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Each Year Our Public Auctions 

And Gold Medal Mail Sales 
Sell Over 100,000 Lots! 

We Urgently Need Additional Material! 

You want the most for your stamps. We gladly pay it without delays or bar­
gaining. Bring in personally, or send in by insured mail or exp~, attention: 
Appraisal Dept. All shipments are held aside intact awaiting your instruc­
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Philatelic Rarities 

Auctions since 1925 

YOUR RELIABLE PARTNER 

Benefit from our tradition, 
our experience, 
our knowledge In the fleld. 

Absolute discretion. 

CORINPHILA 

Bahnhofstrasse 1 
P.O. Box 

CH-8022 ZURICH 

Telex 813 113 fila ch 
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JUNE 
4 

6 

18 

London 

B'mouth 

London 

CHRISTIE'S 
ROBSON LOWE 

AUCTIONS 

BRITISH EMPIRE - with specialised Ascension, 
Malta, Morocco Agencies/Gibraltar 
CINDERELLA - stamps and a valuable general 
collection. 
SOLOMON ISLANDS & NEW HEBRIDES - a 
Gold Medal Collection. 

18/19 N. York UNITED STATF.S - with rarities of the Conf­
ederate States and other fine classics 
GERMANIA - the J.P.S. collection with States, 
magnificent small and large eagles, Colonies, 
P.0.'s abroad, Danzig, Saar, etc. 

25 

26 

26 

27 

28 

JULY 
4 
9 

16 
17 

Zurich 

Zurich 

Zurich 

Zurich 

Zurich 

B'mouth 
London 

London 
London 

EUROPA - an interesting selection of general 
properties with some fine country collections. 
THE MEDICI CORRF.SPONDENCE - 1498-1860 
with letters from the grand-dukes, Cosimo I, II, 
III, Ferdinand I and Francesco I. 
GREAT BRITAIN - line engraved, the John 
Griffiths collection with unique multiples, etc. 
LATIN AMERICA - with specialised Bolivia, 
Brazil and a unique collection of die proofs. 

A GENERAL SALE - with valuable collections. 
POSTAL HISTORY - including the Charles 
Mackenzie Smith collection of Travelling Post 
Offices. 
GREAT BRITAIN 
BRITISH EMPIRE 

Catalogues: B'mouth $4, London & New York $5, 
Zurich $8 each 

from: 
Christies, 502 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022 or 

Gordon Torrey, 5118 Duvall Drive, Bethesda, Md. 20816 

or 

47 Duke Street, St. James's, London, SWl Y 6QX ~· 
Cables: "Stamps London SWl" 

Telex: 8950974 
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The Livingston Cover 

Li ving,trnl. A la . . 5c Blue. the o nl y known pair. on co ve r. 
Ex Ferra ri . C "pary. Lill y. and Bo ke r 

We arc pleased to announce the special auction of this 
celebrated Confederate States cover, in conj unction with 

our June 18- 19 sale. 

A full-color catalogue for the Livingston cover 
wi ll be made ava ilab le fo ur weeks prior to the 

sale . To obtain a copy, please send $5 to: 

Christie's Stamp Department 
502 Park Avenue 

New York , New York 10022 

~ 
~a · ! .... - r;..- .(-~ 

CHRISTIE'S 
May-June 1985 144 



C

Put me to 
work for you. 

When it's time to consign your "yesterday's col­
lection" to auction, call me. I'll go to work for you 
right away. First, I'll personally come out to see you. (If 
I'm not in when you call, it's because I 'm on the road 
seeing another collector. But I'll call you back.) Then. in 
the comfort and privacy of your home or office we can 
discuss the best way to handle your collection . You'll find 
me helpful and sympathetic. 

As soon as your material is 
in my shop, I ' ll study it to de­

termine the best way to 
realize the most for you. 

Important decisions will 
be weighed. Shall we 
clear it all out in a iiiiiiiiiioio----- single auction'l Shall 
we place parts of it in 

our auctions of special­
ized material where they 

would fit in nicely·J Shall 
we place parts into sa les of 

"name" collecti ons where they might be enhanced by such 
proximity? Shall we put aside exceptional items for inclu­
sion in our annual Gem Sale where reali zations are often 
astonishing'l You won't be left out of these deliberations . 
You 'll get my recommendations and reasons why before 
we lock up the sales . 

After that, we'll turn to the critical business of 
lotting and describing . We pride ourselves on thi s. Since 
we know our collector-buyers. we break lots down with 
their interests in mind . We don't cherry-pick the easy ones 
and relegate the rest to large lots and remainders . We milk 
each decent item. This means better realizations for the 
collector-se ll er. In each lot. we look for the "hidden value" 
- the unusual cancel, the faint double transfer. the out­
of- the-ordinary usage that would make that item a prized 
addition to a coll ection. And thi s too makes for better 
realization s for you. 

We're meticulous in our descriptions . For instance . 
when is "fi ne" not so fine " A stamp off-center top and 
bottom is worth more than the same item off-center left 

and right. Yet each can properly be described as "fi ne ." To 
make sure the better "fine" gets the better price, 
we photo it. Who benefits'l Both you and the 
buyer. 

I work for you in other ways: 

All auction catalogs are not created 
equal. I honestly think mine are better. 
Since "presentation" in a catalog is so im­
portant, you 'll'see that I picture 7 5% of the 
items, many larger than actual size. This 
75% compares with an average of 50% in 
most others' catal ogs. That's important for 

your material. because most buyers can't 
come personally to view the lots. If a buyer 

can't see what he 's buying . chances are he 
won 't buy. But a photo does the tri ck . Also. 
you 'II find the important items illustrated in 

full color in every sale. This draws attenti on to them and 
they realize more . And as much as possible. we position 
photos adjacent to their lot description. That's a conven­
ience to the buyer and a giant headache 
to us. But since buyers expect it and 
se llers request it . we do it. 

A truism: "If you're willing to 
sell, they ' re willing to buy." I make 
sure your material is offered in my 
catalogs to thousands of collector 
specialists and dealers here and 
abroad . Their collecting interests 
cover a broad spectrum. They're a 
very receptive audience fo r quality 
material and they 're serious buyers . 

As an auction is concluded and 
the hammer falls on the las t lot. we'll 
a lready be hastening our se ttlement with you to ge t your 
money into your hands . A number of fac tors will be 
working for you here . First. our computerized sys tem 
eliminates the mountain of tedious paper work in tracking 
and invoicing every lot and bidder. Second ly. our buyers 
tend to pay promptly; we discourage slow payers by drop­
ping them from the catalog li st. Most important. our return 
rate is surprisingly low. We work hard at that by making 
sure our descriptions are accurate. our claims not exagger­
ated. and most material photographed . 

Let me respectfully suggest that when the time 
comes to sell, take a few minutes for a toll-free call to 
me (800-424-9519). Let's discuss your collection. You 
may end up putting me to work for you then and there. 

CALL TOLL FREE: 800-424 -9)19 

IN WASHINGTON. D.C. AREA. 
CALL (202) 638-5658 

!f-L /)Y.~ 
JohnW. ~ Kaufmann A::: .... ,. ' ' --

1522 K Stree1, N.W 
washington. o. c. 20005 IDC. --
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David Feldman in the USA 
PREMIER AUCTION IN 

NEW YORK, NOVEMBER 1985 

CONSIGNMENTS NOW BEING ACCEPTED OF FINE STAMPS 
AND POSTAL HISTORY OF THE WORLD 

AN IMPECCABLE SWISS SERVICE COMBINED WITH 
ABSOLUTE DISCRETION 

(advances and settlements in any currency anywhere in the world) 

OUR REPRESENTATIVE WILL BE TRAVELLING THROUGH THE 
USA DURING MAY AFTER WESTPEX SHOW, SAN FRANCISCO, 

ACCEPTING PROPERTIES FOR THIS IMPORTANT SALE 

Please contact us at any one of the addresses below: 

DAVID FELDMAN S.A. 
Our headquarters: 
P.O. Box 81 , (175, rte de Chancy) 
1213 Onex-Geneva, Switzerland 
Tel. : Geneva (022) 57 25 30 Telex: 422 757 

Our New York contact address: 
Transbrooks, 
677 Broadway 
New York, N.Y. 10012 
Telex: 421 861 Tel.: (212) 677 9201 

Our New York representative: 
Louis Robbins 
19, West 44th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10036 
Tel.: (212) 944 6188 
May-June 1985 146 



Collec
Linn's U.S. Stamp Yearbook tells more about 1983 U.S. 
postal issues than any other source! 

Facts, photos, stories ... design, origination, technical details 
... the what, why and how of everything postal or postally relat­
ed in 1983 in this Premier Edition! 

Profusely illustrated, • •• • • • • ••••• • • ••• 
240 pages of informa- I Yearbook Order Form I 
tion never before avail- I I 

I v Send me copies of the Pre- I 
able in one handy soft I.eS, mier Edition of Linn 's U. S. Stamp 
cover reference. I Yearbook 1983 at $9.95 each, postpaid. My I 

100% GUARANTEE: I payment is enclosed. (Ohio residents add I 
Return it undamaged I 51/2% sales tax. OUTSIDE U.S.: Add $1.50 I 
for a Full Refund, no I postage; remit in U.S. funds only. ) I 
questions asked. I I 

I Name I 
I I 
I Address I 
I City/State/Zip ,,0064 I 
I Clip & mail today to: I 
I LINN'S U.S. STAMP YEARBOOK I 

Box 29, Sidney, OH 45365 I 
....._ __________ .................. . 
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May-J
IS YOUR COLLECTION FOR SALE? 

AMERICA'S PREMIER AUCTION HOUSE 
OFFERS 

IMMEDIATE AND MAXIMUM 
CASH ADVANCES 

At no charge our auction house will immediately advance interest-free cash to 
you. The only charge to you is a 10% commission on what your collecti on 
reali zes at auction. The buyer also pays a 10% buyers premium. 

Advances available on request on collection consignments valued in excess of 
$5,000. 

AMERICA'S PREMIER AUCTION HOUSE 
FIRST IN PRESTIGE 

FIRST IN DOLLAR VOLUME 

OUR AUCTIONS REALIZED $12,461,407 IN 1984 

On request, we will send two issues of our catalog gratis to members 
of the Collectors Club 

CALL OR WRITE 

AUCTION GALLERIES, I NC. 
160 E. 56th St. 
New York, N.Y.10022 

Tel.: (212) 753-6421 
Established 55 Years 
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Another Visit With 
the U. S Beacon 
Air Mail Stamp 

of 1928 
by Philip Silver 

In the conclusion of "United States The Beacon Air Mail Stamp of 
1928 Revisited," in the March and May 1983 issues of this publi­
cation, I stated, "Thus, I do not believe, either, as I stated at the 
outset of this article, that my own correction and addendum will 
forever represent completion." Subsequent to publication, I re­
ceived suggestions for additional data and corrections from well­
known philatelists George W. Brett, Henry W. Beecher and Calvet 
M. Hahn. In addition, new data about die proofs were received 
from Betty L. Russell, Supervisor, Public Affairs Section of the 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing. Also, several incorrect state­
ments in the Goodkind monograph inadvertently had been over­
looked. 

So, this will be a further attempt to add to the information 
about this popular stamp. As in my previous article, the data and 
corrections will first be keyed to the pages of Goodkind 's mono­
graph "United States The 5c Beacon Air Mail Stamp of 1928." 
The initials HMG followed by a page number will refer to that 
monograph. The initials PS followed by a page number will refer 
to my article in the March and May 1983 issues of the Collectors 
Club Philatelist. 

Re Chapter 1, The Stamp 

HMG-6. Goodkind quotes Johl for the information that L.S. Scho­
field and E. Hall were the engravers of the Beacon stamp. I have 
received new information about the engravers from the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing. Unfortunately, this information was 
received too late for inclusion in my article. According to Bureau 
records, the vignette engraver was L.S. Schofield, the frame and 
scrolls engraver was C.F. Wittenauer, and the lettering and 
numerals engraver was E.M. Hall. 

HMG-7. Goodkind gives the names of five men-James M. 
Butler, Joseph A. Clark, Edward L. Shankle, Walter E. Spring and 
Ralph F. Wurtz- who he mistakenly identifies as platemakers. 
The process of forcing the transfer roll under great pressure on to 
a soft piece of steel in making the printing plate is correctly re-
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ferred to by him as platemaking. Actually, what he described was 
synonymous with the work of the siderographers. The five men 
mentioned by Goodkind as platemakers are actually called plate 
finishers . Their job consists of bending, burnishing, hammering, 
cleaning and polishing the plate after it has been laid down by the 
transfer men or siderographers . 

HMG-7. A question has been raised about Goodkind's state­
ment, at the top of his page 7, relative to the method of entering 
the initials of the siderographers. Goodkind states that these ini­
tials were engraved on the plate (emphasis added). James H. Bax­
ter, in Printing Postage Stamps By Line Engraving, discusses the 
several methods on page 88 as follows : 

Designation marks can be recessed in plates manually with a 
graver or with mechanical devices such as steel relief punches, 
transfer rolls, or the pantograph, but as a rule , the pantograph 
and die punches are used for this purpose. 

Thus, Goodkind's use of the word "engraved" for entering the 
initials of the siderographers may be considered proper in the 
broad sense . In answer to my inquiry, George W. Brett stated the 
following in his letter of November 19, 1983: 

Well, the term 'engraved' is used so broadly that I don't know 
how anyone could object to that. .. . As to the siderographer's 
initials well practically all, if not all , were entered by transfer 
roll. 

Though Goodkind states that the platemakers' [plate finishers'] 
initials "appear in the lower right sheet margins on Cll," he does 
not give the method of entering these initials on the plate. To clear 
up any possible ambiguity, it should be stated that the plate 
finishers' initials were recessed on to the plate by means of steel 
relief punches. The punches are held against the face of the plate 
and then are struck with a hammer. 

HMG-10. Goodkind states that it has not been determined when 
the practice of placing siderographers ' and plate finishers ' ini­
tials on the sheet margins was discontinued. His reference was 
limited to the Beacon stamp that was the subject of his mono­
graph. Actually, of course, these initials were placed on the 
plates and subsequently printed on the sheets for stamps other 
than the Beacon, and for many years prior to 1928. Though it is 
my belief that this practice was abandoned by the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing sometime late in 1928, my purpose in mak­
ing an examination of the plate proofs in the Division of Philately 
and Postal History of the Smithsonian Institution was to deter­
mine the specific plates on which these initials were entered for 
the Beacon stamp. 

This information is shown in a table on page 60 of my article in 
the March 1983 issue of the Collectors Club Philatelist. It will be 
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noted that there are no plate finisher initials for plate numbers 
19589, 19590, 19592, 19607, and 19613. Each of these plates , 
however, has the initials of the siderographers. For plate number 
19624, there are plate finisher initials but the siderographer 's ini­
tials are missing. Plate number 19623 is the first plate for which 
both sets of initials were not entered on the plate. By coincidence, 
that plate was aproved on November 1, 1928, the latest approval 
date for any plates with initials. All other frame plates after 
number 19623-except for 19624 approved on October 31 , 
1928-were approved on dates ranging from October 31 , 1928 
through February 4, 1929. Thus, my belief, as noted previously, is 
that the practice of entering these initials on the plates-at least 
with reference to the Beacon air mail stamp-was discontinued 
early in November of 1928. 

Beecher states, " Initials were still put on the plates, but on the 
backs rather than on the printing surface. They were not removed 
from plates made earlier. " With reference to the last part of that 
statement, I cannot envision a practical reason why the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing would take such steps. Bureau practice is 
to save every reference to its printing function; every piece of 
paper used in the proving room has to be accounted for with con­
trol numbers. Why, then, would the Bureau want to remove sider­
ographer and plate finisher initials from plates no longer in use'? 

Relative to the placement of such initials on the backs of plates, 
Beecher cites John S. Meek in The United States Specialist for 
June 1983 (Volume 54, number 6), p. 253 as follows: 

Initials ended in 1928 because the men were ordered to place 
them on the backs of the printing plates. Thus no plates after 
1928 printed collectible initials but some plates made in 1928 
were still in use for some years afterwards. 

In the same context, Brett covers the point in his November 19, 
1983 letter: "As to placement on the back, well yes it was done 
but not always . . .. But take a curved plate, where you never had 
them on the face , there would not be any point in even putting 
them on the back. " 

For philately, the only collectible items, similar to those illus­
trated in Goodkind's Figures 3, 4 and 5 on pages 7, 8 and 9 of his 
monograph, are those where the initials were placed on the front 
of the plates. In my opinion, the reference to placing initials on the 
backs of plates has only peripheral relevance. In the matter of ob­
taining collectible Beacon items, it has no relevance whatsoever. 

HMG-12. In the first paragraph of his discussion on "The First 
Printing," Goodkind states that the two heavy arrow markings 
were "originally engraved on the plate for ease in separating the 
100-subject sheet into two panes of fifty." This is obviously incor­
rect. The function of those markers and of the later horizontal 
markings engraved on the plates in varying lengths and thickness­
es was to facilitate the checking of color registration when the 
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blue vignette plates were printed. As for the separation of the 
sheet into two panes of fifty, this was accomplished by cutting 
along the vertical red guideline engraved on the plate between 
the two panes. It is only fair to point out, however, what L.N. and 
M. Williams had to say on this subject on page 102 of their book 
Fundamentals of Philately: 

ARROW. This is a term used to designate a mark, sometimes 
three pronged (consisting of two diagonal marks forming an 
angle bisected by a third mark), sometimes two pronged 
(diagonal marks only), and sometimes without any diagonal 
marks, printed in a sheet margin as a guide or register mark for 
printer or cutter or perforator, or as a guide to dividing or fold­
ing the sheet into a convenient fraction (emphasis added). 

HMG-14. In his discussion of "The Third Printing, " Goodkind 
refers to a "thin vertical red guideline over the words 'TOP' in 
both the left and right panes." This is an obvious slip; what he 
probably meant, of course, was a horizontal red guideline . 

Also, on the first line of this same "Third Printing" section, 
Goodkind states, "With blue (vignette) plate No. 19600 no center 
arrow markings appear for the rest of the printings." The plate 
number should read 19599. 

HMG-17. In discussing the matter of recutting, Goodkind refers 
to the reasons for plate wear that necessitated it. He states, "As 
written before , many problems arose with the printing of the 5c 
Beacon air mail. One of the chief difficulties was caused by the 
red ink, which wore out the plates much faster than the blue ink, 
probably because the former had a greater acid content." 

The statement that the red ink wore out the plates faster than 
the blue ink was made by Johl on pages 214 and 216 of his book. 
Goodkind merely copied these in the Beacon monograph, and then 
added what he thought was the reason: namely, that the red ink 
had a greater acid content than the blue ink. He cited no source 
for his belief. Beecher wonders if the red ink had more abrasive 
components. It is hoped that this question will be answered by 
someone with expertise in the matter. 

HMG-18. On the tenth line on page 18, Goodkind refers to "blue 
plate No. 19626 .. " This is an obvious slip; plate number 19626 is a 
red frame plate. 

HMG-19. On page 19 et seq., Goodkind engages in a wide-ranging 
discussion of minor plate varieties: blue moon, open door, worn 
tower, ink streaks, etc. His purpose, I believe, was to indicate the 
availability of such varieties and the spice they might lend to the for­
mation of a collection of the Beacon air mail stamp. The term "fly 
speck philately" has been assigned to such collecting. 

Thus, though Goodkind states on page 19 that the "blue moon" 
variety is found on vignette plate number 19618 on position 16 of 
a complete sheet (better stated as position 6 of the right pane), I 
had indicated on page 136 of my own article that this variety oc-
May-June 1985 154 



curs on several other vignette plates. Johl actually was the source 
of Goodkind's statement-see page 215 of Johl's book where that 
variety is indicated as a plate flaw . If, as Johl says, this variety 
was caused by damage to the vignette plate then it is constant for 
all impressions of vignette plate number 19618 printed after the 
damage occurred. Obviously, too , impressions printed of that 
plate prior to the time of the damage would not show the "blue 
moon" variety. 

What is true of the "blue moon" is true, too, of the "open door" 
and similar varieties . If the plate had damage or a depression on 
it from the time it first went to press , then the varieties would be 
constant from the very first impression made. If, however, the 
damage occurred later, then only the later impressions would 
show the variety. 

With reference to blue ink streaks, Goodkind states on page 21, 
" Also these were not caused by plate scratches because they are 
not constant." Basically, Goodkind was correct, but he has been 
criticized for not having understood the conventions of "fly speck 
philately." If, as he understood it, the ink streak (whether blue or 
red) was caused by a plate scratch, obviously then, it would be a 
constant variety for any impressions made of that plate after the 
scratch had occurred. There are many streaks, however, that 
may occur for other reasons and they would not be constant 
varieties. In my own collection there are examples of streaks that 
appear to have been caused by a ca reless wipe as from a sleeve. 
There are fuzzy streaks, not the clear impression caused by a 
plate scratch or a plate crack. So, in that context, at least, 
Goodkind cannot be faulted . 

There are a number of plate varieties not covered by Goodkind 
or by Johl , whose book, published in 1935, preceded Goodkind's 
monograph by thirty yea rs . For anyone interested in "fly speck 
philately," I recommend a master reference on the subject: Ency­
clopedia of Plate Varieties on U.S. Bureau Printed Postage Stamps, 
by Loran C. French. This was published by the Bureau Issues 
Association, Inc. in 1979. French lists all of the varieties 
discovered by himself and others, the latest Beacon reference be­
ing his own article in the April 1977 issue of The United States 
Specialist. A reading of his foreword indicates that new varieties 
remain to be discovered . All that is needed is the painstaking 
search by devotees of such plate varieties. 

HMG-20/21. Goodkind refers to and illustrates a red ink smudge 
which covers the letters "U.S. " of position 3 of the right pane 
below plate number 19674. This is in the top strip of three stamps 
in Figure 24 on page 21. The second strip of three Beacon stamps 
in the same Figure 24 does not show the red ink smudge. Plate 
19674 is a vignette plate. The adjoining stamp on the top strip 
shows plate number 19630. This is a frame plate. Thus, as 
Beecher points out, to indicate that the red ink smudge was or 
was not a constant variety, it would have been necessary to show 
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another strip with frame plate number 19630. Showing two strips 
containing vignette plate 196 7 4 will not serve that purpose. 

HMG-21. Goodkind refers to the red " TOP" that is faintly 
printed over position 4 of the left pane of frame plate 19615. In my 
own article, on pp . 136-7 in the May 1983 issue of the Collectors 
Club Philatelist, I indicated that this is a constant variety on that 
frame plate because I found it used in conjunction with vignette 
plate 19611 in addition to vignette plate number 19619 noted in 
the Goodkind monograph. A question has been raised-because 
the variety was not illustrated-whether it is to be taken to mean 
that two red "TOPS" appear on frame plate 19615, one being 
faint. The answer is that only one "TOP" is found on that plate, 
but because it is printed so faintly , I designated it as a "phantom 
TOP." 

HMG-28. With reference to the die proof in his collection, Good­
kind states he believes that the numbers 123472 and 123473 rub­
ber-stamped on the back " designate the plate used, one for the 
frame and the other for the vignette. " This is incorrect; these 
numbers bear no reference whatever to the plates used in print­
ing the Beacon air mail stamps. All of the plates used for that 
printing are in the 19,000 range . 

During my examination of the plate proofs in the Division of 
Philately and Postal History of the Smithsonian Institution, I noted 
numbers stamped on the back of each such proof. These are 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing control numbers. The lowest 
control number seen was 125035 on the back of the plate proof for 
frame plate 19552. These control numbers start in the 125000 
series and continue on into the 150,000 series. The last control 
number is 156052 for frame plate proof 19719, approved on Feb­
ruary 2, 1929. As can be seen, therefore, the numbers on Good­
kind 's die proof are not plate proof control numbers, either. 

Every piece of paper used in the Bureau of Engraving has to be 
accounted for . In the case of paper used in the proving room-for 
die proofs as an example-the control numbers are entered in the 
proof impression book. The numbers Goodkind refers to-123472 
and 123473 are just that: control numbers, not plate numbers. 

Also, on page 28, Goodkind refers to the " existence of only two 
large die proofs, both similar." The Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing has records of more than just the two die proofs men­
tioned by Goodkind. The full list of known die proofs is as follows: 

control numbers 

123447/123448 
123464/123465 
123466/123467 
123468/123469 
123470/123471 
123472/123473 

123474/123475 
123476/123477 
123478/123479 
123480/123481 
123482/123483 
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All of the above are in addition to the die proof sold in the Presi­
dent Roosevelt collection, 331179/333331. Whether all of them 
are in public hands is another matter. Several of these die proofs 
are owned by collectors. I, personally, saw 123447/123448 in a 
stamp dealer's stock about twenty years ago. Additional die 
proofs have come on the philatelic market from time to time. A col­
lector friend owns 123464/123465, and he has a record of 
123466/123467 ex-Heathcote sold by the Bruce Daniels firm of 
Boston, Massachusetts on June 10, 1955. 

PS-61. On page 61 of my article in the March 1983 issue of the 
Collectors Club Philatelist, I provided layout sketches to show the 
placement of the side arrowhead markers that were trimmed 
away before the stamps were placed on sale. Those sketches 
were misleading because they show the sheets to be higher than 
they were wide. The reverse is true, of course; the sheets were 
wider than they were high. The sketches should have included an 
explanation that they were not made to even approximate scale, 
but rather to show the placement of the side arrows as noted on 
the plate proofs. I made them in vertical position so that both the 
frame plate and the vignette plate could be shown side by side. 

While on this subject, it might be germane to mention that Johl, 
on page 215 of his book, lists complete right and left arrows under 
variety ( d) "Position Blocks. " Obviously, if all the sheets were 
properly trimmed, such right and left arrow position blocks could 
not exist. Johl's inclusion of them as position pieces may have 
been based on a belief that the cutting of the left and right sheet 
margins may have been done in such a fashion that several of the 
margins remained intact together with their arrow registration 
markings. It is a possibility but only a remote one at that. 

PS-132. In the May 1983 issue of the Collectors Club Philatelist, 
in my discussion of the three groups of plates (Goodkind 's three 
printings), I stated it was reasonable to assume that the initial 
general distribution to the post offices in cities around the coun­
try was a good part of the 106,887,677 stamps issued. This has 
been questioned. Reference is made, accordingly, to Brett's letter 
to me dated February 23, 1982. He gives the first shipment date as 
July 17, 1928. Also mentioned is the first Post Office Department 
order for 25,000,000 stamps and a Bureau of Engraving and Print­
ing internal record of 26,300,000. 

If these 26,300,000 stamps run off the presses to fulfill the Post 
Office Department's order were included in the July 17, 1928 first 
shipment, that would be 24.6% of the total issue of 106,887,677 or 
a "good part" as stated in my article. 

PS-133/135. Throughout my table 2 on pages 133 and 134, 
which showed dates of approval of the frame plates of the Beacon 
air mail stamps, I placed asterisks (printed as stars in the article) 
alongside some of the plate numbers. A note at the bottom of that 
table indicates that special paper was used in printing those 
plates. A question has been raised by one correspondent about 
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the lack of asterisks (stars) for table 3 on pages 134 and 135 giv­
ing dates of approval of the vignette plates. 

Actually, once the special paper was used for the printing of a 
frame plate, it could be used again for the second run through the 
presses for the vignette plates (emphasis added). Thus, one must 
only know the vignette plates that were used in combination with 
the frame plates printed on the special paper. 

On page 220 of his book, Johl provides a tabulation of all the 
known frame and vignette plate combinations known as having 
been printed up to October 1, 1935. For easy reference, I have ex­
cerpted those vignette plates that could have been used in com­
bination with the frame plates mentioned by Southgate to have 
been printed on the special paper: 

Possible Plate Number Combinations on Special Paper ' 

Frame Plate 
19571 

19585 

19586 

19587 

19588 

19589 

19590 

19591 

19592 

19605 

19606 

19607 

Vignette Plates 
19545-48, 19573-80, 19597-8 

19545-48, 19573-80, 19597-19600, 
19608-11, 19616-19 

same as for frame plate 19585 

same as for frame plate 19585 

19545-48, 19573-80, 19597-19600, 
19608-10, 19616-18 

same as for frame plate 19571 

same as for frame plate 19585 

19545-48, 19573-80, 19597-19600, 
19608-10, 19616, 19618-19 

19545-48, 19573-80, 19597-99 

19545-48, 19573-79, 19597-19600, 
19639, 19608-11 , 19616-19 

19545-48, 19573-79, 19597-19600, 
19608-11, 19616-19, 19666-67, 19669 

19545-48, 19573-76, 19597-19600, 
19608-11, 19616,19, 19666-69, 
1967 4-77' 19688 

In writing about the special paper used for printing the Beacon 
air mail stamps, Johl states on page 215 , "This, too, was soon 
discontinued." In view of that statement, one must question 
whether all the possible combinations shown in the foregoing 
table ever went to press using the special paper. 

A re-reading of the Southgate article indicates that his Tables 
III and IV merely give the dates when some, but not all, of the 
frame plates were in use at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. 

1. The only frame plates shown in this table are those which Southgate referred to 
in his a rticle. 
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The starred (asterisk) items in his Table III are in his own collec­
tion. That table gives the frame plates in use between October 8 
and November 3, 1928. This short period of only twenty-seven days 
seems to tie in with Johl 's statement that the use of special paper 
was soon abandoned . Of all the frame plates shown in Southgate's 
Table IV-the period is from June 22 to October 10, 1928-not one 
has a star or asterisk. Whether this means only that examples of 
special paper used with those frame plates were not known to him 
or were not in his own collection is open to conjecture. 

As noted previously, Johl's check list of all the frame and 
vignette pla te combinations is for those known to exist up to Oc­
tober 1, 1935. It will be interesting to see if plate number collec­
tors can submit combinations not known to Johl. By the same 
token, those combinations using special paper, other than those 
known to Southgate, should increase our knowledge in this matter 
if collectors will make known their holdings. It is quite possible, of 
course, that such information already exists in the philatelic liter­
ature. A letter to me or to the editor with such information will be 
appreciated . 

PS-134. On page 29 of his article, Southgate states, "Plate 
numbers may help in verification. Table III lists the plates known 
to have been used for 'special ' paper printings but probably in 
every case they were also used with regular paper." 

In view of that statement, it is possible that the note at the bot­
tom of Table 2 on page 134 of my article may be interpreted as 
misleading. That note should be reworded to read, "It is known 
that special paper was used for some printings from the starred 
plate numbers in this table. " 

PS-139-40. On pages 139 and 140 of my article in the May 1983 
issue of the Collectors Club Philatelist, I dealt with the number of 
different stamp sizes that I had found by measurements taken 
from the tip of the left perforation teeth to the tip of the right per­
foration teeth. The greatest variations in size were as follows: 

39mm by 31mm 
42mm by 32 mm 

To graphically illustrate those differences, a photograph was 
prepared showing the 39mm by 31mm stamp at the top and the 
42mm by 32mm stamp at the bottom. The printer cut the photo­
graph apart, showed the two stamps side by side, and spoiled the 
effect that I was trying to show. To make matters worse, the 
photograph had been made against a white background. When 
the stamps were placed side by side as in Figure 7 on page 140, 
the entire effect was lost on the white page used in printing. 

Subsequently a new photograph was prepared using a black 
background for better visual effect. As before, the two stamps 
were shown one above the other. Again, for reasons known only 
to himself, the printer cut the photograph apart and showed the 
two stamps side by side (see Figure 7, page 287, September-Ge-
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Fig. 1. The greatest size varia­
tions found: 39 x 31mm. and 
42 x 32 mm. 

tober 1983 issue of Collectors Club Philatelist). Though the black 
background was helpful in noting the stamps' extremities, the 
side by side placement was not conducive to proper appreciation 
of the size differences. 

Accordingly, a new photograph has been prepared and it is 
shown here in vertical format as originally intended (See Figure 
1). The horizontal size difference is quite obvious. However, the 
Figure 7 illustration on page 287 of the September-October 1983 
issue does point up the lmm vertical difference. 

PS-142. In my discussion of the error piece shown on page 26 of 
the Goodkind monograph, I stated, "Thus, there is no 'natural 
straight edge' on the left and right outside parts of the sheet 
where one would normally expect to find it." For the Beacon 
stamp, of course, it would be completely abnormal to find straight 
edges in those positions, and I would wager that if unperforated 
left and right margin pieces were to be discovered-even at this 
late date, fifty-seven years after the event-they would bring 
astronomical prices in the U.S error market. What I had in mind 
were the sheets of 100 of the 1918 U.S. air mail stamps, Scott nos. 
Cl-3. Cl and C2 exist with straight edges in the right margins. For 
C3, there are both left and right straight-edged margins. Mea 
culpa. 

PS-143. On this page, on the sixth line from the bottom, I stated 
that the measurement from the vertical red guideline, which was 
used for cutting the two panes apart from the sheet of 100 stamps, 
to the adjoining row of stamps was 1/8 of an inch. This was a typo­
graphical error. On the handwritten copy of my manuscript, this 
is stated as 1/16 of an inch, which is correct. One point of interest 
may be given in addition. Examination of the outer frame lines on 
the Beacon stamp shows that the center portion of the frame is in-
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dented slightly from the corners . Thus, the measurement of 1/16 
of an inch is from the vertical red guideline to the center portion 
of the stamp's frame. At the four corners, that measurement is 
slightly more than 1/32 of an inch. 

I cannot leave this section about the stamps without recording 
several additional interesting items that can be collected by 
Beacon air mail aficionados. 

One such collecting facet is perfins or perforated initials . 
These are not scarce by any means. A representative group is 
shown in Figure 2. The initials EKC are those of the Eastman 
Kodak Company. DL&W stands for Delaware and Lackawana Rail-

Fig. 2. Perforated initials (per­
fins): EKC is Eastman Kodak 
Company, DL&W is Delaware 
and Lackawana Railroad, EF 
is E.F. Houghton Company . 

Fig. 3 (left). A double "kiss' of 
the printing plate. 

Fig. 4 (right). Paper fold-be­
fore printing. 

Fig. 5 (left) . Paper fold-be­
fore perforating. 

Fig. 6 (right). Misplaced per­
forations. 
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road. EF is for E.F. Houghton Company. 
Another printing va riety is shown in Figure 3. This is a double 

"kiss" of vignette plate number 19548. 
Paper folds make interesting acquisitions for a Beacon collec­

tion. Without getting into the technical aspects of such items, 
Figure 4 shows a fold before printing and Figure 5 is a fold before 
perforating. 

Finally, an interesting perforation variety is shown in Figure 6. 
The perforations are so far offline that parts of two stamps are 
the result. 

I am sure that stamp varieties other than those discussed by 
Goodkind and myself can be located. Don't expect your favorite 
stamp dealer to stock them, however. Watch the auctions, 
especially of those firms that specialize in freaks and oddities. 
And do what a friend in Arlington, Virginia prescribes: haunt the 
dealer booths at every stamp show you can attend . 

Re Chapters 2 and 3-Covers and Cancellations 

HMG-30. In his discussion of covers as collectibles for a Beacon 
air mail holding, Goodkind noted the new five-cent air mail rate 
went into effect on August 1, 1928. This was five cents for the 
first ounce plus ten cents for each additional ounce. 

On page 148 of my article in the May 1983 issue of the Collec­
tors Club Philatelist, I expanded on this somewhat by stating that 
the "five-cent rate was the lowest in the entire history of the air 
mail service in the United States." My meaning was that it was 
the lowest rate in the history of the service up to that August 1, 
1928 date. 

Beecher contends, however, that Postmaster General's Order 
No. 3336 of July 18, 1919, effective on that date, established a 
lower rate. In capsule form, the order decreed that mail carried 
by airplane should be charged with postage at two cents an 
ounce. That, incidentally, was the rate for a one-ounce, first-class 
letter on July 18, 1919. So, Beecher reasons, there was a two-cent 
rate from July 18, 1919 until June 30, 1924. It will be remembered 
that transcontinental air mail service was inaugurated on July 1, 
1924 between New York City and San Francisco with air mail 
rates of eight cents per ounce per zone. 

On page 3 of his book, Goodkind states, " All first-class mail 
then cost 2 cents. If air mail service was available then a 2 cents 
first-class letter would go via airplane. It is important that there 
was no regular schedule. This arrangement was on a 'hit-or-miss ' 
basis ." 

Though Beecher cites fourteen Postal Bulletins and a sufficient 
number of notices that appeared in the New York Times to prove 
his contention about the two-cent air mail rate, I must agree with 
Goodkind, except for his 'hit-or-miss ' statement . It is quite evident 
from the sources cited by Beecher that millions of miles were 
flown during the four and one-half year period between July 18, 
1919 and June 30, 1924. Also, that millions of pieces of mail were 
carried by planes during that period. I found that evidence my-
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self, several years ago, when I sorted through many thousands of 
pieces of documentation in the National Archives Building in 
Washington, D.C. The purpose of flying all those miles and carry­
ing all that mail was to prove the feasibility of the airplane for 
carrying the mail and to aid in the eventual establishment of the 
transcontinental route that had been envisioned by Post Office of­
ficials in their annual reports. 

Regardless, I do not consider the two-cent rate to be an official 
air mail rate . Most students of United States air mail rates agree 
on this. 

It may be germane to point out that the Post Office Department 
did not consider the two-cent rate to be an official air mail rate 
either. United States Domestic Postage Rates 1789-1956, a publi­
cation of the Post Office Department, is quite clear on this. On 
page 25 of that publication , Table III-Domestic Airmail lists all 
the rates starting from May 15, 1918. The entry for the two-cent 
rate is as follows : 

Date Rate 
July 18, 1919 2 cents per ounce 2 

Beecher comments that the source cited above is not a primary 
source of information. So , let us see if the Official Postal Guides 
have anything to say on the subject. The only Postal Guide for the 
period in my philatelic library is the one for July 1921. The follow­
ing statement in the section on FIRST-CLASS MATTER appears on 
page 9: 

9. Rates of postage on first-class matter. 
(f) Mail carried by airplane, consisting of matter of the first­

class, including sealed parcels not exceeding 30 inches in 
length and girth combined, is chargeable with postage at the 
rate of 2 cents for each ounce or fraction thereof. 

Let me present an interesting item in my collection because it il­
lustrates a point made by Goodkind and myself. It is a charred 
envelope and enclosure postmarked 6:30pm at New York City on 
September 13, 1920. It is franked with 2, one-cent postage stamps 
to pay the first-class rate . The envelope bears no evidence to in­
dicate that the sender, Mrs. D.C. Jacobs, sought to obtain air mail 
service . She simply deposited the letter in a post office box of the 
Washington Bridge Station in New York City. We know, of course, 
that it ended up being sent by airplane because it was involved in 
a crash near Luckey, Ohio. The letter was returned to Mrs. Jacobs 
in a Post Office Department "ambulance" envelope together with 
a slip of paper reading: 

The accompanying mail was salvaged from an airplane in the 
Coast to Coast Air Mail Service which was wrecked near 
Luckey, Ohio at about 2pm, Sept. 14, 1920 (see Figure 7). 

2. Not strictly an 'airmail ra te.' Between July 18, 1919 and July 1, 1924, there was 
no airmail ra te and no offer of airmail service. Some mail, however, was carried by 
planes a t the regular first-class ra te of 2 cents per ounce. 
Collectors Club Philatelist 163 



Fig. 7. Cover from the air­
plane wreck near Luckey, 
Ohio on September 14, 1920. 

UNITED STATES· Aiqoost 
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.A.3 r >td ... l Ser1ic:o 
19::~'). 

7:l>:~~ 1 r;.;;.~~ sal v-Jt;e<t fro~::; a.n 
vx.t.s ...-:rc-::~.ltecl t:.~~<ll' I. uckoy., 

From July 18, 1)19 to June 
30, 1924. there was no air 
~l:lail rate .. However, by or­
der of the Post Office De­
partment, f irs t class mail 
waa carri~d by air if air­
planes w&r~ avail~ble. As 
a r~le, no special marking 
was applied. Proof of air 
mail service for this COV$r 
is the .fact that the ai.r­
plane in whic.b. it was be ing 
flown crashed near Luckey, 
Onio on Sep~ember 14, 1920 

in tht) ::;<Jast to • '~·' '"""'"""· ~#ifiJ~ 
a,t z'eic.ri..:<.t 2pt1, f.iJ_)t . Ht,. 

-Crashed cover was returned 
to the sender io env~lope 

at left plus a.Dov~ notice,. 

If anyone can deduce from the above and the other comments 
that preceded it that there was an official two-cent air mail rate, 
he or she is welcome to that deduction. The matter of the two-cent 
rate has been debated previously. I doubt that the argument ever 
will be settled to the satisfaction of all. 

HMG-32. In his section of foreign uses on cover, Goodkind il­
lustrates two covers from Canada (Figures 38 and 39). Each is a 
first flight cover franked with the then current, five-cent Cana­
dian air mail stamp, Scott no. Cl, plus the United States Beacon 
air mail stamp. The Figure 38 cover is for a flight of October 1, 
1928 from New York City to Montreal. The Figure 39 cover is for a 
special flight on June 6, 1929 from Hamilton to Toronto in connec­
tion with the dedication of the Hamilton airport. 

In discussing these covers, Goodkind states, " This combination 
[of United States and Canadian air mail stamps] assured a com­
plete air mail service from Canada to the address in the United 
States." Judging from the addresses on the two covers, he might 
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also have added the following: "and from the United States to the 
address in Canada. " Regardless, the statement about the re­
quired combination of air mail stamps is incorrect. 

Effective as of August 1, 1928, air mail service in both the 
United States and Canada was available with the payment of one 
five-cent stamp of either country. Thus, a one-ounce letter posted 
in the United States, franked with the five-cent Beacon air mail 
stamp or with five cents in ordinary postage, and with a Canadian 
destination, would get air mail service in both the United States 
and Canada . Conversely, a one-ounce letter posted in Canada, 
franked with a five-cent Canadian air mail stamp or with five 
cents in ordinary postage, and with a United States destination, 
would get air mail service in both countries . 

Beecher offers Postal Bulletin 14748 for July 24, 1928 as his 
source. I found the same information on page 22 of the August 
1928 Supplement to the Postal Guide: 

Articles in the regular mails posted in this country and ad­
dressed for delivery in Canada, and vice versa, which are to be 
dispatched by air will be subject to the same postage rate as 
will be in effect on that date for articles in the United States 
domestic mails which are to be dispatched by air, that is , 5 
cents for the first ounce or fraction and 10 cents for each addi­
tional ounce or fraction. 

The said postage rate includes the air-mail fee and articles 
prepaid at that rate will be dispatched by air service in 
Canada, where available, as well as in this country (emphasis 
added). 

The matter of proper franking on air mail letters from Canada 
had been a concern to postal authorities prior to the August 1, 
1928 date. In the September 1926 Supplement to the Postal Guide, 
there is a discussion of this matter on pages 14 and 15 as follows: 

This department has been advised of the receipt in the 
United States of a number of articles from Canada marked to 
indicate that such articles are intended for transmission by 
United States air mail service, the air fees on which are 
prepaid only by means of Canadian postage stamps. 

Inasmuch as the postal administration of Canada has no agree­
ment with this department providing for the settlement of ac­
counts based on the use of the United States air mail service for 
articles the air mail fees on which are prepaid by means of Cana­
dian postage stamps, United States air mail service should be 
given to articles from Canada only when the air mail fees thereon 
are prepaid by means of United States postage stamps. 

Returning to Goodkind's Figure 38 and Figure 39 covers on page 
32 of the Beacon monograph, it should now be obvious that his 
statement about the combination of United States and Canadian 
air mail stamps assuring air mail service from Canada to the ad­
dress in the United States is incorrect. It may have been true prior 
to August 1, 1928, but not after that date. 
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Fig. 8. Combination Canadian 
and United States franking on 
a cover postmarked August 
31 . 1928 at Timiskaming Sta­
tion. Province of Quebec, 
Canada. 

MARCEL A. LE PICARD 

I should like to illustrate again the cover that was shown as 
Figure 17 on page 152 of my article in the May 1983 issue of the 
Collectors Club Philatelist. It is shown here as Figure 8. It will be 
noted that the cover is postmarked on August 31, 1928 at the 
Timiskaming Station, P.Q. (Province of Quebec). The franking is 
with two, one-cent Canadian postage stamps to pay the one­
ounce, first-class letter rate, plus a five-cent Beacon air mail 
stamp, presumably to pay the United States air mail fee as per the 
hand-printed legend "VIA AIR MAIL/U.S." 

Because the letter was posted subsequent to the August 1, 1928 
date mentioned previously, it would have received air mail serv­
ice both in Canada and the United States if the Canadian franking 
had been five cents. But the Canadian franking was only two 
cents, and it thus lacked three cents of full payment for air mail 
service in both countries. 

It may be argued that the sender did not want air mail service 
in Canada if, indeed, such service was available from Quebec or 
Montreal. Certainly, there is no indication on the cover that Cana­
dian air mail service was desired. Also, a point could be made 
that the United States Beacon air mail stamp was not valid in 
Canada and that it should have been so indicated on the cover. 
But it would seem that in this instance, at least , regardless of 
postal regulations, the Figure 8 cover received first-class service 
in Canada and , because the Beacon stamp affixed there was valid 
in the United States, it could have received air mail service in this 
country if such service had been available. 

HMG-32/33. Goodkind illustrates two covers (see Figures 40 
and 41 on page 33) that are franked with both Cuban and United 
States air mail stamps. The necessity for air mail stamps of both 
countries is covered in his comments that "Air mail in 1928 could 
not fly directly from Cuba to places in the U.S. but only as far as 
Key West, Florida. From there , the mail was transmitted by sur­
face means to its destination. However, if the 5c U.S. postage was 
also prepaid, a letter from Havana, Cuba could fly to any destina­
tion in the United States ." 

To be continued 
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Registered 
Letters, London, 

England 

by Abbot Lutz 

In England registration dates back to July 1556, when an order 
was issued requiring all letters from London going North to be 
recorded and signed by both the sender and the recipient. The 
act read: 

that the paste between this and the Northe should eche of them 
keepe a booke and make entrye of every letter that he shall receive, the 
tyme of the deliverie thereof unto his hands with the parties names that 
shall bring it unto him, whose handes he shall also take to his booke, 
witnessing the same note to be trewe. 

The council passed another order in 1603 and required that: 

every post shall keepe a large and faire leger paper booke, to enter 
our packets in as they shall be brought unto him, with the day of the 
moneth, houre of the day or night, that they first to his handes, together 
with the name of him or them, by whom or unto whom they were sub­
scribed and directed. 

In 1680 Dockwra also provided the recording of letters without 
a fee. There was a form of registration on foreign letters from 
1787 to 1836 : 21 shillings was the outward fee and five shillings 
the inward fee and this only applied between London and the 
destination. 

The interesting breakup of the 21 shillings fee was that every 
letter registered for abroad, which meant from London to Dover, 
Harwich or Falmouth for further transmission, the foreign office 
received 10 shillings 6 pence, the deputy-comptroller 4 shillings 6 
pence and six clerks 1 shilling each. 

As to the 21 shillings I 5 shillings fees, in 1783 the post office 
earned £121 and in 1784 £240. 

An interesting sidelight: Since 1814 receipts had been given for 
registered letters. In that year Mr. H.M. Raikes, of 4 Portman 
Square, represented that he frequently sent valuable parcels of 
diamonds between this country and Holland, and that these par-
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Fig. 1. Issued to Registration 
Clerk, London Chief Office 
1844. 

=15= - -w 

Fig. 2. Issued to London In­
land Branch 1862. 

eels be insured, but that , to be certain of recovering his insurance 
should any casualty happen, "the London merchant ought to have 
some proof in his possession of his having delivered such a packet 
into the charge of the Post Office. " If, he added, the clerks would 
give a receipt , the merchant would gladly give them for their 
trouble an additional guinea (21 /-). The suggestion to charge a 
second guinea was not adopted ; but from that time a receipt had 
been given for a registered letter in the following form: -

FOREIGN POST OFFICE 

London 181 

It is hereby certified that . .......... has registered at this 
office a sealed packet said to contain . . .. addressed to . . . . 
which will be forwarded to . . . . . . by the mail of this evening; 
but for its safe conveyance this office is not responsible. 

(signature) .............. .. .. ... . 

Both fees were reduced to 2 shillings 6 pence in July 1836. 
In 1838 the Commissioners of the Post Office Inquiry issued 

their 10th report and recommended a uniform fee of 2 pence to be 
charged for the registration of letters and that the post office 
should admit liability for their loss up to £5 . A plan was arranged 
to come into force in June of 1839 ; the fee was to be 2 pence on 
General Post letters and 1/2 pence on letters within the Twopenny 
Posts limits. All this was stopped with the impending reduction of 
postal rates and the possible issuance of labels to be affixed to 
the letters, since the postal staff would not be able to handle this 
increased business with the possible further increases to come. 
With the issuance of the penny black stamp on May 6, 1840, there 
was a tremendous increase in the use of the mails as well as an 
increase in postal thefts . 

On January 6, 1841, for a fee of one shilling, letters could be 
registered for delivery in the United Kingdom. Letters to France 
were also included for the regular rate, plus registration fee, plus 
double the French postage . In 1848 the fee was reduced to 6 pence. 
On January 1, 1858 the service was extended to the colonies. 

The first obliterator issued to the London office was a number 
51 in horizontal oval, without datestamp that consisted of 2 lines 
both top and bottom with 11 lines at each side. This was issued for 
use on May 20, 1844 (Fig. 1) and sent to the registration clerk who 
occupied a special window for this purpose . 

On August 1, 1862 the registration fee was reduced to only four 
pence and in September of that year the London Inland Branch is­
sued two upright oval obliterators with a squared opening con­
taining the numbers 14 or 15 . The lines around the device were 
three lines top and bottom as well as on the sides (Fig. 2). 

The registration of letters became big business and the London 
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Fig. 3. Registered Letter to 
Onta rio, Canada. R14 is Cole­
man Street but cancella tion 
of sending office reads Lom­
ba rd Street, da ted June 8, 
1877. 

Fig. 4. Registered letter en­
velope to Hamburg, Germany 
issued 1882. R16 is Lomba rd 
Street and canceled so da ted 
Janua ry 10, 1882. 

Fig. 5. Registered letter en­
velope to Stuttga rt , Wurttem­
burg issued April 1878. R20 is 
Lombard Street-<la ted 22 No­
vember 1880. 
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Fig. 6. Lothbury cancellation. ·m· • R • 
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office issued a series of 34 obliterators, upright ovals, containing 
the numbers Rl through R35 in a circle; number R22 was never 
issued. The known allocations and release dates are as follows: 

Rl Temple Bar 
R2 Leadenhall Street 
R3 Fenchurch Street 
R4 Moorgate Street All issued October 1866 
R5 Bishopgate Street 
R6 Threadneedle Street 
R7 Clerkenwell Street 
RB Lombard Street March 1876 
R9 Lombard Street August 1868 
R9 Eastcheap August 1870 
R10 Lombard Street May 1870 
R12 Mark-Lane February 1870 
R13 Lombard Street February 1872 
R14 Coleman Street April 1873 (Fig. 3) 
R15 Wood Green February 1885 
R16 Lombard Street date? (Fig. 4) 
Rl 7 Lombard Street October 1869 
R20 to R25 intended for East Central Office 1867 
R20 Hatton Garden November 1878 (Fig. 5) 
R25 Ludgate Circus November 1878 
R26 Cannon Street March 22 , 1869 
R27 Threadneedle Street April 7, 1870 
R27 Lombard Street November 1873 
R28 to R34 August 25 , 1870 
R35 E.C. District Office November 30, 1870 

Lothbury received a special obliterator on February 17, 1873. 
This was a small upright oval with a small R5 in a centered circle 
with two lines top and bottom and four lines on each side. Leon 
Dubus contends that this is very rare and may not have been put 
into service. We show the mark and its use on a stamp (Fig. 6). 

On January 1, 1878 the registration fee was reduced to 2 pence 
with compensation to a limit of £2. This compensation was for the 
mailing of money only if it was enclosed in one of the registered 
letter envelopes sold by the post office. The first envelopes of this 
type were issukd in 1878. 
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The original obliterators numbered Rl to R20 were re-engraved 
with a different conformation of bars on May 30, 1879 and sent to 
the Registered Letter Branch. R6 of that series went to Fleet 
Street on April 17, 1880 (Fig. 7). 

In 1891 all special numbered obliterators were withdrawn and 
replaced by a large Rina vertical oval for use at the London Chief 
Office (Figs . 8 & 9}. 

The registered letter was here to stay. 

Fig. 7. Registered letter en­
velope to Bremen, Germany 
issued April 1878. Cancella­
tion reads Queen Victoria 
Station. April 12 , 1880. 

Fig. 8. Registered letter en­
velope to Vienna. Austria , is­
sued March 1883. Cancelled 
London Chief Office Septem­
ber 26, 1891. 
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Fig. 9. Reverse side of Fig. 8. 

Annual Report 

The Annual Report for 1984 is not being reproduced in the CCP 
this year as a cost-saving measure. Anyone providing the Execu­
tive Secretary with an addressed no. 10 envelope, with 39 cents 
postage, will receive a copy. 
The Collectors Club Philatelist is interested in receiving articles pertaining 
to your field of philatelic endeavor whether it be specialized information, 
research or postal history. 

If you have such material for publication or in the process of preparation 
please contact Editor, The Collectors Club, 22 E. 35th St., New York, N.Y. 
10016, for its possible inclusion in a future issue of our Journal. 
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The 'D' Overprints on 
the Early Issues 

of Fiji 
Continued, by Allan Levy 

Phillips might have added that the covers to Canada with the 
shilling stamps were obvious overpayments of the 21/2d UPU rate 
of the period or 5d, via San Francisco trans-Pacific rate, and thus 
were presumably philatelic. 

Returning to the 'D' overprints of 1872, is there anything to sug­
gest that the status is different? In their work, Rodger and 
Dunberal state that until the middle of 1873 Fijian postal revenue 
statistics did not show the revenues from postage and revenue 
uses separately and noted that 

there is no doubt that revenue from duty stamps was compara­
tively substantial during the early months of the Stamp Duties 
Act, which came into force about the end of January 1872; 
secondly, actual revenue from postage stamps was probably 
consistently understated in that the Chief Postmaster's figures 
presumably excluded the amounts owed to him by District Post­
masters. 

We do have the records of the second "constitutional" post­
master, Mr. Chisolm, who took over from Mr. Williams on Novem­
ber 27, 1871. During his period of office he dispersed "pence" 
stamps worth a bout £25 of which a bit more than £5 1/2 was issued 
to District Postmasters . At year end he was replaced by Post­
master Haslett who was in office when the Duty Stamps were 
issued. 

The Rodger/Dunberal work notes that the 'D' overprints on the 
"pence" issue were in two sizes and were generally untidy in ap­
pearance with the small 'D' being frequently smudged and the 
larger one not always square on the stamp. While Phillips was 
told they were available for postage, he was disinclined to accept 
that, for he only knew them canceled with penstroke or written 
date. However, the Rodger/Dunberal volume noted that the great 
majority of Fiji's post offices in the early 1870s canceled stamps 
that way. 

These authors specifically reported that 

We have been unable to trace any evidence regarding the num­
ber of 'cents' stamps so overprinted, but it seems clear that 
their use ceased at the time of Cession. A search through 
numerous Bills of Sale and similar documents dated between 
late 1874 and July 1880 (when a new ten-value set of duty 
stamps was issued) showed that very few of them bore stamps 
Collectors Club Philatelist 173 



Fig. 3. Pence issue cover 
posted at Levuka on May 
21 , 1872. 

indicating payment of duty, while those that did bore normal 
postage stamps . ... 

The sum of the above is that there were three issues of 'duty 
stamps' in the 19th century with none used after Cession until the 
new 1880 issue appeared. That issue was used for postage but 
only on an irregular basis. 

While there is no evidence that I know of showing the use of the 
'Cents' issue Duty Stamps being used for postage, there is evi­
dence of the "Pence" issue being so used during the "Cents" 
period. That evidence is the cover (Fig. 3) posted at Levuka on 
May 21, 1872 and addressed to H.A. Moncreaft in Portsmouth, 
England. This cover substantiates the claim that Phillips rejected, 
that Duty stamps were available for postage. 

The Moncreaft cover, which is the only one I record bearing 
Duty stamps used for postage from Fiji during the 19th century, 
was originally purchased by a West Coast collector in the 1930s. 
It remained with his descendant's collection until around 1977 
when I traded for it. 

The small blue envelope bears two strips of three of the 
"Pence" small 'D' overprinted 1d blue Duty Stamp. These are tied 
by three strikes of "G.P.O./MY 21 /1872/LEVUKA FIJI" with 
another strike of this c.d.s . wholly on the face . The back of the 
cover can be seen in Fig. 4. 

The receiving postmark on the back shows that the letter finally 
reached Portsmouth, England on August 7, 1872, two and a half 
months later. There is also a pictorial legend inscribed H.M.S. 
Cossack showing that the sender was connected with that vessel. 
Returning to the face there are manuscript initials at lower left 
which may represent the sender. While the second name initial is 
not clear they may read "WmM" (William Moncreaft?) or Wil­
liam Ki. 

We know that the 1,300 ton H.M.S. Cossack was a 16 gun cor­
vette with 250 horse-power engines under command of Captain R. 
Gordon Douglass. She had left Sydney April 18, 1872 and reached 
Mataku, Fiji on May 9th staying there until the 12th when she 
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sailed for Levuka. The Cossack arrived at Levuka on May 13th 
and the Fiji Times reported this on the 15th along with the names 
of the officers of the vessel (Fig. 5). None of the names matches the 
initials on the face of the letter, suggesting the writer was an en­
listed man rather than an officer in the 275 man complement that 
arrived at Levuka . 

We do not know precisely what Captain Douglass's assignment 
was in Fijian waters. She sailed on June 11th for Samoa via 
Savusavu, Taviuni and Lomaloma . One purpose may have been to 
instill some respect among the more reckless of the white planters 
for Fijian rights and law. A second was to cut into the "black-

Fig. 4. Reverse of Fig. 3. 
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birding" trade by which planters captured West Pacific island 
labor for service on the Fiji plantations that was practically 
slavery. The Fiji Times did have a small item about the Cossack 
"cutting up rough" with the Ringdove, one of the cutters in the 
blackbird trade. 

Once again the political situation was boiling while the Cossack 
was in port. On Tuesday, May 14 the Fijian natives were placed 
under arms and the Fiji Times, in its lead item in the Saturday 
paper, asked that 

If there is to be commotion, let it be, if possible only amongst 
the white settlers, and let the natives stand aloof. It is the 
general belief amongst those most conversant with the lan­
guage and customs of the Fijians that a collision occurring in 
Levuka between the two races would result in fearful reprisals 
upon the solitary planters throughout the group; that the moun­
taineers of Viti Levu would come down fearlessly and clear the 
coasts of that island of the hated papalangi, and that many of 
the hired Fiji laborers who, by the mode in which they have 
been hired, are little better than slaves, would take the op­
portunity of throwing off all restraint, and returning to their 
towns. What would be the result but the utter ruin of Fiji from a 
commercial point of view? ... If the captain of the Cossack in­
forms the British public that they must obey the laws of Fiji; or 
if they are dissatisfied with them, leave the country; then we 
believe that the opposition which has hitherto obtained against 
the Government will nearly altogether cease , or be conducted 
in a constitutional manner. 

The differences between the editor and the British consul, Mr. 
March, are then gone into 

It must be remembered that the proper representative of 
Britain in Fiji should be her Consul, but the stand taken by that 
officer, instead of pointing to the obedience of laws of the land 
in which we live, has taken the very opposite direction. To 
those who have been resident in Fiji since the attempted form­
ation of a government, it is a patent fact, that in every way Mr. 
March has tried to foil and frustrate its endeavors; that when 
a society was formed for the purpose of resisting it by force of 
arms, he gave that society its countenance; and when a verdict 
against him was obtained by Dr. Freeman for balance of 
salary, and he was fearful of an execution being put upon his 
house, he called upon the "Society" for a guard for the Con­
sulate, and had them night and day on his premises ... To the 
deputation of planters which waited upon Captain Douglas it 
was given clearly to understand that foreigners resident in Fiji 
were amenable to the Fijian laws ... It must always be re­
membered that the present opposition refers to past actions of 
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the Government more than to present grievances, and we be­
lieve that if once the excitement now raging be calmed down, it 
will be discovered that the Government will pursue a policy of 
retrenchment, such an one as could not fail to meet the ap­
proval of the public. 

An enquiry into the case of the Volunteer cutter we understand 
will shortly, if not at once, be instituted when the merits of 
the case will be thoroughly gone into by the Captain of the 
Cossack. . . . 

One June 5th, the Fiji Times reported a visit of Captain Douglas 
to King Cakobau who was ill and congratulated him upon the es­
tablishment of his Government and inviting him to visit the Cos­
sack upon its return from Samoa. The King in turn, expressed 

his sense of the obligations which he was under to the white 
population generally, and to the British in particular, for their 
efforts to civilise and promote the advancement of the country, 
and conveyed his assurances of his desire to protect the inter­
ests of all living under his rule. In the rapid strides taken in the 
observance of good order generally, under the influence of 
Constitutional Government, he fully recognized the hand of an 
all-ruling Providence, and felt deeply grateful that it had been 
granted to him . . .. 

A note from the report of activity in the Fijian House preceded 
this notice. It reported that as part of the business of the House 

the Captain of the Cossack was satisfied of there being a Gov­
ernment here; and directed that certain matters which had 
been referred to him, should be submitted thereto, and that the 
notes issued by the Treasury, would be retired, one-half almost 
immediately, by coin on board a vessel now daily expected; the 
remaining half, also in coin, within a comparatively short 
period, say two months. 

The above data shows that the Cossack was to determine 
whether a legal government existed and to support it if it did 
among its other functions. It was to put the power of the British 
government behind such a government to offset British citizen at­
tempts to overthrow it. It also makes clear that when the letter 
illustrated here was posted, the Cossack was in Levuka harbor . 

Gordon Rodger has told me that he does not know of any stamp 
shortages in Levuka or anywhere else in Fiji during May 1872 so 
that this probably rules out any possibility of the "pence" issue 
'D' overprint on the ld stamp being some kind of provisional. 

What does seem reasonable in light of the fact that the Cossack 
was to spend a month at Levuka is that the purser probably 
bought a sheet or so of the current "Twelve Cents" on 6d stamp 
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for the use of the crew to cover overseas letter rates [12 1/2 cents 
[6d) per half ounce). At the same time he may have had a use for 
revenue stamps. Clause 7 of the Stamp Duty Act called for two 
cents [ld) for promissory notes up to $250 made to the bearer on 
demand while Clause 8 provided for the same rate made in Fiji 
but payable out of that Kingdom. 

It is quite possible that the Purser, having run short of postage 
stamps, used Duty Stamps instead, particularly if he was finish­
ing up the mails after the postoffice had closed. It is also possible 
that a member of the crew used whatever he could when he could 
not find a 6d stamp and accepted the six ld Duty Stamps instead. 
Equally likely is the proposal made by Gordon Rodger that in the 
rather dim light obtaining in warships at the time , the small 'D' 
was not spotted and the Duty Stamp was handed out instead of 
the postage stamp sought. 

Whatever caused the Duty Stamps to be used on the cover , they 
were clearly accepted at the main postoffice at Levuka support­
ing the r eports that the issue was acceptable for postage. Cer­
tainly considering the political situation it would be considered a 
possibly unfriendly act to refuse a letter bearing them on the 
basis that they were Duty stamps and not postal. 

Note : On page 111 of the March/April 1985 issue, an inference 
might be drawn that the Fiji Times service ceased 3/4/71. The 
appointment of a postmaster only meant that exclusive service 
ceased. As noted the Fiji Times published notice of cessation of in­
terisland service May 8, 1872. Other sources put the date of dis­
continuance of the Express exclusive service at January 12, 1872, 
as cited in the Philatelic Foundation 1983 Opinions I, pg. 124. 
NEW MEMBERS ADMITTED 

The following have been admitted to membership at the Board meeting of January 1985: 
Christine S. Blinn, New Jersey William J. Leugood, New York 

Stuart P. Bloom, New York 

John Clements, Tasmania 
Donald C. Dewees, Delaware 

Harold B. Goldberg, California 

Howard Karlin, Florida 

Robert G. Kaufmann, New Jersey* 

Eric J. Lobenfeld, New York 
Russell S. Mascieri, New Jersey* 
Svend Erik Nielsen, Connecticut 
Stephen M. Rafael, New York 

Armand E. Singer, W. Virginia 

* Reinstated 
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Ethiopia: The 1929 
Air Provisionals, 

Classifications, 
Types, Usage 

by Nachum Kaplan 

Classification 

On August 16, 1929, the Ethiopian post office came out with a cir­
cular in French of which the English translation reads : 

In order to commemorate the arrival of the first Ethiopian aero­
plane, the postal administration puts into circulation a limited 
quantity of stamps with special handstamp. The stamps will be 
on sale for 10 days only, starting August 17, 1929 on the avia­
tion field and on the following days at the post office. The use of 
the stamps will be accepted for franking letters of the special 
post by train starting August 20, 1929. 

The main reason for the issue of this set was not mentioned in the 
circular, but it was issued to raise funds for the payment of the 
aeroplane. The price of each set was about 7 Eth. dollars. The 
original issue was of 1500 sets; 10,500 Eth. dollars was a big sum 
in those days. 

This original printing, also known as type I, was sold out on the 
day of issue. While the exact date of issue is uncertain, the aero­
plane was due on August 16. This date appears on the official pro­
gram that was printed in Addis Ababa on August 15; this program 
which also served as an invitation to the landing ceremony 
doesn't mention any stamps to be sold during the landing. It does 
mention that post office employees will distribute mail during the 
landing. Apparently the post office knew that the landing was 
postponed and issued this circular on August 16, saying that the 
stamps would be issued on August 17. With continuing mechanical 
problems the landing and the ceremony took place on August 18, a 
Sunday morning. Were the stamps sold on that occasion? I've an 
article that was written by an eye-witness to the landing, Mr. A. 
Abel. It was published in Le Courrier D'Ethiopie on Aug. 23, 1929. 
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This article was not philatelic, but Mr. Abel describes every de­
tail of the ceremony and there is no mention of a post office or 
mail distribution. We can therefore assume that the stamps were 
issued on Saturday August 17, as planned, or on Monday, August 
19. In this case the stamps were not sold at the aviation field as 
stated in the post office circular, as this landing strip was merely 
a flat piece of land with no facilities at all, located 20 km from 
Addis Ababa. The earliest date that has been recorded so far on a 
canceled stamp of the original printing is August 19, 1929. 

The preparations for this issue must have taken a long time. We 
must remember that 15,000 stamps were handstamped with a 
single device, six values in violet and four values in red . As very 
few errors are recorded , we can assume that it was done slowly 
and carefully. Therefore, I believe that the news of the forth­
coming limited issue was known to some people long before the 
circular was published . Those people bought the post office stock 
in complete sheets and left very little for the public. This could be 
the reason why only a handful of these stamps are recorded on 
covers and, at the same time, there are complete panes of 25 
stamps (one-third sheet) of each value in the collections of De 
Graeve and in my own. In addition to the set of complete panes 
that I have kept, I did break four sets of complete panes into 
blocks and singles. 

The demand for these stamps was unexpectedly high, but as the 
original handstamp was destroyed after making the 1500 sets, new 
handstamps were made and the set was re-issued. This was done 
as early as August 21, 1929 for the type without the colon, and 
August 24, 1929 for the type with the colon. These dates had been 
recorded on canceled stamps and covers. The re-issues were 
issued in large quantities, some say 10,000 sets of all the types; 
some say 10,000 sets of the types with colon, and an unknown 
quantity of the types without colon. The handstamping of the re­
issues was done in a rush and by several clerks in order to meet 
growing demand from dealers and collectors. Errors of all kinds 
were produced (it is in my opinion the right word; I strongly believe 
that most of the "errors" have been ordered in complete sets). 

As with the original printing, we know only that very few 
stamps of the re-issued types were used before the first flight of 
December 26, 1929. 

Types 

Experts, catalogue publishers and collectors of Ethiopia have 
always distinguished the types, mainly by the height of the hand­
stamp for the types with the colon, or simply regarded them as 
two types, one with colon, the other without (Figs. 1 and 2). 

Henry M. Goodkind wrote an article that was published in the 
Aero Philatelist Annals of January 1954. This excellent article 
was based on the following publications : Scott's Monthly Journal, 
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Vol. 33-34, 1930-1932, Scott Air Post Stamp Catalogue 1930, 1931, 
1946, Champion Catalogue De Paste Aeriene 1930, The Air Post 
Collector , Vol. II , No. 2, April 1932 , Mekeels Weekly Stamp News, 
April 2, 1932, Weekly Philatelic Gossip, October 19, 1935, Aero 
Field, Vol. 4, Sanabria Air Post Catalogue 1953, American Air 
Mail Catalogue 1950 and the Luff reference collection. I give this 
long list in order to show that publications of about the time of 
issue knew very few details concerning dates of issue, types and 
quantities. I think that even post office officials in Addis Ababa 
did not know much. The demand was high and as soon as hand­
stamps wore out, they made new ones, but kept no records. It 
would not surprise me to find out that some officials gained 
personal profits from producing certain types, colors , and " er-
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Fig. 2. 
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Fig. 3. 
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rors". The Ethiopians tend to blame the Italian occupation for 
lack of records, but in my opinion, they never kept them for the 
reason that some officials did not want anybody to know about 
their activities. 

Mr. Goodkind came to the conclusion that only two types ex­
isted, the original printing or type I and later printings all without 
colon. Ivan Adler, one of the top collectors and researchers of 
Ethiopian stamps and postal history, wrote in his handbook part I 
about three types, one with colon and two without colon. This part 
was written in 1960 with the assistance of Erik Sundberg and 
Harry Shore, who formerly was an advisor of the post office in 
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Table I-Type Measurements 

Type I Type Ila Type Ilaa Type Ilb Type Ile Type Illa Type Illb 

u.i 12 .5 13 13 12 12 12.5 12.5 = 

Li 8.5 9 9 9 9 8.5 8.5 = 

r.i = 9 10 9 9.5 10 9 9 

b.i 13 13.5 13 13 13 12 12 = 

LI 13.5 14 13.5 13 13 13.2 13.2 = 

h = 19.5 20 20 19.5 20 19.5 20 

w.s = 14 14 14 13 13 14 14 

w = 20 20 20 19 19 19.5 19.5 

w.p = 3.5 4 3.5 3 3 3.5 3.5 

w .t = 7.5 7 6.5 6 6.5 6.5 6.5 

w.i = 2 2.5 2 2 2.2 2 2 

p = 1 0.5 1 0.5 0.5 1 1 

= 1 1 1 0.7 1 1 1 

l.w = 1.5 1 1 1 1 1.2 1.2 

r.w = 1 0.5 0.5 1 0.5 1 1 

t.s = 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 



Addis Ababa. Part I was revised in 1961 by Norman Handley, 
president of the Eth10pian Collectors Club in the U.K. In his hand­
book part II that was written in 1968, he wrote about two types, 
one with colon and one without. In the revised edition of part II 
that was done by Eric Wahleen in 1975, we find that there are 
two types with colon and one without. Mr. N.C. Baldwin wrote in 
his research work Abyssinia 1929-1931 about two types with colon 
and one without. Dr. De Graeve wrote an article on that issue that 
was published in the Aero Philatelist Annals in July 1978, stating 
that two basic types existed, type I with colon for which two hand­
stamps were made to make the original printing and type II with­
out colon. For type II only one handstamp was used for six print­
ings from August 1929 until May 1931. The catalogues are just as 
confused as the researchers and cause confusion to the col­
lectors, pricewise and typewise. 

I've been collecting Ethiopian stamps for a long time with my 
main interest in the overprinted issues 1901-1908. It is possible 
that for this reason I became intrigued with the 1929 Air Provi­
sionals. At first I bought huge quantities of stamps. I had about 10 
percent of the original printings in panes of 25 , blocks, and 
singles, and about the same quantities of the reissued stamps. I 
learned that all those articles and most of the catalogues dealt 
only with the height of the handstamp and with the colon. With my 
experience in the early handstamped issues , I knew that such 
quantities could not be done with one handstamp made of rubber , 
not even with one handstamp for each type. I started to measure 
the characters in the Amharic inscriptions, the length of the in­
scriptions, the distance of the inscriptions from the aeroplane, the 
size of the aeroplane, wing span and shape of wings. Very soon I 
noticed that there are differences within the types and that height 
and colon mean very little. It takes more than that to identify the 
types. I therefore produced two drawings of the handstamps 
together with charts: Figure 1 for the type with colon and Figure 2 
for the type without colon. The abbreviations on the charts 
correspond to those on the drawings and are as follows: 

Left side drawing 

u.i = upper inscription, l.i = left inscription , b.i = bottom in­
scription, r.i = right inscription, w.s. = wing span, l.l = length of 
aeroplane, h = height of handstamp, w = width of handstamp. 

Right side drawing 

w.p = wing to propeller, w.t = wing to tail , t.s = tail span, w.i = 
width of wing, p, t, r.w, l.w = distances from inscriptions to pro­
peller, tail, right wing and left wing. 

It took months of work to measure all the stamps. The aid of a 
very strong magnifying glass with inner fluorescent light made it 
May-June 1985 184 



possible. The results justified my work: so far I have distin­
guished seven handstamps, six additional to the original printing. 
I classified them in the following order: Type I, the original print­
ing; Types Ila, II a a, Ilb and Ile for re-issues with colon; Types Illa 
and Illb for re-issues without colon (Fig. 3). However, I am not yet 
satisfied with this order. I tend to believe that the types without 
the colon were the first re-issues. The shape and size of the aero­
plane is almost the same and so are the characters: the hand­
stamps in both cases were applied carefully and clearly. Even the 
amount of errors is small in comparison to the re-issued types 
with the colon. The colors are mainly violet and red (various 
shades) in complete sets, whereas in the original printing these 
colors were within the set. Stamps of the types without colon are 
recorded canceled as early as August 21, 1929. The handstamps 
for these types were in use for a long time or wore out fast. In my 
collection I've many samples of stamps handstamped by a worn­
out handstamp, mainly type Illa . 

In the re-issued types with colon I found two groups: group 1 
with types Ila and Ilaa, group 2 with types Ilb and Ile. The first 
group is a carnival of colors, complete sets in violet, red, green, 
black, blue with the red broken into pink, lake, magenta, and 
other shades. The same goes for the "errors". Every possible 
error exists in sets. Some of my stamps look like a dogfight. The 
second group Ilb and Ile looks rather like the original printing at 
first sight, but the size of the aeroplane is smaller, the wing span 
is 13 mm instead of 14 mm in all types , the length of the aeroplane 
is also 13 mm instead of 13.5 mm in the original printing, 14 mm in 
type Ila, 13.5 mm in type Ilaa and 13.2 mm in types Illa and Illb. I 
have complete sets of the second group in violet, red, green, black 
and blue, but I don't have a single error, nor canceled stamps, 
loose or on covers. It is possible that such stamps exist in col­
lections, but since the size of the aeroplane never played a role in 
the identification of the types, collectors overlooked this factor 
and classified such stamps as type I. 

Rev. Eric Payne saw them for the first time in my collection. 
While on sabbatical in Israel, he came to my house to observe my 
collections for the purpose of writing the booklets on Ethiopian 
stamps. He asked me if I had stamps of group 2 with errors or 
canceled. To my negative reply, he declared them as fakes. I 
disagreed with him then and I feel the same today. Rev. Payne's 
work on the airs was very shallow; it's no more than a catalogue 
listing of every known type including their varieties (errors & 
colors). I asked him then, why would a forger go to the trouble of 
producing such a complicated handstamp and use it on a few sets 
only? Why would he forge a set of such a low value on stamps that 
would cost him almost as much? 

Observing catalogue prices, we find the following: Minkus 1966, 
un-overprinted set $6.30, overprinted red or violet, $6, black $15, 
green $25, blue $100. Michel 1974/5, un-overprinted DM 38, over­
printed, all types, DM 47.5 . Yvert 1979, un-overprinted 45 FFr, 
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overprinted, all types 40 FFr. Gibbons 1980, un-overprinted set 
£8.50, overprinted , all types, £1Z. In the 1976 edition of Gibbons 
the catalogue value for un-overprinted was £4 .Z5 and for over­
printed only £3 . Scott 1980, un-overprinted $9.30, overprinted , all 
types $7.ZO. From the above list we learn that no one in his right 
mind would forge that handstamp. We must also remember that 
Ethiopia has never been popular among collectors. 

For the benefit of the readers I list all of the measurements of 
the various types (all in mm) in Table I. 

I'm most certain that there are more types in group 1, but the 
stamps of this group are the most difficult to measure. 

Canceled stamps of group 1 are recorded dated as early as 
August Z4, l 9Z9. The earliest recorded canceled stamp of type I is 
August 19, 19Z9, types Illa or Illb August Zl, types Ila and Ilaa 
August Z4. In my opinion, the order of the types should change in 
future listings accordingly. 

Usage 

Very few stamps of the original printing (type I) are known on 
covers; none of these covers is a flight cover. Of the four covers 
that I recorded, three in my opinion were pre-canceled, two of 
them did not go through the mail, and one was probably kept until 
the first flight in a drawer and then mailed four months after it 
was canceled. As I have only one cover in my collection, I'll de­
scribe all four but illustrate only mine (I can not produce illus­
trations from photocopies). 

1. Cover franked with 5 x Cl and Z x CZ of type I. One Cl has a 
double overprint and the same on one CZ (one up the other 
sideways); the cover is canceled with ADDIS ABEBA on 19 VIII 
l 9Z9. This is not the cancellation of the railroad post office. 
The cover is addressed to BUKIT TOMAH, SYONAN, a town 
located 40 miles west of Addis Ababa . There was no railroad 
connection to this town and no post office was ever recorded 
there, "the use of stamps will be accepted for franking letters 
of the special post by train" , no transit or arrival markings, 
and the franking is not correct for the inland rate. 

Z. Cover franked with Z x Cl, C3, C5 of type I and CZ, C4 of type 
III. There are errors of some sort in every stamp. The cover is 
canceled with ADDIS ABEBA R.P. on Zl VIII 19Z9 and ad­
dressed to Germany. The total franking is 4g. which is the cor­
rect airmail rate, but this rate became effective on December 
Z6, 19Z9. The correct rate on August Zl, 19Z9 was only Zg. The 
cover has no transit or arrival markings . The sender, Ing. 
Vogel, a German philatelist living in Addis Ababa during that 
time, is responsible for many of Ethiopia 's airmail covers . Most 
of his covers are franked with stamps with errors of all sorts 
and have errors in the cancellations. In 1931 he wrote a book­
let, The Abyssinian Airposts. 
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3. A cover from the Luff Reference Collection of the Philatelic 
Foundation, illustrated in Mr. Goodkind's work of January 
1954. The cover is franked with several stamps of type I (over­
franked) , canceled with ADDIS ABEBA R.P. on 22 VIII 1929, 
addressed to New York, no transit markings, N.Y. arrival 
January 17, 1930. Five months on the way was much too long. 
The address was typed on the cover, but somebody added in 
handwriting on the lower left side "PAR A VION 1 er VOL." 
meaning VIA AIR MAIL 1st FLIGHT; on the upper right side 
the cover was handstamped with a small handstamp "PAR 
AVION BY AIR MAIL" in two lines. The sender is "Mr. Y. 
DERENTZ 'Commerce De Timbres Poste' Addis Abeba (Abys­
sinie)." His name appears on many covers of this issue that 
were flown on the first flights December 26 and 29, 1929. One 
of his covers, addressed to the same person as on this cover is 
illustrated in Booklet VII of the Ethiopian Collectors Club in the 
U.K. I have a cover to New York flown on the first flight Decem­
ber 26, 1929 with arrival date almost the same as on this 
cover. I therefore think that this cover was canceled on August 
22, 1929 but not mailed before the first flight. 

4. Cover franked with 2 x Sc159, Cl, C4 and C6 of type I, can­
celed with ADDIS ABBEBA on 10.1.1930 and addressed to 
England, no transit markings, London arrival 27 JA 30. I have 
in my collection two more covers, all addressed to the same 
address , all franked with 2 x Sc159 and various stamps of this 
issue (re-issues) and all canceled within two weeks, as no 
flights took place during that time. All of these covers made 
their way as surface mail (Fig. 4). 

Fig. 4. 
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Re-issues with colon, group 1. 

During my long years of research, I recorded only a few stamps 
that were canceled before December 26, 1929, but none on 
covers. The earliest date on loose stamps is August 24, 1929. The 
postal rates during the time of the first flights and until Septem­
ber 1930 were as follows: air mail per 15 grams, inland 2g.; 
registered inland 5g.; external (Djibouti & beyond) 4g.; registered 
external 7g.; the extra 3g. for registration was effective until June 
1931. 

I mention the postal rates as they are vital to determine which 
of the flight covers is philatelic (in most cases overfranked), which 
is philatelic but with the right rate, and which is a genuine 
traveled cover. The massive usage of the re-issued stamps of type 
II group 1 and types III took place on December 26 and 29, 1929. 
On these two days , the first air mail flights took place. It is 
uncertain as to how many flights were made, but they are all 
named first flight. It seems that the same plane took mail to Dirre 
Daoua and then continued to Djibouti on both days . It is hard to 
believe that for a total of about 500 letters on both days, more 
than one plane was needed. The plane that flew to Djibouti on the 
second day brought on the return trip to Addis Ababa the first air 
mail, Djibouti-Addis. 

The massive usage was for franking 500 letters, some with com­
plete sets and some with parts of the set (in most cases Cl-C6). 
Very few letters are franked with the correct rate; all are 
addressed to Djibouti to Adrien Zervos (a stamp dealer) . 

After these flights ended, a small portion of these stamps was 
still used , mainly by philatelists. I recorded one flight cover from 
the reported airmail flight of February 22, 1930 from Addis to 
Djibouti. Old articles never mentioned this flight; it was first 
reported by Capt. Stern who wrote a booklet The Air Mails of 
Ethiopia & Eritrea. Part of this work is a reprint of Baldwin's work 
with an amplified list of flights. The revised edition of Catalogue 
Des Aerogrammes Du Monde Entier lists on that date a flight from 
Addis Ababa to Dirre Daoua. No mail had ever been recorded 
from that flight. One flight at about that time was never reported 
and never recorded. It was a flight from Dirre Daoua to Addis 
Ababa on January 25, 1930 ; two of the flight covers are in my col­
lection (illustrations enclosed) and will be revealed now for the 
first time . The stamps of the 1929 Air Provisionals, originals or re­
issued, were handstamped in Addis Ababa and available for sale 
at the Addis Ababa post office only. These two covers were 
franked with stamps of the 1928 issue, both covers are 
handstamped with a large rubber handstamp " PAR A VION" in 
black, on one cover, over the stamps. On that cover, canceled 
Dirre Daoua 25.1.1930, we find the pilot's signature, Andre 
Maillet. The stamps of the other cover were canceled at Dirre 
Daoua on 22.1.1930, but were handstamped upon arrival in Addis 
Ababa with the handstamp of the Air Provisionals type IIaa. Both 
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POSTES, T£LEGRAPHES 

covers were canceled upon arrival with Addis Ababa 25 .1.1930 
(Figs. 5 and 6). 

One cover in my collection was illustrated in Mr. Goodkind's 
work and described as a flight cover. The cover is franked with 
Cl-ClO type Illa in violet, canceled with ADDIS-ABEBA on 
15.IIl.1930, handstamped with VIA AIR MAIL, and canceled on 
arrival ROMA CORRISPONDENZE (FERMO POSTA) 19.3 .30-8. In 
my opinion, there must be a mistake in one of the cancellations. I 

:n? P. t.'A!CCEL, 
C ' . BANK OF ABYSSINIA ?AR AVHm. 

DtR£· DAWA 

hlO!lSIEUR .ii.TO BEU'ZUltP:H ltOWAWAY • 

Fig. 6. 
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Fig. 7. 

Fig. 7a. 

tend to believe that the " mistake " was done in Addis Ababa by a 
person who knew the estimated Rome arrival. No flight took place 
on that date from Addis to Djibouti nor to Asmara or Mogadiscio 
and no flight from those places to Rome; this cover is genuine but 
manipulated. Several more covers are recorded during 1930. 
They are all franked with stamps of types Illa & b. Three covers to 
London during March are all addressed to the same person, and 
two covers to Athens, one in May, the other in September. All the 
covers have arrival cancellations, but no Djibouti transit: none of 
them was flown. 

The last recorded covers franked with stamps of this issue are 
during 1931. I have a cover mixed franked with stamps of types 
Ilaa and Illb, canceled ADDIS-ABBEBA 16.Ill.1931 to Germany 
(Fig. 7). The sender is Ing. Vogel. As in most of the Vogel 
correspondence we find some errors on this cover. The cover 

Ing. E. Vogel 
Addis-Abeba 

Abessinien 
Pex: Luftpoat ! 

Neuheit•u - Dienst, 
~ . , ~ 

Allemagne. 
May-June 1985 190 



traveled to Marseille by boat, was then flown to Paris, and on to 
Koln by train. The cover is backstamped with Marseille Gare­
A vion 4 4 31 , Paris Gare Du Nord Avian 5.IV 1931 and Koln­
Herbesthal Bahnpost 5.4.31, Koln arrival on front 5.4.31 [Fig. 7). 
The last cover is fascinating, franked with stamps of types Ila and 
lllb of the Air Provisionals, 1931 Air Definitives and 1931 
Coronation II. The Air Provisionals are: Cl black, Cl green, Cl 
with double overprint [green & violet) and C6 black of type Ila and 
Cl violet of type Illb, all canceled with ADDIS ABBEBA on 
2.VIl.1931. The cover was flown on the fourth flight Addis-Dji­
bouti and bears Djibouti transit and N. Y. arrival [Fig. 8) markings. 

Conclusions 

This issue was never intended to be an airmail issue. It was is­
sued to commemorate the arrival of the first Ethiopian aeroplane. 
It was issued to raise funds for the payment of the aeroplane; the 
stamps were meant to be railway stamps only. 

The original printing was not used on flight covers, only the re­
issued types were used on airmail covers and in a very limited 
quantity; about 500 covers on all flights . 

In my opinion, only canceled stamps, loose or on cover, that 
bear the dates of the flights, can be considered as airmails. The 
rest, mint or canceled on other dates, should be treated as 
commemoratives. The very few that were canceled before August 
24, 1929 can be classified as railway stamps. 

The average collector will find it difficult to distinguish all the 
types described. Nevertheless he must refer to the three major 
groups: originals, re-issues with colon, and re-issues without 
colon. Catalogues should refer to them as Cll-10, Clll-10 and 
Cllll-10. The original printing was done in alternate colors, Cl, 2, 
4, 6, 8, 10 in violet, C3, 5, 7, 9 in red. The quantity was small, 1500 
sets. Only a few of them were recorded used and of those only a 
fraction on covers, and they therefore should be priced 
accordingly. 

The quantity of the re-issues is also small: 10,000 sets of all 
types. We can assume that an equal number of sets was made of 
each of the groups and in each of the colors red and violet, so even 
if 2,500 sets [give or take a few) were made of each, it is a small 
issue and catalogues should regard this fact. If it is true that only 
500 covers were flown and a few more traveled as surface mail, 
all franked with stamps of the re-issued types, then the price of 
used stamps should be much higher. In my opinion used stamps 
should be priced double the price of mint, and covers priced 
accordingly. 

Special attention should be given to stamps handstamped in 
black, green and blue. Only a few sets were handstamped with 
each color in type IL In type III only greenish-blue was recorded. 
Black and green are known on covers in complete sets including 
errors . The blue and greenish-blue are known in mint condition 
only. 
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Fig. Ba. 
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Blue is most scarce; it was first listed in Sanabria 1955 and 
priced at $500. The Air Post Collector Vol. 2 No. 2 wrote "scarce 
trial impression in blue." I think that it was applied to 25 sets , one 
pane. 
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Regarding the green color, I'll quote from an article that was 
published on December 7, 1929 in Stamp Collecting. It was a 
report from the bulletin of Whitfield King & Co.: 

it might interest you to know that we have seen a pane of 25 of 
the 1/8m. with the overprint partly in violet and partly in green, 
so that there are two horizontal rows of five, se-tenant showing 
the two colors of overprint. We think the green overprint must 
be rare, as the pane we have seen shows that the violet ink 
apparently ran dry and in the changing over to the green in 
starts with a mixture of the violet and the green until in the last 
three rows the overprint is quite green. 

Regarding green and black, I'll quote from an article by D. Arm­
strong in The Air Post Collector: "it is understood that these were 
struck at the instigation of a local philatelist by an obliging post 
office employee." Whatever the reason, it is not for us to judge. 
The fact is that sets in green and black are scarce and should be 
priced so. Corrections and additions will be welcomed by the 
author. 

Interesting and Unusual Items from a Specialized 
Collection of China 

Vol 62 #4; 
Page 

Comments and Corrections: Carl A. Kilgas 

188: Under Japanese Post Offices in China: 
5th line-date should be April 15 not the 18th. 

Vol 63 #1: 
21 : Last paragraph should be rewritten: "There is also an in­

teresting "retouch" on the 9 Candarin regular water­
marked issue. While transferring the design to the printing 
stone, the transfer paper either stretched, buckled, creased 
or wrinkled, requiring a different degree of retouching on 3 
of the 6 printing stones. Type I: little retouching required, 
Type II : more retouching and Type III: considerable neces­
sary. All Types shown in Fig. 55. (Livingston, CCP 28-3-19) 

22: Fig. 55 : Replace "Recut" with "Retouch". 

22: Under 9 Candarin Tete-Beche: Rewrite: 
"Livingston was inclined to believe the stereo plate was 
normal when it left Japan. After arrival in Shanghai, posi­
tion 21 was carefully erased and another transfer made , 
but this time upside-down. There is every indication that 
this had been deliberately done. De Villard was suspected 
of being involved. He later reported 1,691 pairs of the error 
had been sold, 5 % or 85 pairs used. Mint horizontal pairs 
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22 : 

23 : 

Vol 63 #2 : 
101 : 
104 : 

105 : 
107: 
108: 
109 : 

Vol 63 #4 : 

are much less common than vertical pairs." (Fig. 58) (Same 
reference as above) 

Fig. 56 is inverted: Margin should be at left. 

Fig. 59: Al tho Livingston referred to the marginal guide 
lines on the printing stones as "Engraver's Marks". (CCP 
282-3-18), Calvet Hahn observed that these should be 
called"Lithographer's Guide Marks ", which seems more 
plausible since "a number of early lithographers did pre­
tend to be engravers, but their colleagues generally laughed 
at the pretension". 

Fig. 73 : 3rd line-replace "recut' ' with "retouch". 
80 : Remove "on the 4/4 Candarin with double sur-

charge". Incorrect. 
81 : Add: " Note double surcharge". 
After "10, 11 or 12" add "Fig.88" 
86: Add : "2V2 mm spacing". 
88: Add : " 1 V2 mm spacing". 

270 : Fig. 112: "but not of native origin"-not correct. Should 
read "a cover with Imperial stamps without Re­
publican overprint but cancel used shows " 1st 
Year" designation for the Republic. 

112a: For better reading of " 1st year" cancel, illus­
tration should be placed sidewise with both 
numerals at the left. 

272: 115c : Detail upside down. Recut at bottom should be 
at top. 

274 : 117 : Recut upside down. 
274: 118 : Upside down. 

Vol 63 #5: 
344: 128: Cancel would be easier read with stamp upside 

down showing "URGA" and date at top . 
345: 131: Forgeries are at the left; Genuine at right. 
351: 141: Caption incorrect. Should read: "Block of 6 with 

Imprint and Plate Number 3-key to finding re­
entry with Sinkiang overprint" . 

350: Under "On the Sinkiang Overprint", Fig. 140 on 3rd line 
should be corrected to "Fig. 141". 
On the 4th line, Fig. 141 should be corrected to "Fig. 140". 

Vol 63 #6 : 
435 : Fig. 159: Caption incorrect. Should be "Stamp at left Perf 

10 1/2; Stamp at right , the Perf 13". 
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The Alfred F. 
Lichtenstein 

Memorial 
A-ward 
by Ernest A. Kehr 

Not infrequently our own members and contributors to the Phila­
telic Press ask for details about the Alfred F. Lichtenstein 
Memorial Award, its purposes, history and criteria that govern 
the selection of those to whom it is presented each year. It seems 
appropriate, therefore, that we offer the ensuing information 
about the medal which unquestionably is America's most pres­
tigious tribute which a distinguished philatelist can hope to 
receive . 

First, Mr. Lichtenstein, who was president and then Chairman 
of the Board of the CIBA chemicals and pharmaceutical organ­
ization, devoted a lifetime to the advancement of serious stamp 
collecting. Not only did he build more than two dozen collections 
of major international importance, but studied them with an in­
tensity seldom matched and never surpassed. While he wasn't a 
prolific writer himself, he always was willing to share his accum­
ulated knowledge with those who did have reportorial abilities. 
(For example, it was his aid that helped the late Winthrop S. 
Boggs to write the two-volume book on Canadian stamps and 
postal history which subsequently won the coveted Crawford 
Medal of the Royal Philatelic Society of London.) 

Moreover, Mr . Lichtenstein was a titan on the international 
scene; he served on the juries of many exhibitions; was head of 
our own 1936 (TIPEX) and 1947 (CIPEX) until his untimely death in 
1947. Also , he was a driving force in the development of the 
Collectors Club from a mere New York society to an institution of 
international significance. 

For decades he gave unstintingly of his administrative skills, 
and endless hours to promote the prestige of our Club which cul­
minated in the acquisition of our Landmark home in the fashion­
able Murray Hill section of Manhattan. His financial benefac­
tions, always contributed in a completely altruistic spirit, are too 
numerous to mention. 

Mr. Lichtenstein was a moving spirit in the organization of the 
Philatelic Foundation as an adjunct of the Collectors Club, in 
1945. At the 1936 TIPEX, his fabulous collection of Uruguay clas-
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sics easily won the Grand Award-a magnificent bronze statue 
of an American Indian, which in characteristic generosity, he 
donated to the Club to be given to a future Grand Award winner. 
(It was won by the late Saul Newbury, in 1947, for his entry of 
19th century U.S. issues. The statue remained in the Club, until 
the precious masterpiece was stolen by a burglar and never re­
covered.) 

In 1952, just five years after he succumbed to a fatal coronary, 
officers of the Collectors Club discussed a way in which his at­
tainments and memory might be perpetuated. In their wisdom, 
they appropriated funds for the sculpting of a medal, the making 
of necessary dies and the striking of a medal which measures 3 
inches in diameter and weighs 6 ounces. 

The very first one was awarded to the late Theodore E. Stein­
way, his very personal friend and devoted co-worker at the Club. 
Since then , distinguished philatelists of America, Europe, Latin 
America and Australia have been honored by winning it. [And 
even before the Feminist Movement became fashionable, women 
were chosen to receive it!) 

Originally, selection of candidates was made by a committee 
appointed by our President. Later, the committee included only 
previous medal winners who could attend meetings at the Club for 
discussions and final nomination of a new recipient. More re­
cently this process was modified , chiefly because only a very few 
winners reside within travel distances from New York. Instead, 
all of them are polled via the mails with a request that they not 
only suggest names, but submit a list of qualifications to be cer­
tain that nominees embody all the same philatelic accomplish­
ments as did Mr. Lichtenstein. 

To permanently recognize those who have been awarded the 
Alfred F. Lichtenstein Medal, the Collectors Club maintains a dis­
tinctive memorial in its fashionable home. Framed are both ob­
verse and reverse sides of the actual medal, surrounded by 
bronze plates with the names of winners and the years in which 
they received the Award, which universally is recognized as "the 
Nobel Prize of the Philatelic World." 

We conclude with a list of these distinguished philatelists. 

Alfred F. Lichtenstein Memorial Award 
List of Recipients Since 1952 

1952 Theodore E. Steinway, New York 
1953 Dr. Clarence W. Hennan, Chicago 
1954 Dr. Carroll Chase, Paris, France 
1955 August Dietz, Richmond, Virginia 
1956 Sir John Wilson, Great Britain 
1957 Harry L. Lindquist, New York 
1958 Winthrop S. Boggs, New Jersey 
1959 Lt. Gen. Cornelius W. Wickersham, USA, New York 
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1960 J.R.W. Purves , Australia 
1961 John J. Britt, New York 
1962 Mrs. Louise Boyd Dale, New York 
1963 Henry M. Goodkind, New York 
1964 Vincent G. Greene, Canada 
1965 Alvaro Bonilla Lara , Chile 
1966 Harrison D.S. Haverbeck, Windmill Point, Virginia 
1967 John R. Boker, Jr. , Scarsdale, NY 
1968 Herbert J. Bloch, New York 
1969 H.R. Holmes , Great Britain 
1970 Robson Lowe, Great Britain 
1971 Mortimer L. Neinken, New York 
1972 Dr. Soichi Ichida, Tokyo, Japan 
1973 Philip Silver, Elberon, New Jersey 
1974 Ernest A. Kehr, New York 
1975 Dr. Joseph Schatzkes, Paris, France 
1976 George Turner, Washington, DC 
1977 F. Burton Sellers, Sun City West, Arizona 
1978 Col. James T. DeVoss , USA (Ret)., State College, PA 
1979 Dr. Enzo Diena , Rome, Italy 
1980 Ronald A.G. Lee, Great Britain 
1981 Barbara R. Mueller, Jefferson , Wisconsin 
1982 Robert G. Stone, Blue Ridge Summit, PA 
1983 George W. Brett, Spirit Lake, Iowa 
1984 Col. Robert H. Pratt, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
1985 William H. Miller, Jr., New York 
Book Revievvs 
The Paquebot Marks of the Americas, by 
Gustav J. Lund, published by Raven Press 
for the author, continues and expands 
Philip Cockrill's 1934, M.A. Studd's 1953, 
Leonard Joesten ' s 1973 and Roger 
Hosking's 1977 earlier studies of paquebot 
mail posted on the high seas . 1984 n.p. 

Profusely illustrated with examples of 
paquebot marks, Lund's brass-fastened 
labor of love limits itself to the mail posted 
on vessels which call at North, Central, 
South American, and United States pos­
session ports. Those interested in con­
temporary cruise ship activity will find this 
st 197 
compendium particularly useful as it 
details the paquebot markings of such 
Caribbean ports as Auguilla , Antigua, 
Bahamas, Barbados, Bermuda, British 
Virgin Islands, Cuba , Dominica , Grand Cay­
man Islands , Grenada, Guadeloupe, Haiti, 
Jamaica , Martinique, Montserrat, Nether­
land Antilles, Neves, St. Kitts, St. Lucia, St. 
Vincent, Tobagao and Trinidad. 

As introduction, the author discusses the 
scope, numbering system, valuation, dates 
of usage , provides illustrations and pre­
sents excerpts of the Universal Postal 
Union regulations regarding paquebot 
cancels. 



Readers will find the concluding section 
of interest as the author outlines and illus­
trates sorting sea post offices and official 
postmarks of the Italian, Norwegian, and 
Swedish shipping lines which did not sort 
mail aboard their ships but used their own 
paquebot marks. The author also presents 
shipboard marks of passenger ships that do 
not have facilities for the canceling of mail. 
Such " posted at sea" and paquebot marks 
are applied by ship personnel on board the 
vessel before the mail is delivered to port 
post offices for canceling. Also included 
are private paquebot marks applied by col­
lectors and/or cover dealers which are sent 
to ships for servicing. 

A welcome addition for those interested 
in ocean liner philately, Lund's study in­
creases the material already in print. 

Edward B. Epstein 

The Norwich Post Office, 1658-1980, Vivien 
J. Sussex. Published by the author, Ridge­
way, 10 Colne Road, Coggeshall, Colches­
ter, Essex COB lSX, England. 195 pages . 
Softbound, illustrated, maps, 1984. 

This book, broken into three sections, is a 
must for the collector of this type of ma­
terial -or for the writer who intends to at­
tempt such a volume. Winner of the Nugent 
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Cloughler Award from the Postal History 
Society of Great Britain. 

The first section deals with the start of 
the Norwich Post Office through the 
1838-1840 period. There is much material 
that pertains to the post other than the 
Norwich that should be interesting to the 
general postal history collector. Excerpts 
from some correspondence of the period is 
interesting, such as a letter dated May 12, 
1804 .. . "I was going to send this off be­
fore, but as will now require an envelope I 
shall write more on all sides. The stamps 
are now out but you cannot buy less than 
1/- (6p) for packets and we prefer to pay ld 
at a time .. . " (Was William Power Hicks, 
the postmaster, attempting to get more 
sales?) 

The second section deals with Samuel 
Base in 1848 up to the present period. All 
readable and very well illustrated. 

The third section deals with the post­
marks from 1706-1980. This includes the 
sub offices, special markings, normal can­
cellations, slogan cancellations, special 
events, aerophilatelic cancela tion/covers, 
parcel post labels, perfins, etc. 

A delightful read and an informative 
book belonging in any library that contains 
postal history material on Great Britain. 

Abbot Lutz 
Publications Received 
Werner Elias 
Bibliography and Libraries 

Otto Gleixner , Ed., Katalog der Philatelistischen 
Bibliothek Muenchen, 3rd edition. 1984, reprint 
from D.B.Z. West Germany, 75 pp., softbound. 
Price, DM 7. 50 plus postage. Gift of the Editor. 

British Commonwealth 

Michael Ensor, Ed., The Gold Coast: Stamps, 
Postal Stationery and Postal Rates of King 
George V's Reign. 1984, The West Africa Study 
Circle, Great Britain, 35 pp., illustrated, soft­
bound. Price £2 .00. Purchased with library funds . 
British Commonwealth 

Roger B. West, Ed., Saint Helena Supplement No. 
4: Surcharges and Date Stamps. 1985, West 
Africa Study Circle, Gt. Britain, 20 pp., illustra­
tions, softbound. Gift of the publishers as part of 
CAMEO subscription. 

M. St. J. Wright, The Postal History of the British 
Occupation and Administration of the Came­
roons (1914-61). 1983, The West Africa Study 
Circle, Great Britain, 26 pp., illustrations, soft­
bound. Price £2.00. Purchased with library funds. 



Canada 

Michael Milos, Ed., Canadian Stamp Handbooks : 
The Admirals 1911-1925. 1985, Unitrade Associ­
ates, 127 Cartwright Avenue, Toronto, Ont. 
M6A 1 VA, Canada, 29 pp., loose leaf, illustra­
tions, softbound. Price $3.95. Gift of the pub­
lishers . 

Canada - Postal History 

Anon. , Postmark : Toronto-150 Years of Postal 
Service. 1985, Canada Post Corporation, Room 
456, 21 Front Street West, Toronto, Ont. M5J 
1A5. 42 pp., illustrations, softbound. Price, Can. 
$9 .95 ppd. Gift of the publishers. 

Catalogues - General 

Stanley Gibbons Stamp Catalogue in Parts #18: 
Japan & Korea, 2nd edition. 1984, Stanley Gib­
bons Pubs. Ltd., 5 Parkside, Christchurch Road, 
Ringwood, Hants. BH24 3SH, England. 275 pp., 
illustrations, softbound. Price £11 .15 ppd. Gift of 
the publishers. 

Fakes & Forgeries 

Barefoot Forgery and Reprint Guides , #16, 
Western Army Eagles, 18 pp. , #17-18, Upper 
Silesia, 36 pp. 1984, J. Barefoot Ltd., P.O. Box 8, 
York Y03 7BE England. Illustra tions, softbound. 
Price , $1.50 and $3.00 respectively ppd. (Plus 
$1.00 or $2.00 for air). Gift of the publishers. 

Elizabeth C. Pope, Ed. , Opinions II: Philatelic Ex­
pertizing-An Inside View. 1984, The Philatelic 
Foundation, 270 Madison Avenue , New York, 
N.Y. 10017, 229 pp. , illustrations, ha rdbound, 
$20.00. Gift of the publishers. 

Great Britain - Postal History 

Jean Farrugia and Tony Gammons, Carrying 
British Mails - Five Centuries of Postal Trans­
port by Land, Sea and Air. 1980, The National 
Postal Museum, London, England. 85 pp. , illus­
trations , softbound. Gift of Wm. R. Hanson. 

Italy- Postal History 

Annuario Internazionale della Storia Postale, 3rd 
edition. 1983, Editrice de! Carrier Maggiore, 
Casella Postale 325 , 35100 Padova , Italy. 92 pp., 
illustrations , stiffbound. Purchased with library 
funds. 
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Japan-Offices in China 

Meiso Mizuhara, Imperial Japanese Post Offices 
in Chinese Mainland. The Second Half. (Vol. IV of 
The Magnificent Collection of Chinese Stamps, 
2nd Series). 1984, Japan Philatelic Publications, 
P.O. Box 1, Shinjuku, Tokyo, Japan. 275 pp. , illus­
trations, ha rdbound. Price not indicated. Gift of 
the author . 

Paper and Printing 

Norman A. Wilkinson, Papermaking in America. 
1975(?). The Hagley Museum, Greenville , 
Delaware, 64 pp., illustrations, softbound. Gift of 
E.E. Fricks. 

Postal History- Maritime 

Edwin Drechsel, The Paquetbot Marks of Asia 
and of Japan 's Sea Ports. 1984, Robson Lowe, 
Ltd., 47 Duke Street, St. James 's, London, SWIY 
6QX England. 62 pp., illustrations, softbound. 
Price, £10.50 ppd. Gift of the publishers. 

Rev. J.N.T. Howat , South American Packets 1808 -
1880. 1984, The Posta l History Society in As­
sociation with William Sessions Ltd ., Gt. Britain. 
283 pp. , illustra tions , softbound. Price $20.00 
ppd. Gift of and available from author, The 
Rectory, Church La. Skelton, Yorks. Y03 6XT, 
England. 

Russia - Zemstvos 

F.G. Chuchin, Russia Zemstvos . 1984 reprint of 
1925 edition. J. Ba refoot Ltd ., P.O. Box 8, York 
Y03 7BE, England. 90 pp. , illustrations, spiral 
binding. Price, $10.00 ppd. ($14.00 air). Gift of 
the publishers. 

Spain 

Academia Hispanica de Filatelia: Discursos 
Academicos 1982. 1984, Academia Hispanica de 
Filatelia, Bar celona, Spain. 203 pp., illustra­
tions, stiffbound. Gift of Andres Grifol. 

Stamp Collecting 

Michael Mallone and Barry Newton, Discovering 
the Fun in First Day Covers. 1977, F.D.C. 
Publishing Co., Stewartville, N.J. 98 pp. , illustra­
tions, softbound. Gift of Henry Stollnitz. 



Topicals 

Leo Malz, Space Stamps (ATA Handbook No. 99). 
1985, American Topical Association, P.O. Box 
630, Johnstown, Pa. 15907, 87 pp .. illustrations, 
softbound. Price $11.00 ppd. Gift of the pub­
lishers. 

Turkey- Postal History 

John H. Coles and Howard E. Walker, Postal 
Cancellations of the Ottoman Empire: Part I, The 
Lost Territories in Europe. 1984, Robson Lowe 
Ltd., 47 Duke Street St. , James 's, London SWl Y 
6QX, England. 103 pp., illustrations, hardbound. 
Price $20.00. Gift of the publishers . 

United Nations 

Arleigh Gaines, Ed., United Nations Philately 
Supplement and Journal, Nos. 13, 14, 15, 16. 
1984, R & D Publications, Spring Valley, N.Y. 
Loose leaf, illustrations. Gift of Louis K. Robbins. 

United States 

Peter T. Rohrbach and Lowell S. Newman, 
American Issue-The U.S. Postage Stamp 
1842-1869. 1984, Smithsonian Institution Press, 
955 L'Enfant Plaza Suite 2100, Washington, D.C. 
20560. 232 pp .. illustrations, hardbound. Price 
$19.95. Gift of the publishers. 

United States - States 

John S. Gallagher and Alan H. Patera, The Post 
Offices of Ohio. 1979, The Depot, Burtonsville, 
Md. 320 pp.. illustrations, hardbound. Pur­
chased with library funds. 
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James Garnett and Stanley W. Paher, Nevada 
Post Offices-An Illustrated History. 1983, 
Nevada Publications, Las Vegas, Nev .. 176 pp .. 
illustrations, hardbound. Purchased with library 
funds. 

Alan H. Patera and John S. Gallagher, Checklist 
of Arkansas Post Offices. 1983, The Depo t, Bur­
tonsville, Md .. 51 pp .. illustrations, softbound. 
Purchased with library funds. 

Robert G. Schultz, Missouri Post Offices 
1804-1981. 1982, The American Philatelic 
Society, St. Louis Branch. 107 pp., illustrations, 
spiral binding. Purchased with library funds. 

Chester M. Smith and John L. Kay, The Postal 
History of Maryland, the Delmarva Peninsula 
and the District of Columbia. 1984, The · Depot , 
Burtonsville, Md. 327 pp .. illustrations, hard­
bound. Purchased with library funds. 

Additional Donations 

E.E. Fricks 
Ernest A. Kehr 
Frank Kohn 
Serge Korff 
Robert P. Odenweller 
Richard Stevens 
Hans Schwarzenbach. 

Periodicals, Pamphlets , Auction Catalogues. 



Can you pass the 
Phllatelllgence test? 

Subject: Determining the best time to sell your stamps 

1 Right now could be an ideal time for the 
stamp owner to sell because: 

D A Though general economic conditions 
are not as good as they might be, 
Apfelbaum sales are up considerably 
over last year. This indicates that the 
typical stamp collector is spending as 
much as ever on stamps. 

D B There is a shortage of fine properties 
on the market. 

D C Quick turnover is assured because 
demand is so high, and so few 
properties are available. 

D D All of the above. 

2 The demand for stamps is as high as it 
has ever been because: 

D A So many sellers have held back, 
waiting for the economy to improve. 

D B In general, philatelists have as much 
discretionary income to spend as 
they always have. 

D C Stamp sales are Jess affected by the 
economy than many people think. 

D 0 All of the above. 

3 The best way to take advantage of these 
unique conditions is to: 

D A Sell soon before owners realize how 
good the market for stamps really is. 

D B Sell now because the shortage of 
stamps available for sale is probably 
temporary. 

D C Ask for advice from a trusted stamp 
dealer. 

D D All of the above. 

4 The best place to turn for fast liquidity 
and higher yield is: 

D A One of the world's oldest and largest 
stamp firms . 

D B One of the world's most reputable 
dealers. 

D C Apfelbaum. 

DD All of the above. 

·wneq1a1dv JOJ 1no 
PJOH ·p1a!,( ia4~14 JOJ 1no PIOH ·01 nas 01 ia1eap dwe1s ianaq e uaaq J<JA<Ju s,aia41 pue '11as 
01 <JW!j J<ll!<lq 1? U<J<Jq J<JA<JU S,<ll<l4J. "<JAOqe <l41 JO 111? 01 <lAOqe <l41 JO 111? 'a :JaMsuv 

2006 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103 

0 Send me your bi-monthly, 64 page price list Ads & Offers. 

0 Send me your auction catalogs. 

O I'm thinking of selling my philatelic holdings. 
Their approximate value is$-----------

Name __________________ _ 

Address _________________ _ 

City---------- State--- Zip---

Phone Best time to caJJ ____ _ 
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Cherrystone 
Stamp 

Center, Inc. 
Otters over 12000 quality lots 
annually for sale at PUBLIC AUC­
TION. Sales held every two months 
in the heart of New York City. 

De-Luxe Auction Catalogues, 
with extensive photo illustrations 
are available gratis. If you are not 
on our mailing list, you should 
drop us a line today (Next Auction 
will be held May 8-9, 1985). 

Important Philatelic Properties 
are always required for auction, 
or outright cash purchase. Our 
"How to get the best deal for 
your stamps" information book­
let is yours for the asking. 

CHERRYSTONE 
STAMP CENTER, INC. 
132 WEST 34TH ST. 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10001 

(212) 947-3256 • (212) 239-4926 
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HEINRICH KOHLER 

7 'hf' ,,,,,,,S'<W>7 
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Baden 1851 9 Kr. black on blue-green on cover, the error of colou r (instead of black on lilac-rose). Tied by numeral cancel " 41 " to 
folded letter with " Ettenheim 25, Aug. 51 " town postmark of origin. Only three copies exist, one is on piece and another on cover in 
the German Federal Post Office Museum. One of th e most outstanding philatelic items in existence, formerly in the Ferrari and 
Caspary Collections and the highlight of the First Boker Sale. Estimate DM 1,500,000.00 (approx. $475,000.00). 

DM 2,300,00.-- (appr. US-$ 680,000.-) excl. costs 

for the legendary Baden error of colour 
out of the collection of John R. Boker, Jr. 

The catalogue of our next international auction from May 29 until June 1, 1985 will 
appear at the beginning of May 1985. 

Apart from valuable standard material of the whole world, a large number of 
specialized collections will be offered for sale. 

Please request the catalogue immediately! 

For one catalogue we charge US $7.00 airmail surcharge, for 3 yearly catalogues, 
us $20.00. 

Consignments for our international sales are always required 

Heinrich Kohler 
Bahnhofstr 63/ n 0-6200 Wiesbaden West Germany 
phone O 1149 • 6121·39381 
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~~o!,~!?.:!!.~~~· 
GROSSE BOCKENHEIMER STRASSE 35 · D-6000 FRANKFURT AM MAIN 1 · TELEFON 069 - 2874 77 

• 

Our offer of Austria represents an exceptional sym· 
biosis of rarity and highest quality and comprises 
some hundreds of stamps, pieces, and covers. They 
bring the glory of the perished monarchy back to new 
philatelic life! Furthermore we offer material of 
almost any other philatelic subject -starting with 
outstanding prephilatelic material up to an excellent 
offer of modernity. Your special attention is drawn to 
our detailed, wide-ranging offer of plate flaws of the 
Poland No. 1, originating from the famous collection 
of M. A. Bojanowicz. Also our first-class offer of 
Japanese, Russian, British , and German material will 
doubtlessly be of high interest to the collector. In ad· 
dition he will find a widespread offer of unusual col· 
lections and dealers' stockbooks. 

Please let us know if you wish to receive our richl y ii · 
lustrated catalogue for US-$5, which we will gladly 
mail to you upon request . 

7th Auction­
May 30th to 
June 1st, 1985 
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Col
Books for Philatelists 
United States 

The Ten Cents Stamps of 1855-59, by Neinken (1960) (only 30 copies in stock) $30.00 
A Census of United States Classic Plate Blocks 1851-1882, by John C. Chapin 

(1983). Contains May supplement printed in CCP Paper $12.50 Cloth $19.50 

Overseas 

Afghanistan : Its Twentieth Century Postal Issues , by F.E. Patterson III (1964) 18.00 
Central America : Its Postal History & Prephilatelic Postmarks (1985) 40.00 
Ecuador : Postal History & Prephilatelic Postmarks English Paper 25.00 

Spanish Paper 25.00 
English and Spanish Combined Handbound 35.00 

French Morocco: The 1943-44 Tour Hassan Issues, by C. Neidorf (1953) 3.75 
Honduras : The Black Air Mail, by I.I. Green (1962) 3. 75 
The Stamps of Jammu and Kashmir, by Frits Staal (1984) (16 color plates) 125.00 
Philatelic Handbook for Korea 1884-1905, by Korea Stamp Society 18.00 
The New Hebrides: Postal Stamps and Their History, by N. Hals and P. 

Collas (1968) 12.50 
New Zealand : 1898-99, Great Barrier Island Pigeon Post Stamps, by J.R. Walker, 

H.L. Chisholm, and H.M. Goodkind (1969) 12.50 
Postal Stamps of Lithuania , by Lithuania Philatelic Societies of New York and 

Toronto (1979) 18.00 
Postal History and Postage Stamps of Serbia , 1841-1921 , by M.R. Rasic (1979) 18.00 
A Postal History of Spain, by T. Van Dam (1973) 18.00 

Catalogues 

ANPHILEX, 71st Anniversary Philatelic Exhibition Commemorating the 75th Year 
of The Collectors Club (1971) 12.50 

First Scott Catalogue, 1868 (reprint) 3.50 

Collectors Club 

Cumulative Index to Collectors Club Philatelist, 1922-71 , volumes 1-50 (1972) 
Collectors Club Lapel Pin (specify men's or women's) 
Collectors Club Tie (specify green, brown) 

12.50 
5.00 

12.50 

Please add $1 per book postage and handling. All remittances must be in U.S. 
funds drawn on a U.S. bank or the U.S. branch of your bank. Because of high bank 
charges we must be inflexible about this. Membership 25 % discount on books. 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB 22 EAST 35TH ST. NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016 

Amount enclosed _____________ _ 

Name _____________ ~ Address _____________ ~ 

City __________ State __________ Zip _________ _ 
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. 
Time proven 
Showgarcf Mounts ... 

-Showgard Mounts are the choice and 
recommendation of experienced collectors. 

-For over 25 years Showgard Mounts 
have proven perfectly safe for stamps 
under every climatic condition in all 

parts of the world. 

-It is a philatelic fact that collectors 
switch to Showgard Mounts as they gain 

in experience. It's a sensible 
idea to start and save with Showgard 

Mounts. At dealers everywhere. 
Available with Dark Display or clear 

see-through background. 

For Free Sample 1nd Size Gauge 
Please Write 

Vldlforms Co. Inc. 
P.O. Box 488 ~ 
New City, NY 10956 

......_u.s_.A. - · 
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BARBUDA 

Pre-Adhesive Entires 
Covers 

We have comprehensive stocks of Postal 
History and stamps of all countries and 
areas; whatever your interests, send us 
details and we will send you photocopies 

of suitable items as available. 

55 New Bond Street 
London W1Y 9DG, U.K. 

Telephone: 011-441-499-178112 
AT YO U R SERVICE FOR ALL 

Philatelic Photography 
For Research and Study , for Exhibitions, and fo r Publication 

2 X 2 COLO R SLIDES 

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE 
I Montgomery Place , Brooklyn , N.Y . 11215 

Photographer for the Collectors Club Philatelist 
• • • • • 

U.S. REVENUES 
l\Iutch & l\lcdicinc • Possessions H.c\'cnucs 
Stumped Paper • Scott-listed \'arictics 
Ta .... paids • Collections 
State Rc\'cnucs • Rarities 
Documcnb • Proof-; & Essays 

\\'IIITrIER l'lllL\TELIC SER\lCES 
(213) 698-3193 or 698-2888 

67~7 S. \\'ushington Ave, l'.O. Box 651, \\11itticr, CA 90608 



BRITISH 
SOLOMONS 

Covers. Proofs. Specimens. 
Postal History 

Write to the Special ist in Pacific Islands and 
British Borneo Postal History. Tell me what you 
need and photocopies will be in the return mail. 
Sorry. I do not carry stamps. May I hear from 
you? 

HOWARD LEE 

P.O. Box 636C 

New York, N.Y. 10163 
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POSTAL 

"Covers of the \11/orld" 

Mail Bid Sales 
Postal History Specialt ies 

M ilitary & War Covers 
Maritime, Railroad & Air mail 

Locals & Cinderella 
Literature 

Postal Stationery 
etc . 

For illustrated catalog send Sl.00 to : 

THEO. VAN DAM 
P.O. Box 26, Brewster. N.Y. 10509 
Central & 
Eastern Asia 

I n 1982 we offered over 5,000 lots of 
rare stamps and postal history with 

a v~lue in excess of ONE MILLION DOLLARS ex­
clusively from Central and Eastern Asia . 

Interest in the Asian market has never higher. 
The broad world-wide demand coupled with the 
strong local markets of Japan , Korea , Taiwan , 
Malaya, Thailand, and Hong Kong have produced 
consistently high realizations in our auctions . 

We are now preparing our next major auction of 
Central and Eastern Asia and invite you to contact us 
regarding your consignment. Our commission rate is 
10% to the seller and 10% to the buyer. 

Georse 
Alevlzos e 2716 Ocean Pk . Bl. , Suite 1020 

Santa Monica, CA. 90405 USA 
Tel : 213/ 450-2543 
COVERS 

POSTAL STATIONERY 

Specialist Material 

• 
WHAT ARE YOUR NEii:DS? 

FSDA CCNY 

n •• {;,.,lanJ S1a,,., 
643 Fifth Ave. South 

Naples, Roride 33940 



May
DAVID FIELD RARE STAMPS 
AND DOCUMENTS, ESTABLISHED 1884 

Scott 93 VF, N.H. Price on Request 

RARE STAMPS, POSTAL HISTORY BOUGHT AND SOLD 

DAVID FIELD RARE STAMPS 
41 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON W1Y OBE, ENGLAND 
-J
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 

BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE 

1926 - Vol. 5 - Oct. 
1929 - Vol. 8 - Oct. 
1931 - Vol. 10 - Oct. 
1932 - Vol. 11 - Oct . 
1934 - Vol. 13 - April 
1936 - Vol. 15 - Jan., April, Oct. 
1937 - Vol. 16 - Jan., April, Oct. 
1939 - Vol. 18 - Jan., April 
1940 - Vol. 19 - April 
1941 - Vol. 20 - Jan., April , Oct. 
1942 - Vol. 21 - April, July, Oct. 
1942 - Supplement "History of Free 

Franking U.S." Stern 
1943 - Vol. 22 - Jan., April, Oct. 

1944 - Vol. 23 - Jan., April , Oct . 
1945 - Vol. 24 - All four issues 
1946 - Vol. 25 - April, Oct . 
1947 - Vol. 26 - All four issues 
1948 - Vol. 27 - April, July, Oct. 
1949 - Vol. 28 - Jan .. July 
1950 - Vol. 29 - March, July, Sept., Nov. 
1951 - Vol. 30 - All six issues 
1922-1951 Cumulative Index by Roland 

Farlow King 
1952 - Vol. 31 - All six issues 
1953 - Vol. 32 - March through Nov. 
From 1954 to date all copies are in stock 
$5.00 per copy - 25% discount to members 

SPECIAL - from 1965 to date complete volumes of six issues at $20.00, net per volume 

In some instances there ar e only one or two copies left -first come, first served. 

The Collectors Club, 22 East 35th Street, New York, NY 10016 
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BUYING 
Saudi Arabia paying ($): 
Scott L. 61 M/ U $3000,- (cat. $1000,-) 

38A M/ U $3000,- (cat. $1000,-) 
138-49 M NH blocs $15,000,-
240-42 MS, MNH $150,- (cat. $75 ,-) 
786-7 MNH $5 ,- (cat.-.70) 
C. 57 A MNH $300,- (cat. $125.-) 
0.21 - 47 MNH $500,- (cat. $203,-) 

I buy and expertise 
everyth ing from th is area. 

SELLING (prices in $) 
Great Bri tain, 1840, 2 p. blue in mint bloc of 6., 
P.O.R. 

Suez Canal, 1868, 20 c. (2), double rate cover, v.f ., 
ex Byam, P.O.R. 

DWI, 1889, 1 on 7 c., 37 (!) on a triple rate reg. 
cover to Italy, minor faults, $1000,-. 

DWI, 1859, Stra ight line "SHIP LETTER", vf on fl , 
only a few recorded, P.O.R. 

Iceland, 1902, I GILDI 10 A. on pc. to Denmark, 
cancelled in man. on sh ip VESTA, $950,-. 

Norway, 1860, Oscar 4 sk. and 8 sk. (strip of 5) on 
only recorded cpl. cover to Turkey, P.O.R. 

Antarctic, Bouvet Oya 1934, 10 and 200. on cor­
rect rate cover with contents, $900,-. 

Finland/ Sports, 1937 FIS cpl. imp. proofs in 
unique pl. blocs of 6. $600,-. 

Finland/ Red Cross, 1932-38, 7 sets cpl. in unique 
imp. pl. blocs of 6, P.O.R. 

Switzerland/ Stamp Centenary, 1945 Basel de luxe 
SS with wh ite borders, MNH $500,-. 

Saudi Arabia, Scott 38B, handstamp inverted, v. f., 
(3 recorded), P. 0. R. 

Kuwait, 1923 " KOWEIT" Cpl. (27), v.f. mint, certi­
ficate, P.O.R. 

Iraq/ Zeppelin, 1933 Chicago flight, reg. mixed 
franking cover with Germany Chicago 2 RM etc., 
Superb, P.O.R. 

Germany/ Petroleum, Generalgouvernement, 1944, 
unissued set (3), MNH, superb, (Cat OM. 3750,-) 
$800,-. 

BARON JAKOB VON UEXKULL 
2 WYBOURN DRIVE 

ONCHAN, ISLE OF MAN 
(British Isles) 
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SPECIALIZING IN 

CHOICE 

UNITED STATES 

Stamps and Covers 

CANADA 

PENCE ISSUES 

Bruce G. Daniels 
27 STATE STREET 

BOSTON, MASS. 02109 
TOPICALS 
We do have one of the FINEST SELEC­
TIONS of almost all TOPICALS. Please 
write for your special wants (or 
selections.) Free on request . . . very 
comprehensive offerings of FRANCE, 
imperfs, etc. . . . CHESS, ROT ARY , 
BI CEN T EN NIAL, SPAC E , BOY 
SCOUTS, LION , UPU, EUROPA, PHI­
LEX, SOCCER, ESPANA, MONACO, 
NEW ISSUES, OLYMPICS, RAIL­
ROAD, RELIGION , PIONEER, SHUT­
TLE, CONCORDE, BALLOON, ETC ... . 

We have been serving Philately for over 
a half century and our experience is at 
your service. 

S. SEREBRAKIAN, 
INC. 

P.O. Box 448 Monroe, N.Y. 10950 



GREAT BRITAIN 
1 840 & 184 1 imperforate 1 p and 2p 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 
Handstruck covers . Tiiangulars, 

Rectangulars . 

BRITISH 
COMMONWEAL TH 

A fine selection of pre 1936 issues. 

Enquiries from discerning Collec­
tors Club members will be wel­
comed and anwered promptly . 

F. W. COLLINS 
Stoborough Croft, St . Cross, 
Winchester. Hants .. England. 
GREAT 

BRITAIN 

and the 

COMMONWEALTH 

BUYING 1840-1935 
Covers & Postal Stationery. 
Proofs, Trials, Specimens 
and Specialised Collections. 

JOHN 
HART APS BPF 
P.O. Box 7041 
San Diego, CA 92107 
Ref. Pres., Escondido National Bank 
May-June 1985 210 
INDIAN PRINCELY STATES 
FISCALS 

Alipura, 2 diff. Rev. $10. 

Ali rajpur, 2 diff. Rev. 3. 

Ambaliara, 2 diff. Rev. 10. 

Bajana , 4 diff. Court Fee 2. 

Balsinor , 2 diff. Rev. 10. 

Baria, 1 Receipt 5. 

Baria , 1 Court Fee 5. 

Baria, 1 Revenue 5. 

Barwani, 5 diff. Court Fee 3. 

Barwani, 5 diff. Writing Fee 5. 

Bastar, 1 Revenue 4. 

Airmail postage paid 

More in next issue/send want lists 

M.M. MUKHI & SONS 
P.O. BOX 905 

BOMBAY 400-001 , INDIA 
RICHARD M. 
STEVENS 

Buyer's Agent at the Auctions 

of 

David Feldman S.A. 

& 

Corinphila S.A. 

For further information 

please write or call. 

P.O. Box99 201-383-7591 

Greendell, NJ 07839 



C

Postal History Auctions 

.. , 
; 

MAY 16 
General United States 
Postal History Auction 

JUNE 26 
A Specialized Auction 

of Rare and High Quality 
United States and Confederate 

Postal History 

- Buyers and Sellers -
- Inquiries Invited -

ROBERT G. P.O. Box 1895 
KAUFMANN 540 Colfax Road 
201 - 831-1772 Wayne Township 

NJ 07470 
HS c 
A NAME YOU CAN TRUST 

•PUBLIC 
AUCTIONS 

• SELLING QUALITY 
MATERIAL 

e APPRAISALS 
• BUYING 

HUNTINGTON 
SfAMP&COIN 

1060 E. Jericho Tpke., 
Huntington, N.Y. 11743 

Call for Free Auction Catalogue 

(516) 421-5230 

Outside N. Y. call Toll-Free 
(800) 645-5441 
ollectors Club Philatelist 211 
PURSER 

l~I ASSOCIATES 
INC. 
M_.,. le• Oe-r~· , CT MllO AUCTIO,, AO~"T~ 

1l0.l1 7a.lll7 l'flCffACL D . ' U lfSCI( 
Jcrrttc r L r u1csc1t 

1l0.l1 7.a.451111 M~LISSA 0 WHCCLClt 

Auction Agent Services 

• Comprehensive Covera1e 

Coast to Coast 
& 

Around tile World 

• ~earch" Service 

• Reliable • Accurate 

•Confidential 

• Monthly Auction Newsletter 
& Calendar of Sales 

-· ASDA. A~. •A. Sl'A. AFDCS. ATA. 1¥. CCNY 
Collection 
Building 

--·--
Advantageous 

Selling 
Market Knowledge . 

Confidentiality . 
Integrity ... 

ANDREW LEVITT, 
PHILATELIC CONSULTANTS 

Box 342-CCP Danbury, CT 06810 
(203) 743-5291 

Life member, Collectors Club, Amer. Phil. 
Soc., Amer. Stamp Dealers Assoc., Philatelic 
Foundation . 



1924. 1985 

FOR OVER SIXTY YEARS THE NAME 

MAR ESCH 
HAS BEEN KNOWN FOR 

QUALITY AND INTEGRITY 

THERE IS ALWAYS A PUBLIC AUCTION WITH 
STRENGTH IN CANADA AND PROVINCES, 
EITHER IN PREPARATION OR TAKING PLACE 
SOON. WE WOULD BE DELIGHTED TO SEND 
YOU A SAMPLE CATALOGUE, OR DISCUSS 
SELLING YOUR TREASURES IN ONE OF OUR 
SALES. 

r. rnaresch & son 
330 BAY ST . STE. 703 • TORONTO. CANADA M5H 2S9 • (41 6) 363-7777 

CEAL.ERSIN 
RARE STAMPS 
SINCE'1824 
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UNITED STATES SCOTT ONE AND TWO 

1847 5c orange brown pair on cover to Boston. Scott 18, $2500. 

'£) 
,__~/,b,.1W /.fUAf-c ~- L: a:4-~v Ya 

e P2:£ V'-· cV:.r?t/ 

847 10c black: A right hand marginal single on cover to New York. Scott 2, $9500. 

1847 10c black pair on 'U.S. Express Mail' cover to Philadelphia. Scott 2. Philatelic 
Foundation certificate, $12,000. 

For these and other fine items please contact: 

W.E. Lea (Philatelists) Limited. 
Kestrel Grange, 

The Mount, 
Esher, 

Surrey KT10 8LQ 
ENGLAND 

Telephone 78 (London) 0372 68263. 



Come and Visit 
Our 

New Galleries! 
at 

14·16 East 33rd Street 

New York, N.Y. 10016 

Only two blocks away 

from the 

''Collector's Club!'' 

Telephone (212) 532-3700 

HARMERSQ/NEWYORK INC. 
14 - 16 East 33rd Street 
New York, NY 10016 

Tel. (212) 532-3700 

Galleries: New York, San Francisco, London 


