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"Barbed Wire Stamps" 
by Thaddeus Skowronski 

The forming of the postal system in 
,!:he ,, ar prisoner officer camp in Do­
biegniew (Wolclentberg) was the result 
of two factors: 

The necessity of easing the prob­
:lem of keeping contact among them­
selves in the camp, and second, the 
psychological factor which necessitat­
ed the making of life more pleas•ant 
as it was before the war. The splendid 
deve lopment of the postage s,tamp was 
a means of expression to a beauty in 
which we once Jived. The activity of 
a postal system was a good means Of 

taking _our minds off our imprison­
ment. 

Our camp occupied about 62 a cres 
of land and was the largest camp of 
Polish officers in Ge-rn:any; as in the 
camp there were about 7000 soldiers , 
of which about 6000, were officers. In 
this area there were 50 barracks­
living quarters, and barracks, which 
included libraries, a pharmacy, a 
chancery, :lecture halls, a gymnasium, 
a bookbindery, and other halls - in 
which various circles ancl groups of 
men occupied themselves. Well devel­
oped was community life and especial­
ly on a high p lane was p laced the ex­
change of cultural knowledge by 

* The authm· of this arti cle, who was 
a Polish Army officer, was a prisoner 
at the Wolde111berg Camp. This is a 
translation of an article that appeared 
in P'liONIER FILATEL]STYC~NY, 
Vol. 1, No. 1. 

An e n larged r eprodu ction of 
a st a mp of the Widow Issue. 

means of correspondence w it h in the 
camp. 

Nor was the psychological factor 
less important. The small area for so 
large a population was inclosed en­
tirely with a trlple series barbed wire 
fence, which monotonously interrupt­
ed the not less monotonou s to,wers 
"dee-orat ed" like gigantic Christmas 
trees w ith searcll.Iights and mach ine 
guns~and all around n umberless se,n -
tJrie,s armed w ith guns, and grenades, 
as a cons<tant reminder of our bad 
luck. 

There was not a spot in the camp 
where we could not see these barbed 
wires. Fear, bef-ore the psych ic break-
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d own , f orced us t o defend ourselves , 
b y fo,rming t h e pre t ense of a com­
ple t e])' n ormal everyda y life. W e w a n t ­
ed to forge t t he ba rb ed wire , lea~n 
not t o see it, and t his proy e cJ succe~ s­
ful to us . Ou r will. wh'ch s t ood at th e 
roots of bu ildin g· a camp commu n ·ty, 
was a ls o r espon sible for ac tivatin g our 
postal syst em . 

Also favortn g th is , w er e loca' con ­
d itio n s. In th e camp t here existed a 
n e t of barrack postal offi cers for the 
di-s t ribution of letter s conc ing from 
ou ts ide· t h e camp, noti ' ying o :f i Jers of_ 
r eceived par cels, and finally fo r s -·J lv­
ing t h e formal ty conn ected w it h the 
,s endin g· of parcel la1Jels. T he exis-ting 
net of p ostal officer s could p er for m 
the fu n ctions of a p os ta l agen cy. 

A camp el ected Administration for 
the Wid ow an d Orphan Fund, p eti ­
tion ed th e cam p comma nding cft ic:er 
for pe rmiss ion to organ ize a tem - o ··­
ary posta,1 s,y stem for the p er iod nf' 
Easter hol ida ys. 

H er e must be m ention ed the ins ti t ­
u tio n of w h ich w e w er e jnstly pro nd . 
T h e Wi dow a nd Orpha n .l"Lmd (FWS ) 
h a n dled t he collec tion a nd di s tl'i hu -
tion o,( mon ey to w idows of miss·n ·:· 
a nd de-ceased so '. d 'ers, of the Polish 
Arm y, a nd from this as2,istance be:-::e ­
fited th e w idows of of ficers a nd en ­
listed men w h o w er e r eserves a n d 
w h o served over seas. Th J ~und dr ~----· 
mean s f r om not onlv m r,n t.h ly con t ri -· 
bution s, and good wi ll clonatL n s, '-J llt 
from incom e from various s hows 
which w er e p erfoJ·mecl in the cam p, 
a nd from inc ome deriv ed 'by the p os t ­
al s ystem . .As can be seen, the in come 
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of the pos-tal system wen t for a good 
ca use . Furth er , on th e inclivjcJua l 
stam ps can be found smaill , fai n t in ­
it ials "FW,S" a nd kn owing the c'. r­
cu mstan ce of t h e fund to the cam r 
pos ta l sys · em, it ca n be u nclers•too cl 
why the fi rs t is,s ue of ,s ta mps ca rri e d 
t he na m e of t he "Wid ow l-sst1e." Th 's 
entire firs t issue w a s sold out in ft 

few clays-w ith a deliv ery of a b out 
800 pi rnes of m ai l. 

This caused the comm a n d ing offi ­
cer in th e ca mp, u pon t h e conclu s'c n 
of th e "FWS,," to p ermit th e ac ti vit y 
of a p erman ent pos :a l s y,item in his 
decis'ion of Ap r il 10, 1942. A P o.sta.l 
Comm irnion was fo r med wh ich organ­
ized a.ncl activated t h e postal sySltem . 
I n t.11 e s 9'h er e of i ts activity ca.m e the 
p , intin s;· of th '. s e s ta mp s, establishing 
t he p os,ta l r ates, isS'nin g th e, n ecessar y 
in fo.rTI)a.ti<- n , a nd bes 'd es thi s. th e pur, ­
l ic i~in ~· or th e c.ontes t to select th •J 
d esi,:;·n s for t he s-t qmps , p osta I cards , 
a.ncl th e can ce 'la t ions. T he per m ~n cn t 
pr-stal a c tivi t y in th e ca m p began 
May 7. J 9,J 2. From th e pos•ta l servi e 
ben efited a ll the c ultura l edu cational 
or _ga.ni za tinn s , p r cfes-sional. groups , M­
f icial ca m p or ~a n s, a.nc1 a l l other 
g r oup s a.ncl ci.rc les, besides th e offi­
cers on a ,~h-o le w ith t h r ir per s-on a l 
cor re 0 'Ponden ce. The p o-stal activity 
wa - 'a. --z·er in h ·1::c1 ::y p er i~cls a nd on 
poi: ular n a m es -cla y s. 

In th e m iddle of Novem t e r , 1942, 
t he "Y\VS" was clis s ol,-ed iJ y German 
a u thcJ·ities a.ncl t he w h ole organization 
of th e pos t a l s ystem was handed over 
to th e postal Commission. 



Postaae Due Stamp 

The work of the postal Commission 
from the very beginn ing, was ~ery 
difficult as· th e time O.f its beginnin ;· 
was in the period when there was 9,11 

extrem e paper shortage. A shortage of 
printing inks existe d as well, and m ost 
important, the stamp manufacturer s 
had no expe ri ence at all but a m bition 
a nd good intentions. Because of the 
paper s·hortage th e first is,sue wus 
printed on paper collected in a camp 
paper drive-and from oil co::ors do ­
nated by a rtist painters. Later r egD­
lar printing inks were secured, a ncl 
the following issues were printed wi th 
them . 

On e of th e later is·sues was pr:ntecl 
on the margi ns· of German newsp::i.p ­
ers . The "Tor2h Is ; u e" has cn e ed ge 
p erforated , and a part of the issu e 
was pr inte d on blo-'. t in g pap er. .Simi -
larly, on different paper, til e is sue 
"Virtuti Militari" was prin ted . .In the 
encl. thanks to the a ssi s t a nce of the 
Internation a l Reel Cros:s a ncl the YM­
CA, on e type of paper was• us ed , a n cl 
th e quantity printed wa , in creased. 

Th e s1tamps w ere printed on indi­
vidual sheets of r; aper which were 
tr immed to the required size, Begin­
n ing with the i~,sue "Madonna Swar ­
zewska," th e r,aper was trimmed to 
size fin;t, a n d then the design was 
printed on it. On January 27, 1944, th,1 
"Ass•is tance Issu e" was p r inted from 
a plate of four stamp cl e,signs on 
sheets of white paper. 

All pla t es w er e hand made, and be­
g inning Jun e 10, 1942, a primitive 
h a nd ope.rated press constructed in 
the cam p, was used . ALI sitamps were 
one co lor ed, with th e exception of the 
Novem!:ier 11, 1D43 L-sue "25th anni­
ve rsar 1 cf Ind e!.)encknc ' ," whi-ch was 
printed from two separate pla t es. One 
plate printed s-tan1ps in red bronze, 
and t h e other in gray .green. 

Interests. longings, hope-were all 
s ubjects· of th e stamp des•igns. Love 
o-f fellow-men-the "Widow Issue," a 
: :gu 1· e r.f a worn ' n in mourning with 
u ci ·yir g ch ild; "YMCA" and "Red 
Cross" issues. Past histo l'y conceived 
th e " H etm a n Iss ue" of Zamoyski, Zol­
ki ewski, Chocll,ie,wicz, a nd Czarniecki. 
T he likenes,ses of Paderews'ki a nd Gen. 
Sikorski ap·pear, with that o! Koper­
nik repeated. Commemoration of th e 
ba ttles of Racla,w i : e a nd Zie lence, and 
a sp ecia l is-sue devoted to ''Virtu ti 
Mil' ita~i'' compris e oth er su bj ects. c f 
the stamps. 

Religion is .s uggested on th e "Ma­
d o.nna Issue" or the "M. B . Swar zew ­
sk a I ssue." A longing for ac tivity is 
d p cted by t h e "Sport Issue ." R emem­
b ered also are the ocea n , 25 years of 
independence, a nd oth er events. 

Ind ependent of r egul ar issu es, on 
May 18, 1912, postal cards were intro­
d u·ced; on Septemlber 11, 1942, postage 
du e stamps, a nd on April 1, 19'43 ,. an 
Official stamp appeared. 

Th e occas;on of printing 250,0ff0 
stamps of the war pris·o·ner camp pos ­
tal ,system, 1000 Stefan Czarniecki 
s t a mps of t he "Hetman Issue" were 
p r :n ted \\ ith a n a ddi t ion a l in scr iption 
on a lef t wi d e margin "250,000 W a r 
Prison er Camp Postage Stamps ." 

On the anniversary of th e German 
shooting of unarmed Polish prisoners , 
a 10 fen. green stamp of the "Torch 
I ssue'• on white paper w ith a red ov­
erpri nt "5,11.43" was prepared. Th'i 
stamp wa s th e last a nd only on e whlc ll 
did n D"t go into cir culation a t Do'bieg ­
ni ew (Waldenberg) , an d wa.s not can­
ceJ;:ed or used at a ll. On J a nuary 30, 
1945, the lal'ger JJa r t of th e ca mp was 
lib er a t ed by th e Reel Army a nd th e 
Polish Army. A bout 25 % of the for­
mer prisoners were trans ported to th e 
W est , a nd p robably this s tamp may 
have been cancelled at oth e r prison 
camps. 

A t t11 e camp, ·rubber cancell ers were 
u sed (3 type,sj. On D e·cember 24, 194~, 
the u ,e of a m et a l canceller with dif­
ferent num erals, was adopt ed . On hol­
idays, e xhibition cl ays,. a nd anniver­
saries specia l rulbber caincel1lation s 
were applied . 

ln the ending. it should be not2d 
th a t not onl y wer e ordi n a r y lettei·s 
and cards accepted for deli very, but 
a ls, r -=- gi£1ter '"' d and "e ·:--press' mail­
these being deli ve r ed immed iately du r ­
ing the three hours when ordinarv 
a nd r egiJStered m a il w1asl d,elivered 
twice daily. 



POLPEX 1946 

Visitors to Polpex 1946 view ed a 
thorough picture or Polish phil a t ely 
as it was painted by the exhibits <' f 
Polonus m embers. As th e background 
of th e displays, the Polish Roman 
Catholic Museum again proved to be 
the p erfect setting. True, the exhibits 
of' Polish stamps .d omina ted th e show, 
but it wa s a collection of Heligoland 
that won the Grand Award. Here was 
a highly specialized collec tion which 
included much research, a nd deser ved 
to win this hon•or for its• own er, Ben 
R eeves. T he Gra nd Award, which w as 
donated by Dr. L. P. Kozakiewicz, was 
a n e-xpensive brief case. In a ddition, 
the winner also r eceived the S. P . A. 
Research Award. 

The three Firs1t Award trophies w ere 
giv en t o S t ephen G. Rich for his T ype 
Sage S-tamps, Lester Jankowski for 
his Pre ~anceils, of Austria, and F. E. 
Wolosewick for h is Firs,t Issues of Po­
land. The three Second Award tro­
phies went to Rev. P. W. Piechocki for 
his Precancels, Bert Powell for his 
Polish Airmail, and C. A. ,Sc'hafer for 
his Centra l Lithuania. The three Third 
A.ward trophies w ere r eceived by J . J . 
Domar with hi<s Miscellaneous Poland , 
C. J . Mikucki with his War Covers, 
and Dr. lVI. E . Uznanski with his Al­
lens,tein. 

H o nora ble m ention was given to Dr. 
L. P . K'oza kierwic 's Polish Towns 8n 
Austria,, M. E. Steczynski's , Pol ish 
Oddities·, Roman Wojcicki's, His•torica-1 
Wiln o, A. S. Rybarski's Koscius,zko 
Collection, Adam Kloskowski's Philip ­
pine War Issues, Dr. M. E. Uznanski's 
Great Britain, John Wendt's U nited 
States, C. A. Pulaski's L ondon Issues, 
J . P . Rux's FI-ights, and Frank Jan­
cowski'i Stamp Booklets. 

Many out of twon m embers had 
their exhibits at Polpex. One exhibit 
tra v eled from as far as Saskatchewan, 
Canada to be placed . in our show. 
Among the m a ny v isitors• were high 
sch'ool studen t s . Arrangem ents were 
made wher eby th ey view Polpex dur­
ing a ,school day, and h eard a lecture 
by Dr. M. E. Uznanski on the stamps 
of the exhibit. 

'.Much of the credit fo r the success 
of the exhibition is due A. S . Ryl:ia r ­
ski and his wife. They pla nn ed the 
seaJl, the program, a nd a ttende d to 
the many little d etails involved m 
presenting Polpex 1946 which indeed 
earned them the gratitude of the So­
ciety. 

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

I cannot, in words, express to you 
th e extrem e a nd s incer e gratification 
I feel a t h aving b een una njmou sly re­
elected to serve Polonus P hilatelic So­
ciety as President for the ensuing 
year. Your una nimous consent in di­
recting me to continue my work a ug­
ers your confid en ce in my leadership 
and i n your full co-operation in fur­
thering the welfare and progress of 
the ,Society. 

It must be a s,ource of great satis ­
faction to a~l t he m embers of Polonus 
to kno,w that after twelve months, t.o 
which the m em bers gave assiduous 
a nd earn est attention , oul- Society 
closed it•s fiscal year without one 
thought s,uppres:sed, or without one 
suggesti'on tha t ha d not been given 
du e consideraition. I believe I a m safe 
in saying and entirely with in t he 
truth,. that every m em ber had full and 
a mple oppo·rtunity t o present the 
thoughts h e d esired t o give expression 
to, and that our work, discussions a ncl 
d·ebates were constructh•e throughou t . 

P ersona lly, I am especia ll y gr a ti­
fied w ith the work accomplished. Great 
tolerance, patience a nd suppo rt was 
shown in spi t e of the perplexing proh­
:lems and trem endous h a ndicaps whi cl1 
confronted the Society. Our m eetings 
w er e not jus t gatherings where men 
indu lged themselves in fancl<ful flights 
of or a tory, having really n o basis In 
philatelic activities, but our discus­
s ion s were the result of th e n eeds of 
the day and of the time, springing 
out of the wants, the hopes · a nd the 
asp i.ra tions of the m e mbers of our So­
ciety. Th e m eetings were dispatched 
s peed1l y and efficiently a nd the bus­
iness was t ransacted faithfully a nd to 
the best interests of the m embers and 



the Societ y . 
If f rom our m eet ings, goodfe llow ­

ship a nd sociafo ility have iJeen cu1lt i­
vated; 

If from our p r ogra m s, l' u r th er in g­
t h e ca use of Polis h Philat ely and phi­
la-t ely in a ll its b ranc hes has been in­
spired; 

If from our exhibits, fine sportsmen­
ship a nd new ideas as to st a m p col­
lectin g a nd d isplayin g h a ve been cre ­
a t ed; 

If from our wa nts n ew features have 
been pro-posed a:1d in 9. ugurat ed; 

If from our hopes, the servi ces of 
t'he S,ociet y ha ve been enlarged , t h en 
it will be time and labor w el,1 s pent. 

H av ing concluded our work and 
com e to th e point wher e w e have left 
n o.thing untouched a nd undecided a s 

our best judgem ent might d :r ·c t, it 
was a most ha ppy conclusion . 

Th e coming year will r e fl ect itse lt' 
in our economi c, poli t ical, mater ia l 
and moral lit"e. Out of t his wiH com e 
th e de mand s whic h modern a nd fu ­
ture p'hila t ely will m a ke upon th e 
m em bers of t he Societ y . 

You r l·oya lty, co - oper a ti on a nd sup­
port will be n eeded now m or e t h a n 
e ver before. I fee l that each or you is 
mindful o-f the, fa ct that we mus t 
s trive t o the utmost to make a rec-o rd 
o,f constru ct ive upbuild ing ,, for ou r 
Soci et y, t hat we may ma in tai n our 
present envia ble posi tion , and strive 
for g r ea t er a chievem ents a nd b13 a 
source of p r ide t o e-very Polonu s m em ­
ber. 

Dr. M. E . Uznan s ki 

When I Was In the Western Ukraine 
by Adam Klos kowski 

Bala nce of pow er a mong the coun­
tries of Europe broke d own with th e 
fi n al wit'hdraw a,J of Ge rma n Imper ial 
t r oops fr om the Ukra ine a n d P ola nd, 
the R ed R evoluti on of 1917 , a nd the 
fall of Aus tria. Th e or ganiza tion of 
Pola nd's eastern a nd southe&st ern b or­
der,s was threat e ned w ith chaos b y 
the various political and m ilitary fac ­
tions wh ose obj ective, prima rily, wa s 
to es,tablish individua l provis iona l 
governments. Their disrega rd of the 
Versa illes Treaty, h ow ever , m a de it 
dift'i cult for Poiland to hold its fron -

1 tiers intact ,, the mos t troubl esome of 
which w as eas t ern Galicia . be t ter 
k no,w n a s, W estern Ukraine. 

The first military a ction s aga inst 
W estern U kraine ca m e in May, 1919. 
The W este.rn U k rain ians had organ­
ized milita,r y units of s om e importa nce 
and d eclared a provisiona l govern­
m ent, wibh the city Lwow as• th e ir 
capita l. But the military ·campaig-n 
a gai nst W estern Ukrain e w a s .sh ort 
lived, a nd the Polish Army of Occu,pa ­
tion was, obliged ·to a dminister the 
civil government. 

Th e post a l a dministration of t his 
di strict was left in a d er elict condi-i 
tion , a nd a bout th e onily sta mps ob­
taina:ble for public n eeds wer e the 
fo rmer Aus tria n stamps of 1916-17 is ­
su e, including the semi-postal a nd 
milita ry sta mp,s,. The s t a mps. of W est­
ern U kraine w er e overprinted in three 
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differ ent localities, na m ely in K olo­
m ea , Lwow a nd S•tanislowo, each ov­
erprint di.Hering in th e t ype a nd th e 
design of th e overprint. Since permR­
n ent post offices in the W estern Uk ­
raine Nati ona l R epubli ~ w ere not es ­
ta,blis1hed , the sta mps wer e not offer ed 
fo r regular public sale. Mos t of t he 
s,ta mps were in th e ha nds of mii:ita r y 
a uthoritie s,, leaving practi caJJ y non e· 
for c ivilian use. 

Th e overprints on th e issue a t K ol­
omea w er e overprin ted on four valu es 
of t<h e Aus trian issue of 19'16 -17, t hr>. 
5sch ("S chagiv) on Austrian t ype A42-
1•5H , bea r ing the port ra it . _of E mper or 
K a.rl I. The· three r em a inin g valu es 
w er e surcharged l0sch on Austria n 
t yp e A 37 of the 3h, 6h, a nd 12-h values, 
picturing th e crown of Austria . Th e 
overprint a t the t op of th e s ta mps of 
numlbe rs on e to fou r ,, U kr. N . R. ' ·Ul, ­
r a inia·n Nati ona l R epuhlic," th e yaln e 
of th e overprint indicated '!Jy a n um ­
ber", na m ely, the 5schag iv a nd l0scha­
g iv (l00schagiv t o one Grivn a which 
was on pa r with th e Ru s3ia n 1·uble ). 
This issue of .st a mps did not a p-pear 
in m a ny of th e localit ies, a nd used 
postage st a mps w ere scar ce . It was a 
wel11 kn own fa ct tha t many of th e.. 
s tamps o-f this iss•ue, a nd succeeding'. 
issues, w er e cancelled to ord er a s, par­
ticular fav ors, to peopl e w ho ha d con ­
tact with th e post a l agents. Notwi th ­
s t a nd ing , th e r emainde rs of m ost is ­
su es w er e not used whe n t he P olis h 
civil goverrunent was set up, a nd 



w h at h a ppen ed t o th em will r em a in a 
m ys t er y. A la r ge port :on cf th e v ar ­
iou s isst12s wor e cl e- troyecl, ,s,:o le:1, a nd 
n o doubt , eventual ly lost . 

The Lwow issu e c.- n is ted of a n -
oth er fo u r va lu es in t he Au st rian typ<; 
of A37 on fou r den om · nati c n s, nam Jy, 
t he 3h ed ler v iof t , t he 5hell er light 
gr een, l0heller magen ta a nd th e 20-
h ell er d eep green . Th e is su e• of Lwow 
w as not seen in L w ow or in th e v icin­
it y of L w ow. Th :, overprin t o r t he l on . 
bordered with wor ds in full ,. as com­
pared wi th th e a b br eviated ov er prin t 
on the K olom ea issue . 

Th e S ta ni s lo wo overp r ints w ere ov ­
erpr in ted with the sam e a bb r ev iation s 
a.s the Ko lomea is•su e, b u t differed in 
tha t t h e word "P os t " was a dded a bove 
the w ord s " Ukr a inia n Nati onal R e ­
public," a nd at t h e bottom, the wo :-d 
of value in "Sch agiv" a nd "Gr ivna· • 
were a d ded . U nlike t he two pre ced in g • 
issues, h a ving m a n y va lu es _ov erprin t ­
ed on th e regul a r Aust r ia n issu e t,f 

1916 - 18 a nd t h e semi-.posta,J of 1918. 
th e m ilitar y issue of A u s•tr ia 1917 was 
widely used b y th e Aus t rian Ar mies 
_in occupied sec tion,s of P ola nd. l b ly 
a nd m ost o,f t>h e Balkan countries . Th e 
s ca r : ity of this iss,ue wa s one · of th e 
dra w back s in t r y ing t o ob'.ain gen u ­
in e can celled copi es. At the tim e th it 
I was in t h e var iou s sections of W est ­
ern U k raine, I was, a n x ious t o ob tain 
m a n y s t a mps, w h ether t hey wer e rEJv ­
enu e, p osta l or locals, or a n ythin g 
tha t looked like a s t amp, not only t o 
get s ta mps 'a s a collector, but a lso as 
-souven irs. lt seem ed inconceiva;b<le 
tha t s u ch diffi cu lty could be en coun­
t er ed in db tainin g s t a mps•. The u n ­
frie ndl y a ttitude of the p eople of W es ­
t ern Ukr a ine · was di sh eartening. They 
trea t ed u s a s s,tra nger s . I had a t th a t 
time, seen but few of the Stanislow o 
issu e in u sed condition , the sam e be-­
ing t rue of the semi 0 postals a nd the 
postage due overprints on the B osnia 
1904 stamps u sed as postage d ue 
s ta mp,s. This set of s t a mps from N o. 
61 t-o 72 is a bout the m ost elu s ive set 
to complete. -

Another -se t surcharged on the Au s ­
tria n milita r y stamps (N os. 75 t o ~1) 
has th e sam e w o.rd ing a s Nos. 10, to 
28, b ut has a hori z,m:tal ba r ac ross 
K . U. K . -Feldpos t . Thes e are a lso 
s ca r ce. 

'l'he s e t of stamps, from No. 85 :o 
103 of the regular Austria n issu e of 
19117 h av e a di s tinct additional ove•r­
print in the center of the trident w ith 
f ou r a bbreviations, one in each corner 

of th e s t a mp ; th e a bbrevia tion mea n ­
ing, uppe r left letter WESfl"ERN ,. U l) ­

p er r igh t UKRALNE. ·low er left , N A ­
TION AL, Jow e,r r ig ht REPUB LIC. '.rhe 
trid ent, w hich is, the cen te r positi on 
of the overprint again st a black back­
g round, was, adopted from the coat of 
arm s of Vlad :mir I , Cza r of Ru ssia, 
bet t er lrnown as ·v la dim ir th e Gr eat. 
The tr id ent symbol is pictured on 
m ost of th e s t amps of t he U krain e a nd 
the la tter or last iss.ues of W estern 
Uk ra in e. Th's last issue is com m on in 
mint con dition , but se ld '.l m seen in 
genuine cancelled co n d ition . 

When the Polish m ilita r y op er a t ion s•, 
a nd occu pati on of W este·rn U kraine, 
ende d in th e la tter pa r t of May, 1919, 
the s t a mp issues of W est ern U k.ra ine 
a ls o came t o a n end. 

Our m ost heart fe lt sympa. h y to thn 
famiily of Dr. C'h a rl e~ Wac11tl, u p-rn 
the noti f ication of th e deat ll of ; hi s 
noted Polonu s m em,ber. 

Dr. W achtl . w h o died J a nu a ry 26, 
was a p r ominent Polish sch olar, au­
thor , histori a n , a nd editor of a Polish ­
la n g uage weekly n ew s pa p er in Phil a­
de lphi a. He serv ed for m a n y year s as 
Professor of Pol'sh a t D e Pa ul U ni ­
v er s ity, Ch icago, wh ere h e received 
his d oc torat e. In a ddition t o w r ' t ' n g­
play s, es says .. a n,d fic tion , h e• was t he 
a ut):lor of a h istor y of t h e Polish peo ­
ple in America . 

Sol emn requiem m a s s was h eld f o1· 
him at St. Joseph's Churc h , Camd en , 
Pa. H e was 6·3, a n d is s-ur vived by hi s 
wife, Lo uise, a nd three dau ghter s. 

C HAN GE O F ADDRE SS 

W a lter L ewin,ski # 39 
1714 N . Kilbourn Ave. 
Chi cago 39, Illinois 

CORR ECT ION 

In th e J a nua r y 1946 BULLETIN, on 
page 8, lines 21, 22, a n d 23 err on eou s ly 
d escri•b e t'h o 50 gr. sta m p of the Kra ­
kow Liberat i1o n Iss ue . 'l'h ey should 
r ead : 

Th e 50 Gr. ·br own shows the huge 
Grunwa ld m onument with t he s t a tue 
of King Jag iello at t1he top. 



Bogus and Counterfeit Stamps of Poland 
by Vincent Domans'<i, Jr. 

During m y many years of C()l!ecting 
the posta ge stamps of Poland much 
·h c;s been written about its various 
stamps. but v ery li t tle regarding the 
·oog us , forged ,. and countEr!'c it stamps 
that exis '. . I have acquired and exam­
ined many such stamps. As a matter 
of interest to other collectors of Pol­
ish stamps, a lso for the records, I be­
lie,·e it well to list and chronicle these 
stamps· in accordance with S'cott's cat­
a log numbe rs. In doing so, I will brief­
ly point out the most important points 
-of diffe rence wl1 en comparison is ma.oe 
with the auth entic origina,ls. I do not 
claim that this list is complete; no 
doubt others may exist that I have 
not seen. 

Commencing with the classic # '1, is­
sued 186-0, very few counterfe its arc 
known. They a r e much rarer than the 
original s . In the Stephen G. Rich col­
lection ther e is one su ch item, !;ought 
from th e F a be rge collection. It is a 
hand pa inted copy, mad e in 1862, on 
a · cov er , to, d efraud th e governme nt. 
A not h er r emarkably cl e ver countcr­
fei t, like wise in Rich's collection, is 
one on paper of the proper color and 
texture, an ex ce,!lent piece of photo­
l ithogpa phic work, a nd only lacking 
certain fine details of t h e origfoal. 
Perforation is w.rong as to size of 
ho les In 1920 Count P olanski had 500 
copies of a n a ccurate reproduction ot 
a block of e ight of t h is c la ssic #1 , 
adhesive, don e on a g lossy surface, 
c oated paper, in brighter blue and 
more scarlet r ed tban that found on 
any of th e actual stamps. Th ese can 
h a rdly rl eceive anyone ; however, they 
a r • •SOU " ht for by all collectors. 

Germ a n occ upa~ion sta mps of 1915-
1"1 8, ~:Jrc ha rg ed, Scott 's # 15 to 26.­
_Forg - d ove r prints w1,re ma.de to de ­
fnucl l h e pos-twI authorit ies. Some of 
th es e fo,rge r ies are ven • scarce. Th ey 
c•-,is t w t l1 la r .c:·e 1· face type and appear 
c oarsf'!'. 

L u!-li n Issu e, Scott' s # 27 to 40.­
Man y counte ,· fe it overprints exist. T h e 
most common can be recognized by 
comparison of the eagles, and letter,s. 
In the, f orgeries the wings, head, and 
claws of the eagle all diffeJ·; als'o the 
"S" in "Polska..'' ]Pans foriward, "Z" 
In "Poczta.' top l1orizonta l s troke is 
short, the Lower one is long, a nd the 

*-Reprinted from STAMCP•S, 

to•p o f A is ro .111ded . 
K ra : ow I s~-'..l es -Auft ·· ian st am ps of 

1916-over pr: nt1.,d-'. isted #41 to 60, 
pos a ge dl:e st am ps J1 to J1 2 a nd 
new~paper sta m ps P1 to P5. - Th e 
surchair ges on thes e s tam·ps• have been 
ec:tensively : or:::ed at m a n y s0 1.i rc s. 
One s hou ld be 8), tremely certain th a t 
th ese s ta mps a re a uth entic. The POL­
ONUS group has two m en, Dr. John 
Gapins ki and Mr. F. E. W o'1osewick , 
w ell qualified a s e xperts fo r· th eir un­
til'ing r esearc h w ork on thi s inte res t­
ing group of stamps. Last Novembe r 
while in Chicago T had th e privile~ 

• of seeing· how th is ,vork is done, a n'. 
I w a•s ama zed at bhe thorou gh method s 
and scientific means by which thes e 
m en d etermine and d et ect forgeries. 
Many forge ri es of these sta mps have 
'been made so nea rly perfect that t h ey 
a lm ost fool ed me. One ca n't be too 
complacent without having his' sta m ps 
of this i.ssu e ch ecked p,1·op erly. 

Polish Liquidation Comm ission E­
m ergency Postal Issu e # 61 to 71. 
Forged and bogus cop ·es of th e~e 
sta1111,s e xi , t prin ted fr :,m zincs, r e­
vea ling m a ny minor de fects in le tter­
ing a nd design ~, \Vhich are very cru cle 
in comrarison with the ori g·inals. Col­
ors a l.so vru·y. 

T o defra ud t h e gove,rnrn ent . at T a r ­
now, Ma r : h, 1921, #148 , 20 Marks, 
gra y gr ee n (Poli s•h Cava,!ry man) w as 
counterfeited. It is perfora ted, 11 in­
s tead of 9 or 11 ½ on pla in pa per, s iz•s 
22¾ x 28 mm. instead of 22 x 27½ 
mm. Tne "0" of the "20" -is narrow. 
Min t copi es very s:ca rce, exis t onl y 
u ~ed. 

Scott 's # 195 to 200.- On e sho ·i'Id b e 
a bsolutel v cer tain that th o surcharg -s 
on th e va rious stamps are a uth ent 'c. 
Spur'ous ite ms exi s t , esprc ·al ly in th e 
inver t s and doubl e surch aJ·ges.. Th e 
type a nd lette rs a r c diffe rent, co'.lr so 
and varied in size, printed with du ll 
ink s. 

At Chicago and N ew York I exam­
in ed s,heets of # 1213 and 214 . 1,000,000 
marks, pale rose and th e 2,000,000 
marks, dark g,reen ,. reprinted by the 
Nazis , wh o h a d confi.scated the plate , 
during th eir terrible ravage of Po­
land. The paper is o,f a th inner and 
sli ghtly grayish texture, the gum is 
strea ky and un ·2 v cn , in genera,] the· 
inks used are similar; however , of a 
duller shade. 



Co un terfe its of th e 20gr., dull reel 
(,Ship of S tate ) #238 , appeared a bout 
mids umm cI· 1927, in the vicinity of P o­
znan, c-rud e ly 0xec 1., t ed , lith ographe d, 
p erfor a te d 10¾ instea d o f 12 ½ . 

Scott's #251. - Th e first s ouvenir 
sh ee,t issu ed for th e Wa r aw 1 h;ia t cl­
ic E x hibiti rm a t W a r s<a w was co un­
terfe ited , f irs t in l.w-:yw (Lcm !Jerg ) a nd 
late r in l.•rance. f t I ,wo v, a local 
dea ler h a d dispo sed of 500 of them. 
W . Rachma now , wh o threat en ed to 
expose th e forger , compelled him to 
purcha.se many of th em back. They 
a r e easily d e tected, poorly executed, 
of sa m e s ize a s the or ig inal; paper 
thinner ,. th inrly gummed. Color o f ink 
gray ish, looks as though ex ecute d by 
photographic process. Th e eyes are 
lifeless, and dull; in gen e ral. ver y 
coarsely done. 

Ab out J a nuary, 1935, there appeared, 
to defraud the g overnm ent, # •260<--25 
gr., r ed brown (eagle ) and #2615- 25 
g r ., r ed brown (conventionalized s ol-

' d•ie r s ) . Thes-e a r e c lev erl y ex ecuted 
forgeries in som ewh a t darlrnr colors, 
bot11 perfora t ed 11 , ins~ead of 12 or 
12 ½ . Likewise. # '272- 25gr. , buff an rl 
# ,273- 30gr ., deep rose (coats of arms ) 
were discov ered counterfe ited, cleverly 
imita t ed in a s ma ller s ize, 21½ mm. 
insitead of the 22½ mm. of t h e or ig in ­
a l. anid ra rely seen unused. 

Th e overprint WYS·T. FI,LAT. 1934 
K•A TO WICE , S cott's # '280 a nd 281, 
was for ged , being printed in different 
fac e t yp e . The sp ecial exh ibition ca n ­
cell'ation was also counter feited. 

Block,s of the 5, 10 a nd 25ia-r. , of the 
Pilsudski M-ou.rning issu e # :287-88 a nrl 
289 were imprinted ·bearing d1a tes " 5-
XU-1867 * 12-V-193•5" on th e w hite 
b lank gutters. They were sheet s of 
100, in 4 panes of 25 (5x5). separa t ed 
by a wide white margin. This was 
done by a pr,iva te a nd s peculative 
source, and a r e bogus. 

Scott's # 306 and 307.- Counter fe it,R 
of th e overprin t ~ "GORDON -BEN· 
NETT 30 . VIII" with 1930 beneath , 
have been found over · the p os tm a r ks 
on cancell ed sta mps. Can be d'istin ~­
uished b y th e "1" of "1936" under t he 
peri od, w hereas in the genuin e the "1" 
i,s dire.ct ly beneath th e "0" of "30," 
Likewise, differs in tYii e. Origina ls 
w er e printed f r om elec tr.opla t es w ith 
di e,tinct outstanding letters; fakes a r e 
thinner, a nd from set type. 

A s t o s emi- oos t a l st a mps, Ell to 
B14, counterfeits exist, are executed 
in darker , dirty r ed, not carmine,. with 
crude crosses a nd dif.ferent numerals. 

C1 to C9, a irpost stamps of ~925.­
Counte.rfeits o'f these fir s t app eared in 
P a r is. F r ance . Th_e fak es a re th e Pa m c 
S ; 1/. e a~ th e gen u in e, e,xcept t h a t LIH, 
c ~r:o r s are hlurred a n d nngumm cc,. 
There is a t h in color ed lin e outside 
t he heavy fra m e lin e, >e ncl tl1 ey H.re 

per f'o1<atecl 11 ½ a n rl a r e on a th inn er 
g rade of raper. P os tm a rks arpe 'l r on 
co unt cd eits : WARSZA\VA 1-12-11- 34. 
LWOW 8-4 -'3-33 a nd POZN AN 2- 3- 7-
33. 

Counterfe its of Cll, th e Overprint 
CHALLENG E 19 34, are crudely don e 
in da rk bro wn r ed w ith thicker let ­
t e rs. R a r ely seen unused. P O!S-TAGE 
DUE Stamps J1 3 t o J30 w er e cleverly 
m a d e. on white p a per a nd a ll p er for­
a teid 11. 

Scott's # J35 to J39.-Crude coun­
te rfeit s urcha rges· printed in dull and 
muddy black inlc A ll invert s a nd 
d ou hle prints a r e r a nk forger.ies. 

Offices in the Turkish Empire 
Scott's #2 K1 to 2K12.- 'Man y r a n k 
co1.m t e rfeits of t h e sa.irch a rg ing exis t. 
They are poorly executed, co lo,rs of 
ink v a r y from s h a des in th e orie;ina:',s . 

#2 K13 to 2K19.-Two d iffe r ent typ r>s 
of c-ounterfe its exist , ov erprinted in 
da rker red , a nd s light ly larger than 
t he or ig.inal s. 

Oftices in DAN ZIG, # 1K1 to 1K12, 
~ ru•de ov e rprints , especia lly in t h e 
execu t ion of inverts a nd double s ur -, 
charges , are bog us.. 

Ty pes # 1K13 to 1K1 9.-Usu a lly are 
fo und counterfeited on h or izontall v 
la id p a p er. # 1K23 Invert e d .surcha r g ­
es a re bog u s, n ev er issu ed . 

# 1 K28 to 1 K30 counterfeit over ­
prints a r e u su a lly ma de on can celled 
a nd p ost marked s t a mps , 

STAMP SHOWS 

C'h icag.o P hilat~lists , a s· a g r oup, a r e 
a s fin e a s th ey m a k e th em a nd if y ou 
lend a n e ncouraging h a nd yo u w ill 
mak e man y fri ends a nct inc identall y 
boost ;1our own s t a mps in which yo u 
h ave a n investment and a decided in­
teres t. Pl a r, to attend as many of th e 
following a s you can conveniently !lo 
S'O . 

March 1,. 2, and 3. Beverly Hills 
P hila t e ltc Society 's Annua l ExhibiUon . 

Ma r ch 30 a nd ·31. Au stin Philatel ic 
Club's Annua l exhibit a nd B ou.rse, 241 
N . Central Ave., Chicago. Th er e wil-1 
be a 200 frame eJChibit , 17 dealers, re ­
freshm ents , a nd entertainment. Ever y­
thing free . Ma rk your calenda r pa d , 
this will b e an outstanding event. 
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