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CREC MANNING 
OUR SPECIAL TY IS BUYINC 
DIRECTLY FROM THE COLLECTOR 

We long ago realized that to be re- in the market. We hold major stamp 
sponsive to collectors who wished to auctions in both of the world's phllatellc 
sell, we needed to be able to buy a wide market centers - London and New 
range of stamps. Stamps from all geo- York. Our dealings in Australia are 
graphic areas - classics, 20th century, continuous. And we sell extensively to 
wholesale quantities, or single items major European buyers. 
of importance. When we are asked to buy a collection 

we are able to pay top market price for 
But to buy all kinds of stamps for everything of value in it, not for just a 

really top prices we needed to know few hot countries or the key Items. 
that we could effectively sell what we As specialists in buying directly from 
bought. the collector we understand that when 

So over the years we have refined the time comes to sell your stamps you 
our ability to market all different kinds want to sell them all. Promptly. For 
of stamps and bulky collections, @ cash. Without haggling. And 
select rarities investment ._ most of all - for a fair price 
holdings specialist's studies. _ for your entire collection. 

' -71' So when you need a 
Wherever in the world stamp buyer call us--

fine stamps can be bought are the specialists at 
or sold advantageously, buying directly from 
Manning will be active the collector. 

~~I-~~~~-~~~~:!~!5CREC ~s~ I MAIL To, GREG MANNING I 0 
I 128 PASSAIC AVENUE . FAIRFIELD, H.J . 07008 I 

! ~-:.::~·-··---- .. ·~--"· .... ,'° .... ,_!MANNING 
!=. ! CO. INC. 
I ""' 1 128 PASSAIC AVENUE 
!_:::::_ ____________________ J FAIRRELD, N.J. 07006 

(201 ) 228-5400 

~ 1979 GREG MANNING & CO 
.• INC. 
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Buenos Ayres 

To be sold 
at our Auction 

October 1979! 

The most important holding of the stamps of Buenos Aires , the "Corona Collection ," 
ranks as the greatest in the world when it comes to the " Los Barquitos" and " Liberty Heads." 

The cream from such famed collections as Ferrari , Caspary , Hind, Lichtenstein , Burrus, 
Boyd-Dale, etc. is contained in this superb aggregation. No auctioneer has until now, ever 
been able to present such a concentrated and superior offering of the stamps of Buenos 
Aires. We are breaking up this unique collection to launch our super Autumn Sale '79. 

Highlighting the " Corona-Collection" is the unique tete-beche pair of 1 Peso " Los 
Barquitos" which came from the Caspary collection , and the many beautiful and unique 
covers which will appeal to specialists because of their eminent !rankings. The mint section 
is equally impressive, containing the horizontal sheet corner pair of Cinco-Peso. Too, the 
Liberty Head issues are represented by some of the largest unused blocks known . And , 
among the extraordinarily rare cancellations , some are on entire letters. 

We believe, as do many others , that the issues of Buenos Aires are among the most 
underestimated rarities of the world. Although it is a fact that philatelic property which seldom 
goes on sale tends to lag in the price structure , this will remain so. Economic development in 
South America is attracting new groups of buyers and, in the not too distant future , this area 
of philately will experience a huge renaissance . 

Recent realizations for Peru , Chile , Brazil and Mexico already show that the collector 
will pay top prices for top material from South and Central American areas and that this 
irresistable sphere of philately has not yet peaked. 

When the prized items of the "Corona-Collection" come under the hammer, bidders will 
realize that prices which appear high today, may be quickly overtaken tomorrow. The 
remarkable items from this collection once sold will be almost impossible to secure a second 
time at any price. 

That the "Corona-Collection" contains the best of what was available in past decades is 
totally guaranteed by the integrity of the philatelist who built this truly magnificent collection . 

EDGAR MOHRMANN & CO. 
- a premier address in philatelic matters -
Grober Burstah 19, 0-2000 Hamburg 11 

Tel. : (040) 36 41 51 I 52 

If you wish to receive our catalog , please send us $5 to cover airmail. 
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The very least we can do 
is offer you the most. 

After all the years of work, 
attention and care you've put into 
your collection, it's no wonder 
you're a little apprehensive at the 
thought of disposing of your 
holdings. 

"How much are my stamps 
really worth?" 

"How do I know I'm getting 
the best possible offer?" 

Earl P. L. Apfelbaum, Inc . has 
been answering questions like 
these since 1930. 

All appraising, lotting and 

describing is done on our 
premises by our staff of inter­
national philatelic experts. With 
the aid of one of the world's 
largest reference libraries and 
up-to- the-minute, world-wide 
price data , we are able to give 
you the fairest, most accurate 
evaluation possible. 

We can arrange for a cash 
purchase, a public auction, or 
private sale at a 
reasonable 
commission. 

Ship your collection to us and 
we'll evaluate it free of charge. 
Or send us a description of your 
material and we'll contact you . If 
your holdings are of substantial 
value, we will arrange for one of 
our traveling representatives to 
consult with you in your own 
office or home. 

Put your mind at ease ._ One of 
America's oldest and largest 
stamp firms stands ready to assist 
you, no matter what your 
philatelic needs. 

~-..... 

UU9 John F. Kcmu.•d\ llhd. 
Philadt.' lphiu . PA. 1910.'\ 

(215) 567· 5200 

Inc. 
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WANTED 

IMPORTANT GENERAL COLLECTIONS 

SINGLE RARITIES 

as well as 

BIG SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS 

either for cash purchase 

or to be broken up for our next international auction sale 

for which we are going to prepare again our famous 27 ,000 

catalogues 

Please get in touch with 

CORINPHILA 8023 ZURICH (Switzerland) 
P.0.8. 

Babohofstrasse 102 
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The lengths our experts 
will go to to meet senous 
collectors. 

They're coming from London's world-famous 
Stallley Gibbons, and they'll be in these places, 
on these dates: 

San Francisco: Oct. 2nd Los Angeles: Oct. 5th & 6th 

Denver: Oct. 9th & 10th Chicago: Oct. 12th & 13th 

St. Louis: Oct.16th & 17th Houston: Oct.19th & 20th 

New Orleans: Oct.22nd & 23rd New York: Oct. 30th & 31st 

Our philatelic experts would like to meet 
you if you're interested in selling a good 
collection or individual rare items. They will 
also have stocks from London for serious 
collectors who wish to buy. 

Get in touch now so that appointments 
can be made, particularly for special viewing 
arrangements of important properties. 

Write airmail: 

.;.:I · The Rare Stamp Director, 

U Stanley Gibbons Ltd. 
,,,:·::;::·.~·;:~-:;.·;~, 391 Strand, London WC2R OLX, England. 
"":..::~'.~;;:;,"" Tel: 01-836 8444 Telex: 28883 

A full philatelic service is available throu gh our American company: 
Gibbons (Philatelists ), 1270 Avenue of the Americas, Suite 2906, New York C ity, New York, I0020,Te l: 212 582 0165 Telex: 96773 
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" For anything worth having one must pay the price." 

When selling your collec­
tion, call Andrew Levitt. 
He's constantly seeking fine 
stamps and covers, and he's 
willing to pay the price to 
obtain them. 

- John Burroughs 

ANDREW LEVITT, INC. 
' 'A merica's leading buyer of specialty collections ." 

(203) 743-2016 

Box 342 Danbury, Connecticut 06810 
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THE INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED 
MINKUS NEW WORLD WIDE 

ST AMP CATALOGS 
VOLUME TWO: 1978-1979 

Now in TWO Convenient Parts! 
Thoroughly revised and enlarged, this latest, 
most completely updated edition of the popular 
New World Wide Stamp Catalog in now pub­
lished in two separate parts. Each contains over 
1,000 pages bound in an attractive , durable, 
flexible cover and fully indexed. This authorita­
tive reference covers Europe, Colonies and For­
mer Colonies, Occupations, Special Zones, and 
Vat ican . Over 26,000 clear illustrations are pro­
vided for easy identification, and technical infor­
mation is concise and easily understandable. 
More than 100,000 price changes and new en­
tries make both parts a must to have for any 
Europe collector! 
VOLUME TWO - Part I: 

Austria-Hungary (1126 pgs.) 17.50 
VOLUME TWO - Part II: 

Iceland-Yugoslavia (1018 pgs.) .. ..... 17.50 

And, the Companion Volume 

VOLUME ONE: 1977-1978 
Now in THREE Convenient Parts 

This greatly expanded, comprehensive edition offers the general collector greater convenience and more 
economy than ever before! Now in three separate parts, the collector can more quickly locate and identify 
his stamps. Over 105,000 entries reflect prices based on today's market averages, and more than 27,500 
sharp illustrations make identification easier than ever! The simplified chronological numbering system 
makes the catalog very easy to use. Helpful historical and geographical information is given for each 
country, indepth coverage of varieties is provided throughout, and key types and watermarks are clearly 
illustratred. 
VOLUME ONE - Part I : British Commonwealth & Ireland (800 pgs.) ...... .. ... ... .. ... ........ .... ...... 11.95 
VOLUME ONE - Part II: Free Asia & Africa (832 pgs.) ..... .... ... ...... ..... .. ..... .... ............ ....... ......... 11 .95 
VOLUME ONE - Part Ill: Latin America (688 pgs.) ... .. ..... ... .... ...... ... .. .... .... .... .... ... ... ... ... ... ... .. .... .. 9.95 

(Part Ill SOLD OUT! - Reprint: Spring 1979) 

. . . ALL FROM MINKUS, THE CREATIVE PUBLISHER 

All merchandise available at leading dealers across the nation and the stamp & coin department of these fine stores : 

ATLANTA-Rich's PITISBURGH-Kaufmann's 

BOSTON-.Jordan Marsh 

CHEVY CHASE-Woodward & Lathrop 

CHICAGO-Marshall Field & Co. 

CINCINNATI-Pogue' a 

CLEVELAND-The Hlghbee Co. 

COLUMBUS-Lazarus 

DENVER-May-D & F Co. 

DETROIT-J. L Hudson 

GARDEN CITY, N.Y.-Glmbela 

HARTFORD-G. Fox 

HOUSTON-Foley's 

MILWAUKEE, WISC.-Glmbela 

NEW YORK-Glmbela, Glmbela East 

OAKBROOK, ILL-Marshall Field & Co. 

PARAMUS, N.J.-Glmbela 

PHILADELPHIA-John Wanamaker 

PORTLAND-Meler & Frank 

RICHMOND-Thalhlmer 'a 

ROCHESTER-Sibley's 

SAN ANTONIO-Joaka'a of Texas 

SAN FRANCISCO-The Emporium 

SANTA ANA, CA.-Bullock's 

SEA TILE-The Bon Marche 

SHERMAN OAKS, CA.-Bullock's 

SKOKIE, ILL.-Marahall Field & Co. 

ST. LOUIS, MO.-The Famous Barr 

TORRENCE, CA. (Del Amo)-Bulllock's 

TOWSON, MD.-Hutzler'a 

VALLEY STREAM, N.Y.-Glmbel1 

WASHINGTON-Woodward & Lathrop 

WESTCHESTER, N.Y.-Glmbela 
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The we/I-known French dealer 

Bernard BEHR 

announces 

his 19th NET PRICE SALE 
with CLASSIC ST AMPS of 

FRANCE - COLONIES - specialised MOROCCO 
EUROPE - OTHER COUNTRIES SUCH AS PERU 

Just write and ask for the free catalogue 

26 Avenue de l'Opera 
PARIS - FRANCE 
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SCOTT'S 
Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue 

The 1980 Edition 

Avai lable from your Dealer 
or from Scott Publish ing Co. 

3 East 57th St ., N.Y., N.Y., 10022 

.. . the Authority 

------

= ·s· · · · = ·c· ···=·a····= ·T· · · · = ·T· ···=fit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •...••....•.••••.............. 
Serving collectors since 1863. 
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THE AUCTION OF THE YEAR 
$5 + millions worth of stamps and philatelic treasures 

will be sold to the highest bidders at the 

ZURICH INTERNATIONAL HOTEL, 24-28 SEPTEMBER 1979 

The "ALL WORLD" offer is highlighted by 

GREAT BRITAIN AND BRITISH COMMONWEALTH 
Possibly the most comprehensive and valuable section of this area ever offered in a 
single auction 

SCANDINAVIA with magnificent NORWAY, FINLAND, ICELAND, DENMARK 

FAR EAST with specialised MONGOLIA, NEPAL, THAILAND, CHINA 

NEAR EAST with strong ISRAEL, PALESTINE, SAUDI-ARABIA, EGYPT 

EUROPE with exceptional FRANCE, ITALY and SWITZERLAND 

also USA, AIRMAILS, ZEPPELINS, ROCKETPOSTS, OLYMPICS and a great 
variety of collections and mixed lots. 

Our luxury 600-page catalogue with 24 colour plates is available free on request to 
all serious collectors and dealers. Please enclose $15 to cover airmail postage costs 
(weight 4 lbs.) 
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Sotheby Parke Bernet __ _ 
Stamp Auction Co. 

Auction: Tuesday & Wednesday, October 9and10at10:45 am and 1:30 pm 
each day at Sotheby Parke Bernet, 980 Madison Avenue, New York 

IMPORTANT UNITED STATES POSTAGE STAMPS 
AND POSTAL HISTORY 
An important United States sale featuring an exceptional mint block of four collection including the 
1893 $2.00 Columbian. 1895 $2.00 Bureau issue, 1918 $2.00 Franklin Head and others. 19th Century 
classics are strong in stamps and postal history, wi th notable sections of 1847 issues, a portion of the 
Len J. Mason collection of 1855-59 10¢ issues and 1869 Pictorial issues. Other highlights include 
exceptional quality mint singles of all periods. many with Philatelic Foundation certificates and an 
outstanding mint example of the 1 ¢ Pan-American inverted center. 

On view : Saturday, October 6 and Monday, October 8 from 10 am to 4:45 pm 
and each day of the sale at 980 Madison Avenue 
Illustrated catalogue $3/4 by mail with post-sales results, order by sale no. S-37 
with check enclosed to Sotheby Parke Bernet Stamp Auction Company, 
158 Deer Hill Avenue, Danbury, Connecticut 06810 

Sc. #366* Sc. #294a, inverted center Sc. #39* 

Sc. #244* Sc #12 ' Sc. #60 ' 

The standard commission charged to Sellers is 10%. All property sold is subject 
to a premium of 10% payable by all Buyers as part of the purchase price. 

Sc. #312* 

Sotheby Parke Bernet Stamp Auction Co., Inc. 
158 DEER HILL AVENUE DANBURY, CONNECTICUT 06810 (203) 743-4458 
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COMPRIAMO F NCOBOLLI 
IN TUTTO IL MONDO 

WIR UFEN BRIEFMARKEN 
AUS DER GANZEN WELT 

NOUS ACHETONS LES 
TIMBRES 

DANS TOUT LE MONDE 
COMP MOS ESTAMPILLAS 

DE TODO EL MUNDO 

WE BUY 
THE WORLD 
ANDREW LEVITT & ABBOT LUTZ have 
joined forces and are now working as a team 
with an extended buying budget of an 
additional five m11/1on dollars a year. A 
combined sixty years of philatelic knowledge is 
your assurance of an IMMEDIATE 
EVALUATION AND INSTANT CASH 
PURCHASE . 

AifaAL 
ANDREW LEVITT & ABBOT LUTZ 

~-----------------------------~ Andrew Levitt, Inc. · 
P.O. Box 342 / CF, Danbury, Conn 06810 
I wish to sell the following: 

(203) 743-2016 or 743-1908 

City ------------ State _____ Zip Code 

Home phone f ) _______ Office phone f 1--------
AREA AREA 

I prefer to receive a telephone call at fAMJ f PMJ 

L------------------------------~ 
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Get 121/2°/o* more cash 
for your stamps ... 
Kaufmann's is cutting their 
selling commission in half! 
Effective March 1 our auctions will be run on the f;:uropean system 
of 10% commission to the seller and 10% commission to the buyer. 

All consignments received after January 10 will be able to take 
advantage of the new 10% commission . 

Potential vendors are invited to contact us for all the details . 

Check these many advantages 
of selling through Kaufmann's: 
• Only 10% selling commission . 

• No lotting or photo fees , no other fees whatsoever . 

• Free insurance on all consigned material. 

• Liberal , interest free advances on large auction consignments. 

•Toll free phone (800-424-9519) available to buyers and sellers. 

• Top quality catalogs considered by many dealers and collectors to be 
the finest in the profession . 

• Our reputation of being fair and honest to b9th buyer and seller. 

Call toll free 800-424-9519 l*seller gets 90% of the '1\ realized price instead of 
, only 80% ... nets 

one-eighth more 
cash (12 '/2%). 

John W. Kaufmann, Inc. • 1522 K St., N.W. • Washington, D. C. 20005 
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IS YOUR COLLECTION FOR SALE? 

AMERICA'S PREMIER AUCTION HOUSE 
OFFERS 

GUARANTEED AUCTION REALIZATION 
BACKED WITH 100°/o CASH ADVANCE 

For the first time an auction house will guarantee the minimum net you will 
receive from sa le at auction and immediately advance this sum to you at no 
interest charge . The only charge to you is a 10% commission on what your 
collection realizes at auction. (The buyer also pays a 10% buyers premium.) 

When you sell your co llection at auction you should and can have immediate 
cash. 

Enjoy both the advantage of immediate cash based on current market value, and 
any accrual in value that occurs in a fast moving market by sale time . 

Well over one million dollars has been advanced on properties secured in our 
bank vaults scheduled for upcoming sales. Your consignment wil 1 be in excel lent 
company! Why not join the satisfied and instantly enriched sel lers who believe in 
dealing with America's #I firm. 

Se ll your collection through the auction house first in prestige, first in dollar 
volume . Our auctions have realized over 7 million in the first nine months of 
1979. 

FAST EXPRESS APPRAISAL SERVICE 

WE TRAVEL ANYWHERE FOR WORTHWHILE STAMP PROPER­
TIES . 
WITHIN 24 HOURS WE CAN SEND A REPRESENTATIVE WITH A 
CHECK TO ANY AREA IN AMERICA. 

AIR TIME 51 MINUTES TO WASHINGTON, D.C., 2 HOURS TO 
CHICAGO, 2 1/2 HOURS TO FLORIDA . 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL 
AUCTION GALLERIES, INC. 

120 E. 56th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Tel.: (212) 753-6421 
Established 49 Years 
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Editorial 

P.O. ANNOYANCE 
E ach successive press release from 
Washington leaves us wondering 

whether our Postal Service has any con­
crete polic ies for adhes ive stamps and 
stat ionery , and if it does , just what are 
they other than the haphazard ballyhoo 
they seem to be. 

Our puzz lement ex tends into several 
areas , none of which appears to make 
sense , except as high-powered ideas con­
cocted by Madison Avenue marketing 
''experts ' ' to bilk the unin fo rmed seg­
ment of stampdom 's markets . They are : 

I . Selection of subjects: With our his­
tory literall y packed with fa mous person­
alities and events that led to our nation 's 
greatness , why are we subjected to new 
issues which (in our opinion) duplicate 
prev ious stamps? For example , within a 
matter of months we have heard about a 
new tribute to Will Rogers already hon­
ored on a stamp in 1948. The same goes 
for Albert Einstein who appeared on the 
eight-cent defin iti ve of 1966 . And what 
about the stamp intended to jointly honor 
John Paul Jones and his victory in the 
1779 Sea Battle , both of which made it on 
the one-cent " Navy " stamp of 1937 . 

Admittedl y thi s trio deserves pos tal 
recognition . But TWICE within one gen­
eration when other distinguished Ameri ­
cans have been ignored? 

We are told that from one to th ree 
thousand suggestions are made for spec ial 
stamps each year. Some , naturally , are 
crack-pot in purpose, but certainly there 
must be some in that vast number that are 
sensibly worthy even if the proponents 
haven 't suffi cient political clout to pres­
sure Washington. 

2 . Approval of Des igns: There must be 
some standards governing the composition 
of our postage stamps, but if there is , we 
fa il to recognize it. We will not comment 
272 
on the bas ics of what comprises good 
"art ." This , despite the fac t that we feel 
somewhat qualified through two years of 
apprenticeship in a fa mous bank note com­
pany 's des ign and engrav ing departments , 
plus work with Christiaan de Moor in the 
writing of " Postage Stamp Art ," still THE 

definiti ve masterwork on this subject. 
One of the earl iest Universal Postal 

Union regulations clearl y stipulates that 
two features must dominate any design of 
a postage stamp placed in the international 
mails: the name of the issuing country , and 
the face value in conspicuous Arabic nu­
merals . 

Those who have been creating and ap­
proving our des igns either don 't know or 
care about these rules . A casual scanning 
of recent issues will show these ele ments 
so seriously subordinated that it become 
difficult , if not impossible, to find them 
without a magnifier. 

3. Size and composition: First , what 
practical or reasonable explanation can be 
offered for the use of queer-shaped and 
unnecessarily huge stamps? In the 139 
years since the Penny Black was intro­
duced , there has n 't been a better size 
originated . To convince yourself, just look 
at the definiti ves of countries that handle 
the largest volume of mail (including our 
own). All of them are within millimeters 
of 1840 pair 's dimensions. 

Qualified arti sts have been able to keep 
within approx imately a, square-inch rec­
tangle all the bas ic postal elements and still 
produce arti stic att racti veness. What else 
could be added to the 1954 and later 
definiti ves to give them more effective 
identities and appeal? 

Washington would have us imagine that 
artists, engravers (intaglio or photo) and 
high speed presses need more than usual 
space to produce multi-color pictures. 



Nonsense! 
In 1976 it required a four-stamp se­

tenant (97 x 34mm) to reproduce Vincent 
Hoffman's version of Trumbull's ''Decla­
ration of Independence." Just 90 years 
ago, James Smillie used less than a square 
inch to engrave the same masterpiece and 
did what this commentator considers a 
much better graphic arts job. 

Results of the 13-cent "Indian Head 
Cent" experimental showed that the 
smaller-than-usual size was both practical 
and popular. Government agencies tell us 
that the conservation of everything from 
metal cans to petroleum and wildlife is 
urgent. And yet, though countless tons of 
paper (not to mention gum ingredients) 
plus hours of printing time could be saved 
by producing smaller stamps, the presses 
continue to spew forth needless huge ones. 

Realizing that we can't discourage the 
Postal Service from going after collectors' 
cash, we might even tolerate queer size 
and odd-shaped (or should it be, "odd­
ball?") paper if there were a plausible 
reason for multi-design stamps in the same 
pane. We won't even complain about the 
idiotic arrangement of the "American 
Quilts" quartet of 1976, in which only one 
is right side up and the other three 
sideways or inverted. 

That to which we do object is that in 
such cases, the desire to frank our mail 
with a se·-tenant multiple and please the 
recipient, compels either over- paying of 
the going rate or the use of some other 
stamp(s) to pre-pay a 28, 41 or 54-cent 
charge . 

The Wright Brothers' air mail pair could 
make sense since two are required for a 
letter when it weighs more than the usual 
half-ounce. But why two different " Chan­
utes?" These were intended for use on air­
mail post cards that require but a single 21-
center. How can the pair be used properly 
when there isn't any 42-cent rate? 

4. Planned annoyance. There's one 
more situation that irks us; the same one 
that faced the French before 1936 . We 
normally try to please correspondents by 
affixing two or more commemoratives to 
envelopes that weigh a shade less than the 
September 1979 
half-ounce units. Because commems are 
king-or jumbo-sized their weight pushes 
the covers' weight just that much more 
beyond the limit. If the letters are not 
forwarded to compel the recipient to pay 
postage due fees , they are returned for an 
additional 31 cents . In other words, we 're 
paying postage on postage. (In many for­
eign lands, envelopes are put on a postof­
fice scale BEFORE franking and the number 
of grams written on the envelope. So , no 
matter how many stamps are subsequently 
affixed, the envelope is adequately pre­
paid.) 

Another perplexing matter is the work 
of the Stamps Division and the Citizens' 
Stamp Advisory Committee. Back in the 
days before , during and immediately after 
the Farley administration, fewer than half 
a dozen officials were concerned with 
stamp authorization and production . To­
day we have scores of merchandisers and 
marketing experts who peddled cereals, 
soaps and sweets before they were import­
ed to I 'Infant Plaza . 

When a compliment is voiced, the re­
cently promoted Assistant Postmaster 
General who considers himself a veteran 
philatelist, accepts the plaudits. In other­
more frequent-instances, blame is placed 
with the CSAC, production problems at 
the Bureau , or some other handy scape­
goat. 

Until he was replaced, one former mem­
ber of the CSAC made no secret of his 
dissatisfaction when his input was ignored 
or overruled. "Then why continue to 
serve?" we asked. He frankly admitted 
that the job's "prestige," invitations to 
meetings, first-day ceremonies and kin­
dred events (paid for by taxpayers) were 
enjoyable! 

If Washington feels the profits from 
stamp sales and other gimmickry must 
continue, fine . But let it be conducted as a 
peripheral business and not cloaked or 
camouflaged as a postal service. Let the 
United States rise above the urge to ape 
geographical specks whose stickers could 
more than paper their microscopic acre-
ages. 

(E.A .K.) 
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LONDON MACHINE CANCELS 
From the Pearson Hill to the H oster 

by Abbot Lutz 

Continued from page 243, Vol. 58 , No. 4, July 1979 
A lthough the machine bears his name , 
Albert Hoster was not its inventor . 

While he did make an improvement or 
two , hi s function was that of salesman 
and promoter of the device . Actually 
invented by William Loffelhardt of Ham­
burg, the machine 's patent history is long 
and involved . 

Loffelhardt 's first patent (10511), a 
German one , was issued June 8, 1879 . He 
acquired an English patent (3902) on 
September 27 , 1880 and, after making 
improvements, a second German patent 
(11581) on November 30th of that year. 
Again Loffelhardt improved the machine, 
receiving patent 14188 on July 13 , 1881. 

Another German inventor , Johannes 
Georg August Haller, also from Ham ­
burg , took out an English patent (640) on 
February 10, 1882 for, "Improvements 
in Machines for Stamping Letters, Postal 
Cards, and like articles with Cancelling 
Marks, Dates or Devices, Partly Applica­
ble also for Printing and other Purposes.'' 
It was at thi s time that Albert Hoster 
entered the picture with an improvement 
of his own. He received an English patent 
(270) issued on January 17 , 1883 for 
adding a counting device to the machine . 
Haller now applied for a German patent 
(21 170) on his original improvements and 
was granted one on February 21 , 1883 . 
Hoster countered by applying for a Ger­
man patent on his counting device . He 
received patent 24872 on November 16, 
1883. 

Still another German patent (28380) 
was issued to a Robert Hinrichsen of 
Hamburg on August 26, 1884 for a fur-
74 
ther improvement to the machine . 
Hoffelhardt and Haller must have got­

ten together, for the following year, on 
January 27, 1885 , U.S. patent 311,340 
was issued to Loffelhardt and ass igned to 
Haller. The title reads , "Machine for 
feeding letters to stamping-d ies.'' A final 
patent was obtained in Germany by Hos­
ter (34116) on January 2, 1886 for adding 
two sc rews and a heavier spring to the 
already much-improved machine . 

Unfortunately, the full papers concern­
ing the Hoster machine in the post office 
records are no longe r available. They 
were probably shredded Sometime during 
World War I or II . A number of minutes, 
however , are still on file and from them 
we can piece the story together. 

We find the first mention of the Hoster 
machine on August 7, 1883 . Post Office 
officials point out that two of the ma­
chines, manufactured by Newton, Wilson 
& Co. had been on trial in the London 
Inland Branch for nearly twelve months 
beginning in 1882 and they'' ... offer no 
advantages over the machine stampers 
(Pearson Hill Parallel Motion Machines) 
already in use as would warrant the de­
partment in adopting of them . I submit 
Messers. Newton , Wilson & Co . be ad­
vised accordingly ... '' 

By October 1883 Hoster having by­
passed Newton, Wilson & Co., who had 
withdrawn, was now in direct negotiation 
with the post office. Minute 13244 of 
October 19, 1883 reads: 

''In compliance with the request of the 
inventor , Mr. Hoster, further trials have 
been made with the improved stamping 



Hoster Machine used in Berlin 
Photo courtesy Reg Morris 
machines, he has submitted , and the en­
closed reports give the result. 

The machine carries an unusually large 
die, and certainly gives a clearer impres­
sion than is obtained from the hand 
stamps; but thi s is its only po int of superi ­
ority, the number of lette rs stamped by it 
in a given time , being less than half the 
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number stamped by an equal force using 
hand-stamps, and the percentage of let­
te rs mi ssed and badl y stamped be ing 
large r. 

The Inventor c laims that, as regards 
speed , hi s machine would be much bette r 
if worked by steam or e lectric ity, but the 
tri als seem to show that , with increased 
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speed , the percentage of le tte rs mi ssed 
and badl y stamped increases d ispro po r­
tionate ly. 

Mr. Hoste r is confident that he can so 
impro ve the arrangement fo r de live ring 
the le tte rs, after pass ing unde r the stamp , 
as to save one of the men now required to 
work the mac hine . Even ifhe succeeds, it 
will still be slower than handstamping. 

The machine has now had a ve ry tho r­
o ugh tri al, with thi s unfortun ate result , 
and with eve ry des ire to utili ze mac hin ­
e ry, I submit the Department would no t 
be justified in propos ing to adopt thi s 
machine ." 

Hoste r would no t be put down and in 
1884 o ffe red the post office two mac hines 
at a cost o f£105 each . The Sec re tary's 
opinion is recorded in minute #9470 o f 
Jul y 30 , 1884: 

'' Mr. Hoste r has considerably im­
proved hi s Stamping Mac hine, and it is 
now so fa r successful that the practica l 
Offi cers, while by no means conceding 
a ll the advantages c la imed fo r it , have so 
fa r modified the ir prev ious opin ions as to 
recommend that three such machines 
should be purchased , fo r more ex tensive 
tri al at the General Post Office. 

Fro m pe rsonal inspec tion I was d is­
posed to support thi s recommendation , 
and I therefo re caused enquiry to be made 
of Mr. Hoste r, as to the price of the 
mac hines. In repl y he names 100 guineas 
as the price of each machine, but he goes 
on to intimate that large expenses have 
been incurred , in perfecting the mac hine, 
to which he will ask the Department to 
contribute. 

I submit he be to ld , befo re go ing fur­
the r, that you would not be prepared to 
enterta in any such application , and that 
the price of the mac hine be an inc lusive 
one." 

A subsequent minute # 1 1582 was sub­
mitted in September 1884 : 

" With refe rence to Minute o. 9470, I 
submit the fo llowing draft le tte r to the 
Treasury fo r approva l. 

For the las t two years, the re has been 
on tri al in the So rting Office of the Ge ner­
al Post Office, a new apparatus, in ve nted 
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by Mr. Albe rt Hoste r, fo r stamping le tte rs 
by mac hine ry. The Invento r cl a ims that 
the mac hine, when worked by treadle o r 
hand po wer, will stamp fro m 300 to 400 
le tte rs pe r minute (assuming that they are 
mode rate ly uni fo rm in shape and size), 
and that thi s number can be con siderably 
inc reased by the use o f steam power. 

When first tried , the apparatus was not 
altoge the r suited to the work of the De­
partment , but the In ve nto r, who has 
spared ne ithe r pa in s no r expen se, in 
e labora ting the construction , has suc­
ceeded in an improved mac hine, which I 
am assured, when wo rked by two men, 
may fa irly be re lied on to stamp between 
300 and 400 le tte rs pe r minute, 150 to 200 
pe r man, while the number stamped by 
the hand stamping mac hines, now in use, 
ranges from about 90 to 100 pe r minute . 
At the same time , the pe rcentage o f le tte rs 
mi ssed o r badl y stamped with the Hoster 
mac hine no t larger than with the o the r 
process . 

So grea t an inc rease in the rapidity of 
work , if maintained on fu rthe r tri al, must 
obviously tend to economy of fo rce in 
dealing with large masses o f le tte rs , and 
be an important a id to the despatch o f 
busine ss, espec ia ll y in times of excep­
tional pressure. 

In the opinion of the Prac tica l Officers 
of the Department , it is ve ry des irable that 
the machine should have thi s more ex­
tended tri al; and it is recom mended that 
three should be purchased fo r use in the 
Genera l Post Office . The machines are 
strongly made, and the price is I 00 guin ­
eas each , for which the Inve ntor unde r­
takes to keep them in orde r fo r a reason­
able time. 

I concur in the view taken as to the 
characte r of the inve ntion, and the expe­
diency of a w ider tri al, and be liev ing 
moreover, fro m the expe rience a lready 
obtained , that in any case, the possess ion 
of three of the mac hines would be va lu­
ab le in expediting the work (especiall y if 
steam power is e mployed) which pe rhaps 
can be arranged . 

I would ask your lo rdships to be 
pleased to authori se the purchase of that 



number , at the price name ." 
On October 23, 1884, the purchase was 

approved. At least five machines were 
supplied between the start o f trial s in 1882 
to 1888. A report in 1884 state s that the 
Hoster seems to be a development o f the 
Azemar machine tried in 1869 . 

Hoster was the sa lesman of al I sa les­
men-a pres istent type . He kept up a 
constant bombardment o f letters and vis­
its to the post office. Minute 4765 is dated 
April 2 1, 1886: 

" With refe re nce to Mr . Ba rin g 
Young's lette r to your Lordship , I annex 
the more recent papers re lati ve to the 
Hoster Stamping Machine which has, for 
some time, been very persistentl y upon 
the De partme nt. The earl ier papers have 
been placed on your table in case you may 
wish to refe r to them . 

The Controller of the London Postal 
Service and o the r practical Officers in 
the ir exhaust ive reports on the working of 
the mac hine show conclusively that while 
it is valuable unde r certain conditions as 
an auxili a ry to hand stamping, it never 
can supe rsede handstamping altoge ther. 

The ra te of speed c la imed for the ma­
chine is fa r in excess of its ac tual perfor­
mance for efficie nt stamping, experience 
show ing that when the speed exceeds 350 
o r 400 letters a mi nute the percentage of 
"m isses" becomes ve ry large. The ma­
chine requires the serv ices of 3 1/2 men , 
i.e. two mac hines can be worked by five 
men. Fo r a s ing le machine three men are 
needed. With the same amo unt of labour, 
from 240 to 320 letters a minute would be 
stamped by hand . 

As at present arranged, the mac hines 
are worked by treadle ac tion , and the 
labour is so great that it is doubtful 
whether the men would work them with­
out ex tra pay. Probably thi s could be 
remedied by the use of " power" in some 
shape, but the re a re difficulties in the way 
of thi s. Objection is raised to the s ize of 
the stamp obliteration mark, as being 
contrary to recen t te nde ncy to red uce the 
s ize. In many re spec ts the mac hine stamp 
is distinctly bette r looki ng than the pre­
sent handstam p , in which reduction of 
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size has been carried out , perhaps, at the 
cost of arti stic merit. And it must be borne 
in mind that one strong reason for reduc­
ing the s ize of handstamps is to dimini sh 
the weight a consideration which has no 
force in the case of the machine . 

As a ge neral rule processes that can be 
ca rried out by machinery are cheaper than 
when done by hand . The Hoster machine 
has shown much more c learly than any of 
its predecessors that letters under certain 
condition s can be stamped by machinery , 
and the re is no reason why still bette r 
result s should no t be obtained. 

I ag ree with Mr. Jeffrey that the De­
partme nt would be justified in purchasing 
three more machines (there is Treas ury 
authority for buying one more) , but be­
fore doing so I think some improvement 
should be made as regards the motive 
power. 

The indicating arra ngeme nt is prac ti­
cally use less, notw ithstand ing a ll that the 
promoters say in its favo ur, and might be 
dispen sed with , thi s would probab ly 
somewhat reduce the price of the ma­
chines . 

I submit that a copy of the re pl y made 
to Mr. Freeman 's letter should be sent to 
Mr. Bari ng Young, with an intimat ion 
that yo ur Lordship , havi ng looked into 
the matter, is not prepared to go furthe r 
than is proposed in that reply, at any rate , 
for the present. " 
Minute l l 121 /86: 

" In the enclosed le tter, Mr. Baring 
Young renews an application which has 
already been fully considered and mo re 
than once replied to , and the object of 
which is to force upon the Departme nt a 
more favourable opinion of the Hoste r 
Stamping Machine , with a view to its 
more extended use, than the experie nce 
and judgement of the practica l o ffi cers of 
the Department e nable them to g ive. 

I submit some of the late r pape rs on the 
subjec t, inc luding Minute 4765 to yo ur 
predecesso r, with copies o r drafts of le t­
te rs the reafte r add ressed to Mr. Freeman, 
a Direc to r o f the Company and to Mr. 
Baring Young . 

No twith stand ing the intim at ion the n 
g iven that the Departmen t must rese rve to 
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it se lf the exclusive rights of judging what 
are the best and most suitab le means for 
carryi ng on its own work, Mr. Freeman in 
a le tter to the Secretary of the 20th July , 
pers ists in challenging the acc uracy of the 
results reported by the Controller of the 
London Postal Service and hi s office rs, 
and in calling for further investigation , in 
which the representatives of the Company 
should take part. 

Mr. Bari ng Young now makes a simi­
lar request , and he gives some stat istics as 
ev idence of the great saving of time, 
labour and expense, which he contends 
the machine can effect. 

I submit that these applications should 
not be ente rtained . 

Iso lated expe riments are no conc lusive 
proof of the results that would be obtai ned 
on a large sca le unde r the varied cond i­
tions of ac tual work; and of these and of 
the general bearings of the whole subject , 
the practical officers of the Department. 
with their every day experience and thor­
ough knowledge must certainl y be com­
petent to judge. 

Even if some al lowance is made for 
possible bias in favo ur of estab li shed 
methods of work, though I am unaware 
that any such bias exists, there can be no 
doubt that the responsible office rs of the 
Circulation Office would be quite ready 
to we lcome any means fo r reducing man­
ual labour, consistently with other ob­
jects, in view of the ever increasing work 
of the office and of the conseq uent de­
mands for more force. 

If you should concur in these views, 
you will perhaps approve of my inform­
ing Mr. Baring Young that yo u have 
looked carefully into the subject , and that 
you are unable to depart from the decision 
arrived at by your predecessor. 
Endorsement by the Postm aster General, 
Henry Cecil Ra ikes. 

" If Mr. Baring Young is prepared to 
submit a Hoste r Machine, constructed on 
improved principles, I think it might be 
worth while to try it , and at such tri al it 
would be convenient that the inventor 
should be present , of course without pre­
judice to its ultimate decision . 
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Minute 13807/86, November 12 1886 : 
(Submitted for approval in the shape of a 
draft le tte r to the Treasury). 

"My Lords, 
By Treasury let te r dated 1st of Octo­

ber , 1884 , No. 13930autho ritywasgive n 
for the purchase of three stamping ma­
chines of a patte rn invented by Mr. Hoster 
at a cost of £. 105 per machine, but in 
pursuance of what was unde rstood to be 
the meaning of the last part of the Trea­
sury letter , two machines onl y have been 
purchased. 

Since that time, with a view of test ing 
the usefulness of thi s method of stamping 
le tters o n a somewhat larger sca le, three 
othe r machines have been placed in the 
office on loan by Mr. Hoster, and are st ill 
in use . 

These machines, even in their perfor­
mance does not come up to the estimate of 
their in ventor, are useful as auxi li aries , 
espec iall y at times of pressure , and as it is 
not desirable that the present arrangement 
of using machines on loan should contin­
ue, I shall be g lad if your Lordships wil l 
allow me to purchase the three machines 
at a cost of £ 105 each . 

In that case the Department would 
possess five machines in a ll , and it is not 
proposed at present to go beyond this 
number.'' 
Approved 13th November, 1886. 
Minute 1415/87. February 2 , 1887: 

"The Controller of the London Postal 
Service, in hi s report of the 30th March 
las t shows, I think, that no good result 
would be likely to fo llow from further 
persona l conference between the officers 
of the Department and the representatives 
of the so ca lled Postal Machinery Com­
pany. Mr. Hoste r' s object is obviously to 
ex tract a more favo urable opinion than 
our office rs are able to give. 

The Department has conceded so far as 
to purchase five of the machines and , as 
you have informed the Treasury, it is not 
proposed to increase this number. Indeed 
there is anothe r Stamping Machine in the 
field that may turn out to be more useful. 

Under a ll the c ircum stances I cannot, 
in the inte res ts of the Public Service, 



recommend any further dealings with the 
Company , at all events at present. '' 
Endorsement by the Postmaster Gene ral , 
Henry Cecil Raikes. 

''The advantages offered by the Hoster 
Machine appear to be so considerable that 
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I think the Public Service will be greatl y 
benefitted by a conference between the 
officers of the Department and its Propri­
e tors, at which any improvements in it 
might be pointed out and di scussed . 

3rd February, 1887 . 
'The Hoster Cancellations' 

Col. Crouch in the Philatelic Advisor 

of November 1943 published a classifica­
tion of the dies used in the Hoster ma­
chines. Leon Dubus, in hi s two volume 
work ,'' London Cancellations,'' updated 
the Church li sting in 1969 . I , in turn , use 
the Dubus li sting with new dating where 
necessary and ''a'' numbers for new vari­
eties. 

The first two types were made by the 
experimental machines loaned to the post 
offi ce by Newton, Wilson & Co . 
(Fig. 35) Single ring 20 V2mm . in di ame­
ter with 17 thick bars sloping downward 
from left to ri ght. No corners on left , 
October 27 , 1882 . Only one copy is 
known on cover, trave ling from Italy to 
Londo n, it bears a 25 centime blue stamp , 
ve ry lightl y cance lled . This is in the 
co llection of Majo r F.C. Ho lland . A curi­
ous fac t is that thi s cover bears a'' Lo ndon 
E .C. Paid " oblite ratio n dated September 
18, 1882 . It seems that the enve lope was 
supplied fro m the Dead Lette r Office fo r 
testing, Hence the six weeks date differ­
enti al. 
(Fig. 36) Single ring 28mm . in di ameter 
with 14 thin bars sloping downwards 
fro m left to right. No corners on left , 
Septe mber 3, 1833. The o nl y copy known 
is in the co llec tion of George Brumell. 
(Fig. 37) Single ring 28 mm . in di ameter 
with 14 thick bars sloping downwards 

Fig. 35 Type #I 
Fig. 36 Type #2 

Fig. 37 Type #3 

Fig. 38 Type #4A 

from left to ri ght. No corne rs on left. 
Fro m April 28 , 1884 to March 1887. 
Type # 3- with asteri sk be tween month 
and day. 

# 3a-without aste ri sk 
(Fig . 38) Single ring 30mm . in di ameter 
with 14 thick bars sloping downwards 
fro m left to right. Corners at left consist of 
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one straight bar and one corner triangle. 
From January 19 , 1885 to June 3, 1887. 
Type #4A-without any mark between 
month and day. 

#48-with asterisk between month 
and ay. 

#4Ba-second asterisk directly 
above first one. 

#4C-8 pointed sunburst between 
month and day. 
(Fig. 39) Same as type #4 , but fi gures 
'' l 1 '' and ''22'' in se rted into the fourth 
and third bars of the right foot. From 
December 22, 1884 to January 3, 1887. 
(F ig. 40) Same as type #4 , but with 
"XX ll ," "22" and " l'' in serted in the 
fourth, third and second bars of the right 
foot. 

Fig. 39 Type #5 

Type #6A- without asterisk between 
month and day. Used from March 6, 1885 
to July 1886. New dating. 

#68- with asterisk between month 
and day . Used April, November, Decem ­
ber 1885 and January 1886 . ew dating. 

#6C-with sunburs t between 
month and day. Used July 1885. 

#7 (Fig. 41) Same as type #4 with 
"23" and "l" or "2" inserted in the 
third and second bars of the foot. 
Type #7A-23/1 with stars at each side 
of circle. Used April I Oto Nov . 20, 1885. 

Fig. 40 Type #6A 
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#7 Aa-as above, but without stars. 
The "3" is inverted. Used March 18 , 
1885 . 

#78-23/2 Same as type #7 A used 
April 23 to October 28, 1885. 

#7C-as above. but asterisk added 
between month and day. Used June , July 
and October 1885 . New dating. 

#8 (Fig. 42) Double ring 29 and 
26mm in diameter with 17 thin bars 
sloping downward from left to ri ght , 
Corners at left with two bars and one 
triang le . Bottom left bar is split with 
e ither a " I " or "2" in serted. 

Fig. 41 Type #7A 

Fig. 42 Type #SC 

Type #8A-" l " without anything be­
tween month and day. Used February 4, 
1886 to December 10, 1887. 

#88-as above with asterisk be­
tween month and day. Used May and July 
1886 . New dating. 

#8C-as #8A , but with "2" in ­
stead of" l. " Used January 18, 1886 to 
June 23, 1887. 

#8D-as above but with asterisk 
between month and day . Used December 
1885 and April 1886. New dating. 

#8Da-as #8D, but with sunburst 
instead of asterisk. Used July 30. 1887 . 
#9 (Fig. 43) Double ring , 29/30 and 25/ 
26mm in diameter with 15 thick bars 



sloping downward from left to right 
Type #9A- the year is between E . and 
C. Used April 19 , 1887 to August 1, 
1890 . 

#98- the year is highe r than E.C . 
Origi nal dating contents used onl y Octo­
ber 4 , 1887. New dating is January 15 and 
December 19 , 1889. 

#I 0 (Fig. 44) as type #9 but without 
E.C. Used January 12 , 1889 to December 
8, 1890. New dating. 

Type #I OA-with mo nth first in 
date line . 
#I OB-with day month and yea r in cen­
ter. 

Fig. 43 Type #9A 

Fig. 44 Type #I OA 

# 11 (Fi g. 45) as type #I 0 with 
modifications. Used October 2 1, 1889 to 
November 30, 1891 . 
Type # 11 A- with month , asterisk and 
day in the middle. 

#I I B- with stars added at each side 
and E.C. at the bottom. 

# 12 (Fig. 46) Double ring, 30 and 
26mm, in diameter with 12 thick bars 
sloping downward from left to ri ght. 
Used February 9, 1891 to February 28 , 
1893. 
Type # l 2A (Fig. 47)-with code "A" 
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between month and day . 
# 12 8 - with as ter is k between 

month and day and one small as te ri sk at 
each side. The cance llatio n dated on first 
day of usage, February 9 , 1891 , with 
code "zz" denoting it was posted "Too 
Late." 

# 13 (F ig. 48) Double ring, 30 and 
26mm. in diameter with 18 thin bars 
sloping upwards from left to right. Used 
October 1889 to April 1892. 

Fig. 46 Type #12A 

Fig. 45 Type #I IA 

Fig. 47 Type #128 

Left co rners separated from right. 
Type # l 3A-with E.C., without asteri sk 
between month and day. 

# 138-as above but with aste ri sk 
between month and day . 

# l 3C-as # l 3A but without E.C ., 
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January 1892 
#13D-as #138 but without E .C. , 

December 27 , 1890 and January 1891. 
New dating . 
Left corners joined to the ri ght. 

# l 3E-with E .C. , without asteri sk, 
February and March 1893 . New dating. 

# l 3F-with E .C. and asterisk , July 
1892 to April 1893. 

# 14 (Fig. 49) Double ring, 29 and 
26mm in diameter with 17 bars sloping 
downwards from left to right , one bar and 
tri angle at the left corners . " Charing­
Cross W .C." around inner circle. Used 
September 16, 1885 to December 7 , 
1887 . New dating. Only five covers have 
been recorded of this cancellation . 
Type #I 4A- long hyphen between 
Charing-Cross . 

#I 4Aa-short hyphen between 
Charing-Cross . 

Fig. 48 Type # 13E 

#I 5 (Fig. 50) Double ring, 29 and 
26mm in diameter with 16 bars sloping 
upwards from left to right. Corners on left 
as type 

#I 4 . " Bedford St. BOWC" around 
inner c ircle. Onl y three examples are 
known dated November 10 and 23 , 1885 
and Dece mber 17 , 1886 . New dating . 
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#16 (Fig . 51) Double ring , 30 and 
26mm in diameter with 14 rows of dia­
mond shaped dots running diagonally 
right and left. Left corners consist of 
diamonds. " London " around inner cir­
cle . Two examples are known on piece 
dated February 24, 1887 and March 12 , 
1887. Two examples are known on full 
postal card dated February 2 and 28, 
1887 . New dating. 

# 17 (Fig. 52) Single circle, 28mm 
in diameter with 14 thick bars sloping 
downward left to right. Left corners emp­
ty . No date s known. "N. P.B." foot of 
inner c irc le. 
Type #I 7 A---one star and one sunburst 
plus two asteri sk form ing a diamond in 
the date area . Only five examples known . 

# 17 Aa-as above with an addition­
al star in center of diamond. Onl y one 
example known . 

Fig. SO Type #15 

Fig. 51 Type #16 

Five machines were so ld to the German 
Post Office. Two to Hamburg with the 
bottom left co rners re ading" I " or "2'' 
(Fig . 53 ). Three machines went to Berlin 
wi th the numbers" I ," " 2" (Fig . 54)or a 
"d iamond " (the trial machine) in the 
bottom left co rner. According to the re-



Fig. 52 Type #17 A 

Fig. 53 Hamburg #2 Machine 

cords , usage was from September 1885 to 
June 1886. 

I have found a trial or specimen card 
from the Berlin machine with diamond in 
the left foot (fi gs. 55 & 56) . Trial dates 
show the 27th , 28th, 29nth and 31st of 
September 1979 
Fig. 54 Berlin #2 Machine 

July 1885. The note in German reads, 
" First postmark print of 28 Jul y 1885 . To 
be used as of August 1885 . By the post­
mark engraver E. Wolte , Berlin S .W. 14, 
Headquarters Street 53 , turned over to the 
Berlin Post Office . 

(signed) W. Ludtke" 
Finally , back to London where the 

House of Commons in an official report 
stated : " ... Hoster apparently endea­
voured by a judicious distribution of lar­
gesee to a few members of the manipula­
tive staff who ass isted at the tri a ls and 
who doubtless accepted hi s liberality in 
good faith. " 

The remainning mac hines were with­
drawn from se rvice in 1893 . 
, . ..·.• " ~"' 
. ' 

(-------- ·· ····;··..-;' 
l Zurn Aufklebl"'n i 
i der j 
: i 

l. ·:-~:-~i-~~~~.-~- -- .i 
PosTKARTE. 

~-

Fig. SS Front of Berlin Hoster Specimen card 
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Fig. 56 Back of Berlin Hoster Specimen card 

ERRATA 

POST 

Figure 27, sho wn at the to p o f page 222 in the Jul y issue sho uld have inc luded the punch 
ho le which may be seen o n the ri ght o f the ca rd pic tured abo ve, a littl e way up fro m the 
botto m . Used in Birmingham , Edinburgh and Live rpoo l, it had a di ame te r o f 3 mm . A 
fl ood o f compl a ints caused the test to be c ut sho rt. 
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A TOPICAL COLLECTION FOR 
CLASSIC COLLECTORS 

by Alvaro Bonilla-Lara 

Lichtenstein Award winner and signer of The Roll of Distinguished Philatelists, 
Alvaro Bonilla-Lara has come up with a solution for those who like topicals, but are 
classicists at heart. 
The discussions between philatelists over 
the differences between classical philate­
ly and the new school of topical co llecting 
are now a matter of the past, and it is not 
worth recalling them, or emphazis ing the 
preferences of either system. 

What is obvious, is that the first topical 
collectors had a wider vision of what 
might happen shou ld the deluge of new 
issues continue to grow . Unfortunately 
that was exactly what occurred . In addi­
tion to the policy of certain countries 
keeping their presses running with new 
topical issues, the past thirty years or so 
have seen the birth of any number of new 
countries, most of which have found a 
source of revenue in printing topical 
stamps. 

There is no need to cite examples, they 
are on ly too abundant; any half important 
occurrance serves as an excuse for a new 
issue of stamps. 

Should every col lector, either classical 
or topical, feel that these issues are essen­
tial for his collection, the cure will be 
worse than the illness. 

However, there is a way in which these 
new issues can be collected that is both 
pleasant and useful , and which , why deny 
it , serves to fortify collecting in the classi­
cal manner. 

When a collector specializes in a coun­
try that appeals to him , but it is not his 
own, much pleasure can be found in 
adding to that collection items issued by 
other countries which have some refer­
ence to the specialized country. These 
"foreign items " should be put in an 
appropriate place as a friendly gesture, 
but not as part of a topical collection. 

I know quite a number of collectors 
who specialize in the stamps of their own 
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country and who, at the same time , next 
to some difficult reconstriction or some 
national issue , place stamps from other 
nations that refer to their own. 

For many years my favorite country 
has been Italy . It is not a millionaire 's 
collection, but started with the unification 
of that country in 1862. My collection was 
started, I confess, not because of my 
admiration of Michael Angelo, da Vinci 
and her innumeralbe artists, but because 
of an even less philatelically connected 
reason, my passion for the Italian opera 
and its creators and singers . Together 
with Verdi, Puccini, Giordano , Leonca­
vallo, Donizetti, Rossini and so many 
others, go the manes of such supreme 
singers as Caruso , Ruffo, Amato, Dalla 
Rizza, Gigli, Galli-Curci , Crimi, de 
Luca, Muzio, Schipa, ad infinittum, who 
filled many hours of my youth with su­
preme pleasure. 

It was no easy matter, finding stamps 
related to by specialty so as l was seeking 
anything connected to Italy . l started to 
co llect her painters. Now I do not know 
how many '' foreign' ' stamps my collec­
tion contains, only how attractive they 
appear. 

I have one unforgettable recollection: 
on my first visit to the National Gallery in 
London, I discovered a painting which I 
had only seen previously on a stamp of 
Rwanda, the divine, "Birth of Christ," 
by Guido Reni. What emotion we , my 
wife and I felt when we first gazed at this 
marvelous picture! Many times since then 
when I turn the pages of my Italian 
collection , I come to that Rwanda st<1__mp 
and re-live whatthat day in Loudon was, 
one of the highlights of my life. 
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THE LONDON GENERAL 
POST OFFICE 

in 1840 

by Werner Elias 

Nineteenth Century travel guides often are a gold mine of information for 
philatelists and postal historians. Browsing at an antiquarian book store, 
Werner Elias came across an old London guide. Leafing through it he 
found a fascinating description of the General Post Office and its oper­
ations. 

CR UCHLEY 'S 

PICTURE OF LONDON, 
CO~tPR I S J:\"G TH£ 

HISTORY, RISE, AND PROCRESS OF THE METROPOLIS 
TO THE PRESENT PERIOD ; 

A,_D 

~ ~kttdJ 
OF THE MOST RE~IARKABLE FE .\ Tl"RES OF ITS E:X';JRONS 

l'ECESSARY TO THE FOKCJG:>;ER O!l STRA:" C Ell; 

ALSO, 

A ROUTE 

FOR YIEW1:\G TII E WJIOLE IX ~E \"E'.'l ll.-\. YS: 

TO WHICH U A X;-.."li Xl:U, A 

.fl,rlu anb ~nprrior ;fflap, 
'WlT H R EFERENCf:S. 10 TH I'. PRl'.':CIPAL S.Tnt:t:.TS , 

RAILWAY STATIONS, ETC. 

THE SIXTH ED ITION . 

LO::\DON: 

P V ll L I S H E D BY G. F. C R t: C II LE Y, 

81, FLEET S TREET. 

1641. 

· .... 
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T he sixth edition of " Cruchley 's New 
Picture of London ,'' di scovered by 

Mr. Elias, appeared in 1841 just o ne year 
after Rowland Hill had initiated hi s far­
reaching postal reforms. What makes the 
book particularly interesting is that , as the 
publisher proudly states in the preface , 
" Cruchley 's Picture of London cannot, 
like other performances of its class, be­
come obsolete; as, at the c lose of each 
September 1979 
year, the succeeding edi tion is entire ly 
revised, with the introduction of such new 
matter as circumstances may require.'' 
Ture to this boast , all changes caused by 
Hill' s recent postal reforms are reflected 
in the story . 

A reprint of those pages dealing with 
postal matters, fo llows in the hope that 
readers might enjoy thi s contemporary 
picture of British postal operations. 
New General Post Office in St. Martin's-Le-Grand 
ST. MARTIN'S LE GRAND, of which 
Sir Robert Smirke was the architect, is -a 
magnificent building, erected in the latte r 
end of the re ign of George the Fourth, and 
opened for public business the 23d of 
September, 1829. It presents a striking 
proof of the amazing extent of our inter­
course with the world at large; fore igners 
and strangers will regard it with pride and 
wonder . But however it may impress by 
its grandeur and the beauty of its architec­
ture, its interior arrangements are no less 
surprising, and well deserve attention. So 
far as the pub I ic are concerned, the ar­
rangements have been formed with a view 
to convenience, the many different de­
partments being made to communicate 
with the great hall , which forms a splen­
did thoroughfare from St. Martin's le 
Frand to Foster Lane. This hall , e ighty 
feet in width, sixty in length , and fifty in 
he ight , is supported by six Port land stone 
co lumns of the Ionic order. On the north 
side are the newspaper, inland, and for­
eign offices; on the south side are the 
money order, receiver-general's, and ac­
countants' offices; at the south-eastern 
end , in a line with the foreign office, is the 
penny post department; and at the west­
e rn , on each side of the grand entrance, 
are boards, containing li sts of persons to 
who m lette rs have been addressed, and 
whose abodes are unknown. A person 
seeing hi s name has on ly to write hi s 
address with a pencil on the remainder of 
the line , and the letter will be presented at 
hi s residence the fo l lowing day. 

North of the centre, is the hall where 
the bags are received from the mails, and 
this hall communicates with the inland 
sorters' office, and letter carriers' office. 
These offices are upwards of 100 feet 
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long, and the imme nse number o f draw­
e rs, boxes, and pigeo n ho les with which 
they are fitted up , in o rder in meet the 
necess iti es of thi s department, must be 
seen to be duly apprec iated. Under the­
great ha ll is a tunnel, in which is pl aced 
some very c leve r mac hinery , constructed 
by Mr. Barrow, for the purpose of con­
veying le tte rs to and from the o ppos ite 
o ffi ces of the establi shme nt. At the east­
ern e nd of the hall , on the no rth side , is a 
sta ircase, lead ing to the le tter bill, dead 
let ter, mis-sen t and re turned letter of­
fices, which, toge ther w ith board room, 
sec re tar ies ' rooms, ass istant sec re taries' 
rooms, &c ., occupy the first fl oor. The 
second floor and upper sto ry contain , and 
are a l most exc lusive ly occ upied by, 
s leeping rooms for c le rks o f the foreign 
department. In the base me nt story, which 
is rendered fire-proof by brick vaulting, is 
the mail g ua rds' room and armoury. Im­
mediately unde r the po rtico are two large 
gas me te rs , capable of reg istering 4000 
c ubic feet of gas pe r hour; and some 
curio us machinery has been introduced 
for suppl ying wate r to the upper parts of 
the building in case of fire , and fo r the 
raising of coa l fro m the ce ll ars to the 
different fl oo rs . 

A strange r possess ing any curio usi ty 
w ill find g reat pleasure in witnessing the 
departure of the ma il s fo r a ll parts of 
Great Brita in and Ire land , which takes 
pl ace every evening, at e ight o'c lock 
prec ise ly. They ge nera ll y co ll ec t in the 
e nc losed space adjoining the building, a 
quarter of an hour earlier, to receive their 
bags, &c ., so that, at the striking of the 
c loc k, their las t pa rce l is handed up , and 
o ff they se t , one afte r ano the r, sweeping 
o ut in quick success ion; a treat even for 
the phil osopher: the ho rses in full vigour, 
ga il y prancing o ff , seem consc io us o f the 
impo rtance o f the their burthen; a nd the 
ho rn s lo udl y and merril y sounding fro m 
the different quarters into which they 
diverge, as they take the ir respec tive 
directions , g ive a live ly illustra ti o n o f 
Fame with her hundred to ngues. By a 
judicious ca lcul atio n preserved th ro ugh 
a ll the contrac ts, it is so arran ged that the 
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ma il s fro m all parts shall a rri ve at a 
certain earl y ho ur; and severe fines are 
lev ied on the guard fo r any delay for 
which he is no t able to ass ign a sati sfac­
tory cause: he is no t o nl y ob liged to arrive 
in London at a fixed ho ur , but o n hi s way­
bill is mark ed the mome nt at which he 
should reach each pl ace of any conse­
quence on hi s ro ute. Bes ides hi s weapons 
o f defence, he is provided with a time­
piece as hi s guide, by consulting which he 
is able to direct the speed of the drive r, so 
as ne ithe r to overstep hi s time, nor over­
fatigue the cattl e. To accelerate the deliv­
e ry of lette rs for distant parts of the 
Me tropo li s, the postme n are conveyed in 
long, li ght vehicles to the verge of their 
districts, a t which they arrive fresh for 
the ir work. Each acce lerator ca rries fo ur­
tee n me n , with the ir bags; the man be­
lo ng ing to the neares t walk which they are 
to reach s it s nex t the door, so as to 
descend without occas io na ll y any stop­
p.age . The doors are at the end of the 
vehicles, and are suppli ed w ith sw ingi ng 
handles, to preve nt acc ide nts. 

The o pe ra ti o n of the new arrange ments 
o n rates of postage within the United 
Kingdom, and to all part s of the world, is 
ex hibited in the following Regulation s: 

Le tte rs rece ived at the rece iving­
ho uses till five o'clock in the afternoon; 
by the le tter ca rrie rs ring ing be ll s (o n 
payme nt of o ne penny w ith each) from 
fo ur till five in the afte rnoon ; at the 
Branch Post-offices at Charing Cross , 
Cavendish Street, and 266, High Street 
Borough , till forty-five minutes pas t five; 
at the General Post-office, and at Lom­
bard Street, till six ; and at the General 
Pos t-office, St. Martin ' s- le-Grand onl y, 
fro m seve n till half- past seye n, by pay ing 
s ixpence with each; and from ha lf- pas t 
seve n until twe nty minutes befo re e ight , 
by pay ing the postage and s ixpe nce addi­
tional. 

Rates of Postage.-lnl and lette rs not 
exceedin g ha lf an o unce, are charged o ne 
penn y . 

Exceeding half an o unce, but no t ex­
ceeding I ounce, 2d. 

Exceeding I o unce, but not exceed ing 



2 ounces, 4d. 
Exceeding 2 ounces, but not exceeding 

3 ounces, 6d. 
And so on an additiona l twopence for 
eve ry additional ounce. With but few 
exceptions the \i1eight is limited to 16 
ounces. Unstamped letters are charged 
double postage on delivery. Those insuf­
fi c ientl y stamped , double postage on de­
livery . Those insufficiently stamped , 
double the amount of such insufficiency. 

MORNING MAILS. 
Letters and Newspapers forwarded by 

the morning mails to Brighton , Dover, 
Cheltenham, Oxford , Southampton , Bir­
mingham , Liverpool , Manchester , Car­
li sle, Edinburgh, Glasgow, York , Scar­
borough, and all intermediate post towns. 

Newspapers; Supplements to Newspa­
pers; and Publications not strictly News­
papers .-It is not compulsory to se nd 
newspapers by the post ; but those that are 
intended to be so transmitted, and are 
entitled to pass free, must be put into the 
receiving-houses before five o'clock in 
the afternoon; at the branch post-offices , 
before half-past five ; or at the General 
post-office, St. Martin 's- le Grand, before 
six. Each newspaper given with a penny 
to the letter-carriers ringing bell s before 
five o'c lock in the afternoon, or put into 
one of the late newspaper windows at St. 
Martin' s- le Grand from six until half-past 
seven with a halfpenny , will be des­
patched the same evening. 

Stamped Publications, not strictly 
Newspapers. not exceeding the weight of 
two ounces, and published periodically , 
circulate free by post as well to the United 
Kingdom as to the Colonies and Foreign 
parts; but as the mere affixing a newspa­
per stamp on any new periodical publica­
tion will not entitle it , as a matter of 
course, to pass free by the post, those who 
may be about to publish, forthe first time , 
any such paper , should submit a copy to 
the Postmaster General , in order that it 
may be determined whether the publica­
tion is of a nature that will entitle it to pass 
free of postage. 

When there are large arrival s of For-
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eign or ship letters, when the period of 
commencing and concluding the delivery 
is unavoidably retarded for a space vary­
ing from thirty to sixty minutes. Letters 
from all those places to which despatches 
are conveyed by the Birmingham Rail­
way morning mail , likewise arrive by the 
same route at half-past two o'clock in the 
afternoon. They are delivered in Upper 
Thames Street, St. Paul' s Churchyard , 
Newgate Street , Cloth Fair, Aldersgate 
Street , Redcross Street, Finsbury Place, 
Eldon Street, New Broad Street , Bishops­
gate Within, Houndsditch , Minories, 
Haydon Square, and Tower Hill, and in 
all places within the limits of those streets 
by the general post letter carriers; and the 
delivery is completed within an hour and 
a half from the time of the arrival of the 
mail. All despatches by the railway, for 
places beyond the above limits, are sent 
out by the four o'clock penny-post deliv­
ery. The despatch from Canterbury, 
Chatham, Dartford , Dover, Faversham , 
Gravesend , Rochester, and Sitting­
bourne , which arrives by the mid-day 
Dover mail at four o'clock; Brighton, 
Crawley, Cuckfield , Lewes, Reigate , 
Shoreham, and Worthing , whcih arrives 
by the mid-day Brighton mail at a quarter 
past four o'clock in the afternoon, are sent 
out by the penny-post six o'clo(:k deliv­
ery. Foreign mails arriving after the 
morning despatch of the letter carriers, 
are (provided they arrive before two 
o'clock in the afternoon) sent out within 
the before-mentioned limits by the gener­
al post letter carriers, who complete their 
deliveries within an hour from the time of 
their despatch . For places beyond those 
limits, all foreign letters arriving subse­
quent to the morning despatch of the letter 
carriers, are delivered by the penny post 
letter carriers, as are all letters which 
arrive later than two in the afternoon by 
any foreign mail . 

Delivery of Letters .-The morning de­
livery of General post letters (including 
despatches from every port , town, and 
place in the United Kingdom , and those 
foreign, ship, and packet letters which 
have arrived in sufficient time) com-
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mences in eve ry di stric t, with in three 
miles of St. Martin 's- le-G rand , rathe r 
before nine o 'c loc k in the morning, and is 
completed within an ho ur and a half, 
except on Mondays, o r on o the r days 

Bank Notes and Drafts .-Persons 
wishing to se nd bank no tes and d raft s by 
post are advi sed to cut such notes o r d raft s 
in halves, and send them at two d iffere nt 
times, wa iting till the rece ipt of one half is 
ac know ledged before the o the r half is 
se nt. 

The Money-order Office,-bein g now 
ca rried on by the post offi ce on the public 
acco unt , re mittances by means ofmoney ­
orders can be made by application at the 
Money-o rder Office, at the south side of 
the ha ll of the General Post Office ; or the 
severa l branch o ffi ces in Lombard Street , 
Charing C ross, Old Cave ndish Street , 
and High Street , Borough . The charge for 
such o rders will be sixpence on sums of 
two po unds and under , and o ne shilling 
and sixpe nce o n sums between two and 
five pounds. To avo id tro uble, it must be 
unde rstood that the party in whose fa vour 
the o rder is d raw n, must attend pe rsona ll y 
to rece ive it. No orders will be g iven for 
sums beyond thi s amount. 

Money-orde rs will be g ive n on a ll post 
towns in England and Ire land , and to the 
princ ipal ones in Scotl and . They can also 
be d rawn by these on each other and 
London , but those d raw n on London can 
onl y be pa id at the Genera l Post Office. 

The fo llowing receiving houses around 
London , are likewise empowered to pay 
and grant money-orders, viz:-Edmon­
ton, Greenwich , Hamme rsmith , Lime­
house, Richmond , and Woolwich . 

Ove rcharges re turned be tween the 
hours of ten and fi ve, on presenting the 
overcharged lette rs at the window in the 
hall of the General Post Office. Over­
charges may likewise be obta ined at the 
branch offi ce, Lombard Street; o r the 
lette r may be se nt to the offi ce by the lette r 
ca rrie r of the di strict, and the overcharge 
will be returned with the le tte r in two 
days. 

The receiving houses fo r le tte rs are no 
longe r di stinct; lette rs may indi sc rimi-
September 1979 
nate ly be put into any of them . 
So ldie rs and Sailo rs' lette rs, when re­

ce ived fro m part s beyond the seas, with ­
out the postage of one penny having been 
prepa id , (the prese nt restriction to half an 
ounce in we ight remaining in full force,) 
are subject to a rate of twopence onl y. 
So ldie rs and Sailo rs' lette rs are not li able 
to any additiona l postage on re-directio n. 

So ldie rs and Sa ilo rs' lette rs when sent. 
o r rece ived by pri vate ships, are li able to 
the ship-le tte r gratuities, in addition to the 
postage. 

BRITISH RATES OF POSTAGE 
UPON FOREIGN LETTERS. 

1st. Be tween France and the countries 
and pl aces unde rmentioned . 

2nd . Be tween Germany (via France) 
o r Ho ll and o r Be lgium . 

3rd . Be tween Germany (not via 
France), Denmark , Sweden , or othe r 
parts of the north of Eu rope, or any 
country th ro ugh Be lg ium , o r Ho ll and , o r 
Germany. 

4th . Be tw ee n Swit ze rl a nd ( vi a 
France). 

5th . Between Spa in , Italy, Sicily, Ve­
ne tian Lombardy, Turkey, the Levant , o r 
Archipe lago (all vi a France) . 

I st. 2nd . 3 rd. 4th . 5th . 
s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d. s . d . 

Spain 2 2 3 6 3 I 0 3 4 3 9 
British North 
Ame ri ca a nd 
the U.S . of 
America I 0 2 4 2 8 2 2 2 7 
Gibraltar. 2 6 3 10 4 2 3 8 4 I 
Malta, the Ion-
ia n Is la nds , 
Greece, Syri a, 
Egypt , and the 
East Indies 2 6 3 10 4 2 3 8 4 I 
Po rtugal 2 7 3 10 4 2 3 8 4 I 
Made ira 2 8 3 II 4 3 3 9 4 2 
Brazil 3 7 4 10 5 2 4 8 5 I 
Buenos Ay res, 
Chili , and Pe ru 3 0 4 9 5 I 4 7 5 0 
Mex ico, Co-
lombia, a nd 
C uba 3 2 4 5 4 9 4 3 4 8 
St. Domingo 2 4 3 7 3 II 3 5 3 10 
J ama ica a nd 
t he Wes t 
Indies 2 3 3 6 3 10 3 4 3 9 
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I st. Le tters arri ving at any Port in the 
United Kingdo m , and fo rwarded the nce , 
witho ut pass ing through Lo ndon, between 
British No rth America o r the United States 
of Ameri ca , and the countries and pl aces 
fo llowing. 

2nd . Between the West Indies and 

I st. 2nd. 
s. d. s. d . 

Spain 3 2 3 5 
Port uga l 2 7 2 IO 
Brazil 3 7 3 IO 
Buenos Ayres. Chil i. and Peru 3 5 3 8 
Mex ico. Columbia. and Cuba 3 I 3 4 
St. Domingo 2 3 2 6 

I st. Le tte rs a rri ving at any po rt in the 
United Kin gdo m , and fo rwarded the nce , 
witho ut pass ing through Londo n , be twee n 
G ibra ltar and the countries and pl aces 
unde r-me ntioned. 

2nd . Between Malt a, the Io nian Is­
lands, G reece Syri a, Egy pt , or the East 
Ind ies (no t v ia France), and the countries 
and places under-me ntio ned . 

I st. 2nd. 
s d . s. d. 

United States of America 2 II 3 3 
Brazil 4 6 4 IO 
Bue nos Ayres. Chi li. and Peru 4 4 4 8 
Mexico. Columbia. and Cuba 4 0 4 4 
St. Domingo 3 2 3 6 

SHIP LETTER O FFICE.-Letters for­
warded th ro ugh thi s offi ce to the Cape of 
Good Hope, Isle o f France , East Ind ies , 
&c., to pay the full inl and ra te of postage 
to the po rt where the ship may be , and 
twope nce sea postage fo r eve ry le tter not 
exceedin g three ounces, and o ne shilling 
pe r ounce for every ounce above . 

Newspapers and price currents that have 
paid stamp dury, a re forwarded to India, if 
made up ope n at the e nds, at one penny per 
o unce. 

A ll lette rs and newspapers forwarded 
th rough this o ffi ce , except those between 
po rts in G reat Brita in and Ire land, must be 
paid fo r at the time they are put in . 

The re a re seven de li veries and seven 
co llectio ns of le tters in Lo ndon da il y and 
by a rece nt regul atio n , the e ight o'c lock 
de li ve ry has been extended to a ll pl aces in 
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the e nvirons of London w ithin the c irc le of 
th ree miles fro m the Genreal Post Office. 
These pl aces have now fi ve de li ve ries , and 
five despatches dail y. 

FOR TOWN DELIVERY LETTERS 
PUT IN-

T he Rece iv ing Houses. 

Mo rnin g 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Afte rnoon 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

The Princ ipa l Office 

Mo rnin g 
Di tto 
Ditto 

Afte rnoon 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

They are sent o ut fo r deli very at 

Mo rning 
Ditto 

Afte rnoon 
Ditto 
Ditto-ws6 
Ditto 

Nex t Mo rning 

Ho urs. 
8 

10 
12 
2 
4 
6 
8 

Hours. 
9 

11 
I 
3 
5 
7 
9 

Ho urs. 
10 
12 
2 
4 

8 
8 

LONDON TO THE COUNTRY. 
T he Rece ivi ng Houses. 
Morn ing 
Noo n 
Afternoon 

D itto 
T he Princ ipa l Offices. 

Mo rning 
Afte rnoon 

Ditto 
Ditto 

Hou rs. 
8 

12 
2 
6 

Hours . 
9 
I 
3 
7 

T hey are despatched from the latter at 
Ho urs. 

Mo rnin g 
Afte rnoon 

IO 
2 

(con tinued on page 300) 
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THE U.S. 20-CENT PARCEL POST STAMP OF 1912 
(A Correction of a Correction) 

By Henry W. Beecher 
Unfortunate ly, part of the information 
supplied by Mr. Henry M . Gobie and 
used by Mr. Philip M . Silve r in hi s 
correctio n (The C.C.P ., November 1978) 
of hi s 20-cent parce l post artic le in the 
March 1975 issue was itse lf erroneous. (I 
will try not to stumble in my turn ; a 
co rrection of a co rrec tion of a co rrection 
might make a ll of us involved in the 
publication of the se ries look ridiculous !) 

Kno wing (as I am sure Mr. Gobie also 
does) that insured mail required a dated 
postmark and an in surance e ndorsement 
and number, and thinking it unlike ly that 
those would have been pl aced e lsewhere 
than on the tag enve lope bearing the 
postage and add resses, I dee med it advi s­
able to check Mr. Gobie's o the r premi se . 
A quick map measurement showed the 
di stance be twee n Quincy, Illino is, and 
She rman , Texas , to be about 525 miles, 
not "something over 600 miles . " Thi s 
means that the ra tes for the fo urth parce l 
post zone applied, not the fifth . (To be 
quite sure, I wro te to the Quincy post 
office, and rece ived confirmation that 
Sherman was in the fo u11h zone .) Look­
ing at the ra tes in effec t fro m January I , 
1914, th ro ugh April 14 , 1925 , we fin d 
that 43¢ paid for a ten-pound parce l to the 
fo urth zone. (The parce l post rates we re 
not changed by POD O rder 90 10, effec­
ti ve Sept. I , 1915 , as Mr. S ilve r's artic le 
seems to say .) 

We may be sure that thi s parce l was not 
ma iled while the W ar Tax on parce l pos t 
was in effect (from Nov. 2, 191 7, through 
Dec. 31 , 1921 ), barring the low pro bab il ­
ity that the required revenue stamp was 
affi xed e lsewhere than on the address and 
postage tag . A parce l on which the post-
eptember 1979 
age was 43¢ had to have 2¢ in documen­
tary stamps affixed. 

Thus, we may conc lude that the stamps 
in question were used after the 3¢ stamp 
was issued and almost ce rtainly before 
Nov . 2, 1917 . Use in the pe riod 1922 
through April 14 , 1925 , while poss ible, 
seems most unlike ly fo r such an obvious­
ly commerc ia l cover; few non-phil ate lic 
ma ile rs wo uld have had stocks of e ithe r 
stamp variety even at the beg inning of 
that pe riod . 

On a minor po int , I suppose Mr. Silver 
just abse nt -mindedl y spoke of the stamps 
be ing precance led . The pe rfo rated initi als 
we re, of course, no kind of cance ll ation , 
but an anti-theft sec urity measure o f the 
mailing firm . 

No w fo r a question to which I be li eve 
many o the rs as we ll as myse lf would like 
to know the answer: Wh y does the Sco tt 
I isting fo r each of the Parce l Post stamps 
" On the cover , first c lass ma il " have a 
te rmina l date of 1918? Was the re pe rhaps 
an o rde r fo r post offi ces to di scontinue 
sa les in that year? Poss ibly the Scott 
edito rs felt that the stamps had such 
limited availability at post offi ces afte r 
1918 that almost a ll subsequent usage 
would be " philatelic. " Howeve r, it is 
evident that Scott has no consistent po li cy 
of restricting cove r li stings to non-phil a­
te li c usages. Sure ly man y of the first­
c lass ma il cove rs bearing Parce l Post 
stamps used from 191 3-18 are philate lic; 
small enve lopes bearing the highe r de­
nominations can be no thing e lse. If any­
one is inc lined to di spute the latte r state­
ment , le t hi m show us a non-phil ate li c 
first-c lass usage of the $ 1 Parce l Post 
stamp . I will be interested to see it. 
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The Clubhouse 

THE ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1978 

To the Board of Governors 
The Collectors Club, Inc . 
New York , New York 10016 

I have examined the balance sheet of The Collectors Club, Inc . as of December 31, 
1978 , the related statement of operations and surplus and the statement of changes in fund 
balances for the year then ended . My examination was made in accordance with generally 
accepted auditing standards, and accordingly included such tests of the accounting 
records and such other auditing procedures as I considered necessary in the circum­
stances. 

In my opinion, the accompanying statements present fairly the assets and liabilities 
of The Collectors Club, Inc . at December 31, 1978 , arising from cash transactions , the 
revenues collected and expenditures made by it , and changes in fund balances during the 
year then ended on a basis consistent with that of the preceding year. 

Patrick D. Pill 
Certified Public Accountant 

CURRENT FUNDS: 
Cash - Chemical Bank 

PLANT INVESTMENT FUND: 
Real Estate 
Furniture and equipment 
Library 

OTHER FUNDS: 
House Replacement Fund: 

BALANCE SHEET 

DECEMBER 31, 1978 

ASSETS 

$ 69,781.00 
28 ,986.00 
30 ,293.00 

Cash - Seaman's Bank for Savings 
Marketable Securities at cost 

(Market Value $43,068) 

8,722.00 
35 ,233.00 

Due from Capital Fund 1,180 .00 $ 45 ,135.00 

J. Brace Chittenden Memorial Fund: 
Cash - Seaman 's Bank for Savings 
Marketable Securities at cost 

(Market Value $26,347) 
Due from Capital Fund 

Theodore E. Steinway Memorial 
Publication Fund: 

Cash - Manhattan Savings Bank 
Due from General Fund 

6 ,170 .00 
14,422.00 

648.00 

13 ,787.00 
10 ,000.00 

21 ,240.00 

23 ,787 ,00 

$ 1,027 .00 

129 ,060.00 
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Dr. Harry Mark Daggett , Jr., Fund: 
Cash - Seaman 's Bank for Savings 

Life Membership Fund: 
Cash - Bowery Savings Bank 

Capital Fund: 
Cash - Manhattan Savings Bank 

- Union Dime Savings Bank 
- Emigrant Ind . Savings Bank 

Marketable Securities at cost 
(Market Value $ 197 ,757) 

TOTAL OTHER FUNDS 

TOTAL ASSETS 

14 ,702 .00 
51 ,236 .00 
29 , 170 .00 

2 17 ,449 .00 

16,092 .00 

2,661.00 

312 ,557 .00 

LIABILITIES AND CAPITAL 

CURRENT FUNDS: 
Payro ll taxes payable 
Miscellaneous payable 
Current Fund defi cit 
Due to Steinway Fund 

TOT AL CURRENT FUNDS 

PLANT INVESTMENT FUND 

OTHER FUNDS : 

House Replacement Fund 

J . Brace Chittenden Memori al Fund 

Theodore E. Steinway Memorial 
Publication Fund 

Dr. Harry Mark Daggett , Jr. , Fund: 
Due to Capital Fund 
Fund Balance 

Life Membership Fund 

Capital Fund: 
Due to Other Funds 
Capital Fund Balance 

TOT AL OTHER FUNDS 

TOT AL LIABILITIES AND CAPITAL 

$ 475 .00 
6 ,386 .00 

( 15 ,834 .00) 
10 ,000.00 

45 , 135 .00 

2 1,240 .00 

23 ,787 .00 

109 .00 
15 ,983.00 16 ,092 .00 

2 ,661.00 

1,719 .00 
3 10,838 .00 31 2,557 .00 

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS AND SURPLUS 

CURRENT FUND 

Income: 
Membership contributions 
Contributions - Other 

Operating Expenses : 
Office 

$ 26 ,430.00 
652.00 

17 ,9 18 .00 

421,472.00 

$551 ,559 .00 

$ 1,027 .00 

129 ,060 .00 

421,472.00 

$551 ,559 .00 

$ 27 ,082.00 
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Club ac tivities 
House 
Library 

Cost of publishing Philatelist 

Excess of operating expenses over income 
Defi c it absorbed by Capital Fund 

Net change in surplus 

3,740 .00 
22,409.00 
4 ,443.00 

STATE OF CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES 

PLANT INVESTMENT FUND 

Balance . January I , 1978 and December 3 1 , 1978 

Balance, January I , 1978 
Add: 

Investment income 

HOUSE REPLACEMENT FUND 

Balance , Dece mber 3 1. 1978 

J. BRACE CHITTENDEN MEMORIAL FUND 

Balance, January I , 1978 
Add: 

Inves tment income 

Balance. December 3 1. 1978 

48,5 10 .00 

(7 ,530.00) 

(28 ,958 .00) 
16 ,365.00 

$( 12 ,593 .00) 

$129 ,060.4 1 

$ 40.069.00 

5 ,066.00 

$ 45, 135.00 

$ 19 ,443 .00 

1,797.00 

$ 21.240.00 

THEODORE E. STEINWAY MEMORIAL PUBLICATIONS FUND 

Balance, January I , 1978 
Add: 

Handbook sales $ 1,555 .000 
Inves tment income 7 15 .00 

Deduct: 
Transfer to General Fund 1.555.00 
Newfoundl and Handbook 10 ,000.00 

Balance, December 3 1 , 1978 

DR. HARRY MARK DAGGETT, JR., FUND 

Balance , January I , 1978 
Add: 

In ves tment income 

Balance. December 3 1, 1978 

$33.072 .00 

2 ,270 .00 

35 ,342 .00 

11 .555.00 

$23 , 787 .00 

$ 14 ,837 .00 

1, 146 .00 

$ 15 ,983.00 
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Balance, January I . 1978 
Add: 

Investment income 

Balance , December 31, 1978 

Balance , January I , 1978 
Add: 

Investment income 
Contributions 

Deduct: 
Transfer to Current Fund 

Balance, December 31 , 1978 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP FUND 

CAPITAL FUND 

OPERA TING EXPENSES 

$25, 199.00 
12, 180.00 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1978 

Office: 
Salary 
Telephone 
Postage 
Professional services 
Stationery and suppli es 
Miscellaneous 
Payroll taxes 

Less: Transfer - Steinway 

Club Activities : 
Meeting notices 
Exhibiti on and special events 
Program expense 
Capital Fund appeal 
Annual Dinner/Open House 

House: 
Real Estate Taxes 
Wages 
Gas, electric and water 
Building repairs and maintenance 
Supplies 
Elevator maintenance 
Insurance 
Heat 

$ 2,49 1.00 

170 .00 

$ 2 ,661.00 

$289,824 .00 

37 ,379.00 

327 ,203 .00 

16 ,365.00 

$3 10 ,838.00 

$ 9,900.00 
1,898.00 

365.00 
3,8 13.00 
1,704.00 

515.00 
1,278 .00 

19,473.00 
1,555.00 

$ 17,9 18.00 

I , 197.00 
383 .00 
5 10 .00 
692.00 
958.00 

$ 3,740 .00 

$ 6,651.00 
2 ,717.00 
2 ,829 .00 
3,3 16 .00 

858.00 
1, 128.00 
1,476 .00 
3 ,434 .00 

$22,409.00 
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Library : 
Salary 
Acquisitions , subscriptions and binding 
Miscellaneous 

COST OF PUBLISHING PHILATELIST 

Costs : 
Printing 
Stationery and supplies 
Editorial expense 

Revenues: 
Advertising 
Subscriptions and sales 

Net Cost - Exhibit B 

$ 11 ,9 12 ,00 
778.00 

MARKET ABLE SECURITIES 

HOUSE REPLACEMENT FUND 

Shares or Book 
Par Value Value 

$ 2 ,000 American Tel. & Tel. Co. $ 1,949 .00 
6 V2% - 12/ 1/79 

6,000 United States Treasury Bonds 5,777 .00 
6:Ya% - 1984 

3 ,000 United States Treasury Bonds 2,998.00 
3 1,4 % - 1978-83 

2 ,000 United States Treasury Bonds 1,992.00 
3% - 1995 

2.000 Transcontinental Gas Pipline 1,986.00 
8¥a% - 4/ 1/90 

10,000 E. I. Dupont 9 ,988.00 
8% - I I/ 15/8 1 

60 Shs . Dow Chemical 798 .00 
200 Shs . Exxon 4,140 .00 
172 Shs. Cities Service Co. 5 ,605 .00 

$35 ,233 .00 

J. BRACE CHITTENDEN MEMORIAL FUND 

$ 7 ,000 United States Treasury Bonds 
6:Ya% - 1984 

5 ,000 Farrell Lines Inc . 
8.05% - 4/ 1/88 

50 Shs. International Business Machines 

$ 6 ,524 .00 

5,000.00 

2 ,898.00 

$14,422.00 

$ 3,045 .00 
990 .00 
408 .00 

$ 4 ,443 .00 

$18 ,523 .00 
497 .00 

1,200.00 

$20,220.00 

12 ,690 .00 

$(7 ,530 .00) 

Market 
Value 

$ 1,930 .00 

5 ,269.00 

2 ,421.00 

1,478 .00 

1,855 .00 

9 ,525.00 

1,545 .00 
9 ,800.00 
9,245.00 

$43,068.00 

$ 6 , 147 .00 

5 ,000.00* 

15 ,200 .00 

$26,347.00 
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CAPITAL FUND 

$10 ,000 General Motors Acceptance 
Corp. $ 10 ,007 .00 $ 8 ,488.00 

7 .35% - 1/15/87 
10 ,000 First National Boston 10,258.00 9 ,425 .00 

7 .60% - 7/ 15/81 
20 ,000 First National Boston 21,166 .00 18 ,950 .00 

8% - 1982 
10 ,000 Portland General Electric Co. 10 ,003.00 10,000 .00 

10 'h % - 12/ 1/80 
10 ,000 Columbus & S. Ohio Elec . Co . 10 , 159.00 9 ,550.00 

9 V2 % - 1984 
10 ,000 Detroit Edison 8,904.00 6 ,600 .00 

6% - 12/ 1/96 
15 ,000 First Nat '! Bank Corp . 15 ,255 .00 14 ,625.00 

7 .2% - 6/ 1179 
25 ,000 New York Telephone 25 ,250 .00 21 ,220 .00 

7 V2 % - 3 1 / I/09 
10 ,000 Columbia Gas 8 ,251.00 8 ,500 .00 

5% - 10/1 /82 
20 ,000 Sears Roebuck 20 ,443.00 18 ,250.00 

?3/1% - 3/ 1/85 
5 ,000 General Telephone (Convertible) 4 ,470.00 3 ,225 .00 

4% - 3/ 15/90 
5 ,000 W. R. Grace (Convertible) 4 , 100 .00 3 ,500 .00 

4 1/,,% - 3/1 /90 
5 ,000 Reynolds Metals (Converible) 4,475 .00 3 ,475 .00 

4 1/2% - 3/1 /9 1 
5 ,000 Appalachian Power 5 , 108 .00 5 , 125 .00 

11 % - 1982 
15 ,000 First Chicago Corp . 14 ,618.00 13 ,950.00 

63/,,% - 11 /1 /80 
10 ,000 Ford Motor 10 ,283.00 9 ,650 .00 

7 .40% - 1 /1 5/80 
20.00 Columbus & So. Ohio Elec . Co. 20 ,309.00 19 , 100 .00 

9 V..% - 11 /1 /82 
200 Shs . Crocker Nat 'l PFD 5 ,000.00 4 ,725.00 

10 Shs. Exxon 481.00 490.00 
9, 139 Farmers Home Administration 

Notes Guaranteed by United 
States Government 8 ,909 .00 8 ,909 .00* 

TOTAL MARKETABLE SECU-
RITI ES $217 ,449.00 $ 197 ,757 .00 

*Indicates Book Value 

DEDUCTIBILITY OF CONTRIBUTIONS 
Several members have written to the 
Capital Fund chairmen inquiring 

about the temporary 1 loss of the Collec­
tors Club's exemption from New York 
City real property taxes. The question 
September 1979 
raised is , ''How does this affect contribu­
tions to the Capital Fund . Are such contri­
butions still deductible on Federal and 
State income tax returns?" The answer is 
a resounding YES! 
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LONDON GENERAL POST OFFICE (cont'd) 
Ditto 
Ditto 

4 
8 

But letters, whether from town or its 
enviro ns, may be put in at the principal 
offi ce three quarters of an hour late r for 
each despatch . 

Lette rs put in before e ight o'c lock on 
Saturday evening are de li ve red in the 
country on Sunday morning. The dated 
stamps, or if the re are two , that having the 
latest hour, shows the time of day at which 
lette rs were despatched fo r delivery from 
the principal offi ce. The postage of thi s 
300 
office may or may not be pa id at the ti me of 
putting in , at the option of the sender. 
Newspapers pass free by the London Two­
penny Post, except in those cases where 
they shall be posted and delive red within 
the limits , fo r the time be ing, of the 
Genera l Post de li ve ry, when the postage is 
one penn y on each newspaper. 

Any irregularity in the delivery of let­
ters , communicated to the comptro ller, 
will be dul y attended to; and if the covers 
bearing the date stamp, are produced, they 
wil I serve to di scover where the fault lies . 
There is no connection between the two 
types of taxes. Real property taxes are 
lev ied by a municipality or o ther subdi vi­
sion of a state. Until quite recentl y, the 
Collec tors Club 's exemption fro m such 
taxes was provided for in the Real Proper­
ty Law of the State of New York . A 
change in the law , limiting exemption to 
educational and charitable organizations 
principall y was enacted severa l years 
ago. The City of New York , by local law, 
then terminated exemptions fo r libraries, 
bar assoc iations , bible soc ieti es and sc i­
entific soc ieti es to name but a few. 

Ignoring the fact that the Collectors 
C lub was an educational institution , hav­
ing been so des ignated in a dec is ion of the 
Court of Appeal s of New York , the City 
Tax Board ended our exemption. 

Deductibility of contributions to the 
Collec tors C lub , however , stems from the 
re levant sec tions of the Internal Revenue 
Code . Pertinent sections may be quoted , 
in part , as fo llows: 

Sec . 170(c) CHARITABLE CONTRI­
BUTIO NS DEFIN ED.-For purposes 
of thi s section , the te rm " charitable 
contribution " means a contribution or 
gift to or fo r the use of-

(2) A corporation , tru st , o r commu­
nity chest , fund or fo undation 

(B) organized and operated exc lu-
sive ly for religious, charita­
ble , sc ientific, literary or 
educational purposes . . . . 
(emphas is added) 

(D) which is not di squalified fo r 
tax exemption under section 
50 I (c)(3) . ... 

The New York State Tax Law bas icall y 
conform s to the provisions of the Internal 
Revenue Code . 

Without attempting to prov ide detailed 
background of the Club 's compliance 
with Sec tion 50 I (c)(3) , it is suffic ient to 
state that the last Federal audit of our 
records and acti vities proved that the 
Collectors C lub 's bas is for exemption 
was proper. 

It is hoped that thi s short analys is will 
a ll ay the fears of our members insofar as 
the deductibility of contributions to the 
Collectors C lub . Such contributions are 
still deductible on Federa l and State in ­
come tax returns. 

The successful outcome of our lega l 
action aga inst the City of New York, will 
res tore our exemption from local real 
property taxes as we ll . 

Philip Silver 

( J) legal action to appeal the decision of 
the Tax Board is presently before the 
courts. 



Book Reviews 

A merican Air Mail Catalogue, Vol­
ume III, Fifth Edition, 1979, Edi­

tor-in Chief, Dr. Perham C . Nahl. 519 
pages , hardbound . Published by Ameri ­
can Air Mail Society , Cinnaminson, N .J. 
08077 . Available from dealers and Dr . 
James J . Matejka , Jr. , 614 North Elm­
wood Avenue, Oak Park , Illinois 60302. 
$ 12. 50 , postpaid . 

Reviewing Volume II of the American 
Air Mail Catalogue in the November 
1977 issue of the Collecto rs Club Philat­
eli st , 1 stated it is, "a worthy addition to a 
comprehensive compendium of air mail 
data unrivalled , in thi s reviewer 's opin­
ion, in any country in the world ." That 
opinion has not changed . If anything, the 
publication of Volume Ill reinforces it . 
The complete edition of thi s major work 
will eventually consist of fi ve volumes, 
li sting everything and anything the co l­
lector of airposts would want. 

It is true, of course, that the subject 
matter of thi s and the other vo lumes is 
basicall y for co llectors o f the air mail 
stamps and covers of the United States . 
When thi s monumental work is complet­
ed in the next few years, it will consist of 
approx imately 2 ,500 pages. Thus , every 
collector of U .S . air mail s , whatever his 
or her interest , wi ll fi nd sections that 
appeal directl y or even peripherall y to 
such interes t. For those co llectors who 
speciali ze in foreign fli ghts , there is a 
sec ti o n e ntitle d , " Earl y Fo re ig n 
Flights," which appeared in Volume I of 
the present edition . 

The present Volume III supplements 
the li sting for " U.S . Contract Air Mail 
Routes" which appeared in Volume ll. In 
that volume, route numbers I through 72 
were li sted . Volume III continues with 
route 73 through route 299 and includes 
air tax i routes and autogiro service as 
well . An insight into the comprehensive­
ness of this section is found in the fact that 
287 pages are devoted to this popular 
co llecting area . 

Ai rport dedication covers are covered 
September 1979 
in depth in the next section . The more 
than 100 pages devoted to this section are 
a complete update of the section which 
appeared previously in 1969 in Volume I 
of the Fourth Edition. Not surprising , 
cover prices show marked increases in the 
10-year hiatus between catalogue list­
ings. Airport dedication up to October 12 , 
1977 are included . 

Rounding out the catalogue is a section 
devoted to Lindberghiana . This section 
last appeared in 1970 in Volume III of the 
Fourth Edition . The new section has 
twice as many pages of text with a con­
comitant increase in the number of illus­
trations of cachets and covers . The 50th 
anniversary of Lindbergh's epochal flight 
in 1977 resulted in a veritable outpouring 
of stamps , commemorative fli ghts and 
special cance llati ons fo r thi s popular col­
lecting fi eld . These are adequately cov­
ered in the section . For the Lindbergh 
collector, Volume Ill of the American Air 
Mail Catalogue is a dec ided MUST! 

The final section of thi s volume is a 
cumulati ve, chronolog ical index of every 
cover li sted in Volumes I , II and Ill. This 
is an extremely useful tool. The collector 
need only check the date on his cover and 
the city of orig in of a fli ght . The index 
indicates on which page of each volume 
the cover is li sted . This cumul ative index 
is a new feature of the current edition of 
the catalogue not available in previous 
editions . In the past , the collector had to 
wait for the final volume of an edition for 
the index . 

The American Air Mail Society , pub­
li shers of this volume , caters to collectors 
in every facet of aerophilately. Additional 
information is available from John J . 
Smith , 102 Arbor Road , Cinnaminson , 
N.J . 08077 . 

(Philip Silver ) 

CRASH COVERS, An Aerophilatelic 
Challenge, by Joseph L. Eisendrath , 210 
pp , copiously illustrated . Published by 
the American Air Mail Society and avail­
able from James J. Matejka , 614 N. 
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Elmwood, Oak Park, IL 60302. $15. 

A viation's accidents are tragic. The 
collection of crash remains may be 

ghoulish, but the study of mail salvaged 
from "wreakage" forms a very definite 
part of aero-postal history. 

Because of his intense interest in , study 
of and writing about crash or interrupted 
flight covers over a 40 + year period, Joe 
Eisendrath is universally known and rec­
ognized as the field's leading expert. 

Those of us who have seen his many 
volumes of charred postal relics and doc­
umentation thereof at his Illinois home or 
at exhibitions here and abroad, (he 
showed portions at our own meetings,) 
hopefully waited for the day when he 
would put his experience and research 
results on paper. 

This has come to pass and the results 
has more than satisfied our expectations. 
A talented wordsmith, he has put together 
a throughly readable book that will long 
stand as THE definitive reference on the 
subject. His style clearly shows that he 
knows and loves this aero-philatelic speci­
ality. 

Covers rescued from ill-fated plane 
flights usually have , " Damage due to air 
mail interruption" markings. Tragic rel­
ics. they represent the tangible , h~toric 
remains of aircraft that never made it to 
their final destination whether a pilot 
walked away unscathed or hundreds of 
passengers met sudden, disastrous end. 

Mr . Eisendrath has approached his col­
lection with the cold disinterest of a medi­
cal examiner, yet his personal grief for 
unknown victims seeps through his com­
mentary . 

An absolute must for the aero-philatelist 
''Crash Covers'' is an exciting bit of 
reading for all who have any interest in 
aviation, its progress and unfortunate inci­
dents. 

As a permanent reference source, the 
book lists pilots involved in crashes, 
poundages of mail recovered and even 
rules on how to authenticate such covers­
with increasing interest in and high prices 
obtained for interrupted mail items , some 
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faking has been discovered. 
Extremely valuable is the reproduction 

of listings from the "American Air Mail 
Catalogue," editorship of which Mr . Ei­
sendrath assumed following the demise of 
L.B. "Bart" Gatchell, its original com pi I-
er. 

(£.A .K.) 

ST AMPS OF IRELAND, Specialized 
Catalogue, 1979 edition, Edited by Da­
vid MacDonnell. 123 pages, illus . soft­
bound. Available from David MacDon­
nell & David Feldman , Ltd.. 102 
Leinsten Road, Dublin 6, Ire land . Price 
£1.50 

C onsidering the relatively conse rvative 
stamp issu ing policy of the Iri sh De­

partment of Posts it was a surprise to find 
this latest edition of "Feldman's" almost 
a third larger than the previous-123 
pages this year against last year's 93. 
Actually, the new commemoratives is­
sued since the August '66 "Scouting" set 
(w ith which the '78 ed ition concluded) 
occupy on ly four of these pages , but 
almost every other section of the cata­
logue has been expanded, either by inclu­
sion of li stings previously omitted, or 
addition of pertinent information former­
ly found on ly in the more specialized Iri sh 
handbooks . 

The treatment accorded the Iri sh Rail­
way stamps is a case in point. They are a 
bona-fide and interesting part of Iri sh 
philately, having been issued under Gov­
ernment license between 1891 and 1920 
for use on letters conveyed by the various 
Iri sh railways . Whereas last year's cata­
logue contented itself with a brief li st ing 
of the railways that issued such stamps, 
we now have a complete listing and 
pricing of these issues, many of " them " 
illustrated . As far as I know, this is the 
only readily available source of informa­
tion on these stamps. 

The section devoted to the stamps of 
Great Britain used in Ireland before 1922 
has also been expanded by the inclusion 
and pricing of the 1912-22 George V 
issue with simple cypher watermark and 



the 1913 V2 d green and Id red of the same 
design , but with multiple cypher water­
mark . Since the latter two are priced at 
£45 and £70 respectively , and their sim­
ple cypher counterparts are priced in 
pence , they are well worth checking for. 
The Engli sh postage dues of 1914 are also 
included for the first time. 

In the "forerunner" sec tion , under 
which arbitrary title are included the var­
ious patriotic and political propaganda 
labels beginning with the controversial 
Fenian issue of 1865 , there are few 
changes except for the insertion of some 
explanatory notes, and the pric ing for the 
first time of the "broad crown" version 
of the 1908 Sinn Fein label , depicting the 
woman with harp and wolfhound, as a 
tete -beche pair. I prefer the treatment 
accorded these issues in the Hibernian 
specia li zed catalogue , where, in contrast 
to their prominence in the Feldman , they 
are relegated to the ex treme back of the 
book and c learl y designated "labels . " 

Feldman ' s coverage of the overprinted 
provis ional issues of 1922-35, which has 
always been first-rate , has thi s year been 
improved even further by noting the 
quantities issued for each value as far as 
can be ascertained . This information was 
previously avai lab le in the Feldman 
Handbook , but since that is now out of 
print and increasingly difficult to come 
by , its inclusion in the ann ual catalogue is 
certainly welcome . As in previous years 
Scott , Gibbons , Michel , and Yvert & 
Tellier numbers for each overprinted is­
sue-indeed , for all subsequent issues as 
well-are provided. This is an especia l 
convenience for those who follow the 
foreign auctions , which more and more 
are the prime source for most of the 
sca rcer Iri sh material. 

The prac tice of following li stings of 
se ts with short notes indicating prices for 
gutter-pairs and first-day covers, which 
we were accustomed to where the defini­
tives and commemoratives were con­
ce rned has now been carried over to the 
Do llard and Thom low value overprints as 
well. 

Where we reasonably expected to find 
September 1979 
a note however-but didn ' t-was follow­
ing the li sting of the 9d Dollard overprint 
in carmine (Feldman Tl IA), if only to 
indicate the controversy swirling around 
that stamp . Scott and Yvert do not li st it at 
all, and while Gibbons and Michel do , 
they may be simply echoing Feldman . In 
any event, a considerable body of opinion 
hold s that the 9d was never overprinted in 
carmine at all (as the 4d certainly was) 
and that the darker shades of red overprint 
are merel y the result of double or treble 
inking of the plates . Then too the basic 
stamp exists in several shades of agate, 
one almost a black , and thi s also can 
affec t the appearance of the overprint. 
Iri sh controversies are notorious for being 
irreconcilable so thi s one undoubtedly 
will be with us for a while. As in previous 
editions there is good coverage of the 
overprint varieties, Dollard and Thom 
control s , and Harri son co il joins and con­
trol tabs. 

Where the definitives are concerned 
the major changes are in the li stings of the 
current Heinrich Gerl "animal" series . 
There is ac ute spec iali st inte rest in these 
issues , which have undergone changes of 
currency, watermark, co lor , and gum , 
and prod uced numerous printing varieties 
since their introd uct ion in 1968 . The 
Feldman catalogue has expanded its cov­
erage thi s year by a li sting of the gum 
types, and by an individual pric ing of the 
cy linder blocks. The spec iali st , of course, 
will want the inexpensive handbook by 
Brian Warren and Ed Fitzge rald , " The 
Gerl Definitives , " published las t year in 
Dublin by Ian Whyte , which in the course 
of 68 pages skillfully guides the collector 
through the many intricacies of these 
stamps. The Feldman , however , in 6V2 
pages, has managed to include most of the 
known varieties and should se rve the 
majority of co llectors quite adequately . 

A typographical error seems to have 
crept in along with the new commemora­
tive issues. The 1978 East-West Transat­
lantic Flight anniversary issue li sting 
shows the price for a cylinder block of the 
I 7p value at just four times the price of a 
single, omi tting the customary 20% pre-
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mium . But, while one was c reeping in 
another was quietl y creeping out. Pas t 
issues of the catalogue had li sted the" Dot 
on Ann us'' variety as occurring o n the 2d 
valueofthe 1933Holy Year se t. Thi s year 
co rrective surgery has tran spl anted that 
unsightl y blemi sh to the 3d value whe re it 
be longs. 

Ire land has produced onl y se ve n a ir­
ma il stamps, none since 1965 . Neve rthe ­
less, its stra teg ic location and bustling 
a irpo rt s g ive it importance to aero- phil at­
e li sts. The fi ve pages devo ted to spec ia l 
and first fli ghts should prove an El Dor­
ado to co llec to rs of aviation postal hi sto­
ry. 

In addition to the foregoing the essays 
fo r Ire land ' s first definitives, the postage 
304 
dues, bookle ts, and postal stati onary sec­
tions rece ive the same compre hensive 
coverage as in the past. A new sec tion 
devoted to ex hibition cards and souve nirs 
makes it a de but fo r those inte res ted in 
such things. 

Edito r Mac Donne ll dese rves a big tip 
o f the hat for producing an extremely 
use ful and attractive cata logue. So me­
how , in spite o f ri s ing costs, and "the' · 
ex tra pages invo lved, he has managed to 
ho ld the cove r price to las t year's £ I . 50 
without sacrifi c ing quality (ano the r tip of 
the hat). The price is low e nough so that 
eve n those w ith onl y a pass ing interest in 
the stamps of Ire land can affo rd to own it . 
The Iri sh spec iali st can ' t affo rd no t to. 

(Don Shannon ) 
1979 PROGRAM AND CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

September 12 

October 3 

October 17 

November 7 

November 14 

December 5 

December 19 

- BR AZIL. T H E 1894-1 906 ISSUES- Jo hn Fos­
be ry. Ne wto n Abbot. Devon. Great Brita in . 

- TH E SA G A O F TH E C. C. N. A - Alex Re ndon . 
New York , N . Y . 

- LOOKI NG AT TH E ITA LIAN R ESO R G I­
M EN TO THROUGH PHILA TE LIC E YES - Dr. 
Enzo Die na. Ro me . Ital y. 

- NE W ZEALA N D 1855-1873-Robe rt P. Ode n­
we ller , Be rnardsville, N . 1. 

- · S WE D EN. THE "'SKILLI NG BANCO"' IS­
SUE - T omas Bjaringe r , Stockho lm . Swede n and 
Lauson H . Stone, Brookl yn, N . Y. 

- TA L ES OF TH E MISSISSIPPI - Harvey Warm. 
New York. N . Y. 

- BOARD O F GOVER NOR"S OP EN HO US E 
The Collectors Club Philatelist is Interested in Receiving Articles Pertain­
ing to Your Field of Philatelic Endeavor whether it be specialized 
information, research or postal history. 

If you have such material for publication or in the process of preparation 
please contact Executive Editor, Ira S. Zweifach, The Collectors Club, 22 
E. 35th St., New York, N.Y. 10016, for its possible inclusion in a future 
issue of our journal. 



NO.NAME 

7017 Dan R. Barber 

7018 Joseph A. Romanelli 

7019 George W. Baehr 

7020 Charles F. Perry 

7021 Richard D. Warren 

NEW MEMBERS 

ADDRESS COLLECTING INTEREST 

Lansing, Ill. Aerophilatelic Literature: US 
Air Mail Field Covers-Cancels, 
Lindbergh Material, CAMs, 
1926-34, Pan American Air­
ways Flight Covers, A.C. 
Roessler & Milton Mauck Ma­
terial 

Utica , NY 

San Antonio , TX 

US Postal History 

US, Fiume, Ionian Islands, 
Montenegro , Vatican City 
(Surcharged Issue of 1934) 

Torrance, CA 19th & 20th Century US, 1869, 
CSA 

Philomont, VA US used classics, fancy cancels, 
US, Canadian Revenue, Penal­
ty mail , Cindarellas 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 EAST 35TH STR EET, N EW Y O RK , N.Y . 1001 6 

Ira S . Z we ifach 

A le x Rendo n ............... . . . . . 

Ro be rt P . Odenwc lle r 

Ernest Wilkens 

Class of 1979 
Herbe rt J . Bloch 

John R . Boker . Jr . 
Elliot! Coult er 

Louis Grunin 
Bernard D. Ham1er 
Erne st Wi lk ins 

John R . Boke r. Jr . 

Governors 

Class of 19RO 

Ernest A . Ke hr 
Abbot Lut z 

Ale x Re ndo n 
F . Burto n Sell ers 

Ph ilip Si lve r 
Ira S . Zwc ifac h 

Trustees 
Philip S ilver 

......... .Presidenl 

. . .. Vici" Presidenr 

...... . .. . Secrerarv 

...... Treasurer 

Class of 198 1 

H. D . S . Have rbec k 
Wi lliam H . Mi ller. Jr. 

Robe rt P . Ode nweller 
John D . Do wd 
Ernest E . Fri c ks 

Sidney M . Schwanz 

F. Burton Se llers 
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·~~!!!!!!!!!PHILATELIC HANDBOOKS~~=i 

Published by The Theodore E. Steinway Memorial Publication Fund 

UNITED STA TES 

United States, The Ten Cents Stamps of 18SS-S9 - M. I. Neinken, 1960 .... ....... $10.00 0 

The Pony Express - M. C. Nathan and W. S. Boggs, 1962 .... ... ..... . .. . .. . .... . ... .. .. . Sold out 

United States, The Sc Beacon Air Mail Stamp of 1928 -
H. M. Goodkind, 196S ... . .. ....... . ... . ..... ..... .. . ... .. .. .. ... .. ...... . ..... . ... .. .. .. .. .. $ 2.00 0 

CONFEDERATE STATES 

Civil War Prisons and Their Covers - E. Antrim , 1962 .. . .. ..................... ....... $ 10.00 O 

OVERSEAS 

Afghanistan, Its 20th Century Postal Issues -
F. E. Patterson , III , 196S . .. .. .. ... . ...... . ..... . ... . .. .. . ... .. ... .. .. . ... .. . .. . .. . ... .. .. . . $10.00 0 

Corrientes, The Issues of 18S6-S9 - L. Stich, 19S7 ............... . ... .......... ......... . ... . Sold out 

French Morocco: the 1943-44 Tour Hassan Issues -
C. Neidorf, 19S3 .. ..... . ... .. ... . . .... . ..... . ...... . .. . ....... . .... . ... .. . .. . .. . ... . . ... ... . . . $ I.SO 0 

Honduras, The Black Air Mail - I. I. Green , 1962 ..... . .... . ... . ... . .. . .. .. . . .. .... .. . . $ 1.00 0 

Philatelic Handbook for Korea, 1884-190S -
Korea Stamp Society .... ....... . .... . . .. .. ..... ....... .......... . .. . ... ...... . .. .. .. .. ... . .. . $10.00 0 

Manchoukuo - H. K. Zirkle, 1964 ........................................................... . $10.00 0 

The ew Hebrides, Postal Stamps and Their History -
N. Hals and P . Coll as, 1968 ...... . .. . .. . .. . . .. . ... ..... . .. ... .. ... .. .. ... . . . . ... . .. .. ... . $10.00 0 

New Zealand, 1898-1899, Great Barrier Island Pigeon Post Stamps -
J . R. Walker, H. L. Chisholm and H. M. Goodkind, 1969 .............. ........ . $ S.00 0 

A Postal History of Spain - T. Van Dam, 1973 .................. .. ... . .. .. . . .. ...... . .... . $12.00 0 

Postage Stamps of Lithuania - Lithuania Philatelic Societies 
of New York and Toronto, 1979 ........ ... . ......................... .. .............. . .. .. $14.SO 0 

COLLECTORS CLUB 

The Collectors Club Philatelist, Cumulative Index to Volumes I to SO, 
1922-1971 - E. C. Wilkens and J. D. Dowd. 1972 ... . ... .. .. ....................... $10.00 0 

Reprint of the First Scott Catalog, 1868 - 21 pages ... . .... . ... . ... . .. .. ................. $ 2.00 0 

Plus postage and handling 

SPECIAL TO MEMBERS: 25% DISCOUNT ON ANY BOOK 
ORDERED FROM THIS PAGE 

'~===THE COLLECTORS CLUB=-=-~ 
22 East 35th Street, New York, N. Y 10016 
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J. N. SISSONS LIMITED 

MOVES TO 

THE ROYAL YORK HOTEL 

SUITE 1 - 129 

NEXT AUCTIONS 

NOVEMBER 14 - 15, 1979 

PARK PLAZA HOTEL 

AVENUE ROAD & BLOOR STREET 

GOLD ROOM 

FEBRUARY 27 - 28, 1980 

ROYAL YORK HOTEL 

CONFEDERATION ROOM 

THE ROYAL YORK HOTEL 
TORONTO, CANADA M5J 1 E4 

PHONE 416-364-6003 CABLES:SUSTAMP, TORONTO 
September 1979 307 



3

Fine covers and postal history material of 
most countries. Unusual rates and usages 
of adhesives on cover - combination 
covers - used abroads - specialist mate­
rial of all kinds. 

Rare and medium 19th century stamps of 
the Commonwealth group, proofs, essays 
and specimen stamps. thirty years ' experi­
ence of handling top quality material is at 
your service. 

RITCHIE BODILY 
72 FITZJOHNS AVENUE 

LONDON, NW3-5L8 
(01-435 8425) 

Callers are welcome, but by appointment 
only please . 
Do Not Sell Your Collection 
as long as you enjoy collecting and as 
long as you have fun with your stamps. 
But when you get tired of a collection 
because it has reached its goal, when 
you want to start in another philatelic 
field, do not hesitate to dispose of the 
"finished". collection. In this way you 
will obtain additional funds for pur­
chases in your new field. When you 
decide to sell, talk with a dealer whom 
you have trusted with your purchases. 
He is the right man to sell for you the 
items he has once sold to you. We are 
always happy when we can give advice 
and help of this kind. Contact us when 
the time is ripe and we will do our best 
to arrange a satisfactory sale of your 
material, either by private sale or by 
auction. 

MERCURY STAMP CO., INC. 
10 East 40th Street 

New York, N.Y. 10016 
Tel. : MUrray Hill 3-6745 

Cable Address: Mercstamp Newyork 
08 
EUROPA 
ANDORRA-1977, cpt. impf. 

(254/55) .......................... $ 33.00 
1978-DeLuxe Sheet, cpt. (262/63) 70.00 

Same-Collective Sheet of 2 .. 1 20.00 
AUSTRIA-1964, SI.SO imperf. 

(726) ... .•. ... .. ... ..... .•. .. . .. . .. 120.00 
BELGIUM-1974, 3F imperf. 

(806) . . .. . ... . .. .. .. . .. . . . .. ... . .. . . . 60.00 
FRANCE-1956, cpt. impf. scarce 

(895/6) ............................ P.O.R. 
Same-De Luxe Sht. rare..... 495.00 
Same-Die Proof ................ P.O.R. 

MONAC0-1978, cpt. impf. 
(1013/14) ........ ... •. .............. 20.00 
Same-Souv. Sht. of 10, impf. (1114a) 

........................................ 140.00 

Cash with Order - Subject to prior sale! 
We have a fine selection of EUROPA, 
France Imperf. , DeLuxe, almost cpt., 
also diff. 1979 iss. Ask for special offers 
and other Topicals. 

S. SEREBRAKIAN, INC. 
P.O. Box 448, Monroe, N.Y. 10950 
SPECIALIZING IN 

CHOICE 

UNITED STATES 

Stamps and Covers 

CANADA 

PENCE ISSUES 

Bruce G. Daniels 
ROOM 612 

82 DEVONSHIRE STREET 

BOSTON, MASS. 02109 



AUCTION 

OCT. 24, 25 & 26 

Catalog 3 weeks before sales. 
BY MAIL: Send name, address and $1 . 

HAWAN # 618•, 18SO Red Prov. Govt. ovpt, 
00. 50 issued. Realized $11 ,000 in April 78 

#533 
H&G #7 (issued 1887) . A lot of J_Q_of the 
above . incl uding various printing flaws 
and varieties . 1969 catalog of $25 .- f o r 
only $11.50 
Post Paid . send check today' 

A lso . other Postal Sta tio n ery a nd Pos tal His tory 
from anywhere in the world ava ilab le . Se nd priCP 
range and re ferences . 

GARV HENDERSHOTT 
1637-B EAST 15th STREET 

LITTLE ROCK, ARK. 72202 U.S.A. 
Phone: (501 ) 376-7243 
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ARE YOU ON OUR 
MAILING LIST? 

WE OFFER 
FREQUENT 

MAIL SALES 
FEATURING 

WORLD WIDE 
COVERS 

POSTAL HISTORY 
SALES, INC. 

(THE CLEARING HOUSE FOR 
STAMPS AND COINS, INC .) 

764 West 18lst Street 
New York, N.Y. 10033 

U.S.A. 
310 
PACIFIC ISLANDS 
BRITISH BORNEO 

Covers, Proofs, Specimens 
Postal History 

If you are looking for specialist material 
from any of the British , French , German, 
or US Pacific Islands, New Guinea, 
Brunei , Labuan, Sarawak, North Bor­
neo-write me. 

For Example, I Can Offer: 

COOK ISLANDS 
A selection of pre-war covers and proofs 

HOWARD LEE 
P.O. Box 636C 

New York, N.Y. 10017 
Covers 
Fine Stamps 

Proofs, Specimen Stamps 
Postal History and Specialized 

Material of all Countries 
Valuations for Insurance, Probate and Sale 

When in London visit our showrooms and offices. 

Inquiries invited - ensure that .vour name and interests are recorded in 
our Register of Specialists. 

~r~ Argyll Etkin Limited £ 
55 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON Wl Y 9DG ENGLAND 



S

REVENUE STAMPS and PROOFS 

An important section of U.S . Revenue issues is be ing offered in Bournemouth Stamp 
Auctions 4th October sale. 

Incl uded are co llections and selections of Federal and States issues and Private 
Proprietary die and plate proofs , also with Beer Stamps and a co llection of Match and 
Medicines valued £300 . The section opens with 1765 Almanack and Newspaper stamps 
for Briti sh Colonies in North America - the stamps that sparked the Revolution! 

Illustrated Catalogue by Airmail $3 

With regul ar auctions held in BASLE, BERMUDA, BOURNEMOUTH, GENEVA, 
JOHANNESBURG and LONDON , we att rac t international bidding from leading 
co llec tors and dealers and believe that 

WE SELL YOUR STAMPS 
WHERE THEY SELL BEST 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
50 PALL MALL, LONDON SWJY, SJZ, ENGLAND 

Cables: " Stamps London SWI " , Telex: 9 154 10 , Y.A.T. No. 239/4486/3 1 
GERMANY WANTED 
COMPARE 

WE PAY MUCH MORE 

AT HIGHER PRICES 
Covers, Sheets, FDC, Hinged, Used. 

Collections, Accumulations, Zepp Covers, Etc. 
Highest Prices Paid. 

States - Colonies - Unlisted Items, Saar, Danzig, Etc. 

Ship Insured or Registered with price, or we will make our highest 
offer within 24 hours after receipt. No lists, please. 

ALL OTHER WEST EUROPE STAMPS WANTED 

ARTHUR FALK 
Malling Address 

P.O. Box 232 
Jericho, N. Y. 11753 
Tel. 516-433-0066 

Office Address: 380 N. Broadway, Jericho, N.Y. 11753 
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THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 

PUBLI CATIONS 

By J. R. Purves, R.D.P., F.R.P.S.L. 
Postal Historv of Port Phillip District . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... .. .. . . . 
The "Emblems" of Victoria . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... . 
Victoria: The Postage Dues ............ .... . . . . . . . . . . 
Victoria: " Butterf/v" and " Barred Oval'" Cancellations 1850-55 
Victoria: The " Barred Numeral '" Cancellations 1856- 19 12 
Victoria: Th e " Registered" and " Too Late'" Stamps 1854 -58 
Victoria: 190 1-12 Issue (The 3d .. 4d .. and 5d. Values) ......... . 
Victoria : The V Over Crown Wa termarks ......... . 
Philatelv f rom Australia: Cumulati ve Index to Vols 1-X, 1949-58 
Philatelv f rom Ai1stralia: Cumulati ve Index to Vols XI-XX , 1959-68 
The Posta l Historv of Barakoma Airfie ld, Rev. A. H. Voyce ............. . . 
Tasmania : The Postal History and Postal Markings, H. M. Campbell. F.R.P.S. L. , 

J . R. W . Purves, F.R.P.S.L. , L. C. Viney. F.R.P.S.L. 
New South Wales Numeral Cancellations, Alan G. Brown and H. M. Campbell , 

F.R.P.S.L. $5.00. First Supplement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ . 
Cumulative Index: Commonwealth of Australia, W . M. Holbeac h. F.R.P.S.L. 

Postage Extra in all Cases 

JOHN GARTNER at THE HAWTHORN PRESS 
601 LITTLE BOURK E STREET. MELBOURNE. AUSTRALI A 3000 

$3. 50 
$6. 50 
$6. 50 
$2. 50 

$ 10.50 
$ 10. 50 
$ 1. 00 
$ 1.00 
$150 
$ 1.50 
$2.00 

$ 10.50 

$ 1.50 
$3. 50 
3

1979 - Our 61st Year 

STAMPS WANTED 

Each year Our Public auctions 
and Gold Medal Mail Sales 

Sell Over 75,000 Lots ! 
We Urgently Need Additional Material ! 

You want the most for your stamps. We gladly pay it without delays or 
bargaining. Bring in personally, or send in by insured mail or express, 
attention: Appraisal Dept . All shipments a re held aside intact awaiting your 
instructions after we send our offer or advice. Informal appraisals are free, and 
our buyer can visit you to inspect la rger properties. 

J. & H. STOLOW, INC. 
915 Broadway, New York , N.Y. 10010 Tel. : (212) 533-0790 

· 'RGled firs t in stamps bv all standard aurhoriries· · 

Stolow's has purchased outright , at the top market price, with immediate cash 
payment , more than $50.000.000 worth of fine stamps. Our needs a re 
unlimited. 

Fair treatment is alwavs assured 
12 



The Development 
of Rates of Postage 

A. D. Smith 

Originally published in 1917, this rare work has not been generally known or available to 
specialists of Postal History. It was originally written as a thesis for a doctoral degree in 
Economics at the University of London and subsequently published. 

This 431 page reference deals with the Postal Rates of England, Canada, the United States , 
France and Germany only and is divided into Chapters as fol!ows : 

1 The Rate for Letters, II The Rate for Newspapers, Ill The Rate for Parcels 
IVMinor Rates , V Local Rates, VI International Rates, VII An Analysis of Cost. 

Three Appendices include material on Rates of Inland Letter Postage Charged in England 
1635-1915, Foreign Rates in the British Service , the Thurn and Taxis Posts in Germany, 
Parcel Post in Canada, the Supplemental Services , Post Office Revenue , Graphs and an 
Appendix on Documents and Extracts illustrating aspects of relevant Postal History. An 
INdex and Bibliography are included. 

A small edition of 400 copies bound in Library Buckram has been produced for specialists . 

$40.00 POSTPAID 
Quarterman Publications, Inc. 

5 South Union Street 
Lawrence, Massachusetts 01843 
SPECIAL OFFER OF COINS 

1 cpl. series coins - extremely fine - Feder­
al Republic of Germany, with legend: BANK 
DEUTSCHER LANDER (very rare , value cat­
alog SCHON D-Mark 246,-- !!) 16 different 
coins from all 4 mints of Germany = D, F, G 
&J 

Lowest possible price, only $64.­
Cash with order or cash on delivery. 

EXCHANGE OF COINS 
I give 2 different coins - extremely fine -
Federal Republic of Germany (value catalog 
SCHON D-Mark ?o,-) or 4 diff. coins Federal 
Republic of Germany (value catalog SCHON 
D-Mark 140,--) in exchange for 
Silver coins, world-wide, your choice - also 
manifold - of the same value. Only on 
consignment, please, by registered letter. 

BRIGITTA SCHILLER 
STAMPS & COINS - WHOLESALE & RETAIL 

Gerichtsstr. 6, D-5248 WISSEN 
Telephone: 02742/3465 
September 1979 
For the Cen tral and 
Eas tern Asia specialist . 

We supply advanced collectors of th e 
world with rare and unusual ma teria l 
in their area of specialization. 

In addition to our specialized Public 
Auctions , we also handle large and 
advanced collections by Private Treaty. 

Please contact us for your specific 
needs. 

--... ~-e.orge 

•Alevi3~~!e Blvd.sune 307 

Santo Monico Col1fo rnio 90401 
Telephone 12131 450 2543 
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INTERNATIONAL 
AWARD WINNING 

~COLLECTIONS 
ARE EXHIBITED 

~-SHOWGARD® 
MOUNTS 

Beginning with Ph1lymp1a 1970 1n 
London' ShowgMd mount s have 
hC'cn approved .is a protec t1ve/chsp lay 
mount for ex h1b1t rom pet1t1 o n as 
well as album l J!iC' . A decade tater, the 
Exh1h111on Committee of London 80 
off1nJlly ,1 ff1rm s thC' request that 
<..t.tmp'i be mounted 1n ,, manner that 
SC'< ures .1ga1ns1 dtspla(rment 
Showgard mounb are totall y 
dct C'f) lJ hlC' bet.iuse of thf'1r low glarl' 
,urfau', thf'1r ah::.olute re tenti o n of 
st.unp ., .b pl,H rd . and their firm 
,1dhf'..,1o n to backing. When v1C'wing 
the world., most famou scolle<l1onsat 
London 80 nPxl May look for Showg.i.rd 
mounh Th Py will be th<"rf' d'i lhl' 
<ho•< C' of C'\flC'l1t•n< Pd tollC't tors 
"iold ,\I ..,t,unp df'cllt.~ r'i .md stamr 
dC'p.1rlmPnl .. P VC'l)'\VhC'f{' 

. ,J 

l:...d. 
Sample from 
Vidiforms 
Company, Inc. 
p 0 80'\ 488. 
'\lew C1 ! \' NY 10956 

·(,,,1, 1 \lo ·• t.11 ( 11111·1 !""'I·'·\ !!11h l · ·ntuf\ ,.,h1h1t 1•1l on 'h''"~. utl nioun1• 
COVERS 
POSTAL STATIONERY 

Specialist Material 

• 
WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS? 

n.,,, E:n,lanJ Stamr 
643 Fifth Ave. South 
Naples, Florida 339-10 
314 
Do you love U.S. Classics? 
So do I. In fact I hate 

to part with the best 
of them. 

• 

EZRA D. COLE 
NYACK, N.Y. 10960 

Telephone 914 - 358-0964 
NORMAN R. SCRIVENER 
PHILATELIST 

SERIOUS BUYER OF STAMPS 
& COVERS OF THE WORLD 

(201) 731-3668 
P.O. Box 46 Orange, N.J. 07051 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB 

Is Pleased to Announce 

Publication of 
MIRKO R. RAS/C'S 

THE POSTAL HISTORY AND POSTAGE STAMPS 
OF SERBIA 

A thorough study of every aspect of Serbian philately and postal history. Complete 
and definitive. A must for every student of the Balkan area. 

288 pages, profusely illustrated. Hard cover - $15.00 
25% discount of Members. Postage and Handling - $1 .50 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35th St., New York, N.Y. 10016 
For Quality U. S. A., Canada, Great Britain and British 

Commonwealth of the Classic Period, please contact 

W. E. LEA (PHILATELISTS) LIMITED, world leaders in 

this area. 

W. E. LEA (PHILATELISTS} LIMITED 

I THE ADELPHI 

JOHN ADAM STREET 

STRAND 

LONDON WC2N bAP 

Tel 930 1688/9 

Cables: LEAST AMPS. 
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· THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
and the 

LITHUANIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETIES 
of New York and Toronto 

Announce the Publication of a New Handbook 

POSTAGE STAMPS OF LITHUANIA 
Edited by Jonas Grigaliunas, Steve lvanauskas, Charles Matuzas and 
Joseph Mulevich. 11 informative chapters. Includes: All Stamp Issues, 
Essays, Proofs, Postal Rates , History and a Bibliography. 

244 pages. Hard cover. $14.50 
Special to members. 25% discount. Postage & handling $1.50 

Available for Immediate Shipment 
from 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35th St. , New York, N.Y. 10016 
 

WE CAN HELP! 
Our lists cover these areas :­

Europe: both West and East, from Clas­
sics to about 1950, incl udi ng varie ties, 
postmarks , proofs and speciali st materi al. 

Commonwealth: a ll areas, with espe­
c ial interest in Far East , and Spec imens. 
proofs etc . 

Overseas: China, Japan and Far East , 
South America In depe nden t A fri ca, 
Egypt & Near East. 

Collections: the whole world , mai nl y 
in o ne-country co llec ti ons. A ll re a­
sonably priced. 

Revenues: a fast-growing area of inter­
est where 19th C. c lass ics are still plenti ­
fu l. Rarities & country lots . 

Postal History: from pre-stam p to re­
cent , individually and in lots, covering 
the who le world. 

Le t us know which of the above lists you 
would like to receive, and le t us have a 
$ 1 bill for regular a irma il se nding . 

J. BAREFOOT (INVESTMENTS) LTD . 

85 Saltergate 
Chesterfield 540 1JS 
Derbyshire En 1la nd 

~s 

•
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BRITISH 
COLUMBIA 

Scott #18. $1 on 3p. 

Fine used with light cancellat ion. 
Perfo rations as usual a little rough but 
good centering and fresh co lor. 

$450.00 

F. W. COLLONS 
Stoborough Croft , St. Cross, 
Winchester, Hants. , England . 



UNITED STATES 
STAMPS 

For The 

COGNOSCENTI 

We solicit your want lists 

for 
Superb United States Stamps . 

Our stock will surprise you . 

QUALITY INVESTORS, LTD. 
ROBERT L. MARKOVITS 

P.O . BOX 891 
MIDDLETOWN, N .Y . 10940 

914-343-2174 

Master Charge or Visa 
accepted on orders over $50.00. 
September 1979 
OUR 543RD SALE 
To Be Held 

OCT. 23rd & 24th 
At Our Offices 

INCLUDES 

120 lots of Columbian, 30 lots of U.S., 
Zeps , Plus , back of the book material. 

Daniel F. Kelleher Co., Inc. 
Est. 1885 

TEN POST OFFICE SQUARE 
Boston, Masi. 02108 

Stanley J. Richmond, Proprietor 

Telephone 7 42 0883 Area Code 617 
WHY BUY NEW ISSUES FROM LONDON, ENGLAND? 

London is the center of the world stamp trade. Dealers in Great Britain's capital 
city are at the hub of the philatelic world, so they see more, sell more, and are 
'bang-up-t~date . ' 

DAVID FIELD LIMITED operates a comprehensive mint New Issue Service to 
any address on the globe. It's a specialist service for the knowledgeable and inter­
ested serious collector keen to buy stamps at the never-cheaper new issue prices. 
Dealing with every Post Office in the world is beyond the capacity of most collee­
tors - but not beyond David Field Limited, who have a network of contacts built 
up since their establishment in 1884. 

When there is a "short" issue with a limited life and small print the desks of the 
DA YID FIELD New Issue Service act as a temporary resting-place for just so 
long as it takes to wing them out to our standing order clients. Of course, clients 
get all the regular issues too, from every nation on earth, heralded or unknown, 
popular or unjustly ignored - whatever they order. 

So, think. Are you really satisfied with your present supply of New Issues? Did 
you receive all those varieties available in London but not offered elsewhere? 

DAVID FIELD LIMITED would be glad to assist you with your collection. 

Please write for a personal reply to: 

FRANK SPENCER, 

DAVID FIELD NEW ISSUE SERVICE, 
42 BERKELEY STREET, LONDON WIX 5FP 
GREAT BRITAIN . . • and let us do the worrying. 

P.T.S. B.P.A. 
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iig"toRRlfR( flllilllf lilCO 
6 NUMERI PUBBLICATI IN UN ANNO 

420 PAGINE STAMPATE 

36 RECENSION! DI PUBBLICAZIONI 
63 ARTICOLI DI 50 TRA I PIU FAMOSI 

AUTORI INTERNAZIONALI 
25 ARTICOLI TRADOTTI IN INGLESE, 

FRANCESE E TEDESCO 

DISTRIBUZIONE IN TUTTO 
IL MONDO 

ABBONARSI PER UN ANNO VUOL DIRE 
RICEVERE PUNTUALMENTE LA PIU 

PRESTIGIOSA RIVISTA DI FILATEUA 
AEROFILATELIA E STORINPOSTALE 

6 ISSUES A YEAR 
420 PAGES PRINTED 

36 REVIEWS OF BOOKS 
63 ARTICLES BY 50 OF THE MOST 
OUTSTANDING AUTHORS 
IN THE WORLD 
25 ARTICLES TRANSLATED INTO 
ENGLISH, FRENCH AND GERMAN 

DISTRIBUTED ALL OVER 
THE WORLD 

TO SUBSCRIBE FOR A YEAR, ONE 
WOULD RECEIVE PUNCTUALLY THE 
MOST PRESTIGIOUS MAGAZINE 
OF PHILATELY, AEROPHILATELY 
AND POST AL HISTORY 

------- -- ---- -- -- - -- - -- --- -- -- - - ---------------------------- -------- -~-------
Ocsidcro riccvcre infom1uioni per l 'abbonamcnto a: 

I would Wte lo rueiue det12iled informt1tion concnnin& the subscrlplion to: 

via 
•dreu 
ci ttl 
town 

IL NUOVO CORRIERE FILATELICO 
Vii Martelli , 8 - .50129 Firenze (Ju ly) 
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Rocelter A/G (Peter Holcombe) 
Eisengasse 9, Luzern 6004, Switzerland 

For Outstanding "GOLD MEDAL" Material From 

British Colonies Greece 

Covers 

Saudi Arabia 

And The Rest Of The World 

Proofs Fine Stamps 

China 

Specimens 
' 
'THE FIVE REIGNS' 

COMMONWEALTH CATALOGUE 

' ' 14th EDITION 

U.S. $40 including Air Post ' 
This essential 'Handbook Catalogue' for the serious collector is now available -

525 pages. 

The following B.W.I. countries are complete : 
Q.V. - K.G. VI:· ANTIGUA, BARBADOS, BERMUDA, B. GUIANA, B. HONDURAS, 
CAYMAN, DOMINICA, GRENADA, JAMAICA, MONTSERRAT, NEVIS, ST. 
CHRISTOPHER, ST. KITTS, ST. LUCIA, ST. VINCENT, TOBAGO, TRINIDAD, 
TURKS, VIRGIN ISLANDS. 

EST. 1897 

BRIDGER & KAY LTD. 
24 PALL MALL, 

LONDON SW1 Y 5LP 
[E 

By Appointmenl to 
HM the Queen 

Postage Stamp 
Dealer 01-839 2153 

IN LONDON 

Cables 'BRIDKAY' LONDON 
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GIVE US THE STAMPS 
AND WE WILL DO THE JOB! 

- What can I say. You and your staff did a superb job of selling my stamps - a fine 
catalogue, good illustrations, reasonable valuations, and spectacular results! Due of 
course to involving the "right" people on the floor. 

- E.R. Texas 

- Thank you for the excellent manner in which you handled the sale of my material 
recently. I am very pleased with the results. 

- C.G.F. Michigan 

- Thank you very much for your letter and cheque. May I take this opportunity to thank 
you for the excellent manner in which our business transaction was completed. It is 
thanks to your sound advice over the last 15 years that has kept me away from 
significant trouble. 

- D.A.S., MD, Toronto, Ont. 

- Thank you for your cheque. The proceeds from the disposal of my father's collection 
was a real surprise - much more than I had been led to expect. 

- Miss B.B. Ottawa, Ont. 

- My mother and I would like to thank you very much for the way inwhich you handled 
the sale of my father's Postal History collection. We are both pleased with the results 
of what must have been a difficult and time-consuming job. 

- D.H. Ottawa, Ont. 

- Just a short note to extend my heartfelt gratitude to you and your staff for the courtesy 
and hospitality given me during my stay in Toronto. The Auction was magnificent and 
my participation, exhilarating. I am just beginning to bask in the full glory of my 
purchases. 

- R.P.W., MD, California 

- Thank you for your prompt settlement of my account, and the presentation of my 
material in your catalogue. It has been a pleasure doing business with you. 

- M.J.H. Newfoundland 

- A brief note to thank you for your services in disposing my father's collection and for 
the " big" cheque (which exceeded my expectations many times over). 

- F.E.C. New York 

- Thank you for your recent letter with your cheque for proceeds from the auction. As in 
precvious sales, the results were very gratifying. 

- C.Y.H. PhD. New York 

- Je tiens a vous remercier sincerement suite au cheque rei;u. Un tel empressement a 
satisfaire les clients est rare de nos jours, c'est pour-quos je tiens a souligner votre 
delicatesse et votre dvouement. 

- A.A. Montreal 

- Nochmals vielen Dank for ihre hervorragene Leisting meinerseits in ihrer letzen 
Versteigerung, und prompte Verrechnung. lch habe weneiger als die Halfte erhofft. 

- Dr. K.M.G. Germany 

A few unsolicited letters we have recently received. May we hear from YOU? 
Auction Catalogues (and Prices Realized) by subscription for $10 for the next 
four major sales. 

r. maresch & son 
330 BAY ST., STE. 703 • TORONTO. CANADA MSH 2S9 • (416) 363-3777 

OEALERSIN 
RARE STAMPS 
SINCE1924 

SUBSTANTIAL AND SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS 
ACCEPTED FOR OUR AUCTIONS 
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V our prime source 
/~hen searching 
for a truly choice 
classic cover . . . 

Midway Stamps Ltd. 
the serious buyers of 
better material. 

193 Clinton Avenue, Dobbs Ferry, New York 10522 • (914) 693-2444 



HARMERS 
lriter'rl,(J,tiOrtlll 

SPEAKING OF TURNOVER: 

$17 ,230,000 

FOR THE PAST SEASON 

No other stamp organization can provide a global service nor approach 
the activity of Harmers International. With long established branches in 
London, in Sydney (Australia), in New York City and more recently in San 
Francisco, Harmers International can offer your collection to buyers world­
wide. Intelligent division of properties, where appropriate, is also possible. 
Recent examples are the Sir Henry Tucker Bermuda and Dr. Matejka 
Newfoundland Aero-philately. 

Moreover, liberal advances, no lotting fees, profusely illustrated cata­
logues are some of the many advantages which are all yours when you 
appoint Harmers your agent. 

CALL OR WRITE US FOR INFORMATION 

-HARMERS oJXrw fork lnr. - - HARMERS ofSan Francisco /ru. -

6 West 48th Street 
New York, NY 10036 

Cable: Harmersale New York Tel. (212) 757-4460 

- HARMERS of London -

Stamp Auctioneers Ltd. 
41 , New Bond Street, London 

W1 A 4EH, England 

49 Geary Street 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

Cable: Harmersale San Francisco Tel. (415) 391-8244 

- HARMERS of Sydney Pty, Ltd . -

P.O. Box 577 
Darlinghurst, N.S.W. 2010 

Australia 


