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l . Check firm 's re liability and reputation. 

2. Compare amount of advertising. 

3. Check firm 's knowledge and experience. 

4 . Check insurance coverage. 

5. Compare type of catalogues sent out. 

6. Check type of material generally sold. 

7 . Find out about appraisals, payments and ad-
vances. 

8. Compare prices realized . 

9 . Check location and facilities. 

l 0 . Use your own good common sense. 

Apply this or any other fair test, and Harmer, 
Rooke & Co. will pass with flying colors. 

If you wish to sell-be sure to contact us. 

If you wish to buy-be sure your name is on our 
mailing list. 

Harmer, Rooke & Co., Inc. 
I nternational A uctioneers of Fine Stamps 

560 FIFTH AVENUE, 
NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 
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Nearly EVER-Y Offer Made 
by 

"WEILL of NEW ORLEANS" 

f).11 Cia.onfNl 
I -·-

If you are considering selling your collection, the above 

fact may be IMPORTANT to you. 

Of course, the settlement is immediate cash, 'whether your stamps 

are worth $100.00 or $100,000.00 



THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

-considers one of its most important functions the 

improvement of relations between Collectors and 

Dealers . . Our more than 550 Members are / 

pledged to serve you wel I. 

The stamps which they sell you must be and are 

Guaranteed Genuine. 

We urge you to purchase your stamps from dealers 

displaying the A. S. D. A. Symbol. 

We firmly believe that the Members of the Col­

lectors Club and the Members of The American 

Stamp Dealers ' Association are engaged in a joint 

enterprise - the Improvement of Ph ilately. 

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 
65 Nassau Str eet New York 38, N. Y. 
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GI MB ELS . .. the World's Largest Stamp Departments ... 
has everything for the beginner as well as the advanced collector. 
Visit our attractive department where you can purchase a packet of 
2000 different world wide stamps for $3 .50 or a packet of 2500 
different Portuguese Colonies for $175.00; where you can acquire a 
Sc New York on cover for $75.00 or the 1901 Pan-American Issue 
complete in mint blocks of four for $81 .00 ; where you can buy the 
complete set of Offices in China Kl - K 16 in blocks of four at $230.00 
or a very fine mint copy of U. S. # 132 (the 90c 1869 re-issue) . 
(As we have only one of each of some of the ite ms listed they are 

offered subject to prior sale) . 

You will find the la rgest assortment of : 

• United States Issues • World Wide Sets 

• Packets by Countries • Philatelic Literature 

• The Scott Line • The Elbe Line 

• The White Ace Line • Accessories 

.. . OR ... 

Should you wish to dispose of your stamps whether it be a $500.00 
or a $50,000.00 collection you will find it well worth your while to 
consult the buyers at Gimbels. Courteous, Conscientious treatment 
awaits your visit . 

WRITE FOR GIMBEL'S STAMP NEWS. IT'S FREE. 

Gimbels 
Worlds Largest Stamp Departr:ients 

33rd Street & Broadway 
New York 1, New York 

Ninth at Market Streets 
Philadelphia 5 , Pa. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXXI, N O. 4 iii 



BRITISH COLONIALS 
COMPLETE UNUSED D. G. SETS 

BAHAMAS-1929-# 85 to 89-1 p to 3s ... ..... ... ................. .. ... ...... $12.00 
1938-46-# 100tol13-(17)-1h p to £1 .............................. 7 .00 
1942-# 116 to 129- V2p to £ 1 ......................... ........... .......... 12.00 

BARBADOS--1 897- # 81 to 89-1/4 p to 2s6p ........................... ... .... 15 .00 
BR. SOLOMON IS.-1939-43-#67 to 79-lh p to 1 Os ................. ... 5.00 
CYPRUS-1924-28-# 89 to 108-1/4 pi to 90pi .............. .. ......... ..... 10.00 
ECYPT-1914-# 50 to 59-1 m to 200m ... .......... ........................... 6 .00 

1933- # 172 to 176-Sm to 20m ............ ................. ......... .... .... 10.00 
1931-# C3 , C4-50m on 27m, lOOm on 27m ........................ 14.00 
1933-38-# CS to C25-1 m to 200m .................. .. ................ .... 14.00 

FALKLAND IS.-1938-41- # 84 to 95 (15)- 1/2p to £ 1 ................ 8.50 
FIJl-1938-40- # 117 to 127 ( 13 l-V2 p to Ss ..... ... .............. ... ....... 10.00 
JAMAICA-1938- # 116 to 128-V2p to 1 Os .. ... .... .... .... ........ .... .... . 4 .00 

1945- # 129 to 135-1 V2p to 1 Os ....... ......... ......... ............ .... ... 4.50 

KENYA Er UCANDA-1 922-27- # 18 to 36-1 c to 1 Os ...... .... ........ 15.00 
1938-42-# 63 to 75-lc to £ 1 ................... .......... .......... .. .... . 7 .25 

LEEWARD IS.-1 921-32- # 61 to 83-1/4p to £1 .......... .. ... .... ......... 35.00 
NAURU-1924-37- # 17 to 30-lh p to 1 Os...... ........ ... ................... 5.00 
NEW CUINEA-1925-28-#1to13-lhpto £ 1 .... ........... .. ........... 12.50 

1931-#Cl to Cl 3-1/2 p to £ 1 .... .. ...... .. ....... .... .. ... ................ .. 25.00 
NEW H'EBRIDES-1911--# 17 to 25- V2 p to Ss ...... .. .. .. ....... .. .. .. ... 5.00 
NEW ZEALAN D-1940-#229 to 241-lh p to ls .. .................... .. 5.00 

1931-# 83, B4-lp+ lp, 2p+ lp ............................................ 22.50 

NICERIA-1938-41-# 53 to 64- 1/2p to Ss ........................ ........... . 8 .00 
NIUE-1911-1 7-# 14 to 29-1/2 p to 1 s ................................... .... ... 7 .50 
NORTH BORNE0- 1950-#244 to 258-lc to # 10 ........................ 7 .50 
NYASSALAND-1938-44-#54 to 67 ( l8 l-V2 p to £ 1 ............... . 12.00 
RHODESIA-1905- # 76 to 81-1 p to Ss .......... .............................. 7 .50 

Your Want-List 

of Singles or Sets Will be Greatly Appreciated 

SIDNEY F. BARRETT 
37 Nassau Street £ NewYork38,N.Y. 

Telephone CO 7 .6070 
IV THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI, NO. 4 
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Edilorials 

Good Judges ; Poor Losers 

In baseball, th e fans yell, "Kill the um­
pire . They who idolize th e players blame 
eve rythi ng upon th e men "who call th em as 
they see them." Most spo rts writers closely 
associated with baseball wi ll tell you th a t 
the umpires, both in character and intelli­
gence, are far supe rior to the players and 
coaches. 

As we see it, this parall els stamp exhibi­
tions. After most every stamp show, the 
jury is unmercifully taken to task. In very 
few instances is such criticism justified. It 
cannot be denied that very occasionally some 
jurors are incompetent or biased. One or 
both of these factors warrant critici m. But 
by a"nd large, especially in the more import­
ant stamp exhibitions, the quality of judging 
is good. This does not mean perfection, nor 
can the finest jury ever assembled please 
everybody. Very few exhibitors know or ap­
preciate what goes on in a jury room. The 
marvelous philatelic knowledge collectively 
assembled can never be measured nor ap­
preciated. The hours of hard , physical labor 
can never be made known to the rank and 
file. 

Those who are wont to cri ticize a jury 
manifest a most common human fai ling. They 
harp on th e errors, real or imagined. It is 
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th at fault w hich reasons thus: Do 100 things, 
of which 99 were right ; make one mistake 
and yo u w ill never live th a t down. 

P erhaps it is about time th a t the cnt1cs 
were put in their place. As we see it, most 
all of th e criticisms stem from disapp0inted 
exhibitors, th e malcontents who overrate their 
collections. These a re th e poor losers who, 
unless they receive the top award , att ack th e 
abili ty of th e jury. These malcontents show 
no philatelic knowledge. If they did, they 
would und erstand th e ra ting of their collec­
fion in competi tion. They bandy about the 
term "phila telic research" without the 
slightes t conception of its meaning. 

In our eyes, the quality of judging at most 
important stamp exh ibitions is good. If 
there is cri ticism, th at is caused by th e poor 
losers. We do not refer to those "minor 
league" exhibitions, where a local club wants 
to see everyone, including th e meeting hall 
janitor, receive some award . Ko jury of 
good philatelists is needed for that type of 
stamp show. Reference is rather to the 
larger national or international stamp exhi­
bitions. There are yet many improvements 
to be accomplished . This applies to every­
thing about an exhibition, including the se­
lection of th e jurors. But we find most of­
fe nsive the dissa tisfied howls of the poor 
losers who falsely attack th e competence of 
a fine group of philatelists serving as judges. 

H.M.G. 
NO. 4 



Read All About It ! ! 
More about stamp collecting now appears 

in public print th an ever before. Philatelists 
of pas t genera tions would be as tounded to 
find our hobby making th e front page of th e 
leading newspapers and feature articles in 
the popula r m agazines. This definitely mani- . 
fes ts th e public recognition of st amp collect­
ing as a popular part of our lives. 

But all e)ation among collectors ceases 
upon reading. The mi st akes committed and 
th e disto rtions of facts about philately by th e 
press is beyond belief. This critical st ate­
ment is not provoked by an isol ated inst ance 
o r a few. w rong passages. It stems from th e 
continu al output of ga rbl ed stories w ritten 
about st amp coll ecting in public pr int. In 
our eyes, we still seek th e fi r st reasonably 
accurate phila telic a rticle. 

F or instance, a most insignificant phila­
telic sto ry r ecently made th e front pages of 
m any lead ing newspapers across th e country. 
This was th e discovery of a sheet or so of a 
U nited Nations stamp w ith th e center 
shifted to make it appea r as if th e Rag were 
flying a t half m as t. T his t rivial printing 
slip was stup idly compared to the 1918 fin d 
of our fi rst mai l st amp wi th th e inverted 
center. 

H ow could such a boner be printed? H ad 
th e edi to rs consulted any ru n-of- th e-mill phi­
lateli st , th ey could h ave been prope rly in­
for med th at this was much ado about noth­
ing. Ye t th e newspapers fea tured th is mor e 
th an any philatelic story ever publ ished in 
ou r memory. 

M ist akes w ill occur and thi s one migh t 
h ave been pardoned if a correction h ad fo l­
lowed. W e kn ow th a t collectors all over 
wrote to th eir newspapers callin g the editor's 
attention to th e mistake. I t was important 
to th e public to read th e fac ts because wi th 
th e story as prin ted, many uninformed cou ld 
be deceived into buying a phila telic rarity. 
Instead our press did no thi ng. Were they 
trying to emulate the orientals by saving face? 
It looks tha t way to us. We saw only one 
paper which ran a correction. But it buried 
it inconspicuously in their r egular stamp col­
umn w here th e fewes t number of regular 
reade rs were ap t to see it. 

T he philate lic press wi th one exception sat 
on thei r hands ra th e r th an head line th is bad 
newspape r bo ner. In our view, here was an 
168 THE CO
opportunity for the st amp papers to g'et some 
fav or able publicity for st amp collecting. W as 
D avid scared of Goli ath? 

This blund er add s to the so rry record of 
mist akes about st amp coll ecting appea ring all 
th e time in our new spapers and magazines. 
We can inquire w ith some logic th at if ph i­
la tely is so ga rbled in public print, w h at 
makes w hat is w ritten about med icine, sci­
ence, ed ucation or anything else but spot 
news any more accur ate ? 

The right way of writing about stamp col­
lecting in the publ ic print presents no com­
plex problem. Many good phil a telic sources 
a re ava il able fo r consulta tion. It is sad to 
note th e press contin uing its ways of mis­
t akes w hen th e solution is eve r so simple. 
A ll th at is needed is good accu rate repo rting 
and less sensational claptr ap. 

H .M.G. 

Walter R. McCoy 1880-1952 
WALTER R. McCOY passed away a t the 

L enox Hill H ospi t al, N. Y ., on F riday, June 
20th , 1952. "Mac," as he was affectionately 
kn own to his many frie nds in philately, was 
born on J anuary 12th , r88o, at Bu rl ington, 
New J ersey and was gr ad ua ted from Yale 
U niversity in r905 . H e h ad engaged in the 
m anu fac tu re of electrical fixtures, until h is 
retirement in 1930. In r941 he married 
E th el B. Stewart, one of th e leading lady 
st amp collectors in this country, also a mem­
ber of long standi ng in the Collectors C lub. 

Mr. McCoy became interes ted in the col­
lect ing of imprint and plate number strips 
of the early United States Bureau issues. 
Because this phase of .phi lately was still un­
popular in the old days, he was enabled to 
almost complete every known example of the 
early plates used by the Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing at Washington, D. C . In later 
days when "Plate Blocks" became the vogue, 
he began to collect these variet ies and his 
collection is considered to be the most com­
ple te in the world in this specialty. 

His membership in the Collectors Club 
da tes back to I937· He served the C lub as 
librarian and a lso as Editor of th e COLLECTORS 
CLUB PH ILATEL IST from I939 to I9.j.2, and in 
I940 produced the first C umulative Index of 
Volumes I to XVIII , covering th e period 
r922 to 1939· 
LLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXXl, NO. 4 



MARTINIQUE 
The Manuscr ipt Postmarks 

and Obliterations* 

By ROBERT G. STO E and RALPH HOL TSIZER ** 
The prejudice of collectors against pen-can­
celled st amps is deep and widespread. It 
presum ably originated from experience with 
st amps of ce rta in countries. Such a re those 
o f British Colon ies on which the pen cancel 
usually signifies revenue use ; or of ea rly 
Colombi a on which the hand st amped post­
m a rks a re much sca rcer and more att r active 
th an th e pen cancels. 

The History of a Discovery 

When th e auth o rs fir st encountered th e 
pen-m a rked copi es of th e G ener al Issues o f 
French Colonies, we passed them by wi th a 
full meas ure of th e conventional di sdain for 
s tamps in such cond ition. The fo lly in this 
was ultim a tely r evealed to us by a ch ain of 
ci rcumstances, st a rting w ith th e fac t th at we 
both happened also to be interes ted in th e 
st amps and pos tal hi sto ry of M a rtiniqu e. 

All th e F r ench colonies we re using th e 
Gener al I ssues of st am ps fro m 1859 to about 
189 1, though some colonies began to issue 
the ir own sta mps as ea rly as 188 1. The spe­
cialists in any particular colony usually a t­
tempt to collec t used Gener al I ssues can­
celled in th at colony, on o r off cover. As 
eager l\/I ar t inique specialist s, th e wri ter s soon 
d iscove red th at on th e Gene r al I ss ues in use 
up to about 1878 or 1879 th e d ia mond -sh aped 
" k iller " of do ts insc ribed "MQ E" (fo r Mar ­
tin iqu e) w as peculi a rly monotonous. D ated 
postm arks of Mar t inique we re sing ul a rly un­
common : of th ese only St .-Pie rre and Fort-

* R evised version of a pape r rea d before the Col­
lecto r's Clu b "Stud y-Group Night" meeting, Septem­
ber r 5. 1948. 

** A Contr ibution from the Frnnce and Co lonies 
Gro up. 
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de-France w e re no ted. We wondered : D id 
no t the people in th e m any sm aller settle­
ments eve r wri te any let te rs? (In other 
colonies postm a rks of lesse r offices were much 
in evidence. Could it be th at the Martini­
quais of th e back cou ntry had to go to St.­
Pi er re or F o r t-de-France to m a il a le t ter? 

One day, on e of us, in rumm aging through 
a s tamp de ale r's shoe-box of odd s and ends, 
came upon a p retty little cover w ith a supe rb 
pa ir of the IOC bistre on rose C e res- type of 
French C olonies 1876 issue, neatly pen 
m a rked w ith a fl ouri sh but not tied . (Fig. 
12 ) . Wh at a sha me th a t such a beauty had 
to be defaced w ith a pen ! But oth erwise 
thi s cover a ppea red to be perfectly p rope r 
pos t al usage : the ra te was co rrect ; th e let­
ter was addressed to St.-Pier re , postm arked 
on th e face "G ros-Mo rn e/ M a rtin ique/30/ 
J uil/ 76" and backsta mped "F ort-de-F ranee/ 
l\/I a rtiniqu e" th e same d ay and "S t. -Pierre" 
3 1 July; also on th e face, was a m anu script 
endo rse ment, in w riting oth er th an th e send­
er 's, r eading "S te M a rie, le 29 Juillet 1876" 
and above it "Voie du Sud." 

The m anusc ript nota tions aro used our 
curi osity; as th e dealer m ade a ve ry reason­
able pr ice in vi ew of th e pen cancel, we took 
.th e chance th a t those st a mps o r igin ated on 
th at cover. Now it happened th at we h ad 
some ea rly m a ps of the island; th ey showed a 
road running from th e village of Gros-Mo rne 
th ro ugh Sainte-M a rie and labelled "voie du 
sud"- th e south ern route! (Fig . 1) . 

The next yea r , a collecto r fr iend bought 
one o f th ose auc tion lots m ade up fro m the 
odds and end s of an otherw ise ve ry fi ne col­
lec tion of cove rs o f th e French Coloni es Gen­
e ral I ss ues th at was being broken up in th e 
"sale." In it w e re th e dirty, dog-ea red, 
O. 4 169 
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Fig. l. Map of Ma rti nique, as of about 1920 (?). Towns, hamlets and roads are shown . 
In the 1850-80 period there were fewer roads over the central and northern mountain back­
bone, and the coastal road around the north end of the island was open all the way (-later 

closed by the Pelee eruption, 1902) . 
damaged, and woe-begone specimens one ex­
pects in such a balance-of-the-collection lot. 
Our friend gave us the opportunity to buy 
anyth ing out of it he did not want. The 
cleanest item from l\1artinique was chosen­
nothing wrong with it, just pen cancelled­
he would not have it in his coll ection. This 
cover bore two pairs of the 5c Ceres of 
I872, each st amp centr ally pen marked with 
I70 THE COL
the same neat style of signature but not tied 
(Fig. 13). The front was postmarked in 
h andstamp "Ajoupa-Bouillon/Martinique/3/ 
O ct/ 76" and ca rried a manuscript endo rse­
ment reading " Ste Marie, 2 8bre 76," i.e. 
one day ea rlier than the postmark; on the 
back was handstamped "S t.-Pier re/ Marti­
nique/3/ 0ct/76," the place to which the let­
ter was addressed (-oddly enough , it was 
LECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXXI, NO. 4 
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Fig. 2. Examples of Manuscript Markings from the Stampless Period , 1763-1859 (after 
Fregnac): (a) " Martinique ," as seen on a letter of 1764. (b) " Basse pte 11 juillet 49," 
with "Taxe 70" (centimes) for postage due. (c ) Handstamp postmark of Francoi s, dated 
in manuscript "8 avril. 50." (d) "Gros-morne, 20 Juin 1857, " with signature of post agent 
(or courier?) below. (e) " Rre. Pte, 26 Ju i I let 1854" ; and "R. Pte . 12 Ju in 55," for Riviere-

Pilote (-these seem to be in the same handwriting, though a yea r apart). 
add ressed to the same firm as the letter de­
scribed above found previously). Referring 
again to our old maps, we noted a road con­
necting Sainte-Marie with Ajoupa-Bouillon 
and marked "le voie du nord"-the northern 
route (see Fig· 1 ). The stamps on this let­
ter were also obliterated with the "MQE"­
in-dots, which 'vas not the case with the 
previous letter. We surmised that the 
"MQE" had been added at Ajoupa-Bouillon 
or St.-Pierre. 

From these two covers, which seemed to 
outline a pattern, we drew the hypothesis 
that pen cancelling of the stamps was a regu­
lar procedure at the small places in the colo­
ny, during the 187o's at least. Of course 
proof would only come from many covers, or 
better, from official documents. 

The late Mr. Alfred F. Lichtenstein , who 
collected 19th Century covers from l\t1arti­
nique, chanced to see the pen cancelled covers 
mentioned. He remarked that he had some 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI, N
like them. He too had come to the con­
dusion that the small places regularly can­
ci> lled th e stamps in manuscript. 

Shortly thereafter. Dr. Pierre Bouvet's 
profound study of the General I ssues of the 
Coloni es came to our attenti on. In the chap­
ter on Martinique (L'Echo de la Timbrolo­
gie, May, 1939) he established more defi­
nitel y th e likelih ood of what we had inde­
pendently surmised about th e pen cancelling. 
He had th~ good fortune to analyze the re­
markable Fregnac correspondence, in which 
there were many letters from the small settle­
ments. This material indicated that the mail 
picked up from St.-Esprit, Ste.-Marie and 
Trinite on the "northern route" was post­
marked at Ajoupa-Bouillon; mail from 
Trinite and Ste.-Marie could also go via the 
"southern route" to be postmarked at Gros­
.\Iorne. Mail from places in the southern 
end of the island "·as deposited in the post 
office at Petit-Bourg. Dr. Bouvet's studies 
O. 4 171 



MA R TINIQUE 
!\ ...... , 
I .· ,~If' 

{ '--''/./ ' -<. . I (" ,:/ : ... ' 

"/ 
/ /;,, 

~-. 

Fig. 3. Entire letter of 1846 from Marin to Strasbourg (France ), · with the ra re boxed hand ­
stamp postmark of " MAR IN" in blue. T his was an officially-franked letter (free or pre­
paid? ) dealing with lega l matters; the franking privi lege is indicated by manuscript endorse­
ment : " franche 19 9 bre 18 46 ," with a PARAP HE (below the Marin postmark ) and a large 
pen cross. The St.-Pierre handstamp was added in trans it . Marin was one of a few interior 

postoffices exi st ing from early times to 1849 . (Stone coll. ) 
( 

r evealed no evid ence fo r regul a r pen can­
celling in any oth er coloni es, except for fiscal 
purposes in Indo C hin a durin g th e 188o's. 
H ence nea rly all of th e m any pen-cance lled 
G eneral I ssue st amps spurned and still res t­
ing in dealer 's stocks surely came from 
Martinique . W e proceeded to buy th em at 
eve ry opportunity. More covers turned up. 

A s soon as a consid er able qu an tity of m a­
te ri al h ad been examined w e noticed th a t 
some of th e pen ma rks o r fl ouri shes ( much 
like th e parn plr es on ea rly F rench official­
fr anked mail ) appea red to be almost identi ­
cal on many stamps. The pen-ma rk styles 
seen on th e covers we re fo un d on many 
st amps off cover. Could th is mean th a t each 
post al agent tend ed to adopt a particula r 
style fo r his manusc ript obliterations ? O cca­
sionally th e name of th e town and date w as 
fo und w ritten out in full on a strip of st amps. 

L ater , an illu stra ted a rticle by Mr. F reg­
nac, publi shed in C alriers Plrilatetiqu es No. 6 
172 THE CO
( Nov. r9+6 ), confirmed many of th e observa­
tions w e have made on this subject and added . 
some furth er information. 

It see ms worthw hile to record a composite 
summ ary of all this in fo rm at ion which will 
ca ll th e attention of English-speaking philat­
elists to th e origin and true significance of th e 
pen cancelled General Issues of French Colo­
ni es. The fo ll owing report represents th e 
qu arry of an intriguing ten-year chase. 

In The Stampless Era, 1740- 1859 

From pre-Revolutionary times, we note 
ra re covers wi th manu script post al mark­
ings, such as "MARTI N IQUE" (F ig. 2a) 
wri t ten on a letter of I 764 (Fregnac). In 
th e r8+o's and 185o 's th ey become somewhat 
more co mm on. During this pe riod lette rs 
f rom inte ri o r places such as G ros- M orne, 
Riviere-Pilote and B asse-P ointe a re known 
w ith th e name (sometimes abbrev iated ), the 
LLECTORS CL U B PHILAT EL IST, VOL. xxxr, N O. 4 



MARTINIQUE 
Fig. 4 . Entire letter from St. Esprit to France , postmarked in manuscript (b rown ink) : 
" St. Esprit 2 5 Mai 50," and handstamp postmark of Fort-de - France , 25 Mai 1 850, added in 
transit. The other markings were put on at Calais upon arrival in France . ( Holtsizer coll. ) 
date and th e amount of post age due, all writ­
ten on th e face by the post al agent. (Figs. 
2-5 . ) Officially-franked letters w ere usu ally 
pe nn ed with "F ranche" ( fr ee ) in addition to 
th e postm a rk (wheth er hand stamp or manu­
script ) ( Fig. 3). The prac tice of manu­
script postm a rking a t these pl aces is und er­
st and able wh en w e consider th at most of them 
lacked hand stamp postmark devices. Only 
St.-Pierre and Fort-de-France used hand­
s t amps r egul a rly, th ough M a rin ( Fig. 3) and 
Francois also had th em fo r several yea rs in 
th e 184o 's. As fa r as we can asce rta in, 
manu scr ipt postm a rking was not pr ac ticed in 
th e oth er colonies in th e st ampl ess era, except 
for addin g th e da te to hands tamps. 

The 1859-1864 Period 
A s we have seen, by th e time th e Eagle 

stamps of th e General I ss ues became avail­
able in ovembe r o r D ecember 1859, th e 
precedent fo r manusc ript postmarking w as 
already well es t abl ished in Ma rtiniqu e, even 
though not the rule. Neve rtheless one 
wou ld suppose th a t a t th e sa me t ime th e 
st amps we re issued, devices wo ul d have been 
provided to obliter ate th em, as a t a ll pos t 
offices in oth e r coloni es. But not so in Ma r­
t1111que. There w ere, acco rding to official 
announcements, only fiv e pos t offi ces in th e 
colony in I 860. Only two of th em, St.-Pierre 
and F ort-de-France r eceived obliter ato rs 
(blind " kill e rs" of dots in th e shape of a 
d iamond (Fig. 7 ) or "lozenges" as th e French 
T H E COL LECTORS CLU B P HILATE LIST, VOL. XXXI, N
coll ectors ca ll th em ) in late r 859 or ea rly 
1860. The oth er three post offices, Gros­
Morne, P etit-Bourg and Ajoup a-Bouillon, 
w ere supplied with adh esive stamps in 1860 
but not with oblite ra to rs nor postm a rks. 

In addition , in 1860 a la rge number of 
" post agents" (!act eu rs) we re licensed in th e 
other small towns o r vill ages to sell st amps 
-they were merchants, minor officials, a rmy 
paymaste rs, ph a rm acists, sextons, choirmas­
ters, etc. It is not offi cia lly reco rd ed whether 
th ey had any othe r pos ta l functions. Acco rd­
ingly it would not be surprising that oblite r­
ators we re not provided to th em. H oweve r, 
th e evid ence of th e lette rs ind icates w ith out 
a doubt th at th e pos t agents also coll ected 
and distributed mail s. In oth e r colonies, 
G uad eloupe fo r exampl e, th e post agents col­
lected , postm arked and d istributed mail. 
Moreover , mail co uri e rs runnin g th e main 
ro ads not only coll ected and delivered th e 
mail bags or packets a t each post agent 's, 
but probably also coll ected and distri buted 
lette rs of individuals li ving along the ro ute, 
in th e mann er of th e Amer ican r ural free 
delive ry and as done fo r th e las t cent ury in 
F r ance (note F ig. 7 ) . 

Th e lette rs fro m th e 1859-6+ pe riod pre­
sent us a ra th e r co mplex picture of the post al 
sys tem. All th e lette rs ( both manuscript 
and hand stamp pos tm arked) seen so fa r will 
fa ll into one of th e fo llowing catego ries, 
th ough oth er vari a tions may ye t be discov­
ered :-
O. 4 173 



MARTINIQUE 
Fig. 5. Entire letter from Basse Pointe to Bordeaux, postmarked in manuscript: "Basse 
pointe / 27 . 8 bre 1855.", and with handstamp of St.-Pierre, 27 Oct 1855, added in transit . 

(Holtsizer coll.) 
l. Stampless Letters: 

a. From St.-Pierre or Fort-de-France, 
postmarked on the face with a cir­
cular-dated device (two styles). (Le t­
ters prepaid in cash were marked 
with "PD" in a box, in addition.) 

b. From interior points (including post 
offices, post agencies and rural col­
lections) addressed to St.-Pierre or 
Fort-de-France or to destin a tions re­
quiring passage through one or both 
of those offices. These letters bear on 
the face a manuscript dated postmark 
of the place of origin (or nearest 
place) and sometimes also a notice of 
the route taken; and on th e back a 
hand stamp postmark of St.-Pierre or 
Fort-de-France (or both). Letters 
prepaid in cash were further endorsed 
in manuscript with "F ranche" and 
the post age and sometimes also with 
diagonal pen strokes, across the face. 
(Fig. 6). 

2. L etters sta mped with adhesives: (s tamps 
were required on prepaid letters from 
174 THE COLL
April 1862 on , but prepayment on in­

te rn al mail was not mandatory before 
the end of 1864) :-

a. From St.-Pierre or Fort-de-France, 
postmarked on the face with a cir­
cular dated handstamp, the stamps 
obliterated with either the blind 
lozenge of 8 x 8 points or ( after May 
186.J. only) the "MQE"-in-dots 
lozenge. 

b. From the interior post offices: Ajou­
pa-Bouillon, Gros-Morne and P etit­
Bourg: 

( 1) Befo re September 186.J.: face of 
letter postmarked in manuscript: 

(a) Stamps pen cancelled only. 
(Us ually letters to oth er in­
terior points.) 

(b) Stamps pen cancelled and also 
obliterated upon r ece ipt or 
tr ansit at St.-Pierre o r Fort-de­
France with the lozenge 
("MQE," or blind 8 x 8 
points). (Fig. 7) 
ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXT, NO. 4 
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Fig . 6. Ent ire letter from Macouba to Pari s, postmarked in manusc ript : " Macouba / 25 
febrier 64" (written ove r by some vandal at a later t ime), and with handstamped St .- Pi erre 
Martinique / 26 Fevr. 1864, in tran sit. The broken- topped "8" is a scarce DECIME charge 

.. 

mark used at St. Pierre 1864-70. ( Holtsizer coll.) 
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Fig . 7. Entire letter from Tracee, a large plantation several kilometers east of Gros-Morne, to 
Bordeaux. There is a manuscript postmark : "Gros Morne 24 8. bre 1862" at top which seems 
to be in the sender's writing, however. The letter was prepaid. (note the "PD" in box) with 
5 1 Oc Eagles to make the 50c rate to France via British packet. Three of the stamps are 

-obli te rated by pen signature "GM" (fo r Gros-Morne ). The 8 x 8 blind lozenge was applied 
to the stamps at Fort-de-France in transit, as also the handstamp postmark of that office 
(25 Oct. 1862). The pen marks on the stamps are in the same ink and style of writing as 
the address and therefore were probably written on by the sender of the letter instead of the 
pos t cou rier or postmaster. This is the only letter seen by us on which the sender apparently 

d id the postmarkin g and obliteration. 
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MA R T I ' I QUE 
Fig. 8. Letter from Sainte - Marie to Trinite , prepaid with pa ir of l Oc Eagles ( regular 20c 
internal rate) ; manuscript postmark : Ste Marie 12 Septe mbe r l 864." Stamps pencancelled 
with " crossroads" by agent at Sainte-Marie ; no hands tamp of any postoffice as the le tter went 

direct from one postagent's to another . (From Fregnac ) . 
(2 ) September-November 1864: face 
of letter postm a rked w ith new­
type hand stamp postm a rker of one 
of these offices: 

(a) Stamps pen cancelled only. 
(Usually letter s to other inter­
ior points.) 

(b) Stamps pen cancell ed and also 
oblitera ted upon r eceipt or 
transit at St .-P ie rre or Fort-de­
F rance with th e lozenge 
(" MQE") . 

c . From the post agencies and co urier s 
in th e inte rior , postm a rked on th e 
face in manu sc ri pt: 

( I ) Stamps pen cancelled only. ( L et­
ters to othe r inte rio r points but 
not r equiring transit th rough any 
post office. ) ( Fig. 8). 

(2) Stamps pen cancelled only, and 
face of cove r postm a rked wi th 
handstamp of nea res t post office 
(in transit ). If des tin ation is also 
a post office, its hands tamp post­
m ark is struck on back. 

T he subdivisions (I) and (2) und er sect ion 
2b above result from th e fac t th at th e post­
markers we re issued to th e three interio r 
post offi ces in September , I864 w hereas th e 
oblitera tors we re not furn ished th em until 
T H E COL
The 1864- 1878 Period 

In la te 1864 a slight measure of imp rove­
ment in this unusual pos tal sys tem w as made, 
to th e ex tent th at th e remaining three post 
offices rece ived th eir hand stamp obliter ators 
(" MQE" type only ) and postm arkers. F rom 
th en on we find th ese offices treating the 
mails r ece ived fr om non-postoffice places and 
courie rs in th e same fashion as d id St.-Pierre 
and F ort-d e-France, by add ing th eir di a­
mond obliter ato rs to the already pen-can­
celled st amps ( Figs. IO, II , 13, I4). H ow­
ever, th e re we re occasional retu rns to pen 
cance lling a t th ese post offices in la ter yea rs, 
probably because th e obl iter ato r was tem­
po ra rily los t o r mislaid. In addit ion, stamp­
less letters we re st ill fr equently passed wi th ­
in th e co lony (F igs. 9, I5) , th ough charged a 
stiff penalty of 50 % extra. If extensive 
use of pen cancelling as late as I864 seems 
su r pr ising, its continu ation at all but five 
places unt il 1879 and th e fai lure to create 
any new post offices du ring th at time can 
onl y be regarded as downright r emarkable. 
Mo reove r, in July 1876, w hen in view of 
their joining th e U. P . U., all colonies we re 
directed to cease using obliter ators to cancel 
th e st amps and th e reaf te r to cancel them 
w ith da ted postm arkers, M artinique ignored 
th e directive and continu ed to use th e lozen­
ges until J anu ary, I879. Unless it is assumed 
th at th e o rde r had been los t, this can be 
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MARTINIQUE 
Fig. 9. A ·stampless cover that went from Trinite to St.-Pierre via the northern route . Post­
marked in manuscript : " Trin ite 18 Ocbre 64" ; the handstamp of the postoffice at Ajoupa­
Bouil lon was added in transit ( 19 Oct.). The rate of postage " 1 :20" ( 1 fr 20c) and " Voie 
du nord" are wr itten in a different ink and style from both the sender's and the Trinite post 
agent's. On arrival at St.- Pierre the postoffice there backstamped the letter 19 Oct. 64. The 
envelope is homemade from ruled ledger paper, and the two diagonal pen lines on the face 
con tinued around the back, apparently having been drawn on the paper before it was folded. 

( Holtsizer col I. ) 
charged only to pure stubbornn ess, since th e 
five post offices already had postmarkers and , 
therefore, no cos t or trouble would have 
been involved in g iving up the obliter a tor s. 

As th e number of letters and st amps avail­
able for study is much greater from this 
period than before 1865, we can now att empt 
to draw certain generalizat ions about the 
styles of pen oblitera tions and their signifi­
cance. A number of the pen marks recorded 
from a given place have a striking similarity 
in style. We note that single-stroked ("S t. 
Andrews") crosses and double-stroked cross­
es ("crossroads"), loops and certain initials 
predominate. Similar crosses come from 
various places, whereas th e loops and ini­
tials appear to be distinctive fo r particular 
places (or rou tes?) . 
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The 1879-1881 Period 

These quaint practices disappeared almost 
suddenly in ea rly 1879, when 27 new post 
offi ces we re opened and furnished with dated 
postma rkers to cancel th e stamps. H oweve r, 
one or two of th ese offices occas ionally for­
got to use their new postmarkers; th ey were 
pen cance lling and obliterating some st amps 
and letters as late as 1881. Old habits are 
hard to break, especially in post offices! 
Arou nd 1880-81 letters a re known on the 
face of w hich th e word "Franche" and 
sometimes the postage amount h ad been writ­
ten before the adhesive st amp was applied­
no very plausible explan ation for these has 
been suggested except that the office of origin 
was out of st amps. (Also st ampless letters 
O. 4 177 



MARTINIQUE 
Fig . 10. Cover from Riviere-Blanche to Fort-de-France, prepa id with 20c Eagle stamp. The 
manuscript postmark is "Rre Blanche 26 aout / 70," and the stamp is pencancelled with a St. 
Andrews cross in the same ink as the postmark. The stamp was also obli terated upon arriva l 
at Fort-de-France with the "MQE" -in- dots lozenge ; the Fort-de-France handstamp post-

mark appears on back (26 Aug . 70 ) . !Holtsizer coll.) 

· ~~/~.- · · 
----~ 
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Fig. 11. Cover from Riv iere-Pilate to Paris, prepaid with 40c Ceres (first pr inting) and 30c 
Napoleon of French Colonies l 8 7 1 issue , to make the regular 70c rate to France via British 
packet. The manuscript postmark reads: "Rivre Pte 26 avril / 72" ; the manuscript oblitera­
tion of the stamps is in the "cross-roads" style characteristic of many postagents (and cour­
iers?), and is in the same ink as the manuscript postmark. At Petit Bourg the postoffice 
applied its handstamp postmark (26 Aout 72) and obliterated the stamps again with the 
"MQE" lozenge. There is a Fort-de-France postmark on back and on front the " PD" of the 

Fort-de-France postoffice, put on in transit. (Hol t sizer coll.) 
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MARTINIQUE 
Fig. 12. Entire letter from Sainte-Marie to St.- Pierre, with manuscript postmark: "Voie du 
Sud. / Ste Marie, le 29 )uillet 1876." The letter was carried by the southern route to Cros­
Morne postoffice v.here it was postmarked with the handstamp dated 30 Juil 76. The pair 
of l Oc thick-numeral-type Ceres of French Colonies is obliterated by an identical pen flourish 
on each sta mp, which looks like the initial " H," presumab ly done by the agent at Sainte-
Marie. The letter was backstamped at St.- Pierre on arrival, 31 July. (Stone coll.) 

... ' . . . . 
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Fi g. 13. Entire letter from Sainte-Marie to St.-P1erre, with manuscript postmark: "Ste Marie, 
2 8be 76 ." The letter went via the northern route to the postoffice at Ajoupa-Bouillon 
where it was endorsed with the handstamp postmark (faint ), 3 Oct. , and the stamps obliter­
ated again with the " MQE" lozenge. The pen cancel centered on each stamp looks like the 
Creek letter SIGMA in script and was presumably done by the agent at Sainte-Marie as the ink 
is the same as that of the manuscript postmark . Backstamped at St.-Pierre on arrival, 3 Oct. 

(Stone coll. ) 
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MARTINIQU E 
Fig. 14. Strip of four of the Sc Ceres French Colonies pencance lled " Francois 12 Juin 7- " 
(fina l digit off the stamp ) , and also obliterated with the " MQE" lo zen ge . This piece un ­

doubtedly came from a cover originating at Francois durin g the 18 7 0s and addressed to some 
other Martinique place, the " MQE" being added at Gros -M a rne or Pet it-Bourg en route. 

(Stone col I.) 
are known as late as I 881.) In some cases, 
however, it seems th e senders in rur al sec­
tions lacked stamps and paid th e co urier m 
cash, w ho bought and affixed th e st amps a t 
th e next post office. 

Epilogue 

W e do not need to specul ate on th e rea­
sons for postm arking lette rs and oblitera ting 
stamps at the posting or origin point ; obvious­
ly it would be a t emptation to postal agents 
and co uriers to remove th e st amps fo r reuse 
if th ey had not been oblite rated in th e send­
er 's view at th e time and pl ace of posting. 
The basic mys tery about th ese manuscript 
ma rkin gs really lies th erefore not in why th ey 
we re applied, but in why th e government 
fa iled to su pply all th e post offices and agents 
'~ ith hands tamps fo r this purpose. Th at was 
done in th oroughgoing fashion in all th e o th er 
cclonies either at the time th e adh esive stamps 
were fi r st in t roduced, or in any case not la ter 
th an 1864. We are inclined to explain it as 
a rontinuation of the conse rvative postal tr a­
ditien in the colony evidenced already as early 
as 1849, w he.'l the number of post offices was 
ac t11 ally dec reased. This co incid ed w ith th e 
advent of th e 2nd R epublic (1848) w hen 
many ad min is trative changes were made; it 
was ross ibly an afterm ath of the economic 
depn-ssion due to th e abolition of slavery 
( 18+8). H owever, G uadeloupe steadily in­
creased th e number of its post offices af ter 
1837 and by 1858 had th ree tim es as many 
as M a rtin ique . The use of m anuscript post­
marks instead of hand stamps du r ing th e 
l 84o's and l 85o's could not have saved ve ry 
much money. It must be attributed more to 
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backwa rdness. By 1864 th e population and 
amount of mail had so increased th at the 
delay and cl umsiness of pen cancell ing must 
have become obvious, not to mention th e more 
progressive example se t by the oth er colonies 
and th e mother co untry. 

A List of Places Reported Having 
Used Manuscript Markings 

( D ates are probably only approximate) 

P ost Offices: 

Marin , 1846-49 
Trinite, l 846-49 
A joupa-Bouillon, 1859-64 
Gros-Morn e, 1857-64 
P etit-Bourg, 1859-64 

P ost Agents: 

Marin, 18+9-79 
Trin ite, 1849-79 
B asse-P ointe, 18+9-79 
F rancois, 1850-79 
Riviere-Pila te, 1850-79 
Diamant, r 860-79 
L amentin, 1860-79 
R obert, l 860-79 
Sain t-Esprit, I8+9-79 
G rand-Anse, 1860-79 
Saint-J oseph, 1860-81 
M acouba, 1860-79 
Sainte-Ma rie, 1860-79 
Ma rigot, l 860-79 
P recheur, 1860-79 
Riviere-Salee, 1860-79 
Riviere-Blanche, l 860-79 
Va uclin , I 860-79 
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Fig. 15. Stampless cover from Trinite addressed to St.-Pierre. Manuscript postmark: "Trinite 
3 avril 77" and "30" (the postage due, including 1 Oc penalty for non-prepayment) . This 
went via the southern route to the postoffice at Gros-Morne which postmarked the letter, 
3 avril 77, with its handstamp . There is an arrival handstamp of St.-Pierre on back. 

( Holtsizer coll.) 
It is probable that Car bet, Case-Pilote, 
Sainte-Luce, Anses-d'Arlets, Ducos, Grand­
Bourg, Ste.-Philomene, Trois-Illets, Lorrain, 
and l\1orne-Rouge also used manuscript can­
cels as there were post agents in those places, 
I 860-79. 

The Probable Post Routes: The Post 
Offices and Post Agents Tributary 

to Each , 1860-78 

St.-Pierre -Ajoupa-Bouillon Route: - Ste.­
Phil-omene, Precheur, Grand-Riviere, Ma­
couba, Basse-Pointe. 

St. -Pierre (local) :-Morne-Rouge, 
Ajoupa-Bouillon-Gros-Morne Route : (Voie 

du Nord and Voie du Sud , meeting at Ste. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX!, N
Marie) Grand-Anse, Lorrain, Marigot, 
Ste.-Marie, Trinite. 

Gros-M orne-Fort-de-France Route :-Rivi­
ere-Blanche, St.-J oseph. 

Fo1·t-de-France-St .-Pierre Route (road or 
boat) :-Case-Pilote, Carbet. 

Fort-de-France - Petit-Bourg Route :-La­
mentin, Ducos, St.-Esprit. 

Gros-M orne - P etit-Bourg Route :-Robert, 
Francois, St.-Esprit. 

P etit -Bourg, south ern Loop:-Riviere-Salee 
(=Grand Bourg), Trois-Ilets, Anses-d'Ar­

lets, Diamant, Ste.-Luce, Riviere-Pilote, 
Marin , St.-Anne, Vauclin. (Trois-Ilets 
may have been served by boat direct from 
F ort-de-F ranee.) 
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REINA TEX 

The 1952 International Exhib ition of Monaco 

By WI N THROP S. BOGGS 
R E I N ATEX lived up to its name as 
Queen of Phil atelic E xhibitions. The inter­
nation al show at Monte Ca rlo fr om April 
26th to M ay 4th , 1952, w as ge m-like in its 
beauty, its qu ality and its charm. 

Whil e not th e la rges t exhibit ion, as it con­
sisted of only 58 1 fr ames, of which only 530 
we re in co mpetition, it was literally an ex­
hibition of champions fo r eve ry displ ay was 
by in vita tion. 

The Jury had an adequ ate number of 
awa rds, but th ey did not scatte r th em, r ath er 
th ey m aintained an ext remely high stand ard 
so th a t any R ein atex awa rd is significant. 

It was essenti ally a show of classics, fo r 
w ith th e exception of th e section of M onaco, 
and Airmails, only a h alf dozen exhibits in­
cluded 20th Century Stamps. T here we re 
158 exhibi tors, of w hich 136 we re in compe­
t1t10n. Of course, France and Monaco fu r­
nished most of th e exhibito rs, accoun t ing fo r 
56; Belgium was second , w ith 24 exhibitors; 
and th e U nited States was third, w ith 12 
exhibitors, one of w hich w as The Collectors 
C lub. Of th e eleven remaining exhibitors 
from th e U nited States, all but one we re 
members of th e C oll ectors Club ; and in 
additi on, two foreign members of th e Collect­
ors C lub also exhibited. 

M edals awa rd ed to Collectors C lub mem­
bers w e re as fo llows : 

A gold for Dr. C. W . H enn an of Chicago ; 
A si lve r-gilt to J ohn Boke r, J r. , of New 

Yo rk; 
A si lver wi th Objet d'A rt to Geo rge A. 

H age mann of Y stad , Sweden ; 
A sil ve r w ith fe licita tions of th e Jury to 

H erm an Schloss of New Y ork ; 
A sil ve r-gilt to V an D yk MacBrid e of 

Newark ; 
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A silver-gilt to Eigel R ath je fo r his P ostal 
Histo ry; 

A silver-gilt to Richa rd Canm an of C hicago; 
A silve r to H enry M . G ood kind of ew 

Y ork ; 
A si lve r to Frank K ohn of New Y ork ; 
A silver to E igel R ath je fo r his D anube 

Steamship Co. 
A si lve r to E igel R ath je fo r his F inl and 

P ostal Sta tionery; 
A bronze to H. D . S. H ave rbeck of Summit, 

N. ]. : 

In addition, th e Collectors Club itself, M r. 
John H . H all , Mr. H . R. H. H olmes, Mr. 
H . L. Lindqui st, and Sir J ohn Wilson, ex­
hibited H ors Concours. 

Furthermore, in th e period icals, th e COL­

LECTORS CLU B P HILATE LI ST was awarded a 
silve r, and was th e only American pe riodical 
rep resented a t the exhibit ion. 

Al so in th e Literature section M r. H . D .S. 
H averbeck received a bronze fo r the mono­
g raph on "The Stamps of Nepal," and Mr. 
H enry M . Good kind a Di ploma for th e 
monog raph on "T he F irs t U nited States A ir­
mail Stamps," both of which were published 
origin ally in THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILAT­

EL IST . 

T he Exhibition was unu sual in th at all 15 
of th e .J u ry invi ted we re present, and it was 
in teres ting to observe th a t seven membe rs of 
th e .J ury a re membe rs of th e Coll ectors 
C lub. 

Returni ng for a moment to th e awa rds, 
th e "Osca r" was won by Dr. H . L eemann­
Geymull er of A rlesheim, Sw itze rl and, for his 
magni fice nt show in g of Switze rland 1843-
52, in every respect as nea rly a pe rfect col­
lection as it has been my good fo rtune to see. 

(Contin ued on P age 221. ) 
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A Census 

of the 

HA WA IIA N MISSIONARIES 

By JOH K.BASH 
One hundred and one years ago the Ha­
waiian Government journal, Th e Polynesian, 
informed its readers th at postage stamps in 
the denomi na tions of 2c, 5c and 13c (Sco tt 's 

umbers 1, 2 and 3) h ad become available 
at the local post offices on October r , 185r. 
One Henry M . Whitney had been appointed 
recently P ostm aster of the I sland s, and with 
true economy decided to produce th e st amps 
wi th th e rudimenta ry faci liti es avai lable at 
the Government printing es t abli shment. The 
result was a r ather simple type-set produc­
tion consisting of a numeral of value sur­
rounded by an o rn amental fr ame togeth er 
wi th an appropri a te tex t. All denomination·s 
we re in an a ttr ac tive light blue shad e, and 
we re printed on such a thin , fragile paper th at 
few undamaged cop ies exis t today. 

Th e 2c denomination was used prim arily 
to pay the unit H awai ian postal r ate for 
newspapers and oth er simil a r material to 
foreign ports. The 5c denomination paid the 
Hawaii an post age on a single rate 0 ounce 
letter add ressed to a foreign country. The 
purpose of th e 13c st amp remained a mys tery 
for quite some years, but eventu ally it was 
determined th at it represented th e prepaid 
single r ate for a 0 ounce letter from the 
I sland s to the eas te rn part of th e U nited 
States. The 13c collected by Mr. Whitney 
can be broken down into th e local charge of 
5c referred to above, 2c to th e ship carrying 
the letter to a U nited States port (usually 
San Francisco) , and 6c to pay th e U nited 
States postage from th e wes t coast to its 
final destin ation in the east. Mr. Whitney 
apparently had an arrangement with th e San 
Francisco postmas ter w hereby th e latter 
would pass such letters as prepaid, and re­
ce ive the actual cash from Mr. Whitney at 
some subsequent se ttlement date. 
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This arrangemen t worked very well on the 
whole, but it soon appeared th at certain local 
post offices in oth er sections of th e U nited 
Sta tes wou ld decline occasionally to r ecog­
nize the 13c H awaiian stamp as prepaying 
the U nited States postage, and in so.me in­
stances collected pos tage due from the recipi­
ent. This resulted in complaints to Mr. 
Whitney as ev id enced by ce rta in "Letters to 
th e Editor" wh ich appea red in Th e Poly­
nesian . Apparently, in an effort to remedy 
th e situation a new 13c stamp (Scott 's o. 4) 
was th ereupon issued in which th e major 
chan.ge was a replacement of the legend " H a­
wa iian P ostage" at th e top of th e previous 
13c stamp to one reading " H. I. & U . S. 
Postage ." The date of issue of this new 13c 
st amp is reported in all avail abl e literature 
on th e subj ect as November , 1 852. How­
eve r , examina tion of th e few known cove rs 
bearing this st amp indicates a da te of issue at 
leas t as ea rly as April 26, 1852." 

For th ose unfamili a r with th ese four early 
H awai ian stamps, commonly called th e "Mis­
sionar ies," it might be rema rked th at two 
types ex ist of each st amp. In T ype I , the 
" P " of " Postage" fa lls below and somewhat 
to the right of the " H " of "Hawaiian" or of 
" H . I. & U . S. Postage," as th e case may be. 
In T ype II th e "P" of "Postage" falls 
directly below the " H." Apparently Mr. 
Whitney set up two cliches, differing as de­
sc ribed above, and printed th e st amps in hori­
zont al pairs, probably seve ral pairs to each 
horizontal row. In any event, one used hori­
zontal strip of three is known of the 13c 
"Hawaiian P ostage," the only multiple piece 
of any denomination ye t recorded. 

o r eco rd of th e number of Missionaries 
printed h as ever been located , if , indeed , any 
records h ad been eve r mainta ined . H oweve r, 
O. 4 



THE HAWAIIAN l\ll1ss10NAR1Es · 
· the prospective purchaser need but try to buy 
one to determine that as a group few sur­
vived. Quite a variety of opinions have been 
' THE C
offered as to the relative scarcity of the 
various denominations. To begin with, the 
two major catalogues value them as follows: 
Catalogue Denomi-
Number nat ion Unused 

1 2c $ 
2 Sc 7,000 
3 13 3,SOO 
4 13c 9,000 

Scott Stanley Cibbons 
Used Unused 

$1 S,000 fS,SOO 
' 3,000 1,800 
2,000 87S 
4,000 2,SOO 

Used 
£4,SOO 

8SO 
600 

l ,SOO 
Curiously enough, it is not believed that 
any unused copies of the 2c Missionary exist 
today, although such are priced in the Gib­
bons catalogue. Possibly an explanation lies 
in the fact that two of the used copies are 
lightly cancelled and might by casual observa­
tion or imperfect photography appear to be 
unused. 

Other published opinions as to the rela­
tive scarcity of the Missionaries follow a 
somewhat similar pattern, although some 
competent observers have thought that used 
examples of the 5c and 13C values (Scott's 
Nos. 2 and 3) are of about equal scarcity. 

For some years the writer has been curious 
as to the proper basis for these conclusions. 
So he has assembled an extensive collection 
of photographs, illustrations and other ma­
terial bearing on the subject. These data 
were derived partly from numerous auction 
O

catalogues dating back as much 
years and partly from various 
philatelic literature. The not 
erable reference facilities of The 

as forty 
Hawaiian 
inconsid­

Collectors 
Club and The Philatelic Foundation were 
employed , and further data was obtained 
from certain private collections. At any rate, 
the writer has to date seen or assembled re­
liable data on 147 Missionaries, probably 
representing a substantial majority of exist­
ing copies. Counterfeits, including the Grin­
nell productions, have been carefully avoided. 
However, since some of the earlier photo­
graphs were not of the best quality, it is pos­
sible that one or two forgeries, particularly 
in the unused category, may have been in­
cluded. In any event, no significant distor­
tion of the results can have occurred from 
this cause. 

The number of Missionaries loc r.ted can be 
summarized as follows: 
Catalogue De nomi-
Number nation Unused Used Tota l 

1 2c 
2 Sc 
3 13c 
4 l 3c 

0 
10 
11 
8 

14 14 
37 47 
34 4S 
33 41 
Thirteen of the 2c Missionaries are illus­
trated by the British writers, L. N. and M. 
Williams, in their book, Stamps of Fame. 
A fourteenth copy is shown with this article 
(Fig. l). A fifteenth copy is believed to be in 
existence in the family papers of Ezra Cole; 
but as no description is available, it has not 
been included in the above table. It should 
be remembered that numerous attempts have 
already been made to trace all copies of the 
2c value. The results of one of the earliest 
was published in 1910 by Henry J. Crocker 
who, at the time, succeeded in locating twelve 
copies. The number of the 2c value located 
is therefore probably more complete than for 
the three higher denominations, inasmuch as 
Fig. 1. A 2c Missionary Stamp. Its history 
and present whereabouts are unknown 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI, NO. 4 



TH E HAWAIIAN MISSIONARIES 
Fig. 2 . The most remarkable item known to Hawaiian philately . 
considerably more documentation exists with 
respect to the available copies of the former. 

The relative number of unused specimens 
located agrees within re ason w ith the cata­
logue quotations. Thei r exis tence is due 
l argely to th e carelessness of the early H a­
waiian postal officials in th e application of a 
cancell ation. In fac t, several unused copies 
are known on original cover or on pieces of 
envelope. 

On the other hand , the data with respect 
to the used copies develops th e su rprising in­
dication th at the three highe r denominations 
are of about equal sca rci ty, wi th th e 5c value 
being perhaps a trifl e commoner. These find­
ings a re not in acco rd ance wi th most ex­
pert opinion as given in th e literature of the 
past, but th en it is doubtful w heth er an 
equally extensive examin ation of the subj ect 
previously has been undertaken. 

In this connection, the writer would be 
most happy to examine any photographs or 
illlustrations of Missionaries any reade r may 
ca re to submit. P erhaps th ey will be new 
to him and add further to the list of recorded 
copies. On the other hand , if th e stamp is 
known, perhaps its previous history, if avail­
able, may be of interest to th e present owner. 
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Possibly as much can be lea rned about a 
stamp fr om an examination of the available 
cove rs as from any other source. There fol­
lows below a list of the known Missionary 
cove rs with descriptive and historical material 
pertaining to each. To save space, it might 
be noted th at all Honolulu postmarks are in 
red . 

Covers Bearing a 2c Missionary 

1-1. Only one such is known, a beautiful 
example bearing a 2c and a 5c Missionary 
and a pair of U . S. 3c I85I issue-total rate 
13c. Postm arked " Honolulu*U. S. Post age 
P aid , O ct 4" and " San Francisco, Cal., O ct 
( ?) " and add ressed to a Miss Eliza D awson 
in ew York. The year of use was in all 
probability I854. This cover is und oubtedly 
th e most remarkable item of H awaiian phi­
lately and would probably rank among the 
ten most valuable philatelic items known. 
The early history of this cover is contro­
versial , one source saying th at it was found 
in New Bedfo rd , Mass. in I903 and another 
claiming th at it was discovered in Newark, 

. ]. At any r ate, in I904, it appears to 
have been in the possession of the New Eng­
land Stamp Company. This dealer shortly 
NO. 4 



THE H AWAIIAN MISSIONA RI ES 
Fig. 3 . A Missionary used to prepay the Hawaiian postage on a letter to the Islands. 
thereafter disposed of it to George H. 
W orthington for $6,ooo. When parts of th e 
Worthington collection were dispersed at 
auction in Dece~be r , I917 th e piece r ealized 
$6,100. It is now in the collection of A. H . 
Caspa ry of 1 ew York. Whil e th e cover is 
well know n to most H awaii an collecto rs, no 
a rticle on Missionaries would be complete 
w ithout an illustration (F ig. 2). The reader 
may judge for himself . 

Covers Bearing a 5c Missionary 

2-J. Type I , cancelled with a circul ar g rid 
of 7 bars. Addressed to Mr. J. W. Brittan, 
San Francisco. Postmarked " Honolulu*H a­
waiian Islands, Jan . 18" (1853) and "San 
Francisco, Cal., Feb 18" and bea rs a r ate­
mark "Ship 6". This cover was for merly in 
the collection of H enry J . Crocker and is il­
lustrated in his book Hawaiian Numerals 
(published in 1909). The cove r passed into 
th e collection of Mr. F . C. Atherton in 1930 
and was subsequently given by Mr. Ather­
ton to th e Honolulu Academy of Arts w here 
it now reposes. 

2-2. T ype I , a pencancelled copy on cove r 
w ith a pair of the U. S. 3c 1851 issue. Ad­
dressed to Mrs. Maria Pogue, Lah ainalun a, 
Sandwich I sland s. The cover bear s a m anu­
script notation "AubuTn , Mass., Dec. 21 ," 
186 THJl .CQ
probably th e postoHice of origin . The yea r 
of use is unknown . This cover represents 
an unusual inst ance of a H awaii an st amp 
appearing on a lette r. originati ng in th e Uni­
ted States . Probably Mrs. P ogue se nt a few 
stamps to her cor respond ent in the United 
States to prepay th e H awai ian postage on 
return mail. The history and present where­
abouts of this cover are unknown to the 
w rite r, but an illust r a ti on is presented here­
with (F ig. 3). 

2-3 . T ype I , cancelled w ith a circula r g rid 
of 7 bars. Cover add ressed to a J ohn Cami­
nels, P ortl and , Maine. P ostm arked " H ono­
lulu*H awaii an I slands, Oct 4" and "San 
Francisco, Cal., Nov l" and the ratemark 
"12". Also bears a blue handstamp in a rec­
tangul a r frame reading "Fo rwarded via San 
F r ancisco/ by G. D . Gilman/ Lahaina." 
This cover was in the Worthington Collec­
t ion where it realized $910 when sold at auc­
ti on in December , I9 17. Some yea rs l ater it 
passed into th e hand s of th e English dealer , 
Frank Godden, and was illustrated in th e 
March 1934 issue of Godrlen's Gazet te. After 
anothe r period of year s in an unknown Eng­
lish collection, it passed in 1946 into the 
magnificent coll ecti on assembled by th e late 
Admiral Frederic R. H ar ris. 

2-4 . Type I , cancelled w ith a circular grid 
composed of 4 rows of 6 segments each. 
LLECTORS. <;:LUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI, NO. 4 
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Fig. 4. A typica l cover bearing a Sc Miss ionary. 
Cover add ressed to James R eynolds in Lan­
caster, Pa. P os tm arked " Honolulu*Ha­
wa ii an I sland s, Oct 20" (1853), " San Fran­
cisco, Cal. , 1 ov IO" and th e ratemark " Ship 
12". lt is r eported th at thi s cover was ob­
tained in 1923 by the Economist Stamp Com­
pany from a man whose great-uncle was a 
naval officer st ation ed in H awa ii during the 
185o's. It subsequently turned up in the 
Henry C. Gibson collection where it realized 
$ 1,050 at auction in March 19+4, passing 
into th e Harris collection. (Fig. 4) 

2-5. Type I , tied to cover with th e post­
mark " Honolulu*H awa ii an I sland s, Jul 12". 
Cover also bea rs th e postmark "San Fran­
cisco, Cal. , Aug 16", th e ratema rk "Ship 12" 

and a manuscript nota tion of doubtful ac~ 

curacy "1855". Addressed to Wm. R. Gay 
in L ebanon, 1ew L ondon Co., Conn. It is 
said a t one tim e to have been in th e Dutcher 
collection, but little else is known to th e 
writer. ( Fig. 5) 

2-6. T ype II , an unused example on cove r 
with a pencancelled pai r of the U. S. 3c r851 
issue. Addressed to Mrs. Maria Pogue, 
Lahainaluna, Sand. I sland s. Cover bears an 
indistinguishable circular town-cancel of U. S. 
origin and a circular "New-York, ( month ?) 
5." This item is illustrated in th e recently 
published boo kt Hawaii-Its Stamps and 
Postal History, where it is reported to be in 
the Atherton Collection, Honolulu Academy 
of Arts. This cover is similar to and from 
the same correspondence as cover No. 2~2 

above. A third item of similar description 
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and from th e same correspondence, but only 
on pi ece of cover was sold in th e Hind col­
lection. 

2 -7 . Type II , cancelled wi th a circula r 
g rid of 7 bars. Cover add ressed to Dupuy 
Foulkes & Co., San Francisco, and bea rs the 
postmarks " Honolulu* H awaii an I sland s, 
Sep JJ " ( 1852), "San Francisco, Cal., O ct 4" 
and a circular " Ship 6." Also bears an oval 
"Forwa rd ed by/ P orter & Ogden/ H onolulu" 
and a manusc ript nota tion "P er Z oe." This 
la tter establishes the year of use as the Zoe 
sailed from Honolulu ha rbor on September 
13, 1852, arriving at San Francisco on Octo­
ber 2, 1852. This cove r was owned by 
Henry J. Crocker and was illu strated in hi s 
book Ha waiian Numerals . It passed into the 
Atherton Collection and is now in th e Hono-
1 ul u Ac ademy of Arts. 

2-8. Type II , cancelled with a circular 
g rid of 7 bars. Cover addressed to ]. F. 
Rogers, Esq ., Lowell , Mass. Postmarked 
" Honolulu*Hawaiian I slands, Feb r6" and 
"San Francisco, Cal., (date illegible)" and 
bea rs the collect ratemark " 12." The stamp· 
has been cut from the cover and replaced. 
This cove r was in the W. M. Potts collection 
and was sold at auction in Philadelphi a in 
Janua ry 1944, pass ing into the H a rris col­
lection. 

t "The Stamps of H awa ii" by l\1eyer, H arri s; 
Davey, Bash and others. 1948. Publi shed by the 
Philatelic Foundation , New York , . Y. 
O. 4 r8z 
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Fig. 5. Another Sc cover, believed hitherto not illustrated. The 1855 manuscript notation 
is of doubtful accuracy. 
Covers Bearing a 13c " Hawaiian Postage" 

A.fissionary 

3-1 . Horizontal strip of three- Type I, Type 
II, Type I- cancelled with a smudgy red can­
cel and also with a handstamped "Paid." Al­
though damaged, enough of the cover remains 
to determine that it was addressed to one 
Dawson on Cherry Street in New York, the 
same family to which the aforementioned 2c 
Missionary cover, No. 1-1, was addressed. 
It bears a postmark "Honolulu*U. S. Post­
age Paid, Feb 20", a San Francisco postmark 
and a manuscript "18". This cover was ob­
viously a triple rate letter. As previously 
mentioned, this strip of three Missionaries 
is the only recorded multiple piece of any 
denomination, although a reconstructed pair 
of Cat. No. 4 was in the H . J. Crocker col­
lection. This cover, like the 2c cover, passed 
into the hands of the New England Stamp 
Company in 1903 or 1904. It was pur­
chased by Henry J. Crocker of San Fran­
cisco and was subsequently acquired by Mr. 
F. C. Atherton in 1930. It is now in the 
Honolulu Academy of Arts, a gift from 
Mr. Atherton. Illustrations of this cover, 
for those interested, can be found in Crock-
188 THE CO
er's book Hawaiian Numerals or in the re­
cently published book H awaii-1 ts Stamps 
and Postal HistorJ'. 

3-2. Type I , cancelled by a circular grid 
of 7 bars. Addressed to the Hon. Simon 
Greenleaf , Cambridge, Mass. Postmarked 
"Honolulu*U. S. Postage Paid, Oct 16" and 
" San Francisco, Cal., Dec r "- also a hand ­
stamp "Paid" with manuscript " 14." App ar­
ently this letter w as rated as a double rate 
prepaid letter and passed as such , despite the 
fact that only one stamp was affixed. The 
history and present where abouts of this cover 
are unknown to the writer. 

3-3. Type I , cancelled by a circular grid of 
7 bars. Addressed to Miss Ellinor Reynolds, 
L ancaster, Pa. Postmarked " Honolulu*U. S. 
Postage P aid , Oct 4" and " San Francisco, 
Cal., Nov l". Cover bears the ratem ark 
" Paid 8" and a manuscript notation indica­
tion that the year of use was 1852. The 
San Francisco postmark is described as being 
in red , instead of the usual black. Along 
with cover No. 2-4 this item was first de­
scribed in the August 19, 1923 issue of M e­
k eel's W eekly Stamp N ews, who reported 
th a t the cover had been obtained by the 
Economist Stamp Company from a man whose 
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Fig. 6. A nice example of Catalog No. 3. The San Francisco cancel is said to be in red . 
g rea t-uncle was a naval officer stationed in 
Hawaii during the period Missionaries were 
current. Its subsequent history is unknown 
to the writer, but a photograph has sur­
vived (Fig. 6). 

3-4 . Type I , unrancelled on cover to Miss 
Elizabeth Turrill , Oswego, N. Y. It is post­
marked " Honolulu*U. S. Postage Paid , Apr5" 
and has the usual r atemark " Paid 8." There 
is no San Francisco town-cancel, although 
the form of the ra temark indicates th a t the 
cove r passed through this office. The history 
and whereabouts of the cove r a re unknown 
to th e writer, but an illu str ation is avai lable 
( Fig. 7). 

3-5. Type I , cancelled w ith an oval con­
taining th e words " P ostage P aid," probably 
a uniqu e cancellation insofar as Missionaries 
are conce rned. Addressed to Charles F. 
Gulick, Nashu a, New H ampshire. Post­
marked " Honolulu*U. S. Postage P aid, Apr 
26" and "San Francisco, Cal., May 16," also 
th e usual " Paid 8." This interesting cover 
was illustrated in the June , I95 I is ue of 
Covers magazine. The accomp anying text 
relates that the cover had been revealed re­
cently by Mr. Floyd W . Fitzpatrick, a Hono­
lulu de aler. 

3-6. Type II, lightly cancelled with crayon 
or pencil. Cover addressed to Mrs. E liza 
Johnson in Boston, Mass. Postmarked 
" Honolulu*U. S. Postage P aid , Nov 20" and 
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" San Franciscso, Cal. Dec I6" and the usu al 
ratemark " P aid 8." Cover bears a manu­
sc ript date " I 852." This cover was in the 
W. H. Crocker collection which was sold in 
London in February, 1939, and again turned 
up in th e Harmer, Rooke & Co. auction of 
May 22, 19+0. It is now in th e collection 
formed by the l ate Admiral H arris. 

3-7. Type and destination not reported .. 
Cancelled by a blue " Paid." Postm arked 
" San Francisco, Cal., Aug 16" and the usual 
" P aid 8." This also is in the collection 
formed by the late Admiral Harris. 

3-8. Type not reported, but the cover bears 
a copy of the 13C engraved stamp of I853 
in addition to the Missionary. Addressed to 
Mrs. Ann B. Archer , P ort Gibson, Missis­
sippi. Stamps tied togeth er by a black circu­
la r waffle type grid. Cover postmarked 
"Honolulu*U. S. Postage Paid , Sep 10" and' 
"San Francisco, Cal. , O ct (1 ?) ", a "Paid," a 
manuscript " 1 oz." and a manuscript "14."· 
The hi story of this piece is related in the 
Translations from Kohls Handb ook ( Ha­
waii) which appeared in serial form in the 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, beginning­
in the O ctober, 1941 issue. According to this 
source, the cover was discovered in Vicksburg­
and came into the possession of the ew 
York dealer , J. M. Bartels, early in 1929 .. 
He sold it to Mr. C. J. Phillips for $800, 
who in turn disposed of it to Judge Emerson. 
O. 4 
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Fig . 7. An uncancelled Missionary on cover. Similar covers were probably the source of most 
of the unused Mi ss ionaries. 
When th e E merson collection was sold at 
auction, th e purchaser was Mr. John C . 
J uh ring who kindly provided th e detail ed de­
scription of th e cover presented herewith. 

The Tr anslations from Kohl's Ha ndbook 
also made passing r efe r ence to a somewhat 
simi la r cover bea ring th e 13c Missionary No. 
3 and th e r 3c engraved s t amp Io. 6, formerly 
in the collection of Senator Ackerm an. H ow­
eve r, since no further details h ave been lo­
ca ted , no formal listing is given this cove r. 

3-9. Type I , the lower third of a pen­
cancelled copy, th e top two- third s h av ing 
sOJ;nehow been destroyed. The cove r is ad­
dressed to D aniel Tomlinson, Esq., Brook­
field, Conn. It is postmarked with an orange 
" San Francisco, Cal. , Feb 12," a bl ack " P aid" 
and an orange "6," but there is no H ono­
lulu postmark. Unlike most surviving cov­
ers, this item is a fold ed lette r sheet which 
shows th at it originated at "Kahului, H a­
waii" on December 30, 1851. This is the 
earliest known l\!Iissionary cover, assuming 
that a cover bea ring only a th ird of a Mis­
sion ary st amp can be so defined. The ab­
sence of a Honolulu pos tm ark raises th e 
qu estion as to whether any handstamped 
towncancel was in use in th e I sland s in l ate 
1851 or early 1852. A stra ight line town­
cancel re ading " H onolulu , Hawaiian I s./ 
date" was in use somewhat earlier with a 
THE COL
range of dates between November 7, 1850 
and June 4, 1851. This was r ep laced by the 
circula r towncancels usually found on Mis­
sionary and later covers, but the writer h as 
not been able to establish th at these post­
m arks came into use befo re the sp ring of 
1852. 

Covers B earing a 13c " H. I. & U. S. Post­
age" Missionary 

4- T. T ype I , cancelled w ith th e postmark 
" Honolulu*U. S. Postage P aid , Jul 24". Also 
bea rs the postmarks "San Francisco, Cal., 
Sep. 1," " P aid 8" and a manu sc ript notation 
" 1852" . It is add ressed to Miss F ideli a 
Fiske, care of a Boston address, for forward­
ing to Ooromiah, P ersia. The cove r was 
·discovered in a sea chest in th e basement of 
th e libra ry at Shelburne, Mass. in May, 1938. 
It was acquired by th e New York dealer, 
Spencer Anderson. The writer h as been told 
th at Mr. And erson sold th e cover shortly 
th ere after to Theodore Champion of P aris , 
France. 

4-2 . Type I , cancelled w ith a black circu­
la r grid of 7 bars. It is postm arked " H ono­
lulu* U. S. Postage P aid , D ec 3," "San 
Francisco, Cal., Jan I " and has th e usu al 
ratemark "Paid 8". It bear s the add ress 
Mrs. Ellsworth Luce, Holms H ole, Mass. 
The first reference to th is cove r was found 
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Fig. 8 . Another " lost " cover . T his ill us t ra t ion was copied from a photograph be lieved to be 
at least 50 years o ld . 
in th e l\Iarch 193+ iss ue of Godden's Gazette 
\\'h ere it was ill ustrated by the English deal­
er, Frank Godden. It passed into an Eng­
lish coll ection and in 19+6 was acquired for 
th e H a rris coll ec tion. 

4-3. Type II , cancell ed with th e town can­
cel " H onolulu*U. S. Postage P aid, Jul 24." 
Cover a lso postmarked "San Francisco, Cal. , 
Sep 1" and " P aid 8." Used in 1852. Ad­
dressed to l\/lr. W a rren Gooda le, Marlboro, 
Mass. This cover was in th e coll ec tion of 
Judge Emerson and \V as nex t acquired by 
L eland Powers. Wh en the P owe rs coll ec tion 
of H awaiian cove rs w as sold in May, 19+3 
the cover passed into the H arris coll ec tion . 
An ill ustra tion can be fou nd in th e recently 
published book, H flwaii-lt s Stamps and 
Postal Histo ry. 

4-4 . T ype II , an uncancelled copy ove r 
wh ich had been pasted a horizontal pair of 
th e U. S. 3c 1851 issue, th e la tter bea rin g 
th e postmark "San Francisco, Cal., Jan 1." 
The cover is also postma rked " H onolulu* 

. S. Postage Paid , Nov 29" and bore a 
manuscript notation indicating use in 185+. 
It was ad dressed to Miss Fideli a Fisk, ca re 
of a Boston address fo r fo rward ing to 
Oroomiah , P ersia . Since it is from th e sa me 
co rrespondence as cove r No. 4-1 above, it is 
presumed to have a somewhat simil a r histo ry, 
except th at upon acqui si tion by th e lat e 
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Spencer And e rson it passed into the H a rris 
coll ection. It is illustra ted in th e book, 
Hawaii- Its Stamps and P os tal Histo ry. 

4-5. Type II , ti ed to cove r by the postmark 
" H onolulu*U. S. Postage P aid , Apr 26." 
Cover a lso postma rked "San Francisco, Cal., 
M ay 16" and bea rs the usual ra temark " P a id 
8" and th e in sc ripti on " Pr loble ." The ship 

able sa iled from Honolulu on April 27 , 
1852 a rrivin g in San Francisco on May I5, 
1852, thu s adeq uately placin g th e cove r with 
respect to yea r of use . 1 t is addressed to 
l\/Ir. C. A. Burrage, Bos ton , M ass. This 
cover w as once in · th e Mirabaud col lection 
w hich was sold at auction in 1909, but its 
subseq uent hi sto ry is unknown to th e writer. 

4-6. Type II, cancelled by a circula r de­
vice of two pa r all el ba rs c rossed at right 
angles by a third , rather like an " H ." The 
cover is postmarked " H onolulu*U . S. P ost­
age P ai d, Apr 28 ," "San Francisco, Cal., 
May 26" and th e usual "Paid 8." It is ad­
d resserl to th e Rev. J ohn Sessions, Alb any, 
N. Y . The cover w as exhibited at a P a ris 
E xhibiti on in 1 889, and again tu m ed up when 
th e Duvee n collection was sold in 1922, but 
its subsequent history is unknown to th e 
\\'riter. H owever, an illustration surv ives to 
he show n herewith (F ig. 8). 

This conclud es th e li sting of Missionary 
cove rs which have been trace d by th e writer. 
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TH E HAWAIIAN MISSIO N ARI E S 
H e would welcome any new in fo rm ation 
w ith r espect to the history or present where­
abouts of any of them and would be equ ally 
g rateful fo r information regarding or photo­
g raphs of any covers not listed above. Ad ­
dress J ohn K . Bash , 280 H art Ave., Staten 
I sland IO, N . Y. 

One of th e most interes ting facts devel­
oped by a study of th e covers is th e concur­
rent usage of the two 13c Mission ari es, C ata­
logue Nos . 3 and 4. While No. 3 w as is­
sued on O ctobe r 1 , 1851 , w e find copies used 
as la te as September 10, I 853 , since w e know 
of a t leas t one cover ( No. 3-8 ) bea ring a 
13c engr aved in addition to th e Missionary. 
Consistent use of the st amp throughout 1852 
has also been es t ablished. On th e other h and , 
th e 13c " H . I. & U . S. Postage" Missiona ry 
w as ce rta inly iss ued as ea rly as April 26, 
1852 (see cove r 4-5) with subsequent appear­
ances ex tending at leas t until November 29, 
1854 (see cover 4-4) . One woul d expect th at 
since th e 13c st amp No. + was presum ably a 
repl acement fo r th e 13c st amp o. 3, th at ex­
ampl es of th e latte r used af ter April , 1852 
wo uld be r a th er unusual. H owever, since this 
is not th e case, one can only concl ude th at 
stocks of No. 3 r emained on h and afte r th at 
d ate and w ere sold to th e public concurrently 
w ith -o. +· It is, of co urse, not unlikely th at 
th e lates t uses of both st amps came from 
copies remainin g in th e h and s of individuals 
a fter sale had ceased at th e pos t office. Con­
side ring th e pe riods of time over w hich each 
of th e 13c stamps apparently w ere used, it is 
no t surprising th a t th e number of stamps of 
each va ri ety located w ere 111 approxi mately 
equ al qu antity. 

Anoth er curiou s fea ture of this pe riod is 
th e number of covers surviving w hich bea r no 
stamps at all. Th e write r has located a t 
leas t ten such covers mailed fro m th e I slands 
in 1852 o r 1853, each of w hich bea rs a H ono­
lulu pos tm ark. H oweve r, since th e post al 
regul ations of the time requ ired all fo reign 
bound mail to pass th rough th e H onolulu 
post offi ce, it is possible th a t th ese st ampless 
cove rs origin ated a t smaller towns o r pl anta­
t ions a t v.-hich no st amps we re avail able. 
Since th ese smalle r towns we re not provid ed 
wi th post ma rks, th e accu racy of th is hypo th e­
sis cann ot be tes ted. It is perh aps equ ally 
likely th at th e postal cl e rks a t H onolulu we re 
ru shed occasionally and did not both er w ith 
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a stamp- particula rly if th e post al fee we re 
paid in cash at the tim e of mailing the letter. 

So much for th e Missionaries. Consid er­
ing th e probability th at not over two hun­
dred individuals could ever ow n a single ex­
ampl e at any one time, it is likely th at th e 
da ta presented w ill be of little pr actical in­
t eres t to th e reader. But like Rembrandts, 
c row n j ewels o r C hippend ale chai rs, th ere is 
a ce rta in vica rious pleas ure to be obtain ed in 
just knowing about th em. And after all , 
three new cove rs have turned up since 1938. 
P erh aps if you look in th at old trunk up in 
U ncl e H enry's attic, th e number of possible 
owners may be inc reased to two hundred and 
one! 

Before clos ing, th e w rite r w ishes to ex press 
hi s th anks to Mr. H enry A. Meyer with out 
w hose help and encour agement thi s proba­
bly would not have been a ttempted. H e also 
ex presses his g ratitu de to th e Phil atelic 
F ound ation and th e Coll ectors C lub of e\\· 
Y ork for th e use of th eir r efe rence collec­
tions and libra ries, both of g reat ass ist ance 
in tr ackin g down some of th e stamps and 
covers presently in unknown coll ections. 

JOHN K. BASH , an industri al engin ee r 
with th e Ebasco Co. of New Y ork, N. Y. , is 
one of th e younge r generation of phil atel ic 
stud ents in this country. In phil ately, how­
ever , he is a vete ran h aving co ll ected st amps 
for over 25 yea rs. His chi ef specialti es at 
present a re 19 th century lVI exico, H awaii, 
and th e ea rly iss ues of countries like Bo­
livi a. The Edito r of THE COLLECTORS CLU B 
PH ILATE LIST h as fre qu ently so ugh t and r e­
ce ived hi s advice and assis t ance upon a rti­
cles pertaining to th e above specialti es· His 
kn owledge in such fie lds is profound but 
littl e known to th e phil atelic wo rld , beca use 
M r. Bash is exceedingly modes t about his 
ab ilities and shuns th e li mel ight of publicity. 

M r. Bash was an important contributor to 
th e book on "The Stamps of H aw aii ," th e 
chap ter on th e H awa ii an pos tm a rks in th is 
book w as hi s auth orship. 

Almost since its inception, M r. B ash has 
been a member of th e Expert Committee of 
th e Ph ilatelic Fo und a tion. 

Mr. Bash 's love for st amp collecting is at 
present hobbled by th e t ask of rea ring three 
children, all of w hom are still of th at ve ry 
youn g age before any signs a re indicated if 
one o r more w ill fo llow into fa th er 's hobby. 
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LOMBARDY- VENETIA 
Notes on the scarce shades of the 5 Centesimi and on the 
relative rarity of the corresponding values of the Centesim i 

and Kreuzer issues of 1 850. 

By EDWI M UELLER 
T he speciali sts of th e A ustr ia and L om­
ba rdy-Venetia stamps w ho concentr ate on th e 
twin issue of 1850---in Centesimi currency 
for Lom bardy-V enetia and in K reuzer cu r­
rency for the other provinces of t he A ustria11 
A1 onarchy-are awa re of th e fac t th a t th e 
co r respondi ng values of th e two issues ge n­
e rally come in th e same shades of colo r. 
T hey know th at considerably more printings 
we re made of the valu es of th e Kreuzer is­
sue and , therefo re, a number of shades which 
can be fou nd in th e Kreuze r st amps do not 
exist in the Centesi mi st amps . But, w ith the 
exception of one value, practically all sh ades 
et the Centesimi st amps appea r also in th e 
corresponding values of th e Kreuzer issue. 

T he one exception is th e 5 Cen tesimi st amp, 
which fac t has puzz led many coll ecto rs and 
students in th e fie ld . They h ave so ught th e 
explana tion w hy th e 5 Centesi mi st amp, 
w hich had th e small es t printing of all t en 
valu es of th e tw in issue, co mes in so many 
dis t inct shades; w hy ce r tain sca rce sh ades 
a re cha racter ist ic of th e 5 Centesi mi only 
bu t a re not du plicated in the r Kreuze r 
va lue. 

T he scarcest shade of th e 5 Centesim i list­
er! in th e catalogs is th e so-called lemon yel­
l ow var iety. T his shade has been recog­
nized on ly af ter specia lizing in these st amps 
had become more ac tive in It aly af te r the 
F irst Wo rl d War. A lthough li sted by th e 
specialized ca t alogs shortl y th ereafte r, it t ook 
qui te some ti me before th e genera l cat alogs 
~ccepted it. T he Scott Catalog has li sted it 
for only a few yea rs, while th e Z ums tein 
Catalog, oth e rw ise quite accura te in such re­
spect, st ill has not l is ted it . A fte r th e ex­
is tence of th e lemon yellow sh ade h ad been 
fi rmly es t ablished, speciali sts soon fo und out 
that there we re also shades wh ich resembl ed 
it, but w hich we re not qui te so distinct bu t 
tended r ath er to th e much more common yel­
l0K shade. These intermed iate sh ades which 
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can be fo und in va rious g rada tions, a re diffi­
cu lt to des ignate by a name. The las t edi­
t ions of th e specialized cat alogs of Old Ital­
ian States *--of w hich Lombardy-Venetia is 
conside red a pa rt by th e I t ali an collectors­
li st bes ide " _qiallo lemo ne" w hich means "lem­
on ye llow," anoth er shade as th e most dis­
tinct one, which has always a more o r less 
pronounced g reenish tint, and call it "giallo 
le111 one ve1·dastr o" meaning "gr eenish lemon 
yell ow," pricing it fo ur to six times as high 
as th e "gia llo lemone" va riety. W e believe 
th at it wo uld be more co rrect to call th e 
r a res t shade simply " lemon yellow" and give 
th e less r a re varieti es th e name "o live yel­
l ow" as th ey a re closely related to this shade. 

All th ese sca rce shades come fro m th e early 
printin_qs of th e 5 Centesimi stamp, of which 
th e grea t m ajority were in pu re yellow. 
T hese ea rly p r intings st and out from the later 
ones, in sh ades of ochre and orange, not only 
by th eir d istinctive colo rs, but also by th eir 
fi ne appeara nce; th e eagle of th e coat of 
8rms is clea rly defined and sepa rated from 
th e dotted background , in contr as t to the 
more o r less blu rred appea rance of th e la ter 
printings, w ith th eir r ath er w orn prints, 
w hich never have the eagle st anding out as it 
does on th e fin e early prints. Wh en we use 
th e ea rly prints of th e I Kreuzer fo r com­
pa ri son, w e find th a t th e ea rlies t and sca rcest 
printings-although not as scarce by fa r as 
th e lemon ye llow and olive yellow shades of 
th e 5 Ce ntes imi- were brown orange, w ith 
slight va ri ati ons to lighte r and da rker hues, 
and th e la ter , but st ill fi ne ea rly prints were 
yellow w ith slight shades. T he latte r color 
i<; th e sa me as was used fo r th e g reat ma­
jo rity of th e ea rly prints of th e 5 Centes imi. 
T hi s co nfi rm s at leas t pa rtly th e th eo ry of 
th e analogy between th e colo rs of th e cor-

* G ugliemo Oliva " II F rancoboll i d'I tali a," Volume 
I ( 1950) and Giu lio Landmans "Catalogo <lei Fran· 
cobolli d' fta l ia" (1952). 
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r esponding valu es of both iss ues, but it does 
not solve the problem of th e sca rce colo rs 
which ex ist only for th e 5 Centesimi. 

It was prev iously beli eved th at th e dis­
tinctive or ange brown color of th e ea rlies t 
printings of th e I Kreuze r which sometimes 
show a slight rosy tin ge, does not ex ist for _ 
th e 5 Centesimi value. W e have known for 
quite a numbe r of yea rs th at this is not cor­
rect as we h ave from tim e to time seen 
copies of th e S Centesimi in th e und oubtedly 
brown o r.ange shade. T t is without doubt 
th e ra res t shade of th e 5 Centes imi st amps, 
a lth ough less spectac ul a r th an th e lemon 
yellow sh ade, and therefore does not fetch 
simi la rl y high prices. The Oliva C at alog 
sti ll does not recognize it, and Dr. Emilio 
Diena also did not k now of it wh en he 
w rote about th e 1850 iss ue, but th e L and­
mans Ca talog now lis ts it among th e early 
prints of th e 5 Centesimi . The o rd er for 
th e fi rst printing, given to th e State Print­
ing W o rks on F ebru a ry 5 , 1850, call ed for 
500,000 copies of th e I Kreuze r and 100,000 

copies of th e 5 Centesimi. It can be assumed 
th a t th e fi rst color used fo r these qu antities, 
which constituted th e first printing, w as 
brown orangr and th a t it was used for a 
r a th e r la rge pa rt of th e first printing of th e 
1 Kreuze r bu t only a small number of sheets 
of th e 5 Centes imi . Then, wi th out any in­
te rmed iate sh ades, a r a th e r pure yellow colo r 
was int rod uced and th e fi rst printing of both 
values was completed in this color. 

This reconstructed hi sto ry of th e fir st 
p rinting of th e I Kreuze r and 5 Centes imi 
st amps st ill does not t ake into consid e r ation 
th e sca rce shades of th e la tte r, lemo n yellow 
and olive yellow . W e re th ey printed with a 
special mix ture of ink used only for a very 
small printing of th e 5 Centes imi ? W e do 
not think so, mainly because th e re a re not 
only intermedi ate shades between th e two but 
also bet ween olive yellow and th e regul a r 
ye llow. W e have es t ablished for some t ime 
a special th eo ry as to how th ese colo r va rie­
ties ca me into being. Since it seems th a t no 
be tter ex pl ana tion can be given fo r th e time 
r eing, we decided to publish it and in vite 
comments. 

W I-ten expertiz ing th e r a re sh ades o f th e 
5 Centesimi , th e expert r elies pa rtl y on th e 
checking of th e st amps und e r ult ra-vio let 
light . It is rema rkable th at th e r a re shades 
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always show a peculi a r violet fiu oresceuce of 
th e pape r which is strongest on th e extreme 
g reenish lemon yell ow shade, becomes w eake r 
as we go tow a rd th e olive yellow sh ades, and 
vanishes co mpl etely wh en we come to pure 
ye llow shades. The late Dr. Emilio Diena 
knew of this tes t because once he told us 
th at he consid e red only stamps which d is­
tinctly show th e violet flu o rescence to be th e 
real lemon shade. Now, eve rybody w ho has 
w orked fo r any tim e w ith st amps unde r ul­
trav iolet light knows th at ve ry frequently 
chemically trea ted st amps, especially chlo ri­
na ted ones, show a mo re o r less di stinct vio­
let flu o rescence of th e paper, w hich sometimes 
reveals th e fac t th at a st amp had been cleaned 
with chemica ls o r th a t th e color w as changed 
by such means. W e fi rst suspected th at th e 
sca rce shades of th e 5 Centesimi , w hich did 
not fi t into th e regula r colo r scheme, we re 
simply fr audul ent colo r changelings attain ed 
by chemica l treatment. But this suspicion 
co uld not be sus ta ined. There a re, as fa r 
as we know, no mint copi es known of th e 
rare shades, but copies on pi eces and full 
cove rs ex ist w hich a re in th eir o rigin al un ­
touched st ate, thus prac tically excluding th e 
possibility of a chemical changeling. The fac t 
th a t th e pape r of th e sca rce shades shows th e 
presence of chemical substances in it , which 
a re missing in th e paper of th e oth e r shades, 
provided th e hint fo r th e es tabli shment of th e 
th eo ry of how th e r a re shades occur red . 
There a re seve r al possibiliti es how th ese 
chemical components became part of th e pa­
pe r. The most probable one is th at a small 
number of shee ts of th e hand-made paper 
used fo r th e ea rly print ings included a chemi­
ca l subst ance, w hich th e othe rs did not con­
t ain . l t is also probable th at this chemical 
ingredient came into th e paper subst ance by 
accident durin g th e manu fac ture, o r-which 
seems less likely-th e paper was soaked by 
accident in a solution w hich incl ud ed a chemi­
cal subst ance. If this was really so, th en the 
printing co ul d have been made wi th th e same 
yello\\' ink as fo r th e regul a r st amps, and 
only after th e printing th e chemical ing red i­
en ts of th e pape r changed th e color of th e 
stamps into th e sca rce sh ades, from g reenish 
lemon yell ow to olive yellow, dependin g on 
th e l a~ge r or smalle r amount of chemical in­
clud ed in the paper. There is also th e pos­
si bility th a t th e ch ange of colo r occurred only 
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af ter the gumming took pl ace, and th at the 
chemical w hich caused th e color ch ange of 
the stamps was part of th e gum solution in­
troduced into the paper w hen the gum was 
applied . But this see ms less likely .for several 
reasons. It is also probable th a t not only 
5 Centesimi stamps but also other values­
but no r Kreuzer-were printed on a simi­
la rly chemically active paper, but th at the 
co lors of th ese othe r stamps were not notice­
ab ly affected. This fac t seems to be sub­
st anti ated by copies of othe r values wi th pa­
prr fluorescing in violet, wh ich show no signs 
th at th ey were chemically cleaned or trea ted 
af ter having been used. 

The collectors who read th e forego ing ex­
planations wi ll sugges t th at, if ou r theory is 
co rrect, it may still be possible to produce th e 
sca rce shades from th e r egula r shades by 
the same chemical subst ances which . did th e 
trick more th an a hundred yea rs ago. W e 
thought about th at and h ave tried to recon­
struct the process. The contemoo r?.rv hand­
made paper was bleached by chlorinating 
ei th er the paper pulp or th e finished paper. 
It seems most likely th at some paper ob­
t ained an overdose of chlorine and that this 
chem ical subst ance caused th e color change. 
Treatment of 5 Centesimi stamps of th e 
en rly printings in yellow w ith a solution of 
chlorine leads to a light yellow shade, some­
times even wi th a sligh t g reenish tinge, w hich 
someone \\·ho has neve r seen th e real th ing 
may even believe to be one of th e scarce 
shad es, but which th e expe rt w ill spot as a 
color changeling at first glance . It is ob­
vious th at th e ink of the stamp , now more 
th an a hundred yea rs old, is no longer as 
sensitive to th e influ ence of chemicals as when 
th e sheets of stamps were newly printed. The 
varnish and the oily subst ances used as bind­
e rs for th e pigment of th e ink h ave hardened 
in th e me antime and even have changed their 
che mical structure, so it should not be sur­
prising that they no longe r react in th e same 
manner as originally. Therefore fa ilure to 
produce the rare shades artificially-gratify­
ing to all collectors who possess them-does 
not contr adict th e theory th a t these r a re va­
rieties were th e result of a chemical r eaction 
of ink and paper occurring shortly af ter th e 
s t amps were printed. W e beli eve this th e­
o ry to be tenable until proved otherwi~e. 

There is still another problem which puz-
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zles philatelis ts. All official documents show 
that there we re several times more stamps 
used in Austria than in Lombardy-Venetia. 
Never th eless there is no conceivable differ­
ence in th e rarity of the co rresponding values 
of th e Kreuzer and Centesimi sets, especially 
not for th e th ree low valu es, while th e 3oc 
stamps are sca rce r th an th e 6kr st amps and 
th e 45c st amps consider ably scarcer th an th e 
9kr stamps. Scrutiny of collections and 
dealer stocks has shown th at 5c, IOc and r5c 
st amps are represented there in similar or 
la rger numbers than th eir I kr, 2kr and 3kr 
counterparts, whi le pairs and strips of th e 
Kreuze r valu es a re even consid erably scarcer 
th an of th e co rresponding Centesimi values. 
This fact is refl ected in the general catalogs. 
Whil e Scott prices the three values of both 
se ts abo ut the same, Gibbons and Michel 
price th e Centesimi values slightly higher and 
only Zumstein considerably higher, w hile 
Yvert-Tellier prices all Centesimi values ex­
cept th e 45c considerably lower th an the cor­
responding Kreuzer values. The tend ency of 
most ca talogs to price th e Centesimi values 
higher th an th e Kreuzer values seems to be 
a conse rv a tive one, as th e Senf Catalog of 
191 5 proves, by pricing th e first four Cen­
tesimi values about 40 % higher th an their 
Kreuze r counte rpa rts and th e 45c three and 
a half times th e price of the 9kr. · The ex­
perienced collecto r and dealer , never theless, 
wi ll confirm that th e three low Centesimi 
vdues are in no way rarer th an th e co r­
responding Kreuzer values and th e highe r 
pricing of the former in several catalogs can 
be cred ited to the fac t th a t th ere seems to be 
fewer specialists of th e stamps of Austri a 
than of Lombardy-Venetia ; the latter is also 
considered an Old Itali an State and is there­
fore popular in Italy, r es ulting in a g reater 
dem and and , in turn in higher prices. 

Going back to th e st ati stics in an attempt 
to explain th e facts which seem to contra­
dict th e documentary ev idence, Austria h ad 
at th at tim e a population of abou t 37 million 
while Lomba rdy-Veneti a's w as about 6.4 mil­
lion, or a little more th an one-sixth. When 
th e first o rd er for postage st amps was placed , 
it included 22,500,000 Kreuzer st amps and 
4,700,000 Centesimi st amps, the la tter figure 
being just a shade over on e-fifth of th e 
former. When we check on the ac tu al use 
of the st amps, official st atistics show th at in 
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th e first five months of use of the stamps 
(from June I to October 31, 1850) 12,726,-
900 Kreuzer st amps with a face value of 
1,103,936 Gulden were delivered to the post 
offices , while for th e Centesimi values th e 
figures we re 3,183,900 st amps of 1,095,265 
Lire face value equivalent to 219,053 Gulden. 
Therefo re, th e re were four times as many 
st amps used in Austria as in Lombardy­
V eneti a, the average face value being 5y.?kr 
in Austri a and 3oc (equivalent to 6kr) in 
Lombardy-Venetia. It is known th at of th e 
Kreuzer stamps of th e 1850 issue during th e 
80 years of th eir use about 277 million 
st amps were used. U nfortun ately, no offi­
c ial figure is known for the Centesimi stamps 
but we cannot go far wrong if we base an 
estim ate on th e st amps used during the first 
five month s. Compa ring it wi th th e tot al 
number used of th e Kreuzer values, we 
a r :-:ve in th is way a t a tot al of about 77 
million for th e Centesimi valu es, or about 
one-fourth of th e Kreuze r values. 

With these figures es t ablished, we are still 
not able to give a ready answe r to th e ques­
tion why wi th so many more Kreuzer st amps 
used th an Centesimi stamps, the fo rmer a re 
not much more common th an th e latter. An 
indication lies in th e fac t th at the population 
of Austri a, although six tim es as great as th at 
of Lomba rdy-Venetia , u sed only four tim es 
as many st amps. Austria 's popul ation was in 
a large part ag ricultural, and farmers, es­
pecially at that time. were not ac tive letter 
writers. Con tr a riwi se, Lombardy and Ve­
netia were indu strialized cou nt ries, in which 
handicraft and small factories pl ayed an im­
portant role, producing much more cor re­
spondence , which is shown by th e fac t th a t 
th e average inhabitant of L ombardy-Veneti a 
used thr ee stamps for eve ry two used by th e 
people in the Austri an Monarchy. There is 
also another fac tor w hich explains why ob­
viously a much la rger percentage of th e Cen­
tesimi stamps than of the Kreuze r st amps 
have survived. In Austria, a very la rge per­
ce ntage of stamps were used on private let­
te rs which we re thrown away. Only rel a­
tively few large business firms and indus­
tries kept th eir files for a considerable period, 
beca use th e Austrians, known for th eir laxi ty 
in such matters, did not care too much about 
keeping private archives longe r th an neces­
sary. The majority of the large archives 
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which produced th e most valuable material 
in Austr ian st amps were found in the south­
ern provinces, especially in Trieste, where the 
Itali an influence predominated. In Lom­
bard y-Venetia, th ere w ere m any old-est ab­
lished, la rge busi ness firms , which kept th eir 
record s for many decades and smaller firms 
also took pride in we ll-tended files. The ad­
dresses of th e send ers of Lombardy-Venetia 
covers, th e refore, read like a complete busi­
ness directory of that pe riod , while by far 
no such complete insight into the business 
life of the period can be gained from a re­
view of Austri an cove rs. There must have 
been many times more a rchives philatelically 
ex ploited in L omb a rdy-Veneti a th an in Aus­
tri a. Therefo re it see ms logical th at a far 
la rger pe rcentage of Centesimi stamps than 
of Kreuzer st amps has eventually found its 
way into philatelic possess ion. That th e 45c 
stamp and to some degree the 3oc st amp are 
considerably rarer th an th e 9kr and 6kr 
st amps can be explai ned by the relative small­
ness of Lomba rdy-Veneti a, which favo red th e 
use of l 5C st amps but fewer 3oc stamps and 
practically no 45c stamps on domestic mail. 
The business connecti ons with th e other Aus­
tr ian prnv ices were confin ed mostly to the 
Italian-speaking southern provinces and, 
th e refore, also required 15c and 3oc, but few 
-J. 5C stamps. The r ather la rge co rrespondence 
with for eign countri es, especially th e Itali an 
States, until 1857 was mos tly fra nked w ith ou t 
st amps, post age being paid in cash. All this 
contributed to th e much smalle r use of -J.5C 
sta mps th an those of 9kr and also th e 3oc 
being used in r elatively smaller quantities 
than th e 6kr value'. 

W e believe th at we h ave presented rather 
cogent reasons why the Cen tesimi stamps a re 
generally not r are r th an th e Kreuzer stamps 
although only one-quarter as many of the 
former were used as of the latter. This dis­
cussion see ms also to be a good wa rnin g for 
th ose who try to base esti mates of th e value 
or prices of stamps solely upon the number 
at s tamps printed. As can be seen, many fac­
to rs affect th e apparently simple relation be­
tween th e printed or used quantity of a 
stamp, its relative rarity and its market value. 
It aga in proves th e old rul e, th at there are 
still only two fac tors wh ich influence the 
ma rket valu e of a stamp, as of anything else, 
su pply and demand. 
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The Postage Stamps and 

Postal History of 

TIBET 

By H. D. S. HAVERBECK 

( Continued from Page I 5 I.) 

5 . The Cancellations and Postal 

H'istory 
The most r ecently published account of the 
Tibetan postal se rvice is th at of F. Spence r 
Chapman, the distinguished tr aveller and ex­
plorer. In his book, " Lh asa, The H oly City," 
he mentions th at, "The Lh asa postmaster al­
so spoke English, as he was tra ined in teleg­
raphy at K alimpong. The postal and tele­
graph system is most efficient. The line was 
laid from K alimpong over the J elep La as 
far as Gyantse during th e 1904 Mission. 
After Sir Charles Bell 's visi t to Lhasa in 
1920, it was continued to the city. It is 
maintained by Nepalese line men , w ith oc­
casional visits-usually no far th er than Gy­
antse-from British engineers. The mule­
teers sometimes take the posts for firewood, 
and amuse themselves by throwing stones at 
the insu lators, but during our visit we were 
always able to telegraph messages to Indi a. 
The Potala is connected by phon e to the 
pos t office. Stamps in five values and col­
ours .. . are ... cur rent only wi thin Tibet. 
Post runners carry the mails to Gangtok 
(our let ters were res t amped a t Gyantse). 
Running from dawn to dusk in r elays of 
about eight miles they cove red the 330 miles 
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from Lh asa to Gangtok in from eight to ten 
days. Our record time for getting an an­
swe r from Calcutta was seventeen days." 

Tib et is not a member of th e Universal 
Postal Union. For thi s reason any letters 
being sent out of th e count ry must bear, in 
add ition to th e Tibetan stamps, the st amps of 
Indi a. This extra postage is collected a t the 
time of posting by th e simple expedient of 
affi x ing Tibetan st amps of sufficient value to 
cover the Indi an post age as well as the Ti­
betan . Letters destin ed for Indi a or over­
seas a re turned over to the Indi an postal 
age ncy at Gyantse. There the Indi an stamps 
a re affi xed and cancelled . Letters bound for 
Lhasa o r other Tibetan cities, where there 
a re no Indi an postal agencies, receive the 
Tibetan franking and a cancellation at the 
town of Ph ari in th e Chumbi valley. 

The Indi an postal agency at Gyantse also 
send s ou t two mails a week which are car­
ried by mule t ra in down to Siliguri. If the 
Tibetan mails a rrive at Gyantse on th e day 
that the Indi an mai ls are leaving, the letters 
fo r T ndia a re usually carried by th e Indi an 
mail. 
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Figure 34 . Views of the Post Off ice bu ildi ng a t Lhasa. 
T he post offi ce at Lhasa is housed in w h at 
remains of th e T engyeling Monaste ry, th e 
m ain pa rt of w hich was demolished by the 
C hin ese during th e 191 2 war , and has not 
since been r ebuilt. (F ig. 34 ) 

Prior to th e es t ablishm ent of th e Tibet an 
Governm ent pos tal sys t em lette rs we re ca r­
ri ed by priv ate co urie r. The D alai L ama and 
th e high officials mainta ined th eir ·own priva te 
co urie rs. The la rge monas te ries also main­
ta ined a st aff o f priva te co uriers. In th e 
outlying district s and small towns, pa rt of 
th e se rvices dem and ed f rom fa rmers and 
tr aders was th e ca rriage of th e officials' let­
t er s ove r a portion of th e route, neve r in 
excess of eight miles. O w ners of hor ses, or 
pack yaks, w e re required to furni sh tr ans­
port upon demand. The letter couriers ca r­
ried a document bea ring official seals w hich 
entitl ed th em to cla im th ese se rvices. There 
was no postal r a te o r fee and this courier 
se rvice was not available to the gene r al pub­
l ic. 

It is customary th ro ughout all oriental 
co untri es fo r a man to have a per sonal seal. 
This seal is always used on any document o r 
pape r th a t requires a signa ture. The im­
pression of th e seal in wax or in ink is 
necessa ry to make the document binding. It 
is, in fac t, th e "signature." These seals are 
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us ually ca rved fro m semi-precious stones 
and wo rn on th e pe rson at all tim es. In ad­
dition to th e personal seal, each official has 
a seal of office w hich is used only in th e 
perform ance of his official duties. It is ap­
pa rent from thi s usage th at any lette r, w rit­
ten by any pe rson of importance enough to 
possess a seal, wo uld have this affixed both to 
th e letter and the envelope or w r apper. I t 
is this custom th at has ca used a se r ious mis­
und erst anding abou t th e T ibetan posts. T hese 
sea ls h ave been misconstrued to be " fr anks" 
o r in dicat ions of post age paid. Ca reful in­
quiry has de te rmined th at such is not the 
case, but r ath er th a t th e seals obse rved on 
Tibet an letters a re merely m arks of identi fi­
cation and auth entication. 

In la ter yea rs it h as become the custom 
among wealthy Tibet ans and officials to 
h ave an eng r aved cres t impressed upon th e 
fl ap of the envelopes used by th em. These 
crests a re very fi nely eng r aved and are fo und 
printed in more than one colo r, eve n wi th a 
fancy bo rde r arou nd th e fl ap o f th e envelope. 
These c rests do not indicate th e existence of 
post a l st a tione ry o r impressed post age st amps, 
but a re merely th e c res t or id enti fica tion of 
th e send e r. They se rve a purpose simil a r to 
th e per sonal or official seal and are not an 
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Figure 35. Engraved crest of Dzasa Thubten 
Samphel, a high government official. 

indication of prepayment of postage. We 
illustrate one such in Figure 35. 

Official mail is carried free of all fees. 
But officials using th e mai ls for their private 
cor respondence do not have any free frank­
ing privilege. Even private letters of the 
Dalai Lama are required to pay postage. It 
is interesting to note th at the Tibetan offi­
cials are most punctilious about not abusing 
the free franking privilege. 

The cancell ations u ed by the Tibetan Gov­
ernment postal system are numerous and 
varied. With two important exceptions, 
they each have the name of the town in Eng­
lish. These two exceptions are the fretwork 
postmarks used at Shigatse and Phari, fou nd 
on the first issue only; and the somewhat 
similar marks used at Gyamtha and Meda­
gongkar, found on the third and fourth is­
sues only. It is believed by the author that 
the illustrations which accompany this a rticle 
are sufficient. Therefore there is no lengthy 
description of the types need be given in the 
text. The name of the town of origin is 
given in the English spelling used on the post­
mark, although other forms of English spell­
ing are found in literature and travel vol­
umes. Following the list of post offices 
whose postmarks are known is given a list 
of towns where the Tibetan officials have 
stated th a t a post office ex ists, but w hich, 
up to the present writ ing, no postmark has 
been seen by phil atelis ts. There are also a 
few small pos t offices from which only one 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXXI, 
cove r or cancellation 
be listed separately 
ment of the source. 

is reported. These will 
with an acknowledge­
! t is impossible to il-

lu st ra te th ese, as the owners are either un­
known to us or have not supplied photo­
graphs of the postmark. These m arks will 
be identified by refe rence to one of th e other 
marks th at is illustrated. The following are 
th e major post offices from which postm arks 
are known and illustrated . 

GY AN TSE. The most important town and 
fo rt along th e main route Lh asa- India. It 
is th e headquarters of the Indian Trade 
Mission. A ga rrison of Indian troops is 
maintained here to guard the telegraph 
line. It is th e transfer point for mails 
le aving Tibet. Type VIII is found struck 
in black, violet and brown. Type IX is 
known in black only. Fig. 37. 

ix 

Figure 37 . Postmarks of Gyantse. 
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X4 
Figure 36. Postmarks of Lhasa . 
LHASA: The capital city and seat of Gov­
ernment. Fig. 36. Type VII is known 
struck in blue and black as is type VIII. 
The Lhasa type VII postmark has been 
forged and applied to genuine stamps. The 
genuine postmark measures 30Y, mm. in 
diameter, while the forgery measures 35Y, 
THE COLL
mm. Another point of difference is the 
outer circle, which is much thicker in the 
forgery th an in the genuine. The forged 
post mark is found struck in a variety of 
colors unknown to the genuine, violet, pur­
ple, red brown and . red . All other types 
are struck in bl ack only. 
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Figure I. The Potala and the city of Lhasa . 

V I 11 

rx 
Figure 38. Postmarks of Phari. 

P HAR[. Also known as Ph arij ong. Trav­
elers call this " the dirtiest town on earth." 
It is loca ted in the Chumbi Valley and is 
the transfer point for mails entering Tibet. 
All postmarks a re known in bl ack only. 
Fig. 38. 

SHIGATSE. A good sized city situated 
near the famous Tashi-Lhunpo Monastery 
which is the religious ce nter of Tibet and 
the seat of the P anchen Lama. All post­
marks a re known in black only. Fig. 39. 

PEL TI. Also known as P ai-Li, Pal ti. Situ­
a ted on th e northwest corner of th e Yam­
d rok Tso, or Turquoise Lake. This town 
is near the Y am-Ding Monastery which is 
headed by th e on ly female re-incarnation. 
Her title is Dorje Phagmo, "The Diamond 
Sow." All postmarks are known in black 
only. Fig. 40. 

NANGARTSE. Also known as Nagartse 
or 1 aga rche. This town lies about 100 

miles south of Lhasa on the shores of the 
Yam-drok Tso. lt is south of Pelti. Post­
marks of Type I exis t in black, violet and 
cerise. The black is always in watercolor. 
Type TI is known in black only. Fig. 41. 
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Figure J. Tibetan Mai l Runner. 
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Figure 40. Postmarks of Pelti. 

IV 
Figure 39. Postmarks of Shigatse. 

C H USHU. Also known as Chushur, Chu­
shul or Chitsut. A small town on the 
banks of the Tsang-po river 50 miles south­
west of Lhasa. The postmark is known 
only in black watercolor. Fig .. p. 

GY AMTHA. Also known as Gyan-Die, 
Gyamda or Ghamtha. Another small 
town. It lies on the route to China and is 
about 120 miles east of Lhasa. It is the 
capital of Rong-Po Province. The only 
recorded postmark is known in black. 
Fig. 43. 

MEDAGO GKAR. Also known as Meto­
gungka. This town lies 38 miles north­
east of Lhasa. The only recorded post­
mark is in black. Fig. 44. 

GONGKUR. Also known as Gongka Jong 
and should not be confused with Meda­
gongkar . It lies on the right bank of the 
Tsangpo opposite Chushu. The cancella­
tion is known in blue and in lilac water­
color. (Fig. 45.) 
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Figure 41. 

Figure 42. 

I 

l[ 

Postmarks of Nangartse. 

I 

Postmark o f Chushu . 

l 

Figure 43 . Postmark o f Gyamtha . 

1 

Figure 44. Postmark of Medagongkar. 

Figure 45. Postmark o f Gongkur. 
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Figure 46 . A comb ina tion cover of Nepal and T ibe t . Mai led in Ka thmandu, Nepa l, and 
addressed to a me mber of the Nepal ese Miss ion in Lhasa. 
The officials of th e T ibe t T rade M iss ion 
in 1948 also supplied th e names of the fo l­
lowin g towns w here th ey st ated post offices 
exist: P an-am, R alung, and T somora. M r . 
G eorge S. Ru ssell reports th a t one specimen 
of th e P an-am pos t ma rk is known in a 
type simil ar to T ype VIII of Ph ari and Shi­
ga tse, T ype III. No postma rks have been re­
ported as ye t from the oth er two towns. Mr. 
Ru ssell also r eports a postm ark from the 
town of Sh etang, So miles sou~hwest of 
Lh asa on th e Brahm aput ra Rive r . W e re­
gret th a t w e can not illu str ate th ese . 

In the course of th e r esea rch necessary to 
prepare this w ork, the fo llowing towns are 
mentioned as having had post offices : G na­
Shi, Ta-Ch an, T ingri , Ga rtok ( In Easte rn 
Tibet, not to be confused wi th Gartok in 
W estern T ibet , w here an Indian post al 
agency was es t a bl ished) , N aktsong, Sam-Ye 
and D ongtse. No pos tal ma rkin gs of any 
kind have been rel iably r eported f rom th ese 
localiti es . Mr. Russell st ates th at T a-Ch an 
is not a pl ace name but ra th er refe r s to a 
" H orse P os ta l R elay," but he has not been 
able to locate any ma rking to subst anti ate 
this. T in gri li es on th e m ain ro ute into Nepal. 
THE COL
T he auth or has been r el iably in for med th at 
co ur ie rs travel over this ro ute to and fro m 
Lh asa. His in fo rm ant also st ated th at pr i­
va te letter s, not entrusted to th e Nepalese 
post al Sys tem, a re ca rried by th ese courie rs. 
All co rrespondence between th e Nepalese 
merchants in Lh asa and Nepal, however, are 
ca rri ed ove r th e es tabli shed postal rou te from 

Figu re 47. Uppe r. Registry mark used at 
Sh iga tse. Lower. Reg istry mark of Lhasa. 
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K alimpong through th e C humbi V alley. Sev­
eral covers are known bearing combin ations 
of Nepal and Tibet st amps which substanti­
ate thi s st atement. (F ig. 46) 

In addition to th e regul ar m ail se rvice, th e 
T ibetan Gove rnm ent also maint ains a regis­
tered letter se rvice. Special chops were sup­
plied at leas t two of th e regular post offices 
to be app lied to letters tha t we re registered . 
T hese are known fro m Sh igatse and Lhasa 
as ill us t rated in figure +7· O ther covers are 
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known wi th th e registr ation mark dr awn in 
ink on th em. The covers bea r ing th e regis­
try chops are of great r arity. 

There is, of co urse, much more to be 
lea rned about th e pos tal hi story of Tibet . 
T h is study tries to give as clea rly and con­
cise ly as possible all th at is known at th e 
present ti me. O th er st udents w ill fo llow in 
ou r foots teps, as we have fo llowed othe rs, to 
add to our knowledge and co rrect any of 
our mis takes. 
,. . .... ;;, . -. 

Fi gure K. Ma il Carr ie rs hut a t the top of the Karo La pass, 16 ,600 ft . e levat ion. 
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APPENDICES 

APPENDIX A 

The Tibetan Radio Telegraph Stamps 
Since the star t of this work, th ere has 
come to light the fac t that the Tibetan Gov­
ernment has issued telegraph stamps, or more 
co rrectly st amps for th e payment of wireless 
fees. Three of these stamps are illustrated 
in Fig. 48. It is believed th at a series of 
five stamps was issued for th at purpose in 
1949 or 1950. They were used by the Ti­
betan Government wireless service to repre­
sent th e payment of th e fees required for the 
transmission of a message. The denomina­
tions of th e three stamps illustra ted a re 
given as 25 Sangs, 5 Sangs and 0 sang. 
We a re further in formed th at ·there a re 
st ations at Lh asa, Shigatse, Gyamda, G ar­
tok, Chamdo and akchu Kh a. The la tter 
town has never been mentioned previously 
and it cannot be otherwise identified. 

The copies seen by th e au thor a re uni­
formly cancelled w ith a series of seven wavy 
lines struck in violet. The stamps them­
selves a re printed on native paper similar to 
th at used for th e postage stamps. They ap­
pear to be printed from brass plates con­
taining four subjects. The inscription a t th e 
top reads, "TIBET GOVERNMENT," 
w ith th e denomination given in th e upper 
corners. At the bottom of each stamp the 
word "TIBET" appea rs in English letters. 
So far we can only report th e fo llowing: 

0 sang, yellow 
1 sang, violet 
5 sang, green 

IO sang, blue 
25 sang, red 

We earnes tly solicit further information 
regardi ng th ese st amps. It is possible th at 
these st amps may be a new postal issue, but 
until there is sufficient information available, 
we do not think it advisable to do more than 
present the meagre information given above, 
which was obtained from sources considered 
reliable. 
THE COLL
Figure 48. The Radio Telegraph stamps. 
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APPENDIX B 

The Tibe tan Monetary Sy5te m 
Th e Tibetan moneta ry system is based 
upon a unit called a " SAN G ." At th e pres­
ent time th e sta ted valu e of the sang is equ al 
to r /3 Indi an Rupee. In th e pe riod from 
1912 through 19.J.5 , th e Sang was equ al to 
2!h Rupees. 

P aper currency is issued in the followin g 
denomin a tions: 100, 2- , ro, 5 and 2,0 Sangs. 
Silve r coins are minted in the foll owing de­
nominations : 1 o, 5, 2,0 Sangs and l Trang­
ka. Copper co ins a re minted in the follow ­
ing denomin ations: 5, 3, r Shokang, l K ar­
manga, 1 T sch aky and I Kak ang. 

The currency equivalents a re as follows: 
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6 K akang = 3 K arm anga = 2 Tschaky 
= 1,0 Shokang = l Trangka. 6 2/3 Trang­
ka = r Sang. Consequently the minor coins 
have th e foll owing r elationship to the Sang: 

r Trangka = .15 Sang 
r Shokang = .IO Sang 
1 T schaky = .075 Sang 
1 K a rm anga = .05 Sang 
I K akang = .025 Sang 

The Indian Rupee has a stated value in 
U . S. doll a r s of approximately 20 cents. 
Therefore 20 Trangka = 3 Sang = l Rupee 
= 20 cents U. S. 
APPENDIX C 

The Tibetan Alphabet and its Pronunciation 
F or a guid e to students who wish to at­
tempt to see for .th emselves whether the 
translation s a re correct, we reproduce here 
part of th e fir st six pages from the " English­
Tibetan Colloqui al Diction ary" by C. A. Bell, 
C. M. G., C. I. E. , published in Calcutta, 
1920, by the Bengal Secretari a t Book Depot. 
N

The Alphabet 

1. The Tibetan Alphabet was originally 
taken from the Sanskrit Devanagari in the 7th 
century A.O ., but many of the letters, espe­
cially in Central Tibet, now represent sounds 
different from their prototypes. Both the 
Sanskrit and the Tibetan pronunciations have 
changed considerably during this period . 
Surds. .A.epira.tes. I Sona.nts. Na.sa.ls. 
·----· - - ------- -

Gutturals "1" ka fl. kha Cfl" lia c:::: nga 

Pala ta.ls 0 cha a:; ch ha ~- c~a ,. nya 

Dentals 5· ta ~ tha 

"" 
(a ~· na 

Labia.ls tf pa %'4" pha .::r pa ~·ma 

Sibilants ~- tsa £,· ts ha ~- ttia. 

Semj-vowels '2:J" wa t;• s'Ka .=· fa I a._· (not roman-
ized) 

~· ya z:...· ra ~· la 

sha -:;f ha t.N" a • ..q- ~· sa 

·---- - ·-'----------

2 . The Tibetan letters are as above. Consonants and their romanized equivalents. 
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e-. .... -"1' ki. E. khtt. tf]' /fr. c:::~~q ngom. 
e-. 

chi. 
.... -~· ~· chh1t. ~· cKc. 

'~' 
nyon. 

c:-. '"" -5· ti . £!' thu . ~· fe. ~.1\' 1101'. 
'I> 

c:-. '"" -'l' pt. ~· phu. :::r pe. ~~ f mo. - -3· tsi. ~· t.~hu . e: t.''" '!:!rlf J wo l. 
c:-. 

~Ki. 
.... -~· a· itt . ~· e. ~~ f yo. 

c:-. 
-.Cf• she. -.1\. rt . ('l?' lu . ~c::· J song. ""° 

'"" 
=> 

~f he. ~, Om. (The o IS named "le-

k01·," and represents the letter~· ). 

T he T ibe tan le tters with the four vowel- signs are as above . The examples given are those 
o rdina rily used in T ibetan schools and monaste ries. 

APPENDIX D 
The Mount Everest Expedit ion Label , 1924 
M ount Everest , the highest mountain in the 
world , is named after Sir George Everest 
( 1790-1866) , th e emi nent Br itish su rveyor 
and G eograph er of the nineteenth century. 
According to th e most recent and reliable 
surveys, it ri ses to a height of approximately 
29,002 feet above sea level. It is sit uated 
w ithin th e territory of N epal, but th e eas iest 
approach, from a mountain ee ring st andpoint, 
is from Tibet by w ay of th e Rongbuk V alley. 
Several attempts have been made to scale 
the peak, but non e h as been success ful , th ough 
th e climbers of th e 1924 expedition got to 
within l ,OOO feet of th e summit. 

Th e Mount Everes t E xpedition of 1924 
was under th e command of Brigadie r Gen­
eral th e Hon. C . G. Bruce, but owing to ill ­
health he had to r etire, and th e comm and 
devolved upon Lieutenant-Colonel E . F. Nor­
ton. 

Fo r th is expedition a label was prep a red. 
It was pl aced on all letters carried by run­
ners to th e neares t Indi an P os t Office . At 
th e end of th e expedition it appeared on a 
souvenir post card. The label shows a vi ew 
of th e base camp at Rongbuk Glacier wi th 
THE COL
Figure 49 . The Mount Everest Expediti on label. 

Mo unt Eve res t in th e backgro und , and is in­
sc ribed, " MOUNT EVEREST EXPE DI­
TION 1924." At th e top and the two sides 
a re th e names of th e three st ates in whose 
terri to ry th e expedition t ravelled : Sikkim, 
T ibet , Nepal. It is dark blue in color, and 
lithographed on unwaterm a rked, white, wove 
paper and perforated I I. (Fig. 49) There 
is no indication of denomin ation. The sheet 
consisted of two panes of 36 ( 6 x 6 ) . 

The l abel w as cancelled a t th e camp of 
dispatch by la rge double circle postm arks 
with th e name of th e expedition between the 
circles. The m ark used at the base camp was 
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I II III 

Figure 50. Cancellations of the Mount Everest Expedition . 
further inscribed across the center, "RONG­
BUK GLACIER BASE CAMP" (Fig. 50, 
Type I ). It is usually struck in red . The 
mark used at the camp near Pharijong was 
struck in g rey and bears the inscription, 
"TIBET" across the center (Fig. 50, Type 
II. ) A third ma rk is known consisting of a 
single-lined circle bearing the inscription, 
"MOUNT EVEREST EXPEDITION 
TRACTOR PARTY." ln the cen ter of 
this mark appears the legend "TIBET 1924" 
in two lines (Fig. 50, Type III.) 

Whether thi s is stamp that actually se rved 
a real postal need, or was primarily a money 
raising device is open to discussion. At best, 
it can be considered primarily a local stamp 
of very limited circulation , but beyond ques­
tion an interesting phil atelic souvenir of a 
notable achievement by two brave men. 
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On the third day of June, 1924, Col. Nor­
ton and Dr. T. H . Somervell climbed to 
28,126 feet, only 876 feet from the summit, 
the highest point ever reached. There they 
pitched camp, then later descended. Three 
days la te r another a ttempt to conquer the 
mountain was made , this time by G. L. Mal­
lory and A. C. Irvine. They left camp at 
25 ,000 feet , then commenced their ascent. On 
th e morning of June 8th , . E. Odell, who 
had climbed to 27,000 fee t to watch th e 
progress of his two com rades, caught a 
glimpse of them high up the mountain, then 
mists blew ac ross, and he saw them no more. 
Mallory and Irvine never did return. Did 
they reach th e summit? Everest holds this 
sec ret which li es buried with Mallory and 
Irvine, deep in th e Him alayan snows. 
ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA 
Since th e publication of th e first two 
installments of this work sufficient new infor­
mation has been brought forward to warrant 
the addi tion of it in this form . 

Our thanks are due to Mr. Robson Lowe 
of London, England and to Mr. Chas. W. 
Dougan of G lend ale, California for the fol­
lowi ng add itions and corrections to T able 2 
on page 68: 

Field P. 0 . No. 25 Add Gyantse to location s, 
Inser t 6/ 21 / 0+ und er last date. 
F. P . 0. 31. Erase question marks and 
Gyantse . 

Field P. 0 . No. 32. Inser t 5/ 8/ 0+ as ea rliest 
date. 

F. P. 0. 81. Insert 6/ 18/ 04 as las t date. 

Field P. 0. No. 83. Erase question marks 
and Y atung. 

The following addend a to Table 2 should 
be made in add ition to th e above co rrections : 
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F ield P . 0. K o. 23 
F. P. 0 . No. 82. 

L oca tion unknown. 
Location unknown. 

In th e secti on devoted to the C hinese post­
ma rks, th e fo ll owing notation should be made 
in Table 3, fo llow ing "Shigatse (T ype I not 
illustra ted)": 
"The name of th e town is spelled 'Szigatse.' " 
U nder P harijong in th e same table insert 
T ype III. The recent discovery of a la rge 
double ci rcle cancell ation fro m Ph ar ijong 
makes it necessa ry to add Figure 13A illus­
tr ating this ma rk. The se ri al type number 
V IIa is ass igned to this ma rkin g w hich is 
illu stra ted below. 

Th e auth or has recently acquired an im­
JHess ion of w hat seems to be a R evenu e stamp 
of Tibet. (Figure 51) It is printed on 
native paper in an oily brownish green ink . 
The size of th e sheet is not known. The 
only English in sc ription which appea rs is the 
wo rd " Stamp." The impression is not clea r 
enough to permit the Tibetan insc ription to 
be deciphered. As can be seen from th e il­
lu st ra tion, th e central design is th e type of 
"White Lion" th a t appea rs on th e fi rst issue 
of th e Tibetan government postage stamps. 
One auth ority consulted has made the sug­
ges tion th at this impression may be an essay 
fo r ea rly post al paper. M ore information is 
ea rnestly desired. If any of our re aders can 
th row any light upon thi s st amp, th e author 
would be pl eased to hear from th em. 
Because of many requ~sts from collector

art icles on Tl BET is planned as a HANDBOOK

210 TH E 
Earlies t da te 4/ 2 1/ 0+ No t Illust ra ted 
Earl ies t da te 8/-/04 No t Illustr ated 

Fig. l 3A 

Fig . 51 
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COLOMBIA 
The First Issues of Tolima 

By F. G. LARSE r 
The catalogue valuations of Tolima's first 
issue (Scott's No. 1-8) have, over the course 
of years, attracted the attention of a number 
of cou nterfeiters. Certain forgeries were 
produced by the prolific Fournier. Others 
are referred to by Scott and Stanley-Gibbons 
as "official imita tions of 1886," but are for­
geries none the less. More dangerous are the 
photo-lithographic reproductions by Schroe­
der, although the paper used for these is 
quite different from th at used in the originals. 

In any event, the separation of the originals 
from th e imitations is made considerably easi­
rr by ~n examination of the plate positions of 
the former. 

The stamps were type-set in small sheets 
consis ting of two vertical rows of five stamps 
each. For convenience in designation the 
author has numbered the individual positions 
as follows: 

2 

3 4 
5 6 
7 8 
9 IO 

Four different plates were used in the pro­
duction of the stamps, although apparently 
at least two minor setting varieties occurred 
in the printings from the first plate. 

Before proceeding with a more detailed de­
scription of the individual plate positions, it 
might be rem arked that the stamps from 
Plates I and 2 contain a small "c" in the top 
line of printing, whereas the stamps from 
Pla tes 3 and 4 show a capital "C" except 
for position No. 7 on the plate . 

First Plate : This setting was printed upon 
a fairly large va riety of papers, both as to 
color and texture. The more important 
types are: 

light blue-gray-wove paper 
blue-gray-wove paper 
blue-gray-horizontally la id paper 
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Fig . l . Plate I. The normal setting of 10 
positions. 

Photos by Bo11trelle 

light gray-blue-wove, horizontal blue ba­
tonne 

blue -wove paper 
blue-gray-quadrille.-

Setting Varieties: A remarkable variety ex­
ists of the first plate. Positions No. g and 
IO are at the top of sheet, with the re­
maining eight positions following in normal 
order. 

Another se tting, of which a strip of three 
is known, is the following: types No. 3 - 4- 3, 
showi ng the frame of a fourth stamp to the 
left of the first type 3.-
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COLOMBIA-FIRST ISSU ES OF TOLIMA 
Fig. 2. Plate I. The abnormal setting. 

Both setting varieties are printed on blue­
gray-horizontally laid paper. 

Multiple printings: clear double prints, on 
blue-gray wove paper exist.-

Typ es nf th e First Plate: 

I) 2nd "U" in first line lower than 1st 
"U." "de!" in seco nd line slightly lower 
than rest of words in same line. 
After "Cts" in 3rd line two periods, sec­

. ond period at height of top of the "s". 

2) First word 111 the 3rd line spelled 
"oorreos" instead of "correos" and "eo" 
in the same word is lo\\·e r th an the rest 
of letters. 

3) Second word 111 the 3rd line spelled "do" 
with "o" and an inverted "1" instead of 
"de!". 
'.\ o stop after "UU" in the 1st line. 
212 THE CO
Fig . 5. Plate IA . 

4) Period after "c" in the 1st line at 
height of top of the "c". 
"reo" of "cor reos" in the 3rd line low­
er than the rest of letters in that line. 

5) Period after "S" in second line, di­
rectly below center of first "U" in the 
1st line. 

6) The " i" of "de!" in the 3rd line 0 mm. 
from the "e" instead of close together. 

7) The last word in the 3rd line spelled 
" Eetado" instead of "Estado".-

8) No period after "EE" in th e Ist line. 
Last "c" in the I st line inverted and 
2y,j mm. distant from " E" of "DE".-

9). Periods after "S" in 2nd line and "Es­
tado" in the 3rd raised to top part of 
th e "S" and "o". 

"Ctvs" instead of "Cvs" in the 4th line. 

10) The first word in the 3rd line spelled 
"co rreo/" instead of "correos".-

"Ctvs" again instead of "Cvs" in 4th 
line.-
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Fig. 3. A strip of three showing the abnormal setting. The pane usually has only two 
stamps in horizontal rows. 
Second Plate: The writer has seen print­
ings of the second plate on the following 
paper : 

ligh t gray-blue--vertically laid paper 
blue-gray-wove paper 
g ray-bluish-wove paper 
blue-gray-quadrille. 

No setting varieties for thi s plate have 
been noterl . 

The printing, compared with that made 
from the Ist plate is always rather smudgy, 
lackin g th e neatn ess of that of prints from 
plate 1. 

Typ es of th e Second plate: 

r) Second "U" in the 1st line higher than 
first "U". 

2) First word 10 the 3rd line is spelled 
"oorreos" but only the "e" is lower 
than the rest of the letters in that word. 

3) Same as for the r st plate, but the 
period after " c" in the first line is also 
missing . 

.J.) First word in 3rd line spelled " Corres" 
instead of " Correos" , the dropped "O" 
shows up in the 1st line after the 
"c."-

Fig. 4. Blurred impression. Type I. 
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The "T" of the 20d line dropped into 
the third line, after the word "Estado 
T ".-

5) Same as type 5, first plate 

6) Same as type 6, first plate 

7) Same as type 7, first plate 

8) 10 period after "EE" in the rst line, 
period shows up in the same line after 
th e "c " and th a t letter is only I 0 mm. 

from the "E" of "DE".-

Fig. 6. Plate 11. Complete sheet of unused 
stamps. 
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Fig . 7 . Plate 11 reconstructed. The Buff 
paper. Copy with the " Union" in oval is one 

of the few known with a killer. 

9) Same as type 9, first plate, but period 
after "UU" in I st line missing. 

IO) Same as type IO, first plate .­
" S" in 2nd line raised. 
First word in the 3rd line spelled 
"orreol" instead of "correos".-

Third Plate : P ape r in two distinct colors 
was used . The first paper, in blue shades, 
can be found in th e following colors and tex­
tures: 

blue-gray-wove paper 
gray-wove paper 
gray-bluish-wove paper 
g ray-bluish-quad rille. 

The second color is buff, in only one shade 
and on wove paper. 

No setting varieties have been seen for the 
third pl ate.-
214 THE C
Fig. 8 . Plate I IA with six of the Sc and four 
of the l Oc sta mps. 

Types of the Third Plate: 

1) First " E" in th e I st line slightly higher 
th an the second "£".-
Second "r" in "correos" in th e 3rd line, 
higher than th e res t of letter in th at 
word .-

2) No period af ter "UU" in the Ist line. 
"Correos" in th e 3rd line is spelled 
"eorreos". 

3) o period after "UU" m the Ist line. 

4) "D" of "DE" in th e Ist line lower than 
th an th e "E".- No periods af ter "E" 
and "S" in the 2nd line. Two periods 
after " Cts". in th e 4th line. 

5) No rm al. 

6) No period af ter "EE" in the I st line. 
The "1" of "del" in 3rd line is 10 mm. 
from "e" of same word.-
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7) "c" in the I st line is a small "c." 
" Estad'.o" in the 3rd line is spelled 
" Eetado."- The "I" in "de]" in the 
3rd line inverted and lower than the 
two first letters.-

8) o periods after " EE" in the I st line 
and after the "T" in 2nd.-

9) Period after the " S" in the 2nd line 
raised and oval shaped.-
" del" in the 3rd line is spelled " dee". 
small " ts" in " CTS" in the 4th line. 

IO) "L.L." in the 2nd line instead of the 
correct letters " E.S."-
"correos in the 3rd line is spelled "cor­
reoa" .-
The period a fter " C " in the I st line is • 
r aised.-
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Fourth Plate : The fourth plate contains 
the 4 types of th e IO cen tavos value in posi­
tions No. 7, 8, 9 and IO. It w as printed on 
whi te paper, of which two distinct va rieties 
can be found : 

white-wove, rather porous paper. 
white-wove, smooth paper of a creamish 
tint. 

White-wove, blue baton ne ( RRR ) 
o setting varieties have been noted . 

T ypes of th e Fourth Plat e : 

T ypes 1 to 6 a re the same as those printed 
from the 3rd pl ate, having the same varieties. 

Types 7 to 1 o, show also the same varie­
ties as mentioned fo r plate 3, but the denomi­
nations have been ch anged to read IO CTS.-
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THE CLUBHOUSE 

M eeting of April 2nd , 1952 

L adies' N ight 

T his meeting was devoted to exhibitions by 
the ladies of th e Collectors Club , and was 
well a ttend ed. Through th e efforts of Mrs. 
Rae E hrenberg, ten diversified exhibits we re 
rep resented and presented in thi s order : 

M iss Agnes Burlingame displayed a nice 
lot of F r ance, J eann e D 'Arc type of th e first 
issues. 

Jl!lrs. Sophie Buse r showed pl ate fl aws on 
" th e st anding H elveti a" type of Swi tze rl and. 

Mrs. Edward C. C hickering showed postal 
labels of W orld W ar I. 

A joint coll ection of Mrs . Edna D eutsch 
and Mrs . R ae E hrenberg comprised a dis­
play of U . S. D epartmentals, proofs, speci­
mens mint and used . 

Jlfrs. A nna E lkin s graced th e occasion by 
exhibiting some of her Semi-postals of the 
wo rld. 

Mrs . L ouise H offm an showed F rench 
Rouen Semi-Official Air Mails, Z eppelin 
C r ash Covers, and Dr. Hugo E ckener 's pres­
en ta tion book of th e U nited Sta tes Z eppelin 
st amps. 

Mrs . H elen L ee displ ayed autogr aphed 
F irst D ay Cove rs. 

Mrs. E th el Mc C oy exhibited some of her 
well-known pages of th e U . S. L ouisiana 
Exposition I ssue. 

Mrs. R ose R ein er showed ea rly valentines, 
and Mrs . fr ma S erphos presented U. S. Com­
memoratives with autogr aphs of persons con­
nected w ith th e st amps. 

E lliot G . Cor in 

Meeting of April 16, 1952 

Un ited N ations Nig ht 

This meeting was devoted to an add ress to 
th e C lub by th e Chief of th e P ostal A dm inis­
tration of th e U nited N ations, B erti! A. 
R enborg. After an introduction by Lt. G en. 
C. W. Wickersham, Mr. Renborg told those 
216 T HE CO
present about the new U nited Nations postal 
iss ues . 

H e desc ribed th ese as th e " first interna­
tional pos tage stamps," stressing th at th ere 
we re sixty fr ee and in dependent sta tes behind 
th ese st amps. 

The reasons given by M r. Renbo rg for the 
i s ~ u ance of postage stamps by th e U nited 1 a­
t ic.ns we re in th is orde r : 

1. P ostage stamps a re a means of iden t ifi­
ca ti" n. 

2. P ostage stamps are one of th e bes t avai l­
able adve rti sing med iums· for sp read ing 
knowledge. 

3. A special st amp makes U nited N ations 
mai l d istinctive and recognizable. 

4. A seconda ry reason is th e aid 111 ra ising 
fun ds th ro ugh th e sale of th ese iss ues to 
phil a telis ts. 

The stamps of th e U nited Nat ions were 
auth orized by th e U nive rsal P ostal U nion as 
t>2.rly as 19+8, but du e to difficulties in work­
in g out ideas fo r des igns, th e stamps we re not 
ready fo r sale until 195 1. The des igns se­
lected had to be not only universally recog­
nized, but also such th a t no offense would be 
given to any race, religion or nat ion. T hus 
th ey utilized th e five official languages of the 
U . N ., namely, E nglish, French, Spanish , 
C hin ese and Ru ss ian. 

M r. R enborg described th e d ifficult ies en­
countered w ith th e sale of the firs t stamps, 
especially fr om th e Phil atelic side. H e ad­
mitted to many mis takes which we re due 
mos tly to inexperi ence and unde rst affing. 

In all there were eleven regular postage and 
fo u r air mail st amps in th e fi rst set. Mo re 
are planned , sta rting w ith a live-cent com­
memo rative st amp for U nited Nations D ay 
nex t October. Present pl ans w ill call for 
abou t two comm emoratives a yea r w hil e th e 
cur rent set of 15 might be replaced in two 
yt> a rs or so. 

The fi f ty- three membe rs and guests present 
enj oyed hearing fir st hand the story behind 
th ese st amps. 

Elliot G. C orin 
LLECTORS CLU B PH ILAT ELIST, VOL. XXXl , NO. 4 



THE CLUBHOUSE 
Meeting of May 7, 1952 

" Stamps of th e Orient" 

At this meeting, we had the pleasure of 
welcoming back President Jacob S. Glaser, 
who appeared hale and hearty after his re­
cent illness . President Glaser took the oc­
casion to publicly thank his many well­
wishers. 

:Mr. Haverbeck introduced M1-. Richard 
F. Lawrence who obliged by showing five 
frames of his specialty, Early Siam. From 
this we learned that this rather unpopular 
country has little known about it. Essays 
exist, but there is no real background avail­
able concerning them. So-called proofs are 
probably only samples. The first stamp was 
nf.ver placed in use, except in surcharge form. 
The surcharges are a study in themselves, as 
are the cancellations, most of which are bad, 
or at the very least misapplied. Covers of 
these are almost completely unknown. 

The second speaker of the evening was 
Mr. Paul Lindenberg, who displayed three 
fr ames of the Waterlow printings of Labuan , 
the 1902 issue. There were at least two 
plates of this issue, and there have been dis­
covered by Mr. Lindenberg at least fifteen 
different perforation varieties. Blocks are 
sea rce. 

Mr. H averb eck th en took over th e balance 
of th e m eeting, giving of his knowledge of 
the Far and Near East by means of exhibits 
of Indore and Saudi Arabia . 

The Indore first issues are a fine example 
of Waterlow & Co.'s lithography. The sec­
ond issue was line-engraved by Perkins, Bacon 
& Co. A native provisional issue , the so­
called "spool-top," were made locally, printed 
in water color. Reprints exist, but they are 
all in oil color. With the 1905 issue of 
Perkins Bacon, the local postal system was 
given up, except for official stamps, until 
1928. These later issues were engraved and 
later printed locally by typography. 

The forerunners of Saudi Arabian stamps 
were Turkish issues cancelled in the Arabian 
towns of Mecca and Jeddah. The Kingdom 
of Hejaz was formed as a result of the T. E. 
Lawrence-inspired-Arab-revolt against Turk­
ish Rule. Hejaz established an independent 
Post Office in August of 1916 and had stamps 
printed in Cairo. These stamps appeared in 
various perforation and roulette varieties. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI, 
In 1922 there were overprints. 
Later there were issued "Coat of Arms" 

stamps, locally typographed in sheets of 36. 
In 192+ due to a local "holy" civil war, 

Hejaz was greatly reduced in territory, and 
lbn Saud formed a country known as 1ejd, 
which first issued stamps in March of 1925, 
using old Turkish stamps, still available, and 
overprinting them locally. 

Mr. Haverbeck finished his discussion of 
these by showing a few Air Mail and Charity 
Tax Stamps of the Near Eastern Country 
under discussion. 

All of the for ty-eight members and visitors 
present enjoyed these glimpses of far-away 
rC'mantic places. 

Elliot G . Corin 

At the meetings of the Board of Governors 
held April 23rd and May 28th, the follow­
ing new members were elected: 

NO. 

3007 Harold K. Raisler, New York, N. Y. 
Collects South America. 

3008 Mrs. Leona E. Pecha , Richmond Hill , 
N. Y. Collects Hawaii, U. S., Air­
mail , British North America. 

3009 Laurance L. Mac Kallor, Arlington, 
Va. Collects Pacific Islands, British 
Africa, Congo-used only ; Cancella­
tions. 

3010 Arthur Korzyn , Baltimore, Md. Col­
lects Far East, British Colonies. 

3orr William Bacon, Wellsville, N. Y., Col­
lects Latin America. 

3012 John J. Smith , Philadelphia, Pa., Col­
lects Air Mails. 

3013 Hugh Bosdin Leech, Mill Valley, 
Calif., Collects China. 

3014 Charles J. Bretagne, Poughkeepsie, 
N. Y., Collects France. 

3015 Howard Hershleder, Madison, Wisc., 
Collects U. S. 20th Century, also "speci­
men" Overprints; World U P U's. 

3016 Warner H. Kiefaber, Dayton , Ohio, 
Collects U. S. & British, mainly B.N.A. 

3017 Sam W. Hubbard , Bremen, Ga. 
3018 Sam W. Hubbard, Jr., Bremen, Ga., 

Collects General and U. S. Mint. 
3019 Ernest Henry Hunt, Johannesburg, 

S. A. , Collects Brazil, Transvaal, 
World Collection. 
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3020 Lauren L. Reager, Santa Monica, 
Calif. , Collects United States. 

3021 Leon Gedaly, ew York, Collects 
Western Europe, Latin West Indies. 

3022 Philip Spalding, Locust, . ]., Collects 
Guatemala. 

3023 M. Charles Hoffman, New York, Col­
lects Air Letter Sheets. 

3024 Mario Colaiezzi, Elmhurst, N. Y ., Col­
lects Italy and Colonies. 

3025 Domenico Facci, New York, Collects 
Italy, Colonies, Italian Areas, Italian 
States. 

3026 Albert Philip Cohen , ew York, Col-
lects Air Mail and U. S. 

3027 Lewis N. Ross, Great Neck, L. I., Col­
lects Geo. VI; Geo. V Br. Amer.; 
U. S. 1909 Issue. 

3028 Henry M. Spellman III , Vero Beach, 
Fla., Collects Hawaii , United States. 

3029 Charles D. Sneller, M.D., Peoria, Ill., 
Collects U. S. 19th Century Confed­
erate States, Scandinavia. 

3030 John W. Graves, Wichita, Kans. , Col­
lects United States; United States 
Stamped Envelopes. 

3031 James Woodrow Shaver, Richmond, 
Ind., Collects Danzig, Luxemburg, 
Chile, Modena, Czechoslovakia. 

3032 Irving P. Wolfe, Poughkeepsie, N . Y. 

3033 R. H. Richardson , Martins Ferry, 
Ohio, Collects U. S. o. 1, (5c 1847), 
19th Century U. S. 

3034 Richard E. Miller, PFC US-52, c/o 
Postmaster, Collects U. S. A., Great 
Britain, Austria, Germany, Canada. 

3035 Richard G. Maciver, Jr. , Trenton, 
N . ]., Collects Philatelic Literature. 

3036 Albert Anton Kronenberg-Sommer, 
Switzerland, Collects Ukraine Tri­
dents, Philatelic Literature. 

3037 M aja r George Harrison, Surrey, Eng., 
Collects Greece, Uruguay, Transvaal, 
Great Britain. 

3038 Soichi lchida (Dr.) Kobe, Japan, Col­
lects Early Japan, U . S. A. & British 
Colonies. 

3039 Leon Miro, P aris, France, Collects 
Rare Stamps. 
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3040 William August Rodriguez, Barcelona, 
Venezuela, S. A. Collects Used Latin­
American Airmail Stamps. 

3041 Edward Raner, Zagreb, Yugoslavia, 
Collects General, no specialties, but 
favoring Yugoslavia, Serbia and Croa­
tia, Italy, Germany, Austria, Hungary 
and Great Britain. 

The Library Committee reports the acqui­
sition of the following: 

"Estudio de las falsificaciones de las sellos 
de! Uruguay,'' by Robert Hoffman. 1948 
Montevideo. Donor William Jacobs. 

" H andbook/Ca talogue. Union of South 
Africa Stamps" (Van Riebeck Tercentenary 
Edition) . The Phil atelic Federation of 
South Africa. 

"A Century of Stamp Production" by 
L. N. & M . Williams. Publishers-Water­

' low & Sons, Ltd., London , England. 
"20th Century United States Fancy Can­

cellations" by Foster W. Loso and Heyliger 
de Windt. Somerset Press 1952. 

"Deutsche Flughafen, Luftpostausgabe­
und LuftpostBestatigungsstempel," by Kurt 
Dahmann. In German. Donor Aero Phi­
latelists. 

"The Milton J. H arris Collection of R are 
Airmail Stamps and Philatelic Material" 
F. W. Kessler Auction , December I, 1947. 
Donor P . P. Lindenberg. 

"1952 Supplement to 1951 Edition. The 
American Air Mail Catalogue of Air Letter 
Sheets." Published by The American Air 
Mail Society. 

SCHEDULED MEETINGS FOR 
SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER, 1952 

September l 7th--Guatemala , by the Guate­
mala Society-Mr. Joseph Mandos in 
charge . 

October l st-Boer War Issues and Usages­
Stephen G. Rich United States 1851 to 
1857 Issues, by Abe Rubel , Jr. 

October 15th-Sanitary Fair Stamps, by 
George Wray. Plate Numbers of De La 
Rue Printings for Great Britain, by Paul 
P. Lindenberg. 
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" A Century of Stamp P r oduction, r852-
r952 ." The Story of Waterlow & Sons, Ltd. 

· of London , England. Paper i::over, 44 pages. 
(Not known if on public sale). 

This attractive booklet was presented to 
The Collectors Club by th e world -famous 
British printing hou se of W aterlow & Sons. 
W e fo und it fasc in ating for the phil atelist 
in many respects. F irst of all , it is his­
torical because it summ arizes briefly th e his­
tory of this firm, well-known to every stamp 
collector. Secondly, it is of high phil a telic 
interes t because it lucidly describes and il­
lus tr ates examples of va rious printing meth­
ods. W aterlow has pr inted st amps by line­
engraving, lithography, photogravure and ty­
pog raphy. Thirdly, it is colorful because th e 
pr inting, make-up and illustr ations are out­
standing, as co uld be expected from a source 
such as this. And fin ally, it is educational be­
cause it stresses w hat planning goes into a 
stamp befo re we collect it . Some so eage r 
to criticize a stamp 's design have no concept 
of th e problems to be solved. Facts in this 
booklet about th e reason fo r the selection of 
a specific design, th e great importance of se­
cu rity against im itation, a ll will teach th e col­
lector w hy th e manu fac tu rer prints th e 
stamps as he does. 

At th e end of th e, book is th e I oo-year list 
of th e many stamps printed by W aterlow & 
Sons. A neat coll ecting id ea fo r someone 
seeking new fi elds would be the assemblage 
of all of this B r itish fi rm 's prod ucts. One 
wou ld have to seek some valu able 19th and 
20th Century stamps, sta rting wi th th e 1852 
British Guianas down to th e 1948 Silver 
W eddings of th e British Colonies and U ru­
guay's sca rce " P egasus" air mail issues. This 
is quite a phil atelic cavalcade on a wo rld­
wide basis, w hich some enterprising collector 
might attempt. It w ill r equire patience, 
fo rtitud e and more th an a few doll ars. 

H.M. G. 

R oyal M ail. By F . G eorge K ay, F ellow of 
th e Royal Society of Arts, London, 1951 , 
Rockliff Publishing Corporation Ltd., x plus 
198 pp., 2IS. 
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Our good friend , Major Adrian Hopkins, 
has done a real benefit to the Collectors Club 
library by presenting us w ith this " Souvenir 
of our visit O ctober IO/I I 1951." Much 
th at has hith erto been scattered through 
variou s wo rks, much th at has been hidden 
away, and some that is hitherto not on print­
ed r ecord, has been assembled by Mr. Kay 
into a ve ry compact , well-written work. 

The development of the postal se rvice in 
Britain , from its earlies t tr aces such as the 
royal ca rriers of " pacquets" und er Edwa rd 
IV to its present extensive ranges of service, 
has been made into a coherent, even a dra­
matic sto ry. R ather striking is th e repeated 
occurrence of private competition, at many 
stages in this story-not merely th at of 
D ockw r a, but many oth er se rvices. 

Factu ally, Mr. K ay has been exceedingly 
caref ul. B arring one or two misdatings of 
one day only, of no real significance, he can­
not be. fo un d fa ult w ith on accu racy. His 
choice of w hat matters to ment ion, what de­
tails to omit, m ay not fi t th e needs of eve ry 
stud ent nor make th e book pe rfect as a ref­
erence wo rk . ... but he has completed his 
chosen t ask w ith consistence and fi del ity. The 
real posi t ion and significa nce of th e postage 
stamp has been neither exaggerated nor mini­
mized; nor has he t aken par tisan stand on 
such matters as th e Hill -Chalmers contro­
versy. 

E xcept th at his tas te, colo red by tr adition, 
see ms to ove restim ate th e a rtistic merits and 
th e ex tent th a t it has se rved as a general 
st amp pattern elsewhere, in th e case of the 
P enny Black, th e judgments are sound. W e 
could wish th at th e merits of th e Edward 
VII stamps w ere more appreciated, and the 
reversion to primitive orn amentat ion in th eir 
successors had not been glossed over. 

The bibliography is not extensive, but ex­
cept for D endy M arshall 's book, seems to 
contain every w ork of any extensive value. 
The presence of an adequ ate index is most 
welcome. Actu al test of th e index fo r this 
r eviewer's own questions shows th at it is 
fully equ al to almost any need. 

The estim ates of the contributions of vari­
ous persons to the developments at various 
periods is particul arly equitable. Thus, Post-
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master-General Henry Fawcett, the grea t 
blind man, almost unknown to most philatelic 
and postal history students, is give n his 
proper place. 

A final chapter about stamps, th e aes thetic 
limita tion s of the comment in which has been 
mentioned, is an excellent summary, with a 
cond ensed but adequ ate description of the 
ro togravu re method of production now in use 
for Briti sh stamps. 

R ai lway mail, foreign mai l, parcel post, 
registration, etc. are all given interesting and 
comp act chapters. Th e illu stra tion s a re very 
ably chosen for th eir bearing on th e text; the 
few post-route maps are properly dr af ted for 
th eir purpose. In short, this is a properly 
planned and adequately completed book. 

S. G. R. 

" Everybody's Guide to Stamp In ves tm ent," 
by J oseph E. Granville . Published by 
Hermitage H ouse. Price $2.95. 

This book was placed on our desk wi th 
the idea th at this magaz ine might w ish to 
comment on it. W e decline to review it be­
cause it is not a phil atelic wo rk. 

Up to this tim e, this book has not been 
sent to th e Club Library. Its place upon our 
library shelves is of littl e consequence. 
Withou t it, ou r Library's outstanding reputa­
tion is in no way affected. 

H .M. G. 

Handbook / Catalogu e Union of South Africa 
Stamps. Van Riebeeck T ercen tenary Edition. 
Edited by Dr. Alex Kapl an, Sam L egator and 
Willi am N. Sheffield . Joh anne sburg, The 
Phil atelic Federation of South Africa, 1952. 
Fab rikoid , 326 pp. 

This revi ewe r is in an unenviabl e position 
in writing on this book. Invited to partici­
pate in its production, he was delinquent in 
a ttending to the matter , only to find that the 
book was already in press w hen he realized 
his own lapse. Therefore, any flaws in list­
ing, pricing, etc., which he may note can 
fa irly be th e bas is for saying: "Why did n't 
you take hold and remove or forestall thi s 
mi stake?" 
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The book itself is a first-r ate job. The 
able and informed men who made it have 
done th e job of a specialized catalog for th e 
Un ion of South Africa with skill and ca re. 
l\!Ieasured by th e difficulty of the materi al, 
th ey have at t ained a result considerably su­
perior to th a t in our current U. S. specialized 
catalog or th e pre-war Yvert special ized 
catalog of France. For th e first time we have 
a South African catalog w hich has been com­
pletely rid of con fusions in meth od or con­
tent inherited from th e pioneer wo rk of 
Simenhoff, published back in 1930. The pio­
neer work, plus the improvements in th e 
Natal Society's book of 1946, have been fully 
utilized with all due cred it. 

The consp icuous features of this new 
book are th e very definite explanations of 
va rieties and th e excellent illustrations. The 
a rrangement of issues and material, once 
learned for one portion, is remarkably con­
sistent throughout. 

For the American user , th e colo r-naming 
may be confus ing in spots. H owever, this 
book is intended primarily for South Afri­
can use, so th a t in this respect as oth ers it 
follows th e terminology th ere norm ally 
adopted . 

A ca reful hunt, for one whole evening, to 
find errors of factua l st atement, was almost 
barren. The lone example found was on page 
187, whereas booklet 1o. Bi is dated 1919. 
This reviewe r bought the booklet Bi at Dur­
ban, Adams M. S. , and oth er Natal offices in 
February, 1916 and from th en on, till it was 
replaced by B2 first seen 1ovember, 1920 
by him at Berea R oad sta tion of Durban post 
office. 

Th e pricing comes considerably closer to 
an ac tu al m arket report th an has been th e 
case in all previous South African catalogs. 
In this respect the improvement is more th an 
consp icuou s : it is striking and welcome. This 
reviewer would maintain that the lnterpro­
vincials (co rrectly spelled w ithou t hyphen ) 
are priced r ather high, but the South African 
market may have jumped on these in recent 
months. Interprovincials of Natal stamps 
used in Transvaal seem r a ther high, and 
Natal stamps in Orange Free State still 
r a th er low, for their ac tual relative scarcity. 
25 % off the former and doubling the l at­
ter wou ld seem more accurate-but it is quite 
probable that this, based on relative sca rcity, 
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REINATEX 

(Continued from P age 182.) 

The show was conducted on a very high 
plane. There we re no dealers booths and no 
speci al st amp was issued; but th ere was an 
Exhibition post office using a R einatex can­
cell ation. Admission was free, and the Ex­
hibition H all was gaily decorated wi th fl ags 
and fl owers, w hile in the center of a number 
of th e salons was a beautiful water fountain . 
may not ag ree wi th th e ac tual market. In 
considering prices, due allowance has been 
made fo r the current value of th e South 
African pound in terms of dollars. On th at 
basis the No. 2 Va, th e 0 d King's head 
double print, is within 10% of th e ac tu al 
price of th e copy th at las t changed hands. 

Why the 6d double print is called a "double 
strike" and priced at only 20s mint , 10s used, 
is not clear. Actually, it is st ill just as sca rce 
as th e 0 d double print. 

Typography is clean, properly done, wi th 
excell ent choice of type faces and adequate 
l<' nd ing fo r easy use. 

S. G. R. 

" 1952 S upplement to th e 195 1 Edition of Th e 
American Air A1ail Catalog ue of Air L ett er 
S hee ts." Ed ited by the American Air Mail 
Soc iety Catalogue Committee, L. B . Gatchell , 
Chai rm an. 30 pp. P aper cove r. Price $1 .oo. 

The co ll ecting of postal sta tion ery, popular 
throughout th e 19th century but af terwards 
almos t totally neglected except by a small 
gro up of ardent specialists, is showing signs 
of revival in popularity. In ou r opinion, th e 
biggest individual boost given to postal sta­
tione ry coll ecting is by th e ai r mail special­
is ts, who have manifested a keen interest in 
Air L etter Sheets . 

Of all th e recent methods of mailing, th e 
Air Letter Sh ee t has caught on all over th e 
world. A lightweight, single sheet of cor­
respondence car ries messages speed ily and 
economically to all parts of th e globe . For 
instance, an air mail letter from th e U nited 

t ates to parts of Africa or Asia costs 25c a 
half ou nce . One can use an Air Letter Sheet, 
if only a message is to be w ritten, fo r JOc, 
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sometimes more than a 50 % saving. Prac ti­
cally every country has issued Air Letters 
by now. 

A compreh ensive catalog was issued by the 
above group in 195 r. This supplement brings 
th a t catalog up to ·date, stimulating and main­
ta ining the interes t. The meth od of listing 
the many different forms of Air Letter is 
done by symbols which th e edi tors conside r 
th e most satisfactory. A full-page state­
ment for th e user's guid ance is given on page 
8 of thi s supplement. 

This booklet has ample illu strations and 
although many are not too well produced, the 
u e r w ill be ahle to follow them. The prices 
listed have been carefully checked by prior 
consultation with commercial dealers in this 
specialty. Most eve ry person in this coun­
try, who collects Air L etter Sheets, informs 
us that he finds this catalogue useful. 

H.M. G. 

Specialized Catalogu e of th e Stamps of Pal­
estin e, by P aul P . Lindenberg. Publi shed by 
P aul P. Lindenberg. ew York, . Y. 16 
pages. Stapled . Price 7 5 cents. 

This useful catalogue is one of th e first 
attempts to systematize th e stamps issued fo r 
th e British Mandated T erritory of P ales tin e. 
It is a very detailed listing of these st amps. 
All th e minor va rieties a re carefully de­
scribed and th e papers of th e second defini­
tive issue of 1927 are listed in great detail. 
The pricing is realistic. 

This catalogue is th e work of a careful 
stud ent w hich we recommend to all special­
ists of these st amps. 

H . D.S.H. 
The social program was overwhelming, 
and it was imposs ible to get to all th e events. 
The show was opened dai ly from 10: oo 
A. M. to 7: oo P. M . and th e attendance· 
was most satisfactory. 

Great credi t should go to the organizers, 
L adislas and Alex Varga, and L . Boscus .. 
The details of organization were most ably 
handled by Miss Therese R eiter and her 
staff, without whose unfailing good nature· 
many of the problems might not have been 
so eas ily solved. 
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FACT§ ABOUT §ELLING YOUR §TAMP§ 

e Public Auction is the modern way to sell most collections. 

e We have been conducting sales for over 20 years and our effi­
cient, up to date , PERSONALIZ ED SERVICE assures the maxi­
mum in results . 

e We can offer early dates and attractive terms. Liberal ad­
vances pending sale. Expert supervision of all material by 
experienced phi late I ists. 

e OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE successfully places Phila­
telic Properties privately, where this method is preferred. Our 
advice , backed by over 20 years of ethical dealing is at your 
service. 

e We are also prepared to purchase for cash Collections, Ac­
cumulations , Rarities , etc . 

INFORMATION CHEERFULLY CIVEN 

IRWIN HEIMAN, Inc<t 2 West 46th Street 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 

£ Telephone: LUxemburg 2-2393 
LI. s. PRICE LI ST 
OUR 68 PAGE ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST 

Free On Request 
INCLUDES: 

Confederate Issues 
U. S. Possessions 
Canada 
Newfoundland 
Separate Listing of U. S. Plate 

Number Blocks 
Your Want Lists of U. S. Stamps and Covers 

Will Be Appreciated. 

JOHN A. FOX 
116 NASSAU STREET, N. Y. C., 7, NEW YORK 
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Dress up your collection in 

THE BRUCE POST SPECIAL 
another fine SCOTT Blank Album 

Your collection will look twice as good in 
this handsome blank album by Scott. The 
two-post binder comes in red, green or 
black, with real morocco back and corners . 
Stamped with neat gold trim. Matching 
linen covers the slipcase. 50 linen-hinged 
pages, 8 lh x 10 V4 " . Paper is specia l Crane 
linen of 100 % rag content, with transpar­
·ent interleaving. 

A lifetime investment ... ...... .. · .......... . $17.50 

Extra pages ... .. .. .... .... ...... ... 25 for $3 .75 

Order today from you r dealer. 

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS" In~. 
L eading .Stamp Album Publish ers Since 1875 

I W est 4 7th Str eet New York 36~ N . Y. 
YOU CAN'T COLLECT AIR§TAMP 

without SANA1BRIA 
THE A IR POST CATALOG 

1953 
EDITION 

fully revised - accurate - concise - complete 

This most useful and un ique publi cation 
will be ready for delivery September, 1952. 

PRICE $4.75 POSTPAID 

"Sanabria 's Air Post & British Empire News" 
- a quarterly - containing additions to the catalog and news of Empire stamps is now 
available FREE to anyone sending advance orders fully pa id for the catalog. These must 
reach us not later than August 15, 1952, - after that - $ 1.00 a year . 

NICOL AS SANABRIA CO. , I NC. 
A. MEDAWAR, President 

521 Fifth Avenue New York 17, N . Y. 
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FINE COLLECTIONS 

GENERAL or SPECIALIZED 
can be sold advantageously in 

well known fo r the ir ca reful descr ipt ions 
and for t he good pr ices rea lized . If you 
wan t to sel l, contac t us fo r conditions and 
auc t ion dates. Favorable da tes in the fall 
season st il l ava il abl e. W e a re al so cash 
buye rs fo r f ine co llec ti ons and ra re s in gle 
items. 

MERCURY STAMP COMPANY 
522 Fifth Ave. (at 44th St. ) 

New York 36, N. Y. 
Telephon es: MU2-7106 and 2-6976 

Cable a ddr ess: MER CSTAMP NE W YORK 
il THE COLLE
E§§AY§ and P R OOF§ 

Are regularly offered 

in my 

Auction Sales 

Request Free Catalogues 

EUGENEN. C O§TAL E§ 

99 Nassau Street., 
New York 7 , N. Y. 
FOR YOUR 

SP ECIAL NEED S 

SOMETIME every collector wan ts 
some special service. He wants to 
sell his collection for the best pos­

sible price; he wants to buy a gr eat 
r a rity or a n unusua l group of stamps , 
not to be found in dealers ' r egular 
stocks; he wants reliable information 
about his philatelic affairs. Just such 
service is the sole function of J . C. 
Morgenthau & Co., Inc. The company 
has nothing to sell; it acts, on commis­
sion, for collectors who wish to add to 
their collections or dispose of them in 
whole or in part. Collections for dis­
posal a r e examined without cost (except 
postage) to the owner and commissions 
a r e charged only on completed tra ns­
actions. If you want to buy or se ll . 

Always Ask Morgenthau 

J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., INC. 
(Subsidiary of Scott Stamp & Coin Co. Inc.) 

114 Liberty St., New York 17, N. Y. 
DOUGLAS BOTH 

SPA IN-1865. 12c. perf. 14, frame 
inv. used #76a ........... ............. .. $180 

TASMANIA-1856. 2d. A record used 
copy #8 ........ ................. ........... $1 2 5 

TRINIDAD-1860. 1 d. dull red , mint 
bloc k of 30 # 1 3a ... .......... ... ... . $ 90 

TURKS IS.- 1867. 6d . Die proof in 
black .... .... ..... .. ........................... $ 65 

VIRGIN !S.- 1888. 4d. on 1 /-. su r-
charge double , mint # l 8a . ..... .. .. $ 225 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA- 1857. 2d. 
used #7 .................................... $ 45 

U. S. A.-1 867. 12c. Grill 11 by 13, 
used block of 4 #90 ........ ........ $ 225 

ZANZIBAR (French ) - 1895. 3a. on 
30c, 3 inverted mint in pair with 
normal. The onl y known copy, 
signed Gilbert .. ..... .. ..... .......... ... . $300 

ZULU LAND-1 894. £ l used #23 .... $ 18 

Fairways, Mona Crescent, 
N'ewlands, 

Cape Province, South Africa 
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MUSCOTT FOR REAL SERVICE 
Calling All American Collectors! 

My Drive For Dollars. 

In my effort to obtain Dollars fo r the Old 
Country, I am prepared to supply at the 
foll owing rates:-

NEW ISSUES SERVICE . 
DEFINITIVES PERFS & SHADES 

1 Vz % 10 % 

Obsoletes a n d 'wan ts' lists a lso dea lt w ith at 
preferen tial rates. Ma n y influentia l U ni ted States 
Collectors have a lready been enrolled a nd have 
expressed their deep appreciation of t h e service 
ren dered. T h is service will operat e for the n ew 
Queen Elizabeth Issu es. Fu ll detai ls ava ilable on 
request. 

M. W . MUSCOTT, P. T . S. 

"~H~" 
Meadrow, Godalming, Surrey, England. 

Bn n kers :-Nat ion al P r ovincial Bank Ltd ., 
God a lm in g , S u r r ey . 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATEL IST, VOL . XXX I, NO
ISRAEL 
a f ew offers at random, f r om our 

newest price list 

# 1-6 mint ... .... .... ......... ...... .. $1.50 
# 1-6 blocks of 4 mint . . . . . . . . . . 6.00 
# 16 Tabul Souvenir Sheet .... .50 
# 16, same on First Day Cover .65 
# 17-21 , 23, Tab blocks of 4 3.00 
# 31-2 UPU Tete-beche & 

gutter tete-beche pairs . .. . . . 2.40 
# 35-6 Arthur Szyk Holiday 

Issue Pl. blk. . .. .. .. . . .. . . ... . ... . . 1.50 
# 37 Maccabi Sport stamp on 

FDC .......... .. .. .... ..... .... ....... .60 
# 55 1 Po' nd Menora on FDC 1.35 
Cl-6 1st Air Mail on FDC ... . 2.75 
C7-8 TABA Pl. # blks. of 4 4.50 
J 1-5 First Postage Due * . . ... . .. 7.50 

-
M·any, many more interesting items in stock. 

What do you need? 

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO. 
116 NASSAU ST. , NEW YORK 38, N. Y. 

S . L . BA YE R , P rop. 
JULIARD ' S 

CAT ALOGUES 
19TH CENTURY - EARLY 20TH 

Indispensable to every serious 

collector or specialist - Two 

issues a year - Free copy 

on request. 

ALEX S. JULIARD, Expert 
"Green Acres" 
NARBERTH, PA. 
r 

SIS SONS 
NEW 1952 

tB. rn.. a. Calaloq 

... 

A Complete 44 Page Specialized 
Listing of CANADA, NEWFOUND­
LAND and THE PROVINCES In­
cludes MI NT & USED BLOCKS, 
PLATE BLOCKS, REVENUES, STA­
TIONERY, 0. H. M. S. ETC. 

PRICE 25c 
(REFU NDABLE ON ORDER OF 

$ 2 .00 OR OVER ) 

J. N. SISSONS 
59 Wellington W. 

Toronto I, Canada 
. 4 VIII 



ATTRACTIVE COLLECTIONS 

for sale by 

OJ Ai.uahz ]llJlahj 

Turks Island 
offered by the Order of 

C. J. L. SNOWDEN, ESQ., F.R.P.S.L. 

This co1lection, housed in eleven F.G. " De-Luxe" 
albums, is uniq ue, as it has always won a gold 
medal (or first prize) at every international 
ex hibition at w hich it has been shown: New York 
1947, London 1950 and Toronto 1951. 

We know of o nly one other spec ialised collection 
of this W est Indian is land. but this is by far the 
most complete a nd includes many pieces which 
are unique. 

Die and plate proofs, colour tria ls, mint and 
u sed blocks , and pieces are there in profusion, 
and the f ollowing brief list of some of the 
wonderful pieces is but a s ma ll indication of its 
value and appea l: 
1873-79 ld. dull red (a mint pair, imperf. b e­
tween ), 1/ - lil ac (two mint and three used) . 
1881 provisiona ls 

Included in the a bove are three remarkable 
covers bearing seven provis ion a ls. It is worthy of 
note that of the original 5000 cop ies of t he 1/ ­
lilac, the m ajority of which were surcharged , one 
hundred and eighty examples are in this co1~ 
lection. 

Of the 1889 provisionals, "'hd" on 4d. grey, 
there is a fine array of one hundred and forty ex­
amples in c luding a mint block of twenty-four, 
complete settings and twelve on covers. 

Subsequent issues are complete to 1952 and in­
clude many fine p ieces with the 1894 5d. bisect 
on cover (only recorded example), artists' draw­
ings, die and p lat e proofs, and mint plate number 
blocks. 

There are more irreplaceable p ieces in this col­
lection than in any other that we have ever 
offered. 

PRICE $20,460 
Also 

Air Mail Covers of China ... ........................... $ 602 
Bri t ish Solomon ls. 1907-31 . 1260 
Burma, mint ...... ..... ...................... .......... .. 350 
Canada Numeral Can cellations, 1868-78 770 
Ceylon unused $294 and ........... ... ..... 1197 
Ceylon u sed $588 a nd .... .. ......... ...... 1029 
Great Britain 1870 De La Rue Die Proofs 3080 
Ionian Islands, 1859 ........................... 980 
Japanese Overprints 1942-45 2800 
Montenegro 1874-1913 ........................... ........ 1890 
New South Wales used classics ...... 2240 
New South Wales early cover s ............ ......... 1750 
New South Wales diadem 2d . retouch es 392 
New Zealand, 1855-1940 ................... ......... ...... 1680 
Overland Mail, a unique collection .. .. 1610 
Pakistan, 1947 ... .......... ............ ............ .... 420 
Queensland , 1860 and subsequent issues 12530 
Russia, 1857-1923 ......................... ... 1330 
Russian Loca)s-Zemstvo issu es 4410 
South Australia 1886-1912 ....... ..... 1330 
South Australia , unused classics . 560 
South Australia, 1855-58, used 448 
Western Austr alia, c lassics ... . 1638 
Our illu strated brochure , which g ives details of 
a 11 these coll ections can be obtai ned from our 
American Agent (Carl Pelander, 545 Fifth Ave­
nu e, New York 17) or direct from our L ondon 
office: 

BOBS ON LOWE LTD . 
50 Pall Mall, London, S. W. I 

Cables: "Stamps, London" 
IX THE COL
for CASH or for 
AUCTION SALE 

Collections, Dealers' Stock 
Lots, Rarities , Airmails , 

Your stamps can be turned into cash by 
means of our most thorough wholesale and 
auction activities. Your material is brought 
to the attention of an active and buy-m inded 
cl ientele BU IL T UP OVER A PERIOD OF 
MORE THAN 25 YEARS in business em­
brac ing customers throughout the world. 

Please write and tell us 
what you have to sell. 

Auction Catalogue Free on Request 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
15 PARK ROW - SOUTH TO·WER 

Telephone : BA 7 - 3830 
Auc110N 
OR SELLING 

.A , 
1rs 

BUYING 

505 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI, NO. 4 



ANNOUNCING 
THE THIR'D IN THIE SERIES 

OF 

Collectors Club Handbooks 
The Postage Stamps and Postal History of 

TIBET 
By 

HARRISON D. S. HAVERBECK 

To be published in September. As the edition will be 
limited, it is suggested that you place your order in 
advance. 

This is the first authentic and comprehensive study 
of the philately of this fascinating country to be pub­
lished in the United States. 

The Other Handbooks: 

The Postage Stamps of 

NEPAL 

Cumulative 

INDEX 

46 Pages 60 Illustrations 

Vols. 1 Thru 30 ( 1922-1951) 

of the 

PRICE $1.50 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 

The Collectors Club 
22 East 3 5 Street 

New York 16, N. Y. 

PRICE $1 .00 



' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' I 

$.lzaAon. 
Although this announcement is written in early June, with three 
months to pass before the New Season commences, H. R. Harmer, 
Inc. are already able to announce a fine group of properties on which 
instructions have been received for sale in Fall auctions. 

I 

I 

British Commonwealth of Nations 

" 
I 

formed by a deceased British philatelist and offered by order of the overseas beneficiary. 
A truly outstanding collection containing many of the important items from such famous col­
lections as "Arthur H ind," "Michael Stephens," uH. P. Manus,'' .. Mayfair Find" and other 
big properties sold in the London market. Many items included have never been offered t hrough 
auction in the United States. 

Cataloguing over $200,000, five sessions will be necessary to disperse this 1reat 
collection. 

The "Jules Wacht" Collection of Air Post Stamps on Covers 
Chiefly sets, used wherever pos1ible on first-flight covers and particularly strong in the elusive 
Italy and Colonies group. 

Two British Commonwealth Collections 
One, strong in British North America, by order of a beneficiary from South Africa. 

The other by order of Mr. Ralph Foote of Florida. 

"Capt. Lawrence lmpey" Collection of Hong Kong Postmarks 
By order of the Executor. 

Two Important United States Collections 
One by order of L. K. Mulford of Reno, Nevada. 

Several General CoHections 
Etc., Etc. 

So, if you are considering selling, bear in mind that H. R. Harmer, Inc. gives 
ti an extraordinary service at ordinary commission levels. f 

ti Enjoy the unique choice of selling through any of the three H. R. Harmer 
Houses of New York, London or Sydney (Australia) at no additional cost. 

" 
" 
" 
" 

Enjoy the bidding and buying by collectors in the sterling area, normally 
closed to the American seller but available through an elabor ate barter system 
to H . R. Harmer vendors. 

Enjoy the advantage of accurate describing with resultant exceptional mail­
bidding from all parts of the free W orld. 

" 
Enjoy the advantage of your stamps being presented in attractive catalogues 
and offered in the finest philatelic auction rooms in the United States. 

" 
" 

• • • • • • • • 

" 
" 

" 

" 
ALL THIS AT NORMAL PRE-WAR COMMISSION LEVELS. 

Sell through H. R. Harmer, Inc. and be sure of satisfaction. • 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

D. R. Harmer~ In~. 
International Stamp Auctioneers 

32 EAST 57TH STREET, NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 
PLa:a:a 3 - 6481 

W e will be p leased to send you free "Modern Methods of P hilatelic Auctioneering ,'' an a ttractive 
booklet explaining how a collection is broken down and lotted, det ailine free insurance, free 
appraisa ls in even t of sale, etc., etc. 

• • • • • • • 




