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Issues and withdrawals 

2 June Issue Magna Carta. 6 Special Stamps in singles (2 x 
1st Class. 2 x £1.33. 2 x 41.52\. Presentation Pack, 
Stamp Cards (6 in set), Coin Cover. See page 308 and 
P10v1c,w on paye 26J ,n M;1y Bulletin. 

Front page: R,'\ .11 MJ i P1J' i..s 
the 200th anniversary o the 
Battie of Waterloo w.th a 
Special Starp issue and 
M.nature Sheet on 18 June 
Find out mere on page GO4 

Royal Mal is not responsible 
101 op:n:ons and 1nform:it1on 
provided by independent 
\'VTT!ers 111 th:s publicat,on. 
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FSC" CO19670 

The use c! 1 he FSC logo ,dent ':es 
the product which cortans 
wooo fro~ .-:e!l-n~.-:r.zged forests 
cer.-fted n acc:ird:i:ice 1·.,t·1 tno 
Forest Ste-:.:i:dsh.p Co:.mcJ 

Royal Mail 

Royal Mail. the cruciform 
and the colour red are 
registered trade marks 
of Royal Mail Group Ltd. 

· © Royal Mail Group Ltd 
2015. All rights reserved. 

1n 2 se-tenant strips of 5), Presentation Pack, Stamp 
Cards (10 in set). I 

: ······················ 1 

18 June Issue Battle of Waterloo: Stamps (2 x 1st Class. 2x£1, 
2 x £1.52). Miniature Sheet (2 x 1st Class. 2 x £1.33p), ! 
Presentation Pack. Prestige Starnp Book, Stamp Cards 
(11 in set). Coin Cover. See page 304. 

16 July 

16 July 

18 August 

Issue The 75th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain: 
Miniature Sheet (3 x 1st Class, 3 x £1.33), Presentation 
Pack, Stamp Cards (7 in set). Preview on page 295. 

Withdrawal Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games: 
Stamps (1 x 2nd Class, 1 x 1st Class, 1 x 97p, 
1 x £1.28, 1 x £1.47, 1 x £2.15), Presentation Pack, 
Stamp Book, Stamp Cards (6 in set), Silver Coin Cover, 
Gold Coin Cover. 

Issue Bees: Stamps (1 x 1st Class, 1 x 2nd Class, 
1x £1, 1x £1.33, 1 x £1.52, 1 x £2.25), Miniature 
Sheet (2 x 1st Class, 2 x £1.33), Stamp Book 
(4 x 1st Class, 2 x Specials), Presentation Pack, 
Stamp Cards (11 in set). Preview in July Bulletin. 

Information about Royal Mail products is the latest 
available at time of going to press. Issue dates shown 
in advance may be subject to change. Stamps are not 
shown to scale. Stamp sizes are listed on Royal Mail 
Preview pages. 

I i To order philatelic items, including those listed above, contact Royal Mail 
j online at www.royalmail.com/stamps or at Tallents House, 21 South Gyle 
Crescent, Edinburgh EH12 9PB. We would advise you to quote 15CDE, the 
i Bulletin media code. Telephone order line (08.30 to 17.00 Monday to Friday): 
1 03457 641 641. From overseas: +44 131 316 7483. Minimum handling charge 
' UK £1.45. Europe £1.55, rest of world (airmail) £2.15. 
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Jiangsu jewel 
The following letter celebrates the art of letter 
writing in its calligraphy, envelope and illustration 
as well as through its words. It is both graceful and 
bold, one of those rare letters that speaks to you 
even before you open the envelope. We publish an 
extract here simply because our sister publication 
the British Postmark Bulletin, to which it is 
addressed, does not have a Letters Page. 

I am a Chinese postmark collector. I love 
different kinds of stamps, envelopes, 
postcards and, of course, postmarks! From 

my point of view postmarks and stamps are 
mirrors which reflect a country's culture and 
history. Traditional post and e-mail are just like 
photographs and drawings - though a photo is 

+ the faster and often more accurate, the drawing 
will be remembered for longer and gain 
significance over time. 

I saw the on line guide 'All about Postmarks' 
when I viewed your official website. I was 
really attracted by the perfect, beautiful 
postmarks ... please could you tell me the 
address of the post offices which can apply 
them? I will be glad to pay the post fee to 
collect these little works of art. 
Zeppli, Wuxi, Jlangsu Province, China 3 

I 
j 
·1 

I 
I 

Funny Machin maths 
I Can retailers other than Post Offices charge what they 
' like for stamps? I recently popped into a newsagent's 
shop in Shirley, Croydon to buy six second-class stamps. 
I was charged £3.90 and my question as to whether the 

1 
stamps had gone up in price was met with no response. 

I When I did my sums at home, I realised that I had been 
charged 65p per stamp. I am a pensioner and have to 
take care of my money, so I was very annoyed at having 
been charged 11p over the face value of each stamp! 
Sylvia Drake, Croydon 

l 
sj 
3 

You can buy stamps from lots of different traders, 
not just from a Post Office. Any shop which sells 

-~·--·-·-·, ,.·,~~~,,~! 
~ 
( 

~ 

\ 
5G57665666%¢ charged you more than 
the face value for stamps, you can report them to 
Royal Mail (phone 08457 640 640). There are 
thousands of approved traders and Post Offices 
who sell stamps at the correct price, so you should 
have no difficulty finding one near your home. 

stamps has to follow 
certain official rules, 
which include selling 
them at or below face 
value. They should not 
charge more than the 
face value. If you find an 
approved trader has 

292 
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A case for silver? 
The April edition of the Bulletin 
showed the Penny Black 
Medal Cover to have black 

.A.ML TA1,, ·~---.·•, ~ 
0 
C. ooooooom 

~ 
t: ~ t 

' 6.-5.201 
cancelling ink almost masking the stamps - and the 
wording is illegible over the dark grey/black background. 

I did comment previously about using silver ink to 
cancel stamps with dark/black background, but saw 
no feedback nor improvement. I wonder if other 
Bulletin readers have other comments? 
Frederick Yeung, Tennessee, USA 

The possibility of using non-black postmarks 
was discussed in planning the Penny Black 175th 
anniversary issue. An important part of the story 
of the Penny Black is the fact that its black colour 
was soon changed to reel for precisely the reasons 
you outline. It was cleciclecl to use black postmark 
options in keeping with the original issue, but also 
to offer a choice of two red postmarks on first clay 
covers. The 'Tallents House special postmark, 
shown above, bears a red Maltese Cross 
(FD1509-TH) and the alternative pictorial postmark 
with the location Bath is also red (FD l:109-J>L). 

Beautiful family correction 
On our May C:orn:sponclrncl' page we accidentally 
transposed the surnanw and first name of Farrukh 
.Jamil. Farrnkh's second name is an Arabic word 
til?J, lll('aning ·twautifi11', used ;1s both a family 
nanlf', a given name and a patronymic surname, 

Keep the letters coming ... 
The Ed.tor welcomes your letters and the senders ot theso 
I 'I 1l)ll~l)E'd \\tll ff'l'l',VO t\ W,llt'l 1,,, 1 Pr, :,t'l1t.\t,011 I '.i. k ,l:; ,1 !,'k'1) ,'i 
out thanks Send your letters to TheEttor /that 
Bu!let, Talents House. .21 ut Ge Crescent Etu±gh ti! 
33 Yuan ale ema4 tu/et') erqu.fie se't@yalma! com 

Complete your collaco, 
l>o you l1ave edit,'0ns c;;,p.m w ..,,. . . •oanec:_,n ,,,.,,ss,~ .,c;.. 
O} on7 your collect&o? 
r chived copies thcr? 
. '1/,' «<. you a:t:e 

4.)l/una to oass ..,I 

t. ..J r . < on <.o c.nother t-tfK 
st~ collect.or? 

L
/ Just 4.Jr,'te to the .r_r.., ca,,or or. 

e,,,,,a,,I r,,,,,bullet,n@r-- 1.. ..,, ., <c.Keal.e.on 
C<n_d 4.Je w,/1 ou,61,s, L r· 'l yor 
hegguests cn this 

I ,PCt_5e. 

Li 

The truth will out 
On page 83 in 
February Bulletin, in 
his interesting article 
about 50 years of 
Special Stamps, Philip 
Parker states that Winston Churchill was 
the first individual, other than a monarch, to 
be featured on a British stamp. William 
Shakespeare was in fact the first, in 1964. 
Graham Mapp, Birmingham 

The article named Churchill as the first 
'contemporary indiYiclual' to be featured on a 
stamp other than royalty. The previous year the 
Shakespeare commemoration did feature the 
Bard. lt went on sale on H August 196-L when 
The Beatles' A Hard Day's Night was umber one 
in the singles charts and _just l>dclre BBC Twn 
launched the fin,t .\Jafrh q/'the Dn;r. 

I ! . 

Red light 
' I t111nk I may have found ,1 new secunt\ Macl11n variety - 
or error. It is a First C!ass Ro'> JI Mat! Red with NO 
1ndescent overprint. But it has correct dre cutting and 
slits. Unfortun,,!f'~· tt 1s on ,1 snull piece and ,snot 
postmarked so hJv0 no lea when or where 1t was useci. 
Michael L Goodman, Editor Stamp Lover 

Th.auk vou tor ringing your stamp along to 
I .1111dl111 '.2()1.-, .111d ,h.irirn!; it,, itl1 u,. \\v t ,llllt' to 
tll<' c111l('lu,in11 1l1.11 it,, ,h indn·d .1 ~t·nui,w ,1.1111p. 

lt was below out usual strict printet quality control 
id we hiscovered a very faint itilescetit ovetpr 



Post & Go Update Martyn Fry reports on tH'\V 
issues and Post & Go services at 2015 exhibitions 

6 

Above three Pest 8 Go stains 
vended at tendon 2015 
Gibra'tar Pest launched its 
G101 n1:1chnc:Gucrn5t?\ s 
machine GGOt and Jersey's 
JEO1 alse ottered spec.a: event 
taststamps 

Rght.: the A04 machine used 
ot London 201:.- w:-1 sc,.:-n be 
p!laced at a static s te - IXJ'.•on 
to be confi:m<'d 

Belov,,: th s U•ron F1Jg Sm:lers - 
Shee1 \\ '.h a,h:b.!•on Libels 
\"\'JS r.wa1'.Jb'.e irom the Post & 
Go Services stand 

~

-- Oh4.- ••-. 

ocal 
andard 

i etCIJ:S OIOHl'l"-4.004 k __ Gibraltar 

Royal Mail attended the Essen show for the first time 
last month. Union Flag and Machin design Post & 
Go stamps proved popular, and were available from 
machine A006 with Messe Essen 7-9 i\lay 2015'. 
Machine A006 and A008 were at the Perth 

Congress (sec pag<' 303) and at London 2015 
Europhilcx, which saw the issue or Heraldic Beasts 
Post & Gos (sec above and preview on page 236, 
April Bulletin) and a Machin Europhilex print 
marking the 175th anni,·ersary of the Penny Black• 

Post & Go machines at 2015 exhibitions 
Date 
14-19 August 

Location 
FIP Singapore 

Reel stamp designs 
Union Flag and Machin Smilers® 
(GB versions available from Tallents House) 

i 
i 
,I 

I 

·················································································································-······························································································································ 

29-31 October To be confirmed 
················································································································································································································································ 
6-9 November 

Sindelfinden, Germany 
To be confirmed 

······················································--····················································································································----·----············--························•"''·······--······· Paris, France 

NB Exhibition locations may be added or removed and stamp listings may vary. 
Static machines other than those in Post Offices: machine A001 at the British Museum & Archive has the 
static location identifier of 'The B.P.M.A.' and at the National Museum of the Royal Navy is machine A002 with 'The 
NMRN'. For Post & Go news and a current list of Post & Go machines. see www.royalmail.com/postandgonews. 

Send your questions about Post Go to bulldin.enquiries@ro_ral111ail.com 
294 
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THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE --, I • 
,. 

, .... ~ - '-- .. 

Air worthy Honouring the heroes of the Royal 
Air Force, the 75th Anniversary of the Battle of 
Britain Miniature Sheet goes on sale next month 
CELEBR:\Tl:'\G 75 YEARS ofour finest hour is the Battle of Britain Miniature Sheet 
taking oIT next month. The Sheet pays tribute to the RAF pilots and ground 
crew who saw off Hitler's Lullwaffc in the summer and autumn of 19-1-0. 
Released on 16 July, the six-stamp set features two of the most famous 

fighter aircraft in history- the RAF's Supermarine Spitfire and the Hawker 
Hurricane. The Sheet border bears an image of Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill at a coast defence position near Hartkpool on 31 July 19+0. 
alongside his famous quotation about 'the few·. Accompanying the Sheet an· 
a Pn:scntation Pack, Stamp Cards and Coin Cover (the Coin Cover is 
released on Battle of Britain Day 15 September), 

Stamp by stamp The 7:1th :\nnin-rsary ol' thr Battle of Britain \liniature 
Sheet comprises three First Class and three (1.33 stamps.. \ll show original 
black and white photographs I a ken during t hr conflict, which raged fion 
I0,July to 3I October 1940, 

Below: the Tal!ents House, 
Edinburgh handstamp 
features a graphic image of 
the Supermanne Spitfire 

F015!9-TH 

Action stations R.\ F lightl'l' pi Int..; rn:-h tn thl'ir 
Hurrira1ws :tlicr rccl'i,·ing the 'scramble call tn 
engage enemy a i rcra Ii. Fir,! Ua.11 
Eyes in the skies S11pcn11ari1H' Spitlin·,; nl' t,ll) 
Sq11,1clro11, hasrd at Big~i11 1-lill, p:1trul tlw ,kil·, in 
l'hw for111atin11. Fi1.,I U,1,., 
Ready for battle.\ n nuun·r Fn·cl Ru! H"rt, rt-.1r111, .1 
Supermarine Spitfire while the pilot, Sergeant 
Bernard Jennings, talks to his mechanic. Fust Class 
Good spot Recruits of the Auxiliary Territorial 
Serice receive their first lesson in identifying 

►l'l lt 'Ill\ ,l j 1'1'1".l ft . .f, 'f .33 

75th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain Stamps 
- Specifications 
D::ite of issue 
Number of stamps 
Stamp design 

Stamp format 

Stamp size 

Sheet see 
Pnn:.:-r 

t6 July 

Sx 
The Team 
Supple Studio 

L ... mc1scape 
41mm x 30mm 

ertorations 
Phosphor 

u • •• • • • • 

179mm x 74mr 
International Security P 

Lithography 
145x 14 



Commanding role The Operations Room at Bentley 
Priory, the headquarters of Fighter Command, was 
part of a complex air defence system. {V'S3 
A welcome break British tighter pilots of 32 
Squadron relax between flying missions at RA 
H.\\\ ki11gc in Kent. j.'/.J] 

Also in the issue is a Presentation Pack shown right) 
telling the story of this historic battle, with all 
o,-e1Yin,· \\'rittl'll I)\· Peter Dn·itt. a curator at the 
RO\·al . \ir Force Museum in l.onclu11. 011 the 
informative insert sheet he analyses the aircraft 
involved on both sides and pays tribute to the 
many pl'rso11m'l ,rho ht'lpt·cl our tighter pilots beat 
the Luft,ralk. Thl'st' i11cluck \\':\AF pcrso11nd. 
ground crew and RAF intdligrnn· officers. 

.A Coin Cover will be released 011 Battle ol'Britain 
D:av watch out for \·our Bulletin Prn·icw. 

TfiE 75Tl:i ANI\IJVERSARY OF 

u arr 3R)TAJ 

Orders for Serviced First Day Covers (shown 
below, with insert shown left) must reach Royal 
l\lail by JG.July. You can send stamped envelopes 
on the first clay of issue to 'T'allents House for the 
Tallents House, Edinburgh postmark (see 
address on page 290), which shows a Spitfire. 
The alternative pictorial and plain postmarks 
both have the post code London NW9, the 
location of the Royal Air Force Museum• 

Mr BGraham 
20 Marton Avenue 
llkeston 
Derbyshire 
DE74AB 

296 
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75th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain Stamps 
- Prices 
M.n1:itu10 St,ect - J x 1st C'L,ss 3 x £' 1 ,1.1 

M•n1.1!l,ro Sh0et F,rst ().31 C ,l\E'f ,,, 1'!>•1'-1] 

su,np CH,f:l 

Tp the alternative postmark 
10C'.1t ~n 1:; LC'11,10fl NV\,'~ 'll'P'._• 
ot the FR}AF Mrseur The ruge 
a!udes to at±wser rscare 
{hat st> ex aatect her» 
Loder street er e ~ t \ . 
.n 19-9.$ S-'x!/gr\fr 
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UK diary dates 

UK exhibitions 

Stamp Scene John Holman keeps you posted 
on events and activities in the philatelic world 

6 June Yorkshire Phil.tclic Association Convention air. Pudsey Civic 
Hall, Pudsey 1S283.5TA, 10am to lpm. Details: 01977 793566. 
13 June winpex. St,Joseph's School, Ocotal Way, Swindon SN3 3LR, T0am 
tll ·l.'Wp111. lkt.lik I) (;ihlHlll. fll7!l:) :H:\ IHI. 
19-20 June St1llord Stamp Show, Staffordshire County Showground, Weston 
Roal, S1.atlord S TT3 0BD Friday, l()a111 ((l .)pill: Sa111nby. lll.1111 Ill ·lp111. ( h·1·r 
50dealers, Free admission and parking, Details: www.jrs-stamp-shows.co.uk. 
25-28 June \\'cl,h Postal I list1H·,· Society .\nnual \\"t·ckcml. \Lic11t\\Tog 
left. Details: N Prior, 01656 710520, www.rps.wales.org, 
27 June (;B Phibtdir Sucir1y 11H-cting: Philatclir \!ail (\lamin· B11x1011, 
1lam. AGM and Members' Displays (2pm\, Grosvenor Auctions, 399 Strand, 
London WC2R 0TL. Details: P Tanner, 01753 387755. 
3 July Strand Stamp Fair. Royal National Hotel, Bedford Way, London WCI, 
9am It> ·lpm. Dctaik o:.w H~l-1(, -~+no. \\'\\'\\'.Stampshm,·s.nct. 
4 July\ fagnapcx . .-\ddlcqonr Community Centre. Aclclkstune. See below. 
4 July Midpex. Warwickshire Exhibition Crntrc, Leamington Spa. Sec below. 
11 July Telford Stamp, Carel and Coin Fair, Belmont Hall. \-Vellington 
Centre. Telford TFI I LL 10am to 3pm. Free entry. good range of stalls, free 
valuations, buy and sell. Dt·tails: Bob Hemmings, 01694 720192. 
11 July National Philatelic Society :\G~I. \\'dsh Centre, Gray's Inn Rel, \VCI. 
17-18 July York Racecourse Coin & Stamp Fair, The Grandstand, York 
Ract>course. York YO:2'.3 l EX. Friday, 11am to 6pm; Saturday, IOam to 4pm. 
Admission free. Includes York National Postal History Competition. 
Information: C Rainey. 01793 513-cl-31, \\'W\\'.stampsho\\'s.net • 

Till' :\lagnapcx 2015 stamp fair and exhibition, celebrating the 800th 
anniversary of Magna Carta. will be held at the Adel lest one Community Centre, 
Garfield Road. Addlestone KT15 2J on 4july, from IOam to 4-pm. Attractions 
include dealers. stamp displays and competitions. For more details phone Mike 
\\'ilson on 01932 844215 or email mike,nvilson@virginmeclia.com. 

G 
The popular Midpex show takes place at the \\'arwickshire Exhibition J 

. Centre, Leamington Spa C\'31 IX~ on 4 July, from IOam to 5pm. This f 
biennial exhibition. first held in 1995, is attended by collectors from across the 
CK. and brings together 40 specialist societies and 70 local, national and k 
international dealers covering all aspects of philately - and postcards are 
included for the first time. Among the societies taking part will be the Great 
Britain Philatelic Society (with a display of GB linc-engraved at 3pm), British 
Postmark Society, TPO & Sea Post Society, Railway Philatelic Group and g 
Cinderella Stamp Club. The Stamp Active group will hand out goodie hags g 
to young ,·isitors and hold acti\"ities with prizes. Royal Mail will prO\·iclc Post g 
& Go machines. for more information sce www.midpex.wordpress.com. 5 
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The Philatelic Congress or Great Britain will be held at The Queens hotel. 
Leeds LS I IPJ on 6 to 9 August. The theme will be '1890'. to mark the 
anniversaries of the Leeds Philatelic Society, Gibbons Stamp Monthly and 
Uniform Penny Post Jubilee of 1890. Among the events planned for the 
Congress arc talks about the city of Leeds (combined with a display by Leeds 
Philatelic Society), the Royal Armouries in Leeds, the early years of Stanley 
Gibbons and Gibbons Stamp Monthly, and postal services in 1890. There will 
be a display or 1890 Postal.Jubilee material, and the Kay Goodman Lecture 
on Philatelic Auctions. The Congress banquet will be held at the Royal 
Armouries and there will be a walking tour of the city. For Congress details 
sec www.gbcongrcss.org. Contact Paul Gaywood on gay,,·ood@hotmail.co. 
uk to book your place and hotel accommodation o 

The next international stamp exhibition will be held in Singapore. from H to 
16 August, and marks the 50th anniversary of the country's independence. 
The famous British Guiana One Cent Magenta stamp, which sold last year 

for /5.5 million, will be on show at the MonacoPhil 2015 exhibition in Monte 
Carlo, from 3 to .5 December. The show will include the traditional exhibition 
of 100 world rarities, an exhibition of Polar philately, with particular emphasis 
on Russian expeditions, as well as 80 postal administration and dealer stands. 
For more details visit www.monacophil.cu, 
The World Stamp Show-);Y201G will be held at the Javits Center in New 

York (right) from 28 May to -1- June next year. There will be some 3,800 
competitive frames with entries in all 13 FIP-recognised philatelic categories. 
For the first time, first day cover exhibits ,,·ill he accepted under the 
Experimental Exhibiting Group. For show information see ,,·,,·,,·.ny2016.org. 

A General \\'oriel Stamp Exhibition. Philataipci :2016. will be held at the 
World Trade Centre. T1ipci, Tai,rnn. from H 10 11 October next year. I is 
organised by the Chung 1-hra Post and Chinese Taipei Philatdic Fecleratinn • 

International 
exhibitions 

·························································································································································································· 
2015 is a year of many anniversaries commemorated by exhibitions and 
events. Stamps marking the 800th anniversary of ).lagna Carta gu on sale 
on 2.Jum· (set· pagt· :HlH) . .-\ :\lag11a Cana c:xhihitio11 called 
Law, Liberty, Lq.?;ary is on at the British Library until 
I September. Visit www.bl.uk/magna-carta for details, 
A commemorative sheet marking the bicentenary of the 

hinlt 0L\ntho11y Trollnpc 1111n·li,1. tr.1,d "ritn .111d l\,,t 
Office employee was issued on 21April, A British Library 
display, focusing on Trollope's approach to authorship, runs 
11111 ii 7 J1111c (ad111i:-.,ion free'. 

The 200th anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo will be celebrated on 
IH.J111H· \\ itlt ,i:x ,tallllb ,,c,· P·'-~" '.HI I'. l ·111il U,l.11n1.1n ~(lit,., i,itnr, tu tlw 
state apartments at Windsor Castle can enjoy a 'Waterloo at Windsor' 
tlll'llll'd tr.iii \\ ith .I di,pl.1~ ()r print-... dr.l\\ i11g, .111d .,rchi,l' 111,lll'ri.tl 
exploring the battle and its aftermath. Objects on show include Napoleon's 
red cloak presented to King George l and letters written by the Duke of 
ellington and Napoleon. An exhibition called Wellington: Triumphs, 

Stamp-related 
exhibitions 



? 

Politics and Passions can be seen at the National Portrait Gallery, London 
\\"C'2 .11<',11' the Tr.1f.tlg,1r Squ.m· }\l..,I l )t1in·' u111il 7 June .. \11 tllllinc 
exhibition of Waterloo artefacts is at www.aterloo?),org. 

The Death of a Hero exhibition, marking the 0th anniversary of the 
death of Sir \\'in,1n11 Chnrrhill. i, n11 ~h11\\ .11 ( :h.1r1wdl. hi, nnmtry honw in 
Kent, until 1 November, Iucluded are plans for Churchill's state funeral, a 
photograph of the PM on VE Day signed by all members of the Royal Family 
pictured with him, and the silent typewriter used by his secretaries so he 
could dictate without being distracted by the noise. Visit www.nationaltrust, 
org.uk/chartwell or phone 01732 868381 for information. 
The Chur('hill's St·ic111is1s exhibition is at the Science Museum in London 

t1ntil I :\larrh '.LOili and Churchill's hirthpl.icl.', Bll'lllll'im Palare at 
\\'nod--tnck i11 OxliH'dshirc. is hosting the \\'inston C:hurrhill Exhibition 
and Trail. \ 'isit www.blenheimpalace.com or phone 01993 810530, 
The 1i0th anniversary of he publicat inn of..1/ia \- :ldl'c11/11rt'S in I I rmdnlnnd 

was commemorated hy Royal\ I ail stamps in, January. A1 exhibition called 
The .\lire Look, examining how Alice has influt·nn·d std<' and fashion over ' . 
the past 150 years, can be seen at the Victoria & Albert i\luseum of 
Childhood, Bethnal Green, London E2 until 26 September. Alice in 
Cartoon land runs at tht' Cartoon Museum, 35 Little Russell Street, London 
CIA 2HH fron 15July until I ~o,·t'mber. 

Stamps marking the 7th anniversary of the Battle of Britain go on sale 
next month (see page 295). ln l\farch The Queen opened The \·Ving, a new 
£3.5 million visitor centre at the Battle or Britain Memorial a Capel-le­ 
Ferne. Folkestone, Kent. The Centre is open to the public daily from 10am to 
6pm until 30 September, then 10am to pm until 28 February 2016. 
One of the stamps in the Great British Fashion set of May 2012 shows the 

Black Raven' dress designed by Alexander McQueen. This features in an 
exhibition entitled Alexander McQucen: Savage Beauty at the Victoria & 
Albert Museum in London until 2 August. On display are almost 250 exhibits 
associated with the designer who died in 20!0 • 

························································································································································································· 
British Postal Museum 
&Archive 

The BP:\[A, located at Freeling House, Phoenix Place, London WCI, near 
the famous Mount Pleasant sorting office, is open l\tlonday to Friday, 10am to 
opn (Thursdays until 7pm) and on Saturday 13 June (10am to 5pm, but 
closed the following Monday). The BPMA archives will be closed from I to 
l 2June for stocktaking. 
On show at freeling House until 7 August is an exhibition marking the 

175th anniversary of the Penny Black. This will include the registration sheet 
of the Penny Black and other items of great philatelic importance. 
Visit the BP:\lA '"ebsite - ,,·w\\·.postalheritage.org.uk - for details of the 

Post Office in the Community exhibition at Blists Hill Victorian Town at 
:\'ladeley, Shropshire. Twenty-five BPMA exhibitions can be seen online, 
including .-\erial Post, regional stamps, Machins, David Gentleman, postal 
vehicles and letter boxes. 

Also see the website or the BPMA's Events Guide for details of the Archi,·c 
tour (17 June, 3pm); tour of the BPMA l\1luscum Store (Debden, Essex, I June 

l 

t 
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at 6pm, 3 June at 1pm), 'Pillar to Post' London walking tours (2l June at 
lam), and a talk, Letters from a Long Road (Phoenix Centre, +,June at 7pm). 
A charge applies to some events. Contact the BPMA for a copy of the Events 
Guide: phone 020 7239 2570 or email info@postalheritage.org.uk. 
The BPMA's online shop offers a wide range of products, including 

philatelic items, postcards, replica GPO posters and .rvlail Rail prints • 

I· The Spring 2015 issue of TPO, the journal of the TPO & Seapost Society, 
includes features on the cessation ofTPO services during the Second World 
War and their restoration afterwards, the Bristol Sorting Tender/Carriage, 
'GPO l' (the first mobile post office, from 1936), and late fee mailings for 
carriage by rail of letters destined for the USA. For details of the Society 
contact Julian Jones, 19 Richmond Lane, Romsey SO5l 7LB or visit www. 
tpo-seapost.org.uk. The Society will have tables at Stafford Stamp Show 
(19 to 20June) and Midpex (± July) • 

Society news 

································· . 
The Nene Valley Railway issued three new 25p stamps on 2l February 
featuring locomotives visiting the NVR for a '35A New England Winter Steam' 
event: Nigel Gresley designed LNER 4-4-0 D49 Morayshire (from 
the National Museum of Scotland), 0-6-2T Class N2 No 1744 (from 
the Great Central Railway), and Hunslet 0-6-0ST Ring Haw, 
formerly at Nassington Quarry (from the North Norfolk Railway). 
The stamps were printed in sheets of nine containing three of each 
design in different se-tenant order, and priced at £2.25. Firs day 
covers were serviced with each oft he three se-tenant arrangements, 
at £12 for the set of three rovers. 

A new 25p + 50p stamp was issued on 6 April to raise funds to 
provide replica Victorian/Edwardian postman uniforms to be 
worn by staff selling railway letter stamps on NVR trains. The stamp depicts a 
postman in Victorian/Edwardian uniform rolkcting mail from a posting box. 
The stamp is printed in sheets of ten lpricC' £7 .. iQ). The FDC bearing a single 
stamp is ['5. Minimum order: [5 plus .(l p&p. Enquiries: :."\t>1w \"alley Railway 
(Stamps),\ \'ansford Station, Stibbington, Peterborough PE8 6LR. 
The Festiniog Railway will issue a new stamp on 23 July to mark the 60th 

anniversary of restoration of the line frnm Pnrtma<loc (Porthllladng\ w Bo:-tun 
Lodge in 1955. The stamp, reproducing a painting 
called The New Arrivals at Boston Lodge in 1923 
by Ecfo·arcl Paget-Tomlinson. i" printl'd in shttJb 
of nine pril'l': [2.50 plus postagt·. Orders ,\!\cl 
enquiries; Festiniog Railway Letter Scn·icc. 
Rosebank. Kepax Gardens, Barbour.ne, 
Worcester WR3 7LB, 

A new stamp is expected fiom the T.,h th n 
Railway in July to mark the l."'illth .umin·r-...iry nfthc 
.\re of Parliament authorising the building of the 
railway, Enquiries: Postmaster,Talyllyn Railway, 
harf Station, lywvn. Gwynedd 1LS6 9EY s 

Railway letter stamps 

NENE VALLEY RAILWAY 
MAUL BY RAIL 

I 
I 

ts ew 4ev:» ) hes l2a.4 » f" 
._ .. .......,._ .............. Dr:t-0,n=t,. 
» me @mm fee 
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Obituaries FR1L/ WioIR, who designed over 30 stamps between 1969 and 1931, lied 
in .\1.m·h ,l!~;nl ~Ill. I k ""' hrn 11 i11 \"i('ll11.1 .111d kli .\u,11 i.1 i11 .\lll!lhl lq in 
l11lln\\1'd hy hi, p.in·n1,: hi, gr.111dp.1rr11i-- dil·rl in tlw 11,,h·.,u,t. .\t j11,1 11 ltl' 
was oflered a place at St Martin's School of Art. I I912, classified as a 
•fril'11dh t'lll't11, .tlil·n'. ht' \\l'llt ,,, \\nrl-.. 1111 tl11· I.ind. l.11rr gr·11i11~ an 
appointment as a poster artist in Buckinghamshire, After the war he became 
,1 frcd.,nlT ~1.1phi1· ,1rti,1 ,IIHI h'.11·lll'r at S1 Martin's. I le illustrated many 
children's books, including Enid Blyton's Christmas Story in 1950, 

His tist stamps were the 1969.Christmas set, followed by 197t0 Anniversaries 
id, 9d and 6d, }qjJ Briti,h .\rn1i,·cr,,1ri1",, 197:2 (;t'tlt'r.d .\rn1i,'t-r-..ari1·, 
·;, 21)'. l!l7I .\kdin.11 \brri11r:-.. l~l78 Cycling-. 1!179 Chri,1111a,;, l!lHI h,lklnrt' 
see Bulletin February 2015, page I86,and 1984 European Parliament Elections. 
He also designed 70p and 90p stamp book covers in 1979,and telegram forms o 

Lrnrn .\I ,-..u.'\ m B.,R,-..1.1.Y. \\hn died 011 l~l .\pril :201:> (1hr day afi1T his 91st 
birthday, was the last surviving holder of the historic oflice of l'o:-,tlllaSll'r 
General.PMG,albeit for only a few weeks in 1968, Roy Mason was born near 
Barnsley and lc:ti schunl at lH to become a 111i1wr. He worked his \\'ay up the· 
.\ liners' Union and lwcanw inrnh-cd in Labour politics. He was elected MP for 
Barn..;ky in 1953 and rcpn·senll·d the town until 19B7. \\'hen Labour was 
elected tn gon-rnnwnt in 1964, Mason expected to become Pf\lG, but the job 
went tu Tony Benn. Mason joined the Board ofTradr as Minister for Shipping-, 
later moving to Ddi.·nce as a M inister for Procurement. In April 1968 he got the 
job he wanted as P.\ lG. In an interview with me in the Bulletin (October 2002), 
he rccalkd that the PMG had probably the best car of any go,·ernmcnt minister, 
certainly the only one with a phone. During his short stay as PMG he was 
involved with the colour of telephone boxes. size and bulk of telephone 
directories, and an attempt to raise the TV licence which caused a storm with 
fellow ministers. He upset the Chancellor of the Exchequer over a postal union 
pay dispute. He rccalkcl being involved with proposed stamps to celebrate 
Celtic as the first British team to win the European football Cup . 

. \Iler a few weeks he was promoted to the Cabinet as Minister of Power, but 
he remained interested in postal affairs and cominued to collect FDCs, posting 
new issues for Buckingham Palace and Houses of Parliament postmarks, and 
getting many signed by dignitaries including the Prince of\ Vales. 

:\fa son's time at the Ministry of Power was also short-li,·ed with adrnncernent 
as Presidcm of the Board of Trade until Labour lost the election in 1970. Four 
years later he became Secretary of State for Defence= the gm·ernment_job he 
most e,tjoycd - and then. from 1976 to 1979, Northern Irrland Secretary. His 
hard-line approach meant that his home had a permanent police guard for 
many years. I well remember the armed policemen when I ,·isited Lord 
Mason's home to conduct the Bulletin interview. 
Mason lef the Commons in 1987 and was given a life peerage, speaking in 

the Lords until old age and infirmity took their toll. He was a keen angler, 
fervent pipe-smoker, and ·cravatologist' (designer of ties). '.\Tot impressed by the 
tie I ,,·ore on the clay of my visit, he later sent me a rather belier one! Lord 
:\Jason's autobiography Paying the Price was published in 1999 • 

« 
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Alan Watson reports from Perth on 
the 86th Scottish Philatelic Congress 
P1111.ATEI.ISTS FRO:\I .\I.I. m·i-:R Sc:OTL.\:\D and some from further afield 
gathered at the Dewars Centre in Perth for the Association of Scottish 
Philatelic Societies' (ASPS) 86th Scottish Philatelic Congress. Some 35 
dealers were present, and 160 frames or material were on display. Hosting the 
Congress was Falkirk & District Philatelic Society. ,,·ho marked their 50th 
birthday this year ,rith a special COHT depicting Callendar House in Falkirk. 

In addition to competitive frames, postcards and an oprn competition. exhibits 
from a dozen societies showed a greater than ever range of collecting interests. 

I I 
I 

Speyside meets spyspeak For the first im·itcd talk. \\'illie King showed ten 
frames of material for the Tom Rielly Display. They covered two art'as 
one display on Speyside postal history and one 011 corre:-.pondenn· tn and 
from Harry St.John Philby. father ol'the famous spy Kim Philhy. On Friday 
night Willie gave an illustrated talk 011 the subjects linking them with the 
theme of 'the changing fact· of philatdy'. 
At the civic reception, gern-rously spo11son·d by Perth & Kinross ( :ounril. 

provost Liz Grant m·lrnnwd philatdi:--ts to Perth. The Cnngn·s, Dinner was 
followed by an c:xcdlrnt talk li·1>nt Guest of Honour Douglas Muir, Senior 
Curator Philatl'ly at till' British Postal Museum & Archive BPMA. Douglas 
talked 011 aspect:-- ol" Falkirk n·rnrdcd i11 the BP\I.\. Then· \\:t, a lttt lit' 
information on pillar boxes, many of which were manufactured in the area, 
and lw disdu:--t·d that Falkirk has 011 its streets a rare Nigerian pattern box. 
\'arirn1-.. trnphit·, \\lTl' ;m,1rded fr,r thl' ~.1tio11,t! E:xhihiti1lll, inrludin~ 

ASPS Awards of Merit for Alfred and Edith Thorp Kirkcudlright PS 
Mavis Pavey Germany and Colonies and the late George Burney Hawick 

Stewart Gardiner was invited to sign the H,,,,k pfSl'utti,h Phil.1tt'li,h. in 
recognition of his contribution to the advancement of Cinderella philately 
and hi, \\'111-k .I (;t'/10<1/ ll/11,t111l1d ( (l/t1lt•!!Jlt' of 1-,\hibitiun and F~t11! 1'1>1/tr 
.,·111111/11 Ir> /_()//. Du11gl.1-.. \l11ir liro11~ltt tit,· ,,·cll11d i1l\ it('(I di,pl.l\ t"n1111 till" 
HP\I.\. It ,,,1, 1·nti1lcd Frn111 tlw .\r, hi"·, Srn1wthin1.; '\,·"· 
Till' ( :un~n--.., 1"11 i-..nl "it Ii I he . \(;\I. ,, lwn· _ jv.111 ( ),I 1111·111· h.11H h-d u, tT the 

presidency to Paul McGowan of the Caledonia Philatelic Society the hosts 
,,t"tht· Hill, ( ·,llt~n·"· "hi, It" ill Ill' lll'ld ,111 1.-) .111d lti .\pril :.!\llti • 
. I/an 11 i1t,1111 i, ,\(( 11 !,11 r n/ lh1·. 1.,11

., 

From top 50th birthday cove: 
•ron, F,tl\lfk & D,str,c: 
Pr '.1!,' , S,K1c-ty hosts 01 
," ~- ,0,11 s Per t?i Cvng•,'$S. 
Stewart Gardiner ot the 
C rd,~,C' ,1 S'.Jnip Clut'I s :r 1'9 
the Book ot Scottish 
pt, .,,t.',.:,l'i ,'e,1n O l,'('· n,, 
t1,11',i ; ,iver thl' Ph·:,, o,'1 •,·, 
to Pa M G0wars 



Historic victory 
, This month's Battle of Waterloo issue plunges you into the smoke 
, and clamour of a confrontation that changed the course of history. 
The Special Stamps set reveals the drama of every pivotal clash in 
the battle while the Miniature Sheet salutes the troops who took part 

The defence of Hougoumont 
The chateau of Hougoumont was one of three garrisoned 
farms forming part of Wellington's line against Napoleon's 

I numerically superior forces at Waterloo on 18 June 1815. The 
positioning of his troops behind a ridge and at the two other 

j fam1s, La Haye Sainte and Papelotte, gave Wellington a solid 
i defensive chain that the French emperor was determined to 
I smash. He sent his brother Jerome and 5,000 men to wipe 
out Wellington's 1,500-strong garrison at Hougoumont. 
But the British defended bravely. musketing their attackers 
through fire holes they had punched in the walls of the farm. 

I 
1 
1 
I 
' 

The· Scots Greys during the 
charge of the Union Brigade 
At 1pm Napoleon pushed his right flank under the 
command of Count d'Erlon to Wellington's left. hoping 
with this infantry assault by his Armee du Nord to take the 
village of Mont St Jean. But the Scots Greys, with fellow 
cavalry units the Royal Dragoons and lnniskilling Dragoons 
- forming the Union Brigade - poured down the slope and 
crashed into the French, slashing them with their sabres 
and trampling them with their mounts as they went. 

wt 15th Infantry Regiment, r » Light Infantry, King's T; ~ f~ IV Corps, Prussian Army German Legion, 
The soldiers of IV Corps bore the ' Anglo-Allied Army 
brunt of the fighting for Prussia at i The heroes of La Haye Sainte, the 

~ 

Waterloo. It was in the vanguard j Legion soldiers formed a British 

of the Prussian assault on I 
, l Anny unit, having volunteered to 

I 
Napoleon's flank, leading the I ~ fight against Napoleon after his 
mission against the Emperor's I forces had invaded and occupied 

i ~ ± Hanover and a number of other right rear at the strategic village , ... 
of Plancenoit. During bitter street 

p fl 
i ~ ./V German states. Their defence of a 

j fighting that destroyed the village. a number of French La Haye Sainte is legendary, but they also fought hard in 

cannon and several hundred prisoners were taken. the orchard at the farm of Hougoumont. 
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,I The French cavalry's assault 
on Allied defensive squares 
During the assault against La Haye Sainte, some 4,000 
French cavalry troops made charge after charge on 
Wellington's line. His Allied forces formed up into 
defensive squares and beat off the mounted attackers. 

The defence of La Haye Sainte 
by the King's German Legion 
Under furious fire from the French, the outnumbered King's 
German Legion of Hanoverian troops held La Haye Sainte 
farm for the entire afternoon of the battle until a shortage 
of ammunition finally forced them to retreat and give up the 
position to Bonaparte's men. 

The capture of Plancenoit by the Prussians 
Marshal Gebhard Leberecht von Blucher's Prussian 
armies had been arriving from the east in the afternoon, 
forcing Napoleon to send large quantities of men to defend 
the French position at the village of Plancenoit - a key 
strategic point as it lay to the rear of the Emperor's right 
flank. But Plancenoit was later overrun by the Prussians. 

The French Imperial Guard's final assault 
Seeing Wellington's centre dangerously weakened by the 
loss of La Haye Sainte. Napoleon sent his e!ite Imperial 
Guard up the ridge to the Duke's hne. The British. crouched 

1

1 
in long grass, bided their time. then fired into the advancing 
French at extremely close range. The lmpen:3's broke and 

I ran, pursued by the British and the Pruss.ans. Order 
l I collapsed and the entire French army fled in panic., The 
Battle of Waterloo was lost for Napoleon. whose imperial 
: dreams lay in bloody tatters on the fields ot Begum 

························································································································································································· 

• I 

s ,_ 
g 3 

92nd Gordon 
Highlanders, 
Anglo-Allied Army 

_. Tl10 Gordons· motto was 'Steadfast' 
-,{ and they proved the;r courJ\:lf' ,1t 

Waterloo. When Napoleon's troops 
attacked Wellington's left flank, the 

} 'er from the 0.?nd were orclt>ll'ci 
, to meet them. The Gortons' ass.atut 

tlliMil!t~· -> S.:'.c1\tert>d tth1 lt',hi llq r,mh;, ('l tilt' 

F11?11C't1 coiurnn, \\l11,'l1 \\,1S thc-11 pu1rt1<,'d t,\ thf• ,.t\.l11v ,,f 
the Scots Greys. Legend has it that some ot the Highlanders 
v-r,0 so h.t·cn h) ,:,urv 1)11 tt1t1 f.gll! ttut !hrv :1.:..::11~1 ,1 I.ft'-'" 
the straps of the Greys to cateh up with the theeing French, 

Grenadiers, Imperial 
Guard, French Army 
Tht> hT1penJI Gul'!rd trnced rts on~-i:ns 
t11 !ht" sma!t e!.te unit created n 1799 
to act as Napoleon's personal 

( 9LL'1f(iS. By 1814 thev VVQr(' 1()0 000 
-strong. Known as The lm,.no.b:es. 
these bearskin- wearing assault 

= troops were otter kept backin 
:..1J reserve t,v N3l)C'ron. tht>t1 ,it:'l.''.c'\t'1.1 

at a vital moment. Such was his tactic in the finar stages of 
waterloo. But ther attack on Wellington's centre swas shattered 
ty Allred fire. The Imperats were nvin be o me o 
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Battle of Waterloo Mini Sheet - Specifications 
Number of stamps Four .. ' ' '·-·~·- ' ' '. 

esg.............._Web9 8 Webb Des9nttd.. 
ustrat ors..........., CDs G9ngwod ..%.%.. 
sap format sre.. ,P9rat 27nx 97nm. 
M,n.3lwo s'10Ct s..:c 14Gmm x 74mm 
Printer International Security Printers 
............. , ..... u •••• ···~·-·····•············· ·········""''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''*••·········· .. - 

Prnt pr9cs$........... th9gray ....cc....... 
Phosphor Bars as appropriate 
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Gum PVA 
14 X 14 

FD1518 CC 

The stamps come in a range of values: \\"O First Class, t "·o [. I stamps and 
two at [1.52. The stamps feature classic paintings showing cavalry charges, 
infantry assaults and fierce hand-to-hand fighting. The i\Iiniaturc Sheet 
comprises First Class and (1.33 values. The Presentation Pack, written by 
the ::'\apoleonir era expert Professor Charlrs Esdailc, offers a ,·isually rich 
analysis oft he battle and its place in European history. It includes the story 
of Napoleon's Hundred Days after his escape from Elba, a timelinc, and 
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TL DLA1 o Nwo11oN and the destruction of 
his empire is remembered in the lit'\\" Battle of 
\aterloo issue released for the 200th anniversary 
of this historic engagement. It features six stamps 
that tell the stun· or the bloody day-long 
engagement in Belgium in the summer of I8l5; 
and a Miniature Sheet parades tht soldins ol"tlH.' 
armies that took part (see details of all stamp 
images on prc,·ious pagl's). The issue includes a 
Presentation Pack, Prl'stigc Stamp Book, Stamp 
Cards and Coin CoYcr. as \\"ell as special 

handstamps. The 200th Anniversary of the Batt le of aterloo issue is released 
on 18June tht' datl' or the clash that changed the world. 

Battle of Waterloo Stamps - Specifications 
Date of issue 

Number of stamps 

Stamp design 

Stamp format/size 

Number per sheet 

Printer 
Print process 

Phosphor 

18 June 

Six 

Silk Pearce 

Landscape 
60mmx30mm 

18/36 
··············································································································•"'* 

International Security Printers 

Lithography 

Bars as appropriate 
··········································"•'·······"•'*'""''"''"''*'''''''''''"···························· 

I 
! 
J, 

I 
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Gum 

Perforations 

PVA 
14.5 X 14.5 
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Battle of Waterloo - Prices 
Stamp Set - 2 x 1st, 2 x r1. 2 x 1.'t 5~ LG.JO \set\ 
··········"· ····················································"······················· . 
Mrnaturo St1eot - 2 x 1st. 2x£133 £392 
Presentation P,K'k 
First DJy Cover Stamps,oversc.is 
First O.Jy Cover M1n:.1tur0 S11Cct O\C'rsc.1s 
Prestige Stamp Book 

Stamp Cards (set of l I) 

£10 7"5 
£'8 04 i.'R 70 
5 18 £4.32 

C14 <l:-' 

Waterloo - Prestige Stamp Book panes 
----- - 
Pane 1 has the four Miniature Sheet va!ues and shQ\..--vs 
an oil study of an aide-de-camp·s m.:itary equ:pment. 
Adjacent text explams the make-up of We! •. ngton ·s army 
- about a th:rd of the 70,000 were Bntish and the rest came 
from the Netherlands. Belgium, Nassau and H.1nover. 

Pane 2 carries four of the six Batt'e of Wa!erloo 
stan1ps, set witll:n part of n p.. .. nt ng of the courageous 
1st Foot Guards and Coldstream Guards detending the 
fortified farm at Hougoumont aga.nst J French attack . 
.............. •··· . 
Pane 3. with the remaining two f rsh.'!Jss values from 
the Battle of Water!v0 set. ft?,1twcs a f.nel\ detrl°!ed 
map engraving sh ... w. ng tht" strJteg.c p0sitton.ng of 
the All ed. Pruss • .:m and French forces. 
. ... ... .. . ... . . .. 
Pane 4 hJS c·ght mr,t>d "~'uE> l\'bch·ns 1,".,lh o cen!ral 
IJbt~I sh0\~.11g the I on tr0rn th.:- Lton's Mounc,i mcrnor -:ti 
:1t th0 s.:t' <'f V\.Jtr-1100 Tt1e t::ustrat 0n portr;_iys n 
Highlander, an art/eryman and two cavalrymen 
inspecting a pile of tropl1:es takt'n from the French, 

prnlill'-.. nl'\\'l'lli11e;1011 .111d the l'rn-..-..i.111 \'l\111111.1111!1-r (;!'lih,ml ,n11 Him lwr. 
The Prestige Stamp Book is a sumptuous 2-page souvenir of Waterloo 

• ,ti H >\ 1 · . lt explains politi ,d c, t'llh belt ire ti w li.11 le and an l 11111r-li, -ht iur .it t < H1111 
111 tlw 11~ltti11e,. l >rdt·i-.. tiir:-;t'I\ it I'd 1-'ir-,t 1),1\ ( :mn, ,hrnt!d n·.11'11 R1,,,1l \L,il ,11 
lallens House address on page 290 by I3June, quoting Bulletin code DCDEE o 
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A noble clause 
The Magna Carta stamp issue marks the historic 
document's 800th anniversary and echoes national 
celebrations of this influential declaration of freedom 

First-class Carta 
Freebie alert for young collectors! Every primary 
school in Britain is being sent a souvenir copy of 
Magna Carta and a timeline wall chart and guide that 
follows 800 years in the struggle for civil liberties. 

This facsimile of the 1215 edition of Magna Carta, 
now kept at Salisbury Cathedral, features easy-to- 

Ti xEw six-stamp i\lagna Carta set features the document signed on 15Junc 
1215 by King,John in the meadow of Runnymede, which continues to inspire 
freedom movements around the world. The civil liberty declarations that it 
influenced are also detailed on the stamps released on 2 June- including the 
American Bill of Rights, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 

Charter of the Commonwealth (see the philatelic 
preview on page 263 in May's Bulletin), 
Over eight centuries the influence of the Magna 

Carta, with its 63 historic clauses supporting the 
cause of civil freedom, has been enormous. So it is 
only fitting that commemorative events are taking 
place in the UK throughout the year to mark its 
signing by John. Magna Carta was effectively a 
peace treaty between the king and the rebellious 
barons he met in the meadow at \1Vindsor. 
The agreement arose after nobles in the north of 

England and East Anglia rebelled in 1214- against 
John's taxation plan to fund a campaign to recover 
his territories in Normandy. They refused to pay 
the king's levies. When London went over to the 
rebels, the barons then had enough power to force 
John to negotiate. And Magna Carta was born. 

Yet Magna Carta was so much more than a 
peace deal between the powerful. It also established 
for the first time that a king was subject to the law 
as much as the next man, and not above it; that 

follow annotations that 
simply explain the 
document's key clauses. 

Many learning 
resources, linked to key 
stages of the National 
Curriculum, are available 
online, from the Magna 
Carta Trust at www. 
magnacarta800th.com/ 

schools and from the British Library at Www. 
bl.uk/magna-carta/teaching-resources. 
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there were limitations on the 
monarch's behaviour. Indeed 
the Royal :Mail issue (in the 
Presentation Pack written by 
the leading medieval England 
expert Professor Nigel Saul) 
reveals the document's enduring 
importance and the significance 
of the freedoms it enshrined. 
Even today some of the freedoms 
remain on the statute books, such 
as those from Magna Carta's 39th 
and 40th clauses, establishing 
that no person will be imprisoned 
or have his land taken away unless 
by the law and judged by his peers. 
And the Magna Carta remains 

a vital cornerstone of the British 
constitution; its noble principles 
are echoed in the US constitution 
and other constitutions across the 
world. Britain's 1689 Bill of Rights 
is in some way a progression of the 
Magna Carta, with its advocation 
of civil liberties, such as the freedom 
of speech in Parliament. The US 
Bill of Rights' indebtedness to the 
Magna Carta is clear in its filih amendment, which states that no person 
should be 'deprived of life, liberty, or property without due process of law' 
The very wording has its roots in the 39th clause of Magna Carta o 

r 
Opposite: the Magna Carta 
stamps released on 2 June 

Above: the Magna Carta 
,ssue·s Prosentalton Pack 

Magna Carta events 2015 
1 June-31 August Exhibition: Magna Carta and the 
Changing Face of Revolt. Palace Green library. 
Palace Green, Durham. 

9 June Magna Carta Citizenship Ceremony. Salisbury 
Cathedral, 6 The Close. Salisbury. 

13-14 June Magna Carta 800 medieval festival, Royal 

Windsor Racecourse, Maidenhead Road. Windsor, 
10am to 6pm. Jousting. medieval encampment, a 
history tent with speakers, falconry. 

1 August-30 September Exhibition. The Impact of 
Magna Carta on the Way Wo Live, Supreme Court, 
Parliament Square, London. 

Until 1 September Exhibition: Law, Liberty, Legacy, 
British Library, 96 Euston Road, London. The exhibition 

features some of history's most influential documents, 
including the British Library's Magna Cartas, the US 

Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights. 
Until 20 September Exhibition: Marks of Genius, 
Bodleian Library, Broad Street, Oxford. Oxford's 

'Gloucester' Magna Carta will be on display. 
25-29 September Cartmel Priory Magna Carta 800 
fest1v3I. Cartmel. Cumbria. Medieval encampment and 
tournament. flower show. son et umiere. 
Until 30 September Exhrb1t1on: Magna Carta. Icon 

of Justice - Pledge of Freedom. Hereford Cathectral. 
Cathedral Close. Hereford. 

Until 31 December Exhibition: Magna Carta 
Freedom Under Law, Chertsey Museum, 33 
Windsor Street, Chertsey 
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CRONANF SURVEY ' ~----~ 
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Decent type We reveal the visual power of the 
printed word to create stunning stan1p issues 
Roval Mail is famous for stamp designs that use exquisite art or glorious 
photography. But as the lit'\\ \ l.tgll,I ( :.1r1.1 i,,1w 1,ll(l\\ '· ,, itlt its excerpts fion 
historic documents, we should not underestimate the abilit~ ot' I~ pogr.1phy tu 
c11tcrt.1i11 and inform even at postage stamp size, So \\'t:' It.in· dl'ln·d i111u the 
archives for stamps with lettering that either plays a star role or adds an extra 
dimension to the artwork handwriting, print, maps. ma11w,cripts and 111orc ... 
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This month in history 
John Holman looks back 40 years to a bright and breezy 
issue of Special Stamps that was anything but plain sailing 

FORT YEARS AGO, on 11 June 1975, the Post Office issued one of its more 
interesting sets of Special Stamps. The four-stamp Sailing issue, marking the 
bicentenary of the Royal Thames Yacht Club and the centenary of the Royal 
Yachting Association, comprised: Sailing Dinghies (7p), Racing Keel Boats 
(8p). Cruising Yachts (lOp) and Multihulls (12p). The set was designed by 
Andrew Restall, who first came to fame with his Forth Road Bridge stamps 
in 1964. Restall's bold and colourful designs were popular with Stuart Rose, 
the Post Office design chief who devoted two pages to this issue in his 1980 
book Royal Mail Stamps: Restall's unused designs for the issue featured on 
the dust jacket of the book. Rose described Restall as 'a designer who was well 
informed on printing techniques and was adventurous enough in his approach 
to design to be able to produce some innovatory, if not revolutionary, ideas'. 
The Sailing stamps were printed by Harrisons in photogravure and 

recess (intaglio)= the first time Harrisons had clone so in a single run using 
its famous Jumelle machine. The encl results should have been rather 
impressive but production coincided with industrial disputes in the printing 
industry, and this affected not only the quality of print but also the numbers 
produced. The recess printing was particularly affected and outlines, waves 
and rigging were often partially lost. The black recess colour is known 
totally missing on !Op stamps, but the numbers found make this a rather 
inexpensive missing colour error compared to many others. The 7p and 12p 
stamps were printed in five photogravure colours, the 8p in six and the 10p 
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STUART ROSE 

Re;yai Mail Stamps 
11 sur\lcy of British stamp design 

•, 
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i 

in four, and all with gold for The Queen's silhouette and black recess 
printing. The Stanley Gibbons GB Specialised Catalogue notes that the 
printing or the I Op value was interrupted because the orange colour was 
unstable and could be rubbed off. For the second printing, a sealer was 
added, which resulted in a paler, duller orange. Stamps from the two 
printings are priced the same in the catalogue; stamps from the first 
printing are found in the Presentation Pack. 
About 200 copies or the 8p with missing recess black are known. 

including one on a first day cover with Bury St Edmunds postmark. About 
50 8p stamps exist with missing gold, the result of a dry print. The 12p 
exists with missing phosphor, and with the rose colour omitted in the sails. 
Over 1,000 copies are believed to exist. making it one of the cheapest 
missing colours. The 12p also exists \\·ith rose and black colours partially 
omitted. Two constant ,·arietil's are listed in the Spccialisfd Catalogue on the 
7p stamp and four on tlw !Op \',due. 

Post Office first day covers were serviced with the Philatelic Bun';lll 
postmark, and the Bullf'tin anrn,unrl'd a one-off 'First Day of hsur· 
postmark for \\'l'ymouth. C:on:rs l'Xist with Bureau postmark and ·.\rphil.1 
75 Paris' l'Xhibition cachet. a11d spomorcd :-;pl'rial hanclst:11nps for tht· 
Royal Thames Yacht Club (1.nmlnn S\\'l) and Roy;d Dorset Yadu Club 
(\\'cylllouth). Ctin-rs \\'l'l"t' also pnstcd to n:·cci,·c rdt·,·anl lnral p1ht111;1rk•,: 
the one fi,r Cowes, bk of Wight was popular and highly priced in FDC 
catalogues. A prl'scntation pack\\':\:-- ,n·ailahh-. ,1:-. \\a:-. a :--tamp l\trd .,nld .11 
op) reproducing just the 8p stamp. 

Supplies of the 1:.?p st,rn1p ~uld 11ut :--hon!~ ,titer i,,uc. ,,hilt· the 1Hhcr 
values remained on philatelic sale until I0 June 1976, Owing to the 
production pr11bk111:--. tlu- 1111111lwr, ,11ld <11T 1.itl1cr le-., th.111 liir ntht'I' i,,uc, 
of the time, ranging from 2.3 million of the I2p to 7 million of the 7p firs 
class UK letter rate stamp. Some 12»,610 presentation packs were sold, 

The June 1975 issue of the Bulletin made much of the printing of the 
stamps Dy two processes, and also included features on yacht and dinghy 
racing, and notable sailing anniversaries o 

Top: Stuart Rose's book 
Roval M~, I Stan·ps fe3tured 
the design de,·cloprnc11t of 
the S,1 .. 119 issue 

At:>ove. the 19:-5 Bu'i~!m 
fc::iturt> about Sa,!mg stamps 
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From its beginnings in 1878, Colin Baker traces 
the history of guaranteed delivery service 

Fig 1 1878 ,ssue - the first 
,ssue of special envelopes 
for the reg1strat1on of coin 

Fig 2 Registration envelopes 
were often used for mail to 
foreign countries - this one 
was sent to Germany. with no 
street address 

Fig 3 A fresh compensation 
schedule pasted over an 
outdated version 

Fig 4 Combined registration 
fee and postage stamps were 
introduced in 1902 

Fig 5 1995 waterproof, piastre 
registration envelope 

Fig 6 In 2004 the stamp was 
replaced with a simple device 
to indicate postage was paid 

j 

Ix THL 19 n-1 CE:\ IT RY large numbers of people worked away from home in 
factories located in big towns and cities. They would send part or their wages 
back to their families by enclosing coins in a cheap envelope. Banks were for 
the wry rich. postal orders were yet to be created and bank notes were usually 
too high in value for the small sums being posted. All too often, therefore, the 
coins would fall out of these cheap envelopes and would be found in mailbags, 
leading to the Post Oflice being accused of stealing people's cash. 
The registration of letters had been available from the early clays or the 

postal service, though they often guaranteed nothing but a signature on 
delivery, and certainly no recompense for loss of contents. In any case the 
additional cost of registering a letter was beyond anything that could be 
afforded by the working classes. 
The Post Office had to do something, and in 1878 i introduced prepaid 

registration em·elopes, a sen·icc we now know as guaranteed delivery. These 
tough envelopes, made from stout reinforced paper, could not burst open and 
if they were lost in the post the Post Office would pay the sender compensation. 
The registration fee payable, in addition to the normal postage cost, was set 
at 2d, a small enough sum that most ordinary working people could afford. 
For reasons that are not completely clear today. the Post Office decided that 

the new envelopes would carry a 2d stamp for the basic registration fee only. 
The normal cost of postage would have to be paid with adhesive stamps. The 
registration stamp was placed on the envelope flap where there was no paper 
reinforcement and hence no undue wear on the embossing dies. The envelope 

314 



VOLUME 52 JUNE 2015 BAKER'S A-Z OF POSTAL STATIONERY 

design put this stamp on the re\·erse once the 
envelope was sealed. Changes in the position of 
this stamp were made at the encl or the 19th 
century, but it was not until the King Edward VII 
registration envelopes were issued that a combined 
postage and registration fee embossed stamp was 
used, positioned on the front of the envelope. 
The amount of compensation payable for loss or 

damage changed as the registration fees changed. 
In the era or Queen Victoria this was often printed 
on the backs of registration envelopes, but the 
continual changes made to compensation schedules 
meant that many envelopes had to have revised 
tables of compensation charges pasted over 
outdated information. This practice put an undue 
burden on postmasters in busy post offices, and it 
came to a stop at the encl or Queen Victoria's reign 
when users were referred to the Post Office Guide 
for the latest information. 
Throucrhout the 20th century there were few < 

changes to registration em·clopes and the service 
continued to be popular and widely used, Today the 
service has been extended, becoming a guarantee 
of delivery by a specific time in addition to giving ~ ~ 
security to users. The old-fashioned reinforced paper 
envelopes have been replaced by plastic ones with 
self-seal flaps, though modern prepaid em-elopes arc 
no longer sold over the counter and have to be 
ordered from Post Oflice stores, either onlinc at 
shop.royal ma i l.com/special-delivery-guaranteed 
or through your local Post (Office counter o 

.Next in Baker's • lo ~ (!/ l>vsta/ Statio111'~·p: /-/ ,:,- jvr 
Halfpenny Post. Colin Baker is Secretary of the Postal 
Stationery Society, He welcomes enquiries about the Society 
by email at pss.secretary(@ gmail.com, 
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18 40 
EUROPHILEX 
STAMP 

ITION 
LONDON 
A 201.5 

Above: building the Royal Mail 
stand; inside the Business 
Design Centre; the philatelic 
counter at the Royal Mail 
stand: the exhibition logo used 
on special postmarks 

A show to remember 
London 2015 Europhilex was a stamping success 
.-\ROL,D 13.500 PEOPLE took the opportunity of celebrating their shared 
interest in stamps by visiting the recent four-day London 2015 Europhilex. 
The atmosphere was lively and congenial, with Islington's Business Design 
Centre lit by spring sunshine for much of the time and many languages to be 
heard as various study groups and philatelic friends met up along the galleries. 
Highlights of the event included a huge display area containing more than 

1.500 frames of competitive exhibits and winning displays from the thematic 
arm of London 2015 held a week earlier in Essen, Germany. 

In the remarkable Club de Monte-Carlo exhibition of 'Philatelic Events 
That Changed The World', pride of place was given to original designs for 
the Penny Black, the world's first adhesive postage stamp issued in May 
1840. Marking its 175th anniversary was the limited-edition exhibition 
issue of Royal Mail's Penny Black :-.'liniaturc Sheet, which was in great 
demand. Other popular choices for first day covers with the daily special 
Europhilex souvenir postmarks were the Royal :1Vlail First World War 1915 
Special Stamps and Post & Go Heraldic Beasts • 
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Clockwise from top left: 
Patrick Masehs opens 
·Philatelic Events That 
Changed The World': Marcus 
James gves a seminar on 
stamp design; a young 
collector in the Stamp Active 
youth area: Alan Holyoake's 
Grand Prix-winning display; 

the Royal Mail stand: ph,latel1c 
exhibits area; w,:l!am Doherty 
and Pritpal Mann talk with 
Bullet,n prizewinner Roger 
Hawkins. Reger meets 
Andrew Hammond and Martyn 
Fry at the exhibition, after his 
guided tour of Raya! Ma!l's 
Special Handstamp Centre 

0 
c6 
6 
.c 
Q. 
~ • Grand Prix d' Honneur - Best in show 
',,! 
James Peter Gough for 'The UPU and its Impact on Global Postal Services' ! . Grand Prix National ~- 
~ Alan Holyoal<e, ·secured Delivery Leaching to the Introduction of UK Registration 
@ of Internal, External and Transit Mnil 1450-1852'. 

Palmares 

., 
sl :1 
~ Hanna Pilpipovich, 'On the t00th Anniversary of the Romanov Senes·. 

• Youth Philately Best ,n CIJSS 

, 
.:: 
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Waterloo hat trick 
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Orders and enquiries 

The British Forces 
Philatelic Service 
BFPS 
The Old Post Office 
L inks Place 
Er.o 
Fite KY9 1AX 
www.bfps.org.uk 
(Cheques payable BFPS CIC 
Postage and packing is free 

I for UK 'BFPO oddrcsscs ) 

17-18JUNE 1BIS 

,. .... , ... 11..,; 
° "R 'f W/\ TlRLOO ~ 

'200 
~ 1815-201S /; 
} suvis,¢ 
~ .... ~ 

pa et; gt; or 
hr Fgrrw t me; e a} _ ___,_.. 

COt•O,U.NOllU.TIHO THIE 200,- Atouvc .. aAlll' o, THE CHAIIOC OP' 

THE SCOTS GREYS 
AT THE DBATTLE O# WATERLOO 

18JUNE 1815 

Cover producers wishing 
to announce a recent or 
forthcoming cover should 
submit copy of up to 75 words 
and a high-resolution image 

I of the cover. Announcements 
are published at the discretion 
of the Editors. 
Send submissions for August 

I Bulletin by 3 July to the address 
I on page 290 or by email to I rmbu:letin@rocketmail.com. 

The British Forces Philatelic Service 
(BFPS) marks the 200th anniversary of the 
Battle of Waterloo with a set of three 
commemorative covers for release on 18 June. 
To produce these handsome covers. the BFPS 
has worked in partnership with the Waterloo 
200 Committee, the Headquarters of The Royal 
Logistic Corps and the Headquarters of the 
Royal Scots Dragoon Guards. 

Two of the covers bear the new Special 
Stamps from the Royal Mail Battle of Waterloo 
issue. and each one is cancelled with a unique 
handstamp. They depict various battle scenes 
and use images taken from painting by notable 
artists: Wellington at Waterloo by Robert 
Alexander Hillingford; The Resupply of 

Ammunition by the Royal Waggon Train to 
Hougoumont Farm on the Afternoon of 18 June 
1815 (colloquially referred to as 'Powder and 
Shot' and currently in the Officers· Mess at 
Grantham) by Charles Stadden; and 'The 
Charge of The Royal Scots Greys' by Lady 
Elizabeth Butler. 

'An epic and important battle such as 
Waterloo deserves commemorating in a special 
way and we believe that BFPS has done that 
with the release of these covers.' says 
Lt Col Denis Dillon. Joint Managing Director of 
the British Forces Philatelic Service. 

Price: £6 for the unsigned version and £12 for 
signed versions (details of high-profile signatories 
to be announced at www.bfpa.org.uk) • 
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Wise words Win a new issue with our clever quiz on wordy stamps 

AGNA CARTA, 1215 = FOUNDATION OF LIBERTY 

1 2 

NO FREE MAN t 
SHALL BE SEIZED ' 

OR IMPRISONED ... 
EXCEPT BY THE 1sr 
LAWFUL fUDGEMENT 
OF HIS EQUALS OR BY 
THE LAW OF THE LAND. 
MAGNA CARTA, lllS 

Wons Quz The new Magna Carta issue shows 
tracts from famous declarations of freedom, so 
this month our quiz is all about stamps featuring 
the written word. Get all the answers write (sorry) 
and vou could win the new issue's Presentation , 
Pack and a Royal ?\fail Presentation Pack album. 
1 ,,vhat \\'orcl describes the car on this 199B 
stamp commemorating the centenary of Edward 
Lear's death? 
a Loony b Lovely c Leary 
2 What location was the focus oft he 1991 
Ordnance Survey stamps? 
a Ham Street b Coronation Street c Sesame Street 
3 The ?\lagna Carta \\'as signed in a meadow near 
which famous English 'royal' town? 
a Bracknell b East Grinstead c \\'incisor 
4 \\'hat brastit· is cit-scribed on this stamp from 
the 199G Robert Burns issue? 
a Louse b Mouse c Crouse 

February solutions and winners / iih ·h1f l.1. :le. :k. 
i -th. I I 'i11110:r R.J Ha,\ kin•<J Brun-:~ Kt'tnp:-tcr . 

. \t111u1 That ,\tamp l11w11tin· Brit,1i11 . .(l.·17. D:\.\ 
Sequencing. inners K Khoo; P Hana:; D Dick, 
March solutions and winners Urid_!!.c , H1<1i11f,'ma 
la. 26.3b, 1a. inners ETaery; K Ruffell; 
D Squires; M Tauru; D Hughes. .ame 'That 
Stamp Tees Transporter Bridge. First Class, 2013, 
inners R Savers; D Bowcock; A Domenici; 
S Hn·n11.111:.I H.dd\\ in• 

,.Prize~~:~~~sand-regulations 1 F'h'>llK'!l<'fl.,,u,w1lt.~'tt,,c111.k1t'1 --~ll\.1 l:{c111.i,'l,'1 1·,,'f'l",'ll'1f.111•\~~.1fRc.,.:it~':.rl(.l~1+•L-t,i ·hr:J tu.,1x~, ::..A",i;,,:: .• ~ 
[ ant mmecteate families 2 Responsibility cannot be accepted tor entries which are @compete triaged or et rec&vd or any reason root of posting ts not proof.t s 
[ receat 3 Przes must the accepted as offered, they are not transferable ant there are no ash altemetes The cost at transport te ant from a pre venue where 
j ,y,p!l<·~mre ,s not ncluclect. 4 Winners are rlCit 'l{'(t w:r-,, .·11 ,t11 , , ,t, 11lJl<J ,l.l!..' · i.l\"\l S r,'l pr,-,' . .-.,\_ d¥,1\ r,•.1,•~- -~, ! ,u,:: .-.,,- J. l\J.: :;1.," ,,01(, :.;& tx• ~').• 
} enters of the first cnreet ertres ctrawn at rancor ty an nlepen,tent person after the icing fate 6 noter s easior on ary spaect at the porn@tion s final 
I N,, ,:..»1CS1Xll1'1cfUI wt! tlt' ('l,:c"f'u! 11".,' 7 b:'.'\ u• ~--- ·" .t'J :.~1,,1, r t'1,;~(1 r\11\._. 8 f ~ .. -.-.,.:rr- <u~ t t,' w t.itlf.!\ .'f\\l ... ,_:(., \ ''",:>I•:,:,,•~ , ,,:n~ 
[ a) sutsttuute a prze of equell or greater value d carcustances so emanct ainf ti» suspend or cancel or hold void any at he o0 ti 
j without notice 9 ners aames are avasts? & ts days after ion} cert'e send at SA£ te The Et#or Brest #rilaitea isulet 
ate Crescent, ttnburh £412 9 The prmeter es 3eyau Mer Grout tt 0 ietori Erib e er ? onctn E4¥ 'O 

NAME THAT STAMP Fn Hll 
the cit-tail :-hmm kri 
ick11til\ the stamp' 
,·.dw-. tht· 11;1111c of 

the stamp issue and 
l he vear or i:-,uc. 

How to enter Send your answers, marked ., \"ords 
Quiz' or ·::\'ame That Sramp·. to Bulletin Ora,\·s. 
Tallcnts House. 21 South Gyle Crescent, Edinburgh 
EH 12 9PB or email tu rmbulletin@rocketmail.com. 
Closing date l0July 2015. The tirst correct ernrics 
clrmn1 in each srction aftcr the closing date win the 
:\ lagna Carta Pn·scntat ion Pack and Royal Mail 
album. shown below. Four runners-up ,,·in stamps. 

WIN 
Magna Carta 

Pack 
+ Album 

--- M.'\V•H Cf\RT.\ 

~-- ~ m .. -, nr 
m:-c. , ~· ---~ ~ 
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SOCIAL PHILATELY ASS,"'.::''ATlON i.'~ l}Hl'r1St-1 F'H I ATE LIC SOCIETIES 

Looking forward to Leeds 

iw '% hf# h 
-~ "' ,, l ~ "'\, ;>, ®8 , 'S?) - 48 uoa "u . . . ,.. ~ -: ,, - ' j 

ssT- } 
sM 

'Zt'<lfl/U,,; 

a enng a e ueens o e above left) 
n explore local attractions including Temple Newsam 
ouse (above) and the superb shopping centre 
eluding the Victoria Arcade (far left). The Congress 
anquet takes place at the Royal Armouries (left). 
vonne Wheatley (above) is Chairof Congress. Find 
rther details and programme at www.gbcongress.uk 

6 to 9 August 2015 
The Philatelic Congress of Great Britain is organised 
annually by the Association of British Philatelic Societies (ABPS). 
It offers a great chance to meet fellow collectors in an informal 
atmosphere and to enjoy a wide range of displays and expert talks. 
Now is the time to book for the 97th Congress, which begins 
on the first Thursday of August at The Queens hotel, Leeds. This 
four-star landmark hotel is right next to Leeds railway station, so 
rail travel is recommended. The host association is the Leeds 
Philatelic Society, which was founded in 1890- the 
year chosen as the theme of the Congress and also the year in 
which the Uniform Penny Post celebrated its Golden Jubilee. 
To book for Congress 2015 or to find out details about the 
programme of events, call Paul Gaywood on 01772 713917 or 
email gaywood@hotmail.co.uk or visit www.gbcongress.uk • 

,---1 
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