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On sale 19 May: a new Action 
for Species stamp issue, and 

a miniature sheet celebrating 
the 250th anniversary of the 

Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. 
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Fire Services stamps . Postal 
stationery. Sherlock Holmes 



Cover The Sackler Crossing 
at Kew, which links the river 
side of the Gardens with the 
major sites on its south side. 
The Crossing is featured on 
one of the 81 p stamps on the 
miniature sheet to be issued 
this month. The Plants issue 
was previewed in the January 
Bulletin. Photograph © Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew. 
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Forthcoming issues and withdrawals 

28 April 	 Issue Silver Stamp collection No 3 - 50p Gloucester 

Cathedral Stamp 

30 April 	 Issue Smilers for Kids: Big Ears, Wild Cherry Flower 

Fairies, Jeremy Fisher, Little Miss Sunshine. Available 

as A5 sheets of 10 stamps in packs, or as A4 theme 

sheets of 20 stamps 

30 April 	 Withdrawal Territorial Army medal cover 

12 May 	 Withdrawal Cathedrals stamps, presentation pack, 

and stamp cards Beside the Seaside stamp book 

19 May 
	

Issue Plants stamps, miniature sheet, presentation 

pack, stamp cards, miniature sheet press sheet; Kew 

coin cover; Kew maxicards with stamps from minia-

ture sheet 

21 May 	 Issue Stamp book, 4 x 1st definitives, 2 x Flowers, 

commemorating 50th anniversary of NAFAS 

9 June Withdrawal Classic Carry On and Hammer Films 

stamps, presentation pack, stamp cards, stamp 

book with Carry On advert, and stamp cards and 

stamp set Scouts prepaid postcards (2007) 

Availability All items available from 
Royal Mail Tallents House )address 
below). Selected items are available 
at Post Office branches and Post 
Office philatelic outlets at the main 
post offices in: Bristol, Cambridge, 
Chester, Colchester, Coventry, Croy-
don, Durham, Edinburgh, Exeter, 
Glasgow, Grimsby, Harrogate, Lich-
field, London lEautcheap & Trafalgar 
Sql, Newcastle upon Tyne, Norwich, 
Nottingham, Plymouth, Portsmouth, 
Princes Risborough, Southampton 
)High St and Hedge End), Southend-
on-Sea, Stevenage, Stroud, Trow-
bridge, Truro and York. 

Royal Mail Tallents House 21 South 
Gyle Crescent, Edinburgh EHI2 9PB, 
UK. Telephone order line (08.30-
17.00 Monday to Friday): 0845764t 
e41; from overseas+44 131 316 
7483. Minimum handling charge UK 
£1.45, Europe £1.55, rest of world 
(airmail) £2.15. Some products can 
be ordered on Royal Mail's website: 
www.royalmail.com/shop  

12 June 	 Withdrawal St Paul's medal cover 

16 June 	 Issue Mythical Creatures stamps, presentation pack 

and stamp cards 

30 June 	 Withdrawal 14p, 46p and 78p definitives; 2007 

definitives presentation pack (16p, 48p, 50p, 54p, 

78p stamps) 
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From Cohn Bakers postal 
stationery collection: a view 
of Constantinople on a 1901 
postcard 
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This month The Editor previews this issue 
MAY is a significant month for us collectors, being the anniversary of the 
issue of the world's first adhesive postage stamps, the Penny Black and the 
Twopence Blue in 1840. Next May - the I7oth anniversary - will be an 
important month, as London will host an international stamp exhibition. 
In this Bulletin Richard West anticipates this event, highlighting some of 
the attractions. London 2010 Festival of Stamps will differ from its prede-
cessors as it will comprise a number of events in London and related activ-
ities around the UK. We look forward to publishing full details of these in 
the months ahead. 

This month's Bulletin includes a preview of the Fire & Rescue Service 
stamps (i September) and another interesting feature on postal stationery 
from Cohn Baker, and we commemorate the 75th anniversary of the Inver-
ness-Kirkwall airmail service, the 4oth anniversary of Concorde, and the 
I5oth anniversary of the birth of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. I am sure there 
will something in this issue to interest all readers. 

Enquiries To arrange a visit, 
telephone 020 7440 4220 or 
email archivea@bt.com. For 
a summary of BT's history, a 
visit to www.bt.com/archives  
is a must. 

Stamp scene News and upcoming events: 
Glenn Morgan keeps you posted 
BT Archives Those readers with an interest in the telephone systems with-
in Britain, once managed by the Post Office prior to privatisation in 4984 
of course, may be interested in knowing that BT has an active archival unit 
based at the Holborn London telephone exchange. BT is the world's oldest 
communications company, with a direct line of descent from the first com-
mercial telecommunications undertaking in the world s 

Cricket Philatelic Society 
http://www.cricketatamp.net  

Cricket Philatelic Society The interesting cricket-related displays at Spring 
Stampex included material from the ci's, formed in 1997. There are over 
100 members from around the world and the society provides appropriate 
facilities to enable members to contact each other about their hobby and 
to buy, sell and exchange cricket philatelic material. The society also assists 
in the compilation of records of cricket stamps and postmarks and to peri-
odically publish album leaves for the 'Cricket Stamp Album'. A website 
exists and there is a quarterly newsletter entitled Wickets. For membership 
details write to: Derek Gallimore, 30 Pinewoods Avenue, Hagley, Stour-
bridge DY9 oJF. Membership costs just £6 (UK) or Lb  (overseas). 

Enquiries Write to Universal 
Mail United Kingdom, P0 Box 
59318, London NW8 1DJ or 
see www.universalmail.co.uk  

Universal Mail UK This New Zealand postal operator is currently market-
ing ten different hang-sell flat-sheet booklets depicting London icons for 
use on international letter and postcard mail leaving the UK. These may 
be posted in any Royal Mail pillar box or Post Office, are self-adhesive, 
bear phosphor lines and were printed by security printer Job Enschedé of 
the Netherlands. 
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200 years young A opeL1II ISSIOC of to stamps celebrates 200 years of postal 
services in Australia and reflects the contribution they have made to the 
everyday lives of Australians over the last two centuries. Today, Australia 
Post's services touch the lives of millions of people every day - from tradi-
tional letters and parcel services through to logistics, fulfilment, identity 
services and database management. Their press release concludes: 'After 
200 years, there is no doubt that Australia Post continues to be a part of 
everyday life in our nation - yesterday, today and tomorrow.' The stamps, 
which are all 550  values, are a lovely set for anyone interested in the histo-
ry of the posts. 

The series comprises several formats, including gummed stamps, a FDC 

(gummed or self-adhesive), self-adhesive booklet, self-adhesive sheetlet, 
large prestige booklet including an imperforate sheetlet, postal and numis-
matic cover, stamp pack, chequebook of 20 sheetlets, maximum cards, 
coils of ion, strips of self-adhesives and a collector pack. For the one of 
everything collector this amounts to A$263.55 (approximately /J120). 

The general public can vote for their favourite Australian stamps of all 
time from a choice of 150 designs, and the top five choices will be reissued 
as the second set in this celebratory series on Australia Post's bicentenary 
day (26June). There will be a third set, details of which are under wraps 
at the time of writing this article. 

A unique website has been created to enable people to see all the events 
being planned for this important milestone in the history of Australia Post. 
Visit https://200years.auspost.com.au/ to learn more about the Australia 
Post story, bicentenary activities, details of a new book and documentary, 
the new stamps and coins and a schools education programme. 

The 10 stamps are, from top 
left: First postmaster, Early 
post office, Early posting box, 
News from home, Early Air 
Mail, Home delivery, Post-war 
immigration, Retail PostShop, 
Express Post (letter boxes), 
and Part of every day. 
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WORPEX For further details 
visit www.worpex.com  

Midpex For more information, 
including a full list of dealers 
and societies taking part, as 
well as directions to the venue 
visit www.midpex.co.uk  

Events Worcester Philatelic and Postcard Society will be holding WORPEX 
2009 on Saturday 9  May between to.00 and 16.00 at Oldbury Park Pri-
mary School, Oldbury Road, StJohn's Worcester wR2 6AA. There will be 
specialist society meetings, over 30 dealers selling stamps, postal history, 
postcards, albums, catalogues and accessories. Admission is 5op and there 
is a large free car park. 

The dates for ThematiX 'og, national thematic show, are now confirmed 
as Friday 26 and Saturday 27 June at the Jester Suite, Harlequins Rugby 
Club, Langhorn Drive Twickenham TW2 7sX. The venue is a short walk 
from Twickenham Railway Station, or by road M25 junction 12 - M3 - A3 16. 
Hours of opening are Friday 10.30-18.00, Saturday io.00-i6.00 and over 
20 thematic dealers will be present. It is a ground floor location and there 
will be ample free parking available. 

Over 50 national and international dealers will attend the Stafford Stamp 
Show 2009 at the Staffordshire County Showground on 19-2OJUne. On the 
Saturday, the event will be hosting the Midland Philatelic Federation Spring 
Convention & Inter Society Competition. Open ii .00-i8.00 Friday, 10.00-

16.00 Saturday. 
The 63rd annual convention of the Yorkshire Philatelic Association will 

be held at Sheffield Wednesday Football Club in the Hillsborough Confer-
ence Centre on 20june, between 09.30 and 16.30. Over 30 dealers will be 
attending and there will be specialist society meetings, free admission and 
plenty of parking. The event is to be sponsored by Cavendish Philatelic 
Auctions and the British Postal Museum & Archive. The web address has 
13 interesting PDF articles taken from the society's journal Sheffield Philate-
list, which are well worth reading if Sheffield postal matters interest you. 
The site overall is a fine example of what a local philatelic society website 
can and should look like. 

The newly-built Xcel Centre at Canley, in Coventry, is set to hold the 
largest Midpex ever with over 50 dealers and 45 specialist societies taking 
part. Supported by Cavendish Philatelic Auctions, Midland Philatelic Fed-
eration and the Association of British Philatelic Societies, Midpex 2009 will 
feature display material covering many different aspects of collecting. The 
ARP5 will also hold its AGM and Council Meeting during the day. There 
will also be display meetings by the British Thematic Association, Canadi-
an Philatelic Society, Postal Order Society, and Oriental Philatelic Society. 
Chairman of the Organising Committee, BryanJones, said 'Whatever you 
collect, there will be something for everyone at this show. With some of the 
best dealers taking part, you will surely find something to add to your exist-
ing collection but it is also a chance to talk to other collectors with differ-
ent interests and to view their displays. It will not only add to your know-
ledge but may start a whole new collecting area for you. Midpex 2009 takes 
place on Saturday tiJuly 2009, 10.00-17.00. Entry will be free. A shuttle 
bus will be available from Carley railway station. The venue will be sign-
posted from the A45 for those travelling by car. It is expected that the event 
will be opened by the Lord Mayor of Coventry and there will be a special 
appearance by 'Rowland Hill'. 

ThematiX Contact Paula and 
Philip Cant on 01256 415699, 
visit www.paulacantstamps. 
couk or send an email to Bob 
Lee: boblee@thematix.co.uk  

The ThematiX website adress 
is www.thematix.co.uk  

Stafford Stamp Show Visit 
www.jrs-stamp-shows.co.uk  
email info@john- rice- stamps. 
co.uk  or telephone 01785 
259350. 

Enquiries See website www. 
sheffieldps.org.uk  or phone 
0114 2302020. 
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Philatelists on TV A team of philatelists may appear on BBC2 in May or 
June in an edition of the quiz programme  Eggheads,  usually broadcast 6pm 
Monday to Friday. 'The Philatelists' team, filmed in January at the BBC TV 

studios at White City, London, comprised Mike Brindle, Barry Feltham, 
John Baron, Cohn Searle and Dane Garrod, against 'The Eggheads', the 
regular team which includes champions of  Mastermind, Brain ofBritain and 
Millionaire. How they fared remains secret until the programme is shown, 
but team members say they acquitted themselves well, and enjoyed studio 
banter which they hope will be used in the edited 30-minute programme. 

100 years of PCGB Last month saw the publication of a book entitled ioo 
Years of the Philatelic Congress of Great Britain 1909-2009 by Cohn Searle. I 
saw the pre-publication draft copy and therefore know that it promises to 
be an excellent publication in its final form. It is A4-sized and in full colour 
throughout, with at least one page being devoted to each Congress held. 
It contains a fascinating historical record of Congress ephemera including 
proofs, cancellations, labels, photographs, menus, postcards, programmes 
and much more besides. 

Once the promised copy has been received it will be given an in-depth 
review here, but in the meantime why wait? It is available now directly 
from Cohn, price £36,  plus £3 '&i', for non-members of ABPS affiliated 
societies, or the price plummets to just £18, plus £3 P&P, to members of 
ABPS affiliated societies. 

Most active collectors in the UK are likely to fall into the latter category 
and benefit from the lower price. However, if not currently qualifying for 
the discount, why not join a society - it is bound to be cheaper than pay-
ing the full book price, and you'll benefit from the knowledge and friend-
ship that a specialist or local society offers. Visit www.ukphilately.org.uk/ 
index.htm to see a database of affiliated societies. 

PCGB enquiries Email Colin  
at searlec@gmail.com, or 
write to him at The Old Post 
Office, 1 Wellesbourne Road, 
Barford, Warwick CV35 8EL. 
Cheques should be made 
payable to 'ABPS Ltd. If you 
are claiming the discounted 
price, please give the name of 
the ABPS affiliated society of 
which you are a member. 

ATA The American Topical Association has recently relocated its central 
office following the appointment of Vera Felts of Carterville as its next 
Executive Director. The new mailing address is: ATA, P0 Box 8, Carter-
ville, IL 62918-0008, USA  

ATA  For membership details 
about the largest thematic 
association in the world, visit 
www.americantopicalassn. 
org  
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Bath Postal Museum This well-loved museum has recently put 
on show a part of its collection of opo model vehicles and 
greetings telegrams. Fans of the BBC series Larkrise to Candle-
ford may be interested to know that the research for the postal 

aspects of the series was carried out at the Museum. 
Opening hours are: 11.00-17.00 Monday-Saturday (16.30 in 

winter). For enquiries, write to Bath Postal Museum, 27 North 
gate Street, Bath BAI ij; telephone 01225 460333; email info@ 
bathpostalmuseum.org  or see wwwbathpostalmuseum.co.uk. 

Boots labels update Reader Robert Bostock has kindly provided details of 

more Boots-type labels to add to the listing in the Bulletin of November 
2005 (with updates May andJuly 2006). 

1996: China Stamp Exhibition Hong Kong '96 (Hong Kong), unbrand-
ed label; Indonesia '96 (Indonesia), unbranded label, numbered. 2002: 
Japex '02 (Japan), Boots branded. 2006: National Stamp Exhibition, Tor-
quay 2006 (UK), unbranded label; the Machin Collectors Club also issued 
a sheet that apparently exists in Enschedé and Questa versions of the un-
branded labels. 

In addition to the above, there are at least two variants known for each 
of the following. 5996: Bangkok '96, two different designs on unbranded 
labels, at least one of which is numbered. 200I: Hong Kong 2001, silver or 
red overprint on Boots branded label. 2006: Washington 2006 World Phi-
latelic Exhibition, two different designs on unbranded labels. 

Finally, the Penny Black and Two Penny Blue Rushstamps labels that I 
included and recorded as having been issued circa 2000 were probably 
issued much earlier, as Robert received a mailshot from the company post-
marked in December 1995 bearing the Penny Black version. 

WDYTYA? The majority of readers of the Bulletin are philat-
elists, but some will also have an involvement with the hobby 
of family history. The same can be said of the British Postal 
Museum & Archive; indeed they have far more family histor-
ians utilising their resources than they do philatelists. At the 
end of February, the BPMA took part in the annual three-day 
Who Do You Think You Are? Live, the national history show 
at Olympia in London. When I visited on the opening day, 
the venue was packed and the staff members were constantly 
busy at their stand answering many questions from the thou-
sands of visitors, as the accompanying photograph reveals. 

  

British Postmark Society Following my comments in the review of the BPS 
website about the yellow background colour of the site being tiring on the 
eyes, the webmaster, John Enfield, has changed it to a much more restful 
pale blue. It transpires that the yellow was intended only as a short-term 
colour designed to represent the golden jubilee of the society. To view this 
useful site, go to www. britishpostmarksociety.org.uk. 
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Royal Mail news New issues and products 
Special stamps The plate numbers for the House 
of Tudor stamps (21 April) are: c  grey c  yellow 
c  magenta c i cyan (blue) c  black c  phosphor. 
The increase in postal rates from 6 April neces-
sitated a change in values from those shown in 
the December 2008 Bulletin. The values are 2 X 
1st class, 2 X 6p, and 2 x 81p. The miniature 
sheet contains 2 x 1st and 2 x gop values. 

The Mythical Creatures stamps (16June) will 
have images in the sheet margins. The eyes of the 
creatures on the stamps will be printed in the top 
and bottom sheet margins and also in the left and 
right sheets margins between the panes of 25 in the sheets of 50 stamps. 
Similar pictorial devices will be shown on sheets of selected special issues. 

Details of this month's special issue, Plants, were given here in January. 
A pack containing a miniature sheet and a set of maxicards will be avail-
able from 19 May. The four cards bear the stamps from the Royal Botanic 
Gardens miniature sheet. The card images relate to the stamp designs, but 
do not reproduce the stamp designs, as on our stamp cards. The stamps 
will be cancelled with a special Kew postmark. Price /J7.95. 

This month we preview the Fire & Rescue Service issue of i September. 
The third in the military uniforms series, featuring Navy Uniforms, will 
be issued on 17 September, depicting: Flight Deck Officer, 2008; Captain, 
igi; Superintendent WRNS, 1918; Able Seaman, i88o; Royal Marine, 
180; and Admiral, 5795. They were will shown here shortly. 

One of the four maxicards in 
the Kew Gardens pack to be 
issued on 19 May. 

Definitives The current definitive range, following the rate increases from 
6 April, is: ip, p, 5p, 9, lop, 17p, 20p, 22p, 2nd (sop), 1st (gp), 2nd Large 
Letter (p), 50p, 54p, 56p, 1st Large Letter (61p), 62p, gop and £'. The 
range on sale at Post Office branches may vary according to local demand. 

In addition the Cl -50, L2, L3 and  L5 stamps are still available from Royal 
Mail Direct (for business customers) and from Tallents House (philatelic 
customers). NVI stamps for European letters to 409  (8ip), worldwide post-
cards (62p) and worldwide letters to 409 (L'.35) are available in books. 

The new rates affect values previously announced for the Endangered 
Species/Plants issue (ig May). They are now: set of stamps L3.90;  minia-
ture sheet L2.58;  pack L7; FDc  L4.95 UK,  L4.31  overseas; FDC miniature 
sheet L3.43 UK,  L2.99  overseas. 

Please note: the new books 
of 1st and 2nd class stamps 
with security features, on phil-
atelic sale from 31 March, are 
printed by Walsall, not De La 
Rue as stated in March (page 
169). DLR printed the sheets 
of stamps. 

Commemorative and exhibition sheets Three new commemorative sheets 
are in preparation - 40th anniversary of first Moon landing (July), 15oth 
anniversary of 'Big Ben' (September) and 800th anniversary of the Uni-
versity of Cambridge (October). Exhibition sheets are planned for Thaipex 
2009 (August), Italia 2009 (October) and Monpex 2009 (December). Fur-
ther details will be published shortly. 
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Catharine Brandy and Marcus 

James (2nd and 4th from left) 
at the Design Week Awards. 

Royal Mail design awards At the Design Week Awards 

in March Royal Mail won in the Print Design catego- 

ry 	the Mayday - Rescue at Sea stamps. The judges 

said: 'These stamps are phenomenal and beautiful. 

The perforation of SOS signal is very clever'. Lest We 

Forget received a special commendation in the same 
category. A Royal Mail commission also won another 

prestigious award: The winning design in the In-Store 
Branding and Point of Sale category was a prototype 

for a large stamp perforation frame printed on vinyl that could be mount-

ed on Post Office counters. The judges said: An immediate winner'. Royal 

Mail Design team members MarcusJames and Catharine Brandy collect-
ed the award at the event ceremony at London's Hilton Hotel • 

Post & Go stamps pack A pack is now available con-

taining one of each value of the Post & Go machine 
stamps, introduced in October 2008. The stamps are: 

1st class (standard), 1st class Large Letter, Europe to 
uog, and Airmail to iog and 2og. The stamps, printed 
in gravure by Walsall, are reproductions of the stamps 

printed by the first machine to go into use, at the Gal- 
leries Post Office in Bristol. The stamps bear the code number of that ma-
chine - 02051 I. The pack contains separate stamps - they are not printed 
in a se-tenant strip as can be produced from the Post & Go machines. The 

pack, price L3.o8,  is available only from Tallents House • 

Ordering Smilers on Facebook A new Royal Mail Smile Calendar applica-

tion enables users to record important dates in their lives - like birthdays, 
anniversaries, weddings and family gatherings. It also allows for the attach-
ment of photographs to the events, which you can then print Out as stamps 
from the Royal Mail Smilers site. Links to the Smilers Application on the 
Royal Mail website are provided on our Smile Calendar. 

Coming off sale The ip, 46p and 78p definitives come off sale on 30June, 

also the pack with 16p, 48p, 50p, 54p and 78p definitives (issued 27 March 
2007). The Cathedrals stamps, pack and stamp cards, also the Beside the 
Seaside stamp book (with self-adhesive stamps) come off sale on 12 May; 
the St Paul's medal cover remains on sale until I2June. The Carry On and 

Hammer Films issue (including stamp book) will be withdrawn on 9  June. 

2009 First day postmarks The special issues for the rest of 2009 are listed 
below, with the alternative First Day of Issue postmarks. 

15t Class 
to lOOg 

020511 1-0844501 

19.05 Endangered Species - Plants: Kew, Richmond, Surrey 
16.06 Mythical Creatures: Dragoriby, Scunthorpe 
18.08 Post Boxes: Wakefield 
18.08 Treasures of the Archives prestige book: London Ed 

01.09 Fire & Rescue Services: Hose, Melton Mowbray 
17.09 Royal Navy Uniforms: Portsmouth 
08.10 Best of British: Britannia, Bacup 
03.11 Christmas: Bethlehem, Llandefo 
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Smilers for Kids Following the launch of this series last October, four more 
sheets are available from 30 April. These feature Big Ears (Noddy), Wild 
Cherry (Flower Fairies Friends),Jeremy Fisher (World of Beatrix Potter), 
and Little Miss Sunshine (Mr Men - Little Miss). The sheets, containing io 
stamps and labels, are available in packs, price £7.95  each. The stamps/ 
labels will also be available in 'theme sheets' of 20 stamps at £8.50 each. 
The packs are available from Tallents House and selected Post Office out-
lets, the theme sheets from Tallents House only. 

The Flower Fairies sheets contain the Flower stamp (Ga.ania splendens), 
the Noddy and Mr Men - Little Miss sheets the balloons stamp, and the 
Beatrix Potter the 'Hello' stamp. The sheets are designed by Magpie design 
group, and printed in lithography on self-adhesive paper by Cartor. The 
packs include items designed to appeal to children, such as writing paper 
and envelopes, colouring-in sheets, bookmarks, and stickers. The Jeremy 
Fisher pack includes baby announcement cards. 
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The BPMA  Freeling House, 
Phoenix Place, London WC1X 
ODL (near Mount Pleasant). 
Phone 020 7239 2570 or see 
www.postalheritage.org.uk  

British Postal Museum & Archive  A new exhibition opens on 6 May, feat-

uring the work of the eminent stamp designer David Gentleman, who has 

designed more than ioo issued stamps for Royal Mail since 1962. The exhi-

bition will feature the artwork for many of these, and some designs which 

have never been seen in public before. It will also focus on the revolution-
ary 'Gentleman Album' of  1966, which had so much influence on British 
stamp design - see Douglas Muir's article 'Off with Her Head!' in the June 

2007  Bulletin.  David Gentleman will give a talk at the BPMA at 19.00 on  14 

May - to book a place phone or e-mail the BPMA  - details at left. 
The BPMA contains the collections of the former National Postal Muse-

um and Post Office Archives. Open Monday-Wednesday and Friday  io.00-

17.00, Thursday  10.00-19.00,  also certain Saturdays - see website for dates, 

also details of BPMA lectures and other events. 

Submitting covers  Readers are reminded that when submitting covers for 

special handstamps to Royal Mail's Special Handstamp Centres, the outer 
cover must bear full postage. Mail posted without payment, marked 'Free-
post' (which does not apply to sHcs), or sent in the Royal Mail plastic 'see-
through' envelopes used for the return of covers to collectors, may be 

	  subject to delay and refusal. Readers are also 
London Special Handstamp Centre  Royal Mail, Mount 
Pleasant, London EC1A 1  B 

Wales  & The West Special Handstamp Centre  220-228 
Penarth Road, Cardiff CF1 1 8TA 

Scotland & Northern Ireland Special Handstamp Centre 
Rutherglen DO, Duchess Place, Rutherglen, Glasgow G73 113T 

Northern England Special Handstamp Centre  South Shields 
DO, Keppell Street, South Shields NE33 1  A 

Midland Special Handstamp Centre Birmingham Mail Centre, 
St Stephens Street, Birmingham B6 4AA 

Bulletin back issues Glenn Bushell has a run of the Bulletin, 1990 to 2008, 

offered free to any reader willing to collect or pay postage. Contact him 
on  01603 410581. 

reminded that covers and cards submitted for 

handstamping must bear a return address - 
Royal Mail reserves the right to return any un-

addressed items uncancelled. The address can be 

typed, handwritten (in ink or pencil), rubber-
stamped, or by using an address label. However 
'Post It' notes should not be used for this purpose 

as they can easily become detached. 
The addresses of Royal Mail's Special Hand-

stamp Centres are shown opposite. 

Prize draw Win a coin cover 

FOR THIS MONTH'S DRAW, we have the new Kew 
coin covers as the main prize for the senders of 
the first two cards to be drawn on  29  May. Four 
runners-up will be sent the Kew miniature sheet 
maxicard sets. To enter, simply write your name 
and address on the back of a postcard and send 
to: Kew Draw, British Philatelic Bulletin, Royal 
Mail,  35-50  Rathbone Place, London WIT IHQ, 

to arrive no later than. 
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Left: a cover sent from Inver-
ness to Kirkwall 29 May 1934. 
Above: the Inverness Airport 
inauguration ceremony, 1934. 
Below: a panel from the 1984 
anniversary aerogramme. 
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Orkney airmail Anniversary of the UK's first inland service 

THIS MONTH marks the 75th anniversary of the Highland Airways started the Inverness-Wick-
start of the air mail service from Inverness to the Kirkwall service in May 5933, flights being timed 
Orkney Islands. On 29 May 5934, Highland Air-  to connect at Inverness with trains to and from 
ways introduced the service having been award-  the south. In 1934 Aberdeen-Kirkwall and Ork-
ed a contract by the GPO for the carriage of fully ney inter-island services were started, and flights 
paid letters without surcharge every weekday, in to Shetland began in 5936. In 5937 Highland Air- 
both directions. 	 ways became part of Scottish Airways, later ab- 

At a ceremony at Inverness Airport, Sir Fred-  sorbed into BEA and British Airways. 
erick Williamson, the Director of Postal Services, 	Special covers and postmarks commemorated 
presented Captain E E Fresson, Managing Direc-  both 40th and 6oth anniversaries of the Orkney 
tor & Chief Pilot of Highland Airways, with the airmail service in 1974  and 5994, and a commem-
first internal service Royal Mail Air Pennants - orative Scottish airletter was issued for the 5oth 
a small one for the aircraft and a larger one to be anniversary in 1984. Articles were published here 
flown at the airport. Captain Fresson took off for in the Bulletin in February 1987 (byJ C W Field), 
Wideford Aerodrome, Kirkwall, in a de Havil- May 1994 (by Richard Beith), and May 2004 (by 
land Dragon G-ACCE, carrying over 2000 letters. James Mackay). A few copies of Scottish Airmails, 
The Royal Air Mail Pennant, introduced by the the standard work on this subject, are still avail-
Postmaster General, Sir Kingsley Wood, with the able from author, Richard Beith, 7  Corum Place, 
approval of King George v, had first been pre-  Blackford, Aucterarder P1154 iPu, priced Lio  in-
sented three days earlier, when an Imperial Air-  cluding UK postage. 
ways airliner left Croydon with the Indian mail. 
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London 2010 Richard West's report on the 

LONDON 
2010 

WITH JUST one year to go before the doors of the Business Design Centre 
in London open for the international stamp exhibition, how are plans dev-
eloping? The exhibition, from 8-15 May, is just one aspect of a year-long 
celebration, called London oio: Festival of Stamps. The Business Design 
Centre (BDC) is well known to many collectors, at least in part. Most have 
probably seen only one of the halls, but in fact there are two, with inter-
connecting areas. The entire complex is being used for the exhibition. 

The BDC, in Upper Street, Islington, is served by many bus routes and 
is a short walk from Angel Station on London Underground's Northern 
Line. It is within easy reach of London's key stations - plus other parts of 
London if sightseeing and shopping are on your agenda. The area has 
many shops, and plenty of eating-places to suit all tastes and pockets. 

International stamp exhibitions in London have a reputation for attract-
ing collectors and dealers from all parts of the world, and 2010 will be no 
exception. There is provision for 2500 frames of competitive exhibits, but 
applications were received for over twice that number - inevitably many 
will be disappointed. The organisers are adopting the untried idea of show-
ing exhibits in two halves, each of 1250 frames. Entries in the Traditional, 
Revenues, Postal Stationery and One-frame classes will be on display dur-
ing the first four days; the remainder (Postal History, Aerophilately, Them-
atic Philately, Youth) will be on show during the final four days. A team of 
experts from around the world will form the judging panel. 

Trade stands Dealers and postal administrations are equally enthusiastic 
to take part - all stands were reserved as soon as they were made available 
just over two years ago, but the stand holders have only recently been asked 
for the first non-refundable payment. Given the 'doom and gloom' around 
the world, there were fears that many might no longer wish to participate. 
In fact, only a handful have withdrawn, and their places have been imme-
diately taken up by those on the waiting list (and a list of dealers still want-
ing stands remains). The main stand will naturally be that of Royal Mail. 

Team effort Behind the scenes, a large team is working hard to ensure that 
every aspect of the event runs smoothly, and queries from participants and 
visitors need to be answered. The electronic age has not dispensed with the 
need for careful records: in some ways it has made the situation more acute. 

The display frames being used were initially built for the London 1980 
exhibition, and have served well in 5990 and 2000, plus many other events 
in between. To replace them would require an investment that simply can-
not be entertained at this juncture. They are therefore being refurbished to 
ensure they maintain the high standard required. Careful thought is being 
given to ensure the frames are adequately lit. 

In the build-up and during the exhibition many volunteers will be re-
quired to undertake a myriad of tasks: fortunately there has been a mag-
nificent response to the call for volunteers. 
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developing plans for next year's international 

Running costs Funding such a major project presents challenges. Although 
entrants pay to exhibit, the fees do not cover the cost of providing frames, 
lighting, and the space occupied, so philatelic societies have been invited 
to sponsor frames, at £10  per frame. The response has been magnificent, 
but as yet not all the frames have been sponsored; societies sponsoring 
frames will be listed as having done so. The organisers also invited those 
keen to maintain London's reputation for hosting a superb 'international' 
every to years to become 'Patrons'. Again the response has been magnifi-
cent, with many offering to donate £250.  If you would like to be a Patron, 
or to sponsor display frames, please contact London 2010 International 
Stamp Exhibition, Suite ioi, Business Design Centre, 52 Upper Street, 
London NI OQH. 

Funding has also been provided by Royal Mail, and, for specific pro-
jects, by the British Philatelic Trust. 

What to see Attractions will include a youth activity area (organised by the 
Stamp Active Network), a literature area, where entries in the Literature 
Class can be inspected (arranged by the National Philatelic Society), and 
a special 'invited' area featuring material of the reign of King George v. 

Philatelic societies can hold meetings during the exhibition, or can book 
tables from which to promote their membership: details can be obtained 
from the address already given. 

The exhibition is just one event of a year-long Festival, and no one com-
ing to London at the time should miss the exhibition by the British Postal 
Museum & Archive (BPMA) and the Royal Philatelic Collection at Guild-
hall Art Gallery, 7 May - 25Ju1y. This is being called 'Empire Mail: George 
v and the GPO' and will feature material never previously seen in public. 

The BPMA, together with the Association of British Philatelic Societies, 
is also assisting with events to be held throughout the UK. Every year most 
regional federations hold special days: with the BPMA's help and encour-
agement, it is planned that these will be even more special in 2010. The 
BPMA is also co-ordinating a programme of displays that can be seen in 
prime locations across London, including the Wimbledon Lawn Tennis 
Museum, Marylebone Cricket Club Museum at Lords, and the British 
Museum. Each of these displays will be tailored to its venue. 

The British Library Philatelic Collections will mount special displays at 
the Library (Euston Road, NW i), and the Royal Philatelic Society London 
will hold displays in its meeting rooms (Devonshire Place, WI) on 6-7 May. 

§ Find out more As the days count down to May 2010, more details will be-
come available of all these attractions, but do take the occasional look at 
www.1ondon201o.org.uk  in the meantime. If you would like to help, as a 
Patron, sponsoring display frames, or as a volunteer, write to the address 
above. But, above all, make sure nothing impedes your coming to London 
in May 2010 - you will not want to miss all that is being planned. 
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EMERGENCY RESCUE 

BRITISH PHILATELIC BULLETIN 

Fire and Rescue Services A special issue 

Six COLOURFUL STAMPS honouring the brave men and women of Britain's 
fire and rescue services go on sale at Post Office branches and philatelic 
outlets and at Royal Mail Tallents House on i September. The Stamps, 
which were designed by Rose Design of London, feature action photo-
graphs of firemen undertaking a range of rescue duties: 1st class Firefight-
ing; 54P  Chemical Fire; 56p Emergency Rescue; 62p Flood Rescue; Bip 
Search and Rescue; and gop Fire Safety. 

The stamps are printed in gravure by De La Rue, size 37 X  35mm.  The 
issue marks the 3ooth anniversary of the first purpose-built fire station in 
the UK, at Chester. Details of a medal cover will be published shortly. 

FIRST DAY FACILITIES Orders for serviced first day covers must reach Tal-
lents House (address given below) by the date of issue. Collectors may send 
stamped covers on the day of issue to: Royal Mail Tallents House, 21 South 
Gyle Crescent, Edinburgh EHI2 9PB (for Tallents House postmark), or to 
one of Royal Mail's Special Handstamp Centres (Hose, Melton Mowbray) 
marking the outer envelope 'FD0923' (Tallents House), or 'FD0924' (Hose). 
Covers can be posted or handed in at main Post Office branches for the 
Hose postmark. A non-pictorial Hose postmark is also available from Spe-
cial Handstamp Centres, request 'FD0924 NP'. 

For details of sponsored handstamps and addresses of the Handstamp 
Centres see the British Postmark Bulletin - available on subscription from 
Tallents House (I2.25 UK/Europe; £24.95  elsewhere). For a sample copy 
write to: The Editor, British Postmark Bulletin, Royal Mail, 35-50 Rath-
bone Place, London WIT IHQ. 
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FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICES 

to mark the 300th anniversary of fire stations 

Fire and Rescue services on stamps This is the second issue to be 
dedicated to the fire service. Four stamps, designed by David Gen-
tleman, were issued in 1976 to celebrate the bicentenary of the Fire 
Prevention (Metropolis) Act and featured fire appliances of 1766, 
1830, 1863, and 1904-  Other sets relating to a rescue theme include 
1963 Lifeboat Conference, 1972 Anniversaries Coastguard, 6985 
Safety at Sea (lifeboat), 6987 StJohn Ambulance service, and 2008 
Rescue at Sea (lifeboats). 

Fire and Rescue Services  prices 

Set of stamps 
	

£ 3.82 

Presentation pack 
	

£ 4.35 

FDIC envelope 
	

£ 0.30 

Serviced FDIC (UK customers) £ 4.86 

Serviced FDIC (overseas) 	£ 4.23 

Stamp cards set 
	

£ 2.34 

Medal cover 
	

£14.95 



Royal Mail 
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Five at 18p 
One at 13p 
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Sir Arthur Conan Doyle Bran Sole recalls 

22 I'%/IAY 2009 will mark the I5oth anniversary of the birth of Arthur Conan 
Doyle. He studied at Edinburgh University, received his MD degree in 1881, 

and began practising in Southsea. After undertaking postgraduate work in 
Vienna he decided to specialise in ophthalmology and commenced to prac-
tise as an oculist in London's West End in 1891. To pass the time between 
patients, he began writing short stories and novels. A series of 12 monthly 
Sherlock Holmes articles was published in The Strand Magazine, commenc-
ing inJuly 1891. The fictional character, Sherlock Holmes, was modelled 
on Joseph Bell, a surgeon who had taught him at Edinburgh University. 

Four novels and 56 stories Conan Doyle hankered after writing more seri-
ous novels, so he killed off Holmes in The Final Problem, published in 1893. 

However, no other works achieved the success of the Holmes and Watson 
epics, so Conan Doyle gave way to popular demand in 1901-02, and wrote 
a full-length Sherlock Holmes novel, The Hound of the Baskervilles, which 
was set before Holmes' 'death' at the Reichenbach Falls. He reintroduced 
Holmes in The Adventure of the Empty House in 1903, in order to supplement 
his income. A total of four novels and 56 stories involving the famous duo 
were published. 

Conan Doyle was a man of many talents, in addition to story writing. 
He was a historian, with a particular interest in the Boer and First World 
Wars. In 1902 he received a knighthood for his work in connection with the 
Boer War. He had published a pamphlet, The War in South Africa, justifying 
England's participation in the War. In addition he was an inventor and an 
innovator. He first advocated steel helmets for soldiers and introduced ski-
ing in Switzerland. Later on, he became a dedicated spiritualist, writing 
extensively on the subject and lecturing in Europe, the United States and 
Australia. He died in Crowborough on 7July 1930. 

Above; one of a series of four 
booklets illustrated by Andrew 
Davidson issued in 1987-88 
(shown here enlarged). 

Opposite; one of the five 1993 
stamps illustrated by Andrew 
Davidson (enlarged). 
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One letter of the word 'Doyle' 
is hidden on each of the five 
1993 stamps - from left to 
right in the set: E The Reigate 
Squire (above); D The Hound 
of the Baskervilles; L The Six 
Napoleons; Y The Greek 
Interpreter; and 0 The Final 
Problem. 

[OLMES 

SHERLOCK HOLMES & DR WATSON 
"THE REIGATE SQUIRE" 
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the author of the Sherlock Holmes mysteries 

Conan Doyle's first successful story was A Study 
in Scarlet, published in Beeton's Christmas Annual 
in 1887. The first part was written in the first per-
son, with DrJohn H Watson as the narrator. The 
opening chapter describes how Watson began his 
army career as an Assistant Surgeon in India, and 
was struck down by enteric fever while convalesc-
ing from a bullet wound in the shoulder. Watson 
was repatriated to the UK, granted sick leave, and 
struggled to make ends meet on his Army pay in 
London. A chance meeting with a colleague led 
to an introduction to Sherlock Holmes, who was 
also looking for a fellow with whom to share digs. 
The two of them inspected the apartment at 221b 
Baker Street, which proved to be desirable. They 
accepted the moderate terms offered and entered 
into possession immediately. 

In A Study in Scarlet, Holmes and Watson inves-
tigate the murder of Enoch Drebner, at the re-
quest of Tobias Gregson of Scotland Yard. A key 
clue is the writing of the letters 'RACHE' in blood 
on the wall of a room. During the investigation 
with Gregson and Inspector Lestrade, a second 
murder takes place. Part it is written in the third 
person and describes the tragic circumstances of 
people living in the Mormon community in Utah 
with a connection to the two deaths. The mystery 
is solved by Holmes' analysis of the clues but the 
police are given credit for the successful outcome. 

Conan Doyle had difficulty in finding a publisher for his next Sherlock 
Holmes novel, The Sign of Four, which was eventually published in 1890 in 
Lippincott's Magazine. Maybe this was due to the description of Holmes' 
drug habit in the opening chapter. 

The Adventure of the Speckled Band was first published in The Strand Maga-

zine in February 1892. A woman, who is engaged to be married, seeks out 
Holmes' help, because she fears that she will suffer the same fate as her 
sister and be killed before her wedding. Holmes sets up a late-night vigil in 
the frightened woman's room, where the sister had died. In the middle of 
the night Holmes hears a strange noise and strikes dead a swamp adder, 
with his cane. This is depicted on the L' stamp booklet, No 3 in the Sher-
lock Holmes series. Holmes is then able to explain the meaning of the sis-
ter's dying words and goes on to resolve the mystery. 

In June 1893, The Strand Magazine carried the story The Adventure of the 
Reigate Squire. Dr Watson, who acts as the narrator, explains that Holmes 
has gone to Colonel Hayter's home to recuperate following a strenuous 
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Above: a 1938 Cover featuring 
The Strand Magazine, which 
published some of the earliest 
Sherlock Holmes stories. 

Opposite: material from Brian 
Soles collection. 

investigation. His visit is interrupted by a series 
of robberies and a murder. Holmes cannot resist 
examining the dead body, and finds the torn cor-
ner of a note, clutched in the dead man's hand. 
With a combination of skills, Holmes traces the 
rest of the note and solves the mystery. To Wat-
son's surprise, Holmes returns to Baker Street, 
much invigorated. 

Introducing Holmes' brother The Adventure of the 
Greek Interpreter was published in the September 
1893 issue of The Strand Magazine. The story in-
troduces Mycroft Holmes, who has even greater 

deductive powers than his brother, Sherlock. Mr Melas, a neighbour of 
Mycroft, is a translator, with knowledge of many languages. He relates to 
Holmes and Watson his experience of being taken to a strange house, to 
translate the words of a fellow Greek, held hostage against his will. A news-
paper advertisement by Mycroft produces a response, which identifies the 
location of the house, but which also alerts the wrongdoers. Mr Melas is 
kidnapped but rescued from death by Holmes and Watson, although the 
perpetrators of the plot escape. 

Adventure series The Adventure of the Empty House is the first of a series of 
Adventures first published in The Strand Magazine from October 1903 to 
December 1904, and subsequently published, with other adventures, under 
the title The Return of Sherlock Holmes. The Honourable Ronald Adair is 
found dead in the front room on the second floor of the house he shares 
with his mother and sister. Watson attempts to use Holmes' deductive skills 
to resolve how Adair could have been shot in the head, in a room locked 
on the inside, with no sign of a weapon anywhere, but he fails. On return-
ing home from the scene of the murder, he accidentally bumps into an el-
derly deformed man, and knocks some books out of his hands. To Watson's 
astonishment, his maid shows the same bookseller into his room within a 
few minutes of arriving home. Watson looks away from the stranger, and 
when he turns back, Sherlock Holmes, no longer in disguise, confronts him. 
For the first time in his life, Watson faints. Holmes revives him with a drop 
of brandy and then explains his absence of some three years. After Prof-
essor Morriarty had slipped from Holmes' grasp and fallen into the water 
below,Holmes had deliberately 'disappeared' by travelling through Tibet 
and spending some days with the Head Llama. He continued to Persia 
and onto France, before returning to England. Watson was overjoyed to be 
reunited with his old colleague, and they proceeded to work together for 
the next 25 years. 

Many films of the novels have been made, and societies have been formed 
worldwide to perpetuate the memory of Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson. 
Conan Doyle's fictitious address of 221b Baker Street has remained immor-
talised for 150 years! • 
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Sir Arthur Conan Doyle M.D. Crime Writer 
Born 22 May 1859 in Edinburgh, Died 7 July 1930 at Crowborough 

Sherlock Holmes who was arrogant omniscient self-absorbed and a drug user brought Conan Doyle fame. 
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Postal stationery overprints Cohn Baker 

Other articles by Cohn Baker 
about postal stationery were 
published in September 1994 - 
April 1995, September 1995-
August 1996. November 1996 
-March 1997, January-June 
1998, October & November 
2004, January, September & 
October 2005, and February 
2008. 

Entrance to the British post 
office in Tangier in the 19305 
(a photograph from The Post 
Office Magazine July 1937, 
published by the GPO). 

GREAT BRITAIN was the first country in the world to issue postage stamps 
and pre-paid stationery. It also set the standards for postal reform in 1840, 
which other countries were to follow. But despite this, British stamps and 
postal stationery were normally only valid when used within the British 
Isles. However, as with most things, there are always exceptions. For more 
than a hundred years it was possible to use British postal stationery in for-
eign countries, and making a collection of items used outside the UK can 
be both fascinating and rewarding. 

It is fairly easy to find examples of British postal stationery legitimately 
used in foreign countries, and perhaps the easiest are the reply halves of 
postcards. Reply paid postcards are two postcards joined together, one 
card being for the outward journey and the other for the reply. Unlike sin-
gle postcards which could have nothing attached to them, their reply paid 
cousins could be sent as they were sold, ie joined together, or separated 
into single postcards. 

Foreign reply paid postcards The idea of selling reply paid postcards came 
from continental Europe and following public pressure they were adopted 
by the British Post Office in 1882. At first, reply paid postcards were only 
valid for use within the British Isles. They were printed with two 1/2d stamps, 
one for the outward journey and the other for the reply. But a year later, 
following agreement between all the member countries of the Universal 
Postal Union, (uPU) id + id reply postcards were created. In this case the 
first id paid for the postcard's journey to any member country of the UPU. 

The other id paid for the reply back to the UK. However, although the 
reply halves of these postcards could be used from more or less anywhere 
in the world, they were only valid when posted back to Great Britain and 
not to any other country. 

The British postal agencies To find British postal 
stationery which has been sent from one foreign 
country to another we have to look at British post-
al agencies abroad. Foreign trade has always been 
very important to Britain,with the importing of 
raw materials and foods being balanced by the 
exporting of manufactured goods and services. 
Communications played an important role in our 
foreign trade. Not all of the countries in the world 
were quite as organised as we were, so sometimes 
their postal services could be a little chaotic. The 
British Government persuaded such countries to 
permit us to set up our own post offices to handle 
the mail. After all, it was in everyone's best inter-
est to make sure that international trade not only 
continued, but also developed. 
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on British posts used abroad 

There were British post offices in nearly all of the 
South American countries, the West Indies, and 
in the Mediterranean. A few post offices were al-
so established in the Far East and in some of the 
Gulf States in the Middle East. Other countries, 
notably those in Western Europe, also set up their 
own post offices abroad, often in the same city 
where the British post office was located. These 
not only served their own national interests, but 
also challenged the post offices of other nations. 
There was great rivalry between them, and they 
used the stamps and postal stationery from their 
own countries. 

Post offices set up by the British Government 
used British stamps where possible, and some- 
times also used British postal stationery. Mail 
could be sent from these offices to anywhere in 
the world, not just to the UK. Although postal 
stationery used from South America and the 
Far East is very rare, there are many examples 
of postcards and envelopes sent from Africa 
and the Mediterranean region. 

Overprints for newly emerging countries Towards the end of the 19th cen-
tury the British Empire was expanding rapidly, particularly into West, Cen-
tral and Southern Africa. Countries were being colonised for two major 
reasons: to ensure a supply of raw materials and foodstuffs, and to prevent 
other European countries from taking control of them. These new territo-
ries were sparsely populated. Few local inhabitants could read or write and 
there were few settlers. Apart from communications between traders and 
missionaries, there was little need for some postal services. However, each 
country needed its own stamps and stationery. It made sense for supplies of 
postal stationery running into a few hundred to be made by overprinting 
British stationery with a simple heading, rather than producing only a hand-
ful of new items. The country's name was usually printed in a prominent 
position directly over the existing text. This was carried out for countries 
such as the Gold Coast and Oil Rivers (later renamed the Niger Coast and 
then Nigeria), and the Southern African countries of Zululand and British 

View of Constantinople on a 
contemporary postcard, and 
British postal stationery used 
from Middleburg to Cape 
Colony, South Africa, 1901. 

Below: the reverse side of a 
4d Bechuanaland registered 
envelope. Making registration 
envelopes was expensive; the 
4d was never issued in Britain, 
although the one produced 
for use in Bechuanaland used 
the British 4d stamp. 

Bechuanaland (now Botswana). In the case of British Bech-
uanaland, the stamps were also overprinted to amend the 
value, although British currency was retained. As demand 
for postal stationery increased in these countries, individu-
ally designed postcards, plain envelopes and registration 
envelopes were produced. In a relatively short number of 
years, each country had its own specific stationery. 
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British postal stationery re-
valued for use in the Levant: 
an Edward VII registered 
envelope (left), and a Queen 
Victoria 40 paras envelope. 

British Levant and the Mediterranean In the Mediterranean and the Lev-
ant it was a very different story. The Levant is not a country, but a region 
covering an area from Greece to Lebanon. Britain had five post offices here 
from Salonica in Greece, down to Beyrout (now Beirut) in Lebanon. Other 
European countries had many more offices: Austria had 37,  and France 24. 

Until 1885 British stamps were sold in the five Levantine British offices. 
When the Turkish currency devalued, it became possible for British stamps 
bought in Turkey to be sold in the UK at a profit. To prevent this, stamps 
sold in the Levant from 188 onwards were overprinted 40 paras (there 
were too paras in a Turkish piastre), invalidating them for use anywhere 
else. In 1893 when the 21/2d foreign rate envelope went on sale in the region, 
it too was overprinted 40 paras, so that it could only be used in the Levant. 

Other postal stationery sold in the region was not overprinted until much 
later. In 5902 registration envelopes were overprinted with a registration 
fee of 40 paras, later increased to I piastre and then to 71/2  piastre as Turk-
ish currency continued falling in value and worldwide inflation caused uni-
versal price rises. It was not until 1905 that newspaper wrappers and foreign 
rate postcards were finally overprinted. There was no revaluation of these 
items, but it prevented them from being brought back and used in the UK. 

In i88o newspaper wrappers, postcards and registration envelopes were 
all overprinted for use in Cyprus. British '/2d inland postcards and id news-
paper wrappers bore no country name, so needed only 'Cyprus' adding to 
make them valid there. This was done in the same colour as the original 
printing. Similarly, the 2d registration envelopes were overprinted 'Cyprus' 
on either side of the registration fee stamp, using a similar blue to the main 
envelope. However the id and 0/2 postcards needed 'Great Britain' to be 
deleted, so the whole of the overprint on these was carried out in black. 

A little over a year after these overprintings were first released, new postal 
stationery was produced for use only in Cyprus, and the short-lived over-
printed British stationery was withdrawn. Although mint postal stationery 
can be found reasonably priced, almost no used examples exist. It is one 
of those countries that we must accept can only be collected unused. 
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Morocco Agencies Britain also ran a number of post offices in Morocco. 
Initially these were administered from Gibraltar and the postal stationery 
of that country was used, overprinted 'Morocco Agencies', but in 5907 the 
responsibility for running the post offices in Morocco was transferred to 
London. British stamps and postal stationery were issued, but were over-
printed in the Spanish currency, centimos. In 1917 the region was divided 
into French and Spanish zones, giving rise to the need for stamps and postal 
stationery re-valued in French centimes. With only one letter difference be-
tween the two currencies, collectors need to keep a sharp eye open. 

In 1923 Tangier was declared an international zone, but it was not until 
1950 that registration envelopes were issued with a 'Tangier' overprint, the 
only type of stationery created specifically to be used in Tangier. Morocco 
gained its independence in 1956, and the foreign postal agencies were shut. 
There were still large numbers of overprinted stamps and stationery avail-
able, and those that had not been overprinted, but retained their original 
British currency, were allowed to be used in the UK. However, many of the 
items now available are philatelic creations. 

When British overprinted stationery was in use in foreign countries, the 
philatelic dealers in Europe went to a great deal of trouble to obtain used 
examples. Many postcards in particular, as well as some other stationery 
items, were sent through the post for the sole purpose of collecting as many 
handstamps as possible to make them appeal to collectors. However, please 
do not ridicule these creations. In some cases, it is only the philatelic items 
that exist in any great number. Had it not been for the hard work of these 
dealers all those years ago, our collections would be much poorer and our 
pockets more empty as we chase the elusive commercially used stationery. 

So how do you tell the difference between the philatelic and commer-
cial? It is normally easy to spot these, as most of the postcards carry no 
message or perhaps a very simple one, and are often addressed to the same 
person. There are exceptions, and we will never know for certain in some 
cases whether a piece of postal stationery was sent for a truly commercial 
reason, or just to create something to fill the albums of stamp collectors.  b. 

Left: a view of Tangier, from a 
Morocco postcard. Above: an 
Edward VII Morocco id + id 
reply postcard re-valued in the 
Spanish currency centimos. 
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The Persian Gulf Oil was the important factor in 

the Middle East region. Following the end of the 

Second World War Britain operated postal agen-
cies in several Gulf States. Many British stamps 

were overprinted for use in this area, but the only 

type of postal stationery to be issued in this way 
was the airletter. These went on sale in 1952 using 

the 6d issue of King George vi. When airletters 
were issued in Great Britain for the coronation of 

our present Queen in 1953, these were also over-

printed for use in the Middle East. Qatar, Bah-
rain and Kuwait all received their own specially 

overprinted airletters, but the other states of Abu 
Dhabi, Dubai and Muscat were given a general 

issue which was overprinted with a new value, but 

no country name. Qatar was late having its own 
issue, and used the general issue of airletters until 
1957. Each of the Gulf States took over control 

of their own postal services during the 196os and 
the overprinted British airletters were eventually 

phased out. 
Towards the close of the Second World War, 

forces registration envelopes were also overprint-

ed for use by services personnel in East Africa. 
They were not re-valued but the registration fee 

stamp carried the letters EAF, standing for East 
Africa Force. Some envelopes were additionally 
overprinted BMA Somalia. These registration en-

velopes were in use for only a few years and con-
sequently relatively few have survived. 

Above: airletters overprinted 
for use in British post offices 
in the Middle East: Gulf States 
George VI; Bahrain used; and 
Gulf States Elizabeth II mint. 

Postal Stationery Society 
Enquiries to: Cohn Baker, 4 
Greenhill Gardens, Sutton 
Veney, Warminster BA1 2 7AY 
or see www.postalstationery. 
orguk (reviewed in Philately 
Online, February 2004). 

Overprints for official use Finally in this look at overprinted stationery, we 
must not forget the official overprints produced by Government depart-

ments in Great Britain. Only one department, the Admiralty, overprinted 

the stamp on postal stationery, and there are two versions of this. In King 
Edward vii's reign the ½d inland postcard was overprinted ADMIRALTY 

OFFICIAL. The reason for doing this is quite simple: it was to prevent the 
fraudulent use of government property. The two versions of the overprint 
are easily distinguishable. There is a distinct difference to the middle point 
of the 'ai' in ADMIRALTY. In one case it is short and pointed, and in the 
other it is long and blunt. 

Other Government departments added headings to envelopes, post-
cards, and newspaper wrappers, once again to try to stop them being used 
by civil servants for private purposes. The Inland Revenue produced many 

examples, as did the Board of Trade, later becoming the Board of Agricul-

ture and Fisheries. Many of these are quite rare and it goes without saying 
that they are difficult to find and therefore expensive. 
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The use of postal stationery by the Government departments should have 
come to an end when the Crown Free Circle was introduced at the begin-
ning of the 20th century. However, both the Board of Agriculture & Fish-
eries and the Privy Council continued the use of postal stationery well into 
King George v's reign. Even today, postal stationery with the 'On Her 
Majesty's Service' heading, combined with the Machin head first class in-
dica, is being used. Something to look out for when going through deal-
ers' boxes of modern covers. 

Below: some examples of 
stationery overprinted for use 
by government departments: 
Edward VII Admiralty; George 
V Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries; Edward VII Board 
of Agriculture; and a modern 
Elizabeth II OHMS envelope, 
used by the census office. 

Forming a collection If you have enjoyed reading 
about overprinted postal stationery, perhaps you 
would like to join the many collectors who make 
it part of their hobby. It is still possible to form a 
collection of these today. They can either stand 
alone, or form part of a bigger collection of one 
or more countries, or perhaps a theme. Howev-
er, with the limited numbers of postcards and en-
velopes available when first issued, many prices 
for individual items can be quite high, especially 
if they are commercially used. You will also find 
a large hole in your wallet if you buy any of those 
that were philatelically inspired, in spite of their 
somewhat ignoble creation. Fortunately, mint or 
unused stationery generally costs much less. In 
some cases, it is probably the only way any of us 
can include examples in our albums, such is the 
rarity of some used stationery. But, as with any 

o other branch of philately, hunting for these and 
perhaps finding a bargain, is all part of the fun. 
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FASTER THAN A BULLET  -  The Concorde Story 
002, G-BSST, First Flight 
9Apr11 1969 	 Flown Cover 

Crew Signed. 
Official British Aircraft Corporation Cover, 

including Brian Trubshass, the pilot, 
who also signed it on the hack 

FASTER THAN A BULLET - The Concorde Story 
002, G-BSST, Elm Flight 
9Apr11 1969 	

Special Handntamp 
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Concorde at 40 Brian Asquith's collection 

CONCORDE'S FIRST FLIGHT was from F'ilton to its future flight test base at 
Fairford, on 9 April 1969. Concorde had no 'flaps' to slow it down, so came 
in at a high angle, using the entire wing as a brake. The pilots were 35ft 
above the runway when they touched down, so needed to rely on the radio 
altimeters to judge their height. Unfortunately both the main altimeter 
and the back-up failed but, with great skill, they still managed to land safe-
ly. To mark this year's anniversary, Concorde featured in the Classic Design 
issue in January, and a Concorde generic sheet went on sale on 2 March. 

Two covers for the first flight 
of the British prototype, on 9 
April 1969, both signed by the 
pilot, Brian Trubshaw, The 
cover below is one of the few 
reputed to have been carried 
on the flight - the cancellation 
is suspect, but the signature 
is genuine. 

— -  
this none of the few covers reputed to have been carried on the first flight of the British 

prototype. Although the cancellation is suspect the stanattire of Brian Tndvnhaw 
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Commemorative covers New this month 

Buckingham Covers  Queen Elizabeth I FDC, 
bearing Tudor Kings & Queens stamps, post-
marked Hatfield, Elizabeth's childhood home. 
The image is from the BBC series  Elizabeth, 
starring Glenda Jackson, who has signed a 
small number.  Price  £10.95, £29.95 signed • 

GB Covers  FDC (an edition of 40 signed and 
numbered), featuring Watt's steam engine, 
cancelled with a special 'INDUSTRY' (cog-
wheel and spanner) handstamp. Price  £16.50 
postpaid. Remittances to GB Covers s 

Cambridge Stamp Centre  Large-format FDC 
for the 40th anniversary of the first flight of the 
British-assembled Concorde, bearing a 1st 
class definitive cancelled by anniversary post-
mark, signed by Concorde test pilot Captain 
Peter Baker. Price £24.95 plus postage. 

M Tanner  Handmade cover (35 numbered) 
featuring Longbridge workers with the Union 
Jack Mini which went to the Montreal World's 
Fair. A Mini stamp is postmarked Austin Rise, 
Longbridge, 13 January 2009. Free postcard 
of overall image. Price  £15.99, worldwide 
postage £1.50. Postcards ordered separately 
are 60p plus postage. Similar 6 x 4 maximum 
card with different postmark (12 numbered) 
£10 plus postage. Send SAE for Bus/Spitfire 
cover/maxi details • 

Bletchley Park Post Office  One of a range of 
cricket covers (edition of 1000) marks the 
75th anniversary of India v England in Calcutta, 
bearing a 1st class England country stamp 
with attached label featuring C K Nayudu and 
Douglas Jardine. Cancelled by special Lord's 
Cricket Ground 5 January postmark.  Price 
£10 plus £1.50 UK postage. 

Orders and enquiries 

Bletchley Park Post Office 
The Mansion, Bletchley Park, 
Milton Keynes MK3 6EB. 
Telephone/fax 01908 631797. 
www.bletchleycovers.com  

Buckingham Covers Warren 
House, Shearway Road, 
Folkestone, Kent CT19 48F 
Telephone 01303 278137. 
www.buckinghamcovers.com  

Cambridge Stamp Centre 
9 Sussex Street, Cambridge 
CB1 1PA. Telephone 01223 
363980. www.cambridge-
covers.co.uk  

GB Covers 102 Regal Way, 
Kenton, Harrow HA3 ORY. e-
mail derek@gbcovers.co.uk  

M Tanner 180 Whitehorse 
Road, West Croydon CR0 
2LA. Fax/Answerphone 020 
8684 9757 (credit card orders 
only) 

Cover producers wishing to announce a recent or forthcoming cover should submit copy of up to 75 words in the 
style above. The tent should briefly describe the cover, state the stamps and postmarks it will bear, and give retail 
prices and an address for orders and enquiries. Announcements are published ova first -conte -firnt- served basis 
and may be modified or shortened at the Editor's discretion, Copy for consideration for the July Bulletin  should 
be sent to The Editor (address on p259) bye May. Copy for August should arrive by 8 June. The Editor regrets he 
cannot enter into correspondence or telephone conversations concerning covers announced here. 
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Competitions Enter for a chance to win the 2008 Yearbook 

February identify The detail 
was from the British Journey 
Wales 1st class stamp. The 
winner was P Thomas, South 
Wales. 

February knowledge The 
answers: 1) grey; 2) Body & 
Bone; 3)1939. The winner 
was D Nash of Canada. 

Runner-up prizes were also 
sent for each competition. Our 
thanks to all who entered. 

FIRSTLY, identify the stamp from the detail above. 
Send your answer to May Identify Competition. 
Secondly, test your philatelic knowledge by ans-
wering the questions below. Send your answer to 
May Knowledge Competition. 
1 In which year were the first stamps designed by 
David Gentleman issued? 
2 What colour was the George v iod definitive? 
3 Name two of the castles on the English Castles 
generic sheet. 

Events 

Send your answer (addressed to either the May 
Identify competition or the May Knowledge com-
petition), name and address on a postcard or back 
of a sealed envelope to: British Philatelic Bulletin, 
Royal Mail, 35-50 Rathbone Place, London WIT 

IHQ,. The senders of the first cards drawn in each 
competition on 12 June will receive a Yearbook. 
Runners-up in each competition will receive pre-
sentation packs, FDC5 or stamp cards. Royal Mail 
employees are not eligible for the competitions. 

2 May Federation of South Wales PS 40th Annual 
Convention at Princess Royal Theatre, Civic Centre, 
Port Talbot 10.00-16.30. Admission 50p. 15 dealers, 
annual competition entries, Kids Activity Area, souv-

enir card (see Commenmorative Covers April). 
Enquiries G N Prior, 01656 740520. 

6 May David Gentleman exhibition at British Postal 

Museum & Archive. For details, see page 268. 

6 May Open Afternoon at BPMA Store, Debden, 
Essex, 14.00. Enquiries See page 268. 

6-10 May Ibra 2009 at Essen. 

9 May Worpex 2009, Worcester Philatelic & Post-

card Society annual stamp and postal history fair at 
Oldbury Park Primary School, Oldbury Rd, St Johns, 
Worcester, 10.00-16.00. 30 dealers. Enquiries R 
Clegg 01905 640541, www.wOrpex.com  
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14 May Design into Print', talk by David Gentleman 

at BPMA. See page 268. 

22-24 May North East Philatelic Weekend, Swallow 
Hotel, Gateshead. Enquiries 0191 3861931. 

28 May Tour of Royal Mail Archives, Phoenix Place, 

London WC1, 17.45. Enquiries 020 7239 2570, e-

mail info@postalheritage.org.uk  

1 June Open Evening at BPMA Store, Debden, 
Essex, 18.00. Enquiries 020 7239 2570, e-mail info 

@postalheritage.org.uk  

3 June Open Afternoon at BPMA Store, Debden, 

Essex, 14.00. Enquiries See page 268. 

6 June Ringpex 2009 stamp and postcard fair at 

Greyfriars Community Centre, Ringwood, Hants, 
10.00-16.00. Enquiries C Mount, 01452 474310 e 



Session on Square Pillar Boxes on 19 September.  
See wwwpostalheritage.org.uk  for further details. 
Julian Stray, Assistant Curator of the BPMA, com-
mented: 'We are delighted to bring these won-
derful postal artefacts back into our collection 
after so long. They offer a glimpse of mail prac-
tices long since abandoned, and can hopefully 
now find a new audience'. 

The BPMA's second postcard in their London 
20Io: Festival of Stamps series, will be distrib-
uted at shows organised by member federations 
of the Association of British Philatelic Societies 
around the UK throughout 2009. The limited edi-
tion card features an essay for an Edward viii 
Coronation stamp, showing St James's Palace, 
and the photograph on which it was based. Coro-
nation stamps were being developed until three 
days before the King's abdication. The first card 
in this series, issued at Autumn Stampex 2008, 
featured a 1984 Mailcoach stamp, engraved by 
Czeslaw Slania. 

Henry VIII exhibitions Readers interested in our 
recent Tudor Monarchs special stamps may wish 
to visit exhibitions relating to the 5ooth anniver-
sary of the accession of King Henry viii. These 
are on show at the British Library, London NWI 

(23 April - 6 September), the Tower of London 
(until I7January 2010), Hampton Court Palace 
(until 31 December), Windsor Castle (until 18 
April 2010) and the Whitgift Conference Centre, 
Nottingham Road South Croydon (until 7 Aug-
ust). The Whitgift exhibition is of artefacts found 
on the Mary Rose, Henry viii's flagship which is 
featured on one of the four stamps in the Tudor 
miniature sheet. 

New GB catalogue The 2009 edition of the pop-
ular Stanley Gibbons GB Concise Catalogue has re-
cently been published, listing all GB stamps from 
1840 to March 2009. Priced at /J27.95, it is avail-
able from the Gibbons Strand shop, or by mail 
order from Stanley Gibbons Publications, Park-
side, Ringwood BH24 3sH; mail order freephone 
(UK) o800 611622. 

Late news 

Mythical Creatures stamps The cylinder numb-
ers and colours of the Mythical Creatures stamps 
(i 6June) are: DI magenta Di yellow Di cyan (blue) 
DI black DI phosphor. There are four positions 
of the numbers on the ist class stamps, two each 
on the 6p and 9op. The stamps have 'all-over' 
phosphor and vertical gutter pairs. 

Post & Go installations Machines have recently 
been installed at Post Office branches in Ashford 
(in Kent), Farnham, Hastings, Haywards Heath, 
Horsham, Nailsea, Sevenoaks, Tunbridge Wells, 
and Yeovil. Further machines are scheduled to be 
installed over the next few weeks at branches in 
Basildon, Darlington, Eastbourne, Manchester, 
Portsmouth, Solihull and Southport. 

BPMA news Tony Conder, the Chief Executive 
of the British Postal Museum & Archive, retired 
in April, having led the establishment of a com-
bined archive and museum collection based at 
Freeling House, Mount Pleasant, London, and 
increasing public access to its collections of more 
than 300 years of postal history. He commented: 
'Royal Mail's bold step to establish a charitable 
trust to manage its archive and take on the run-
ning of its museum collection has been a fasci-
nating challenge. It has been a privilege to be 
part of the development and lay a foundation on 
which others can build'. Until a new Chief Exec-
utive is appointed, Adrian Steel, Head of Proj-
ects and Programmes, will fulfil the role. 

Items on loan to the Museum of London (for-
merly the London Museum) since 1912 have now 
been returned to the BPMA. These include a 'time 
plate' from one of the first six London post boxes 
of 1855 (none survive), truncheons issued to post-
al staff in 1843 in response to the Chartist riots; 
a Mail Coach guard's horn; a coffee house date-
stamp; and a flintlock pistol and timepiece (com-
plete with key) used by Mail Coach guards and 
staff on the Travelling Post Offices. The unique 
collection plate, now at the BPMA Store, Debden, 
Essex, can be viewed during the scheduled Open 
Afternoons and Evenings, and at the Discover 
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Royal Mail, Tallents House, 
21 South Gyle crescent, 
Edinburgh EH12 9PB 

Telephone orders: 
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Brilliant Britain! 

This new pack uniquely features all four of the Country miniature 
Sheets (Celebrating England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales) 
within beautifully designed packaging. The pack also contains a 
stunning full-size map of the British Isles, a composite of six faith-
fully reproduced historic maps from the British Library's archives. 
As a delightful extra, a Royal Mail branded compass is included, 
representing a truly unique collectible opportunity. 

Features A bespoke, fully working branded compass featuring a 
unique, exclusive design . A stunning full-size, full-colour map of 
the British Isles . Accurate reproductions of elements of historic 
maps from the British Museum Archives . An intriguing historical 
overview of map development and cartography with a contribution 
from Peter Barber, Head of Map Collections at the British Museum 
• Exclusivity assured with an issue limit of just 5000 

Brilliant Britain miniature sheet collection Price: £31.95 Product code: PB407 


