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Legends Wear Details Luster Marks
Poor (PO)
Good (G)
Fine {r.} Some
Very Fine [V"F] 2 . . Visible
Extremely Fine (EF) AllVisible | High Points | Some
About Uncrculated (AUNC) Mnost  [Few Marks
Uncirculated (UNC) None Full Eull Hairlines
Brilliant Uncirculated (BU) Mone
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The Professional Coin Grading Service (PCGS)
The Numismatic Guaranty Corporation (NGC)
Independent Coin Graders (ICG)

American Numismatic Association (ANACS)
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About Uncirculated [AU)
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Poor (PR)
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CAIRO

February — March

Caollectars desiring represen-
tation at the forthcoming
Auction Sale of the Numis-
matic Collection of former
King Farouk may commission
their bids to us.

Ovur Mr. Kosoff plans fo af-
tend the Sale in Caire, Egypt,
in February, 1954,

MILWAUKEE

April 30 — May 2

OUR NEXT AUCTION will be
a feature of the CENTRAL
STATES NUMISMATIC ASS50-
CIATION COMVENTION.

If you oct at once we may
still be able to handle your
consignments. Write now for
terms and particulars,

Cotologues moy be sbhtolned by semd-
ing $4.50 to the publishers SOTHERY
& CO., 34/35 Mew Bond Sircei, Lon-
den W.1, England. ar to any of the
larger Mumismalic esleblishmants  in
Londen, $7.50 by eir,

Record Registration—Expert

Cataloguing — High Prices.

I Finest Coin Sales” ——

GREETINGS

To all our
many friends

may we extend

— “Home of America’s ¥

CHICAGO |

M. Y., LOMDOM, PARIS, ETC,

En route to Cairo stopovers
may be arranged if we have
sufficienl advance notice.

Early in January, eur Mr.
Abner Kreisberg plans to visit
Mexico City and New York,
and will be glod to discuss

the Greetings of the

the Caire Sale and your Season and our

other MNumismatic problems,

best wishes for a
whether buying or selling.
Haoppy, Prosperous,
Commissions will be occepled for
the acquisition of coins for your
oecounl. Your cofrespondence and

inquiry is invited.

and Peaceful
1954

NUMISMATIC GALLERY

228 N. Beverly Drive Beverly Hills, Calif.
Phone BHadshaw 2.5833 Cable NUMGALLERY
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Despite the short history of Jordan, its banknotes are diverse and

colourful. There are six major issues, two by the Jordan Currency
Board and four by the Central Bank of Jordan. The currency unit
of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has always been the Jorda-
nian dinar, which equals 1000 fils (or 100 piastres in more recent
times).

This article explores the development of Jordan’s money through
a chronological survey of the ¥2 dinar notes. The %2 dinar was the
Kingdom’s smallest paper denomination from the first issue, in
1949, when the denomination was still called 500 fils, until 1997.
Today, the lowest paper denomination is the 1 dinar, as ¥2 dinar
coins have completely replaced the banknotes.

The Jordan Currency Board

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan gained independence in 1946,
with Abdullah bin Al-Hussein bin Ali as King. For the next four
years, Palestine currency remained in circulation. This continued
until the first monetary authority in Jordan, the Jordan Currency
Board, was established and printed Jordan’s first banknotes.

The Jordan Currency Board, which was established in 1950 in
accordance with the Law of the Jordan Currency Board enacted
in 1949, printed two issues while it existed. These are identical

in most ways. The main difference is that the portrait of King
Hussein replaces King Abdullah I on the 2nd issue. In the case of
the 500 fils note, this is only seen through the watermarks, but in
the other denominations, this can be seen both in the watermarks
as well as the printed vignettes.

On July 1, 1950, the Jordan Currency Board released into circu-
lation 418,000 notes of the 500 fils denomination, amounting

t0 209,000 Jordanian dinars.1 Even though the likeness of the
monarch King Abdullah is not printed on the banknote, it can be
clearly seen in the watermark area. The front features an irrigation
canal while the back shows a farmer and cattle. The reverse, which
is entirely in English, features at the top center the title “THE
HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF THE JORDAN.”

The fractional prefix consists of an Arabic letter \ in the top posi-
tion that indicates the 1st issue, and a second letter on the bottom,
which changes upon reaching 1000000. Two varieties exist for this
note, as detailed below.

economy

Pla ; ) =
(sig. 1) H% lsmm o Tar
EIFET TS bl ok
Sulaiman Al-Sukkar Abdulhamid Haidar
(signed) (signed)
bty A s, Sl g sy oo
minister of finance and on behalf of currency

board president

Note: titles in Rug’ah script.
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wale Syl

!'Iglpse into Jordan’s Currency Through
its 500 fils and %2 dinar Notes

pula 500 Jl JUs o ol igisill (je daol
Jla wawnillg

Sulaiman Al-Nabulsi William Codrington
(signed) (signed)

sl Al 5, Sl g )
minister of finance and  president of Jordan
economy currency board

Note: titles in Ruqg’ah script.

The 500 fils of the 1st Jordan Currency Board issue — CANCELLED perforated
archive specimen number A/A 000000.

King Abdullah’s reign was short-lived as he was assassinated on
July 20, 1951. He was succeeded by his son Talal, who himself
only reigned until August 11, 1952 when he was forced to
abdicate in favor of his son, Hussein.

No banknotes were issued under King Talal. The first banknotes
bearing the likeness of King Hussein were released into circu-
lation in March, 1955, as part of the 2nd Issue of the Jordan
Currency Board.
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Watermarks of King Abdullah (left) and his grandson King Hussein.

The 500 fils banknote was identical to its predecessor except:
the watermark now showed King Hussein instead of his late
grandfather; the English title on the back was changed to “THE
HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN” by omitting the

second “the;” and lastly the letter 1 only appears in the form i
going forward. The fractional prefix consists of an Arabic letter
< in the top position indicating the 2nd series, while the lower
letter changes after every million. Three varieties exist for this
note, as detailed below.

Sir Dallas G. M. Bernard

Anastas Hanania

(signed) (signed)
A s Go¥l el e )
minister of finance on behalf of currency

board president

Note: titles in Naskh script.

Sulaiman Al-Sukkar

Hashem Al-Jayoosi
(signed) (signed)
WU 5, Sl Gle e

minister of finance president of Jordan

currency board

Note: titles in Ruq’ah script.

P5Ac ! -
.
Bshara Ghasib (signed)
U E31)

minister of finance

Sulaiman Al-Sukkar
(signed)

@ ¥ & g e
president of Jordan
currency board

Note: titles in Rug’ah script.
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The 500 fils of the 2nd Jordan Currency Board issue — issued note number B/A
700007.

A New Monetary Authority

Jordan set out preparations to establish the Central Bank of
Jordan (CB]) in the late 1950s, in accordance with the Law of the
CBJ which was enacted in 1959.

Since it was already known in the late 1950s that Jordan would be
establishing a new monetary authority

"BANK OF JOHDA’

FIVE HUNDRED YiLs ,_, T
- - a ™ -

=

Unadopted 500 fils for the “Bank of Jordan”. Note that the signature used
resembles King Hussein’s signature, even though the title reads Governor.
(Collection of Ibrahim K. Salem.)
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and subsequently printing its own banknotes, several proposals
were made by Bradbury, Wilkinson, & Co. as well as Thomas De
La Rue & Company. In fact, draft designs for this new monetary
authority were prepared before even the name of the authority
was finalized.

The 500 fils illustrated names the “Bank of Jordan,” which was
never a money-issuing authority in Jordan2.

i

Unadopted 500 fils by Bradbury & Wilkinson, Co. Roman Amphitheater in
Amman on the back.

WANK OF J0RDas T

Unadopted 500 fils by Bradbury & Wilkinson, Co. Irrigation canal on the back.

cupell (niidoll

The Bradbury, Wilkinson, & Co. Proposal

Bradbury, Wilkinson, & Co. produced three entirely different
mockups for the 500 fils, all intended for consideration for the
Central Bank of Jordan’s first issue. Two of the mockups feature

a striking vignette of King Hussein wearing a military uniform,
which was never used on banknotes3. No documentation or
correspondence is available regarding why a decision was made to
dismiss these designs, but perhaps this was a question of “image”
and how King Hussein would be portrayed and perceived both
domestically as well as internationally. The third mockup design,
in contrast, shows the monarch wearing a suit. While none of
these designs were approved, the one that was finally approved
bears a strong resemblance to the third Bradbury mockup in
terms of the vignette chosen for King Hussein and the site depict-
ed on the note, which is the Forum of Jerash.

ARAE X A

Unadopted 500 fils by Bradbury & Wilkinson, Co. The Forum in Jerash on the
back.

The Central Bank of Jordan — 1st Issue

The Central Bank of Jordan commenced operations on October
1, 1964, succeeding the Jordan Currency Board. Shortly after, on
August 4, 1965, the 1st issue of the Central Bank of Jordan was
released into circulation. As noted earlier, there were similarities
between the issued 500 fils of the 1st issue of the Central Bank

— designed by De La Rue — and the proposed Bradbury design.
Both printers were provided with the same photos, illustrations
and requirements, so it is not unusual that there would be
resemblance and overlap. While the denomination remained 500
fils, this series brought a number of important changes such as the
inclusion of the monarch portrayed on all denominations, unlike
the case with earlier issues. The King is also now facing right,

as opposed to left, which was the case with the Currency Board
issues. Furthermore, the selected vignette for this note was of the
forum in Jerash, moving the focus to tourism and heritage, away
from agriculture.
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The signatory titles were now changed one final time to:

FUTUE minister of finance

Ll governor
The titles remain unchanged till today’s banknotes.

The 500 fils of the 1st Central Bank of Jordan issue — issued note number A/A
000002.

Subsequent printings of this issue saw two further amendments
(1966-1967). First, the small Arabic text in the center of the front
was changed from:

banknote issued in accordance
with law of the Central bank
of Jordan of year 1959

058 ol 4B B,

1959 Lo 33,9 (S0 el

To the following:

056 s 30lo S5 & ), banknote issued in accordance

a3 3 @SU o] with law of the Central bank

of Jordan

More importantly, the denomination was finally changed from
500 fils to 1/2 dinar. In the early days, it was not common in
the region to have banknotes with fractional denominations,
and perhaps to add a sense of continuity to the Jordanian dinar’s
predecessor, the Palestine Pound, initially %2 dinar notes were
called 500 fils, as Palestine had issued the 500 mils. The change
involved replacing the “500” on each corner of each side with
the fractional “V2” instead, changing the front Arabic text from
o Bt (five hundred fils) to s sa (half dinar), as well as mod-
ifying the reverse English text from FIVE HUNDRED FILS to
HALF DINAR.

43

Printer’s mockup of a 500 fils — % dinar “cross” with the denomination in the
cornersstill “500” while the text in the center reads ,.> . (half dinar), circa
late 1967.

In total, there are four different printings of the % dinar
(including the initial 500 fils) of the 1st issue of the Central Bank

of Jordan, as follows:

Dr. Khalil Salem

Dr. Khalil Salem

Ahmad Al-Lawzi

Dr. Mohammad
Nuri Shafiq

The amended % dinar of the 1st Central Bank of Jordan issue, issued note —
number A/D 000000 Specimen No. 014.
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The Central Bank of Jordan — 2nd Issue

In the early 1970s, the Central Bank of Jordan began exploring
new designs for a 2nd issue. There were many reasons, including
advancements in security features, the somewhat outdated
vignette of King Hussein, and of course the market demand for
more currency. In January of 1974, preliminary approval was
obtained authorizing the issuance of new banknotes. Illustrated is
a proposed design for a 2 dinar with an unadopted vignette that
was considered for this issue. While the front is a clear departure
from the previous designs, the back is almost identical to that of
the prior series.

gt

Unadopted % dinar by De La Rue. The Forum in Jerash on the back.

Unadopted, incomplete mockup for a % dinar by De La Rue.

Finally, in August of 1975, the new series was released into
circulation. There were five different varieties in total (four
signatures, with one occurring twice). Sometime in 1990, in
accordance with Section (4) of law (88) of 1975, the Central
Bank of Jordan printed a quantity of Jordanian dinars identical
to those in circulation at the time except for the colours, which
were entirely different.4 This printing was dubbed a “reserve
issue” and was stored, as the name implies, as a reserve in case
of an emergency. This came in handy for the 20 dinars, which
was originally olive-green but reprinted in blue (P21 and P22).
The half dinar, which was originally brown, was reprinted with a

cupell (niidoll

purple undertint, and never released into circulation. Illustrated
is a specimen of the “reserve” ¥4 dinar banknote. No examples
with serial numbers are known at this time and two specimens are
known in private collections.

The % dinar of the 2nd Central Bank of Jordan issue — specimen note number
B/M 000000 13.

One of two known % dinar of the “Reserve” Central Bank of Jordan issue —
specimen note number A/A 000000 Specimen No. 002.

In total, there are five different printings of the %2 dinar (not
including the reserve issue as it was not released into circulation)
of the 2nd issue of the Central Bank of Jordan, as follows:
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It is worth mentioning that this period also saw Jordan’s first
circulating %2 dinar coin, of which 2 million pieces were struck
and released into circulation in 1980, commemorating the 15th
century of Hijra.

The Central Bank of Jordan — 3rd Issue

On August 1, 1992, Jordan issued its 3rd issue of banknotes. The
notes featured an aging King Hussein wearing a traditional Arab
head dress, known as hatta or kufiya. A number of significant new
security features were incorporated into this issue. After briefly
circulating, and two separate printings, the issue was amended

to include in both Arabic and English the official title of the
Kingdom, which is The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.

Bromide proof of the reverse of the % dinar of the 3rd Central Bank of Jordan
Issue, with a photograph above of Qusair Amra.

Early mockup of the % dinar of the 3rd Central Bank of Jordan Issue.

In total, there are four different printings of the %2 dinar of the

. The original % dinar of the 3rd Central Bank of Jordan issue — proof note
3rd issue of the Central Bank of Jordan, as follows: number A/B 123456.
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Finally — A Coin

The 4th issue of Jordanian banknotes was released in 2002 and
is still in circulation. The series, however, does not include a V2
dinar banknote and as of 2004 all previous issues are no longer
considered legal tender. Today, the only %2 dinar in circulation in
Jordan is a coin.

Notes
1 Maliki, A. A. Central Bank of Jordan and Monetary Policy.
1996.

2 There is a retail bank by the same name, which was established

in 1960, but it never issued currency.

3 Vignettes of King Hussein in military uniform were portrayed
on postage stamps as well as commemorative coins, but not
banknotes that were issued.

4 For more related information, refer to the article by IBNS

member Raphael Dabbah, IBNS Journal 46:1, p. 40. {‘?f“\,

The amended % dinar of the 3rd Central Bank of Jordan issue — specimen note
number A/A 000000 Specimen No. 001.
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