


My Stamps Were 

SOLD BY 

GREG MANNING 

AUCTIONS 

Sounds nice. And you can rely on the fact that the 

financial results will be nice too. 

Today's high market, added to our superior catalogue 

production, professional lotting , and wide catalgue distribu­

tion all combine to make the sale of your stamps by Greg 

Manning Auctions a logical choice for you when you de­

cide to sell. 

And our very competitive commission rates mean more 

money in your pocket-less in ours. ''Sold by Greg Manning 

Auctions" doesn't only sound nice, it makes a lot of sense. 

GREG MANNING AUCTIONS, INC. 
76 South Orange Ave. 

South Orange, N. J. 07079 
Telephone: (20 I) 762-7660 

'' TM f'rm collector• rely on'' 

The Collectoni Club Phllatellst ts publU.hed bl·monthly (Jan., Mar., May, July, Sep t., Nov.) by the Collec· 
tor• Club, Inc., Z2 East 35 Street, New York, N. Y. 10016. Annual Subscription Rates: - $15.00; S1.50 for non ­
protl t lnstl tu tlona. Individual copies - $3.00 ea. 

C The Collectora Club, Inc., 197f 
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WE WANT TO BUY! 
We want to buy any and all worth-while philatelic material! 
Collections, large and small, Accumulations, Dealers' Stocks, Specula­
tors' Holdings, Single Rarities, Covers are all desired. 

We want to buy for immediate cash to any amount! We know values 
and in today's st rong market we expect to pay for fair value. Our check 
in full will be sent or handed to you immediately a transaction is con­
cluded. 

If you prefer sale by auction, then our auction firm will give you match­
less service. You may have an immediate interest-free cash advance. 
We make a simple commission charge of 20% on realization with no 
lotting fees, no illustration fees, in fact no hidden charges of any kind. 
You receive full payment on settlement date, within five weeks from 
date of sale. 

It pays to deal with an acknowledged leader in the field. We consistently 
sell a greater dollar value than any other auction dealer in the country 
(Last year over $3,776,000.00) and we constantly achieve many record 
prices . It costs you no more and it could mean more dollars in your 
pocket. 

Don't forget! The present market is very strong but no one can tell 
how long it will last. There is such a thing as overstaying the market; 
something a realistic owner should consider. 

Write or phone us about anything you may have to offer. If warranted 
by bulk and value we can make arrangements to call on you personally, 
wherever you are. 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL, INC. 
120 EAST 56th ST. NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 

PHONE (212) 753-6421 
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What does 

the ASDA 

mean to you? 

Here are eight beneficial answers: 
1. Every member of the American Stamp Dealers Association has signed a 

Code of Ethics and Pledge to promote fair trade practices and good rela­
tions with the public, assuring the collector of the highest standards of 
ethics in all their dealings. 

2. ASDA members offer a medium for trade through the outright purchase 
or sale of individual stamps, covers and collections or by conducting public 
auctions, or both. 

3. The ASDA disseminates accurate and reliable philatelic information to the 
collecting fraternity either through the medium of the public press or by 
private means. 

4. The ASDA and its members individually, assist recognized agencies of the 
government in the prosecution of law violations relating to philately. 

S. The ASDA and its chapters hold annual exhibitions for the benefit of the 
hobby, to promote and encourage new collectors and educate the public 
at larae. 

6. Advice and counsel is available from the members with respect to all 
aspects of collecting and particularly with respect to purchase or sale of 
valuable properties. 

7. The ASDA has recommended a code of conditions for the conduct of 
public auctions. 

8. The American Stamp Dealers Association together with the American Phil­
atelic Society has formed a joint Expertization Committee which for the 
first time in the history of philately offers the collector and dealer alike 
a group of experts in every field of collecting who can authenticate rare 
stamps with a certification of their true state. 

AMERICAN £ STAMP 

DEALERS ASSOCIATION, INC. 
147 W. 42nd St., NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036 
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Just in case ... 

You would like to sell 

your TREASURES, Nat­

urally at TOP PRICES. 

Why not make use of 

our services. 

EDGAR MOHRMANN 
& co. 

well known a ll over 

the world 

We have annually two large auctions, 1.e. m April and October. 

Suitable material can be placed until 

31st January for Spring Auction 

31st July for Fall Auction 

High-class collections and singles from all spheres of philately are 

always offered in our auctions or bought outright. 

Catalogues are available at $3 . - to cover postage and packing. 

EDGAR MOHRMANN & CO . 
The prirtner for ambitious customers. 

Grosser Burstah 19 

H A MBURG 11 / G ermany 

Cables: ED M ORO 
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BOSTON POSTMARKS TO 1 890 
by 

Maurice C. Blake & Wilbur W. Davis 

* Our Quarterman facsimile reprint of the 1949 edition of this title makes this 
valuable work, originally printed as a limited edition, available to the postal his­
torian and collector. The 392-page, hard bound voume contains approximately 300 
different Boston postmarks, cancellations, and auxiliary markings. Postal history from 
colonial da ys to the latter portion of the 19th century is also included. 

$30.00 

THE POSTAGE STAMPS AND 

POSTAL HISTORY OF CANADA 
by 

Winthrop S. Boggs 

* Originally published in 1945 , Boggs' two-volume set has been to many the 
"' Bible" of Canadian philately and has become a rare and expensive collector's 
item. Quarterman has made this monumental work available once again, with 
Volume I in its entirety and those sect ions of Volume 11 dealing with the organi­
zation of the Canada Post Office and the design, paper and plate makeup of the 
stamps themselves. This 912-page. hard bound volume also contains a section of 
corrections a nd additions, comiled from the author's personal copy of the original 
edition. A necessity for all Canada collectors. 

$40.00 

CANADIAN POSTAGE STMPS AND STATIONERY 
by 

Clifton A. Howes 

* More than 60 years after its original publication , Howes' information and 
approach retains its value. This 312-page Quarterman edition is an unabridged 
reproduction of the original; a new foreword Jias been add ed . The 14 illustrated 
plates, inserted loosely into the original edition, are included as a special signature 
at the back of this volume. 

$30.00 

All Three Books Postpaid from: 

QUARTERMAN PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
5 SOUTH UNION STREET 

LAWRENCE, MASSACHUSETTS 01809 
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WANTED 

IMPORTANT GENERAL COLLECTIONS 

SINGLE RARITIES 

as well as 

BIG SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS 

either for cash purchase 

or to be broken up for our next international auction sale 

for which we are going to prepare again our famou s 27 ,000 

catalogues 

Please get in touch with 

CORINPHILA 8023 Z U R I C H (Switurland) 

Babnbofstrasse 102 P.O.B. 
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MINKUS ALBUMS COVER THE WORLD 

2-POST 

All Americon ...................... 7.95 
Afghoniston, lron-PMsia .. 14.45 
Albonio & Bulgo rio ............ 21 .30 
Argentino, Uruguay .......... 14.50 
Austrio .................................. 15.95 
Belgium & C olonies .......... 28.50 
Bolivio, Poroguoy ................ 20.70 
Brozil ···························-······· I 0.35 
British Africo ·············-······· 29 .35 
British A merico .................... 25.50 
Indio ( Br. Asio I) .............. 22.50 
British Asio II ...................... 42.70 
British Europe & Ireland .... 14.85 
British Oceonio .................. 23 .50 
Chile, Peru .......................... 13 .00 
Chino .................................... 14.50 
C olum bio, Ponomo 

& Conol Zone ................ 21.45 
Costo Rica, Nico ra guo ...... 15.40 
Dominicon Rep ., Ho iti ...... 10.15 
Czechoslovokio ............... ..... 17.75 
Ecua dor, Venezue lo ............ 19.45 
Ethiopio-liberio ................ 13 .20 
Fron ce .................................. 13 .20 
French C ommun ity I .......... 32.00 
French C ommunity II ........ 32.00 
Germany & C olonies ........ 20.95 
Greece .................................. 15.80 

3-RING 

Combodio, Loos, Vietnam .. 20.50 
Conodo ........... - ................ -... 9 .80 
Europo .............. .................... I B.75 
Freedom from Hunger ...... 7 .00 
Ireland ..................... _....... .... 7.95 
lsroel Singles ................ ...... 8 .40 
lsroel Tob Singles ........ ...... I 0 .50 
Israel Tob Blocks ................ 18.75 
lsroel Plote Blocks .............. 20.25 
Israel Postal Stotionery .... 7.65 

2-POST 

Guatemolo, Honduros, 
El Salvador ............... ---··· 18.50 

Hungary ................................ 17 .50 
Independent Africa ............ 41 .25 
Indonesia-Philippines 

-Howoii .......................... 15. 15 
lroq, Jordon, Lebanon , 

Saudi Arobio · .................. 18.40 
I to Jy ·······-·····-....................... 12.25 
Italian C olonies .................. 9.20 
Jopon, Ryukyus .................... 21.25 
Korea-Thailand .................. 14.45 
Lu xembourg .......................... 9.15 
Mexico ............. ..................... 10.45 
i>)onoco, Andorra .............. 16.75 
Mongolia .............................. I 0.75 
Netherlands & C o lonies .... 16.50 
Poland ...... .. .......................... 16.20 
Portugal & Colonies ........ .. 21 .60 
Romania ................................ 18.15 
Russia .................................... 27 .00 
Son Morino .. .. ... ................... 9 .00 
Scondinavio & 

Ba ltic C ountries .............. 19 .2u 
Spain & C olonies .......... .... .. 19.50 
T unisio, Libya, Morocco .... 17.00 
Turkey & Hotay .................. 13 .20 
U.A.R .. Egypt, Syria , 

Yemen ... .. ..................... ...... 2.50 
Yugoslavia .......... .................. 14.60 

3-RING 

Kennedy ..................... ........... 25.00 
Liechtenstein ........................ 10.45 
Medicine on Stomps ........ 12 .00 
Switzerland .......................... 11.15 
United Notions Singles .... 8 .75 
United Notions Imp. Singles 6.50 
Un ited Notions Imp. Blocks 13.45 
Vatican City ........................ 10.00 

These and all Minkus Publications are available at the stamp and coin department of these fine stores : 
Atlanta, Oa.-RICH'S. 
Baltimore, Md.-HUTZLER'S. 
Beverly Hills, Callf.-J . W. ROBINSON CO. 
Boston, Mass.-JORDAN MARSH CO. 
Chevy Chase, Md.-WOODWARD &. LOTH-

ROP. 
Chicago, Ill. - MARSHALL FIELD AND 

COMPANY. 
Cincinnati, Ohlo-POGUE'S. 
Cleveland, Ohio-HIGBEE'S. 
Columbus, Ohio-LAZARUS &. CO. 
Denver, Colo. - MAY D.F. 
Detroit, Mlch.-THE J. L. HUDSON COM-

PANY. 
Garden City, N. Y. - GIMBELS. 
Hartford, Conn.-0. FOX &. CO. 
Houston, Texas-FOLEY'S. 
Indianapolis, Ind. - L. S. AYRES &. CO. 
Loa Angeles, Calif.-J. W. ROBINSON CO. 
Milwaukee, Wla.-OIMBELS. ··­
Minneapolis, Mlnn.-DAYTON'S. 
New Orleans, La.-MAISON BLANCHE CO, 
Newport Beach, Calif. - J. W. ROBINSON. 

New York, N. Y.-OIMBELS. 
New York, N. Y.-GIMBELS EAST 
Omaha, Nebr.-BRANDEIS. 
Panorama City, Loa Angeles, Calif.-J. W . 

ROBINSON CO. 
Paramus, N. J.-OIMBELS. 
Pasadena, Callf.-J. W . ROBINSON CO. 
Philadelphia, Pa.-GIMBELS. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. - KAUFMANN'$. 
Portland, Ore. - MEIER &. FRANK. 
Richmond, va.-THALHIMER BROTHERS. 
Rochester, N. Y.-SIBLEY'S. 
San Antonio, Texaa-JOSKE'S OF TEXAS. 
San Diego, Calif. - THE MAY CO. 
San Francisco, Calif. - THE EMPORIUM 

DOWNTOWN. 
Seattle, Wash.-THE BON MARCHE. 
Skokie, 111.-MARSHALL FIELD AND COM -

PANY. 
St. Louis, Mo.-FAMOUS-BARR CO. 
Valley Stream, N. Y. - GIMBELS. 
Washington, D. C.-WOODWARD &. LOTH -

ROP. 
Yonkers, N. Y.-OIMBELS. 
327 



THE COLLECT OR S CL UB P HILA T ELIST, VOL. 53, NO. 6 
NEW 
1974-75 

Edition 
Available Now! 

216 Pages " 2400 Illustrations 

Often called the " Bible of the US/ BNA Stamp Collecting World ," the 
Harris US/ BNA is a "must" for ALL collectors! This is the most important 
edition in our more than 40 years of publishing this most w idely used 
Catalog. Compiled and ed ited by the experts of H.E. Harri s & Co ., Inc ., it 
has all these Features : • All major U.S. Postage and A irmail issues -
PLUS Special Delivery , Envelope Squares, Postal Cards, Off icia ls, Revenues, 
Postage Dues, Plate Blocks, Booklet Panes, L ine Pairs , First Day Covers, 
Mint Sheets, Zip and Mail Early Blocks and other popular specialt ies . 

• U.S. Possessions, Confederate States, United Nations plus Canada and 
Provinces. • Special Money -Saving offers plus albums, popular supplies 
and accessories. Fully illustrated Stamp Identifier and Glossary . 

AVAILABLE FROM YOUR DEALER OR BY MAIL 

-----------------------------' H. E. HARRIS & CO., INC., Catalog Dept. Boston, Mass. 02117 1 
I Please RUSH me, the NEW 1974-75 ED IT IO N o f your 2 16 page catalog, I 
I UNITED STATES STAMPS , U.S . POSSESSIO NS, UNITED NATIONS, I 
I PLUS CANADA & PROVINCES, includ ing the U .S. Stam p Ident ifier , I 
I etc. I am enclos ing $1 .50 p lus 50it postage and hand l ing. I 
I Name I 
I I I Address I 
I City, State, Zip I 
~------------------------------J 
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DO YOU RECEIVE THE BEHR'S 

NET PRICE CATALOG? 

IF NOT, ASK FOR IT! 

THIS IS THE REASON: 

This autumn, an accumulation of first class world ra rit ies will 

be offered in this catalog which will contain 50 pages of 

photos and will include the following: 

FRANCE - 5 copies of the rare I F Vermilion, also hundreds 

of rare classics and modern issues. 

FRENCH COLONIES - Most of the rare items of French 

Colonials. 

MONACO - Forerunners, on and off covers, the SF 

Charles Ill , also Scott B 18, etc. 

EUROPE - Classics and Modern , namely BELG IUM, GR. 
BRITAIN, ITALIAN STA TES, LU XEMBOU RG , THE 
NETHERLANDS, SW ITZERLAND and TUR KEY. 

BRITISH COL. - Early issues, main ly C anada, C eylon, Br. 
Guyana , Mauritius, etc. 

U. S. A. - A selection of rare Local Ca rriers on covers, also 

the other issues. 

OVERSEAS - Rarities of Argentina & other S. A merican 

countries , Japan, etc. 

Please Write to: 

BERNARD BEHR 
26, Av. de l'Opera 
PARIS ler - FRANCE 

(Georges BEHR - Establ. 1920) 
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THEREISABI 
why year after year since 1930 Apfelbaums 
serves the same collectors. 

THAT REASON IS 

SATISFACTION 
WHETHER 
BUYING OR SELLING 

Earl P.L Inc. 

1420 Walnut Street Philadelphia, Pa. 19102 (215) 985-1550 
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~===PHILATELIC HANOBOOKS ====~· 
Published by The Theodore E . St ei nway Memorial P u blication Fund 

UNITED STATES 

Uni ted States, 24c Air Mail, Inverted Center, H. M. Goodkind 
1956, (ISBN 9125 74-01-1) S 1.00 0 

Early American Perforating Machines 1857-67, W. S. Boggs 
1954, (ISBN 912574-04-6 ) S 2.00 0 

United States. The Ten Cents Stamps of 1855-59, M. L. Neinken 
1960, (ISBN 912574-07-0) $10.00 D 

Robert Morris, Postmaster of New York, W. S. Boggs 
1960 (ISB 912574-08-9 ) $25.00 0 

The Pony Express, M. C. Nathan and W. S. Boggs 
1962, (ISBN 912574-1 5-1) Sl0.00 D 

United States. The 1851-57 Twelve Cent Stamps, M. L. Neinken 
1964, (ISBN 912574-17-1) S 4.00 D 

United States. The Sc Beacon Air Mail Stamp of 1928, H. M. Goodkind 
1965, (ISBN 912574-19-4) $ 2.00 0 

Postal Hi story of Vermont, G. C. Slawson, A. W. Bingham and S. W. Drenan 
1969, (ISBN 912574-21-6) $10.00 0 

CONFEDERATE STATES 

Civil War Prisons and Their Covers, E. Antrim 
1962, (ISBN 912574-12-7) $10.00 0 

OVERSEAS 

Afghanistan, Its 20th Century Postal I ssues, F. E. Patterson, III 
1965, (ISBN 912574-18-6) $10.00 0 

Corrientes, The Issues of 1856-59, L. Stich 
1957, (ISBN 912574-02-X) $ 2.00 0 

French Colonies, The General Issues, R. G. Stone 
1961, (ISBN 912574-11-9) S 2.00 0 

French Morocco: the 1943-44 Tour Hassan Issues, C. Neidorf 
(ISBN 912574-13-8) S 1.50 0 

Honduras, The Black Airmail, I. I. Green 
1962, (ISBN 912574-13-5) S 1.00 0 

Philateiic Handbook for Korea 1884-1905, Korea Stamp Society 
(ISBN 912574-23-2) SI0.00 D 

Manchoukuo, H. K. Zirkle 
1964, (ISBN 912574-16-X) $10.00 0 

fh ., Postage Stamps of Nepal, H. D. S. Haverbeck 
1962, (ISBN 912574-14-3 l $10.00 0 

fhe New Hebrides, Postal Stamps and Their History, N. Hals and P. Collas 
1968, (ISBN 912574-20-8) SI0.00 0 

New Zealand, 1898-1900 Gt. Barrier Island Pigeon Post Stamps, 
J. R. Walker, H. L. Chisholm and H. M. Goodkind 

1969, (ISBN 91257422-4) S 5.00 0 
A Postal History of Spain, T. Van Dam 

1973, (ISB 912574-24-0) $12.00 0 

COLLECTORS CLUB 

The Collectors Club Philateli st, Cumulative Index to Volum es 1 to 50, 
1922-1971, E. C. Wilkens and John D. Dowd 

1972, (ISBN 912574-00-3) $10.00 0 

•.:.===--- THE COLLECTORS CLUB===-" 
22 East 35th Street, New York, N. Y. I 00 I b 
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Editorial 

THE NEW PRECANCELS 

'l\l'O or th e Cn itl'd Sta ks. lllOSt !'('(:(' lit sta 111ps ill'l' r·r·rtain to offend the 
se nsibi lity of genui ne philatelists in that tlw.'· \\' ill eontradict their intend ed 
postal purpose. 

The first is ;1 G.3-cent ntlue, issut•ll on Oct . 1, fo r the <:om ·enirn ce of large 
hulk-nrailing· firms , " ·hich ha ,·e i·c,·eal ed that response to lllai l order solicitations 
is mu ch greater \\·hen ad hesi Ye sta m ps a re used instea d of inr p r i nteLl stamped 
cnn•lopes. Th ese will be o\·erprinkd " ·ith the nam e of th e city in ,,·hich the:· 
'rill be used b.'· permit holdcl's, in co ils of GOO aml 3,000 specimens. But in its 
co ntinuing efforts to increase profits from t he ph il atelic· rm1L'ket , th<• Postal Ser­
Yicc \\·ill accommodate co ll ccto l's h.'· 111;1 king a ,·ai la ble t h is ne\\' stamp, \\'ithout 
an.'· o,·erprintin g. To obtain these , coll ec tors \\'ill lw expected to bu.v strips of 
at least 10 stamps; \\·hen lin e-pai rs al'c d r•s il'ed , at least stl'ip of 30 specimens 
111ust be ordered. That , of conl'sc, is tolr•n1blt', hut fil'st-day c·on•1·s a lso \\·ill be 
st•t·,·iced b.' · th e Post master in ·w ashington. 

To get th em co ll ecto l's \\·e1·r· asked to sub111it sclf-addrl'ssed r' tl\' clopes a nd 13 
c·p nts , to pa,,· for the east of t\\'O stalllps \rhi c·h \\'OUlll pa,,· the 10-eent rate for 
F' I RST CLASS handling of the r•n\·l' lopPs. 

T he ,·c1·:· idea of a stanq) in tend ed l'or bulk 111ailings, hPing nsed for 11notltt'l' 
t.,·1w of postal senicc is as ludi ernus as it is pul'poseless as fa r as serious phi la­
telic stud:· is eoneerncd. Tt r eminds one of tlw senseless production of f irst-da:· 
co ,·ers of Ghana 's 1958 and 196;) postage dnc sets \Yhich ,,·er e ohligingl:· solcl 
with day of issue postma1·ks to the unin formed sucker trade. 

But it is the oth el' prccaneelrd starnp , ,,·hi eh is part of a trio in tended for 
( 'ht-istrnas gl'ceting card usa gr', that is full of inn orntions and eontraclictions. 
1. The stamp \\'ill ha ,·e a self-sti cking adhesi,·e instead of t he normal gum 
\\·hich the postal senicl' sa,,·s is innorntional although Sierra Leone has been 
usin g it s ince 196,1.. 
:2 . To protect this presssu l'e-se nsiti n • adhesi ,·e, ;1 \1·ax paper backing " ·ii l be 
added. 
3. The stanrp des ig n as 1Yell as th e p lak n umber ai1<l othel' 111 arginal insc l'ip-
1·io11s on thr seh age, \\'ill lw die eut so on!." the r eetangulal' stamp design will 
<:0 111 e loose i111d all o\\' affixing to mail. The pe 1·fol'atio11s ,,·ill lw pun ched onl.'· 
through the backing papel'. 
+. Tnstca d of the normal , on• 1·p1·inted nanll' of a cit,,·, t hi s onl' ,,·ill 11arn thr 
,,·ord , ' · P1·<'ca nceled" , inse l'ihl'd as part of th e regu lal' design , just below a 
picture of the ,,·cat herrnn e atop George v.rashington 's home in l\loun t Vernon . 

This hl'in gs up a nu111bp1· of inten•stin g questions. H th e stamp can be 
pee lcll fro111 the c1wclope, \\'hat is to pre,·ent l'eeipients from doi ng this and 
using tlw stamp t\rn ot· mot·e times, since pl'ecan celed st.imps 11strn ll : · <ll'C not 
g in•n an:· additional postmarks at office of d ispatch ? 

If tl w st;11np ca nn ot lw 1·c111m·e11 from tlw em ·e lopc b.'· p ee lin g (without 
da111agi11g th e stamp paper ) 01· soaking, hmr in the \1·0 1'1 <1 \\'i ll a collector be 
;i ii! <' to 111 onnt a usecl specim en in his album \\'ith out lrn,·ing unsi ghtl:· (and 11011-

phii<1tc li c) paper still affixed to it ? 
Bnt th ere is one more aspect of this stamp ,,·hieh is 1\·orth:· of note, as it 

inrnh·cs th e Postal Sm·,·iec 's profit rnoti,·e under its lH'\\' poli cies. 
1\ s e,·er:· ph ilatelist kn o\rs, p r eca ncels han• bet•n ,,·ith us for about a ecntur.'" 

Till·.'· \l' Cl'C' intro<luccd in an effort to JH'O\·id r' fast e l' mail sen·icc IJ.,. lrn,·ing 
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priYate enterprise do much of the bothersome and time-consuming work expected 
of postal clerks. When large mail ers sort and bundle letters according to des­
tination cities, then frank em·elopes with precanceled stamps, they can be dis­
patched from the local postoffice without additional handling. For doing it, 
the Postal Senice offers permit holders advantageous, reduced rates. (At present 
it is 6.3 cents rather than 10. ) 

In th e case of the ne\\· Christmas stamp, the users are expected to do the 
same sorting and bundling \\'Ork, but still pay a full dime. 

According to the Postal Senice, "operational testing of the precanceled 
stamp will be done in Allegheny, Boston, Chicago, Sa lt Lake City and Tampa 
postal districts," yet the first-day sales and ceremonies will be in New York City 
on Oct. 23, rather than in one of the other cities. 

Washington continues, "small quantities of the stamp will be available at 
other postoffices, to meet philatelic requirements ... mail order purchases must 
be made through the Philatelic Sales Division, in Washington." 

With this gimmickry already a fait accompli, we can but wonder what 
other non'lties will be introduced to separate the uninformed from their avoca-
tional hobby budgets. Ernest A. Kehr 
1 ~rnonm~11 ~w111111111 1 1 ~11 ~UllDlOlliD ~I 
Across the Editor's Desk 

A JURY'S PHILOSOPHY 
by Dr. Fred Stulberg 

(A n address given at the awards banquet of the British North Am erica Phila­
telic Society at their annual connntion and exhibition held at Williamsburg, 
Va., September 12 to 14, 1974.) 

l\Iost organizations feel that consistency in their awards from year to year 
is desirable and, because of this, establish a set of rules whereb,v collections can 
be exhibitecl ancl judged. Ho,re,·e1', despite the most elaborate and detai led 
regulations, one thing still remains be:·ond the control of the exhibition com­
mittee. It is the philosophy of the jur:-. Each group of judges has its own 
idea of "·hat constitutes an ideal philatelic exhibit and, of course, this must 
inevitably influence their a\rnrds. 

This jury* agreed, in preliminary discussion, that the monetar:· Ya lue or 
the scarcity of the material \\·as not necessariJ,,· the onl:· factor that determined 
excellence. It was felt that philatel:· is a visual hobb~' and a tasteful, pleasing 
appearance, although a desirability " ·hen one sets up one's collection, is a neces­
sity when one choses to displa:· it. E,·en th e most rnluable gems can be en­
hanced or denigrated by the settings into " ·hich the~· are placed. 

Another factor that cannot be divorced from phi latel:· is creati,·ity. One 
person can take th e most expensive and rare furniture and end up with a room 
that is ugly and disjointed wh ereas someone else can take the same pieces (or 
even less expensive ones) and create a place that is tasteful , visually pl easing 
and comfortable to be in. 

A Yery important aspect of phi latelic accomplishment concerns academic 
application. A person who uses the products of his collection to share his 
knO\dedge and r esearch \vith his colleagues certainly desenes more consideration 
than someone \\·ho uses these same items to show only the depth of his pocket­
book. A good collector is as inquisitiYe as he is acquisitive. 

*Leslie Davenport, Lewis Ludlow a11d Freel Stulberg (chairman). 
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·within the last 4uarte l' of a century there has been a marked change in thC' 
complexion of our hobb~·. The melting pot of ~·ester:·ear no longel' exists. It 
has been r eplaced b.\· <I mosaic with a ll facets of phi la tel~· - stamps, co\·el's, 
postal histor,\·, ren .'nucs, topi ca ls, posta l station er~·, etc. - adding their particular 
colour to th e o\·erall J esign . Grnnted , some of th e colours al'e more intense than 
others but nnc1·thcless all al'e pa l't of th e total picture and none should be do\\'11 -
graded or ignored 011! ,\ · because tradition dictates that this be done. Tolsto~· 
said "Man must not check l'eason b~· tradition , but contrari\\·isr, must check 
tradition b~· l'eason . · · Let us hope that othel' ju1·ies \\'ill Jose the ir traditional 
conditioning and the ma n.\· hran elws of philatel.\· \rill be p ermitted to reach th eil' 
full competitiYe stature. 

Tradition also demands that , pl'ior to the presentation of the mrnrds, th e 
chail'm an of th e jul'y affil'ms the nnanimit,\· of its members. Ho\\'eYer , it is an 
insult to th e intelligencr of thinking peopl e to ham them belie\·e that threr 
people of different ages, coll ecting interests and hackgl'ound could r each th e same 
\·erdict in twentv-fiye different instancrs. Th ere \\'er e indeed differ ences bnt 
these \\·ere resoh·~d through diseussion, fri P ndl~· pcl'suasion , ha rd logic and , in a 
f'e\\' instan ces, b~· majorit." rnte. 

For those exhibitors \\·ho snfferrd the eonse4ue11 ces or human fall i bilit~' , \\' C' 

are trul~· son~· . HO\re\·e1·, to those \\·ho did not l'ecein' the award that th e~· 
expected because of th e phil osophy of this pa l'tienlal' jnr.\·, \re offct· no apologi rs 
but instead gain strength in kno\\'ing that we did not prnstitutl> ou1· id eals . 

1 ~11111111111111 ~11 ~111111111111 1 1 ~1 @ cwnm~I 

THE CONGRESS BOOK - 39th American Philatel ic Congress, 1973 

l\fr. Cah·et M. Hahn , rnised som e \ ·ei.·y inte resting points in his rnimr 
( CCP: 53-3, p . 184 ) last Ma~' of Hubert C. Skinnel''s 1-'ustal llistoru of the U.S. 
Carrier S ervice in f\'e1c Orlea11 s, 1851-1861. H e suggested th at th e author had 
missed t \\'o major auctions of locals in recent .\·ea rs \\·hil e rncording his data on 
th e N. 0 . l' . S. City Post , resu lting in som e significant etTOl'S. It appeal's, ho\r­
t•\·e l' , that this is not th e case. It is di\·ergent opinion on th r methods of r ecord ­
ing a nc.l l'eporting da tes and \rhat constitutes acceptable documentation tha t 
;iccounts fo1· th e differences bct\\'ecn the records of l\lr. H ahn and those of Mr. 
Skinner. Both \\'ritc rs r ecognize the Ye l',\' sam e co\·er as th e earli est use of the 
" snow sho\·cJ , . r ecorded . Th e letter bearing this marking \ms \\Titten on 
August 8, 1851, th e CO\' e1· \\·as postmarked on August 10, and \\'as recei\'Cd b.\· 
th r Ne\\' Orleans ca rri er sen ·ice on August 19th \\·hen th e gl'een sno\r shoYel and 
the OYal "CAR.2. ' ' due marking \\' er e struck on th e CO\'er. Thus, the earliest 
usage of th e snO\\' sh on ' I itself is August 19 ( 1851) as reported b:· Mr. Skinner, 
not August 8 (ol' lO ) as reported b:· Mi-. H ahn in his i·r \·ie\\·. F'urtlwr, 1\11' . 
Rkinner sta ted 

" From late 1851 until F ebl'uary 1853, these markings were struck in green. 
Shortl.\· after\\'ard (before 29 l\'larch ) the color of th e cancell ing ink used 
\\'as changed , and a ll sno\r-sho\'els seen from lat er in 1853 and from 185-t. 
arc struck in blu r ." (APC: 39, pp. 173-175 ) . 
In his revi e\\·, M1·. Halm stated : " th e shift from green (post 2/ 16/ 53 ) to 

blue (by 3/ 4/53) is omitted. ' · Olwiousl,v, Mr. H ahn missed Mr. Rkinn cr 's st;1tl'­
ment quoted ·abo\'e as sho'rn by his use of the \\·ord '' omitted ''; oth erwise, th r 
differences in reporting t he da te of change in color of th e making are quite minol' 
and a product of each writer 's personal preferen ces. Also, Mr. Hahn stat ed that 

" While the auxilia ry marks DROP / 1, 'NAY/ :) , ADV. f l , and NOT FOUND 
known in connection \\'ith this senict' prnba bl~· \r ere not applied in the ca 1·­
l'i er department , no mention of th e orn l CAR. 3 ma rking- of 2/ 16/ 53 is ma<l e. '· 
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OBITUARY 
LAWRENCE L. SHENFIELD (1891 - 1974) 

W e regret to report the passing of our old fr iend and fellow Gov­
ernor of the Collectors Club, Mr. La\\'rence L. Shenfield, on October 
9th, 1974. H e had been actiYe in philately and the club for many years. 

Mr. Shenfield will be best remembered for his pioneer work in the 
field of the Confederate States of America. H e \\Tote many articles 
on the various aspects of its postal history. The Theodore E. Steinway 
Memorial Publi cation Fund of the Collecto rs Clilb published his studies 
on " The Special P ostal Routes " in 1961. In later years he turned his 
interests to the classic stamps of' the British Empire, building a superb 
collection of ear ly postal histon' items. 

In addition to his in terest in the Collectors Clilb, Mr. Shenfield 
had been a Trustee of the Philatelic Foundation and had been a mem­
ber of its expert committee for many :1ears. H e was also a Fellow of 
the Royal Philatelic Societ:r, London. 

lVIr. Shen.field 's chosen career was in adYertising. H e \\·as particu­
larl y active in broadcasting. Afte r thirt:' .'·ears in the field, he retired 
in 1953 from Dohert:-, Cliffor<l and Shenfielcl, where he had been 
chairman. H e continued in the fi eld for many years as an adYertising 
consultant. 

H e graduated from the Columbia UniYersity School of Architec­
ture in 1914. 

H e leaves his \\'ife, the forme1· l\Iabel \Valker; t\\'O sons, Lawrence 
and J ames; twelYe grandchildren and a great-grandchild. 
.As the carrier fees (in New 01·l ea ns) are not knO\rn to ha\·e been combined with 
or added to postage 0 1· to an:· other fees in the rate markings used in New Or­
leans, the writer agrees that the " DROP/ l", " VvAY/5", and " ADV. f l. " 
markings ha Ye no connection ,,·hatsoe\·e1· with the carrier sen ice. The "NOT 
FOUND' ' marking, hO\\'CYer, is a ca tTier marking. It is struck in the same 
distinctin gr een as the sno" · shon' I and is not known (from New Orl ea ns) other 
than in the matching color of the canier ma rkin gs. Further, it is referred to 
(indirectly) in item 11 of P ostmaster Musson 's a(h ertiscment of August 8, 1851 : 

" 11. Letters, " ·hose owners ca nn ot be found , a re put in the General Dc­
li rnry, and, if not called for in a \\'eek, the:· arc a<h ertised. · · 

No mention of the "CAR.3. " marking \HIS mad e h.'· this \Hiter because it is not 
known to exist and he is conYinced that it does riot exist. (He will pay a sizeable 
reward to see one, if genuine). It seems prnba hi e that the co \·er described as 
bearin g a "CAR.3." marking and sold in 1963 (Siegel 260, Jot 210 ) accounts 
for the confusion; the illustration of that auction lot, hO\\"l?\·er, clearly shO\\'S the 
ordinary ova l '' CAR.2. '' on th at cornr. Th ere is no reason for a'' CAR.3. '' rate 
marking to exist. In Musson 's advertisements (August 8, 1851, and October 31, 
1851) the carrier fees are listed in full " ·ith nn 3 cen t fee among the charges, 
and Musson carefull.'· d istin guishes (in bold face t.,·pe ) bet" ·een postage and 
carrier charges elsewh ere in his ach ertisements. The postage and carrier fees 
were never combined and \\·ere co ll ected separate!:· throughout the li fe of the 
carrier senicc in Ne,\· Orleans. 

To complete th e " record" , the ~ew Orlea ns carrier co\·er " ·ith ' ·spade de­
sign in black" (Meroni Sale, 8 April 1958, lot 393) was not listed as this auction 
description is considered to be another printer's error. The report of the red 
snow shO\·el seen b:· a pi-omi11ent Ne" · York dealer has been omi tted also, as this 
\\Titer does not belie,·e hearsa:· listings are legitimate. (H . C. S) 
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THE IDENTIFICATION OF POSTALLY USED 

LIBERIA 

AS ILLUSTRATED BY THE 

REICHSDRUCKEREI ISSUES 

By Henry Chlanda 

The cancelled to order ( CTO ) stamp is a common phenomenon in many 
countries. ·where the CTO is used cx tensivel~r it is hard to locate the truly 
postally used item which tends to be rclati\·el~· scarce. For th e Liberian col­
lector, the CTO is the order of the day, so that th e problem is one of the first 
magnitude. Postally used Liberia arc the mark of the philatelist, differentiat­
ing him from the accumulator or page-filler. Too, they add a distinct difference 
to the rnlue of the collection. Th e Scott catalog discusses the problem as 
follows : 

" Beginning with the issue of 1885, prices in the used column are for 
'cancelled to order ' stamps. Postally used copies sell for much more. '' 

HO\\' much more? W ell , ten times in many cases would not be unreasonable. 
Thus, the price differential alone makes it advisable for the Liberia collector to 
lea rn how to distinguish the genuinely postally used items from their cancelled­
to-order counterparts. 

Th e Liberian stamps printed by th e Reichsdruckerei (German State Print­
in g Offi ce) offer a good opportunity to distinguish the CTO 's from the genuine 
cancell ations. These isuses include Scott nos. 134-5, 183-194, 195-208, 209-213, 
F20-29, F30-35, and 214-227 as well as the corresponding official overprints. 
Except for th e first two stamps (Scott # 134-5 ) the issues are found in the 
1920 's although printed years earlier in some cases. Th e reason lies in the his­
ton· of th e printed contracts and is ,,·orth narrating here. 

History of the Reichsdruckerei Issues 

In 1914, the Liberian government contracted " ·ith the firm of J. vV. West 
of H am burg, Germany for a number of postage stamps. In turn , this firm 
contracted with the German State Printing Office to actually print the stamps. 
T,rn of them, Scott #13.f and 135 were sent to Liberia before the outbreak of 
World V·l ar I. A second shipment \YaS then attempted in 1915 and this ship­
ment fell into th e hands of the British gonrnment and did not reach J:.iiberia 
until about 1922. The details of just \\·hat happened are discussed in the 
speech of Presid ent C. D. B. King on December 19, 1922 when he discussed the 
Post Office Department in his message to the Liberian Congress: 

' ·It is ver y gratif~· ing to report that after a series of correspondence 
\\·ith the British Foreign Office through our Minister in London, we 
have r ecei \·ed from the British Government the stamps seized by the 
British Naval Authority, during the war, from a German ship which 
\rere then being shipped to th e Liberian Government by the firm of 
J. W. vVcst of H amburg, C: ermany . This firm had in 1914, previous 
to the outbreak of th e great European War, entered into an agreement 
with the Liberian r.ovcrnment for the printing of a certain number 
of Postage Stamps. It was these stamps that were thus seizrd. '' 
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Fiqure I. Two typical Liberian CTO cancellations from the 1920's. These cancellations are re­
ferred to by Rogers' as Type XI. The left stamp is Scott #212 cancelled by a Robertsport Type XI 
CTO marking . The right stamp is Seott # 226 with a Buchanan CTO cancellation datelined 23.V.24. 

The stamps involved were obviously Scott # 's 183-194 and 0116-0126. It is 
possible that F20-·F24 were also involved and that the 195-208 issue ( # 183-
194 overprinted " 1921 ") was done on stamps that had been seized. Certainly 
the overprinted stamps themselves were not among the seized items. We do 
know from the Table of Post Office Receipts and Disbursements for the Fiscal 
year 1921-1922 (Appendix I ) that the actual face value of the stamps seized 
by the British in 1915 was $39,900. W e also know that Scott # 's 209-213 
"·ere not involved, for President King continued his r eport, 

" I am pleased to report that the issues of Centennial stamps which the 
late Postmaster General Fuller, with my approval, ordered printed 
have just arrived. On these stamps are engraved in beautiful and 
attractive colors a representation of the landing of the pioneer fathers 
on these shores. They are of one cent, two cents, five cents, ten cents, 
and one dollar values.'' 

By examination of the watermarks etc. we know that this Centennial issue 
(Scott #209-213 ) as well as the subsequent Scott #214-227 issue were printed 
in Germany by the Reichsdruckerci, as were the Scott F30-35 issue. All of 
these Reichsdruckerei printed issues, and their official overprints, are most 
commonly found with CTO postmarks, such as those in Figure 1. This cancel­
lation, or similar variants (referred to a Type XI in the Rogers ' Handbook, 
A Century of Liberian Philately ) is known from all five major Liberian P ost 
Offices, and probably all the minor post offices as well, from approximately 1915 
through the late 1940 's. In some cases, the markings are also known into the 
1950 's. On the Reichsdruckerei issues of the 1920 's, I have found this type 
of CTO in association with the major offices of Monrovia, Harper, Buchanan, 
Greenville, and Robertsport. Among the smaller towns, I have seen River 
Cess and Marshall with this style CTO. 

In his speech of December 22, 1927, Liberian President, C. D. B. King 
refers to the Reichsdruckerei issues and one of the reasons for changing the 
printing contract: 

" While there has also been a considerable increase in the number of 
letters and parcels despatched from this country to foreign parts dur­
ing the past year, yet, the sales of stamps have not been commensurate 
with the quantities of letters and parcels despatched. 
This fact indicates that there is existing some source other than the 
Post Offices from which stamps are procurable. To remedy this condi­
tion the Government has had printed and engraved in the United 
States of America a new and complete set of Postal and Revenue 
stamps by the American Bank Note Company, a most reliable and 
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trustworthy company of lithographers. By the terms of the arrange­
ments entered into between the Company and the Government suitable 
provisions have been made to secure these stamps from getting into 
the hands of the general public or stamp dealers in America or Europe 
other than by and through the Liberian Government. The old stamps 
the being called in to be exchanged for thr new issues; beginning 
from the 1st of Januar~r 1928 none of the old stamps will be accepted 
for postage on letters, parcels and papers at any of the County or 
Rural Post Offices of the Republic. 
The amount of cash realized from the sale of Postage Stamps for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 1927 and deposited in the Bank of 
British West Africa was F IVE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED 
FIFTY DOLLARS AND FORTY-SEVEN CE TS.'' 

Thus ended the Reichsdruckerei issues. 

CTO vs Genuine-General Characteristics 

In examining the genuine vs. the OTO cancel of foberia, casual observation 
indicates that the same postal cancell ation is used. This is not true. The two 
types of cancellation differ both in size and placement of the individual letters 
in the marking. W ere full complete bold cancellations of both to be laid to­
gether, it would be relatively clear that the postal hammers used to make thr 
cnncellations differed on a number of points. 

Figure 2. A registered cover with Scott # 0146 tied by a black 31 mm . Monrovia Type XI cancel 
datelined 2-Vll.25. The cover is backstamped with a black oval REGISTERED/lb JY 25/PLY­
MOUTH marking . Superimposed in the lower left corner of the cover is a Scott # 0148 with a 
29 1/2m m. Monrovia CTO cancel datelined 28.IX.23. The CTO cancel is somewhat grey ish and the 
stamp has full orig inal gum . These two cancels are easily d isti ngu ished from one another. 

An illustration of the differences between a OTO and a genuine l\Ionrovia 
cancellation shows a typical OTO cancellation along with a registered coyer 
with a bold strike of the same type, but clearly different cancel, Figure 2. 
The postally used strike is larger ( 31 mm. vs. 291/2 mm.), the letters are dif­
ferently shaped and there is a break in the top straight line of the postal cancel 
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Figu re 3. The left st amp (Scott # 134 ) is cance lled by an oi ly C TO strike showing co nsid e ra ble 
migrat io n o f ink away fro m t he lines of t he ca ncel. The righ t stam p (Scott # 190 ) is ca nce ll e d by 
a Gree nvill e CTO ma rking . Typ ica lly , it is lig htly struck showin g nume rous breaks in t he lines . 
Both stamps exhib it t he usua l placem e nt of Libe rian CTO ca nce ls with only a bo ut 50% of t he 
ca nce l falli ng on e ach st a mp. 

\\·hi ch is a consbrn t chai-aeterist ic of this part icular 1H1mme1·. Jn ac1\1 ition to 
th r posta l ca ncel he1·r T haYe seen at least fiyc other Type XI cancels used on 
f'O\·er from lVIom·o\·ia- all being distinctl:· d ifferent from one anot her. Sc\·cn1l 
of th ese mor e closel:· resembl e the C'r O lrnmmer, hut e<ich can lw <l ist in gnishccl . 

Bcfo1:e exa min ing the genera l charncterist ic d ifferences , it \\·ould be appro­
])l' iatc to note t hat t here is one t.\·1w of CT O c1111cel l11t io11 that is qu ite \lifficult 
to protect . Luckil~- it is rare. That is the CTO appl i<·d on 11 sheet of stamps 
taken h:· a <lcaler or coll ector to the Liberian post officp in quest ion and <ictuall:· 
f' mwell ccl on the spot. Such do exist, p r imal'il :· being recogn ized h.\· the fact 
t hat t h e~· st ill ha\·e gum oi1 the back, but this \\"<JS not the tnJical \ray of creat­
in g a Liberia n C' TO, most of whi ch proha hl ~- ne\·e 1· passed \r ithin the borders 
of the country. 

In exam in ing the CTO strikes on thr fohe1·ia n Rciehsdrueke rei issues the 
foll mri ng characteristics stand ou t (some of cou rse ap11l:· to all T~i hrr i an CTO 's 
~rncl some to CTO 's any,\·herc in the world ) : 

1. 'r he stamps haw gum on the hack. 
2. The cancel is positioned differentl:· 011 tlw stamp. ·w ith the exception 

of the lar ge-size dollar Yalues in the Reichsdrnckcrci issues, th e cancell ations 
are usually one-half or Jess on the stamp . It is rare in fact to see 75' o 01· 

more of tlw cancel struck on Scott # 's 183-208 and their col'l'esponcling official 
on•1· p rints. In the largr-size Reichsclruckcl'ei emission , the stamp is sufficientl:· 
large that a substantia l nnrnher of CTO strikes fal l complctcl:- 0 1· almost 
<'O rn pletely on the stamp. 

3. The CTO cancels luwe on!:· been obscned in black or grc:·-bl<ick and it 
is not helie\Wl that an.\· oth e1· <'Olors \rcre used . Further the ink seems rather 
oi l~·, with some migr ation of ink m1·<i.'· from t- hc lines, rcsul h ng in hlurr:· lines, 
letters, etc. 

4. The CTO ca ncell ation is usuall:· l ightl:- but cYen l ~- struck, especially 
on th e 1921 issues (Scott # 183-19..J. and 195-208 ) . 'l'here arc often man:· 
breaks in all Jet te1·s and lin es in the cancel. I n part, these breaks result from 
the fact that these stamps are l' ngnwecl wlwrras the later issnes (209-213, 21..J.-
227 , F 30-'3-±, 0141-154) are li thogrnphetl . 

Tra<' in gs of the <'a ncPll ations ~ll'e usua ll:· adequate for the iden t ificat ion 
of specifi c hammers. These shmr the diameter, the relatiYe posit ion of the town 
na me to the cou ntl·:· namP, the spacin gs of t he letters and the shnpcs of indi\·i­
dna l letters, pa r t icularl:· the E 's and A's. 

A secornl objection to nsing the breaks in identificat ion is tlw fact that 
on 1:- a portion of the CTO strike is norm all :· found on the stamp 11 nd th is may 
not be the portion of the strike \\· ith a dist inguish in g break. Fnrther. these 
st r ikes tell(] to he so lightl:· strn<'k that is is frequently impossibl e to read ewn 
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Figure 4 . Scott # 184 t ied to cover by a black 291/i mm . Type XI cancel from Harper date d 
12.111.26. This ca ncel is the authors' sub-type PU -A (see Appendices II and Ill for more informa ­
t ion). The cancel is lightly but evenly struck with about 80% falling on the stamp . 

thr to\\·n 01· <lnte, although use of' the ultra Yiolcl lamp som etim es brings out 
11101·0 of the infol'mat ion . 

5. Th r difficult~· in l'eading the tlatr or town. of course, makrs it partir-
11larl,,- rl iffi rult to chrck t lw CTO rancd. As notrcl, in a numher of to\\·ns, a 
Ynrict~· of )lostall~' nsccl 1,,·pcs of rn nccllati on arc knmrn on thr Heichsc1n1ckrrri 
issues, man» of wl1irh ;nr s imil a r. l•'urthel', thr htraks aml distingu ish ing 
rharacteristirs " ·onld olh ionsl .'· hr diffrl'rnt if you attempted to comparr a fa in t 
strike of onr tmrn \rith a genui ne strike of a d ifferr nt town . 

6. Tntcinp: studirs of the CTO cancels inclicatr that on l.'· t\\·o differrnt 
hammers for <'ach to"·n \\·c1·r used on the CTO 's. Thus fa r the on! .'· exceptions 
arc Ri \'('l' Crss and l\ larshall, "·hc1·r f ha,·c on]~r sren one typr fo r each. This 
r011l d be dnr to a lack ol' d;1t11 tlmring frolll the seeming scarcity of' thcsr towns 
used as CTO markings. For thr other tmrns both CTO ham1ncrs al'e used 
indiscl'iminatel.'· on both thr e11gran'd and tJ1e late1· lithogniphrd issnrs. Again , 
RiYer Crss is an excrption in that I haYe not ~· rt i·ecorckd a C'TO usrd on any 
of the largrr sizr lithogn1phrc1 issues of 1923. 

7. 1\ ll thr CTO ranrr ls measn1·r \'Cl'~- closel.'· to :291/2 111111 i11 dirn11rtc1: . 
B~- comparison thr postal cancellations sho\\· tlw f'ollo\\·ing clrnn1cterist ics: 
1. Th r stmnp will Pithcl' lw frer of gum 01· it is on a co,·e 1· or piece. 

\Vhilr CTO 's on piecr al'e knmrn to philatrlists, thrre an' not character ist ics 
of thr l ,ihrrian CTO operation. 

2. Dul'ing the prrio<l of tlwi1 ll'gal postal use , tlw Rt'iehsdrnckerri sta1111)s 
;11·<· n I most· allrnys srrn with the rancrl quite \\·rll eentrrr(l on the stamp. It 
is as though the postal. pmployees had been instrnctr<l to neatr sockcd-on-thC'-
11 osr rancdlations. In somr cases, rspeciall~- " ·hen onl:· a single stamp is used 
011 thr ro,·01·, the cancpllation is rntin'l." on the stamp \\·ith thr n •sn lt that l 
haYe sren CO\'('J'S with the stamp or stamps not tied. Jn Librrian philatel:-, the 
lark of n tie on thr cowr has not hern a clrnrnetrl'istie assoriatrd with thr 
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Figure 5. S<:ott #219 cancelled by a 31 mm . magenta Buchanan Type XI dated 13.111.24. The 
cover is backstamped in Plymouth (4/26/24) and Chicago (5/ 10/24). The stamp is not tied by 
the Buchanan cancel although it is just barely tied by an unusual (for this period) boxed registered 
marking also in magenta. The crossed crayon markings in blue are typ ical of many but not all 
Liberian registered covers in the 1920's. 

addition of a stamp to the cover, but conversely with legit imate use. 
3. The genuine cancellations are known in blue and magenta as well as 

black. The grey-black is not likely to be found with the genuine cancel and 
the only occasionally has an oily appearance. 

4. The genuine strikes tend to be clearer than the OTO 's. However, the 
postally used cancellations also often show many breaks in the lines and letters. 
There is sometimes an uneven character to the strike, with part of the cancella­
tion bold and part light, etc. 

5. The date of the cancel should preceed January 1, 1928. As President 
0. D. B. K ing noted in his December 22, 1927 speech found in the State Papers 
of Liberia and earlier cited, " ... beginning from the 1st of J anuary 1928, 
none of the old stamps will be accepted for postage . .. '' \Vl1ile it is true that 
illegal late use of demonetized stamps are known in most countries, and may 
well have occurred in Liberia as well, it would be most advisable to reject any 
late cancel of the Reichsdruckerei issues that is not otherwise authenticated, 
i.e. on an acceptable cover. 

6. W hile at least one genuine hammer is associated with each of the seven 
postoffices associated with the OTO Reichsdruckerei issues, at least five of them 
are known with two or more genuine hammers. At least six genuine hammers 
are known from Monrovia in this period, which is the most I have recorded. 
There are four from Buchanan and two from Harper, Greenville and Marshall. 

7. Most of the postally used cancellations are also 291/2mm in size. How­
ever, there is also a 31mm size recorded from Monrovia, Buchanan, Harper, 
Greenville and River Oess. No such size is found on OTO 's. 

As with many demonetized issues around the world, uses after demonetiza­
tion of the Reichsdru ckerei issues are known. Those in the early 1930 's are 
not common and probably represent the ignorance of the post office cleric 
H owever, after 1935, and particularly in the 1950 's, almost all use of these 
demonetized issues is the result of philatelic interference and the stamps, even 
on cover, can only detract from the serious collection. 
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To date it has not proved practicable to individually date each of the CTO 
strikes. In fact, it is quite possible that the dating would prove meaningless. 
On the other hand, a considerable amount of knowledge about the general dat­
ing patterns of the CTO strikes is available and is useful in identifying the 
CTO from the genuine cancellation. 

Dating of the CTO Cancels 

1921 issues 
Most dates fall in 1921 and 1922 
A few dates are recorded in 1923, 1924, and 1925 
No dates have been reported in 1926 and 1927 
209-213 
Most cancels are known in 1923 
A few are reported in 1924, 1925, and 1926 
None are recorded in 1927 
2141227, FB0-35, 0141-154 
1923, 1924, 1925 dates are common 
1926 is scarce 
1927 use is not known 

This brief summary suggests that any 1927 date would be postally used 
while the 1926 dates are quite likely to be postal uses if found on the 1921 
issues. The odds favor the postally used in 1926 strikes but each needs to be 
checked out carefully. 

While it is clear that the experienced Liberia collector can fairly rapidly 
sort postally used from CTO 's on the basis of size, appearance, color etc. it is 
also clear that the detailed analysis of tracings can help. The serious collector 
will find them useful, and in some cases probably essential, in order to study 
and identify postally use<l items. 

Figure 6. Scott # 209 cancelled by a postal Monrovia Type XI , subtype PU -C , ca ncel . The date 
of 10.V.23 is t he earli est reco rd ed for t his sub-t ype . La t er dates (a s in Figure 2) show a definite 
break in the straight li ne a bove th e d ay-mont h position in the datel ine . 

The importance of the tracing technique can be found in Figure 6, which 
shows Scott #209. This stamp is common and can be found by the bundle 
with cancellations not too much different from the one illustrated. 'Unused it 
is scarce and actually postally used, it is extremely elusive. The cancellation 
used on this illustrated stamp I have seen used from 10 V. 23 to 10. IX 26. 
I have not seen any CTO cancels that closely resemble it. If it were not for 
the additional hint of a bit of paper stuck to the back (presumably from re­
moval from the envelope) with a portion providing us with the words reading 
" ... nt, Libe ... / ... STER-GENERAL." nearly any collector would have pass­
ed over this item without anything more than the most casual of glances. Ob­
viuosly, a great Liberian rarity would have been missed. 
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Appendix I 

Table of Post Office Receipts and Disbursements for th e Fiscal Year 
] 921-1922 

RECEIP'l'S 

Balance from last fiscal vear 
Stamps receiYed from tl~e British C:m·crnment " ·hi ch 
\\·ere captured by said GoYernment in the yea r 1915 
Stamps from Postmasters and Stamp Agents 
Cash from Postmasters and Stamp Agents 
Cash for stamps sold b:· the Post1rn1stcr Gcncr::il 
Cash for registr::ition of news papers 
Cash for rent of lock boxes 
Cash for com·eyance of passengers ashore in mail boat 

DTSBURSEMEN'l'S 

Stamps to Postmasters and Stamp Agents 
Stamps to Departm ents for postages 
Cash paid on account salaries 
Cash paid on account mail conveyance 
Cash paid account expenses 
Cash paid account commission to Postmasters 
and Stamp Agents 
Cash paid account stationer:· and supplies 
Cash paid account rent Harper Post Office 
Cash paid account indebtedness on Money Orders, U.S.A. 

Balance on hand in cash and stamps 

Appendix II 

Distinguishing F eatures of the Type XI Cancellations 
All cancels about 29llz mm. unless otherwise noted. 

*81,9 3.H 

39,900.00 
5,8fi6 .59 
5,856.59 

635.66 
10.00 
96.82 

-t..92 

129,131.75 

7,62-1:.63 
l-t.3.51 

7,807.3fi 
1,973.08 

832.07 

832.77 
20.16 

224.00 
979.38 

20,480.95 
108, 650.00 

129,130.95 

BUCHANAN - Two CTO cancellations (CTO-A and CTO-B ) and fom post­
all:v used (Pl'-A, YC-B , Pl>C, and PU-D ). The areas enclosed b:· the cuncd 
lines below BUCHANAN and above LIBBlUA are smaller in CTO-A than in 
CTO-B, PU-A, PU-C, or PU-D. 'l'hc letters are taller in CTO-A than in 
CTO-B. CTO-B is distinguished from PU-A by the high bars in the A 's of 
BUCHANAN. CTO-B close!:' resembles P U-B in the position of letters but 
the bar of the H is high er in PU-B . PU-C is the distinetiYe 31mm size. The 
spacing of the letters is different from all others for PU-D and the final N in 
BUCHANAN is wider in P U-D than in CTO-B. 
GREENVILLE - T'rn CTO cancellations (CTO-A and C'l'O-B) and two 
postally used (PC-A and PU-B ) . The area enclosed b:' the curved line abo,·e 
LIBERIA is smaller in CTO-A than in CTO-B. The three parallel lines in 
the E of GREENVILLE are all the same length in CTO-A. In CTO-B the 
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BUCHANAN 

10. v. 24 

c 1'0 - r\. CTO- B PU- A 

~~41:, ,«> ~ \ 
~ / ' 

I . . 8- ,,, 23 I . 
J I 

\ - :;g \ / 
\, ' I, - : \ {' 

~ • 1 : ~ 

PU- B ?U - C PU - D 

c·ro-A CTO- B 

;>~J - A 

Tra cings of Cancelled to Order {CTO) and Postally Used (PU) Type XI Cancellations . 
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,1,UI li.OVI A 

C'L'O- A C'rO- B PU- A 

\ 

PU- R PU- C PU- D 

PU- i PU- F 

c 1'0- T3 .dJ- A 
Tracings of Cancelled to Order ( CTO) and Post ally Used (PU) Type XI Cancellations. 
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}Li.rt PER 

CTO-A CTO- B 

-5. I. 26 

PU- A PU- B 

JVii\RSHA.Lli 

/ 
~"-"' i ~,,''I . 
~~("" 

12 XII '2B 

~ 
CTO- A PU-B 

RI VER CESS 

C'l'O- A PU-A 
Trac ings of Cancelled to Order (CTO) and Postally Used (PU) Type XI Cancellat ions. 
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middle lin e is shorter than the other two. Ca ncel P U-B is 31mm and e::isil.\· 
distinguished from the 291/2rnm CTO-A , CTO-B, and P U-A. BU-A differs 
from CTO-A in the letter spacing in LIBERIA and the area enclosed b.\· the 
cun-ed line abO\·c LIBERTA is larger in PTT-A . The letter spacing in P U-A 
is Yer.\· similar to CTO-B except in the placement of the J.J, R., nncl T in I1I­
BERIA. Th e letters sec' 111 to be slightl.\· smaller in PU-A. 
HARPER - T'rn C'TO r1mcellations (CTO-A ancl CTO-B) nml two postal].\· 
used (P U-A 11 nd PCB ) . The hrn parallel lin es enclosin g the (]ate arc l/ 2mm 
\\"icler in CTO-A than in CTO-B. Th e H in HARPER is " ·ider in CTO-B 
than in PF-A. Th e placement of the letters in J.JIBERIA is quite clifferent 
between CTO-A and CTO-B. P U-B is the (listincti,·e 31 mm size. 
M.ARSHALL - One CTO ca ncellation (CTO-A ) and t \\·o posta lly used (P U-A 
and PU-B ). PU-B ca n be easil.\· distinguished from either P U-A or CTO-A 
because th e centeL" parallel bars ::ire lmm \\·ider. Th ere is a difference in the 
spacing of the lctteL"s in LIBERIA bet\Yeen CTO-A and P1; -A. rrhe bar in both 
A's of lVfARSHALl, is higher in P U-A than in CTO-A. 
Jl!f.ONROVIA - '1\rn CTO cancell ations (CTO-A and C'TO-B ) an(l six postally 
used (P1--A, P U-B, P U-C, P U-D, P"C-E , ::i nd PU-F' ) . The lettering is more 
\\·idel.\' spaced in C'l'O-A than in C'l'O-B . P U-C is the 31mm size. Th e other 
fo·c postal markings all ha,·c at least slight differences in spacin g of the letter­
ing. 1'h r lctte1·ing in P-A , P U-B , and PU"D is mol'e elosel.\· spaced than 
C'.T0-1\ for both :MONROVIA and LIBERIA. Th ere ::i r e signi fi can t differences 
in the spacings of the letters in J.JIBERTA in compar ing CTO-A to PU-E and 
P U-F. The bars in th e A 's arc 10\Ycr than eith eL" PU-E 01· PU-F. The letters 
in C'I'O-B ::ire more close].\· spaced tlrnn P U-A, P U-B, PU-B or P U-F. The 
spacin g of th e Jctte1·s in LIBERIA is \\"iclel' in CTO-B than in P U-D. Thes;: 
differences can onl_\- be easil.\' seen \\·ith the aid of tracings in many cases. 
RTVER C'ESS - One C'l'O cancellation (CTO-A ) and one postally used 
(PTT-A ). PF-A is the 31mm size and it is easil.\' distin guished from th e 
29lj2mm CTO-A. 
ROBERTSPORT - T\\"o CTO cancellations (CTO-A and CTO-B ) and one 
postalJ ,,· used (PTT-A ) . 'I'ra cin gs sho\\· man.\· differences in the alignment of 
letters in comparing CTO-A \\'ith CTO-B . The I is Yc1·,v close to the L in 
LIBERIA in CTO-A. Th e l::ist R in ROBERTSPOR'I' is wider in CTO-A and 
th e leg of th e R is less angled than in CTO-B. The spacing· of the letters in 
PU-A differs from either CTO-A or CTO-B. 

Appendix III 

P eriods of rse for Postnll .' · Fsrd T~·pc XI Cm1cellat.ions in th e 1920 's 

Buchanan 
PU-A 
PU-B 
PTT-C 
PTT-D 

7-IX.l 8 to 2-IX.22 
15.IV.21 to 8. TIT.23 
13.III.24 
Fi.XT.30 

Greem·ill e 
PC-A 2-.XII.2fi to 21.VTT.30 
P TT -B 13.V.2+ 

Harper 
Pl'-A 
PG-B 

11.I.20 to 25.lII.26 
-2.Y.2+ to 12.IX.29 

"?\Iarshall 
PTT-A 13.X.25 to 1 G.ITT.26 
PCB J 2.XII.28 
l\'Ionrovia 
PC-A 22.IV.15 to -8. IV.23 
Pl --B 15.I.21 to 26.VIII.2+ 
PU-C 10.V.23 to 10.IX.26 
P U-D 30.I.25 to 25.VI.30 
PF-B 20.VI.27 to 10.IV.28 
Pl--F -9.XIT.29 to -6.VII. 31 
River Cess 
PU-A 13.VIII.2.J. to 10.I.20 
Robertsport 
FT-A 12.VI.21 to 12.lI.30 
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POSTAGE STAMPS OF KOTAH STATE 
By P. M. Medhora 

~J an~· philatelic items lw\·e come to light after a lapse of time an<l man~· 
more are like]~· to come up as the philatelic field is as \\·ide as an ocean. This 
is possible in the case of Indian States· stamps as stil I to(ia,\· up-to-date informa­
tion is sadly lacking pertaining to man y issues. Collectors of stamps of Indian 
States must ha\·c seen that " ·ithin the last couple of ~·ears, rnan,\· ne\\' stamps haw 
been added in Gibbons catalogue a11<l it is likel.\-, man~· more ma.\· br added in 
tim c to come. 

Ilcwing brought to light th e sta111ps of Shahpurn and Dnngarpm States in 
the years 1962 and 1969 respccti\·el.Y , I " ·as and I am still on tlw look out for 
fresh items and information hitherto unknO\rn. There \\'3S one thing that I did 
not understand and that " ·as that, if there \\·ere rnot·c than st'\·en hu11<lred Indian 
States wh:- did on] ~, about thirt~· -six states issue their 0\\'11 stamps. \Vhen big 
and prosperous states like Bal'Oda, Jodhpur, :J l~·sot·e etc., r efra ined from issuing 
their O\rn stamps, \rh~- sma 11 states Ii kc T <lat', J asdan Dunga t·pm· etc., Yen tu reel 
to issues stamps of their own , some nt \·er~· late sbgc, \1·hen that Ycnturc \\'Rs 
not profitable at all ? 

I am not he1·e to m1S\\·e1· the abo\·e quer.Y hut we arc certainl~r here to find 
out whether some more states issued their O\\·n stamps 01· not. Before nw gre<1t 
t'xperts and knowledgeable philatelists of the stnmps of In<li:rn States cm~rn and 
\\'Cnt, but, during their life time noboll~· ha(l con ic ;1cross the stamps of Shahpura 
and Dungarpur. However, it fe ll torn~· lot to bring to light sornething ne\\' ancl 
sensational . 

In this article I han• decided to bl'ing to light stamps of one 1nore India n 
State and that is, postage stamps of Kotah State. In this article I am placing 
hefore the r eaders some facts and information supported by illustrations and T 
am sm·e the eYer agil e and acti \·e studr11ts of Indian States ' stamps \rill either 
agree with me and tr)- to th1·0\\' some rn o1·e light 0 11 the subject or some ma.\· c\·en 
try to disproYe my them·~-. KnO\de<lgc is to be shai·ell, so let me put into pl'int 
\\'hat I know pertaining to the postage stamps of Kot11h Stat1>. 

State History 

An Indian State in the Hajputaua Agency, \rith an area of ;)7 Ll: squan' 
mil es. The country slopes gently north\\'ards from the high table-land of Malwa 
and is drained by the Chambal \rith its tributaries. all flo\\'ing in a northerl~· 
or north easterly direction. The l\Jakandara ·l'ange, from 1200 to 1600 feet above 
sea leYel, runs from south east to north east. 'J'h e l\lakandan1 Pass through 
these hills, in the neighbourhood of the highest peak (1671 ft. ) has been rendered 
memorable by the passage of Col. Monson 's arm~· on its disastrous i·etrea t before 
Holkar in 180-±. There are extensiYe garnc presen·es, ch i ef]~· co\·e recl \\·ith grass. 
The chief article of export arc grnins. as opium is no longer staple, salt, cotton 
and wooll en cloth are imported. 

Kotah is an offshoot from Bundi State, h1wing been bestowed about 162G 
upon a :·ounger son of the Bundi Raj a by th e empero1· Shah J ahan in return 
for services rendered him \rhen the latter was in rebellion against his fathc1· 
J changir. Madho Sinh the second son of Rao Ratan \\·as a bra Ye soldier. Shah 
Jahan gaYe fifteen more provinces to Madho Sinh for haYing killed Khajahan 
Lodi. There wer e wars for many year · bet\\'een Kotah ancl Bundi. During 
l\fadho Sinh 's reign some proYinces wr1·e added to Kota h or som etimes the~· 
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were lessened. After Madho Sinh many of his heirs came to the throne of 
Kotah. Maharao Umedsinhji who ruled over Kotah for a long time introduced 
many reforms . 

. In 1897 a considerable portion of the area taken to form Jhalawar in 1838 
was restored to Kotah. In 1941 the population 'ms 7,077 ,398. The Maharao 
Bhimsingh was born in 1909 and succeeded in 1940. He was educated at the 
Mayo College, Ajmere. 

The town of Kotah is one the right bank of riYer Chambal. It is surrounded 
and also divided into three parts by massive walls, and contains an old and a 
new palace of the Maharao and a number of fine temples, besides several modern 
schools and hospitals. Muslins are the chief articl es of manufacture, but thr 
to"·n has no great trade. Kotah is the raiha;· junction of the broad and meter 
gauge lines which is on Bombay - Delhi main line and from here the meter 
gauge lines goes from Kotah to Bina. 

Postal History 

In his book ' History of Kotah State' written in Hindi by Shri l\lathurala I 
Sharma, M.A., D.Lit., published in the year 1937, he has thrown some light 011 

the postal history of Kotah. It is stated that before Sawant 1840 (1784 A.D.) 
there was no arrangement, not only for the people but also for the goYernment, 
for the postal system. Wb.enever any letter was to be sent, it was sent either 
through couriers or camel couriers. There were Yery few people who could aYail 
themselves of this mode of sending letters, therefore, letter writing was just in 
name. In Sawant 1840 (1784 A.D.) Shri J alim Sinhji made some arrangement 
for the government post. Letters on official level were still sent by the old 
method. The work of sending ordinary letters, orders or state orders was the 
responsibility of one Shaha Kishanram Haldiya. Orders " ·ere sent to him and 
he used to forward them to their destinations. This man used to send government 
letters to far off places like Bikaner, Jodhpur, Ajmere, Jhansi, Poona or Delhi . 
During the time of MaharaY Shree Ramsinhji official post "·as sent on govern­
ment postal service and with the postman a 'Sansri' (meaning a person em­
ployed for the protection of the mail during the journey) used to remain with 
a vie"· to protecting the mail. 

In Sawant 1930 (1874 A.D. ) the government post " ·as entrusted to one 
Gajanand and arrangement was made to send not onl~r the gm·ernment post but 
also the private post. 

On non-government letters, one anna was charged for a letter weighing 
one tola and the amount was collected not from the sender but from the ad­
dressee. The modern method of adhesiYe stamps 'ms not in use and so the 
State employees would also send personal letters of their o"·n along with that 
of the State. Other people also used to take advantage by bribing the State 
employee. To stop this practice, a law 'ms enforced that if any priYatc letters 
were sent along with the State post, then a fine of hYenty-five rupees " ·as levied 
on the sender. 

In Sawant 1957 (1901 A.D.) an arrangement for sending goYernment letters 
as well as private letters was established by the Riyasat (State), but there was 
no system to send letters outside the State of Kotah. A special arrangement was 
in existence for the government post, but there was no such facility for thr 
people. Maharao Shree Umed Sinhji who was known for introducing man~· 
reforms saw the necessity of giving such a facility to the people. 

Marwar and Bhartpur states had joined the Indian (British ) postal service, 
therefore, the state of Kotah also joined the Gm·ernment of India Postal Service 
in Sawant 1957 (1901 A.D. ). Over and above opening of a post office at Kotah , 
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one at Baran was also opened. Every year the number of post offices increased 
and in Sawant 1963 (1907 A.D. ) there was 33 post offices. In every important 
town a P. 0. " ·as opened. 

In the beginning the Government of India agreed to give stamps worth Rs. 
8!100 to the State. After some years it \YaS decided to give stamps worth Rs. 
10,000 and in Sawant 1995 (1939 A.D. ) stamps worth Rs. 15,000 were given. 

Postage Stamps 

From the above postal history furnished by Shri Mathuralal Sharma, the 
l'ea ders will see that there is no mention of 'postage stamps of Kotah ' used by 
the State between 1880 to 1900. It is likely that Shri Mathural al did not 
know a bout them, hence there is no mention in his book. 

The stamps illustrated with this article came in my possession five years 
ago. During this period I contacted a number of philatelists keenly inter ested 
in the stamps of Indian States in India and abroad but no encouraging response 
1ras forthcoming. Only one keen collector gave me some encouragement and 
th at is my good friend and a very knowledgeable authority on the stamps of 
Indian States, Mr. C. T. Sturton. In one of his letters he wrote to me, " Re -
Kotah I have four covers, three with primitive handstamps on pieces of paper -
cut out and stuck on - each appears to have manuscript numbering. I know 
nothing but look forward to seeing your article.' ' Then came on the scene an­
other knowledgeable collector Mr. H. D. S . H averbeck of U.S. A. Mr. H aver­
beck was in Delhi at the time of INDIPEX,73 as one of the judges. After the 
exhibition he came to Bombay and stayed at The Taj Mahal Hotel. I met him 
for a friendly discussion and together we examined the Kotah stamps, both post­
n ge stamps as well as fiscal stamps and came to a conclusion that what I have, 
do appear as postage stamps. That was the green signal. 

I am no doubt open to correction, but it is my belief that Kotah had adhesive 
postage stamps between 1875 - 1900. These were the printed stamps which can 
be seen from the illustrations of a strip of four used on the r everse of a cover. It 
is an imperforate strip of four handstamped stamps which are not in a straight 
line and the distance between the two stamps is not equal. These postage stamps 

Figure I. 
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were struck singly on yellow or dull ~·ello\\. paper in dull green ink ,,·ith the 
inscription reading ' Riyasat Kotah ' in Urdu. There is no indication of the 
denomination so one does not kno\\. the Yalue. But in the postal history gi,·cn 
above, the prevailing rate for a letter ,,·eig·hing one tola 'ms one anna, let w: 
presume that each hands truck stamp \Yas worth one a 11 na. (Figure 1) 

Item 1 shown with an an:ow is the postage starnp .in green ink on .\·e ll O\\­
paper. There are four such stamps in a row which arc not cquidist;111t . Tte111 
2 shown with an a1To\\· is the postma1·k in black ink r eading ' Riyasat Kotah ', 
21st November. Item 3 shO\rn with an ano\r, seems to be the dcliwr.'· post­
mark. There is 110 indication of the .Year in both the postmal'ks. The l'olltming 
salient features are to be noted:-
(a ) The size of the handstamped postage stamp is 2-l:mm in diameter. 
(b) In the stamp there is a signature of the postmaster ot· stamp issuing offieN 

in black ink, apparent!~· inscribed \\·ith a sharp, thin quill pen. Th e ~·c;1r 
is also inserted in hand b:· the same person. 

(c) The distance bebreen the stamps Yaries from 8mm to 13111111. 
( d) 'l'h e strip of four is aetualJ:· used in a c0\·e1· as ca n lie seen from tlH' edg-cs 

of the cO\·er ilustrated. 
(e) The size of the stamp and that of the postmark is th e surnc, that is :2 .+rn11 1 

in diameter. 
(f) The \\·ords ' Riyasat Kotah · appear in th e same position on the posta gl' 

stamp as well as in the postmark. 
(g) The postmark is in black ink ,,·ith the date and month - 11 0 ~-cm-. 
(h ) As a strip of four (four stamps ) \\·ere used on this CO YCI' , it must hm·c been 

forwarded by registered post. 
To me the year seems to be 1881, so the stamps were use(l 011 21st ::\ O\·em her. 

1881. 

Figure 2. 

Let us examine another item. (Figure 2) . H erc is a single cut square 
handstruck postage stamp used on the r eYerse of a co,·er. Item 1 shO\rn with 
an arrow shows the fin e cut-square COVi' used on a cO\·er. Item 2 shown 'ritli 
an arrow is the postmark r eading Sharngarh, 20th July, which is the date of 
posting. Item 3 shown with an arrow is clearly a dclinr~- postmark, reading 
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Hi.ntsat J\:otah, 22nd. July. That means thC' letter \\'as delin·rel l after t11·0 da.n; 
from Shamga1'h P. 0. to Kotah P. 0. 
Item 4 shown " ·ith an arrO\r is a ho le \1·hich indicates that this eo1·ct· 11·as fil(·d 
as per the old Indian filing s~·stcrn, t lwt of keeping- lcttC'rs in ;1 Jong- thick \rirl'. 
The same can be seen on the first Co \·cr bearing the strip of four. Th e tlrn 
clcal' postmal'ks th::it of posting and d e li\' e 1·~· conclusin'l." JWO\'C that postage 
s1:1mps \\·ere used in Kotah. 

Figure 3. 

l <Jill illustrating her c,rith t\\'O more examples to prn\·c my point. (:B'igure 
3) These two examples arc apparently used on small CO\'er pieces. Both arc nice­
l.\· cut-round and used on coYers. Item 1 sho\\'n with an at'l'O\\' is an example 
of a single - stamp cut round and used on a coyer pi ece postmarked Ri~·asat 
Kotah , 2nd J\forch. This stamp is identical to the p1·e\·iousl." i 1 lustrated stamps . 
Most of thC' handstruck postage stamps that I ha\·c seen and illustrated hc1·c\\·ith 
n 1·c on ~-el low paper hand.struck in green ink. But the stamp sho'rn \\'ith a 11 

tn'l'O\I' itrm 2 is an exa mpl e of a single stamp in black ink instead of in green ink. 
'l'his is also cut-round. and used on a coYel' piece. Th e da tr nnd .'· ea r I cn11 nrnkv 
out reads 3rd April, 1888. 

Ollc important ciuestio11 crops up and one ma~· ask, Kotah 11·as rnll'd by 
Rajput princes 1111(1 it \\·as one of the States in Raj astlian 1\·here Hindi \\·;1s 11srd 
in thr Nagri script, " ·hrrcas on thr hanclstruck postage stnmps and post mark 
ol' Kotah 11·h.1· is the inseription i11 l'rdu ? Th e ans\1·r1· i ~; tlrnt in sonw of t·hp 
States in Rajasthan Moslem influence \\·as strong and l "rclu mis \\"i(lci)· usNl . 
Besides, if one \rere to sec the stamps of Jhala\\·ar, in the right hand and hottom 
panrls the inscription is in l'nlu. The postmal'ks usPd on J lrn lmrnl' st;1111p~ .; 

1n't'C also in t ·nln. 

Court Fee and Revenue Stamps 

'l'o pl'O\'C' m.1· point that the above are the hand.struck postage stamps pro­
pPrly postrnal'kcd and in some cases deliYer~r postmarks arc also to be seen, let 
us sec some exa mpl es of the coul't fee and i·e\·enue stamps of Kotah. (Figure 4) . 

Th ere is a \ride range of coul't fre stamps of Kotah with somP diffr1·pncc in 
design and \\·ith the portrnits of different Maharaos \\·ho ruled on't' th e state. 
These stamps arc mostly prn-canrPllcd and \\·ith some inscription in Hindi <111(1 

further pnnchrcl. The:v \\·pre USP(l on court documpnts or rrcPipts . Th e,\· a l'l' 
not to be SPcn properl:· postnrnrkcd. In the stamps illnstratP<1 herewith onP 
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Figure 4. 

Figure 5. 

would find different portraits of the rulers and difference in design. 
The 1 anna reYenue stamps of Kotah are to be seen in different sizes and 

colours. As they \\·ere used as r eceipt stamps, they are \\·ith signatures, or 
'rith thumb impression or pen-cancelled. The later reYenue stamps were also 
o,·erprinted 'Rajasthan' in Hindi wh en Rajasthan m:is formed. (Figure 5) 

It is likely that after r eading this article, some keen students of the stamps 
of India States may be in a position to throw some further light on the subject. 
I am sure Mr. C. T . Sturton who has a couple of examples will be good enough 
to write something on the subject and illustrate the co,·ers or coyer pieces that he 
has in his possession. From the appearance of the material illustrated with this 
article, I certainly belieYe that Kotah did issue adhesive postage stamps for 
postal purposes and for no other reason . 
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THE PROVISIONAL POST OF THE 

UNITED ST A TES 
© Copyright Calvet M. Hahn 1974 

(Continued from Page 295) 

111. The Quiet Pediod-October 1774-April 1775 

The First Provisional Postmarks 

Although Congress had tabled Goddard ·s plan it \\·ould seem that some 
postal actiYit~· did continue. The subscriptions had been raised for privatr 
posts and there " ·as need for some system. Numerous postal notices are found 
in the papers of the period, but which, if an~·, relatrd to thr subscription Con­
stitutional Post is impossibl e to say today. 

An important question is " ·hether or not there exist postmarks associated 
\\·ith the Goddard system. I belie\·e that there are and that it may be possible 
to identi fy them. NeYertheless, conclusiYe eYidence is not available. We don't 
haYe good records of what handstamps and manuscript markings were used dur­
ing the 1774-5 period and who used them. To deYelop the thesis of the provisional 
postmarkings it is necessary to analyze in detail all the eYidence now aYailable 
for each of the known candidates. The reader can then make up his own mind, 
as I did, as to which, if any, are truly prm·isional postal uses. 

First it is necessary to :find po sible provisional markings. ·we know that 
the Parliamentary post suspended inland sen-ice on December 25, 1775. Thus 
any markings found on in land use after that date which are also only found in 
the 1774-5 period are candidates. Second, we know that the proYisional postal 
use did not start earlier than the 1774 Baltimore-Philadelphia service so that 
any markings known used prior to that date would be Parliamentary markings 
if they are found in the 177 4-5 period. Any remaining markings would be of 
nndetcrmined use. 

The Parliamentary post in North America either used manuscript markings 
or a relatively small number of handstamps. Traditionally, the handstamps 
\\·ere issued from the General Post Office in London. The NoYember 29, 1705 
letter from the Postmasters General distributing handstamps is the first of these 
distributions. Horowicz and Lowe's Colonial Posts pgs. 7 and 16 make this quite 
clear, and correctly so. There were two sty.les. First was a two-line handstamp 
reading: BARBA/DOES, KING/STON, AtTNA/POLIS, CHARLES/TOWN, 
HART/FORD, PHILA/ DELPHIA etc. Second was a heavy single-line hand­
stamp such as HALIFAX, ANTIGUA, QUEBEC, JAMAICA, PENSACOLA, 
BOSTON (Blake #67 ), BALTIMORE (Type 1), NEW-YORK (Type C), etc. 

Thesr t\\·o styles continued to exist in the 13 colonies through 177 4-1775 and 
outside of the United States for many years. The earliest, untampered with . 
break in these two styles in the British colonies outside of the U.S. so far as I've 
been able to record is the smaller size MONTREAL.PAID of 1777 (Glassco sale 
#52 ). and the ST*KITTS' of 1779 (Glassco #4 0). With the rnd of the 
Am erican RcYolution, other British Iorth American postmarks are known 
including those with colon dates such as the Montreal/JCT~Y.2t : (Glassco #63) 
of 1785 and the THREE*RIVERS of 1784 (Glassco #60). The Quebec circle 
(Faulstich #825 ) reported in Clocketing as 1773--1- is olwiously of a much later 
elate with false docketing added. 
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Figure 13. Typical Parl iam e nta ry postmarks of th e General Post Office. This letter from Phil a­
delph ia of December 29 , 1770 was written by Isaiah Hewes to the Vernon firm in Newport, R. I. 
It discusses a sales account which is sent by New Yo rk, " flowe r is now fell to 16/ 6 and the weather 
as fine as I ever sa w no ice in the River , nor Sno on the Ground . Fine cartin g and no Vessels 
at the wharfs to receive flower .. . " 
A rare early way letter this has a mauscript red ink 'Way 4 ' and the 53 xl6mm red PHILA/DELPHIA 
straightline with a red circle 29/DE Franklin mark a ppl ied by Philadelph ia postmaster Thomas 
Foxcroft , on the back. It also has a poorly struck b lack 271fix l3mm NEW/YORK (Type B) for transit. 
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Thus when a nc\\· han<lstamp style \ms introduced in 177-!, and chiefly found 
in 1775, it is of particular significance that it is only found within the 13 
colonies and only after the Goddard proposals. The one CO\'<'r so far recorded 
in thi , new style in the first half of 177 4 can he associa tc<l \\·ith the Goddard 
plans. This cover is addressed to Samuel and 'William Yernon, 1\1erchants. 
Newport, R. J. and bears a mspt. 4d rate. It is in the Cal'son col lection tocla~· . 
'l'hcrc arc t\ro handstarnp ma1·kings '':hich \\·ill he l·derre<l to from here on to 
identify styles. These arc a red 21 x -!l/2mm PHll1 MAR :21 straightline with 
the month in small capital letters and a black 19 x ;)lj2mm SA LEM/ APR :1 t\\·o­
line straightline with a large initial letter. 

Both the rate marked and the routing usc<l 011 this i<-tt<'l' al'l' unusual. Ne\\·­
port is closer to Philadelphia than Salem and \\·hilc the concct rate to either 
Salem or Newport is ·hl, it is not the co1Tret rate it thr lettrr \\·cnt first to Salem 
and then to Nc,Yport, a routing requiring an cxt l'a 2d postage, \\'hich this letter 
does not haYc recorded. It might be notrd that \\·hilc the rnyal postmaster at 

C\\'port from 17-±5 through 1775 \\·as Thomas Vernon; the 'v\Tilliam Vernon in 
the address " ·a an actiYc American patl'iot " ·ho heM1C'(1 thr Na \'Y Board in Bos­
ton during the ReYolution. 

The style of these nm\' · JWOYisiom1l eandi(latrs · han(lstamps, of which the 
illustrated cover is the earliest rrconled breaks \\'ith thr h\'O stdes traditionalh· 
associated \Yith the British Xorth American posts ,\"Jwn hand~tamps are uscci. 
Not only are the traditional styl es continued throughout otlwr parts of the British 
colonies, they are also found OYC'l'lappinp; in thr same tmYns, as the ·proYisional 
candidate' markings. 

The two-line PHILA / DEI1PIILA h:rndstamp is knO\rn in that city from 
17fi6, when Thomas Foxcroft became thr Parliamcntar,\- postmaster, through 
October 1774 accordi ng to Sampson. Alex tor Bl'aake has personal]~- recordccJ 
Philadelphia two-line han<lstamps on August 22, September 17, and NoYember 10, 
1774. Despite the size of Philaclrlphia, there is no reason to assume two P arlia­
mentary handstamps at this tinw of o\·nlap and no other American city is re­
ported with two Parliamcntar.\· nrnrkin gs during this period. 

The fact that the new smaller marking is introduced at a time when a 'proYi­
sional' subscription post is knO\Yn to ha\'e operated in Phil adelph ia giYes reason 
to suspect a connection with that sen·icc. Th e Salem hamlstamp on the same 
coyer is also one that might he closely associated with a 'prO\·isional ' subscription 
post for it is postmarked on the \·rry cla~· the Salrm subscription books for the 
Constitutional Post were opened. 

Goddard, himself, \ms in neitlwr tO\\·n \\·hen the markings on this cover were 
applied . On 1\Iareh 21st he \Yas in Boston, not Philadelphia, \rhilc on April 1st 
he \\'US some 41 miles 11orth of Salem in Portsmouth , ha\·ing left Salem on March 
29th. In Salem, Echrnnl Norris (Hugh Finla:· calls him Norice on pg. 23 of h is 
Journcd) \ \'US Parliamcntar~· postmaster as successor to his father; he was not 
a sworn postmaster \Yhen Finla~· \·isited him, and therefore \roul d ha\·c been able 
to handle a ' subscription ' post. As ~orris \ms subsequent]~· appoi nted in thr 
early days of the ReYolution b~- the l\Iassaclrnsetts ProYincial Congress it can be 
assumed he might be in syn1path~- with Goddard's Yic\\·s of a Constitutional Post. 

This letter did not traYel from Philadelphia to ~e\\1)0rt \·ia the 'prodsion al · 
subscription post. No such routr had ~·ct been established and the one man, 
Goclclal'd, who might have carried it, \\·e know did not . Ne\·crthelcss the routing 
is more logical in connection " ·ith the Goddard proposnls than \\·ith a Parliament­
ary l<'tter. Thus, despite these qualifications, this eoyc1· still rnak('S the most 
sense when con iclered as a ' provisional ' use. It ma~' be an earl~· philatrlic or 
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Figure 14. l:arl iest recorded copy of the new handstamp 'p rovisional ' style is this cover from the 
Carson collection with the red Philadelph ia and black Salem strikes. 

·exhibition' piece, used to spur subscriptions in Salem in conjunction with thr 
opening of the subscription books. The fact that it is the only postmark of the 
·provisional ' style from Philadelphia reported in 1774 makes the provisional 
association likely if not provable. Particularly this is true when the other ' provi­
sional ' Salem and Philadelphia markings are considered. 

\Vh ether the thesis proposed here that the new markings represent a ' provi­
sional ' service is accepted or not, this is the most searching examination of any 
American colonial postmarks in th eir historical context yet made. It should be 
valuable for that point alone. In considering the detailed analysis to be made of 
the postmarks, consider a) the overlaps with known Parliamentary markings 
b ) the continuation of those markings in other areas c) the fact that the 'pro­
visional ' style is subsequently found on known patriot post office covers in later 
years d) the association of the 'provisional ' style with the patriot movement. A 
particular problem area is the association of these 'proYisional ' marks with packet 
letter s to England to be discussed later in connection with the Iew York hand­
stamps. 

Possible New England Provisionals Prior to May 1775 

There are a number of New England covers from 1774-5 that are candidates 
for being considered 'provisional' uses. In addition to the handstamp SALEM/ 
APR: 1 already discussed on the Philadelphia to Newport cover, I have r ecorded 
twelve items bet,Yeen 1774 and late April 1775 of which eight apply to a possible 
service north of Boston and four to lower New England. One is a manuscript 
marking. On the eleven handstamps all but one follow either the two-line Salem 
sty le (colon bet\\·een month and day on second line ) or the single-Ii ne Philade l­
phia style (colon between month and day) already discussed. 

Considering first the north of Boston senicc, there arc three coYers with 
Salem handstamps identical to the April 1, 1774 style already discussed. Two 
have been reported by ter Braake. The first is dated September 14, 1774 ; he 
did not release other information. The second is dated J anuary 7, 1775 accord­
in g to the handstamp and is illustrated in the Congress Y ear B ook 197.1 article, 
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Figure 15. Possible Provisional Postmarks (as listed in E. N. Sampson's "Stampless Cover Catalog) ." 
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Figure 16. The NEWBURY /FEB : 3 cover now in the C arson collection. 

Foreign Mail to Rhode Jsl,a,nd, by ter Braake. This co,·e1· has a manuscript Sh. 
2.16 rate and is on an incoming ship letter from Cad iz ,,·hich was fonrnrded on to 
Aaron Lopez in Rhode Island. The rate is correct to Providence. 'l'he third 
item is backstamped on Febrnar:· 1 - inside February 15, 1775 - and has a 
2 d\rt. rate to Ne\\·port, R. I. It is addressed to Thomas Vernon, the Parlia­
mentary postmastr1· at Newport who was a confirmed ro:·alist. 

In understanding ho,,· a · pro,·isional' Jetter might be addressed to a loyalist 
postmaster, it is adYisable to rc,·ie\\· the degree to \rhich the Parliamentary post 
was prepared to bend to the popular will. l<'or example, the Comptrnller of 
th e Parliamentan· post, J ames P arkc1· \\Tote Dr. Franklin on June 11, 176G, 

'· The moment a Vessel comes in , the Letters are seized by Force, and cat·­
ried to the Coffee House \\·he1·e they are cried out, and deli\·ered ewn in 
1\fr. Colden 's ( the Ie,1· York postmaster and Customs Sur\'eyor ) ot· rn.1· 
Face, and the Collector durst not or \rill not refuse to enter any ... · ' 

Because of the agitation owr th e Stamp Act, these illegal procedures continnr<l 
- and \\·ere officiall:· tolrrated - for scnral years a~ least. 

Two CO\'ers come from Ne11·hury , .i\lassnchusetts \rith a 28 x 5mm black hro­
line st:·le of Febrnary 3, 1775 on letters to Rcynell & Coates in Philadelphia 
with a 4.16 dwt rate in manuscript. One sold as Lot 3007 in the Edwin 
Mayer sale; the other is illustrated on pg . .J. 7 of Horowicz and Low 's Colonial 
Posts. Th e -t.16 chl"t. is the correct rntc to Philadelphia for the pei·iod: it tl'ans­
latrs into 1/ 2 sterling. The 2/ 2 mannscript rate found on this lcttel' rep1·esrnts 
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Fig ure 17. The PORTSMOUTH/FEB:24 cove r re porte d by E. N . Sa mpson . 

Phil adelphia currency. The inflation factol' on Penns~·h·a ni a cm·1·cnc~· 'ms 
snC'h that 170% to 200% of: the sterlin g amount was i·equil'C'cl in the 1700 's. 

Sa mpson 's American Stmnpless Cover Cnfolog rrconls the t"·o P ortsmouth , 
N. II . items, both of which ''"ere in his possession at one time. Th e Portsmouth 
handstamp is of the t\rn-lin e style and is 51x5mm in black. Th L' co r er illustl'ated 
he1·c is addl'essed to Boston . It bears a manuscl'ipt 2 rate, corrected for this 
1775 cow r on tha t l'outing ;111d a date stamp of PEE: 24. Th e second Ports­
mouth cover is date(l Apl'il 7, 1775 and is also addr esseLl to Boston. The manu ­
script rate is 6d, the sterlin g equiYalent of the 2 clwt rate. 

[11 addition to these se,·en handstamped cm·ers there is one manuscript co,·er 
used north of Boston. It is headed from Boston on December 12, 1774 and ad­
dre . .-eel to Portsmouth. As can be seen from the illustration it hear s a manu­
script "2 dwt" rate mark and is addressed to Richard Smith at J oshua W ent­
'rnr th 's in Portsmouth whil e being docketed as coming from Mr. Atkinson. 

At this time Boston still used the lar ge Parliarne n ta r~· ha ndstamp BOSTON 
(B lake #67 ) . Blake, in his Postal Markings of Bosto n, reports this marking as 
late as October 10, 1774, howe,·e l' , Sa mpson records the 1111.ll'k ing unti l December 
19, 1774. This is after the date of this December 12, 1774 manuscr ipt marked 
c0Ye1·. Tuthill Hubbard, John Franklin's stepson and the ro~ra l postmaster at 
Boston until the Bri tish withdre"· in defeat on March 17, 1776, is known to 
haYe used a so-call ed 'occupation ' marking in 1775. This smalL magenta 271/2 x 
41/2 mm BOSTON is first r eonled on F ebruary 20, 1775 to Newport, R. I. 
(Faulstich auction Jot #755 ) and last l'ecorclecl on June 5, 1775 - two covers 
arc knom1 on th is elate both going to Ne,rport and both 'rith Bishop marks show­
ing sea transit. For the record. some of the other knom1 strikes are 5/ 27 /7':-J 
( ter Braakc r rport ) , .J. / 2fi / 75, and one on a recent dealer 's inadequate]~- clc­
scribed offc1-in g " ·hich notes the letter contents is headed Camhr iclgr 3/ 2-l:fl77:i. 
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Until the 12/ 19 Sampson listing the 'occupation' mark was the only style 
known after the governmental split between General Gage, the royal governor 
and military occupier of the town since June, and the Massachusetts General 
Court, the Provincial legislature that was sitting at Salem, on October 1st. Be­
cause the General Court began to act independently in October, this marking had 
been labeled an 'occupation' use. 

Only this one cover, with its manuscript marking, is reported in manuscript 
during the key early period of the revolution. Blake did not even note one 
manuscript marking from July 1773 until 1783. However, subsequently, manu­
script Continental Congress markings have turned up in the 1779-82 period. The 
use of a manuscript marking at this time, when the Parliamentary handstamp is 
known to still be in use, is particularly puzzling. 

Compare the writing of Mr. Tuthill Hubbard, the royal postmaster, on the 
illustrated post bill with the "2 dwt" on this cover. It is clear the writing is 
not his. Finlay in his Journal (pg. 29-30) reports Mr. Hubbard had only one 
clerk and that "there's no runner employ'd at this office; one wou'd be useful". 
A comparison of this '' 2 dwt'' with handwriting on covers known to be handled 
by the Parliamentary post office at Boston, as illustrated in Blake, important 
auctions, and private collections, produces no single matching example of hand­
writing. It is not unreasonable, therefore, to conclude that this postmark was 
not written by a Parliamentary postman. The alternative is a provisional Con­
stitutional 'subscription' post running north from Boston. 

We have some evidence that a Boston to Portsmouth constitutional post did 
exist in late 177 4 and early 1775. The Portsmouth newspaper advertisement of 
April 15, 1774 cited earlier indicated that, regardless of what happened to 
the subscription posts elsewhere, a post would go north from Boston to New­
buryport (about 20 miles from Portsmouth ) . Further the Salem office on this 
route showed particularly ardent feelings toward Goddard and was in the 
hands of the 'patriots' throughout this period. 

There are a series of ' provisional' constitutional post handstamp candidates 
known from Newbury, Portsmouth and Salem from September 14, 1774 through 
April 1775. These might suggest that the 'subscription' efforts of the towns on 
the line had been successful. Further, there is an indication that a subscription 
post on this route did in fact exist because a Constitutional Post rider, Mr. Trobb, 
is reported on the Portsmouth to Cambridge route in the May 8, 1775 advertise­
ment that first revealed the extent of the new provisional system after the Battle 
of Lexington. 

The case for the 'provisional' service north of Boston is one of the strongest 
that can be made and it is not decisive but circumstantial. Conclusive proof of 
the existence of such services, and the use of these post marks in that connection, 
would rest a) upon examination of the English archives to see if the handstamps 
are recorded in the Post Office book b) contents of letters stating that they are 
being sent 'via the Constitutional Post'. c) discovery of advertisements specific­
ally relating to the service. 

It is unlikely that the English records will reveal anything. Horowicz and 
Lowe 's Colonial Posts suggests that these handstamps are 'provisional'. As 
these British authors had access and motive to examine the archives, there is at 
least a reasonable assumption that they did so and the evidence was not there to 
denote a Parliamentary origin. It is also unlikely that specific advertisements 
will turn up. I have personally read thousands of issues in the period from late 
1773 through 1775 -probably the vast majority of the extent papers - and 
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Figure 18. The Boston manuscript cover of December 12 , 1774. 

found no such clue. Further, no one yet reported a cover with the 'via Con­
stitutional Post ' note inside. As few additional covers can be anticipated and the 
archives are being searched this source also looks unlikely. 

We can hope to pile up more circumstantial evidence. The tone and con­
tents of each of these letters is one source. A second source is the examination of 
the biography of both writer and recipient to see whether either or both is 
Patriot or Tory in view. Tory letter writers would not be likely to use a 'pro­
visional ' subscription service. On the other hand, these 'provisional' markings 
are known to have gone to Tory recipients. 

There are four covers recorded thus far from southern New England that 
are provisional subscription service candidates. Two from New Haven, and 
one each from New London and Westerly, R. I. All have stylistic differences 
distinguishing them from the north of Boston items. 

The New Haven items are in red and measures 45 x 41/2mm with a star be­
tween the names of the tmvn, a new feature, as well as the colon between the 
month and day in the two-line style of the Salem handstamp. The first of these is 
backstamped with the town straightline and an angled JAN :6 date and, today 
is just the outside lettersheet stuck to a blank portion of the original letter. It 
is illustrated as lot 3002 of the Ed Mayer sale and, according to my notes may be 
in the Carson collection today. The second is dated JAN :21 and is r eported 
by ter Braake who uncovered it in his very worthwhile search of archives. Both 
are from 1775. 

The New London cover is on a letter from Middletown, Conn. written Febru­
ary 22nd. It bears a black 42 x 4mm straightline NEW*LONDON, poorly 
doublestruck in the same style as the New Haven (save for the color) and the 
handstamp date is MAR :2, also of 1775. It is currently in Judge Fay's col­
lection. 

The fourth item is of a different style. It was written at Stonington, Conn. 
on January 10, 1775 and addressed to Mrs. Mary Noyes at New Haven. It bears 
the correct manuscript 2nd rate from W esterly, R. I. where it entered the mails 
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Figure 19. Postb ill sign e d by Tut hill Hu bba rd, t he Parliamentary postmaster of Boston , for March 
7, 1774. Handwriting compa rison shows he di d not rate the Boston cover. 

;i nd r ecei,·cu a black 39 x 4111111 WESTERLY strnightlinc a nd a separate JAN 2:2 
da tc stamp abo,·e, as ,,·ell as a manuscript 'w· :-'. This lrttl-1· from the Yale 
Ar chi,·es is illustrated in Th e Posted L etter i 11 Co/011ia / A111erica lw Al exander 
t·(' L' Braake. . 

ln examining th ese four coYers fo1· co nsiderntion as · p1·0,·isi omils ·. it is 
desirabl r to see ho\\' the mail ,,·as carried in lo\\·e t· .:-.le \r f<;ngland at the tim . 
There ,,·ere t\\'O post roads - one from Ne\r Ha Yen north to H artford and thell 
across to Boston , 1111<1 one ca ll ed the lo\rer post road, that ran along t he coast 
from Ne\\' I-I,wen to ='J C\\' L ondon, ·w esterly, Ne\rport , Pro,·icl ence and Boston. 
lt was possibl e fo1· the mail i·id ets to ca l'l':· both the Par liarn entar:r mail and sub­
scrip tion mail at th e time, or mail for their O\\·n account. Th e J ournal K ept 
by IIugh Finlay 1773-4, pg. 32, r eports Thom as Ven10n , the rnyal postmaster at 
Newport sin ce Drcember 27 , 1754, as follows: 

' 'He says that theres t \\'O Post offices in ~c ,,· Port , the King 's and l\lnmford" 
(P eter :Mumford the r ider bet\\'een Ne\\'port and Boston ) and that the 
reYe nue of the last is greatest. It is th e sa me in Boston , both Mumford ancl 
the rider of the upper Stages (H:rdc) rccei,·e much postage for ,,·hich they 
do not account. It is common for people ,,·ho expect letter s b:· Post finding 
none at the Post office to sa :· 'll' ell there must be letters, we'll find them at 
.lfumfords.' It is next to impossibl e to put a stop to this practice in the 
presen t uni,·e l'sal opposition to c,·cr:· thing con nrcted \rith Great Britain.· · 

Subsequently on pg. 33, l<' inl a,\' notes, on ~O\'cmber 3, 1773 : 

'' P eter Murnfonl took the oath of a P ost i·ide1", and sign 'd proper bonds. 
[ \rnrned him of his <la nger in can·:·ing letters pl'i,·atcl:' for his mrn emolu­
ment, and that my instl'uct ions might 111akc a deep impression on him, I 
\\Tote him a letter she\\'in g him ,,·hat hr is honnd to perform and enclosed 
a cop y of his bond and oath. ·· 

On page 35, Finla.'· notes in r ega r<l to J ohn N. Xliller, th(• Dcput:· P ostmastrr at 
~e\\' London fo1· P arliament, appointed June 18, 1769 : 

· ' The ,,·hole income of his office goes to pa:· th e rider Benjamin Mumfonl 
bet ,,·een Saybrook and N'ew Port, a distan ce of 60 mi les, wi th fiye ferrys, on 
the ,,·hole the most difficult a nd as dangerous as an.\' in America; the road 
\\'ithout exception the \rorst, for ,,·hich senicc he is paid £55 Str. pr. ann; 
he sa:·s that the number of horses he hurts thro ' the badness of the roads 
364 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST. VOL. 53, NO. G 
runs a\\'ay with all his profit . and that as there ·s no mannrr of perquisite 
for a rider bet\\·cen Saybrook and New Port , his wages arc too small to 
prodde him in horses and maintain his family. I firm]~- belieYe it. 

It is the custom on eyer~- stage that I ha \'C sune~·ed, for the Post rider 
to execute commissions on the road - I ha\·c been informed that Peter 
l\Iumford the rider bet\\·een Ne\\·port and Boston makes a boYe £100 Rtr. 
yearly of his emplo,vmcnt OYer and aboYe his 1rng·rs from thr Post office. 

Benjamin Mumfol'Cl petitions that his stage ma~· be bct\\'ern Ne1r Port 
and New London and no farthrr, :rncl that hr ma:· hr :illo1\· 'rl his present 
salar.\· for that sen·ice." 

.\ little further on, Finla:· reports that on No\'('mbrr 11th he \\'rotr to Mr. Bab­
c·ock the Deput:· Postmaster at \Vestcrl.\· whom he did not sec on his way to Ne1Y 
London. Col. Josiah Babcock hacl been mad e postmaster there in 1763. 

At Saybrook, Conn., one third of the \\'a~· south hrtl\·cen Ne\\' London and 
-:\r1\· Ha\·en, Finlay met 'old H ercl the Wrstcrn rider'. Hurde and Peete, both 
of 1\·hom liYed just south of Xe\1· H;wen at Stratford, altcl'natcd in carr~·ing the 
mail to -:\Tr\\' York from Sa.\·brook. l •' inla~· comments on Hurd , 

' ·This man Herd at 72 is strong and robust, he has been in the senice 
-1:6 :·ears; he pretends that he makes nothing by it and sa~·s ' he will giYr 
it up - that at present he onl~· riclrs for his " healths sakr ' \\'hich induces 
him to keep it.'' ' 
It is well known that he lrns made :in estate h:· his riding-, and it is said, 
in the following 1rn:·, 

\Va:· letters he makes his cmn perquisite, or rather he has done so in 
former times, at prrscnt e:ich office checks him a little - He does much 
business on the road on commission, he is a publick carrier, and loads his 
horse 1\·ith merchandise for people li\·ing in his route; he receiYes his cash. 
and carr:· 's morn':· hMkmuds and fon\·ards, takes care of return 'd horses. 
and in short refuses no business hm\·ernr it ma:· affects his speed as a Post. 
But for dela:·s occasioned b~· his O\\·n affairs, he might perform his ride in 
time, in any weather. 'Tis rilliculous to see his Majesty courier, metamor­
phos 'cl to a snail paced Carl'ier. He has the address to be punctual in his 
:irriYals at New York.'' 
In Yie\Ying the possihilit~· of a future 'proYisional · subscription post along 

this route a : 'car later thnn these reports, it is important to note the extent to 
\\·hich Finla:· noted the priYate carriage of mail. Mumford canied letters pri ­
\·ately. Hurd \\'as a ·publick carrier' and made \\'ay letters a personal perquisite. 
~otc that both the \\Tcsterl:· and NC\\. London letter originated awa,v from the 
lo\\'ns 1\·herc the:· \\'ere first stamped \\·ith a tmn1 mark. Further, 1\Tumford did 
usr his mm house as a pri\·ate postoffice, in Ne\\'port. 

The 1wxt stop b:· Finla:· \\·as at Nc\r Ha\·en \\·here he stopped \\'ith Christo­
pher Kilb." , the Parliamcntar~· postmaster on No \·ember 13, 1773. Kilb,v who 
\\'<lS appointrd Scptemhel' ] . 1769 to replace Luke Babcock, comnwntecl, 

··That the riders come loaded 1\·ith bundles, packages, boxes, canisters, &c. 
- c\·er:· package has a letter affixed to it , 1\·hich thr rider claims as his O\\'ll 
propert:' and perquisite; na:· sometimes a small bundle of chips, straw or 
old paper accompan:·s a seal'd packet or larg-e letter, and the riders insist 
that uch letters nre exempted from postage. 

The rillers haYe told Mr. Kilb:· that the Dnil might ride for them if these 
\\'a:· letters and packets 1rere to be taken from them. In short, the:· come 
so Joaclcd that it is impossible for them to come in time . The load of news­
papers is so \·er.\· great that the printers can afford :i sum of £60 :·earl:r for 
the hare carriage. 
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The Portmanteaus seldom come locked : the consequence is that the riders 
stuff them with bundles of shoes, stockings, canisters, money or any things 
they get to carry, which tears the Portmanteaus, and rubs the letters to 
pieces - this should be prevented by locking the mails.'' 

Journal, pg. 40-41 
Finlay goes on to give the schedule of the royal post in Connecticut as follows: 

"Herd takes it up from P eate on his return home (to Stratford) and pro­
ceeds with it to the office at: 

Norwalk on Friday ............................... . 22 miles 
ew York on Saturday ...... .... .... . ............ . 55 " 

Norwalk returning Tuesday ....... . ............... . 67 
,. 

New Haven on Wednesday ............. . ......... . 33 " 
Saybrook on Thursday .................... . . . .... . 44 " 
Stratford where P eate takes it Friday ............. . 58 " 

279 
Peate takes the same Tour, and so alternately taking eight days to ride 279 
miles, which is but 33 miles a day ... 

The upper rider or he who goes to Springfield, Hartford &c. to Boston 
shou 'd arrive at this office from New York on Saturday morning 8 o'clock 
but he makes it frequently 11 or 12 ere he gets in. He returns from 
Hartford on Monday night at 7 o'clock. It is remark 'd that " ·hen the sons 
ride (Herd often employs his sons) they get in in time, they are young men 
and not so much employ'd in the commission business ... 

While I was in the office the rider for Hartford arriv'd, it was 11 o 'clock. 
His Portmanteau was not lock 'd, it \YaS stuff 'd with bundles of different 
kinds, and crammed with newspapers; the letters for the different stages 
were not put up in bags, the rider had saddle bags quite full besides, so 
that his horse (a poor looking beast ) was loaded too much to make the 
necessary speed.'' 

Th High Sheriff is quoted as telling Finlay that, 
" Andrew (old H erds son) is a careful man, but Ebenezer (another son ) 
exacts and is careless. '' 

The Sheriff then went on to make a set of remarks that has particular significance 
to the possibility that Hurd carried a subscription Constitutional Post mail in 
1774-5, 

"He informs me Herd not long since deliver 'd to him a letter from ew 
York mark'd in red ink 2, which he did understand to be 2 clwt. or 6d, Str., 
but the rider wou 'cl not deliver it to him, unless he would pay him two 
shillings lawful money equal to 1/3 of a Spanish milled dollar, which he has 
oblig'd to do knowing the letter to be of consequence - he show'd me the 
office mark, it was a single letter mark'd 2 clwt. - he further says that this 
is an ordinary practice with the post riders, and it has more than once 
happened to him. 

A letter was deliver 'd to the rider at New York as it was too late to go 
in the mail; he brought it here, but wou'd not deliYer it without receiving 
3s for it tho' but single.'' 
At Norwalk, Conn. Finlay quotes the royal postmaster, Mr. Belding, as 

stating, 
''that the riders undoubtedly pocketed the money collected for way letters, 
of which there comes many as he says, within his delivery. The riders 
sometimes inadvertently put letters into the office which they wish to conceal, 
not a great while since there was one put into the office by t.he rider mark 'd 
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Postage paid. Mr. Belding demanded the money of him for that letter, 
but he obstinately refus 'd to pay it, insisting that all letters he cou 'd pick 
up between any two offices were of right his perquisite. 

As a proof that the couriers conceal large sums from the office which are 
raised from way letters, Mr. Belding 's information is sufficient. 

Before he had charge of the office the riders used to leave many letters 
under his care, for which he collected the money, and he accounted with 
them weekly, but since he has been appointed Post Master they do not shew 
him one single letter; yet he knows that they bring many every trip and 
leave many behind them with a friend who collects the money for them 
in their absence. 
In short, I find that it is the constant practice of all the riders between New 
York and Boston to defraud the Revenue as much as they can in pocketing 
the postage of all way letters . . . 

Every Post Master making complaint, or giving official information, begs 
that his name may never be mention 'cl as having made any of those repre­
sentations. '' 
Tn considering whether or not a provisional route existed for a subscription 

post it seems clear that the usual Parliamentary posts were not adverse to hand­
ling mail on the side as well as serving in the Harnden express tradition. The 
parliamentary post officers were intimated and did not wish their protests known. 
Goddard, as a former postmaster on this route and as a publisher's assistant in 
New Haven knew the riders and was undoubtedly familiar with the situation. 
It was have been easy for him to line up such men. 

Further, it is clear that a pre-existing private service did exist. Mumford 
held an office at his house. Hurd and P eete had a friend at Norwalk who col­
lected postage for them and kept letters. The riders were known as 'publick 
carriers' and took all sorts of items along with the mail including newspapers, 
which classified them as 'subscription posts' in any case as will be shown sub­
sequently in a detailed analysis of the private posts of the period. 

Christopher Kilby, the royal postmaster at New Haven and one of Finlay's 
informants was replaced at New Haven just prior to the first of the potential 
'provisional ' handstamp uses in lower New England - that of New Haven on 
January 6th, 1775. We find in the Connecticut Journal of W ednesday, Decem­
ber 28, 1774: 

"Mr. Elias Beers has been appointed Deputy Post Master for this town 
in the Room of Mr. John Kilby, resign 'd; the office will be removed from 
Mrs. Kilby's to Mr. Beers' Shop on Thursday, the 5th of next month." 

Mr. Beers' appointment was discuussed in the previously cited Minutes of the 
Deputy Postmasters General Meeting of November 24, 1774 which took place 
while Finlay was in New York with the heads of the Parliamentary post in 
America, 

'' The Secretary laid before the Board a letter from Mr. John Kilby of 
New Haven, giving his Reasons for returning the Commission made out 
for Mr. Lyman Hitchcock, and recommending Mr. Elias Beers for Deputy 
in New Haven. Ordered, that the Secretary write Mr. Kilby, to know 
what way of life Mr. Beers is in, and the Names of those who are to be his 
Securities.'' 
Most of the postal officials in southern New England in early 1775 where 

the possibility of a 'provisional ' subscription Constitutional Post is being con­
sidered are known Goddard sympathizers. ·when the Constitutional Post ad­
vertisements were run in the post-Battle of Lexington period we find that the 
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lower New ~ngland ridel'S arc those referred to he1·e. Peet and Hurd \rerc the 
Constitutional P ost r iders from :l'\c\\' London to Ne\\' York on the lO\rer road 
as well as the r iders from H artford to New York. P eter and Benjamin Mumford 
\\'ere the r id ers from Ca mbr idge to PrO\·icl rnce, Ne\\'port ancl Ne\\' London. 

Th e ne\\'ly appointed New Ha\·en postmaste1., Mr. Beers, \\'US listed as the 
Constitutional Post at that tO\rn. Thus, he could be assumed to be a strong 
supporter of Ooddarcl 's 'subscription post ' \\·hen first appoin ted although that 
fact would not haw been kno\\'n to the Postmasters Oeneral. William Ellery 
\\'a s the Constitutional P ost at Hartford \\'hile Nathaniel Shaw sen·ed at New 
'London . In terestingly enough, there \\·as no Constitutional Postmaster reported 
at PJ:·ovidence, Newport or W esterly. The Committee on Correspondence handled 
the first t wo offices and the third \\'as unmentioned . Subsequently the Rhode 
Island Assembl.v rcna me<l .John Carter on June 2, 1775 at ProYitl ence an<l nam ed 
Nathaniel Otis to replace the dismissed ro~·a l postmaster, Thomas Vernon, at 
Ne\\'p01t. Th ry also appoin ted Joshua - not Josiah - Babcock at Ne"· London 
(J oel Bn hcork \ras appointed thrl'r Ortohl?l' 10. 177G) . 

, , Hugh :F'inlay's J ournal r ecorded that th e ProYi(l cnce postma ter, John 
Cn rter, was a publisher. He \\·ns also a Goddard associate. In Ne\\' London , 
the postmaster was kno\rn for extracting ne\\'S from the papers before sending 
them on. At that tim e this man \\·as John S. 1\'[iller - not the subsequent Con­
stitutionnl P ost, M.r. Shaw. Ho\\'eYer, the publisher of both the Ne\\' London 
and the New Ha\·en newspaper \\·as Timoth~r Green, a knO\rn Patriot, \rho ma~· 
\\'ell have made arrangements for the 'subscription post ' ; he \\·as kno\\'n to God­
<lard. Green's brother, Samuel, became the Charlesto\\'n , S . C. postmaster at 
the close of the ReYolution, and seYeral of the Green family were associated with 
the Annapolis post office. 

Pulling together the knmrn data and the specific coYers, it \\'OU Id seem 
reasonable to conclude that the t\\'O Ne\\· H a \·en markin gs were applied by a 
subscription 'provisional ' Constitutional Post sen-ice in light of, a) the stylistic 
characteristics of this postmark, b ) the subsequent politi cal position of both Mr. 
Brers and the Connecticut post riders, c) the kno\rn \\·illingness of the riders 
to handl e mail priYately and to set up th eir 0\\ '11 men in to\\'ns to coll ect, d ) 
the fact that much mail did go outside the Parliamentar~· post though through 
the P arliamentary service in 1773. A possibl:· clinching point is the fact the 
January 6, 1775 coyer was carried outside the mail from Ne\\· York and is from 
" The Friends of Liberty " at Ne\\· York accord ing to the 1\Ieyee catalog. Thus 
it met the condition of ' ,my ' letter and was of a nature to suggest that it would 
not be allowed into hands of a P arliamentan· s.rn1pathizer. The fact that the 
handstamps are red rather than black, as in the rest of 'Ne,\· England on the 
prm·isional candidates, is probabl:· insignificant. 

'fhe matching nature of the Ne\\' T,omlon co\·er , th e fact that both New 
1,ondon and New Hann had the same publisher - a knO\rn patriot - and the 
fact that the post riders im·olYecl were subsequently Constitutional r iders suggests 
that this too is a Yalid prO\·isional conr. The fact that Sha\1·, a 1\Iember of the 
Committee on Correspondence, handled the Ne\1· London office for the Constitu­
tional Post as did Wesley H obby at l\!Iidd leto\\'n , wh ere the letter \\'as \\Titten, 
also supports th e thesis that this is n probable proYisional post item. This 
368 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST. VOL. i>3, °"O. G 
lcttel', too, had a " way" association, having taken ten days to get to New 
l1omlon where it " ·as handstamped, upon r eaching th e New Ha\'en/ New London 
route. 'l'he manuscript 2d rate \\·as correct for New T1onclon to Providence, thr 
destination. 

Th err a re se,·era I reasons for not considering th e ·w estel'I." co,·e r a prm·i­
siona I. First, it is in a differ ent handstamp style, a lbeit onl~- s lightl~-, from 
all other candidates in that it does not ha\'e the colon date. Second, th e Ne\\·­
port R. I. Mercury issue of February 6, 1775 contained a 4~inch deep list of 
lr ttel'S in the post office including one for Mr. Will iam Goddard . A Goddard 
lcttel' " ·onl<l certainly have been hand led clifferentlv if the local offices in Rhode 
I sland werr all in the hands of dua l agents, as i~ th e case of New Haven, at 
this tim e. Third , the knmrn Goddard post recol'ds of early 1775 list no offices 
in Rhode Island although there are Constitutional Post rid ers - the Mumfords . 
Th e offices arc to be handled by the Comm ittees of Safety and Correspondence. 
Fourth, th is cover is the only ca ndidate in lower New England to be written off 
the post route sen·ed b~r Hurd and Peete, whose rid ing stopped at Saybrook 
until July 6, 177-! and later at New I1ondon for both the King and the Con­
stitutional Post . It is, of course, possible that this was carried by the Mum­
fords and turned over to the lower posts at New T_,onclon. F ifth, no ·westerly 
offi ce is r ecorded under the Constitutional Post, 01· its successors for many years. 
despite th e naming of various Ba bcocks to the position by the R. I. Assembly in 
Jun e and October of 1775. Th e first rrturn r ecorded in the Franklin ledger 
is October 30, 1776 - after F ranklin had left the country - rather than J anuanr. 
!'i, 1776 as with New H a,·en and Ne"· I1onclon where accounts for the Fall of 177!1 
" ·ere reported . Thus, I would conclud e that this marking is from the Parliament­
ary office at Westerly, where we lrno"· Mr. Babcock was the Deput~r from Finla~·' s 
.Journal pg. 37. It is not quite clear \vheth er this is Franklin 's old fr iencl , 
Col. Josiah Babcock, or on e of his sons. 

To Be Continued 
Wonderful Holiday Gifts 

PHILATELIC BOOKS 

For over 40 years, The Collectors Club has published numerous 
Handbooks relating to almost every field of philately. Some have been 
soldl out long ago , now only being obtainable at an auction sale at 
prices far above their original selling price. 

See Page 332 for the books currently available. 
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The Clubhouse 
The Meeting of May 1, 1974 

Swiss Evening at the Collectors Club 

Presented by the Helvet,ia Stamp Society 

My Basel Dove 
By Ernest A. Kehr 

My maternal family having come from the famous city of history, culture, 
art and industry, I've always had a lon' of and interest in the famous stamp 
issued by Basel just 139 years ago. 

It's one of the great classics of stampdom and one that has a more unusual 
direct and indirect philatelic association than any other of which I know -
past or present. From a pure technical point of view, th e "Basel Dove" was 
the first stamp in the world to be printed in more than a single color; the first 
to use more than one printing method in its production , and the first to depict 
a bird. 

But its philatelic associations run much deeper and it 's that aspect I 'cl 
like to share with you this evening. Zurich and Geneva had copied the ad­
hesive stamp idea from Great Britain and successfully used them for a year 
when Johannes Bernouilly, derector of the Postal System of Basel , on Jan. 10, 
1844, got the city council to authorize the introduction of one for the 2,000-
year.lQlcl city above the banks of the Rhine. As letters weighing up to 151/2 
grams cost one lot, or 21/2 rappen its face value was put at that amount. 
Melchior Berri, a native architect, created the striking design - a black bishop 's 
staff (crest of Basel) at top; the doYe in the center and appropriate inscrip­
tions within attractive framing. 

The drawing was sent to the printing firm of Krebs, in Frankfurt a/M, 
Germany, where copper plates were engraved by a craftsman whose name 
never was recorded as far as I have been able to ascertain . After the printing 
in blue, r eel and black, the clove flying with letter in beak, was em bossed in an 
uncolored portion of the carmine center. 

Assorcling to records, 1,250 sheets of 40 stamps (five rows of eight subjects) 
were printed and delivered to Mr. Bernouilly, and placed on sale on July 1, 
1845. 

Now let 's get to some inter esting philatelic assiciations of the popular 
classic. At the encl of the last century, a correspondence was uncovered - all 
the letters with their Basel Dove £rankings simply addressed to one Carl 
Ryhiner. This gentleman was the son-in-law of Johann Jakob Burckharclt, the 
banker and guild leader whose portrait was used as the subject of the 5+5 
centime value of Switzerland 's 1947 Pro Juventute set. Melchior Berri, the 
designer, was incidently, the brother-in-law of Burckhardt, so it all seemed to 
be a family sitution. 

Ryhiner acquired a house on the Aeschenvorstadt, today a well-known 
street of banking houses and exclusive shops, and located almost exactly on the 
site of the Drachen (Dragon) Hotel, built and operated by Switzerland's dis­
tinguished stamp dealer, Ernst Mueller . Then called, "Zum Goldene Loewen " 
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(Golden Lions ), one of the old house's suites was rented by Ryhiner to a name­
sake of the Collectors Club's governor and trustee, one John G. Boker , who had 
been appointed by President Andrew Jackson, as the first diplomatic legate 
accredited to Switzerland from the United States, in April, 1830. 

Just before the Basel Dove was issued, Ryhiner accepted the post as 
h,fnerican Consul and consequently handled a good many of the cloves - not 
on)y on letters sent to him, but also unused ones. He not only bought supplies 
from himself, but kept them available to friends and neighbors who clidn 't 
want to hike the half mile down to the "Ship Landing " of the Rhine, where 
the postoffice was located - just in front of what today is the Three Kings 
Hotel. 

The Basel Dove is a rare and valuable stamp today - not so much because 
few of the original 50,000 remain in existence, but rather because so many con­
noisseurs have established a fantastic demand for specimens, for generations. 

Largest known multiple today is the magnificent mint block of 15, present­
ly owned by the Swiss Postal Museum, in Bern. Originally it was found in 
the back of a secretary-desk, where it had slipped half a century before. It 
was acquired by the late Alfred F. Lichtenstein , who considered it to be the 
"most beautiful philatelic item he had ever seen," prizing it above and beyond 
his cover franked with two Post Office Mauritius stamps for which the Weil! 
Brothers paid the incredible $380,000. It remained in the AFL collection 
until 1937, which Ernst Mueller bought for one million Swiss francs in cash. 
The block then went into the Iwan Bally collection, and later was acquired b:v 
the Swiss PTT. 

One block of four, mint, OG and \Yith corner margins, was in the Ferrary 
hoard and, on Oct. 12, 1925, was sold to Maurice Burrus, who had outbid both 
Arthur Hind and Theodore Champion. It had been sold to Ferrary through 
an auction staged by Hekker, of Amsterdam, in 1906. 

Another margin block of four, but of the essay rather than the issued 
stamp ,also is known to exist. It was sold during a sale between May 9 and 
16, 1927, by Ed. Luder, of Zurich. On April 24, 1972, Jack Luder, his son 
and head of the famous CORI PHILA auction firm, offered a block of 14 
(3x5 less the right lower marginal single) of the essay which fetched con­
siderably more than its Zumstein valuation of 43,500 and Luder's estimate of 
40,000 Swiss francs. Whether this is the same item (then a block of 15) re­
ported, in the "Berner Briefmarken Zeitung, " to have been sold to Ernst 
Zumstein to one Mr. Darnora, of Turin, at an undisclosed price, in 1910, or 
not, cannot be ascertained. 

While the Basel Dove was intended solely for local city mail, it was 
possible to affix two to letters sent beyond Basel 's limits. This accounts for 
the extreme scarcity of pairs; as of 1972, only 15 such pairs are known to exist. 

One of the novel features conceived for the INTERNABA 74 exhibition, 
was the idea of inviting philatelists in all parts of the world who owned some, 
to send them to Basel where they would be mounted in the Court of Honor. 
According to Chairman Max Guggenheim, more than 100 singles on and off 
cover, pairs and at least one block have been promised . " Basel Doves fly back 
to Basel'' will be the title of this display of more copies of the stamps than 
ever before had been displayed at one time. 
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Switzerland's Sitting Helvetia Issues 1862-83 
By Harlan Stone 

Switzerland's ·'Sitting· H ch ct ia · · stamps, long neglected, arc recog-nizecl 
toda~' as the country's first modern issue. New postal rates gaYe the postal 
authorities the opportunity to introduce these stamps with perforation. , true 
safety paper and the neutral Latin \\"Ord " Helvetia" in place of the prc,·iously 
used German, French and Ital ian inscription. As a result of the impro,·ements 
in production , th ese seamps cost much less than the preceding "Strubeli " issue. 
They also bore larger, more distinct figures of Yaluc and proYidcd n critical 
public with a more attractiYe r epresentation of Heh·etia. 

J. P . Riess, engraYer at the BaYarian Mint, designed the Sitting H ehctia 
stamps after Switzerland's coins and engraYed the design. The S"·iss postal 
authorities printed the stamps at Switzerland's Federal Mint in Bern. There 
the stamp paper " ·as gummed, surface color printed, embossed, impressed with 
a safety control mark to guard against counterfeiting, and final !~· perforated 
113,4. 

'I'he control mark shows the S'Yiss F ederal cross in a double oYal. r\ plate 
impressed this mark simultaneously on eyer~· stamp in each sheet of -l-00. All 
control. marks on the Sitting H ehetia stamps arc a " " ·icl e" ,·ersion. Later 
stamps also bear a " narrow " YCrsion " ·hich ronforms to th e hem ldic specifica­
tions for the Swiss Federal cross. 

The Swiss postal authorities created a great rnriety of now scnrce Sitting 
H elvetia proofs during extensi ,·c laborator.v tests to dcYelop printing and 
cancelling inks that " ·ould pre,·ent the cleaning· and reuse of used stamps. 

Because of their long period of use, the Sitting He1'·etia stamps are rich 
in color Yarieties, printing plate fla\\·s and po tmarks. The chief differences 
among the three issues are : 

First issue - Paper : medium thick, opaque, off-white. 
1862-63 Gum: brownish. 
Second issue - Paper: thin, semi-transparent, \\·hitc. 
1867-78 Gum : colorless. 
Third issue - Paper: thin, granite (blur and red threads ) . 
1881 Gum: colorless, brittl e. 
In the first issue metallic inks were used to produce the t"·o highest Yalucs. 

The 60 centimes and 1 franc sta mps ha,·c special metallic colors ''"hich thr 
printers achieYed by sprinkling the still " ·et stamps with special powders, then 
shaking off the excess. The 60c. has dark red ink co,·ered with bronze po"·dcr, 
and the lfr. has yellow-bro\\'11 ink co,·ered 'rith gold powder. Some lfr. stamps 
were mistakenly embossed on pnper color printed for the 60c., resulting in a 
lfr. bronze color. 

From Oct. 1, 1 62, the da." the first four Sitting H eh etia stamps appeared , 
to July 31, 1863, the last da~· the Strubeli issue " ·as Yalicl , it was possible to 
use stamps from both issues on the same letters. This type of mixed franking· 
became possible again at the end of the Sitting Hehetia issues. From April 1, 
1882, when the succeeding cross and numeral stamps and Standing Hehetia 
stamps appeared, to Sept. 30, 1883, the last day the Sitting Hch·etia stamps 
"-ere valid, the public could use a combination of the different types. 

The Sitting Helvetia stamps with granite paper r emain ed in use only from 
1881 (exact date unknown) until Sept. 30, 1883. In contrast to the stamps in 
the first and second issues, these arc thus much more uncommon in used rather 
than mint condit ion. 
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The most well known printing variety inYolves a double impression, one 
im·erted of the values and \\·ords "Helvetia" and " Franco " on a few of thr 
Sitting 'H elvetia stamps.More common rnrieties in clude colored shield tips, 
broken and split frame lines, partial con trol marks, and control marks impressed 
on the front instead of the back of the stamps. 

The Swiss postal authorities oYerprinted the word " Specim en" on thr 
Sitting H eh ·etia (and succrrding·) stamps to mark th em as samples for thrre 
different reasons: 

To distinguish printers ' proofs. 
To set aside stamps to be used for th e training of postal employees or 
for record-keeping purposes. 
To qesignate stamps to be submitted to the Uni,·ersal Postal Union or 
foreign postal authorities . 

The overprint appears in t\ro forms, the first large and blue or black, the second 
. mall and black. 

On Oct. 1, 1883, th e Sitting Hehrtia stamps became obsolete. From May 
H that )·car, the date of the demonetization clecree, to Jun e 30, 1887, the public 
could exchange mint Siting H elYetia Stamps for the succeeding issue. The 
postal authorities decided to sell these obsolete stamps to the public at helm,· 
face value for collection purposes, and hega n to do so apparently before the 
exchange period ended. 

To preYent purchasers from trading in the stamps a second time at face 
rn lue, the authorities OYcrprinted some with " Ausser Kurs " for "out of 
currency,'' using two different t~·pes of lettering. 

A large num her of these remainders subsequently flooded th e market, and 
the Sitting H eh etia issu es became unpopular. Th e postal authoritirs haYe 
neYer repeated this method of disposing of obsolete stamps. 

Swiss Internment Cancels and Other Markings 
By Robert C. Ross 

These r emarks arc based on a handbook in progress being prepared by 
K arl Sharp and myself. This booklet contains a preliminar~r draft of that 
handbook and is intended merel~- as a \\·orking paper and not as a definitive 
study . The " ·ork is incomplete in seYeral respects, and some statements must 
be treated as speculation. 

The frames contain only a small portion of the material an1ilable. I am 
inclebted to RcYer end Albert Adams for th e 1871 label on coyer. 

Coll ectors \\·ith information on th is subject ar e urged to contact Karl 
Sharp at 1136 ·white Oak DriYe, Verona, Penns~·l rnnia 1!1147 or me at 28 
Kenmore Pl ace, Glen Rock, Ne"· J ersey 07-152. 

Swiss Internment Cancels and Other Markings; 

Franco Prussian War and World Wars I and Il 

Switzerland acted as an innkeeper for tens of thousands of the participants 
of the last three gr eat European \\·a rs. This working paper is a prel imnary 
study of th e postal markings from those wars. Errors and inadequacies are 
certa in to exist in the material here presented ; inter ested collectors ar e urged 
to communi cate with th e au thors in an cffo1't to improve the work. 

Franco Prussian War (1870-1871) 

Military internm ent camps \\·ere first established in S"·itzerland during tlw 
Franco Prussian ·war. On F ebrnar? 1, 1871, 87,000 troops led by the French 
General Bourbaki crossed tlw Swiss frontier rather than surrender to the 
Prussians. 
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A special label was issued by the Red Cross and printed by the P.T.T. 
These labels were used for less than two months by French soldiers sending 
letters to France. The Swiss granted internees free correspondence to France 
or within Switzerland ; other correspondence was charged the normal rate less 
r egular, domestic postage. Correspondence was required to carry the legend 
' 'Gratis '' or one of these labels. 

The labels were hurriedly printed on various shades of lilac paper and 
were inscribed : " lVIilitaires frarn;ais internes en Suisse. Gratis. " They are 
listed first in the franchise stamps group in Zumstein 's specialized Swiss catalog. 

During this war, internment mail was handled by the Swiss Post Office. 
According to postal directfres, cancels were not to be applied to the gratis 
labels, but only elsewhere on the face of the coyer. Nevertheless, cancelled 
copies exist either through error or habit on the part of postal clerks. 

The normal Swiss circular or, more rarely, straight line cancels appear on 
these covers. We know of circular cancels from Aarau, Basel, Friebourg, 
Herisau, Luzern, Neuchatel, Sarnen, Schweiz, St. Gallen and Zurich, and a 
straight line strike of Oron. 

Copies of this label on cover, cancelled or not, with proper posting and 
arrival marks are scarce and are the most desirable Swiss internm ent camp 
material. 

First World War (1914-1918) 

At the outbreak of World War I, the Swiss mobilized and agam became 
a haven for combatants and refugees. Most internees were from France, Bel­
gium and the nited Kingdom. In addition to guarding the borders, the 
Swiss Army was placed in charge of internment camps. Nevertheless, the 
federal post office was r esponsible for delivering most internee mail. 

Internees were entitl ed to send letters and cards free of charge to addresses 
within Switzerland and to their homelands; but other correspondence abroad, 
special delivery letters and registered mail was charged normal postage less the 
normal domestic rate. Internee mail was censored by the Swiss army. 

Army personnel hand-stamped mail with a two line straight lin e mark 
reading " Internement des Prisonniers de Guerre" or " Kriegsgefangenen-In­
ternierung " on the first lin e and the name of the camp on the second line. In 
some cases, the phrase "en Suisse" or " in der Schweiz" appears on t he first 
line. Mail was then delivered to the regular civilian post offices where the 
normal , dated postmarks were applied. 

W e know of the following postmarks on internee mail from World War I. 
(In addition, Strowsky lists 110 camps or Yillages where French troops " ·ere 
interned, but it is not known how many of these camps and villages had their 
own hand stamps or cancels.) Those marked with an asterisk used a straight 
line cancel ; we do not know the types of the others. 
Adelboden •chateau d 'Oex 
Aeschi p. Spiez (2 types) 

•Basel •Chatel St. Denis 
Bazel •chur 
Beaten berg Corseaux 

•Bex Davos-Dorf 
Blonay *Davos-Platz 
Bougy-Villars Engelberg 

• Brunnen Geneve 
Caux Gen eve (Centre) 

Gersau 

•GJion 
Grandvillard 
Interlaken 
Kandersteg 

•Lauterbrunnen 
Leysin 
Loeche-Les Bains 
lVIarchach 
Meiringen 
Montana 
lVIiirren 
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Neuchatel 
Oberhausen 

*Oberhofen 
Oberwaid b/ St. Fiden 
Region Oberland -

Bernois 

*Sal van 
Spiez 

·~st. Niklaus-Suisse 
*Teufen-Appenzell 
Tour de Tremel 

Vernayaz 
Visp (Viege ) 

*Weesen 
*Y.leggis 

\Volf<'nschiessen 

The Oberland mark was for an administrative center handling the follo-w­
ing camps in that area: Spiez, Interlaken, Kandersteg, Miirren, Meiringen , 
Lanterbrunnen, Beatenberg, Aeschen, Adelboden and perhaps Chateau d' Oex. 

Military postmarks are sometime found on internee mail although there is 
no official sanction for this usage. 

Many items of postal stationery were imprinted for the use of interned 
troops. The Red Cross and other groups printed various types. The British 
command printed a special envelope, and many hotels issued special postcards. 

Second World War (1939-1945) 

As the Second World War began, Switzerland again mobilized and opened 
her borders to refugees. A large number of Polish troops entered Switzerland 
in 1939, but this group generally left for France or Great Britain soon there­
after. After the fall of France, over 50,000 French, Polish and Belgian soldiers 
entered Switzerland, but a significant number of the French and, perhaps, 
Polish soldiers left after a treaty with Nazi Germany and Vichy France in 
late 1941. As the war continued, camps were established for American and 
British fliers, Italians, Greeks, Yugoslavs, escaped prisoners (perhaps criminal 
internees or perhaps escapees from Nazi prisons), and others. ( o dates ap­
pear on these marks so any chronology is somewhat speculative.) 

American and British fliers were kept at the expense of their governments 
at hotels, primarily in the Bernese Oberland. Some internees attended col­
leges. The great majority, however, were forced to work on farms or in con­
struction. A few were confined to hospitals and to the prison at Hutwilen. 

The Swiss Army was placed in charge of the administration of the camps, 
but mail did not normally flow through the regular postal system. Instead, 
the Army used its fieldpost system, and civilian cancels were not normally used. 
Each camp was assigned a cancel (if it was large enough ), and these cancels 
occur in severa l types. The last three pages in this booklet illustrate the major 
types. 

As far as we know, no special camps were established for the first wave of 
Polish internees; they may have stayed for so short a time in Switzerland that 
no official action was necessary. 

First, No Camp Name Marks 

The second major influx of internees began on June 16 and 17, 1940. By 
June 19, the section of the Military Internees Post began operating under the 
direction of Lt. Col. Frutiger. The first marks consisted of a double lined circle 
with the Swiss cross in the center and with phrase '' Internment de militaires 
frarn;ais en Suisse" in the outer ring. This handstamp was withdrawn in a 
few days because it did not indicate that tlw mail went post free; this short 
usage makes it a very rare mark. 

The first mark was quickly replaced with a similar mark without the 
Swiss cross and with the text "Franc de port" in its place. (This mark is 
known both with and without the small square periods in the uoter circle.) 
The inscription " Internement de Militaires frarn;ais en Suisse" was not adhered 
to literally because it is found on mail from Belgian and Polish soldiers as well. 
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Later, according to the 1940 BBZ article referred to in the bibliography, this 
mark 'ms used as an official and as a provisional marking. These two marks 
(with a rnriation in the case of the first ) are found on the first line of the chart. 

Camp N ame Marks 

Sometime before December, 1940, a third type of mark was used. The 
outer text reads "Camp Militaire D 'Internement Suisse" or "Kriegsgcfangen­
eninternierung Schweiz " , in either sans seriffed capitals or sans seriffed capitals 
and lower case letters. The camp name appears in the inner circle, and there 
is no Swiss cross or "Franc de Port". \Ve belieYc that there are about 20 
cancels of this type, and the fixe known to us are sho\\rn on the type chart on 
the second and third lin es of the first page of types. 

By December, 1940, BBZ reported a type of mark " entitl ed to be called 
the last, and definitive, type of mark .. . · ' Again there is a double lined circle 
with outer text either "Camp militaire d'internement Suisse" or "Militar­
Intern icrtenlager Schweiz". At the top of the inner circle appears the phrase 
" Franc de port" and in the center appears the nam e of the camp. On single 
line cancels, a small Swiss cross appears under the name of the camp . 

Normally, the French language cancels (the most common ) haYe two fiYe­
pointed stars in the outer circle while the Ocrman language cancels have two 
six-;pointcd stars. :Most cancels are in sans serif text, capital s and lo"·er case 
letters, but a few of the inner nam es of camps appear in itali cs, either in wholr 
or in part. 

Most cancell ations haYe a single line for the camp name. Doubl e line 
names occur because of the length of the town name, in order to indi cate the 
canton, or in order to indicate the location of a camp located at a town with a 
duplicate name elsewhere in Switzerland. Three line cancels occur for the 
third reason only. 

Nine representatiYe examples of this type of cancel arc shown on the 
second page of the type chart. 

Most cancels are in black, although we ham seen a few blue cancels and 
one in red. 

The number of these cancels is not known to us. The 1940 SBZ articlr 
indicated that there were then 345 different handstamps of all types. Schild 
has r eported informally that there were 602 different cancels authorized by the 
Federal government. Thomas reported ''some 600'' camps out of ''a rumored 
1140 total", but he may haYe been talking about camps " ·ithout marks as '"ell. 
We haYe prepared a list of oYer 600 cancels, but it is based in part on pub­
lished lists with apparent typographical errors and cannot yet be consiclerNl 
definitive. Unfortunately, the Swiss goYernment still considers this classified 
information (almost 30 years after the end of the " ·ar ! ) , and there may neYer 
be a definitive list. 

Miscellaneous Circular Marks 

Sometime after Dccem ber, 19-!0, se\·era l other circular types \\·ere used on 
internment mail, examples of some of which appear n the third page of the 
type chart. These are in German , French and Italian, with Yarious texts. 
Some of these marks appear to ha Ye been used for large areas; for example 
the first German language type is from a letter from an American fli er interned 
in a hotel. The " Thur " cancellation is for an administratiYe region and may 
more properly belong in a military cancellation collection. 

There are at least two other varieties similar to the French language mark. 
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In the first, the stars in the outer frame are small, solid squares; there is no 
Swiss cross; and "Franc de port" appears on two horizontal lines in the center 
of the inner circle. The second is the same as the example in the chart except 
that the text in the outer frame is "Camp militaire d'interncment Suisse". 

Another, possibly military, mark is similar to the "definitiYe" type with 
a Swiss cross and " Franc de port " in the inner circle. The outer text, how­
ever, reads " Internement de militaires en Suisse Berne" and the inner text 
reads " Bureau de r enseignements ". 

Se,·eral other marks of a circular type ar e known, including marks used 
by a camp for escaped prisoners and a militar.v hospital for internees at Leysin. 
No doubt there are many types not yet known to us. 

Straight Line Marks 

\'Ale haYe not yet found any straight line cancels used by camps, although 
the two Liechtenstein camps at Ruggell and Schaan used two line, straight line 
cancels. 

HoweYer, straight lines marks are common on internment mail. Most of 
this mail was censored, and the censor marked the envelope with a three digit 
number , in each case beginning " ·ith "3 ". Most censor numbers are in purple 
or violet, although grey and black are sometimes found. Censors also sealed 
some en\'Clopes \dth " ·hite tape carrying the follo\\·ing legend: 

'' Geoffnet - Zensurstelle fur Interniertenpost 
OuYert- Service de Censure de l 'Internement 
Aperto - SerYizio di Censura per l 'Internamento'' 

SeYeral straight line marks are found in the nature of a r eturn address 
from the Yarious aclministratiYe officers ot· simply as a return address, for 
example: "Internierten Abschnitt Nollen", "Arbeitslager Poln. Int. Ring­
li kon ", and "Eidg. Kommiss. fi.ir Int. & Hospit. Abschnitt Aargau' ". 

A three line mark \Vas used to indicate that the addressee \\·as not, or was 
no longer , an internee: " Ne figure pas dnns le/ fichier des internes/ militaires 
en Suisse". In some cases the handwritten notation " Evades" explains the 
reason. 

A two lin e, boxed handstamp reading · ' Zuzustellen/ F eldpostdirektion · · is 
known to us only in red and may be translated ·'Deliver to addressee/ Field­
post H eadquarters." This mark is often found on mail from outside Switzer­
land to internees within the country; apparently the Post Office applied this 
mark for fonrnrding letters to the Fieldpost service. The mark is also found 
on some covers forwarded from one camp to another; perhaps there was no 
field post senice from those areas, and civi lian postal service was used for a 
portion of the trip. 

Civil ian Internees Post 

A related, straight lin e mark was used on mail of cidlian internees, who 
also enjoyed free postage according to the 1940 BBZ article, but on what basis 
we do not know. The mail was impressed with a two line mark readin g "Franc 
de port/ Interne civil". 

Civilian internees did not liYe in camps but were lodged in Yarious parishes 
in Freiburg. These internees, again according to the BBZ article, handed 
their mail in at the post office in the normal way and not to the fieldpost. 
The local postmasters did not mark the mail in any way, but forwarded it to 
Berne where it was postmarked and forwarded. Incoming mail was censored 
at Berne and forwarded to Romont for distribution. By December, 1940, all 
civilian internees had been sent home to France, and this post was terminated. 
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Civilian Postmarks 

As noted earli er and unlike World War I, the civilian post office did not 
have primary responsibility for internee mail. However, as indicated above, 
some internment mail was carried by that service. In addition, mail from 
certain camps (and from some camps from certain periods ) bears regular 
postal markings of a nearby town; for example, mail from interned students 
at the University of Neuchatel seems invariably to carry the normal civilian 
cancellations. There are also reports of coyers cancelled with both camp and 
regular cancels as was the vVorld War I practice, either intentionally or in 
error. 

Guard Mail 

Unlike the practice in ·world War I , mail posted by guards at the camps 
was not normally cancelled with internee postmarks. Instead each guard unit 
was assigned its own cancel as were other, regular Army units. These cancels 
may bear a four digit Fieldpost number or a legend such as "Bewachung .. 
struppen". However, this regulation was not carefully followed. Jesse B. 
Thomas examined some 30,000 covers addressed to the Red Cross during 194G. 
H e indicated '' ... it has been impossible in some cases to differentiate between 
the covers from the prisoners (sic, most internees were not prisoners) them .. 
selves and those from the camp staff and troops or constabulary presumably 
guarding them . . ., since fieldpost cancels in many cases are used on covers 
bearing unmistakable MS return addresses of individual prisoners - and con· 
versely, rubber stamps of the administration often appear with the distinctive 
camp cancels used for internees' mail.'' 

Stamps and Postal Stationery 

Neither the Swiss government nor the Army issued special stamps or 
stationery for internees. However, there are two stamps and at least four 
items of postal stationery printed by internee groups. In addition, the Red 
Cross and several other organizations printed envelopes for the use of internees. 

After reconnoitering through our findings from these three wars, shake 
off your battle fatigue and r eport the new items that are interned in your 
collection. 
3

1974 PROGRAM OF MEETINGS 

Exhibit opens at 7 :30 p. m . 

Meetings convene at 8:00 p. m . 

November 20th - NATAL-W. R. Hart, London, England ; 
SUDAN- W. Frazer, London, England 

December 4th - UNITED ST ATES USED ABROAD-Henry Stollnitz, 
Forest Hills, N. Y. 

December 18 - BOARD OF GOVERNORS OPEN HOUSE-Bernard 
D. Harmer, Robert A. Siegel, Co-Chairmen 
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THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 
PUBLICATIONS 

By J. R. Purve~, R.D.P., F.R.P.S.L. 
Postal History of Port Phillip District 
The "Emblems" of Victoria 
Victoria: The Postage Dues 
Victoria : "Butterfly" and "Barred Oval" Cancellations 1850-55 
Victoria: The "Barred Numeral" Cancellations 1856-1912 
Victoria: The "Registered" and "Too Late" Stamps 1854-58 
Victoria: 1901-12 I ssue (The Sd., 4d., and 5d. Values) 
Victoria: The V Over Crown Watermarks 
Phi lately from Australia: Cumulative Index to Vols I-X, 1949-58 
Philately from Australia: Cumulative Index to Vols XI-XX, 1959-68 
The Postal History of Barakoma Airfield, Rev A. H. Voyce 
Tasmania: The Postal History and Postal Markings, H. M. Campbell, F.R.P.S.L., 

J. R. W. PurveS', F.R.P.S.L., L. C. Viney, F .R.P.S.L. 
New South Wales Numeral Cancellations, Alan G. Brown and H. M. Campbell, 

F.R.P.S.L. $5.00. First Supplement 
Cumulative Index : Commonwealth of Australia, W. M. Holbeach, F .R.P.S.L. 

Postage Extra in all Cases 

JOHN GARTNER at THE HAWTHORN PRESS 
601 LITTLE BOURKE STREET, MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 3000 

$3.50 
$6.50 
$6.50 
$2.50 

$10.50 
$10.50 

$1.00 
$1.00 
$1.50 
$1.50 
$2.00 

$10.50 

$1.50 
$3.50 
1974 - Our 56th Year 

STAMPS WANTED 

Each Year Our Public Auctions 
and Gold Medal Mail Sales 

Sell Over 75,000 Lots ! 
We Urgently Need Additional Material 1 

You want the most for your stamps. We gladly pay it without delays or 
bargaining. Bring in personally, or send in by insured mail or express, attention: 
Appraisal Dept. All shipments are held aside intact awaiting your instructions 
after we send our offer or advice. Informal appraisals are free, and our buyer 
can visit you to inspect larger properties. 

J. & H. STOLOW, INC. 
915 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 10010 Tel.: (212) 533 - 0790 

"Rated first in stamps by all standard authorities" 

Stolow's has purchased outright, at the top market price, with immediate 
cash payment, more than $50,000,000 worth of fine stamps. Our needs are 
unlimited. 

f'air treatment is always assured 
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x'= x x x x x x -x x _ x x - x x x-x~x 

~.ij SWEDEN, NORWAY, DENMARK, fm 

[I~ FINLAND, FRANCE, SWITZERLAND, iill 
... CANADA & :·: 
~.~ CLASSIC SOUTH AMERICA [~j 
[~] At the moment we hold extensive stocks of these countries - mostly illi ii early issues, except Switzerland where we deal in all periods, and we :•: 
... would welcome your enquiries . m1 

i~ For the convenience of our numerous customers in the U.S. A. these :•: 
.,. ca n be addressed to our representative in you r country:- Im 
~II.· Mr. John F. D. Baresh, ~·1:1 l~M P. o. Box 383 u 
" Burlington, Mass . 0 1803, .. 

~J) U.S. A. i1ii 
.. who would also be pleased to send you our latest price list of Switzerland. 

@ ~ 
(~~ LEO BARESCH lill 

Mansfield House, 376-9 Strand, London WC2R OLA, England :·: 
(All invoiced in Dollars , payable to our account in New York.) 1111 1111 
 
 

I  
!

 
3

f ................................................... -........................................................................................................................... . 

+ I
+ i 
J FOR THE SPECIALIST 1
T i 
T i f Covers, stationery, rare cancellations, proofs, specimens, varieties, etc. - our :,

1

;
1 f stock covers the world and selections will gladly be sent on approval. References, 

T please, from clients unknown to us. i 
T I f When in London, you are invited to visit our showroom and offices, and clients f 
T ore a sked to make themselves known to our representatives who regularly attend i 
f the A.S. D.A. and lnterpex exhibitions in New York. j 
f For the convenience of United States collectors we have accoun ts in their ! 
f cou ntry and payments may, therefore, be made by personal cheque in dollars. I 

 i
 ERIC ETKIN LIMITED t 

I • 

! 1 
T International Philatelic Dealers i 
• 1 
I • ! 45 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON WIY 9HB, ENGLAND f 
1 ! f Telephone : 01-499 1781/2 ! 
• I 
: . 
• I : .
r i 
·~ .......................................................................................................... _._ ............................... _. ___ .... -·-·-·-···•···-···•··•···' 
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NEW ZEALAND 

1855. 1 / - Richardson printing 

A fine used copy of the scarce 

Scott #8 with good margins all 

round and light cancellation. 

$420. 

F. W. COLLINS 
Stoborough Croft, St. Cross, 

Winchester, S023 9RX, England. 
COVERS 

POST AL STATIONERY 

Specialist Material 

• 
WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS? 

• 
rJ11w GnglanJ Stamp Co. 

45-X Bromfield Street 

Boston 8, Massachusetts 
LONDON on 3rd DECEMBER 

A fine OVERSEAS auction 

with AUSTRIAN P.O's ABROAD, BOSNIA. 
FRANCE with P.O's ABROAD, GERMAN 
STATES and COLONI ES, ITALY with 
States. Africa co mpri ses the valuable 
'Michael Sacher' collection of EGYPT with 
suberb mint and P.O's abroad, and Latin 
Ameri ca is represnted by HAITI Postal 
Hi story and the cancellations of PERU. 

LONDON on 17th DECEMBER 
A fine BRITISH EMPIRE auction 

with a valuable collection of CANADA 
stron g in mint plate number blocks 1897-
1942, CYPRUS with earl y covers, GAMBIA 
and GOLD COAST with early letters and 
an interestin g section of POSTAL STA­
TIONERY overprinted 'SPECIMEN'. 

Illustrated Catalogs by Airmail $3 each 

VOLUME FIVE 
of the Encyclopaedia of Empire Postage 
Stamsps comprising 

NORTH AMERICA 
Library Edition in one volume £15. 

or u. s_ $40. 
De Luxe Edition in two volumes £20. 

or U.S. $50. 
available by regi stered post from: 

THE LITERATURE DEPARTMENT, 
ROBSO LOWE LTD., 

THE AUCTION HOUSE, 39 POOLE HILL, 
BOUR EMOUTH BH2 SPX 

or 
HJMR CO., P. 0. BOX 308, 

N. MIAMI, FLA. 33161 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
50 PALL MALL 

LONDON SWl y SJZ 
ENGLAND 

Cables: "Stamps London SWl" 
Telex: 915 410 

V.A.T. No.: 239/4486/31 
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ADVANCED 
COLLECTOR ? ? 
We can assist you , if you are in­

terested in material for a "Special­
ist!" 

We have one of the finest selec­
tions of Errors, Proofs, etc. of 
a lmost all Topicals -from many 
countries also - like RUSSIA, 
SPAIN , FRANCE - AIRMAILS, 
etc., etc. 

Please ask for special offers. Ap­
provals gladly made for serious 
collectors. 

BUY with confidence from a 
Specialist! We have been serving 
Philate ly for over 45 years! 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
P. 0. BOX 448, 

MONROE, N. Y. 10950 
U you are searching for a truly choice 

classic cover, your prime source is: 

MIDWAY 

STAMPS 

LTD. 

2077 CENTER A VE. 
FORT LEE 
N.J. 07024 

£ 
382 
Do Not Sell Your Collection 
81 long as you enjoy collecting and 
81 long as you have fun with your 
stamps. But when you get tired or a 
collection because it has reached its 
goal, when you want to etarl in another 
philatelic rield, do not hesitate lo dis­
pose of the "finished" collection. In 
this way you will obtain additional 
funds for purchases in your new field. 
When you deci de lo sell, talk with a 
dealer whom you have trusted with 
your purrhases. He is the right man to 
sell for you the item s he h es once sold 
to you. We ere always happy when we 
can give advice and help or this kind. 
Contact us when the time is ripe and 
we will do our beet to arran~e a satis­
factory enle of your material, either 
hy privnlfl sale or by auction. 

MERCURY STAMP CO., INC. 
I 0 East 40th Street 

New York, N. Y. 10016 
Tel.: MUrray Hill 3-6745 

Cable Address: Mercstamp Newyork 
A NEW BOOK 
from the 

Collectors Club of Chicago 
Regular De Luxe 

" The U n it ed States 1869 $17.50 $22. 50 
Issue-an E ssay-Proof 
Histor y" by Fred P . 
Schuer en (due from 
t h e p r inter s in early fall) 

"New Yor k F or eign 
Mails" by Morrison 
Wau d & Arthur Van 
Vlisingen 

"Chicago P ostal 
His tor y " edited b y 
Dr. H a rvey K a rlen 

"Fr a n ks of th e Western 
Expr esses" b y 

Sold 
17.50 out 

17.50 22.50 

Mel Nath a n 17.50 22.50 

All Postpa id in the U.S.A. 

The Collectors Club of Chicago 

1029 North Dearborn St. 

Chicago, Illinois 60610 
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THE POSTAL HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES 
1. 1760 (23rd July) outer letter sheet to London bearing a strike of the SL 

'New York' in brownish red. Scarce B ritish Colonial Postmark. $228.00 
2. 1790 entire letter from Bordeaux, France to Phi ladelphia rated '2/ 6' and 

bearing a fine strike of the straight line 'Baltimore J an 24' in b lack. At-
tractive item ------- ·· ··----····--------····--------------------------·····--- ········-------··· ·---- $84.00 

3. 1847. 5c. red brown. Very fine single cancelled by orange red grid on 1848 
folded lette r to Athens, Maine. 'Boston 5 cts' datestamp of the 1st Nov-
ember alongside, also in orange r ed. Scott 1 ......... .... $288.00 

4. 1847 lOc. black. Fine single cancelled with the blue grid of Louisville in 
Kentucky on letter sheet to Philadelphia dated 8th June 1849. Scott 2. 
R. P. S. Certificate --------------------------- _____ ............. ----------- ... --------------------- ------------ $780.oo 

5. 1845. 5c. black. Postmasters Provisional. Fine single with m arked re-entry 
used on enti r e letter to London, England per 'Boston Steamer' in August 
1845. Rare usage. Scott 9Xl .... ----------------- .. .. ·--------------.. --·.. ....... ........... . $1080.00 

6. 1851 3c. or ange brown. Fine single cancelled by the small 'Paid' grid of 
Boston in a shade approaching m agenta on cover to Washington. Scott 10. 

$132.00 
7. 1855 lOc. green. Type II. Superb used, large m argined single cancelled 

with the black 'Boston Paid' on attractive 1857 envelope add. to Corn­
wall, Canada West. Backstamped Montrea l. Scott 14 ---------- --------- $204.00 

8. 1861. 5c. buff and lOc. yellow green cancelled with red grids on cover 
'pr Cuba' to Avignon, France from New York in 1866. Very scarce and 
attractive combination . Scott 67, 68 .... ·--- --------------- ... ---- ----------- $360.00 

W. E. LEA (Philatelists) Ltd. 
I Adelphi, John Adam Street, 

Strand, London, W.C. 2 

Cables:- Leastamps 
Why are line stamps the best 

investment? 

Well the energy crisis 

hasn't affected their 

value yet. 

• 

EZRA D. COLE 
NY ACK, N. Y. 10960 

Telephone 914 - 358-0964 
521st AUCTION SALE 

Wonderfu l early U.S. singles and 
blocks + plates, including many rari­
ties. A wonderful sale. 

Suitable material solicited for future 
sales for outright purchase or aur . 
tion . 

Interest-free advances arranged. 

Daniel F. Kelleher Co., Inc. 
Est. 1885 

40 Court Street 

Boston, Mass. 02108 
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FEBRUARY 11 - 12 
AUCTION 

60-volume collection of 

CANADA 
the property of 

Vincent G . Greene , F.R.P.S. 

The first portion of this exceptional col­
lection will be sold February 11 - 12. It 
is a comprehensive collection of Canada 
with particular strength in Covers and 
Postal History. It includes a number of 
rare and unusual pieces some of which 
have not been on the market for a 
generation or more. These sa les will be 
iln exceptional opportunity for the col ­
!o ~tor of Canada to add unusual cov­
ers, multip les and proofs to his collec­
tion. 
Ill ustrated ca ta log ue should be of per­
manent reference va lue. 

Subscriptio n to Catalogue 
and all 1975 sales and prices realized $5. 

J. N. SISSONS LIMITED 
37 KING STR EET EAST 

TORONTO, CANADA MSC IE9 
Cables : Sistamp, Toronto 

Phone 416- 364-6003 
!Xlll!:JOQQCIDCIOQQCIDCICB:R:ftltltltltlDC!tlL 
U.S. CLASSIC 
COVERS 

Covers, Cancels & Postal History, 
are sold 3 times per year at Pub­
lic Auction. Illustrated Catalogs, 
sent for $1.00 in Stamps, incl. 
Legal Size #I 0, S.A.S.E. for Prices 
Realized. 

Above, sent on approval, against 
Want Lists, U.S. C lassic 19th & 
20th Century C over Collections 
Wanted, for either outright Pur­
chase, or Consignment for Future 
Auctions. Corresponden ce Invited . 

AL ZIMMERMAN 
843 Van Nest Ave. 

Bronx, N. Y. I 0462 
Tel. 212 - 822-7333 
384 
AUSTRALIAN 
STATES 

Covers, pre-adhesive letters 

Postal Stationery, 

Specimen sta mps 

Die proofs and material for 

the Specialist 

Enquiries are invited 

Argyll Stamp Co. Ltd. 
265 Strand, London, WC2R I AJ 

England 

Close to St. Clement Danes Church -

nearest Underground: Temple. 
SPECIALIZING IN 

CHOICE 

UNITED STATES 

Stamps and Covers 

CANADA 

PENCE ISSUES 

Bruce G. Daniels 
ONE BOSTON PLACE - Room 1220 

BOSTON, MASS. 02108 



~- 5 DECEMBER 1974 

Auction sale of classic stamp reproductions by Jean de Sperati. 

BRITISH EMPIRE 

and FOREIGN 

Specialists are well aware of the work 
of stamp reproduction carried out 
by Jean de Sperati. This sale com­
prises only die proofs of his repro-

. ductions most of wh ich are signed. 
In recent years the worth of this 
artist has been acknowledged by 
philatelists throughout the world and 
his work recognised as forming an 
integ ral part of any specialised study. 

Catalogue $1.00 

----------To Stanley Gibbons Auctions Ltd. 
Drury House, Russell Street, 

London, WC2B SHD, England 

Please send me your auction brochure for 5 December sale. I enclose 

cheque/P. 0. value ........................... . 

Name ....................................................................................................................... . 

Address ................................................................................................................... . 

Lon don 163668 SEP/NOV 



H.R. Harmer, \nc. 
6 West 48th Street, NeW 't'orl<. NY 10036 

p.rea Code 212. P\aza 7.4460 
are pleased to announce the receipt of three 
important collections \or sale at auction. 

!HE "MR AND MRS NORMAND. 
ELLISON" UNITED STATES 
including an Nr Post 24~ inverted center 

and other rarities - To be included in an al\-U.S. auction 
scheduled for Februa'!'Y 4-6-

THE ··FLO'iD T. STARR" 
UNITED STATES including the three 1869 inverted centers. 
qua\il':I classics and a representation ol 
Foreign, strong in Canada - To be o!lered in two auctions scheduled 

!or March 17 -

THE "DENNY SHUTE." UNITED 
STATES A\R POST AND cANl>DA 
with a line representation ol 
qualil':I classics 
- To be oHered in May-

THREE pROPE.RT\ES WITH A 
VALUE OF THREE-QUARTERS 

OF A M\LUON DOLLARS 

to a .Fully illustrated uction date. Gratis fruction catalogues . om our galleries· S0¢11 be available ap . • each b proXImat I y mail. Request c~fu~~~:;nonth prior application blank. 


