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SARAH HOSMON HOSPITAL
AMIRICAN MISSION, BOX 12

e BHARIAH,. TRUCIAL STATES................
ARABIAN GULF
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OR SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL.

The ‘APSLEY' Air Letter
A John Dickinson Product
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ublished originally in Scott's Monthly Stamp Journal Fehruary 1962 and contributed to The Arab Collector

by Khalid Dmaira

Introduction

0f all the stamp printing plants in the world which | have had a chance to visit
and inspect, that of the Egyptian Postal Administration is the only one which
| have seen that has a complete staff of artists whose sole job is concerned
with the creation of art work to be used for postage stamps. This accounts
for what | regard as the consistently high quality of modern Egyptian stamps.
Ever since the Egyptians began producing their own stamps, in 1925, they
realized that much finer work might be turned out if their artists had the
necessary know-how.
So while they engaged such artists as were then available, they made a defi-
nite effort to train art-school graduates in the particular techniques of stamp
designing. It is true that Egypt printed her own stamps before 1925. But these
were non-pictorials for the Egyptian Expeditionary Forces in Palestine (Scott
#1-2) and for the Hedjaz (Scott #1-31; |I-3), whose designs required only
the normal Arabic art form.

King And Philatelist

King Fuad | was an ardent philatelist so it is not surprising that he exercised
his royal influence to persuade -

postal officials to turn from the
prosaic styles used since 1866,
and stress the artistic and pic-

torial.

Accordingly, the Survey Depart-
ment of Egypt, in Giza, began
adding a stamp designing staff to
its Reproduction Section. A stamp
designer must be an artist. But
it requires much more than tak-
ing a trained master and telling
him to design stamps — although
some governments, including the =3
.
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United States, do this. Just because a man can turn out a painting that can

meet salon qualifications, or an air-brush job than can meet advertising art

standards does not mean he can make an original which will reproduce as a
fine stamp.

That is where Egypt stole the march on many nations and security printing
organizations. It took young men who had demonstrated their talents in gen-
eral art and trained them specifically for stamp work. They were familiarized
with the peculiar limitations and advantages of rotogravure and lithography,
the two-printing media available in Egypt. Armed with this technical knowledge,
they now were able to make an original art work must be made specifically
for the particular printing method. A drawing may be perfect in itself and can
be adapted to intaglio engraving, yet result in a poor rotogravure product, or
vice-versa.
Recently, when the Survey Departments work became so heavy that it no
longer could satisfactorily take care of postal needs, the Postal Administration
erected its own modern plant in the outskirts of Abassia, a suburb of Cairo
now called Nasser City.
To it came the artists who had previously worked on rotogravure jobs at the
Survey Department. And now, that this plant has a multi-million-dollar battery
of WIFAG equipment, which can print intaglio as well as rotogravure stamps,
the Postal Administration has begun the training of artists (in Egypt and in
Europe) so that when the technical staff is ready to add intaglio to its output,
they will have artists qualified to design intaglio stamps as well.

The Present Staff of Artists

The following art staff members of the Egyptian Post Office Security Printing
Plant are responsible for past issues:

Mohammed Anwar Amen,

was graduated from the Applied Arts College in 1937, and the High Institute of

Art, in 1939. He went to England in 1956, to study techniques there. He has
worked on many regular issues and a few commemorative stamps.

cupell (niidoll
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Ramzy Labib,
49 years old, obtained his diploma in the painting section of the Fine Arts Col-

lege, in 1934, and since has been in Italy to study the techniques of Milan and
Rome. Among his stamps are the Shepheard’s Hotel commemorative (#398); the
Suez Canal Nationalization (#386); the musician Sayed Darwish (UA.R. #23);
the Cairo Stadium (UA.R. #81); the Post Day design (UAR. #63); and Irag’s
commemoratlve for the poet Maaroof Al-Rasafi. Mohammed
TR

i

Ramzy Labib
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Abd el Motaal Mohammed Ibrahim has diplomas from the Applied Arts College,

the Decorative School and other noted art centers of Egypt. He excels in Arabic
lettering and decoration. His stamp designs include: The Union Day stamp of
1960, the Afro-Asian commemorative, the Salah el Din Castle, the 45 and 100

millieme of the regular set, the Industrial Misr and the Liberty medal.
T R ;

Abd el Motaal Mohammed Ibrahim
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Abbas Farray el Sheikh
is another Applied Arts College and High Institute of Arts graduate. He has

made the designs for the football and basketball stamps; the fencing, the riding
and weight lifting stamps of the Tourists set; the United Nations stamps and
the Port Said commemorative.

Abbas el Sheikh
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Mohammed Badr Mohammed Bahgat's main work is the exquisite fiscal stamp,
Egypt’s first which still is in use. He also is responsible for the third anniversary
of the Arab Union, plus details of many others.

Anwar Hamdy Mohammed Hamdy, is one of the younger artists, being but twen-
ty-eight years old. While some of his designs have been used, he is presently
engaged in studying techniques for work on future intaglio issues.

Salah Kamel, another well trained graduate of several Egyptian art academies,
among whose work is the New National Assembly commemorative, and some
of the regular service stamps.

Adel Hosny, one of the more recent staff members who has been specially
trained for stamp work. His first, so far is the Agricultural and Industrial Ex-
position stamp of 1961 (No. 87). “E;
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