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Issues and withdrawals

2 June
5 June
18 June
Front page Roval Mai marks
the 200th ar versary of the
Battie of W. "\ oo with a
Special Stamp ssue and
Min:ature Sheet on 18 June
Find out more on page 302 16 JU'y
- 16 July
1
{
{
i
Royal Mail is not responsible :
for opinions and iformation |
provided by independent ]
writers in this publication. !
18 August

Royal Mail

L

Issue Magna Carta: 6 Special Stamps n singles (2 x
1st Class. 2 x £1.33, 2 x £1.52). Presentation Pack,
Stamp Cards (6 in set), Coin Cover. See page 308 and
FPreview on page 263 in May Bufietin.

..........................................................................................................................................

Withdrawal Sustainable Fish: Stamps (10 x 1st Class
in 2 se-tenant strips of 5), Presentation Pack, Stamp
Cards (10 in set).

..........................................................................................................................................

Issue Battle of Waterloo: Stamps (2 x 1st Class, 2 x €1,
2 x £1.52), Miniature Sheet (2 x 1st Class, 2 x £1.33p),

Presentation Pack, Prestige Stamp Book, Stamp Cards |

(11in set), Coin Cover. See page 304.

..........................................................................................................................................

Issue The 75th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain:
Miniature Sheet (3 x 1st Class, 3 x £1.33). Presentation
Pack, Stamp Cards (7 in set). Preview on page 295.

..........................................................................................................................................

Withdrawal Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games:
Stamps (1 x 2nd Class, 1 x 1st Class, 1 x 97p,
1x£1.28,1x£1.47, 1 x £2.15), Presentation Pack,
Stamp Book, Stamp Cards (6 in set), Silver Coin Cover,
Gold Coin Cover.

...........................................................................................................................................

Issue Bees: Stamps (1 x 1st Class, 1 x 2nd Class,
1x€1,1x£1.33, 1x£1.52, 1x£2.25), Miniature
Sheet (2 x 1st Class, 2 x £1.33), Stamp Book

(4 x 1st Class, 2 x Specials), Presentation Pack,
Stamp Cards (11 in set). Preview in July Bulletin.

Information about Royal Mail products is the latest
available at time of going to press. Issue dates shown
in advance may be subject to change. Stamps are not
shown to scale. Stamp sizes are listed on Royal Mail
Preview pages.

To order philatelic items, including those listed above, contact Royal Mail

Royal Maii, the cruciform
and the colour red are
registered trade marxs
of Royal Mail Group Ltd.
© Roya! Mail Group Ltd
2015. All rights reserved.
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‘; online at www.royalmail.com/stamps or at Tallents House, 21 South Gyle

| Crescent, Edinburgh EH12 9PB. We would advise you to quote 15CDE, the

- Bulletin media code. Telephone order line (08.30 to 17.00 Monday to Friday):
03457 641 641. From overseas: +44 131 316 7483. Minimum handling charge
UK £1.45, Europe £1.55, rest of world (airmail) £2.15.




VOLUME 52 JUNE 2015

Contents

BATTLE
OF

THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF
| THE BATTLE ©OF BRITAIN
|
Lnoyal Mail First Day Cover

Higher beings

Issues and withdrawals |
| This is a great summer :
for stamps! Don’tmiss ;
itemised details of

important issues and a
| final chance to buy

some old favourites 290

i

. Correspondence

C Readers reveal their

Cviews of philately and
share questions about
collecting 292
@ Royal Mail Editor W\l Dohert
Crescent, Edinburgh EH12 9PB @

HMS President

150 trom Post Ofkice Ltd philate

(118). Victona Emban

id Send subscrptions to Royai Ma

Binders ' holi
fable by ¢ fic

1

THE TSTH ANNIVERIARY OF THE

. Royal Mail Update
~Martyn Fry veports on

.. ® Annual subscription : 1.

bz =

Mr B Graham

20 Marton Avenue
likeston
Derbyshire

DE7 4AB

Royed Mad Taterts Hame 29 Soun Oyie Oescerd Grtargh DN26P0

The 75th Anniversary of the

Battle of Britain set hails the heroes who reached
for the sky to defend Britain against invasion 295

................................................

..........................................................................................

| Stamp Scene Ncws
I

1st Class 1, )
up to 100g - from our resident expert
- John Holman 298
Perfectly Perth
1st Class Ly
up to 100g - We report on another

| successful Scottsh

CASPS annual congress
~ 1 Perth 303
Wellington beaut | he
developements in the clovious Waterloo issue
world of Post & Go 294

celebrates victory over

[ Tatlents House. 21 South Gvie | -Napoleon in 1815 304
Publishing Editor w.to Shoa o
khment Lendon ECAY O @ Price
S 1S 7€ O
HMW (-]
) . 1 A
‘@
©® Printed

9 A

* 2.6.2015
The power of words .\s
the new Magna Carta

Specials bear lines from
famous charters. we

showcase typographic
stamps of the past 308

|
i
|
|
|

' This Month in History
John Holman returns
1o 1975 when the Sailing

set made waves 312
Important letters G lor
cuaranteed delivery

is the latest in Colin
Bakers \-Z series 314
Capital idea Somwe
higchhights trom
London 2015
Furophilex 316
Waterloo hat trick
Handsome covers
from the Briush Forces
Philatelic Service 318
Win Magna Carta
Specials ey ow
wordy stamp quiz and
win Specal Stamps 319



Correspondence

Jiangsu jewel

The following letter celebrates the art of letter
writing in its calligraphy, envelope and illustration
as well as through its words. It is both graceful and
bold, one of those rare letters that speaks to you
even before you open the envelope. We publish an
extract here simply because our sister publication
the British Postmark Bulletin, to which it is
addressed, does not have a Letters Page.

| am a Chinese postmark collector. | love

different kinds of stamps, envelopes,

postcards and, of course, postmarks! From
my point of view postmarks and stamps are
mirrors which reflect a country’s culture and
history. Traditional post and e-mail are just like
photographs and drawings - though a photo is
the faster and often more accurate, the drawing
will be remembered for longer and gain
significance over time.

| saw the online guide ‘All about Postmarks’

when | viewed your official website. | was
really attracted by the perfect, beautiful
postmarks ... please could you tell me the
address of the post offices which can apply
them? | will be glad to pay the postfeeto
collect these little works of art. ¥
Zeppli, Wuxi, Jlangsu Province, China 7

............................................................................................

- Funny Machin maths
- Can retailers other than Post Offices charge what they

like for stamps? | recently popped into a newsagent’s

. shopin Shirley, Croydon to buy six second-class stamps.

I was charged £3.90 and my question as to whether the
stamps had gone up in price was met with no response.

' When | did my sums at home, | realised that | had been
' charged 65p per stamp. | am a pensioner and have to

take care of my money, so | was very annoyed at having
been charged 11p over the face value of each stamp!
Sylvia Drake, Croydon

You can buy stamps from lots of different traders,
not just from a Post Office. Any shop which sells
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stamps has to follow
certain official rules,
which include selling
them at or below face
value. They should not
charge more than the

e laalalalaaaaa

face value. If you find an
approved trader has
S eaaad charged you more than
the face value for stamps, you can report them to
Royal Mail (phone 08457 640 640). There are
thousands of approved traders and Post Offices
who sell stamps at the correct price, so you should

have no difficulty finding one near your home.
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LETTERS AND EMAILS

\LO""\ Va
A case for silver? : i
The April edition of the Bulletin %, g
showed the Penny Black s, &
70 W

6-5-20\?

Medal Cover to have black
cancelling ink almost masking the stamps — and the
wording is illegible over the dark grey/black background.
| did comment previously about using silver ink to
cancel stamps with dark/black background, but saw
no feedback nor improvement. | wonder if other
Bulletin readers have other comments?
Frederick Yeung, Tennessee, USA

The possibility of using non-black postmarks

was discussed in planning the Penny Black 175th
anniversary issue. An important part of the story
of the Penny Black is the fact that its black colour
was soon changed to red for precisely the reasons
you outline. It was decided to use black postmark
options in keeping with the original issue, but also
to offer a choice of two red postmarks on first day
covers. The Tallents House special postmark,
shown above, bears a red NMaltese Crross

(FD1509-TH) and the alternative pictorial postmark

with the location Bath is also red (FD1509-P1L).

..........................................................................................

Beautiful family correction

On our May Correspondence page we accidentally

transposed the surname and first name of Farrukh

Jamil. Farrukh's second name is an Arvabic word

zesd » meaning “beautiful’, used as both a family
name, a given name and a patronyimic surname.,

tWE BATsaF
WATERLOO

Keep the letters coming...

The Editor welcomes your letters and the senders of those
pubtished will receve a Waterloo Presentaton Pack as a token of
our thanks. Send vour tetters to the Eddon, ¢

Hutetn, Tallenits House, JY South Gyle Crescent, Edint ME Y
9PB You can also emad bulietinenq

...........................................................................................

45
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The truth will out

On page 83in
February Bulletin, in
his interesting article
about 50 years of
Special Stamps, Philip
Parker states that Winston Churchill was
the first individual, other than a monarch, to
be featured on a British stamp. William
Shakespeare was in fact the first, in 1964.
Graham Mapp, Birmingham

The article named Churchill as the first
‘contemporary individual’ to be featured on a
stamp other than rovahy. The previous vear the
Shakespeare commemoration did feature the
Bard. It went on sale on 14 August 1964, when
The Beatles' A Hard Day’s Night was number one
in the singles charts and just before BBC "Two
launched the first Match of the Day.

" Red light

I think | may have found a new secunty Machin variety -
or error. It s a First Class Royal Mail Red with NO
ndescent overprint. But it has correct die cutting and

shts. Unfortunately it1s on a small piece and s not
postmarked s | have no wwea when or where it was used.

Michael L Goodman, Editor Stamp Lover

Fhank vou for bringing vour stamp along to
London 2005 and shaving it with us, We came to
the conclusion that it was indeed a genuine stamp,
lowas helow onr usual strict primter qualiny contral

and we discovered a very famt ndeseent over Prn



Post & Go Update Martyn I'ry reports on new

issucs and Post & Go services at 2015 exhibitions

e ~ aade PRSI g T T U T TR
| dstClass « 5, | 1stClass ;éLocal s

| upto 100g S/ | |upto100g | Standard

|\ Europhilex London - it

| Penny Black 175 ¢ B

| 856815 A006-0810163 = | Resomsacceainions £ 850015 6101:0154-004 \

o eiite
machine GGOY and Jersey's
JEQ1 also offered special event

faststamps

Right: the AQC4 machine use

at London 2015 will scon be

w
w
J
4

W
placed at a static site - lbcation

to be confirmed

Below: this Union Fiag Smilers
Sheet with exhibition labels
was available from the Post &

Go Senvices stand

Royal \[alldlundcclllw Lssen show for the fnst tme
last month. Union I'lag and Machin design Post &
Go stamps proved popular, and were available [rom
machine AOOG with “Nesse Essen 7-9 Nay 2015’
Machine A006 and AOO08 were at the Perth
Congress (sec page 303) and at London 2015
Europhilex, which saw the issue of Heraldic Beasts
Post & Gos (see above and preview on page 2306,
» April Bulletin) and a Machin Europhilex print
" marking the 175th anniversary of the Penny Black o

Post & Go machines at 2015 exhibitions

Date Location Reel stamp designs

14-19 August FIP Singapore Union Flag and Machin Smilers®
(GB versions available from Tallents House)

16-19 September  Autumn Stampex, London The Sea, Union Flag and Machin Smilers®
29-31 October Slndelflnden, Germany obeconBEmeEs L D8 i L el e
6-9 November Paris, France To be confirmed

NB Exhibition locations may be added or removed and stamp listings may vary.

Static machines other than those in Post Offices: machine AOO1 at the British Museum & Archive has the
static location identifier of ‘The B.PM.A." and at the National Museum of the Royal Navy is machine AO02 with ‘The
NMRN’. For Post & Go news and a current list of Post & Go machines, see www.royalmail.com/postandgonews.

Send your questions about Post & Go to bulletin.enquiries@royalmail.com
294

Exhibition photograph: Paul Eimes
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PREVIEW: BATTLE OF BRITAIN

THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE

BATTLE
OF
BRITAIN

&

3 5 - 2a
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Plots oF 32 Satadion St ordda =

Air worthy Honouring the heroes of the Royal
Air Force, the 75th Anniversary of the Battle of
Britain Miniature Sheet goes on sale next month

CELEBRATING 75 YEARS of our finest hour is the Battle of Britain Miniature Sheet
taking ofl' next month. The Sheet pays tribute to the RAF pilots and ground
crew who saw ofl Hitler’s Luftwafle in the summer and autumn of 1940.

Below: the Tallents House,
Edinburgh handstam
features a graphic image of
the Supermarine Spitfire

Released on 16 July, the six-stamp set features two of the most famous

fighter aircraft in history ~ the RAI’s Supermarine Spitfire and the Hawker
Hurricane. The Sheet border bears an image of Prime Minister Winston
Churchill at a coast defence position near Hartlepool on 31 July 1940,
alongside his famous quotation about *the few’. Accompanying the Sheet are
a Presentation Pack, Stamp Cards and Coin Cover (the Coin Cover is

released on Battle of Britain Day

Stamp by stamp The 75th Anniversary ol the Battle of Britain Miniature
Sheet comprises three First Class and three £1.33 stamps. All show original
black and white photographs taken during the conflict, which raged from

10 July to 31 October 1940.

Action stations R\ fighter pilots rush o their
Hurricanes alter veceiving the “scramble” call to
engage enemy aireralt. Fanst Class

Eyes in the skies Supcrmarine Spitfires of” 610
Squadron, based at Biggin Hill, patrol the skies in
close formation. Fiist Class

Ready for battle \rinourcr Fred Roberts rearms a
Supermarine Spithive while the pilot, Sergeant
Bernard Jennings, talks to lns mechame, Fove Clany
Good spot Recruits of the Auxthary Terrvitoral
Service recene thew tiest lesson e idenutying

enenn aiveralt, 2700 >

15 September).

FD1519-TH

75th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain Stamps
- Specifications
Date of issue 18 Judy
Number of stamps S

S;.im;:\ .d:; \_.1'1 . . -..-%”4\\ .TL‘:‘.;‘J- ;

<

Sheet design

Stamp format

3 mn 12 41 s A e
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Sheet size 179mm X 74mim
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THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE

BATTLE
OF

| THE 75TH/ANNIVERSARY OF
THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

Royal Mail First Day Cover

e

296
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(o on e capltal, Sow g

Commanding role ['he Operanions Room at Bentley

Priory, the headguarters of Fighter Command, was

part ot a complex air defence svstem, ¢ 150

A welcome break British tighter pilots ol 32
Squadron velax between fhving missions at RAF
Hawkinge in Kent. ¢77.55

Alsoin the issue is a Presentation Pack ishown right)

telling the story of this historic battle, with an
et Sy e overview written by Peter Devitt, a curator at the
3:‘;“‘;*“;‘“.21“:2123 Roval Air Force Museum in London. On the
“ﬁfww:ﬁwm mformative nsert sheet he analyses the aireraft
csuction and over £0.000

Sote mvolved on both sides and pays tribute to the
‘&'&m@hwkw

many personnel who helped our lighter pilots beat
s g the Luftwatte. These include WAAL personnel,
Tﬂﬂfaimx base 'r:an.whé'h

the invasion and Uiberstion

[wwctw‘dbeum»hed

ground crew and RAT intelligence officers.
A Coim Cover will be released on Battle of Britain
Day  watch out for vour Bulletin Preview.

Orders for Serviced First Day Covers (shown
below, with insert shown left) must reach Royal
Mail by 16 July. You can send stamped envelopes
on the first day of issue to Tallents House for the
Tallents House, Edinburgh postmark (sce
address on page 290), which shows a Spitfire.
The alternative pictorial and plain postmarks
both have the post code London NWO9, the
location of the Royal Air Force Museum o

oy OF 158

S A k
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|
Mr B Graham
20 Marton Avenue
lkeston ' ‘
Derbyshire
DE7 4AB

Royal Mal Taonts Houso 21 South Gyle Croscent Ecinburgh EH12 9°8B
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PREVIEW: BATTLE OF BRITAIN

; Royal Mail Mint Stamps
I THE 757H ANNIVERS
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75th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain Stamps

- Prices
Miniature Sheet - 3 x 15t C

Aniature Sheet Fast Day Cover

Presentati N
Stamp Cards
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UK diary dates

UK exhibitions

Stamp Scene John Holman keeps you posted
on events and activities in the philatelic world

6 June Yorkshive Phitatelic Assocaton Comvention & Faire Pudsey Civie
Hall, Pudsey ES28 5T T0am o Ipm. Details: 01977 793566,

13 June Suinpex, St Josephs School, Ocotal Wave Swindon SN3 3LR . 10am
to L 30pm. Details: D Gibbon, 01793 81318 1

19-20 June Statlord Stamp Show, Stattordshire County Showground. Weston
Road, Stattord S TTS OBD. Friday. 10am to Spm: Saturday, 10am o -4pni. Over

SO dealers. Free admission and parking. Detailss wwwjrs-stamp-shows.co.uk.

25-28 June \Welsh Postal History Society Annual Weekend, NMaentwrog

left. Details: N Prior, 01656 710520, wwway psavales.org,

27 June GB Philatelic Society meeting: Philacelic Mail (Maurice Buxton,
Tl AGM and Members” Displavs (2pm, Grosvenor Auctions, 399 Strand,
London WC2R O'UL. Details: P 'Tanner, 01753 887755.

3 July Strand Stamp Fair, Roval Natonal Hotel, Bedford Way, London WCI,
Yam to dpm. Details: 020 8946 -H80, www.stampshows.net.

4 July Magnapex, Addlestone Community Centre, Addlestone. See below.
4 July Midpex, Warwickshire Exhibition Centre, Leamington Spa. See below.
11 July Telford Stamp, Card and Coin Fair, Belmont Hall. Wellington
Cenwre, Telford TF1 TLU, 10am to 3pm. Iree entry, good range of stalls, free
valuations, buv and sell. Details: Bob Hemmings, 01694 720192.

11 July National Philatelic Society AGM., Welsh Centre, Gray's Inn Rd, WCI.
17-18 July York Racecourse Coin & Stamp Tair, The Grandstand, York
Racecourse, York YO23 1EX. Friday, I1am to 6pm: Saturday, 10am to 4pm.
Admission free. Includes York National Postal History Competition.
Information: C Rainey, 01793 513431, www.stampshows.net o

The Magnapex 2015 stamp fair and exhibition, celebrating the 800th
anniversary of Magna Carta, will be held at the Addlestone Community Centre,
Garheld Road. Addlestone KT'15 2N]J on 4 July, from 10am to 4pm. Attractions
include dealers, stamp displayvs and competitions. For more details phone Mike
Wilson on 01932 844215 or email mikewwilson@virginmedia.com.

The popular Midpex show takes place at the Warwickshire Exhibition
Centre, Leamington Spa CV31 IXN on 4 July, from 10am to 5pm. This
biennial exhibition. first held in 1995, is attended by collectors from across the
UK. and brings together 40 specialist societies and 70 local, national and
international dealers covering all aspects of philately = and postcards are
included for the first time. Among the socicties taking part will be the Great
Britain Philatelic Society (with a display of GB line-engraved at 3pm), British
Postmark Society, TPO & Sea Post Society, Railway Philatelic Group and
Cinderella Stamp Club. The Stamp Active group will hand out goodie bags
to voung visitors and hold activities with prizes. Royal NMail will provide Post
& Go machines. For more information see www.midpex.vordpress.com.

298

© David Kitching
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STAMP SCENE

The Philatelic Congress of Great Britain will be held at The Queens hotel. 4. :
Leeds LSI 1P] on 6 to 9 August. The theme will be “1890°, to mark the v "3 Y
anniversaries of the Leeds Philatelic Society, Gibbons Stamp Monthly and %" = s
Uniform Penny Post Jubilee of 1890. Among the events planned for the n _;’ﬁ‘
Congress are talks about the city of Leeds (combined with a display by Leeds L |
Philatelic Society), the Royal Armouries in Leeds, the early years of Stanley
Gibbons and Gibbons Stamp Monthly, and postal services in 1890. There will m___f____ _*_: -
be a display of 1890 Postal Jubilee material, and the Kay Goodman Lecture

on Philatelic Auctions. The Congress banquet will be held at the Roval

Armouries and there will be a walking tour of the city. For Congress details

sce www.gbcongress.org. Contact Paul Gaywood on gaywood(@hotmail.co.

uk to book your place and hotel accommodation e

The next international stamp exhibition will be held in Singapore. from 11 to International
16 August, and marks the 50th anniversary of the country’s independence. exhibitions

The famous British Guiana One Cent Magenta stamp, which sold last vear
for £5.5 million, will be on show at the MonacoPhil 2015 exhibition in Monte

Carlo, from 3 to 5 December. The show will include the traditional exhibition
ol 100 world rarities, an exhibition of Polar philately, with particular emphasis
on Russian expeditions, as well as 80 postal administration and dealer stands.

FFor more details visit www. monacophil.cu.

The World Stamp Show-NY2016 will be held at the Javits Center in New
York (right) from 28 May to 4 June next vear. There will be some 3,800
competitive [rames with entries in all 13 FIP-recognised philatelic categories.
For the first time, first day cover exhibits will be accepted under the
Experimental Exhibiting Group. For show information see www.ny2016.org.

A General World Stamp Exhibition, Philataipei 2016, will be held at the
World Trade Centre, Taipei, Taiwan, from 8 to 13 October next vear. It is
organised by the Chung Hwa Post and Chinese ‘Taipei Philatelic Federation o

.............. D A

2015 is a year of many anniversaries commemorated by exhibitions and Stamp-related

events. Stamps marking the 800th anniversary of Magna Carta go on sale exhibitions

on 2 June (see page 308 A Magna Carta exhibition  called
Law, Liberty, Legacy is on at the Britsh Library until
[ September. Visit www.bluk/magna-carta tor details,

A commemorative sheet marking the bicentenary of the
birth of Anthony Trollope  novelist, travel writer and Post
Office employee  was assued on 24 April. A Britsh Librarm
display, focusing on Trollope’s approach to authorship. runs
until 7 June admission free.
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LL ARE EQUAL
BEFORE THE tAW !.
AND ARE ENTITLED
WITHOUT ANY L’li.‘
DISCRIMINATION TO

EQUAL PROTECTION

OF THE LAW.

UNIVERSAL DECLARATION

OF HUMAN RIGHTS. 1948

D N P N PV D P

MAGNA CARTA. 1215 ~ FOUNDATION OF LIBERTY
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The 200th anmiversary of the Battde of Waterloo will be celebrated on

18 June with six stamps see page 30, Unul 13 January 2016, visitors to the

state apartments at Windsor Castle can enjov a "Waterloo at Windsor”

themed tatl with a displan of prines, drawings and archive material

exploring the battle and s attermach, Objects onshow include Napoleon's

red cloak presented o King George TV, and letters written by the Duke of

Wellington and Napoleon. An exhibwion called Welhington: Trinmphs, »



"Alice in Wohderland
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British Postal Museum
& Archive

Politics and Passions can be seen at the Natonal Portrait Gallery, London
W2 near the Tratalgar Square Post Othee wnal 7 June. An online
exhibition of Waterloo artetacts is at wwwaaterloo200.org.

The Death of a Hero exhibittion, marking the 50th anniversary ol the
death of Sir Winston Chuarchill, is on show at Chartwell, his country home in
Kent, until 1 November. Included are plans for Churchills state funeral, a
photograph of the PM on VE Day signed by all members of the Roval Family
pictured with him, and the silent tvpewriter used by his secretaries so he
could dictate without being distracted by the noise. Visit www.nationaltrust.
org.uk/chartwell or phone 01732 868381 for information.

The Churchill's Scientists exhibition is at the Science Museum in London
untl 1 March 2016 and Churchill's birthplace, Blenheim Palace at
Woodstock in Oxfordshire, is hosting the Winston Churchill Exhibition
and Trail. Visit www.blenheimpalace.com or phone 01993 810530,

The 150th anniversary of the publication ol Alice s Adventures in 1 onderland
was commemorated by Roval Mail stamps in January. An exhibition called
The Alice Look, examining how Alice has influenced style and fashion over

the past 150 years, can be seen at the Victoria & Albert Museum of

Childhood, Bethnal Green, London E2 untl 26 September. Alice in
Cartoonland runs at the Cartoon Museum, 35 Little Russell Street, London
WCIA 2HH from 15 July until 1 November.

Stamps marking the 75th anniversary of the Battle of Britain go on sale
next month (see page 293). In March The Queen opened The Wing, a new
£3.5 million visitor centre at the Battle of Britain Memorial at Capel-le-
Ferne, Folkestone, Kent. The Centre is open to the public daily from 10am to
6pm until 30 September, then 10am to 4pm until 28 February 2016.

One of the stamps in the Great British Fashion set of May 2012 shows the
‘Black Raven’ dress designed by Alexander McQueen. This features in an
exhibition entitled Alexander McQueen: Savage Beauty at the Victoria &
Albert Museum in London until 2 August. On display are almost 250 exhibits
associated with the designer who died in 2010 o

............................................................................................................................................

The BPMA, located at Freeling House, Phoenix Place, London WCI, near
the famous Mount Pleasant sorting office, is open Monday to Iriday, 10am to
5pm (Thursdays until 7pm) and on Saturday 13 June (10am to 5pm, but
closed the following Monday). The BPMA archives will be closed from 1 to
12 June for stocktaking.

On show at Freeling House until 7 August is an exhibition marking the
175th anniversary of the Penny Black. This will include the registration sheet
of the Penny Black and other items of great philatelic importance.

Visit the BPMA website — www.postalheritage.org.uk — for details of the
Post Office in the Community exhibition at Blists Hill Victorian Town at
Madeley. Shropshire. Twenty-five BPMA exhibitions can be seen online,
including Aerial Post, regional stamps, Machins, David Gentleman, postal
vehicles and letter boxes.

Also see the website or the BPMA's Events Guide for details of the Archive
tour (17 June, 3pm); tour of the BPMA Museum Store (Debden, Essex, 1 June
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at 6pm, 3 June at lpm), ‘Pillar to Post’ London walking tours (21 June at
Ilam), and a talk, Letters from a Long Road (Phoenix Centre, 4 June at 7pm).
A charge applies to some events. Contact the BPMA for a copy of the Events
Guide: phone 020 7239 2570 or email info@postalheritage.org.uk.

The BPMA’s online shop offers a wide range of products, including
philatelic items, postcards, replica GPO posters and Mail Rail prints e
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The Spring 2015 issue of 7PO, the journal of the TPO & Seapost Society, Society news
includes features on the cessation of TPO services during the Second World o oR
War and their restoration afterwards, the Bristol Sorting Tender/Carriage, % —— i
‘GPO T (the first mobile post office, from 1936), and late fee mailings for “Anan| |

. . . v . - - 2 l
carriage by rail of letters destined for the USA. For details of the Society ® ;
contact Julian Jones, 19 Richmond Lane, Romsey SO51 7LB or visit www. : — |
tpo-seapost.org.uk. The Society will have tables at Stafford Stamp Show ===

(19 to 20 June) and Midpex (4 July) e
The Nene Valley Railway issued three new 25p stamps on 21 February  Railway letter stamps
featuring locomotives visiting the NVR for a ‘35A New England Winter Steam’

event: Nigel Gresley designed LNER 4-4-0 D49 Morayshire (from
the National Museum of Scotland), 0-6-2T Class N2 No 1744 (from
the Great Central Railway), and Hunslet 0-6-0ST Ring Haw,
formerly at Nassington Quarry (from the North Norfolk Railway).
The stamps were printed in sheets of nine containing three of each

NENE VALLEY RAILWAY
MAIL BY RARL

design in different se-tenant order, and priced at £2.25. First day
covers were serviced with each of the three se-tenant arrangements,
at £12 for the set of three covers.

A new 25p + 50p stamp was issued on 6 April to raise funds to
provide replica Victorian/Edwardian postman uniforms to be
worn by staff selling railway letter stamps on NVR trains. The stamp depicts a
postman in Victorian/ Edwardian uniform collecting mail from a posting box.

The stamp is printed in sheets of ten (price £7.50). The FDC bearing a single
stamp is £5. Minimum order: £5 plus £1 p&p. Enquiries: Nene Valley Raihvay
(Stamps), Wansford Station, Stibbington, Peterborough PE8 GLR.

The Festiniog Railway will issue a new stamp on 23 July to mark the 60th
anniversary of restoration of the line from Portmadoc (Porthmadog! to Boston
Lodge in 1955. The stamp, reproducing a painting
called The New Arrivals at Boston Lodge in 1923
by Edward Paget-Tomlinson, is printed in sheets o FESTINIOG RAILWAY COMPANY

S . ) = Raltezy Leftor Blamps tase NO. 88
of nine — price: £2.50 plus postage. Ovders and SR s

enquiries:  Festiniog  Railway  Letter - Service, ﬁ%m
Rosebank, 1 Kepax  Gardens,  Barbourne, emn il Fecs -
Worcester WR3 71LB. “ = “_ - % -

A new stamp is expected from the Talllvn %%%

Railway in July to mark the 150th anniversary of the T e e et T

Act of Parliament authorising the buldinge of the £ —
railway, Enquiriess Postmaster, Tahllvn Railway, [ Cowmtea
Whart Station, Ivwvn, Guvnedd L1306 YEY @ » e B
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Frivz Wieonir, who designed over 30 stamps hetween 1969 and 1981, died
m March aced 90, He was horn i Vienna and left Austra m Auneuast 1938
followed by Ins parents: lus grandpavents died mthe Holocaust, At just T he
was offered a place at St Maran's School of v In 19420 clasatied as a
Triendhy eneny alien. he went to work on the land, Tater getting an
appointment as a poster artist in Buckimghamshive, After the war he became
A reelance graphic artist and teacher ar St Maruns, He illustrated many
childven’s books including Enid Blvion's Chianstmas Story in 1950,

Has st stamps were the 1969 Chirisumas set, followed by 1970 Anniversaries
ade Od and Is odL 1971 Brinsh Anniversaries, 1972 General Anniversaries
Zp 197 Medieval Warriors, 1978 Cyeling, 1979 Chrisimas, 1981 Folklore
see Bulletin February 2015, page 1861 and 1984 European Parliament Elections.,
He also designed 70p and 90p stamp book covers in 1979, and telegram forms o

LorDd Masox or Barxseey, who died on 19 April 2015 (the day after his 91st
birthdayv, was the last surviving holder of the historic office of Postmaster
General (PMG albeit for only afew weeks in 1968, Roy Mason was born near
Barnsley and lett school at 14 1o become a miner. He worked his way up the
Miners’ Union and became mvolved in Labour politics. He was elected MP for
Barnsley in 1953 and represented the town until 1987, When Labour was
clected to government in 1964 Mason expected o become PMG, but the job
went to Tony Benn, N l;lsnlljnﬁ\x’(l the Board of Trade as Minister for Shipping,
later moving to Defence as a Minister for Procurement. In April 1968 he got the
Job he wanted as PNIG. In an interview with me in the Bulletin (October 2002),
he recalled that the PNIG had probably the best car of any government minister,
certainly the only one with a phone. During his short stay as PMG he was
involved with the colour of telephone boxes, size and bulk of telephone
directories, and an attempt to raise the 'T'V licence which caused a storm with
fellow ministers. He upset the Chancellor of the Exchequer over a postal union
pay dispute. He recalled being involved with proposed stamps to celebrate
Celtic as the first British team to win the European TFootball Cup.

After a few weeks he was promoted to the Cabinet as Minister of Power, but

he remained interested in postal aflairs and continued to collect FDCs, posting

new issues for Buckingham Palace and Houses of Parliament postmarks, and
getting many signed by dignitaries including the Prince of Wales.

Mason’s ume at the Ministry of Power was also short-hved with advancement
as President of the Board of Trade until Labour lost the election in 1970. Four
vears later he became Secretary of State [or Defence — the government job he
most enjoved - and then, from 1976 o 1979, Northern Ireland Secretary. His
hard-line approach meant that his home had a permanent police guard for
many vears. [ well remember the armed policemen when I visited Lord
Mason’s home to conduct the Bulletin interview.

Mason left the Commons in 1987 and was given a life peerage, speaking in
the Lords until old age and infirmity took their toll. He was a keen angler,
fervent pipe-smoker, and “cravatologist” (designer ol ties). Not impressed by the
tie I wore on the day of my visit, he later sent me a rather better one! Lord
Mason’s autobiography Paying the Price was published in 1999 o
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Alan Watson reports from Perth on
the 86th Scottish Philatelic Congress

PHILATELISTS  FROM ALL OVER SCOTLAND and some from further afield
gathered at the Dewars Centre in Perth for the Association of Scottish
Philatelic Societies” (ASPS) 86th Scottish Philatelic Congress. Some 33
dealers were present, and 160 frames of material were on display. Hosting the
Congress was Falkirk & District Philatelic Society, who marked their 50th
birthday this year with a special cover depicting Callendar House in Falkirk.
Inaddition to competitive frames, postcards and an open competition. exhibits
from a dozen societics showed a greater than ever range of collecting interests.

Speyside meets spyspeak For the first invited talk, Willie King showed ten
frames of material for the Tom Rielly Display. They covered two arecas
one display on Speyside postal history and one on correspondence to and
from Harry St John Philby, father of the famous spy Kim Philby. On Friday
night Willie gave an illustrated talk on the subjects linking them with the
theme of *the changing face of philately”,

At the civie reception, generously sponsored by Perth & Kinross Couneil.
provost Liz Grant welcomed philatelists 1o Perth. The Congress Dinner was
ollowed by an excellent talk from Guest ol Honour Douglas Muir, Senior
Ciurator Philately at the British Postal Museum & Avchive (BPMAL Douglas
talked on aspeets of Falkirk recorded in the BPMNLAL There was a lot of
information on pillar boxes, many of which were manufactured in the area.

and he disclosed that Falkirk has onvies streets arare Nigerian pattern hox. From top: 50th birthday cover
Various trophies were awarded for the Natonal Lxhibition, including ‘ \:\"‘\ '

ASPS Awards of Merit for Alfred and Edith Thorp Kirkeudbright PS5 s o &

Mavis Pavey (Germany and Colonies: and the late George Burney Hawick . Stewart Garaner of the
Stewart Gardiner was invited to sigin the Book of Scottish Philatelists, in - oo Stma GG Somey

recognition ol his contribution to - the advancement of Cinderella philateh

3 \telsts N an QO
and his work A General Hlustrated Catalogue of Exiebition and Erent Poster  hands over th
. . N ’ . to Paut M
Stamps to 1914, Douglas Muir hrought the second i ied display trom the

BPMAL Towas entided From the Avchives Something New,

The Congress closed with the AGM, where Jean Osborne handed over the
presidency to Paul MeGowan ot the Caledontan Philatelic Socieny the hosts
ol the 87th Coneress, which wall be held on 13 and 16 April 2010 @

Man Watson s Secretary of the ASPS



Historic victory

This month’s Battle of Waterloo issue plunges you into the smoke
and clamour of a confrontation that changed the course of history.
The Special Stamps set reveals the drama of every pivotal clash in
the battle while the Miniature Sheet salutes the troops who took part

| The defence of Hougoumont
| The chateau of Hougoumont was one of three garrisoned
| farms forming part of Wellington's line against Napoleon's

numerically superior forces at Waterloo on 18 June 1815. The |
| with this infantry assault by his Armée du Nord to take the

positioning of his troops behind a ridge and at the two other

farms, La Haye Sainte and Papelotte, gave Wellington a solid i

| defensive chain that the French emperor was determined to

smash. He sent his brother Jerome and 5,000 men to wipe

out Wellington's 1,500-strong garrison at Hougoumont.

But the British defended bravely, musketing their attackers
through fire holes they had punched in the walls of the farm.

@ 45th Infantry Regiment,
- IV Corps, Prussian Army
The soldiers of IV Corps bore the

Waterloo. It was in the vanguard
“‘ of the Prussian assault on

' Napoleon's flank, leading the
mission against the Emperor's
right rear at the strategic village

. /. of Plancenoit. During bitter street
; fi ghtmg that destroyed the village, a number of French

| cannon and several hundred prisoners were taken.

' The Scots Greys during the
' charge of the Union Brigade
| At 1pm Napoleon pushed his right flank under the

command of Count d'Erlon to Wellington's left, hoping

village of Mont St Jean. But the Scots Greys, with fellow
cavalry units the Royal Dragoons and Inniskilling Dragoons
- forming the Union Brigade — poured down the slope and
crashed into the French, slashing them with their sabres
and trampling them with their mounts as they went.

| S
’

brunt of the fighting for Prussia at | 3

.............................................................................................

s

© Light Infantry, King’s
German Legion,
Anglo-Allied Army

' The heroes of La Haye Sainte, the
Leglon soldiers formed a British
; Army unit, having volunteered to

§ fpght against Napoleon after his
| %3 > - forces had invaded and occupied
L 4 Hanover and a number of other
E

German states. Their defence of
j La Haye Sainte is legendary, but they also fought hard in
@ the orchard at the farm of Hougoumont.

o o o d
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NEW THIS MONTH: THE BATTLE OF WATERLOO

The French cavalry’s assault
on Allied defensive squares

During the assault against La Haye Sainte, some 4,000
French cavalry troops made charge after charge on
Wellington's line. His Allied forces formed up into
defensive squares and beat off the mounted attackers.

The capture of Plancenoit by the Prussians
Marshal Gebhard Leberecht von Bllicher's Prussian
armies had been arriving from the east in the afternoon,
forcing Napoleon to send large quantities of men to defend
the French position at the village of Plancenoit - a key
strategic point as it lay to the rear of the Emperor’s right
flank. But Plancenoit was later overrun by the Prussians.

f

|

The defence of La Haye Sainte |
by the King’s German Legion

Under furious fire from the French, the outnumbered King's
German Legion of Hanoverian troops held La Haye Sainte
farm for the entire afternoon of the battle until a shortage

of ammunition finally forced them to retreat and give up the
position to Bonaparte's men. !

\
>
= _,7-7'\."
ssasit”™ 0

' The French Imperial Guard’s final assault

Seeing Wellington's centre dangerously weakened by the
loss of La Haye Sainte, Napoleon sent his elite Imperial !

! Guard up the ridge to the Duke's line. The British, crouched
| inlong grass, bided their time, then fired into the advancing

!

French at extremely close range. The iImpernials broke and

i ran, pursued by the British and the Prussians. Order

Battle of Waterloo was lost for Napoleon, whose imperial

' dreams lay in bloody tatters on the fields of Belgium

----------------------------------------------------------------------- O

92nd Gordon
Highlanders,
Anglo-Allied Army

The Gordons” motto was ‘Steadtast'
and they proved their courage at

- Waterioo. When Napoleon's troops
attacked Welington's left flank, the

» men from the 92nd were ordered

. to meet them. The Gordons' assauilt
» scattered the leadmg ranks of the
French column, which was then pursued by the cavairy of
the Scots Greys. Legend has i that some of the Highlanders
were 80 keen 1o carry on the iight that they

o
S tO catch up w

ntched atift on

[',,..gu-‘;l_y,‘ i tho Groy ¢ '15‘!}“ neh.

Grenadiers, Imperial
Guard, French Army
The impenal Guard traced its ongins
to the small elite unit created in 1799
to act as Napoeleon's personal
2 ‘ \!'LA(l'dj. P"\/ 1814 they were 100,000

strong. Known as ‘The invincibies

these bearskin-wearing assauit
4 troOnD ARTD OHED KDt NAack m
< Uix WETE ONETH KO UAUR |
& reserve by Naj then depiove
it a vital moment. Such was his tachc n
Watertoo. But ther attack on Welington's centre was shattered
by A ed e T"v.\"‘."\",'?"""\‘ HE TWIK PRI @

Turn over for philatelic specifications »
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Battle of Waterloo Mini Sheet - Specifications Thr. prrear or Narontox and the destruction of
\ Four his cmpire is remembered i the new Battle of

Waterloo issue released for the 200th anniversary
ol this historic engagement. It features six stamps

that tell the story ol the bloody  day-long
1-.L~'nn‘ X 74mm

engagement i Belgium in the summer ol 1815;
Interational Securty Priters and a Mintature Sheet parades the soldiers of the
armies that ook part (see details of all stamp
images on previous pages). The issue includes a
PC"Q:J‘CPS. 14)\14. l)l'(‘.\'t‘l]lilli()l] l’il('k. l)l‘(‘slig(‘ Slill‘l][) l;()()k‘ Sl.‘u-np
Cards and Coin Cover, as well as special
handstamps. The 200th Anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo issue is released
on 18 June  the date of the clash that changed the world.

li

/
iy
l“"i <
|
Q

L

The stamps come in a range of values: two First Class, two /1 stamps and |
two at £1.52. The stamps feature classic paintings showing cavalry charges,

iy

infantry assaults and fierce hand-to-hand fighting. The Miniature Sheet
comprises First Class and £1.33 values. The Presentation Pack, written by ;
the Napoleonic era expert Professor Charles Esdaile, offers a visually rich
FD1518 CC analysis of the battle and its place in European history. It includes the story
of Napoleon's ‘Hundred Days™ after his escape from Elba, a timeline, and !

Battle of Waterloo Stamps - Specifications |

Date of issue 18 June l.l
Six ‘
Silk Pearce !

— S o S e Y

Landscape
60mm x 30mm

18/36 ;

International Security Printers

THE BATTLE OF

'ATERLCGO

18 JUNE 13!5

Lithography

vu

‘4*,‘; %‘ &
% :. 1 ;
%‘ - 1 PVA i
7 '“'~ @% : Perforations 14.5x 14.5 |
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Waterloo - Prestige Stamp Book panes

Pane 1 has the four Miniature Sheet values and shows
an oil study of an aide-de-camp’s military equipment.
Adjacent text explains the make-up of Wellington's army
—about a third of the 70,000 were Bntish and the rest came
from the Netherlands, Belgium, Nassau and Hanover.

Pane 2 carries four of the six Battle of Waterloo
stamps, set within part of a painting of the courageous

1st Foot Guards and Coldstream Guards defending the

fortified farm at Hougoumont against a French attack.

il

Battle of Waterloo - Prices Pane 3, with the remamning two first-ck
Stamp Set -2 x 1st, 2 x €1, 2 x £1.52 the Battle of Waterioo set, features a finely detailed

Miniature Shee

map engraving showing the strategic positioning of

the Allied, Prussian and French forces

Presentation Pack

e e e o o e e
First Day Cover Stamps/overseas £804T6 70 Pane 4 has eight mixed-value Machins with a central
L b s e M S i (e et I N
First Day Cover Miniature Sheet overseas £5.18 £4 3: label showing the fion from the Lion's Mound memorial
% SRee ke : 4 ) VS Aty Ti Aottt R
Prestige Stamp Book ©14 47 at the site of Waterioo. The ilustration portrays a
astige Stamp B Lig 4
By St Gron Hightander, an artileryman and two cavalrymen
Stamp Cards (set of 11) v'4 Q5
SlMmp-arce 8oL mspecting a pie of trophies taken from the French
Coin Cover ~ brithant uncirculated €5 coin; 6 St s C17.80 ; '

profiles of Wellington and the Prossian commander Gebhavd von Blucher,
Fhe Prestige Stump Book s a sumpruous 2 E-page souvenir of Waterloo €%

whove s ltexplains pohucal evens betore the battle and an hour-by-hour account

ol the tichtme, Ovders for Serviced Fiest Day Covers should reach Roval Mail at

ncode 1HDCDE @

Fallents Howse address on page 290 by 18 June, quoting Bul!
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The Magna Carta stamp issue marks the historic
document’s 800th anniversary and echoes national

celebrations of thi

s influential declaration of freedom

The NEw six-stamp Nagna Carta set features the document signed on 15 June

1215 by King John in the meadow of Runnymede, which continues to inspire
freedom movements around the world. The civil liberty declarations that it
influenced are also detailed on the stamps released on 2 June — including the
American Bill of Rights, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the

First-class Carta
Freebie alert for young collectors! Every primary
school in Britain is being sent a souvenir copy of
Magna Carta and a timeline wall chart and guide that
follows 800 years in the struggle for civil liberties.
This facsimile of the 1215 edition of Magna Carta,
now kept at Salisbury Cathedral, features easy-to-
follow annotations that
simply explain the
document’s key clauses.
Many learning
resources, linked to key
stages of the National
Curriculum, are available
online, from the Magna
Carta Trust at www.
magnacarta800th.com/
schools and from the British Library at www.
bl.uk/magna-carta/teaching-resources.
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Charter of the Commonwealth (see the philatelic
preview on page 263 in May’s Bulletin).

Over eight centuries the influence of the Magna
Carta, with its 63 historic clauses supporting the
cause of civil freedom, has been enormous. So it is
only fitting that commemorative events are taking
place in the UK throughout the year to mark its
signing by John. Magna Carta was effectively a
peace treaty between the king and the rebellious
barons he met in the meadow at Windsor.

The agreement arose after nobles in the north of
England and East Anglia rebelled in 1214 against
John's taxation plan to fund a campaign to recover
his territories in Normandy. They refused to pay
the king’s levies. When London went over to the
rebels, the barons then had enough power to force

John to negotiate. And Magna Carta was born.

Yet Magna Carta was so much more than a
peace deal between the powerful. Italso established
for the first time that a king was subject to the law
as much as the next man, and not above it; that
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there were limitations on the MAGNA CARTA ! Dol _
) : CHARTER or LIBERTIES o o Mo nifeils
monarch’s behaviour. Indeed = et piatomr=tin = 1215, o e
G 3 5 i .-—-d--#_ﬂ_‘-'!*"‘" pchiopri e :m—,—;‘——nn—:
the Royal Mail issue (in the e T s T S Lo e b
e 4 5 PP X Lo Trerrla B + sy et 30 o ol 8 e e of Lew,
N . T (¥ s smsema #5050 e =] @4 b wa. {0 ndusbion, bowvess, dhunssed mem of
Presentation Pack written by Ko T = mmaos  Rsatoesisgeneas
> 3 au—l-l—"':": .':2::-'«‘-:?::3:""“; == ::-*—.ﬂ:hht:
the leading medieval England """T""‘::—_-;,,-'--::,;mr'"“"“ e o T
o S ey e o wa ™ o o e ol ke e it
expert Professor Nigel Saul) e ST e BT T
reveals the document’s enduring =
importance and the significance

of the freedoms it enshrined.
Even today some of the freedoms

. i ) “’.--h-ﬂv'-:"“
remain on the statute books, such e e e e i et & A
) it iind
as those from Magna Carta’s 39th et AT
and 40th clauses, establishing o L . s
e D T R
that no person will be imprisoned e——— e Smmemiemm
: B e et ety o Aot
or have his land taken away unless TN Sesimi i i e e s e TS
’ : i e o i Moo & ) i I
by the law and judged by his peers. e 3 i |
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And the Magna Carta remains ~~“—'E_*:-:.:.;‘:&':.«-_—':‘-_?;_—_—_‘: e e !
s ‘ e -'—-&ua-:l-l-"-’:_"“ﬁ,_u-a-—u“'o_: = pesn |
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constitution; its noble principles p—— fommTns |
are echoed in the US constitution , : T EmTEE=s ;
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and other constitutions across the B ]
world. Britain’s 1689 Bill of Rights —os A TRl
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Magna Carta, with its advocation : :‘
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of civil liberties, such as the freedom e T ] —_——

of speech in Parliament. The US *
I

Bill of Rights’ indebtedness to the Opposite: the Magna Carta

Magna Carta is clear in its fifth amendment, which states that no person — Stamps reieased on 2 June
should be “deprived of life, liberty, or property without due process of law”.  Above the Magna Carta
The very wording has its roots in the 39th clause of Magna Carta @ issuais Prasentauce Reck

Magna Carta events 2015

1 June-31 August Exhibition: Magna Carta and the
Changing Face of Revolt, Palace Green Library,
Palace Green, Durham.

9 June Magna Carta Citizenship Ceremony, Salisbury
Cathedral, 6 The Close, Salisbury.

13-14 June Magna Carta 800 medieval festival, Royal
Windsor Racecourse, Maidenhead Road, Windsor,
10am to 6pm. Jousting, medieval encampment, a
history tent with speakers, falconry.

1 August-30 September Exhibition. The Impact of
Magna Carta on the Way We Live, Supreme Court,
Parliament Square, London

Until 1 September Exhibition: Law, Liberty, Legacy,

features some of history’s most influential documents,
including the British Library’s Magna Cartas, the US
Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights.
Until 20 September Exhibition: Marks of Genius,
Bodleian Library, Broad Street, Oxford. Oxford's
‘Gloucester’ Magna Carta will be on display.

25-29 September Cartmel Priory Magna Carta 800
festival, Cartmel, Cumbria. Medieval encampment and
tournament, flower show, son et lumiere.

Until 30 September Exhibition: Magna Carta: icon
of Justice - Pledge of Freedom, Hereford Cathedral,
Cathedral Close, Hereford.

Until 31 December Exhibition: Magna Carta:

Freedom Under Law, Chertsey Museum, 33
British Library, 96 Euston Road, London. The exhibition  Windsor Street. Chertsey
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Words ,
on stamps Decent type We reveal the visual power of the

printed word to create stunning stamp issues

Roval Mail is famous for stamp designs that use exquisite art. or glorious
photography. But as the new Magna Cartacissue shows, with s excerpts from
historic documents, we should not underestimate the ability of typography to
entertain and inform even at postage stamp size. So we have delved into the
archives for stamps with lettering that either plays a star vole or adds an extra

dimension to the artwork — handwriting, print, maps, manuscripts and more. ...
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What are your favourite words on stamps? \\o welcome views and any memornes evoked by deving back
into modern UK stamp history. Just email imbutleting@rocketmail. com or write to the address on page 293. You can

LIS 4

jog your memory by viewing all Royal Mail Special Stamps from the fast 50 years at www.rmspecialstamps
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BRITISH PHILATE!L BULLETIN

[ hus month in history

John Holman looks back 40 years to a bright and breezy
issue of Special Stamps that was anything but plain sailing

FORTY YEARS AGO, on 11 June 1975, the Post Office issued one of its more
interesting sets of Special Stamps. The four-stamp Sailing issue, marking the
bicentenary of the Roval Thames Yacht Club and the centenary of the Royal
Yachting Association, comprised: Sailing Dinghies (7p), Racing Keel Boats
(8p). Cruising Yachts (10p) and Multihulls (12p). The set was designed by
Andrew Restall, who first came to fame with his Forth Road Bridge stamps
in 196+4. Restall’s bold and colourful designs were popular with Stuart Rose,
the Post Office design chief who devoted two pages to this issue in his 1980
book Roval Mail Stamps; Restall’s unused designs for the issue featured on
the dust jacket of the book. Rose described Restall as “a designer who was well
informed on printing techniques and was adventurous enough in his approach
to design to be able to produce some innovatory, if not revolutionary, ideas’.
The Sailing stamps were printed by Harrisons in photogravure and
recess (intaglio) — the first time Harrisons had done so in a single run using
its famous Jumelle machine. The end results should have been rather
impressive but production coincided with industrial disputes in the printing
industry, and this affected not only the quality of print but also the numbers
produced. The recess printing was particularly affected and outlines, waves
and rigeing were often partially lost. The black recess colour is known
totally missing on 10p stamps, but the numbers found make this a rather
inexpensive missing colour error compared to many others. The 7p and 12p
stamps were printed in five photogravure colours, the 8p in six and the 10p
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THIS MONTH IN HISTORY

STUART ROSE

Royal Mail Stamps

a survey of British stamp design
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in four, and all with gold for The Queen’s silhouette and black recess
printing. The Stanley Gibbons GB Specialised Catalogue notes that the
printing of the 10p value was interrupted because the orange colour was
unstable and could be rubbed off. For the second printing, a sealer was
added, which resulted in a paler, duller orange. Stamps from the two
printings are priced the same in the catalogue; stamps from the first
printing are found in the Presentation Pack.

About 200 copies of the 8p with missing recess black are known,
including one on a first day cover with Bury St Edmunds postmark. About
50 8p stamps exist with missing gold, the result of a dry print. The 12p
exists with missing phosphor, and with the rose colour omitted in the sails.
Over 1,000 copies are believed to exist, making it one of the cheapest
missing colours. The 12p also exists with rose and black colours partially
omitted. Tivo constant varieties are listed in the Specialised Catalogue on the
7p stamp and four on the 10p value.

Post Office first day covers were serviced with the Philatelic Bureau
postmark, and the Bulletim announced a one-ofl” *First Day of Issue’
postmark [or Weymouth. Covers exist with Bureau postmark and “Arphila
75 Paris’ exhibition cachet, and sponsored special handstamps for the
Royal "Thames Yacht Club (London SW1) and Roval Dorset Yacht Club
(Weymouth). Covers were also posted to receive relevant local postmarks;
the one for Cowes, Isle of Wight was popular and highly priced in FDC
catalogues. A presentation pack was available, as was a stamp card sold at
5p) reproducing just the 8p stamp.

Supplies of the 12p stamp sold out shortly atter issue, while the other
values remained on philatelic sale unal 10 June 1976, Owinge o the
production problems, the numbers sold are vather less than tor other issues
ol the time, ranging from 2.5 million of the 12p o 17 million of the 7p fiest
class UK letter rate stamp. Some 125,610 presentation packs were sold.

The June 1975 issue of the Bulletin made much ol the printing of the
stamps by two processes, and also included features on vacht and dingha
racing, and notable sathing anniversaries o

Top: Stuart Rose's book
Roval Mai Stamps featured
the velopment of

¢

design de
N
the Sailing issue

Above: the 1975 Buk
teature about Sailing stamps
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Fig 1 Fig2

Fig 1 1878 issue - the first
1ssue of special envelopes
for the registration of coin

Fig 2 Registration envelopes
were often used for mail to
foreign countries - this one
was sent to Germany, with no
street address

Fig 3 A fresh compensation
schedule pasted over an
outdated version

Fig 4 Combined registration
fee and postage stamps were
introduced in 1902

Fig 5 1995 waterproof, plastic
registration envelope

Fig 6 In 2004 the stamp was
replaced with a simple device
to indicate postage was paid

From its beginnings in 1878, Colin Baker traces
the history of guaranteed delivery service

IN THE 191H CENTURY large numbers of people worked away [rom home in
factories located in big towns and cities. They would send part of their wages
back to their families by enclosing coins in a cheap envelope. Banks were for
the very rich, postal orders were vet to be created and bank notes were usually
too high in value for the small sums being posted. All too often, therefore, the
coins would fall out of these cheap envelopes and would be found in mailbags,
leading to the Post Office being accused of stealing people’s cash.

The registration of letters had been available from the early days of the
postal service, though they often guaranteed nothing but a signature on
delivery, and certainly no recompense for loss of contents. In any case the
additional cost of registering a letter was beyond anything that could be
afforded by the working classes.

The Post Office had to do something, and in 1878 it introduced prepaid
registration envelopes, a service we now know as guaranteed delivery. These
tough envelopes, made from stout reinforced paper, could not burst open and
if they were lost in the post the Post Office would pay the sender compensation.
The registration fee payable, in addition to the normal postage cost, was set
at 2d, a small enough sum that most ordinary working people could afford.

For reasons that are not completely clear today, the Post Office decided that
the new envelopes would carry a 2d stamp for the basic registration fee only.
The normal cost of postage would have to be paid with adhesive stamps. The
registration stamp was placed on the envelope flap where there was no paper
reinforcement and hence no undue wear on the embossing dies. The envelope

314

P o —




VOLUME 52 JUNE 2015

BAKER'S A-Z OF POSTAL STATIONERY

design put this stamp on the reverse once the
envelope was sealed. Changes in the position of
this stamp were made at the end of the 19th
century, but it was not until the King Edward VII
registration envelopes were issued that a combined
postage and registration fee embossed stamp was
used, positioned on the front of the envelope.

The amount of compensation payable for loss or
damage changed as the registration fees changed.
In the era of Queen Victoria this was often printed
on the backs of registration envelopes, but the
continual changes made to compensation schedules
meant that many envelopes had o have revised
tables of compensation charges pasted over
outdated information. This practice put an undue
burden on postmasters in busy post offices, and it
came to a stop at the end of Queen Victoria's reign
when users were referred to the Post Office Guide
for the latest information.

Throughout the 20th century there were few
changes to registration envelopes and the service
continued to be popular and widely used. Today the
service has been extended, becoming a guarantee
of delivery by a specific time in addition to giving
security to users. The old-fashioned reinforced paper
envelopes have been replaced by plastic ones with
self=seal flaps, though modern prepaid envelopes are
no longer sold over the counter and have to be
ordered from Post Office stores, either online at
shop.royalmail.com/special-delivery-guaranteed
or through your local Post Office counter o
Next i Baker’s A 1o . of Postal Stationery: H is for
Halfpenny Post. Colm Baker is Secrctary of the Postal
Stationery Soctely. He welcomey enquaries about the Soctety
by email at pss.secretary(@ gmail.com.
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A 2015 B4

Above: building the Royal Mail
stand; inside the Business
Design Centre; the philatelic
counter at the Royal Malil
stand; the exhibition logo used
on special postmarks

A show to remember

London 2015 Europhilex was a stamping success

AROUND 13,500 peorLE took the opportunity of celebrating their shared
interest in stamps by visiting the recent four-day London 2015 Europhilex.
The atmosphere was lively and congenial, with Islington’s Business Design
Centre lit by spring sunshine for much of the time and many languages to be
heard as various study groups and philatelic friends met up along the galleries.

Highlights of the event included a huge display area containing more than
1,500 frames of competitive exhibits and winning displays from the thematic
arm of London 2015 held a week earlier in Essen, Germany.

In the remarkable Club de Monte-Carlo exhibition of ‘Philatelic Events
That Changed The World’, pride of place was given to original designs for
the Penny Black, the world’s first adhesive postage stamp issued in May
1840. Marking its 175th anniversary was the limited-edition exhibition
issue of Royal Mail’s Penny Black Miniature Sheet, which was in great
demand. Other popular choices for first day covers with the daily special
Europhilex souvenir postmarks were the Royal Mail First World War 1915
Special Stamps and Post & Go Heraldic Beasts @
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mps.org; Paul Elmes; Dane Garrod

VOLUME 52 JUNE 2015 IN PICTURES: LONDON 2015 EUROPHILEX

Clockwise from top left:
Patrick Maselis opens
‘Philatelic Events That
Changed The World'; Marcus

James gives a seminar on
stamp design; a young
collector in the Stamp Active
youth area; Alan Holyoake's
Grand Prix-winning display;

Palmares

e Grand Prix d'Honneur - Best in show

James Peter Gough for ‘The UPU and its Impact on Global Postal Services..

» Grand Prix National

Alan Holyoake, ‘Secured Delivery Leading to the Introduction of UK Registration
of Internal, External and Transit Mail 1450-1852",

« Youth Philately Best in Class

Hanna Pilpipovich, ‘On the 100th Annwversary of the Romanov Series’.

the Royal Mail stand; philatelic
exhibits area; Willkam Doherty
and Pritpal Mann talk with
Butietin pnzewinner Roger
Hawkins; Rcger meets
Andrew Hammond and Martyn
Fry at the exhibition, after his
guided tour of Royal Mail's

4 e N
Special Handstamp Centre
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Orders and enquiries

The British Forces
Philatelic Service

BFPS

The Oid Post Office

Links Place

the

Fife KY9 1AX

www.bfps org uk
{Cheques payable BFPS CiC
Postage and packing is free
for UK/BFPO addresses.)

. Cover producers wishing
! to announce a recent or
forthcoming cover should

|

{ submit copy of up to 75 words |

| and a high-resolution image

i of the cover. Announcements
| are published at the discretion
| of the Editors.

' Send submissions for August
| Bulletin by 3 July to the address
: on page 290 or by emailto

| mbulletin@rocketmail.com.

Waterloo hat trick
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COMMEMORATING THE 200
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COMMEMORATING THE 2007 ANNIVERSARY OF THE CHARGE OF

THE ScoTs GREYS ~-
AT THE DATTLE OF WATEALOO 38
18 JUNE 18153 —
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The British Forces Philatelic Service
(BFPS) marks the 200th anniversary of the
Battle of Waterloo with a set of three
commemorative covers for release on 18 June.
To produce these handsome covers, the BFPS
has worked in partnership with the Waterloo
200 Committee, the Headquarters of The Royal
Logistic Corps and the Headquarters of the
Royal Scots Dragoon Guards.

Two of the covers bear the new Special

| Stamps from the Royal Mail Battle of Waterloo

issue, and each one is cancelled with a unique

| handstamp. They depict various battle scenes

| and use images taken from painting by notable
| artists: Wellington at Waterloo by Robert

Alexander Hillingford; The Resupply of

318

Ammunition by the Royal Waggon Train to
Hougoumont Farm on the Afternoon of 18 June
1815 (colloquially referred to as ‘Powder and

| Shot' and currently in the Officers’ Mess at

{ Grantham) by Charles Stadden; and ‘The
Charge of The Royal Scots Greys' by Lady
Elizabeth Butler.

‘An epic and important battle such as
Waterloo deserves commemorating in a special
way and we believe that BFPS has done that
with the release of these covers,’ says
Lt Col Denis Dillon, Joint Managing Director of
| the British Forces Philatelic Service.

Price: £6 for the unsigned version and £12 for
| signed versions (details of high-profile signatories
to be announced at www.bfpa.org.uk) @
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WIN! WIN! WIN!

Wise words \Win a new issue with our clever quiz on wordy stamps
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O FREE MAN 9 EE, <N
SHALL BE SEIZED > IS 1 b
OR IMPRISONED... 3
i EXCEPT BY THE 1 : eeket) §
LAWFUL JUDGEMENT 4
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THE LAW OF THE LAND. 3 -a n
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Worps Quiz The new Magna Carta issue shows
tracts from famous declarations of freedom, so
this month our quiz is all about stamps featuring
the written word. Get all the answers write (sorry)
and you could win the new issue’s Presentation
Pack and a Royal Mail Presentation Pack album.
1 What word describes the cat on this 1998
stamp commemorating the centenary of Edward
Lear’s death?

a Loony b Lovely ¢ Leary

2 What location was the focus of the 1991
Ordnance Survey stamps?

a Ham Street b Coronation Street ¢ Sesame Street

which [amous English ‘roval’ town?

a Bracknell b East Grinstead ¢ Windsor

4 \What beastice is described on this stamp from
the 1996 Robert Burns issue?

a L.ouse b Mouse ¢ Grouse

................................................

NAME THAT Stame ['rom
the detail shown left
identify the stamp’s

.......

value, the name of

the stamp issue and
the vear ollissue,

f PN
! Prize draw rules and regulations 1 #
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3 The Magna Carta was signed in a meadow near |

. February solutions and winners /) [yt l 1

How to enter Send vour answers, marked "Words
Quiz’ or "Name That Stamp’, to Bulletin Draws,
Tallents Hou.\(. 21 South Gvle Crescent. Edinburgh

- EH12 9PB or email to rmbulletin(@ rocketmail.com.
| Closing date 10 July 2015. The first correct entries
| drawn in cach section after the closing date win the

Magna Carta Presentation Pack and Roval Mail

- album, shown below. Four runners-up win stamps.
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March solutions and winners 5r1dgcy Biainteaser

La, 2¢, 3b, da. Haneners E Emeryv: K Ruflell;

D Squires: M Taurw: D Hughes, Name T hat
Stamp Tees Transporter Bridge, First Class, 2015,
Hnren R Savers: D Boweock: A Domenict:

S Brennan: ) Baldwin

IS are open o« TS QO TE anC OVl axoet ampkoves 0val Ma T 1. thy X% S
| and mmecdtate famdes 2 Responabéty cannot be aeoep?t 1 COMIete. G o O X A o ook e
| recegt 3 Prees nuist be & as offered; they @e not o @ &0 N - = P ; :
applicable, i not nchided. 4 Winnars &e notfied withay 28 aay tated. 8 For p 4 . i A
senciers of the first comact entrias drawn at tandom Dy a for th na v 6 Pyom ; ¢
No come “(‘!hl‘l‘\l 3 will be entered M. 7 & g s 8 e Dt { e b
) substite a prce Oof euat oF greater vaue d e { ™ , "
withiout NOBCE ~q\.u~x‘- Bamnes & WValaDR S O Osag date: send an SALE 10 The ta )
vie Crescent, Exmburgh EHY12 GP8 The pramoter & Fova Mad ( i 0 Vi 1 Emb



SOCIAL PHILATELY ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH PHILATELIC SOCIETIES

Looking forward to Leeds

| i ]
Collectors gathering at The Queens hotel (above left)
can explore local attractions including Temple Newsam
House (above) and the superb shopping centre
including the Victoria Arcade (far left). The Congress
Banquet takes place at the Royal Armouries (left).
Yvonne Wheatley (above) is Chairof Congress. Find

A\ further details and programme at www.gbcongress.uk

o 10 9 August 2015

The Philatelic Congress of Great Britain is organised
annually by the Association of British Philatelic Societies (ABPS).
It offers a great chance to meet fellow collectors in an informal
atmosphere and to enjoy a wide range of displays and expert talks.

Now is the time to book for the 97th Congress, which begins
on the first Thursday of August at The Queens hotel, Leeds. This
four-star landmark hotel is right next to Leeds railway station, so
rail travel is recommended. The host association is the Leeds
Philatelic Society, which was founded in 1890 — the

year chosen as the theme of the Congress and also the year in
which the Uniform Penny Post celebrated its Golden Jubilee. “ ll |‘ “‘“

To book for Congress 2015 or to find out details about the
programme of events, call Paul Gaywood on 01772 713917 or
email gaywood@hotmail.co.uk or visit www.gbcongress.uk e 977709537811008
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