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My Stamps Were 

SOLD BY 

GREG MANNING 

AUCTIONS 

Sounds nice. And you can rely on the fact that the 
financial results will be nice too. 

Today's high market, added to our superior catalogue 

production, professional lotting, and wide catalogue distri­

bution all combine to make the sale of your stamps by 

Greg Manning Auctions a logical choice for you when you 

decide to sell. 

And our very competitive commission rates mean 

more money in your pocket-less in ours. "Sold by Greg 

Manning Auctions" doesn't only sound nice, it makes a lot 

of sense. 

GREG MANNING AUCTIONS, INC. 
128 Passaic Avenue 

Fairfield , N.J. 07006 

Telephone: (201) 282-5400 

Toll Free: (800) 631-1245 

" The firm collectors rely on" 

£ 
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EVERY YEAR 

Two Impressive Auction Sales 
ARE ARRANGED BY 

EDGAR MOHRMANN & CO. 
AT HAMBURG 

which command worldwide attention. 

Richly illustrated catalogues of these public auctions will be sent to interested 
parties at a cost of $5.00 (US) to help pay airmail postage. 

In the event you would like to sell , and are looking for excellent results , then EDGAR 
MOHRMANN & CO. is the right choice for you. Clients all over the world , including 
the United States, have complete confidence in us. Consignments to our Auction 
Sales are accepted anytime. Large lots are best sent by air freight. 

Sale dates are : 

3rd - 5th April, 1979 
16th - 18th October, 1979 

Material to be included in the above sales should reach us four months prior to the above dates. 

EDGAR MOHRMANN & CO. 
D 2000 Hamburg 11 

W. Germany 
• Grosser Burstah 19 • Postfach 11 1007 
Telephone (040) 36 41 51/2 Cables: EDMORO 
2 
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I How do you think i 
I we get all of our ! 
:i: stamps " :l: i r I 
0 0 
0 0 

:l: As one of America's largest Auction I-louses and :l: 
0 0 
:!: Mail Order stamp firms, we search out every ·:· 
0 : 
:l: available avenue. ·:· 
0 : 

:~: Yes, we buy from most of the world's leading :!: 
0 0 
:i: auctioneers. And we acquire much of what we :l: 
•!• • 
:1: sell by direct purchase from other stamp dealers. :!: 
:l: But, by and large, most of our stock comes from ;l: 
:i: you, the stamp collectors and accumulators of :!: 
::: the world. We're used to beating out competition :~: 
0 0 
:!: on desired material and will always pay top :l: 
:~: dollar for collections and holdings that are for sale. :l: 
5.: You see, we buy and sell all stamps and covers: :~: 
:l: U.S., Foreign, hinged, never hinged, used, unused, :i: 
0 0 
:i: mounted, loose in stock books, glassine, you :l: 
:i: name it. :!: 
0 : 
:l: On important collections, we can dispatch a buyer ·:· 
0 t 
:!: quickly. On smaller properties our offers are :i: 
:!: prompt upon receipt of the collection. :l: 
0 0 

:i: When you have anything philatelic for sale, :!: 
:l: think of us. A phone call or letter will receive :l: 
:!: immediate, confidential and courteous reaction. :1: 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 t 0 
·=· F.arl P. L Inc. :i: 
: 0 
0 : 
0 0 
:i: 1819 J. F. Kennedy Blvd., :!: 
y 0 
0 0 
:l: Philadelphia, Pa. 19103 (215) 567-5200 :l: 

:~ ·:··=··=··!··:··:··:··:··:· ·=··:··:··=··=··=··!··=··=··=··:··:· ·:··:··=··:··:··:··:··=··=··=··=··:··:··:··=··=··:··:··!··:··=··=··:··:· ·=··=··=··=··=··:··=··=··=··:··: .. :··:··:··::!: 
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WA TED 

IMPORT ANT GENERAL COLLECTIONS 

SINGLE RARITIES 

as well as 

BIG SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS 

either for cash purchase 

or t o be b roken up fo r ou r next int ernational auction sale 

fo r which we are going t o p repa re aga in ou r fa mous 27, 000 

cat alogues 

Please get in touch with 

CORINPHILA 8023 ZUR ICH (Switzerland) 
P.O.B. 

Bahnhofstras.se 102 
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Where it's usual 
to seek the unusual. 

Where but 
S anley Gibbons. 

For more than 120 years, collectors 
of rare stamps and special ist items have 
come to re ly on Stanley Gibbons. 

The two pieces shown here are 
excellent examples. 

T he opened out envelope - bel ieved 
to be the only one known showing the rare 
pro.:-August 1864 rate of lS c from New 
Brunswick to California - carries three Sc 
sap green, tied by barred oval cancels. 
Insufficiently addressed, it bears three 
strikes of the red 'Adv' with Paid/ IS in red . 
Backstamped St. George & St. Stephen 
transit. Price $8,000. 

The stamp illustrated is a Cape of 
Good Hope 1861 March 7th carmine, 
superb used example with good even 
margins, cancelled in two places by very 
clear CGH triangular black obliterators, 
with Royal Philatelic Society certificate. 
One of the famous so-called "Woodblock" 
stamps. Price $6,200. 

We have material of similar quality from most 
countries. Should you be interested, we will be 
pleased to include your preferences on our 
Specialist Register and forward illustrated lists of 
better material. Let us know, too, should you wish 
to sell a better collection or individual rare stamps . 
And when in London, be sure to visit us at our 
premises in the Strand. 

Contact the Specialist and Rare Stamp Dept . 

• ,,~, ,0 Stanley Gibbons ltd. 
HEit MAJESTY Tll~QOfES, 

"'"m""'"""· 391 Strand, London WC2R OLX England 
Telephone: 01-836 8444 Telex: 28883 
January 1979 5 



''For anything worth having one must pay the price .' ' 

When selling your collec­
tion, call Andrew Levitt. 
He's constantly seeking fine 
stamps and covers, and he's 
willing to pay the price to 
obtain them. 

-John Burroughs 

ANDREW LEVITT, INC. 
' 'America's leading buyer of specialty collections .' ' 

(203) 743-2016 

Box 342 Danbury, Connecticut 06810 
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THE INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED 
MINKUS NEW WORLD WIDE 

STAMP CATALOGS 
VOLUME TWO: 1978-1979 

Now in TWO Convenient Parts! 
Thoroughly revised and enlarged, this latest, 
most completely updated edition of the popular 
New World Wide Stamp Catalog in now pub­
lished in two separate parts. Each contains over 
1,000 pages bound in an attractive, durable, 
flexible cover and fully indexed. This authorita­
tive reference covers Europe, Colonies and For­
mer Colonies, Occupations, Special Zones, and 
Vatican. Over 26,000 clear illustrations are pro­
vided for easy identification, and technical infor­
mation is concise and easily understandable. 
More than 100,000 price changes and new en­
tries make both parts a must to have for any 
Europe collector! 
VOLUME TWO - Part I: 

Austria-Hungary (1126 pgs.) 17.50 
VOLUME TWO - Part II: 

Iceland-Yugoslavia (1018 pgs.) .... ... 17.50 

And, the Companion Volume 

VOLUME ONE: 1977-1978 
Now in THREE Convenient Parts 

This greatly expanded, comprehensive edition offers the general collector greater convenience and more 
economy than ever before! Now in three separate parts, the collector can more quickly locate and identify 
his stamps. Over 105,000 entries reflect prices based on today's market averages, and more than 27,500 
sharp illustrations make identification easier than ever! The simplified chronological numbering system 
makes the catalog very easy to use. Helpful historical and geographical information is given for each 
country, indepth coverage of varieties is provided throughout, and key types and watermarks are clearly 
illustratred. 
VOLUME ONE - Part I: British Commonwealth & Ireland (800 pgs.) ... ..... .. .... .. .... .. ... .. .. ..... .. .. 11.95 
VOLUME ONE - Part II : Free Asia & Africa (832 pgs.) ......................... .. ... .... .. .... ... ..... ....... .... ... 11.95 
VOLUME ONE - Part Ill: Latin America (688 pgs.) .... ...... ... .... .. .............................. ...... ...... ... .... .. 9.95 

(Part Ill SOLD OUT! - Reprint: Spring 1979) 

.. . ALL FROM MINKUS, THE CREATIVE PUBLISHER 

All merchandlM avallable at leading dealers across the nation and the stamp & coin department of theM fine stores : 

ATLANTA-Rich"s PITTSBURGH-Kaufmann' a 

BOSTON-Jordan Marsh 

CHEVY CHASE-Woodward & Lathrop 

CHICAGO-Marshall Field & Co. 

CINCINNA TI-Pogua's 

CLEVELANO-The Hlghbee Co. 

COLUMBUS--uzarus 

DENVER-ay-D • F Co. 

DETROIT--J. L Hudson 

GARDEN CITY, N .Y.~lmbala 

HARTFOR~. Fox 

HOUSTOK-Folay'a 

MILWAUKEE, WISC.~lmbala 

NEW YORK~lmbala, Gimbals Eellt 

OAKBROOK, ILL-arahall Field & Co. 

PARAMUS, N .J .~lmbala 

PHILADELPHIA-John Wanamaker 

PORTLANO--Meler & Frank 

RICHMONO-Thalhlmer's 

ROCHESTER-Sibley's 

SAN ANTONIO-Josk•'• of Texas 

SAN FRANCISCO-The Emporium 

SANTA ANA, CA.-Bullock's 

SEATTLE-The Bon March• 

SHERMAN OAKS, CA.-Bullock's 

SKOKIE, ILL-erahall Field & Co. 

ST. LOUIS, MO.-The Famous Barr 

TORRENCE, CA. (Dal Amo)-Bulllock's 

TOWSON, MD.-Hutzlar'a 

VALLEY STREAM, N .Y.~lmbala 

WASHINGTOK-Woodwerd & Lathrop 

WESTCHESTER, N.Y.~lmbala 
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NOWAVAIL•E 1

SCOTT'S 
Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue 

The 1979 Edition 

Volume1 } 
Volume 2 

Volume 3 

Volume 4 

U.S. Specialized 

Avai lable from your Dealer 
or from Scott Publishing Co. 

3 East 57th St., N.Y. , N.Y. , 10022 

.. . the Authority 

-------
- $16. Each 

- $14. Each 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• (ii) 

~S~C~O~T~T~ . ............................. . 
Serving collectors since 1863. 
8 



~~~___, 
..$ "/,,. vit-~ 

anD ALMOST EVERYTHING ELSE! 
if you have a collection, accumulat ion, or individual rarities for sale, contact the leading 
buyers of stamps & covers. At Harris/A & R you can expect prompt, courteous dealings 
and the highest prices possible from our expert philatelic buyers. 

, ------------------ ·••Cl 

WHEN YOU'RE READY TO SELL-,,/~~/'VI rn 
CALL TOLL•FAEE: ,/ a::i;:.::;~~~~- HR-9 ::::: 

,' Bo•ton, MA 022 10 ··•• 

1 • 8 0 0 • 2 2 5 • 7 8 8 8 ,' I have the follo~ing . philateli~ material :: ::~ 
,' for sale and would hke 1nforrnat1on on how ··•• 

' to arrange for its purchase. ··••• 

;~~~:;·~J~~i~i;~
5

,,
2

,,
0

,:>·::~~:- " 1~1: 
My collecttOn consists ol ·· ••• 

SEND IN THE :::::1 
HANDY COUPON ,/ ::::g· 
AT RI G HT. ~~ so .. bott .. i1'm••" :i::: 

d ,' -........_ No. of albums :::::. 

...... ...... •••••• 
.. • • •• 

," Catalog or Ae1a1I Value Est Net V&lue ·• • ••• , .. ::::·· 
• :::::::::::::::: •• • : :;····'=·:-
: ::::::rm:::::: :: i iii\• 
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COLOR IN PHILATELY 
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS CATALOG # 

78-66390 
Orders are now being accepted for the Philatelic Foundation's newest major text 
COLOR IN PHILATELY. 

Color Plates 
COLOR IN PHILATELY contains sixteen full color plates as well as discussions and 
studies of some U.S. classic issues and certain issues of Great Britain, Bermuda, 
Canada, The Confederate States of America and New Zealand. 

Additional Color Supplement 
A very important addition to the book is a full color supplement which explains color 
naming systems. This supplement is held in a special pocket in the back of the book 
and is a new addition since the first announcement of the book was made. 

Graphs and Charts 
In addition to the color printing in the book, there are numerous graphs and charts 
illustrating how color differences are determined. 

Larger Format 
The expanded size of the book and the addition of the color supplement help make this 
one of the important additions to every library. 
10 



Upcoming Stamp Auctions 
at Sotheby Parke Bernet 

February 6 & 7: 
UNITED STATES & FOREIGN 
POSTAGE STAMPS 
Outstanding group of U.S. proofs and essays, German area 
stamps, and an excellent offering of country collections 

On view from Monday, February 5 at 980 Madison Avenue, 
New York 
Illust rated catalogue $2/$3 with prices rea lized, 
sa le no. S-29 

24¢ Ai rmail Invert sold in New York 
on November 20, 1978 for $100,000; 

a record price for a U.S. stamp 

March 12 & 13: 

>{§//k;J,.~ 

- ·-

10¢ 1847 largest multiple known on cover sold in 
New York on October 25 , 1978 for $50,000 

UNITED STATES & FOREIGN 
POSTAL HISTORY 
Including 19th & 20th century covers and the 
extensive co llection of Tristan da Cunha formed by 
Dr. Willi am L. M ayo 

On view at our booth at INTERPEX in New York at 
Madison Square Garden and Monday, March 12 
at 980 Madison Avenue, New York 
lllustfated catalogue $3/$4 with prices rea li zed, 
sa le no. S-30 

Subscriptions for Sotheby Parke Bernet Stamp Au ction 
catalogues are ava ilable. Pri ces rea li zed are included . To 
subscribe, please send $20 (in U.S. , Canada and M exico; 
$40 overseas) to Subscriptions, Sotheby Parke Bernet 
Stamp Au ction Co. , Inc., 158 Deer Hill Avenue, Danbury, 
Ct 06810 

The standard commission charged to sellers is 10%. 
All property sold is subject to a premium of 10% 
payable by all buyers as part of the purchase pri ce. 

Property fo r future sales is currently being accepted. 
We a re available fo r appraisals and guidance 
on philatelic properties. 

1 ¢ Unique Z Gri lie, 
sold in New York on May 25, 1977 

for $90,000 

Sotheby Parke Bernet Stamp Auction Co., Inc. 
158 DEER HILL AVENUE DANBURY, CONNECTICUT 06810 203/743-4458 
January 1979 11 



The above is just one of 50,000 that we have on hand. 

AVAILABLE 
Extensive selections of Postal History items from all corners oI the 

worl d. i do most of my business through the mai l and it wi ll be a pleasure 
to send you a selection of your choice . Please enclose reference and 
price range you wish to stay within, as well as exactly those areas from 
which I should send you material. 

.. . Thank you. 

GARY HENDERSHOTT 
P.O. DRAWER 17428 

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78760 
(512) 288-0450 
12 



COME WITH US 
TO PHILASERDICA '79 
in SOFIA, BULGARIA, city of 
music, roses, history, and culture. 

Join the group trip organized by THOMAS COOK, 
leaving New York May 14, 1979 (last day low season 
fare) and returning to New York May 30, 1979, wi th 
optional side trip to Golden Sands resort on the Black 
Sea. Fares are those in effect November, 1978, and 
are subject to s light change. 

$ 1,062 includes roundtrip Yugoslavian Ai r GIT economy airfare, 
transfers, room with bath at the deluxe Hote l Sofia, continenta l 
breakfast, s ightseeing, specia l d inner-folklore, per person, 
based on double occupancy. Sing le supplement is $ 90 . 

Optional side trip to Golden Sands, Black Sea resort with Casino -
May 2 1 to May 24, room with bath at the deluxe International Hote l, 
airfare, transfers, meals as specified is $190 per person, based on 
double occupancy. Single supplement is $15. 

(Independent reservations and it ineraries at higher airfares can be arra nged .) 

SIGN UP NOW FOR THE GROUP . ............................................ , 
FOR RESERVATI ONS,complete coupon and mail,with deposit 
of $50.00 each , payab le to Tho mas Cook, to: ' 

THOMAS COOK 
587 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 100 17 
Attn: E. Lutz 

(212) 754-2794 

Please rese rve Twin __ Sing le __ Go lden Sands __ 

Name(s) ____________ _ 

Address ______ lllomas 
Cook City ______ State _____ _ 

Phone ______ Zip _____ _ 

Signature---------- The trusted name in travel. Everywhere. 
January 1979 13 



How can a stamp collector avoid 
costly mistakes? 

By going first class, with 
Funk & Wagnalls. 

Funk & "8goalll!IGwde to the 

\\ORLD OF STAMP 
COLLECTING 

Th:! Joys cf 8f.amp Cd n1.ing V.. the 
Beginning am N h'an .. -cd Philat.elist 

with full etMir ilhsmtlon..; 
am 3iiO l:W:k -am-white ?rtosnq:fts 

Vida II ma [ntroductloo by H. s. H. Prtnoe Ran ier 

'! 

How do you make sense out 
of the flood of stamp collecting 
information? Noted expert Viola 
ri ma-me mber of the Collec· 
tor's Club of New York, the 
American Philatelic Society a nd 
other organizatio ns-can s how 
you. She tells you about every­
thing from tongs to albums . 
About stamp dealers , auctio ns , 
stamp clubs . About the ways to 
avoid "rip-offs ." how to use 
collecting as a hedge agains t 
infla tion, and how to exhib it 
s uccessfu lly. TI1ere's even a 
fascinating his tory of the posts as 
well as a look at the collections 
of s uch notables as Theodore 
Steinway a nd King George \ '. 

So. get the book that will help 
you have t11 e best collection­
and investment-you can pos­
s ibly have. 

Willia m 1 !. Miller, Chairman 
of the Phila telic Foundation, 
says : "'lbe b o ok Is well put 
together and flows easily­
essential for the general 
reader. And yet It seem s to 
have a philatelic charm and 
encyclop e dic quality that 
makes It of Interest to and 
Informative for the sea s oned 
collector as we ll a s the 
novice ." 

With fu ll color illus trations 
and 350 black-and-white photo­
graphs . 813.95. 

At you r bookstore or 
direct fro m: r---------, 

T. Y. CROWELL 
Mail Ord~r DepL 6 I26 E 
IO East 53rd S tree t 
:\ew York. :\. Y. 10022 

Please se nd me __ copies ofF l 1:-\K 
& \\' AG NAL LS GU I DE T O T ll E 
WORLD OF ST~\ I P COLLECTING 
@8 I3 .95 each (plu s 75e for pos tage 
a nd ha ndling). I e nclose 0 c hec k 
0 money ordcrfor8 _____ _ 
total. (Please include sales lJlX where 
applicable. ) 

:\:amt' -----------

Addrt>sS----------

C11y __________ _ 

L"::. _ - - ~,,_ - - - J 
14 



Sold by 
Kaufman n's 
in 1977 

Kaufmann's of Washington is recognized as one of the 
nation 's foremost dealers in rare stamps and covers. 

We will buy your stamps outright, or consign to our 
world famous public auctions, whichever is appropriate. 

Stamps for sale? 
Use our toll-free 
hot line ... 

. ~. 800-424-9519 
~ ufmann ;0MH\i 
uctions J 

..... _,:.. . ........ I'll .... 
January 1979 15 



AGAIN! 

ANOTHER RECORD YEAR 

$7 ,557 ,658.00 
OUR 1978 AUCTION REALIZATION 
THE LARGEST VOLUME OF ANY 

STAMP AUCTION IN AMERICA 

(The above figure does not include our non-auction sales, which are 
also in seven figures). 

THE RECORD SPEAKS FOR ITSELF! 
WHETHER A BUYER OR SELLER 

DEAL WITH THE WORLD LEADER 
YEAR AFTER YEAR AMERICA'S 

PREMIER AUCTION HOUSE 

Over 20 sales a year. 
Catalog subscription price $7.50 with prices realized. 
Current catalog free at our offices or $1 .00 by mail . 

AUCTION GALLERIES, I NC. 

120 EAST 56th STREET 
TEL (212) 753-6421 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022 
Established 49 Years 
16 
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Editorial 

U.$.P.$. $TAMP AGENCY 
E ver since Washington imported a 
small army of Madison A venue mar­

keting talent and merchandising huck­
sters, it became obvious that it would 
continue to put postage stamp production 
and sales before the purpose for which 
they were invented 138 years ago. 

Now comes the stunning news that the 
Postal Service has taken another giant 
step in aping profit-hungry governments 
by turning stamps into so much export 
merchandise. 

Last December, newly appointed As­
sistant Postmaster General Gordon Mori­
son announced that a contract had been 
concluded with Hermann E. Sieger, 
S.A ., of Wuerttemberg, for "the exclu­
sive sale of United States stamps and 
philatelic products" to collectors in the 
Federal Republic of Germany. " 

We do not fault this firm, which was 
founded by an highly respected dealer in 
1919, and is now operated by his son. It 
has been highly successful in scoring a 
number of lucrative "scoops," including 
the acquisition and sale of covers carried 
to the moon by Apollo Astronauts. As an 
agent for Paraguay and Uruguay it han­
dles the sale of their stamps in Europe . 

What does stagger us is that the United 
States felt it necessary and expedient to 
peddle stamps abroad to offset postal 
deficits at home and trade deficits on the 
international scene. Also , that in doing so 
it is imitating Australia, Canada, Fujeira , 
Ghana and other lands in producing for, 
and selling to, collectors pictorial stickers 
for the revenue they can produce. 

As a confirmed philatelic purist, we 
feel that postage stamps were invented to 
be used to prepay mail fees for the conve­
nience of the public and postoffice em­
ployees , and that, in fact, they are in a 
class with currency. 

We have been unable to ascertain the 
terms under which our stamps will be sold 
18 
in Germany. Such agencies normally buy 
supplies at from 20 to 50% below face 
value, pocketing the difference for over­
head, advertising, promotion and busi­
ness profits . (Can you imagine the Trea­
sury Department offering dollars to 
currency merchants for less than nominal 
worth?) 

At the same time we would like to 
know what precautions have been taken 
against possible bilking of the Postal 
Service. The Sieger firm is responsible, 
but what if this contract leads to others? 

We recall an instance that came to light 
in 1967. 

The American agent for a foreign coun­
try contracted to sell the latter's stamps 
"to retailers" for a 30% commision dis­
count. In addition to hawking them to the 
philatelic trade, he offered supplies to 
American business firms that had 
branches in the country concerned. 

If they bought in substantial quantities 
the stamps would be sold to them at 15% 
discount from face. They could be 
shipped to the branches and used on mail 
that the country in question would have to 
handle thereby taking a 45 % loss . 

What is most incomprehensible is that 
our Postal Service has undertaken its 
exploitation of collectors by saying it 
wants to "promote philately. " 

It would be enlightening if Mr. Mori­
son would explain just what has been 
done to support philately, and not just use 
its constituency as a source of revenue. 

We haven't yet seen the U.S .P.S. fi­
nancially contributing to the expenses of 
stamp shows, the publication of useful 
philatelic handbooks and similar benefits 
such as has been the practice in Austria , 
Monaco , Finland , Iceland , Switzerland , 
and other responsible postal administra­
tions that have not yet surrendered their 
integrity by engaging agents for foreign 
sales of their stamps . 



The production of postal paper that is 
anticipated to appeal to topicalists and 
other collectors is bad enough. We could 
even tolerate se-tenant pairs, strips, block 
and full panes which can be severed and 
used on mail. We feel however, that other 
items such as the INTERPHIL and CA­
PEX sheetlets have been foisted upon us 
solely with income dollars in mind . One 
official frankly admitted that both were 
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designed so the component stamps would 
be nearly impossible to separate and be 
placed on an envelope for which the 
Postal Service would have to render han­
dling and delivery service! 

Having arrived at second base in its 
stamps sales undertakings, where will the 
Postal Service go from there? What fur­
ther prostitution can collectors and de_al­
ers expect? (E.A .K.) 
Letters to the Editor 

M y copy of the Collectors Club Phi­
latelist, Volume 57, Number 4 , July 

1978, arrived last Friday; And because of 
the delay for the first time I have just been 
able to read and analyse the article which 
also ran in Vol 57 Number 3, May 1978 , 
based upon the paper that I read before the 
Collectors Club in November of last year. 

While as a whole it is correct in the 
story it tells , there are one or two impor­
tant points which must be rectified. 

The first is to be found on Page 156 of 
the May edition second column, 2nd line 
down .. . 'founded in adversity ... I 
never intimated nor do I agree with this 
statement. The Colony was founded by 
'free men ' so that the Continent of Aus­
tralia should not be a purely penal settle­
ment of the British Isles, therefore, I 
would appreciate if this historical fact was 
put right. 

Philatelically; perforating machines 
and the description thereof are important 
as there are several. On Page 159 of the 
May issue, 2nd column top of the page I 
describe the l l 1h - 12 V2 line perforating 
machine and the reason it is described so. 
Yet at the base of the page in this column 
it is described l l 1h x 12 1/2. This is inaccu­
rate and untrue . It is 11 V2 dash l 21h as 
described on page 160 column one final 
paragraph . It is misdescribed again on 
Page 161 column one-it is mis-de­
scribed on three separate occasions . Col­
umn two [it is mis-described again . In the 
July issue on page 237 on the] bottom of 
column one, the text reads .. . 'that it 
was dropped in favour of old the old 12 x 
11 'h comb machine which made its 
comeback in 1904' . . . . This is not 
correct and it should read that it was 
dropped in favour of the new 12 x l l 1h 
comb machine which made its debut in 
1904. 

There had never been a 12 x 11 V2 comb 
machine ever before and neither did I 
suggest there had been . What I did say on 
page 14 of my text was as follows ... 

"The Halfpenny did have three in­
volvements with the 11 V2 12V2 machine 
around the 1890-92 period. January 1893 
a new machine appeared perforating 15 , 
but only lasted until 1895, when the 
perforating 13 took over, only to be 
replaced once again by the perforation 12 
x 11 V2 combination machine in 
1904 .... '' As a result of this I do 
understand how my writing was miscon­
strued to mean that it was an old machine 
rather than a new one. 

The finai correction I would like to 
make to the Article is again on page 237 
July issue, immediately after the 12 x 
11 V2 comb machine. At the top of Col­
umn 2 I stated that South Australia joined 
the UPU in 1893. This is entirely my error 
and should read that it joined UPU 1st 
October 1891 . 

Could you please have the foregoing 
amendments in the Journal so that these 
errors are corrected in print . I am particu­
larly concerned about my Australian 
friends who could be quite hurt by the first 
point that has been mis-construed and will 
certainly wish to have corrected the perfo­
rating machine errors . 

John 0. Griffiths , 
Speen, England 
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CACHETS d' ENTR EES 

A legacy of the Napoleonic Empire, the cachets d'entree were used by France and a 
number of other European countries to ensure the levying of correct postage and the 
keeping of accounts. 

By Martin F. Stempien, Jr. 
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E ntry marks (Fr. cachets d' entree or 
marques de penetration) were a spe­

cial type of postal mark applied by border 
post offices to letters from foreign coun­
tries either passing through France , or to 
be delivered in France, at their point of 
entry into France . These marks indicated 
not only the country of origin of the letter, 

Dr. Stempien is a research chemist 
residing in New York . He is a specialist 
in European postal history with special 
emphasis on the accoaunting marks of 
French postal treaties . 
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but also the exchange office by which the 
letter entered the French mails. Their 
purpose was to insure either that the 
correct postal charges were levied against 
the addressee, in the case of unpaid let­
ters, or, in the case of prepaid letters, that 
the correct portion of the total postage 
paid by the addressor could be debited to 
the account of the dispatching postal au­
thority for carrying the letter in France . 
From about 1815, similar marks were 
used by a number of European countries 
for exactly the same purpose, making 
them another legacy of the Napoleonic 
Empire to be found throughout Europe . 



During the 18th century, and the begin­
ning of the 19th century, postage was a 
complex calculation throughout Europe: 
it depended on both the distance travelled 
and the weight of the letter. While dis­
tances were generally measured in easily 
converted units, units of weight varied 
greatly from country to country, even 
from province to province within some 
countries. This made it necessary for 
agreements on weights and measures to 
be included in all postal treaties. In 
France, the post offices responsible for 
interpreting these regulations, marking 
unpaid letters with values of postage due , 
and keeping accounts of who owed how 
much to whom , were called exchange 
offices. They were originally located 
along the borders, generally in towns 
si tuated on the major trade and travel 
routes between France and its neighbors . 
Corresponding to each of these French 
offices was a foreign exchange office just 
across the border. It was between these 
offices that the mail was actually ex­
changed . 
, . .. ": ~-'· 
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Fig. I. Marques D'Origine. D' Allemagne from London, 1726. De Toscane from Livorno, 1759. 
D'Hollande from Surinam, 1765. 
In addition to marking letters with the 
amount of postage to be collected, these 
offices, during the 18th century, often 
stamped the letters with a mark indicating 
the country from which the letter came. 
Among French collectors , these marks 
are called marques d' origine . Similar 
marks were also used by a number of 
other countries during the same period. 
Therefore, one must be watchful in as­
signing them to a particular postal author­
ity without carefully studying the route 
travelled by each individual letter. Most ; 
however, are of French origin, and are 
found either as a hand-stamped or manu­
script marking on the front of the letter. 

One of the most interesting entry marks, 
from an American point of view, is 
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found on letters from England to France 
from 1779 to 1783 . It consists of a 
circle containing the italic letters D' A B 
(Fig . 2). For many years, this was thought 
to mean D ' ANGLETERRE BOR­
DEAUX , a fact that did not sit well with a 
number of French postal historians. 
France and Great Britain were at war over 
the American Revolution during this peri­
od, therefore no exchange of mail could 
conceivably have taken place at Bor­
deaux . Persistence paid off, and detail s 
were found in French archives which 
indicated that the letters stand for 
D' ANGLETERRE BRUXELLES or 
BELGIQUE . 

The lack of lines of communication 
between French and Briti sh mercantile 
interests due to the American Revolution 
caused great inconvenience throughout 
Europe . To remedy this situation , a treaty 
was negotiated between the two comba­
tants to use Belgium , and specifically the 
post office at Brussels, as a neutral inter­
mediary to pass mail. The port of Ostend 
served as the entry point for Briti sh mail, 
and a special rate was collected in France 
on each letter for that part of the journey 
to and from the port of embarkation. With 
cessation of hostilities between the two 
countries in 1783 , direct exchange of mail 
via Calais was resumed . 

Among other changes, the Revolution 
in France resulted in the takeover and 
running of the postal system as a govern­
ment monopoly. The standardization of 
postal procedures that this brought about 
also led to the tight control of the ex­
change offices by the central authorities 
in Paris . Thus , all mail went to or through 
Paris before journeying to its final desti­
nation. In this way, the revolutionary 
government could easily keep watch on 
who got mail from where: a very impor-
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Fig. 2. Dente Par Cologne from Schweim, 20 
March 1800. 

tant thing in those days when merely 
receiving a letter from abroad opened one 
to suspicion. 

The territorial expansion by France 
during the years following 1792, howev­
er, caused a shifting outward of the ex­
change offices from their original loca­
tions, especially as more and more 
territory became an integral part of metro­
politan France. During this period, many 
new origin marks appeared, especially for 
use on mail from the German States , and 
the Italian peninsula. This situation tend­
ed to complicate both the calculation of 
postage and the keeping of accounts . 
Moreover, when a letter had to be re­
turned to its sender, it was difficult to 
determine by which office it had entered 
France so that accounts could be rectified. 
The exchange office at Cologne intro­
duced, in 1800, seven markings which 
indicated not only the origin of the letter, 
but the exchange office by which it en­
tered France. Examples are shown below: 

This idea was adopted by the central 
postal authority in Paris, and similar type 
markings were issued for each of the 
exchange offices along the French bor­
ders. A chronological list of these stamps 
issued between 1800 and 1814 diagram 
the expanding borders of the Empire. At 
the height of the expansion in 1813, we 
find DANNAMARC P. HAMBOURG in 
the north, and PRIN1e DE LUGUES PAR 
FLORENCE in the south. 

Tied to the introduction of these new 
style entry marks was a new simplified 
manner of calculating international post­
age. It was first formalized in the Postal 
Treaty between France and Thurn and 
Taxis signed on 14 December, 180 I . It 
introduced the concept of "rayon" or 
zone. The area serviced by the Thurn and 
Taxis postal system was divided into four 
rayons depending on distance from the 
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French border. All towns within the same 
rayon paid the same amount to get a letter 
to the French border. In order to facilitate 
exchanges with France, the rayon number 
was incorporated into the departure stamp 
of all Thurn and Taxis post offices as 
shown here . (Fig. 3) 
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Fig. 3. Thurn & Taxis Rayon Marks. 

On the French side of the border, the 
country was divided in similar fashion, 
but in this case the corresponding rayon 
numbers were not incorporated into the 
postmarks . The correct rayon numbers 
were stamped on each letter leaving 
France at the exchange office . 

Thus the calculation of postage for a 
letter became merely the sum of two 
amounts-that due for the French rayon 
plus that due for the Thurn and Taxis 
rayon. This concept was used in all new 
postal treaties negotiated by France, and 
each border had its own series of rayon 
zones. Following the defeat of Napoleon 
in 1814, the return of the borders to their 
pre-war positions resulted in a return to 
the old exchange offices and their corre­
sponding entry marks . 

The return to peace also resulted in the 
negotiation of new postal treaties during 
the last half of the decade . While none of 
these basically changed the rayon system 
of calculating postage, a number of com­
plications were introduced , particularly 
by the treaties with the German States. 
Mail was exchanged with them at a num­
ber of points along the eastern border of 
France: Givet, Strasbourg , Forbach, Sar­
reguemines and Weissembourg . These 
towns are spread along a distance of 200 
miles. The new treaties took the distances 
between the exchange offices into effect 
by creating three different sets of rayon 
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Fig. 6. "Boxed" entry marks. 
zones in France, one for the exchange 
office at Givet, another for the offices at 
Strasbourg and Forbach, and a third set 
for the offices at Sarregemines and Weis­
sembourg . Because of this the rayon 
number of any particular town in France 
would depend on which exchange office 
it was using, making the postage to get a 
letter to Germany changeable . Calais is 
an example of such a town . It was in 
rayon 4 with respect to the exchange 
offices at Strasbourg and Forbach, and 
Sarregemines and Weissembourg, but in 
rayon 3 in respect to the Givet exchange 
office. Similar situations existed for 
about one third of all the French towns . 
On the German side of the border the 
situation was not as complex, all offices 
kept the same rayon number with respect 
to all the exchange offices . This "refine­
ment ," however , so complicated a sim­
ple idea, that it was eliminated in treaties 
in the 1820s and 1830s. (Fig . 4) 

Until about 1819 cachetsd'entree were 
unframed . Two or three lined markings 
were struck on the front of letters in either 
btack or red ink . Following this date, they 
were slowly replaced by a series of mark­
ings having frame lines, but bearing the 
same information. This way, perhaps, to 
slow the wear of the stamp, as well as, to 
give a clearer, more visible impression. 
This second series of markings was in 
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general use until about 1834. (Figs. 5-6) 
Beginning in 1828, the French postal 

authorities tried to develop a new type of 
arrival and departure marking which in­
corporated the date. A straight line type 
was first tried in February of that year; but 
the markings did not stand up well in trial 
and were withdrawn after only a month's 
use . From 1830, however, a series of 
circular marks with a date block in the 
center were tried and found to work well. 
Now both the date and place of departure 
and arrival could be stamped on a letter. 
This style of marking was adopted for 
entry marks in 1834 so that the date of 
entry into France could be recorded on 
each letter. Until their abolition on 1881 , 
the style of the entry marks remained 
roughly the same. The emergence of the 
international railway postal service in the 
1850' s only resulted in an increase in the 
number of marks in use. The changes that 
were made were merely in the size and 
number of circles. Specific "ambulant" 
entry marks were applied to letters as they 
were sorted in the rai lway post offices . 
However, after the beginning of the Uni­
versal Postal Union in 1875, the need for 
these stamps steadily decreased because 
of the uniform postal rate between mem­
ber countries . But it wasn't until 1881 that 
their use became superfluous, and they 
were finally supressed. 
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HOW LONDON LIVES 
A Day At The Post Office 

By W. J. Gordon 

Written in that nostalgic gas-lit era of the nineties, a snug and peaceful time 
that never would be any worse and never would be any better, this tour of the 
London Post Office lets us explore that world again. 

N l:'.W GEJ'oiERAL POST OF FI CE, ST. MAR T IN "S· U :-G RAND. 
T he Post Office is the most popular of 
our Government Departments . It is 

the one in which all take an interest, and 
of which all have some personal acquaint­
ance. There are few, however , who have 
any idea of the amount of organisation 
required for its successful working. A 
telegram is sent or received, a letter is 
dropped into a pillar-box or comes flutter­
ing through the front door, but the number 
who can tell how the telegram was dealt 
with, or how the letter was picked out 
from thousands and duly delivered at its 
address, is strangely limited . 

Let us visit St. Martin's-le-Grand to­
gether and see how the communications 
of the Londoners are dealt with . And first , 
taking things in the order we come across 
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them, let us say a few words with regard 
to the Telegraph Department, now 
housed in the buildings at the comer of 
Aldersgate and Newgate Streets . 

The upper floor of this conspicuous 
block is devoted to the metropolitan cir­
cuits, while the old room is fully occupied 
by the provincial wires . This lower floor 
seems an immense area, furnished with 
scores of long mahogany counters, dotted 
confusedly with countless punchers, re­
ceivers, and transmitters, single needles, 
rheostats, relays, and sounders, all in full 
swing. After the eye becomes accus­
tomed to the crowd , we find that we have 
entered at the press end, and that immedi­
ately in front of us a message has arrived 
on the usual 'flimsy' from one of the news 



agencies for simultaneous despatch to the 
great towns of the North . The opportunity 
is too good to be lost, and we keep eager 
watch on what takes place. 

The message is handed to a ' puncher,' 
who sits before a pigmy piano and pro­
ceeds to punch on paper tapes a series of 
holes, doing duty for the dots and deshes 
of the Morse alphabet. Two lines of holes 
are used, and for every letter a hole is 
made on each side of the central line . 
When the holes are opposite each other 
the two holes stand for a dot , when the 
holes are stamped diagonally the pair do 
duty for a dash . The tapes come gliding 
out of the piano at the rate of about sixty 
words a minute , and as six tapes are 
stamped simultaneously , food for six 
transmitters is at once provided . The rate 
of the transmitter is, however, five times 
that of the puncher, and to get the most 
out of each machine is no easy task. 
Business is now rather slack, the com­
mercial work has ended for the day and 
the press work has hardly begun; but 
about eight o'clock things will wake up 
considerably, and we should then see 
these perforated tapes curling and flutter­
ing all over the tables, and passing from 
hand to hand about as plentifully as shav­
ings in a carpenter's shop . 

We see the six tapes taken off each to 
its transmitter; and then, with a screw of 
the handle to the clockwork, each begins 
to run through , while the needle arrange­
ment works away on the principle of the 
Jacquard loom, the holes in the strip 
permitting the contact which at the receiv­
ing-station results in the paleblue ribbon 
issuing from the receiver marked with the 
familiar dashes and dots. A beautifully 
simple piece of mechanism is this receiv­
er. It consists essentially of a tiny wheel 
revolving in ink. Each time the contact is 
made by the needles of the transmitter the 
current is sent round the coil of the 
receiver, resulting in its iron becoming a 
magnet as long as the contact lasts. This 
temporary magnet attracts the arm on 
which the ink-wheel works and keeps it 
pressed against the paper. As soon as the 
current ceases the wheel drops, and the 
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tape runs on unmarked. The length of the 
dash thus corresponds to the duration of 
the current, and by aid of the short and 
long dashes the message is rapidly reeled 
off. 

After eight o'clock at night, during 
election and other verbose times, it is not 
unusual for half a million words to pass 
through these machines, and even three­
quarters of a million have been reached on 
occasions when several streams of elo­
quence have had to flow in at full pres­
sure . 

Just as the mails are worked by roads 
so the telegraphs are worked by circuits, 
special circuits being formed as occasions 
arise. In the event of its being required for 
different towns on the circuit to take off 
simultaneously, a signal to that effect is 
given; and while the terminal station gets 
the message on tape the others on the road 
read it off from the sounder as it passes 
through . For duplicate messages tapes are 
used , but the instruments most in vogue 
are these sounders, and as we pass along 
the tables we see dozens of them , each 
steadily pegging away under its mahog­
any hood, while the clerk close by takes 
down the mechanical dictation . A strange 
effect have these metallic chatterboxes, 
each gifted with a distinct tone of its own, 
so that no two brass babies cry exactly 
alike. To increase the strength of the 
voice a relay is used, the relay being 
simply an arrangement by which the fee­
ble whispers of the wire are received and 
given forth with greater power. Relays, 
too , have another use . On long circuits 
they come in to stimulate the current to 
further effort. The Irish messages, for 
instance , are all relayed at Llanfair before 
they are sent across the Irish Sea. 

On our way down the room we reach 
the 'test box ,' a large mahogany brass­
knobbed board to which the wires that 
enter the building are all led. From the 
screw to which they are fastened a wire 
goes to the instrument, and this wire has 
to pass through another test box before it 
reaches the battery below. There are thus 
two breaks in every wire , and by this 
means it is rendered pooss ible to find out 
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at once in the event of a failure of conduc­
tion if the fault is in the outside wire, the 
instrument, or the cell. Counting bells 
and internal wires, there are about 2,000 
on the knobs, but of these only some 700 
are outsiders. 

The battery-room is in the basement. 
There three miles of shelving carry the 
30,000 cells that keep the wires alive in 
charge of a staff sufficient to clean and 
attend to each cell at least once a fort­
night. A cheerless silent chamber is this 
heart of our telegraph system, where the 
enormous accumulation of electric power 
labours and waits in crockery jars mar­
shalled side by side in regular rows like 
the jam-pots in a housekeeper's cup­
board . 

But we have not yet finished aloft. 
On the upper floor of all we are among the 
metropolitan wires . Here, as below, the 
clerks are men and women, not working 
apart as in the old days, but all together 
and apparently on equal terms. One dif­
ference there is, we learn, and that is that 
while both men and women each have 
their eight-hour tum of day duty, it is the 
men alone who do the seven hours' work 
required from a proportion of the staff 
during the night. 

Here for the first time we notice the 
important part played by pneumatic des­
patch tubes in our telegraphic system. 
Instead of being handed about from floor 
to floor the messages are sent along in the 
carriers. These carriers are cylinders of 
vulcanite cased with felt, and sucked by 
air through leaden tubes on the familiar 
principle of the pump. All the London 
messages pass through the central office. 
We are standing opposite an instrument 
on which is the label 'Old Kent Road.' A 
message is signalled, sounded off, and 
written; and to our surprise we find it is 
intended for Brixton, to the instrument 
connected with which it is duly carried 
and wired away . So it is with the whole 
metropolis, which it has been found desir­
able to deprive of all cross wires. Many of 
the messages from the larger London 
centres never get on the wires till they 
come here, the originals being forwarded 
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through the tubes in the carriers. 
The machinery for this pneumatic 

service is one of the ' sights ' of the Post 
Office. A telegraphic instrument is an 
unobtrusive brass affair in a mahogany 
box not half as imposing as a microscope. 
To understand it requires technical 
knowledge, to describe it requires techni­
cal sketches, and the average mind is 
satisfied to grasp the general principles as 
taught in the text-books, and leave the 
details as a profitless mystery . But the 
case is different with the pneumatic ma­
chinery . In the basement are four huge 
Galloway boilers. These work first a 
couple of engines, one to pump water 
from the artesian well , the other to drive 
the pulping machine close handy, in 
which , after being kept for two months, 
the used telegram forms are reduced to 
pulp , so that waste paper never leaves the 
premises to get into improper hands . But 
their chief use is to furnish steam for the 
three large engines on the floor above . 
One of these is at rest in reserve, and two 
are at work pumping air into the reservoir 
for use in the pipes. 

The bell-like mouths of the intake, a 
foot and more in diameter, open opposite 
to each other, and into them the air is 
alternately drawn. As we hold our hands 
in front we feel our coat sleeves flutter, 
and can realise the truth of the tale that is 
told us of how some short time before a 
gentleman, thoughtlessly holding his hat 
over the bell, had it whisked out of his 
grasp, to be swallowed bodily by the 
machine. The engine-room is a model of 
brightness and polish, and the 50 horse­
power engines , with their fifteen-feet fly­
wheels and leisurely oscillating beams , 
remind one of the familiar Comish pump­
ers working with a staid regularity that is 
quite mesmeric in its rhythm . The vacu­
um valves blow off at 20 lb . to the square 
inch, the pressure-valves at 14 lb ., and 
the air in compression gives out so much 
heat that we can hardly hold the hand 
against the main. 

On the floor above is the central hall , 
the chief attraction perhaps of the new 
building . It is a handsome pillared apart-
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ment originally designed for the Accoun­
tant-General and cruelly spoiled architec­
turally by the use to which it has been put. 
It is the centre of the London pneumatic 
system , and has thirtythree main-line 
tubes coming in from the outside. These 
are curved and arched round the hall so as 
to give it the look of a huge mechanical 
organ; and the resemblance is increased 
by the many table tubes communicating 
with the floors above. As we stand by the 
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main row of pipes we hear the signal, and 
the dial tells us that there is a carrier in the 
tube from Charing Cross . Waiting for 
four minutes, the handle is adjusted, there 
comes a sullen thump, and out of the end 
of the pipe is taken a felt cylinder, which 
on being opened is found to contain forty 
m~ssages , all of which are immediately 
sorted into metropolitan and provincial 
and despatched above. Four minutes have 
thus been taken up in transit. Had the 
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messages been sent by wire they would 
have had to follow in rotation, and half­
an-hour at least would have been occu­
pied in their transmission. We are some­
what angry at the disillusion; we had 
unreasonably imagined that electricity 
could beat anything-and so it does if the 
distances be only long enough . And with 
an expression of regret that the tubes 
should under any circumstances eclipse 
the wires, we leave the telegraph build­
ings and betake ourselves to the letter 
office over the way . 

Here is another central hall, but how 
differently is it occupied! We have left the 
placid grove of tubes for a wild sea of 
letters, amid which long lines of men are 
working for their lives, snatching up 
spoils from the milky waves. This is the 
sea of 'sortation,' and the tide is rising at 
an alarming rate, for we are here at the 
busiest time on the busiest day of the 
week. The Postmaster-General says that 
he receives 1, 700 millions of letters and 
postcards per annum, of which nearly a 
third are delivered in London. The num­
ber is vast-too vast, perhaps, to be 
impressive . But as we look down on that 
rippling, shivering flood of white we 
cannot help thinking that the statement is 
much below the mark, and that somehow 
'per annum' should be read 'per might.' 

Making our way down the lines of 
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sorters, we are led to one of the sources of 
the sea-the back of the boxes beneath 
the portico of St . Martin's-le-Grand . 
There are in this world some well-mean­
ing people who have built up what they 
are pleased to call a 'science' on the palms 
of men's hands; if at any time the backs 
should be thought worthy of similar hon­
our, here are specimens by the thousand . 
The letters come flying and dropping and 
raining in as if they were the flakes of 
some furious snowstorm, and above the 
upper edge of the shower is a long line of 
human hands, with their knuckles to­
wards us, and their fingers spread out in 
sorts, sizes, shapes , and makes sufficient 
to satisfy the most exacting chiromaniac . 
Suddenly the clock strikes, the huge 
mouth shuts with a snap, in goes the lid to 
the funnel below, and the drops from the 
dying storm patter on the wood-too late. 

The baskets are taken away from 
beneath the shoots, leaving the lid to 
withstand the stream, and the letters are 
shot out on to the tables, first of all to be 
faced . This facing is a very speedy perfor­
mance, although during it a rough sorta­
tion, or rather a weeding-out of irregulari­
ties, goes on . From the facing table we 
follow the letters to the stampers, who not 
only mark the letters, but take note of the 
numbers. This counting is done almost 
automatically in batches of fifty, the fifty-



first stamp being in each case made on a 
strip of paper instead of on a letter so that 
the number of stamps on the strip gives 
the fifties that have passed through the 
stampers' hands. There is more in this 
stamping than at first sight appears. Away 
in one of the galleries is the stamp rack in 
charge of an officer whose duty it is to 
change the stamps with every mail. Every 
stamp used differs from the others in its 
marks , and every mail has a different 
stamp , and each stamper has to get his 
stamp from the rack and sign for it in a 
book on its delivery to him . The stamp on 
the letter thus shows, not only the office 
from which the letter was despatched , but 
the mail by which it was sent , and the 
person by whom the impression was 
made . This hand-stamping seems, how­
ever, to be a somewhat antique contri­
vance, and we are not surprised to find in 
our wandering a stamping machine 
worked with a treadle , which does its 
work at a rate of 450 a minute , and gets 
through a million in a fortnight, and by 
means of numbered rollers keeps account 
of every letter that passes through its 
teeth . 
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side by side along the table on which the 
heaps of miss ives have been shot. In front 
of them are a series of pigeon-holes with 
labels on square bars so that each hole can 
do duty for four different localities at 
different times of the day , and into these 
holes the letters are swiftly dealt. The rate 
of sorting depends much on the letters , 
but in good hands as many as fifty can be 
got through in a minute . The rate may 
sometimes sink to thirty-five, the person­
al equation of course coming in . The 
easiest letters to sort are those in good 
envelopes of commercial size all clearly 
written, such as come in from the city 
offices . Clerks now write so well that 
there is seldom a difficulty in dealing with 
office letters . It is in the case of outsiders 
and the foreign mails that the oft-quoted 
curiosities are so frequent. Postcards, 
too , are a sore trial to the sorters; they are 
not milled enough to make them slip , they 
cling together so that it is difficult to 
separate them, and it is really painful to 
watch an active sorter pulled up short by a 
pair of obstinate cards that refuse to part 
company. Verily those who are anxious 
to assist in a good cause and minimise the 
SORTl;> G U : TTERS . 
After the stamping comes the first 
sortation into the main lines or 'roads' 
which the letters will have to travel. 

The sorters stand close together side 
waste of work might bear in mind these 
sorting difficulties and entrust their corre­
spondence to the post in the familiar 
shape in which it is most easily dealt with. 
29 



THE H OS P ITAL, 
Some folks seem to fancy that any­
thing is good enough for the post. Here is 
a mysterious parcel all hollows and angles 
covered loosely with whitey-brown paper 
and with odds and ends of wood sticking 
out through the tears. We follow it to the 
'hospital,' where all such cripples have to 
go to be patched up if possible to stand the 
toils of transit . The mysterious packet 
contains an assortment of wooden toys 
and a bow-and-arrow arrangement which 
have been loosely wrapped up in cap 
paper, and cheerily entrusted to the tender 
mercies of the letter bag with a label just 
slipping from the end. And yet articles are 
' lost in the post.' How remarkable! And 
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this delightful letter is not the only cripple 
by very many . Here are envelopes burst 
by their contents, boxes smashed in the 
basket, letters posted open, and the 
'cases' more or less serious come in a 
continuous stream to be plastered up with 
wax or bandaged or bound , and got rid of 
for the mail in preparation. 

Some of the letters are not addressed 
at all, and some bear characters that 
would defy even a Rawlinson. These go 
to the 'blind' pigeon-hole, and find their 
way thence to the gentlemen whose pleas­
ing duty it is to try long shots at probabil­
ities, and decipher the apparently indeci­
pherable . As we stand by the desk a 



Janu
THE 1 BLIND OFFICE '.' 

1 The envelope in the corner of this ill ust ration is a copy of an 
address that came into the office while our artist was there. 
veritable puzzler is taken up--a Welsh 
word three inches long , all ups and downs 
and quivers and points that may do duty 
for every consonant in the alphabet. 
Above the table is a long series of manu­
script volumes containing the name of 
every village in the kingdom, even of 
many solitary houses, for the rural post­
men have orders to report each new name 
to their branch , and from the branch the 
report comes to head-quarters, where it is 
duly indexed for the benefit of these 
leaders of the blind. A reference to this 
extensive gazetteer, fuller by far than the 
census reports , reveals the fact that the 
caligraphic mystery is intended for a 
ary 1979 
sweet little spot in Radnor, and the almost 
indecipherable being thus replaced by the 
almost unpronounceable, the missive is then 
sent forth on to the Welsh road. The next 
enigma we notice is addressed in school­
boy hand to some one at 'Grove.' ' Which 
grove? What grove? How many groves 
are there?' we ask. ' At least fifty . That 
will have to go back through the Dead 
Letter Office.' And the parcel to Grove is 
despatched to its fate. The next is an 
address with 'C.D. ' at the end. After due 
deliberation the mystery is unravelled. 
But what does " C.D." stand for?' 
'County Durham, it seems . ' And so on, 
and so on . The '. blind ' come dropping in 
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and are dealt with as they come by these 
four genial guessers, who, to us , hold the 
most enviable position in the room . 

We are shown the album of curiosi­
ties. What a pity it is that the late Mr. 
Mulready did not have a peep at this 
volume before he designed his famous 
envelope, 'approved by the Royal Acade­
my ,' and quizzed by everybody else! 
Most remarkable are some of these draw­
ings; elephants , ostriches , donkeys, 
horses, butterflies , damsels, negroes, and 
rustics all do duty as stamp-carriers; and 
here and there a really well-drawn figure 
makes us regret that the time of a talented 
man should have been so wasted . Of the 
strange addresses the least said the better. 
They are simply indescribable, and would 
lose all their beauty in regular type. Arte­
mus Ward sinks into insignificance in 
face of these astounding perverters of our 
native tongue. 

But let us return to sortation. From 
the primary sortation the letters go to the 
subdividing-table, thence they go to the 
road officers, and thence they find their 
way into the bag. Each of these steps is 
but a repetition of the primary sortation, 
and we duly note them and pass on. In one 
corner of the room we come upon another 
phase of Post Office business. Here are 
the letters being prepared for despatch in 
the E.C. district. They are first split up 
into groups, then into walks, and are then 
handed over to the postmen , who sort 
their own rounds so that the letters come 
in the order of their journey. 

From here we make our way below 
to the Parcel Post Office , where the same 
proceedings are in progress , the packages 
dealt with only differing in size. The 
pigeon-holes are replaced by baskets, the 
bags are replaced by the hampers. A 
certain quiet reigns here, unlike the fever­
ish haste on the floors above, though forty 
million packages pass through the depart­
ment in a year, seven million of them 
being delivered in London. There is no 
' rush ' to-night; all is serene, and the 
parcels will be got off without difficulty . 

Returning to the letter floor we find 
the bags still coming in and being shot out 
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on to the tables, the empty bags them­
selves being bundled up and thrown 
through a trap-door to the bag-store be­
low . Leaving this hall for a time, we 
ascend to the newspaper room , where 
somewhat different arrangements pre­
vail. It is impossible to size and face 
newspapers and book-packets, and they 
have to be dealt with individually; hence 
the stamping is a slow process, the pack­
ets having to be taken up and stamped one 
by one . The feature of this room is per­
haps the desk for the detectives up aloft, 
whose business it is to go round the tables 
and select such packets as appear suspi­
cious . It says either much for their sagac­
ity or little for our honesty , that of the 
packets they select over twenty-five per 
cent are chargeable with excess on ac­
count of the written communications they 
contain . It is curious what a deal of 
trouble some men will take to ' dodge the 
post,' but it is best, perhaps, to give no 
details; and we leave the detectives at 
their work, hoping that the number of 
those who think it worth while to be 
dishonest for· a halfpenny may soon grow 
less. Cumbrous are some of these book­
packets; and now and then when, as to­
night, the report of some large society is 
being sent out, the mail is very heavy. 
One of the great difficulties in Post Office 
business is the meeting of these sudden 
rushes, for no matter how much work 
there may be to do, it must always be done 
to the same time. The mail must not be 
stopped , and the flow of bags into the 
yard below must go on unchecked till 
eight o'clock, when it must suddenly 
cease. The object of all the activity 
around us is to get rid of the bags down the 
shoot. As soon as the last bag has sped 
past the tellers and slipped out into the 
night the strife is at an end. 

Leaving the newspapers, we make 
our way to the Registered Letter Branch, 
where the same sortation is going on , with 
this difference, however, that no letter 
passes from one man to another without a 
signature. There being little here to detain 
us , we hasten on to the Foreign Depart-

Continued on page 47 



A PROBLEM OF IDENTIFICATION 

Separating t.he U.S. 1869 Pictorials From the 1875 Special Printing 

By Robert Odenweller 

Paper mesh may be the solution to separating one printing of an issue from 
another. Robert Odenweller presents a new technique that may make such 
determinati-0n a simple matter for most U.S . printings . 
T he first pictorial issues of the United 
States are usually quite easily identi­

fied by the presence of a grill which has 
been impressed into the paper, breaking 
the fibers and intended to prevent clean­
ing and reuse of the stamp . In some cases 
the grill may be faint while on others it 
may be misplaced to form desirable varie­
ties such as a split grill, in which the grill 
pattern falls on the margins of the stamp 
in two (or sometimes four) locations. 
Further examples are known in which the 
grill has been omitted. Were it that this 
regular issue was the only one printed, 
these would not be much of a mystery . 

But in 1875, the designs were reprint­
ed, presumably for sale at the time of the 
Centennial Exhibition, even though they 
were not ultimately sold there . These later 
stamps had no grills and were relatively 
few in number (l ,406 to 4,755 sold of 
10,000 of each printed.). There occurs a 
problem, then, in telling the stamps of the 
later Special Printing from the earlier 
regular issue, particularly if whatever 

Robert Odenweller is an airline pilot 
residing in New Jersey. He has recently 
completed his extensive monograph on 
the " Samoa Palm Trees Issues." He 
indulges in philatelic research on a vari­
ety of topics. 
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grill is present may be faint or even ironed 
out . 

Basically , the test for the genuine Spe­
cial Printings has been to compare them 
with known genuine copies. The paper of 
the Special Printings is whiter , the shade 
of the stamp is reasonably distinctive, 
often in the form of brighter colors, and 
careful observers have found that the 
designs seem to be of different sizes 
between the two printings, with occasion­
al speculation that a different sized die 
was used . Careful matching of height and 
width usually permits one to arrive at a 
reasonably safe conclusion based on these 
criteria. These differences may be sum­
marized ·in table form . (see Table I). 

This is a fine process-if you happen to 
have a set of the Special Printings for 
comparison . But for those who don't, 
how can a collector know what he has 
unless he sends anything he suspects to be 
different to an expert committee such as 
the Philatelic Foundation to be exper­
tized? 

As a specialist in a number of fields, I 
have found a particular technique of look­
ing at stamps to be most useful. It has 
direct application in many issues of a 
number of countries, the most recent in 
my personal contact being Samoa. This 
"tool" is the ability to recognize the 
mesh of the paper of the stamp. (See the 
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CCP, Vol.54 #I , Jan . 1975 , pp 16, 17) . 
Mesh usually runs either horizontally or 
vertically with respect to the design of the 
stamp , depending on how the paper was 
made and used . Differences in mesh are 
often quite plain and have made the prob­
lem of sorting out some issues of stamps 
simple in instances where on the other 
hand the disregarding of or not knowing 
how to use mesh can make one spend 
hours looking at a stamp and still not be 
sure what he has. 

Mesh seems to offer a simple test to 
separate the 1869 pictorials from the Spe­
cial Printings. How this can be done 
requires an understanding of mesh. 

First, consider how the paper is made . 
A screen, similar in manufacture to ordi­
nary home window screen, is used in the 
paper making process . Looking closely at 
such a screen, you will observe that one 
set of wires has alternately been pushed or 
pulled , with a straight wire inserted per­
pendicular and between them at equal 
intervals (Fig . 1.) . The rise of the undu­
lating set of wires impresses a very tiny 
weakness in the paper, which often takes 
the form of a tiny diamond or dash. These 
all line up in one direction or the other and 
form the " warp " of the paper, a term that 
comes from textile weaving which is done 
the same way in which the screen is made. 
The warp is also the mesh direction . 

The strength of the paper is in the 
direction of the mesh. In modem stamps, 
the mesh must run in the direction that the 
roll of paper runs continuously through 
the press , as it is necessary to maintain 
quite a bit of tension on the paper to 
accomplish a proper print. 

A visual demonstration of how mesh 
operates may be made with a piece of 
ordinary newspaper. By taking a full 
sheet and attempting to tear an even strip 
parallel to one side, you will find either 
that it is very easy to do or that the tear 
will take off towards the side. By turning 
the paper 90° and trying again, the oppo­
site will happen . The direction in which 
the straight tear was made is the direction 
of the mesh, and therefore the direction 
that the roll of paper went through the 
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printing press. 
The strength given to the paper in the 

direction of the mesh also has another 
characteristic: Shrinkage of the paper is at 
a minimum in that direction . In the other 
direction, across the mesh, much more 
shrinkage will usually take place. 

This was the clue that inspired me to 
inspect the U. S . first pictorials for mesh 
correlation. It is, incidentally , equally 
valid as a possible test for differentiation 
between stamps of other similar appear­
ing issues which are known to measure 
different amounts in design height and 
width . If two stamps have this difference, 
you may expect to find that the variety 
which is tall and narrow will be on 
vertical mesh paper and the short and 
wide one will be on horizantal mesh 
paper . This holds true for almost all 
values of the pictorials that I have ob­
served of both issues. Figure 2 show how 
these corre lations worked out. 

Shrinkage of paper is a natural aspect 
of engraved stamps in particular, since 
the paper for these (as well as some other 
printing processes) must be damp for the 
best impress ion. As the paper is moist­
ened it expands and as it dries it contracts, 
but more so, as we have seen, in the 
direction across the mesh. Thus, an issue 
printed from the same plate, though one 
might expect it to retain the same dimen­
sions, will give two different sized results 
if the mesh of the paper of one is horizon­
tal and the other vertical. Keen observers 
may ask at this point if mesh may be used 
for a valid test in the case of sheet fed 
rather than rotary press printings. The 
answer is-yes. Mesh still is present and 
the characteristics still occur. 

In the regular 1869 issues, the six lower 
values appear to have been printed on 
horizontal mesh paper, thus making the 
designs shorter and wider than the Special 
Printings which were printed on vertical 
mesh paper for the same values . The 
higher values reverse this pattern , with 
the 15c , 24c , and 90c on vertical mesh 
paper while the Special Printings of these 
values were on horizontal mesh paper. 
The 30c is the only value which might 



possibly have been printed on both hori­
zontal and vertical mesh paper for both 
the regular and the Special Printings. I 
cannot even begin to imagine why this 
would be so, but it just happens that the 
few examples I have observed seem to 
offer conflicting information. Any sug­
gestions would be interesting and wel­
come. More observation of the 30c is 
needed . The second reissue of the le 
(Scott # 133) is also on vertical mesh 
paper which is thicker and softer. Finally , 
the paper of the 3c, I Oc and 12c (Scott 
#'s 125, 127 & 128) is somewhat more 
opaque than the others. 

At this point it should be mentioned 
that those who use mesh regularly do so 
with regard to the direction of the water­
mark also in mind . Since most U. S . 
stamps, and the 1869 issue in particular, 
have no watermark, this distinction is less 
obvious. The direction of the mesh on 
these issues is, therefore, a function of 
paper production and shape, which gov­
erned placement on the press . As all the 
values through the 12c were printed in 
two panes of 150 each while those from 
the 15c were printed in single panes of 
JOO, an answer might be indicated. The 
placement of the lower values was fixed 
by the shape of the sheet , and it would 
appear that the orientation of the mesh 
was horizontal in the originally manufac­
tured paper, while the paper of the Special 
Printings was made so that the mesh 
happened to be vertical. Although the 
relatively square format of the sheets of 
the higher four values would permit 
placement of a piece of paper in either 
direction , it is not illogical to assume that 
the same paper had been used as for the 
lower values, but cut into smaller sheets 
for the smaller plates . If, in this cutting, 
the sheets produced would have been 
more easily handled by the printer in the 
90° orientation to the plate, the observed 
differences would be readily accounted 
for. If my small sampling is correct, some 
of the 30c might have been placed in each 
direction in each printing-by two differ­
ent pressmen?) 

It remains then to learn how to "see" 
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the mesh of these papers . First, locate a 
copy of any of a number of stamps from 
the 1890 issue, the Columbian issues or 
the first Bureau Issues. Most of these are 
printed on a paper with a fairly readily 
seen mesh. By holding the stamp up to the 
light and looking at it from the back , the 
"diamonds" of the mesh will be seen, 
usually more readily in places behind 
portions of no printing ink on the design 
of the front. When you have looked at a 
few of these you should be able to see the 
differences not only in the intensity of the 
mesh , but more importantly you should 
be able to see the direction in which the 
mesh is running . Coarser stamp papers 
make this job more easy . As you look at 
these, you will have more of an ll~precia­
tion of the differences and yet Hill be able 
to see the less distinct ones knowing that 
they will be similar in appearance to the 
more easily seen ones . 

A different tes ~ , favored by some 
mesh-conscious observers, is the "curl" 
test. Modern stamps, if left to sit under 
certain conditions , usually somewhat hu­
mid and warm , will noticeably tend to 
curl up from the surface on which they are 
lying . The direction of the curl is indica­
tive of the direction of the mesh. For 
example, if lying design side up , the top 
and bottom margins of the stamp remain 
on the surface and the horizontal part of 
the center lifts upward, the mesh of the 
paper is horizontal. If the sides remain on 
the surface and the vertical center lifts, 
the mesh is vertical. Curling of these 
stamps and the earlier ones may be in­
duced by cupping them in your hand and 
breathing gently on them. If for some 
reason the stamp should curl in the oppo­
site direction, that is, while lying design 
side up the center stays down and the top 
and bottom or the sides lift off the surface, 
then you may have excellent reason to 
suspect that the stamp has been doctored, 
such as by having a backing added to it. 
Normal stamps do not usually behave this 
way . Finally, in this regard, it may even 
be possible to observe a stamp, from 
across the room, which someone else has 
been examining, and by the curl of the 
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stamp and knowing what to expect from 
the mesh, come to a preliminary conclu-
sion regarding the identity of the stamp . It 
should be stressed that this "test," espe-
cially when the results are not very posi-
tive, must always be considered secon-
dary to actually seeing the mesh. 

Now try the low values of the regular 
(grilled) issues of the 1869 pictorials . The 
mesh should be seen to be horizontal. If 
not, go back and look at the easier ones. 
Sometimes putting the stamp in water-
mark fluid helps, or for some, watching it 
dry out after being put into the fluid may 
turn the mesh pattren. Practice seems to 
be the only way that the ability is <level-
oped. I prefer holding it up to a bright 
light and looking at the back. Occasional-
ly returning to those stamps that have the 
more pronounced mesh will help rejuve-
nate your eye to see them. 

Finally, a few cautions and possibili-
ties are in order. Due to the relatively 
small number of stamps observed in 
reaching this hypothesis (about 600 of the 
regular issues and 70 reissues) , there is 
always the possibility that there could 
exist an exception to the rule . So far, the 
rule seems fairly useful and reliable. 
Time will tell as others look at the mesh , 
36 
too . Also, assuming that this test will 
stand up to close scrutiny by all interested 
observers, it may be much easier to arrive 
at a conclusion on "without grill" varie-
ties than ever before , barring , of course, 
those which have merely been ironed out. 
Indeed , all but three values are li sted in 
Scott' s Catalogue as existing "without 
grill" . These varieties are certainly possi-
ble results of the production process, but 
identification is rendered quite difficult 
due to the Special Printings. It is quite 
likely that a number of stamps, heretofore 
assigned as or assumed to be Special 
Printings, may turn out to be the scarcer 
variety "without grill" and identifiable 
as such by the mesh direction test. A 
special note of interest in this regard is 
that this test does not require that the 
stamps be unused and with original gum 
in order to be valid, as is presently re-
quired of the variety. 

Mesh is a very useful tool and yet is one 
rarely used in looking at the stamps of a 
number of countries which could make 
good use of it . This is only the first of a 
number of poss ible uses of mesh on 
United States stamps. The scope of its 
application is limited only by the imagi-
nation of its users. 
Grill 
Gum 
Color 
Impression 
Perforations 
Cancellations 
Types of 15t 
Paper 
Mesh 

Table I 
1869 Regular Issue 
Usually present 
Yellowish 
Less rich, various shades 
Not unusually sharp 
Perforated 12 
Targets, CDS, Fancy cork 
Type I, U 
Variable, white to grayish 
See Table II 

1875 Special Printing 
None 
Clear or "White", crackly 
Often brighter, distinctive shade 
Quite good 
Perforated 12 
(New York) Registry oval, cork 
Type III 
Fairly bright white 

Table U 
Denomination Scott# Mesh Scott# Mesh Scott# Mesh 

Regular 1869 Issue 1875 Special Printing 1880 Reissue 
It 112 Horizontal 123 Vertical 133 Thick Vertical 
2t 113 Horizontal 124 Vertical 
3¢ 114 Horizontal 125 Opaque vertical 
6¢ 115 Horizontal 126 Vertical 
10¢ 116 Horizontal 127 Opaque vertical 
12¢ 117 Horizontal 128 Opaque vertical 
15¢ 118, 119 Vertical 129 Horizontal 
24¢ 120 Vertical 130 Horizontal 
30t 121 Vert. (& Horiz. ?)131 Horiz. (&Vertical?) 
90¢ 122 Vertical 132 Horizontal 



Fig. 1. The wires of this piece of screen are similar to those used in the papermaking process . 
The ones coming from the illustration to the viewer's right are relatively straight while the 
others weave above and below them. Each of the latter group of wires goes above the level of the 
screen and may be seen in the finished product . 

• • 
• • 

• • • • .. 
• 
• 

Fig. 2. This portion of the selvage of an issue on watermarked paper shows the way in which the 
diamonds line up in a specific direction, in this case horizontally. The light horizontal line 
bottom and a portion of the reversed letter Pat the left are from the watermark of this example 
caused by the addition of "bits" to the screen which make longer thinned areas of the 
watermark. 
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Fig. 3. On the left is the regular issue , the portion in the clear area under the wing at the left 
showing the horizontal mesh most clearly. The Special Printing on the right shows the vertical 
mesh in the margin, particularly at the right. (This illustration made by transmitted light, 
shows some of the scrapings of the lucite holder.) 

Fig. 4. Superimposing a regular issue with a Special Printing is the more usual method that has 
previously been used to distinguish the two. The width of the printed image often may vary 
between the two printings due to paper shrinkage, but is not by itself sufficient to make a 
distinction. Width of the stamp may vary due to perforations and may give a false impression of 
whiteness of paper or a wider printing, leading to misidentification. Use of mesh may avoid this 
problem. 
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COLOMBIA 
PLATING THE "CUBIERT AS" OF 1870 TO 1883 

By Alex Rendon 

The fourth of Alex Rendon 's series on plating the colorful ''Insured Letter 
Stamps '' of Colombia covers the seven different printings between 1870 and 
1883 . 

In 1870 a completely new design was introduced for the 50 Centavos and it remained in 
constant use until 1883 . 

The colors of the flag are now printed instead of hand-painted and the flag is folded left 
and right around a central staff. AT both sides of the flag there is a square box with the 
numeral ''50'' on a lined background surrounded by a black and white circle inscribed'' + 
CORREOS NACIONALES + CINCUENTA CENTAVOS". 

There were seven different printings between 1870 and 1883 , using six different 
printing stones for the black impression . As we will see later , the stone used for the 1877 
Printing was later used for the 1880 Printing with the only change being the erasure of the 
numeral "7" in the printed date. 

The make-up of the printing stones varied, thus the First Printing is in sheets of 15 (3 x 
5), the Second, Third , Sixth and Seventh Printings in sheets of 6 (2 x 3) and Fourth and 
Fifth Printings is sheets of 7 (2 x 3 + 1) with one stamp side-ways at right. 

Figures I through 7 show the plating characteristics for each position of the 
"Cubiertas" dealt with in thi s article. The position of each stamp in the sheet has been 
numbered as follows: 

1870 
I 2 3 
4 4 6 
7 8 9 

10 11 12 
13 14 15 

1875, 1876 
1882, 1883 

1 2 
3 4 
5 6 

1877 , 1880 
I 2 
3 4 
5 6 
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1870 Printing (Figure I) 
The main characteristic is that the plate used for printing the red portion of the flag had 

the word CENT A VOS outlined, making the black CENT A VOS appear shaded in white . 
Printed in sheets of 15 (3 x 5). · 
Pos. l - Small projection in underside Pos. 2 - Scratch across third "c " of 

of crossbar of "A " in large "Certificacion " . Dot in the 
CENTAVOS in flag . Break inside top frameline , 50mm . 
in the inside curve of "5 " in from left corner. 
left " 50 " . The thick line di- Pos . 3 - Dot just outside top frameline 
viding the flag area and the near the right corner. Small 
ruled background has two indentation on the underside 
projections , one in the under- of thick dividing line under 
side3mm . totherightof"n" " S " of " Salio de .. . ". Dot 
in "en " , the other in the up- attached to outside of right 
per side below the ''e '' of frame line , 4mm . from bottom 
" de" in " en .. . de . . . " . corner. Small arched line at­

tached to underside of bottom 
Alex Rendon specializes, amongst oth­

ers, in the stamps of Colombia and Boliv­
ia. He is the first to completely plate the 
"Cubierta" issues. 

frameline , 22mm . from left 
corner. 

Pos . 4 - Line connecting "i " and " o " 
in ''Salio de ... ''. Large white 
40 



flaw projecting from right 
side of "A " in left CIN­
CUENT A. Dot connecting 
bottom frameline and bottom 
line of ruled background, 
3 mm. from left corner. 
Curved line projecting from 
bottom frameline near left 
corner . 

Pos. 5 - Dot attached to the outside 
left of second ''O ' ' of CO­
LOMBIA. In the ruled back­
ground of the right "50 " 
there is a thickening between 
the two lines opposite the first 
" N" of CINCUENTA . 

Pos. 6 - Accent-shaped black dot over 
" D" of ESTADOS. Small 
black line in center of space 
between "D" of ESTADOS 
and " L" of COLOMBIA . 
Dot between bottom line of 
ruled background and bottom 
frameline , 6lmm . from right 
corner. 

Pos. 7 - Black dot next to right leg of 
" U" of large CINCUENTA 
in flag . Small break on the 
inside left frameline , l 9mm . 
from top corner. 

Pos . 8 - Two black dots between left 
framelines, I mm . apart and 
l 8mm . from top corner. 
Small dash to the left of " a " 
in " Vale ". Small black dot 
l .5mm . below " n " of "Cer­
tificacion ' '. Small dot just 
above top frameline , 3mm . 
from right corner. 

Pos. 9 - Small indentation on the in­
side of right frame-line , near 
January 1979 
bottom corner. Dot between 
two bottom lines of ruled 
background, 7mm . from right 
frameline . Tiny dot in ruled 
background I mm. from left 
frameline and 5mm. from 
bottom frameline. 

Pos . I 0 - Small dot between the "A " 
and the "D" in ESTADOS . 
Small thickenings in lined 
background of left "50 " in 
front of the "5 " . 

Pos. 11 - Small curved line between 
left framelines, l 7mm . from 
top corner. Small black dot in 
top center of crossbar of ' 'T' ' 
in left CINCUENTA . 

Pos . 12 - Small black dot in top bar of 
"E " in right CINCUENT A. 
at right center of ruled back­
ground there is a break affect­
ing several lines , 6mm . from 
right frameline . 

Pos . 13 - Small black dot between right 
framelines , 5mm. from bot­
tom corner. One large and 
two small dots between the 
lined under " a " of " Salio 
de .. . ". 

Pos . 14 - Break in bottom frameline , 
41 mm . from left corner. 
Black dot in ruled back­
ground, 15mm . from left and 
9mm . from bottom frame­
lines . Curved line crossing 
thick dividing line under 
" de " in " Salio de . .. " . 

Pos . 15 - Indentation on the inside of 
front portion of " S " in " Sa­
lio de . . . " . 
1875 Printing (Figure 2) 
The stone used for this printing, as well as the stone used for the following printing, 

although made with the same die as the one previously used, have a very rough 
appearance . There is a very strong possibility that this stone and the next one were not 
officially produced and that these two printings are actually Postal Forgeries. The colors 
of the flag are mustard, blue green and deep rose . Earliest use known to me is March 7, 
1875 . Printed in sheets of 6 (2 x 3) . 
Pos . I - Dot in center of space be-

tween right frameline and 
guideline, 5mm. from bottom 
corner. Three small dots just 
41 
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below bottom frameline , one 
43mm. from left corner and 
two 52mm. from left corner. 
Large white flaw in center of 
' '8 '' in '' 187 '' . . . ''. 

Pos . 2 - Two small double interrup­
tions of the inside top frame-
1 ine , one above the " A " of 
EST ADOS , the other above 
the "S " of UNIDOS . Lined 
background of left " 50 " has 
several interruptions, one 
over the ' 'O' ', two others to 
the top and to the left of the 
' '5 ' ' . Several lines of ruled 
background are interrupted 
above the " t " of " Remite ". 

Pos. 3 - Black dot next to inside left 
frameline , 28mm . from top 
corner. White dot in shading 
at bottom of tail of " 5 " in 
right " 50 ". Black dot in cen­
ter of tail of "5 " in left "50 ". 
Small indentation on the out­
side of right frameline , 
42 
I .5mm . from top corner. 
Very thin break through the 
thick center dividing line , 
1 mm . away from where it 
joins the left frame line . 

Pos. 4 - Black dot 2mm. above second 
" S " of EST ADOS . Black dot 
in " T " of right CIN­
CUENT A . Black dot in ruled 
back-ground, 2.5mm . from 
bottom, 2lmm . from left 
framelines. 

Pos. 5 - Black dot in lined background 
ofleft " 50 ", below first " A " 
of NACIONALES . Dot 
I .5mm . above top frameline , 
6mm , from left corner. Black 
dot in center of space between 
bottom right corner of left 
square box and flag . Break 
through top frameline, 9mm . 
from right corner. Indentation 
on the outside of bottom fra­
meline, 51 mm . from right 
corner . Indentation on the 
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outside of bottom frameline , 
Simm. from right corner. 
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Pos . 6 - Small dot just above right top 
corner of left box 
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1876 Printing (Figure 3) 
The main characteristic of the stone used for this printing is a large black dot above the 

''O '' of EST ADOS. Earliest use known to me is April 26, 1876. Printed in sheets of 6 (2 x 
3) . 
Pos. I - Break at left top of " 5 " in 

ri ght "50 ". Black dot under 
right leg of first " A " of NA­
CION ALES in left "50 ". 
Small white flaw under first 
"C" of left CINCUENT A. 

Pos. 2 - Large black dot to the left of 
the base of the flag staff. 
Black dot in the inside right of 
"O" in left " 50. " 

Pos . 3 - Small indentation at the right 
side of flag between its top 
and top of the flag . Break 
through the center lines , be­
low the base of the flag staff, 
61mm. from left frameline . 
Dot in the space between 
thick center line and top line 

of ruled background , under 
the "d" of " de 187 ... ". Dot 
Imm . above top frameline, 
5mm. from right corner. 
Small white dot attached to 
bottom front of first ''C'' of 
CINCUENT A in right " 50 ". 
Dot to the right of the accent 
over the "o" in " Salio 
de ... ''. 

Pos. 4 - Black dot in the line that di­
vides the left leg of ''A'' of 
COLOMBIA. 

Pos . 5 - Black dot 2.5 mm . above" I " 
of " de 187 ... ". 
of left frameline , I 9mm. from 
top corner. Black dot between 
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right framelines, 8mm. from bottom comer . 

~ 

I 

·~~ \ ~· 
\ ', 
I I 

'flT 
._ 

rn hr 

L 
fll' 18 I 

Fig. 4 
1877 Printing (Figure 4) 
Stamps of this printing have the same appearance as those of the First Printing except 

that the red stone had no outline and CENT A VOS is no longer shaded in white. Printed 
date '' 187 ... ''. Earliest use known to me is October 23, 1877 . Printed in sheets of 7 (2 x 3 
+ 1) with one stamp positioned sideways at right. 
Pos. I - Small interruption in the inside below top comer. Two tiny 

dots in front of the "5 " in left top frameline, 25mm. from left 
comer. Small projection at top 
of left leg of " N " in large 
CENTAVOS in flag . 

Pos . 2 - Break in cross-hatching in red 
portion of flag under ''con' ' of 
''Certificacion con conten­
ido ." Small indentation on the 
inside of right frameline, 
11 mm. from top corner. 

Pos. 3 - Shading between diagonal line 
and right leg of "N" in UNI­
DOS. Tiny indentation in the 
outside of right frameline, just 

"50''. 
Pos. 4 - Tiny break separating the tip at 

top of "E" in EST ADOS from 
body of letter. Two tiny dots, 
1 mm. apart, attached to under­
side of top frameline, 5mm. 
from right corner. 

Pos . 5 - Small dot and line between left 
framelines, 22mm. from top 
corner. Indentation in the out­
side of left frameline, 8mm. 
from bottom comer. 

Continued on page 50 
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The Clubhouse 
The Meeting of January 17, 1979 

Postal Route Maps of the United States of the 18th and 19th Centuries 

Presented by Arthur Hecht 
D espite one and a half inches of snow, 
about thirty persons came to hear 

Arthur Hecht, formerly an archivist of the 
National Archives in charge of its postal 
records for twenty-eight years, talk about 
18th and 19th century postal route maps . 
His remarks pertained to the establish­
ment and operation of the Topographer of 
the Post Office Department, the compila­
tion and reproduction of State and territo­
rial maps, and the problems of printing 
the maps. 

In 1715 Herman Moll prepared the first 
North American route map covering the 
area from Canada southwards to the Caro­
linas . Public and private surveying maps 
of North America were engraved and 
printed throughout the 18th century by 
Britishers and of the American colonies 
and the States by such native Americans 
as Abraham Bradley, Jr., Abel Buel, 
Osgood Carleton, Simeon DeWitt, 
Thomas Hutchings , and William McMur­
ray . 

Lack of labor and moneys prevented 
postmasters from having official postal 
route maps during the first quarter of the 
19th century. However, the Post Office 
Department later paid for acquiring cer­
tain State maps, and it finally authorized 
David H. Burr to prepare postal route 
maps at a salary of $1,600 per annum. By 
the end of the 19th century this compensa­
tion was raised to $2,500. 

The Office of the Topographer came 
into being in 1837, and it had ninety-two 
employees at one time or another until the 
end of 1899. (Between six to thirty-seven 
were employed in any one year from 
1871 .) Of these thirty-five women served 
as skilled draftswomen, examiners, map 
January 1979 
colorists , map mounters, map copyists, 
correspondence and general clerks, and 
messengers . 

According to various postals laws and 
regulations and orders of the Postmaster 
General for the period of the 1860' s to 
1899, the duties of the Topographer were 
to superintend his office and employees; 
to prepare and revise daily State and 
territorial postal route maps; to prepare 
specifications, advertisements, and con­
tracts for the manufacture of postal route 
maps; to care for the stones (photolitho­
graphing) and property of the government 
relating to maping; to furnish lists of 
United States counties and revisions 
thereof; and to furnish information for the 
settlement (certification) of all postal 
route distances of mileages and telegraph 
accounts. 

Probiems of producing maps occurred. 
In the southern States between 1869 and 
1875 there was apathy towards obtaining 
precise and reliable survey information . 
Consequently, no maps were produced. 
The ever increasing demands for the maps 
and their constant alterations because of 
the rapid extension of services (railway 
mail and suburban rapid transit) caused a 
progressive deterioration of the lithogra­
phic stones on which changes had to be 
made . Only two printing contractors, 
each paid about $15,000 per annum, were 
awarded contracts that were changed an­
nually. This was risky for the stones were 
transported between A. Hoen & Co. of 
Baltimore and Julius Bien & Co. of New 
York City . Moreover, the contract 
changes delayed the first issue of maps 
and produced unsatisfactory work for the 
first six months of the contract term. 
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Beginning in 1895 maps were backed 
with muslin and some were mounted on 
rollers. Those of postal inspectors were in 
book form, on thin paper, for portable 
use. Prior to 1891 the issuances of maps 
were irratic. In 1893 there were twenty­
six bi-monthly postal route maps. Each 
was fully illuminated and each edition 
corrected to date of issue, thereby form­
ing a continuous history of the progress 
and changes of postal routes. 

Because the maps were large, of clear 
subject matter, and without superfulous 
details, they were in great demand. The 
larger numbers were distributed to offi­
cers, clerks, and agents of the Railway 
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Mail Service. Other apportionments were 
to officers, inspectors, and clerks in the 
Post Office Department in Washington, 
D. C.; the postmasters of first class of­
fices; officers of the United States gov­
ernment departments; members of the 
Senate and of the House of Representa­
tives; education and scientific institu­
tions, libraries, and geographical publish­
ers; telegraph and express companies; 
State authorities and State libraries; and 
foreign governments. 

A question period followed together 
with general comments about early Unit­
ed States maps. 
DEFINITIVE LITHUANIA HANDBOOK PUBLISHED BY THE CLUB 
E very once in a great while a group of 
enthusiastic philatelists concerned 

with a specialty, get together, toil for 
years researching existing information 
and, after adding their own expertise, 
publish it in the form of a handbook­
catalogue . 

Such is the case with the officers and 
members of the Lithuanian Philatelic So­
cieties of New York and Toronto. As a 
team , they labored for the love of it and 
completed ''Postage Stamps of Lithua­
nia, ' ' which was published by the Theo­
dore E . Steinway Memorial Fund of the 
Collectors Club . 

Average collectors have had only an 
academic interest in this limited field . But 
those of Baltic extraction, and other as­
tute philatelists-especially in Europe­
Jong have appreciated the sets issued 
between 1918, when the little land at­
tained independence, and 1940 when it 
was overrun, occupied, oppressed and 
subjugated by the Soviet Union. 

Lithuania generally has been neglected 
or overlooked by most of stampdom 's 
populace, largely because they never re­
alized its philatelic potentials and hori­
zons. As the late Vincent Domanski once 
explained , ''Its stamps don't have the 
pictorial oomph of some of our modern 
nations. Because they were produced by 
less than adequate print shops during 
troubled times, collectors haven 't yet dis­
covered the exciting opportunities its er­
rors and varieties offer the student. '' 

Wiser ones have long been searching 
for and buying these issues with al l their 
many minor distinctions whenever they 
surfaced on the philatelic market. As a 
consequence values have risen sharply , 
even in the United States where ''prices 
are ridiculously low in comparison with 
those of Europe.' ' 

The new handbook is monumental in 
scope; the contributing philatelists , im­
pressively prestigious . The manuscripts 
were assembled by Jonas Grigaliunas, 
Steve Ivanauskas, Charles Matuzas, Jo­
seph Mulevich, Dr. Vytautas Doniela and 
Kazimieras Lietuvis. Demie Jonaitis edit­
ed the copy to bring exactitude to the 
spelling and proper accenting of the Lith­
uanian words used where essential. 

Abbot Lutz, a Governor of the Collec­
tors Club, not only directed the printing 
but added a comprehensive bibliography. 

Following a preface , history of the 
nation and a summary of postal develop­
ments since 1410, the volume classifies, 
describes and lists all the stamps , issue by 
issue, to make it ideal as a definitive 
reference source. While the book con­
cerns itself only with the stamps of a 
single small land , its style, arrangement 
and contents may well serve as a model 



HOW LONDON LIVES (Cont'd.) 
ment, which is busy to-night owing to the 
India and China Mail going out. Eight 
days ago the P . and 0 . boat that is to 
take it left the Thames , and now the 
mail has to be got off overland to catch 
her at Brindisi . Again we are amid the 
everpresent 'sortation ,' but here the 
'roads' are names well known in geogra­
phy, and the sorter's work would seem to 
be more interesting . And the bags, too, 
are worth a thought. Here is one that we 
are told has been round the world a d0zen 
times at least! Every precaution is taken to 
insure against mistake. The bags, for 
instance , have different-coloured bands 
according to their destination, so that the 
lettering is not the only guide. 

Beside the Indian monster we see the 
various Continental mails in rapid pro­
gress . Here is also a New Zealand mail 
preparing for a private ship due out from 
Plymouth to-morrow morning. Here are 
minor mails for Queen's ships on station 
abroad sent to be left at their next point of 
call. And among the odds and ends are 
some 'closed mails ' from the United 
States . These 'closed mails ' seem an 
admirable device . When a batch of letters 
is found to be addressed to any one 
particular place they are sealed up togeth­
er in one bag, and this bag is sent off in the 
larger bag and practically treated as one 
letter through to delivery. One of the bags 
before us has come from the other side of 
the Atlantic , addressed to a town in the 
centre of Russia, and it is now going on 
unopened. 'Sort, sort, sort,' is the cry of 
the Post Office all over the world . Here is 
a bag of German letters addressed 'Trav­
elling Post Office, Verviers-Dussel­
dorf,' and this bag will go to Verviers 
unopened, where it will be taken in hand 
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by the German authorities, who are best 
qualified to sort out its contents into the 
crowd of minor towns of the Fatherland 
for which they are intended. 

But the crisis is approaching; eight 
o'clock is at hand . The bags are clearing 
rapidly off the floor . The wax-pot, with 
its seal kept in water to prevent its becom­
ing too hot, is in constant request . The 
bags are stringed and the wooden labels 
attached and the seal affixed, and one by 
one, with a sigh of relief from the sealer, 
are dragged to the trap-door, and with a 
vigorous hoist dropped on to the slope and 
fly down into the darkness . As each one 
passes the scorer he ticks it off. So many 
enter the shoot at the top, so many emerge 
from it with a bound at the bottom. The 
waybill is ready; the bags are shifted 
along the gallery and dropped into the 
carts waiting widemouthed to receive 
them. As the clock strikes eight the last 
bag appears from above. It is gripped and 
swung on to the top of its fellows . Before 
it settles down the lids of the van have 
closed and the horses are on the move . 

We return to the hall. The sea of 
sortation has run dry. The tables are 
empty; the baskets over the pigeon-holes 
are all turned up and nothing is left in 
them . The night mail has gone. 

And the foreign floor is also free . 
Hidden in its thousand bags the overland 
has vanished, and with it down the same 
narrow road to start with have gone all its 
companions . On the same table letters 
from many a distant spot met here for an 
hour destined for the four quarters of the 
globe. And now they have parted again , 
bound for Canton or Cape Town, Winni­
peg or Wellington, or wherever a trade is 
to be done or a friend to be found . 
upon which future handbooks on special­
ized subjects might be patterned. 

Just about everything a serious collec­
tor could want to know is tabulated clear­
ly and succinctly . Listed are designer, 
printing firms and methods, paper, water­
marks, perforations and kindred data, 
including quantities issued. 
Copiously illustrated and hardbound 
for permanency, the 240-page work is 
available from the Collectors Club, 22 
East 35th St., New York, NY 10016, at 
$14 . 50 postpaid, a price that would not 
have been possible without a publication 
grant from the Theodore E. Steinway 
Memorial Fund . (EAK) 
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Book Reviews 

The Philatelic Cross Reference of Aus­
tralia and New Zealand, by Roger J . 
Bailey , l 28pp softbound , available from 
Ronald Cowie Philatelist Ltd, P.O . Box 
62-042, Sylvia Park, Auckland 6, New 
Zealand, $4.50 surface post paid. 

This book is a cross reference between 
Stanley Gibbons, Scott and the Australian 
Commonwealth Specialists Catalogue in 
the case of Australian stamps, and the 
first two with Campbell Pater.son 's Cata­
logue for the issues of New Zealand. It is 
laid out in a very straighforward manner 
and gives all the information necessary 
and available (except prices), especially 
to one who would like to know alternative 
catalogue numbers without having to buy 
all three catalogues. As such , it is valu­
able for such purposes as interpretation of 
auction catalogue listings in a different 
reference scale than that usually used by 
the reader. Where available , dates of 
issue and quantities issued are shown . An 
attempt is made to list each main variety 
included in each catalogue , although 
sometimes this points up the conspicuous 
lack of an entry of the less specialized 
catalogues. 

As a feat of compilation this represents 
a lot of work, lovingly given. It should 
prove useful to those who do not have the 
need for all three catalogues, although the 
specialist in the field will frequently do 
so . It may be hoped that should there be a 
major revision of one of the listings con­
cerned, which is presently contemplated, 
it will result in either a new edition of this 
useful reference work or an addendum. 

The other aspect that bothers me is the 
lack of a single checklist/catalogue which 
summarizes the existing varieties . This 
sort of visual approach in less expanded 
form is usually much more useable for 
one who wants a better grasp of the field 
and may well serve for a model for the 
major catalogues to follow in expanding 
their listings . Both of these are , however, 
personal preferences and could hardly be 
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called faults in such an excellent book. 
The only serious deficiency, then, is that 
it was printed in a run of only 500 copies 
and is sure to be sold out soon, so get 
yours quickly. 

(Robert P. Odenweller) 

Postal Forgeries of Spain by Francisco 
Graus and Enrique Soro. 604 pages, Gau­
ftex bound in a boxed edition of l ,050 
with a supplementary box of 285 black 
and white transparencies . Lavishly illus­
trated in color. $150.00 from Filatelica 
Pedro Monge, Fernando 59, Barcelona, 
2, Spain . 

One of the most sumptuous philatelic 
works currently available , this is a clas­
sic work on forgeries. Senor Graus and 
Soro have illustrated each " forgery " 
in color alongside an example of the 
genuine. The color values are excellent­
matching those of expensive art books . 
To make the work even more useful there 
is a box of transparency overlays that can 
be put over each forgery illustration mak­
ing the key points of identification stand 
out sharply. The entire work is in both 
English and Spanish . 

Incorporating much previously unpub­
lished research, this study will probably 
be considered the definitive work on 
Spanish postal forgeries for decades to 
come . It is also a useful guide to any 
student of forgeries of the classic period . 

This reviewer finds only one signifi­
cant weakness in this otherwise outstand­
ing work. That is: conclusions are drawn 
from archival material that is not repor­
duced . Thus the reader must rely upon the 
interpretations of the authors . While 
some of the archival material is available 
through the major Spanish libraries, some 
critical material is held in private libraries 
and thus is not generally ·available . In a 
visit to one of the authors this reviewer 
did double-check the source documents 
on one item of considerable postal his­
torical significance, and can confirm that 



the authors had adequate documentation 
to draw any controversial c nclus ions. 
This is not to say that another student 
migh t not read the documents differently . 
Recommended . 

(C. M .H.) 

Scott's Stamp Market Update, 16 
pages, issued quarter! y, 8 1/2 x 11 , th ree 
hole punched. $20 for the first 2-year 
subscription. From Scott Publishing Co., 
3 E. 57th St. , New York, N.Y. 10022 

Th is , ew publishing venture from Scott 
is aimed at the investor market. T he 
in troductory issue devotes s ix pages to the 
latest prices for U .S. and U. K. stamps, 
particularly those never hinged . In addi ­
tion , revised prices for the firs t I I 0 issues 
of G .B. are presented. 

Appropriately, the n . h. prices start 
with the Bureau Issues in the U.S . and the 
Jubilees in the U . K. presumably because 
of the improbabil ity of findin g many 
genuine n.h. earlier. lt migh t be noted 
that the APS is abou t to announce a policy 
of refusing to issue experti s ing certifi­
cates on n.h. as opposed to unused vs . 
used and that other serv ices are moving in 
the same direction. T he new regumming 
techniques and hinge remova l methods 
are making it impractical to devote exper­
tizing resou rces to determine n.h. even 
when possible. Thus. investors buying 
n .h . should not count on being able to se ll 
it as such. 

In addit ion to q uarterly updates on key 
country prices. this publ ication plans to 
al so discuss investment opportuni ties in 
phil atel y, as well as proble ms inves tors 
are like ly to run into. In the initial issue, 
Mr. Maidenberg comments upon a num­
ber of investor pi tfalls ranging from re­
se rve ·, wash sales. creaming and fee 
spl itting to downright forgery and swin­
d ling. This revieweP we ll remembe rs an 
in terview with one investor type who was 
· 'taken'· fo r over $1 00 ,000 by one dealer 
alone because he d idn 't foll ow the e le­
mental rules of investing . He appare ntly 
though t the rules of the stock or com mod-
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ity markets were suddenl y suspended for 
the stamp market. T hey are not. Si milar 
precautions are needed . 

Stephen Datz in another article dis­
cusses the import ance of supply and de­
mand in the stamp market and the differ­
ence between speculative (or investor) 
demand and collec tor demand. In his 
analysis , howe ver , he places more impor­
tance upon his torical trend lines than th is 
reviewer feels warranted from his knowl ­
edge of forecast ing . 

(C .M.H. ) 

The Saxon Post, by John P . Mackey. 3 
Rowan Park, B lackrock, Co .. Dubl in, 
Eire : IOOpp . ill ustrated. price not g iven . 

Saxony long has been an outstandingly 
popular philatel ic specialty field. Arti­
cles and monographs about its stamps and 
postal history have appeared al l ove r the 
world , notably through the Dresden 
Philatelic Club , which was fo rmed in 
1877 ; the Germany and its predecessor 
states. 

Author Mackey evidently has read 
mos t of them , for hi s book on the subject 
seems to be a compendium of what we 
have previously seen , sprinkled with inci ­
de ntal data he and his con temporaries 
have been able to add to ex ist ing knowl ­
edge. For anyone who has not been ab le 
to read the forme r, Mr. Mackey provides 
a fine basis fo r the unde rstanding of 
Saxony's mail se rv ices , services that be­
gan in the early 16th century. 

The effort is full of fac ts, figures and 
names, bu t it becomes ev ident that the 
author has a much greater ph ilatel ic than 
journali sti c talent. The reci ta tion of facts 
is dry and t iring; the editing seems to have 
been hasty, fo r a nu mber of typograph ical 
errors have been '.> potted. A lso, Mr . 
Mackey uses German words to describe 
officials and employes . omi tting English 
translat ions. For example, speciali sts and 
h istorian might know the meaning of 
" Beybotten" (s ic) bu t he does not ex­
pl a in what these interesting (and impor­
tan t) carriers wen:. That would have add -
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CUBIERTAS (Cont'd.) 
Pos . 6 - Tiny dot between two top lines 

of ruled back-ground under the 
" de " of "en ... de ... ", 42mm . 
from right frameline . There is a 
thickening on the inside of the 
left frameline, I Imm . from 
50 
Pos. 7 
bottom comer . 

- Two tiny indentations on the 
outside of right frameline , 
7mm . from top comer. Small 
nick left of crossbar of ' 'T '' in 
large CENT A VOS in flag . 
 
(To be continued)
ed much interest. 
Considering the economical printing 

method , the illustrations are rather good. 
However , proper filtering of the original 
photographs used-especially where the 
importance lies in the postal markings­
would have immeasureably improved 
their quality. ( EAK) 
The Collectors Club Philatelist is Interested in Receiving Articles Pertain­
ing to Your Field of Philatelic Endeavor whether it be specialized 
information, research or postal history. 

If you have such material for publication or in the process of preparation 
please contact Executive Editor, Ira S. Zweifach, The Collectors Club, 22 
E. 35th St., New York, N. Y. 10016, for its possible inclusion in a future 
issue of our journal. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 EAST 35TH STREET, N EW YORK , N . Y . 10016 

Ira S . Zwe ifac h ..... . .. .. . .. .. . .. . ... . . .. . .. . .. . .President 
Alex Rendon ......... . . . . .. Vice President 

Robert P. Odenweller ....... . . . . . . .. . . . .. ...... . .. . . ............ .Secretary 

Ernest Wilkens ........ . .. . .. . ........ . ....... Treasurer 

Governors 

Class of 1979 Class of 1980 Class of 198 1 
Herbert J . Bloch Ernest A. Kehr H. D. S . Haverbeck 
John R . Boker, Jr. Abbot Lutz William H . Miller , Jr. 

Elliott Coulter Alez Rendon Robert P. Odenweller 
Louis Grunin f. Burton Sellers John D. Dowd 
Bernard D. Harmer Philip Silver Ernest E. Fricks 
Ernest Wilkins Ira S. Zweifach Sidney M. Schwartz 

Trustees 

John R. Boker , Jr. Philip Silver F. Burton Sellers 



Jan
1979 PROGRAM AND CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

January 3 

January 10 

January 17 

February 7 

February 21 

March 7 

March 21 

April 4 

April 18 

May 2 

May 9 

May 16 

June 6 

September 12 

October 3 

October 17 

November 7 

November 14 

December 5 

December 19 

- CONFEDERATE STATES . UNUSUAL US­
AGES DURING DISUNITY-Richard Krieger, 
Norwalk, Conn. 
- ANNUAL MEETING 

- POST ROUTE MAPS OF THE UNITED 
STATES DURING THE 18th AND 19th CENTUR­
IES-Arthur Hecht, Washington , D. C . 

- UNITED STATES. THE 1869 ISSUE-Rudolf 
Wunderlich, New York, N.Y. 
- IMITATION POSTAGE . THE BOGUS IS­
SUES OF THE WORLD-Jan Kindler, New York , 
N . Y . 
- PERU 1857-1862- Dr , Norman S . Hubbard, 
Oyster Bay , N. Y. 

- CZECHOSLOVAKIA - Dr. James J . Matejka , 
Jr. ? Chicago, Ill . 
- MONTENEGRO-Harry Sutherland , Toronto, 
Canada. 
- AMERICAN MACHINE CO . FLAGS­
George T . Turner, Washington, D . C. 

- RUSSIAN RURAL STAMPS-ZEMSTVOS­
Jacques Marcovitch, Rego Park , N. Y. 

- ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER . 

- TOPICAL COLLECTING TODAY-George T . 
Guzzio , Brooklyn, N. Y. 
- HOSTER CANCELLATIONS OF ENGLAND 
AND GERMANY-Abbot Lutz , New York , N.Y . 

SUMMER RECESS 

- BRAZIL. THE 1894-1906 ISSUES-John Fos­
bery , Newton Abbot , Devon , Great Britain. 

- THE SAGA OF THE C. C . N. A-Alex Rendon , 
New York , N. Y. 

- LOOKING AT THE ITALIA N RESORGl­
ME N TO THROUGH PHILATELIC EYES-Dr. 
Enzo Diena , Rome , Italy . 

- N EW ZEALAND 1855-1873-Robert P. Oden­
weller , Bernardsville , N. J. 

- SWEDEN . THE " SKILLING BANCO" IS­
SUE-Tomas Bjaringer, Stockholm , Sweden and 
Lauson H. Stone , Brooklyn , N. Y. 
- TALES OF THE MISSISSIPPI-Harvey Warm , 
New York , N. Y . . 

- BOARD OF GOVERNOR'S OPEN HOUSE 
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ARE YOU ON OUR 
MAILING LIST? 

WE OFFER 
FREQUENT 

MAIL SALES 
FEATURING 

WORLD WIDE 
COVERS 

POSTAL HISTORY 
SALES, INC. 

(THE CLEARING HOUSE FOR 
STAMPS AND COINS, INC .) 

764 West 181st Street 
New York, N.Y. 10033 

U.S.A. 
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PACIFIC ISLANDS 
MALAYA, BORNEO 

Covers, Proofs, Specimens 
Postal History 

If you are looking for the above from 
any of the British, French, German, 
US Pacific Islands, New Guinea, Ma­
laya, Brunei, Labuan, Sarawak, 
North Borneo-wrrte to me. 

For Example, I Can Offer : 

NEW GUINEA 5d Bird (Scott 38, 
SG 182) on cover Salamaua 8 Nov 
41 to Australia with " Opened by 
Censor " sealing strip and 
"Passed by/Censor/T.N.G. 50-" 
handstamp at $22.50. 

HOWARD LEE 
P.O. Box 5950C 

New York, N.Y. 10017 
Covers 
Fine Stamps 

Proofs, Specimen Stamps 
Postal History and Specialized 

Material of all Countries 
Valuations for Insurance, Probate and Sale 

When in London visit our showrooms and offices. 

Inquiries invited - ensure that your name and interests are recorded in 
our Register of Specialists . 

Argyll Etkin Limited 
55 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON WlY 9DG ENGLAND 



AUCTION 
FEB.21, 22&23 

Catalog 3 weeks before sales. 
BY MAIL: Send name. address and $1 . 

HAWAI # 616*, 1Bro Red PrcN. Govt.~. 
OG. 50 issued. Realized $11 ,0CXJ in April 78 

#533 
Rocelter A/G (Peter Holcombe) 
Eisengasse 9, Luzern 6004 , Switzerland 

Combination Covers 

Mongolia/Chi na . 25 m. Green used from Wan Batos pl us 6c ,Junk Issue as fwd postage. - $185 .00. 
Italy/G reece. 40c + 20c De La Rue to Patros. 20 + 26p Greece as due . - $ 1,250.00. 
Chines4' Off. in India/ India . 5 Values (up to 2 Vi as .) used on Reg . letter from Lhasa . (Serif Letters) plus 'h as and 2y 

las . Ed VII ca ncelled Yarung . Via Siliguri and addressed to India . - $2.200 .00. 
German and Fre nch China plus imperial China . Triple combination : Originally from German office . Cefoo. via 

Chinese P.O . and then French Office in Shanghai to Germany 1901 . - $750.00. 
C hina/Jap. Office in C hina.30c Imperial China ( 1904) on Registered letter to USA. Via lap . Office where 3x 10' 

Blue stamps were affixed for external postage. - $600.00. 
France/Turkey. 30c Brown . P and Comm . used from Yrebijondc (Blue) to Aucpo (Syria) where Ip & 2xl0pasa 

Turkey were affixed . - $525 .00 . 
Samoa/USA. Yi d strip of6; palm tree plus 2'h c and U.S. 10c +3c on reg . letter to England 1904 . Exceptional . 

$2,000.00. 
Cook Island/French Tahiti . 2 'h e Red ( 1895) plus 15 and 75c opts on a General Issue on Reg istered letter to 

England . Ex Crane . - $2,750.00. 
French Levant/French Somalia . Sc Green of Levant, plus 2 x IOc French So malia on letter to Paris . all cancelled 

French type Diva Daava . Abbysinia . 1906 . - $1,500.00. 
T ransvaal/Cape . 6d Deep Blue . Coarse ptg . plus 6 lilac perforated from Pretoria to England . - $1,400.00. 
lndia/Gammu. Vi as QV . Cancelled 54 at Salikot, pl us Jammi . No. I , cut roung and cance lled in Violet , used May 

1866 . - 600.00. 
Faridkot/lndia. 'A as Ultramarine , paying the Internal State postage on an India 'Aas. Q . V. Postal Card to India 

( 1884) - $850.00. 
Canada/Bahamas. 2c/ I Tc plus Bahamas Special De li very wh ich was affixed in Canada and cance lled in Bahamas . 

Oct. 191 7 . - $475.00. 
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Fine covers and postal history material of 
most countries. Unusual rates and usages 
of adhesives on cover - combination 
covers - used abroads - specialist mate­
rial of all kinds. 

Rare and medium 19th century stamps of 
the Commonwealth group, proofs, essays 
and specimen stamps. thirty years' experi­
ence of handling top quality material is at 
your service. 

RITCHIE BODILY 
72 FITZJOHNS AVENUE 

LONDON, NW3-5L8 
(01-435 8425) 

Callers are welcome, but by appointment 
only please. 
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Do Not Sell Your Collection 
as long as you enjoy collecting and as 
long as you have fun with your stamps. 
But when you get tired of a collection 
because it has reached its goal, when 
you want to start in another philatelic 
field , do not hesitate to dispose of the 
"finished". collection. In this way you 
will obtain additional funds for pur­
chases in your new field. When you 
decide to sell, talk with a dealer whom 
you have trusted with your purchases. 
He is the right man to sell for you the 
items he has once sold to you . We are 
always happy when we can give advice 
and help of this kind. Contact us when 
the time is ripe and we will do our best 
to arrange a satisfactory sale of your 
material, either by private sale or by 
auction. 

MERCURY STAMP CO., INC. 
1 0 East 40th Street 

New York, N.Y. 10016 
Tel. : MUrray Hill 3-6745 

Cable Address : Mercstamp Newyork 
HOW TO SELL 

YOUR STAMPS 
AT AUCTION. 

Send for a free detailed brochure. 

WAVERLY 

TRADING 
COMPANY 
licensed Auctioneers 

Box 78-A 
Waverley, Mass. 02179 

617 - 923-9716 
SPECIALIZING IN 

CHOICE 

UNITED STATES 

Stamps and Covers 

CANADA 

PENCE ISSUES 

Bruce G. Daniels 
ROOM 612 

82 DEVONSHIRE STREET 
BOSTON, MASS. 02109 



PAPUA #C4a invert. 
OG. $1,250.00 

RHODESIA #74, OG 
$3,750.00 

ZANZIBAR #119 OG 
$2,500.00 

#111, OG. $1,800.00 #llOa o $3,250.00 #110 0 $2,100.00 

OUR NEXT PUBLIC AUCTION SALE 

Early Spring of 1979, the second part of a Famous Gold Medal Award 
Collection, Great Britain & British Commonwealth , U.S ., all Scandinavian 
Countries , incl . many Philatelic Gems and Rarities . 

A DE-LUXE, richly illustrated catalogue of this Auction Sale , on request, 
against $1 .50 First Class Postage. 

BEN GOTSMAN STAMPS AUCTIONS, INC. 
6404 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 801, Los Angeles, Calif. 90048 
ICELAND 
1930--Parliament issue, from one of the 

finest collections, the estate of designer 
Prof. L. Hessheimer. 

Original Artist Drawings, (some not ac­
cepted), Errors, Imperfs . , Essays (not is­
sued). Proofs of all 16 values, some pro­
gressive or perforated), mostly signed or 
identified by Prof. Herssheimer, etc. etc. 

A rare opportunity for an even most 
advanced Specialist! 

Please write for details and special offers. 

S. SEREBRAKIAN, INC. 
P.O. Box 446 Monroe, N.Y. 10950 
January 1979 
The 
POSTAL HISTORY 

and ST AMPS of 
BERMUDA 

M. H. LUDINGTON 
This new revised edition of the original 1962 
edition incorporates the latest research and addi ­
tions. The 1968 Supplement from The London 
Philatelist has been integrated where possible into 
the text as well as the 1975 serialization of the 
King George V high value stamps . Several chap­
ters have been completely rewritten . 

The work is divided into two books in a single 
volume containing 26 chapters, 11 appendices 
with a supplement and a comprehensive Postal 
History Index . All aspects of the Postmarks, 
Postal History , Stamps and Postal Stationery are 
covered in scholarly detail from the Stockdale 
Postal Services of 1784- 1812 up until the Com­
memorative Issues of 1946-1949. 
This 432 page , hard bound , buckram volume is 
the standard reference in its field and a mandatory 
addition to the library of the specialist. 

$40.00 Postpaid 

Quarterman Publications, Inc. 
5 South Union Street 

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01802 
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FEW PROFESSIONALS 

Have a quality U.S. Plate Block stock of 
more importance than ours. Scott Nos . 11 to 
7 15, Cl to C24 , E l to E23 , CE l -2 , BOB . 
All are represented . Want lists solicited . 

Quality Costs No More. 

QUALITY INVESTORS, LTD. 
ROBERT L. MARKOVITS 

P.O . BOX 891 
MIDDLETOWN , N.Y. 10940 

9 14-343-2174 

Master Charge or Visa 
accepted on orders over $50.00. 
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WATCH FOR 

OUR 
QUALITY 

AUCTION SALE 
of 

U.S. and CANADA 

Stamps and Covers 

Daniel F. Kelleher Co., !nc. 
.IFat. 1885 

40 Court Street 

Boston, MllSll. 02108 

Stanley J . Richmond, Proprietor 

Telephone 742 0883 Area Code 617 
WHY BUY NEW ISSUES FROM LONDON, ENGLAND? 

London is the center of the world stamp trade. Dealers in Great Britain's capital 
city are at the hub of the phi latelic world, so they see more, sell more, and are 
'bang-up--t<r-date.' 

DAVID FIELD LIMITED operates a comprehensive mint New Issue Service to 
any address on the globe. It's a specialist service fo r the knowledgeable and inter­
ested serious collector keen to buy stamps at the never- cheaper new issue prices. 
Dealing with every Post Office in the world is beyond the capacity of most collec­
tors - but not beyond D avid Field Limited, who have a network of contacts built 
up since their establishment in 1884. 

When there is a "short" issue with a limited life and small print the desks of the 
DAVID FIELD New Issue Service act as a temporary resting- place for just so 
long as it takes to wing them out to our standing order clients. Of course, clients 
get all the regular issues too, from every nation on earth, heralded or unknown, 
popular or unjustly ignored - whatever they order. 

So, think. Are you i:-eally satisfied with your presen t supply of New Issues ? Did 
you receive all those varieties available in London but not offered elsewhere ? 

DAVID FIELD LIMITED would be glad to assist you with your collection. 

Please write for a personal reply to : 

FRANK SPENCER, 

DAVID FIELD NEW ISSUE SERVICE, 
42 BERKELEY STREET, LONDON WIX 5FP 
GREAT BRITAIN . . • and let us do the worrying. 

P.T.S. B.P.A. 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
and the 

LITHUANIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETIES 
of New York and Toronto 

Announce the Publication of a New Handbook 

POSTAGE STAMPS OF LITHUANIA 
Edited by Jonas Grigaliunas, Steve lvanauskas, Charles Matuzas and 
Joseph Mulevich. 11 informative chapters. Includes: All Stamp Issues, 
Essays, Proofs, Postal Rates, History and a Bibliography. 

244 pages. Hard cover. $14.50 
Special to members. 25% discount. Postage & handling $1.50 

Available for Immediate Shipment 
from 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35th St., New York, N.Y. 10016 
 

WE CAN HELP! 
Our li sts cover these areas:-

Europe: both West and East . fro m Clas­
sics to about 1950, incl ud ing varieties. 
postmarks, proofs and specia list materi al. 

Commonwealth: a ll areas. with espe­
cia l interest in Far East , and Specimens . 
proofs etc . 

Overseas : China, Japan and Far East , 
So uth Amer ica Independen t Afr ica. 
Egy pt & Near East . 

Collections: the whole world , ma inly 
in o ne-country co llec tions . All rea­
sonably priced . 

Revenues: a fast-growing area of inter­
est where 19th C. class ics are still plenti ­
ful. Rarit ies & country lots . 

Postal History : fro m pre-stamp to re­
cent. individually and in lots , covering 
the who le world . 

Literature: speciali sed handbooks. both 
current and out-of-print , on many topics . 

Let us know which of the above lists you 
would like to receive, and let us have a 
$ I bi ll for regular airmail sending. 

J. BAREFOOT (INVESTMENTS) LTD . 

85 Saltergate 
Chesterf ield 5 40 1 J S 
Derbys hire E"1 land 

~s 

•

January 1979 
MONTSERRAT 
Scott # le. "S" inverted 

A very fi ne used copy with extreme­
ly light cancellat ions we ll c lear of the 
overprint. 1978 certificate of the Bri t­
ish Philate lic Association . 

$650. 

F. W. COLLINS 

Stoborough Croft , St . Cross , 
Winchester, S023 9RX. England . 
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THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 

PUBLICATIONS 

By J. R. Purves, R.D.P., F.R.P.S.L. 
Postal History of Port Phillip District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.50 
The "Emblems" of Victoria . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6.50 
Victoria: The Postage Dues . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6 .50 
Victoria : " Bullerjly" and "Barred Oval" Cancellations 1850-55 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.50 
Victoria: The " Barred Numeral" Cancellations 1856- 1912 ..... . ... . ....... . ..... $ 10.50 
Victoria : The " Registered" and " Too Late" Stamps 1854-58 .... . . . ......... . .... $10 .50 
Victoria : 1901 -12 Issue (The 3d., 4d., and 5d. Values) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1.00 
Victoria : The V Over Crown Watermarks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1.00 
Philately from Australia: Cumulative Index to Vols 1-X, 1949-58 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ I .50 
Philately from Attstralia: Cumulative Index to Vols XI-XX, 1959-68 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1.50 
The Postal History of Barakoma Airfield, Rev. A. H. Voyce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.00 
Tasmania: The Postal History and Postal Markings, H. M. Campbell , F.R.P.S.L. , 

1. R. W. Purves, F.R.P.S .L. , L. C. Viney , F.R.P.S.L. .. . .. . ........... . . . .. $ 10.50 
New South Wales Numeral Cancellations, Alan G. Brown and H. M. Campbell , 

F.R .P.S.L. $5 .00. First Supplement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1.50 
Cumulative Index: Commonwealth of Australia, W. M. Holbeach, F.R.P.S.L. $3 .50 

Postage Extra in all Cases 

JOHN GARTNER at THE HAWTHORN PRESS 
601LITTLE BOURKE STREET, MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 3000 
1979 - Our 61st Year 

STAMPS WANTED 

Each year Our Public auctions 
and Gold Medal Mail Sales 

Sell Over 75,000 Lots ! 
We Urgently Need Additional Material ! 

You want the most for your stamps. We gladly pay it without delays or 
bargaining. Bring in personally, or send in by insured mail or express, 
attention: Appraisal Dept. All shipments are held aside intact awaiting your 
instructions after we send our offer or advice. Informal appraisals are free, and 
our buyer can visit you to inspect larger properties. 

J. & H. STOLOW, INC. 
915 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10010 Tel.: (212) 533-0790 

" Rated first in stamps by all standard authorities" 

Stolow's has purchased outright, at the top market price, with immediate cash 
payment, more than $50,000,000 worth of fine stamps. Our needs are 
unlimited. 

Fair treatment is always assured 
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A VALUABLE AUCTION OF 
RARE POSTAGE STAMPS & POSTAL HISTORY 

The Bermudas 
The Bahama Islands 

Cayman Islands & Jamaica 
The Leeward & Windward Islands 

Barbados & Trinidad 
British Guiana & Honduras 

Falkland Islands 
United Sates of America 

Colombian Airmails 

1753-1953 

Strong in early letters, artists' drawings, essays, die and plate proofs, mint and used with 
scarce high values in blocks, covers and cancellations. 

15/16 February 1979 
at THE HOUDAY INN, ST. GEORGES, BERMUDA 

Catalogues: 8 . W.l . $5, U.S.A . and Colombian Airmails $3 by airmail 

from 

ROBSON WWE INTERNATIONAL LTD. , 
50 PALL MALL, LONDON SWJY SJZ, ENGLAND 

Cables: "Stamps London SW I", Telex: 9 15410, V.A.T . No. 239/4486/31 
Jan
GERMANY WANTED 
COMPARE 

WE PAY MUCH MORE 

AT HIGHER PRICES 
Covers, Sheets, FDC, Hinged, Used. 

Collections, Accumulations, Zepp Covers, Etc. 
Highest Prices Paid. 

States - Colonies - Unlisted Items, Saar, Danzig, Etc. 

Ship Insured or Registered with price, or we will make our highest 
offer within 24 hours after receipt. No lists, please. 

ALL OTHER WEST EUROPE STAMPS WANTED 

ARTHUR FALK 
Malling Address 

P.O. Box 232 
Jericho, N.Y. 11753 
Tel. 516-433-0066 

Office Address: 380 N. Broadway, Jericho, N.Y. 11753 
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THIRTEEN is proud lo announce 
for the second year 

1aJli1t11 llDLLEDTiDll 
TELEVISED IUCTlll DF ART 111 llTIGUES 

MAY 11 ·13 , 1!17!1 
You are invited to support this highly successful auctio n 
event. Here is a unique opportunity to ha ve your name 
a nd your quality donation presented on television to 

our audience of millions of art-oriented viewers. 
We welcome donations in the areas of traditional and 
contemporary European and American art, Orienta l 

art, American furniture, European furni ture, deco rative 
arts, Americana, tribal art and antiquities, fine jewel ry, 
gold , silver, objets de vertu, Judaica, antique jewelry, 

rugs. tapestries, textiles. contempo rary crafts. 
photography, architec tura l drawings, sta mps, coins. 

a utcgraphs, antique maps and rare books. Authorities 
in each field are now reviewing donations to be 

offered at a uction. 
To make your tax-deductible art/ antique donation for 
the b enefit of THIRTEEN. please write THIRTEEN's Auction 
office at 356 West 58th Street, New York. NY 10019 or 

call (212) 560-2700. 
Noie: Donations made by December 31, 1978 can be 

considered gifts for tax purposes in 197 8. 

LAWRENCE A. FLEISC HMAN 
Kennedy G alleries 

C HAIRMEN 

JOHN L. MARION 
Solhe by Parke Bernet 

HARO LD SAC K 
Israe l So c k. Inc 
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 I

For the Cen tral and 

Eas tern Asia specialis t . 

1

We supply advanced collectors of the 
world with ra re and unusual material 
in their arcn of specialization . 

In addition to ou r specialized Public 
Auctions, we also /za 11dlc Inrgc and 
advanced col/cctio11s by Private Trcn ty . 

P lease contact us fo r your specific 
needs. 

~6 .. eorge 

•Alevi3!~~re Blvct sune 307 

S.l.nro Monie" Ccthforrn.l. 90401 
relephone '213' 450 2543 
January 1979 
 PUBUC AUCTIONS OF 
FINE CANADA 

NEWFOUNDLAND 
THE PROVINCES 

U.S.A. 
FOREIGN 

BRITISH COMMONWEAL TH 

Illustrated Catalogue $3.00 
Subscription to Catalogues 

and Prices Realized for next 
20 Sessions - $10 

(Ontario residents add 7% ST.) 

J. N. SISSONS 
LIMITED 

37 KING STREET EAST, TORONTO, 
CANADA, MSC 1 E9 

Cables: Sistamp, Toronto. 
Phone 41 6 - 364-6003 
For Quality U. S. A., Canada, Great Britain and British 

Commonwealth of the Classic Period , please contact 

W . E. LEA (PHILATELISTS) LIMITED, world leaders in 

this area. 

W. E. LEA (PHILATELISTS) LIMITED 

! THE ADELPHI 

JO HN ADAM STREET 

STRAND 

LONDON WC2N 6AP 

Tel 930 1688/9 

Cables: LEAST AMPS. 
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it'rntORRlfR( f'llilllf IIICO 

6 NUMERI PUBBLICATI IN UN ANNO 
420 PAGINE STAMPATE 

36 RECENSIONI DI PUBBLICAZIONI 
63 ARTICOLI 50 TRA I PIU FAMOSI 

AUTORI INTERNAZIONALI 
25 ARTICOLI TRADOTTI IN INGLESE, 

FRANCESE E TEDESCO 

DISTRIBUZIONE IN TUTTO 
IL MONDO 

ABBONARSI PER UN ANNO VUOL DIRE 
RICEYERE PUNTUALMENTE LA PIU 

PRESTIGIOSA RIVIST A DI FILATELIA 
AEROFILATELIA E STORIA POST ALE 

6 ISSUES A YEAR 
420 PAGES PRINTED 

36 REVIEWS OF BOOKS 
63 ARTICLES BY 50 OF THE MOST 
OUTSTANDING AUTHORS 
IN THE WORLD 
25 ARTICLES TRANSLATED INTO 
ENGLISH, FRENCH AND GERMAN 

DISTRIBUTED ALL OVER 
THE WORLD 

TO SUBSCRIBE FOR A YEAR, ONE 
WOULD RECEIVE PUNCTUALLY THE 
MOST PRESTIGIOUS MAGAZINE 
OF PHILATELY, AEROPHILATELY 
AND POSTAL HISTORY 

----- -- - ---- - -- -- - - --------------------- ----------------~------ -
Dcsidcro riccvcrc informaz ioni pe r l' abbonamento a: 

I would likt' to uaivr drlailt'd info rmation concuning thr subscription to : 
IL NUOVO CORRIERE FILATELICO 
Via Martelli . 8 - 50129 Fire nze ( llaly) 

nomc 

namt' 

via 

addrt'ss 

ci tt3 

to wn 
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SELLING 

& 

BUYING 

Auction 

Quality Stamps 

Free 
Sales Catalogue 

J. M. BLOOD, INC. 
380 High Street 

Holyoke, MA 01040 
, 

COVERS 

POSTAL STATIONERY 

Specialist Material 

• 
WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS? 

n.w ~"'lanJ Stamp 
643 Fifth Ave. South 
Naples, Florida 339"10 
January 1979 
Do you love U.S. Classics? 
So do I. In fact I hate 

to part with the best 
of them. 

• 

EZRA D. COLE 
NYACK, N.Y. 10960 

Telephone 914 - 358-0964 
NORMAN R. SCRIVENER 
PHILATELIST 

SERIOUS BUYER OF STAMPS 
& COVERS OF THE WORLD 

(201) 731-3668 
P.O. Box 46 Orange, N.J. 07051 
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1924 -1978 
FOR OVER FIFTY YEARS THE NAME 

MA RESCH 
HAS BEEN KNOWN FOR 

QUALITY 
AND 

INTEGRITY 
· Public Auctions · Private Treaty Sales · 

· Collections Purchased · Collections Built · 

WE NEED 

Over the years we have built an exce llent following of se rious and 
generous buyers with an insa tiable appeti te for cho ice stamps and covers . 

General collections & specialized collections, anything of philatelic meri t 
is desired, especially Canada and former provinces, these are best sold 
through us. Our lOOth Publi c Auction is at the printers now. Ex ce llent 
sales dates are still available. Please get in touch with us. We know you' ll 
be more than pleased you did. Ask any one of our lOO's of happy ven­
dors. 

r. rnaresch & son DEALERS IN 
RARE STAMPS 
SINCE1924 

330 BAY ST., STE. 703 • TORONTO, CANADA MSH 2S9 • 363-7777 

SUBSTANTIAL AND SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS 
ACCEPTED FOR OUR AUCTIONS 
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Vour prime source 
/~hen searching 
for a truly choice 
classic cover ... 

Midway Stamps Ltd. 
the serious buyers of 
better material. 

193 Clinton Avenue, Dobbs Ferry, New York 10522 • (914) 693-2444 



HARMERS 
New York 

A New Reauced 
Commission Plan. 
As of May 15, 1979 Harmers of New York and Harmers of San Francisco will 
charge vendors a commission of 

ONLY 10% ON THE SALE PRICE 

This charge will be a1Linclusive comprising : 

Free appraisal, if instructions to sell are received within 24 months. 
Free advice as to method, time and place of sale (we have four 
houses). 
Free preparation of collections or accumulations into appropriate 
auction lots. 
Free publication and distribution of illustrated auction catalogues, 
including liberal photoplates, to a meticulously maintained world 
mailing list of stamptom's most active buyers. 
Free advertising and publicity of the auction sale containing your 
stamps. 
Free insurance both in transit and on premises. 
Free advances. 

- No lotting fee. No minimum charge per lot. -

On all lots sold a commission of 10% on the sale 
price will be payable by the buyer. 

This revised plan, which has been in existence in Europe for years (occasionally at 
higher commissions) , and with Art auctions in the United States more recently, actually 
represents an overall commission of 18.18% compared with the previous 20%. 

Private Treaty commissions, at lower commission levels, will also move over 
to the Plan. 

Write us or call us. 

-HARMERS of New York Inc. -
6 West 48th Street 

New York, NY 10036 
Cable : Harmersale New York Tel. (212) 757·4460 

- HARM ERS ef San Francisco Inc. -
49 Geary Street 

San Francisco, CA 94102 
Cable : Harmersale San Francisco Tel. (415) 391·8244 


