEMPLORARY CUSTOM­

ER SERVI CE, WITH REGARD TO COR­

RESPONDENCE, I NFORMATION, etc.". 

E. F ., Winston-Salem , N. C., U.S. A. 

Buying, too • • • 

Stamps and covers of hi gh quality 

are a lways ava ilabl e for sale 

throu gh our Auction or Private 

Treaty Departm ents and the "Busy 

Bu yer"s Service" i s dev ised for 

tho se speciali sts who are too busy 

to locate their r equirements per­

sona ll y. Detail s will b e sent on 

r equest. 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
Specialists in the Sa le of Qu ality Collections 

50 PALL MALL, LONDON, SWI 
Ca bles: 

ENGLAND "St amps, London, S .W .1. " 

When replyinig to this aclvertisernent please 
mention that yoii saw it in '' Th e Collec­
tors 's Club Philatelist". 
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3

SAAR 
192o-40pf , carmi ne overprint Saarge­
biet , doubl e (#51) 

On e s heet w as discovered w it h ov pt. 
doub le a nd tra nsposed (f rom t op to 
bottom ). 

A ll first r ow of 10 stamps is r egular 
-olhe r 90 stam ps have second ovpt. 

P os i lion #91 to 100 from set ling are 
printed on boltom m a rgin . 

Since ovpt. is a lso trans posed f rom 
lef t lo righ t-it is n ecessary to collect 
t hi s error in horizonta l pairs. 

W e are for tun a t e t o be ab le to offer 
(s u bj ect t o bei ng so ld ):-
H ori zonta l pa ir, dou b le ovp t . .... $29 .75 
Bloc k of 4 ... .. .. ... ... 59.50 
Ma rgi na l bl ock of 4-2 vert ical pairs 

se tenan t : o n e ro w normal-other 
with dbl e. ovpt. (o n ly 5 blocks ex-
ist ) ... .. ....... .. .. $119 .00 

Availabl e a lso. som e scar ce pos ition s 
with Plale e rrors of distan ce between 
le tter•. 

All stamps of this unique sh eet 
a r e unused- EVERYONE IS S IGNED 
BY DR . E . DUBB . 

On hand also som e imperf a nd trial 
colors of 1922 issue etc. 
HEADQUARTERS f or E rrors and 
T opica ls-S pecia l offers or selections 
on requ est . 

S. SEREBRAKIAN, INC. 
P. 0 . Box 448 M onroe, N. Y. 
SPECIALIZING IN 

AUCTION SALES 

of choice 

UNITED STATES 

Stamps and Cover s 

Auction sales held regularly 

Catalogues on request 

Bruce G. Daniels 
7 Water Street Boston 9, Mass. 
82 
For 

Covers, 

Cancellations 

and 

Specialist Material 

of 

Any Country In The World 

• 
G . S. MANNERS 

3 Briton Hill Road 

Sanderstead, Surrey England 
/ 

HAW AI IAN 

C OV E RS 

We currently have a very nice sto ck 

of Hawaiian covers, from stampless 

through the Numerals to the R epub­

lic, and quite a few Territorials. We 

have no great rarities, but can fill 

many of the holes in a specialize d 

collection. Ple a se l e t u s know what 

you'd like to see. R efe r ences, please. 

NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO. 
Established 1893 

45-X Bromfield Street ~ 
Boston 8, Massachusetts ~ 

, 
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Poland Errors on Cover 
#357 Pair, proof white paper, 

impe rf. 5.00 
Same, impe r f. bl. of 4 on 
R eg. COY. 6.00 

#:l58 Pair. imperf. henna b r own 
while pap. 5.00 
Same, imp. marg. copy 
dark brown white pap . .. 3.00 
Same, st r ip of 3 7.50' 

#359 Pa ir, impe rf. on yellowish 
paper 6.00 
Same. imp. block of 4 on 
r eg. cov e r 10.00 
Same. imp. bl. of 4 deep 
ul l ramarine. r eg. c . 15.00 

#360 Pair. imp. on reg. cover _ 5.00 
Same, block of 4 on 
r eg ist. cov. 9.00 
Same, imp. pair on while 
pa p . r eg ist. 6.00 
Same. imp. block of 4, 
r eg i t. 10.00 

#B40 Imp. marg. strip of 
on reg. cov. 12. 00 
Same, imp. b lock of 4 
on reg. cov. 15 .00 

Other e rrors of Poland in m int con­
dition in s tock . Fin e assortm ent of 
Poli s h Prisone r of \ 'far stamps avail ­
ab le. :\ J'oney immediate ly r efunded H 
sold out. 

Penny Black Stamp Co. £ 
P.O. Box 57, Dumont, N. J. 
S. L. BA YER, Prop. Est. 1912 
Do Not Sell Your Collection 
as long as you enjoy collecting and 
as long as you have fun with your 
stamps. But when you get tired of a 
coll ection b ecau se it has r each ed its 
goal, when yo u want to start in another 
philateli c fi eld, do not h esitate to di s­
po se of the "fini sh ed" coll ection. In 
this way you will obtain addi tional 
funds for purchases in your new fi eld. 
When you decide to sell , talk with a 
dealer whom you have tru sted with 
your purchases. H e is the right man to 
sell for you th e item s h e has on ce sold 
to yo u. We are always happy when we 
ca n give advice and h elp of this kind. 
Conta ct us when the time is ripe and 
we will do our best to arrange a sati s­
factory sale of your material, e ither 
by private sale or by auction. 

MERCURY STAMP CO. 
I 0 East 40th Street 
New York 16, N. Y. 

Tel. : MUrray Hill 3-6745 

Cable Address: Mercstamp Newyork 
EXPERT ADVICE IS THE 

EXTRA 

INGREDIENT 

EZRA D. COLE 

NYACK, N. Y. 

Telephone : 914-EL 8-0964 
CATALOG OF SPECIAL OFFERS 

# 18 (25c, Refundable) 

For "Real" Philatelists 

For Astute Investors 

"Gems from Juliard" 

Only a handful of philatel ic 
concerns a ll over the world 
are dealing exclusively with 
E ar ly Issues , w e are one of 
these. 

ALEX S JULIARD 
ERYN MAWR PENNSYLVANIA 
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:--................................................................................ ,
T i 
! T
+ • • POST AL HISTORY . ! 
T i 
T i T O ur Postal History auctions, held at i 
T regular int ervals, contain just a bout every- : 
I thing other than ad hesives as listed by I 
f re gular cata log ues. f 
I I 
i Individ ual scarce covers, specialized i 
T collections of historical material, Reve- f 
T nues, scarce postal stationery, and usually i 
J a nice lot of philatelic literature. f
f If you are interested in adding un- I 
T usual pieces t o you r coll ection, be sure i 
! i T to d ro p us a line for a copy of the i 
! next POSTAL H ISTO RY A UCTI O N cata- i 
T logue. You will be intrigued by the i f variety of material offered. f 
T i 
T You will also fi nd our stock of POSTAL i 
~ STATIO NERY exte nsive, and we will be f 
f g lad t o q uote on ind ivid ua l items or I 
! ext ensive collections of most countries. i 
I f . .
T i 
~ HIGGINS & GAGE, Inc. +
f 23 North Santa Anita, Pasade na, Calif. J
T i 
! PS: We also hold regula r a uctions of i 
T adhesives, too! i 
T i 
~ ................................................................................. :. 
PRICE LISTS FREE: 

1) CO LLECTIONS , General, by 
Coun t ries, Specialized, Fore­
r unners, Airmails, Revenues. 
Lots etc. 36pp (Free) 

2) AUCTION Catalogues of fu­
ture sales ( Free) 

3) S I NGLES and SETS, Whole 
world (Free) 

4) P HILATE LI C LI TERA TU R E, 
88 pages 

(50c deductib le from first order) 

FRITZ BILLIG 
168-39 HIGHLAND A VE. 

JAMAICA 11432, N. Y. 

U. S. A. 
384 
F INE S TAMPS of the W OR L D 
O N APPR OVAL 

T o seri ous collectors of f ine sta mps we 
a re a ble to offe r a n approval service 
second to none. Below we list some of 
t he coun t ries in which we are pa rticu­
la rly strong a t the moment, but we in ­
vite enq uiries for AL L COU NT R IES 
wi t h in t he following limits: Brit ai n a nd 
Briti s h Colo nia ls from 1840 up to Q . E. 
11; Ot he r countr ies up t o a pprox imately 
191 4. 
In a dd it ion we ca n offe r a fine ra ng e of 
Ai r mai l stamps. 
Afghanistan H unga ry 
Austria Italy 
Austr. Italy Italian Sls. 
Ar~enline Japan 
Belgium L uxembourg 
Brazi l l\Iexico 
Bolivia l\Iongolia 
Chile Norway 
China Netherlands 
Denmark Per u 
Finland Poland 
France Por tugal 
F rance used Portug. Cols. 

abroad Rouman ia 
French Cols. Russia 
Greece Spain 
Germany Swed en 
German Sts. Tibet 

Turkey 
U.S.A. 
Uruguay 
Venezuela 
Great B rita in 
Great Britain 
used abroad 

Br. Guiana 
Canada 
Ceylon 
Heligoland 
Hong Kong 
India 
New Zealand 
Palestine 
South Africa 

F rom ma ny of the a bove countr ies we 
ca n offe r covers, proofs a nd other spe­
ci a lized mater ia l. References a re essen ­
tial f rom those unknown to us but we 
do pa y our own posta ge ch arges a t a ll 
t imes. 

J. A. L. FRANKS LTD. 
180 FLEET STREET, LO NDON , E.C .4 

ENGLAN D 
AIRMAIL 
NEW ISSUES 

For years we h ave specialized in 
supplying airmail new issu es. Our ser­
vice is tailored to suit the needs of 
each individual customer. Whether the 
a irma il stamps of the whole world or 
of only a few countries are required 
we can supply them. Each monthly 
new issue distribution is accompanied 
b y a copy of our "Topical Notes" 
(samples sent free on r equest ) . See 
fo r yourself how much you will save. 
No postage values. 

APPROVALS F OR 
THE SPECIALIST 

W e carry a compreh ensive sto ck of 
Air Posts of the World and wel come 
want lists for sets and individual 
items. Many errors and varieties are 
always ava ilable. 

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., Inc. 
Georges A. Med awa r, Pres. 

521 Fifth Ave. New York 17, N. Y. 

,;'f!jOOQQO(fQQQQQOOOQQOQQQOQQat!C 



IF YOU COLLECT ••• 

COVERS AND CANCELLATIONS 

YOU NEED OUR CATALOGUES 

"I must admit . . . " 

"I must admit that I am 
very pleased with the vari­
ous items and I shall most 
certainly watch out for 
similar material at your 
future sales." 

Dr. P.K. 31.7.63 

"Thank you very much 
for the lot which arrived 
this morning, with which 
I am very pleased. I shall 
certainly drop your name 
a m o n g m y collecting 
friends! I look forward to 
doing more business with 
you." 

T.R.C. 19.9.63 

The above are typical of 
the letters of appreciation 
which we receive. Over 
five hundred have been 
published during the past 
two years and all are free­
ly open for inspection. 

It is 'a fact that more 
than half of our new cli­
ents are recommended to 
write to us by collectors 
and dealers who have en­
joyed our services them­
selves. 

DECEMBER 7th, 1963 

Sales No. 40 and No. 41 

Nearly 700 lots, including 

BRITISH WEST INDIES 

CHINA 

GREAT BRITAIN 

HONG KONG 

INDIA 

NETHERLANDS 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Most countries of the World 

Write for large, illustrated, de luxe catalogue 
with range of photo-plates, free and post free 

(2/6 by airmail to abroad). 

SALES ARE HELD EVERY SIX WEEKS 

RIGBY POST AL 
HISTORY AUCTIONS 

LIMITED 

46 QUEENS PARK WEST DRIVE 

BOURNEMOUTH 
England 

Telephone: ••••• Bournemouth 33585 



AIR POST 

December 16, 17, 18 

A Select World-Wide Auction 

including the Collection formed by the late 
Watson B. Dickerman of Long Island 

and offered by order of Mrs. Mary McB. Gaynor 
of Southampton, New York 

Comprises most of the World complete with varieties and some great 
rarities. Included are Bolivia 1924 I Oc inverted center, single and block 
of 4 ($2,500); Colombia #Cl; France, lie de France complete on 2 
flown covers; Iceland, Hopflug set complete; Italy, 1933 Ba Ibo Trans­
Atlantic issue without overprint (C48a $1, I 00) also the normal set of 
two in complete sheets; 1933-34 Servizio di Stato set of two plus 
Colonies of Cyrenaica and Tripolitania; Mexico 1928, 9 different bi­
colors including the rare 25c brown carmine and slate green ($2,500); 
1934 University set; 1935 20c Amelia Earhart; Newfoundland 1919 
Alcock Brown and 1921 Halifax complete sheets of 25; 1921 Halifax 
35c inverted center; 1927 De Pinedo 60c used copy; 1930 Columbia 
50c on 36c, 2 mint copies; 1931 50c green, imperforate horizontally 
o. g. pair; 1933 I Oc imperforate block of four; Sweden 1920 wmkd. 
Crown set of two. 

Many others, including an outstanding Collection of Swiss Semi­
Officials on and off cover. 

Accurately described, fully illustrated 

catalogue gratis on request. 

H. R. HARMER, Inc. 
THE CASPARY AUCTIONEERS 

6 West 48th Street, New York, N. Y., 10036 


