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Supplement to the 

History of the "Free Franking" of 
Mail in the United States 

By EDWAHD STEHN. 

l\Iy ·pecialty bas long been the collecting of Autographed Free Franks per­
tajning to the Presidents of the United States, divided into the various capa­
cities held while serving their country . JHany sen ed in various executive 
branches of the government, such as Secretary of State, War, etc.; a Vice-Presi­
dents, or, in greater majority, as Representative · or Senator in Congress. A 
very limited number were members of the Continental Congre s, and Signers of 
the Declaration of Independence. 

Approximately seven years ago I conceived the idea of compiling a'' History 
of the 'Free Franking' of Mail in the United States." This appeared in serial 
form in The Collectors Club Philatelist and was subsequently published in book 
form by H . L. Lindquist. 

As released this study was based solely upon my collection and featured 
the autographed Free Franked envelopes of members of th e Continental Con­
gress, Signers of the Declaration of Independence, Presidents and members of 
their Cabinets. Also included were the President's widows having the franking 
priYileges. Th ese widows will be the basis for m:v next supplementary article. 

Following the publication of these articles and the book, I was for tunate to 
have made many very pleasing contacts with families of prominence and d -
scendants of the Presidents, who possessed letters of interest along with the 
Franks. It has been my good fortune to obtain many of these items- illu trated 
and described in the following page . 

A "Frank" possesses a very persona l contact. as well as a momentou hi. -
torical va lue. In my opinion a Presidential Frank is all too frequently misin­
terprrted. I feel such envelopes, to " ·a rrant this designation. must be franked 
while the President is actua ll y in office, with the proper date and identification. 



I I COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
HISTORY OF THE "FREE FRANKING " OF MAIL IN THE U. S. 

Descriptions of Franks Illustrated 
PLATE A 

!!over # l GEORGE WASHINGTON- Franked while Gen eral and Commander-in­
Chief, during the Revolutionary War . Addressed entirely in his own hand­
writing t o Major General Artemas Ward who was in command of the 
Continental Troops- 1775-1776. The private seal of Gen e ral Washing­
ton is on the back of the cover. Five ot h e r cove rs franked by George 
Washington are represented in my coll ection but this is the only one 
showing the word "FREE" applied to th e cove r by m ean s of a die. 

Uover # 2 JOH N ADAMS-Franked " J . Adams" while in private life. A letter is 
attached and dated January 9, 1 802, one year a fter h e was President of 
the United States. The letter was writte n by John Quincy Adams who 
later becam e President of the United States a nd is a dd ressed to his 
brothe r , Thomas Boylston Adams. Both w ere sons of the Pres ident. The 
le tte r was of a pe r sonal nature and r eads as follow s-

U'lver #3 

Q uin cy 25, J a nu a ry, I h a v e k ept th e written Je tte!' until t hi s tim e for th e 
sa k e of bring i ng it out hom e, a n d now· find littl e o r nothing to say in 
add it ion excepting t h at our p a r ents a nd fri ends h e r e are w e ll , Boyl ston 
A<l a rns \V a s n1a rri ed las t \veek-a11d b y the \vay s peaking of m a rri a g es, 
b y th e natura l tra n s ition from cause to e ff ec t I m a y t ell y ou tha t our 
fri e nd Quinc y h a s a son born a b out t en d ays ago-By w a y of en coura ge ­
m ent to you a nd to confirm and estab li sh your t o ttering virtu e of p a ti ence, 
I sh a ll add t h a t afte r a months experi en ce in m y offi ce, I find n o in t rrup­
tion w h atsoev er to m y l earn ed l e i sure, no p erp l x i ng ca ll s for th e obli­
t e r a t ed b l ack-l e tter Jove. R e imports-I have s u cceed ed in fi llin g m y 
who l e tim e with empl oym ent, so t h at I find n c n e for f r e tting, a nd n ev er 
in my wh o l e l ife f elt more ease a nd contentm ent-
N. B . Pl ease to call upon Mr. Usti ck, . 79 . 3rd. Stl'ee t, and p ay him for 
a se t o f N o sh a inis'[ ?] E ccl es i a sti cal Histo r y whi c h h e sent your fath er -
! t m e know th e a mount, a nd c h a rge it to my account. J . Q . A. 

JOHN ADAMS- Franked "John Adams" whil e Vi ce Pres ident in t h e cabi­
n et of President George Washington, addressed entire ly by th e h a nd of 
John Adams. Attached is a two-page letter dated Ma r ch 7th., 1790 , an d 
written entirely by his wife Abigail Adams, addressed to Th e Honorabl e 
"Cotton Tufts Esq." , Weymouth, Boston. It h as r eference to a piece of 
property much to h er liking and was purchased a nd pa id for by the 
Pres id ent through the sale of a bill on Holland at 8 % di sco unt. Mrs. 
Adams expressed h e r r egrets and annoyance over the Legis lature- the 
propose d amendments in her mind wou ld d estroy all order a nd overthrow 
the Cons titution . Sh e likew ise worri ed about her son Thomas. 

l} >ver # 4 THOMAS J EFFERSON- Franked "Th. J eff erson " whil e h e was Secretary 
of State in the Cabine t of President George Washington- 17 89-17 97 . 

C·>ver # 5 THOMAS J EFFERSON- Franked " Free Th. J e ff erso n- MonticelJo- Sept. 
5 , 1824 " while in private life. It was during this time that he was par­
ticularly interested in the construction a nd per sona l s upe rvis ion of a uni­
versity and schools in the stat e of Virg inia. This frank is attached to a 
letter entirely in his own handwritin g and in cidentally pertai ns to the 
university and is of s uffi cient inte rest to reproduce in full-

Sir. Monticell o Sep . 5, 24. 
Your l ette r of August 28 is d a t ed from Ri chmond, of whi c h n a m e th er e 

are 15 po t offi ces in th e U . S. A fri end howev e l' informing m e th a t h e 
thinks Capt. P a rtr id g e's sc h oo l i s in V ermont, I h a za rd my Jette!' to th e 
Ri chmo nd of that s tate and hope i t will fi nd you. I take for granted yo u 
do n ot c onsid er a nything whi c h p a ssed b e tw ee n y o u a nd myself as a n 
en g a g em ent on th e part of th vis itors, or anything more th a n m y indi­
vid u a l opin i o n; a nd t h a t my m enti o n of t h e s ubjec t to the v isito r s was 
only in a c onver sation , in w hi ch th ey w en t n o furth er than n ot to 
m a nifest a n y obj ection. I sti ll b eli ev e th a t th eir vi ews are on you, our 
university will n o t open t ill th e 1st. of F ebruary, a nd I do not myself 
s ee any serious inc onve ni e n ce in d e fe rring to op e n our military ex e rc is e s 
until t h e 25th. of August as you r equ est, a nd that you may safe l y engage 
yours elf oth erwi se until th a t date. You will b e pl eased h owev er to co n­
si d er t hi s as m y own op ini on only, and as n o engagement for others. 

I pra y you to acc ept my r espec tful salutat i ons. 
Mr. D. K . Minor Th. J e ff e r so n . 

It will be observed by the le tte r that h e was not certain of the co rrect 
address and as the lett e r was not de live r ed it was sent to the Dead Letter 
Office and later r e turned to Jefferson (note P . 0. Dead Letter can cel). 
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HISTORY OF THE "FREE FRANKING " OF MAIL IN THE U. s. 

Descriptions of Franks Illustrated 
PLATE B 

Cover #l JAJ\1ES MADISON-Franked while a m ember of Continental Congress, 
1774-1779, and postmarked (Philadelphia). 

<Jover # 2 JAMES MADISON-Franked while President of the United States 1809-
181 7, postmarked (Wash., D. C.), and addressed entirely in his own 
hand writing. 

Cove r #3 JAMES MADISON- Franked "Free James Madi son" while in private lite. 
Note the marked change in his signature. The cover was addressed by 
his wife , Dolly Madison , and bears his private wax seal on reverse side 
(J. M . ) . 

Uover # 4 JAMES MONROE-Franked "Free Jas. Monroe" while serving in the 
Senate. The cover bears an unusual straight-line postmark, "Williams­
burg, April 25-1794," and is entirely in his own handwriting, addressed 
to Henry Tagewell , who was Chief Justice of the High Court, U. S. Senator, 
and President Pro-Tempore of the Senate. It might be observed t hat the 
cover was sent to Williamsburg but forward ed to Ri chmond. 

<;over #5 JAMES MONROE-Franked "Dept. of War , Jas . Monroe," entire ly in his 
own handwriting. He served as Secretary of War in the Cabinet of Presi­
d ent James Madison . 
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VI COLLE C TOR S CLUB PHIL A TELIST 
HISTORY OF THE " :B"'REE FRANKIN G " OF M AIL IN THE U. S. 

Descriptions of Franks Illustrated 
PLATE C 

Cover # l JOHN QUINCY ADAMS-Franked " J . Q. A da m s" while P residen t ( 1 825 -
1 8 29) and h as his persona l seal on t h e back . It is w r i tten on a sh eet of 
heavy gray pa pe r . 

Cover # 2 

Cover # 3 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS-Franked "J. Q . A da m s" while Secr et a ry of Sta t e 
in the Cabine t of President J a m es Monroe (18 1 9), entirely in his own 
handwritin g with his persona l seal on t h e r ever se . This cover is s imila r 
to one illus tra t ed (#2 on P late 21 ) in my book , but it will be observed 
that he s ig n ed his name in the lower left corne r of the en velope instead 
of the cu stomary u pper right. 

JOHN QU INCY ADAMS- Franked " Navy D epartment, J . Q . Adams." This 
is an u n usual frank a s h e n ever served in the capacity of Secre tary of the 
Navy. A printed notice of th e Navy Dept. is attached to the a ddressed 
sh eet, dated May 2 9 , 1819 , at which time h e was Secretary of State in t he 
Cabine t of Pres ident J ames Monroe . T h e cover is a ddr essed to John 
Carlton , Sailing M',aster, U . S. Sh ip Ontario , N . Y . It was probably a n im­
portan t notice and h e franked it d u ring the absen ce of the Secre tary of 
the Navy and his a ssis t a nts at that tim e. (The old boy was certainly on 
t h e job while perhaps the others w ere otherwise bus ily occupied- possibly 
fishing-E. S. ). 

Cover # 4 JOHN QUINCY ADAMS-Franked " J . Q . Adams" whil e in private life, 
dated 1 83 8, a nd a ddressed entire ly in his own handwritin g. Postm a rked 
(Washington ) D. C., in r ed. 

Cover # 5 JOHN QUINCY ADAMS-Franked " J . Q . Ad a m s," sam e period as cover 
# 4, but pos tmark is in g r een . 

Cover # 6 JOHN QUINCY ADAMS- F rank ed "J. Q . Adams". Da t ed a bout 1834, 
addressed en t irely in hi s ow n h a ndw ri t in g to Ch arles F . A da m s, who was 
Minis te r t o E n g lan d , 186 1-1 8 6 8, a nd postmark ed ( Phil a de lphia) in r ed. 
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VIII COLLECTORS CLUB PHIL A TELIST 
HISTORY OF THE ''FREE FRANKI NG'' OF MAIL I T THE u. s. 

Description of Franks Illustrated 
PLATED 

Cover #l JOHN QUINCY ADAMS- Franked " J. Q. Adams" while a Member of Con­
gress durin g the administration of President James K. Polk. The letter 
is dated March 3, 1847 and was written by Mr. Wm . A. Seaver to his wife. 
H e r efers to t he envelope being franked by Mr. Adams and requests her 
to save it as an a u tograph memento. He also states that he is sending 
Willie a letter directed and franked by Daniel Webster, U. S. Senator, as 
shown on this plate . The letter is of extrem e in terest. A complete copy 
follows-

Letter #2 Washingto n , March 3, 1847. 
My d ear es t Wife, 

Today in company with Senator Dickinson I h ave been to see the 
Presiden t. Being introduced by a Senator, I had (with Mr. D.) a 
"private audience", or in other words , a li tt le quiet chat with his 
Excell ency, and be was very agreeable-quite a clever fellow. 

This afternoon I have been mostly in the Senate, when many 
brilliant things have been said. To-night both houses will in all 
probability sit a ll night, and so shall I to see how it ends. Since 
yesterday afternoon Senator Hannegan and Gen. Houston have had 
me in charge and treated me like a brother . Gen. H. has almost devoted 
himself to m e. I shall have a great deal to te ll you when I get home. 
I shall start to-morrow. Read this to the folks, and save Mr. Adams' 
frank as an autograph. I send Willie a lette r directed and franked by 
Mr. Webster. 

Ever Yours, 

Wm . A. Seaver. 

Cover #3 DANIEL WEBSTER- Franked while U. S. Senator, addressed to Master 
Wm. H. Seaver , referred to in the above lett er as "Willie''. 

Letter # 4. The letter which was en closed in Cover # 3 to " Willie", sent to him by his 
father while in Washington. H e instructs his son to put away the franked 
envelope as a little curiosity. A comple te transcription is as follows-

Washington, D. C. 
March 3 - 18 4 7. 

My d ear Son, 

I write this to tell you that the most e loquent Senator of the 
United States has just g iven m e a n envelope frank ed in his own ha nd­
writing, which you will of co urse put away t o k eep as a little curiosity. 

Master Wm. H . Seaver 
Batavia 

Your affectio nate fath er 

Wm. A. Seaver 

I consider t hese two franks and letters amo ng the most inter esting items 
in my co ll ection . Almost one hundred years ago Mr . Seaver, wrote these 
letters to his wife and son and instructed them to save the enve lopes due 
to the fact t hat they were franked by J. Q. Adams and Daniel Webster. 
As can be observed by t h e illustr ations, th ey a re in the fin est state of 
preserva tion . 
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x COLLECTORS CLUB PHILdTELIST 
HISTORY OF 'fHE "FREE FRANKING" OF MAIL IN THE U. s. 

Description of Franks Illustrated 
PLATE E 

Cover #l ANDRE'V JACJ{SON-Franked "Free A. Jackson" , dated Washington 
Oct. 8, 1823, while U. S. Senator. This is unusu a l and of extr eme interest 
due to the fact it is the first frank that has ever come to my notice simply 
signed "A. J ackson". All others in my collection and those that I have 
seen from time to time are franked with the full name "Andrew Jackson" . 

Cover # 2 ANDRE'\V JAOI\:SON-Fr anked "Free Andrew J ackson" and addressed 
to Doctor Lindsley, President of Nashville University, T ennessee, in his 
own handwriting and while President. This cover is similar to # 5 on Plate 
5 in my book, but this is of larger size and shows th e usual full signature. 

Cover #3 MARTIN VAN BUREN-Frank ed "Free M. Van Buren" while President, 
and entir e ly in his own h andwriting . 

Cover # 4 MAR'l.'IN VAN BUREN- Franked "M. Van Buren" while Secretary of 
State in the cab inet of Andrew Jack son (1829 -1 837. The cover is addressed 
to Joseph Story, Judge (Justice) of the Supreme Court of the U. S. , ap­
pointed by President James Madison . 

Cover # 5 MARTIN VAN BUREN- Franked "Free M. Van Buren" while in private 
life (about 1 8 45 ) , a ddressed entirely in his own h andwritin g and post­
marked in blue (Kinderhook, N. Y ., where h e was born a nd died ). 

Cover # 6 MAR'l.'IN VAN BUREN-Fr a nked "Free M. Van Buren" similar to cover 
#5 but postmarked in r ed. 
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XII COLLECTORS CLUB PHI LA T EL IST 
HISTORY OF THE "FREE FRAKKTNG " OF MAIL IN THE u. S. 

Descriptions of Franks Illustrated 
PLATE F 

Cover # l MARTIN VAN BUREN-Franked "Free M. Van Buren" while in private 
life, ad dressed entir e ly in his own handwriting, dated Aug. 15, 1 843, a nd 
postmarked ( Saratoga Springs, N. Y.) in blue. 

Cove r # 2 MARTIN VAN BUREN- Franked " Free M. Van Buren " while in private 
life, addressed entirely in his own h a ndwriting a nd postmark ed (New 
York) in r ed . 

Cover #3 MARTIN VAN BUREN- Franked " Free M. Van Bure n " while in private 
life, addressed entire ly in his own handwriting to his so n at Washington. 
It is postmarked Philadelphia and bears a Boyd 's City Express Post 2c 
local stamp tied by the pos tmark. 

Cover #4 JOHN TYLER---Franked "J. Tyler" while President, dated a bout 1 845, 
and addressed to Alexander Gardiner, his brother -in-la w. 

Cover #5 

Cover # 6 

JOHN TYLER-Franked "J. Tyle r " while in private life. Addressed 
a nd with letter attached written and dated April 7 , 1 859 by Julia Gardiner, 
his second wife . It was written from Sherwood Forest and refers to h er 
child who was convalescing, and also about a conte mpla t ed visit to Rich­
mond by the President and herself. It a lso bears her priva t e seal on the 
r everse. 

JOHN TYLER-Fr anked "J. T yler" while in private life and dated April 
13, 185 8. Apparently Mr. Spaulding wrote r eq u est in g an a utograp h and 
enclosed an enve lope, with stamp attach ed , for a r ep ly. Mr. Tyler eviden tly 
granted his r equ est by sending a lett er, THE STAMP WHICH W AS ON 
THE ENVELOPE WAS REMOVED and free fra nked " J. T y ler". This is 
both an interesting a nd a musing ite m (who knows perhaps the President 
might have been a stamp collect or . E. S.) 
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HISTORY OF 'fHE "FREE FRANKING" OF MAIL IN THE U. S. 

Descriptions of Franks Illustrated 
PLATE G 

It was my good fortune to acqu ire , through a surv1vrng member of 
the Tyler family, a consi derabl e number of the Free Franked Envelopes of 
John Tyler- both while President a nd in private life. These franks were 
attached to valued personal letters which were r etained by the family. 
It was indeed a very kind privilege on their part to allow me to a dd these 
envelopes to my collection. ote with particular attention that all of these 
cov ers are addressed to the various m embers 'of the T yler family. 

JOHN TYLER- Franked "J. Tyler" while Pres iden t , dated about 1845, 
and addressed to Alexander Gardiner, hi s brother-in-l a w. 

JOHN TYLE~Franked "J. Tyler" whil e President, dated about 1845 , and 
addressed to Mrs. David Gardin er , his mother-in-law. 

JOHN TYLER-Franked "J. Tyler " while in private life, addressed 
entirely in his own handwriting and postmarked (Hampton, Va.). 

JOHN TYLER-Frank ed " J . Tyler" while in private life. The letter at­
tached is dated Sept. 8 , 1847, and was written to Mrs. David Gardiner (his 
mother-in-law) , and s igned by Julia Gardiner Tyle r , his second wife. 

JOHN TYLER-Franked "J. Tyler" while in private life, postmarked 
(Baltimore, Md.), and addressed to Col. David L . Gardiner, his brother-in­
law. 

JOHN 'l"YL.E~Franked "J. Tyler" whil e in private life, postmarked 
(Hampton, Va . ) and a ddressed to Mrs. David Gardiner, his mother-in-law. 

JOHN TYLER- Fra nked " J. Tyler" while in private life, postmarked 
(Richmond, Va.) with the word "way" in manuscript. This letter in all 
probability was dispatched from Ri chmond , Va ., to Staten Island, N . Y., 
by boat. Mrs. Margaret G. Beeckman, to whom it is addressed, was his 
sister-in-law. 
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HISTORY OF 'rHE ''FREE FRANKING'' OF MAIL IN TH~: lJ . K 

Descriptions of Franks Illustrated 
PLATE H 

Cover #l JOHN TYLER-Franked " J . Tyler" while in private life, dated 1847 , and 
addressed entirely in his own handwriting, postmarked on the cover 
(Norfolk, Va., a nd Steamboat). It undoubtedly travelled by boat from 
Norfolk to Staten Islan d , N . Y. 

Cover # 2 JOHN TYLER-Franked " J . T y ler" while in private life and very s imilar 
to cover #1. 

Cover #3 JOHN TYLER-Franked "J. Tyler " while in private life and similar to 
covers 1 and 2 but postmarked (Richmond, Va.). 

Note-All of the above 3 covers are addressed to Mrs. David Gardiner, his 
mother-in-law. 

Cover # 4 JAMES K. POLl\:- Franked "Free J. K. Polk" while member of Congress, 
dated Dec. 17 , 18 3 8, and addressed entirely in his own handwriting. Post­
marked (Washington, D . C.) . 
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HISTORY OF THE "FREE FRANKING" OF MAIL IN THE U. S. 

Descriptions of Franks Illustrated 
PLATE I 

Cover # l ZACHARY TAYLOR-Franked "Free Z. T aylor" while President, dated 
Sept. 17, 1849. I obtained this superb cover from a relative of Mrs. Sarah 
E. Kere, to whom it was a ddressed. Her fami ly happened to be very close 
friends of the Presidents'. The cover was franked from the White House, 
where she was staying as a guest of the President. It is a smaJl-size ladies 
correspondence envelope with pressed fancy Border. 

Cover # 2 ZACHARY 'l'AYLOR-Franked "Z. T aylor" while President, dated 1849, 
an d addressed e ntire ly in his own h a ndwriting, with his p ersonal seal on 
the back. 

Cover # 3 ZACHARY TAYLOR-Franked " Z. Taylor" while President, and post­
marked (Niagara Falls, N. Y.) where h e was convalescing. The attached 
letter is dated Sept. 4, 1849 , a nd was written and signed by R. C. Dodd in 
behalf of the President. It refers to him as being much prostrated by 
disease. Taylor died ten months later while in office. ' 

Cover # 4 ZACHARY 'IAYLO Franked " Z. Taylor, Majr. 7th. Infy." dated Dec. 
27, 1 814 , during the Indian Wars , and addressed entirely in his own 
handwriting. 

Cover # 5 ZACHARY TAYLOR- Franked "Z. Taylor" about 1847, during the 
Mexican War, at which time he held the rank of Major General. It is 
postmarked (Bait. Md.) in blue. 
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xx C O LLEC TOR S CLU B PHI LA T EL IS T 
HISTORY OF THE " FREE FRAN KING" OF M ATLIN THE U. S. 

Descriptions of Franks Ill us tr a ted 
PLATE J 

Cover #l MILLARD F I L L MOR E - Franked " M. Fillmor e" w hil e Presid en t, dated 
Ma r ch , 1 85 1. Postm a rked (Washington , D. C. ) in r ed a nd a ddressed 
e n tir e ly in his own h a ndwriting. 

Cover # 2 MILLARD F ILLMORE- Fra nk ed " M. F illmor e" while President, post­
m a rked (W ashington , D . C. ) in r ed , da t ed A u g. 7 , 1 850; a bout one mont h 
a fte r h e took offi ce. 

Cover #3 MILLARD F ILLMORE- Franked "Free M. Fi ll m or e V . P ." while Vice 
Preside n t und er Zachary Taylor, pos tmarked ( Buffa lo, N. Y. ) in blue, and 
a ddressed entir ely in his own h a ndwriting. 

Cove r # 4 l\flLLARD FILLMORE- Fra nk ed " M. Fill mor e" while in priva te life, 
postm a rked (B u ffa lo , N . Y . ) in blue a nd a ddressed entire ly in his own 
handwriting . 

Cover # 5 MILLARD F ILL !OR E-Franked "Fr ee M. F illmor e" w hil e in private 
life, da t ed Oct. 5, 1860 , postm ark ed ( ew York ), a nd a ddressed en ti r e ly 
in his own han d writi ng . 

Cover # 6 l\ilLLARD FILLMORE- F ranked " Free M. F ill more, M. C." while h e was 
a m em be r of Congr ess in 1837, du ring t he administr ation of P r esident 
Ma rtin Van Bur en . Postm ark ed (B uffa lo, N. Y . ) , and a dd r essed e n tire ly 
in his ow n h a ndwr it in g. 
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XXII C O LLECT OR S CLU B PH ILA T EL IST 
HISTORY OF THE "FREE F RA KING " OF MAIL I 'fHE U. S. 

Descriptions of Franks Illustrated 
PLATE I\: 

Cover # l MILLARD FILLMORE--F rank ed " M. Fillmore , M. C." sam e as Cover 6 
on Pla t e J , w i th letter a t tach ed w ritten entirely in h is ow n h a ndw riting 
and dated Jul y 2 6, 1 837. 

Cover # 2 

Cover # 3 

MILLARD FILLMORE- Fra nked " Free Milla rd Fillmore" a nd inscribed 
" Ex. President of U. S.", entirely in his own h andwriting and pos tma rked 
( B oston ). Ther e a r e t wo inte r esting features in connection with this 
cover . First- This is t h e only fra nk that ever cam e t o m y notice wher e h e 
a pplied his firs t n a m e in full , a nd secondly-this is one of the very r a r e 
ins t a n ces where a Presiden t while in priva t e life a pplied " Ex. Pres t 
of U . S." t o a fr ank . Anot h e r ins tance of this n a ture was r ecorded in 
" His tory of t h e ' F ree F ranking of Ma il in th e United S tates ' ", Fra nk No . 
10 on Pla t e 10 (Andrew Johnson) . 

FRANKLIN PIERCE- Franked " Franklin Pie rce" whil e in private life 
and vacationin g in t h e Ba h a m as , B . W . I. , da ted Ma r ch 17 , 1 860 , and 
a ddressed en ti r ely in hi s own ha ndwriting to Col. J. D. Hoover , W ashing ton , 
D . C. Mr. Pierce franked the wra pper befor e r eali zing it was value less in a 
for eig n co u ntry. H e t h er eupon a ffixed a p enny Englis h stam p in u se a t 
t ha t tim e o n th e I sla nd. On r eceipt of t h e n ewspaper Col. H oover 
forwa rded t he w r a pper t o a fri end with the following n otation-

Dr. Mac . 
You a sked me for Gen . P ier ce's a u togr a ph. H er e it is. I may 

if you d es ire i t be a ble t o g ive you a le t ter . 
Yr . Frd. 

J . D. H oover 

It will be observed that th e da te of this letter is Ma r ch 1 7-"St. P a t r icks 
Day." I h ave b een in fo rmed t hat i t was his cu stom to s pend his vacation 
during tha t period in t h e West Indies . 
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1 ;over #l 

H ISTORY OF THE "FREE FRANKL G" OF MAIL IN THE u. S. 

Descriptions of Franks Illustrated 
PLATE L 

FRANIUJIN PIERCE- Fra nked " Free Franklin Pier ce" while President, 
postm a rked in black (W ashington , D. C. ) wi t h t h e p residen t ia l seal on t h e 
back . The featu re of t hi s cove r is t h e unusu a l s ize.. It m ea sures 9 %, " by 
6 %, " . This is the largest fra nked envelope known to m e. 

Cover # 2 FRANKLIN PIERCE- Franked " Franklin Pie r ce" while in priva t e life , 
postm a rked (And over , Ma ss.), dated Dec. 28, 1 8 60 , and written entirely 
in his own h andwriting. 

Cover # 3 FRANKLIN PIERCE- Franked "Franklin Pie rce" while in priva te life 
(about 1 8 60 ). pos tma rked (Boston, Mass.) in r ed, a nd written entire ly in 
his own handwriting. 
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XXVI COLLECTORS CLUB PHIL ATE LlST 
Cover #l 

Cover #2 

Cover # 3 

Cover # 4 

Cover #5 

Cover # 6 

HISTORY OF THE "FREE FRANKING" OF MAIL IN THE U. S. 

Descriptions of Franks Illustrated 
PLATE M 

JAMES BUCHANAN- Franked "Free J ames Buchanan" while a member 
of Congress durin g the a dministr ation of J ames Monroe (about 1824), and 
postmarked (Washington City) in r ed , addressed en tirely in his own hand­
writing. 

JAMES BUCHANAN- Franked " Free J ames Buch a n a n" w hil e U . S. 
Sen ator during t h e a dministration of President J ohn Tyler . Dated Jany. 
20 , 1844 , and postmarked (Lancaster, Pa.) in black-entirely in his own 
handwriting. 

JAl\'IES BUCHANAN- Franked "Free James Buchanan" while a m ember 
of Congress during th e administration of President Andrew Jackson. 
L etter attached written about 1 829 and addressed to Commodore John B . 
Nicolson , who was connect ed with the Navy Dept. He was an intimate 
friend of Washington Irving, who n icknamed him "Jovial Jack Nicolson". 

JAMES BUCHANAN- Franked " Free J a m es Buchanan" whil e a m ember 
of Congress durin g the administration of President Andrew Jackson , dated 
August 1836, and postmarked (Bedford, Pa.) . This is where h e lived. 
It is entirely in his own handwriting. 

JAMES BUCHANAN- Fra nked "Free J a m es Buch anan." Same descrip­
tion as cover # 4 , but postmarked (Lancaster, Pa.) in r ed . 

AB RAHAM LINCOLN-Franked "A. Lincoln " while President, postmarked 
(Washington, D. C.) in black , and a ddressed entirely in his own h and-
writing. 

Cover # 7 AB RAHAM LINCOLN- Franked "Fr ee A. Lincoln , M. C." while member 
of Congress, postmarked in black (Sprin gfield , Ill. ). This is where h e 
practiced law, a nd the cover is a ddressed entirely in his own handwriting. 
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HISTORY OF THE "FREE FRANKING" OF MAIL IN THE U. S. 

Descriptions of Franks Illustrated 
PLATE N 

Cover '!f l ANDREW JOHNSON- Franked "Free Andrew Johnson, U. S. S." while 
United States Senator, addressed entirely in his own handwriting and post­
marked (Greenville, Tenn.) in black. 

Cover # 2 

Cover # 3 

ANDREW JOHNSON-Franked 
closed dated March 15, 18 61. 
written and signed by his son 
franked for his father . 

"Andrew Johnson U. S. S." Letter en­
Both this cover and le tter were fully 

who very frequently wrote letters and 

ANDREW JOHNSON-Franked "Andrew Johnson." This cover was a uto­
graphed by Andrew Johnson in 1869 as a special favor to a runne r in the 
Senate. It was preserved for 6 7 years and was presented to me personally 
by this runner in 1936. The envelope u sed was printed "Public Docu­
ment" and "Free" in the upper left, and "U. S. S." (United States Senate) 
in the upper right. 

Cover # 4 ANDRE\ V JOHNSON- Franked "Free Andrew Johnson, U. S. S." while a 
United States Senator, addressed entirely in his own handwriting and post­
marked (Washington, D. C.). 
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HISTORY OF THE "FREE FRANKING " OF MAIL IN THE U. S. 

Descriptions of Franks Illustrated 
PLATE 0 

WILLIAM H . TAFT 

Known Free Franked envelopes of William H. Taft are extr emely 
rare. Those which exist w ere autographs by s pecial favor , similar to the 
one illustrated in my book (Cover # 2, Plate 12). 

It w a s th e desire of James S. Brownell , Postmaster of Woodstock , 
to acq uire on e for his co llection of Free Franks a nd th e following is a copy 
of his letter to Mr . Taft. 

Judge Wm. H. Taft 
Washingto n , D. C. 

My dear Mr. T a ft-

Woodstock, Vermont 2d. C. 
May, 10 , 1924 

This office h as a co llection of Postal Fra nks of Presidents and Presi­
dents' wives. These with other postal features are u sed in our educa­
tion campaign. 

It would g ive m e g r eat pleasure to a dd your frank to this coll ection. 
These a r e being framed and are wh ere the gen eral public can view 
them. The oldest that I now have is the one of Dolly Madison. It is 
a feature that a dds inter es t to th e educa tion a l ones and will be very 
h elpful in thi s way. 

Trustin g that you will be able to suggest some one that might 
have an e nve lope with your fr a nk , that it would be possible for m e to 
obtain , I am 

Since r ely Yours 

Jam es S. Browne ll 
Postmaste r, Woodstock, Vt. 

Letter # 1 Taft's r e ply to Postmaster Brownell was as follows : 

Cover # 2 

May 14 , 1924 
My dear Sir: 

I h ave no posta l frank , n o r has Mrs. T a ft. I be lieve franks do 
not go lo the wiv es of the Pres idents until they become widows, and 
I am not anxious to hasten that day. 

Sincerely yo u rs , 
Wm . H. Taft 

\VARR EN G. HARDI ' G-Franked "W. G. H arding," while U. S. Senator. 
The envelope is similar to on e illustrated in my book (Cove r # 4 on 
plate 1 2) . However the one in my book was autographed by Mr. Harding 
whe reas the o ne on Plate 0 bears a stencil, or facsimile, signature. 



OOLL E OTOR S O LU B PHIL A T E LIST XXXI 
Q 

PRESIDENTIAL FRANKS 

ltay H, 1924 , 

y dear Si r : 

I ~ ave no roetal fra.'lk , nor hae 1'r1 . Taft . I boli ev1 frll!lke 

do "not i O to t e wive1 o! t lte freo1.donte untU thoy beco• widon, 111d 

I e not anxio a to hasten that day. 

, 

Since,..ely vo\ln, 

Wr . c. s. Speaker. 

Li sbon, 

Ohio. 

PLA 'l ' F. 0 . 










