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NOW READY 

Specialty Albums 
FOR 

French Mrica 
South America 

SOUTH AMERICA 
Provides spaces for stamps issued by all countries located in South 
America. About 300 pages. Size 3 binder. 

Complete . .. . .... . ... . .. ... ..... . .. . . .. .. . $6.50 (lllbs.) 
Pages only .... . .. ... .... . ..... . . . . . . . .. .. . 4.50 ( 7 lbs.) 

FRENCH AFRICA 
Provides spaces for stamps issued by all French possessions in Africa. 
About 220 pages. Size 3 binder. 

Complete .. .. . . . ... . . .. . .. . . ... . . . ... . . .. $5.50 ( 9 lbs.) 
Pages only . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.50 ( 6 lb.s.) 

In Preparation-Ready This Summer 
BRITISH EUROPE AND OCEANIA 

BRITISH ASIA 
PORTUCAL AND COLONIES 

BRITISH EUROPE AND OCEANIA 
Provides spaces for stamps issued by Great Britain and British Posses­
sions in Europe and Oceania. About 175 pages. Size 2 binder. 

Complete . . . . . .. . .. ........... . . • .. .. . . ... $4. 7 5 ( 8 lbs.) 
Pages only . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2. 7 5 ( 5 lbs. ) 

BRITISH ASIA 
Provides spaces for stamps issued by British Possessions in Asia. About 
225 pages. Size 3 binder. 

Complete . .. ... .... ... . .. . . .. . . .... .. .. .. . $5.50 9 lbs. ) 
Pages only . . .. . .. . . .. . . .... .... . ....... . . 3.50 6 lbs.) 

PORTUCAL AND COLONIES 
Provides spaces for stamps issued by Portugal and Portuguese Colo­
nies. About 240 pages. Size 3 binder. 

Complete . . . . . .. . . .. .......... . .... . . . .. . $5. 7 5 ( 10 lbs.) 
Pages only . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3. 7 5 ( 7 lbs.) 

All Forwarding Charges Extra. Shipping Weights Indicated. 

Order from your dealer or 

Scott Stamp & Coin Co. 

1 West 4 7th Street ~ New York City 
WEOOOUlll tMllT 
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Canadian Locals 
By H . w ARREN IC. HALE . 

I T has been rather generally accepted that no private post within the territory 
of the present Dominion of Canada has issued stamps, with the one excep­
t ion of Barnard's Cariboo Express in British Columbia. Popularly known 

as Barnard's Express, which was abbreviated to '' B. X. '' on its postal mark­
ings, this independent mail route has long been included, and still is inc .uded, 
in lists of United States locals. But there is little excuse for such classification . 
Coster , in 1882, in his classic work on the P1·ivate Posts of the Unlit ed States 
gave it recognition and the various editions of Scott's Int emotional Albwn car­
ried spaces for its stamps under the United States issues for years prior to that. 
But it is sufficiently proved that its function as a mail carrier was in pract ice 
confined to British Columbia and Vancouver Island. Its stamps are found on 
covers in conjunction with the government stamps of those provinces. True 
it is that th e B.X. had an office or agent in San Francisco and had close working 
arrangements with W ells, F argo & Co.; and further, Barnard 's franks ar e 
found on United States government envelopes and on envelopes of W ells, Fargo 
& Co. together with franks of the latter company. Nevertheless, it would seem 
that th e adhesive stamps of Barnard's Cari boo Express belong, without question, 
among the private issues of Canadian posts; or, to be more specific, to those 
of British Columbia. 

The history of this company and its stamps has been set forth by H enry C. 
Needham, E sq. in his valuable articles on United States Locals (Philatelic Ga­
zette, April, 1916 ), by Mr. Fred Jarrett in his B ritish North Amen:ca (1929 ) , 
as well as by other writers. 

There is, however , another private post whose stamps I think will qualify 
as true Canadian ''Locals,'' if we use this term in its usual and broad er sense 
which includes the stamps of the independent mail routes. 'rhis was the post 
operated by th e Upper Columbia 'rramway and Navigation Company, also of 
British Columbia, but not till after that colony had joined the confederation 
forming the Dominion . Its postal business was very meagr e, used covers being 
now extremely rare. Due to this fact, its stamps and th eir history are practi­
cally unknown to philatelists of to-day. It is my purpose to deal with this post 
in the present article and to follow with the histories, including check-lists and 
illustrations of the stamp varieties, of the numerous fictitious local Canadian 
posts whose stamps obtained such a vogue during the late sixties and the subse­
quent decade. Most of these fabrications were assigned to Montreal as their 
domicile, though one was relegated to Toronto and one, after some contention, 
was conceded to St. John, N. B . For these inventions, as it will appear, the 
notorious Samuel Allan Taylor of Montreal, Albany, Boston and New York 
was largely r esponsible, though several other s joined in the ''racket'' and com-
(79) 
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peted with Taylor ~n the stamp markets of the world. The list of these ·phantom 
posts comprises: Baldwin's Railroad Postage, St. John; British American Col­
lege, Toronto; and the following allocated to Montreal: Bancroft's City Ex­
press, Bell's Dispatch, Bryant Stratton & Co., J. A. Corbeil & Co., Grand Trunk 
Railway, Ker's City Post, Le Beau City Post, Robert W . McLachlan and Wins­
low & Co., Portland Express. 

Upper Columbia Tramway and Navigation Company 
Golden, B. C. 

Incorporated by Act of Parliament in 1891, this company began operations 
in 1893, with Thomas B. H . Cochrane as President and Francis P. Armstrong 
as Manager. Th e latest reference to the company in the British Columbia Ga­
zette announces a meeting of the shareholders to be held at Golden on l\farch 3, 
1902. 'fhe company was dissolved by Act of Parliament in 1927, the same Act 
dissolving many other defunct corporations. During the period of the com­
pany's active existence, numerous references to it are to be found in the pages 
of the Golden Era, a newspaper published at Golden. 

The Upper Columbia Company, to give it its usual short tltle, maintained 
a series of steamer lines on the navigable waters of the Upper Columbia River, 
with its system of lakes, and the Upper Kootenay River. Freight and passen­
gers were carried, for which four steamers were used; the Duchess and the 
Hyak on the Columbia River and Lake Windermere, the Pert on Upper Colum­
bia Lake and the Gwendolin on the Kootenay l{iver. Its tramways were to con­
nect Golden with the steamboat landing on the Columbia River and to form the 
other links necessary to secure a continuous transportation route from the Cana­
dian Pacific Railway at Golden to Fort Steele on the Kootenay River. 

Prior to 1897, the Upper Columbia Company was the contractor for carry­
ing the royal mail between Golden and Fort Steele, including Windermere and 
other intermediate points. But in 1897 it lost the contract, and the award was 
made to a new con'tractor who established a line of stage coaches between the 
various post offices. Accustomed to the service of the river boats, many of the 
settlers were disinclined to use the newer system exclusively and per sisted in 
the old habit of handing to the officers and crew letters for delivery· along the 
route. The company found this practice objectionable; it became more or less 
of a nuisance and put a r esponsibility on the U. C. Co., or its employees, for 
which it received no compensation. As a remedy for this, the secretary, C. H. 
Parson, in his official capacity, arranged for the transportation of letters by the 
company's steamers for a fixed fee, the prepayment of which was to be required. 
To complete the arrangement he caused to be printed, at some time during that 
year, 1897, one lot of a thousand stamps, the only issue of this post. The price 
was set at five cents each, or a dollar a sheet, an estimated ''nuisance value'' of 
the service, it may be inferred. Few were sold, and of the large unused re­
mainder comparatively few seem to have reached the hands of stamp collctors. 

The issuance of this stamp is unique in one respect; and differs in its pur­
pose from that of all other private posts of which I have knowledge. If the 
historical information is correct, the stamp was not issued to compete with the 
government service or to serve a territory not reached by the regular mail. On 
the contrary, the stamp was prepared and a high fee purposely fixed in order to 
discoiirage the use of this unofficial mail' route. The government charge was 
only three cents for the same service. And· of course, if the letter was to be de­
livered at any post office, which it may be assumed would generally be the case, 
a Canadian government stamp would be required in addition. 

In the summer of 1898, the late Basil C. Hamilton of Winnipeg, a collector, 
investigated this post. He was assured by certain postmasters, particularly the 
one at Windemere, that letters bea.ring these stamps had passed through their 
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offices, but th ey did not " remember seeing · many . " 'fhese statements, confirm­
ing the story as t old in his intervievv with Parson (th e name is misquoted as 
''Parsons'' in H amilton 's r eport ), wer e considered by H amilton to prove con­
clusively th e use of the stamp and the availability of th e post for the general 
public. 

I ha ve seen but one stam p used on cover . This is no\1· the p roperty of ,Jules 
L abarthe, of Berkeley, Californ ia, and his courtesy in lending th e cover has 
enabled the accompanying illustration to be put on r ecord . Vlilliam Van , of 
Winnipeg, supplied me with th e unused block from which th e entire sheet was 
easily r econstructed. My th anks are clue to both these gentlemen. lt will be 
noticed that th e used cover is addrestied to ' ' C. Parson E sg, '' and no doubt was 
intended for th e secr etary of th e company. Though no private postmark or 
cancellati on was used , t he letter was mailed, apparently , a t some point ~llong the 
river route other than Golden and deposited in the post office at the lat ter place 
for final delivery . Th e cover is dated July 27, 1898, at which time Hamilton 
was in the r egion . The U. C. stamp i::; of th e sub-type used for positions Nos. 5 
and 16 on t he sheet , variety II ( e). 

Th e stamps wer e printed in sheets of twenty-four horizontal rows of five 
each; with no imprint. P erforations wer e only applied between the stamps, 
leaving the sheet with four straight edges. Th e impression is typographed from 
a type-set design and is printed in deep r ed ink of a crimson shade on medium­
weight white wove paper, coated on th e r eversf) with smooth white gum. 

Ther e are t en minor varieties of th e design in the upper two rows, which 
varieties are r epeated in the lower half by a ' 'turned sh eet '' of the t en subj ects, 
causing five vertical tet e-beche pairs across th e middle of the complete sheet. 
These pairs are stamps Nos. 6 and 11, 7 and 12, 8 and 13, 9 and 14, 10 and 15. 

The border of each stamp consists of either 34 or 38 detached tulip-like 
floral ornaments. Stamps Nos. 5 and 16, 10 and 11, have 38 ornaments, all other 
subj ects having 34 each. 
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U 1l tle1· Cohuubi:t Trun1u'a y ;uul N;u·ig·ution Co1n1•uny Reconstructed S lteet . 

(Reduced 1 / 6th.) 

The ornaments are of two sorts, but the border of each stamp is composed 
entirely of identical units; that is, the two sorts do not occur on the same stamp. 
'fhe two sorts are of the same general design; but in one sort the flower is in 
outline, while in the other the petals are printed in solid color. Subjects 1 and 
20, 2 and 19, 6 and 15, 7 and 14, have the floral units in outline; the other 
twelve subjects have the flovvers in solid color. 

'fhese tulip-like designs, taken singly, are symmetrical with respect to one 
axis (normally this would be a vertical axis) and the border is set throughout 
with the axis of each flower running in the same direction as the border itself. 
But the base of the flower may lie in either direction; that is, the flower may be 
upright or inverted in the side borders, and on its right side or its left in the 
upper and lower borders. From this it will be seen that the floral units change 
their orientation as the border is followed around its course. Each of the ten 
subjects in the half sheet, with the exception of Nos. 2 and 9 in the upper half 
and their corresponding subjects, 19 and 12, in the lower half, differ in the 
arrangement of their border units. 

In consequence of the turned-sheet method of composition, there is no stamp 
that has a straight edge at the bottom. Nos. 2 and 19, 3 and 18, 4 and 17, have 
each a straight edge at top only. Nos. 6 and 15 have straight edges at left only; 
Nos. 10 and 11, at right only. Nos. 1 and 20 have each straight edges at top and 
left; Nos. 5 and 16, at top and right. And Nos. 7 and 14, 8 and 13, 9 and 12, 
are perforated all around. 

Check List and Key 
1897 5c red, perforated 12. 

Type I. Outlined flowers in border. 
Type II . Solid flowers i·n border. 
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There is also the variety of the tete-bechc pairs; and ten minor varieties, as 
follows: 

Type I(a). Subjects Nos. 1 and 20 have 34 outlined flowers in the border, 
with four changes in direction. The flowers meet base-to-base at the right of the 
center in the upper border and below the center in the left border; they meet 
top-to-top in the centers of both the upper and the lower borders. The top and 
left side have unperforated straight edges. 

Type I (b). Nos. 2 and 19 have 34 outlined flowers, with four changes in 
direction. The flowers meet base-to-base in the centers of the upper and the 
lower borders; they meet top-to-top at the left in the lower border and low in 
the right border. The top has a straight edge. 

Type II ( c). Nos. 3 and 18 have 34 solid flowers, with four changes. The 
flowers meet base-to-base in the centers of the upper and the lower borders; 
top-to-top at the left and right of center in the lower border. The top has a 
straight edge. 

Type II ( d). Nos. 4 and 17 have 34 solid flowers, with four changes. The 
flowers meet base-to-base in the centers of the upper and the lower borders; 
top-to-top at the right in the lower border and low in the left border. The top 
has a straight edge. 

Type II (e). Nos. 5 and 16 have 38 solid flowers, with eighteen changes. 
The flowers meet base-to-base in the upper border at the left and center, in the 
lower border at the center and right, twice in the left border and thrice in the 
right border. The flowers meet top-to-top at the left and right of center in the 
upper border and at similar positions in the lower border, twice in the left 
border and thrice in the right border. The top and right side have straight 
edges. 

Type I (f). Nos. 6 and 15 have 34 outlined flowers, with eight changes. 
The flowers meet base-to-base in the centers of the upper and the lower borders, 
low in the left border and high in the right; top-to-top at the left and at the 
right in both the upper and the lower borders. The left side has a straight edge. · 

Type I (g). Nos. 7 and 14 have 34 outlined flowers, with four changes. 
The flowers meet base-to-base in the centers of the upper and the lower borders; 
top-to-top at the left in the upper border and lm.v in the right border. The four 
sides are perforated. 

'fype II (h). Nos. 8 and 13 have 34 solid flowers, with six changes. The 
flowers meet base-to-base in the centers of the upper and the lower borders, and 
high in the right border; top-to-top at the right in both the upper and the lower 
borders, and low in the left border. The four sides are perforated. 

Type II (i ). Nos. 9 and 12 have 34 solid flowers, with four changes. 'fhe 
flowers meet base-to-base in the centers of the upper and the lower border.s; 
top-to-top at the left in the lower border and low in the right border. The four 
sides are perforated. 

Type II (j). Nos. 10 and 11 have 38 solid flowers, with sixteen changes. 
The flowers meet base-to-base at the left and right of center in the upper border, 
in the center of the lower border, thrice in the left border and twice in the right; 
top-to-top in the center of the upper border, at the left in the lower border, and 
thrice each in the left and the rig'ht borders. The right side has a straight edge. 

No description or analysis of the types and varieties bas previously been 
published. 'fhe following references are cited: 

Montreal Philatelist, 1900, III-4, p. 42. 
Stamps of British North A.rnerica, Jarrett, 1929, p. 222. 
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New Y orl~ Straight Line Postmarl~s 
By V . W . ROTNEM. 

N EW-Y 0 RK• May• 17. 
51l11D . 

N,YQRK. Dec 25 · New-York •apri1•5 
4imm. 4mm . 

'l"' \\·o of t h e :1bo\.'e i te111 s .a re in b lue, fl.·01 11 the I. ... U. 1Uason Coli ect ion. 

\""I 7.S(4Yz. 57)·.B Lul!'. 

NEW 
YORK 

n-'><> - 7a (Z 4 •S) 
K o w W•6!: R CoL. c:r N1 A. L... 
,t. N O ,ae. "o-.VT! O NAR Y Po~T.3 

N ... YORK•MA:t 

'rile iUust'1·a ted stud y aboYe ten«l s to 1.n·oye t l1 e fo JJ o ,,ciug;: 'l' h ere n ·ere three si'.'-es of 
tyi•es i n use for Ne\\- York Str:1ig·l1t J_. ines, 4 n nn., 4 ¥2 111111., n nd 5 111111. in h eii.;;l1 t11 . 

STRAIGHT Lin e postmarks began, in New York, in the early days of the 
Franklin regime as Deputy Postmaster General for the Crown , 1753-1774, 
and are similar to the postal markings employed in England. 

'fhe ea rliest straight line postmark known to the student of early postal 
affairs of t he lTnited States is believed to be th e New York, in two lines, black, 
herewith illustrated. This is on a letter to Col. George Washington , dated 1756. 
According to Robert F. Chambers, compiler of Stmight 1~ine Postmarks. similar 
marks, also in black are known on New York letters of 1761, 1762, 1766, 1767 
and 1772. 

Some of these, probably th e major number, have also a sma11 circular post­
mark containing the date marking, consisting of th e date numeral and an abbre­
viation for the month. 'fhese circles measured 15mm. in diameter and differed 
from the British type:-; in not haYing a rule between th~ numeral and the month 
abbreviation. 



N•York.. Mar. 19. 
1785--4x54 

N.York nov. 11. 
l 785--4x48 

N York Dec 2 
\787 (~ . .... o) 

New•York DEC 6 
l789--5X53 

New-York• march17 
1790--4x57 

New-York•april*5. 
1790-~4x55 

N•Y ork..Aug: 
1785--4x60 

N-Y erk.Feb: IS. 
1786--4x46 

N-YORK June 3 
1788--4x51 

New-York Jan 31 

t 7. 

New-York "march, 10. 

17~0 ( 4 • .52,.) 

NEW-YORK•1une•Z8. NEW-YORK•july 30 
1790--5x67 

N[W-YORK augu{t *10 
1790--5x7U 

NEW-YORK.DEC•6 
I T'l> o (S • " z) 

N•York.May 3 
l 792--4ix4~ 

N-YORK. Feb 26. 
1'793--4tx5lt 

N,YORK.D e c 25 
l 793-··4h:51·} 

l 790--5x62·} 

1790--5x62 

N-YORK.Apr.23 

N•YorkJune.19 
1792--Hx49 

N, YORK,Q CT .. 9 
1793 ( ... >' •• So) 

N YORK' Mr 15 
1794--4h:4~ 

N .York.Oct 21. 

N-York Mar: j, 
1786--4x44 

N-York July.23 
1'78 " ( 4 .. 4~ 

New-York. Feb. 21 
1790--4x5fi 

1790--4x64 

NEW-¥"0RK*May*17. 
1790--5x66 

NEW-YORK•auguft 1 
1790--5x65 

1790--5x64 

N-YORK.may .24 
1791--51'51 .,,,, 

N :YORK..Jan 'l7. 
t? 9.5 ( s .szJ 

N 'YORK~ NOY • 1. 
l'f93--4tx50 

N YORK. April.9 
1794--4~50 

N YORK. Apr. 24 
1794--4µ4~ 

N * Y •July 8 NEW-YORK•auguft 24. 

N • Y.OCT• 10• 
1794--4~42 

N-YORK SEPT 6 
1795--4t xso 

N•York •Nov. 10 
1795--4P:47 

l794--4P:39 

N • y ... DECr,22 
1794--4t x43 

N•York•Oct•2.8 
1795--4~45t 

N •York· DEC 2 
1795--4tx46 

17 94 ( s<'TO) 

N•York MAY• 4 
1795--4l x47 

N•Y ork. · Nover 5 

N•York JANytt 
l796--4tx48 

1796--4µ48 
N •York JU Ly. lG N •York Aug.19 

1796--4tx48 1796--4tx46 

N •York JU NE 11 

N•YORKJAN 28 NYork•MarchH 
1797--4x48 IT97 (4 )i, "o) 

N•YORKAU 4 
1797--4tx46 N-YORK•oo ~6 

,,,, (•Yi,·~ 
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According to some recorded covers this circular mark was applied generally 
between 1760 and 1770, at New York, and elsewher e, in the Colonies up to a 
later date. 

P ostal marking·s wer e made of either boxwood or har d metal similar to the 
bookbind er 's metal. 

Th e writer is at tempting to '' p~ate'' t hese items to the extent of locating 
one cover for each month of each year . Such an effort has disclosed a rough 
scheme of studied differ ence on the par t of the ''type-setter.'' 

It will be noted that the spelling of New York varies as follows : N. Y. , 
N. YORK, New-York, NEW-YORK, N. York. By the use of capitals and lower­
case letter s the months appear in many varieties. Asterisks, dashes, periods 
and normal and inverted commas may have their studied in tent ion , or, may 
have been haphazard. Sometimes it would appear, differences occurred when 
two digits wer e involved in a dating as, e. g., lVIarch, 1790, August, 1790 and 
April, 1794. It may be, to complete the study, that one should endeavor to 
have two covers for each month showing single and doub~e digits in the dates. 

Readers will confe r a favor by checking up their Stra ight Line Kew York 
cover s with the below list and advising the writer of any unlisted items. 
Brief Reviews 
HONG KONG TREATY PORTS AND 

OTHER POSTMARl\.S, by Bishop, 
Morton and Saye rs. Published by A. E . 
Hopkins, 3 George St., Bath, England. 
Price $10. 

To the collector of the s t a mps of H o n g 
Kong this book is a bsolute ly indis pen sa­
ble a nd w ell worth th e price ask ed , for 
the informa tion is obta ina ble in no othe r 
f orm. 

The postma rks offer a fi eld of a bsorb­
ing inter es t , especia lly on the s t a mps of 
Hong Kong which w er e u sed outs ide the 
colony. The book t a k es up in d et a il th e 
postma rks of the gene ral pos t office and 
of the bra n ch a nd s ub pos t offices of th e 
colony of Hong Konk . The po stmark s 
on Hong Kong s t a mps include British , 
Chinese, Fren ch , Germa n , Au stria n , Hun­
garia n , J a pa n ese, Cana dia n, United 
Sta t es , Dutch , Ita lia n , Russia n a n d o ther 
s hip postma rks. 

Ther e a r e al so t h e Treat y P o rt post­
marks on Hong Kong s t a mps which form 
a ver y inte r esting ch a pter. 

All the postma rks m ention ed a r e illus ­
t rate d throug h o ut th e t ext a nd the book 
is also s upplem ente d with 24 full page 
pla t es, showing the stamps on cove r s a nd 
pieces of cove r . These pla t es h a ve a ll 
been d efaced t o conform with the U . S. 
postal r egulation s. 

The d em a nd fo r a book of this kind 
will of course be extre m ely limite d so 
tha t despite of the pri ce that is ask ed , 
the publish e r can h a rdly hope to cove r 
his exp en ses . It is truly a work of love . 

The Collectol's Club is indebte d t o the 
publish er for a co mplimenta r y co py. 

YVER'l' ET TEI1LIER-CHAMPION, Cat­
alog, 1934, publishell b~' Yve1·t e t T el­
l'ie r, 37 Rue d es Ja.cobins, Am.iens, 
F1·ance , price 42 Ft·. 

This cat a log for 19 34 conta ins 1 384 
pages a nd is gettin g t o be su ch a bulky 
vo lume tha t eventua lly so m e solut ion as 
a dopte d by th e Sco tt Co mpany will be 
n ecessa r y. 

It is the s t a nda rd in Fra n ce a nd is 
u sed ext e ns ive ly o n th e Contine nt. It 
na tura lly d evotes con s id e r a ble space t o 
Fra nce a nd Co lonies. 

I FRANCOBOLLI D'ITALIA, 1934, pub­
fish e d by Fl'a.t.e lli OliYa , Via Pa.lestro, 
6 , Genova, Italy. 

The 19 3 4 Edition of t his s pl endid w ork 
on the s ta mps of Ita ly m a intain s th e hig h 
s t a nda rd of previo us iss ues a nd is a n in­
dispe n sable h a ndboo k for s pecialis t s in 
t h e s t a mps of this co u n try. It is well 
illust rated , a nd a ltho u gh it is p r in ted in 
Ita li a n , can be fo llowed b y a n yon e n ot 
fa milia r w it h th e la n g uage. 

RYLUNDS ILLUS'l'REREDE' FRIMAER­
IiE-KATALOG, 1934, Publish ed by A. 
Ryluncl, Aa1·hus, D emna.rk, tll'ice 1 J{r. 

An Illus trate d Catalo g of Denma rk , 
D. W . Indies , Finla nd , Icela n d , a nd Nor­
way a n d Swe d e n. It conta ins 3 00 illus­
tra tion s a nd th o u gh it is printed in Da n­
ish the t ext is easil y foll owed a nd col­
lec tors will find it a valuable g uide. 
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Unlisted Varieties of Wells Fargo 
and Co's. Hand~!~Jllped Franks 

By ERNEST A. WILTSEE. 

I N 1926, Dr. Victor l\IL Berthold produced his well known "Handbook of the 
W ells Fargo and Co's. H andstamps and Ii'ranks,'' published by The Scott 
Stamp & Coin Company, a comprehensive work of great merit. However, 

recent discoveries have brought to light early Wells Fargo and Co's. Franks, 
not included in this handbook, being doubtless then unknown. It has therefore 
occurred to the writer that it would be well to bring these Franks, as it were, 
up to date by setting forth the unlisted early handstamped Franks known to 
him. It may well be that there are various others. 

The greater portion of these unlisted varieties are modifications of the 
known handstamped types, numbers 1-Xlll. But there is one unlisted item so 
original and different from any of the '.V ells Fargo and Co's. types that it is 
thought well to head this article with it. 

Type VIIA. Over a year ago the writer secured a small collection of rare 
Franks cut out of the original folded letters. Among them was the first example 
of the item in question known to him, a "Wells 1<-,argo and Co's.-Rxpress­
Michigan City," handstamped in blue, and contained in a fancy frame, not em­
ployed, as far as he knows, on any other Wells Fargo Frank. He recently suc­
ceeded in securing the same item on an envelope, somewhat poorly stamped, but 
in bright red instead of blue, on a U. S. three-cent stamped envelope, number 
2305. The year is 1855, pencilled on the envelope, which is probably correct. 
In order that this interesting ];-,rank may be portrayed with certainty, both the 
said envelope and the cut-out item follows: 

'l'y1>e VllA. Collection of E. A . Wiltsee. lnscri1•,tion in three lines. " ' VELLS FARGO 
& CO'S.- EXPRESS- iUICHIGAN Cl'l'Y." Ornate fancy doublelined fra m e. 30111111. by 
41nnn. Color brig·ht red. T lt e 'vortls "~licbig·;1n Cit'y" so1ne,vbat indistinct, but e l e;trl y 
recogniznbl e fro1n tl1e c ut-out iten1 below. 
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Type VllA. Collec tion o f E . A. Wiltsee. lnscri1Jtio11 in three lines. "' VE l..-LS FARGO 
& CO'S.-EXPRESS-1'-llCHIGAN Cl'l'Y." Orn:tte •loubl e line tl fr:uue. 30111111. x 41 nun .. 
Color blue. Cut out fro111 orig·hutl cover nntl clist•lnyetl on coYer to " ·lli c lt it is nttachetl. 

And now a word as to Michigan City. This camp was the predecessor of 
the better-known later camp of Michigan Bluff. It was situated on the middle 
fork of the American River, but down on the fiats along the river, which were 
afterward found to be "Pay gravel," and were then worked out. The town 
was moved high up on the neighboring south bank a quarter of a mile away, 
where it remains practically "ghost" until this day. 'rhe only delineation of 
Michigan City's existence is a rare lithographed letter-sheet published by 
Barber and Baker of Sacramento, with a view of Michigan City above and upon 
which a letter dated August 13, 1854, was written. The "City" consisted as 
many others of that date, of a collection of small cabins and was nothing like as 
pretentious as its later and more affluent successor on the "Bluff" which be­
came one of the most prominent mining camps in the State. 

Michigan City never had a post office. Like other early camps it did have 
Express offices, at one of which these handstamps were affixed. 

Michigan Bluff was in existence before June 30, 1855. It must have grown 
concomitantly with the neighboring and early city, which immediately there­
after passed out of existence. 

It so happens that the writer has a Wells Fargo Express cover addressed 
to Miss Sinclair Lewis, doubtless a relative of Catherine Sinclair, the divorced 
wife of Edwin Forrest, who, with her company, was playing these selfsame 
mining camps at that date. This cover was carried by Wells Fargo from San 
l<~rancisco and forwarded to Miss Lewis, '' c/ o. Theatre, l\Iichigan City. '' This 
letter, in a masculine hand, bears the imprint of the corner card of the ''Agency 
of the Accessory 'rransit Company of Nicaragua.'' It will be noted that the 
above envelope is addressed in a feminine hand to "B. F. Voorhees Esq., Office 
of the Agency of the Accessory Transit Company of Nicaragua, San Francisco." 
Did this envelope contain the answer to the letter mailed from San Francisco i 
It may be even so. The Accessory Transit Co. of Nicaragua, flourished in 1855. 

Additional Varieties of Listed Types 
Handstamp Type lVC. 

Type IVC. On page 17, Dr. Berthold mentions, but does not give an ex­
ample, of Type IVA. This type is much rarer than type lV, "Express" being 
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in block letters in center, with town name below, and of course single lined like 
type IV, the oval being 24mm x 38mm. There are numerous examples of this 
block letter type, all the prominent towns such as San Francisco, Marysville and 
Sacramento, occurring in either r ed or blue. But nmvhere does Dr . Berthold 
mention either type 1 V or 1 VA, as existing in black or being double-lined. 

However, the writer has an interesting item of this double-lined block 
letter type, which he calls type 1 VC, in black, the town beingBenicia, and accom­
panied by a similarly double lined "Paid,'' in the same color. The full letter 
sheet addressed to Hon. W. Van Voorhees, Secretary of State, is elated January 
3, 1853, six months after W ells l~argo commenced its existence. 

,. /' 
'l , Yl•e l ' ' C. ColJ ect io n of E. A . ' V il tsee-. I n scriution in t h ree lines. ""'\>Ve il s Fa rgo & 

Co 's- Ex11ress- De11ic i n." Double line d o v :il 21 1111u . x 3 7 nun. "Ex1•ress," 1 9 1u1n. long·. 
Color blnck. A l so "Pa id" iu trunc n tetl 1Ja r all e l og·rnn1 , a l so black, 12 nun . x 27 1 11111 . On 
f ull blue letter s h eet d;itetl J anuary :{, 1853. 

Another similar item of the type 1 VC, is, "l\Iok. Hill,'' (l\Iokelumne Hill ). 
Th e word" Express" is larger, being 23mm instead of 19. The Frank is clouble­
linecl and the color blue. Th e oval is 21.mm x 37mm. Handstampecl on a full 
letter elated, F ebruary 11, 1854. 

Still another item of the same type is, "Sacramento," also clou ble-lined 
oval, 20mm x 38mm, color red. Again on a full letter sheet dated, June 1, 1853. 

'l'ype 1 VB. ..Wells F argo and Co's. Express, San Francisco. 'l'he example 
given in Dr. Berthold 's handbook as type 1 V, was evidently the secoml hand­
stamp of this type used, and which was also later extensively used as a canceller 
on Type 5, and other printed Franks. For a careful examination shows that 
there was an earlier variety, in which the German script '' Express,'' was in 
letters only 3mm in height, wh ile in the usual later type the letters are 4mm in 
height. The ovals are about the same in length . The full folded letters with 
this early variety in the writers collection are dated, April 19, 1853, and June 
7, 1853. 'l'his earlier variety occurs in both blue and r eel. W e call it type 1 VB, 
although in r eality it preceded type 1 V. 
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Type VlllAA. On page 19, Dr. Berthold cites type VlllA, being the 
second of the four ''Steamboat'' types. 'fhis is clearly a single-lined oval 23mm 
x 39.mm. But the writer bas this item in a larger douh'e-lined oval as follows: 

r_r l· 1,e Vl l ll)..A.. Coll e ction o f E . .A .• '\\T iltsce. Jnscri11tion in th t" t"e li n es in tl o uhl c line d 
ov:al . ' ~ \.VELLS FARG O 1.fk CO'S.-EXPRESS-S'l'EA~JBO.A1-1 ." o , ·:11 ~-5 11t1 u . :x 41 nun . Col or 
dark blue. Also Y:n··i es fro111 ·v111 .A, iu li:n1 i n ~; :1 i1 eri o cl a fter •·ste:uubo.a t ." O n a \\"h_i te 
f oltle d co, 'e1· atltlre s sed to a Gov e r111n e n t OUi ci:1l at B e ni c ia . A nnota t ion \\·ith in , •' D a rnley, 
lS.~3." lU o n t h n ot g· i\·e n . 

It is interesting to note that all these rare varieties of Wells Fargo & Co's. 
handstamps are the earliest ones used, and most of them are double lined ovals. 
This together with their accompanying rarity would account for their not having 
been listed before. Later the double lined varieties ceased, and Wells Fargo 
Franks were far more stabilized, and after printed Franks began varieties were 
few. H owever, the Franks of this most important Express should be recorded 
in their fullness and entirety. And as these early and rare double-lined varie­
ties have been completely overlooked, it has been thought worth while to record 
them. And doubtless other earlv varieties exist of which the ·writer would be 
glad to be advised, both as to the. size of ovals and double lines. 
BELGIQUE, EMISSION de 1015. By A. 
De Haen e, r eprint fro1n La Revue Pos­
tale, Bruxelles, Belgium, Price 5 Fr. 

Large outline cuts show every detail 
of the designs and can readily be follow­
ed by the collector who may not be able 
to read French. 

MARTI N'S AIB TR,ANSPORT LABEL 
CATALOG, 1934, publish ed by Carl M. 
Beck en , 7 No. 7th St., Minnea.polis, 
Minn . 

This catalog should do much to stimu­
late increased interest in connection with 
the labels u sed by the Air Transport 
Com panies . 

DE JU,EINRONDSTEMPELS VAN NED­
ERL..>\.ND, P. C. n:.orteweg, P u blished 
by De P h ilatelist, Rotterdam, Hol'lai1d . 

Contains a complete list of the cities 
using the small round postmarks of 
Netherlands and will prove indispensable 
to collectors of these issues. 

STAl\'JP ALBUM AND ACCESSORY AT­
ALOG, Publish ed by G . F . Rapkin, 
London, E11gland . 

One of the most comprehensive lines 
of philatelic accessories ever manufac­
tured. The catalog is only available to 
dealers. 
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The United States 
of the 20th 

Postage Stamps 
Century 

By BEVERLY S. K ING AND lVIAx G . • Tom,. 

Copyr ig h t 1934 by B e v e r l y S. K in g and Max G. Joh!. 
A ll R ig hts F or Great Brita in R e s e rved. 

1922-34 ISSUE 

T HE establishment of the Philatelic Agency, Division of Stamps, at the 
Washington Post Office, by the Post Office Department, in December 
1921, was perhaps a measure of self-defense as well as a r ecognition of 

the growing importance of stamp collecting and collectors. The work of caring 
for both general and special philatelic r equests and answering questions had 
become such a burden as to seriously hamper the routine duties of the stamp 
division clerks. It was thought by Third Assistant Postmaster General W. Irv­
ing Glover that such a department might r elieve a congested condition and at 
the same time permit .the department to fill orders promptly for centered copies, 
plate number blocks and other special items demanded by collectors. 

It was little thought at the time that this Division would amount to very 
much so far as the volume of business done was concerned but it is interesting 
to note that wh en first inaugurated only clerks under Michael L. Eidsness, Jr., 
were assigned for this work, the total sales for the first year amounting only to 
$20,906.00, while in th e six months ending December 31, 1933 the total sales 
·wer e $333,479.62. With the creation of this agency the Post Office Department 
inaugurated a policy of distributing advance information on new issues, lists 
of stamps in stock and other matters of inter est to philatelist s. Publication r e­
leases were also prepared for dist ribut ion to the daily press and philatelic 
journals. 

In July 1922 a r eport from Washington stated that the Post Office Depart­
ment was contemplating issuing a new series of postage stamps to r epl ace the 
designs which had been current with but slight changes since the latter part of 
1908. This inter esting news resulted in widespread newspaper publicity through­
out the country. 'rher e were both favorable and adverse comments, many papers 
stating that the proposed issue was instigated by collector s rather than to fill 
an actual need, but in a formal statement issued August 19th W . Irving Glover, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General, denied that the proposed change was in 
any way influenced by stamp collectors but r ather that the best interest of the 
department warranted it. H e explained the reason for the change as follows: 

" In response to appeals of the Postmaster General for suggestions for the bet­
term ent of t h e posta l servi ce, thousands of letters suggesti n g a 1~ew issue h ave been 
received f rom employees of the postal service, who poii1ted out the a dvi sability of a 
more distinct variation in designs for postage stamps a.s well as colors that do not 
possess striking simil a.r ity. The Depa.rtm ent k n ows that t houFands of dollars in 
reven u e are Jost yearly in the postal service due to the strikin g similarity in stamps, 
as well a s littl e deviation of color which prevents postal employees from detecting 
short paid matter. This li ab ility of error is increased by cancellation whi ch often 
ob literates the numerals to such a n extent that errors cannot be detected properly. 

In fact the present issu e bears so many features a like that errors now m a de in 
handling m a il with these stamps attach ed are in the m a jority of cases excusable. 
Particula rly is this tr u e in m a n y of the la r ger post offices, where artificial light is 
necessarily being used. Inasmuch as the stamps from on e to seven cent denomina-
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tion bear the portrait of Washington and the eight cent to $5. bear the portrait of 
Franklin, postal clerks cannot easily distinguish the denomination in the rapid 
handling of mail because of the lack of distinctive features." 

Among others the Cleveland Plain Dealer commented on this announcement, 
adding that the practical reasons given were more important than any esthetic 
need of change, and voiced their approval of the proposed new issue. 

'fhe Post Office Department seriously considered a pictorial series for this 
issue and to that end had the Bureau prepare a number of models carrying 
scenes and views of national interest from various parts of the country. We 
have illustrated a number of these taken from the artist's original drawings 
simply as a matter of record. 

On October 1, 1922, the newspapers published in full the Department's 
prepared announcement giving the reason for the choice of subjects, as follows: 

"The subjects were selected with careful regard for their suitability. The por­
traits include Washington and Jefferson as fathers of our institutions, Franklin as 
first Postmaster General, Martha Washington to commemorate the pioneer woman­
hood of America, Lincoln, Garfield and McKinley as the 'Martyr Presidents'; Monroe 
to mark the foreign policy associated with his name, with Grant, Hayes, Cleveland 
and Roosevelt carrying on the historical line to a recent date." 

The following details released by the Department through its information 
service under date of October 11, 1922, was of interest to United States special­
ists: 

"The colors and the designation of the dye stocks carried by the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing for the printing of stamps are as follows: 

le Franklin -Regular green 
2c Washington - Regular red 
3c Lincoln -Regular purple , 
4c -$50.00 Liberty Loan Bond back brown 
5c - Regular blue 
6c - Regular orange 
7c - Note black 
Sc - Bond blue . 
9c - Secretary of the Senate Compensation check pink 

10c - Regular yellow 
llc -$ 500.00 Postal Savings light blue 
12c -$ 500.00 regular back 2 % U. S. Bond purpli'sh brown 
14c - REGULAR YELLOW GREEN 
15c -$5, 000.00 Federal Farm Loan Bank dark grey 
20c Yosemite Falls - Cigarette blue revenue stamp 
25c Niagara Falls - Note green 
30c - Sepia 
50c - Philippine Is-lands Internal Revenue lavender 

$1.00 - Philippine Island documentary brown 
$2.00 Capitol - Regular blue 
$5.00 America head - Bi-color border regular red, face yellow blue." 

It is evident from this list that at the time the colors had been decided upon 
no final decision had been reached as to the subjects to be used on all of the 
values, and also that this was the first official notice to the public that accurately 
defined the colors selected for the various denominations. It is of interest to 
note that before issuing the fourteen cent and twenty cent stamps the colors 
were changed, while in spite of the care taken to correctly describe the shades 
prepared for the various values little effort seems to have been taken to retain 
them after the first printing. 

The adoption of this new series, the subjects used on each, and the reason 
for the two new values were described in the Report of the Postmaster General 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1922. This Report is as follows: 

"Preliminary steps were taken to change the designs on all denominations of 
postage stamps which had for many years been confined to portraits of Washington 
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and Franklin exclus ively. The new designs will include portraits of various indi­
viduals prominent in the history of the country as well as a number distinctly nation­
a l in ch aracter. 

In determining upon the adoption of the new designs the Department was in­
fluenced primarily by the representations upon the part of Postmasters and em­
ployees in the Postal Service that s imilarity of design and co lor u sed in the present 
issue led to great difficulty in distinguishing the different denominations and that 
material losses in reveu u e were occurring through the inabi lity of postal clerks to 
detect short-paid matter in the rapid handling of m ail. 

In addition to the changes in design, stamps in new denominations of fourteen 
cents and twenty-five cents are being prepared to m eet the postage rate::; applying 
to parcel post mailings of certain weights and zones now requiring two or more 
stamps. The t hirteen cent stamp h as been omitted from the new series as thi s d e­
nomination is no longer used to prepay postage and registry fees under the present 
postage rates. The department encourages the use of a single stamp whenever 
possible to prepay the required postage as a matter of econo m y in manufacture costs. 
and to expedite the handling of the m ail. Aside from the economic reasons, it is. 
believed the change in designs will meet with popular approval and r esult in a dded. 
interest on the part of the public in the Postal Service in gen eral. 

The subjects selected for the new seri es of stamps are as follows: 

le Franklin 
2c Washington 
3c Lincoln 
4c Martha Washington 
5c Roosevelt 
6c Garfield 
7c McKinley 

8c Grant 
9c J e ffe r son 

lO c Monroe 
llc Hayes 
12c Cleveland 
14c Indian 
15c Statue of Liberty 

20c Yosemite 
25c Niagara 
30c Buffalo 
5 Oc Arlington Amphitheatre 

$1.00 Lincoln Memorial 
$2.00 Capitol 
$5.00 America Memorial 

'l'he above list of subjects was follmcved for all values except the twenty­
cent, that being cha nged to a view of the "Golden Gate" before the stamps 
were issued. 

In addition to the historical background that prompted the choice of sub­
jects for the various values the Department inaugurated a plan of first issuing 
the stamps at certain places and on specified dates that were of historical or 
geographical significance to the subj ect on the stamp. 'l'his spr ead the first 
date of issue for the entire series over a period of about six months and greatly 
increased the interest of non-collectors. This new method also made it manda­
tory that a sufficient quantity of the old type stock be kept on hand to meet 
requirements until the date was reached for the ''first day'' issue of the various 
new va lues. As a result it was often several months or more before th e new 
stamps bad any wide diRtribution as supplies of the superseded issue were being 
delivered by the Bureau for quite some time after the new issue first made their 
appearance. 

The first stamp of this series to be issued was the eleven cent, portraying 
Rutherford B. Hayes, and appeared on the one hundredth anniversary of his 
birth. The official notice follows: 

NEW 11-CENT POSTAGE STAMPS, 1922 ISSUE. 

Thir d Asst. Postmaster General. 
Washington, September 30, 19 22. 

Postmasters and other officers and employees of the Postal Service are notified 
that the department h as issued a new 11-cent poetage stamp. It is the first stamp 
of a new series which will replace the present issue of ordinary stamps known as 
the series of 1912. 

A description fo ll ows: The stamp is the same shape and size-75/100 by 
87 / 10 0 inch- as t h e present series of stamps , and is printed in peacock-blue ink. 
The centra l design is a portrait of Rutherford B. Hayes within an oval, and is partly 
inclosed in a panel which is supported on either side by acanthus scrolls. Above 
the portrait in a curved line appear the words "United States Postage" in white 
Roman letters. On a ribbon below the oval is t h e name "Hayes," a nd und er this , 
at the bottom of the stamp, appears the word "Cents." In both lower corner s with­
in ovals with dark backgrounds a r e the white numerals "11." The entire stamp is 
inclosed within a crossline border with small triangular ornaments in both upper 
co rners . 
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The first issue of the n ew 11-cent stamp will be placed on sale Octob er 4, 19 22, 
at Fremont, Ohio , in connection with the celebra tion of the on e hundredth a nniver­
sary of the form er Pres ident's birth. They will a lso be placed on sale October 4, 
19 2 2, at the philatelic s tamp agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office Depa rtment, 
for the ben efit of stamp coll ectors a nd deal ers . 

The new 11-cent s tamp will not be issued to postmasters until the present sup­
ply of the current issu e is exh a usted. 

W. IRVING GLOVER, 
Third Assista nt Postmaster Gen eral. 

The next stamp to be issued was that of the five cent portraying Theodore 
Roosevelt. This was also issued on an appropriate date, that of Roosevelt's 
birthday. The official notice follows: 

NEW 5 -CENT POST'AGE STAMP, 1922 ISSUE. 
Third Asst. P ostmaster General , 

Washington, October 24, 192 2. 
Postmasters and other officers and employees of the Postal Service a r e notified 

that the Department is a bout to issu e a n ew 5-cent postage stamp. It is the second 
stamp to be issued of the new seri es which will replace the present issu e of ordi­
nary stamps known as the series of 1912. 

A d escription follow s : 
The stamp is the sam e shape and size , 75 / 100 by 87 / 100 inch , as the present 

series of stamps and is printed in blue ink .. The centra l d esign is a portrait of 
Theodore Roosevelt within a n oval , and is partly inclosed in a panel which is sup­
ported on either side by acanthus scrolls. Above th e portra it in a curved line a p­
pear the words "United Sta tes Postage" in white Roma n lett ers . On a ribbon below 
the oval is the name "Roosevelt" a nd under this, at the bottom of the stamp , a p­
pears the word "Cents." In both lower corners within ovals with dark backgrounds 
is the white numeral "5." The entire stamp is inclosed wi thin a cross-line border 
with small triangular orna m ents in both upper corners. 

The first issue of the n ew 5-cent stamp will be placed on sale at Oyster Bay, 
N . Y., and New York, N. Y., October 27 , 1922 , the birthday of former President 
Roosevelt. 

The n ew stamp will a lso be placed on sale October 27, 1922 , at the Phila t elic 
Stamp Agency, Division of Sta mps, Post Office Department, for the ben efit of s t a mp 
collectors and dealers. 

The n ew 5-cent stamp will not be issued to postm asters until the present supply 
of the current issu e is exh a ust ed. 

W. IRVING GLOVER, 
Third Assi s t a nt Postmaster Gener a l. 

Since the close of the ·w orld War, Armistice Day, November 11, had taken 
on an added significance and it was appropriately decided to issue certain 
values on this day. 'l'h ese consisted of the fifteen cent, portraying the Statue 
of Liberty, th e gift of France; the twenty-five cen t, Niagar a Falls, which typi­
fied our friendly r elation with our Canadian neighbors, and t he fifty cent, 
Arlington Amphith eatre, which is in itself obvious. 

The official notice follows : 

NEW 15-CENT, 25-CENT, AND 50-CENT POS'rAGB STAMPS- SERIES OF 1922. 
Third Asst. Postmas t er General , 

Washington, November 4, 1922. 
Pos tmasters a nd other officers a nd em ployees of the Pos tal Service are noti fi ed 

t hat the departm ent is prepa r ed to issu e a new 1 5-cent, 25 -cent, and 50-cent post­
age stamp. These st a m ps a r e of the new series which will r e place the present issu e 
of ordinary stamps known as t h seri es of "1912." 

A description follows: 
The 15-cent stamp is the sam e shape and s ize (0 .75 by 0.87 inch) as the present 

seri es of stamps, a nd is printed in dark gray ink . The central des ign is the Statue 
of Liberty with a view of New York Harbor in the background , pa r t ly inclosed in a 
spread h orsesho e panel supported a t th e base by acanthus scrolls. Within the pa n el 
a nd a bove the d esign a ppear the words "United Sta t es Postage" in white Roman 
le tter s. On a ribbon below the design is the word "Liberty" and under thi s, a t the 
bottom of the stamp, in a white-edged panel , appears the word "Cents." In both 
lower corn er s within ci r cles with dark backgrounds a re the white numerals "1 5." 
The enti re stamp is inclosed within a s ingle white line border , with small pa n els 
supported by acanthus scroll s in both upper corners. 
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The 25-cent stamp is a new denominatio n ad ded to the 19 22 series . It is the 
sam e size as the other denominations, but is a h orizonta l rectangle, a nd is printed 
in green ink . The centra l design is a view of Niagara Falls, taken fro m Goat 
I sla nd looking toward the Am erican sh ore. Thi s design is within a semicircle 
surrounded by a panel which is supported on either s id e by acanthus scrolls . With­
in this panel and above the desig n appear the words "United States Postage" in 
white Roman lette r s. On a ribbon below the d esign is the word "Niagara" a nd 
unde r this, at the bottom of the stamp , in a white-edged panel, appears the word 
"Cents." In both lower corner s within circles with dark b ackground are the white 
numerals "25." The enti r e stamp is in closed within a sin gle white line border with 
triangular white line ornaments in both upper corners. 

The 50-cent stamp is the sam e s h ape, a hori zonta l rectangle, a nd s ize (0.75 by 
0.87 inch ) as the 25-cent stamp in the n ew series, a nd is printed in lavender ink . 
The centra l design is a view of the Arlington Amphitheater with the tomb of the 
unknown dead iu the foreground. The frame a nd border design is the sam e as the 
25-cent stamp except that the numerals "50" appear in the circles in both lower 
corn ers, a nd the words "Arlington Amphith eater" appear on the ribbon b elow the 
design. 

The fir.st iss ue of t h ese n ew stamps will be placed on sale at the pos t office at 
Washington, D. C., November 11, 1922, Armistice Day. They will a lso be placed on 
sale November 11 , 19 22, at the Philatelic Stamp Agency, Division of Stamps, Post 
Office Department, for the benefit of stamp collectors and dealers. 

Th e n ew 1 5-cent a nd 5 0-cent stamps will not be issued to postmasters untii th e 
present suppl y of the current issu e of these d enominations is exh a u sted. As the 
present suppl y now availab le of the n ew 25-cent stamp is limited, postmasters will 
refrain from drawing r eq ui sitions for this denomination until further advised. 

W. IRVING GLOVER, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General. 

The anniversary of the birth of President .James A. Garfield was celebrated 
on November 19th, but as this ·was a Sunday the six cent stamps, portraying 
his portrait, were issued the following day. The official notice follows: 

NEW 6 -CENT POSTAGE STAMPS, 1922 ISSUE. 

Third Asst. Postmaster General , 
Washington, D. C., November 18, 1922. 

Postmasters and other officers and employees of the Postal Service are notified 
that the depa.rtment has issued a new 6-cent postage stamp. 

A description follows: 
The stamp is the sam e shape and size- seventy-five one hundredth s by eighty­

seven on e hundredths inch~as the present series of stamps a nd is printed in orange 
ink. The central design is a portrait of J a m es A. Garfi e ld within a n oval a nd is 
partly inclosed in a panel which is supported on e ither s ide by acanthus scro ll s. 
Above the portrait in a curved line appear th e words "United States Postage" in 
white Roman letter s. On a ribbon below the oval is the name "Garfield ," and under 
this, at the bottom of the stamp, appears the word "Cents." In both lower corners 
within ovals, with dark backgrounds, is the white numeral "6." The entire stamp 
is inclosed within a cross-line border, with s m a ll triangu lar ornaments in both upper 
corners . 

The first iss u e of t h e new 6-cent stamp will be placed on sale at the post o ffi ce 
at Washington, D. C., November 20, 1922. They will also be placed on sale Novem­
ber 20, 1922, at the Philatelic Stamp Agency, Divis ion of Stamps, Post Office Depart­
ment, for the benefit of stamp collectors a n ddealers. 

The new 6-cent stamps wi ll not be issued to postmasters until the present supply 
of the current issue of this denomination is exh austed. 

W. IRVING GLOVER, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General. 

The next group of stamps to appear included the one, two, four, nine and 
ten cent, only one of these appearing on an appropriate date. This was largely 
due to the fact that there was an unexpected large demand for these values. 
It had been hoped to delay the issuing of the two cent, bearing the portrait of 
Geor ge Washington, until February 22nd, but nece sity prevented this, and the 
two cent stamp along with the four, nine and ten cent were issued January 15th. 
The one cent appeared two days later, on the anniversary of Franklin's birth­
day. The official notice follows: 
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NEW 1-0ENT, 2-0ENT, 4-C l<JNT, 0-0ENT, AND 10-CENT POSTAGE STAMPS, 
SERIES OF 1922-23. 

Third Asst. Postmaster General, 
Washingto n , D. C., J an u ary 1 2, 1923. 

Postmasters and other officers a nd emplo yees of th e Postal Service a r e notified 
that th e department is prepared to issu e n ew 1-cent, 2-cent, 4-cent, 9-cent a nd 10-
cent postage stamps. Th ese stamps are of the n ew seri es whi ch wi ll r e p lace the 
present iss u e of ordina.ry stamps known as the series of "1912." 

A description follows: 
The s t a mps are the sam e sh ape a nd size, 7fi / 100 by 87 / 10 0 inch, as t h e present 

seri es. 
The 1-cent stamp bear s the portrait of Franklin , within a n oval , a nd is pa rtly 

inclosed in a panel which is supported on e ither s id e b y acanthus scro lls. Above 
the portrait in a carve d line a ppear the words "United States Postage" in white 
Roman letter s. On a ribbon be low the oval is th e n a m e "Franklin" a nd und e r this , 
at the bottom of the stamp , appear s the word "Cent." In both lower corners within 
ovals, with dark back g round s, is th e white numer a l "l." The entire stamp is in­
closed within a cross-line borde r , with s m a ll triangu lar orna m ents in both upper 
co rn er s; color , green. 

The 2-cent st a mp bears the portrait of W ashington , with th e n a m e " W ashin g­
ton " on the ribbon below the portrait. The surroundin g design is the same as th e 
1-cent s tamp, with the n ecessary change of numer a ls r epresenting th e denomina­
tion, and with the word "Cents" instead of "Cent"; color , r ed. 

The 4-cent stamp bears the portra it of Martha W ashingto n , with t h e na m e 
"Martha Washing ton" on th e ribbon be low the portrait. Th e surrounding design 
is the same as the 2-cent s tamp with th e n ecessary ch a n ge of numerals r e prnse:1t­
ing the denomina tion ;. co lor , brown. 

The 9-cent stamp bear s th e portrait of J efferso n , with th e na m e "Jeffer son" on 
th e ribbon below the portrait. The surroundin g design is th e sam e as the 2-cen t 
stamp with the necessary ch a n ge of fi g ures representin g th e de n omination; color, 
pink. 

The 10-cent s t a mp bear s the portrait of Monro e, with th e na m e "Monroe" o n 
the ribbon below the portra it . The surrounding d esig n is the same as the 2-cent 
s t a mp with th e n ecessary ch a n ge of numerals r epresenting the d enomina tion; color, 
yell ow. 

The first issu e of th e n ew 1-cent s tamp will be placed on s::i le at Philadelphi a , 
Pa., on Franklin's birthday, J a nua ry 1 7, 19 23 , a nd will also be placed on sale th e 
sam e date a t th e Philateli c Stamp Agency , Divisio n of Stamps, Post Office Depart­
m ent, for th e ben e fit of s t a mp collectors and dealer s. 

Th e firs t issu e of the n ew 2-cent, 4-cent, 9-cent a nd 10-cent stamps will be 
p laced on sale at the post office a t W ashington , D. C., J anu ary 1 5, 192 3. They w ill 
a lso be placed on sale the same date at the Philate lic Stamp Agen cy, Division of 
Stamps, Post Office Department, for th e benefit of stamp coll ector s an d deale r s . 

The n ew 1-cent, 2-cent, 4-cent, 9-cent and 10-cent stamps will not be issued to 
postmasters until the present supply of the current issu e of these denominations is 
exh a u sted. 

W . IRVING GLOVER, 
Third Assista nt Postmaster Ge ne ral. 

'l'be next two stamps to appear were both in honor of Abraham Lincoln and 
were appropriately issued on F ebruary 12th. 'l'h ese consisted of the three cent 
portraying the head of our martyred President, and th e one dollar, which por­
trayed the Lincoln Memorial. 'l'h e official notice follows: 

NEW 3-CENT AND $1 POS'l'AGE STAMPS, SERIES 01<' 1922-23. 

Third Asst. Pos tmast er General , 
W ashing ton , F ebruary 6, 1923 . 

Postm asters a nd other officers and employees of the Postal Se rvice a r e notifi ed 
tha t the department is p r e pa r ed to issue n ew 3-cent and 1 postage stamps of the 
new series which will replace t h e present issu e of ordinary stamps known as the 
series of "1912." 

These stamps are described as follows: 
They are the sam e sh ape a nd size, ( 75 / 10 0 by 87/10 0) inch) as the present 

series. 
The 3-cent stamp bears the portrait of Lincoln within a n oval and is par tly 

inclosed in a pane l whi ch is supported on e ith er s ide by acanthus scrolls. Above the 
portrait in a curved line appear the words "United States Postage" in white Roman 
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letters . On a ribbon below the oval is the name "Lincoln," a nd under this, at the 
bottom of the stamp , appears the word "Cents." In both lower corners, within 
ovals, with dark back gro unds, is the white numeral "3." Th e entire stamp is in­
closed within a cross-line border, with small triangular ornaments in both uppe r 
corners; color, purple. 

The $1 stamp is the sa m e s ize as the other denominations, but is a horizontal 
r ectangle a nd is printed in brown ink. The centra l design is a view of the Lincoln 
Memorial. The design is within a semicircle surround ed by a panel which is sup­
ported on ei t h er side by acanthus scrolls. Within this pa n e l a nd above the design 
appear the words "United States Postage" in white Rom a n letter s. On a ribbon 
be low the desig n are the words " Lincoln Memorial," and under this, a t the bottom 
of the stamp , in a white edged panel, appears the word "Dollar." In both lowe r 
corners, within circles , with dark backgrou nd s, is the white numei·al "l." The 
entire stamp is inclosed within a sing le white line border, with triangular white­
line ornaments in both upper corn er s. 

The fir st issu e of the n ew 3-cent s tamp will be placed on sale February 12, 
192 3, at the post office at Hodgenville, Larue County, Ky. , the birthplace of former 
President Lincoln , a nd the first issu e of the new 1 stamp will be placed on sale at 
the post office at Springfield, Ill., February 12, 1923 , Lincoln's birthday. They a re 
a lso to be placed on sale February 12, 192 3, at th e Philatelic Stamp Agency, Divi­
sion of Stamps, Post Office Department, for th e benefit of stamp collectors and 
d ealers. 

The n ew 3-cent a nd $1 stamps will not be issued to postmasters until the presenl 
suppl y of current issu e of these denominations is exhau sted . 

W. IRVING GLOVER, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General. 

'fbe next group to appear consisted of the twelve and. thirty cent and the 
two dollar, and five dollar stamps. Th ese were all issued on l\Iarcb 20th, which 
date was more for the purpose of convenience than anything else. 'fhe official 
notice follows : 

NEW 12-0ENT, 30-CENT, $2 m1d $5 POSTAGJ<J STA)1PS, SERJES OF 1922-3. 

Third Asst. Postmaster General, 
Washington, March 14 , 192 3. 

Postmasters and other officers a nd employees of the Postal Service a r e notifi ed 
that the department is prepared to iss ue new 12-cent, 30-cen t , S2 and $5 postage 
stamp s. These stamps are of t h e n ew seri es which will replace the present issu e of 
ordinary stamps known as the series of 1912 . 

A d escription follows: 
The 12-cent stamp is the sam e shape and size, 75/100 by 8 7 / 100 inch , as the 

present series of stamps a nd is printed in purplish brown ink. Th e centra l design is 
a portrait of Grove r Cleveland , within a n oval and is partly inclosed in a panel 
which is supported on either s id e by acanthus scrolls. Above the portrait in a 
curved line appear the words "United States Postage" in white Roman letter s. On 
a ribbon below the oval is the name "Cleveland," and under this, a t the bottom of 
the stamp , appears the word "Cents." In both lowe r corn ers within ovals with dark 
backgrounds are the white numerals "12." Th e entire stamp is inclosed within a 
cross-line borde r with small triangular ornaments in both upper corners. 

The 30-cent stamp is the sam e size as the other denominations but is a hori­
zontal r ectangle, the color is sep ia . The central design r epresents a buffalo taken 
from a photograph. This design is within a semicircle surro u nd ed by a panel which 
is supported on eith er side by acanth u s scro lls. Within the panel a nd above the 
design appear the words "United States Postage" in white Roman letters . Below 
the design at the bottom of the stamp in a white ed ged panel appears the word 
"Cents." In both lower corners within circles with dark backgrounds are the white 
numerals "30." The entire stamp is inclosed within a s ing le white line border, with 
triangular· white line ornam ents in both upper corn ers. 

The $2 stamp is the same shape and size as the 30-cent stamp and is printed in 
blue ink. The centra l design is a view of the United States Capitol. The surround­
ing design is the same as the 30 -cent stamp, except that the numeral "2" appears in 
the circles in both lower corners with the word "Dollars" instead of "Cents" at the 
bottom of the stamp. On a ribbon below the central design appear the words "U. S. 
Capitol. " 

The $5 stamp is the sam e shape and size as the $2 stamp. The central desig n 
is America from a photograph of replica of s tatu e surmounting the United States 
Capitol. On a ribbon below the centra l design is the word "Am erica." The sur-
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roundin g desig n is th e sam e as th e 
in th e circles in both lo we r corne r s. 
in two colors. Th e cen tral d esig n 
printed in r ed. 

$ 2 stamp , except that th e nume r a l "5" a ppears 
Thi s is the onl y s t a mp of th e n ew series printed 
is printed in blu e ink with the border d esig n 

The firs t issu e of the 12-cent s tamp will be pl aced on sale Ma r ch 20, 1923 , a t 
th e pos t office a t Caldwell , N . J ., th e birthplace of form e r Presid ent Clevela nd , a nd 
a t th e post office a t Bos ton , Mass. 

The firs t issu e of th e n ew 30-cent, $2 a nd $5 stamps will be placed on sale 
Ma r ch 20, 192 3, a t th e pos t office a t W ashin g ton, D . C. 

The l!l-cent, 30-cent, $2 a nd $5 s t a mps will a lso be placed on sale Ma r ch 20, 
19 23, a t th e Phila t e li c Sta mp Agen cy, Division of S t a mps, P ost Office Depa rtment, 
fo r th e ben e fit of s t a mp collect o r s a nd dealer s 

The n ew s t a mp s w ill n ot be issu ed to postmaster s un t il t h e present s uppl y of 
t h lii current issu e of th ese de n ominations is exh a u s t ed . 

W. IRVING GLOVER, 
Third Assis t a nt P ostmast er Gene r a l. 

'fhe balance of the series, consisting of th e seYen , eight, fourteen and twenty 
cent stamps, were issued May 1st. This date was again of no special signifi­
cance, but merely to have the entire set issued before the end of the fiscal year . 
The official notice follows : 

NEW 7 -CENT, 8 -CENT, 14-CENT, AND 20-CENT POSTAGE STAMPS, 
SERIES OF 1922-2 3. 

Thi r d Ass is ta n t Postmast e r Ge n e r a l , 
W ashington , D . C., April 27 , 1 923. 

Pos tmast e r s a nd o th er offi cer s an d employees of th e P os ta l Se r v ice a r e n otified 
tha t th e depa rtment is prepa r ed to issu e n ew 7-cen t, 8-cent, 1 4-cent, a nd 20-cen t 
p ost age stamps. These st a mps a r e of the n ew seri es wh ich wi ll r e place t h e prese n t 
issu e of ordina r y s ta mps , known as th e series of 1 9 1 2. 

A description fo llows : 
The 7-cent s t a mp is th e sam e sh a pe a nd siz e , 75 / 1 00 by 8 7 / 1 00 in ch , as t h e 

present seri es of s t a m ps, a nd is printed in black ink . T h e ·centra l desig n is a por­
trait of McKinle y within an oval a nd is partly inclosed in a pa n e l which is supported 
on eith e r s ide by acanthu s scroll s. Abov e th e portrait in a curved line a ppear th e 
word s "United Sta t es Postage" in white Roma n lette r s . On a ribbon below the oval 
is the na m e "McKinley," a nd und e r thi s, at th e bo ttom of th e st a mp , a ppear s the 
word "Cents." In both lower co rne r s within ovals wi th dark back g r ound s is the 
white numer a l "7 ." Th e entire s t a mp is inclosed wi t hin a cr oss-line bo rde r with 
s m a ll tria ngul a r orna m ents in both uppe r corner s. 

The 8-cent s t a mp is the sam e sh a p e a nd s ize as t h e 7-cen t stamps and bear s a 
por t r a it of Gra nt, with t h e n a m e "Gra nt" o n th e r ibbon be low the por tra it. The 
s urroundin g desig n is th e sam e as the 7-cent s t a mp with t h e n ecessary ch a n ge of 
fi gures r epresentin g t h e de nomina tion. The color is olive. 

The 14-cen t s t a mp is a n e w denomina tion . It i s the sam e sh a pe a nd s ize as 
t h e 7-cent st a mp a nd bear s a po r t r a it of a n India n , with th e words "American In­
dia n " on th e ribbon be low the portra it. The surrounding d esign is t h e sam e as t h e 
7-cent s ta mp with t h e n ecessar y ch a n ge of fi gures r epresentin g the d enomina ti on . 
The color is indigo . 

The 20-cent s t a mp is th e sam e size as th e other den omina tions bu t is a h ori­
zontal r ect a n g le, a nd is printed in crimson ink. The centra l desig n is Golden Gat e . 
This desig n is within a semicircle surrounded by a pa n e l , whi ch is s u pported on 
eith e r s ide by acan t hu s scroll s. Within thi s pa n e l a nd a bove th e d esign ap pear the 
word s "United Sta t es Postage" in white R o m a n lett ers. On a ribb on below the 
desig n a r e th e wo r ds " Golde n Gat e," a nd und e r thi s, a t t h e bo ttom of the stamp , in 
a white-edged pa n el , appears t h e wo rds "Cents." In both low er corne r s wi t h in 
circles with da rk back gro unds are th e white numerals " 20 ." The entire stamp is 
inclosed within a s in g le white-line borde r wi t h tr iangular whi te-line ornam en ts in 
both upp er corne r s. 

These four n ew s ta mps will fir s t be placed on sale May 1 , 1 9 23, the 7-cen t a t 
th e pos t office a t N iles , Ohio, t he 8-cen t a t W ashin g t on , D. C., th e 1 4-cent at Mus k o­
gee, Okla. , a nd th e 20-cent at San Fra n cisco , Calif. They will a lso be p laced on 
sale May 1, 1 9 23, a t t h e Phila t elic Sta mp Agency , Division of Sta mps, P ost Office 
Depa rtment, for th e b e n e fit of s t a mp co ll ectors a nd d eale r s. 

The n ew 7-cent, 8-cent, a nd 20-cent stamps w ill not be issu ed to postmast ers 
until th e present supply of th e current issu e of these den omina tions is exhaus te d. 

Pos tmast e r s m ay d raw r equis itions for th e n ew 14-cent stamp a fter May l, 
19 23 , but s uch r equisitions will be honored by limi ted qua ntities only. R equis itions 
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sh ould be submitted promptly a fter Ma y 1 in or d er tha t the d~partment m ay esti­
ma te the qu a ntities of the n ew denomina tion needed a nd n otify the contrac tor 
accordingly. 

W. IRVING GLOVER, 
Third Assis t a n t Pos tmast er General. 

- ' 

As originally issued this series consisted of twenty-one values, one more 
than the old issue, and as ment ioned in the P ostmaster General 's r epor t foi· 
1922 the thirteen cen t stamp was dropped and two new values, one of fourteen 
cents and another of twenty-five cents wei'e added. 'l'h e frames for this series 
were divided into three general groups of designs, though all had a cer tain 
similarity. The design of the first group of all values up to and including the 
fourteen cent was vertical, with vignettes of per sons prominent in the history of 
the nation. 'fhe next value, the fif teen cent, bad a separate frame that was only 
used on this value. This stamp and the twenty cent are really companion stamps, 
the cen tral subj ects depicting harbor scenes from the east and west coasts, the 
fift een cent being upright and th e twenty cent horizontal. The balance of the 
ser ies carried various subj ects of national interest and had another type of 
frame, th e vignette in all th e latter cases being horizontal. 

These stamps were first issued on flat bed press~, th e rotary presses at that 
time being used only for coils. All denominations up to and including the fifty 
cents were printed from 400 subj ect plates, the sheets being cut horizontally and 
ver tically into 100 subject panes and in this form delivered to postmasters. 
Plate numbers were adjacent to th e sixth stamp from each guide line arrow and 
appeared twice on each pane. 'l'h e on e and two dollar values were printed from 
200 subj ect sheets which were cut horizontally into 100 subj ect panes, on these 
two the plate numbers were at top and bottom only, being over or below the 
third stamp to the right and left of the horizontal guide line. The five dollar 
stamp was printed from 100 subj ect sheets and delivered uncut to postmasters, 
t h,e plate numbe·rs appearing in both colors but at the top only. 

A few years before the new series were issued experiments had been made 
with current one cent stamps by printing 400 subj ect sheets on a rotary press 
and issuing th e stamps to post offices in 100 subj ect panes. It had been found 
that stamps could be printed by the method for .053 cents as against .08 cents 
per thousand for the flat plate work. They were not satisfactory to the postal 
service and changes were made as noted in the following r eport of the Post ­
master General for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1923 : 

"Improvem ents of importa nce h a ve been made during the year in the "rota ry" 
process of m a nufacture by whi ch pos tage s t a mps a re completed a t one operation a nd 
a t a much higher production r a t e , with corresponding r edu ction in m a nufacture 
cos ts compared with the ordina ry m ethod of prepa ring s ta mps on flat-plate presses . 
The use of th e rotary presses so fa r has been confined to the 1 cent denomina tion , 
la rge qua ntities of which a r e pre-ca ncelled by pos tmas te r s a nd sold to patrons who 
use this denomina tion in la rge qua ntities as a m eans of r e lief to the m a iling office 
in the dispa tch of the m a il. Following compla ints from a number of pos tmas ter s 
tha t these sta mps wer e diffi cult to precancel, owing to the n a rrow m a rgins a nd 
t end ency to curl , cooperati on with the Bureau of Engraving a nd Printing of the 
Treas ury Depa rtment h as r esulted in the perfecting a nd ins ta lla tion of a dditional 
equipment on the r ot a r y presses to provide for th e precancelling of s t a mps for the 
la r ger post offi ces in th e origina l process of manufacture ." 

'l' his precancelling device was developed by Richard Breaden , Assistant 
Superintendent of the Stamp Division of the Post Office Depar tment, and it was 
estimated at the time of its installation that it saved th e Department about 
$250,000. per year. For his work on the process the P ostmaster General award­
ed him the stupendous sum of $1,000. on the recommendation of the Committee 
of E xperiment , Research and Design . H e was assisted in his endeavors by 
Blair McKenzie, a machinist in the Bureau . 'fbis $1,000. was unfortunately the 
limi t allowed by law. 
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The first denomination of the ne>v series precancelled by the new method 
were perf 10 one cent stamps and were prepared for the postmaster of New York 
City. They were issued April 21, 1923, the overprinting being in black ink and 
reading 

NEW YORK 
N. Y. 

Within a short time other Postmasters were furnished with the one cent 
stamp precancelled with the name of their post office. It was later decided to 
issue precancelled stamps in coil form and on ,January 7, 1924, the one cent 
denomination was first sent to New York City in coils of 500 and 1,000, each 
stamp carrying the name of the city. The two cent denomination precancelled 
in coil form was first issued January 31, 1924 to the Postmaster of Chicago. 

During· October 1923 the one cent stamps printed on the rotary press wem 
issued in sheet form without precancellation. These were 100 subject panes 
perforated 10 all around. This was the only value so issued up to the end of 
the calendar year 1923. L. A. Hill, former Director of the Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing, told the sub-committee of the. House Committee on Appropriation 
in February 1924 that the reason more stamps were not produced on the rotary 
press for general use in the Post Office was because they had a tendency to curl, 
elaiming that this was due to winding the stamps on a roll after they were re­
moved from the oven used for drying the gum. The stamps were later unrolled, 
cut up into sheets of 400 and placed in a hydraulic press to flatten them. They 
were therefore flat when they left the Bureau -but after lying in Post Offices for 
a short period there was a tendency for them to resuem the curl they had when 
-0n the ·spool. He also claimed that this could not be stopped. 

In 1923 numerous employees of the Bureau were removed on charges by an 
executive order, among them being Benjamin Stickney, the mechanical expert 
who had designed the rotary press. The Secretary of the Treasury found 
these charges groundless and later reinstated them. But for his enforced ab­
sence it is quite likely that the complaints against the rotary press sheet stamps 
would have been remedied sooner for shortly after Stickney's return he made 
a slight change in the press which he, through the Bureau, claimed would break 
the gum and thereby prevent the sheets from curling. 'fhe Department had 
sufficient confidence in his statement to place a larger order with the Bureau for 
one and two cent stamps from the modified machines, these to be delivered in 
100 subject sheets. The two cent was so issued perf 10 on April 14, 1924, in 
ordinary form. 

In 1923 and 1924 the Post Office Department once more used up the coil 
waste of the one and two cent values, the first group issued having been perfo­
rated vertically while part of the roll preparatory to being coiled were now 
perforated 11 horizontally. There was little public knowledge of these issues 
and they were practically overlooked. 'l'he next group of coil waste sheets was 
perforated 11 both horizontally as well as vertically and they also were almost 
entirely missed by collectors. In the case of the one cent stamp with this perfo­
ration no philatelic comments appeared until some time had elapsed after they 
had been current. This is said to be the rarest ordinary stamp of the twentieth 
century, so much so in fact that many au.thorities had doubted its existence. 
The perf 11 two cent stamp printed on the rotary press though not as rare as 
the one cent is very desirable. 

Putting this coil waste into circulation saved the Department a small sum 
of money but worked a hardship on the poor collector, and this variety being 
very limited in number permitted possibilities of collusion between an employee 
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of the Bureau and a dealer. In fact it has been claimed that one dealer tried 
very hard though unsuccessfully to obtain copies direct through the Bureau, 
even going so far as to endeavor to have all this coil waste sent to him. When 
first issued copies were sold as ''errors'' at very high prices to some unwary col­
lectors. This procedure and other facts relating to the coil waste stamps caused 
so much disturbance in the philatelic field that many collectors requested the 
Department to discontinue the use of coil waste. Under the leadership of Arthur 
E. Owen, a philatelist of note, and highly esteemed by the Bureau officials as the 
outstanding plate number authority, successful efforts were made to stop this 
practice and no coil stamps in sheets have been issued since 1924, the Depart­
ment giving orders that all coil ''waste'' be treated as such and forthwith 
destroyed. 

It was reported from Washington in July 1925 that as the appropriation 
for the fiscal year of 1926 had been considerably cut down the Department had 
arranged without further delay to use rotary presses for all denominations up 
to ten cents, th is method of printing and precancelling being the most economi­
cal known. Fourteen new 400 and two 170 subject rotary presses, as well as six 
precancelling machines of the rotary type were installed and before the end of 
the fiscal year of 1926 rotary printings of all values up to the ten cent, (except 
a new value of one-half cent) had appeared, all being perforated 10. A_s first 
issued all these denominations were precancelled but later they appeared with­
out the overprint. 

The Postal Service Act of February 28, 1925 increasing the rates of postage, 
effective April 15, 1925, made it necessary to issue new one-half cent and one 
and one-half cent ordinary postage stamps. Nathan Hale was selected as the 
subject for the one-half cent value, the frame used being the same as for the 
one cent, and was first placed on sale April 4, 1925. The one and one-half cent 
bore a portrait of former President Harding and was similar to the Memorial 
two cent stamp that had been issued in 1923 except that the numerals in the 
upper corner were replaced by triangles. This latter value was issued lVIarch 
19, 1925, from flat plates for sheet stamps as well as from rotary presses for 
both coils and sheets. 

Prior to the official announcement to the public of the new one and one-half 
cent stamps postmasters were notified in the Postal Bulletins of March 7th and 
10th that they would be issued and ·were instructed in these notices how they 
should obtain their initial supplies. 'l'he official notice follows: 

NEW DENOMINATION q2 -CENT ORDINARY POSTAGE S'l'Al\'IP, ISSUE OF 1925. 

Third Assistant Postmaster General, 
Washington , March 1 3, 1925 . 

Postmaster and other officers and employees of the Postal Service are notified 
that the department is abo ut to issu e a new l 1h-cent ordinary postage stamp for 
use in connection with the new rates of postage, effective April 15, 1925. The 
stamp is described as follows: 

The 11h-cent ordinary postage stamp is the same shape and size as the current 
2-cent stamp and bears the portrait of the late President Warren G. Harding with 
the name "Harding" on a ribbon below the portrait. The surrounwing design is 
the same as the current 2-cent stamp, except that the numerals "11h" appear in 
the ovals in both lower corners and the triangular ornaments in both upper corners 
have been changed. The stamp is inclosed within a plain dark border and is printed 
in brown ink. 

The first issue of the new 11h-cent stamps will be placed on sale March 19, 
1925 , at the post office at Washington, D. C. These stamps will a lso be placed on 
sale March 19 , 1925, at the Philatelic Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office De­
partment, for the benefit of stamp collectors and dealers. 

Postmasters were notified in the Postal Bulletins of March 7 and 10 concern­
ing requisitions for an initial supply of this new issue. 

W. IRVING GLOVER. 
Third Assistant Postmaster General. 
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The Postal Bulletin of March 11th notified postmasters of the contemplated 
issuance of the new one-half cent stamps and issued instructions for the proper 
procedure of requisitioning the initial supply. 'l'he official notice follows: 

NEW DENOMINATION ONE-HALF-CENT ORDINARY POSTAGE STAMP. 

Third Assistant Postmaster General, 
Washington, March 25, 1 925 . 

Pos tmas ters a nd other officers and employees of the Postal Service are notifi ed 
that the department is abo ut to iss ue a n ew one-half-cent ordinary postage stamp 
for u se in co nnection with the n ew rates of postage effective April 15, 1925. 

A d escription follows: 
The one-half-cent stamp is t h e sam e shape and size as t h e 1-cent ord inary. 

stamp of the current series and bears a portr ait of Nathan Hale, with the name 
"Nathan Hale" on a ribbon be low the portrait. The surr·ounding design is the sam e 
as the 1-cent stamp except that the nume r a l "1h" appears in the ovals in both lower 
corn er s . The stamp is in closed within a cro ss-line border and is printed in sepia, 
s imil a r to th e 30-cent Buffalo stamp . 

The first issu e of the n ew one-half-cent stamps will be placed on sale Ap ril 4, 
1925, a t the post offices at W as hington , D . C., a nd New Haven, Conn . These stamps 
will also be placed on sale April 4, 1925 , a t the Philatelic Agency, Division of 
Stamps, Post Office Department, for the benefit of s t a mp co llecto r s and dealers. 

Postmasters w er e notified in th e Postal Bulletin of March 11 concernin g r equi­
s itions for an initia l supply of this n ew issue . 

W. IRVING GLOVER, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General. 

On December 28, 1925 a new stamp of the value of seventeen cents was 
. issned, bearing a portrait of ex-President "\Voodrow Wilson. It followed the 
frame design of the t wenty cent and like it the longest side was horizontal. This 
was printed in black ink and issued for use in prepaying a single rate of letter 
postage plus r egistry fee, but was also of use for ordinary purposes to the 
amount of its face value. 

Under date of December 2nd the Postal Bulletin reported that the seventeen 
cent stamp would be issued. The official. notice follows: 

Third Assis ta nt P ostmast er General, 
Washington. D. C., December 2, 192 5. 

Postmaster s and other officers and employees of the Postal Service are notified 
that the department is a bout to issu e a new 17-cent ordinary postage stamp, de­
scribed as follows: 

The stamp is the sam e sh a pe and s ize, a horizonta l r ect a ngle, as the 2 0-cent 
stamp of the current series a nd is printed in ba nk note black ink. The central de~ 
sign is a portrait of Woodrow Wilson within a semicircle a nd is partly inclosed in a 
panel which is supported on e ithe r s ide by acanthus scro lls. Within this panel, a nd 
a bove the portrait, appear th e words "United States Postage" in white Roman let­
t ers. On a ribbon be low the portrait is the n a m e "Wilson" a nd under this. at the 
bottom of the stamp, appears the word "Cents." In both lower corners, within cir­
cles with dark back grounds, are the white numerals " 17." Tria ngula r white-line 
ornaments appear in both upper co rners and the entire stamp is en closed within a 
s ingle white-line border. 

The first issu e of th e n ew 17-cent stamps will b e placed o n sale December 28 at 
the post offices a t Princeton, N. J ., Staunton, Va., New York , N. Y., a nd W ashingto n , 
D . C. They will a lso be placed on sale on this date at the Philatelic Agency, Divi­
s ion of Stamps, Post Office Department, for the benefit of stamp co llectors and 
dealers. 

Pos tmast e r s may draw requisitions on a separate form 320 1 for a limited suppl y 
of the n ew 17-cent stamps after December 28, 1925 , and they will be filled in regu­
lar turn as promptly after that date as production will permit. 

R. S. REGAR, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General. 

Two weeks later a thirteen cent stamp was once again issued, th is being the 
second time that such a denomination had been dropped only to be again issued 
in a new series. This value completed the sequence t hrough the fifteen cent and 
also was issued primarily in prepaying postage and insurance on parcels and 
letters covering fees running to this amount. 
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Under date of December 14th th e Postal B idletin announced that th e thir­
teen cent stamp would be issued. 'l'h e official notice follows: 

Third Assis t a nt Pos tmast er Gen er a l , 
W ashing ton, D. C. , Dec . 14 , 1925 . 

Pos tmast e r s and othe r s connect ed with the Pos tal Service are notified that the 
de pa rtment h as prepa r ed a reiss ue of the 1 3-cen t ordina r y post age st a mp, d escribed 
as follows : 

The s t a mp is t h e sam e sh a pe a nd s ize, 0.7 5 by 0.8 7 inch , as the 12-cent s t a mp 
of th e current series, a nd is printed in g r een ink . The centra l design is a portrait 
of B enj a min H a rrison , within a n ova l with ope n back ground a nd is pa rtly inclosed 
in a pa n e l which is supported on eithe r side by acanthus scrolls. Above the poi·­
tra it , in a curved line, a ppear the words "United Sta t es Post a ge " in white Roman 
le tte r s. On a ribbon below the ova l is th e n a m e "Ha rrison" and under this , at the 
bottom of the st a mp , a ppear s the words " Cents ." In both lowe r corne r s , within 
ova b with da rk back ground s, a r e th e white nume r a ls "1 3 ." The entire s t a mp is 
inclosed wi t hin a cross-line borde r , with s m a ll t ria n g ula r orna m e n ts in both uppe r 
corner s. 

The firs t of th e n ew 1 3-cent s t a mps will be placed o n sale J a nu a r y 11 , 1926 , a t 
the post offices a t Indi a n a po lis , Ind., a nd W ashing ton , D . C. They will a lso be placed 
on sale on the sa m e da t e a t the Philateli c Agen cy, Division of Sta mps, Post Office 
Depa rtment, for the ben e fit of s tamp collect o r s a n d deale r s . 

P ostmast e rs m ay dra w r equis itio ns on a sepa r a t e for m , 3201 , fo r a limited sup­
ply of th e n ew 13-cent s t a mps afte r J a nua ry 11 , 1 92 6, a nd they will be fill ed in r egu­
la r turn as promptly af t e r tha t d a t e as productio n will pe rmit. Di strict account­
ing postmas t er s will o b tain n eeded supplies of 1 3-cent s ta mps by r e quisition on th e 
centra l acco unting offi ce, u s in g Form 33 3 8 accompa ni ed by prope r r emitta nce . 

R. S. REGAR, 
Third Assis tant Pos tmast e r Gen e ral. 

In 1925 the Bureau made cer tain plate experiments in spacing the stamps, 
striving to overcome the loss due to uneven perforat ing. A star was added to 
the plate margins as an aid to the workmen in the quick hancliing of these 
sheets on the perforating machines. Such plates wer e prepared for many of the 
values below the twenty-five cent but with the introduction of rotary press sheet 
stamps few were issued from these '' star plates.'' 'l'he differ ence in spacing is 
small but these stamps a t e a collectable minor variety, and plate number blocks 
showing the star are of great inter est in following the history of this issue, and 
in certain . of the values have become exceedingly scarce. These plates unlike 
the earlier star plates had this marking next to only one plate number and 
always on the upper right pane. 'l'her e were three types of star s, a small five 
pointed star as used on th e coil plates, a lar ge five pointed star and a large six 
pointed star. These are either to th e lef t of the top r ight (F ) plate number or 
below the upper plate number in the right margin. No star s were used on the 
half cent H ale or the one and one-half cent Hale or the one and one-half cent 
H arding plates, but these had the wide spacing throughout. 

Various experiments were also made for the purpose of lengthening the life 
of the pla tes. These., of course, had no direct effect on the stamps th emselves 
but in some cases marks were placed in the mar gin denot ing the experiment so 
t hat an accurate check could be kept of the r esults. One of these marginal 
markings was the letter " 0 " about Vs" high which appeared in the upper 
right hand corner of the sheet mar gin . The ' ' 0 '' plates were identical with 
the others except that instead of receiving a hardening bath of cyanide they 
were hardened in oil, which tended to lengthen their life. A later experiment 
proved that by having the plates chromium plated at least five times the number 
of impressions could be obtained than had been previously possible. It was 
also found that when the plating started to wear after frequent impressions it 
was possible to bring the surface back by r eplating·. The end of the fiscal year 
of 1929 showed a constant shrinkage in the number of n ew plates being made 
for the ordinary designs. 
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'l'he complaint made against the perf 10 stamps in the previous issue was 
that the stamps were difficult to separate and this was also leveled against these 
rotary perf 10 stamps. The type of perforating machines used at the Bureau 
for the rotary press stamps had made it essential that the large 10 gauge perf 
be used to prevent the sheets from tearing apart in the machines. In the latter 
part of 1926 the Bureau completed work on a new machine that made it possible 
to increase the number of perforations and this was noted in the Report of the 
Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing for the fiscal year of 1927, 
as follows: 

"After a number of experiments with the la r ge perforators with the idea of 
developing a style of perforation that wou ld increase the ease with which individual 
stamps can be separated from the sheet, a new type perforating bar and wheel were 
designed. This change increased the perforated space between the stamps , result­
ing in its being easier to separate the stamps from the sheet. The first delivery of 
work with this new perforation was made in December 1926. At the present time 
all large perforators for perforating 360 subj ects and 400 subj ect work are equipped 
with the new style bar and wheel." 

The new machine perforated 11 horizontally and 10% vertically. The first 
value to be issued in this way was the two cent, which appeared on December 
10, 1926, really being in the nature of a trial to determine the suitability of this 
new perforation before being· applied to higher values. It met with complete 
satisfaction and all rotary press sheet stamps were thereafter to be perforated by 
this new method. Th1' last old machine was changed to the new type May 28, 
1927, and by the end of July of that year all values of rotary press sheet stamps 
had appeared perforated llx10V2 . 

'l'he report quoted above included 360 subject sheets. These, of course, 
were for booklets, it having been discovered that a saving could be made by 
printing them on rotary i:ather than flat plate presses. Two cent booklets from 
the rotary press were first issued perf 10, after the introduction of the new de­
vice both the one and two cent values were issued with the new perf. Inter­
esting experiments in plate set-up were made for the perf 10 two cent booklets 
and are fully described under the proper heading. 

When the one and two cent rotary sheet stamps were first issued the verti­
cal center margins between the panes were divided by a seris of short horizontal 
lines which divided the length of the full sheet into twenty rows. These were 
used as perforating guide lines although they did not fall in the proper place 
except between the fifth and sixth rows of each pane. When the sheets were 
cut into post office panes these lines appeared as hyphens on the margin fur­
these from the plate numbers. On later plates of these numbers and on all 
higher denominations a new type of marginal marking was used. 

Instead of guide lines, like the flat bed plat.es, the later rotary sheets were 
marked with two quarter inch lines at the sheet center forming a cross and 
three-sixteenth inch lines at the four center points near the outside margin and 
four plate numbers were placed on the side margin, one in each corner, adjacent 
to the first row of stamps from the top or bottom. When the rotary sheets of 
four hundred were bundled together preparatory to cutting into post office 
panes an occasional sheet might become folded twice along the perforation thus 
causing the center or arrow gutter to be several inches out of place, when this 
occurred blocks could be found with either the horizontal or vertical margin 
between stamps thus giving philatelists a variety as scarce as the "imperf be­
tween'' both, however, being purely mechanical errors. 

Although the early gum breaker roll device made by Benjamin Stickney 
bad partially overcome the tendency of sheets to curl the results were not entire­
ly satisfactory and the Bureau's mechanical department continued making 
further experiments. The Report of the Director of the Bureau for 1928 called 
attention to these, as follows: 
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"During the early part of the year experiments were conducted in the rotary 
perforating section with the intention of perfecting a breaker roller that would 
sufficiently break the gum and prevent curling after leaving a series of breaker 
marks on the gummed side of the sheet. The old breaker developed a sheet that 
contained four or five prominent breaker marks on the gummed side of the stamp, 
giving it a corrugated appearance. The present and accepted type of breaker which 
was decided upon after a number of experiments is so constructed as to produce a 
sheet that has only one breaker on the gummed side of the stamp. It has been 
found that with but one mark the sheets will be flat and will not curl: The first 
breaker of this new type was put into operation in March and stamps produced from 
machines with this attachment were sent to certain large cities to compare their 
practical adaptability with other stamps having four or five breaker marks o nthe 
gummed side ." 

This new method was found to be quite satisfactory and was adopted. Aside 
from historical interest the breaker roll experiments were of little importance 
to collectors as they had no effect on the design, the corrugated appearance was 
not permanent nor did it affect the paper, being entirely a g·umming device. 
Other experiments were made in the method of applying the gum in an en­
deavor to overcome curling, but we do not believe them to be of sufficient phila­
telic importance to be worthy of a variety classification of rotary press stamps. 
It is our belief that a philatelic variety to be recognized as such must be con­
stant in used copies as well as in those known as "Mint- 0. G." 

On December 1, 1927 the Government issued a new type of coil which was 
of interest to philatelists only because it did away with private perfs. These 
contained 3,000 subjects and were rolled with the gummed side out, thus per­
mitting their use on the machines which had heretofore required privately perf­
orated coils. 'fhe stamps from these coils were the same as those of the smaller 
rolls, and the discontinuance of imperf sheets is noted in the Report of the Post­
master General for the fiscal year of 1928. The part appertaining to this is as 
follows: 

"The issuance of the larger size coils has enabled the Department to discon­
tinue the distribution of unperforated sheets of stamps formerly required by the 
manufacturers who prepared special coils for use in their machines." 

This put an end to imperf sheets that had been regularly issued for twenty 
years expressly for the use of manufacturers of private coils. General use of 
these private coils had been declining and at this period only one firm still re­
quired the imperforate sheets, thus with the adoption of the new coil imperf 
stamps as well as the private perf coils became a thing of the past. 

The introduction of rotary press stamps for issue in sheet form necessitated 
-various experiments in the paper used, as well as in the perforations and method 
·Of applying the gum. The early printings were on a slightly heavier paper 
than had been used for flat plate stamps. In the latter part of 1926 a thinner 

· paper was used, more like the flat plate paper, and 1928 saw the adoption of a 
softer and more absorbent paper on which the ink dried more quickly, and gave 
the gum a better hold. We do not believe that any of the above variations are 
.of sufficient importance to be worthy of listing as paper varieties, but mention 
is made of the changes as numerous articles have appeared in the philatelic 
preo;s which may later be the cause of the discovery of ''scarce paper varieties,'' 
furthermore as the specifications called for paper of a thickness of .0029 inch to 
.0033 inch, which was not always adhered to, there is just as much likeliho9d 
that these unintentional variations are likely to be confused with the above 
noted experimental changes. 

There is one type of variations which has been generally attributed to the 
paper used. Several values of flat plate stamps were found in which there was 
.a decided difference in the size of the stamp. Those that had the subject vertical 
were not as tall as the ordinary ones and were somewhat wider giving the design 
:rather a ''squat'' appearance and on the horizontal designs the increase was in 
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the width and the reduction was in the height. This gave rise to the belie£ that 
there were new master dies having different dimensions. The difference being 
more apparent in blocks it was also felt by some to be due to a difference in 
plate set-up. According to A. vV. Hall, Director of the Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing, this was entirely due to the fact that the Bureau was printing 
fiat bed stamps with the grain of the paper running in either direction. It will 
be remembered that in the star plates oE the 1908 issue the increase in spacing 
between stamps was only in the vertical gutters as this was the direction of the 
greatest amount of shrinkage. Feeding paper to the press with the grain of the 
paper changed would therefore cause the direction of the shrinkage to be in the 
opposite way from the ordinary set up and cause the stamps to be shorter, while 
the absence of shrinkage in the horizontal direction would mean that the stamps 
would become wider. 

The issue is also famous for the great lack of uniformity in the shades of 
the various values. 'l'his was particularly apparent on the eleven cent stamp, 
the variations being not only in the shades but actually in the color, when first 
issued it appeared in a peacock blue and all imaginable variations of this are 
known to exist, and in 1929 the stamp was issued in a decided green. This value 
has been the subject of much comment in the philatelic press but there were 
other values almost as bad. In 1930 these color variations became so marked 
that it was reported a postal inspector wished to arrest an individual whom he 
claimed was using ''washed'' nine cent stamps. But upon convincing the au­
thorities that this supply came from the post office in a "washed out" pink, 
instructions were is~ued to the Bureau to return to the original color. Change 
of colors in used stamps, however, have also be'en found to be due to certain 
chemical used on mail bags to prevent mildew. 

In February 1929 the Department announced that they had authorized the 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing to overprint rotary press stamps for use in 
Kansas and Nebraska. This move had been under consideration for some time 
in an effort to prevent the sale of stamps stolen in one State and selling them in 
another. Kansas and Nebraska were selected as trial States because the in­
spector who suggested the overprinting was in charge of the inspectors for these 
two States and the trial was made under his supervision. It was the Depart­
ment's plan that if this proved successful it would be extended to other State. 
The first shipment of these stamps was made about April 13, the first. covers 
being dated April 15. These were put on sale at the Agency l\'Iay 1. The official 
notice follows : 

SPECIAL ISSUE OF STATE OVERPRINTED STAMPS. 

Third Assistant Postmaster General, 
Washington, April 8, 1929. 

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are notified that a rrangements 
have been completed to begin the issuance of special overprinted postage stamps in 
sheet form in denominations of 1 to 10 cents, inclusive, to post offices in Kansas and 
Nebraska, for placing on sale to the public. So far as practicable, a ll requisitions 
for these denominations now on hand in the department from direct-accounting 
postmasters will be filled with the overprinted stamps . The surcharge, represent­
ing the respective State abbreviations, will appear in black ink across the lower half 
of the stamps. 

The overprinted-style stamps will be issued to all post offices in the above­
named States with the exception of Kansas City, Topeka, and Wichita, Kans., Omaha 
and Lincoln, Nebr., where ordinary postage stamps will be continued on sale for 
local use. 

Postmasters at direct-accounting post offices in the above-named States, with 
the exception of Kansas City and Wichita, Kans. , and Lincoln , Nebr., are directed to 
submit a specia l requisition promptly to the department for such quantities of over­
printed sh eet stamps in denominations of 1 to 1 O cents, inclusive, as will be re­
quired for a year's supply, making due a llowance for any pending requisition that 
will be filled with surcharged stamps. 
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Dist r ict post offices in K a nsas a nd Nebraska will be supplied with surcharged 
s t a mps from t h e ir r espective centra l a ccoun tin g office in the fillin g of r equisitions a s 
soon as the st ock is ava ila bl e. 

Un t il other wise direct ed the followin g gen era l rules will govern the sale a nd 
use of the Sta t e surch a r ged s t amps: 

1. The st a mps will be placed on sale only at pos t offices w ithin the r espective 
Sta t es, but they will be valid for pos tage purposes a t all post offices now using ordi­
n a r y United Sta t es st a mps . 

2. The supplies of ordina r y unsurcharged stamps r emaining on hand in post 
offices in t h e a bove-nam ed Sta tes will continue to be used until exhaus ted. No of­
fici a l first da t e of sale will be designated for any pos t office supplied with the sur­
ch a rged st a mps . 

3. P ostmast er s a t offi ces supplied with special surch a r ged st a mps will not 
.accept m a il ord er s fo r su ch st a mps from outs ide the Sta te except as m a y be specifical­
ly a uthorized by the depa rtment wh en needed for use on adverti s ing m a tte r that i a 
to be sent to pos t offi ces in K a n sas a nd Nebraska for mailing. 

4. F or the ben efit of s tamp coll ectors the Sta te surch a rged stamps will be 
placed on sale in the Phila t elic Agency on May 1, 19 29. Owing to the la rge num­
ber of denomina tions of surch a rged st a mps, the agen cy will be una ble to accept first 
.day cover s from collectors for st a mping a nd m a iling on May 1. -· 

5. The fillin g of orders will be grea tly facilitated if collectors will e liminate 
other va rieties of s t a mps from their first orders for State surcharged stamps. All 
order s will be fill ed in r egula r turn of r eceipt. 

While ever y r ea sonable effort will be m a d e in the a gen cy to fill order s with w ell 
center ed stock , the limited qua ntities of the State surch a r ged stamps printed will 
prevent as close selection being made as is poss ibl e with ordina ry stamps. 

R . S. REGAR, 
Third Assistant Pos tmaste r Gen era l. 

Although th e Department notified Postmasters that these wer e valid any­
where th ere were numerous complaints that they wer e not accepted in payment 
of postage. This among other r easons caused the idea to be abandoned and no 
other State had such issues. These not being commemoratives but a variety of 
this series we have t reated these stamps as a variety of each design of this issue. 

In lVIay 1929 the Postmaster Gener al in a radio address over the National 
Br oa dcasting System announced that the Department contemplated issuing a 
new series of postage stamps and invited suggestions from the public, but aside 
f rom this announcement lit tle further v1as done until late in 1933. 

I n 1930, however , the designs of two of the current issue were changed. On 
June 4, 1930 a new four cent stamp was issued bearing a portrait of former 
President William H oward Taft , this r eplaced the then cur r ent issue of the same 
denomination bearing a portrait of lVIar tha W ashington. This was printed in 
the same brown as the other and the same frame common to th e other low values 
was used. The official notice follo ws : 

NEW 4 -CENT ORDINARY POSTAGE 8'l'AMP, PORTRAl'l' OF TAFT, 
ISSUE OF 1930. 

Third Assis t a nt Pos tmast er Gen era l, 
W ashington , Ma y 19 , 19 30. 

Postmaster s a nd posta l employees a r e notified tha t th e depa rtment is a bout to 
issu e a new 4-cen t o rdinary postage s t a m p bearing the portra it of form er President 
W illi a m H oward T aft. This s t a mp will r eplace the curren t s t a mp of the sam e de­
n om ination bearin g t h e portra it of Ma rtha W ashington . 

No ch a n ge has been m a d e in the present border design nor the color of ink , 
which will be brown. • The cen t r a l d esign is a portrait of th e form er President, with 
a n open back ground. The n a m e " Ta f t " a ppear s on a ribbon scroll directly beneath 
t h e po rtra i t. 

The n ew s t a mp will fir st be placed on sale June 4, 1 93 0, a t Cincinna ti, Ohio, 
a nd fo r th e ben efit of stamp co ll ectors the st a mp will be placed on sale a t the Phila­
telic Agency, Divis ion of Sta mps, P ost Office Depa rtment, June 5, 19 30. The Phila­
telic Agency, however, will n ot h a ndle fir st-da y covers. 

Direct a nd centra l acco unting postm ast er s will be furni sh ed the n ew 4-cent 
st a mps on regula r quar te rl y r equi si t ions a fter June 5, 1 9 3 0. Specia l r equis itions 
fo r th e n ew 4-cent stamp sh ould be avoided so far as practicabl e. 
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Stamp collectors ·desiring first-day cancellations of the new 4-cent stamp may 
send a limited number of addressed covers, not to exceed 25, to the postmaster at 
Cincinnati, Ohio , with a cash or postal money-order remittance to cover the value 
of the stamps required for affixing. Covers will be accepted from bona fide sub­
scribers only and each cover must be properly and legib ly addressed; covers bear­
ing pencil addresses will not be accepted. Neither can compliance be made with 
unusual requests, such as for the affixing of stamps bearing plate numbers, or the 
irregular placing of stamps on covers, etc. The stamping of first-days covers is a 
courtesy extended to coll ectors without cost in a spirit of departmental cooperation. 
Therefore the postmaster at Cincinnati will return a ll irregular requests unfill ed . 

F. A. TILTON, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General. 

On December 1 a new design of the one and one-half cent stamp was issued 
bearing a front view portrait of Harding, the frame being changed to make it 
uniform with the balance of the values below the fourteen cent. 'fhe official 
notice follows : 
CHANGE IN DESIGN OF 1 * -CENT POSTAGE STAl'1P, PORTRAIT OF HARDING. 

Third Assistant Postmaste General, 
Washington , Nov. 17, 1930. 

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are notified that the depart­
ment is about to issue a redesigned Harding postage stamp bearing the full-face 
likeness of the late President in lieu of the profile view now appearing on the cur­
rent issue of 1 %-cent stamps. Th e border design of the new stamp has also been 
changed to agree with the stamps of the regular issue, series of 1922-23. The new 
stamp will be of the same sjze as the regular issue and printed in brown ink. 

The 1 %-cent stamp has been reengraved in order to provide a more satisfac­
tory likeness of late President Harding than that used on the present issu e, against 
which so m e criticis m has been directed , and to h ave the stamp co nform in general 
style and quality of workmanship with the other stamps of the presidential series. 

The new 1 %-cent Harding stamp will be first placed on sale, in sheets and side­
wise coils, a t the post office in Marion, Ohio , on Dec. 1, 1930, and distribution there­
of will be made to other post offices on regular requisition as soo n as the depart­
ment's stocks of 1 %-cent stamps in sh eets and co ils of the present style are exhaust­
ed . So far as practicable postmasters should refrain from submitting requisitions 
for the n ew l %-cent Harding stamp until an additional supply of stamps in this de­
nomination is needed . 

Stamp co llectors d esiring first-day can cellations of the new 1 % -cent stamp 
may send a limited number of addressed covers, not to exceed 25 , to the postmaster 
at Marion, Ohio , with a cash or postal money-order remittance to cover the value of 
the stamp required for affixing. Covers will be accepted from bona fide tiUbscribers 
only and each cover must be properly and legibly addressed; covers bearing pencil 
a ddresses will not be accepted. Neither can compliance be made with unusual re­
quests, such as for the affixing of stamps bearing plate numbers, or the irregular 
placing of stamps on covers , etc. The stamping of first-day covers is a courtesy 
extended to collectors without cost in a spirit of departmental cooperation. There­
fore , the postmaster at Marion will return all irregular requests unfilled. 

For the benefit of coll ectors the new l %-cent Harding stamp, in sheets and 
coils, will be placed on sale at the Philatelic Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office 
Department, on Dec. 2. 1930, but the agency will not be a uthorized to handle fir st­
day covers . 

F. A. TILTON, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General. 

By 1931 the ·work turned out by the Rotary Press was on an average better 
than that of the flat bed presses. This fact coupled with lower cost of the work 
caused the Post Office Department to order all values up to and including the 
fifty cent denomination to be printed on th e rotary press for the new fiscal year 
beginning July 1, 1931. These were to be issued as soon as the stock on hand 
was depleted. 'fhe first of these were issued July 25th and before the middle of 
September all had appeared. Contrary to the usual policy no public notice 
was made about first clay sales and some early covers will be extremely scarce. 
The Bureau did not consider this as a new issue. Because of the dimensions of 
the stamps these high value rotaries are divided into two groups of perforations, 
the eleven to fifteen cent were perforated llxlOl/2 as were the lower values. The 
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seventeen cen t and higher values were curved sidewhe and going through the 
perforating machine in this manner they were perforated l01/2xll, the higher 
perforation still being on the shorter side. 

In 1932, during the year of the George Washington Bicentennial Celebra­
tion, the postage rate on first class mail was raised to three cents and a new 
stamp was issued for this value portraying Washington, and no additional print­
ings were made of the Lincoln stamp. As the one hundred and twenty-fifth 
anniver sar)' of l .1 incoln 's birth approached the foncoln stamps had become en­
tirely depleted. 'fhere was an insistent demand for this stamp and it was re­
issued February 7, 1934. 'l'hese differ but slightly in color and can only be 
identified by the plate numbers. The re-issue was officially announced as fol­
lows: 

THREE-CENT STAMPS, LINC'-OLN DESIGN. 

Third Asst. Pos tmaste r Genl. 
Washington , January 20 , 19 34. 

Postma sters are h er eby notified that a dditional printing h as been made of 3-
cent Lincoln stamps in accordance with the design provided in the 19 2 2-2 3 series,. 
the distribution of which was suspended when the Washington d esign stamp of this 
d enomina tion was made available in Ju ly 1932, to conform to the new letter rate 
of postage. 

Th e n ew supply of thi s st a mp has been provided especially to meet the public 
d em a nd for mailing purposes in connection with the 12 5th a nniversary of Abraham 
Lincoln 's birth, whkh occurs on F ebruary 12 of this year . 

Therefor e, postmasters a t direct and central-accounting post offices may submit 
r equi sition to the Depa rtment for a limited supply of 3-cent Lincoln stamps. To 
facilitate shipment separate bl a nk, Form 3201, indorsed " Linco ln issue," excluding 
other stamp items, should be used . 

Distri ct postmasters may obtain need ed supplies of thi s sta mp by requisitions on 
the central accounting postma st er. 

C. B . EILENBERGER, 
Third Asst. Postma st er General. " 

vVe have followed th e same procedure in the treatment of the various stamps 
of this issue as in th e previous chapters, as we believe tha t th e grouping of each 
va lue permits simpler study than the usual catalogue method of listing. 

We have illustrated the major plate varieties of the various stamps in this 
series and have listed the known worthwhile varieties. Because of the increased 
life of the plates th ere were many minor defects found on later printings and we 
have listed only those worthy of attention. The drawings in this series were 
made by Vil alter A. SteYens. 

Th ese stamps still being in use at the t ime this i. · being written, March 
1934, the list of plate<> used can neither be complete or entirely corr ect. Some 
of the plates listed as " used" for the rotary press stamps may not go to press 
or be finished as the new administration decides to r eplace these stamps. Such 
additions and corrections will be incorporated in the addenda. · 

# 551- 0ne Half Cent, Olive brown, portrait of Nathan Hale. No Wmk. 
Perf. 11. 

Iss ued April 4, 19 25. 

Thi8 ne"· value was issued to meet the needs of new rates of postage which 
were to become effective April 15, 1925, as described by the Postal Service Act 
approved February 28, 1925. It was to be used in conjunction with the exist­
ing private and Post Office stocks of one cent stamps and stamped envelopes to 
cover the increased rate on third class matter to one and one-half cents per ounce 
or fraction thereof, and was used in quantity mainly with a one cent stamp on 
circulars of one ounce or less, but also for high er fractional rates. 

The selection of Nathan H ale as a subject was prompted by a campaign 
waged by Yale graduates under the leadership of George Dudley Seymour of 
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New Haven, to honor their great hero of colonial days. Mr. Seymour supplied 
the photograph (illustrated) to the Post Office Department to be used for the 
vignette. They made an appeal to both the President and the Postmaster Gen­
eral to perpetuate the fame of Hale in this way in recognition of the approaching 
one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of his death and on March 10, 1925 the 
Post Office Department duly announced that the new one-half cent stamp design 
bei;ng prepared would bear the portrait of Nathan Halr. These were first put 
on sale at the Philatelic Agency at \Vashington, D. C., and at New Haven, Conn., 
the former home of Hale, on April 4, 1925. 

NA'l'HAN HALE 

Front the Statue by D e la L y on Prutt. 

The head of Hale, from the statue by Bela Lyon Pratt at New Haven, is 
within an oval and partly enclosed in a panel ·which is supported on either side 
by acanthus scrolls. Above the portrait, in a curved line, appear the words 
"United States Postage" in white Roman letters. On a ribbon below the oval 
is the name ''Nathan Hale,'' this being the only male subject whose name ap­
pears in full on the stamp. Across the bottom of the stamp is the word "Cent" 
and white numerals on a dark background appear in both lower corners. A 
cross line border ·with small triangular ornaments in both upper corners com­
plete the rather crude design. 'fhe stamp was designed by C. A. Huston and 
engraved by Messrs. J. Eissler, E. 1\1. '.V eeks and E. 1\1. Hall, of the Bureau. 

This stamp was current for a longer period than any of the other values 
below the ten cent, though not being issued perf 10 on the rotary press. When 
the existing public stock of one cent stamps became exhausted there was little 
demand for this new value and it was not printed from the rotary press until 
May 1929, more than four years after issue, and none at all were issued by the 
Bureau during two of these years. In spite of its short life it appeared in con­
siderable quantities and although listed by the Bureau as ''sepia'' it is found 
in various shades of olive brown. 

All plates used for this issue had the wide gauge spacing which was then 
being used on some of the other values (star plates) to overcome ·waste in perfo­
rating due to paper shrinkage. 

Shades: Pale olive brown, oli ve brown, dark olive brown. 
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Varieties: a: Plate number blocks 

b: Cracked plate 

On plate 17047 there is a vertical crack that runs from the upper 
right pane in the seventh vertical row. This starts along the 
right frame line of stamp 77 U R continues along the right frame 
line of 8 7 and part of the way along 9 7 then gradually s lants to 
right and finally disappears between the seventh and eighth stamp 
of the first row of the lower pane. (Illustrated.) 

77 

87 

97 

CENTE R LJN E 

c: Broken relief 

78 

88 

98 

Cr;ocketl P l a t e 
17047 UR, UL. 

There is also a minor transfer roll variety on plate # 170 41. The 
first five vertical rows show a white spot on the upper right center 
of the left fraction bar . (Illustrated.) 

Broken Relief. 

d: Defective entry 

DefectiYe E n t1·y 
17047 LR H5. 

On plate 17074, lower right 95, defective entry in lower right 
corner. (Illustrated.) 

Plates used: 17017- 18, 19, 20, 29, 30 , 31, 32, 33,. 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 
43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 54, 55 , 56, 57, 58, 71, 72, 
73 , 74, 75 , 76, 77, 78, 79 , 80, 81. 82, 83, 84, 85, 86 
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Plates n ot u sed: 
17053 
17231-32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51 , 52, 53, 54, 59, 60r 

61, 62 

# 653-0ne Half Cent, olive brown. Portrait of Nathan Hale. Rotary 
Press. Pe,rf. llx10%. 

Issu ed May 25, 1 929. 

The Bureau now recognized that a distinctive saving was being made in 
printing precancelled stamps by the rotary press method and when early in 1929 
a large order was received from both New York and Chicago for precancelled 
one-half cent stamps curved rotary-plates were prepared at once and the order 
put in work. Th ey appeared on l\iay 25, 1929 uncancelled. 

Shades: Olive brown, deep olive brown 

lll<ISO LR !)2. 

S11ots on Chin. 

Varieties: a: Plate number block s 
b: Plate flaw 

19650 upper right 
19650 lower right 
196 51 lowe r r ight 

1 9652 lower left 

1 9653 upp er right 

G:1sh on Thront. 

19653 lower left 

#17. 
# 92. 
# 21. 

# 72 . 

# 56. 

R ecut. 

Gash in upper left co rner . 
White spot s on chin . ( Illustrated.) 
Low spot on plate cau sing entire face­
to appear extr e m e ly weak. 
Gashes on face to left of nose, mouth 
a nd chin. (Illustrated.) 
Gash in throat above th of Nathan_ 
(Illustrated.) 

t 
Hecut. 

P late scratches as illustrated . · First 
stage shows scratch in fir st s of states 
on # 9 8. Second stage scratch of s of 
states on # 9 8, a lso series of scratches 
on bottom m a rgin a nd last five stamps 
on plate . Third stage, sc ratch a lmost 
entirely burnish ed out except under 
# 1 00 and in the lower right corner of 
stamp 96. 
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FIRST STAGE 

96 97 98 100 

JOINT LINE 

SECOND STAGE 

THIRD STAGE 

c: Shifted transfer 
19650 uppe r right # 59. 

Dou b!e transfer 
19651 lower right # 95. 

19650 UR 5 1) 

Shifted Transfer. 

Shifted transfer left in side frame line. 
(Illustrated . ) 

The most obvious part of this variety 
is the weak face , cau sed by removal @f 
a previous entry. Upon closer ins pec­
tion several additional lines may be 
seen as illustrated in the upper l eft 
pa rt of the d esig n . 

Do ubl e T ransfer 
1 116:'>1 L R !)5 . 
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e: Defective tra.n sfer 

19652 upp er left # 98 . The ins id e fra m e line in the upper left 
h a nd corner has been la r gely mis­
placed . ( Illus tra t ed .) 

Gnsl1 in F n ce. 

f : R e-cut 

D etect ·i \ ' e 'rr:t nsfer 
1DG5ll UL US. 

1\roru1al. ll.ecut. 

Inasmuch as curved rota r y p ress pl a tes cannot be re-en tered, i t. 
has been fo u nd necessary in r em ovin g severa l of th e a bove 
m entioned va rieties to r e-cut th e d esign on va rious s t a mps . 
These a r e as foll ows: 1 9 6 52 lower r ight, illus tra t ed ; 1 9 652. 
lower left # 72 illus t rated ; 19 653 # 5 6 ill u s tra t ed . 

P lates u sed : 1 9 650-51 , 52 , 53 
2 0370-71 
20 4 08-0 9 
20922-23, 24 , 2 5 , 26 , 2 7, 28, 29 

Quantities of one-h a lf cen t s t a mps of the series of 1 9 2 5 issu ed to Postmasters 
durin g the fi sca l years ending June 3 0 : 

19 25 
19 26 
1927 
1 92 8 
1 929 
19 3 0 
1 93 1 
1 9 3 2 
1 9 3 3 

To Dec. 31 , 1 9 33 

4 20 ,1 85 ,30 0 
191 ,303, 3 83 

NONE 
NONE 

15,353, 900 
55 ,11 8, 000 
57 , 660,100 
20, 811,900 
90 ,3 37 ,600 
7 3, 673, 200 

Precan cel 

9 ,7 30, 000 
49 ,0 40, 000 
8 4 ,9 80, 000 
61,960,000 

17 3, 090 ,000 
5 2,110 ,000 
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ILLUSTRATING POSTAGE STAMPS 
At the annual meeting of the Collectors Club on January 3rd, 1934 Clar­

ence W. Brazer was added to the Committee on Stamp Illustrations and made 
a special trip to Washington to confer with the members of the committee for 
the American Philatel1:c Society. 

As a result of this visit, the A. P. S. and the Collectors Club are ·working in 
close harmony in order to secure the passag·e of the bill which has been intro­
duced into Congress. A letter from lVIayo Dudley, Chairman of the American 
Philatelic Society Committee to Clarence W. Brazer is reproduced below and we 
urge all of our members to support this bill to the fullest extent. 

'"fhe cause for liberalization of permissive illustrations of postage stamps 
is greatly strengthened by the agreement of the American Philatelic Society and 
the Collectors Cliib on a common policy and joint effort for promotion of legis­
lation before Congress to effect this object. A united front of all stamp collect­
ors in a common interest seems assured-dissent within the philatelic ranks 
nowhere visible. 

''As a working plan to promote liberalizing legislation, as agreed, the identic 
measures introduced in the last Congress by Senator Dale and Representative 
Montague and reintroduced in the present Congress by Representative Mon­
tague-lmown as H. R. No. 4339-will be pressed before Congress, with the 
expectation that the final form of the Treasury and Post Office Departments 
and of the respective Committees of th e Senate and House of Representatives 
when the measure is before them for consideration. 

''The cooperation of newspapers and other periodical publications and of 
the motion picture industry is to be invited. For this support, liberalization 
legislation would be expanded to cover these interests in recognition of a com­
mon ground of objection to existing restrictions. 

''This broadly is the program, as subscribed to by the Committee on Stamp 
lllustration of both the American Philatelic Society and the Collectors Club. 

''I would extend the compliments of myself and my colleagues, Colonels 
Cosby and Hamilton, to the members of your committee of the Collectors Club, 
Admiral Harris, l\tlr. Steinway, Mr. Lindquist and yourself. 

''Yours sincerely, 
"(signed) MAYO DUDLEY, 

'' Chairman, 
''Committee on Stamp Illustration, American Philatelic Society.'' 

THE ASSOCIATION FOR STAMP EXHIBITIONS 

Every member of the Collectors Club should also be a member of the Asso­
ciation for Stamp Exhibitions and support the splendid work which this Asso­
.ciation is doing. 
• 
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The Association for Stamp E xhibitions was organized shortly after the In­
ternational Philatelic Exhibition held in New York in 1913, and has carried on 
continuously for the intervening twenty-one years. 

The International Philatelic Exhibition held in New York in 1926 was under 
the auspices of the Association, as were all of the National Stamp shows held in 
connection with the American Philatelic Society Conventions, in Minneapolis, 
Cleveland, Boston, and Memphis. 'fhe Exhibition has control of the exhibition 
frames which are loaned to Clubs throughout the COlmtry with no charge other 
than the transportation cost. They have encouraged and supported exhibitions 
throughout the world, and took an active part in the r ecent National Stamp 
Show, held under the auspices of the New York American. 

In connection vvith the plans for the next International Stamp Exhibition 
to be held in New York in 1936, the Association hopes to add to its membership 
every collector of importance throughout the world, and as the basis of this 
membership, we hope that every member of the Collectors Clitb who is not 
already a member, will immediately send his name and address, together with 
the annual dues of $2.00 to the 'l'reasurer, T. E. Steinway, 109 West 57th Street, 
New York City. 
Brief Reviews 
WELT-KATA.LOG DER BILD-GANZSA­

CHEN, published by the Berliner Gauz­
sachen Sanunler-Ve rein. 

This is a world catalog of illustrated 
postal stationery, and opens a ·n ew and 
interesting field for collectors. Many 
Governments iss u e very attractive post­
a l stationery. 

CRYSTAL MOUNT. Produced by H. E. 
Harris, Boston. 

Under the above trade name, H. E. 
Harris and Company of 108 Massachu­
setts Avenue, Boston, Mass. , are market­
ing a n ew product for the protection of 
valuable stamps. 

This is in the form of a tube, made 
from a transparent moisture proof sellu­
lose acetate that i s non-sh rinking a nd 
will not injure the stamps. This comes 
in long strips so that the stamps can be 
inserted in one of the strips and then 
c ut off to the size of the stamp. 

It comes in two sizes, one is 1 5/s xl 2 
inch es for s ingles and pairs at 5 0 cents 
for 2 5 tubes and 2 % xl 2 inches for 
blocks of four at 50 cents for 1 8 tubes. 

r,A POSTE AERIENNE EN BELGIQUE, 
by L. Pousard, reprint from Revue 
PostaJe, Bruxelles, B elgium. 

An illustrated pamphlet giving details 
of the various Belgian airmail flights. 

AIRi\IAIL STAMP ALBUM, Edited by 
John '\V. Nicklin, N. Y. ., published 
b~· G1·osset and Dun.lap, price $1.00·. 

This is a co mpanion a lbum to the a l-
bum for the U. S. stamps by the same 
publishers. It is a r emarkable value for 
the money and will undoubtedly stimu­
late increased interest in the collecting 
of Air Mail stamps. 

FROED-E'S BRIEFMARKE1N PREIS­
BUCH, EUROPA, 1934, pubUsbed by 
Hans F 1·oecle, Gladba.cher Strasse 38, 
Dussel{lorf, Ger:many, Price RM. 2.25. 

Hans Froede has just published his 
19 3 4 Catalog for European co untries 
with prices brought up to date. It is a 
valuable guide f-or collectors who buy in 
Europe. 

SCHWEIZ ABSTEMPLUNGSWERK, 
1843-1882, by A. X. A.nch'es, Postfach, 
727, Luzern, Switzerland. 

Thi s booklet is the first of a series 
which will be followed by 15 or 20 oth­
ers to be published about every three 
months. It contains information a nd il­
lustrations of Swiss Postmarks, divided 
into groups, written in German, French 
and Italian. Subscription price is Swiss 
Fr. 14. for the series. Collectors of 
Swiss stamps will find this of interest. 
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New York City 
Colonial and Revolutionary Posts 

By I-lA1rnY lH. KoNWISER. 

New York in 1673. 

T HERE appears to be preserved but little evidence that there was any of­
ficial post office in New York in its earliest Dutch (New Amsterdam ) 
period. The population was small and there was little business which 

required correspondence. Arriving ships, of course, brought letters to New 
Amsterdam but it was many years before there was any system looking towards 
revenue from the receiving or sending of mail. 

When Britain and Holland found an excuse for war, the British North 
American Colonies had become strong and it was inevitable that they would 
exert pressure on the weaker Dutch Colony of New Netherlands. Thus when in 
1664 a British fleet sailed into the harbor, Governor Peter Stuyvesant was com­
pelled, much against his will, to give up the town and New Amsterdam became 
New York. Nine years later the Dutch r ecaptured the town, only to give it up 
under the peace treaty. Thereafter New York flew the Union Jack until the 
Revolution gave control to the forces of the new American Republic. 

During the Dutch days letters, regarding cargoes as they arrived, were de­
livered to the merchant and if a solitary letter found no owner at the dock 
.awaiting its arrival, it was left in the possession of some responsible private 
citizen until called for. 

As the intercourse with Holland increased there gTadually developed a 
system of voluntary distribution which became eventually known as the ''coffee 
house delivery,'' which maintained its popularity and usefulness for more than 
one hundred years. 

This system grew out of the custom of masters of vessels, and the people 
from Breucklyn, Pavonia and the distant Hackensack, leaving at some agreed 
upon popular tavern letters entrusted to them. A small box was kept for this 
mail, conveniently placed within th e reach of all, gibbetted ingeniously upon 
the surface of a smooth board, by means of green baize, tape and brass-headed 
nails, the ''composition'' displayed the while, like some choice picture, in the 
most conspicuous part of the public room. 

Th ere were hangers-on at these resorts whe unconsciously acted as agents 
for "this arcadian post, " which is the term applied to this mail-delivery-method 
by Harp ers' Jlllagcizine, in its early days. The self-appointed mail clerks ac­
quired temporary importance and sometimes a bit of tobacco or a glass of Schie­

. dam schnapps by circulating information regarding the letter list. 
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The Dutch Governors, it is believed, r eceived their mail direct from the 
ships as they arrived. 

For many years after the English took possession of New York, the coffeP­
house delivery was continued with the population, of course, turning out to 
greet each ship as it arrived. 

During the years of the British occupation trade expanded in many direc­
tions and some who arrived at New York were treking to other parts of the 
n ewly-populated country, thus bring·ing about intercourse with n ewer parts of 
the new country, as well as to the old lands. New York became a legitimate 
centre of activity-shipping going forth to Europe, the ·vv est Indies and to the 
coast towns of the new land. 

'l'he first stage coach, to New Bngland, started on its first trip from the 
Bowery on June 24, 1672, according to Harlowe's Old Bowery Days, and ac­
cording to the same writer, in J anuary, 1763, the Albany Post Rider was held 
up (on the Bowery) in quite the modern manner . 

The first road or thoroughfare was built in New York in 1671, from a spot 
called Collect Pond (north of the present Pearl street) to Harlem. What was 
then termed Harlem Flats was considered a desirable agricultural section, and 
at an early period many Dutch r esidents settled there to establish farms. How­
ever, what was then r egarded as a road was so poor that it was decided to build 
a real highway. Th e records of April, 1671, have this to say about it : 

"Whereas the roa d between this ci ty a nd the village of New Harlem is impass­
able, a nd it is necessary that a road should be m a intained. It is ordered that the 
overseers of roads and the magis trates of Harlem lay out a suita ble road , and that 
it be ma de by the inha bitants of H a rl em , in conjunction with those living on the 
other s id e of Fres h Water (Collect Pond ), each within their r espective limits." 

In F ebruary, 1672, the r ecord says: 

"Whereas the road to New H a rlem is still unfinished , and many complaints 
have been made, even tha t people la tely wishing to travel over tha t road on horse­
back have been in da nger of losing their lives by the bad condition of the roa d ; 
therefor, overseers are a ppointed to urge the inha bitants to go on with the work, 
and to impose fin es for neglect." 

The building of the road was delayed for several years ,and not until 1707 
was the road properly planned and built. 

When the Colonial officials of New York supervised the establishment of a 
monthly mail to Boston, in 1672, notice was given that those desirous of send­
ing letters should bring them to the secretary's office where, in a "locket box 
they shall be preserved till the messenger calls for them; all persons. paying 
the post before the bagg is sealed up.'' Francis Lovelace was the governor of 
New York at this time, and the Lovelace post stopped at Haarlem, then was 
ferried across, and plunged into the wilderness beyond the Indian trails. The 
Lovelace post was short-lived, for his successor, Andros, seemed but little inter­
ested in letter-communications. 

'fhe Oldest lVIail Route-the Lovelace Post, New York to Boston-is marked 
by a tablet, placed at Bridgeport, Connecticut, stating thereon that ''the first 
post rider made the trip from New York to Boston in January 1673." 

'l'he r ecord seems to indicate that the Lovelace Post, to which this tablet is 
no doubt dedicated, actually did star t in J anuary 1672. 

The Colonial Post. 

The r eal beginning of the official American Post starts with the grant of 
William and lVIary to Thomas Neale, in 1692, and subject to this grant New 
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York established a general letters office to expedite the r eceiving and the send­
ing of letters. 'l'he total 1693 New York r eceipts for letters was 61 Pounds, the 
New York postmaster receiving a salary of 20 Pounds for the year. 

In 1704 it was still a two-weeks trip from Boston to New York, and writers 
of human interest items relating to the rougher, other days of the country, a re 
always referring to the journal of a Madam Knight, dated 1704, who, with a 
postman for a guid e, was two weeks on the ride from Boston to New York. 

New York, in 1708, contained about one thousand houses. The great Trinity 
Church, so-called then, was erected in 1695 ; being enlarged in 1737 ; burned 
down in 1776, and r ebu ilt in 1778. A library was first established in New York 
in 1700, and the first post-office of any Colonial official nature was, in 1710, the 
headquarter . for til e Nor th American Coloni es. 

In 1710 Parliament directed the establishment of a Post Office at New York, 
Philadelphia having pr eviously been made the headquarters of the colonial or­
ganization. In the next year arrangement was completed for a New York­
Boston post, twice each month and propositions were advertised to establish a 
foot post to Albany. The New York Gazet te of lVIay 3, 1732, has th e following 
advertisement : 

The Ne w York Post Office will be r emoved tomorrow to th e up.pe rmost of the 
two houses on Broadway, opposite BeaverStree t . Richard Ni chol, Esq., P. M. 

Th e post-horse system that prevailed in England was pursued in th e Ameri­
~an Colonies, and it was not until 1732 that a stage-route was created, from New 
York to Philadelphia. As far as can be ascertained the first stage-coach-route 
was that between Arn boy and Burlington. ·whether mail was sent officially 
·over this route is not known to this chronicler. (See: Colonial and Revolution­
ary Posts.) During the 1732 period a stage-coach departed from New York to 
Boston monthly, a fortnight being required for this trip. 

A new story in th e Philadelphia W eekly M ercm·y, November 30, 1752, 
throws considerable light on the post of that year. It reads: 

"On Monday the North ern post sets out from New York, in order to perform his 
stage but once a fortnight during· the winter quarte r s; the Southern pos t changes 
a lso, which will cause this pape r to co m e out on Tuesdays during that time. The 
colds which have infest ed the Northern colonies have been a lso troublesome h ere; 
few famili es have escaped the same; several h ave been carried off by the cold, 
among whom was Da vid Brintall , in th e seventy-seventh year of his age. H e was the 
first m a n that h a d a brick house in the city of Philade lphia, a nd was much est eem ed 
for his just a nd upright dealing. The r e goes a r eport that Lord Baltimore and his 
lady a r e a rrived in Maryland, but th e Southern post be ing not yet co me in, the said 
report wants confirma tion ." 

Th e Brintall honse was located on Chestnut Street, below Fourth, and stood 
back from the street-lin e, with a small garden in front. 

In 1740 a complete road ·was "blazed " (and that exactly ) from Paulus 
Hook to Philadelphia. There was, at this tim , no stated, scheduled mail de­
liveries, the mail being carried on horse back. 

In 1753 the Post Office was still in the same place, but current information 
places it is ''opposi te Bowling Green,'' and the post office was open daily, ex­
cepting Sundays, from 8 to 12 a. m. excepting that on post nights the office was 
open until 10 p. m. At this time Alexander Colden was Postmaster, remaining 
in office until 1775. Colden was also r epresentative of a British Packet. 

Benjamin Franklin was appointed one of the Deputy Postmaster Generals 
for the Colonies in 1753, as a result of his effici ent services as postmaster of 
Philadelphia. Franklin proceeded to put his energ·ies into the Colonial Post 
Office and was responsible for the increasing and improved letter-sending be-
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tween New York and Philadelphia, as well as other parts of the developing land. 
At this time the New York Post Office was located on Bowling Green and was 
''opened every day save Saturday afternoons, and Sundays from eight to twelve 
A. M. and from two to four P. M.'' according· to the newspapers of the day. 

Philadelphia-New York Routes. 

When William Penn established a post, for his colony, in 1683, he pro­
scribed rates to the Falls, to Chester and to Maryland, and nothing was indi­
cated that there might be letter-writing to points North. The Quakers of 1683 
apparently >vere not greatly concerned, socially or otherwise, with the imigrants 
who were locating in and around New York and the New England colonies. 
Post horses were employed by the Penn post, which became a grant to Henry 
Waldy of Tekonay, now known as Tacony. 

Th e earliest New York-Philadelphia mail was carried, from the Philadel­
phia end, from the chief office at Philadelphia in Strawberry Alley, at th e sign 
of the "Death of the Fox" which route was established in 1756, making its trip 
to New York in three days, traveling via Trenton and P erth Amboy. 

John Butler is recorded as the proprieto'r of this stage, and according to 
James Rees, was established in business by the "Old Hunting Club," for which 
club Butler had been huntsman and kennell-keeper. According to the same 
writer (in Foot-Prints of a Letter-Carrier ) the Old Hunting Club was composed 
of the most important men of th e day, and the kennels were located on the brow 
of the bill north of Ca llow hill Street, descending to Pegg 's Run, near Second 
Street. 

Fox-hunting was .the favorite amusement of the club members, and when 
Philadelphia's population increased and game began to disappear from th e town 
and its environs the :;;portsmen moved their establishment to Gloucester, New 
Jersey. 

John Butler advertised in the Weekly Mercury for March 8, 1759, as fol­
lows: 

"Philadelphia Stage Waggon and New York Stage Boat Performs Their Stages 
Twice a Week. 

"John Butler with his waggons, sets out on Mondays from his house at th e 
sign of the Death of the Fox, in Strawberry Ally, and drives the same to Trenton 
Ferry, when Francis Holman meets him, and proceeds on Tuesday to Brunswick, 
and the passengers and the goods being shifted into the waggon of Isaac Fitzran­
dolph, he takes them to the New Blazing Star to Jacob Fitzrandolph's the sam e day, 
where Rubin Fitzrandolph with a boat well suted, will r eceive them and take them 
to New York that night. John Butler returning to Philade lphia on Tuesday with 
the passengers and goods delivered him by Francis Holman, will again set out for 
Trenton Ferry on Thursday and Francis &s. will carry his passenger s and goods, 
with the same expedition as above to New York. March 8, 1759." 

Meanwhile in 1756, due to the efforts of Franklin, a line of British packet­
boats commenced trips regularly between New York and Falmouth, England. 
A second stage line was established in 1765, operating from New York to Phila­
dalphia, to start twice a week, using three days in going through, at twopence 
each mile. For this route a covered J ersey wagon was used, the wagon being 
without springs. 

In 1766 a third line of new stages (New York to Philadelphia) was set up, 
and the speed demon was already in the thoughts of the natives, for this new 
post called itself the ''Flying Machine'' and intended to reach Philadelphia, 
from New York, in two days. John Barnhill was advertised as the sponsor of 
the ''Flying Machine'' post and he also proclaimed his coaches as ''good stage 
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wagons, and the seats set on springs. '' Th e fare on the Barnhill post route 
was threepence per mile, or twenty shillings for the entire trip. 

Despite its trading activities, seemingly increasing in steady manner, the 
New York Post Office attracted but little inter est to itself, judging from the 
meagre revenues r eported. It is generally believed that the old system of volun­
teer distribution prevailed, this being encouraged by the high rates charged. 
The officials complained continuously but nothing changed much. Even th e 
local civil authorities, the municipal officials, employed th eir own messengers 
for mail. 

Th e coffee-house system was referred to in the famous examination of Ben­
jamin Franklin before the House of Commons Committee on the situation of the 
Colonies, as follows : 

Question . Do not le tte r s often co m e into the Post Offices of America directed 
to inl a nd towns where no post goes? 

Franklin. Yes . . 
Q. Can any priva te person t a k e up these letters a nd carry them as directed? 
Franklin. Yes, a fri end of th e person may do it , paying the postage that has 

accrued. 

This was, it should be noted, the optional period of letter-sending. 'l'he 
writers could pay at th e source or could put th e fee on the recipient. Compul­
sary pre-payment legislation was not enacted in the United States until 1855, 
despite. th e advent of th e national stamp in 1847. (Pre-payment was made ob­
ligatory as of Jan. 1, 1856 ). 

Th e coffee-houses, in the English days, wer e popular meeting places, the 
masters of ships making their headquarters th ere and even th e famous Tontine 
Coffee House had its letter rack. It was not until it was found that a well reg-u­
lated city post was safer, of less trouble and more expeditious, that the coffee­
house letter distribution came to an end. 

On May 3, 1775, th e New York Provincial Committee appointed Ebenezier 
Hazard to receive and forward mail. On th e following day Goddard, the Balti­
more printer, appeared before the Committee, urging support for the new Con­
tinental post- independent of British operation. On July 26, 1775, th e New 
York Provincial Congress passed a resolution r ecommending to the Continental 
Congress the selection of Hazard, as Postmaster at New York. Hazard served 
as Postmaster General for th e United Colonies from 1783 to 1789, when the 
President-elect named Samuel Osgood as Postmaster General. 

When William Goddard, th e publisher of th e Maryland Journal, nrged the 
Continental Congress to establish an independent post, in opposition to th e Par­
liamentary Post then in operation, the Goddard idea went into partial operation 
on May 11, 1775, wh en John Holt opened an independent local post. 

John Holt, a printer , was active in the Sons of Liberty, an extremely lively 
organization in its day, and prior to his appearance at New York, Holt had 
been mayor of Williamsburg, Virg·inia. With James Parker he published the 
New York Gazette and Post-Boy , and when the British occupied New York City, 
during the Revolutionary P eriod, Holt p rinted his papers at Poughkeepsie and 
at E sopus. 

1776 is an important year in American history, but the mode of mail-carry­
ing \vas still slovv, to gauge from present standards, as might be deduced from 
reading an advertisement of the period, as follows: 

"This is to give notice to a ll the Publick that the s t age waggo ns K ept by John 
Burrowhi!l , in Elm Street, and John Merserex, a t the Bla zing Star, n ear New York , 
intend to perfo rm th e journey from Phila de lphia to New York in two days; also to 
co ntinu e seven months , viz: from the 14th of April to the 14th of November, a nd 
the r em a ining five m onth s of the year in three days. The waggons to be k ept in 
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good order, and good horses with so ber drive r s. They purpose to set off fro m 
Philadelphia on Mondays a nd Thursdays punctua lly at s unrise a nd t o be in P rin ce­
Town the sam e nights, a nd ch a n ge pasi;;en ger s, a nd r eturn t o New York a nd Phila ­
d elphia t h e followin g days. The passen gers a r e desired to cr oss P owlass H oo k F erry 
t h e evening befor e. Th e waggon is n ot to s t ay a fte r sunr ise. P r ice, each passen ger , 
from Powless Hook t o Prince-Town, t en shillings; fro m the nce to P hila delphia, t en 
shillings a lso ; F erriage free. Threepe nce each mile a ny dis t a n ce be t ween . Any 
gent.l em e n or ladies tha t wa nts to go t o Phila d elphia , can go in th e st age a nd be 
hom e in fiv e da ys, a nd be two nights a nd one da y in Phila d elphi a t o do bus iness or 
see the m a rket-da ys. All gentle m e n a nd la dies who a r e pleased t o favo ur u s w i th 
their custom m ay de pend on du e a ttenda n ce a nd civ il u sage by those bu m ble ser­
vants , John Merser eax, J ohn Burrowhill. June 177 6." 

New York was taken by th e British in 1776 and the new (independent ) 
post moved north , retr eating with W ashington 's Army, locating at Dobbs F erry 
and then at Fish Kill. 

The New York citizens of the Revolutionary type had r esor t to the house of 
H ercules Cronk, on the -river fr@n t, and from there ~tters were carried through 
the W estchester Hills. 

Ebenezier Hazard, who had succeE'ded Nixon , at New York, on May 3, 1775, 
a11ked Congress to increase his pay as Postmaster at New York, stat ing the net 
(107 pounds for the fi scal year ) was insufficien t compensation ; that he was not 
able to employ an assistant ; that he was ''to keep near th e headquar ters of the 
Army, who are almost th e only persons for who letters came now by post. ' ' 
Hazard r ecites the extraordinary difficulties and fatigues to which he was sub­
j ected by the frequent r emoval of the army, and his having been obliged fo r 
want of a horse which could not be procured to follow th e army on foot , from 
place to place, apparently with his post-office sack, carried by a servant . (Ref­
er ence is made to this letter from Hazard in November 15, 1776, minutes of 
Congress.) 

The New York Provincial Post had, a while previous, been taken over by 
the Constitutional Post Office in America- the name being suggested by the 
New York Committee. 

When the British troops t ook possession of New York, the r ecords of the 
post office seem to have been lost , for with the Brit ish occupation- r eferring to 
the Revolutionary P eriod, of course-the post office was practically non est , the 
exactions of the British provost marshal! being quite severe and at any r ate the 
sum total of letter writing was greatly reduced, the entire correspondence being 
connected with the movements of the t roops. 

New York, the r eports indicate, was a sorry tovm at th e expiration of the 
Revolut ion , having been devastated by war and fire and its population bad 
dwindled. 

William Bedlow was the first postmaster after the close of the war, with 
Sebastian Baumann (1786) next named . The total r eceipts of the New York 
Post Office in 1786 was $2,789.84. Baumann operated the P ost Office from his 
home. 

When Samuel Osgood was named Postmaster General of t he Unit ed States, 
in 1789, by President Washington, there were exactly seventy-five post offi ces 
in the thirteen states. Th e headquarter s of th e F ederal Post Office was New 
York, and it r emained there from March 4, 1789, until August 12, 1790, when 
Philadelphia became the seat of th e new government, moving t o W ashington 
in 1800. 

(For additional info rmation on Colonial and Revolutionary P osts, the read­
er is advised to see the book of that title, by H arry l\I. K onwiser , published 
by the Dietz Printing Co. , Richmond, Va., price $2. prepaid ). 

( T o b e c ont inued.) 
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AS A SAFE PLACE FOR YOUR STAMP COLLECTION AND 
OTHER VALUABLES 

The Lincoln Warehouse Corporation 
OFFERS THEIR MODERN BURGLAR-PROOF AND 

FIREPROOF VAULTS. 

If You Are Going Abroad or If You Will Be Out of Town During 
the Summer, Why Not Use Our Service? 

THE CHARGES ARE MOST REASONABLE. 

We Also Offer a Cold Storage Service for Furs, Rugs , etc . That 
Cannot Be Surpassed , as Well as Complete Moving and Storage 
Facilities. 

Lincoln Warehouse Corporation 
69th and 10th Streets on Third Avenue, New York City 

rrel e 1,J1 011e: Rh ine l:uule1· 4 -0100 
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T HE Collertol's Club Library wishes to express its appreciation to the 
publishers and authors of philatelic books who have sent us copies for 
our files. Such books are always re-viewed in this magazine in recipro­

cation for their courtesy. 
The Collectors Club would be glad to receive back numbers of the COLLECT­

ORS CLUB PI-ITLATELIST, and earlier issues may even be purchased at a premium, 
as we have requests for volumes I, Il, III, V and VI. Any other philatelic 
journals are also very welcome. Send reply or material to Collectors Club, 30 
East 42 Street, New York City. 
"Thank You for Your Prompt and 

Satisfactory Settlement" 

GENTLEMEN: I beg to acknow l edge re ­
ceipt of yours of October 31, with check 
($GOO) in payment of collection of United 
States unused commemorative stamps. Al­
low me to thank you for your prompt and 
satisfactory settlement. The business of 
selling to your firm is indeed on a par with 
the buying, of which you will recall I did 
a lot in past years-that is, quite satisfac­
tory and all that one would expect from an 
old-lime firm like yours. Sincerely yours, 
JOHN U. PERKINS, 2215 Pennsylvania 
.Ive., N. W., Washington, D. C. 

IF YOU R COLLECTION IS FOR SALE-

and if it is worth $100 or more, we are interested in buying it. We buy 
all kinds: United States or foreign, general or specialized, 19th or 20th 
Centuries. with the stamps either loose or unmounted. 

Write us as complete a description as possible of your collection but do 
not send tlle stamps unless we aslc you to clo so. If ""e do ask you to 
send them, we will examine them at once, giYe you a prompt r eport 
and make an immediate cash payment in case you wish to sell. 

Our reputation for fair dealing is world-wide. If you do not know us 
and wish references, refer to Dun and Brnclstreet or the editor of any 
philatelic magazine in the United States. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 
Buyers of Stamp Collections - Fair Prices, Prompt Pay111e1it 

108 Massachusetts Avenue, Boston, Massachusetts 
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THE COLLECTORS CLUB . 
30 East 42nd Street New York City 

Officers and Committees, 1934 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS OFF I CERS 

Presid ent- L a uren ce Mason 
Vice-President- A . W. Deas 
Sec r e t a r y- Ch a rles Curie 
T reasurer- Stephe n G. Ri ch 

Class of 1•934 
Ste phen G. Rich 
Ch arles J . Phillips 
F erra r s T ows 

Class of 1935 
B everly S. King 
La uren ce Mason 
A. W. Deas 

TRUSTEES 
Alfre d F . L ichte ns t e in , Chairman 
Theodore E . St e inwa y 
Ch as. Cu r ie 

CJass of :t.936 
Cla r en ce Bra zer 
Harry L . Lindqui s t 
Fred erick R. H a rris 

Honora ry Life Governor : John N. Luff. 
Librar ia n : H. M. Kon wi ser. 
Ne w l\'.Cembei·s 

1 25 9 H a rvey S . Bissell , L a Cr escenta, 
Calif. 

1260 A . Eric P a rkinson , Upper Da rby, 
P a . 

1 2 61 Adolf Gunesch , Chicago , Ill . 
1262 H. C. B eck, W ashing ton , D. C. 
126 3 Va h e N a za r , N ewton , Mass . 
12 6 4 R oger Ste ffa n , Ma maroneck , N. Y . 
1 265 R . H. W e ill, N ew Orlean s, La . 
12 6 6 G. S. Goodrich , Brooklyn, N. Y. 
1 26 7 Louis W . Ch a r la t , N ew York City 

48 J . B. Kre m e r , New Rork City. RE­
INSTAT E MENT. 

Membe r ship P ending 

A. S . Arnold , Metu ch e n , N. J . 
Proposed by H. M. K onwiser 
P. H. B. Fre lin g hu ysen, Jr., Morristown , 
N. J . 

Proposed by Nicolas Sa n a bria 
Cla r e n ce Freem a n , N ew York City 

Proposed by Nicola s Sa n a bria 
Seconded by H. L. Lindquis t 

W. G. Saxton , Ca nton , Ohio 
Proposed by H. L. Lindquis t 
S.econded by H. M. Konwiser 

Carroll Dunha m , 3rd , Ce d a rhurst, N . Y . 
Proposed by E. S. P a ine 
Seconde d by J. M. Bartels 

Donald W . Ma rtin , Cl evela nd H eights, 0 . 
Proposed by H . L . Lindquist 
Seco nde d b y G. B. Sloa n e 

P hilip De n gle r , Phila d elphia, Pa . 
Pro posed by Cla r e nce W. Zra ze r 
Seco nde d by C. J . Phillips 
Additions to the Library 
Rylunds Illustrired e Frimaerke K a t a log, 

1 93 4. Gift of A. R ylund . 
Grobes De u tschland K a t a lo g, 1 933- 34. 

Gift of H a n s Gr o be. 
P late Varie ty Coll ect or , by R . M. R yer . 

Gift of R. M. R yer . 
Yver t et T ellier , Ch a mpion Cat a lo g, 1 93 4 . 

Gif t of T . Ch a mpion . 
Froedes Bri ef. Preisbuch , Eur opa, 1 9 3 4. 

Gift of H . Froed e . · 
The P. 0 . of India a nd Its Stor y , by G. 

Clark e. Gif t of Dr. G. H. H yslop . 
I F ran co bolle , 1 934, by Fra t e lli Oliva . 

Gif t of Fra t elli Oliva. 
Annua l R epor t of th e Smithso nia n Insti­

tution , 19 32. Gif t of Smithsonia n. 
Martin 's Air Tra n s port L a b el Cat a lo g 

19 34, publi sh ed by Carl M. B eck en. 
Gift of C. M. Beck en . 

Annua l R e port of P . M. G. F a rley, 19 33 . 
Gift of P. M. G. Farley. 

Airma il Sta mp Album, John Ni cklin. Gift 
of J . Nicklin . 

B ri t ish North Ame rica, Fre d Jarrett . 
Gift of F red J a rrett. 

Miss ing Numb er s of Sta mp Collecting. 
Gif t of Publish er s. 

Missing Numbe r s of Hobbies . Gift of 
P ubli sh e r s . 

Missi n g Numb er s of P hila t elis t e B eige . 
Gift of Publis h er s. 

Missing Number s of Linn ' t W eekly Sta mp 
New s. Gift of Publish e r s . 

W eltka t a log d e r Bildganzsach en , B e rlin­
e~ V er ein. Gift of B erline r Ver ein. 

Schw eiz Abs t emplungsw erk, 1 8 43-8 2, E . 
A . Andres. Gift of E . A . Andres . 

De Kl einrondst e mp els va n N ed erla nd, P . 
C. Kortew eg. Gift of P. Kortew eg. 
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Permanent Home Fund 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSliiMEN'L'S 

January 1st, 1933 to Decembe r 30th, 1933. 

RECEIPTS: 

Balance on d epos it J a nua ry 1st, 19 33 ... ... .... . . . . ....... $1 ,796.73 
Bank Interest and In terest on securiti es, from J a uary 1st to 

December 30th, 19 33 ........ . ....... . .. ... ... .... . 2,523.05 

Tota l r eceipts . . . 

DISBURSEMENTS: 
Purchased: 

Jan. 3rd , 1 ,000 So. B ell T . & T. 1st S / F 5 % . 1941 . ... . . $1 ,072. 78 
June 1s t , 2,000 Canadia n Natl. Rwys., 5%, 19 69 ........ 1,886 .94 
Oct. 11th, 1,000 So. B ell T . & T. 1st S / F 5%, 1941 .... . . 1 ,0 75.42 

R ental of safe d eposit box, at the Chase Deposit Co., 57th Sr., 
Hanha ttan , for th e secu rities of the P . H. F . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 

Federa l ch eck taxes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0 8 

Total disbursem ents 

B a lance on De pos it , Commercial Bank of New York, December 
31, 19 33 ............. . ...... . .. . .. . ......... . .. . 

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 

January 1·924 to D ecembe r· 30, 1933. 

RECEIPTS : 

Collection of pledges m a de at a nnual dinne r in J a nuary 1934. $16,123.35 
Other Den oaions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 225 .0 0 
Amount transferred to P erm a n ent Home Fund a fte r settle-

m ent 51 Wes t 48th Street lease ........ . ........ ... .. 33,895.34 
Balance tra nsferr ed at closing of 51 W est 48th Street Syndi-

cat e ch eckin g acco unt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 8.39 
Bank Inter est and Inte r es t on securities, from January 1924 to 

December 30th, 19 33 . .......... .. .. . .............. 10 ,623.80 

Tota l R eceipts ... 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

Purchase of sec u rities as follows: 

5,000 Union Pacific R. R. 4s 2008 .. . ... .. .............. $4,823.8 9 
5, 000 P a. R. R. 4 %s 196 5 ................ ... .... . . .... 5,166.01 
5,000 D elawar e & Hudson R. R. 4s 19 43 . .... ............ 4,874. 17 
5,000 Baltimore & Ohio R . R. 4s 1948 ........... .. . ... .. 4,9 16 .98 

50 0 Atchison Topeka & Santa F e 4s 1995 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 498.81 
20,000 P t. of New York Authority 414s 19 33 -60 ........... 20,151.94 
1 5, 000 Canadian Natl. Rwy 5s 1 849-69 ..... . ............. 16 ,024 .44 

4,000 So. B ell T . & T. 1st S / F 5s 1941 ....... . ......... . . 4.235.00 

R enta l of Safe deposit box, Chase Natl. Bank ..... . .. . .... . 
F eder a l ch eck tax ...... . .. .. . . . .. .. . .... .. ....... .. . . . 

Tota l Disbursem ents . . . . ... . . . ....... . . .. .... . 

Balance on Deposit Commer cia l Na tiona l Bank of New York, 
December 31st, 19 3 3 . . . .................. . . . . .... . 

21.00 
.08 

4,3 19.7 8 

$4,046 .22 

$ 273.56 

l_;60,985.88 

$60, 712.32 

$ 273.56 

ALFRED F . LICHTENSTEIN, Chairman. 

New York , N . Y ., January 3, 1 934. 
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Secretary's Report for 1933 

The year 1 933 for the Co ll ecto r s Club 

looked to be a rather cru cial on e . Al­
though the r en t h ad b een r edu ced 500 
dolla rs in 19 3 2 due to the Secretary's ef­
forts, it was quite evident that a much 
further r eduction would be essentia l in 
order to carry on s u ccessfully. President 
Beverly S.King, a nd the Secretary th e r e ­
fore , conferred with our la ndlord, and 
after due consideration on their pa rt, 
they accepted our offe r of $12 0 0 . p er 
year for the balance of our lease. 

In co nnection with this it is appropri­
a t e to s t a t e that our lease with th e Na­
tional Cash Register Company expires on 
April 30th, 1 934, a t which time w e be­
come the tenants of the Carbon and Car­
bide Company. The location as well as 
the space is par ticularl y adaptable for 
our n eeds, a nd most convenient for out 
of town m embers. In the knowl edge that 
that this space occupied by the Club is 
worth far more than th e r ental we a r e 
paying at present , an inte rvi e w with th e 
Carbon and Carbide Company was neces­
sary in an effo rt to secure a lease from 
the m at a favorab le figur e . To Mr. Ma­
son, our Vi ce Presid ent, is du e a ll credit 
for a most satisfactory arrangement 
made with our fut ure landlord who will 
give u s a lease for a period of one year 
upon expiration of our present one at a 
monthly basis of $ 115 . 

We a lso w a nt to thank our members 
for th eir coo peration in r emitting th eir 
du es promptly a nd those to whom second 
bills we r e n ecessary, for their g ratifyin g 
response. Although a numbe r a r e sti ll 
outstanding, som e of th eir le tte r s give u s 
assura n ce th a t every effort is be ing made 
to straighten out their acco unts as soon 
as poss ibl e. W e hop e that our membe r s 
will continue to g ive u s their s upport in 
the futur e as they have in the past, for 
our success in carying on, especiall y 
through the past finan cia l str ess has only 
been m a de possibl e throu g h them. 

Meetings. 

During the year of 19 3 3 w e h eld elev­
en regular m eetings between Janua ry 
a nd June a nd on e s pecia l m eeting on Au­
g ust 9th, when the m eetings a djourned 
for th e summer season . Beginning with 
October 4, to Dec. 31, s ix further m eet­
ings w er e h eld which were w ell attended. 
All these m eeti n gs a r e written up in the 
Coll'ectors Club Philatelist. 

Friends of our members a r e cordially 
invited to our m eetin gs, a nd in this con­
nection we like to enlist the coo pe ration 
of m embers in securing m embership can­
di dates fo r the Club. W e a r e still work­
in g toward our goal of at least 10 0 0 
members, on which basis the Club would 
be self. s u pporting, which it h as not b een 
capab le of the past few years, r egardless 
of the g r eat reduction in r ent . Mr. Phil­
lips who has always been very instru­
mental in this connection h a d to r e lin­
quish hi s chairmanship of the Member­
ship Committee du e to pressing business, 
an d is s u cceed ed by Lawr en ce B. Mason , 
a nd we h ope that everybody wiJJ coop­
erat e with him to the fu lles t extent. 

W e a r e a lso indebted to 0 . A. Schen ck 
for a donation of 50, and Mr. Charles 
Lathrop Pack for a don a tion of $25. to­
ward a defi cit of the Club . The Club is 
extre m e ly g rateful for these g ifts a nd w e 
ext end here with our h earties t thanks. 

i\fem bership. 

Our m embership to date consists of 
711 m embers of which are 1 5 2 foreign 
a nd 5 5 9 from the United States. These 
again are divided into four classes: 

Resident .. .... .. .... . .... .. 122 
Nonresident .. . ... . .. . . .... . 563 
Suburba n . ....... . .. . .. .. .. 19 
Junior . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 711 

Tota l Membership on January 1 , 
193 3 .................... 747 

New Members added during 1933 39 

786 

From this total w e have lost the follow­
ing: 

R esident Members: 
R esig n ed .......... ..... . 
Deaths .. ... ............ . 
Dropped . . . . ....... .. .. . . 

Suburban Members: 
Dropped ..... . . . ........ . 

Non R esident Members: 

4 
1 
6 11 

1 1 

R es ig n ed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 
Deaths . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
Dropped ................. 32 63 

Grand Tota l from Roll s . . . . . . . 7 5 
Leavin g a membe r s hip on J a nua ry 1, 

1934, of 711. 

Our so call ed SATURDAY AFTER­
NOON HABIT is still going strong with 
the r egula r att endance of some of our 
m embers. W e hope that m a ny more will 
m ake this Club the ir m eeting place on 
this pa rticula r day and m eet with old 
D,nd n ew acquaintances. We a lso invite 
co nstructive su ggestions from m embers 
for the welfare a nd interest of the Club 
as .we very much like to work in harmony 
with th e desires of all con cerned. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CHAS. CURIE. 
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Treasurer's Report for 1933 
Income. 

Dues . .. ................ . . $3,802.50 
Auction Income . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 80 .00 
Income from Rents . . . . . . . . . 60.00 
Income from Open Wednesdays 4.58 
Donation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75.00 
Interest from Bank . . . . . . . . . .48 

Tota l Inco m e . . ... ....... $ 4, 12 2.56 

:Expenses. 

R ent P a id ... . .. . . ......... $ 1,600.00 
(which includes 4 mos. 19 32) 
Salaries . . . . ............. . 
Printing and Stationery ..... . 
Miscell aneous Office Exp. . .. . 
C. C. P . (Initial Exp.) ...... . 
(this was turned over to start 
the journal on a separate acct.) 

1,695.00 
148 .12 
423.54 
429.65 

Balance Sheet as of Dec. 31, 1933. 

ASSET ACCOUNTS: 

Cash in bank . . .. . $ 
Accts. Rec. Auction 
To be received from 

J. B. Chittend en 
Memorial fund .. 

145.83 
60.00 

751.25 $ 957.08 

LIABILITY ACCOUNTS: 

Curi e Indebtedness . $ 1,200.00 
Loa n Fund . . . . . . 650.00 
Non Res. Life Mem-

be r ship to which 
we owe .. . . . . . 300 .00 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT: 

Surplus ...... - 1019.17 

$2, 150.00 

$4 ,296.31 Loss during 1933 .. - 173.75 

Loss D u.ring 1933 .. ....... . . - 173.75 - 1192.92 - 1192.92. 
Evenings at the Collectors Club 

ANNUAL MEETING, JAN. 3, 1934 

At the annual m eeting held W ednes­
day evening , January 3 , 1934 , Admiral 
Frederic R . Harri s, Clarence W. Brazer, 
and H arry L . Lindquist were re-elected 
to th e Board of Governors for a nother 
p eriod of three years. 

The officers of the Collecto1·s Club 
e lected for the co min g year are: La u­
rence B. Mason, President; A . W . Deas, 
Vice-President; Charles Curie, Secretary; 
a nd Stephen G. Rich. Treasure r . 

A. W. Deas was elect ed a m ember of 
the Boa rd, r eplacin g Victor W . Rotne m , 
who r esig n ed on acco unt of · his present 
r esiden ce in Washing ton. 

The a nnua l reports of the officers are 
printed e ls ewh er e in this issue. No r e­
port of the President was received due 
to Mr. King's absence in Washington. 

BRITISH COLONIAL ST'AMPS, 
JAN. 17, 1934 

The m eeting of J a nuary 17, 1 934 was 
featured by a competition a mong m em­
bers on British Colonial Sta mps, limited 
to 60 pages, and the contest brought out 
many inte r esting co llections. The judg­
es awarded first honors to Admira l Fred­
eric R. Harris, second to Charles Curie, 
third to Hans Lagerloe f. 
The judges were Miss Elena Wheeler,. 
John A. Kl em a nn and Oscar W. Schenck. 
The contesta nts were as follows: 

AdJniral l i'redei·ic R. Harris-Ceylon: 
1 857 issu es ill s ingles and pairs as well. 
as on cover s; 1 8 5 7-5 8 strips and pairs. 
a nd two block s of four of the 1 penny; 
1 85 7 stamps on cover, 1857 blue pa per s . 
on a nd off cover ; 18 5 7, 2 pence yellow 
green ; 1 859, 4 pe nce mint, known to be 
scar ce unused; 1859, 5 pence ch oco late, 
si n gles a nd on cover ; 6 pence plum in 
sh ades, in pairs a nd strips as well as on 
cover; 6 pence brown on cover; 8 pence 
unused and on cover; 9 pence in shades 
an d on cover; 10 pence including a pair 
a nd a cover ; "shillings" in varioui;; 
forms; shilling-n ine pence in pairs u sed 
and unused ; 2 shillin g pair. unused. 

Charles Curie- Gr eat Britain com­
plete; Can ada co mplete, including t h e 
Port Hood st a mps , the original a nd the 
Co nn ell proofs; Newfoundland, co m­
ple te; Nova Scotia a nd New Brunswick 
in their various varieties; Prince Edward 
Island co mplete; India , postage a nd of­
ficials; New South Wales , Sydney views , 
plate 1 a nd 2; New Zeala nd ; South Aus­
tralia; Tasmania; Victoria; Western Aus­
tralia; Ceylon, Barbadoes, Trinidad . 

A. W . Deas- Sets of stamps issued for 
Nyasaland , Papua, Sa moa, . etc ., includ­
ing in a ll 6 6 diffe r ent co untries in the 
British Empire. In all there were 8 3 7 
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mint s t a m ps. Mr. Deas says t h er e a r e 
17 8 di ffe r ent stamp issuin g States in the 
E mpire, o ut of 70 4 S tates in t h e Emp ire. 

Hans Lagerloef- Ma u r itius: 1 854-55 
Stampless Covers ; 1 847 reprints; 1 848 
l p . oran ge, 2 p en ce b lue; Cover s wit h 
several va ri eties, as a lso a n 1 85 9 n ew s­
paper sh owin g several inte r estin g post ­
m a rks; 1 854 s urch a r ged iss u es; 1 858-59 
issu es showing vario u s can cell a tion s; 
1859 early impressio n s an d postm ark s; 
covers s h owin g the 1 8 5 9 issu es; 1 8 5 9 
la id paper types; 1 859 -62 s t a mp s on cov­
er , with Fren ch sh i p postm a rks ; 1 862 
issu es; 1 863 - 64 issu es; i n clud in g so m e 
unus u a l cover s. Mr. L agerl oef h as a 5 
vo lum e co ll ection of Mau r itius. 

Mr . L agerloef a lso s howed so m e of th e 
scar cer stam ps of t h e Fiji I s la nds, u sed 
a nd unused . 

Stephe n G . Rich- T ran svaal: Cover s 
showing Ove r-Sea postal service ; E a rly 
s ta mpe d envelopes, fir s t a nd second R e­
p ublic s t a mps a nd postma rks, unofficia l 
bi-sect s of t h e Seco nd R e public pe rio d , 
on cover t o Germ a n y a nd Pre toria; 1 8 9 3 
s urch a r ges in vari e t y; 1 8 9 5 va ri e ties, in­
cluding overprinte d r ev enu e s t a mps post­
a lly u sed ; "Specimen" ove rpr inte d; v a ­
rious types of pos tm a rks; Due Sta mps, 
unused , b eli eved to be "ha rd-to-get " un­
u sed ; o ffi c ia l stamps . 

A . E . l\lichel , s howed a cover used at 
Sydney, Au s tra lia in 1845, a n exa mple 
of a t y pe u sed m a ny year s in a dva nce of 
th e d a t e of th e cover shown which car­
rie d a bl ack postma rk r eadin g " 6 o 'clock " 
b oxe d , in bl ack , togeth er with a r e d cir­
cul a r postm a rk of t h e Briti sh Co loni a l 
ty p e. The fo ld ed letters a lso carrie d a n 
e mbossed s ta m p . Mr . Mich e l d elivered 
a n inte r es tin g talk on t h e early pos t s o f 
a ll countries, a nd tracin g th e pos t o ffi ce 
oper a tions t o th e m od e rn p erio d . 

Otto G. R e ichel t--Papu a, 1 9 0 7-1 910 
issu es, sh owin g the v a ri eties in th e sev­
e r a l prin t ings. Mr . R e ich e lt 's coll ect io n 
is hi ghly s pecia lize d a nd th e pages sh own 
fea tured t h e plate varieties, v isibl e to th e 
n a k ed eye. This coll ec tion w as a "firs t " 
a t t h e r ecent J e r sey City Sta mp E xhibi­
tion . 

Morton D. Joyce-Tw entie th Cen t u ry 
B r itish Co lonia ls, emb racin g t h e St r a igh t 
varie ti es as listed in th e Sco tt. Ca t a log . 
Am on g t h e co un t ries sh own wer e B a h a­
mas, Ba r bad os, Ba tum, B ermuda, incl ud ­
ing the hi gh values; B r iti sh Cen tra l Af­
r ica in clu d in g the T en P o und , as w ell as 
t h e 2 p ence v io let a nd dull vio le t of 
1 90 7 ; K en ya, Britis h Guia n a, Briti sh 
H o nduras, Brune i, Cam e r oo n s, e t c . 

Edwin N. Cla.rk-An t ig u a, 1 862-1 932 
issu es, unused, durin g t h e sh owiing of 
whic h Mr . Cla rk presente d a n inter estin g 
s tory a ppe rta ining t o these s t a mps . Mr . 
Cla rk is a gen er a l co ll ec t or. 

- H . M . K. 
VISIT TO PHII,ADELPHIA, FEB. 6, 
1934 

A d elegation of t e n m e mber s vis ite d 
Phila d elphia a nd w e r e enterta ine d a t din­
n e r at the l\'Ia.nu.facture r s and Banke r s 
Club prior t o the m eeting h eld in t h e 
Club r oo m s at 1 62 6 A r ch Street , wh er e 
Brinkley Turner , P residen t of b oth t h e 
P ltiladelphia, Chapter No . 18, A. P . S. 
a nd th e Philadelphia S tamp Club, presid­
e d . 

Presiden t Mason urged a ll t h e Phila­
delphia n s to v isit th e Coliectors Club on 
th e r e turn v is i t on Ma r ch 7 th , a nd then 
introdu ced th e exhibitor s. 

Sidne y F . Ba1-rett sh o we d miscella n e­
o us U. S. r a rities, including t h e 1 8 61 
patent cross ba r essay, outs t a nding can­
cellation s, a irma il, Cr ash a nd Civil W a r 
a nd Spa nis h W a r P a tri o tic a nd Sa nita r y 
F a ir cov e r s, e t c . 

Emil Bruechig t ook a volume of Air 
Mail St a mps of the world , whi ch includ­
e d the U. S . 24c invert, a uniqu e sh eet o f 
th e Ba lbo withou t overprint. 

H . L. J.,indquist h a d with him a r e­
cently m o unted volum e of Gu a t emala, 
sh owin g mint la rge b lock s. H e has th e 
only kn own cove r with th e 4 r eal s t a mp 
a nd m a n y othe r inte r estin g cove r s with 
bi sect s a nd inverte d cente r s in · mint 
block s. 

Th e stamps of th e Tra n svaal w er e 
sh own b y Stephen G . Rich from th e R e­
p ublic to Britis h Colony a nd back to the 
second So uth Afri can R epublic. Mr. 
Rich as u s u a l gave a running fire t a lk of 
th eir pec ulia rities, including both pos t­
age a nd revenues t h a t h a d inte r es t ed 
h im . 

Otto R e iche lt a fte r t e llin g th e s tory of 
ide ntif yin g the s hip on the U. S . 1 8 69 
12 cent s t a mp a s the Adria tic of the Col­
lin s L in e, exhibited hi s coll ection of the 
lith ogr aph ed stamps o f P a pua , which 
wer e p rin ted in sh eets of 3 0 units each 
o f whi ch are diffe r e nt du e to th e litho­
g r a phic process . These varie ties w e r e 
well illustrat e d with neat dra wings. 

United S tates Twentieth Century 
stamps w e r e shown a nd inte r es ting ly d e­
scrib ed by t h e a utho rity on these issu es , 
l\fax J oh I. These began with the 1 9 0 2 
s m a ll di e p r oofs a nd a la r ge proof of th e 
1 9 1 3 2c a n d includ e d ph otogr a phs of t h e 
orig ina l draw ings fo r each value b oth fo r 
t his issu e a nd t h e 1 9 0 8 issu e , which h e 
a lso includ ed the rare s m a ll die proofs 
a nd offic ia lly a pprove d dra wings on r e­
t o u ch e d photogr a phs . Inter esting color, 
s m a ll des ig n die proo fs of essays pro­
posed to s uper sed e t h e standa rd r e d p a r­
cel post w er e a m o n g t h e rar est ite m s 
shown. 

On e set of George V stamps on 100 
pages as u sed in a b o ut 100 British Colo­
nies was shown by Arthur Deas , who 
says t h at th e Empi re conta ins a bout 71 9 
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stamp issuing units covering 25 % of the 
area an d a lso 25 % of th e pop ulation of 
the earth. 

Pt·esident Laurence Mason, fini sh ed 
the ente r tainment with a volume of his 
wonderful U. S. covers with rare Local 
Express Co. s t a mps, a nd N. Y. Postmast­
er s of which he says a bout 20 % w er e 
not sig·n ed as usual la t er . This N. Y. 
s ta mp was issu ed July 12 , 1 845, a nd Mr. 
Mason h as a cover dated July 1 5th. Ther e 
were a lso the Baltimore 5c on white and 
several St. Louis cover s. The Govern­
m ent issu e of 1847 was especia lly strong, 
including a 10 cent u sed in July 1 847, 
and a 10 cent left vertical h a lf u sed as 
5 cents; a lso a strip of 4 m a king th e 4 0 
cent r ate to California, and strip of 3 for 
the 30 cent rate from Panama to New 
York. The 18 51 iss u e cover s conta ined 
all d enominations from the l e u sed July 
4 , 1851 to s trips of th e 12 cent includ­
ing one cover with 2 pa irs of 5c one im­
perf and the othe r pair perforated. A 
beautiful Franklin Carrier on cover a nd 
sever a l City Despatch Post Covers , con­
taining the first engraved stamp of the 
·w es t ern H emisph er e, produced by Raw­
don Wright, Hatch & Edson in 1842. 
Carri er s t a mps of Ba ltimore, Charleston 
and Louisville w e r e the climax of the 
evening at 11 o 'clock. 

- CLARENCE W. BRAZER. 

UNUSUAL CONFEDERATE COLLEC· 
TIONS. FEB. 8, 1934 

On F ebruary 8th Confederate State 
stamps were shown by Laurence B. Ma­
son, Stephen Brown, Stephen G. Ri ch a nd 
Harry M. Konwiser. 

l\fr. l\fas on showed Confederate Stamp­
less Cove r s, in cluding a few from Arkans­
as; Soldier's Mail Covers ; bi-sect s of the 
20 -cent stamp used in T exas; Co nfeder­
ate Postmasters from Baton Rouge, 
Ch arlestow n , Frederick sburg, Memphis , 
Mobil e, New Orlean s . Nashvill e, Union­
town , etc. 

Stephen Brown showed a n unus u a lly 
inter esting lot of the New Orlean s, in­
cluding typ es a nd sh ades and Plates of 
the sever a l printings . 

Mr. Brown a lso showed some of the 
New Orlean s Stamp Paper Mon ey issu ed 
by Postmaster Riddell, and a Patriotic 
Cover , u sed at New Orlean s , May 14, 
1 864, depicting Genera l J ackson. Also 
Provision a l Covers from Alba n y, Ath ens 
a nd Atl a nta, Ga.; Baton Rou ge types; 
Canton Covers, in cl uding one on blue 
pape r which is a r eally scarce item; Co­
lumbia a nd Ch a rl estown envelopes; Co­
lumbus, Ga., as w e ll a s E a tontown ; Da n­
ville on buff; Demopolis, Greenwood, 
Houston , a nd Lenoir; L exington, Miss., 
t h e 10-cent type, said to be unique; Ma­
con on blui s h a nd greenish. 
Stephen G. Rich displayed a Miscella­
n eo us Group, showin g items devotee! to 
the T elegraph Service of the Confeder­
acy, as r ela t ed to th e Post Office, a nd 
show ed a lso Post Office Le tters, B a ton 
Ro u ge Stamps on a nd off cover; Mem­
phis Locals; Con federate Covers with va­
rio u s pos tma rks, inc luding the GOOD­
SON Straight Line type; several pages of 
Confederate s ta mps. 

Har"l':V l\f. J{onwise1· sh owed his collec­
tion of "Official Confed er atia"-includ­
ing a Franked Free Envelope u sed by 
Jefferson Dav is, as well as the m embers 
of th e Confederate States Cabine t, wh en 
these famou s s t atesmen were m embers 
of the Un ited States Congress, in a nte­
bellum days . Various stamps were shown 
on Officia l Envelopes . 

During the Confede rate Stamp Period 
the officials of the Confed erate States, 
including th e Chi ef Executive, w er e, by 
statute, expected to employ postage 
stamps on their letter s, a nd the co llec­
tion shows examples of this mail, as well 
as Offi cial Post Office Covers, which cov­
e r s were m a il able without postage stamps 
by offi cia l ed ict. This coll ection has also 
le tte r s writte n by J efferson Davis, Vice 
President Stephens a nd others of the 
period, as a lso a Post Office Appoint­
m ent, sig n ed by Postmaster R eagen. 

- H. M . K. 

ENVEI,OPE COJ\fl>E(rITION, FEB. 21. 
1934 

U. S. Enve lopes h a d their inning a t 
the F eb. 21st m eeting wh en a competi­
tion limited to 24 pages was held. 

The judges of th e evening- Ralph A. 
Barry, Arthur W. Deas a nd Harry M. 
Konwiser- awar cl ed th e first prize to 
Louis A. Miss bach and the 2nd aware! to· 
E. Kl e in. 

.J. l\iurm;v Bai·tcls showed the Nesbit. 
iss u es, 1 853-64, including cove rs ad­
dressee! at Phil a de lphi a to Hong Kon g· 
with interes tin g pos tma rks, also dies a nd 
types. 

E. Rle in's co ll ec tion of U. S. cut. 
sq ua r es unused 19th century were shown 
and cl escrib e cl by Cla r e nce W. Brazer. 

C. W . Dull sh owed a portion of th e· 
Hans L a gerloef enve lopes b eginning with 
1 853-55 issu e . 

A gro up of 20th century envelopes in-· 
eluding r ecen t discove ri es was shown and 
described by H . n. Bun. 

John A . JUenrnnn showed a portion of 
the L. A. Missbach co ll ection. The Reay 
irn u es 1 870-74 were features a nd w er e 
described by Mr . Kl emann. The Plimp­
ton iss u es in vario u s t ypes , papers a nd 
sh ades, J 874 -82, th e October iss u e, th e . 
1884 Plimpton-Morgan issu e ; th e 1 887 
iss ue in th eir types a nd shades ; the Pur-· 
cell 18 9 4-9 7 iss u es a nd the Plimpton­
Morgan iss u es we r e a lso shown. 
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VISIT OF THE PHILADELPHIA STAMP 
CJ1UB AND THE PHILADRLPIDA 

CHAP'l'ER NO. 18, A. P . S., 
MARCH 7, 1 934 

Brinkle y 'l'tu·ne1·, who is P res ident of 
both the visiting organiza tions, extended 
greetings a nd presented Eugene IUeiJ1, 
w ho introduced the exhibitors. 

Forrest P. Haml sh ow ed First Issu e of 
Columbian R epublic. The 1 8 70 enve­
lopes w e r e hand colored, 5 0 · centa vos 
practically co mplet e in ye ll ow , blue and 
r ed wa t e r color. The r a r est shown was 
the m edeo peso black on yellow, da t ed 
l 8 7 2 , not 1 8 7 3 as lis t ed in Scotts Cat a ­
lo g- man y s h a d es of these la r ge s t a mps 
a ll full s ize of a n ordina r y cove r w er e 
s h own of each va lue o f the blue iss u e as 
w e ll a s the issu e of sepa r a t e colors fo r 
each va lue . The mos t beautiful w e r e 
va rigat ed ve rti cally, yellow, blue and r ed 
over th e full s tamp. Sh eet s of s ix of the 
3 0, 4 O a nd 5 0 peso w e r e shown a nd m a ny 
unlis t ed varieties of the officia l s tamp. 

Bl"inkley Tu1'11et· exhibited two volumes 
-0f J a m a ica s t a mps, beginning with s tamp­
Jess cover s of 1 8 60 a nd British s t a mps 
whi ch we r e firs t u sed in th e Is la nd , mos t­
ly o n cover s . The 1 8 6 0 shilling brown 
was u sed for 5 7 year s, consequently hold­
ing th e r ecord for Jon g life of s t a mps of 
th e world . Mr. Turner showed a study 
.o f pla tin g of the OFFICIAL overprint 
e rrors , a nd a numbe r of essays a nd proofs 
-Of r egul a r issu es. The rarest w a s the 
1 9 2 2 one shilling bicolor inverted of 
whi ch only 1 3 o r 1 4 copies a r e known. 

Justin Bacha.rach exhibited a volume 
-0f p la tings o f th e U. S . First Issu e R eve­
nue 5 0 cen t co nveyance, including block s 
of 24 perfora t ed and a horizontal strip 
of 12 . H e h as exa mined 2 2,000 copies 
.of these s t a mps. The co llecti on includes 
up t o 1 2 copies of each va ri ety sh o wing 
con s ta n cy. The pla te consis ts o f 5 r ows 
of 17 or 85 to th e s h eet. 

Alf1:ed P. Leavy, Secr e t a r y of the Phil­
.adelphia Stmnp Club, collect s n ew issu es 
. o f British Co lo nia l Twentieth Centu ry, 
complete fo r the countries shown. H e 
gave a n exceptiona lly humorous descrip­
tion which r eceived enthusias tic a ppla use . 

Eugen e J{Jein t old a n inte r esting story 
of Moo nli ght a nd Oranges, an important 
find in St. Thomas of old cove r s of Ham­
burg America n P a cket Co. , from the 
W est Indies, 1 8 7 5 to 1879, a s w e ll a s 
full mint s h eet s which w e r e found to con­
tain 7 2 s ta mps ins tead of 6 4 as firs t lis t­
ed. 

- CLARENCE W. BRAZER. 

MORE AD])ITIONS TO 'l'HE LIBRARY 

Hon g Kong, Treaty Ports a nd Other Post­
m a rks , by Bis h o p, Morton and Sa ye r s, 
publis h ed by A. E . Hopkins . Gift of 
A . E. Hopkins. 

Mitch e l Hoover Offi cial Ca t a log of U . S. 
Bureau Precancels , Published by S. G. 
Rich . Gift of S. G. Rich. 

Annu a l R eport of the Direc tors of Bu­
r ea u of Engraving and Printing, 1901-
19 3 1. Gift fo J . B . H elme. 

Specia l U . S. Scotts Cata log, 1930-1931. 
Gift of M. D . Joyce . 

Sta nda rd Priced Cata log of Pos tage and 
Air Ma il Sta mps and Entires of the 
Union of South Africa. Gift of M. D. 
Joyce . 

FAMOUS STA.MPS AND THEIR STO­
RIES, by Montgomery Mulford, Pub­
li>;he1·s Cupples & L eon, New Yo•·k. 
Price $1 .00. 

Montgomery Mulford 's fir s t bound 
book cove r s a la r ge variety of subj ects, 
including : The F ascis t Stamps of Italy, 
A Bla nk Album Progra m, A European 
Album T our, Voyaging with Columbus, 
etc . They a r e r a th er s k et chily written 
but a r e we ll illus trated and will be par­
ticula rl y inter esting t o the beginner a nd 
t h e non coll ecto r . 
The U. S. 24c Air-Mail With the 
Inverted Center 

Eugene Klein gave a very interesting account of his connection with this 
·famous and r ar e stamp : 

" The 24c was specially printed t o be used in the first flight between Wash­
ington, Philadelphia and New York on May 15, 1918. 

Jos. A . Steinmetz was President of the Aero Club of P ennsylvania and 
Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements. I went with him to the meeting 
and P ercy Mann was with us. P ercy was then the New I ssue Editor of 111.ekeel's 
W eekly. A few days later Mann r eceived a notice from a Washington stamp col-
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lector named Robey, who was a clerk in Rigg 's Bank. Robey told Mann that he 
bad found a sheet of the 24c stamps with inverted aeroplane and be wanted it 
chronicled in Mekeel's. Mann phoned Robey to give him first refusal of the 
sheet and then went to see Jos. i::lteinmetz and they came on together to see me. 
The three agreed to go in togtber. 

Robey went to New York and secured various offers. From New York he 
telegraphed me, ''If you will pay $15,000.00 for the sheet I will stop off at Phil­
adelphia on my return home.'' We decided to telegraph him to stop. Stein­
metz tried to bargain but Robey said that he had got $12,000.00 offered and 
would not take less than $15,000.00. Eventually we decided to purchase at his 
price and a certified check was given to him. 

After this I went up to New York and sold the sheet to Col. Green for 
$20,000.00. When I delivered it, be said, "How will that fit in my books." I 
said, ''Col., I was told that when I turned the sheet over to you I should request 
you to have compassion on your fellow stamp collectors and give them an oppor­
tunity to also obtain a few of these stamps. If you keep the whole sheet it. will 
probably never be worth much more than you are paying for it. If you break it 
up it will enhance the value of the stamps and you could get your money out of 
it in time." Col. Green replied, "Well, that is reasonable," and agreed to keep 
a block of eight as being the largest block in existence, that is a block with the 
plate number at the bottom. He also kept the centre line block and two arrow 
blocks, twenty in all. 

Before I broke up the sheet I numbered each stamp lightly on the back. It 
was agreed I should advertise the stamps at $250.00 per stamp for perfect copies 
and $175.00 each for straight edges. I was to get $25.00 on each stamp that I 
sold. In a short time I sold ten copies, drew a check for $2,250.00 and took it to 
Col. Green. He was much amused at the way things were going and said, ''We 
are selling those stamps too cheap. Let us make the price $350.00. '' This was 
agreed to and I sold the next ten at this price and took the Colonel another 
$3,250,00. He said, '' Vlhat is that for 1 How mmany did you sell~'' I said, 
"Ten." He said, "I told you I wanted $225.00 each." I said, "Yes, but since 
then you told me to sell them at $350.00." The Colonel replied, "Oh, yes, but I 
wanted you to keep the difference.'' I therefore made out a new check. 

Then he said, ''John Klemann wanted some of these stamps. Let him have 
some of them at the original price.'' 

The next week the price was raised to $500.00 and shortly after that to 
$650.00. 

By that time there were mostly those with the straight edges left and only 
a few odd copies, and Col. Green said to me, ''You know my blocks are up in 
my collection and I want some downtown. I want to show some of them to a 
friend who said that such things cannot exist.'' I sent him some of the straight 
edges and the next time I went to New York, Col. Green said, "Do you know 
what happened to those stamps you sent. They disappeared. I had them here 
on this desk and I think they must have fallen into the waste paper basket. 
There were thirteen copies which were apparently lost and possibly there were 
four or five others that he had that were also lost at the same time. 

Eventually Jos. Steinmetz, Percy Mann and I got together to share up the 
profit. Steinmetz said, "Klein ought not to have one-third but he ought to have 
half the amount because he did the whole of the buying, the selling and the 
financing and we did not put up a cent.'' This was agreed to. Percy Mann took 
three copies at the original price, and Steinmzte took a pair which ten years later 
he broke and sold one of them, which is now in the collection of Insley Blair. 
With the proceeds of that stamp he purchased his wife a grand piano. That 
piano is known in Germantown as the "Proceeds of one little stamp." 

-C .• r. PHTuI,IPS. 
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A SOUND 8c SAFE INVESTMENT. 

Rare & Classical British Colonials 
High class and rare British Colonials in superb condition to-day 
offer one of the SAFEST FORMS OF INVESTMENT. They enjoy 
an INTERNATIONAL MARKET and are thus saleable in any part 
of the World . 

I make a specialty of the better class and rarer British Colonials 
of al I periods. 

SELECTIONS SENT .ON APPROVAL 

TO ANY PART OF THE WORLD. 

Want Lists w ill receive my prompt personal attention . 

The following are a few important and desirable items to be found 
in some of my approval books: 

BRITISH GUIANA. 1850. 12c Indigo. Cut Square (Very rare thus). 
With the Roya l Philatelic Society's cert ificate. 
Immacu late used condition. Scott's No. 5b. 

CEYLON. 1861. 8d. A brilliant mint copy- as fresh as if issued yes­
terday. Scott's No. 29. 

1883-84. 16c. Superb Mint. Fine rich color. Scott's No. 90. 

COOK ILS. 1902. 2d. Brilliant Mint. Scott's No. 33a. 

DOMINICA. 1886. ld on 6d. Superb used copy of this great rarity. 
With the Royal Philatelic Society's certificate. Scott's 
No. 14. 

NORTHERN NIGERIA. 1904. The rare £25. Superb Mint. Scott's 
No. 18a. 

BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA. 1907. 2d & 4d with the rare M ultiple 
watermarks. Mint. Scott's Nos. 71 & 
72. . 

The cheapest dealer in the World for rare British Colonials is: 

T~ ALLEN 
WANSTEAD. 

5, Blake Hall Road 

LONDON, E. 11. ENGLAND. 
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U. S. 20th CENTURY 
A FEW RARE STAM PS FROM THE 

W. Rossiter Betts Collection 
ALL UNUSED. 

· 1908-09. Bluish Paper. 
No. S uperb. 
359. 3 c. d eep violet ................. . ....... ........ .. . 

Fin e. 
$ 20.00 

360. 4 c . ora nge brown, a beau ty, design n ot to u ch ed ......... $500.00 
3 61. 5 c. blue, a beau ty, d esign not touch ed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 125 .00 
362. 6 c . r ed orange, a beau ty, design not to u ch ed . . . . . . . . . . . 1 5.00 
363. S c. olive g r een , perfect cen ter ing. a gem ............... 550 .00 
364. 10c . yellow, design just touched, right . . . . ... . ... ... . . 
365. 13c . blue gi·een, a beauty, des ign not touched . . . . . . . . . . 60.00 
3 6 6. 15c . pa l e ult rnma rine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.00 

1910 Coils. Perf. 12 Vertically. 
388. 2c. car1nine , pair 2m m ............. .. .............. . 
388. 2c. carmme, pair 3mm .. .. . .. . ......... . .... . ...... . 
388 ' 2 c. carmine , pair 2mm., j o ined ends, c lose top ......... . 

June 30, 1914. 
459. 2c . d eep carmine , s u perb I mperf. pair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 0.00 

1917-19. Imperf. Horizontally. 
5 0 l E . 3c. v iolet, Type II, vertical pair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 0 .00 

1918-20. Imperf. Vertically. 
525C. l e . g r ay g r een , hor. pair, Imperf. between, no g um .. . .. . 

1908-09. Coil, perf. 12 Vertically. 
3 5 6. 10c . yellow , fin e pair .. . .. . ............. . . ......... . .. 60.00 

New approval books, all unused , 1890 to 1903 in singles, 
many shades, and strips with imprints and plate num­
bers, also 1907 to 1924 in singles with many picked 
shades. Want lists between these dates welcomed. 

CHARLES J. PHILLIPS 
TH E MAYFLOWE R 

15 Central Park West, New York City. 

14 .00 

35.0 0 
30.00 
25.00 

16.00 
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THE 

'-'-BIND'' 

(Offered by order of F. M. J. Hind 

Esq. of Bradford, England ) 

AUCTION CALENDAR. 
Sal es 

Conunenciug·: 
MONDAY 

APRIL 30TH 

MAY 7TH 
MAY 28TH 
JUNE 11TH 
JULY 2ND 

NUJnbe r of 
nays : 

2 01' 3 

3 

2 or 3 

3 

3 

BRITISH EMPIRE 
Creat Britain, European Colonies and 

British North America. 

West Indies, inc . British Guiana, etc. 

Asia , India and States. 

Africa , including Mauritius. 

Australian Croup. 

The European & Foreign Collections w ill be sold throughout next 
Season, commenci ng late September. Details w ill be announced 
in due course . 

Cata logues: Free of ch a r ge to serio u s Phila t elis t s. 
List s of Prices R ealized : 2 / 6d each Sa le, or the Colonia l Series 1 0 / 6d, Foreig n Se­

ries 10 / 6d , F or e ig n a nd Colonia l 21 / -. All Post Free. Paym ent with order. 
Bound Volumes of Cata l'ogues & Price List with Inde x will be a va ila ble . Full de-

t a ils will be publi sh ed later. 

(W e a r e infor m ed t h a t th e E xecutors of the E s t a t e a r e r etur ning 
a ll s ubscrip t ions for Cat a logu es a nd Price Lis t s, except for the 
co mpleted U. S. A . sale) . 

H. R. HARMER 
131-134 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON W. 1, ENGLAND 

Cables "Phistan1sel, London" 



IV COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
HARMER ROOKE & CO., Ltd. 
STAMP AUCTIONEERS 

$7,500,000 
The enormous sum of $7,500,000 has been realized for Postage 
Stamps in the Harmer Rooke Strand Rooms. We give below a 
few Reasons Why YOUR Collection should realize the highest 
possible price if sold BY TH EM: 
* 33 years expert experience in the sale of rare s tamps h;v Auction. 
* Sale Catalog11es expen s,ively produced, all rare items i11ustrated. 
* Catalogues sent to active collectors and dealers in all 1>arts of the world. 
* Ample financial resources for im.mciliate cash advances pendiug sale . 
* lnducive Tern"Ls 12~2 % on the amount realized . 
* Lastl)' , London is an impo 1·tant center of PMlately and prices obtained fo1· B1·itish 

Colonial and fore 'gn are the highest of any part of the world . 
* Hanner Rooke's do not buy or sell on theit- own account, their activities are con­

fined solel y to the sale of stamps on conunission. Vendors are assm·ed of a 
square deal. 

A FEW PROPERTIES DISPOSED OF BY US: 
The "Meyer" European & Foreign Collection ..... . . . ... . $100,000. 
The "Bradley" General Collection ........... . . . .. . .... $ 40,000. 
The "Mann" New Zealand & Nevis . ..... . . . .. .......... $ 60,000. 
The "General Smuts" Collections of Cape Triangulars . . . . $ 25,000. 
An "Old World" deceased Dealers Stock ....... . . ...... $150,000. 

On Behalf of the Following Owners the Undermentioned 
Properties Are Being Offered: 

The Executors of the Late Mrs. A. R. 
Clarke of Toronto, Ontario: 

A magnificent co llection of Canada 
comprising all issues including 2 
copies of the l 2d black, one on 
wove paper, a magnificent lot of 
the pence types, etc. 

Mrs. F. R. Vernon Williams of Balti­
more, Md., U. S. A.: 

A superb British Colonial XXth 
Century Collection practically corn-

plete to the £5, incl. Pinedo 60c. & 
Hawker mint, etc. 

Dr. S. j. Gittleson, Philadelphia, Pa., 
U.S. A. : 

A very va luable collection of British 
Colonial XXth Century issues to £5 
in blocks and singles. 

Write for Catalogiies. 

HARMER ROOl(E & CO. Ltd. 
The World 's Leading Stamp Auctioneers, 

188-189 STRAND, w. c .. LONDON. ENGLAND 
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We Make a Specialty of the Sale of 

Specialized Collections 
LARCE & SMALL. 

In addit ion to the superb co ll ections of Greece, Orange Free State, Corrientes , 
Indian States, etc., for med by the la te Mr. W. Dorning Beckton, President of the 
Royal Philate li c Society, Lond on, we have a number of other special ized co llec­
t ions fo r sa le at prices from £2000 dow nwa rds. 

Among the Smalle r Ones the Follow ing A re Spec ia lly Reco mmended : 

CY P RUS. In Oriel Album. St rong in the issue overprin ted on Great 
Brita in . Cata logue va lue abo ut £365. Pri ce £ 145. 

GREE CE. First Type only. A fin e lot a rranged to show the success ion 
of the printings. Many blocks, va rieties, erro rs and stamps 
on cove rs. Barga in , fo r £47.10.0. 

Full details on application-app roval to a pproved cli ents. 

Let us know yo u1· f a vorite countries. 

Seli, Pemberton & Co., Ltd. 
12 South Molton Street LONDON, W. 1, ENGLAND. 

T el ephon e : Mayfair 2780. T e legrams : SEFIPE M -\ VESDO, London. 
PERCY G. DOANE 
608-9 Tribune Bldg. 

154 Nassau St., New York City 

----0----

AUCTION SALES A SPECIALTY 

CATALOGUES FREE ON REQUEST 
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HOMi'\N 
KQASSA 
116 NASSAU STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 
CLASSICS IN STAMPS 
"VAN GELDER" 
We Have Pleasure In Announcing That We Have Been En­
trusted With The Sale Of The World Famous " Van Gelder" 
Collection Of European Stamps By Order Of Madam Van Gel­
der . (Awarded Palm of Honor, New York Exhibition 1926.) 

EVERY ITEM IS PRICED SEPARATELY 

This wonderful Collection is fully described in the first numbers of our 
publication 

GODDEN'S GAZETTE 
A NEW ILLUST RAT ED STAMP MAGAZINE 

Published Nine Times a Year Subscription 65c per Annum 
WRITE FOR SPECIMEN COPY 

FRANK GODDEN, Ltd. 
359, STRAND, LONDON, W. C. 2, ENGLAND. 
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NOW BREAKING UP 

A Large General Collection 
YOUR WANT-LIST, PLEASE 

We have those stamps you n eed 

MAY WE HAVE YOUR WANT-LIST? 
Whether few or many, common or rare 

WE SOLICIT YOUR WANT-LIST 
Minor varieties and errors of every description 

IF YOU SPECIALIZE, SEND YOUR WANT-LIST 

For Collectors' Every Requirement 

Our Prices Reflect the Times! 
L'.ISD~ ECONOMIST ST AMP CO., Inc. q P 

87 Nassau Street New York City 
Boston Auction Sales 

I hold auctions regularly in Boston, and would be 
glad to send my Catalogues to any Collector applying 
for them. 

I am always in the market for collections, U. S. or B.N.A. which 
I will buy for cash outright, or sell at private sale, or at auction on a 
commission basis. If desired, a liberal advance against pending sales 
will be allowed on any desirable items. 

~~~ DANIEL F. KELLEHER 

7 Water Street Room404 Boston, Mass. 

L_~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~~--
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COLSON of BOSTON 
suggests that during this period of measured r ecovery in world commerce, 
if your reduced budget does not permit the usual additions to . yow· collec­
tion, that you b ecome bette r acquainted with the stamps you a lreal!y possess 

by remounting them in the a lbum of the connoisseur-

Colson's 
Classic 

Bound In finest ~lorocco Leath er, eloth sides to nu1tch, in Royal Red or Navy Blue. 
Ornn111ented in chaste Greek design. Tel escouic Peg Type binder " ·hich per1nft11 
removal of any one l e af without disturbing the others. lnclutles fifty lunul nrnde 
paper leaves, 9 %,xl0 % inches, each n'1tl1 plate s unk in11>ression aud gold edged , 
fitte d " ·ith s uuertl':111sv:1re nt interlenving·. Price $17.i'>O. delivere<l uostfree in u,. S. 
SPECI AL ALBUlll FOR SHEE'l'S, mounting s u•·face 10:Y,,x14 inehes, al so bound in 
finest ~forocco l e :tther, cloth s ides to ntaf c!1, in N a vy Blne ouly, $25.00 per ' r0Jun1e. 

WARREN H. CO~SON , 581 Boylston St., Boston 17, Mass., U. S. A. 
Telephone: Kennwre 66~ Cable Address: "Warcolson , Boston" 
NO"\V READY- the 11 e w 

INTERNATIONAL AIR POST 
CATALOGUE 

2 1ul Edit-io n 1H34- 35 

T h e l11terna tional A ir Post C atalogue 
is th e on ly work publish e d to d a t e giv­
ing a c ompl e t e d e s c ripti o n of a ll the 
officia l and S e mi-offi c ia l a ir mail 
sta mps, with a ll th e e rrors and varie­
ties and whi c h gives exactl y the n e t 
price . 

T J1 e lnte•·nn tiona 1 A.Ir Pos t C a tn logu e 
is thus indi spen sable to a ll who are in­
t e r ested in stamp c oll ec ting, e x c h a ng­
ing, selling, e tc. 

(This work of 180 p a g e s (15 5 for of­
fi c ia l sta mps a nd 25 for s e mi - offi c ia l) is 
divid e d into two parts. H aving a bout 
700 illus trat ion s , it gives the e xac t d e ­
tai l s of the value, a lso c h a rge of each 
issu e. Th e first e dition h as r eceive d th e 
pra ises of the whol e Phila t e lic Press 
a nd we hope the s econd edition whic h 
w e now pre s e nt will m ee t with the 
sa m e success. 

The lnter1111tionul Air Post Catnlogue 
(2nd Edition) which h as n e v e r b een 
equall ed, i s o n sal e a t $0.60 (postage 
5c) by a ll leading Ameri can phila t e lic 
d eal e rs. You m ay a lso orde r it (se nd 
your paym e nt in unused stamps) from 
the publishers-

I NA PRESS 
Y. N ij e nrollestr. 117 

THE HAGUE HOLLAND 
HIND 
LONDON 
AUCTION 

I have arranged to attend the sale 
of 

BRITISH COLONIES 

which begins on 

APRIL 30. 

I shall be pleased to •ac.t as agent for 
serious collet tors ,and others wish­
ing to make purchases. A modest 
commission charge will include 
careful examination of lots , person­
al bidding and delivery. 

Information about dates and charges 
sent on request. 

EUGENE KLEIN 
200 So. 13th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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T~NE 
New Catalog No. 7 

Just Pub I ished 

NEW STAMP ALBUMS! 

NEW STOCK BOOKS! 

ENGRAVED TITLE SHEETS! 
(88 D ifferent Countl'ies) 

M!NT STAMP FILES! 
And Many Othe r New Items 

Wr ite for New Catalog No. 7 

ELBE FILE & BINDER CO. 
Inc. 

Manufacturers Since 1909 

215 Greene St., New York, N. Y. 
SPECIALTY-ALL ISSUES 

Great Britain & BrUish Colonies 
A large and extens,ive stock from early 

irnperfs to the latest novelty. 

Want Lists Solicited 
Pine mate r ia l is constantly be ing added 
by my f1·equent 1nn·chases for cash of 

Rare Stamps and Specialized 
Collections 

The compilation of an attractive collec .. 
tion demands the assistance of an ef­
fic ient 

New Issue Service 
Particulars Mailed Free on Application. 
An exten sive stock of modern foreign 
Air MaiJ and Comm emorative Stamps is 
also h eld, I .iists free. 

R. ROBERTS 
Dealer in Rare Stamps and Importer of 

New I ssues 

430 Strand, London, W. C. 2 
CABLES EXTAMPUS LONDON 
B. & K. 
The firm that supplies 
the stamps others cannot 

Our prices a r e reasonable, though, in 
some cases, n ot so lo w as quotations 
e lsewh ere, but we ca n fill most require­
ments 
A complete range of stock books of 
a ll co untri es, Colonial a nd Foreign, is 
available to serious buyers . Selections 
submitted according to want li s t s, with 

· no obligation to purchase. 

1933 PRICE LIST of BRITISH 
COLO~IAL STAMPS 

100 pages-Price 25c. 
( R efunded against purcbases) 

B. & K. Specia.I Offers-No. 10 
free on r equest 

We are a lways open to purch ase collec­
tions or lots of s t a mps w e can u se for 
stock. Immediate attention given to 

any offers . 

BRIDGER & KAY. LTD. 

170 Strand, Lonwon, W. C. 2 
MANY 

RARE STAMPS 
also 

COLLECTIONS OF ANY COUNTRY 
Each Stamp Priced 

Separately. 

FOR DISPOSAL 

Write, giving references, to 

STUART J. ANDERSON 
6, Cambridge Street, 

Hyde Park, London, W. 2, 

ENGLAND. 
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Our Specialty For 
More Than 

Half-A-Century. 

NEW ISSUE 
SERVICE 

Ma ny famou s coll ections h a ve been 
built up with the a id of our 

NEW ISSUE SERVICE. 

Its scope is world-wide a nd it is th e 
mos t e ffi cient a nd least troubleso m e 
m eth od of k eeping a coll ection up to 
da t e. 

W e sh a ll be pleased to send f ull pa r­
ticul a r s on r equest. 

Whitfield King & Co., 
Ipswich, England. 

Establi s h ed 1 869. 
IMPORTANT ............ ~ 

Hind Collection 
The sale of this world famous 
collection reveals the fact that 
it was mounted in 100 moroc-

co albums designed by 

RAPKIN 

MOST DISCRIMINATING 
COLLECTORS USE ONLY 
, 

Rapkin Albums 
Price List No . 24 & Sample 
Leaves on Request to 

G. F. RAPKIN 
151 Coswell Rd., London, Eng. 
MATCH AND MEDICINE STAMPS 
TJ1ese interesting issues, not f ulJ y aupre­
cintetl by the a verage coll ector, fonn the 
JllOSt COIUJJl ete JJiCture of tJ1ose n ' ]IO tle­
' re )ope•l these early inclustr ies . 

T h e 1n1reh~•se of the ,,·ell knon'" n 

Howard H. Elliott Collection 
for1ned by t l1 e 'J'rensurer of the A1n erican 
·Philate li c Soci ety, puts us in t h e position 
to s uppl y ahuost e''erytl1ing;. 

Send Your Want Lists, 
,,·hi cl1 " · ill be filled in ortler of reeei1>t. 

MATCH AND MEDICINE ALBUMS 
(Carte r) 

T he only complete book of its k ilul, ln-
e lutUng c h eck list .... . .. $6.00 post paid 

Th e c h eck li s t a lo n e is wor t h the pri ce! 

A few sligh t l y water touchetl .... .. $5.00 

~~~ . 

NASSAU --: sTAMP Co. 
70 Nassau St. _New York, N. Y. 
Auction Sales 
Held Regularly 

CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 

IF YOUR NAME IS NOT ON 

MY MAILING LIST 

TERMS FOR INCLUDING 

MATERIAL IN SALES ON 

APPLICATION 

GEORGE B. SLOANE 

~~~ 116 NASSAU STREET 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 



• 
THE SALES · 

IN ENGLAND 

I shall be personally attending all the 
HIND Sales in London, and Ameri­
can Philatelists can give me their 
instructions for buying with the full­
est confidence. 

Terms: 5 % on any successful bid. 

Every lot for which we have an order 
will be most carefully examined. 

Catalogues will be forwarded on re­
quest. 

If you have already made your bids 
on the American Hind Catalogue, 
you can send me the bids NOW, 
quoting these lot numbers. 

ROBSON LOWE, Ltd. 
(Member of the Collectors Club) 

93 and 159 Regent Street 
London W. I. England 



THEODORE CHAMPION 
PARIS 13, Rue Drouot PARIS (9e) 

COLLECTIONS AT REDUCED PRICES 
Entirely Made Up in My Stores-First Class Copies Only-Satisfaction Guaranteed 

No. 6 
No. 7 
No. 8 
No. 9 
No. 10 
No. 11 

4,000 stamps, all different .... Fcs. 
· 5,000 stamps, all difterent .... Fcs. 
6,000 stamps, all different .... Fcs. 
7,000 stamps, all different .... Fcs. 
8,000 stamps, all dift'erent .... Fcs. 

10,000 stamps, all difterent .... Fcs. 

225.-
375.-
500.-
750.-
900.-

1100.-

No. 12 
No. 13 
No. 14 
No. 15 
No. 16 

15,000 stamps, all different .... Fcs. Sl'i00.-
20,000 stamps, all difterent .... Fes. 6000.-
25,000 stamps, all difterent .... Fcs. 11000.-
30,000 stamps, all dift'erent .... Fcs. 18000.-
40,000 stamps, all ditrerent .... Fcs. 55000.-

All the above are net prices. 

I am sending Free on application, my General Price List of sets and packets, containing the list of over 5500 sets 
or my Special List of 363 Collections and Packets. 

SUPPLEMENT Air Mail Catalogue Subscription to the Bulletin Mensuel, supplement to the 
1931 Edltiolf .. •.•............. Fcs. 12.10 post free. 1934 Catalogue, Fcs. 10.- only a year. 

THEODORE CHAMPION 
13, Rue Drouot Expert and Publisher PARIS 


