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Fine Foreign 

Up to 1925 

THE choice and diversified stock of for­

e ign stamps of Homan, Krassa Co., 71-year­

old New York firm , w ill be auctioned by us 

over the next three years. 

A rich variety of elusive and scarce 

stamps. Classic issues, rarities, covers, 

specialized collections. 

Ask for our catalogs of the Homan 

Krassa sales. 

Harmer, Rooke & Co(I, Inc (I 
l11ternational Auctioneers of Fine Stamps 

560 Fi f th Ave. (a t 46th ), New York 36 



You Can 

Ship Your Collection 

to 

"WEILL OF NEW ORLEANS" 

With Assurance and Confidence 

If you are thinking about selling your 
collection of U. S. or Foreign, it is a 
simple matter to secure an offer for it 
from "WEILL OF NEW 0RLEANS"- the 
firm that for years has been one of the 
leading buyers in the market. 

Some of the most important properties 
we have ever purchased were sent to us. 
Senders know their stamps are handled 
carefully ; and that they are fully 
insured while in our possession. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXY I, NO. VI I 



, 
A New Collectors Club Handbook 
• 

CORRIENTES 
The Issues from l 856-1880 

By Louis Stich 

• 
The Province of Corrientes began issuing stamps in 

1856. ARGENTI NA in 1956 issued a set of com-

memorative stamps for this Centenary, considering 

Corrientes the first stamps of ARGENT I NA. 

Ever since their issuance over 100 years ago, 

philatel ic knowledge of Corrientes has been very 

meagre. Finally, a keen philatelic student, who 

is a member of the Expert Committee of the Phila­

telic Foundation as well as a Governor of the Col ­

lectors Club, has written a most thorough and 

comprehensive study of these Classic stamps . 

• 
84 pages . . .. .. .. . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . .. .. . 11 0 Illustrations 

Price $2.00 postpaid 
(Ready In November, 1957 ) 

• 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB 

22 East 35th Street, New York 16, N. Y. 
II THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXVI, NO. VI 



THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Considers one of its most important functions the 

improvement of relations between Collectors and 

Dealers . . . Our more than 800 Members are 

pledged to serve you wel I. 

The stamps which they sell you must be and are 

Guaranteed Genuine. 

We urge you to purchase your stamps from dealers 

displaying the A. S. D. A. Symbol. 

We firmly believe that the Members of the 

Collectors Club and The American Stamp Dealers' 

Association are engaged in a joint enterprise - the 

Improvement of Philately. 

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 
116 Nassau Street £ New York 38, N. Y. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXVI, NO. VI Ill 



Collectors Club Handbooks 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

- 24c AIR MAIL INVERTED CENTER OF 1918 
By He nry M. Goodkind 

32 Pages .... 19 Illustrations . . .. Price $1.00 

EARLY AMERICAN PERFORATING MACHINES 
AND PERFORATIONS 1857-1867 

By Winthrop S. Boggs 

33 Pages .... 20 Illustrations .... Price $1.00 

FRENCH MOROCCO 
THE 1943-44 TOUR HASSAN ISSUES 

By Charles Neidorf 

56 Pages .... 62 Illustrations .••. Price $1.50 

COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
Cumulative Index (1922-1951) 

CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 
The Two Cent Green Stamp 

By Howard Lehman 

. . . • • . . . Price $1 .00 

23 Pages .... 41 Illustrations . . . . Price $1.00 

BRAZIL 
Bulls Eye Centennial Issue 1843-1943 . . . . . . . Price $2.00 

(Translation from Kohl's Handbook) 
Parts I, II and IV Only . . • • Price $2.00 Each 

TIBET, EP AL and GREECE (Part III) are sold out 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35th Street, New York 16, N. Y. 
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MINKUS PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
ANNOUNCES: 

F01R THE FIRST TIME! 

THE NEW WORLD-WIDE 
POSTAGE STAMP CATALOG 

A MONUMENTAL WORK ALL COLLECTORS WILL TREASURE 
worthy companion to your Global stamp albums or any other album the 
collector owns. These volumes are literally studded with sparkling new 
features , represent ing a fabulous wealth of up-to-date information obtain ­
able nowhere else. Here you will find new techniques , reliable facts and 
f igures , and a freshness that will breathe life into your hobby. HERE IS A 
BIGGER AND BETTER CATALOG ... THE MOST ESSENTIAL AND USE­
FUL CATALOG EVER PUBLISHED FOR THE COLLECTOR WHO REALLY 
WANTS TO KNOW AND ENJOY STAMPS. 

BICCER & 

BETTER ••• 

Q,RDER NOW 

Complete-up-to-date cove rage of wo rld-wide 

stamps from 1840 to date . 

VOLUME I & II (Combined ed ition l -U. S., Gt. Brit. & Col. , Cen-
tral & So. America , free nat ions Asia & Africa ........ ............ $7.95 

VOLUME II I- Europe & Co loni es ..... .. ..... ... ....... .. ............. .... ........ . 7.95 

Available in the Collector' s Stamp and Coin 'Department of 
these famous stores: 

Atlanta-RICH 'S 
Boston-JORDAN MARSH CO. 
Chicago--MARSHALL FIELD & CO. 
Cleveland-THE HALLE BROS. CO. 
Detroit-I . L. HUDSON CO. 
Hartford-G. FOX & CO. 
Milwaukee-GIMBELS 
New York-GIMBELS 

Philadelphia-GIMBELS 
Pittsburgh-KAUFMAN N'S 
San Antonio-JOSKE's of TEXAS 
Valley Stream , N. Y.-GIMBELS 
Washington , D. C.-

WOODWARD & LOTHROP 
Westchester, N. Y.-GIMBELS 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXVI, NO. VI v 



A ROUND TRIP TO NEW YORK 

THE FOLLOWING ARE A FEW 

CURRENT OFFERS FROM OUR 

STOCK OF SUPERB QUALITY 

STAMPS. 

CHINA: 

1878 / 83, 5 cands. yellow, S. G. 6, 
Scott 3 , Brilliant mint marginal 
corner block of 4 , with full 
sheet margins ............ .. ... . $110 

1897, 24c. deep rose- red, S.G. 51 , 
Scott 24n, Mint pair . .. ..... $100 

1 897, 1 Oc. on 12c. brown-orange, 
S. G. 109, Scott 63'a. Mint vert-
ical strip of 3 .. .. ..... .. ....... $ 80 

COLOMBIA : 

186 1, 2 V2c. black , S. G. 24, Scott 
13 , used. A very attractive and 
large-margined example $1 00 

1861 , 1 peso rose, S. G. 30, Scott 
1.8, used . Very fine .... .. .. $40 

PORTUGUESE COLONIES : 
AZORES : 

1868 , Type 1 ove rpr in t , 1 Or. yel­
low, imperf., S. G. 2, Scott 2, 
used. A superb example of this 
rarity. (Catalogued by Scott at 
$500 ) . .. ........... ....... ... . ... . $300 

MEXICO : 

1868, Error, 50c. blue on pink, 
S. G. 75e (Scott 69b), district 
name QUERETARO. A fine used 
example of this rarity .. .... $350 

WE ARE ALWAYS KEEN TO 
PURCHASE FINE QUALITY 
CLASSIC ISSUES, ALSO GOOD 
COLLECTIONS OF ANY COUN­
TRY - LARGE OR SMALL. 

H E. W INGFI E LD & CO. 

have pleasure in announcing that 

MR. A . L. MICHAEL 

will be in NEW YORK during the 

period of 

NOVEMBER 14th - 30th, 1957 

and looks forward to meeting many of 

his old friends at the 

WALDORF-ASTORIA HOTEL, 

PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK 

Mr. Michael will have with 
him a comprehensive selection 
from our stock of Fine Quality 
Stamps, and extends a cordial 
invitation to collectors who 
w ould lik e to see them to contact 

hini at his headquarters. 

Mr. Michael's itinerary will also 

include visits to 

MONTREAL 

AND 

TORONTO 

H. E. WINGFIELD & CO. 
PUBLISHERS OF THE " STRAND STAMP JOURNAL" 

392, STRAND, LONDON, W. C. 2. 
Telephones : TEMple Bar 2005 , 4136 
VI THE COLLECTO RS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL . XXXVI, NO. VI 



THE EOllEETORS ElUB ••••••• 
HENRY M . COODKIND, Editor 

PHILATELIST Editorial Committee 

WINTHROP S. BOCGS 
HARRISON D.S. HAVERBECK 
EDWIN MUELLER •••••••••••• STEPHEN C. RICH 

The Coll ectors Club Ph ilatelist is published six times a year by The Co llectors Club, Inc., 
22 East 35th Street, New York 16, N. Y. Entered as second- class matter July 5, 1927 , 
at the Post Office at Federalsburg , Maryland, under the Act of March 3 , 1879. 

Annua l Subscr ipti on Rate :-$7 .50 fo r non-profit institut ions; all others, $ 10 .00. 
Indiv idua l copies-$2 .00 each . 
E dit orials 

Philatelic Judges 

For th e fi rst t ime in our memory, a maj or 
U nited States phil a telic organization has 
made a constructive step towards es tablish­
ing stand ard s by which Jud ges fo r Intern a­
tion al Phil a telic Exhibitions may be chosen. 
Th e Association f or S tam p Exhibitions, In c. 
at th e mee ting of th e Boa rd of Directors held 
on O ctobe r 2 , 1957 adopted by un animous 
vote th e repo rt of a special committee ap­
pointed for th e pu rpose of es tablishing such 
standards . 

Th e Text of the fi rst pa rt of th is repor t 
fo llows: 

" In the opinion of th is committee th e fo l­
lowi ng a re necessa ry criteria: 

I . The pe rson mu st be a phil atelist. The 
gu id e to th e es tabli shment of this should be 
based upon one or mo re of th e fo llowing : 
W inn ing of a major awa rd at one previous 
Intern ational Exhibit ion (Majo r Award s 
conside red as si lver or higher ) , o r publica­
tion of a t leas t one recognized, auth oritative 
handbook, or be th e auth or of a stand ard 
refe rence a rticle or se ries of a rticles, or be a 
member in full st anding of a recognized ex­
pert committee." 

This is indeed a majo r st atement of policy, 
and one which should bear so me we ight w ith 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B P HILATEL IST, VOL. XXXVJ, 
th e persons or co mmittees entrusted w ith the 
task of se lecting Jud ges. It is necessa ry that 
th is policy be given th e w ides t possible dis­
semin ation both a t home and ove rseas. 

L et us pause fo r a moment and analyze the 
meaning of th e cr iter ia set up in th is r eport. 
V ery simply th e main th ought expressed here 
is th at a candida te fo r an Intern ational Judge 
must be known for his ownership of collec­
tions, fo r his own resea rch work and be rec­
ognized as a top specialist in at leas t one 
fie ld . Th is does not incl ude one engaged in 
phil atelic wo rk th at is fu nd amentally journ al­
is tic, comm ercial or promotional, unless th ere 
is also evident phil atelic achievement to ac­
comp any it. This eliminates those w ho rid e 
on th e outer fr inges of phil a tely by reason of 
a fac ile pen or a silver tongue and do not 
own th e top-notch coll ection s. There is no 
attempt mad e here to exclude th ose w ho are 
engaged in th e comm ercial end of phil a tely 
fo r a living, but r ather th e way is opened for 
th e commercial phila tel ist, w ho is in his own 
right a recognized specialist, to r ightfu lly re­
ceive recognit ion for his own research and 
study. 

Whil e this repor t is a step in th e right di­
rec tion, we do not think th at it has gone 
qu ite fa r enough. Th ere is th e essent ial qu es­
tion of th e open mind. T he awards given 
by Jud ges at an Intern ation al E xhibition are 
to be given to th e collection, not to th e ex­
hibitor . The tendency to favo r ind ividuals 
NO. VI 259 



ED I T ORI ALS 
must be stopped. P ersonalities should not be 
allowed to influence th e awa rd . or should 
the monetary valu e of an exhibit be consid­
ered par amount. The open mind also means 
th at th e Jud ge must be able to abide by th e 
rules es tablished by th e exhibition committee 
w heth er or not he entirely agrees w ith th em. 
There has been too much of a tend ency to 
sidestep th e rules in order to favo r ce rtain in­
dividual exhibitors. Favo ritism among Judges 
should be minimized, if not completely el imi­
nated. 

Then, fin ally, there is anoth er aspect of the 
problem th at cannot be overlooked. A Judge 
is, in a sense, an ambassador of his country. 
He should represent th e fin est in American 
philately or in the philately of the country he 
represents. H e must also be acceptable as a 
represe nt ative of his country to th e oth er 
members of th e Boa rd of Judges. His repu­
ta tion and opinions must be respected inter­
nationally, based entirely upon his grasp and 
dedication to ph ilately. 

U p to now we have confined this discussion 
to Jud ges of International E xhibitions. But 
is it not a fac t th a t these same requirements 
can equ ally w ell be applied in the field of th e 

a tional E xhibitions ? Are not th e criteri a 
equ ally important there? W e think so. W e 
believe th at th e only bas ic difference is one 
of degree. W e look upon th e ational Exhi­
bition as being a proving ground fo r future 
Intern ational compet ition. Then, th e Judges 
for th ese shows should be consid ered by th e 
same bas ic requirements. In fac t , we should 
add to the criteri a for an Intern ational Judge 
that the candid ate should have had previous 
extensive experience as Judge at ational 
shows, having es tablished a reputa tion as a 
keen phil ate list acting always in a fair , un­
bi ased m anner. 

Now th at these stand ard s have been fo rm­
alized by th e long-established A ss ociation f or 
Stam p Exhibitions, In c. th at has run eve ry 
Intern ational Philatelic Exhibition in the 
U nited States, we feel th at th e next logical 
step to be t aken is to convene a board repre­
senting the major philatelic organizations in 
this country. This selection boa rd should be 
cha rged w ith th e duty of choosing a panel of 
candid ates fo r Judges, w ho are qu alifi ed fo r 
both Intern ation al and National E xhibitions. 
It might even be poss ible to go a step further 
and select two panels, one for each type of 
260 T HE COLL
show. When th e selection board has com­
pleted and publi shed its fi ndings, th e names of 
those chosen fo r th e panels should be m ade 
avail able to a ll exhibition committees and to 
th e F eder ation Intern ati onale de Phil atelie 
to guid e th ese bodies in th eir selection of 
J udges fro m our country. This step, in our 
opinion, w ill be one of th e major accompli sh­
ments in o rganization, th at th e body of phi­
lately has made since th e fi rst st amp collec­
t ion was started. It w ill place Exhibitions in 
th ei r proper prospective as a measu re of 
achievement of in dividual collector s. 

(H .D .S.H.) 
Stamp Saver - A Useful Term 
Some yea rs ago in th ese editori al columns, 

H. D. S. H ave rbeck suggested th at separate 
defi nitions fo r "a stamp collector" and "a 
phil ateli st" wo ul d prove useful. T he term 
" philateli st" shoul d apply to those interested 
in adv anced coll ecting, w hile "a stamp col­
lector" would be conside red th e typical 
space-fill er. 

The reaction was generally favo rable, ex­
ce pt from some non-Collectors C lub mem­
bers, wh o obj ected to this idea as snobbish 
and discrimin atory. The latter maintained 
th at phil a tely covered all ph ases of st amp 
collecting. Therefore, all collectors are 
phil ateli sts. 

Since th en a new group of people have 
ente red phil a tely. These people are nei th er 
" phil atelists" nor "s tamp collectors." T hey 
buy stamps fo r specul ation only. They do 
not kn ow th e meaning or use of any phila­
telic accesso ry. Albums, catalogs, hinges, 
and all th e oth er rudimentary requ irements 
fo r coll ecting stamps are beyond th eir ken. 
When you meet this type of specul ator , he 
usually says: "Oh! I save stamps. D o you ?" 

The constant repetition of th e ph rase 
"sav ing stamps" spa rks an id ea. It may bt> 
very use ful to pl ace th ese specul a tors in a 
di stinct cl ass , applying the term th ey so of ten 
use. L et 's call th e speculators-stamp sav­
ers-beca use th is is exactly w hat they do. 
They save stamps, place th em in va rious 
means of stor age, hoping to sell in th e fu tu re 
at a profit. Instead of buying Gove rnment 
Savings Bond s or usi ng a Sav in gs Bank, they 
save stamps . 

Consequ ently w ithin th e st atistics of mil-
ECTO RS CLU B PH ILATEL IST, VOL. XXXVI , NO. VI 
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lions of stamp collector s, one fi nds " phil atel-
is ts", "stamp collecto rs", and "st amp 
savers." (H. M . G. ) 

The Library 

In th e M ay I957 issue of THE COLLECTORS 
CLU B PHILATE LI ST th e fi r st of a new se ries of 
the libr a ry's "wants" was published together 
w ith editori al comm ent germane to this list­
ing. T o da te th e response to this appeal h as 
been such th at I , as Chairm an of th e Libra ry 
Committee, fin d it difficult to express my 
fe elings. 

Ambiguous ? 
Yes ! And so it is meant to be. F rom a 

membership of close to 1200, only fi ve h ave 
respond ed to our appeal. This is an insig­
nificant numbe r from a st atistical viewpoint, 
but a highly significant one as a measure­
ment of member inte res t in th e lib ra ry. True, 
not everyone would have access to out-of­
date pe riodicals and gove rnment publications. 
But neither did all five members w ho re­
sponded to th e appeal. Three donated items 
the libra ry needed. The other two offered 
fund s to pay fo r missing items if th ey could 
be purch ased. 

L et us look now at th e altern ative mean­
ing of th e second sentence . H ere indeed it 
was difficult to adequ ately express our ap­
precia tion fo r th e presentations made to th e 
libra ry. A polite form al th ank-you letter 
could not suffice when each of th e three mem­
bers who respond ed w ith materi al did so, not 
j ust to fill a gap in our li st of missing issues, 
nor to dispose of something, but instead will­
ingly sac rificed something of interes t and 
value to him , th at other s might better benefi t 
from th e use of his gift. Such is th e generous 
giver. L et us quote from each of th e letters 
of tr ansmittal. 

Stephen G. Rich "-th ey a re from my per­
sonal fil e but as long as I know th e club needs 
them I co uld not keep th em". 

C urtis B. J ames "-I h ate to pa rt w ith 
my copy but I will ge t more satisfaction out 
of knowing th at th e libr a ry has g reate r use 
fo r it th an I do". 

St anley H odz iewich "-For sometime I 
have been hoping to find a proper place for 
them and I am happy I can fill so m any gaps 
in th e co ll ection". 
THE COLLECTORS CL UB PH ILATELI ST, VOL. XXXVI, 
Each has made a sac rifice fo r th e benefi t of 
th e Club. W on' t you too, do w h at you can ? 
Check again th e li sts of library w ants th at 
have been published and pl an to examine 
th ose forth coming. The entire list will be 
r eiss ued at a later da te, but w e do not plan 
to hold up the binding of periodicals th at ar e 
still missing only one o r two numbers. P ro­
vision w ill be made for tipping in th e miss­
ing numbe rs when th ey become avail able. U n­
bound peri odicals a re not avail able for circu­
la t ion. But as it is one of th e libra ry com­
mittee's a ims to m ake avail able to th e ent ire 
membership as much of the collection as is 
possible we shall need your help toward 
this end . 

Speci al mention mu st be made of the mu­
nificent g ift of Mr. Hodz iewich. Within 
days afte r th e las t copy of thi s magazine had 
been sent to th e members and subscribers,­
th e one list ing the items making up hi s gift, 
-six members w ithin one w eek visited the 
club to consult th e U nit ed States P ostal 
G uides in th e libr a ry's collection. This is 
truly an indication of th e value of these 
books as w orks of r efe rence. (M alcolm G . 
O 'R eilly) 

Free Use of Knowledge 
Some phil ateli sts w ould be w ell advised 

not only to read but to practice th e legend 
printed upon th e U nited States I954 com­
memorative st amp marking th e 2ooth Anni­
versa ry of th e found ing of one of th e wo rld 's 
g rea t univer siti es, Columbia. This reads: 
" Man's Right t o Kn owledge and th e F1·ee 
U se Th ereo f." 

P ossibly because st amp collecting is a pos­
sessive hobby, th ere are some, who treat th eir 
phil atelic knowledge as if it were something 
to be ho a rd ed as an individual possession. 
P erh aps eve ry one of us have had th e fru s­
tr ating experience of w riting to, or contact­
ing anoth er fellow phil atelist seeking some 
particul ar knowl edge, w hich we had been 
led to believe he had, but being r efu sed 
co-operati on. Or one has been working 
upon a stu dy th at eventu ally he hopes may 
mate ri alize in a resea rch a rticle. Thus a 
conscientious attempt is made to cor ral as 
much in fo rm ation as poss ible from anyone 
having knowledge upon the subject. H ow­
ever , some choose to hold back. 
NO. VI 261 
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Unfortunately, some philatelists refu se to 
cooperate and withhold th eir knowledge as 
if it were something personal. Consequently, 
in the concept of liberal ed ucation, they are 
breaking one of its ca rdin al rules. Man has 
the inalien able right to th e knowledge and its 
free use. This does not excep t philatelists. 
A continu ation of this bad practice will not 
redound to th e benefit of phil ately, and those 
w ho persist in denying th e free use of th eir 
philatelic knowledge rightly dese rve seve re 
criticism. (H. M. G. ) 

Obituary 

Bertram W. H. Poole 
Just about the time that the September, 

1957 number of thi s magaz ine w as being 
mailed, a long phil atelic ca reer came to an 
end . B. W. H. Poole died in P asadena, 
Calif. on September 8, 1957· 

TH E COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST need 
not publish an obituary of Mr. Poole , be­
cause on page 68 of the March, 1957 num­
ber, one can find a lengthy w rite-up of hi s 
ca reer , which fo llowed an a rticl e written by 
B. W . H. Poole on " Bolivia's 5c. Condor 
Stamp of 1866-67" . Anything now penned 
wou ld be more or less redund ant. 

However, one significant matter can be 
noted. Mr. Poole will rank among th e sm all 
ci rcl e of phil ately's most prolific writers. 
The September, 1957 number of thi s maga­
z ine published his a rticle on "Gold Coast's 
First Victoria Design ". This poss ibly ma rks 
th e las t one of a long, lon g record. If so, 
TH E COL
thi s magaz ine feels a ce rtain sa tisfaction over 
this coincidence. 

Philately in this co untry can use another 
" B. W. H . P oole", whose writings were of 
great service, beca use th ey w ere both popular 
and accurate. Phil atelic ar ticles now lack a 
good middle ground. There is little or noth­
ing for a coll ecto r between th e neophyte and 
philatelic stud ent. The present difficulty is 
th a t th e w rite rs for the beginner have sacri­
ficed accur acy fo r a popular style, w hereas 
our scholarly works are mostly too cientific 
for the coll ector, who is just com mencing to 
t ake phil a tely se riously. Mr. P oole was one 
of th e few auth ors, who const antly and in­
terestingly, se rved thi s "middle class" col­
lecto r. His pass ing has left a void, th at 
shou ld be fi ll ed for th e welfare of phil ately 
in thi s country. 

In recognition of th e long and dedicated 
phil a telic ca ree r of B. W . H . P oole, th e 
Boa rd of Governors of THE COLLECTORS CLUB 

a t its regul a r meeting of September 25, 1957 
passed th e following resolution : 

"Th e Board of Governo rs of The Collect­
ors C lub , in regular meeting convened on 
W edn esday, th e 25th of September, 1957, 
hereby resolve th a t th e demise of their mem­
ber, Bertram W. H. Poole, is profoundly re­
g retted and st ate th at his presence in the 
philate lic world wi ll be sorely missed. His 
voli;minous and valued philatelic works will 
continue to se rve as a remembrance of his 
service to phil ately. 

" Be it further resolved th at th e family of 
Bertr am W. H. P oole be informed of th e 
above resolution." 
In case of a change of address , 

please advise­

Secretary, The Collectors Club 

22 East 35 Street, 

New York 16, N . Y . 
LEC
COMING MEETINGS 

November 20th 

Surcharges and Expertization - He rber t 
Bloch . 

Dece mber 4th 

Research , one stamp, one issue, or Postal 
marking-Competitive display by members. 

December 18th 

" Aden " - Albert H. Higgins. 
TO RS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. xxxvr, NO. VI 



VENEZUELA 

The Pre-Stamp And Stampless Cover Period 

By C. W . WICKERSHAM 
Un til 1830, Venezuela was part of Colom­
bia. The posts were ad ministe red under 
Spanish sovereignty until 181 l , but af ter th at 
da te by th e Colombian authorities until th e 
sepa ration in 1830. From that yea r to th e 
time of th e iss ue of th e fi rst Venezuelan 
stamps in 1859, the norm al method of pay­
ment of postage was either by cash at th e 
post office or by forwarding mail for pay­
ment by th e recipient. 

In th e case of for eign mail, th ere might be 
prepayment of pa rt of th e postage, th e bal­
ance to be paid by th e add ressee . Afte r 1859 
these older meth ods continued for some time. 
The forwarding of foreign mail without ad­
hes ive st amps is kn own a t leas t as late as 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PH ILATELIST, VOL. xxxvr, 
l 879. There were possibly special r easons 
fo r this. It took time for postmasters and 
oth er s concerned to ge t used to the change. 
Venez uela did not join th e Universal Postal 
U nion until 1880. Most of the known cov­
e rs franked w ith th e early issues of Venezu­
ela stamps a re add ressed to Venezuelan 
towns and represent domestic r ather than 
fore ign use . 

Another reason may well h ave been th e 
shortage of st amps o r th eir complete ab­
sence m some or all post offices from time 
to time during th e first twenty years of 
st amps. From March , 1871 to August, 1873, 
for instance, th e only Venezuela st amps avail­
able at all were the First Escuelas issues. 
Fig. 1. La Guaira 1828 folded letter, with Colombia postmark in red. 
NO. VI 
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This was a period of over two years. The 
situ ation was ce rt ainly not an encouragement 
to aband on older practices with which all 
had been fam ili ar. 

To return to the pre-adhesive st amp 
period :-in some offices a hand stamp was 
used including th e word "FRA TCA", to 
show prepayment, or "DEBE" to show post­
age due. Few post offices in th e co untry 
had rate marking devices, but several had 
these handstamps. 

Most of the covers or folded letters that 
have su rvived from th ese ea rly days were 
mail ed in L a Guaira, Ca racas, or Porto Ca­
bello. Of those that have survived, a num­
ber were add ressed to England or France. 
They show a va riety of postmarks, including 
numerals, entry marks, rate and we ight 
ma rks, as we ll as figures of charges or of 
post age due. Many are marked to go by 
packet or by English packet. The slim num­
eral m anu sc ri pt o r hand stamped numerals 
a re not to be confu sed with th e heavy Vene­
zuela num era ls of weight or rate, which we 
will shortly describe .1 

There were few towns of any size or 
comme rcial importance, or where there were 
many lite rate inhabitants in Venezuela, in 
th ese early days. It is probable th at in th e 
period from th e thirties to th e seventies of 
th e last century, less than ten per cent of the 
population were white. These were of 
Spanish descent. There were, however, quite 
a few foreigners, including act ive Dutch, 
German, and oth er European commercial 
hou ses, as well as British and American 
traders. It is la rgely to th e busin ess houses 
and to French and English merchants th a t 
we owe surviving cove rs, as well as the fo r­
eign mail and steamship postmarks and the 
famous La Guaira "Locals" .2 

Colombian Postmarks 

The description of Ve nezuelan covers prior 
to 1830 belongs to th e postal history of Co­
lombia; but it is interes ting to note that Co­
lombi an postmarks we re used fo r some time 
af terwards. Such covers are found as late 
as 1842. The mark used at LaGuaira was 

1 The word "co ver" is used throughout to inc lud e 
fo ld ed letters, which were far more common in the 
early days than modern envelopes. Occasionally 
"folded letter 11 is used where there may be a reason to 
di stingui sh one from a modern envelope. 
THE COLL
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Fig . 2 . 1826 La Gua ira cover with unframed 
" GUAYRA " st raight-lin e in red . 

in the form of a large oval in red about 54 
mm. across with the words " R EPUBLICA 
DE COLOM BIA" and "Guayra Franca". 

A similar red postmark was used at Mara­
caibo as late as 18+1. This mark on a cover 
formerly in the writer 's collection reads " R E­
P U BLI CA DE COLOM BIA" and "Mara­
caybo - Debe". It is addressed to Senor 
Juan Bettolacci - "Del Comercia de San 
J ose de Cucuta" . The cover is also marked 
wi th a manuscript "us" in black, undoubt­
ed ly meaning th a t two reales was th e rate 
to be coll ected. 

"Guayra" Straight-line 

Another ea rly postmark consists of the 
"GUA YRA" unframed st raight-line capitals 
in red. This must be r a re, as it has been 
seen only on two fo ld ed letters from La 
Guaira to London. One is dated in 1825 and 
the other 1826. No la ter use is known to 
the writer. (Fig. 2) 

The Double Circles 

By 18+3, at lates t , a la rge double circle 
postmark was in use at La Guaira, Caracas 
and possibly elsewhere . It is found in black, 
blue, red , or green . It consists of two con­
centric groups of ci rcles with tl-ie words 
"CORREO DE VENEZUELA" between 
the main circles and "GUAIRA F RANCA" 
or "CARACAS FRA TCA" or "DEBE" in 
two lines in the cen ter. 

2 The LaGuaira "Loca ls,, arc incorrectly so designated 
in the rntaloi::s. They were really Foreign ;\Jail Steam­
ship stamp s, duly authorized for such use by the 
Venezuela Government. For a description of these 
stnmps see TH E COLLECTOR S C LUB PHILAT E LI ST, Vol. 
36. No. 1 , p. 5. 
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Fig . 3 . LaGuaira Double Circle, Type A, in red on 1843 cover to London . 
There a re two di stinct types of this m a rk, 
w hich we may call T ypes A and B respective­
ly. In T ype A th ere a re three circles in th e 
inner gro up, and two (or three) in the outer, 
one ra th er thin and the outermost usually 
thicke r. Th e small orn ament is directly un­
de r th e center of th e inner inscription. The 
diameter of th e ma rk is about 34 mm. 

In T ype B, th ere a re only two circles in th e 
inner group , and th e diameter of th e w hole 
mark is nea rer 33 mm. As used in Caracas, 
th e small orn ament is well to the left of th e 
center of th e inn er in sc ript ion. The L a 
G uair a use is at once distinguished by th e 
spelling of G uair a w ith a "Y " , in stead of an 
" I " as in T ype A . 

Ea rly covers w ith th e double circle post­
m ark examin ed by th e w rite r may be listed 
as fo llows : 

D ouble Circle, T ype A 
Black 

( L a) G uair a F ranca 1844 to L ondon 
( L a) G uair a F ranca 1849 to St . T homas 
( L a) G uair a F r anca 1849 to L ondon 
Caracas F r anca 1846 to Bord eaux 
Caracas D ebe ( 18? ?) to L a Guair a 
Caracas F ranca 1847 to London ( th ree) 
Ca racas F r anca 1849 to L a G uair a 
Ca r acas Franca 1849 to L ondon 

(with double oval bl ack " Libre de P orte") 
(See F ig. 5) 
T H E COLLECTORS CLUB P HILAT EL I ST , VOL. XXXVI, 
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( L a ) G uaira F ranca 1843 to London 
( L a) Guaira Franca 1845 to L ondon 
(L a ) G uaira F ranca 1845 to P aris 
( L a) Guaira F ranca 1845 to Bordea ux 
( L a) Gu air a Franca 1846 to L ondon 
( L a) Gu ai ra Franca 1847 to L ondon 

(Color nea rer maroon th an red) 
(La ) Gu air a Franca 1847 to Bord eaux 
( L a) Guaira F r anca 1847 to P aris 

T ype B 

Black 

Caracas Franca 1851 to Bord eaux 
Car acas Franca l 854 to P aris 
(L a) Gu ayra Franca 1850 to L ond on 
( L a) Guayr a Franca 1852 to Bord eaux 
(L a ) Guayra Franca 1853 to M arseille 
( L a ) Guayra Franca 1856 to Bord eaux 

E vidently T ype A w as used in th e 184o's, 
and w as succeeded about 1850 by T ype B, 
which was used during the next decade. No 
double circle of either type in red, blue, or 
g reen was used in C a racas, so fa r as now 
known. C aracas stuck to bl ack, but L a 
G uay ra had a leaning to colors. 

This postm ark, T ype B, w as also used as a 
cance ll a tion after th e introduct ion of st amps. 
N O. VI 
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Fig. 4 . Caracas Double Circle , Type B, on 18 51 cover to Bordeaux via En gland . 
The Caracas Libre De Porte 

By 1849 Ca racas had a la rge handstamp 

in bl ack in th e fo rm of a do uble oval. Each 

oval consis ts of two l ines se t close togeth er. 

Between th e ovals appea r th e wo rd s " COR­

REO D E V E TEZU ELA" and star , w hile 

w ithin th e smaller oval a re th e wo rds " CA­
RACAS- LIBRE DE PORTE". The 
w hole m arking is 45 mm. by 24 mm. 

The only examples of thi s ma rk known to 
th e wri te r a re in bl ack on covers to L on­
don in 1849 and 1850. The use of this m ark 
could not have been extensive. 
TH E COL
The Dated Town Mark 

In 1845 or possibly earl ier , a dated post­
ma rk w as in use. This was in circul ar fo rm, 
th e name of th e town and two short curved 
l ines being set up to fo rm a circle or r ing, 
w ith th e month , day, and year appearing in 
th e center. In one of th e l ater P orto C abello 
covers, th e year comes fi r st, the month and 
day foll owing. In all others examined, the 
month and day come fir st and th en the year. 
This mark has been seen in red as a back­
stamp on an 1845 P orto C abello cover and 
in red ( I ) and green ( I ) on two 1849 L a 
Guair a covers, all to L ond on. It has been 
Fig. 5. Caracas Double Oval on 18 49 Cover to London. 
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T

Fig. 6. Dated " Porto Cabel lo" on 18 58 cover to Bordeaux. 
seen also in bl ack as a postma rk on 1858 ana 
1859 cove rs to Bord eaux from P orto Cabello 
by British ship . Because of th e difference in 
length of th e names of th e two ports, the 
curved lines are longer in the ma rk as used 
a t L a G uair a. 

The simil arity of this mark to certain ea rly 
British postm a rks especially some of th ose 
used abroad w ill be noticed a t once by all 
s tu d en ts of British postm a rks. B ri ti sh postal 
agencies ex isted a t P o rto Cabell o and L a 
HE COL LECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST , VOL. XXXVI , 
Gu aira and th e postm ark was used for ship 
lette rs to E ngland and th e Continent. 

The Weight or Rate Numerals 

T o th e coll ector of ea rly Ven ez uela st amps, 
the num eral marks found on used specimens, 
are among th e most interesting features of 
used V enezuel a. As stud ents of this fasc i­
nating country know, all issues up to 1880, 
and especially th e fir st issues, a re found from 
time to time cancell ed w ith a heavy num eral. 
Fig. 7. 1846 Cover with Venezuelan numeral s " V2 ". 
N O. VI 
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Fig . 8. 1847 Caracas Cover to London with Venezuela Numerals . 
This is sometimes in black, so metimes in 
color. What is the me aning of this odd can­
cellation? 

It has been said in explanation that when 
the first iss ue of Venezuela stamps appeared 
in I 859, few towns in Venezuela had cancel­
ling devices and that the weight or rate 
marks were therefore employed to cancel the 
stamps. Yet, as we have seen, the princi­
pal towns and ports, such as Caracas, La 
Guaira and Porto Cabello had been using 
hand stamped postmarks for many years and 
co uld doubtless continue their use until they 
were supplied w ith new devices. The large 
double circle postmarks were still in use at 
Caracas and La Guaira in the late 185o's. 
New postmarks for cancelling came into be­
ing in 1859. Possibly a more likely expla­
nation is that some of the smaller towns or 
post offices had only these ra te or weight 
~arks , and so used them until cancelling de­
vices were somewhat tardily supplied. But 
they were also used at Porto Cabello, as th e 
writer has examined a Porto Cabello cover 
to Valencia with the medio re al yellow of 
the coarse impression ( 1859) cancelled with 
a black "O". 

The ea rliest pre-stamp cover seen by the 
writer with the Venezuela numeral is one 
from Caracas to Bordeaux in 1846. From 
th at time on the use is frequent. The 1846 
cover is postmarked with the Caracas Fran-
THE COLL
ca double ci rcle , Type A, in black. It bears 
also the "Colonies" mark, the Boulogne 
French entry mark, and the French numeral 
20. The Venezuela numer als are "0" in 
black. 

Prestamp covers with Venezuelan numer­
als formerly in the writer's collection were 
as follows: 

From Caracas 

1846 to Bordeaux "0" 
1847 to London "10 ONZ" and "2" 

1847 to London "1 y,( ONZ" and "2~" 
1847 to London "1 ONZ" and "1~" 
18~9 to London "1 ONZ" and "1~" 
1849 to L a Guaira " 0 " 
1849 to London " y,( ONZ" and "1" 
1850 to London, " y,( ONZ" (Note 3) 
1850 to London "1 ONZ" 
1851 to Bordeaux "2" 
1854 to Paris " 0 ONZ" and "3" ote 4) 
1857 to Bordeaux "2" 

From La Guaira 

1849 to St. Thomas "10" (I ONZ) 
1849 to London " 0 ONZ" 
1852 to Bordeaux "2" (two) 
1852 to Marseille "2" 

1853 to Marseille "2" 

3 The numera l s appear sideways on this cover. 

•The 11 !/z " appears sideways. 
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1855 to Marseille "2" 
1856 to Bordeaux "2" 
1858 to Bordeaux "4" 

From Barquisimeto 

18(45-9 ?) to Caracas "1Y," (in red) 

The frequent use of the numeral "2" after 
1850 on covers to the continent indicates its 
use as a rate mark (or possibly a rou te 
mark) , as the covers th emselves g ive no sign 
of bei ng more than ordinary weight. The 
ea rli er marks w ith the word "ONZ" (ounce) 
must be we ight , or combined weigh t and rate 
marks. 

Where two sets of numerals appear, as in 
the r847 Caracas cover to London, the sec­
ond is believed to be either a correction, or 
a rate mark. 

A point of interest and possible value is 
that no numerals between numbers 5 and 9 
appear, during the pre-stamp period , on any 
covers seen by th e w riter. Nevertheless, 
th ese missing numbers-i. e., 5, 6, 7, 8, and 
9-as well as the other numerals, are all 
fo und used as cancell ations on st am ps of the 
firs t issues. 

It seems probable, therefore, th at while on­
ly the more important post offices in Venezu­
ela had regular postmarks, m any post offices 
were equ ipped w ith numeral h and stamps to 
mark th e weight of the letter or other m a­
terial passing through the mails, or th e rate 
to be applied to the particular t ransit. 

So th ey were occasionally used from 1859 
on , principally in those offices which had no 
postmarks, or alte rn atively with th em, where 
th ey ex isted, and this use continu ed until 
r88o and possibly late r , although st amps with 
th e true numer al cancell ation become pro­
g ressively scarcer after th e first issues of 
stamps. 

A few numerals appea r in blue or red 
when used as cancell a tions for stamps. The 
zero (which is th e "O " of " ONZ") is not 
uncommon in blue and is also known in red. 
The " 2", "2Y," , "6" and "8" are known 
in blue as cancellations, although they are 
rare in this color. During the pre-stamp 
period , no numeral s have been seen except in 
bl ack, with th e one exception noted. 

Business Corner Card Handstamps 

The use of business corner card h and­
stamps was common. The earliest seen on 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXVl, 
Fig. 9 . 1845 La Gu ai ra Cover with Hand­
stamp of A. Morea u . 

stampless cove rs is th at of A. Moreau of 
La Guaira in 1845. This consists of an oval 
frame with th e words "A. Moreau C - L a 
Guayra', and two small decorations, all in 
blue. It is evid ently a hand stamp, and is 
the fo rerunner of many similar marks, some 
of which were used in later years to can­
cel or pre-cancel fisca l stamps. 

The following commercial handstamps on 
pre-stamp covers have been noted: 

La Guaira 

A Moreau-Blue oval w ith names of firm 
and town. 1845 

Louis D epeton-Double oval in green with 
n ames of firm and town. 1856 

Luis F. Garcia-Double oval in black with 
names of firm and town . 1858 

P or to Cabello 

A. Bielenberg & Co.-Double oval in blue 
with names of firm and town. 1847 

Pascal Chartier & Cie.-Similar. 1852 
Chartie1· Y Rao-Similar. 1854 
Rafael Calzadilla E Rijos-Simila r in green. 

1857 
Rafael Calzadilla E Rijos-Same in dark 

green. 1858 
H. Lange & Co.-Similar in greenish blue. 

1859 
Blohm Hagan & Co.- Similar in blue. 1859 

Caracas 

E. H enriques-Similar in blue. 1857 

These commercial m arkings are not all 
precisely the same in size, shape or arrange­
ment. But they are generally similar to each 
other and suggest a common custom. 
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Fig. 10. 1 819 La Guaira cove r with "Southampton Ship Lette r". 
Foreign M arks on Venezuela Covers 

Various foreign marks are fou nd on the 
mail sent abroad. T hese include hand­
stamped and manuscript markings. They are 
not Venezuela postmarks or cance ll ations, but 
as they are found on Venezuela covers and 
some are fou nd "cancelling" stamps in later 
years, a brief acco unt shou ld be given. 

Sou thampton S hip L ett er 

An 1819 fo ld ed letter from La G uaira, ad­
dressed to Messrs. F. Huth & Co., Lond on, 
is hand-stamped with th e words "SOUTH ­
HA IPTON-SHIP LETTER" in a plain 
rectangul ar frame. The cove r also shows 
portion s of the L a Guayra, R epublic of Co­
lombia, postmark, and a British manuscript 
"4/3" (fou r shillings three pence). This is 
th e only Venezuela cover bearin g this sh ip 
lette r mark known to the writer. 

Fi g. 11 . 1 83 1 Caracas cover to Bordeaux 
with " Pays d 'Outremer". 
 THE COLL
" Pays d'O utremer" 

A Caracas fo lded letter of 1831 to Bor­
deaux is stamped in black with the wo rds 
"PAYS D'OUTREM E R-PAR BOR­
DEAUX" enclosed in a plain rectangular 
frame. This is the only Venezuela cover 
kn own to th e writer with thi s mark.5 

Frenc h D ouble C ircles 

Covers for France a rriving at Boulogne or 
Ca lais were st amped with a small double 
circle with th e name of th e F rench por t of 
en try and th e nationality of th e packet- i. e., 
ANGL(AIS), in the case of mail transported 
by British packet. These marks a re often of 
g reat value, as th ey not only show th e name 
of th e port and th e nation ality of th e packet, 
but a re also da ted, the day, month and year 
appear ing w ithin the inner ci rcle. 

These marks a re in red or black. They 
were in use at leas t as ea rly as 18+2. Yvert 
dates th em from 1839. The red color ap­
pea rs to have been used at first, as th e black 
has not been seen before 1852. Use con­
tinued for many years.6 

The well known octagon al French packet 
postmark has not been seen on any Venezuela 
cove rs prior to I 859. 

5 Catalogue des Estampilles et Ob i iterat ions Posta le de 
France etc., Yvert & Cie. 1929, p. 406. 
0 A different wording was so met imes used to read 
AM B. CALA IS, etc ., an d omitting the figures "2" 
and "3''. 
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Fig . 12. French Double Circle on 1844 La Guaira Cove r to Bordeaux . 
" Colonies" A1ark. 

On many letters from L a Guai ra , Caracas, 
and Porto Cabell o addressed to France dur­
ing the period from 18H to 1856, there ap­
pears a handstamp in r ed , consis ting of a 
rectangle enclosing th e words " COLON IES 
- &c ART. 13". On La Guaira cove rs th e 
reference is sometimes to "ART. 12" or 
"ART. 18" (a cover to Bordeaux). The ref­
erences to "ART. 13", etc. , are doubtless to 
the articles of agreement between the British 
and French governments with respect to the 
ca rri age of the mails , entered into in 1843. 

The Partit ion Mark 

The parti tion mark was used to indicate 
the partition of rates based on the bulk of 
letters, accordi ng to the agreement between 
Great Britain and F rance. It is common and 
well knO\\·n on covers of th e period of st amps . 
It was in use, however, and appears on 
Venezuela pre-stamp covers by British pack­
et to Bordea ux via England and Cala is dated 
1857, and later dates. These cove rs are from 
Caracas, La Guaira, and P orto Cabell o. The 
partition mark is a r ectangle with two paral­
lel lines across th e length , dividing it into 
two small rect angles. In th e upper part are 
th e lette rs "G B", and in the lower "1F6oc". 
(See Fig. 6). The color is black.7 

7 See H enn an and Jewe ll , COLL E CTO RS C LUB PHILA­

T E LI ST for Januar y 195 r, p. 55 . 
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Fig . 13. 1852 La Guaira Cover to Marsei lles 
with " Colonies" Mark . 

The 1F6oc was th e rat e for accou nting 
between Great Britain and France per unit of 
30 g r ammes (almost equ al to one ounce) for 
hand! ing in bulk mail destined for France via 
Great Brita in. It was not an indication of 
the postage due by the recipient of a stamp­
less letter. 

"Yndias" Straight-line 

Th e mark was obligatory on mai l from the 
Spanish Carribbean area, due to a royal de­
cree of August 26, 1764, by King Carlos III 
of Spain. It is found on three covers from 
Venezuela examined by the writer, all from 
La Guaira to Spain in the 184o's. The mark 
is in red in capital letters and in one case 
reads " DE Y DIAS". The others lack the 
O. VI 
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Fig. 14. 1847 Vene zuela Cover with French and Venezuela Numerals. 
"DE". All three bear also Spani sh rate 
marks in red. Probably th ese covers went to 
Spain via P orto Rico, Cuba or other Spanish 
possessions, wh ere th e covers were ma rked . 
Venezuela, of course , had long ceased to be a 
Span ish possession. 

" I slas de Barlovent o" (Windward I sland s) 

This postmark in red capital letters is also 
r a rely fou nd on Venezuela cove rs to Spain. 
The writer has examined two such covers 
from L a Guaira to Bilbao. Both letters a re 
dated in 18+6, and both cove rs bear Spanish 
ra te mark s, also in red. 

Manuscript or Handstampe d Foreign 
Nume rals . 

Foreign num eral s in black appea r on pre­
stamp covers in th e mails to Europe from an 
ea rly date. These a re usuall y true manu­
sc ript in the case of letters to Grea t Britain. 
But th e g reat majori ty of th e covers to 
France are h and stamped with manuscript-ap­
peari ng num erals, usually 8, 10, 16, etc., be­
ginning in th e 185o's. They a re easi ly di s­
tinguished from th e heavy Venezuel a numer­
als by th eir likeness to manuscript numerals. 

a . Mail t o France. Letters addressed to 
Bordea ux, P aris, or Marseilles during the 
183o's, 4o's, and so's, were of ten ca rried by 
Briti sh packets and moved via South ampton 
or Lond on, and th ence vi a Calais or Bou-
TH E CO
logne. A few proceeded to the French port 
of St. Nazaire. Doubtless th ere were oth er 
routes, but th ese seem to have been the prin­
cipal routi ngs. 

The French num erals appea r to be in two 
catego ries, name ly manu sc ript numerals or 
h ands tamp in th e fo rm of manuscript during 
th e ea rli e r period, and hand stamped in bet­
ter form from about 1857 , or possibly ea rl ier. 
Th e la tter look like manusc ript, but are all 
alike, th at is, without th e vari ations shown 
by true manu scr ipt markings, and th ey a re 
in better shape o r form. 

Common nume rals during th e earlier 
period a re as follows: 20 ; I 5; meaning 20 
decimes ( 2 francs) and I 5 decimes (I franc 
50 centimes) r espectively.a 

A few cove rs to France h ave oth er num­
eral s. The 1831 cover to Bordeaux (Fig. 
I I ) shows only a manusc ript 2, w hich is 
probably in er ror for 20 decimes, th e " O " 
being omitted. The 18+5 La Guaira cover to 
M a rse ill es (Fig. 9) is ma rked 27, meaning 2 
fr ancs 7 decimes. An 1854 Ca racas cove r to 
P ar is is ma rked 45 , pres um ably meaning four 
fr ancs 5 decimes (40 fran cs).9 

8 See Y vert cata log, p. 73, referred to 111 Note 5. 

0 Tn French manuscript of t he pe ri od, a 4 w as written 
like a manu sc ript cap ital N, and a 2 sometimes re­
sembles our 9. The French 9 wa s usuall y somew hat 
humbacked and '<vith a stra ight tail, wh ereas the ta il 
of the 2 was usuall y bent or cur ved. 
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Fig. 15. 1842 Caracas cover to Le Havre, showing both English and French numera's and 
Caracas Franca. 
A most interesting a racas cover to L e 
H av re by E ngli sh packet to England and 
th ence via Calais has both th e E nglish manu ­
script "3/ 2" and th e French manu scr ipt "52" 
(52 decimes) . It is a lso marked w ith a 
hand stamped " P acket L etter" in red , and 
mu st have been ca rri ed by an expensive ship . 
It is impor tant to note that the cove r was 
marked "Franca" in Caracas. 

The second ca tegory of French numer als 
on Venezuela cove rs to France begins at least 
as ea rly as 1857. These are hand stamped on 
th e cover, and th e num erals examin ed are 
8, JO , 12, r 6, and 2-1-. As th ey refer to deci­
mes, the meaning is 80 centim es, r franc, r 
fran c 20 centimes, 1 franc 60 ce ntim es, and 
2 francs 40 centimes respectively. Covers 
from I 857 to 1879 formerly in th e writer's 
collection , including several cove rs fr anked 
wi th L a Guaira " local" stamps, bea r one or 
anoth er of these num eral s. 

b. Mail to Great B1·itain. The stampless 
cover to London fro m La Guaira, dated 1819, 
stamped " South ampton Ship Letter" (Fig. 
rn) , shows th e mark "4/3" in la rge black 
manusc ript . Cove rs to Great Brita in of sev­
er al dates in th e 182o's and l83o's often show 
a manu scr ipt "3/". These we re carried 
from South America by English packet. Sev-
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Fig. 16. 1859 Porto Cabell o cover to Bordeaux 
showing handstamped French numeral " 16" 
( 1 franc 60 centimes) . 

era! of th ese cove rs bea r Colombia postm arks 
for La Guaira, as th ey were mailed before 
Venezuel a separated from Colombia, or be­
fore La Guai ra ceased using thi s postm a rk. 
Covers to London dated in the early l84o's 
a re usually ma rked "2/ 3"-i.e. , 2 shillings 
3 pence-but by l 847 th e r ate must have 
been lowered, fo r simil a r covers to L ondon 
in th at year and in 1848, r849, and r850, from 
Caracas and L a Guair a by English packet are 
marked "2/ "-i. e., 2 shillings. This was 
apparently un affected by small variations in 
weight, since th e Venezuelan weight marks 
stamped on these cove rs include " :y,( ONZ", 
" 1 ONZ", "1 0 Z (and) 1y,(", and "1:y,( 
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Fig. 17 . 1850 Caracas Cover to London with English Manuscript Numeral "2/". 
ONZ" (and ) "2y,( ONZ". An 1843 cover 
is known , howeve r , marked " 1/ 5", and an 
1847 cover to L ondon showing Venezuelan 
marks of " 10 ONZ (and) 2" bears th e 
English manusc ript " 4/ "-i. e., 4 shillings. 

These English marks a re in true manu­
script and th e refo re vary from each oth er 
as much as th e hand writings of different 

· people m ay vary. 

Stampless Covers After 1859 

The forwarding of foreign m ail by st amp­
less covers continued for nea rly twenty yea rs 
after th e first issue of Venezuela st amps. 
The early issues of st amps were in compara­
tively small numbers, and for at leas t one 
period no stamps were available oth er th an 
the first Escuelas issues .10 Stamps were 
something of a novelty and th e La Guaira 
" locals" were not government issue, although 
authorized , and in any event were only de­
signed to prepay postage part way. These 
conditions undoubtedly contributed to th e fac t 
that we find stampless cove rs in use as late 
as 1880, and an occasional occurrence even 
l ater . W e also find British st amps used on 
Venezuela letters ca rried by British ships 
from 1869 to 1879, and French _;;tamps on 
 March, 1871 to A ugust, 1873. 

74 THE COLL
Venezuela cove rs via F rench packet to Eur­
ope during much th e same period. While 
ea rlier issues bega n to have th eir effect, it 
was not until th e 1880 'co rreos' issue of 
Venezuela st amps, which were specifically de­
signed for th e paymen t of postage on letters 
to be sent abroad, as well as for general use, 
that th e number of Venezuela st ampless cov­
e rs in th e foreign mails really dwindled 
away. 

During th e period between 1859 and 1879, 
th e foreign m arks a re much th e same as in 
th e ea rlier period. The F rench numerals 
continued (of th e second category) . Stamp­
less mai l to England was still marked wi th 
a manusc ript , for inst ance, "1 / -"-i. e., one 
shilling-as shown by two 1877 covers from 
C iud ad Bolivar to London. The "G.B." par­
titi on mark was still in u se in 1867. 

But a rapid change in the postmarks is to 
be noted. More mail to the contin en t was 
ca rried by French packets. The well known 
oct agonal French packet dated postmark ap­
pears in 1867 and succeeding year s. The 
new L a Guaira single lined blue or black 
cancellation comes into use, as well as other 
Venezuelan cancell ations. The older V ene­
zuela postmarks a re rarely found after 1859. 
They were repl aced by the devices ushered 
in by th e age of adhesive st amps. 
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M eeting of September 18, 1957 

U . S. 20th Century Mem ber Com petitio n 

The 1957-58 second h alf portion of th e 
regula r twice-a-month progr ams opened with 
a competitive displ ay and t alks on th e U nited 
Sta tes Twentieth Century st amps. 

F ive members considered th eir materi al of 
sufficient interes t fo r presentation. M rs. 
R ose C . R einer, Mr. Ira Seebacher, M rs . 
Rae D . Ehrenberg, M r. H enry M . Good­
kind and Dr. S tephen G. R ich particip ated 
in the compet ition. 

Mr. H a rrison D. S. H averbeck who pre­
sided, appointed M iss Ethel H arper and 
Mess rs. Juli an Gros and Malcolm G . 
O 'Reilly to judge th e competition. 

Mrs. Rein er displayed two fr ames of com­
memora tive st amps on First D ay cove rs com­
mencing w ith th e H awaii comm emorative is­
sue of 1928 and continuing th rough subse­
'Quent yea rs. Many of th e covers we re of 
family association as well as phil atelic in­
te rest , having been addressed to her late hus­
band Mr. I. G . R einer, a m an well -known 
for his philatel ic interes t s. 

M r. Ira Seebacher, th e renowned propon­
ent of topical collecting, specifically sports on 
st amps - th e games not th e individu als -
selected th e Federal Duck H unt ing P er­
mit st amps fo r his showing. H e pointed 
out th at th e central des ign of th ese st amps 
were decid ed by an open a rti st 's competition, 
not th e usual approach to cur rent U nited 
St ates st amp designs. The first thirteen 
Duck st amps were shown, st a rting w ith th e 
1934 issue designed by M r. J. N. D arling 
and continuing through 1946 of w hich M r. 
R obert W. Hines was the a rtist. A com­
plete se ries of pl ate number singles, or sheet 
ma rgin copies w ith th e plate number printed 
on the adjoining selvage, we re in th e fr ames. 
All fo ur posit ions fo r eve ry pl at e we re shown. 
From 1945 on the reve rse of these st amps 
we re printed w ith an instructional inscrip­
tion, w hich also h as a pl ate number. This 
pl ate has a number in only one position. The 
o utst anding item in Mr. Seebacher 's display 
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was an imper fo rate pair of th e 1934 Duck 
st amp of which only 28 a re r eported to exist. 
I ssued du ring th e Farl ey P ostm as tership th ey 
a re akin to th e speci al se ries w hich now bear 
his name that a number of collectors hold 
wi th in fa mous association r ath er th an r evered 
respect . 

M rs. E hrenberg displ ayed th e imperfor ate 
issues of the post age se ries commencing w ith 
1906 and ending w ith 1923 2-cent H a rding 
Memori al. The F arley imperforates of 1935 
we re omitted fr om her competing exhibit due 
to lack of d isplay space . The 1908 5-cent 
blue Lincoln impe rfo ra te was represented by 
a block of fo ur. M rs. E hrenberg's story of 
its acquisition prompted Mr. Alan Fe rn ald 
to rela te th e good fortun e of th e D etroit 
Stamp Club th e members of which h ad some 
1600 cop ies pro- r ated among th em at face 
value in the ea rly 19oo's. 

The oth er imperfora tes, w ith th e excep­
tion of th e 1906 4-cent value, w hich exists 
only w ith Schermack type III private per ­
fo r ations, we re presented in pairs o r blocks. 
Some of th e privately perfo rated values we re 
included in th e present ation to demonstr ate 
th e P ost O ffice D epartm ent 's reason fo r is­
suing these st amps in th e impe r fo rate st ate 
fo r use in vending machin es. 

Selected pages from a highly specialized 
collection of th e 1928 5-cent " Beacon" air 
mail we re shown by M r . Good kind. P r ior 
to th e actu al presentation of his di splay he 
explained th at as a phil a telic inves tment (s ic ) 
this collection w ould never compare to th e 
more popul a rly traded issues of today, but 
th at for wealth of pleasure and inte rest it 
held no pee r . Mr. Goodkind selected· this 
st amp fo r two reasons : one, it was illustr a­
tive of the many problems inherent in th e 
printing of a bi-colored st amp under. the 
th en contemporary professional printing con­
ditions; two, th e reason fo r this appa rent in­
congruity-the mass prod uction of a low face 
valu e st amp und er d ifficult and expensive 
printing conditions. The latter incongruity 
he resolved by the expl anation of its very in­
ception. It was designed, printed and used 
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for th e purpose of publicizing th e low air 
mai l rate and promote its wider public use. 
This premise was supported by the number of 
pieces in th e collection cancelled wi th the slo­
gan "Ai r l\l[ ai l Saves Time". 

In his display th e examples of recuts, 
double transfers, the numbers of plates used, 
the gamu t of va rious stamp sizes resulting 
from paper sh rink age, the many variations of 
perforation mutilation , and th e range of 
sh ad ings of reds and blues, were all indi­
ca tive of the printing problems a ttend an t to 
th e preparation of th e more than 106 millions 
of this stamp wh ich were issued. Nor did 
Mr. Goodkind neglect the contemporary 
cancellations on the stamp. They too were 
di spl ayed in detail. 

At the conclusion of his presentation Mr. 
Goodkind gave a copy of his paper to this 
reporter. If only this would establish a 
precedent. 

Dr. Rich had selected coi ls for his ex­
hibit. Commencing with the issues of 1923 
and terminating with the 3 and 6 cents coils 
issued in 1932, his display included not only 
the normal stamp, but starting tapes and end­
ing trailers as well. Where avai lable he in­
cluded the grossly off-centered examples 
show in {! part of th e plate number. An ex­
ample of the non-removal of a rejected strip 
of th e 3 cent Stuart coil was also shown . 

Mr. R ich has attempted to obtain examples 
of all types of precancelling on these coils. 
The Bureau and Ci ty types and their major 
variations as stereo joins, etc. were well rep­
resented. But th e Mail-order-precancelled 
copies have proven elu sive and Dr. R ich re­
gret ted th at he did not have examples of 
each. Dr. Rich expressed the pleasure that 
he too had derived from forming this coll ec­
tion of what he mod estly called "waste­
basket" material. 

In announcing th e awards for the competi­
tion , th e judges explained that while they 
had decided to limit th e awards to two cer­
tificates rath er th an th e usual three, they did 
not wish to depreciate th e qu ality of the 
other exhibits nor to detract from th e phila­
telic presentation of all th e exhibitors, but 
instead , wished to enhance th e appreciation 
of two awards which th ey made. 

This reporter, as spokesman for the three 
judges, made the announcement as follows: 

FIRST A WARD: I mperforate Postal Is­
sues (M rs. R ae Ehrenberg). 
THE COLL
SECOND AWARD: r928 5-cent Beacon 
Air Ma il (Henry M. Goodkind) 

Cer ti fica tes signed by the judges were pre­
sented to the winning exh ibitors as the meet­
ing closed. (M. G. O'Reilly) 

Meeting of October 2, 1957 

Colombia Cubiertas and States 

A full house heard our President, Lieuten­
ant G eneral C. W. ff/ick ersham , describe 
his newly acquired collection of Colombia 
Cubiertas and States, and show selections 
from the coll ection which fi ll ed all the 
frames. H e explai ned that as a boy the in­
sured letter stamps of Colombia had at­
tracted his attention , and that after disposing 
of his Venezuela collection , which had been 
shown at the Club in past years and was the 
basis of his articles in THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
PHILATEL IST and of a handbook soon to be 
pub lished, he dec id ed to fo rm a coll ection of 
the Colombian Cubiertas and States. He 
stated that he had been fortu nate in obtain­
ing the whole stock of a former dealer, as 
well as othe r coll ections and lots, and that 
this must be regarded as a "beginners" 19th 
Century coll ection. A good beginning! 

General Wickersham then gave a brief 
ou tlin e of the history of Colombia in the last 
century, noting that before 1810, when Span­
ish rule was ended , Colombia, Venezuela and 
Ecuador for med the State of Greater Colom­
bia, under th e domi nion of Spain. In 1830-
32 they split into separate countries, and what 
is now Colombia (including Panama) became 
the R epublic of Tew Granada, changing its 
name in 1858 to the Granadine Confedera­
tion. Three years later, this was changed to 
the U nited States of New Grenada, and in 
a few months to "Estados U nidos", the 
United States of Colombia, which it remained 
until 1885, when the name of The R epublic 
of Colombia was adopted. 

H e th en turn ed to th e frames showing th e 
Cubiertas-insured let ter stamps-th e largest 
stamps known to philately and th e only ones 
wi th such combined characteristics-postal, 
insu ranee, and seals. All denominations, un­
used and used, of the issues from 1865 to 
I 892-93, we re shown. 

In th e 1865 issue th e yellow blue and rose 
colors in th e nati onal fl ag were hand-painted . 
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A very small imprint below the inner frame 
line reads "Lit. de Ayala i Medrano-Bogo­
ta, 1865", showing that these Cubiertas were 
lithograph ed by Ay ala and Medrano of 
Bogota. The 25c denomination reads "Cer­
tificacion sin contenido", i.e. ce rtificat e with­
out contents, wh ereas the 5oc denomin a tion 
reads "Certificacion con contenido", cer tifi­
cate with contents. Both denominations are 
dated " 186 __ , and a used copy was shown 
where th e date of use was August 14, 1865. 

The second iss ue , 1867, consis ts only of 
th e 5oc denomination with a new design . The 
fl ag, whose colors of yellow, blue and rose, 
a re aga in handpainted, fli es to the west , in ­
ste ad of to the east as in th e first issue. 
The lettering inscription s, orn aments etc. are 
in bl ack, instead of brown and yellow. The 
ce rtificate is " con contenido" , with contents, 
and th e date 186 ____ as before . The imprint 
reads "Lit. de Ayala, Bogota". Unused 
specimens, and used dated 1872 and 1873 
were shown. 

In th e 1870 soc, where th e yellow, blue and 
red colors of th e banner , a new design , were 
not handp ainted, two full cove rs were shown, 
with adh esive Colombian st amps on th e front , 
and th e C ubi er t as on th e reverse , held to th e 
cover by wax seals at each co rner. One is 
from lbaq ue to Bogota, da ted April 23rd, 
1875 for 130 pesos with th e 1oc 1874 ad­
hesive , and th e oth er from lbaque to H onda 
with th e 5c 1870 st amp. 

The la te r printings of this Cubierta we re 
also shown including the 1877 ("Centavos" 
with out white shading), 1879 with " Colom­
bia" and "Cinqu ent a" on colored grou nd , 
1880 with printed date "18 ______ " instead of 
" 187 ______ ", and the watermarked ribbed pa-
pers. General Wickersham said that th e 
so-ca lled 1879 printing might be in fact 
ea rli e r, as one used specimen shown was 
dated 1878 and another on full cove r was 
d ated 1875. 

Later issues showed the change from "Es­
tados Unidos" to " Republica" in 1887. H e 
sho'A·ed th e bluish pape rs , a 1 peso of 1890 
on cover, and in the new design on colored 
paper (excep t for the higher values) the 
"PESOS" error of the 1 peso vermilion un­
used and used. The latter , on pi ece, was 
for the transmission of 700 pesos from 
Bogota. 
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In the 1892-93 iss ues, with " R epublica de 
Colombia" in str aight line panels , which were 
shown used and unu sed, the imprint below 
the bottom fram e line re ads " Vill aveces -
Bogota", thu s giving the name of the printer 
of th ese st amps. Among others the 2oc error 
on salmon buff ( in stead of yellow ) and th e 
soc error on buff ( in stead of green) we re 
noted. 

After th e Cubiertas, General Wicke rsham 
turn ed to the ad hesives of th e st ates and th e 
Tolima cubier t as. H e explained that befo re 
th e r e-organiza tion of th e government in 
1885, th e sovereign states composing the na­
tion, exercised almost full rights of sovereign­
ty, and that for some years afterward s they 
continued to issue th eir own stamps and to 
operate their own postal systems as depa rt­
ments. All of the st amps shown were litho­
g raphed except th e type-se t and h and stamped 
issues, and except for th e 5 and 1 o pesos of 
the Boliva r 1882 issue which were engraved. 

A la rge numb er of full sheets were shown. 
In Antioquia , th ese included several of th e 
1889-90 iss ue, and a full shee t of the sc red 
on yellow of the typese t 1888 Medellin issue. 
Various errors of color and imperfs of the 
1889-90 we re includ ed as well as ea rlier 
stamps of this st ate. 

Th e Bolivar iss ues were especially well 
represe nted, st a rting with th e roe green of 
th e first issue ( 1863) used on piece . This is 
the small es t ad hesive stamp in phil ately and 
a cl ass ic rar ity. Thus th e exhibit includ ed 
both th e small es t and th e la rge st stamps 
known . A number of th e roe red , unused 
and user! were shown, and unused blocks of 
four and six of th e I peso. 

The 1879 and 1880 iss ues included a num­
ber of stamps on th e bluish laid papers, 
blocks of the st amps imperforate, a block of 
four of the 1oc 1880 printed on both sides, 
and specimens of the 2oc error of color, 
green, of the two issues . 

Full sheets of all denominations of th e 
1882 issue of Cundinamarca highlighted the 
showing for this st ate. Full sheets of the 5c 
blue of the next issue, both the ordinary and 
the re-drawn , were there , as well as large 
blocks of the I 886 st amps. 

In Santander full sheets of the first six 
stamps issued by the state were particularly 
noticeable. On the sheet of roo of the roe 
red violet of 1886 the "CINCO CENTA-
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VOS " er ro r ( in stead of " DIEZ") appeared 
in two positi ons, namely T os. I I and 26 in the 
pl ate. Th e sheets of all three of th e 1c, 5c 
and 1oc of thi s issue in th e collection have 
nine stamps side-w ays, constituting th e bot­
tom row. 

Several of th e T olima items require men­
tion . The typeset st amps of th e fir st iss ue 
( 1870) included a vertical strip of three, the 
two upper being th e 5c denomination and th e 
bottom stamp th e IOc, a vertical pair of th e 
1oc, a ve rtical strip of five of the 5c on blue , 
and a 5c on qu adrill e. The white w ove and 
the buff papers w ere represe nted as well as 
th e blue and blue qu adrill e. 

Besides va rious la rge blocks of th e late r 
issues, and Eagles with short or long wings, 
some imperforate, General Wickersham 
showed full sheets of 100 of all denomin a­
t ions of th e 1884 issue, including th e 10 pesos, 
the sheet of th e 2 pesos showing th e "value 
omitted" va riety in five positions, namely th e 
las t fiv e stamps in th e sixth horizontal row . 

Fin ally, th e T olima C ubiertas roun ded out 
th e exhibit. This pa rt of th e collection was 
strong in th e tri -colored ea rly st amps includ ­
ing th e ' ' r 87 .. " and " I 8 .. " dates; lith o­
graphed hy P a redes of Bogota, and a ve rtical 
strip of ' of th e IOc of th e late r tri -colored 
issue, wi th th e " 188 ..... " da te. The 5oc ve r­
milion J f 1886 w ith accents ove r th e "A" and 
las t " I " of " Ce rtificacion", among oth e rs 
" ·e re in th e coll ection. 

All told th e exhibit cove red an interes ting 
fie ld w ith many items not often seen by col­
lectors, th e full shee ts and large blocks being 
pa rticul a rly ra re and effective in appearance. 
As usual in th e case of G eneral Wicke r­
sham's collections, condition was given special 
attrntion. as well as th e mounting and w rit­
ten desc riptions of th e st amps. 

As a " beginners" collection, th e exhibit 
a rou sed a great deal of interes t and late r 
discussion on th e pa rt of th e audience , w hich 
included two ladies f rom Colombi a, three 
gentlemen from Argentin a, a phil ateli st from 
J apan, a member f rom D enve r , C olorad o, 
and many oth ers. 

At th e Boa rd of G ove rnors meeting held on 
September 25 th , 1957, th e fo llowing new 
members we re elected: 

4500 N icholas A. G eorgantas, l ew York, 
TH E COL
N. Y. Coll ects Greece, U . S. Pla te 
blocks. 

450 1 Be rn a rd Ring, Brooklyn, N . Y. Col­
lects Dutch Indies, J apan. 

4502 Willi am A . Wilkinson, No rwich , Conn. 
Coll ects U nited States, Great Britain 
and Co lonies. 

4503 Samuel J . H echt, Phil adelphi a, P a. 
Coll ects I srael, Va tican, Egypt, U nited 
States. 

4504 Rea r Admiral L eo A. Bachm an, USN 
( Ret.), V ienn a, Va. Collects L atin 
America befo re 1 9~6, C haco W ar. 

4505 Dr. Grosvenor W . Bissell , Buffalo, 
N . Y. Collects India, Convention and 
Nati ve Indian States, Indi an Reve nu es, 
E a rly Indi an Cancell ations, Indi a Used 
Abro ad. 

The Libra ry Committee reports the acqui­
sit ion of th e fo llowing : 

Sco t t's S tandard P os tage S ta m p C atalogue 
1958, Volume I I. Scott Publications, 
Inc., New Y ork, N . Y . 

S tam ps of th e Russian E mpire Us ed A broad, 
P art I, Constantin ople, The D anubi an 
Princip alities, Bulga ri a and Roumeli a, 
by S. D . T chilin ghiri an and W . S. E. 
Stephen. Publica ti on of The B ritish 
Society of Ru ss ian Phil ately, Bristol, 
England . Gift of th e auth ors. 

S pecialise B erck Catalo gu e Fra nce, Colonies 
Genera/es, 16th Edition, 1849- 1958. Ed . 
Berck, Paris, France. (F rench ) 

Un ited Nat ions Stamps of the World by 
F red F. Bre id enb ach and Edgar H . B. 
P a rkin . Published by th e Amer ican 
T opica l Association, M ilwa ukee, Wis­
consm. G ift of M r. Edga r H . B. 
P a rkin . 

Catal ogue des Ma rques et O bliteratio ns de 
la P os te Ma ritim e F rancaise. Photo 
copy. Presented by The Study C ircle of 
th e French Colonies (General I ssues) . 
(F rench ) 

S tanley Gibbous' P os tage Stam p Ca talogue· 
1958, P a rt I. Stanl ey Gibbons, Ltd ., 
L ondon, E ngland . 

Th e Case of th e Premieres Gravures of 1861 
by Cy ril F. dos P assos. R eprint from 
The Essay-Proof J ourn al. Gift of th e 
author. 

(Continued On P age 293 ) 
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THE MALDIVE ISLANDS 

A Postscr ipt 

By EUGENE V. CONNETT 3rd 
It has been my observation that the pub­
lished word is more permanent than a tomb­
stone-an unhappy fact that many a writer 
has discovered to his dismay. However, in 
spite of its dangers, the published word 
can and often does bring to light much 
additional knowledge in its wake. Since the 
appearance of my article on the Maldives,* 
I have received further information from 
several parts of the world. Believing that 
it may be of some interest to record the new 
pieces of enlightenment that have come my 
way, I am adding this postscript to the origi­
nal article. 

Perhaps I may add a rather shocking re­
mark: my correspondence indicates that far 
too many readers of this sedate journal seem 
to be interested in the Maldive Islands for 
themselves, as well as in the purely philatelic 
aspects of these exotic atolls. Therefore I 
feel justified in pandering to these lower in­
stincts of some of my readers to a certain 
extent. 

In view of the fact that the Maldives have 
recently made the front page of the Tew 
York papers, in regard to the new airfield 
which the British are activating on the island 
of Gan at Attu Atoll, which will be a stop 
on the Africa-Australia jump of British air 
liners, I quote a few lines from the Com­
monwealth Survey-A R ecord of United 
Kingdom and Commonwealth Affairs, issued 
by the Central Office of Information, Lon­
don. "The islands have long enjoyed the 
protection of the United Kingdom .... When 
in 1948 Ceylon became a sovereign state 
within the Commonwealth, a new agreement 
was signed between the Sultan and the United 

*THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATE LIST, Vol. J5 1 

No. 6 (pp. 339-357). 
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Kingdom Government. This provided that 
the islands should remain under the protec­
tion of the Crown, that their external affairs 
should be conducted by, or in accordance with 
the advice of, the United Kingdom Govern­
ment, that the United Kingdom Government 
should refrain from any interference in the 
internal affairs of the islands, and that the 
Sultan should afford such facilities for HM 
Forces as were necessary for the defence of 
the islands or of the Commonwealth. A 
new agreement between the United Kingdom 
and the Maldivian Government, reaffirming 
the provisions of the 1948 agreement, was 
signed on 1st January 1953". Having but­
toned up the present state of affairs , officially, 
let us turn to some matters philatelic. 

In a letter dated February 25 , 1957, Flt. 
Lt. Frank H. Skinner, R. A. F., stationed at 
N egombo, Ceylon, writes me that there is no 
F. P. 0. on Gan, and that all mail is flown 
to Colombo by R. A. F. aircraft and mailed 
from there. 

The 2c Overprinted Issue of 1906 

In my previous article I noted that the first 
printing of the 2c denomination of the over­
printed issue of 1906 was red brown, and 
that the second printing was orange brown. 
This information was taken from contempo­
rary writings m the philatelic press m 
England. 

The regular Ceylon issue of 1904-5 was 
used for overprinting the 1906 Maldivian 
stamps, and the 2c color was red brown. It 
was not until 191 I that the orange brown 2c 
value of Ceylonese stamps appeared, so it is 
obvious that the latter could not have been 
overprinted in 1906. If I had realized this 
sooner, I would not have spent two years 
seeking the 2c overprinted orange brown 
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Fig. l . Thi s cover is a somewhat unusual example of a fo reign visi tor using the presumably 
co rrect amount of postage on a le tte r to a country othe r than Cey lon or India. 
st am p, which appa rently does not ex ist. G ib­
bons No . I of th e Maldives shoul d be listed 
as r ed brow n, not or ange brow n. 

N ow as to th e 5c of th e ove rprinted is­
sue : this does ex ist in dull purple, as li sted 
in Gibbons, and also in deep purple. I have 
both, so th a t es t abli shes th e fac t. W e m ay 
th erefore assume that th e listing of th e deep 
purpl e in th e contemporary press as being 
th e second printing of th e ove rprinted iss ue, 
is correct. 

Postal Rates 

In December 1955, two covers w ere mail ed 
at M ale. The fir st was an unreg iste red air 
mail letter addressed to En gland , ca rrying 7 5 
!ares of th e 1950 iss ue. This cove r ( Fig. I) 
obviously not a phil a telic cove r, es t ablishes 
th e air r ate from M ale to En gland. 

The second cove r w as m ailed by Lieut. 
Ron ald G. Shelley , R. N ., to himself in En g­
land, and w as registe red. H e says : "The 
280 THE COL
st amps on th is cove r we re on sale and I 
bought most of th e rem aining stock .... T he 
clerk a t th e Male P os t Office wo rked ou t 
th at it wo uld cos t 1R 25 ce nts for me to send 
thi s envelope by registe red m ail-air m ail 
fro m Colombo." Th is amounts to 125 !ares. 
o r cents, and es t ablishes th e r a te fo r a regis­
te red a ir mail letter v ia Colombo to E ng­
land . ( Fig. 2 ). 

B u t th e most unusual item in connec tion 
with this lette r is shown in F ig. 3. It is th e 
rece ipt for hi s r egistered letter given to Li eut. 
Sh ell ey by th e M ale post offi ce cl erk. The 
form is printed in bl ack, w ith th e de t ails writ­
ten in purple . This bl ank was to rn f rom its 
s tub along the right sid e, wh e re it is pe rfo­
r ated. I wond er how m any o f these reg is­
try receipts are repos ing in collec to rs' 
albums? 

The cover shown in Fig. 4 is interes ting 
for two reasons : it shows th e JO !ares rate 
of M ay 1952, and th e unusual instance of 
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THE MALDIVE ISLA NDS 
Fig. 2. Lieu t . Shelley writes that " the stamps on this cover were on sa le and I bought most 
of the remaining s tock." He adds "the clerk at the Male pos t off ice worked ou t that it 
would cost l R 25 cents for me to send thi s envelope by registered mail-air mail from 
Colombo". 
;:he postage stamp being placed on the front 
of the cover in stead of in the customary posi­
tion as a seal on tf:e flap of the envelope, as 
shown on the cove r in F ig. 5. T his latter 
cover shows the 20 la res rate in July 1952. 
Up until now it was known that the change 
of rate from 10 to 20 !ares took place "some­
time before October 1952". These two cov­
ers show that the increase occu rred some­
time between May I 9th and July 22nd of 
th at year, a good example of how one pa­
tiently works out postal hi sto ry problems 
through the study of cove rs. 

Since my sum mary of th e probable rates of 
postage in my first art icl e, Mr. Gale J. R ay­
mond has sent me two co mm ercial covers 
dated 1916, which bear th e 5 cent rate, so 
we kn ow th at this r a te was in force at th a t 
time. It would be interes ting to know of any 
further cove rs with thi s r a te later th an 1916, 
as well as cove rs bearing th e 6 cent r ate 
·ea rli er th an r933, so th at we mi ght more 
closely pin point when th ese rates changed. 

:Registered Mail 

In th e previous a rticle a r egistered cover 
dated J anu ary 31, 1910, ad dressed to Sea­
bright, N. J. was shown. It carried two fu ll 
se ts of th e 1909 issue, and was th erefo re open 
to susp icion of being "philatelic." In Fig. 6 
is shown a registered cover dated September 
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r8, 1909, add ressed to New York and car­
rying 35 cen ts postage of the 1909 issue, as 
against ~o cents on th e Seabright cover. In 
my op inion, the New York cover is less open 
to suspicion, but recalling my remarks about 
th e dreadful permanency of the published 
word I shall leave it to the reader to decide 
which of th ese rates deserves precedence. 

Mail from the Out Islands 

A number of covers dated 1955 and 1956 
carry ing th e IO cent stamps of th e 1909 
D e L a Ru e engr aved issue have been accumu­
lated. In seve r al in stances, it is obvious th at 
th e stamps were glu ed to th e envelopes, the 
o rigin al gu m probably having deteriorated in 
th e humid climate of th e Maldives. Appar­
ently th e re was a surplus of thi s particula r 
st amp on hand as la te as 1956. 

In this connection look at the cover in F ig. 
7, from th e collection of Mr. G. J. Raymond, 
and read the exceedingly interes ting story of 
the mail from th e out islands of the Mal­
dives. It w as written by Mr. H. L. N. 
Papenfus and appea red in the August 24, 
1956 issue of th e British weekly, Stamp 
Collecting. 

"The Maldive I slands . .. with only one 
post office which is a t Male, have a very 
interesting way of dealing wi th mail from the 
outer islands of the group. In the larger of 
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Fig. 3. Thi s is the rece ipt for a regis tered letter which was given to Lieut. Shelley when he 
mailed the letter shown in Fig. 2 . 
these outer island s th e M aldive postal de­
partment has agents who are supplied with a 
s tock of stamps but with no hand stamp to 
cancel th em. Stamps a re affix ed to any m ail 
th ere is, which is th en hand ed to th e agent, 
who makes up the mail bag. This is probably 
sealed but not locked , and is hand ed to th e 
m as ter of th e next sailing boat going ei th er 
to Male or Colombo. 

"When th e bag is sent to Male it is handed 
ove r to th e post office there and th e mail can­
celled with th e ' MALDIVE ISLANDS ' 
double-ring dated cancellation which, it will 
be noted, bears the name of th e islands 
only .... 

"Mail taken direct to Colombo seems to be 
de alt with in two different ways. Th e ship 's 
m as ter hand s the mail bag over to the Co­
lombo post office, where th e st amps a re can­
celled by a blue or red pencil ma rk and the 
Colombo date-stamp appli ed alongside. (See 
Figure 7.) Covers exist with the date­
stamp used to cancel the stamp and also with 
the stamps uncancelled but with the date­
stamp alongside. The mail is then delivered 
by Colombo post office in the normal way. 
THE COLL
On many occasions w hen the ship 's master 
cannot take th e mai l bag to th e post office he 
hands it over to th e ship 's agent, who removes 
his own mail and distributes the rest him­
se lf. Mail dealt with in this way usu ally 
has th e st amps uncancelled ." 

One of th e reasons for the extraordinary 
prevalence of th e IO cent stamps of th e 1909 
issue on comp a ratively recent mail , may be 
th at th e agents in the out islands still have 
suppl ies of this stamp. 

l\/Ir. R aymond has furnished two cove rs 
mailed to Male from the out islands. (Fig. 
8) On one we see the IO cent 1909 stamp. 
The rate within th e Maldive I sland s is ob­
viously IO la rees; the cover bea ring four 3 
la rees stamps is probably a case of the writer 
not having stamps of the correct denomina­
tion available, and un able to obtain them 
from th e Atoll Chief-the local postal agent. 

Maldivian Money 
You may recall that in my first article it 

was mentioned that Lieut. R. G. Shelley, 
R.N . found a scant supply of paper money in 
circu lation at Male when he visited the isl­
ands in 1955. In a recent letter from Malta 
ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXVI, NO. VI 
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he enclosed a 0 rupee Maldivian note, 
printed on a heavy parchment-like pape r, 
wh ich is r eprod uced in Fig. 9. Now th at the 
British a re busy making an airpor t a t Gan, 
·one wo uld suspect th at Maldivian money will 
defi nitely be superceded by British and Cey-
'fHE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXVI, 
lon ese currency. So it seems wo rthwhile to 
show this little know n and well wo rn note. 
The notes of th e same design ge t progress­
ively large r as the values increase. The cen­
tral design is simil a r to that on the 1950 
issue of post age stamps. 
FeMt· 
M.v./IJl[)/N rettrlli#i . 

~: ~1-r&?. 
JNJJJ. ffLllJ.. Di va:!. 

( ~.::\ . Cot,,a ./)1(1() ) 

V-J.'Cl·B.fJA!a11y. f.o/Jtow ,Q4'~eQ~ 
_fed B,j/ I C.~\,1 ~? 

Fig. 4 . This cove r is inte res ting because it is one of the few examp les which show the postage 
stamp on the face of the enve lope. Many other covers show that it was custo mary to seal 
the flap of the enve lope with the sta mps used. 

Fig. 5. Showing the usual location of stamps on envelopes from the Maldives. This cover 
carries the 20 lares rate on July 22, 1955, while Fig. 4 carries the 10 lares rate on May 
19, 1955 . 
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Fig. 6. 
'Further Historical Notes 

In a rare book entitled "The Maldive 
Islands, Monograph on th e History, Arche­
ology and Epigraphy ," by H . C. P . Bell, CCS 
( R etired) , Colombo 19+0, th ere appea rs on 
pages 63 and 6+ th e following: 

"Postal Comm unica tion 

" In 1906, th e Maldivian Government, de­
·sirous of inaugurating a r egul a r Mail Serv­
ice between the Maldive Isl and s and Colom­
bo, obtained the r eady assent of th e Ceylon 
Government to th e establishment of a Post 
Office at Male. 

"Post al Regul ations and Instructions, mad e 
as simple as possible , were furni shed from 
Ceylon; the r a tes of Postage in use in Indi a 
being adopted for the Maldive Isl ands. 

"The 'Cey lon Six Cents' Stamp, over­
printed 'Maldive I slands' was utilized as th e 
first M aldivian Postage Stamp, [Obviously 
an error.] and supplied to the Maldive Gov­
·ernment a t actual price of paper and print­
ing. 

"These stamps were valid for postage from 
the Maldives only ; the r evenue from their 
sale, at face-value, going to defray the cost 
THE COLLE
of th e Male Post Office and conveyance of 
Mails to Ceylon. 

"As further a id, all Postal Stores re­
quired were provided by th e Ceylon Gov­
ernment a t lowest rates. 

"This provisional form of Postage prov­
in g to be inconvenient, th e fo llowing year 
(1907), th e Maldivian Government agreed to 
have its own Stamps struck from a key-die 
and key-plate specially provided . Note: Sup­
plies of Stamps are obtained by th e Mal­
divi an Government direct from th e manu­
facturers, D e L a Rue & Co., with whom the 
di e and plates have been deposited. 

"The Postage rates fi xed a re :-From the 
Maldives to Ceylon and Indi a, Ceylon Inl and 
rates; to other countries, Postal Union r ates. 
Four denominations of Stamps in all rule: 
Stamps of two (2) cents, fiv e (5) cents and 
ten ( 10) cents for postage to Ceylon and 
India ; to make up postage for other coun­
tries st amps of three (3) cents a re available 
in addition. 

" Parcel postage rules to Ceylon only. 
"As the Maldivian Government considered 

a system of 'Registration of Letters' indis­
pensable, both for itself and the resident 
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·~~"'""~· Esoofally Gulamhusen & Sons, 
120, 4TH CROSS STREET, 

From : 

..................... ............ 
•• • •••••• • •u•,.•••••• •h••H•,. •• • 

....... ... .. ~··· ···· · ······ .................. . 

...... ................................ .............. ..... 

COLO~B0·11 . 
(CEYLON) 

Fi g. 7, Thi s is a letter direct to Co lombo fr om one of th e out islands, with the stamp can­
celled in colo red pencil , Note the use of the 1909 issue in 1956. 
Foreign Merch ants, th e Ceylon Government 
acquiesced; subject to the proviso th at it 
cou ld accept no responsibility for the transit 
of letters between this I sland [Ceylon] and 
th e Maldives, those Isl and s being ou tside the 
Postal Union." 

Save fo r the fac t th at th e "Ceylon Six 
Cents" st amp was not overprinted , th ese re­
m arks appea r to be of considerable interest. 
Bell's Monograph is regarded as th e defini­
tive work on th e Maldive I sland s. 

In December, 1956, Messrs Whitfield King 
& Co., of Ipswich, E ngland , wrote me the 
fo llowing letter: "We have read with great 
interest your a rticle in THE COLLECTORS CLUB 

PH ILATEL IST and have endeavoured to turn up 
o ur records to see if we can be of any further 
help to you . Although we now list the 1935-
37 issues in our own catalogue sepa rately 
under ver tical and horizontal w ate rm arks, we 
are so rry to say that we did not do so when 
th e st amps were first issued, so we have no 
record of th e relative dates of appearance. 
We have, however, amongst our records th e 
e nclosed letter dated 1912, which m ay pos­
s ibly be of interest to you." 

The letter which they enclosed follows: 
" Colombo l r Feby 1912. Dear Sirs: I am in 
receipt of you r letter of th e 9 ult. I am 
sorry fo r the trouble th e P. M. of th e Mal­
dives is giving you & there is no r emedy for 
it. The islands are gove rn ed by a native of 
the pl ace who is styled 'Sultan ' & he h as 
ministers, also natives, to help him. I under-
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXVI , 
stand that the P. M. is a relative of the 
Sultan & th at is perhaps w hy he is so indif­
ferent to your demands. The whole group of 
islands is under th e protection of the British 
and as a mark of respect to the throne, th e 
Sultan annu ally sends a tribute of dry fish 
etc. to th e Governo r of Ceylon as repre­
sent ative here of th e King. H owever, the 
Gove rnor here has no jurisdiction over the 
Sultan & cannot th erefore get him to do 
anything. In extreme cases where British 
su bj ects, when shipw recked, are badly treated 
by the natives, or w hen th ere is a qu ar rel 
between the Sultan and h is Ministers a gun­
boat is usually despatched to res tore order & 
th e matter is speed ily settled. If you are in 
need of stamps of th e present issue I will be 
able to procure some for you at 15 per cent 
ove r face value to includ e all cos ts, provided 
you t ake th em in sheets of 60 each." I hope 
that Messrs Whitfield King ordered a good 
supply of shee ts at this favorable rate! 

The fo llowing letter from Mr. Rowland 
P. Pollard of Vermont is very interesting as 
it tells how some of th e old "Ceylon hands" 
sent and received th eir mail from th e Mal­
dives. " I was in Ceylon in 1930/32 with 
what was then the Standard Oil Co. of New 
York, and one of my duties was to do the 
Maldives and Seychelles busin ess. About the 
only things needed by the island s were cloth 
and kerosene. I was interested in th e kero­
sene trade in w hich we had very strong com­
petition from Shell. Trade was by country 
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Fig. 8. Two covers from the out islands to Male . 
boats, th at is, sa iling boats-dhows, junks or 
whatever name one w anted to call th em. 

"The mas ter, or tind al, was th e letter car­
rier, the only one as fa r as I know. I gave 
him my letters and he bro ught back money 
and letters from th e dealers in th e islands. 
Once a yea r a steam boat we nt to the isl­
and s, and sometimes a warship stopped there. 
This boat took the only regular mail of the 
year , I think. It was a Government of Cey­
lon boa t. Then once a year the Maldivians 
came to Colombo and paid tribute in kind. 
It was quite an event and all th e Maldivians 
in town were out in force . 

"The traders in the island s, as far as I 
know, were all Borahs, thi s is, I smaili Mo­
h ammedans, fo llowers of th e A gha K ahn. 
The Maldivians were T amil-like people, 
smaller th an the average and of course 
sailors or fishermen mostly. 

" One time or another I did business with 
nearly eve ry port between th e P ersian Gulf 
and Z anzib ar and Ceylon to the Seychelles. 
It was all in sailing boats and th e captains 
always carried the mail w ithout stamps." 

Free Franking 

Mr. Gale J. R aymond has kindly sent me 
6 THE COL
a letter which he received from th e P ost­
mas ter General at Male in 1953. (See Fig­
ure 10.) It reads as follows: " I was been 
requ ested by M / s. E. G. Adamaly. Their 
agents he re has give n me full permission to 
open the lette r and deal accordingly. 

" I am very sor ry to delay you, yo ur letter 
and th e st amps. As to your request I am 
sending all seven envelopes and returning to 
you . With regard to ge tting st amps th ere is 
no any other way except if you can send 
Ceylon Currency. 

"I w ill write to you in near future. H oping 
th at you w ill be excused for th e trouble 
caused . Thanking you. Yours faithfully, 

M. Didi 
P ostm as ter Gen." 

But the most interesting thing connected 
with this lette r is the official envelope in 
which it was sent. Fig. I I has no st amps, 
but a small boxed "FREE" h and stamp in 
purple measuring 17 x 60 mm. It is evi­
dent that both Ceylon and the United States 
overlooked the fact th at the Maldives are 
not members of the Universal Postal Union, 
and courteously forwarded this letter, recog­
nizing the Postmaster General's free frank. 
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Fi g. 9. Half rupee note . 
R ecall th at in my firs t a rticle I mentioned an­
oth er official envelope add ressed to San Fran­
cisco in 1937 , w hich carried 22 cents in st amps 
of th e 1933 issue. 

Government of Maldives Postmark 

Shortly af ter th e appea rance of my fir st 
a rticle Mr. G ale J. R aymond called my at­
tention to a postm ark, only parts of w hich 
appeared on a st amp because th e m ark w as 
too la rge to show up in its enti rety. I found 
th at I had an Edwa rd VII C eylon stamp 
ca rrying "ment of M al" in its postm ark can­
cell ation. M r. R aymond had quite a few 
o th er Ceylon stamps w ith parts of th e mark, 
th e da tes on his varying from I9I I to I931. 
In J al Cooper 's book, India Used A broad, 
was illu str ated a 0 ann a Indi an stamp on 
piece showi ng this postm ark, w hich we now 
know read " G ove rnment of M aldives­
Male" although th e reproducti on in th e book 
d id not show th e fi rst wo rd clea rly. The 
date is 18 feb 20. 

By great good fo r tune, M essrs. Whitfi eld 
King & Co. sent me the back of a cover 
wh ich is illu strated in F igure I2. It carries 
a beautiful strike of this mysterious post­
m ark, and on th e /lap of the cove r is printed 
in black, " G overnment of the M aldives. 
M ale" show ing th at this was an official 
envelope. 

Strangely enough the date in the mark is 
IO July 1906, just two month s earlier than 
th e opening of the post office at M ale. It is 
a pity th at th e front of this envelope had 
been removed , as it might have shown what 
use was made of the letter. However, this 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATEL IST, VOL. XXXVI ,
cover does show th at a handst amp was in 
use by the M aldivian Government before it 
had a post office, and the appear ance of the 
mark on various st amps until at least as late 
as 193 I , shows th at th e mark continued to be 
used by th e G ove rnment for some years. 

Collectors should examine their used 
stamps very carefully as they m ay h ave ex­
amples w ith parts of the mark on them. The 
m ark measures 3 I mm in overall di ameter, 
th e inside circle measuring 20 mm. App ar­
ently this appears chiefly on Edward VII and 
G eorge V stamps of C eylon, although several 
other instances have been reported as men­
tion ed above. 

Other Postmarks on Maldivian Stamps 

In th e collection of Mr. J ohn F . Field are 
seve ral stamps of th e D e L a Rue engraved 
iss ue of 1909 on w hich appear postm arks 
reading N ERE, w ith a date in the center, 
and three st a rs on th e opposite side of the 
circle. As nearly as one can estimate the 
circle measures 26 mm. in di ameter. There 
are at least three tow ns in Indi a listed as 
NERI, in the U P U book. Mr. Winthrop 
S. Boggs, Director of Th e Philatelic Founda­
tion, tells me th at m any instances of pho­
netic spelling occur in th e postm arks of India, 
and th a t in his opinion 'this NERE m ark may 
w ell be from N ERI. T w o of the st amps 
carrying this postma rk are th e IO cent de­
nomin ation while one is the 2 cent. 

Three other st amps of the 1909 issue­
two 2 cent and one IO cent---carry a post­
ma rk reading AMIAV AH. This is a double 
circle me asuring about 25 mm. m diameter, 
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th e inne r circle meas uring 13 mm. There is 
no date in this m ark. 

As I can find no island s in th e M aldives 
bea ring any resembl ance to th ese n ames, I 
am ass umin g th at th ey a re rece ivin g marks, 
in th e absence of any furth er information on 
th em. Sever al other undeciph er able post-
288 THE CO
marks on M aldivi an st amps 111 Mr. Field's 
co llec tion lead one to believe th at th er e may 
be mo re in st ances of this type of m arking on 
th e 1909 issue, th e re being 22 such st amps in 
this g roup. 

Mr. Gale J. R aymond is fortun ate in h av­
ing a co rrespondent living in M ale, and af ter 
THE POST OFFICE, 

Maldive Islands. 

Fig. 10. 
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fGHNESS'S SERVICE 

Lieltt., G. J. RAYJm'D, Esqr:, ('. S . A. F.) 

C/o, H.S. Raymond , 

1604'Car Avenue, 

·~his 4, Tenn. 1 ,. 

L POST OPFICE 
U. $, A, 

Fig . l l . Cover bearing FREE handstamp. 
much effort has r ece ived impressions of all 
the hand st amps now in the possession of th e 
post office at Male. Through Mr. R aymond's 
kindness I am able to r ep roduce these hand 
st amps. Fig. 13. 

Counterfeit Postmarks 

On D ecembe r 26, 1956, Mr. M. H. Rob­
e rtshaw, a collector of Maldivian covers, 
wrote me: " I have had a mixed batch of 
Maldives ' in piece' sent me. H alf were post­
marked with the genuine postm ark but the 
higher values had a forged postmark; the 
2 1 & 3 1 obsolete also were forged post­
ma rks. The type of paper they were on was 
not th e usual envefope paper and th e post­
marks all pl aced a t th e base h ad th e usual 
two circles but sin e any lette rs except in one 
or two instances a smud ged SE? and date line 
also a smudge." Coll ecto rs should be on the 
watch for th ese fake postmarks, as some h ave 
appeared in this cou ntry-notably in Seattle, 
Wash. 

Ceylon Stamps in Maldivian Mai l 

W e know th at af ter th e ove rprinted issue 
of 1906, th e st amps of Ceylon without over­
print we re made th e official st amps of th e 
Maldives until th e appea rance of th e 1909 
issue. But we also know that Ceylonese 
s tamps have been used for many yea rs on 
letters posted in Male. 

Mr. R aymond writes me : " R obson Lowe 
says th at mos t of th e Maldives mail to 
Ceylon is in actual practice usually posted 
with Ceylon stamps after arrival at Colombo. 
I had a cover ac tu ally posted to me at Male 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXVI, 
with Ceylon stamps in 1949, hoping to get 
the Maldives postmark, but as you can see it 
received the Colombo postmark. " In Figure 
14 is shown this cove r, bearing the co rner 
card of GOVERNMENT DISPENSARY, 
Male, MALDIVE ISLA N DS. No t only are 
th e st amps of Ceylon used on th e cove r, but 
they were cancelled with th e Colombo post­
mark. Apparently non-membership in th e 
U . P . U. is responsible for this recent use of 
Ceylon st amps on Male overseas mai l. But 
this usage is obviously irregular, as other 
overseas letters illu stra ted in my first a rticle 
clearly show. (See also Figures I and 2). 
In a letter from Mr. Tom Morgan, Editor 
of the Philatelic Magazine, he says that a 
letter from the Postm as te r General at Male 
did not bea r a Maldives stamp; "i t was 
fr anked wi th a Ceylon issue which confirms 
my suspicions th a t th e Maldives can only be 
locals." Mr. Morgan's suspicion would be 
more valid if it were not for the many cover s 
sent overseas, as well as to Indi a and Ceylon, 
which bear Maldivian stamps. (See F ig. 13). 

Howeve r , there is mounting evid ence, now 
th at Ceylon is an independent country and its 
former links with the Maldives are less inti­
mate,* th at letters from th e Maldives to 
overseas, via Colombo, must ca rry Ceylon 
postage to avoid difficulties with th e U. P . U. 
cou ntries. Meanwhile a la rge number of 
present day cove rs to Ceylon and Indi a, 
fr anked w ith Maldivian stamps, a re obv iously 
passed through the Colombo and Bomb ay 
post offices. It is possible th at th ere is a 
special postal tre aty between th ese three 
countries, or at leas t an informal und erst and -
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Fig. 12. A portion of the back of an official envelope carrying the "Government of Maldives 
- Male -" postmark, dated two months before the post office was opened on Sept. 9, 1906. 

B.lIJ 
.:,::-.:::.. - - - --- -~-- - -
'I 
•1 POST .GF i'.?ICE 
11 

+ / 0 3 
' I 
•L o :..: -· , ,,-, « ~ 'L,_, { /1 c:. I--" ,. " '\< 7 
1 0 / . / 
·- - - - - - -- - -~-- - ! 

Fig. 13 . Handstamped impressions of all ava ilable postal markings in Male. (Cou rtesy of G. J. 
Raymond) . The circular stamp with Arabic inscription reads " Post Office Adm inistrat ion". 
*Under date of March 7, 1957, the Colombo cor­
respondent of the London Times reported that Mr. 
Bandaranaike, Prime Minister of Ceylon, told the 
House of R epresentatives in Colombo on March 5th 
that he was thinking of staking Ceylon's claim to the 
Maldive Islands. The House greeted the statement 
with laughter and it was assumed he was joking. He 
said: ''We have quite a good claim, as it was once a 
dependency of ours." The House greeted this with 
lau ghter. Mr. Bandaranaike then said: "I am quite 
serious about it. I shall take that up quietly in due 
course." This, too, was greeted with laughter. Ap­
parently a good time was had by all! 
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ing, which honors Maldivian stamps on mail 
to Ceylon and India, the two countries with 
w hich the Maldives do most of their business. 

The 1933 Issue 

One reason for my aversion to "phil atelic 
cove rs" is that they so often confuse the 
student endeavoring to determine postal 
rates; but for once I have come across one 
that may actually contribute something to 
solving a problem. Mr. John Field has a 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXVI, NO. VI 
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Figure 14 . Letter from Government Dispensary , Mal e, Mald ive Islands, bearing stamps of 
Ceylon cance lled in Colombo. 
cove r dated September l , 1934, addressed to 
an English dealer wh o had a penchant for 
such things. It ca rri es a complete set of th e 
1933 issue E XCEPT THE F IV E CEN T 
value. Y ou may recall th at in my fi rst a rti­
cle I questioned the accu r acy of th e more or 
less accepted beli ef th a t th e 5 cent denomi­
nation of thi s issue appeared after all the 
oth er ones we re avail able. D oes this ob­
viously " phil a telic" cover bea r tes timony th at 
the 5 cent value had not appea red as late as 
September 193 4 ? I am not ye t ready to 
agree th at it does, but cite this cove r as addi­
tional , if slim, evid ence against me. 

There are two shades of thi s 5 cent st amp 
of 1933 w ith horizontal waterm ark. C ould 
it be th at th e fi rst printing of these st amps 
was exhausted ea rly in 1933, and a second 
lot r eached Male during th e second half of 
1934? If you w ill r eread my rema rks about 
the design of this issue in th e fir st a rticle, 
you will und erstand my appa rent stubborn­
ness. 

This brings to mind th e ment ion in my 
fi rst a rticle of a IO cent green stamp of th is 
issue wi th hor izontal waterm ark of a de­
cid ed ly different shade from oth ers in my col­
lec tion. The da rker shade appea rs blue un­
der th e ultr a-violet light, w hile th e lighter 
shade looks green. A lso I have two different 
shades of the two cent st amp w ith horizontal 
waterm ark, th e darker of w hich appea rs 
green und er the ultr a-violet l ight, w hile th e 
lighter shows as blue gray. 
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R ecently I have seen many more of the 
lighter shade of IO cent green than of the 
darker shade. This might indicate th at the 
l atter was an earlier print ing. The same is 
true of the two cent gray shades. In any 
event , th ere we re undoubtedly two printings 
of a t least three of th e denominations of th e 
horizontal waterm arked issue of 1933· 

The 1956 Issue 

Mr. T om Morgan in the Philatelic Maga­
z ine of D ecember 28, 1956, w rote: "The 
catalogues list th e current Maldive I sland s 
stamps as having been issued in 1956 but, in 
sending me specimens, th e P ostmaster Gen­
eral M ale H eadqu arters says th ey were is­
sued on March 7, 1954, on th e occas ion of 
th e new Sultanate celebration. " In view of 
th e fac t th at M essrs. B radbury Wilkinson & 
Co. have w ritten me th at th ey printed the 
stamps in 1955 it seems th at a mir acle has 
been performed by th e P ostm aster General. 
In my prev ious article I st a ted that the 
American Ambassador in Ceylon rece ived 
fro m th e Sultan shortly afte r th eir appear ­
ance a set of th ese new stamps in early 
April , 1956; th ese st amps reached me on 
Ap r il 26th. It is possible th at these st amps 
may have been ordered to commemorate th e 
accession to th e th rone by th e new Sultan 
in 1954-after his access ion. They ce r­
ta inly were not orde red by Amin Didi w hen 
he was President of th e M aldivian R epublic 
wi th th e idea of commemor ating his success-
NO. VI 291 
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Fig . 15 . This cover was mailed at Male on March 4, 1957. Th e rate l R l 0 cents for this 
air mail letter is made up of the 1909 and 1956 issues. Anothe r instance of the use of 
10 cent 1909 stamps on present day ma il. Why be a member of the U. P. U.? 
or's elevation to the throne! I am sure th at 
we may accep t th e date of 1956 w hich is 
given in th e ca talogues as being co rrect. 

In th e July 20, 1956 issue of Stamp Collect­
ing th ere appea rs this note: "NEW MAL­
DIVES: DATE OF ISSUE. Furth er in­
formation on the probable date of issue of th e 
new Maldive stamps, to w hich several refer­
ences have been made, comes from th e Bom­
bay Phil a telic Company. This firm reports 
that th ey received supplies on May 28th las t 
and acco rd ing to information given th em it is 
understood th at the st amps we re actu ally re­
leased in April or ea rly May. It is sa id th at 
th e authorities in th e Mald ives a re 'now 
exe rcising strict control over th e sale of th e 
st amps and are making it available only to 
gen uine buyers for postal use only'." The 
italics are min e and exp ress my su rprise on 
having seen a very consid erable supply of 
sheets in th e stock of the Bombay Phila tel ic 
Company! Also I mention w ithout comment 
th at a friend of mine has just rece ived full 
sheets of this issue cancelled to order m 
Male. (Although I sure would like to 
comm ent! ) 

Mr. R aymond sent a list of qu estions to 
be answe red by th e P ost Master at Male, 
and on September 7, 1957, Mr. A. M. Mahir, 
th e present Maldivian P os tm as ter at Male 
replied. H ere fo llows a summary of the 
questions and answers. Is there an airmai l 
se rvice from Male to Ceylon? No. What 
is th e postage rate from Male to U. S. A. 
for ordin ary letter by sea m ail? 25 larees 
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for th e firs t ounce and 15 la rees for each ad­
ditional ounce. The R egistry fee is 30 larees. 
H ave th e Maldive I sland s ye t applied for 
membership in th e U niversal P ostal U ni on ? 
They w ill apply ve ry soon. Are Maldives 
st amps used on mail from the Laccadive Isl­
ands? No. I s a Maldives post office ex­
pected to be opened at Addu? Yes, very 
soon. Name of th e postal agent at Gan 
I sland? The Atoll Chief. The Atoll 
C hi efs a re also th e postal agents at Hittadu 
and Fua Mulaku I slands . H ave there ever 
been any oth er post offices in the Maldives 
bes id es Male? No. Does th e Male Post 
Office have a supply of Ceylon stamps for 
use on mai l to far cou ntries? We had that 
custom sometime back but not now. Was the 
Government of Maldives postmark applied at 
th e Male P ost Office? Yes. Does th is 
mark sti ll ex ist? No. 

It has probably been ra th er evident to you 
in read ing th ese articles of min e th at at times 
I have fe lt a bit exaspera ted about th e ap­
parent lack of precision, shall we say, wh ich 
appears to have been exhibited by the offi­
cials of the post office at Male. In the June 
1957 issue of "The Na tion al Geog raphic 
Magazi ne," Alan Villiers cites his experi­
ence at the Male post office in a most inter­
esting and beautifully illustrated article on 
"The Marvelo us Maldive I slands," from 
wh ich I quote with permission. After read­
ing his remarks I cannot find it in my heart 
to be too seve re with th e employees of the 
post office. Villiers says : 
LECTORS CLU B PH ILATEL IST, VOL . XXXVI, NO. VI 
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Th e One C ent Franklin of 1857-60 Used to 
Prepay th e C arrier F ee by Cy ril F . dos 
P assos. Reprint from The P erforation 
Centenn ial Book. G ift of th e auth or. 

Th e S ecret Ma rk on th e 15 C ent W ebster 
by Cy ril F . dos P assos. R eprint from 
The Essay- P roof J ourn al. G ift of th e 
auth or. 

A uction Ca tal ogu e of th e A l fr ed H . Cas pary 
F irst Sale. H . R . H armer , Inc., N ew 
Y ork, N. Y . Gift of Mr. H erbert ]. 
Bloch. 

Fo reign Mail S ervice in Am erican S hips. 
D ebate in th e 48th Congress, 2nd Ses­
sion, I 885. W ashington, D. C . G ift of 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB P HILATEL IST, VOL. XXXVI , 
Mr. G eo rge A. W eiler. 
Philatelic J ournals. Gift of th e Aero Phi­

latelist s. 
r957- 1958 Philatelic Societies Y ear Bo ok. 

Publication of The British Ph ilatelic 
Association, L ond on, E ngland. 

Un ited N ations P ostage S tam ps. Publica­
tion of th e U nited Nations D epartment 
of Public Info rmation, N . Y. 

D eutsche Z eitu ng f ur B riefma rk enk unde 
( DBZ ), Vols. 29 and 30, 1954-1955. 
G ift of Mr. F rederick A. Brofos . ( G er ­
m an ) 

L 'Echo de la Timbrol ogie, Nos. 370, 375, 
382 and 384, 1908. G if t of M r. P aul 
Lindenberg. (F rench ) 

(Continued On P age 301 ) 
"Some stamps, please," I said, "fo r a letter 
to th e U nited States." Th e cle rk looked up 
and gr inned . "A h, st amps. Yes, yes," he 
said, not making much of an effor t to pro­
duce any. H e had onl y one hand to wo rk 
w ith , which seemed a little str ange. E ven 
stranger was the fac t that w ith th e oth er 
hand he was slowly ma ni pu lating a piece of 
tw ine, w hich led mys teriously upward out 
of th e bar red and glass less w indow beside 
him. Th ro ugh this th e tw ine seemed to dis­
appear into thin air. . . . 

I turn ed inquiringly to my guid e, M r. Ibra­
him D id i, th e all knowledgeable one, w ho was 
also a customs and pos tal clerk , when th ere 
was nobody about to guide, w hich was often. 

" H e likes kites," answe red Mr. Didi : "All 
men in th e M aldive I sland s like kites. L ook! " 

T itle 

Voyage of P yr ard de L aval 
(3 volumes) 

Faun a and Geography of th e Maldives 
(3 volumes) 

lbn Battuta 

J ourn al of th e R. A. S. 

( Royal Asiatic Society) 
The T wo Thousand I sles 

The M aldive I sland s 

The Maldive I sland s 

The Maldive I sland s 

M aldives 

Maldives (A long chapter in "The 
Dive rsions of A Diplomat 
in C eylon.") 
I fo llowed th e sw eep of his eyes into the 
clear blue sky of th e monsoon morning out­
side. T here, sure enough, was a kite per­
for ming skill fu l acrobatics, five or six hun­
dred fee t up .. . . 

An d so, my fe ll ow stu dents of Maldivian 
phil ately, th e next tim e you are tempted to 
fro th a t th e mou th because of th e vaga ries of 
th e pos t office a t M ale, go th ou and do like­
w ise-fl y a kite ! 

A Bibl iography 

The fo rmer U . S. Ambassador to Ceylon, 
Col. Philip K. Crowe, has kin dly sent me a 
list of th e books on th e Maldives in his 
library. It is believed to be a complete list 
of avail able books on the island s. 

Auth or Published D ate 

L aval L ond on 1837 

G ardiner Cambridge 1901 

Gibb L ond on 1929 
Colombo 1932 

H ockley L ondon 1935 
Bell Colombo 1940 
Didi Colombo 1949 
Didi Colombo 1952 
Didi Male 1953 
C rowe Princeton 1957 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
S tam ps of th e Russian Em pire Used A broad 
by S. D. T chilinghirian and W . S. E. Stephen. 
P art I Constantinople, The D anubi an Prin­
cipalities, Bulga ri a and Roumeli a. 96 pages 
w ith illu str ations. Published 1957 by The 
British Society of Ru ss ian Phil ately, 20, B ay­
ham Rd ., Knowle, Bristol 4, England . Price 
30/- ($4.50). 

This is th e fir st of anoth er ambitious series 
of stand ard works und ertaken for th e Brit­
ish Society of Russian Phil ately by Mr. S. D . 
T chilinghiri an and others. The d riving 
powe r behind th ese wo rks is w ithout doubt 
one of th e fin es t phil atelic minds of th e 
twentieth century, a scholar of th e old tr a­
dition of accur acy and completeness, but w ith 
it all not pedantic. 

Ve ry littl e has appea red in phil atelic l it­
e rature on th e subj ect of th e extra- territori al 
Imperi al Russian P ost Offices. In fac t, little 
of any importance has been w ritten about 
Russian phil a tely since th e death of S. V . 
Priga ra. There are, of course, two very 
good reasons why Russian P os tal History in 
general has been neglected. F irst , th ere is 
th e difficulty in obtaining accur ate informa­
tion, as the Russian postal a rchives a re closed 
to us. The stud ent has to rely mainly on a 
few meagre excerpts from docum ents to be 
fo und occasionally in phil atelic w ritin gs of th e 
las t century. Secondly, th e lack of m ateri al 
is a se riou s handicap. Because of th e small 
size of th e Russian stamps, blocks or a t leas t 
pairs a re needed in ord er to have the w hole 
postmark. While cove rs a re more des ir abl e, 
th ey a re sca rce excep t f rom a few sections of 
European Russia. 

This book is a m as terpiece of ord erly and 
d ear a r rangement, and, w hat is of great im­
po rtance to th e student, a section on th e R us­
sian language and th e Cy rillic alphabet is 
included. There is also an excellent hi s­
to rical section, which fi ll s a much needed pu r­
pose in covering th e backg round of th e post 
offices and supplies much data th at woul d 
t ake th e philatel is t yea rs to fi nd in stand ard 
historical texts. Th e illu str ations of th e post­
marks a re clear and ca refully m ade . List s of 
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th e st amps upon w hich th e markings have been 
found a re given in each section. 

The a rea cove red in this fi rst volume is. 
th a t immediately contiguous to the Black Sea 
area of th e Ru ssian Empire. Alth ough it 
might have been better to have treated th e 
Turkish E mpire pos ts as an entity, this r e­
vi ewe r cannot find fa ult w ith the treatm ent 
given to th e C ity of Constantinople. I f th e 
readers w ill bea r in mind th at the second 
pa rt of thi s wo rk w ill cover th e remaind er of 
th e Turkish E mpire, th ere should not be any 
confu sion. The Ru ssian posts in th e D anub­
ian Princip alities, Bulga ri a and R oum eli a, 
a re compl etely cove red in this volume. 

W e a re presented in this wo rk w ith a 
model of w hat this revi ewe r consid ers to be a 
fi ne exampl e of scholarly phil atelic w riting. 
All the in fo rm ation is clea rly a rranged and 
easy of access to the reader. H e sums up 
thi s review by thinking th at here is a book 
th at shoul d se rve as a guid e fo r futur e w rit­
ers on postal history. That is pos tal his­
tory as he believes it should be w ritten, w ith 
du e conce rn fo r th e st amps as well as fo r 
the markings. It is a book th at he w ould 
have liked to have written himself. 

W e definitely recommend thi s book to all 
students, not only of Russ ia but also fo r gen­
e ral interes t. The phil a telist w ill fi nd it 
fasc in ating reading. It w ill help him to en­
joy happy huntin g of th e stamps and covers 
he is seeking. (H . D . S. H. ) 

Th e N umeral O bliterat ions and I nstru cti o11al 
Marks of th e C hannel I slands . By W illi am 
Newport and J ohn Simpson. L ond on, 20 pp. 
pape r, M id- 1957. T o be had a t 75c fro m 
Chann el I slands Speciali sts' Society, 122 
W oodya tes R oad, L ondon, S. E. 12, E ngland. 

H ere is anoth e r unit in th a t Channel I sl­
and se ries of handbook pamphl ets, of which 
we have t aken notice f rom time to time as 
th ey came to ou r hands. 

The va rious 409's of J ersey, 32+'s of 
G uern sey, 965's of Ald ern ey, a re pictured, ac-

(Conclu ded On P age 308 ) 
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R A JPIPL A 
Feudatory State of Ind ia 

By H. D. S. HA VERBECK 
The State of Rajpipla, erroneously spelled 
Rajpeepla in most catalogues, is located in 
the Rewa Kantha area of the Bombay Presi­
dency. It lies not far from the Gulf of 
Cambay between the N erbudda and Tapty 
rivers. Its geographic co-ordinates are 21 
degrees 23 minutes and 21 degrees 59 min­
utes North L atitude; and 73 degrees 5 min­
utes and 74 degrees East Longitude. At the 
time of issu ing stamps, the population num­
bered approximately 60,000. The total area 
of the st ate is 1514 square miles comprising 
one town and 211 villages. The Capital is 
the city of N andod. 

The family of the Raja derives its origin 
from the Raja of Ujjain. They are by caste 
Rajputs, and carry the name of the Bhaona­
gar family. It has ruled in Rajpipla since 
1470. The state pays a tribute of 65,000 
rupees annually to Baroda. It maintains an 
army of 566 infantry. The Raj a is entitled 
to a salute of I 1 guns. 

Rajpipl a is one of th e states th at has given 
little trouble to philatelists. Its st amps and 
postal stationery have been straightforward. 
It is most interesting to note that the issuance 
of postal stationery preceded th at of ad­
hesives. We shall consider the issues in 
chronological order. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXVI
The exact date of the issuance of the let­
ter sheets has not been definitely determined. 
But a study of the papermakers embossed 
devices leads us to believe that it was no 
earlier than I875. The earliest embossed 
date found is 1874. The series consists of 
four denominations printed by typography in 
black ink on thin white wove paper bearing 
the maker's watermark of " Dorling & Greg­
ory". The denominations are I, 2, 3 and 4 
pice. 

The design of the impressed stamp w hich 
is found in the upper right corner is sub­
stantially the same for each denomination. 
It consists of a circle divided horizontally 
into two half circles, surrounding an inner 
circle containing the denomination. In the 
upper half circle appears the inscription, 
"Rajpipla Dak" (Rajpipla Post) in Gujerati 
characters. In the lower half circle is an 
ornamental design of leaves. At the upper 
left of the space for the address, on all four 
denominations are three Gujerati characters 
which read "nobr" meaning number. There 
is no other insc ription upon the l pice letter 
sheet. (Fig. I) On the 2 pice there is in­
scribed in English, " Registered" in the upper 
center, and "From N andode Post Office­
Unkleshwar" in two lines in the lower left 
Fig. l . The upper portion of the l pice letter sheet. 
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RAJPIP LA 
REGISTERED 

• 

FROM NANDOl>EPOST 0F'f'1CE 

UNKL.ESHWAR 

Fig. 2 . 2 pice letter sheet. 
co rner. (Fig. 2) On th e 3 pice appears, 
again in English " R ajpeepla State Post 
Office- R ewa K anta" in two lines in th e 
lower lef t co rn er. (Fig. 3) On th e 4 pice 
th ere is a Gujerati inscription in two lines in 
th e same position which is tr anslated, "Nan­
dode P os t Office-Unkleshwar Gujerat". 
(F ig. 4) 

The four denomin ations we re all printed 
together upon a la rge sheet of paper measur­
ing about l 6 x l 2 inches, which was af ter­
wards cut into four. By a study of guid e 
lines th e ar r angement has been determined 
THE COLL
to be: 

2 Pice 
3 Pice 

The 2 pice letter shee t h as been reported 
on yellow paper. This is believed to be a 
proof. 

While th e letter sheets are fairly common 
in unused condition, it is interes ting to note· 
th a t they a re ex tremely sca rce used. In 
fig ures 5 and 6 a re illustrated the only two· 
used specimens th at th e author has fo und. 
The cancell a tions a re not at all similar t <> 
RAJPEEPLA.STATEPosT0FF1CE 
REWAKANTA 

Fig. 3. Upper porti on of 3 pice letter sheet. 
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Fig. 4 . Upper ha lf of 4 pice letter shee t. 
those fou nd upon th e adhesive stamps. 
The paper bears a maker's watermark, 

" Dorling & Gregory" in la rge outlin e capi­
tals repe ated approx im ately 8 inches apart. 
A po rt io n of thi s watermark usually appea rs 
on each letter shee t. Major Evans reported 
seei ng a sin gle example of th e 2 pice shee t 
on ye ll ow paper in 1902. This is be lieved to 
have been a proof impression. 

The first ad hesiv e st amp of R ajpipl a ap­
peared in 1880. It is chronicl ed in both "Le 
Timbre-Poste" and "The Phil ate lic R eco rd " 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL . XXXVI, 
in November of th a t year. "Le Timbre­
Poste" st a ted th at it had been issued on June 
1 , 1880. M. Moens also assigned th a t date 
to its appearance. The great scarci ty of 
covers has made it impossible to verify this 
attribution. 

The simple squ a re design of th e st amp can 
be seen in figure 7. The centr al circle bears 
crossed swo rd s surrounded by an in scribed 
band , enclosed in a hexagonal frame with 
curved sides . The inscription around th e 
upper pa rt of th e ci rcu la r band reads, " R aj-
~~\, ~l 'let;,, 
wt.<.Jt~ REGISTER£D 

c4"1;. Vi~') 
'/ 

.>-' ~ 
, ... "i,.. ,...Jy~Ut ~ 

Jlo.Jt,t~ 

/"" 
jv --a ~ .... ~ 

~ ... ~ 
""' ~ 

Fig. 5. One of the few examples known of a used letter sheet. 
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RAJP£EP1 .. A.STATEPoST0FF1CE 
REWA°KANTA /.. 

Fig . 6. Another scarce used letter sheet. 
pipla Tapal" ( R ajpipla Post) and th at in th e 
brackets below " H ashil" ( P oss ibly "Value"). 
The cha racters in th e upper co rn ers are 
"e" and "k", th ose in th e lowe r , " P ai" and 
"So" (Ek P aiso = r pice, a quarter anna). 

The stamp w as printed by lithography in 
sheets of 6-1- (8 x 8) on w hite wove paper. 
(Fig. 7) There is a colored fr ame line to 
the shee t a t th e top and right only about 
8 mm. fro m th e stamp s. In th e bottom ma r­
gin is an oblong tablet bearing th e same in­
sc riptions as upon the stamps . The size and 
positioning of th e tr ansfe r report has not 
been determined. But ca reful study of th e 
sheets le ads us to believe th a t the two fr ame 
lines around each stamp were drawn in by 
hand sepa rately around each subj ect. This 
would indicate th at each subj ect in itself con­
stituted a sepa rate transfer report. 

Th e stamps are perfo r ated I I by a single 
line machine. Sometimes a thick brown gum 
w as applied by hand after perfo rating. The 
color of th e st amps is blue, w ith a variety of 
shades ranging from a milky blue to dark 

Fig. 8. 
 THE COLL
blue. 
In th e latter part of r88o two additional 

denominations appea red-2 ann as printed in 
green and 4 ann as in red . The design of the 
2 annas stamp shows an upright sword in 
an oval surround ed by th e same inscription 
as appea rs on th e I pice. (Fig. 8) The w hole 
is set off with a pearl and Aoreate design 
with th e denomin ation , "Be Ana" ( twa an­
nas) in a horizontal t abl et at the foot. The 
design of th e 4 ann as repeats th at of the r 
pice surrounded by a square zigzag border. 
The denomination is given as "char Ana" 
(four ann as) . (F ig. g) Both stamps are 
lithographed in shee ts of 20 (4 x 5) upon 
thin , toned wove paper. There is a colored 
line at the top of th e 2 ann as shee t 3 mm. 
away from the stamps. The 4 ann as sheet 
has colored lines a t the left and bottom of the 
shee t, 4 mm. at th e side and S mm. away at 
th e bottom. There are constant defects in 
the designs of th ese st amps, wh ich may be 
used as a guid e in plating. 

Fig. 9. 
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Fig. 7. Complete sheet of the first adhesive stamp . 

Fig. 10. Fig. 11. 
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Fig . 12. Front and back of a cover bearing the l pice stamp showing the postmark 
and cancellation. 

Phot os by L. W. Giles 
The perfor ation ga uges between 120 and 
13, the re being 38 hol es in a space of 60 mm. 
The st amps were iss ued without gum. 

These two stamps differ so g reatly from 
th e l pice, both in th e style and execution of 
their designs, and in th e nature of their pa­
per and perforation, th at they must be con­
sidered th e work of different cr aftsmen. It 
is thu s somewhat logical to consider th em as 
different issues. But th ere is no actu al proof 
th at they were not issued at the same time. 

R ath er crude counterfeits of all three 
stamps a re known. There is no report of 
any proof impressions. 
 THE COL
Wh en th ese st amps were first chronicled 
in 1880, a 2 pice st amp was sta ted to form 
a part of thi s se t. It neve r seems to h ave 
been issued beca use no copies have ever been 
r epo rted. " Le Timbre-Poste" in May, 1884, 
reported an 8 ann as st amp in th e design of 
th e 2 ann as but in th e color of th e 4 annas. 
This st amp also has not been seen. Fiscal 
stamps were iss ued in 1889 in a somewh at 
similar design, but bearing a crescent moon 
in place of th e sword. 

In th e yea r 1886 ( ?) postal stationery was 
aga in used . This time stamped envelopes of 
the denomin ations of 2 , 3 and 4 pice were 
LECTOR CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL . XXXVl, NO. VI 



RAJPIPLA 
CLUBHOUSE 

(Continued From Page 293) 

Ca talo .que of th e J ewish National Fund 
Stamps, 1902-1950. Compiled and pub­
li shed by Eng. J sidor Simon, Tel-Aviv, 
I sr ae l. Gift of Mr. Martin T aub. 

Simon's Catalogu e of Isra el Stamps 1958, 9th 
Edition. Published by The I sr ael Phila­
telic Exchange Club, Tel-Aviv, Israel. 
Gift of Mr. Martin Taub. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXVI, N
Th e N ew American Stamp Catalog, r958. 
Minkus Publication s, Inc., New York, 
N. Y. 

Th e H olyland and Middle East Philatelic 
Magazin e, Vol. I , Nos. 4, 6, 7 and 8. 
Gift of Mr. Martin Taub. 

M osden Isra el Catalogu e 1957· Masden 
Stamp Company, London , England . Gift 
of Mr. Martin Taub. 

Bolaffi Catalogo dei Francobolli Italiani 1958, 
III Edizione. Societa Culturale Opere 
Tipografiche, Torino, Italy. (Italian) 
issued. The same design as with the earlier 
letter sheets was used. They were printed 
on white l aid paper in a size 136 x 79 mm, 
uniformly in bl ack. These are exceedingly 
sca rce items. 

The cancellations usually found on these 
stamps consists of a rectangle of four thick 
hor izontal bars inclosing the Devanagari 
charac ters " RA" and "1" separated by two 
short thick bars parallel to the others. (Fig. 
IO). There also exists a circular black seal 
inscribed "NANDOD" in white. This is 
illustrated in figure 1 l through the courtesy 
of Mr. T. W. W ard. The author h as also 
seen portions of a device similar to the de­
sign of the l pice stamp used as an obliter­
ator. It has not been seen in sufficient de­
tail to copy, thus no illustration is given. 
Check List 

1880, June l ( ?) Lithographed on White wove paper. Unwatermarked. Perf. II 

1 Pice Blue (shades) c Multiple pieces 4N. Covers RRRR 

I88o, Nov.-Dec. ( ?) Lithographed on toned wove paper. Unwatermarked. Perf. 120 

2 Pice Green (shades) s R Multiple pieces 4N Covers RRRR 

4 Pice R ed s RR Multiple pieces N Covers U 
Became obsolete at th e end of 1886, when th e post was t aken over by the Indian Post Office. 

Postal Stationery 

I 87 5 ( ? ) Letter Sheets 

I Pice 
2 Pice 
3 Pice 
4 Pice 

Black 
Black 
Black 
Black 

s 
s 

RRRR 
RRRR 
RRRR 
RRRR 

I886 ( ?) Stamped Envelopes 

2 Pice 
3 Pice 
4 Pice 

Black 
Black 
Black 

Bibliograph y 

RRRR 
RRRR 
RRRR 

u 
u 
u 

Proof of 2 pice reported on yellow paper. 

Gibbons Stamp Monthly , Vol. XI , pp. 60-64. " Stamps of R ajpeepla" by E. B. Evans 
Philatelic Journal of India, Vol. XLVII, pp. 14-16 
Philatelic J ournal of India , Vol. XLVII , pp 14-16 

( Rep rint of Evans Article with notes by L. E. Dawson) 
Die Ganzsach e, 30 Jahr. No. 2 (April, 1956) p. II " Die Ganzsach en der Indischen Feud­

alstaaten, 17, Radschpipla," Dr. W. Pohlig. 
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Duplex Cancellations 

By E. A. SMYTHIES 
Definition 

A duplex hammer is a time- and labor ­
savin g in strument, invented and adopted by 
postal officials just a hundred yea rs ago, 
w hich at one stroke shows th e two essential 
fea tures of all postal cancell ations, i.e. it r e­
co rds the place, da te, and time of despatch, 
and simultaneously kill s th e stamp. Fo r this 
du al pu rpose all dupl ex consist of two parts, 
a da ter and a killer , fixe d side by side. In 
Canadi an duplex, prac tically all da ters a re 
circul ar and prac tically all killers a re barred, 
being fixed at app rox imately 3 o'clock and 
within 4 mm. of th e dater , w ith th e bars 
usually pa rallel to th e ax is of the hammer. 
Any strikes w hich break th ese two rul es are 
most probably fa lse duplex, i. e. strikes from 
t wo different instrum ents w hich happen to 
fa ll close toge th er, but one or two abnorm al 
exceptions w ill be recorded la te r. 

In itial Use 

Duplex cancell ations were fir st int rod uced 
into C anada in r86o, as reco rd ed by Boggs,* 
from w hom w e quote :-

"T o D. G . Berr i, L ondon, England 

23 Feb 1860 

I am directed to fo rwa rd to you fo r exe­
cution th e w ith in requ isition No. 38 fo r 
da ted stamps, having attached to t hem hori­
zo ntal cancelling bars." 

The requisition included fo ur hammers 
each fo r six la rgest towns, i. e. two indi­
cating "AM " and two "PM ", and two ham­
mers each (one "AM " and one " PM") for 

* W . S. Boggs " The P ostage Sta mps of Canada", 
Vol. I I, page E. s. 
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r 6 oth er tow ns. The general pattern was 
lef t to M r. B erris' discretion, who, in fac t, 
submitted three different patterns, presum­
ably as samples . T wo of th ese are illus­
tra ted in th e accompanying pl ate, F ig. I 

(T oronto) and F ig. 2 ( M ontreal ) . The 
T oronto pattern proved unsatisfactory, w hile 
the Montreal pattern was adop ted as the 
st andard fo r th e remaining towns. 

It m ay be noted th at in Canada du plex 
cancels have been issued only to th e la rge r 
towns. Th is fir st r equisition fo r 22 towns 
was less th an 2% of the pos t offices then in 
existence . In fac t by r900, alth ough th e 
number of post offices using duplex had in­
creased to about 150, this also was less th an 
2% of the tot al number a t th a t da te. 

Evolution of Canadian Duplex 

Sta rting fr om this single standa rd type 
(F ig. 2 ) in 1860, a remarkable r ange of dif­
fe rent types evolved during th e next 40 years. 
Some towns, of w hich Montreal is a good 
example, kept mainly to vari ations of st and­
a rd types, i.e., circul ar killers w ith unb roken 
horizontal ba rs of va rying th ickn ess and 
number (Figs. 2 and 3). Other towns, of 
w hich T oronto is th e supreme example, ex­
perimented wi th a w ide r ange of abnorm al 
types (F igs. 4 to 12 ), some handsome and 
attr ac tive, oth ers biza rre and highly origin al. 
It w ill simpli fy matters if we trace th e evo­
lution of st anda rd types and abnorm al types 
sepa ra tely. 

Standard types . C hanges in the killer we re 
natu rally limited, since by definition "stand­
ard " includes only circular killers with un­
broken horizontal bars. In the 186o's we 
find 12 or 13 thin bars ( Fig. 2) , in the 
r 87o's few er- IO or I I-thicker bars, in the 
r88o 's and early r89o's more-13 to 15- thin 
ECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. xxxvr, ' 0. VI 
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ba rs, and in th e late 189o's a reve rsion again 
to 9 thick ba rs (Fig. 3) . T hese changes sug­
ges t th at th e authorities could not make up 
their minds wheth er a larger number of thin 
bars or a smaller number of thick bars pro­
d uced th e best killers. 

Changes in th e dater a re more intere ting 
and closely conn ected w ith two fac tors:-
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATEL IST, VOL. XXXVI, 
( i) th e historical development of th e D omin­
ion, and ( ii ) th e continu ally increasing 
amount of post office work. Thus, fro m 186o 
to 1 868 we find in the da ter th e letters "CE" 
or "CW" (Figs. I and 2) ; af ter Federation 
in 1868 th e instrument manu fac turers were 
orde red to substitute O N T , Q U E , etc. (Fig. 
8), w hile f rom about 1881 onwa rds we find 
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the wo rd CA N ADA. 
As post office wo rk and th e daily numbe r 

of clea rances increased, so the time-marks 
and in dic ia in dicating times of cancell ation 
va ri ed. As M cL ell an "f has pointed out:­
"Small towns w ith only one outgoing mail in 
the day did not use any time indicia, med ium 
towns w ith two clea rances use AM and PM, 
la rge r towns use 1, 2, 3, 4, or A. B. C., 
w hil e th e la rges t towns indicated exact time 
in differing ways". This procedure is well 
illu str ated by th e progressive changes in 
M ontreal duplex, w hich in th e 186o's had 
"AM " and "PM " only (Fig. 2) in th e 187o's 
prog ressed to numbers I , 5, 7, 8, IO to indi­
ca te mail posted or st amped at th ose hours, in 
th e 188o's exact time, SAM , 5PM was show n 
( Fig. I 1 ) , and in th e I 89o's higher numbers, 
IO to 2 .J. , being exact hours by the 24 hou r 
clock, (F igs. 3, 12 ). It is one of th e unex­
pl ained puzzles of Canadi an phila tely w hy 
th ese indicia numbers we re fo r many years 
rega rd ed as-and labelled-"Clerks' num­
bers", w hen th ey we re obviously not so. It 
was und oubted ly th e intention of th e auth ori ­
ties to in dica te w hen mail was despatched, 
not w ho despatched it. Inquiry from th e 
P . 0. D ep t., Ottawa has es tablished th at 
th ere is no offi cial evidence in support of th e 
"Clerks' numbers" idea. 

A bno r mal types. By contr as t w ith th e 
" Stand ard" types, the main interes t in ab­
norm al types is th e quite as tonishing r ange 
and va riety of killers brought into use . It 
w ould be impossible in this a rticl e to describe 
and illu str ate all th ese interes ting and pic­
turesque types, but a sel ection of th em in th e 
accomp anyin g pl ate will give some slight idea 
of th eir variety. Figs. 4 and 5 show oval 
kille rs w ith unbroken bars, a type used only 
in eight town s. Incidentally th e D orchester 
duplex (Fig. 5) is one of th e very few du­
plex kn own with no outer circle aro un d th e 
da ter. ( E arly daters to 1876-78 had a pa r­
ti al outer circle, and th ereafte r a complete 
outer circle). Figs. 6 and 7 have th e name 
of th e town both in th e kille r and dater, a 
type recorded for six towns only. Figs. 8 
and 9 show an init ial between broken bars, 
"N" fo r T oronto No rth Branch, " H " fo r 
H ali fax. 

Figs. 10, 11 , and 12 show three types of 

t " :\1 aple Leaves" , June 1957, page 304. 
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kille r enclos ing a number of w hich th ere are 
many va net1 es . F ig. IO-Ottawa-had a 
rema rk ably long life of over 20 yea rs, and 
th e kill er part was also used as an ea rly pre­
cance l, in which state it is decidedly scarce. 
F igure I I is an exceptional type w ith ve rtical 
instead of horizontal ba rs, used only in 
T oronto and fo ur of its suboffices. This 
type with No. 5 ( Rive rside Branch ) is one 
of the major ra rities in duplex. F ig. 12 is 
anoth er sca rce type which will be mentioned 
aga in late r. 

These 12 illustr ations are all examples of 
dupl ex f rom th e Victori an era. H owever, 
th e use of duplex has continu ed to the pres­
ent day- in a very short time Canadian du­
pl ex w ill celebra te th eir centenary of use !­
and F ig. 13 is an example of a mode rn du­
plex. It would swell this a rticle to in ord i­
nate length if it incl uded the num erou s va­
rieties of du plex used during th e E dwa rdi an, 
Geo rgian, and E lizabeth an eras . 

Figs. 14 and 15 are two examples of fre ak 
duplex w hich occasionall y turn up to add 
interes t to the subj ect. F ig. 14 shows "The 
H ouse of Assembly" dupl ex, Ottaw a, O N T. 
It was noted ea rli e r th a t any strikes w here 
th e kill er brea ks th e "3 o'clock rule" and 
" parallel to ax is rul e" are most probably 
fa lse duplex, but here we have a genuin e 
duplex w hich breaks both rul es! The killer 
is at 6 o'clock to th e dater and slightly 
tilted. E xamples in my collection, all show­
ing identically th ese freak characters, includ e 
a cover w ith th e very ea rly date of " J any. 
188 1" in blue, more blue strikes da ted 1884, 
1886, 1896, and bl ack strikes of 1897 and 
1900. T he m ajority of th ese a re dated 
March, evidently an ac tive month fo r th e 
" H ouse of Assembly" post office. 

F ig. 15. P ort H ope was one of th e 22 
towns th a t received dupl ex hammers made by 
Berri in 1860, w hich continu ed in use until 
1869. In th at year th e P ostm as ter of P ort 
H ope, like a few hundred oth er postm as ters 
a ll ove r Canada, made fo r himself some can­
cels from co rks, and by cutting a hole in the 
kill er of his duplex and inserting a cork, in­
geniously made a unique type of duplex ! The 
life of th e co rk evid ently w as comparatively 
sho rt, as we have examples of three quite 
different co rks used in this duplex, one (a 
solid blob ) dated D ecember 1869, a second 

(Conclu ded On P age 308) 
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Postal History of the District of Maine in 1795 

By ARTHUR HECHT 
An exa min ation of postal r ecords now in 
the custody of th e Nation al Archives, W ash­
ington, D . C . shows that the year I 795 pro­
vides an unp a rall eled representation of mail 
service in th e District of M aine during the 
eighteenth century. Procedures for the op­
e rations of local post offices; decisive in struc­
tions to deputy pos tm as te rs; es t ablishment of 
postage r ates fo r letter s, packets, new spa­
pers, magazines, and periodicals; commis­
sions all owed to deputi es; and authorizations 
fo r th e development of m ain and cross post 
routes had been given th e necessa ry impetu s 
by th e post al legisla tion of r 792 and 1794. 
Th e ledge rs fo r r 795 conta in th e last and th e 
only compl ete accounts about compensati ons 
paid to deputy pos tm as te rs and m ail con­
tr actors and th e pos tal rece ipts of M aine pos t 
offices. 

Deputy Postmasters 

Recommend ations and/ o r a pe tit ion fo r th e 
es tabli shm ent of a pos t office and th e appoint­
ment of a depu ty postm as ter w ere often sub­
mitted simu lta neously to th e P os tm as ter 
General. Upon creation of a post office and 
th e app roval of a pe rson to se rve as deputy 
postm as te r, th e P ostm as ter Gener al offered 
th e appointment to an individu al and enclosed 
w ith hi s lette r to him a bond and oath to be 
execu ted . The bond was completed w ith 
"sufficient sureti es" ( two), da ted and th e 
oa th subscr ibed to and taken. A f te r th ese 
forms were returned to th e G ener al P ost 
Office ( not officially kn own as th e P os t Office 
D epa rtment until June 8, r 872) , th e newly 
appointed deputy postm as te r was se nt his 
commiss ion, a t able of U nited Sta tes post 
offices showing th eir dist ances to th e sea t of 
th e Gove rnm ent, a copy of th e most r ecent 
post al laws and regulations (extr ac t of por­
tions of th e I 794 postal legislation ) , a copy 
T HE COLLECTORS CLU B P HILATELI ST, VOL. XXXVI , 
of a map of th e United States (probably the 
one prepa red by Abr aham Bradley and fin ally 
publi shed in 1796 ) ; a sadd lebag or portman­
teau with a key for opening it, postal form s 
(accounts of lette rs received and sent, ac­
counts of ship letters, accounts of dead let­
ters, qu arterly accounts, post bills, etc. ) , a 
t abl e of post age r ates (Act of M ay 8, r 794, 
Sections 9 and IO), and ledgers. 

The postal legislation conta ins specific in­
structions rela ting to th e conduct and ass ign­
ments of deputy pos tm as te rs. A deputy pos t­
mas te r was cha rac te rized as "a man accur ate 
and punctu al in busin ess and of perfect In­
teg rity, wh o woul d probabl y give ex t ra Satis­
fac tion to th e people of [a community ]." The 
in structions perta in mainly to th e hours of 
attendin g post offices; scheduling of mail se rv­
ice ; r at ing of lette rs, packets, newspape rs, 
and magazi nes; co mputing commi ss ions; and 
keep ing accou nts of expenditures fo r neces­
sa ry ope rations. In New E ngland deputy 
postm as ters we re occas ionally delegated to 
rep resent th e P os tm as ter Ge neral in handling 
de ta ils abo ut letting of mail contracts. They 
arranged fo r publi shing proposals fo r mail 
contr acts in local newspaper s, receivin g maiI 
tr ansporta tion proposals, and aw a rding mail 
contr ac ts to "competent" co ntr ac to rs, whose 
terms w ere consid ered reason able by th e Gen­
eral P ost Office. The management of a sa t­
isfactory contrac t so metim es resulted in a $10 

bonus fo r th e deputy. Afte r a mail contrac t 
was app roved and a copy sent to th e General 
P os t Office, the depu ty postm as te r proceeded 
to ca re fo r th e bond and oaths of th e mail 
contr ac to r , th e purch ase and / or disbursement 
of saddle-bags to pos t ride r s, and th e sub­
mittal of r egul ar r epo-rts to the seat of th e 
G ove rnment conce rning irregula riti es of 
mail se rvice. 
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DISTRI CT OF MAINE IN I 7 9 5 
Post Offices 

Correspondence, lists, and ledgers of the 
General Post Office show th at forty-two post 
offices in th e District of Maine were in opera­
tion during 1795. The n ames of th ese of­
fices, th eir annu al receipts, names of deputy 
postm as ters and dates of their appointment, 
and compensations paid to deputies were as 
shown on P age 307. 

Mail Routes 

The Post Office act s of I 792 and 1794 
authorized the establishment of post routes 
throughout the United States. The Post­
master General was in structed to enter into 
mail contrac ts for period s not exceeding eight 
years. However, in I 795 m ail contr act s were 
let for about one year, and th ey generally be­
came effective on January I. The act of 1794 
also authorized for th e first time the convey­
ance of m ail by st age wagon or carriage. In 
most inst ances, contractors employed post 
riders as mail carriers, and this was true in 
Maine. Travelers of ten carried letters, and 
people were inclined to be faithful about for­
warding public letters, thus extending the 
post al se rvice. 

By I 795 th e following main post road be­
tween P assamaqu oddy and Portsmou th , to­
geth er w ith mil eages between offices, was in 
oper ation : 

P ost 0 ffice Mileage 

Passamaquoddy 
Machias 20 
Chandler's River 8 
Pleasant River 9 
N arraguagus 15 

*Goulds borough 16 
Sullivan 12 
Trenton I2 
Bluehill IO 
Penobscot I3 

*Frankfort 8 
Belfas t I2 
Duck Trapp I2 
Camden 7 
Thomaston 7 
Warren 7 
W ald oborough I2 

*Not a post town during 1795; however, it is 
mentioned in posta1 legislation because of its "situation 
and circumsta nce ." 
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*Bristol (not shown } 
*N obleborough ( not shown } 

Newcastle IO 

Wiscasset IO 

B ath I3 
Brunswick 12 
North Yarmouth I 7 
P ortl and 14 
Biddefo rd 18 
W ells IO 
York 20 
P ortsmou th IO 

The mail se rvice from P assam aquoddy to 
Penobscot was performed by J ohn F ull erton 
for $290 per annum. The mail contract was 
transferred to J ohn Grindle on October 1 , 

who car ried th e mail until the end of 1795 
for $84.50. From P enobscot to W arren, cov­
ering th e period October 4, 1 794, to Decem­
ber 3 I, I 795 , Samuel Russell se rved as mail 
carrier fo r $300 per annum. Although th ere 
are no references to public mail se rvice be­
tween W arren and Wiscasset , th e mail over 
this portion of th e main post route may have 
been carried by private post rid er s. The Wis­
cassett-Portland mail was handled by Caleb 
Graffam for $64 per annum. From P ortl and 
to Portsmouth two weekly mails were ca r­
ried by Josi ah P aine for $450 per annum. 
The mails lef t P ortland on Sunday and 
Thursday at 5 P.M., arrived a t P ortsmouth 
on Monday and Friday a t 6 P. M., lef t P orts­
mouth on Tuesday and Saturday at 6 A.M., 
and a rrived at P ortl and by 6 P.M. P aine's 
mail contract was transfe rred to Samuel 
Gragg on November I for $272 per annum. 

The existence of private post riders, who 
were paid directly by th e patron s th ey served , 
became an important development of th e 
U nited States postal service. Such mail serv­
ice led to th e authorizations by Congress in 
I 792 and I 794 for cross post routes. They 
served as feeders to th e m ain routes, so th at 
it was hoped that any surplus income from 
the latter would be diverted to meet the ex­
penses of ope ra ting the cross post rou tes. 
However, the expenditure for conveying mail 
by horse on cross post routes was in almost 
eve ry in st ance greater th an its income. 

In I 795 there were very few cross post 
rou tes in th e District of Maine. J ameis 
Stevenson served as mail contr actor for the 
mail rou te between Northampton Court 
House and D over for $533.32 per annum. 
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DISTRICT OF MAINE IN 1795 
Post 0 ffic e and 
P eriod 

Bath 
Belfast 
Berwick (From 

Nov. 4) 
Biddeford 
Blue Hill (From 

Feb. 8) 
Brunswick 
Camden 
Canaan 
Chandler's River 

(From July I) 
Duck Trapp 
Fairfield 
Gray (From 

April I) 
Green 
Hallowell Court 

House 
Hallowell Hook 
Machias 
Monmouth 
N arraguagus 
Newcastle 
New Gloucester 

orridgeworth 
North Yarmouth 
Passamaquoddy 

Penobscot 
Pittston 
Pleasant River 
Portland 
Prospect 
Sullivan 
Thomaston 
Trenton 
Vass al borough 

(From Oct. l) 
W aldoborough 
Walpole 
Warren 

From July l 

Waterborough 
From Oct. 2 

Wells 
Winthrop 
Wiscasset 
York 

D eputy Postmaster 

Dummer Sewall 
Jam es Nesmith 

William Morris 
Benjamin Hooper 

Andrew Witham 
Andrew Dunning 
Joseph Eaton 
Samuel Weston 

William Tupper 
Joseph Adams 

Joseph McLellan 
Benjamin Merrill, 3d. 

James Burton 
Nathaniel Dummer 
Ralph H. Bowles 
John Chandler 
Thomas Archibald 
John Farley 
Nathaniel Cort Allen 

Paine Elwell 
Lewis Frederick de 

Lesdernier (or 
D'Lesdernier) 

David Howe 
Barzillai G annet 
Joseph Patton 
Samuel Freeman 
Benj amin Shute 
Paul Dudley Sergeant 
James Dexter Wheaton 
Donald Ross 

Jeremiah Fairfield 
John Head 
Samuel Grant 
-----------·-------- Burr 
Rufus Crane 

Andrew Burley 
Joseph Storer 
Benjamin Allen 
Ebenezer Whittier 
Daniel Sewall 

Date of 
A ppointm e11 t * 
August 25, I 790 
January l , 1795 

November 4, I 795 
December 21 , 1790 

January l, 1795 
March 20, 1793 
January I , 1795 
October 2, I 795 

April l, 1795 
January I , I 795 
October 1, 1795 

March 9, I 795 
October 1, 1794 

August 12, 1794 
January l, 1795 
January l, 1795 
January l , 1795 
January 1, 1795 
July I, 1795 
January 1, 1795 

June 12, 1792 

January 1, 1795 
January 1, 1795 
January I , 1795 
April l , 1795 
December 3, I 789 
January 1, 1795 
January I, I 795 
January I , 1795 
July I , 1795 

October l, 1795 
January l, 1795 
April 1, 1795 
October ________ , l 773 
July I, 1795 

October 2, I 795 
December 20, I 791 
January I , 1795 
November 28, I 791 
June 12, 1792 

R eceipts 

$32.55 
2.44_0 

3.35 
l 1.74 
3.81 

I.I 3 
2.28 

.31 

21 .76 

I 7.81 
1.39 
4.05 
4.13 
4.04 

12.56 

12.86 
I 5.12 
5.10 
2.50 

187.26 
2.14 
1.30 

10.61 
4.47 

4.47 

.18 
30.71 

1.05 

40.28 

Compensation 
to D eputy 

Postmast ers 

$127.20 
10.78 

1.59 
144.71 

8.57 
51.43 
12.98 

3.72 
10.66 

1.66 

62.08 
4.42 

10.71 
20.70 
15.51 

45.10 
83 .19 
31.12 

5.91 
811.84 

8.52 
6.36 

39.83 
16.60 

21.03 

21.86 

.43 
l l 7.29 

3.35 

103.65 
* Certain records have disappeared with the passage of time and to arrive at an approximate date with 

as much accuracy as possible, it is necessary to depend on the accou nts submitted by the deputy postma sters 
and letters written to them or about them. 
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MAINE--CANADA--BooK R EVIEWS 
CANADA 

(Continu ed From P age 304) 

(cut in 8 segments) dated February and 
March 1870, and th e th ird (Fig. 15) in April 
1870. 

In possession of Th e Philatelic Foundation , 
N ew Yark , there is a large proof book (20

11 

x q" x 180 pages) of Canadian cancels, cov­
ering the period 1876-1902. Thus before con­
cluding this a rticle, we take the opportunity 
to record with gratitude th at by th e kindness 
of th e Chairman and Sec retary of Th e Phila­
telic Foundation, we were able to utilize in 
our researches on duplex th e valuable ma­
terial cont ained th erein. Out of IO to 15,000 
st rikes in th e book, r 35 were duplex, of which 
several are otherwise unknown at present 
(for example Fig. 12) and the dates of manu­
facture of a large number of types have been 

auth enticall y es tab lished 
f n cone] us ion , it may be noted th at the 

total number of different duplex of the Vic­
torian era recorded tu date is slightly over 
300, spread over abou t I 50 d iffe rent towns 
and post offices, so that a reasonably com­
plete coll ection of these interesti ng and at­
tractive cancels is not an impossible propo­
s1t1on. But for adequate strikes, single 
stamps are of little use. Covers, ca rds , or 
cut-outs are desirable. The study of can­
cellations is a branch of philately that is 
steadily increasing in importance and popu­
larity. Knowledge and study of Can adian 
duplex is rather surprisingly, one of the very 
few branches of Canadian philately that has 
unt il recently been comparatively neglected. 
Consequen tly, there is good scope for further 
research, as this article has demon strated , 
although it h as only touched the fringe of 
the subject. 
T he route between P ortl and and Pittston 
was let to Matthias Blossom for $212.52 per 
annum. In August th e mail schedule for 
this route was alte red so th at th e mail left 
Portland eve ry W ed nesday at 6 A. M., ar­
rived at Pittston at 6 P . M., and r eturned to 
Portl and on th e nex t Tuesday evening at 
6 P.M . This cross post route was extend ed 
to Wiscasset on November 1, increas ing the 
distance 20 miles, and Blossom was allowed 
$30 more for carrying th e mail until the 
end of 1795. Effective November I, the fol­
lowing cross post routes were inaugurated: 
( 1) H allowell Hook to N orridgeworth, let 
to P eter Gillman, Jr., for $164 per annum; 
(2) Well s to Dover, let to J osiah P aine for 
$175 per annum; and (3) Pittston to Plum­
ste ad, let to John Rodrick for $ 100 per 
annum. 

Accounts 

The system of accoun ting by deputy post­
mas te rs was handled in a routine manner. 
At th e end of every three month s th e deputy 
308 THE COL
submitted to the General P ost Office tr an­
scripts of accounts of letters and newspapers 
rece ived and sent, ship letter s rece ived and 
receipts for th e moni es paid for th ese, let­
ters sent by sea from th e post office, printer's 
accounts receipts for adve rtising uncl a imed 
letters, a bill for dead letter s, post bills, re­
ce ipts for contingent expenses, and qu arterly 
accounts . The quarterly accounts from local 
post offices were consolid ated in th e General 
Post Office and th en submitted to th e Trea­
sury D epa rtment eve ry three months. 

In th e las t decade of th e eighteenth cen­
tury the troublesome postage rates for let­
ters were ch anged . There were nin e rates 
es t abli shed coveri ng eight zones up to 450 
miles, and one r ate beyond th at distance. A 
fl a t r ate of 25 cents for mail sent more th an 
450 miles mean t a savings to th e people of 
Maine. These rate ch anges evid ently pro­
duced th e expected results for th e post reve­
nue from th e District of Maine towns in­
creased in sp ite of the moderate development 
of mail se rvice on post roads. 
BOOK REVIEWS 

(Continu ed From P age 294) 

curately da ted , and adequately described. The 
"instructional" or due markings of the three 
island s are likewise adequately covered . 

As with th e previous units, it is difficult to 
L

evaluate w ith out seem in g to pra ise too much, 
because th e needed tasks h ave all been com­
pletely performed. Given this particu lar 
type of postal history study, the method and 
content here appli ed , seem to fit the need s 
precisely. (S. G. R.) 
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BIG 
COLLECTION 

We urgently need for one of our clients a 
very large general o r specialized co llecti on 
of any countries . If you own o r know of 
such a collect ion it will be to your advantage 
to contact us . We w ill gladly trave l to 
exam ine large r ho ld ings, if necessary. 

OF COURSE . .. we are st il l ve ry much 
interested in purchasing your smaller co l­
lections, lots, and accumulati ons wh ich are 
needed fo r our da ily trade . 

You Can Benefit With 
OUR 168-PACE CATALOCUE 

which includes all of your collecting 
needs under one cover. 

FOREIGN STAMP$ 
C OMPLETE 

MINT SETS 

Lists and prices over 16,000 sets from 
1900 to date. This is the World ' s largest 
Catalog of Mint 20th Century sets. Special 
sections for Rotary, UN , FDR and UPU 
issues, Packets and Accessories. 

Sent on receipt of 50c to cover 
handling and mailing costs . 

GENERAL ST AMP CO. 
L. TANKEL, Prop. 

100 Nassau St., New York 38, N. Y. 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXVI , 
for sale by auction 
Purchasing stamps in sales which are 
held thousands of miles away may 
seem a risky business, but you may 
place your bids in our hands with com­
plete confidence. O·ur illustrated cata­
logues, with comprehensive descrip­
tions and accurate valuations, are the 
finest in the world and provide a reli­
able guide on which to place bids on 
unseen lots . 

The following letters are typical of the 
many received by overseas clients who 
have made their purchases by post : 

24. 4 . 57 
I am recommending to my phila­

telic friends here that they cannot do 
better than follow my example in 
making bids at your sales, in which 
most of the items are such as are com­
pletely unobtainable here . 

C. U. H .. S. Austral ia. 

6 . 5. 57 
. .. .. Very pleased with condition of 

stamps . Your catalogue descriptions 
are honest and accurate. 

A C. H., Canada . 

23 . 7 . 57 
. .... I have just received the mater i­

als which I bought from your last auc­
tion . The material came in good con ­
dition . I am very pleased with these 
purchases and want to thank you for 
your splendid services. 

C. H. McG., Washington , D. C., 
U. S. A 

If you are a specialist who has diffi ­
culty in locat ing your " wants" you 
may be interested in our Busy Buyer 's 
Service full details of which w ill be 
forwarded on request . 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
50 PALL MALL, 

LONDON, S. W. 1 
If/li eu re plyiu_q l o th is advertisement please m ention 
that you saw it in " T he Co llectors Clu b Ph ilatelist" 
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EDWIN MUELLER'S 
CATALOG 

of the 

IMPERFORATE CLASSIC 
POSTAL STAMPS OF EUROPE 

AND 
CONTEMPORARY POSTAL ENVELOPES, 

LETTER SHEETS AND WRAPPERS 
1958 

has been published 
l 6 8 pages, cloth bound 

$6.50 postfree 
(Shipped registered by the printers from 

Vienna) 
For resale-minimum order three copies­

ask for spec ial rates 
Send o rders with cash (check or money 

order ) to 

MERCURY STAMP CO . 
52 2 Fifth Avenue 

New York 36, N. Y. 
'.i'el. MU 2-7106 & 2-6976 

Cable Address : 
Mercstamp Newyork 
SPECIAL OFFER 
Thru the co-operation of a member, 

we can offer FOR SALE 

Volumes 1-18 incl. 

of the 

COLLECTO,RS CLUB 

PHILATELIST 

Bound and In Fine Condition 

* 
Price Upon Application 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 3 5 Street , New York 16, N. Y. 
VIII THE COLLEC
ERRORS, VARIETIES 

& AIRMAILS 
For 3 0 yea r s we h ave bee n s peciali zing in a ll un­
usual items, E rrors, Vnrie lies, e tc .. r ega rdless if 
lhcy nrc o r nr c nol lis lcd . 

No w we h nve o n h a nd a ver y la rge selection of 
Airmails, UPU, U~. FOR, Rot a r y, Inverted Cen ter s, 
Sp orls, T opicnls, Mini nlurc nod De Luxe Shee ls, 
Proofs, e tc. 

We have o dditi es and unu sual items Crom ma ny 
differ e nt countries, ns: 

A byssini a , A lbania , B e lg ium, B razil , C a na ry I s la nds , Colo mb ia , 

C o ngo, C roa t ia, Czerl1o slovak ia, D a nz ig , E c u ado r , E pilrm1 , 

F ar Eas t , F rnnce a nd Colo nies, Greece, Georg ia , H onduras. 

I r e land, Uni, Ira n , I taly a nd Colo nies. Jugoslavia . La t via, 

Lib eria . Lithu ania , Luxembo urg , Mo naco, Nlcangu a, P a nama, 

P a r a guay. Pola nd . R o ma nia, Russia, Saar, Salvado r , Sca dt a , 

Sp a in and Colo nies. Tang ie r , T annit T ouva , Uru g ua y, 

Venezuela, e t c . 

We will g la dly m nk e selec li ons for you a nd o f 
course you ha ve the right to r e turn a nythin g. 

Plea se check wher e ~·ou a rc es pecia lly inler es lc rl. 

D Centra l Ameri ca D Ameri ca na 
D South Ame ri ca D Bookl e ts 
D Asia D Covers 
[] Afri ca D De Luxe Sheets 
D E uro pe D F.O.R. 
D Belg ium D I"'·erl ed Ce nte r s 
D Fran ce & Colo nies D Mini nlurc Sheets 
D Libe ri a D Proo fs 
D Lithunni n D Ro l11r'' 
D Poland D Spo rt~ 
D Russ ia D T o pica ls 
D Spain D U.i\. 
D Airmail s D .P.U. 

D Items up to S5. D Ite ms up lo 8 15. 
D Items up lo S25. D ll e rn s up lo ? 

R e (e r e ncf's ____ ___ ____ ____ _ 

C it y ____ ____________ _ _ 

Add ress _ _______________ _ 

Na me ___ ______ ________ _ 

SELLING YOUR STAMPS? 
O ffe r th em to us-Our record s show deal ings 
rang ing from small collections to an accumulation 
of one of the oldest U. S. A . dealers. O utright 
cash purchase or if desi red A uction . GET MO R E 
for your stamps! 

\ Vrit e us t oday 

S. Serebrakian 
15 Park Row New York 38, N. Y. 
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PRESENTATION BOOKLETS 
Our last evening in San Jose de C~sta Rica I bought a box full of lovely things , including 
the following booklets. Some are quite elaborate, particularly the French albums. All are 
unusual souvenirs. The ( UPU ) indicates the item was issued as a souvenir of the 1952 
Brussels U. P. U. Congress. Scott # s used. 

2. BELGIUM-3-page fold er with die proofs (on the fo lder) of #407 / 417, 421, B514 (UPU) ............ $50.00 
3. BELGIUM- B511 / 513 die proofs on large souveni r card ····--······· ··· ······-··············· ······ ····-··········· ·············-·· 25.00 
4. BELGIUM-3-page folder, die proof s on t he fo lder of B426/ 30, B437 / 41, B465/ 66, B472/ 76 ........ 50.00 
5. CONGO- F lower s set complete, #263/84, in booklet, each with grey SPECIMEN opt. 

(Courvoisier presentation ) ··········-··-·--························ ·········-·······--········· ·········· ··-·--··--··--····-·····--·-··············-··· 7.50 
6. EGYPT-#285/ 87, 292/94, 296, 317, C53/ 64, E5, J40/ 46, 0 60/ 68, 291A, 294A, 298A, 317A (UPU) 12.00 
9. FRANCE over seas-complete air sets , Cameroons to W a llis & Futun a (Scott $77 p lus) (UPU ) 40.00 

10. FRENCH MOROCC0- 221//283, B32//45, CB26/ 41 , B41A, B47A, CB34A , CB39A, CB4 plus 

unissued items (UPU ) ·············-····--·-·-···· ············ ··· ·········- --·--·······-··-··· -----········ ·········-·········-····--------·-----······· 16.00 
18. SURINAM- #211/ 33, 236/ 39, 243/ 52, B49/ 52 (UPU ) ······· ········-······--·-·-·---··-----·-······································· 9.00 
21. TURKEY- 947 / 1014, 1017/ 25, 1027/ 28, 1031/ 33, 1035/ 46, 1049/ 53, 1055/ 74 , C12-21, 01-/ 12, 

1046A (UPU) ······························································ ············-················-·················································-······-· 25.00 
22. UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA- 63//189 in pairs (about $15 Scott) plus SOUTHWEST AFRICA 

#135/ 58, 163/ 64, 239/ 43 (UPU ) ················· ················--··········----·············································-· ··--······ -· ···· ···· 20.00 

Other similar of Cambodia, Ethiopia , Iceland , Macao, Pakistan, Portugal, Spain and the 
U. P. U. itself. Free particulars. 

RICHARD N. CONE ROUTE 8, BOX 269 
TUCSON, ARIZONA, U. S. A. 
BARWANI 

BHOPAL 

BUNDI 

CHARKHARI 

JAIPUR 

RAIPEEPLA 
SO RUTH 

S. G. No. 7 Complete sheet of 4 , Mint .... ..... .. . ...... . ..................... .. . ....... $ 
S. G. No. 33a Complete sheet of 4, Mint . ....... .... .... . ............ . ............... . 
S. G. No. 34a Complete sheet of 4, Mint .. . .... . .. ......... . .. .. .......... .. .. ....... . 
S. G. No. 42 Mint single ... .... .... . ...... .. .. .. ..... ... .. .. .. . .... .. ... ... ... ........... .. .. . 
S. G. No. 355 Mint lmperforate Block of 4, showing all the three 

types of the figu re "2" (Cat. Val. £40 ) . .. ........ .. .......... ... .. 
S. G. No . 035 Mint .......... .. .... ....... .. ... .. ................ .... .. ..... ...... ... ..... . ..... . 
S. G. No . 036 Mint .. ...... .. ... .. ... ... ..... ............... . .......... . .. ................... ... . 
S. G. No. 038 Mint .................................. . .. .. ....... .. .. ... .. . ..... .. ... ..... ...... . 
S. G. No. 66, 66a & 67 (3 values ) Mint . .. ... ...... ..... .. ........ . ........ ......... . 
S. G. No. 66b Mint ............. ... .................. . .. ...... ... . .... .. .. .............. . ....... . 
S. G. No . 67a Mint .. ... ... ... .. ..... ...... . ............. .. .............. .... .... .. .. .. ......... . 
S. G. No. 80a in Mint block of 4 with three normal stamps ...... . .. ... . .. . . . 
S. G. No. 80b in Mint block of 4 with three normal stamps ... ....... . .. . .. . . 
S. G. No. 80c Mint or used .... ... . ........ . .... ... .. ... .... .. ..... ..... ... .. ......... ... ... . 
S. G. No . 80d Used .... .......... ....... ................. ... ....... ... ...... .. .... ..... ......... . 
S. G. No . 80e Mint or used ... . ... ... ..... .. ..... ... .. .. .... . ........ .... .... ............... . 
S. G. No . 3 Complete Mint shee t of 20 ... .......................... ..... .... ... . ..... . 
Scott No. 42 Complete Mint sheet of 40 containing minor varieties 

like "small letters", " no stop" etc . Cat. $80 .00 .... .. ......... . 

Postage extra. Prices in U. S. A. currency. 

We specialize in the stamps of India, ln~ian States, Nepal and Tibet. 

Want lists solicited and promptly attended to. 

B. L. BRAUN & SONS 
Members : 

P. T . s. London. DESRAJ STREET, PATIALA. ( INDIA ) . 
Established : 

1906. 

Price 
8 .50 
4 .00 
4 .00 
3 .00 

80.00 
10.00 
10.00 
15 .00 
4 .50 

42 .00 
42.00 

2 .50 
4 .00 
2 .00 

10.50 
4 .00 

15 .00 

40.00 
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Why kick yourself later 
for not getting it now? 

Scott's 1958 Standard Catalogue 
Vol. I (with 19,362 new prices ) .. .... ........ .... .... .. ..... ....... $ 5.00 

Vol. 11 (33,588 new prices ) ...... .. .... ... .. ...... .. .... ...... ... ..... ... 6.00 

Combined Edi t ion (Vols. I & 11 bound together ) , 
out Nov. 22 . ... .. . .. . .. . .. ... . .. . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . .. .. . ... .. . .. . .. .. . .. .. 1 0 .00 

Scott's 1958 U. S. Specialized Catalogue, out Dec. 1 ........ 4 .00 

Please order from your dealer. 

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS!I In~. 
461 EICHTH AVE. , NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 
The Royal Philatelic Society, London 
announces the publication of-

The Postage Stamps of 
Great Britian 

PART FOUR 

THE ISSUES OF KINC CEORGE V 
by K. M . BEAUMONT and J. 8. M . STANTON 

PRICE $4.50 (plus postage 75 cents) 

EDITION DE LUX E, LIMITED TO 75 NUMBERED COPIES, $6.50. 

CONTENTS 
A comp lete philatelic description of the various issues of King George , , , covering the preparatory 
sta~es of production, plates, printers, controls and perforations; supplemented by a detailed description 
of the e lectro markings, with their controls, which makes plating possible. No less than 15 8 plates 
of the H alfpenny a nd 233 plates of t he One Penny are thus identifiable, an d simi lar information is 
provided for the other duties. ·very full information, inc1uding references to the actua l inks used, is 
provided for the essays which were made as colour trials, and unconnected with the design; this 
is coup led with notes on the use of the Quartz Lamp. To comp lete the picture the correspondence 
between the 'designer, G. W. Eve, the General Post Office, The Royal J\lint and Somerset House is 
reproduced in full. 

ORDERS WITH REMITTANCES, INCLUDI NG POSTAGE, SHOULD BE SENT TO 

THE SECRETARY, ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LONDON 
41 DEVONSHIRE PLACE, LONDON , W.1 
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Stamps for Sale ? ? ? 
WE CAN BE OF SERVICE TO YOU 

For more than a quarter of a Century, COLLECTORS, DEALERS, TRUST COMPANIES 
and EXECUTORS OF ESTATES have consulted us regarding the conversion of Phi latelic 
Properties into CASH. 

IF YOU WANT TO SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION 
we can offer ea r ly dates and attractive term s. Expert supervision of all m aterial by an 
experienced Philatelic Auctioneer. Libe ral advances pen ding sale. Comprehensive insu rance 
and Holmes Electric Protection safeguards your property while in our possession. Our Catalog 
distribution is world-wide. 

OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE 
successfully places Collectionsy Stocks a n d Rarities where this method is preferred. 

IMMEDIATE CASH IS WAITING 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I for the outright p u rchase of suitable material regardless of amount. 

Our Advice, Backed by 31 Years Experience in the Stamp Trade , is at Your Disposal I 
Infor mation Cheerfully Given I 

.-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~=·=--~~ 

IR\VIN HEll\IAN ~ INC. 

Serving American Philately Since 1926 

2 WEST 46th STREET NEW YORK 36, N . Y. 

ROOM 708 - Tel.: JU 2-2393 

I 

·-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~• 
WANTED 

UNITED STATES 
FOREIGN 

Stamps and Covers 

JOHN A. FOX 
110 West 42 Street, New York 16, N. Y. 
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X

Tuy a 

International Philatelic Dictionary 

conta in s over 7500 surcha rges; 

phi latelic te rms in 1 I langu ages; 

capi t als, areas, popu lation, cur rencies, con-

de nsed biographies, names and addresses 

of principal philatelic clubs and societies 

throughout the wo rld. 

Fo r Sale at all philatelic supply houses 

or 

sent regi stered postpaid upon receipt of 

$3.50 

Tuy a International Philatelic Dictionary 

P. 0 . Box 268 

Havana , SE, Cuba 
II THE COLLEC
At Your Service 
For All 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
PHILATELIC 
COMMERCIAL 
INTERIORS 

PORTRAITS or 
CANDIDS 

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE 
(Photographer for the 

Collectors Club Philatelist.) 

832 Eighth Avenue 
New York 19, N. Y. 
FOR 

C.iaAAic 
gMU!lti 

WRITE TO: 

DOUGLAS ROTll 
Fairways, Mona Crescent, 

Newlands, 
Cape Province, South Africa 
WE SPECIALIZE IN 

AMC 
IS RAEL 

POLAND 

TRIESTE 
VATICAN CITY 

New Price Lists. Just Out. 
Write for your free copy. 

MANY, l\IANY l\IORE I NTER.ESTING 
ITEMS IN STOCK. 

WHAT DO YOU NEED? 

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO. 
116 Nassau Street, New York 38, N. Y. 

ASDA-Collectors Club 

S. L . DA YER, Pro11. 
TORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXVI, NO. VI 



JULIA RD 

JULIARD CLASS ... 

JULIARD CLASSICS 

For a wise purchase, as reference, 

the 1958 issue of " Juliard Class­

ics", the priced catalog of US 

and foreign quality stamps. 

Just released, it lists beautiful 

philatelic items available from 

A. S. JULIA RD, NARBETH, PA. 

Established i11 1889 by L. S. Juliard 

Se nd for your free copy today. 
' 
1
\

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL . XXXVI , N
AUCTION SALES 

Choi~e British 
North Ameri~a 

* NOV: 27th 2 P. M. & 8 P. M. * 
fine Canada, the property of 
Harry Creed and o ther owners * JAN: 8th 2 P. M. & 8 P. M. * 

specialized Small Cents Co ll ec t ion, 
the property of Cla rence Kemp­
supe rb blocks incl. Jubi lees to $5, 
the property of Cl a rence Wil son 

* FEB: 5th 2 P. M. & 8 P. M. * 
Stampless Covers from the 

J. C. Goodwin Estate 

ILLUSTRATED CATALOGS 
AVA ILAB LE ON REQUEST 

J. N. SISSONS LTD., 
59 Wellington St. W., Toronto, Canada. 

Phone: Empire 4-6003 · Cables : Sis t am 1) , Toronto. 
AUCTION CALENDAR 
For The Coming Season 

NOVEMBER, 1957 ... Gen eral sale, with a fine 
Germany specialized, a lso nice lot of world airs, 
plus U . S. , British Cols. and fore ign, also lots by 
country. 

DECEMBER, the B. W. H. POOLE stock, pri· 
marily British Colonials, with some very fine 
pieres and a large wholesale section . 

JAN U ARY, 1958 ... the B. W. H. POOLE library , 
plus pos tal his tory and stationery. Some rare 
philatelic lite rature, including presentation copies 
and bound runs of early p eriod icals. 

FEBRUARY, a general mail s ale, with material 
from all parts of the world, and a fine showing 
of country lots on pages. 

IF YOU ARE NOT ON OUR MAILING LIST, 
 and would like to rece ive any of these catalogues, 
 just drop us a line. 

IF YOU HA VE A COLLECTION OR ACCUMU­
LATION FOR SALE, why not drop u s a line? 
W e can arrange to handle for you at auction, or 
if you prefer , to purchase outrig h t. 

HIGGIN§ & GAGE9 Inc. 
Philatelic Auctioneers & Brokers 

23 No. Santa Anita, Pasadena , California 
O

COVERS 

POSTAL STATIONERY 

§peciialist Material 

• 
What Are Your Needs? 

• 
new 0ngland 8tamp Co. 

45-X BROMFIELD STREET 

BOSTON 8, MASSACHUSETTS 
. VI XIII 



Approvals of 

MODERN BRITISH COLONIALS 

MINT 

at very low prices 

(Under half Scott ). 

SILVER WEDDINGS 

MINT COMPLETE: $125.00 

Write now lo: 

CHRISTIAN HACHE 

7 4 Rue du Relais 

Brussels - Watermael, Belgium 
Member: Collectors Club, ASDA, 

and numerous others. 
XlV THE COLLEC
SPECIALIZING IN 

AUCTION SALES 
oi choice 

UNITED ST ATES 

Stamps and Covers 

..Jluction sales field regularly 

Catalogues on request 

Bruce G. Daniels 
7 Water Stree t Boston 9 , Mass. 
 

~C;~;ctors
0

Cl~lub P
0

~;atelis;CIOI • ~CIO;i 
·~O These Back Issues are available at the following prices : O~ 

From 1926 to 1930 $2.50 per copy 
From 1931 to 1940, 1957-8 2 .00 per copy 
From 1941 to 1956 l .25 per copy 

~ 0 
o~ Vol . v ( 1926 ) July, Oct. Vol. xx ( 1941 ) All issues D

Vol. VIII ( 1929 ) Apr., Oct. Vol. XXI ( 1942 ) All issues 
. Vol. X ( 1931 l Jan., Apr., Oct. Vol. XXll ( 1943 ) Jan. I, II ; Apr. I, ~O 

Vol. XI ( 1932 ) Oct. II ; Jly. ; Oct. I, II 
Vol. XII ( 1933 ) All issues Vol. XXlll ( 1944 ) Jan. I, II ; Jly.: 
Vol. XIII (1934 ) Apr. , Jly. , Oct. Oct. I, II. 

·O Vol. XIV (1935 ) All issues Vol. XXIV (1 945 ) All issues O Vol. XV ( 1936 ) All issues Vol. XXV ( 1946 ) All issues 
Vol . XVI (1937 ) All issues Vol. XXVI ( 1947 ) All issues 0 

O~'.: ~~:: XXV~~: g~~~: !rir\~sJ:~y, Oct. ~~'I. iiJi'1~ g~!~\ t~ .. is;:per~, Jly. ~ .. 
Vol. XIX ( 1940 ) Jan., Apr., July Vol. XXIX to XXXV ( 1950-57 ) All 

Six Issues. 

~ • • • TH2~ Ea~~s~Ls~~,!~~t ~B~~~ ~ 
1l~====!oc::1oc:===i roc::10c:::===oc::10c:===i,oc::10c:::==::::10c::10c:::=~U 
TORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL . XXXVI, NO. VI 



VENEZUELA 
lOc. C. D. S. Venezuela Paq Fr ......................................................................................................................... $10.00 

2 25c. C. D. S. Venezuela Paq Fr. No. 1 .............................................................................................................. $12.00 

3 lOc. Rose C. D. S. Venezuela Carupano Paquebot D. 30 Oct. 'S5-(slightly defective but clear 
strike of this very rare marking) .................................................................................................................... $17.00 

4 Scott Type A.10. Pair 25c. lSSO each w ith C. D. S. La Guayra Paq. Fr. D. No. 2 ........................ $22.00 

5 Scott Type A.10. Pair 50c. lSSO each with C. D. S. La Guayra Paq. Fr. D. No. 2 ............................ $14.00 

6 Scott Type A.10. Pair 25c. C. D. S. Ligne D. No. 3. 28 Nov. '82 ............................................................ $14.00 

7 Scott Type A.10. Pair 25c. Orange C. D. S. Venezuela Paq Fr. in red ................................................ $14.00 

S 50c. Black brown Oval cancellation Compagnie Generale Atlantique at Carupano ............................ $10.00 

9 50c. Black brown C. D. S. La Guayra Ligne Francais No. 4. 1 Nov. 'Sl ................................................ $11.50 

10 25c. 1S82 Yellow Brown cancellation Fort de Franca Martinique ............................................................ $S.50 

COVERS 
11 1S86, with 2 copies 30c. and one copy 40c. FRANCE Napoleon perforated, cancelled ANCHOR 

in dots and addre•sed to Bordeaux, with P D in red and C. D. S. La Guayra 7 Sept. '72. 
On reverse the Venezueht Paquebot Francais .............................................................................................. $60,00 

12 80c. Napoleon perforated cancelled Anchor in dots (SOc. rate to Bordeaux). On reverse "Ligne 
A. Paq. Fr.'' .......................................................................................................... .............................................. $40.00 

13 to Vera Cruz with mute Correos La Guayra & franked with 3 copies of France 20c. Sage 
Peace & Commerce, cancelled with La Guayra C. D. S. 17 Jul. '78. On reverse "Ligne Paq" 
Fr. No. 1. & circular St. Thomas 24.7.78 transit mark ........................................................................ $56.00 

14 to Paris franked with 25c. & 75. Peace & Commerce with La Guayra C. D. S. 20 Feb. '78 & 
circular Correo• La Guayra mute franking. On reverse "Ligne Paq Fr. No. 2" (RARE lfr. 
rate) .......................................................................................................................................................................... $56.00 

15 to Bordeaux franked with France lfr. Sage Peace & Commerce cancelled La Guayra 7 Aug. '77 
with Correos La Guayra C. D. S . .................................................................................................................... $45.00 

16 to Italy, franked with France Peace & Commerce 1 fr. Sage, cancelled with Venezuela Paq Fr. 
No. 4. and tied by the Mute Correos La Guayra. On reverse Milano & Como receiving marked $50.00 

17 to Malaga, franked with 1 fr. France Peace & Commerce Sage Green cancelled with C. D. S. 
Porto Cabello 5 May '77 and with Mute Correos Venezuela Puerto Cabello circular mark ........ 42.00 

18 to Habana, with pair 30c. France Peace & Commerce cancelled with C. D. S. Port Cabello 
lS May '77. Mute Venezuela Puerto Cabello on the obverse and Tax 3 in black ............................ $2S.OO 

in to Bordeaux franked with 80c. Napoleon, 5c. Napoleon & lOc. Bordeaux, cancelled Anchor in 
dots. On the obverse Venezuela Paq Fr. A. No. 3. with boxed " Affranchisement insufficient" $70.00 

20 to Bordeaux with France Ceres 5c. 15c. & SOc. Postmarked Anchor in dots and C. D. S. Porto 
Cabello 5 Feb. '76 Boxed P D in black ........................................................................................................ $70.00 

21 to Bordeaux franked with 4 copies France 20c. Napoleon postmarked Anchor in dots, C. D. S. 
"La Guayra S Oct. 'SS," Boxed P D in red and Oval forwarding agents Martin Jose 
Larralde, Caracas .................................................................................................................................................. $56.00 

22 to Malaga with France 80c. Napoleon postmarked Anchor in dots Porto Cabello 2 Apr. } 
'70. boxed P D in black and handstruck Tax 4 reals in red .................................................... The two-

23 to r!l~ll~a redi~~ ... =::~~-~-~----~-~-~------~~~:'..~'.'. .. -~~-~~---~-a-~-~'.~.~s··--~~-d··--~~~-c~~-~~~-~~~'. .... ~~: ... ::~~----~ $70.00 

24 to Paris 1S76 with Porto Cabello 5 N ov. '76 and Venezuela Paq. Fr. B. No. 2. with handstruck 
"12" in black ........................................................................................................................................................ $12.00 

25 to Valparaiso, Chile, franked with France 40c. & SOc. Ceres cancelled with Anchor in dots and 
C. D. S. La Guayra 24 Apr. '76. On the obverse mute Correos La Guayra and handstruck 
lOc. in black ............................................................................................................................................................ $70.00 

26 from France to Carupano, Venezuela via Harriman & Co. Port of Spain, Trinidad, franked 
with France Ceres 40c. Orange Ii pair 30c. Grey large figures cancelled "2602" in dots with 
transit mark Trinidad Ap. 24. 1875 and boxed P D in red ................................................................ $25.00 

27 Pre-adhesive cover to London with the scarce circular Correos de Venezuela, Caracas Franca and 
"lh" in black ........................................................................................................................................................ $7 .00 

2S Unfranked cover from Portobello to Bordeaux with black transit mark St. Thomas 2S. 4. '73, 
and black boxed "Aus Westindien uber Bremen" and Blue circular "Allemande Erg" Paris 
lS Mai '73 .............................................................................................................................................................. $20.00 

29 On piece-strip of 4 25c. France Peace & Commerce, cancelled with C. D. S. Port Cabello 
18 July '77 in black, and red Venezuela Paquebot Francaise B. No. 4 ............................................ $22.00 

J. E. LEA 
446 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2. (England) 



LOOKING FORWARD 

Collectors from all countries are looking forward to 
receiving our fully illustrated free catalogues for the 
following auctions:-

DECEMBER 2, 3, 4, 5, 1957 
The "Langdon Pearse" Collection of the World, by 
order of Mrs. Eleanor H. D. Pearse, including British 
Commonwealth, Foreign, Air Post, and Specialized 
Latin America, six sessions, 2500 lots. 

DECEMBER 16, 17, 18, 1957 

Postage Stamps of the World, including United 
States, British Commonwealth and General Foreign. 

JANUARY 13, 14, 15, 1958 

General Auction with many interesting rarities. 

JANUARY 20, 21, 22, 1958 

United States, an outstanding auction with many 
big rarities of both 19th and 20th Century. 

FEBRUARY 3, 4, 5, 1958 

The "Albert W. Claflin" Collection of British Com­
monwealth, by order of the Beneficiary, Mrs. Harriet 
Claflin: a very interesting "old-time" property, with 
many unusual items, and very strong in British North 
America. 

D. B. HARMER!' Ine. 
The "Caspary" Auctioneers 

Six West 48th Street New York 36 




