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The Various Expresses of the 
Various Tracys 

By ERNES'l' A. WILTSEE. 

T HESE Expresses have caused much confusion in recent articles concern­
ing same, through stories written without documentary facts, and with­
out first hand knowledge of the country in which they operated. To 

once and for all set forth the actual history of the two 'fracys and their Ex­
presses, and to controvert the glaring errors previously written, this article 
has been undertaken. 'l'h e true facts will be establish ed throughout by the 
actual existing evidence which clearly portrays the true situation, and which 
has always existed, had trouble been ta ken to find it. 

There were two Tracys in the Express business in California in the early 
50 's and on into the 60 's. 'l'hey are reputed to have been brothers. The elder 
was E. W. Tracy, who was from the start pre-eminent in every way, both as to 
position, executive station and the r esults achieved. 'fhe younger was Theodore 
F. Tracy, whose positions in the Express business were greatly inferior to his 
brother's and who never was prominent, or pre-eminently successful, although a 
man of integrity and of recognized worth in the small community in which he 
lived. 

The earliest notice discovered concerning either, is an editorial note, July 8, 
1854, of the usual kind stating that ''Mr. Tracy of Adams Express furnished us 
with Atlantic papers two hours ahead of others". This was Theo. 1'""'. Tracy who, 
at that time was a subordinate to R. G. Noyes in the Placerville office of Adams 
Express. After the failure of Adams Express in February 1855, the employees 
of that company organized and formed the Pacific Express Company, of which 
R. G. Noyes became president, and which shortly operated statewide, and became 
the leading competitor of W ells Fargo and Company. Mr. Noyes left the 
Placerville office; and this advanced Th eo. F. 'fracy to the position of agent 
for the new Express at Placerville. 

The complete and lengthy organization notice of the Pacific Express appears 
in the Placerville "Mountain Democrat" on July 21, 1855. It is not necessary 
to quote it here. There were five trustees of this newly organized Express, 
namely: Joseph C. Palmer, Charles C. Bowman, J. P. Haven, R. G. Noyes, 
president, and E. W. Tracy, resident at San Francisco. At this point E. W. 
Tracy was a large owner and trustee in the Pacific Express, while Theo. F. 
Tracy was the Placerville agent. 

But before this, and only a few days after the failure of Adams and Co's 
Express, E.W. 'fracy plays a more prominent part in the picture. He organized 
(123) 
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the first of the Tracy Expresses, namely "E. \V. Tracy and Company's Ex­
press" from San Francisco to Shasta, and thence to Weaverville in Trinity 
County, to Yreka in Siskiyou County and to Jacksonville in Oregon. He 
apparently organized it without great financial backing, but with the support 
of many of the substantial business firms of San Francisco. His advertisement 
follows: 

" (Daily Alta California, March 7, 18 5 5) 

E. W . TRACY & CO.'S 

EXPRESS 

TO SHASTA, WEAVER, YREKA, JACKSONVILLE, 

And all intermediate places, 

Connecting with the 
PACIFIC EXPRESS COMPANY 

To The 

ATLANTIC STATES AND EUROPE. 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF ACCOMMODATING the business community, the under­
signed commenced on Wednesday, Feb. 28th , to travel from 

SHASTAS TO SAN FRANCISCO 

Carrying 

MONEY, LETTERS, PACKAGES AND VALUABLES 

And attendin g to all matters of 

EXPRESS BUSINESS. 

The Express will be dispatched r egularly , as h eretofore, in char ge of careful 
m essengers, and the whole business will be under the direct management of E. W. 
TRACY. We have no security to offer except business capacity, and for that refer 
to the annexed card , signed by the business men of Shasta:" 

This advertisement only ran from the 7th to the 17th of March, 1855. And, 
as shortly after as above stated, he became trustee of the Pacific Express, it can 
be reasonably inferred, although I did not find the direct statement, that his 
express was immediately included in the Pacific Express, which by July 18th 
was duly organized, and which arose from the ruins of Adams and Company's 
Express. The fact that he became one of the five Pacific Express trustees also 
seems to warrant this conclusion. No franks of this Express are known to the 
author. 

At this juncture there appears in the Placerville paper an announcement 
which is of such import in the Express business that it is felt desirable to include 
it here. On the 18th August 1855, both the Pacific Express and Wells Fargo 
advertised to sell stamped franked envelopes to the public to be used over their 
routes in California, and to the east at a moderate price. Wells Fargo's charge 
was $12.50 per hundred, or the proverbial ''bit'' a letter; while Pacific, already 
under-cutting them in an endeavor to get business, charged $10. per hundred. 
Each concern charged 20 cents for franked envelopes to the east. 

The long reign of high charges for carrying letters was now over. As this 
announcement established an epoch in the Express business, when from now on 
letters were carried for a small fee in the franked envelope of the company, 
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and bearinf! the United States postage stamp, its importance cannot be under­
rated. 'I'he advertisement follow>;: 

Placerville "Mountain Democrat," Aug. 18 , 1855. 

THIS WEEKS ADVS. 

PACll<' IC EXPRESS COMPANY. 

Reduction of Letter Rates. 

ON and after this date the Pacific Express Company will carry letters over all 
their routes in California, for TEN CENTS. Letters taken to the Atlantic States for 
Twenty Cents, including th e Government envelope . 

Placerville, Aug. 18. THEO. F. '!'RACY, Agent. 

WELJ,S, FARGO & CO.'S EXPRESS. 

LETTER NOTICE.-We will furnish Government 3 cent Envelopes, with our 
"Frank" upon them, at the rate of $12.50 per Hundred, which will carry Single Let­
ters enclosed therein over any of our California or Coast Routes, free of charge. 

The 10 Cent Government Envelopes, with our "Frank," will be furnished at 
$20 1>er Hwulred, which will carry Single L e tters enclosed therein, free of further 
charge ,through our Atlantic Express. 

Letters not covered by these Enve lopes will be charged at old rates. 
P . S. Our office at this place will be open on the Sabbath, on and after this 

date, and r e main so until closed by Statute Law. 
WELLS, FARGO & CO. 

Plaserville, Aug. 18. Alex. Hunter, Agent. 

It is a fact that this procedure of both companies is usually assigned to a 
date about six months later; but the facts are as now shown. 

'I'heo. F. Tracy continued as agent of the Pacific Express at Placerville, 
until .Alexander Hunter who bad sold Hunter and Company's Express to Wells 
Fargo and Company on July 1, 1854, and who bad afterward remained as agent 
at Placerville, resigned as agent and took the agency of the Pacific Express. But 
this only lasted a short time and we find 'l'heo. F. Tracy again agent of the 
Pacific at Placerville until the dissolution of this company which apparently 
occurred in .April 1857. 

However, Theo. F . 'I'racy started a new Express company in June 1857 and 
we have tbe second of the various Tracy Expresses. 

E . W. Tracy had now become agent at Placerville of Wells Fargo and 
Company. The Pacific Express had dissolved. But 'I'heodore Tracy thought he 
saw another outlet; and on June 20 he organized a short-lived Express company 
in which he was proprietor, messenger, and did all the work. It ran between 
Placerville and over the Sierra to the sleepy Mormon settlement at Genoa, 
Nevada. It was called 'I'racy 's Carson Valley Express. The advertisement 
follows: 

(Placerville Mountain Memocrat June 28, 1857) 

TRACYS 

CARSON VALLEY EXPRESS! 

Connecting with Wells Fargo at Placerville , leave Plaserville three times a week for 
Carson Valley, via 

TO GENOA, or Mormon Station 

Sportsman Hall 
Brockliss' Bridge 
Silver Creek 
Lake Valley 
Hope Valley 
Cary's Mill 



126 COLLECTORS CLUB PHIL ATEL IST 
Col. J. B. Crandall having established a tri-weekly line of Stages from Placer­
ville to Carson Valley, and the und ersigned having the exclusive privilege of run­
ning an express on the same, can offer un equaled advantages for the transportation 
of Express matter over this route. 

E. W. Tracy, Agent at Placerville 
Smith & Ormsby, Agents at Genoa 

T. F. TRACY. 

But th e route was ill chosen, although he connected at Placerville with 
Wells Fargo and Company, of which prosperous concern his brother E. Vv. 
Tracy was now agent. I1eaving Placerville the route immediately left the 
mining region wher e gold was produced, climbed the bleak Sierra, and over to 
the little slumbering Mormon settlement of Genoa, where there was no gold 
produced, and without which no early day Express company could expect to 
live. There was no mining at all in Nevada at this date. It was regarded 
solely as a desert by th e weary immigrants struggling west at that period. 
Several poverty stricken Placer miners were eking out a scanty existence in the 
gulch below the future Gold Hill and Virginia City. The Comstock Lode had 
not yet been struck, and 'l'heodore F. 'J'racy 's Express quickly died a natural 
death. Had he waited a year or two gr eat success might have been his. This 
was the second of the so-called Tracy Expresses and a very minor one at that. 

It is hardly believable that Th eodore F. Tracy 's Express could have had a 
frank. But it did. 'l'h e following rare item from l\Ir. fo chtenstein 's collection 
is proof of that fact. It is one of the rarest franks known , and the writer knows 
of no other copy. In fact it is th e belief of the author that every early day 
Express company, no matter hovv small, unimportant or short lived, possessed a 
frank, whether posterity has succeeded in obtaining a single item or not. 

Nothing is heard of 'l'. F. 'l'racy's Carson Valley Express after th e summer 
of 1857. 

Coll et•tion of .A .• ) 1'. T.ichte n stein . 

The third of the Tracy Expresses was even more insignificant. Evidently 
not disturbed by the ill success of his Carson Valley Express in the summer of 
1857, in the late Spring of 1858 Th eo. F. Tracy tried again, and this time he 
stayed nearer at home. In conjunction with .J. ,J. Spear of Georgetown be 
formed an Express Co. to oper a te on the short route between Placerville and 
Georgetown in El Dorado County a distance of only about ] 5 miles. At George­
town his Express connected with the small Pioneer Express, whose prefix of 
''Great'' was certainly a misnomer, and which ran to some small camps above 



COLLECTORS CLUB PHILA 'J-'EL IST 127 
Georgetown between the middle and North Forks of the .American River. No · 
more glorious assor tment of pioneer mining camp names exists than in the 
Pioneer Express, for Volcanoville, Last Chance, Ground Hog's Glory, Mount 
Gregory, H ell 's Delight and Bogus Thunder, have little chance of ever being 
equalled. 

Tracy and Spears Express was so small an affair that no formal handstamp 
was ever fabricated, tbe name being written in a stiff hand over a '' P .AID'' 
handstamp in brown color. .And the venture seems again to have been a short 
lived one, for in the succeeding summer the same route was occupied by W. T. 
Gibbs Express which in turn does not seem to have outlived the year. The 
franks of Tracy and Spears Express, the Pioneer Express, and W. T. Gibbs 
Express are among the rarest of all early California handstamped Franks. 
The advertisement of the third socalled 'rracy Express follows, together with 
its frank: 

(Placerville " Mountain Democrat" May 15, 1 858) 

TRACY & SPEARS 
EXPRESS 

Placerville to Geor getown via K elsey and Spanish Flat. Connecting at Georgetown 
with the GREAT PIONEER EXPRESS For Volcanoville, Last Chance, Ground Hog's 
Glory, Mount Gregory, H ell 's Delight, Bogus Thunder , 

F. McMannis-Agen t 
J . Loevi " 

K elsey 
Spanish Flat 

Office at Placerville and Georgetown with W ells Fargo & Co. 

Packages, Treasure a nd L ett ers forwarded to any of the above named places. 

All communications, collections, or orders entrusted to our care will r eceive "EX­
PRESS" attention. 

J . J. Spear J r. 
Georgetown 

Coll ection of E. A. 'Viltsee. 

Theo F . Tracy 
Placerville 

"'l,racy and S1>ear" in l\lanuscr·ipt, '''ith "PAID" in bro'1'n sta1upetl over. 

It is unnecessary to state that there is not the slightest connection between 
the first three Tracy Expresses. No. 1, was E. W. Tracy's Express absorbed 
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into the Pacific Express. No. 2 was a private venture of Theo. F. Tracy's 
from Placerville to Genoa, No. 3 was Tracy & Spears (Theo. F. Tracy & J. J. 
Spear) from Georgetown to Placerville, and Nos. 4 and 5 were E. W. Tracy's 
"Oregon Express," Portland to Jacksonville, Oregon, and E. W. Tracy's Tracy 
& Co. 's Express, Portland to Dallas, John Day, Nez Perces, Salmon River and 
Boise Express-In 4 & 5 Theo. F. Tracy had no interest. 

From this time on Theodore F. Tracy remained in the little town of 
Placerville as Wells Fargo's agent, after his brother left for Oregon as we 
shall shortly record. We find Tracy there in 1865, and as late as 1867. Shortly 
after that, the Southern Pacific Railroad was completed over the mountains in 
1869, and Placerville, which had been the eastern headquarters of Wells Fargo 
and Company's great pioneer stage line from Placerville to St. Joe, Missouri, 
sunk into quietude when the huge overland stage and freight operations of that 
company went out of existence upon the completion of the Central Pacific and 
Union Pacific Railroads. Theo. F. Tracy did not follow his brother to Portland, 
Oregon, the metropolis of the north, nor did he have any connection with his 
brother's Express or assaying ventures there, both of which became so extensive 
and so profitable to E. W. Tracy. As far as any initiative in the Express 
business is concerned, Theo. Tracy retired with the small ''Tracy and Spear'' 
Express in 1858. It was his last venture. When he left the employ of Wells 
Fargo he went into the United States Postal Service, and was in their employ 
when he died in 1879. 

E. W. Tracy had continued as Wells Fargo's agent at Placerville. But in 
1859 he ventured into a new field and wider undertakings. He left California 
for good, and on July 8, 1859, arrived at Portland, Oregon, as agent for Wells 
Fargo and Company. He had gone north with his family and belongings; for 
the notice of passengers includes: 

"E. W. Tracy, lady, servant, and two children." 

He had left California now fairly well organized as to Express facilities, 
and its mining area well known. He came to the great unknown north, just in 
time to become one of the prominent factors in the rapid expansion of the 
mining world which began as usual, by the discovery of gold placers, and led 
on and on until the great mining and smelting industry of the west was estab­
lished. And in this early development, E. W. Tracy played a full part. 

He came as agent of Wells Fargo and Company in Portland. But at once 
his active mind saw another opportunity, another outlet which he at once 
grasped. For as early as July 30, 1859, we find him operating Tracy and 
Company's Oregon Express from Portland south thru the rich valley to 
Jacksonville in Jackson County, which camp was the northern end of the gold 
belt. This was the fourth of the Tracy Expresses and his advertisement follows: 

"(PORTLAND MORNING OREGONIAN, April 26, 1862) 

TRACY'S EXPRESS 

E. W. Tracy will continue the Express from Portland to Jacksonville, with the fol­
lowing officers and agents: 

OREGON CITY .. ..... ... .. . Charman & Warner .............. Agents 
BUTTEVILLE .............. F. A. Mathieu . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 
DAYTON . . . . .............. Williams & Lippencott .......... . 
LAFAYETTE . . ...... ...... M. Wolfe . .................... . 
SALEM . . . . ........ ....... Bell & Brown ...... .. .•........ 
ALBANY . . . . .............. J. Conner . . . . ..... .... ....... . 
CORVALLIS ...... ......... E. Fox . . . . .................. . 
EUGENE ............... .... H . M. Ellsworth ............... . 
OAKLAND . . . . ...... . .... . Lord, Peters & Co. . ............ . 
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ROSEBURG . . . . ........... A. R. Flint ..................... Agents 
CANYONVILLE ............ Sideman, Wollenberg & Co. . . . . . . . " 
JACKSONVILLE ........... C. C. Beckman ................ . 

E. W . T racy. 
Mar. 31" 

These were the towns covered by Tracy's Oregon Express, nor did it ever 
include any others. It never- extended into California. 

It is probable that 'l'racy bought out Nichols and Company's Express which 
had the same Portland to Jacksonville run in 1858, and which was then connect­
ing with Freeman and Company, Wells Fargo and Company's rival, to San 
Francisco by ·water and to the Atlantic states, and with the Alta Express 
throughout California. 

At Jacksonville Tracy connected with Beekman's Express from Jackson­
ville to Yreka. A recent article states that Tracy and Company's Express ran 
from Crescent City, California, to the Dalles in Oregon. This is absurd. Tracy 
and Company never ran to Crescent City. No Express could run from Jack­
sonville to Crescent City because the wagon road from Jacksonville ended at 
Waldo, on account of the rugged Coast Range and the stiff canyon of Smith 
River. Nothing but a horse trail led from Waldo to Crescent City until the 
80 's. Small struggling bi-weekly Expresses ran from Jacksonville as far as 
Waldo (formerly Sailor Diggings) during the 60's: Among these were Valen­
tine's Josephine County Express, Landis' Express ( 1864-5) followed by Logan 
and Thompson's Express. Tracy's Express was a link in the overland chain, 
from Portland to San Francisco. It always connected at Jacksonville, Oregon 
with Beekman 's Express which in turn connected with the various Expresses 
at Yreka, and these connected for San Francisco with Wells Fargo and Company 
at Shasta. The frank of Tracy and Company's Oregon Express is given below: 

Collection of E. A. ' Vlltsee. 

lnse ri11tfon in 3 l ines - "Pnid-Trncy & Co-Oreg;on Exuress"-Di8 11ln y ed in Banner. 
Color, BROWN. A ll other f rnnks of thi s e x 1•ress kno ,,·n to th e ,,·rite r nre 

t>rlntl'd In BLACR . 

Tracy's active business mind soon saw another outlet for industry. After 
the disastrous :F'raser River excitement in 1857-8, when so many Californian 
miners lost their lives and money in an abor tive attempt to find placer mines 
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on the Fraser River in British Columbia, where placer gold in paying quantities 
did not exist, the more venturesome souls pushed their way eastward across the 
Sierra in what was known as the John Day Country in eastern Oregon, thence to 
Powder and Burnt Rivers and ultimately to the Nez Perce and Salmon River 
countries in Idaho, and further south to the great Boise River basin in central 
Idaho, which boasted four or five camps. And after that further east into 
Montana to Bannack, and even to Virginia City and "Last Chance", now 
Helena, the capital of the state. Gold dust from all these camps had to come 
pouring into Portland in exchange for supplies and provisions for the store­
keepers who had purchased it from the miners. We do not know on what exact 
date E.W. Tracy started his" Assay Office", which was in reality a purchasing 
agency for gold dust, but we do know that on October 16, 1861, a letter appeared 
in the "Oregonian" criticising the results obtained by sellers of gold dust to 
Tracy whose assayer was a Mr. AgTell. Tracy soon remedied that situation 
for on May 22, 1862, Tracy and King opened an assay office opposite Wells 
Fargo's office: 

(PORTLAND MORNING OREGONIAN. May 22, 1862.) 

ASSAY OFFICE 

TRACY & KING, 

Assayers, 

Portland, Oregon. 

E. W. Tracy ........................... .. ............ Mark A. King 

We refer by permission to 

Late Assistant Assayer in the 
United States Mint, 
San Francisco. 

Robt. J. Stevens, 
Superintendent U . S. Mint, San Francisco. 

Conrad Wiegland , 
Assayer, U. S. Mint, San Francisco. 

Walter S. Denio, 
Melter and Refiner, U. S. Mint, San Francisco." 

Tracy had played a trump card by associating with him Mark King, 
formerly an assistant assayer at the San Francisco Mint, and in consequence 
the confidence of the miners was restored, and they did a large business. 

And now comes the fifth and last of the Tracy Expresses. We do not know 
exactly when he installed his "Tracy and Company's Express", with its lines 
pushing out thru the Dalles and \Valla Walla, first to the John Day country, 
and later further east to the camps in Idaho and ultimately in Montana. We 
do know from notices in the ''Oregonian'' that this Express, known as ''Tracy 
and Company's Express" in contra distinction to "Tracy and Company's 
Oregon Express", ran up the Columbia River on steamers as far as the Dalles 
and Umatilla, and thru Walla Walla, and was operating as early as February 
1860. All through 1861 it was bringing down large shipments of gold dust from 
the Nez Perce Mines. On January 30, 1862, he was running to the Dalles, 
Walla Walla, Nez Per('.e and Salmon River. On June 27, 1863, he was extending 
to Placerville in the Boise Basin. His advertisements follow : · 
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PORTLAND MORNING OREGONIAN, Jan. 30, 1862. 

NEW TODAY 

TRACY & CO.'S EXPRESS 

Will leave for 

DALLES, WALLA WALLA, NEZ PERCES 

-and-

SALMON RIVER 

On Saturday, Feb. 1st. at 6 A. M. 

Portland Morning Oregonian, Aug. 10, 1863. 

TRACY & CO.'S EXPRESS 

from 

Portland to all Points in Boise Mines 

Will leave the office of Tracy & King 

EVERY MONDAY MORNING 

Letters by U. S. Mail , directed to the care of Tracy & Co., Portland, will be for­
warded promptly. 

TRACY & CO. 
Ag. 8. 

A.s a result of these extended northern lines in the new and booming Placer 
camps, he did a large business in the purchase of gold dust, which was the 
lucrative and certain portion of the business, and also in assaying. We note 
from the ''Oregonian'' of 1863, that the following amounts of gold dust had 
been r eceived and purchased : 

By W ells Fargo and Co. Portland from June 11 to October 
186 3 ............... ... ........... .... $868,770.48 

By Tracy and King, Portland, fro m May 1 to November l, 
1863 .... ... .......... .... ......... ... $959,046.17 

In other words Tracy was Expressing from the northern mines and ''assay­
ing" almost as much gold dust as the gTeat Express Company. Surely a r ecord 
to be proud of and which was extr emely profitable. We know from outside 
sources that Tracy and King made a fortune from this business. 

On March 31, 1862, '!'racy and his two partners dissolved ownership in the 
Oregon Express. Evidently '!'racy bought them out and continued alone. It is 
from this public notice that we know that Theodore F. Tracy was in no way 
associated with E. vV. in his Oregon ventures. His two retiring partners were 
E. Norton and E. L. James. 

In 1863 Indian troubles and highwaymen caused great annoyance and loss 
to the Northern Expresses running from Portland via Walla Walla to the 
Boise Mines and the Nez P erce country. It is for this reason that we see the 
heavy charges for the delivery of letters to these regions, both by Tracy and 
Company and vVells Fargo, running from fifty cents to $1.50 per letter. But 
these saine troubles had a most depressing effect on the Express business, due 
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to the heavy losses of gold dust entailed. There were continued demands ·for 
troops to protect the Express cumpanies and travelers in general. But they do 
not seem to have been immediately complied with. Consequently on l\Iay 17, 
1863, we note from letters in the ''Oregonian'' that "\Vells Fargo and Company 
closed up their offices at Auburn and Boise. But others rushed in where angels 
feared to tread. Possibly because he was confident of better organization from 
personal supervision, Tracy and Company's Express on June 27, 1863, extended 
its lines to the far away but exceedingly rich Boise Bay Basin district in Idaho. 
Also immediately we find that the other northern expresses started in this busi­
ness and whose frank; are so exceedingly rare. For we note that Mossman and 
Company, who had advertised F ebruary 20, 1862, to run from vValla Walla to 
Salmon River , also ran to the Nez P er ce country, Powder and Salmon Rivers . 
And Rockfellow and Company's Express, connecting at Walla vValla with Wells 
Fargo and Company ran weekly to the Boise Mines and beyond, their route on 
September 16, 1863, running to Auburn, Placerville, Centerville, Hog 'em and 
Bannack. Also on May 24, 1863, I sh and Company ran from Umatilla to 
P lacerville (Boise Basin ) and on April 26 from Wall a Walla to Boise. 'l'racys 
Salmon River frank follows : 

Colle ction o f J~ . ;-\. ' V ilts t>- e . 

Bluek Oil 1860 . lllue c aneellat ion "'''l 'rncy .. ~ co·s E:x tJress-,V aIJ a ' Valla/' 

But in November, 1863, Wells Fargo evidently decided to enter this rich 
but far away fi eld, for on the fourth instant we find that Tracy and Company 
sold their northern Expresses to Wells l•~argo for what the newspapers com­
mented upon as a large sum. Also Wells Fargo and Company purchased 
Rockfellow and Company's lines at the same time, and probably also Mossman 
and Company, although no notice is found. It is on account of th e short life 
of these Expresses that their franks are of such rarity. 

No notice is found of the sale of 'l'racy and Company's Oregon Express, 
and it probably continued operating unti l a later date. We know that his 
profitable assaying business continued with King until May 13, 1865, when a 
notice appears that they had dissolved, and that E. W . Tracy was continuing 
the business alone. 

It was on account of Indian troubles and bandits that these high prices for 
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letters carried appear on all Expresses to the John Day, Salmon River and 
Boise Mines. California placer miners ever r estlessly pushing on into these 
unknown r egions in the hope of findin g richer placers had extended out into 
the John Day country and th en over into Idaho into the Salmon River and 
Boise Basin. Thei r requirements were always the same. 'fhey must have their 
letters, packages and merchandise and in such remote r egions they must be able 
to dispose of their hard earned gold dust . It >vas no easy journey to the United 
States Mint, as it was in Califo rnia from the gold belt to San Francisco. These 
venturesome spirits were thousands of miles away. And it is a curious fact 
that the states of Idaho and l\Iontana were opened by miners working from the 
west eastward, instead of pioneers coming from the east to open up the west. 

Placer miners opened these states by their discovery of transitory surface 
gold gravels. But the inquisitive prospector was always sending in samples of 
quartz from the numerous lode veins to the Portland Assay Office. Eventually, 
as these early Placers wer e exhausted, the discovery and development of the 
quartz veins and lodes were well under way. And in time these western states 
became the great producers of silver , lead and copper that they are to-day. In 
this manner , the individual early gold diggers in r eality created the great mining 
industry of the west, which has produced so many thousands of millions of 
dollars, has added such tremendous amounts of treasure and minerals to our 
country's assets. And it has ultimately provided so many well known mining 
shares on the country's stock exchange. I say most of their early gold mines, 
for to-day flouri -bing gold dredges and vein mines are operating in Idaho, 
Montana, Colorado and Dakota, and doubtless will for years to come. 

So much for the various Tracy Expresses five in number. 'fheodore F . 
'fracy's affairs were insignificant local ones and most transitory in their dura­
tion. E. W . Tracy's first venture outside of his trusteeship in the Pacific 
Express Company was a short lived business. But when he arrived in Portland 
he was on a sure footing and with his early far flung Expresses, south thru 
central Oregon to J acksonville and more particularly thru his northern lines 
thru the Dalles and \Valla W alla , together with his assay office in Portland, 
E. W . Tracy became one of t he great pioneer dPvelopers of the northwest. H e 
amassed a fortune by his ability and his energetic and successful mind. 

FRANKS OF TRACY & CO.'S EXPRESS 

A single oval measuring 23x4 2 mm. with inscription in three lines "TRACY & 
CO'S EXPRESS" with town be low. 1 859 on. 

Collection of A. F . Lichte n stein. 

18ii:J. ac. Red-bntl'.~3-.~n (l<J~)-21k. 
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Black on lS."l:J. 3c red butf--3-5:1-E2-21a. 

Collection of rtobet·t E . C o\\'2111. 

Letter originating on 'Ve li s F:trg;o t.\::. co·io; lin es a t Petalu1u:1. Cul., delivered to Tracy & 
Co.'s ExtJress :1t Portland :.ntl cnrried by the rn to Fort Vancouver. 

January 1860 
Irregular oblong fram e, 25x10 6 111111., with scroll work ornaments at left and 

right. In old English outlined le tte rs "Tracy & Co. 's Express." Below in Roman 
type "PAID" measuring 12 mm. Co lor Black. 

Black: !le red-bu0'--!~-5:t-E2-21µ;. 1. 111. Dated: J:111 'y 1n. lSHO. 

A double lined rectangular frame, 87x23 mm. In old English type " Tracy & 
Co.'s Express ." Below the word "PAID" in Roman type me·asuring 24 mm. Each 
letter is placed in a small ornamental square frame. 
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Coll ecti o n of A. F. Lic11 tt"n stei11. 

185:3: 3c r ecl - b uff--:l-5:i-E2. J,etter cl:ite d A u g·u st 186 0 . 

August 1860 

Double lined ornamental rectangular frame, 23x85 mm. Inscription in old 
English type: "Tracy & Co.'s Express." Below "PAID" in large Roman type, meas­
uring 31 mm. Period after "PAID" and leaf flourishes to left and right. Used at 
PORTLAND. Color Black. 

Col1 ecti o n o f A . F . I~ i chtenstein . 

August 1860 

A second setting. Double line ornamental rectangular frame , 23x85 mm. In­
scription in old English type as above. " PAID" in Roman type measures but 20 mm. 
No period after "PAID." Color Black. 

Colleet ion of A . F. Licl1 ten ste i11. 

Black: 1853, 3c re•l - b u ff- "l-5a- E2- 21- I, i, t . 
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FRANKS OF TRACY & CO. 'S EXPRESS 

Nez Perces Route 
TRACY & CO. in left upp er corner. Below, also in lef t lower corner , in double 

lined rectangu lar frame , 14x51, "NEZ PERCES EXPRESS ," and below "PAID 50 
CENTS." Color Black . 

Il l :1 c k on 18HO. :tc recl -\\·)1ite -:-C-9-75 f. 

ll l:u•k on l~HO. ;{ c: r e d-bu ff-a- U-7He. 

Sarne as last, b u t "PAI D 75 CENTS." Color Black. Sent from P e irce City, 
Shosh on e County, I. T . 

. tt£Z P£RC£S £1PR£SS. 

. PAID 75 CERTS . . 

A rare type. In a do u b le circle the outer of 3 8 mm. and the inner of 21 mm. 
diameter, the inscription: "NEZ PERCES EXPRESS. " Below a nd across the space 
between the two circles in small type : "PAID 50 CENTS." Cancellation "PORT­
LAND." Coloi· B lack. 
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no 
NEZ PERCES EXPRESS 

PAID SO CENTS ------
FRANKS OF TRACY & CO. 'S EXPRESS 

Boise Route 
In left corner " BOISE EXPRESS." an d in small type " Paid 50 Cts." Color 

Black .. Dated June 19, 1 862. 

[ 
I . 

( 

B Ol$E.£XPR£S8. 

185:J. !-le red, " ·J1itc --!l-l5-!)Zz. 
1861. ac l·osc-, bnn:-:~-l t'.-H!-lc, f and 1>. 

PRINTED FRANK OF TRACY & CO. 'S OREGON EXPRESS 

Added to WeUs Fargo & Co. 's F rank No. 10 for Use Over Tracy & Co. 's 
Oregon Lines Into California 

1859 
To the left of the W . F. frank, No. 10, t hree line inscription : " PAID- OVER 

TRACY & CO'S-OREGON EXPRESS." 

B lnck on 3c red-buff~'l-lA~'U. . 
Black on :{c ·red - b uJl:- :3-J!'}n- E2- 21b a n ll i. 
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Same as last, but with: "PAID TRACY & CO'S OREGON EXPRESS" in four 
lines. Used November 1 859. 

Black on 1S5a. :le red---:l- 5:i- E2-201. 
Black on lS.'ia. 3c rec1-1--5:t- E2-21i :ind r. 

°R<>:>c bu..- cs 
C.11.Y"\jOl'Wi\ \e 

OREGON 
v 
I 
I 

\ 
I 

ra. c..\\so'nv·,,,e.. I 
', --·,------- ·.------ ----

:'Y.-ek.. I 
CA L~FORNIAi 

~ 5~a !>i:a Ci-t~ 1 
I 
\ 
I I 

0 R £ G 

JUap sho"'lng route of Tracy 

:ind Company's Oregon Ex­

pre"'s from Portland to Jaek-

s onville, Oregon. 

---------------- ---'------------· 
1'1ap showing route of Tracy nnd Company's Ex11resses from Portland through The Dalles 

to the John Day country in Oregon and Nez Perces country, Salmon River, 
Boise Basin, and Owyhee Mines in Idaho. 
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Canadian Locals 
By H . WARREN K. HALE . 

Robert Wallace McLachlan, Numismatist 

"Get your .facts first, and then cfastort them as you please." 
Mark Twa in. 

H ERE we have th e fragmentary story of a philatelic ·will-o '-the-wisp, 
a private label that po::;sibly was never issued and which, gr anting its 
issuance, cannot qualify as a postage stamp in any of the various 

categories r ecognized by th e most heterodox of collectors. Ghost though it 
was, it attracted a certain amount of attention in the literature of the time, and 
as late as 1923 found its alphabetical niche in Melvill e's collected list of 
phantoms. 

The following item appeared in the S tamp Coll ector's R ecord for May, 1865, 
published and edited by S. Allan Taylor at Albany. 

" HUSSEY'S CITY POST.-A n ew stamp has la t e ly been issued by the w ell 
known Mr. Hussey of New York. The d esig n (which has been copyrighted ) exhibi ts 
the face of a clock (without hands) , the hour and minutes of the d espatch of a 
message is instantly indicated by t wo strokes of t he p en. This is certainly a novel 
idea, a nd exhibits a n undoubted n e w thing in local stamps; th e design is in b lack 
on yell ow g round. " 

I :nMi POSTED 
TIME l'OSTEO 

I .. _ J: 
1 
) D•y 1 

~.,~11.P..·~~~;t. 

Three types of this ''stamp'' a re here illustrated. The circumscription 
around the larger one reads: '' Entered according to Act of Congress, in the 
year 1865, by Geo. Hussey, in the Clerk 's Office of the District Court of the 
United States for the Southern District of New York. '' This phrasing was in 
compliance with, and indicates the practice r equired by, the then existing 
copyright law. On June 1st, 1865, the Stamp Collector's Magazine, of London, 
commented : 

" New specimens of Mr. Hussey's ingenuity have just r each ed us. This gentle­
man's n a m e is well known to the timbrophilic world , a nd h e m ay pe rhaps be desig­
nated the posta l Barnum. W e observe three variations in pattern . Two strokes of 
the pen or pen cil , made by the sender of the m essage, show the recipient how long 
the despa tch h as taken to reach its d estination." 

A month later, in .Tuly, 1865, Taylor followed his first announcement with a 
news item, r eading : 

"CANADA.-A postage stamp somewh at resembling Hussey's h as been issued 
by Robert McLachlan, 143 Bleury St., Montreal. The design exhibits the octagonal 
face of a clock without hands ; the proprietor's address appears in the margin ; lake, 
blue, green and black on white paper." 
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The substance of this notice was copied in the Stamp Collector's Magazine 
for September, 1865. Several years then passed without further discussion or 
notice of the McIJachlan issue till, in December, 1872, Maj. F. W. Wurtele of 
Quebec City, in an editorial on Canadian Locals in the Canadian Philatelist, 
gave McLachlan a brief paragraph, as follows: 

"There are no events of importance connected with the other locals, except that 
the set of stamps issued by R. W. McLachlan, a Montreal dealer, were merely used 
as an advertisement and were not issued for the purpose of deceiving collectors, 
although the Albany dealer we have mentioned got hold of a quantity and sold 
them as postage stamps. They bore the device of a clock without hands and were 
used as wafers, the time the letter was mailed being marked on the face." 

And then be added a foot-note: 

"Since the above was in type, we have received a letter from Mr. McLachlan 
saying that he never issued the stamps in question and had never heard of them 
before we wrote to him for information. The correspondent who gave us the origin 
of the stamps mentioned that he could not be sure whether he had ever seen any of 
Mr. McLachlan 's stamps used , but had often seen similar stamps used by other 
dealers in the manner we have described ." 

In the face of this denial, the allegation of 'I'aylor that McI,achlan was re­
sponsible for this stamp is not convincing, to put it mildly. In the following 
number of the Canawian Philatelist a Montreal collector accused Taylor of the 
manufacture of several of the pseudo Canadian I,ocals, including t he McLachlan 
time-label. 

Now McLachlan knew Taylor, wh en Taylor was in Montreal, and had deal­
ings with him. When 'l'aylor moved to Albany and started the publication of 
his paper there, McLacblan advertised in it continuously until 'I'aylor again 
changed his domicile and moved on to Boston. In fact, the advertisement 
appeared in the first Boston issue of the R ecord, October, 1865, soon after which 
Taylor discontinued taking advertisements of competing dealers. It seems 
strange, therefore, if 'l'aylor did issue the l\1cLachlan label, that McLachlan 
could have escaped having knowledge of it. In any case, McLachlan must have 
had knowledge of 'I'aylor's announcement. 'l'here we must leave the matter. 
No specimen of the label has come to the writer's notice. But the possibility 
admittedly exists that 'I'aylor may have printed this kickshaw and added it to 
his galaxy of stamp imitations. It seems clearly to be indicated that he at least 
intended so to do. One significant fact should be noted, namely, that 'I'aylor, 
subsequent to bis initial announcement, never advertised or mentioned the 
McLachlan label. This was quite contrary to his usual practice. 

I met Mr. McLachlan several times before his death in 1926, at the age of 
eighty-one years. He was for a long time the leading numismatist in Canada 
and was a man of great intelligence and ability. For many years he was handi­
capped with a partial paralysis affecting his speech and he practically never 
conversed with any one except those of his immediate family. H e always had 
had a frail constitution. I did not realize until after his death that he had ever 
been interested in stamps. His widow, who is still living, tells me that as a 
boy and in early life he formed two large collections of stamps, which he 
successively disposed of after keeping them for comparatively short periods. 
In July, 1865, at which date the time-labels bearing his name were reported, 
he was just over twenty years old and lived with his widowed mother at 143 
Bleury Street, Montreal. 

After leaving McGill University, McLachlan entered the prosperous busi­
ness of McLachlan Bros. & Co., importers of fancy goods, with his two brothers. 
This firm became financially involved and McLachlan lost most of his wealth. 
He was not a good business man, being more of the professorial type. 

McLachlan began collecting coins, as he did his stamps, when only a boy, 
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and his collection in the course of years became the largest and most notable in 
Canada, numbering well over ten thousand pieces. The Canadian group was 
the most important, and was the most comprehensive and complete in the 
Dominion. Through all his adversity he retained his collection of coins intact, 
and after bis death they were sold to the Province of Quebec for a comparatively 
modest sum, much less than their value. He bad expressed the desire, before 
his death, that his coins and medals should not be taken outside of Canada. The 
collection is now lodged in the Ramezay Museum in Montreal. His numismatic 
library numbered more than three hundred volumes and two thousand pamph­
lets. 

In 1865, McLachlan was admitted to membership in the Montreal Numis­
matic Society, became treasurer and curator of that society, and later a life 
governor and honorary curator of the ~umismatic and Antiquarian Society of 
Montreal. For a long while, and until bis death, he held the post of curator 
at the Chateau-de-Ramezay Museum. H e was a member of the Numismatic 
Society of London, the American Numismatic and Archaeological Society of 
New York, la S ociete Royal de N1(.mismatiqiie de B elgique and la Societe Suisse 
de Numismatiqne. H e was editor of and contributed many articles to the 
Ca.nadian Antiquarian; also many articles to the American Journal of Numis­
matics and to numerous other periodicals, including the proceedings of the 
Congres I nte?·national de Nitmismatique. Separately he published "Money 
and Medals of Canada under the Old Regime", " Canadian Card Money", 
' ' Canadian Communion 'l'okens'' , ' 'Canadian Temporal Medals, ''Louisbourg 
Medals" and " Notes on the De Ramezay Family ". 

References 
Stamp Collector's Record, Alba ny ; 1865 , July , New Ser ., 7, p. 1. 
Stamp Collector's Magazine, London ; 186 5, Sept., III , p . 1 3 6 . 
Canadian Philatelist, Queb ec; 1 872 , Dec., II-3, p . 17 ; 1 8 73, Jan., II-4, p . 30. 
Montreal Philatelist, Montreal ; 1900, Sept., III-3, p. 27 . 
Phantom Philately, Melville; London, 19 23; p. 135. 
Brief Reviews 
BEITRAGE ZUR POSTSTEMPELKUN­

DE VON SUDWEST-DIE POST IN 
MANDATGEBIET SUDWESTAFRIKA 
UND IIIBE ENTWERTUNGEN-Hans 
Goetze, 

DIE DEUTSCHE POST IN BELGIEN 
1914-1918, K. Zirkenbach, 

BOGENOBERRA.i.~D - UND UNTER-
RANDSAMMLUNGEN DEUTSCHES 
REICH, A. Metzner. 

The above three booklets are reprints 
from the Germania Berichten , official or­
gan of the Germania Ring. The first 
book gives information on Southwest 
African cance llations, accompanied by 
three tables. 

The second one deals with the Ger­
man Post in Belgium during the world 
war, and the third relates to the upper 
and lower margins of stamps pertaining 
to Germany. To be secured through 
Fritz Seifert, Leipzig, Germany. 

DIE POSTSTEMPEL AUF DEN ALTEN 
AUSGABEN NICARAGUAS 1862-
1905, by Eduard Heinze, Publ. Die 
Postmarke, \ Vien. Price RM 1.50. 

An excellent contribution on these 
stamps with many illustrations, comply­
ing with the U. S. r egulations. Essential 
to collectors of this country. 

ENCYCLOPEDIE PHILATELIQUE IL­
LUSTREE. Paul Roulle, 144 Ave. 
Marguerite Renaudin, Clamart, Seine, 
France. 

This work is contained in several book­
le ts, and all r e ferences are made in al­
phabetical order. We are indebted to 
the author for section "Chine to Craw­
ford" in 7 9 pages with several illustra­
tions. Collectors will find this a worth­
while addition to their library. 
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The Royal Jubilee Exhibition of 
British Empire Stamps of 

the Victorian Era 
By H . L . lil N DQUJS'l'. 

A S an appropriate contribution toward th e celebration of the 25th Anni­
versary of the r eign of King George V, the Royal Philatelic Society, 
London assembled a displa y of the issuf's of the Victorian Era that bas 

never before been equaled either in rarity or in the condition of the stamps. As 
every r eader knows, His l\'Iaj esty has long bef'n an active stamp colelctor. H e 
was elected a member of the R oyal in 1893; from 1896 unt il his Accession in 
1910, he served as president of the Society, and since 1910 he ha s been its 
Patron. It was th er efore, especially fitting that this exhibition be very much 
out of th e ordinary and it wa s left to th e in spiration of Sir John Wilson , the 
president, to develop and carry out a plan that is unique in phila telic exhibi­
t ions. 

In accordance with this plan, F ellows and l\'Iembers of the R oyal from every 
quarter of the world wer e requested to contribute th e best items from their col­
lections, and these wer e then as,.embled into a super-collection . In many cases 
a single sheet in a frame might consist of th e pooled stamps of four or five own­
ers, selected by a Committee in charge of th e section, whose sole obj ect was to 
present as far as possible th e finest group of th e particular vari eties being shown 
that it was possible to bring together . Th e work and planning involved in car­
rying out this ambitious proj ect wa s tremendous and Sir J ohn Wilson and bis 
entire Committee are to be congr atulated on th e wonderful success that crown ed 
their efforts. Anoth er unique feature of the exhibition was that the names of 
the owners were not shown in any case, although some 90 collectors con t ributed 
items from their coll ections. 

'I'be Exhibition was held in the club rooms of the Societv at 41 Devonshire 
Place and consisted of 58 frames divided into six sections as ·follows: 

Section I. Great Britain and th e British Colonies in Europe including 
Cyprus, Gibraltar, H eligoland, Ionian I slands and :Malta. 

Section II. B r itish North America including British Columbia and Van­
couver I slan d, Canada, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince E d­
ward Island. 

Section III. British \\Test Indi es including Bahamas, Barbados, Bermuda, 
(British Gui ana ), (British Honduras), Dominica, Montserrat, F alk­
land falands, Grenada, J amaica, Nevis, St. Christoph er , St. Lucia, St. 
Vincent , Tobago, 'l' rinidad, Turks falands and Virgin Islands. 

Section IV. Bri tish Africa including British Bechuanaland, British E ast 
Africa, Cape of Good H ope, Gambia, Gold Coast, L agos, Maur it ius, 
Natal, Niger Coast, Nyasaland, Orange River Colony, Rhodesia, St. 
H elena, Sierra L eone, 'I'ransvaal and Zanzibar. 

Section V. British Asia in cluding Ceylon, Hong Kong, India, Labuan, 
North Borneo, St r aits Settlemen ts, Bangkok, J ohore, Negri Sembilan, 
Pahang, P er ak, Selangor and Sungei Uj ong. 

Section VI. Aust r alasia including Fiji I slands, New South Wales, New 
Zealand, Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania , Victoria and W est­
ern Austr alia. 
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rl1 h e F:unons C:t JH! of Good "Ho1te "\Voodblock: 1~1·ro 1· . 4 tl ' ' c r111ilion iu a hlock of' fo ur 'vi tlt 
t hree COJ) ies of the nor111:tl ltl . The o nl y s u c h blo(•k kno\\·n 011 co-vet·. 
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A fine catalog of 61 pages describing each item on each page was a valuable 
guide to the exhibition and will prove to be an important inventory of the out­
standing items that exist . It is hopeless to attempt to describe the items, when 
every one is an outstanding gem, but we present photos of some of the items 
which are r epresentative of the whole. 

Despite the many demands on his time during th e celebration, His Maj esty 
spent nearly two hours in vi ewing the treasures that had been gathered, in com­
pany with Sir John Wilson and his philatelic secretary, Sir Edward Bacon. 

r 

T h e o rig inal JetteI· front t lu" Post uu1 ste1· -C.e nt~ral in N"e \rf ountll :uul to t h e Po~tn1:1 ster­
Gen e r n l of No, •:t Scot ia :ul,· i !ii iuµ; of t tu~ issunn t•t_• o f t he first i,.;s u e of stan111 s. \\'i t h s:uupl es 

of t h e111 . 
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The Brussels Exhibitions 
By H. L. LINDQUIST. 

T HE Salon International du Timbre, SITEB for short, with its allied com­
petitive exhibiti.on of t? ~ ~tamps of Bel~ium. and the Belgian Con~~' and 
the comprehensive exhibition of the Philatehc Press, opened ausp1c10usly 

with a goodly crowd in attendance on Saturday, l\fay 25, 1935. 
Th e Palais des Beaux-Arts, where the exhibitions were held in Brussels, is 

beautifully adapted for the purpose of a stamp exhibition, having been built 
expressly for art exhibitions. As you enter from the street you pass thr ough a 
long wide hall which was used for the Bourse and every visitor entering or 
leaving could see all of the dealers war es that 'vere offered. This opened on to 
the Grand Hall ·where some of the outstanding exhibits were grouped, including 
the displays of 'l'heodore Champion and some of Alfred Lichtenstein's gems. 
From this Grand Hall suites of rooms lead off in the form of a quadrangle and 
in these rooms the Yarions groups of stamps were mounted in specially construct­
ed frames. 

S h o \\· ing t h e S F •·:11n es 
" ·hi e h con11tri sefl t l1 e U. 
S . ex hibi t of S aul Ne"·­
b ury . of Chi c:tg;o. n.t t l1e 

Siteb l~x h i b it i ou i n 
R ru ssel s . 

The stamps shown in th e Salon were not in competition and all had been 
~ec~red b:y special invitation. Ewry exhibit ·was therefore the most outstanding 
m its. class .and afforded a rare treat to the visitors. Taking them in the order 
mentioned m the catalog, there was first th e fin e collection of Alsace-Lorraine 
owned by Henri Kastler of Paris, followed bv th e wonderful lot of Austrian 
qancellations of Felix. Brunner, Prague. Sicily " ·as well r epresented ,vith selec­
tions from the colle~t10ns of :\i c. Casellini of l\Iilan and V\T. Raineri of Geneva, 
the latter also showmg 'l'uscany, and in Spain th ere -..1•as a fine selection from 
~rmand Ruhl of Brussels, and the wonclerful stud~· of the 6 cuartos black Span­
ish stamp of 1850 of P edro Guerin. 
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At the S iteh, Bruss(~ I,.;. 

(From l e ft to right ) Euge n e Kl e in ; A. W a r oq ui e r s (Antw e rp ); :\I. Pau l (of Th e o d ore 
Champion, Paris); W. D. Moreland, Jr. (C. S. Co n s ul at Antw e 1·p); H. L. Lindquist; 
Serophin Han sse ns (Brusse l s ); F. E. Wilson (Birmingham); L eo n S e r eb r a kian (Brus-

s e ls) ; llrrs. H . L. Lindqui st; i\Tr s. Euge n e Kl e in . 

The stamps of France were well represented by the fin e collection of Eti enne 
Motte-Flipo, supplemented by the studies of th e Bordeaux stamps of Paul Dille­

. mann of Paris. Greece was shown by K. S. Alfieris of Alexandria, and this was 
followed by the general selection of rariti es from th e private collection of Theo­
dore Champion of Paris, which occupied the place of honor in the Grand Hall. 

In Great Britain there was a choice selection from the collection of J. B. 
Seymour of IJOndon ; Hanover and Olden burg was represented by H. vV. Ed­
munds of London; Russian Levan t by P. Mavrogordato; Heligoland by Eugene 
Klein; Latvia by J ean Poulie of .Amsterdam; Tmxemburg by Jacques Diemer of 
Strasbourg and Modena by Harold Wilson of England. 

We were personally especially interested in th e fine collect ion of :\Torway 
shown by Benjamin Goodfellow of England. Holland was shown by Fernand 
Stuyck of Antwerp and by P. J. Maingay of Brussels; Poland by W. de Rach­
manow of Warsaw; Portugal by R. B. Yardley of London, Roumania by Rene 
Poncelet of Brussels; Russia by Sir .John Wilson, president of the Royal Philo,.. 
telic Society, London; Switzerland by J. J enny-Hassif of Switzerland; Czecho­
Slovakia by Leopold Valis; Cape of Good Hope by R. F. A. H,iesco of England ; 
Niger Coast by William W. Forsyth of England and Egypt by Dr. W. Byam of 
London. 

Th e wonderful collection of l\lauritius owned by ou r own Alfred F. Lich­
tenstein was given a place of honor in th e Grand Hall; th en came 'fransvaal by 
D. Bernhard of England; Ceylon by .Anthony de ·w orms of England; China by 
J . A. Agnew of London and by J ames Starr of Philadelphia ; Dutch Indies by 
J. van Nifterik; Portuguese India by R. B. Yardley of London; Western .Aus­
t ralia by D . Bernhard of England; New South W ales by R. Wedmore of Eng­
land; Ne·w Zealand and Tasmania by D . Bernhard; Steamship stamps by Eugene 
Klein of Philadelphia; Entires by V•l". P. Costerus PZN of Holland and a selec­
t ion of Forgeries from H. R. Harmer's wonderful collection. 

Airmail stamps were well represented by Dr. Otto Kallir-Nirenstein of 
Vienna; and by Miss P enn-Gaskell and Mrs. Anson l\'IacClever ty, both of Eng­
land. They attracted considerable attention, in fact there always seemed to be 
more activity in front of these frames th an most of the others, which attests to 
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the growing popularity of Airmail stamps even in a show devoted so largely to 
the Classics. 

The group of most inter est to American collectors included the Canada of 
R. W. J. Jones of England; the magnificent collection of British Columbia and 
Vancouver Islands of Alfred F. Lichtenstein; Confederate States Covers of 
Stephen F. Brown of Glens Falls, ::\I. Y., and the fine and well written up group 
of U. S. Postmasters and Carriers of JJaurence B. Mason. United States stamps, 
general issues, were very adequately represented by a selection of the gems from 
the Saul Newbury collection , including th e only known vertical pair of NY's and 
the 1847, 1851, 1857 and 1861 issues, and a fine lot from the co llection of Sir 
N. Waterhouse. 

Grenada and St. Vincent were shown by Gilbert l.iodge, l\Iexico by Marquis 
de Fayolle, British Guiana, Nevis, New Brunswick, Newfoundland and Peru by 
D. Bernhard of England, whose wonderful exhibits were one of the main attrac­
tions, and the very fin e collection of Venezuela belonging to Hans Lagerloef of 
New York. 

Much of th e success of this exhibition ·was due to th e work of Frank Godden, 
who brought over the English exhibits, and to Eugene Klein, who had charge 
of the American exhibits. Each Exhibitor r eceived a gold medal. 

The Competitive Exhibition of th e Stamps of Belgium and the Belgian 
Congo brought out 90 entries which occupied ten large rooms and these were 
judged by a Jury consisting of Paul de Smith, Chairman; Robert Delapierre, 
Brussels ; Louis Francois and Jacques L e Pileur, Paris ; Fred ,J. Melville, Lon­
don, and Pierre Rotsaert, Brussels. 

W e left before th e awards were announced so quote the fo llowing from a 
r eport by li'red J. 1\Ielville: 

''In Section 1, for specialized collections, th e outstanding exhibit was that 
of M. Andre de Cock, who, be»icles being th e Curator of the Royal Belgian Postal 
Museum, has a magnificent collection of his OvYn. This was presented in 50 vol­
umes, but its r emarkable quality was finely demonstrated in many frames. 
l\L de Cock bas achieved some excellent work in th e r econstruction and study of 
the plates of the Epaulettes and l\Iedallions, but he covers practically the whole 
range of Belgian philately up to modern times and including the telegraph and 

O n e o[ t h e three roo1us in .,,·hh•h the ex hibition of 1•hilnte li c lite ra ture 
" ·;as «liSJtlnyetl at Hru siow l s . 
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telephone stamps. This was by common consent the Grand P1;ix exhibit. Next 
came the well-known but now greatly extended collection of Dr. Alfred Mago­
nette, of Charleroi. Other interesting and important exhibits in this section 
were those of MM. Georges Attout, Aime Garcon and Commandant Leon Red­
ing, while M. Pierre Rotsaert, one of the jury, presented ho1·s c01icours a very 
interesting study of shades, varieties and cancellations. 

"A section for specialized studies attracted many fine exhibits, the best of 
them hors concours, except those of J\I. Etienne . Corbisier de Meaultsart, who 
had two magnificent exhibits at this exhibition , M. Jean Dubois, M. Louis Zur­
strassen, and Dr. J. P. 0 'Connor. 

"Among the Belgian Congo exhibitors, Dr. l\fagonette and Mr. Joseph 
Wright were once again formidable rivaJs, and this time Dr. lVIagonette was 
placed first, although Mr. Wright and lw Yery nea rly tied. In such cases juries 
have the greatest difficulty in awarding the prizes. In this ca e Dr. Magonette 
gets the Exhibition Cup, and Mr. Wright gets the King's Medal. 

"Mr. Harry C. Green, of London, was awarded a silver medal in the Air 
Post section." 

The exhibition devoted to the Philateli c Press brought together a large and 
varied assortment of journals, pamphlets, catalogs and monographs from prac­
tically every country where philatelic literature is published. It was the cul­
mination of man)~ year s effort on th e part of Giulio 'fedeschi of Turin, Italy, 
who has labored faithfully to weld the philatelic press of the world into a strong 
Federation of the International Philatelic Press. The Collectors Club Phila­
telist has been a member of the Federation since its inception and copies of the 
magazine together with bound volumes " ·ere entered in the exhibition. The 
writer also entered S'r AMPS, the Blue Book of Philately and the King-J ohl 
books on the U. S. Po. tage Stamps of the 20th Century. 'l'hese, we believ·e, were 
the only American publications to be entered. 

Taken as a whole the exhibitions were very successful and brought together 
an impressive group of coll ectors. There were numerous social functions and a 
special stamp issued for the occasion will do mnch to perpetuate its memory. 
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The United States 
of the 20th 

Postage Stamps 
Century 

By MAX G. JOHL. 

THE PARCEL POST ISSUE 

An Act of Congress, approved August 24, 1912, making appropriations for 
the Postal Service for the fiscal year 1913, contained th e following interesting 
provisions as to the carrying of Parcel Post and special stamps: 

"That the rate on postage on fourth-class matter weighing not more than four 
ounces shall be one cent for each ounce or fraction of an ounce; and on such matter 
in excess of four ounces in weight shall be by the pound, as hereinafter provided, 
the postage shall in all cases be prepaid by distinctive postage stamps affixed. 

"PARCEL POST EQUIPMENT, 1913- That the Postmaster General shall pro­
vide such special equipment, maps , stamps, directories and printed instructions as 
may be necessary for the administration of this section * * * " 

There bad long been a need for an inexpensive means of sending small 
packages by mail other than by :first-class rates. 'l'h e express company interests 
bad successfully fought such legislative action until 1912 at which time the 
Parcel Post law was passed. This act was of great interest to philatelists as it 
brought with it new designs in both stamps used for prepayment of this service 
and special due stamps to cover insufficient postage. 

Under th e above provision th e Post Office Department instructed the Bureau 
of Engraving and Printing to prepare designs for a set of twelve values, from 
one cent to on e dollar. Th ese were to be in three groups of four stamps each, 
the four lowest values r epresentative of th e working personnel of the Postal 
Service, transportation of the mail on th e next four, and the last group to repre­
sent th e manufacturing and agricultural interests of the country. Designs were 
selected and approved by Postmaster General Hitchcock after an extensive series 
of photographs and sketches had been submitted by Director J . E . Ralph, of 
the Bureau. 'l'he frames and arrangement of the central subj ects were designed 
by C. A. Huston, the Bureau artist. 

The n ew r egulations wer e scheduled to go into effect January 1, 1913, and 
it was hoped that the stamps would be in the hands of the potential user s before 
that date. Th e Bureau of Engraving and Print ing began work on the :first plates 
for thi s series October 11th and had :finished those of th e ten cent denomination 
by November 12th and th e plates ·wer e put to press as soon as completed. De­
signs for some of th e values were not satisfactory to th e Postmaster General, 
which r esulted in a delay in th e issuance of th ese values until some time after 
the first of January. 

'l'he frame design and color was uniform for all values, each denomination 
having a differ en t vignette. The stamps measured lx11h inches between perfo­
r ation lines. In a curved panel across the top, supported by a pan eled perpen­
dicular column at each end, appear the words "U. S. PARCEL POS'l'" in 
Roman capital letter s. Triangular ornaments occupy both upper corner s. The 
denomination in large numerals is in each lower corner, with th e title of the 
subject and the word " CEN'l' " , "CEN'l'S " or " DO LI JAR " between . 
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They were printed from one hundred and eighty subject plates, {10x18). 
These were divided into four panes of 45 ( 5x9) by horizontal and vertical guide 
lines terminated in arrows at the margins. Jn preparing the stamps for Post 
Office distribution the sheets were cut horizontally and vertically along these 
lines and so issued. Plates numbers appeared twice on each pane of 45. Th e 
stamps being· printed in red caused great confusion in Postal clerks, especially 
those at the stamp windows. Because of the color similarity it was necessary 
to examine each denomination to be certain that the correct values were given 
the purchaser. In an effort to help the stamp clerks an inscription of value in 
plain capitals was added to the margin, next to each plate number. 'rhese were 
first added to plates on January 27, 1913. All the plates used for two values 
had this imprint, but in the other values some plate number blocks are available 
only with or without this imprint, and others both with and without the words 
of denomination. 'rhe marg·inal plate number was over the third stamp to the 
right and left of the vertical guide line in the top and under the same stamp 
at the bottom, the imprint being over the second stamp from this same guide 
line. At the sides the plate numbers were next to the fifth stamp from the 
horizontal guide line, with the imprint of denomination at the side of the ad­
joining stamps nearer this center line. 

While the Parcel Post stamps were of appropriate designs and sufficiently 
distinctive to identify at a glance mail to ·which they were affixed as Parcel Post 
matter, objections to them began to develop from the outset. In addition to the 
constant color another objection was that t he size was too large for small parcels 
and labels, particularly when more than one stainp was required for postage. 
The issuing of the stamps in sheets of 45, made necessary by their size, also 
proved troublesome to the Department, to Postmasters and their employees, as 
well as the public, because of the difficulty experienced in counting and com­
puting multiples of 45 as compared with the sheets of 100, to which both Postal 
Service and public are accustomed. 

These objections were met by a suggestion to reduce the size and change 
both designs and color scheme. On March 21, 1913, the Postmaster General 
approved a design for a new Parcel Post Stamp the same size and shape as the 
ordinary stamp, but with the long dimension hori:wntal instead of vertical and 
having a large numeral of denomination in the cen ter in place of the usual 
picture. Th e designs 'were identical but each denomination was to be the same 
color as the ordinary stamps of th e same value. Th e general appearance was 
very similar to the Postage Due stamps. 'rhe numeral in the center upon an 
ornamental lathe work background was enclosed in an eliptical panel which 
contained the words '' U. S. PARC EL POS'l' '' and below the numeral the word 
''CENT'' or ''CENTS.'' 

After twenty plates had been prepared, but before any stamps were printed, 
the Department gave consideration to the question as to whether distinctive 
Parcel Post stamps could not be discontinued. Such r:;tamps had served but one 
useful purpose, that to indicate Parcel Post reYenue. This object, it was held, 
could be accomplished with sufficient accuracy for all practical purposes by 
other means. 'l'he distinctive stamps were an added expense to the Government 
because of additional cost of production , handling and accounting, and had 
proved a source of serious embarrar:;sment and vexation to both the public and 
the Postal Service. These disadvantages far outweig·hed the single advantage 
noted above. It was thought that the ordinary stamp should be sufficiently 
elastic for every postal need covering all classes of ma!l, special delivery, regis­
try, etc. (except postage due. ) 

The Parcel Post law, while providing for the use of distinctive stamps on 
fourth-class mail, also authorized the Postmaster General, with the consent of 
the Interstate Commerce Commission, to reform the conditions of mailability 
for the purpose of promoting the service to the public. Under this latter 
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prov1s10n the Postmaster General, with the approval of the Interstate Com­
mer ce Commission, in Order Ko. 7241, dated June 26, 1913, and effective July 
1, 1913, directed that ordinary postage stamps should be valid for postage, 
insurance and C. 0. D . fees on parcels, and tha t th e distinctive Parcel Post 
stamps should be va lid for all purposes for ·which ordinary stamps are valid. 

It was further order ed that th e issuan ce of these stamps be discontinued 
after existing stocks wer e exhausted and that no additional supplies should be 
printed. Preparatory t o this order th e last printing of Parcel Post stamps 
was June 24th for the ten cent Yalue, others had previously been discontinued. 
The delivery of stamps to Postmasters continued for quite some time as the 
Bureau had a large supply on hand wl1 en th e new r egulations went into effect, 
parti cularly higher values, the seventy-five cent stamps being issued to Post 
Offi ces as late as th e fiscal year ending June 30, 1922. 

The paper nsed for this issue was all watermarked with the then current 
single lin e U S P S. Due to the size of th e stamps more than one letter is found 
on each subj ect. Th ey wer e all perforated on the twelve gauge machine and 
t.here wer e no pa per or perforation varieties. 

# 1450-0ne Cent, Red. Post Office Clerk. Watermarked U S P S, 
Perl. 12. 

Issued Novembe r 27 , 1912. 

This wa one of th e first values to be issued togeth er 'vith the 2, 5 and 25 
cent stamps, th e plates of this va lue having first gone to press on November 12th. 

The vignette r epresents the first step in the distribution of Parcel Post 
packages, that of sorting for different sections of a city or for group distribution 
to other parts of th e country. Jn th e foreground a Post Office clerk stands 
before a verti cal rack of mail bags into which he is to distribute the various 
packages tha t lie before him. The view taken was in the interior of the City 
Post Office at W ashington. 

Plates used fo r this denomination may be divided into three groups, those 
carrying the value imprint, those having only the plate number and those that 
wer e first used without and later had the value imprint added. Plates wer e 
made for the r evised 1913 designs but they wer e never used. This stamp was 
designed by C . .A. Huston for a photograph and engraved by Messrs. M. W . 
Baldwin, J. Eissler and E . M. H all, all of the Bureau . 

Sha des : Carmine rose, carmine. 

Vat'ieties: a: Position b locks. 
1. Top and bottom , right and left split a rrow blocks . 
2. U pper and lower , rig ht and left qu a rte rs , center line blocks. 

b : Plate number blocks . 
1. Plate numbers without imprint of va lue . 
2. Plate numbe r with imprint. 

D oubl e 'l'1·1111sfer 

Pos it i o n l.Tu k non -n. 
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c : Double Transfer. 
A south eastern double showing added lines in "S" and "ST " of U. S. 
"PARCEL POST" in "CENT" in the numerals of value, etc. Position 
unknown, straight edge at left ( Illustrated.) 

Plates u sed: 

a: Without imprint. 
6201-02, 03 , 05, 07, 08, 09, 10 

b : With and without imprint. 
6199 
6200-04, 06 
6330-31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37 

c: With imprint only. 
6377-78 , 88, 93 

Plates not u sed: 

a: 1912 series. 
6375--76, 80, 82, 83, 91, 94 

b: 1913 series. 
6 5 6 5-7 0. 8 0 ' 8 3 . 8 4' 8 6 . 8 7' 9 8' 9 9 

Quantity issued: 

Fiscal year 1913 ..... . .... 181,302,389 
Fiscal year 1914 .......... 28 ,388 ,705 

209 ,691,094 

# 1451- Two Cent, Red. City Carrier. Watermarked USPS, Perf. 12. 
Issued November 27 , 1912. 

Plioto~;ra11l1 of Or·ig;i 11:1l Dr:n,·ing: Not Used. 

The first design for this value showed the steamship and mail tender used 
on the lOc. 'rhe central vignette of the stamp portrays a letter carrier, or 
postman, a figure familiar to the largest part of our population. He is pictured 
about to deliver some mail, seeming·ly packag·es, and although the title of the 
illustration is ''City Carrier'' the house in the background is really suggestive 
of a suburban home, for flanking the entrance is a rhododendron at the right 
and an evergreen at the left. This subject was used on the first sketch of the 
five cent. The Post Office Department supplied a photograph of a mail carrier 
and the Bureau artist, C. A. Huston, added the background in accordance with 
his own ideas. The stamp was engraved by J. Eissler and E. M. Hall, of the 
Bureau. 

Like the one cent value the plates may be divided into three groups, though 
the smallest percentage lack the imprint. Unlike the ordinary stamps the sale 
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of this value was smaller than that of the one cent denomination. Plates were 
also made for the 1913 series but never used. 

Shades: Carmine rose, carmine. 

Varieties: a: Position blocks . 
1. Same as one cent. 

b: Plate number blocks. 
1. Same as one cent. 

Plates used: 

a: Without imprint. 
6177-78, 79 , 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 96, 97, 98 

b: With and without imprint. 
6195-99 
6338-39, 40, 41 

c: With imprint only. 
6367-70, 71 , 79, 84, 90, 95 

Plates not used: 

a: 1913 series 
6397 
6404-09, 16 , 31, 35, 39, 48, 58, 63, 70 

b: 1913 series 
6590-91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97 

Quantity issued: 

Fiscal year 1913 ..... .. ... 161,3 7 8,05 4 
Fiscal year 1914 . . . .. . .... 45,039,199 

206,417,253 

#1452-Three Cent, Red. Railway Postal Clerk. 
U S P S, Perf. 12. 

Issued April 5, 1913. 

Watermarked 

This was the last design to be approved by the Postmaster General and did 
not go to press until March 28, 1913, almost four months after the first printing 
of Parcel Post Stamps and some four months after the law had gone into effect. 

This delay was due to the disapproval of the first sketch for this denomina­
tion, a section of a mail train at a station platform, a "Railway Postal Clerk" 
standing in the door of the last car ready to receive some bags from a truck 
backed against the car. The Postmaster General felt that too much prominence 
was given to the truck and not enough to the Postal Clerk, the result being 
that the design did not tie in with the other lower values depicting "working 
personnel. '' 

A new design was made showing clerk standing in the door of a mail car, 
holding a bag of mail attached to an iron arm preparatory to swinging it out 
to be picked up by an automatic mail receiver at the next station. In this stamp 
the ''personnel'' is accentuated instead of a method of collection or distribution, 
and as such was thought to be more appropriate as part of the first group. 

There is an interesting retouched variety of this value from plate No. 6257. 
The retouching is on the seventh stamp of the lower left pane and occurs in the 
triangle below the right numeral "3 ". The normal stamp triangle has a back­
ground consisting of five vertical lines and one horizontal line. In the retouched 
stamp this triangle has two additional horizontal lines. This was the first 
retouched variety of the twentieth century and is quite desirable. 

This value had the smallest issue of any of the denominations below the 
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fifteen cent. The plates, all being made at a late date, had the imprint of value 
added before any had gone to press. 

This stamp was engraved by H . Charlton, E. M. Hall and J. Benzing, of 
the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, after the design of C. A. Huston. 

Sh a des: Carm ine rose , carmin e. 

Varieties: a: Position varieties. 
b: P late number blocks, with imprint only. 
c: Double transfer. 

6257 L. L. # 6. This is a downward double showing in the "ES" 
of "CENTS" below this word and under the bottom frame line. ( Illus­
trated.) 

d: Double Transfer recu t. 

Uonble 'l'rans f er 
H2.37' I •. l •. 

nouhle 'l'r:n1sfer 
R ecnt 

6257 L. L. # 7. This stamp adjacent to the double listed above 
was a lso entered too low. The first design was burnished out and a 
fresh entry made. Evidences of the first entry are below the top 
frame line, in "PARC EL POST" and in "CENTS" below the left num­
eral and under the bottom fra111e line. In burnishing out the first 
entry a low spot was left in the lower right corner which resulted in 
a defective transfer which was recut by hand. (Illustrated.) 

Plates u sed: a: With imprint on ly. 
6254-55, 56 , 57 

Plates not u sed: All 191 2 plates used, no 1913 plates made. 

Quantity issu ed: 

Fiscal year 1913 .......... 19 , 558, 799 
Fiscal year 1914.......... 9,468,634 

29,027 ,433 

# 1453-Four Cent, Red. Rural Carrier. Watermarked U S P S, 
Perf. 12. 

Issued December 12, 1912. 

The four cent plates went to press on December 2nd, and ten days later 
stamps were delivered to Post Offices. The demand for this value was rather 
large, the last printing occurred May 6th, 1913 about seven weeks before the 
official orders put an end to further need for those stamps. 

This stamp being the fourth and last of the ''personnel'' group shows the 
"Rural Carrier", the final and furthest removed means of distribution. The 
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vignette indicated a country mail wagon stopping in front of an individual 
mail box so typical of the rural free delivery routes. A white horse draws the 
wagon inscribed "Rural Delivery Route No. 1" and " U. S. Mail." 'fhe carrier 
is seen on the seat with a package in his hand. It will be noticed that in all of 
the designs of this group, except the three cent, the individual is not just 
handling mail but packages, Parcel Post packages. This design was used on a 
preliminary drawing for the ten cent stamp. 

The mail wagon is from a model in the Post Office Museum at W ashington. 
A horse was hitched to it and a photograph taken, the surrounding landscape 
being supplied by the Bureau artist, C. A. Huston. The stamp was engraved by 
M. W. Baldwin, E. Myers, E. M. H all, J . Benzing and H. Charlton, of the 
Bureau. 

Being one of the values that went to press early some of the plates became 
worn out before the decision was made to add the imprint of value, and sheets 
from the first group of plates were issued without this marking. 'fhe second 
group is found both with and without imprint from the later printing, while 
the last group exists only with this imprint. 

Shades : Carmine rose, carmine. 

Varieties : a: Position varieties. 
b: Plate number blocks. 

1. Same as one cent . 
c: Shifted Transfer . A small shift of the left frame line. 

Plates used: 

a : Without imprint. 
6169- 70, 71, 7 2 

b: Without and with imprint. 
6345-46, 47, 50 

c: With imprint only. 
6359- 60, 61, 65, 92 

Plates not u sed: 

6381 
6400-26 

Quantity issued: 

Fiscal year 1913 ..... ..... 65,894,219 
Fiscal year 1914 .......... 10 ,849,594 

76,74 3,8 1 3 

# 1454---Five Cent, Red. Mail Train. Watermarked USPS, Perf . 12. 
Issued November 27, 1912. 

'fhis value was one of the first to appear, having gone to press November 
18th. Like the other early issued Parcel Post stamps the plates used are found 
with all three groups of imprints. 

The first design for this value showed a letter carrier delivering mail 
(illustrated) which was discarded in favor of the mail train and the carrier 
design relegated to the two cent. The first train design portrayed a side view 
taken at a distance, the mail on this bag in position to be picked up was too 
inconspicuous and the design abandoned. Another view was substituted and 
gave the mail bag more prominence. This design was accepted with modifica­
tions, the mail bag being suspended from a modern rack and the catcher on 
the train put into position for the pick up. 
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l~h·st Desig·n. 

PhotoJ:,·1·H1•b of Ori~dn;tl Dra"·inµ; Not Usetl. 

It was the first of the second group depicting ''transportation of the mail.'' 
The vignette labeled '' l\iail 'l'rain '' shows a three quarter front view of a fast 
moving train, the second car being the railway Post Office. In the immediate 
foreground is a bag of mail on a rack, which will be picked up by a mail catcher 
extended from the mail car. The picture, a combination of a photograph and a 
sketch, was made by C. A. Huston and the engraving was executed by Messrs. 
0. Chalmers, E . H all, J. Eissler and E. Myers, all of t be Bureau. 

Photogra1•l1s of Original Dr:"vings N ot Used. 
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Shades: Carmine rose, carmine. 

Varieties: a: Position block. 
b: Plate number and imprint block. 
c: Double Transfers. 

There are more double transfers on this value than a ll others com­
bined. Three are known to be from the top row of the upper left 
pane of plate 6215, the position of the others is unknown but perhaps 
these also come from this plate. 

1. U. L. 6215 an upward displacement showing in the upper left 
corner below the ribbons in the lower right corner, in the frame 
around the right numeral, the numeral, in "EL" of PARCEL, in and 
above "POST" in "CENTS" etc. (Illustrated.) 

Do~~o 
#1 #2 

Double 

U.L. 

#4 

2. U. L. 6215 another upward displacement showing above "S" 
of "U. S.", in "PA" of "PARCEL" and on and about the right "5." 
(Illustrated.) 

3. U. L. 6215, a small Northwestern double shows added lines 
in both numerals, below the bottom inside frame line, in the lower 
right corner on the "PC" of "PARCEL" and on the "P" of "POST." 
(Illustrated.) 

o~~o 
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A .marked eastward double position unknown shows in and about 
both numerals, below the top frame line, in "RC" in "PARCEL," in 
"T" of "POST" and in the vignette to the right of the locomotive 
boiler. (Illustrated.) 

Another double is almost exactly like the one above in the 
doubling of the numerals, this however shows in the "OST" of "POST" 
and has a defective transfer of the left frame line in the lower cor­
ner; pos ition unknown. 

A northwestern double shows added lines just below the outer 
frame line, in both upper corners above the "U" and "0", on the "S" 
of "CENTS", on the right "5" and around and on the left numeral. 
Position unknown. (Illustrated.) 

A stamp with the guide line at the left, shows a marked western 
displacement. Added lines can be easily seen to the left of the inner 
and outer left frame line, the outer right frame line around and in 
both the numerals, in 'U. S. PARCEL POST" and "CENTS" etc. Po­
sition unknown. (Illustrated.) 

0~000 
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Another straight edge stamp, with guide line at right, also shows 
a Western displacement. This however is not as marked and is 
slightly upward. Added lines may be seen to the left of both vertical 
frame lines. Above the upper and lower frame lines, in "RCL" of 
"PARCEL," in "POS" of "POST," in "CES" of "CENTS" and in the 
circles about both numerals. Position unknown. (Illustrated.) 

d: Shifted Transfer. 
The stamp above the last listed double has a marked shifted transfer 
of the right inner and outer frame lines. (Illustrated.) 

Plates used : 

a: Without imprint. 
6211- 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 19 

b: Without and with imprint. 
6217-20, 21, 22, 45 

c: Without imprint only. 
6405- 07, 11, 17, 20 , 33, 41 

Plates not used: 

a: 1912 series. 
6449 

b: 1913 series . 
6602-03, 04, 05 

Qua n tity issu ed: 

Fiscal year 1913 .. . ....... 94,300,019 
Fiscal year 1914 ...... . ... 13,853,974 

108,153 ,993 

# 14155-Ten Cent, Red. Steamship and Mail Tender. Watermarked 
U S P S, Perl. 12. 

Issued December 9, 1912. 

This was the first value to go to press but was not issued until almost two 
weeks after some of the lower values. 'I'he plates of this value lasted through 
the later printings and all used appeared both with and without imprints of 
value. The first design contemplated the use of the Rural Delivery design later 

P h otogr a t•h ol' O r ii:;inal ·nl.·a " ·i n g N o t Used. 

used on the four cent. The accepted Yignette subject is a combination photo and 
sketch showing the steamer "Kronprinz Wilhelm" arriving in New York 
Harbor on February 23, 1902, at th e time Prinz Heinrich of Prussia paid this 
country a visit. The landscape at the right, in the original photograph, was 
Staten Island. The Bureau artist thought he would improve it by adding sky-
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scrapers resembling New York City. In doing this, however, he created a picture 
geographically incorrect as the view shown on the stamp indicates an outgoing 
steamer while the mail tender at the side is used only upon a ship's arrival. 
It is possible that the design on the stamp was copied from a photograph printed 
from a reversed negative, we find that this is sometimes done. 

This value of Parcel Post stamps was the last printed before discontinuance, 
the plates having last gone to press June 24, 1913, just two days before the 
Postmaster General issued the order that made these special stamps unnecessary. 

This stamp was designed by C . .A. Huston, and engraved by C. Chalmers, 
both of the Bureau. 

Shades: Carmine rose, carmine. 

Varieties: a: Position blocks. 
b: Plate number blocks. 

Plates used : 

a: All without and with imprint. 
6161-62 , 63, 64 , 65, 67, 68 
6266 

Plates not used: 

616 6-Defective, never finished. 

Qu antity issued : 

Fiscal year 1913 .......... 51,284,429 
Fiscal year 1914. ......... 5,612,224 

56,896,653 

# 1456-Fifteen Cent, Red. Automobile Service. 
U S P S, Perf. 12. 

Issued December 16, 1912. 

Watermarked 

The vignette illustrates a small automobile typical of those generally used 
in smaller cities. It is in front of what seems to be a local Post Office in a 
suburban community and a carrier is standing beside the car, his arms filled 
with parcels. The detail is well executed and the auto is a true example of the 
model used in those days. This design more than any other, except possibly 
the airplane on the next stamp, definitely places this series as an issue of about 
1910 to 1915, while most of the others could easily depict scenes of 1935, as the 
models used are very similar to those now in vogue. The design is from a photo­
graph taken at Washington and supplied by the Post Office Department to the 
Bureau. It was designed by C . .A. Huston, and engraved by Messrs. L. S. 
Schofield, J. Benzing, E. M. Hall and E. Myers, all of the Bureau. 

All the plates used for this value went to press before and after the imprint 
of value had been added. Eight plates were made but only four were used. 

Shades : Carmine rose, carmine. 

Varieties: a: Position blocks. 
b: Plate number blocks. 

Plates used : 

a: Without and with imprint. 
6258-59, 60, 61 

Plates not u sed: 

6351-56 
6410-34 
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Quantity issued: 

Fiscal year 1913 .......... 17,105,444 
Fiscal year 1914 . . .. . . . . . . 4,041,589 

21 ,147 ,033 

# 1457-Twenty Cent, Red. Aeroplane Carrying Mail. Watermarked 
U S P S, Perf. 12. 

Issued December 16 , 1912. 

Thi, was the first stamp bearing the picture of an airplane issued by any 
nation. It appeared just about nine years after the famous Kitty Hawk flight 
by the Wright Brothers and was the forerunner of many airmail stamps that 
followed it. 

The design is slightly different from the essay made from the original 
master die before it was finally issued. 'rhe title of the vignette stresses the 
carrying of mail by plane but an examination of the stamp fails to reveal any 
place where this could have been put except next to the pilot. On the stamp 
there seems to be an obj ect of some kind, next to the driver bearing an inscrip­
tion "No. 1." In the essay th e numeral had not been placed upon the design 
and by dint of some imagination and the aid of a .magnifying glass we were able 
to assume this ''object' ' to be a bag of mail. A further search, however, failed 
to r eveal any sign of a motor, which was no doubt hidden behind the pilot 
who is shown sitting out in th e open with his hands on the stick and his feet 
on the rudder bar. The design of the plane shows but little improvement over 
that of the first one made by the Wrights. 

Below the aeroplane is a little village nestling at the base of a chain of 
mountains. The most prominent feature of the town is the church steeple 
rising up above the other buildings. At the extreme right are a few trees 
over which the plane bas just passed. 'l'he aeroplane was from a photograph 
taken at College Park, near Washington, purposely for this stamp, many experi­
ments having been made before a satisfactory picture was obtained. The back­
ground was drawn in later by the Bureau artist, C. A. Huston. The engraving 
by H. Charlton, E. l\'L Hall and .J. Benzing is especially fine and gives a very 
pleasing effect. 

This was th e high est value to become exhausted during th e two fiscal years 
these stamps were in general use. All other higher values remained on hand at 
the Bureau after the close of the fi scal year ending June 30, 1914. Of the 
Twenty-Cent denomination issued during the last year all but about 500,000 
had been delivered to Postmasters by February, the r emainder being distributed 
before July 1st. A smaller quantity of this value was issued than of any lower 
denomination. 

As in the ten and fifteen cent values the plates were used both before and 
after the imprin t of value had been added . Four reserve plates were made 
but never went to press. 

This design was the la st of the tram;portation group and by far the most 
modern. The authoriti es of the Bureau and the Depar tment little thought how 
soon their vision of regular Air lVIail would be r ealized. 

Shades: Carmin e rose, carmin e. 

Varie ties : a: Position blocks. 
b: Plate number blocks. 

Plates u secl: 

a: Without a nd with imprint. 
6191-92 , 93 , 94 
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Plates not u sed: 

6385-86 , 89 
6401 

Quantity issued: 

Fiscal year 1913 ... .. .. . .. 14 ,26 1,264 
Fiscal year 1914 .... .. .... 2,881,129 

17 ,142 ,393 

# 1458-Twenty-Five Cent, Red. 
U S P S, Perf. 12. 

Issued November 27, 1912. 

Manufacturing. Watermarked 

This is the first of four designs portraying the manufacturing and agricul­
tural interests of the country. The vignette is based on a photograph of a steel 
plant in South Chicago, which was also used in a preliminary design for the 
50 cent and the one dollar stamps. It was supplied by J . E . Ralph, then 
Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, and it is claimed that at one 
time he had been an employee of this mill. However, before being used the 
design was slightly alter ed by Mr. C. A . Huston, of the Bureau, who is credited 
with designing this issue. It was engraved by Messrs. H. Charlton, E. Myers 
and E. M. H all, all of the Bureau. 

This stamp was one of the first to have gone to press and one of the four 
to be issued ove.mber 27th, 1912, the first day the Parcel Post Stamps were 
placed on sale. Th e plates went to press for the last time June 5th, 1913, just 
three weeks before the order was issued which made these stamps unnecessary, 
and this last printing was large enough to cause the Bureau to have this value 
on hand during the fiscal year of 1915. 'fhis was the lowest value carried in 
stock at the Bureau after June 30, 1914. 

Sh ades: Carmine rose, carmin e. 

Varieties : a: Position blocks . 
b: P late number blocks . 

Plates u sed: 

a: Without and with imprint. 
6173-74, 75, 76, 86, 89 

Plates not u sed: 

6187-88 
6357 
6408-21, 25 

Quantity issued: 

Fiscal year 1913 . ..... . ... 17,788,589 
Fiscal year 1 914 . .... .. ... 3,0 71 ,565 
Fiscal year 1915....... . .. 1 ,080,499 

21 ,940,653 

#1459-Fifty Cents., Red. Dairying. Wate·rmarked USPS, Perf. 12. 
I ssued March 15, 1913. 

This design was next to the last to appear as the Postmaster General had not 
approved the first die made. Before a die was made it had been the intention 
to use the steel mill scene on this value, but it was discarded in favor of a dairy 
subject. The accepted vignette, after a photograph submitted by the Depart-
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Pl1otog;ra11h of Or-ig;itutl Drtn\ring Not Used. 

ment of Agriculture, shows cows feeding in a meadow with farm houses in the 
background. In the first die the buildings were .very prominent and occupied 
the main section of th e vignette. 'l'he group consisted of the side view of a long 
building adjoining a grain elevator, a silo, and showed the end view of another 
building. A small tower on the roof of the main building terminated in a 
weathervane, which might easily have suggested a cross, and thereby a church. 
This last might have influenced the Postmaster General to reject the design as 
the Department has always tried to avoid having any postal emission offensive 
to any group of people. However, as the accepted design placed the buildings 
further back and made them smaller it is quite likely that the weathervane bad 
little bearing on th e Postmaster 's r equest for a new design. This farm view 
depicts no special place, th e Department of Agriculture having simply furnish ed 
a view of a group of cows, th e dairy buildings being added to complete the scene. 

The title of the subject being " Dairying" we believe that the better design 
was selected, as the feeding cows are most important and should not be over­
shadowed by th e background. As in other stamps of this series the engraving 
and attention to detail is a credit to the Bureau and especially to M. W. Baldwin 
and E . M. Hall, who did the actual engraving. Th e stamp was designed by 
C. A. Huston. 

The first four fifty cent plates were made from the first design and plate 
No. 6274 went to press December 10, 1912. However , the copies were all de­
stroyed and the plates cancelled . No copies of this early design exist except in 
proof form, which became an essay wh en the new design was issued. ~' 

'rhese stamps wer e printed from plates to which th e imprint of value had 
been added before having gone to press and are not available without this im­
print. The first four plates except as noted above were never used, and the other 
four wer e among the last ones made for any denominations that wer e put to 
use. Th e last printing took place F ebruary 28, 1913, and was sufficiently large 
to leave a stock at the Bureau as late as th e fiscal year 1916. 

Shades: Carmine rose, carmine. 

Varieties: a: Position blocks. 
b: Plate numb er blocks. 

Plates u sed : With imprint. 

6 4 23- 24 , 27, 28 

Plates, ea!"ly d esign, not u sed except as not.eel above : 

6274- 75, 76, 77 

*Copy in t h e Authol"'s Coll ection. 
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Quantity issued: 

Fiscal year 1913 ......... . 
Fiscal year 1914 ......... . 
Fiscal year 1915 ......... . 
Fiscal year 1916 ......... . 

776 ,63 4 
758,615 
476 ,140 
106,404 

2,117,793 

# 1460-Seventy-Five Cent, Red. Harvesting. Wate,rmarked USPS, 
Perl. 12. 

Issued December 18 , 1912. 

This was a design especially dedicated to the large agricultural section of 
the Middle West with its wide expanse of level fields that made modern farming 
machinery possible. 'fhe vastness of farming is vividly portrayed by the size 
of the mound of products of this industry as compared to the wagon and 
machine standing before it. The subject is after a photograph furnished by the 
Department of Agriculture. The stamp was designed by C. A. Huston, and 
engraved by C. M. Chalmers, M. W. Baldwin, E. l\f. Hall, F . Lamasure, and 
E. Myers, all of the Bureau. 

Although the entire time the plates of this denomination had gone to press 
was within a two months period, the first printing being December 13, 1912 
and the last February 13, 1913, the Bureau made deliveries of this stamp as late 
as the fiscal year 1922, although for four of these years none were sent to 
Postmasters from the reserve supply at the Bureau. The fiscal year of 1922 saw 
the last delivery of both special stamps for the Parcel Post and Twenty-five 
cent parcel post due stamps. 

All four plates used for this stamp had th e imprint. added after the plates 
had gone to press and plate number blocks are obtainable both with and with­
out imprint of value. 

Sh a des : Carmine rose, carmine. 

Varieties: a: Position b locks. 
b: Plate number blocks. 

P lates used: Without and with imprint. 

6287-88, 96 , 99 

P lates n ot u sed: 

6396 
6402-12, 18 

Qu antities issu e d : 

Fiscal year 1913 ......... . 
Fiscal year 1914 . . ....... . 
Fiscal year 1915 . ........ . 

(Deduct) 1915 ... . ..... . 
Fiscal year 1916 .... '. . . .. . 
Fiscal year 191 7 .... .. .. . . 
Fiscal year 1918 .... ..... . 
Fiscal year 1919 ......... . 
Fiscal year 19 2 O ......... . 
F iscal year 1921 ...... ... . 
Fiscal year 19 2 2 .... . .... . 

2,060 ,394 
3,3 80 
1 ,810 

162 ,0 00* 
4,09 5 
8,370 

7 2, 9 4 5 
18 ,85 5 

527 ,886 
234,180 

2,700 

2,772 ,615 

*This item r e presen ts stamps returned to th e Department's stock from Post Office s 
for r e -issuance to oth e r Postmasters. Th e ir d educ tion !s n ecessary to avoid duplication 
in the total numb er of stamps issu ed. 
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Note : It was r eported in Mekeel 's 2/ 21/ 14 that the total number of 
Seventy-Five cent stamps printed was 6,283,440, of which 4,221,184 were on 
hand at the Bureau. This figure included ''Specimen'' stamps not in the list. 

The figures given above are from official Post Office Department records 
and as such no doubt correct for this value instead of those listed in the earlier 
article. Because of th e wide discrepancies of th e total numbers of this value 
we wrote to A . W. Hall, Director of th e Bureau of Engraving and Printing, 
and his r eply explained this as follows: 

'January 21 , 1931. 
In reply to the inquiries in your le tter of the 15th instant, you are a dvised as 

follows: 

The entire stock in this Bureau of 75 Cent Parcel Post stamps has been deliv­
ered as mutilated or as perfect to the Post Office Department for issues to Post­
masters and for destruction. The deliveries to the Po!lt Office Department were 
2,773 ,095 for issues and 3,510,a45 in September, 1921 , for destru ction ." 

This ther efore indicates the correctness of the earli er figures for at that 
time it was hardly possible to foresee th e destruction of more than 80% of those 
r emaining on hand. 'l'he fact that th ese were not destroyed until late in 1921 
clearly indicates that th ey were not defective but that this value was not readily 
saleable due to the size and wer e also unpopular with th e Postal Service. This 
was also prior to the opening of th e Philatelic Agency. 

# 1461-0ne Dollar, Red. Fruit Growing. Watermarked U S P S, 
Perf. 12. 

Issued J a nuary 3, 1913. 

'fhis is th e high est value of the special is,;ue for Parcel Post packages, the 
central picture is a view of a fruit orchard which by th e abundance of the fruit 
and foliage is reminiscent of th e \Vest Coast or Florida. Thus the last group 
represented various sections of th e country as far as was possible in four stamps. 
'fhe first design for this stamp portrayed th e Steel l\lill used on the 25 cent. 

Photo~~;r:11·• h of Ori;:;i n :ll ll r:n, · in ;.;· i'\"ot rsecl. 

This value wa s not issued until two days after the Parcel Post law became 
effective. Th e delay was cau sed by th e design not being approved by the 
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Postmaster General until after some of the lo>ver values had already gone to 
press. Several designs were submitted and essays of the selected design exist 
lacking shading in the sky, this being added before the design was finally 
approved and the transfer roll made. 

The view shows a double row of trees heavily laden with fruit. Men on 
ladders are picking, and boxes of plucked fruit are shown in the center fore­
ground. The space between the ro·ws is large and gives one an impression of a 
vast orchard. 

Of the four plates made and used for this stamp only one had the imprint 
added. This was the last of the "no imprint" plates to receive this mark of 
value and as it was added to the plate on 1\Iarch 24, 1913, just two days before 
the last printing of this value plate number blocks of this value with imprints 
are more desirable. 

This stamp was designed by C. A. Huston, and was engraved by Messrs. 
M. W. Baldwin, E. M. Hall, C. l\1. Chalmers, E. Myers and F. Lamasure, all of 
the Bureau. 

Shades: Carmine rose, carmine. 

Varieties : a: Position blocks. 
b: Plate number blocks. 

Plates u sed: 

a: Without imprint. 
6263-64, 65 

b: Without and with imprin t. 
6262 

Quantities issued: 

Fiscal year 1913 . . ....... . 
F'iscal year 1914 . ........ . 
Fiscal year 1915 ......... . 
Fiscal year 1916 .... ..... . 
Fiscal year 191 7 ... ... ... . 

478,434 
24,975 
47 ,35 0 

209,420 
293,084 

Total............. . . 1,053,273 

Essays 
Essays of the rejected designs of the three cent and fifty cent as well as 

modified designs of the 20 cent and the one Dollar, and a set of card board proofs 
of the 1913 Parcel Post issue through the 15 cent are known. It is believed that 
only one such set is available. 
COMING CONVENTIONS 

'fh ere will be several important national philatelic conventions during the 
summer months, and members of the Collectors Clu.b, whether or not they belong 
to these individual organizations, will be welcomed, we are sure. 

American Philatelic Society, August 12th to 16th, at \Vashington, D. C., with 
headquarters at the Hotel Carlton . 

American Air Mail Society, August 15th to 17th , at \Va shington, D. C., head­
quarters at the Hotel Lafayette. 

Society of Philatelic Americans, August 18th to 24th, at St. Louis, Mo., head­
quarters at the Melbourne Hotel. 

Precancel Stamp Society, August 19th to 22nd, at Chicago, Ill., with headquart­
ers at the Sherman Hotel. 
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AIR MAIL ISSUES 

Although some mail was carried by air before the middle of the 19th 
Century, Air Mail as we know it today in a heavier than air flying machine was 
made possible by the Wright Brothers at Kitty Hawk, N. C. on December 3rd, 
1903. This flight lasted only twelve seconds, a far cry from modern planes 
which stay aloft innumerable hours and fly at a speed in excess of 5 miles per 
minute. 

Once the Wright Brothers had convinced the skeptics that flying was pos­
sible, others soon made similar attempts with heavier than air machines, but 
the progress was slow and it was not until 1908 that the first recorded flight 
was made carrying a passenger. It was in England two years later, August 
18th, 1910, that mail was first carried by airplane from Blackpool to Southport. 
On September 23rd, 1911, the first experimental air mail flight took place in 
America, mail being carried by plane from Garden City Estates, L. I. to nearby 
Mineola. 'l'his flight was soon followed by numerous others. 

""""'"~ ...-....,._,.~ ~ 
"~~ 
"'~""'·4"'""""""~ ... 
"""~"-~~ ~.-'\ 

Fron1 the l l i ldesl1ehn Collec'tion. 

Courtesy of " STAMPS." 

F PS 

.H ..... Mt . s 

These early flights were generally made in connection with State Fairs at 
which barnstorming pilots were available. 'l'he flights, however, had official 
recognition by the Post Office Department, and special cancellations, generally 
naming the flight, were used. For some flights special Post Office sub-stations 
were created. 

On December 16th, 1912, the first stamp bearing a picture of an airplane 
was issued. This was the Twenty Cent Stamp of the Parcel Post Series and 
portrayed the carrying of mail by plane. 

The first phase of air mail in the United States, known as the Pioneer Flight 
Period, ended on May 15th, 1918, when the Post Office established air mail 
service between Washington, Philadelphia and New York. 

After considerable discussion, Congress had finally authorized the Post 
Office Department to carry mail by airplane, and on May 6th, 1918, a bill was 
adapted fixing the rate of 24c per ounce, and on May 11th President W ilson 
signed the bill. It having been certain that the President would sign the bill 
authorizing the carrying of mail by airplane, the Postmaster General issued the 
following advance notice to the Postal Service : 
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Special Stamp fo1· Ae1·oplane Mail Se1·vice 

Office of Third Ass't P. M. Gen. 

Washington, May 9, 1918. 

1. Postmasters and other officers and employees of the Postal Service are noti­
fied that the Department is preparing to issue a new postage stamp of 24-cent de­
nomination. It is intended primarily for the new aeroplane mail service, but will 
be valid for all purposes for which postage stamps of the regular issue are used. 

2. A description follows: 
The stamp is rectangular in shape, about % inch long and %, inch high. The 

central design is a mail aeroplane in flight. Above, in a curved line of Roman capital 
letters, are the words "U. S. Postage." Triangular ornaments appear in the two 
upper corners. Below the aeroplane, in a straight line of Roman capital letters, is 
the word "Cents," with the numerals "2 4" within circles in the two lower corners. 
The border design is red and the aeroplane is blue. 

3. To obtain the new stamps, centra l-accounting and direct-accounting post­
masters will draw requisition upon the Department on Form 3201, writing the de­
nomination "24" on one of the blank lines, and complying carefully with Sections 
27 to 29, 33 and 36, pages 34 and 35, 1917 Postal Guide. Requisitions which dis­
regard these instructions will be returned to postmasters for completion. Requisi­
tions will not be m a de but will be filled in the order o freceipt at the Department. 

A. M. DOCKERY, 
Third Ass't P. M. Gen. 

The Post Office Department publicly announced the new service as follows: 

"Aeroplane Mail Service, 
Washington, D. C., May 11th, 1918. 

Aeroplane Mail Service will be established May 15th, 191 8, between Washing­
ton, Philadelphia and New York, one ronnd trip daily except Sundays. Letters and 
sealed parce ls , the latter not exceeding 3 O inches in length and girth combined may 
be mailed at Washington, Philadelphia and New York for any city in the United 
States, or its possessions or postal agencies. 

The rate of postage will be 2 4 cents per ounce or fraction thereof, which in­
cludes special delivery service. Postage may be paid by affixing either the distinct 
aeroplane stamps or its equivalent in other postage stamps. When the latter are 
used, the mail should be endorsed, "By Aeroplane." Mail by aeroplane may be reg­
istered by prepayment of 10 cent registry fee in addition to postage. 

Until further notice the aeroplanes will leave Belmont Park, N. Y., and Wash­
ington, D. C., at 11.30 A. M. Postmasters shall inform the public of the closing of 
the mails and the points from which aeroplane mail may be dispatched. Letters 
for the aerial service mailed too late for Aeroplane dispatch will be given the most 
expeditious dispatch by other means, including special delivery." 

OTTO PRAEGER, 
2nd Asst. Postmaster General. 

On May 13th the new stamp was issued and two days later the first trips 
were made. The flight from New York to Vvashington was completed, but the 
northbound trip came to grief outside of vVashington and the mail was returned 
to Washington and carried the following day. It was some time before they 
were running according' to schedule. The planes were Curtis J ANDs usually 
known as ''Jennies.'' It was one of these that had been used as the model for 
the Special Air Mail Stamp. 

'l'his stamp was printed and issued in sheets of one hundred subjects. 
Being bi-colored, two plates were necessary-one for the frame and one for the 
vignette. The frame plate was divided into panes of twenty five by horizontal 
and vertical guide lines terminated by arrows. Inside the top arrows there was 
a solid arrow with the point facing the outside of the plate. There was a similar 
marker on the vignette plate which was used to properly key the design. There 
was only one plate number to each plate. On the frame plate the number was 
above the second stamp to the rig·ht of the top arrow, while the vignette plate 
number was in corresponding position to the left of the solid arrow. 

These stamps were prepared in a hurry, as there were only seven days 
between the time Congress fixed the rate and the stamps were placed on sale. 
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In this short time it was necessary to prepare the design, engrave the master die, 
make the plates and print the stamps. \Vhen the stamps had been printed, it 
was found that the sheets were larger than the usual post office units. For ease 
in handling at individual offices it was decided to cut off two of the sheet 
margins. 'rhis stamp was first issued minus the top and right margins. 

A short time after these stamps had been placed on sale a collector found a 
sheet with center inverted. To prevent the recurrence of this error the word 
"TOP" was added to both frame and vignette plates. On the frame plate the 
"T 0 P" in Ro.man capitals is above the seventh stamp, while on the vignette 
plate the same word, in larger sans-serif capitals was placed above the fourth 
stamp. Th e purpose of these additions to the plate being to prevent the 
issuance of sheets with inverted centers, it was decided not to r emove the top 
margin on all future deliveries of the stamp. 

The '' 'rOP'' was first added to the vignette plate and a small quantity was 
issued with '' 'rOP '' only in blue. Some of the sheets were cut along the bottom 
and right side, r emoving these arrows, while others had the left and bottom 
margins r emoved. After the ' ' TOP '' had been added to the frame plate these 
stamps appear ed with the cut edge at bottom and left, which was again changed 
to bottom and right. The later printings of this stamp, as well as the two lower 
values which followed were all issued with the complete arrow at top and left 
only. 

A little more than a month after t he first trip the rates were reduced by the 
Postmaster General, a-; follows : 

Postmaste1· Gen eral 01·det• No. 1617 of June 26, 1!)18. 

"Effective July 15th , 191 8, the postal laws and r egulat ions a r e amended so 
that paragraph 2 of section 3 9 9 72 sh a ll read as follows." 

"Mail carr ied by aero plane shall be charged with postage at t h e rate of 16 
cents for the first ounce or fract ion thereof, and 6 cents for each a dditional fraction 
of which 1 Oc shall be for special delivery in service. Such ma il shall consist of 
matter of the first class , including sealed parcels not exceeding 3 0 inches in length 
a nd girth combined ." 

" The postage on aeropla n e mail shall be fully prepaid with special aeropla n e 
stamps or with ord inary postage endorsed 'By Aeroplane.' " 

The 16c stamp, printed in green ink, was issued on July 11th. 'l'he design 
was the same as the 24c with the necessary changes in value. The official notice 
follows: 

SPECIAL 16-CENT STAMP !<'OR AEROPLANE SERVICE. 

1. Postmasters and other officers and employees of the Postal Service a r e noti­
fied that the Department is issuing a new postage stamp of 16-cent denomination. 
It is intended primarily for th e aeropla n e mail service, under the new rate eff ective 
July 15, 1918 (Postmaster General's Order No. 1617 , of June 26, 191 8 ) , but will 
be valid for a ll purposes for which postage stamps of th e r egular issu e a r e used. 

2. A description follows: 
The stamp is r ectangula r in shape, a bout % inch long and %, inch high ; color 

green. The central design is a mail aeroplane in flight. Above, in a curved line of 
Roman capita l let ters, a r e the words "U. S. Postage." Triangular ornaments appear 
in the two upper corners. Below the aeroplane, in a straight line of Roman capital 
letters , is the word "Cents." with the numerals " 16" within circles in the two lower 
corners. 

3. To obtain the new stamps, centra l-accounting and direct-accounting post­
masters will draw r eq uisition upon the Department on Form 32 01 , writing the de­
nomination "16" on one of th e bl a nk lines, a nd complying carefully with Sections 
50-52, 57 and 60 , pages 37 and 38, 191 8 Postal Guide. Requisitions which disre­
gard these instructions will be returned to postmasters for completion. Requisi­
tions will not be made special, but will be fill ed in the order of r eceipt at the De­
partment. 

4. Postmasters will not precancel the 16-cent stamp. 
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Before the end of 1918 the Post Office Department decided to change the 
regulation covering the handling of air mail by removing the special delivery 
service, unless specially requested and paid for. This decision was announced 
as follows: 

"Postmaste1· General Order # 2 <115 

·washington, November 30th, 1918. 

Effective December 15th, 1918, the Postal Laws and Regulations are so amend­
ed that paragraph 2 of section 3 9 9 'h shall read as follows: 

"Mail carried by aeroplane shall be charged with postage at the rate of 6c per 
ounce or fraction thereof. Such mail shall consist of matter of the first class, in­
cluding sealed parcels not exceeding 30 inches in length and girth combined. 

"The postage on aeroplane mail shall be fully prepaid with special aeroplane 
stamps or with ordinary postage stamps. When the latter are used, the mail should 
be endorsed 'By Aeroplane.' " 

"Aeroplane mail bearing, in addition to the regular postage, a special delivery 
stamps or its equivalent in ordinary postage stamps, shall be given special deliver y 
service. When the latte r are used mail should be endorsed 'Special Delivery.' " 

A. S. BURLESON, 
Postmaster General. 

'fhis new value was issued December 10tl1, 1918. These three stamps were 
valid for ordinary mail as well as air mail, and most of those used, especially in 
blocks, were from regular mail and parcel post. It was not until the day after 
the stamps had been issued that the Department officially announced the new 
six cent stamp as follows : 

Special 6-Cent Stamp for Aeroplane Service: Continued Use of 16-Cent 
and 24-Cent Aeroplane Stamps. 

Office of Third Ass't P. M. Gen. 

\l'lashington, Dec. 11 , 1918. 

1. Postmasters and other officers and employees of the Postal Service are noti­
fied that the Department is issuing a new postage stamp of 6-cents denomination. 
It is intended primarily for the aeroplane mail service, under the new rate effective 
December 15 , 1918. (Postmaster General's Order No. 2415, of November 30, 
191 8), but will be valid for a ll purposes for which postage stamps of the regular 
issue are used. 

2. A description follows: 
The stamp is rectangular in shape, about % inch long and %, inch high; color 

orange. The central d esign is a mail aeroplane in flig ht. Above, in a curved line 
of Roman capital letters, are the words "U. S. Postage." Triangular ornaments 
appear in the two upper corners. Below the aeroplane, in a straight line of Roman 
cap ital letters , is the word "Cents," with the numeral "6" within circles in the two 
lower corners. 

3. To obtain the new stamps, central-accounting and direct-accounting post­
masters will draw requisition upon the Department on Form 3 201, writing the word 
"Aeroplane," on the line opposite the 6-cent denomination and complying carefully 
with sections 50 to 52, and 60, pages 37 and 38, 1918 Postal Guide. Requisitions 
which disregard these instructions will be returned to postmasters for completion. 
Requisitions will not be made special, but will be filled in the order of receipt at the 
Department. 

4. The 16-Cent aeroplane stamp will be available for special delivery fee, and 
a single rate of letter postage ( 6c) on aeroplane mail. The 24-cent stamp will be 
available for aeroplane letters weighing in excess of three and not more than four 
ounces. 

A. M. DOCKERY, 
Third Ass't P. M. Gen. 

The air mail service between New York, Philadelphia and Washington, 
having been found successful, was soon extended to other points, all flying taking 
place during day light hours. It was next decided to increase the speed with 
which air mail could be carried from New York and the Eastern Seaboard to 
Chicago and points West by also flying at nig·ht. 
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Th e country was therefore divided into three zones, New York to Chicago, 
Chicago to Cheyenne, and Cheyenne to the Coast, with th e postage being Sc per 
ounce for each air mail zone. The new rates were th erefore Sc-16c or 24 cents 
depending on the distance. 

For sometime there had been no printing of th e two higher values of the 
191S air mail stamps, and it had at first been intended to reprint th em for the 
16 and 24c air mail rates . Third Assistant Postmaster General W. Irving Glover 
however. insisted on keeping faith with collectors, refused to reissue stamps that 
had been discontinued and ordered th e Bureau to prepare a new series of three 
values. 

On August 11th, 1923, th e Post Office Department announced the new issue 
of air mail stamps and listed the colors as olive green for the Sc, bank note black 
fo r the 16c, and dark brown for the 24c. Before being issued, the colors for th e 
two high er Yalues were changed to deep blue for the 16c and carmine for th e 24c. 
'l'h e officia l notice follows: 

NEW AIR MAIL STAMPS, SERIES 1923. 

Third Assistant Postmaster Ge n eral 

W ashington, August 15, 192 3 . 

Postmasters a nd other officers a nd e mplo yees of th e Postal Service are notified 
that the Departm ent is a bout to iss u e a n ew series of a ir mail postage stamps of 
8-cent, 16-cent a nd 24-cent d e nominations. intend e d primarily for u se in the n ew 
night flyin g Air Mail Service, soo n to he establis h e d between New York and Sa n 
Francisco, but valid for all purposes for which postage stamps .of the r egular issue 
are use d. 

The n ew air mail stamps a r e r ectang ula r in sha pe, a bout seven-e ig hths inch 
lon g a nd three-fourth inch high. The central desig n of the 8-cent stamp is a mail 
a irpl a ne r a di ator with propelle r attache d . Abo\·e this d esig n in a curved panel are 
the words "U. S. Postage," in white Roman capita l letters. Triangular ornaments 
appear in both upper co rners. Below the centra l des ig n , in a straight line of Roman 
capi ta l let te r s, is the word "Cents," with the num er a l "8" within ovals in both low­
er corn ers. The stamp is printed in g r een ink. 

The 16-cent stamp is the same shape a nd size as th e 8-cent stamp, a nd has for 
its centra l desig n the official insig nia of the Air Mail Se rvice, showing a circular 
d esig n with spread wings on e ither side. In the center , upon a dark background, 
appear th e letter s "U. S." with the word "Air" above a nd the words "U. S. Postage" 
in white Roman capita l le tters. A d a rk shaded triang le appears in both upper cor­
n e r s of the s ta mp. B e low the centra l d esign in a straight lin e of Roman capital 
letters is th e word "Cents" with the num e r a ls "16 " within c ircles , with dark back­
g r ounds in both lower corn e rs. The stamp is printed in blue ink. 

The 24-cent stamp is the sam e shape and size as the other d e nomina tions a nd 
h as for its central des ig n a m a il airplane in flight. Above this desig n in a curve d 
pa n e l are the words "U. S. Pos tage" in white Roman capita l le tte rs. Ornam ental 
scrolls appear in both uppe r corners. Below the central d es ig n in a straight lin e of 
Roman cap ita l letters is th e word "Cents," with the numerals "24" within c ircles 
with dark backgrounds in both lowe r corn ers. The sta mp is printe d in r e d ink. 

The ne w a ir mail postage stamps will first be placed on sale at the Philate lic 
SLam p Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office De partm ent, within the n ext f ew days. 
They will not be placed on sale at all post offices but only at suc h offices as may be 
d es ignated later. 

Postmasters s ho uld not dra w r equisitions for these stamps, as they will be fur­
nished without r eq uis ition only to the post offices authorized to place th e m on sale 
when they are available. 

W. IRVING GLOVER, 
Third Ass ista nt Postmaster Gen eral. 

'l'h r Sc was placed on sale at the Philatelic Agency on Aug·ust 15th during 
the annual convention of the American Philatelic Society, th en in \Va shington . 
On August 17th, the 16c appea r ed a1Hl on August 21st, 1923, the last of the 
series, the 2-tc was issued , these also being first placed on sa le at the Philatelic 
Agency. On Aug·ust 21st, th e first experimental transcontinental night fligh t 
was made but the r ate was set at 2c per oun ce un til the service was r egularly 
established. Th e route between Chi cago and Cheyenn e was made by rail. 
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Th e r eport of th e Postmaster General for th e fisca l year ending June 30th, 
1923, r eport dated November 1st, 1923, commented on t he new stamps as follows : 

The Departm ent a lso prepared a n ew se ri es of stamps of the Sc, l 6c a nd 24c 
denominations , known a s a ir mail stamps. They a r e fo r use in connection with t he 
n ew ni ght flying air mail service to be placed in ope rat ion between Ne w York a nd 
San Fra ncisco a nd in termediate points. The d enominations r epresent the postage 
r a tes applying to the several zon es into which th e rou te is divided, a nd the designs 
a r e as fo llows: 

Sc Airp lane radiator with propell er ; l 6c offi cia l in s ig ni a o f a ir mail service; 
a nd 24c a irp la n e in fli g ht. The s ta mps are be in g so ld at th e Department's Phila­
t elic Agency. They will later be so ld at certain post offices whe n the air ni g h t 
fly ing service is inaug ura t ed. 

On August 24, 1923, th e new :;tamps \Yere issued to Postrn a:; ters . IIoweYer, 
ow ing to th e new service not having become permanen tly establi:,;h ed at that 
t im e, instructions ·wer e is:,; ued to " ·ithhold :,;ellin g th e:;e unti l furth er notice. 
lt wa s later decided that th e service should be effective by July 1, 192-! and 
these stamps wer e pla ced on public sal e ~Tune 16, 192·1. Tt wa :; not until Jul y 
1st, 1925, that night airmail became a r egular service. Covers on that elate were 
officially cacheted " ATRM:AIL :F' l RS'l' OVERNIGHT l<'LIGHT Chicago to New 
York,'' or other poin ts as t he case happened to be. vVlwn th e service wa :; first 
c::-;tabli shecl the night rate was 1'rn cents higher than t he t hen current clay rate 
of eig·h t cents per ounce for each zon e. This added charge was later dropped. 

Th e growing use of Airmai l rnacl e it aclvi:;able that these new stamps be 
printed in larg·er units ancl fo ur hundred subj ect p'ates were made. The:,;e wer e 
divided into panes by horizontal and vertica l guide lin es terminated by arrows. 
For issuance to post offices th e fu ll sheets were cut along th e guid e lin es in to 
pane:; of one hundred . 

On F ebruary 2, J 925 an act of Congress was approved making th e rate of 
Postage on Airmail, to be ca r r ied on contra ct Air lfontcs, not less than ten cents 
for each onnce or fraction th ereof. '1'11is being a ra d.ica l change it took quite 
some time to organize th e new service and it was not until about a year later that 
it began to function . 

Early in 1926 Air l\Iail entered its third phase, Contract Airmail. At t hat 
time t he P ost Office Department began turning over t he transportation of 
Airmail to private contractors. On January 19, 1926 the Postmaster General 
i::;sued t he follo\Ying order No. 3817 : 

J an ua r y 19 , 1926. 

Sec tion 385, Posta l Laws and R eg u lations is amended to r ead as fo llows: 
Sec. 385. The Postmaster Gen era l , in hi s di sc r etion , m ay requ ire t h e paym ent 

of postage on m a il carried by a irpl a n e (on Gove rnm e nt-op er ated a ir m a il routes) 
at not exceedin g 24 cents pe r oun ce or f raction t h ereof. (Act of May 1 0, 191 8, 40 
Stat. 54S . ) 

2. The rate of postage on m a il carried by a irp la n e on Governm ent-opera ted 
a ir mail routes shall be S cents for each ounce or fraction thereof, for each a ir mail 
zone or part of such zon e in which th e m a il is cal'!' ied by plane, except that the rate 
of postage on mail carried on the New York-Chicago ni g ht route s h a ll be 10 cents 
for each ounce or fraction t h e r eof. Such postage includes t h e tra ns portation of the 
mail to and from the Gov ernm ent-o per ated a ir m a il routes except by contract a ir 
mail serv ice . 

3 . The rates of postage on a ir mai l (carried on contract a ir mail routes) s ha ll 
be not less than 10 cents for each o unce or fraction th er eo f. (Act of F ebruary 2, 
1925, 43 Stat. 805.) 

4. The rates of postage on m a il carri ed by a irplan e on contract a ir m a il routes 
shall be 10 cents for each o un ce or fraction the r eof on each route o r part th e r eof 
11 ot exceeding 1,000 miles in le ng th; 15 cents for each oun ce or fract ion thereof on 
eac h route or part th er eo f exceedin g 1 ,000 miles a nd not exceedin g 1 ,500 mil es in 
le ng th; a nd 20 cents for each o un ce or fraction ther eof on each route or part t he r e­
of ove r 1,5 00 mi les in len gth , direct a ir mileage to. control in each case, with 5 cents 
for each oun ce or fraction of a n ou nce a ddition a l fo r each a ir mail zon e or part of 
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such zon e th e mail is carried ove r Government-operated air mail routes . Such post­
age in cludes any n ecessary transporta tion to and from the contract air m a il routes 
except by air mail. 

5. Specia l airpla n e sta mps a r e issued for the payment of postage on air mail , 
but ordinary postage s tamp may be used . All m a il intended t o be carried by air­
pl a n e should be pla inly m a rked in th e space immediately below the stamps and above 
t he a ddress " VIA AIR MAIL" or " VIA NIGHT AIR MAIL, " as the case m a y be. 
Envelopes of distinctive d~ i gn a pproved by the De pa rtm ent for a ir m a il m a y be 
u sed . 

6. The postage on a ll air mail should be full y prepa r ed in orde r to expedite 
its ha ndling, a nd postmast e r s s h a ll m a k e every e ffort to h a ve patrons pre pa y th e 
Cull a m ount on s uch m a t te r . Neverthe less, short-paid m a il intend ed to be carried 
by a irpl a ne shall , if it bear s a t least 8 cents pos tage, be r a t ed with the d efi cie ncy 
a nd dispatch ed as intended by t h e send er , t h e a mount du e to be coll ect ed on del iver y 
of t he m a tte r . 

NOTE .- The Gove rnm ent oper a t ed tra n scon t inen tal a ir m a il route is divided 
in to t hree zo nes, as follows: New York to Chi cago, Chi cago to Ch eyenne, a nd Chey­
enn e t o San Franc isco . 

On J an uary 27, 1926 th e new stamp was announced as follows: 

NEW 10-CEN'.r AIR l\IAIL STAl\IP. 

THIRD ASSISTANT POSTM AST E R GENE R AL 

·w ashin g ton , J a nua ry 27, 19 26. 

Pos tmaster s a nd other s connect ed with th e P ost a l Servi ce a r e n o tifi ed th a t the 
Depa rtm e n t is abo u t to iss u e a ne w 10-cent a ir m a il stamp in co nnec tion with the 
Pos tmas te r Gene r a l 's Orde r No . 38 17 , dated J a nu a ry 19, 19 26, a s published in the 
Postal B ull e tin of J a nu a r y 26. Thi s sta mp, intend ed prima rily for use in th e a ir 
m a il service, will be valid for a ll purposes for which postage sta mps of the r egular 
iss ue a r e used. 

A descr iption follows : 
Thi s sta mp is a horizonta l r ec ta ng le 75 / 100 by 1-8 4 / 100 in ch es in size a nd is 

p rin ted in blue ink . The centra l des ig n r epresents a m a p of the United Sta t es show­
in g some of the rivers a nd mounta in r a nges . On each s id e is a n airpla n e in flig ht, 
one tra veling east and the othe r towa rd the w est. Across the top of the stamp in 
white R o m a n let ters are the words " U nited States Pos tage" with the words "Air 
Ma il " direc tly ben eath . At the bottom of th e s t a mp in sha ded le tte rs is the word 
" Cents" a nd in both lower corners a r e th e white numerals "10 ." Orname nta l 
plastic brack e ts a ppear a t each s ide of the sta mp. 

The n ew a ir m a il sta mp will first be pl aced on sa le F ebrua ry 1 3, at th e post 
offi ces a t De tro it a nd Dearborn , Mi ch ., Chi cago , Ill. , Cl eve land , Ohio, and W ashing­
ton , D. C. They will a lso be placed on sale on this da te a t the Philatelic Agency, 
Divi s ion of Sta mps, Pos t Office Depa rtm ent , for the be ne fit of s tamp collec tors and 
deale rs. 

Postm aster s havin g n eed for the n ew 10-cent air m a il stamp may draw r equisi­
lio ns on a sepa r a te Form 3 201 for a n estim a t ed two months' supply. These r equi­
sitions will be fill ed a s promptly as production will pe rmit. 

R. S. REGAR, 
Third Assista n t Postmaste r Ge n er a l. 

Th e first contractor to be ready to fl y t he mail was th e Ford Motor Company 
whi ch had C. A. 1\I. (Contract Air 1\fail ) routes 6 and 7- Cleveland-Detroit­
Chicago and r et urn and th e first fli ght took place on F ebruary 15, 1926. Th e 
places, other than \Vashington, D. C. which wer e honored by first clay sale 'rer e 
all incidental to the F or d l\Iotor Company Contract r oute. 

Under t he r eg ul ations p romulgated by t he P ostmaster t he country had been 
divided into three zones, the first being up to 1000 miles, t he second up to 1500 
miles an d t he third above 1500 miles. The rates, per ounce or fraction th er eof 
" ·ere fi xed at lOc fo r 1"11 e first zone, 15 cents fo r th e second and twenty cents for 
t he t hird . Th e development of Con tract A ir 1\Iail was not very r apid and it was 
not un t il September 9, 1926 that t he Departmen t announ ced that it would issue 
a fifteen cent Air 1\Iail stamp to pay t he postage or second zone con t ract Air 
1\la il. 'L' he Official notice follows: 
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NEW 15-CENT AIR MAIL STAMP 

THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL 

Washington, September 11, 19 2 6. 

Postmasters and postal employees are notified that the Department is about to 
issue a new 15-cent a ir mail stamp for use primarily in connection with the con­
tract air-mail service, but valid for all purposes for which postage stam ps of the 
regular issue are used . 

This stamp is th e same shape a nd size, 0.75 by 1.84 inches , as the current 10-
cent air mail stamp a nd is printed in sepia. The centra l d esign represents a map 
of the Un ited States, showing some of the rivers a nd mountain ranges. On each 
side is an airplane in fli g ht, one traveling east and the other toward the west. 
Across the top of the stamp in white Roman letters are the words "United States 
Postage," with the words "Air Mail" directly ben eath. At the bottom of the stamp 
in shades num erals "15." Ornam ental plastic brackets a ppear at each side of t he 
stamp. 

The new 15-cent a ir mail stamp will first be placed on sale September 18 , 1926, 
at the post office at Washington, D. C., and for the benefit of philate lists it will a lso 
be placed on sale the same date at the Philatelic Agency, Division of Stamps, Post 
Office Department. 

Central and direct acco unting postmasters h aving n eed for th e 1 5-cent air mail 
stamp may draw requisition on a separate Form 3201 for an estimated two months' 
supply. These r eq uisitio ns will be filled as promptly after September 1 8 as pro­
duction will permit. 

R. S. REGAR, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General. 

On December 23, l 926 th e Postmaster General issued order No. 4961, 
effective February 1, 1927, making the Air l\Iail rate to all sections of ~· he 
conntry r egardl ess of distance, 10 cent::; per half ounce or fraction thereof. To 
provide a single :stamp to pay the Air .1\1ail charge on letter:; over a half ounce 
a new 20 cent was issued January 20, 1927. The deisign for this stamp as well 
as the 15 cent Air l\'Iail stamp wa:; tbe same as the ten cent ·with the necessary 
changes in the numerals of value and the color. 

These stamps having been is:sued especially fo r Air l\Iail, the Department 
desired to henceforth restrict their use as far as possible to matter dispatched by 
Air Mail and so noted it in th e official noti ce which follows: 

NEW 20-CF.N'.l' AIR MAIL STAMP 

THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL 

Washington, J an u ary 12, 1927 . 

Postmaster s and posta l employees are notified that, owing to the n ew rate of 
postage on air mail, effective February 1 , 1927 , the Department is abo ut to issue a 
new 20-cent ai r mail stamp. This stamp and other a ir mail stamps are lawfully 
valid for postage on any mail matte r but their u se should be r estrJcted, as far as 
practicable, to matter to be dispatched by air mail, for which they are specifically 
intended. 

This stamp is the same shape a nd s ize, 75 / 100 by 1-84 / 100 inches, as the cur­
rent 10-cent and 15-cent air mail stamps and is printed in g r een. The centra l de­
sign r epresents a map of the United States, showing some of the rive rs and moun­
tain ranges . On each side is an airplane in flight , one traveling east and the other 
toward the west. Across the top of the stamp in white Roman letters are the words 
'"United States Postage," with the words "Air Mail" directly beneath. At th e bot-

. torn of the stamp, in s h a d ed num erals "20." Ornamental plastic brackets appear 
at eac h s id e of the stamp. 

The n ew 20-cent a ir mail stamp will first be placed on sale January 25 , 1 927, 
at the post offices at New York, N. Y. , and Washington , D. C., and for the bene fit 
of philateli sts it will also be placed on sale the same date at the Philatelic Agency, 
Division of Stamps, Post Office Department. 

Central and direct acco unting postmasters h avin g need for the 20 -cent air mail 
stamp may draw requisition on a separate Form 3201 for a n estimated two months' 
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supply. These r eq uisit ion s w ill be fi lle d as p r o m ptl y after J a nuary 25 as produ c­
tion w ill permit. 

R. S. REGAR, 
T h ird Assistant Postm aster General. 

These being about twice the size of the ordinary stamp were p rinted in 
sheets of two hundred subjects, divided into panes by hori zon tal and vertical 
guide l ines. For convenience in handling the sheets were cut along the guide 
lines into panes of fifty and so issued. 

On l\fay 20, 1927, Charles A. Lindbergh, flying alone in the "Spirit of St. 
Louis" sent out for Paris and about thi rty three hours later made a perfect land­
ing at Le Bourget Fi eld, Paris, the first flyer to make a non-stop flight between 
the:;e two points . . There can be little doubt t hat th is feat did more to advance 
commercial aviation than any event since the days of the Wright Brothers ' 
first flight. When th e news of Lindbergh's safe arrival was broadcast throughont 
t he world it was the signal for un iver:;al joy and thanksgiving, though flying 
alone he carried with him th e prayers of th e entire civilized world whose admira­
tion he had won by his fearles:;ne:;s ancl modest behavior. H ere indeed was an 
answer to th eir prayers and each one felt the world to be a place more fair and 
humanity it:;elf wa:; glorified. 

NEW 
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THE CITY'S WELCOJIE TO U NDBERGH TOLD IN PICTURES- PAGES 5 AND 7 
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MILLIONS ROAR WELCOME TO LINDBERGH 
IN CITY'S GREATEST TRIUMPHAL PAGEANT; 

GOVERNOR AND MAYOR PIN MEDALS ON HIM 

Ne n ' Y ork Pa1•ers .Announce Lindbe 1·;.:.·h "s 1~:11uling· ;nul H is Ai·ri v al in A 111eri c n . 

J? ·ro111 the Dunhnr C ollec tion. 

Co urtesy "STAJl[PS." 

Th e enthusia:,;m, which r eached heig hts akin to religious f ervor, second only 
to that which greeted th e armistice in 1918 was greatest here in the United States 
where Lindbergh had been an Air Mail Pilot. It is therefore natural that a 
stamp in his honor be immediately suggested. Th e idea met with immediate 
approval and the new stamp was officially announced June 9, 1927, as follows: 

NEW 10-CENT LIN])B:t<JR GH AIR MAIL ST AMP 

TH I RD ASSISTANT POSTIVIASTER GENERAL 

Wash ington, June 9, 1927 . 

Postmaste rs and othe rs connecte d with the Postal Service are notifiea that the 
Department is about to issue a n e w 10-cent air mail sta mp in tribute to Col. Charles 
A. L indbe r g h, the intre pid a ir mail p ilot who made the first nonstop flight from New 
York to P a ris . 

T h is stamp is the sam e shape and s ize, 75 / 100 by 184 / 1 00 in ch es , as the cur­
rent 10-cent air mail stamp, which it will displace, and is printed in blue. It is in­
te nde d to cov er the first letter-mail r a t e of a ir mail postage . 
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The central design represents Lindber gh's airplane, "The Spirit of Saint Louis," 
in flight . Across the top of the stamp, in white Roman letters, a r e the words "Un it­
ed States Postage," with the words " Lindber g h Air Mail" directly beneath. At the 
left of the central design appears the coast line of the North American Continent 
with the words "New York" in small dark letters, and to the right appears the 
coast line of Europe, showing Ireland , Great Britain, and France, with the word 
"Paris ," a lso in small dark letters. A dotted line depicting the co urse of the fli ght 
to France connects the two cities. At the bottom of the stamp, in shaded letters , is 
the word "Cents" and in both lower corn ers are the white numerals "10." The 
stamp is inclosed within a str a ightline border. 

The n ew 10-cent Lindbergh a ir mail stamp will first be placed on sale June 18 , 
1927, at the post offices at St. Louis , Mo.; Detroit, Mich.; Littl e Falls , Minn.; a nd 
Washington , D. C. They will a lso be placed on sale on this date at the Philate li c 
Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office Department, for the ben e fit of philate lists 
and others who may be interested. 

The n ew air m a il stamps will be furnished other post offices as promptly as 
production will permit. Centr a l an d direct acco untin g postmasters having need for 
these stamps may draw r equisition on a separate Form 3201 for an estimated two 
months' supply. 

R. S. REGAR, 
Third Ass istant Postmaste r General. 

1'he date selected for the issuance of the Lindbergh stamp was "Welcoming 
Day" in St. Louis, th e home port of th e "Spirit of St. Louis." It was fir:,t 
issued in Detroit, Lindberg·h 's birth place. Little Falls, lVIinn., his home, St. 
Louis and Washington, D. C. 'f be stamp was so popular that about a year 
later it was issued in booklet panes of three. 'l'h e official notice follows : 

BOOl{S OF AIHMAIL S'l'AMPS 

THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL 

Washington, May 14, 19 28. 

Owing to the enormous demand for a ir-mail stamps in book form, the depart­
ment has d ecided to issue the Lindbergh a ir-ma il stamps in books containing six 
stamps, arranged in two sheets of three stamps each a nd interleaved with paraffin 
paper. 

The price of th e n ew books will be 61 cents each a nd they will be first placed 
on sale at Washington, D. C., on May 26, 1928 . Furthermore, on account of the 
Midwestern Philatelic Exhibition at Cleveland, Ohio , it has b een decided to in clude 
the sale of these books at Cleveland on May 26, which is the last day of exhibition . 

Direct and central accounting postmasters havin g n eed for air-mail stamps in 
books m ay draw requisition on Form 320 1, using the blank line provided und er the 
h eadin g "Books of stamps." These requisitions will be fill ed in the order of their 
receipt as promptly as production will permit. 

R. S. REGAR, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General. 

Th e report of the Postmaster General for t he fiscal year of 1927, dated 
November 1, 1927 mentioned the new ::iir mail stamps as follows: 

The 15c air mail stamp was made avai lab le a nd first 11laced on sale on Septem­
ber 1 8, 1 926, to m eet certa in zone rates on mail matte r delivered over contract a ir 
mail routes. The 20c a ir mail stamp was provided for use when the uniform rate 
on air mail matter of lO c per ounce or fraction thereof , regardless of distan ce, be­
came effoctive on F ebru ary 1, 1927. The designs on these stamps are identical and, 
except as to color an d designated numerals, conform to the description of the lOc 
air mail stamp given in this r eport for last year. The 15c air mail stam p was first 
placed on sale September 18, 1926 and the 20c air mail stamp on January 25, 1927, 
although there is now but little d emand for air mail stamps of t he 15c denomina­
tion under the present rates, i.he issu a nce of this stamp has not been discontinu ed. 

The change in the rates of air m a il matter, effective February 1 , 1927, e limi­
nated the need for the 8, 16 and 24c air m a il stamps previously required to meet 
some ra tes on the Government operated service betwee n New York and San Fran­
c isco. Accordin g ly, the sale of such stamps was discontinued and instructions w ere 
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issu ed to postmasters for all unsold air mail stamps in these denominations on hand 
in post offices to be r e turned for r ed emption . 

To comm emorate the first non-stop trans-Atlantic airplane flight of Col. Charles 
A. Lindbergh , a nd as a toke n of th e es t eem in which h e was held because of his 
e nviable r ecord as an air mail pilot in the service of the Department, a new 1 Oc air 
mail stamp bearing a d esign representing the Spirit of St. Louis in flight between 
New York a nd Paris was prepared and placed on sale June 18, 1927. Probably no 
n ew stamp ever issued has creat ed g rea te r public interest, and th e Department has 
been hi g hly commended for the prompt action taken after the ending of the flight 
to provide a special postage stamp in honor of this r ecord-making feat. 

After Lindbergh\; epochal fli ght , interest in Airmail in creased rapidly and 
it \nl :; soon pos:;ible to r educe the rate to five cents for th e first ounce or fra ction 
t lit•reof and ten cents for each add itional ounce. This new rate was to go into 
effect August 1928, and a ne\\· sta mp \\·as issued .Tuly 25; this was officially 
ann ounced as follom;: 

l\"EW 5-CENT AIR MAIL STAMP 

THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL 

Washington , June 19 , 1928. 

Postmasters a nd employees of the Postal Service are notifi ed that owing to the 
n ew rate o f postage on air m a il , effective August 1 , 1928, the Department is about 
to issu e a new 5-cent air m a il stamp. 

The n e w stamp is a horizontal r ectang le 1-3 / 3 2 by 1-15 / 3 2 inches in size and 
is printed in two colors, the outer border in red a nd the vignette in blue. The 
central desig n r epresents the beaco n lig ht on Sherman Hill , in th e Rocky Mountains, 
with a m a il plane in flight at the left. In a pane l at the top of the stamp are the 
words "U. S. Postage" in white Rom a n letters , and on ribbons directly beneath, sup­
ported by acanthus scrolls , are the words "Air" on the le ft and "Mail" on the right. 
Orna m ental designs appear in both corn ers and in both lower corners", within circles 
with dark back grounds, is the white numeral "5." A white bordered panel at the 
bottom of the stamp contains th e word "Cents" in white Roman letters. 

Th e n ew 5-cent air mail stamp will first be placed on sale July 25, 1928 , at 
Washington, D. C., and for the ben efit of stamp collectors the stamp will also be 
placed on sale the same date a t the Philatelic Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Of­
fice De partm ent. 

Centra l and direct acco untin g postmasters havin g n eed for the 5-cent air mail 
stamp may dra w requisition on a separate Form 32 01 for a·n estimated two months' 
supply. These requisitions will be filled as promptly a fter July 25 as production 
will permit. 

R. S. REGAR, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General. 

This stamp was printed in hrn colors, red frame and blue vignette portray­
ing· t he beacon on Sherman Hill in the Rocky l\Iountains. It was printed in 
sheets of one hundred subjects which \ms cut vertically into panes of fifty and 
so issued to postmasters. Th e report of the Postmaster General for the fiscal 
year of 1928, reported dated November 1, 1928 mentioned the new air mail stamp 
as follows: 

The new air mail stamp of the 5c denomin ation was issued to conform to the 
new rate of 5c on air mail matter not in excess of one ounce in weight, e ff ective 
August 1, 1928. The centra l des ig n of t he stamp represents the a ir mail service 
beacon li g ht on Sherman Hill, in the Rocky Mountains, with an a irplane in flight. 
To make t he stamp more distinctive, in addition to t he larger s ize, two co lors were 
used in t h e printing-red for the border an d blue for the centra l des ig n . The 5c 
a ir mail stamp was placed on sale July 25, 19 28 . 

Being a large bi-colored ;;tamp the cost was very high and in the latter part 
of 1929 it was unofficially announced that because of the excessive cost a new 
design would be prepared ~whi ch would be _printed in a smaller :;ize and in one 
color. 
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An .Air rn nil H:uulbill Prorn t h e Dunhat• Collection. 

Courtesy of "STAMPS." 

There was considerable delay in selecting a design for the new air mail 
stamp and it was not until January 1930 that the Third Assistant Postmaster 
General announced the new stamp as follo\YS: 

NEW 5 -CENT AIR MAIL STAMP 

THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL 

W ashingto n , Janua ry 25, 1930. 

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Se rvice are notified that t h e Depart­
m ent is a bout to issu e a n ew 5-cent air mail stamp to r e place the current bicolored 
stamp, issue of 1928. 

The new stamp is the same shape an d s ize, 75 / 100 by 1 84/100 inches, as the 
current 10 , 15 and 20 cent air mail stamps a nd is printed in purple. The central 
design is a r eproduction of the insi g nia of a n a ir mail pi lot, the g lobe with extended 
wings on e ithe r side , with a background of rays of li g h t. Upon the globe a r e the 
words "U. S. Air Mail." In a horizontal pa n e l across the top of th e stamp are the 
words "United States Postage" in white Roman letters and at t he bottom in an or­
nate pane l is the word "Cents." The white numeral "5" appears within c ircles in 
both lower corners. 

This n ew air mail stamp will first be placed on sale F ebrua ry 10, 19 30 , at 
Washington, D. C., and for the be n e fit of stamp co llec tors the stamp will a lso be 
placed on sale the same date at the Philatelic Agency, Divi s ion of Stamps, Post 
Office De partm ent. 

Stamp co llectors desiring first day can cellations of the n ew 5-cent a ir mail stamp 
m ay send a limited number of addressed env e lopes, not to exceed 25, to the Post­
m a ster at Washington, D. C., with a rem ittance to cover the value of the stamps 
required for a ffixing to the covers . 

Central a nd direct accounting postmasters h aving n eed for the 5-cent a ir mail 
stamp may draw r equisition on a SEPARATE Form 320 1 for an estimated two 
months ' supply. These r eq uisitions will be fill ed as promptly after February 5 as 
production will permit. 

F. A . TILTON, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General. 
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In the early part of 1931 the Bureau of Engraving and Printing received 
permission to print the current five cent air mail stamp on the rotary press to 
reduce the cost of manufacture. The new stamps were issued at the Philatelic 
Agency on August 19, 1931. These differed from the fiat plate issue in being 
perf 10~/2xll as well as being slightly longer. 

On June 8, 1932 it was announced that a new air mail rate would go into 
effect July 6, the same day as the increase in first class mail. 'l'wo days later 
the department made the following announcement relative to a new air mail 
stamp: 

AIR MAIL STAMPS AND STAMPED ENVELOPES 

THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL 

Washington, June 10, 1932. 

In the POSTAL BULLETIN of June 9, postmasters were notified that the post­
age on air mail matter would be increased to 8 cents for the first ounce and 13 
cents for each additional ounce , or fraction thereof, effective July 6, 193 2. 

Postmasters are further advised that the Department has taken no action to 
date to provide distinctive air mail stamped envelopes in the new denominations to 
conform to the revised rates , and requisition should not be submitted for 8-cent air 
mail stamps or stamped envelopes until so instructed. Until special stamps and 
envelopes are provided it will be necessary to meet the new air mail rates with ordi­
nary postage stamps or with the air mail stamps and stamped envelopes now in use 
in combination with ordinary stamps, as required. 

Postmasters will continued to keep 5-cent air mail stamps and stamped enve­
lopes in stock as required to conform to the local d emand until otherwise advised 
by the Department. 

F. A. TILTON, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General. 

The new eight cent stamp was not issued until September 26, 1932 which 
date bad been set aside for the laying of the corner stone for the new Post Office 
Building in Washington. The official notice follows: 

NEW 8-CEN'.r MAIL STAMPS AND STAMPED ENVELOPES 

THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL 

Washington, August 29, 1932. 

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are notified that the Depart­
ment is preparing to issue air mail stamps and air mail stamped envelopes in the 
8-cent denomination, to conform to the new air mail rate which became effective 
July 6, 1932. 

The 8-cent air mail stamp is of the same size, shape, and design as the 5-cent air 
mail stamp of the current issue, containing a reproduction of the insignia of the air 
mail service as the central design. No modification has been made except to sub­
stitute the denomination numeral "8" in the circular panel in each lower corner and 
to change the color to olive green. 

The new 8-cent air mail stamps and stamped envelopes will first be placed on 
sale at the post office in Washington, D. C., on September 26, 1932, and at other 
post offices where there is demand, beginning September 27, or as soon thereafter 
as distribution can be made. For the benefit of stamp collectors, the 8-cent air mail 
stamp will also be placed on sale September 26, at the Philatelic Agency, Division 
of Stamps, Post Office Department, Washington, D. C. Compliance can not be made 
with request for the preparation of first-day covers either in the Washington post 
office of the Philatelic Agency. It will be necessary to collectors desiring first-day 
covers of the new 8-cent air mail stamp or stamped envelopes to arrange for the 
service through private sources. 

Postmasters at direct and central accounting post offices may submit requisi­
tions on the proper forms for the 8-cent air mail stamps and stamped envelopes 
required, on the basis of an estimated 3-month supply. All requisitions transmitted 
prior to October 1 should be on a separate form with other items of stamp stock 
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excluded. So far as practicable, a dva nce shipment will be made on postmasters' 
requisitions in order . to have the n ew denomination air mail stamps or stamped en­
velopes available for sale on September 27. Should these stamps or envelopes be 
received prior to the authorized date, the postmaster will positively withhold same 
from sale until Septemb er 2 7. Postmasters will be h eld strictly accountable for any 
violation of this rule. Postmasters are also advised that all r equests for 8-cent air 
mail stamps and stamped envelopes r eceived in the Department prior to this an­
nouncement have been canceled and new r equisitions should be submitted for the 
stock desired . 

Postmasters at district post offices may obta in n eeded supplies of 8-cent a ir 
mail stamps and stamped envelopes by r equisition on the central accounting post­
master. 

F. A. TILTON, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General. 

Effective July 1, 1934 the air mail rate was reduced to six cents per ounce 
or fraction thereof. The decision to reduce the rate was made late in June and 
the new air mail stamp was issued just one day previous to the need for th is 
value. Like the six cent ordinary stamp it was printed in orange ink, the design 
being the same as the eight cent. The official notice follows: 

NEW ISSUE AIR MAIL STAMPS 

Washington, June 1 3, 19 34. 

Postmasters a1id employees of the Postal Service are notified that n ew air mail 
postage stamps * * * * in the 6-cent d enomination are now in process of 
preparation to m eet the public d emand in accordance with the r educed a ir mail r ate 
which becomes effective July l, 19 3 4. 

The 6-cent air mail postage stamp will be identical in size and design with the 
present 8-cent air mail stamp, th e only alteration being tha t of the denomination 
numeral to "6" and the color from olive green to orange. * * * * 

C. B. EILENBERGER, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General. 

.At the end of the fiscal year of 1934 .Air Mail history repeated itself when 
the Postmaster General announced that the Department would issue a new stamp 
which would pay both the airmail and special delivery fee . .As in 1918 this was 
to be 16 cent stamp. In the latter part of July it was announced that the n ew 
stamp would be issued on .August 30th at th e American .Air Mail Convention, 
Chicago. 'fhe official notice follows : 

SPECIAL-DELIVERY Affi-MAIL POS'.rAGE STAMP 

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service a r e notived that th e Depart­
ment is preparing to issue a special postage stamp in the 16-cent denomination for 
use on air mail matter in which provision is also made for special delivery. 

The new stamp is 84/100 by 1 44 / 100 inches in dimensions and is arranged 
horizontally. The stamp is enclosed in a narrow double line border and is printed 
in blue ink. The central subject is a r eproduction of the Great Seal of the United 
States of America. Across the top of the stamp are the words "Special Delivery" 
in white Roman lettering. On the sides of the stamp, arranged vertically, in white 
gothic are the words "U. S. Postage" at the left , and "Air Mail" at the right. Along 
the bottom of the stamp below the centra l design is the word "Cents" in white 
Roman, on either side of whi ch is the denomination d esignation " 16." 

The 16-cen t special-delivery a ir-mail stamp will be first offered for sale at the 
American Air Mail Society Convention Station, Chicago, Ill. , on August 3 0, 1934. 

Collectors desiring first-day cancellations of the 16-cent special delivery air­
mail stamp on that date may send addressed covers, not to exceed t en ( 10) to the 
Postmaster , Chicago, Ill., with a cash or postal money order remittance payable to 
the postmaster to cover the value of the stamps required for affixing. P ersonal 
checks and postage stamps will positively not be accepted in payment. Covers will 
be accepted from individual subscribers only and shall be addressed legibly with 
ample space left for the placing of the stamps. Compliance cannot be made with 
unusual requests such as the affixing of plate number blocks, etc. 

Requests for a supply of uncancelled stamps of this issue must not be included 
with orders for first-day covers . Stamps n eeded for mailing purposes should be 
purchased at the local post office, while stamps of se lected quality for collection use 
should be secured on mail order to the Philatelic Agency. 
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The 16-cent special-delivery a ir-mail stamp wiii be placed on sale at the post 
office, Washington, D. C., a nd the Philatelic Agency on August 31, and at other post 
offices as needed for mailing use, beginning September 1 , or as soon thereafter as 
production will permit. 

Collectors desiring covers with the Washington , D. C. cancellation on August 
31 may send a limited number of a ddressed covers to the postmaster under the rules 
specified herein. 

C. B . EILENBERGER, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General. 

lnsp ect iug t h e Nen · 1Hc _t\. i ruutil-S p ech1l ·u e Ji,·cry Stnn11•· 

The n e w 16 - c e nt a irma il- spec ia l d e li v e r y sta mp w e nt on t h e pre ss at t h e Bu r eau of 
Engraving and Printing, Tuesday, A ugust 21st a t n oon. 

Supe rinte nd e nt of th e D ivis ion of Sta mps Rob e rt E. Felle rs, Direc tor of t h e Bureau 
Alvin W. Hall and Presid e nt Franc is B. L e ech of th e Washington A i1· Mai l Society 
are s h own , le ft to r ig h t , inspe cti n g th e initial sh e tt s run. 

Courte sy of "STAMPS." 

This completes the history of the stamps prepared for use on our regular 
air mail service. Ther e was however another group of air mail which were 
issued for a special air mail purpo:>e via the Graf Zeppelin on its international 
"good will" flight. 

On April 3, 1930 it was officially announced that three new stamps would be 
issued to prepay the postage on postal cards and letters on the Zeppelin's Europe 
Pan American flight 'vhich wa:> to take place that spring. The official notice 
follows: 

"GRAF ZEPPELIN" Affi MAIL STAMPS 

THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL 

W ashington, Apr. 3, 1930. 

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are advised tha t the Depart­
ment is about to issue three special Zeppelin air mail stamps of 65-cent, $1.30, and 
$2.60 denominations, for use on mail matter carried on the Graf Zeppelin first 
Europe-Pan America round-trip flight , to be made early in May. 
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The stamps are the same shape and size as the current air mail stamps, 75 / 100 
by 1 84/100 inches, and are described as follows: 

The border design is the same for each stamp, with the necessary change of 
numerals r epresenting the value. At the top of the stamp in a straight line are the 
words "Graf Zeppelin" · with the words "Europe-Pan America Flight" directly be­
neath. At the bottom of the stamp in a dark panel appear the words "United States 
Postage" and within circles in both lower corners are the numerals showing the de­
nomination. 

The 6 5-cent stamp is printed in green and contains as the central design a rep­
resentation of the Graf Zeppelin in flight across the Atlantic Ocean in an eastward 
direction. 

In the $1.30 stamp the airship is similarly shown sailing westward with a par­
tial outline of the eastern and western continents on e ither side of the stamp. This 
stamp is printed in brown. 

The design of the $2.60 stamp shows the G1·af Zeppelin emerging from the 
clouds , passing a globe representing the earth, and traveling toward the w est. This 
stamp is printed in blue. 

The Graf Zeppelin stamps will first be placed on sale at the post office, Wash­
ington, D. C., on Apr. 19 , 19 3 0, and for the benefit of collectors the stamps will be 
placed on sale the same date at the Philatelic Agency of the Department. The 
stamps will also be placed on sale at the following additional post offices on Apr. 
21, 1930: 

Alabama-Birmingham, 
Arizona-Phoenix, 
Arkansas- Little Rock, 
California-Los Angeles, Oakland and 

San Francisco, 
Colorado-Denver, 
Connecticut-Bridgeport, Hartford, and 

New Haven, 
Delaware-Wilmington, 
Florida- Jacksonville, Miami, and Tam-

pa, 
Georgia- Atlanta and Savannah, 
Idaho-Boise, 
Illinois-Chicago, Peoria, and Spring­

field, 
Indiana- Fort Wayne, Indianapolis, and 

South Bend, 
Iowa-Cedar Rapids, Des Moines, and 

Sioux City, 
Nevada-Reno, 
New Hampshire-Concord, 
New Jersey- Jersey City, Newark, and 

Trenton, 
New Mexico-Albuquerque, 
New York- Albany, Brooklyn, Buffalo, 

New York, Rochester, Schenectady, 
and Syracuse, 

North Carolina-Charlotte, and Greens­
boro , 

North Dakota- Fargo, 
Ohio-Akron , Cincinnati, Cleveland, Co­

lumbus , Dayton, Springfield, and To­
ledo, 

Oklahoma-Oklahoma City, and Tulsa, 

Kansas- Topeka, a nd Wichita, 
Kentucky- Louisville , 
Louisiana- New Orleans, 
Maine-Portland, 
Maryland-Baltimore, 
Massachuse tts- Boston, Springfield, and 

Worceste r , 
Michigan- Detroit, Grand Rapids, a nd 

Lansing , 
Minnesota- Duluth, Minneapolis , and 
St. Paul , 
Mississippi- Vicks burg, 
Missouri- Kansas City, St. Joseph, and 

St. Louis , 
Montana- Helena, 
Nebraska--Lincoln and Omaha, 
Oregon- Portland, 
Pennsylvania- Harrisburg, Philadelphia, 

Pittsburgh, and Scranton, 
Rhode Island- Providence, 
South Carolina-Charleston, 
South Dakota- Sioux Falls, 
Tennessee-Chattanooga, Memphis , and 

Nashville, 
Texas-Austin, Dallas, Houston, and 

San Antonio, 
Utah-Salt Lake City, 
Vermont-Burlington, 
Virginia- Norfolk and Richmona, 
Washington-Seattle and Spokane, 
\Vest Virginia-Charleston and Wheel­

ing, 
~Tisconsin-Madison and Milwaukee, 
vVyom ing-Ch eyenne, 

Postmasters at the above post offices will be sent a supply of the stamps with­
out r equisition , together with special instructions in regard to the sale and account­
ing. 

This special issue will be limited to 1 ,000 ,000 stamps of each d enomination, 
which will r emain on sale at the a bove post offices until the d eparture of the Graf 
Zeppelin from Lakehurst, N. J ., on the return flight. The stamps then r emaining 
unsold will be recalled for d estruction. As soon as the above quantities are ·printed 
t he plates will be d estroyed and no additional printing a uthorized . 

The Graf Zeppelin stamps will be continued on sale at the Philatelic Agency of 
the Department until June 30, 19 30, for the benefit of stamp collectors. 

When these stamps are desired for collection purposes the remittance must in-
clude return postage and registry fee. · 
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Orders for Ze1>pelin stamps sent to the Philatelic Agency will be filled more 
promptly if other varieties of stamps are omitted. 

F . A . TILTON, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General. 

"GRAF ZEPPELIN" EUROPE-PAN AMERICA ROUND FLIGHT 

SECOND ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL 

Washington, Apr. 3, 1930. 

In conn ection with the first Europe-Pa n Am erica round flight to be made by 
the Graf Zeppelin, starting on or after May 10, 19 3 0, from Friedrichshafen, Ger­
many, via Seville, Spain, and P ernambuco, Braz il , to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil , thence 
back to Pernambuco, thence to Lakehurst and r eturn to Friedrichshafen via Seville , 
arrangements have been made for sending by the flight mentioned, both from Fried­
richshafen to Lakehurst and from Lakehurst to Friedrichshafen, ordinary letters 
(not exceeding 1 ounce in weight ) a nd post cards mailed in this country and prepaid 
with United States stamps. A special cachet will be used on such le tters and post 
cards dispatch ed by the Graf Zeppelin from both Friedrichshafen and Lakehurst. 

The r a tes (postage plus fee for the air dispatch ) applicable for dispa tch from 
New York to Friedrichsh a fen by the ordinary means, then ce by the Graf Zeppelin 
to Lakehurst, N. J . (via Seville-Pernambuco-Rio de J aneiro-Pernambuco) a nd from 
Lakehurst by the United States domestic air mail service , where available , to the 
office of destination in this country are: 

$2.60 for each letter. 
$1. 3 0 for each single post card. 

Articles for this dispatch should be m a rked "Via Friedrichshafen and Graf Zep­
pelin to Lakehurst" a nd be sent under cover to the postmaster at New York (so as 
to r each New York not later than Apr. 3 0), after being properly prepaid. If the 
special issue Zeppelin stamps (see notice of the Third Assistant Postmaster General 
in the Bulletin in this connection) a r e not available at the office of mailing and are 
desired a money order, made payable to the postmaster at New York, to cover the 
r ate a pplicable as above stated s hould be sent in t h e same cover . 

The rates ( postage plus fee for the a ir dispatch ) a pplicable for dispatch by the 
Graf Zeppelin from Lakehurst to Seville or Friedrichshafen are: 

$1.30 for each letter. 
6 5 cents for each single post card. 

Articles for this dispatch may be addressed for delivery in this country or any 
European country and should be marked "Via Graf Zeppelin, car e Postmaster, Lake­
hurst, N. J." and be d eposited in the ma ils in r egular course in time to r each Lake­
hurst before the Graf Zeppelin depa rts for Europe. Further information as to the 
date of departure will be announced la te r . Such of these articles as are addressed 
for delivery in this country will be sent back from Germany by the next steamer and 
will be dispatch ed from New York by the United States domestic air se rvice, when 
practicable, to the offi ce of d es tination . 

As in the case of articles for the dispatch mentioned first above, if the special 
issue Zeppelin stamps are desired and are not obtainable at the office of mailing, a 
money order , made payable to the postmaster at New York , to cover the rate appli­
cable should be sent under special cover, with the article to be mailed to the post­
master at New York. 

The Graf Zeppelin will also carry mail from Friedrichshafen, Seville, Pernam­
buco, and Rio de Janeiro , on which the rates as shown below must be prepaid with 
stamps issued by each country concerned: 

Friedrichshafen to Seville, German stamps, reichsmark 2 ( 0.50) 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco, German stamps, reichsmark 4 ( $1.) 
Friedrichshafen to Rio de Janeiro , German stamps, r e ichsmark 4 ($1. ) 
Friedrichshafen to Lakehurst, German stamps, reichsmark 10 ($2.50) 
Seville to P ernambuco, Spanish stamps, peseta 8 ( $1.) 
Seville to Rio de Janeiro , Spanish stamps, peseta 8 ( $1.) 
Seville to Lakehurst, Spanish stamps, pese ta 20 ( 2.50) 
Rio de Janeiro to Pernambuco, Brazilian stamps, milreis 5 ($0.60) 
Rio d e Janeiro to Lakehurst, Bra zilian stamps, milreis 10 ($1.20) 
Rio d e Janeiro to Seville, Brazilian stamps, milre is 20 ($2.40) 
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Letters and post .cards for prepayment with fore ign stamps at the rates shown 
in the preceding paragraph and for mailing and dispatch by the Graf Zeppelin from 
one of the foreign offices mentioned in that paragraph should be sent under cover 
to the special representative of the Graf Zeppelin in this country, F. W. Von Meister, 
578 Madison Avenue , New York , N. Y. Such letters and post cards should bear the 
name and address of the addressee and the return address of the sender and be 
marked in addition "Via Graf Zeppelin from ......... . .. (place of departure) to 
. . . . . . . . . . . . (place of arrival)." 

With such artic les sent to Mr. Von Meister should be sent a certifi ed check or 
money orde r in United States curre ncy to prepay the articles at the rate applicable . 

Articles to be prepaid with German stamps for dispatch from Friedrichshafen, 
or with Spanish stamps for dispatch from Seville should be mailed in time for de­
livery to Mr. Von Meister not later than Apr. 28 . Articles to be prepaid with Bra­
:zilian stamps for dispatch from Brazil should b e mailed in time to reach Mr. Von 
Meister not late r than Apr. 2 6 . Such articles will be sent by Mr. Von Meister to 
the agents of the Graf Zeppelin at the different foreign offices named for the appli­
cation of the proper stamps and delivery to the postal authorities. 

The arrangements here in set forth have been made as a matter of convenience 
to stamp collectors. Dispatch by the Graf Zeppelin is not guaranteed. 

Registered mail will not be accepted for this flight . 

As noted in the official notice, these stamps r emained on sale at various post 
offices until after the r eturn flight, the r emainders then being returned to 
Washington. On June 30, 1930, the sale of these stamps was discontinued at 
the Philatelic Agency and the remainders destroyed. 

In 1933 th e Graf Zeppelin planned a trip to th e century of Progress Expo­
sition then being held in Chicago. On August 19, 1933 Postmaster General 
James A . .B~arley announced that a special 50 cent stamp would be issued to pay 
the postage on letters not exceeding a half ounce in weight. 'fhe official notice 
follows: 

GRAF ZEPPELIN SPECIAL ROUND FLIGHT TO CEN'.rURY 
OF PROGRESS EXPOSITION 

SECOND ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL 

Washington, September 21, 1933. 

The German airship Graf Zeppelin will start on or about October 14, 19 33 , from 
Friedrichshafen via Brazil, to the Century of Progress Exposition at Chicago and 
return to Europe. 

The proposed schedule of the flight is as follows : 

Lv. Friedrichshafen, Germany . . . .. ... . ...... 10 p. m. Oct. 14 
Ar. Pernambuco, Brazil .. . . ... . .. .. .. . ...... evening Oct. 17 
Ar. Rio de Janeiro, Brazil . ... . .. . . . . . ..... . .. 6 a. m. Oct. 19 
Lv. Rio de Janeiro , Brazil . . .. .. .. . .... .. .. 6.30 a. m . Oct. 19 
Lv. Pernambuco, Brazil . . . . . . . . ... . ... ...... 11 p. m. Oct. 20 
Ar. Miami, Fla ... . . . .... . ....... .. . .. ..... morning Oct. 23 
Lv. Miami, Fla. . . ... . .. . ... . . . . . . .. ..... . ..... . . . O.ct. 23 
Ar. Akron, Ohio . . . .... . . .. .. . . . .. ... .... . .... . ... Oct. 24 
( 1) . . . . . . . . .. . .... ......... . . . ......... . ... .. ....... . 
Lv. Akron, Ohio .. .... . .. . .............. .. . ... . .. . Oct. 28 
Ar. Seville, Spain . . . ..................... . ..... . .. Oct. 30 
Ar. Friedrichshafeu, Germany ....... .. . . .... . .... .. . Oct. 31 

1 20-24 hour flight to Chicago and return to Akron between 
Oct. 25 and 27. 

These dates are 
only approximate 
due to technical 
reasons of refu­
eling at Akron. 

Arrangements have been made for sending unregistered letters and post cards 
addressed for delivery in this country or abroad and prepaid with United States 
stamps by the flight from Friedrichshafen to this country as well as within this 
country and on the return flight. 

The same rates will apply, as shown below, whether the articles are addressed 
for delivery in this country or in foreign countries. 
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From U. S. A. by ordinary means to Friedrichshafen, then by Graf Zeppelin to-
Rate 2 

Rio de Janeiro or Pernambuco, Brazil (mail addressed to U. S. A. returned 
from Brazil by teamer . .. .. .... .. . .. . . ........... . ... ...... .. $0.50 

From U. S. A. by ordinary means to Friedrichshafen, then by Graf Zeppelin to­
Miami, Florida . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00 

From U. S. A. by ordinary means to Friedrichshafen, then by Graf Zeppelin to-
Chicago, Ill., or Akron, Ohio . . .................................... 1.50 

From U. S. A. by ordinary m eans to Friedrichshafen , then by Graf Zeppelin to-
U. S. A. (via Brazil) and back to Europe (Seville, Spain, or Friedrichs­

hafen) (mail addressed to U. S. A. will be r e turned from Europe by 
steamer) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.00 

2 Postage plus air fee for each single card or, in the case of letters, per ¥.! oz. 

Letters and post cards for this dispatch should be marked "VIA GRAF ZEP-
PELIN, Friedrichshafen to .. ...... . . " and be sent under an outer envelope, prop-
erly prepaid at the regular rate of postage, to the postmaster, New York, N. Y., in 
time to reach him before noon on October 4, 19 3 3. 

The specia l rates above listed for the dispatch by the Graf Zeppelin may be pre­
paid ,at the time of mailing with regular United States postage stamps. However , 
if the special issue Graf Zeppelin stamps are desired to be used for prepayment, a 
money order payable to the postmaster at New York for the amount necessary should 
be enclosed with the le tters and post cards. 

WITHIN THE UNITED STATES. 

From Miami, Fla. to-Akron, Ohio, or Chicago, Ill. ............... $0.50 
From Akron, Ohio , to-Chicago, Ill. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50 
From Akron, Ohio, to-Akron, Ohio (round trip) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50 
From Chicago, Ill. , to-Akron, Ohio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50 

RETURN FLIGHT. 

From U. S. A. (Chicago or Akron) to Seville , Spain, or Friedrichs­
hafen , Germany . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50 

· Letters and postcards for this dispatch should be marked "VIA GRAF ZEPPE-
LIN Miami (or Chicago, or Akron) to . . .... .... " and should be sent under an 
out~r envelope, prepaid at the regular rate of postage, to the postmaster (at Miami, 
Chicago, or Akron, as the case may be) from whose office the articles are to be 
dispatch ed by the Graf Zeppelin, in time to reach him before the Zeppelin is due to 
depart, as shown in the above schedule. 

These last-mentioned special rates may also be prepaid with regular United 
States postage stamps or a money-order payable to the postmaster at Miami ( or 
Chicago or Akron, as the case may be) may be sent with the letters and post cards 
to prepay these special rates with the special-issue Graf Zeppelin stamps. 

It is to be specially noted that letters and post cards to be dispatch ed by the 
return flight should be sent only to Chicago or Akron. 

L etters and post cards for dispatch by the Graf Zeppe1in must show in the up­
per left-hand corner of the address side, the return card of the sender-that is, his 
name and complete address. A clear space should be left in the lower left-hand 
portion of the address side for the impression of the special cachet which will be 
about 2 by 2 inches in size. The mail will be back-stamped after the air dispatch 
is over. 

Persons inquirmg as to the rates and conditions applicable to letters and post 
cards to be dispatched on the Graf Zeppelin from Germany and Brazil, prepaid with 
stamps issued by those countries, should be referred to the special United States 
representative of the Graf Zeppelin, Mr. l<'. W. Von Meister, 354 Fourth Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 

Notice concerning the special-issue Graf Zeppelin stamp will be published by 
the Third Assistant Postmaster General. 

W.W. HOWES, 
Second Assistant Postmaster General. 
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SPECIAL GRAF ZEPPELIN AIR MAIL STAMP 

THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL 

Washington, September 21, 1933 . 

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are advised that the Depart-
1nent is preparing to issue a special Graf Zeppelin stamp in the 50-cent denomina­
tion, for use on air mail matter carried on the flight of the Graf Zeppelin to the 
Century of Progress Exposition, to take place in October, 1933. · 

The stamp is the same shape and size as the current air mail stamp, 75 / 100 by 
1 84/100 inches. The central design is a representation of the Graf Zeppelin over 
the Atlantic Ocean. To the right appears the hangar at Friedrichshafen, and to the 
left is shown the Federal building at the Century of Progress Exposition. Across 
the top of the stamp appear the words : "United States Postage," in solid Roman 
letters, and immediately underneath are the words "A Century of Progress Flight" 
in small gothic type. In a large oval with dark background below the central de­
sign is the denomination designation "50c" in white lettering. The stamp is en­
closed in a border formed by two narrow parallel lines. 

The special Zeppelin stamp will be one sale at the following post offices until 
after the completion of the flight: Miami, Fla.; Chicago, Ill. ; New York, N. Y., and 
Akron, Ohio, to conform to mailing requirements as specified in the accompanying 
notice of the Second Assistant Postmaster General. The stamp will be first placed 
on sale at New York on October 2 and at the remaining designated offices as soon 
thereafter as circumstances will permit. 

The postmasters at the above post offices will accept addressed covers from col­
lectors for dispatch on the Graf Zeppelin between such points as may be desired, 
the covers to be accompanied by a postal money-order remittance for the value of 
the stamps required to be attached. Covers intended for mailing from Friedrich­
shafen must reach the Postmaster, New York, not later than October 4. 

For the benefit of stamp collectors, the new 50-cent Zeppelin stamp will be 
available for purchase from the Philatelic Agency, Post Office Department, begin­
ning October 5, 1933. The Agency will not, however, prepare covers for mailing on 
that date. To receive prompt attention, orders to the Philatelic Agency for the new 
Zeppelin stamp should be limited to this single item. Remittances must include 
allowance for return postage and registration. 

As the special Zeppelin stamp is being issued solely for use on mail matter car­
ried on the flight of the Graf Zeppelin to the Century of Progress Exposition, sup­
plies thereof will not be issued to post offices except as provided above. 

C. B. EILENBERGER, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General. 

These stamps were made especially for nse on Air mail via the Graf 
Zeppelin and were not intended for ordinary air mail and used copies are not 
common. Being really made for stamp collectors there were no straight edges. 
The stamps were printed from two hundred . ubject plates divided into panes 
by horizontal and vertical guide lin es. After the sheets had been perforated, 
including the gutters containing the horizontal and vertical guide lines, they 
were torn along the guide lines into panes of fifty and so issued. 

The issuance of these four stamps subjected the Department to considerable 
criticism. It was claimed that the bulk of the proceeds went to a foreign concern 
and the stamps worked a hardship on American collectors. It is not likely that 
such a special issue will be repeated in the future. 

(To b!' continue d.) 
The Advance Program for the 
1936 International Philatelic Exhibition 

is now available . For copies address Admiral Frederic 
R. Harris, 27 William Street, New York, N . Y . 



C OLLE C TORS C L U B PHIL A TELIST 

T'he Collectors Club Philatelist 
Published Quarterly by THE COLLECTORS CLUB, 

H. L. LINDQUIST, Editor 
Office of Publication. 104 Academy Ave., Federalsburg, Md. 

Editoria l and Execut ive Offices, 30 East 42nd St. , New York City. 

1 8 7 

Subscript~on Rates. $2.00 per Year i1Sh dDVERTISING RA.TES UPON REQUES T 
Single Copies $1.00 qof7 

Entered as second-class m a tter July 5, 19 27 , at the Post Office at Federalsburg, 
Maryland. under Act of March 3, 1879 . 
THE 1936 INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC EXHIBITION 

The advance progr am of the Third International Philatelic Exhibit ion, to 
be held in New York from May 9th to May 17th ; 1936, bas now been thoroughly 
circulated and eVf~ry reader of the Collet.tors Club Ph·ilate z1:st should have r e­
ceived one. 

Consider able interest has already been shown in the classification of ex­
hibi ts, which p r esen t a .modification of both the American and the European 
systems, which have been developed during th e past few years. F ormerly the 
r esear ch, specialized and gen eral collections of all countries wer e grouped to­
gether under their r espective heads, very often in widely separated p arts of the 
exhibi t ion hall, but now under this new plan the exhibits of any one count ry 
will be found under one classification and in one location. 

Undoubtedly there will be many oth er corn;tructive suggestions that will be 
submitted as a result of this first prospectus and these will be carefully consid­
er ed by . the committee in charge and th e r esults submitted in the next prospect­
u s, which will probably be r eady by the fall mon ths. 

As we have previously announced, th e patron of th e exhibit is th e Honor­
able Franklin D . Roosevelt, Presiden t of the United States, who himself is an 
activf' collector and a member of th e Collectors Cl11.b and other philatelic organi­
zations. Th e Honorary President is Charles I1athrop P ack, who also headed the 
1926 show, and the H onorary Vice-Presi dents a re Col. E. H. R. Green and John 
N . Luff. 

The Active Officer s and the Directing Committee are Alfred F. Lichtenstein, 
Chairman ; J . J. Klemann , Jr. , T..iaurence B . Mason and Arthur E . Owen, Vice­
Chairmen; Th eodore E. Steinway, 109 W est 57th St. , New York, N. Y., Treasur­
er , and Rear Admiral l<""' r ederic R. Harris, 27 William St ., New York, N. Y ., 
Secretary. The other member s of the Committee are Hugh lVI. Clark, John A. 
Klemann, H. L. fondquist, and Charles J. Phillips. 

Regional Vice-Presidents have been appointed fo r the various sections, as 
follows : New York S tate--John H. Aspinall, Edvvard S. Knapp, H enry C. Need­
ham, F errars H . Tows. New E ngland States-Alfred R. Brigham, Judge Robert 
S. Emerson, H enry P. Lapham, Charles K. B. Nevin . Middle States-John H. 
Clapp, Major T . Charlton H enry, Harry L . ,Tefferys. Soiithern States-Carter 
Glass, Jr., M. H. ,Tudd, Gustave l\I. Mosler , Senator 'fhomas H. Pratt. Central 
States-Hon. Harold C. Brooks, Saul Newbury, W. G. Saxton, Oscar A . Schenck. 
W estet·n States-William H . Crocker, H enry C. Hitt, A. H . Wilhelm. Hawaii 
- Frank C. Atherton. 

The Jury has only par t ially been selected , and those who have already given 
their consent to act ar e as follows : Dr. Carroll Chase, of France ; Dr. Emilio 
Diena, of Italy; Robert S. Emerson, United States; L . B . Gatchell, United 
States; Benjamin Goodfellow, England ; T . Charlton H enry, United States ; A . 
Philipp Mendoza, l\Iexico; Dr. T akaharu Mitsui, J apan ; Dr. H erbert Munk, 
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Germany; Abraham Odfj ell, Norway; R. F. A . Riesco, England; Dr. Mario de 
Sanctis, Brazil ; Theodore E. Steinway, United States; Nils Strandell, Sweden; 
Alfred W einberger , Czechoslovakia; Sir John Wilson, England. 

There are of course many features of the E xhibit ion still to be announced, 
and these will be r eleased to the philateli c press as they develop. 

The 1936 International Exhibition will undoubtedly set a new standard for 
exhibitions of this kind. There will be plenty of r est rooms scatter ed throug·hout 
the exhibition, and r estaurants ~will be provided so that collectors can spen d 
their full day th ere in comfort. Even though there is still a full year before the 
Exhibition will t ake place, meetings are held weekly and much progress is being 
made, which is being reported r egularly in the press. 

TRANSLATIONS FROM THE KOHL HANDBOOK 

With this issue we are very pleased to r esume the publication of transla­
tions from th e Kohl Handbook. 'l'he present section devoted to the stamps of 
the Danish W est Indies is due to the cooperation of l\Iichael Miller of Baltimore 
and will run for about three installments. W e are keenly desirous of securing 
translations of other sections and solicit th e cooperation of our r eaders in sup­
plying them. 

AUCTION SALES AT THE COL,LECTORS CLUB 

Since the 1st of January, 1935, ther e have been held 22 successful auction 
sales in the rooms of th e Collectors Cl11l>. W e hope that more of our dealer 
members will make use of our faciliti es in the fut ure. The Collectors Club 
rooms offer ideal quarters for deal er s contemplating auctions, and reservations 
can be booked by addressing the Club or phoning the Club office at Vanderbilt 
3-0640. 

THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF STAMP CLUBS 

The Board of the National F ederation of Stamp Cliibs has now been or­
ganized and consists of the following members, all of whom are active members 
of the Collectors Club, and numerous other leading philatelic organizations: 
H. L. Lindquist, General Chairman; l\fax G. J ohl, Vi ce-Chairman; Arthur W. 
Deas, General Secretary; George R. l\L Ewing, Treasurer; and A. E . Owen, 
Director. 

With the organization of the Board, the F ederation is now in better posi­
tion to conduct its activities and is growing in prestige and strength continu­
ously. 

THE PHILATELIC EXHIBITIONS AT 
LONDON AND AT BRUSSELS 

The writer had the pleasure and privilege of attending the very wonderful 
exhibition held at the Royal Philatel,ic Society rooms in London during the 
Silver Jubilee celebration, followed by the equally splendid exhibition in Brus­
sels known as the "SITEB " . Reports of both of these exhibitions appear else­
where in this issue. 

H. L. LINDQUIST. 



COLLECTORS CLUB PHIL ATELIST 189 
TRANSLATIONS f ROM 

KOH L'S HAN.DBo°K 
fJJ!L Vr. 7f erhert Wunk 

The translations appearing und e r this h eading a r e all origina ls pre pared under th e 
auspices of the Collectors Cl u b, who hold the copyright for the English translations and 
who r eserve all rights for r e publication. Suggest ions for future translations are always 
welcome as well a s crit icisms on any of the translations that may appear. Furthermore 
we want to know whe ther or not this work a ppeals to our m e mbe rs. L e tters pertaining 
to this subjec t should b e address ed to Alfre d F. Lichte nste in , P. O. Box 994, City Hall 
Station, N ew York City. 

Copyright 1929 by the Coll ectors Club . 

Danish West Indies 
1 dollar=lOO cents; since 1905 : 1 Franc= 100 Bit 

Translated by MICHAEL MILLER. 

Prices: The prices guoted in tl1 e original text have been converted on the 
basis of 4 marks to 1 dollar. In the early issues Scott catalog values have been 
placed in ( ) whenever the,v arr different. As to the bi-colored stamps Scott 
valurs have not bern added, because the clifferrnt printings are not sufficiently 
distinguished. 

By the Translator: Kohl's Handbook is a reference work combined with a 
catalog and, therefore, the authors have often limited themselves to abbreviated 
notes and sentences, which we have follow ed. ·writing on a technical subject 
and endeavoring to be meticuloi1.sly care ful in their statements, many of th~ 
German sentences were too complex in their constriwtion for the average English 
reader unless they we1·e broken itp, with the resiilt that the translator in those 
instances departed from a liteml translation. The text, nevertheless, has been 
carefiuly followed and this explains the rather stilted sentences which we have 
retained at times in order to g1>ve the exact meaning of the statement involved. 
Constant notations in the text-see there, compare there, compare and see above 
and/ or below--were freqiiently omitted beca.use of the obvioiis and close conti­
nuity, bid always inserted wherever important. Where reference was made to 
a page for Denmark, that niimber was inserted which refers to the corresponding 
page of the Denmark translation by Dr. Loreck, and piiblished in the C. C. P. 

EDI'fORS: Ch. Holm, A . Peterson, .J. Spohr.-T1ITERATURE: For Koe­
:foed and Hanciau see Denmark; the section by Hanciau on Danish West Indies 
is found in Gibbons Stamp W eekly IX, pp . 279, 423; X pp . 77, 173, 269.­
Further: Am. J. 1902 p. 42-43 and p . 64-67, also the same year, p. 128 ff: J. M. 
Bartels, 'fhe Latest Discoveries in the Stamps of the Danish West Indies (Ger- · 
man translation in D. B. Z. 1902 No. 6) .-As to all of the type differences and 
issues, see C. J . Phillips in Gibbons M . .J., XII p. 228.- As to STEAMSHIP 
stamps, see: T.-P. 1896; also H. Lee: 'l'he Locals of La Guaira, etc., and S. R. 
'furner: The Jesurum Issue of the Packet Locals of La Guaira, in "The Record 
of the Philatelic Students Fellowship" Part I, 1908, and Part IV, 1914, respec­
tively; (privately printed, a translation of the work of Lee is in Mitt. Kohl 1910 
No. 4). Further discussion by F. Griebert in Grieb. Ph. N. 1914, Nos. 1-4.-As 
to HAP AG stamps see Kohl 3Iitt. 1910 Nos. 7, 8 and Ph. Z. l 9~4 >,To. 1. 
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.Additions by Translator : G. A. Hagemann-Dansk Vestindien, N. F. T., 
1927, 1. (transl. by A. E. Pade. C. C. r . 1927 No. 8, p. 125-corrected illiistra­
tions, p. 172) . F. T . Il.. and E. A. G. Caroe .- Denmark and Danish W est ln­
dies: "th1:ck" frames on the 'issues of 1870 to l878, S. L., XX, 266. Michael JYiill­
er: Inverted frames of Danish 1-Yest I nclies , C. 0. P., VII (1928), 135. G. A .. 
Hagemann : 1.>ansk Vestindies typiske afstemplinger, N . . F. T. 1927, p. 198; 
(transl. by A. E. Pade, C. C. P., VII (1928), 140). F errars H. Tows: Addi­
tional cancellations of the starn7JS of Danish West Indies, C. C. P., VII, 142. 
Michael Miller: Danish West Indies Bisects, Arn. P., XLIII (1929), p. 224. G. 
A. Hagemann: The Stamps of the Danish West Indies, (Copenhagen 1930). 
B. W. H . Poole and J. M. Bartels : United States Virgin Islands, (Portland, 
Me., 1.917). 

The colony of Danish West Indies is composed of the islands of St. Thomas, 
St. Croix and St. ,John. In compliance with the Postal Decree of July 10, 1855, 
an order was issued, effective November 10th, which inaugurated its own postal 
administration with public post offices located in Christiansted, Fredericksted, 
St. Thomas and St. Croix. Until that time all the incoming mail was delivered 
through the custom-offices. The postage for inland mail was uniform regardless 
of distance at the rate of 4 cents for each Danish Lod, or fraction thereof, 
(Lod = 15,625 grains) but only 3 cent;; per Lod if stamps were affixed. Also 
here, like in the mother country, the use of stamps was not obligatory (with few 
exceptions-see below ), nor the pre-payment for any kind of mail delivery; 
however, there was a discount of 25% from the rate by the use of stamps, and 
like in Denmark, this discount was 8~ % higher if a sheet of 100 stamps was 
bought. (A whole sheet of ~o. 1 cost $2.75 instead of $3.). In consequence, 
here in the colony, exactly as wa8 the case in Denmark, the franking with stamps 
was prohibited on all letters and parcels with the '' franco'' notation, but it 
seems that all the rigorous r egulations of the act mentioned by us (Denmark p. 
50) were never permitted to be enforced here. By the ordinance of Aug. 30, 
1861, the discount of 8 ~ % was granted on the purchase of only twenty 3c. 
stamps, and this allowance by ordinance of June 14th, 1877, was further extend­
ed to the other values which had appeared in the interval. 

(Notation by Translator : The Danish lod was equal to a half 01ince. The 
Decree of Jiily 10, 1855 was promiilgated by his Majesty, King Frederick VII 
and extended the Law of JYiarch 11, 1851 for Denmark to the Danish West-India 
Possessions. The Ordinance of A.ng. 30, 1861 made fnrther modifications and 
both were given at Skodsborg. The Ordinance of J idy 14, 1877 (correct dafo) 
however, was passed by the Colonial Co1incils of St. Thomas, with St. John and 
St. Croix, and approved by royal decis·ion. Th e volmm·nous Decree and subse­
quent Ordinances are set oid in fiill, in the appendix. 

With packets and other artieles a differentiation was made between light 
(letter) mail and the heavy (parcel ) post, the former including parcel pack­
ages up to 32 Lod was subject to the usual franking rate, but the charges for 
packets wrapped in cross bands up to 8 lod and not containing ·writing matter 
was only 4 cents per lod (or a 3 C. stamp-see above). (Correction by trans­
lator : one rate of 4 cents, or one stamp, for the unsealed packets iip to 4 lod and 
two rates above 4 lod and not ea.:ceeding 8 lod.). There was a special rate for 
the heavy parcel post, and besides a tax, the cost was regulated according to 
weight, size and value. For the registration, you had to pay a special fee of 7 
cents in addition to the regular postage. All registered mail (and all letters 
above 8 Lod) had to be prepaid, presumably in cash, just as was done in the 
mother country, until a 7c. stamp was is8ued for the newly introduced rate, a 
decade later. 
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For the transportation from one island to the other in the colony, the Postal 
Administration had a regular steamer service at its disposal, but upon its re­
quest, all Danish ships had to carry mail for the islands, as well as for Denmark, 
without receiving any compensation for it. ·within the colony itself, however, 
you could send all mail from one Danish port to another by private merchant 
ship, but the latter had to deliver all such mailing matter to the post office, or 
custom-house office, respectively, immediately upon arrival at the port. 

(Translator: Full details as to the latter in § 16 and 17 of the Decree.) 

The use of stamps was at first permitted only within the colony, but later 
was extended to Denmark. In the latter event, the postal rate was three times 
the inland rate when forwarded through Danish vessels. Foreign mail was re­
quired to be paid in cash at the rate of 4 cents per lod or when postage stamps 
were used, then a 3c. stamp per lod. Thus are explained the desirable covers 
franked with stamps of Danish West Indies in combination with foreign stamps 
(most of these from U. S. A. ) . Not until Jan. 7, 1871, were stamps permitted 
for foreign mail also. 

'l'he transatlantic mail, even after 1855, was chiefly forwarded by English 
lines. (Official mail carriage to Europe through Danish ships though pos­
sibly existing since 1855 was in actual practice but little used ) . The Royal 
Mail Steam Packet Company,. which from time to time was subsidized by Eng­
land and Denmark, had already established in 1837 a port of call at St. Thomas 
for their vessels between America and Europe. No doubt in close connection 
therewith , a postal agency was established, lasting until 1877 (Entry into the 
Universal Postal Union), which used the current British stamps, generally can­
celled with a special bar cancellor C 51 inside a horizontal or an upright oval 
(two types) adjoining the town cancellation. A second ship connection was 
provided in March 1868 by the British owned Spanish Mail Packet, to which 
was assigned the oval bar cancellation D 26 (see Lond. Phil. 1922 p. 7). Single 
examples of British stamps, found with the cancellations C 51 or D 26, are given 
by Gibbons (of which D 26 are scarce, although not necessarily from St. Thomas, 
as indicated above). Predicated on an agreement with Germany, a regular 
shipping and postal connection with the West Indies was announced on March 
26, 1871, and established by means of the Hamburg-American Line, whose ful­
cnim was first at Trinidad and from 1872 was at St. Thomas. Moreover, letters 
from St. Thomas were despatched through French, American, and, at rare in­
tervals, Italian ship-lines (see "cancellations" ) . Danish \Vest Indies joined 
the Universal Postal Union on Sept. 1, 1877. 

In the early days the forwarding of mail to Venezuela, from within the 
West Indies, had been carried on by private steamers. In November, 1863, the 
government . of Venezuela closed a contract with the Scotchman, Robert Todd, 
by which his steamer "Captain Todd," beginning ,July 1864, was to carry let­
ters and packets from the Venezuelan ports--IJa Guiara and Porto Cabello-to 
the important junction of St. Thomas. The steamer sailed semi-monthly on 
stated days from St. Thomas to La Guiara (port for Caracas), from there to 
Porto Cabello, and then returned to St. Thomas, so that on the 12th and 28th 
of the month, the ship always arrived at St. Thomas, the terminal of the over­
seas steamships. Only when necessary, that is to take on passengers, did the 
steamship stop at Curacao on its return trip. About the end of 1865, both the 

· steamer and the contract passed to the firm of .T. A. Jesurum and Sons, in 
Curacao. After the ''Captain Todd'' had stranded at St. Thomas, in 1868, the 
J esurum firm put a new ship, the '' Honfleur, '' in service, and about this time 
reorganized the postal service in such a way, that Curacao was established as a 
main station of the regular mail service. About the end of 1869, the ship and 
postal service finally passed into the ownership of the firm of Cameron Mc-
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Cauley and Company, in St. Thomas, which carried on until the end of the 
service, about the middle of the 70 's. 

Todd and the successors to his rights, to whom the government of Venezuela 
through th eir contract of 1'\oY. 1863 had turned oYer the postal prerogatives 
for the ship line Venezuela- St. Thomas, put out a series of stamp issues, which 
according to all indications seemed to have been used even by the governmental 
post-offices of Curacao and La Guiara and sometimes in St. Thomas, and pos­
sibly by th e aboYe noted British postal agency in St. 'rhoma s. Detailed catalog­
ing of these under Venezuela , whereunder th e~- belong. As early as ,July, 1864, 
two differ ent types of stamps \Yere issued by this st eamship line ; th e issue desig­
nated in Centavos wa s only used in V t?n ezucla for newspaper forwarding. 'rhe 
issue in th e other type was made in Reales and there were but two denomina­
tions, each p rinted in two differ ent color s, because the value of the r eal at that 
time 'ms differ ent in St. Thomas and in Vencztwla. The stamps % R. rose r ed 
and 2 R. green were good only in Ven ezuela for postage to St. Thomas, and, re­
versel~' , th e % R. blue and 2 R. ~ ·ell ow only in St. Thomas for postage to Ven­
ezuela. A new issue put out by the .J esurnrn firm in 1869, showing the new 
steamer "Honfleur " over the initials of th e firm (so called .T esurum issue) , was 
used within th e whole circuit of th e company's postal activities- that is, in 
Venezuela, St. Thomas and Curacao. Th erefore , of the steam-ship stamps, those 
of th e J esurum issue were also used in St . 'l'homas, while those of the illus­
trated design in % R. blue and 2 R. yellow only in St. Thomas. 

I ssu e f or St. 'rhonu:us 
('\", n . blue, 2 n . yellow ) 

Hapng S t.nn1p Gen e r.al 
.Jes un11n I ssu e 

The Hapag (Hamburg-Amerika-Paketfahrt-Aktien-Gesellschaft, that is, the 
Hamburg-Amnican Packet-boat Joint Stock Co.) established in th e 70's one or 
more ship connections within the West Indies after the removal of their head­
quarters from Trinidad to St. Thomas, which not only ran to the Antilles ports 
(e. g . those of Haiti), but also certain ports of Venezuela, of Columbia and 

even several Central American Republics, and established a regular postal con­
nection between them. (By observation of letter-marks on the Hapag mail it 
may be concluded that several steamers of the Hapag were put into its West 
Indies service ) . For this inter-insular, sometimes inter-colonial or international, 
postal service the Hapag issued, at the latest in the spring of 1875, the illus­
trated 10 cent stamp (the ordinary local charge ), the frame of which is divided 
by diagonal lines into 4 fields (corresponding to the colors of the Hapag, a blue 
field on both sides and a yellow one above and below) . On it the inscriptions 
appear in black, while the round center contains the arms of the Hapag-an 
anchor with a laurel wreath, in colorless embossing. (Sheets: 10x8 stamps, the 
4 outer margins imperf orate, otherwise perf. 13; white paper, the unused copies 
mostly glazed; middle embossing often indistinct and not centered.) The stamps 
were in stock in all Agencies of the Hapag, and for their account issued to the 
public. (A copy of the stamp was later pasted in the Jubilee Story of the 
Ilapag. ) Price: $3.00 

Up to this time the following letters with Hapag stamps are known: From 
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Cape Haiti to Port au Prince; from St. Thomas to Port au Prince, to Puerta 
Plata, to Porto Cabello, to Caracas, to Panama; from Caracas to Trinidad and 
from Cucuta (by way of the Venezuelan harbor, Porto Cabello) to Baranquilla. 
From these last two it appears that the Venezuelan postal authorities operated 
directly with the Hapag just as they had with Captain Todd (see above). In 
the Seybold collection there appeared a letter with ·British as well as Hapag 
stamps, but since this same letter was from Liverpool first addressed to St. 
'fhomas, and only from there was delivered by the Hapag post to Puerta Plata 
as new mail, there is no way of proving that the British post was operating 
jointly with the Hapag W est Indies local post. On the contrary, if we did not 
know that at this time an English ship connection direct to Puerto Plata was in 
existence, one could almost be led to believe that the letter had been sent to a 
''middleman'' in St. Thomas, because the English postal agents in St. Thomas 
did not send such letters direct to the Hapag post for forwarding. To a certain 
extent r eversing that already given, the following case is also known: The firm 
of Jolting in Cape Haiti had to forward a lot of foreign letters (probably to 
Europe) through an English ship-post. The nearest English ship-poste connec­
tion was at Port au Prince, up to where, in turn, postal connections existed 
through the Hapag. All letters were gathered into a post package( as it is done, 
for example, in China and elsewhere ) , which was sent through the Hapag post 
to a firm in Port-au-Prince, and the latter instructed to deliver the individual 
letters, contained in the packet envelope, to the English post. This procedure 
was evidently chosen for the sake of economy as the franking charge of the 
Hapag post was comparatively high at 10 cents ( 5 pence). A.t any rate, for 
letters which had to be forwarded, first of all by the Hapag post, and then had 
to be forwarded by the English post, recourse was taken to a middleman, who 
saw to it that the letters thus received through the former post were delivered 
to the latter. Since the local post of the Hapag in the West Indies was patently 
organized for the purpose of directing all mail intended for over-seas, from all 
the West Indian .mail lines to a central point of the Hapag, and the latter was 
to a certain extent, in competition with the two English ship lines, the question 
still remains, whether and in what way, the English post co-operated with the 
Hapag local post. On the contrary, it is not impossible that individual agencies 
of the Hapag in the West Indies also used the German Imperial stamps. A.t 
least there appeared in the I. B. J . 1877 (p. 75 ) the current German stamps of 
the 5 and 25pf. values with the cancellation "La Guaira 9/ 3 uber Colon" (and 
a blue P. P. cancellation). 

In St. Thomas the use of the Hapag stamps ceased on the entry of the 
Danish West Indies into the Universal Postal Union on September 1, 1877, but 
in the ports of those countries which later joined the Universal Postal Union, 
like Dominican Republic and Venezuela not until 1880, or like Haiti and Co­
lumbia not until 1881, their use might have continued until that time. The 
cancellation on letters out of St. Thomas was made by means of a 5-ring can­
celler with a dot in the center (just as in the case of stamps in the colony) ; 
otherwise, by ink crosses· or by the business hand-stamps of the different Hapag 
agents. Besides pairs on letters, we find in possession of a Paris owner, a strip 
of three on a letter from St. Thomas to Caracas. 

Finally, the Royal Mail Steam Packet Co. (see above) for 
its local use in the West Indies, which, according to Moens, is 
supposed to have been limited to the route from St. Thomas to 
Panama, also issued in the 70's a 10 cent stamp, typographed 
in carmine rose and perf. 121/2, like the adjoining example, 
with the company's flag in the center, which until now we 
have never seen on cover, while the used loose copies mostly 
show mere ink cancellations. On a letter formerly in the col­
lection of C. Schmidt (St. Petersburg) the stamp was can- ste•~~~Y;:,:~~!1 co. 
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celled with a lozenge-shaped cancellation, according to a statement of the own­
er. According to M6ens the same stamp was not issued in blue. 

Quantity Issued, Remainders, Dates of Issue 

In contrast to Denmark, whenever new stamps or values appeared in the 
Colony, those replaced were not generally used up as soon as possible, but were 
at once withdrawn and the remainders were burned up immediately or at a later 
period. For this reason the number issued, as published by Koe£ed, and other 
official sources, respectively, do not give in most intances a correct picture of 
the actual degree of rarity of the individual issues of the stamps. Moreover, in 
the case of those stamps which were later used in the colony itself for the crea­
tion of surcharged copies, these provisionals are also to be deducted from issues 
of the original values as published by Koefed. A harp line of demarcation be­
tween mere withdrawal and actual ''invalidation'' in the Danish West Indies­
as with Denmark, is largely not possible by reason of the published orders. The 
older dates of issue as far as they are predicated on Koefed 's statement, have 
been by us generally assumed to be one or two months later than had been pre­
viously thought. The fact that Koe£ed does not state a date of issue in the case 
of the two provisionals (our Nos. 13 and 14) created before 1900 in the Colony, 
proves sufficiently that he, in the case of the Danish West Indies, designates 
with his expression '' udsendt'' the shipping of the stamps from Copenhagen 
instead of their actual date of issue in the colony. (On the other hand, the lack 
of a date of issue in the case of Nos. 12 and 13 proves that both surcharged 
stamps were created in the colony.) 

Sheets, Margin Watermark, Margin Imprint 

Just as was done in Denmark, all stamps, excepting Nos. 37-39 (see there ) , 
were generally 100 stamps to a sheet when they reached the post-office, where­
fore we have ordinarily given the number issued in sheets, and not in single 
stamps. For details see p. 52 (Translator: Denmai·k). As to the arrangement 
of watermarks, i. e. W 1, W 2 and W 3, on the one hand, and W 4 on the other, 
and as to marginal watermark of the former and the marginal imprint on the 
latter, respectively, what was said for Denmark (p. 53) applies. 

Cancellations 

Mute cancellors were used for cancellation: at first a five-ring cancellor 
with a dot in the center, then a four-ring cancellor (ostensibly also a three-ring 
cancellor) with clear center. (Translatorr : The clear three-ring cancellor was 
used at St. Thomas and at St. Jan.). Only Kingshill used a four-ring cancellor 
with a thick dot in the center. (Translator : This was also used at St. Jan.) 
Town cancellors ( Christiansted, Fredericksted, St. Thomas, St. Jan and Kings­
hill), which previously had been used rarely or by chance, only became common 
as means of cancellation beginning with the 70's. In cancellation blue was also 
used. Occasionally, American or French ship cancellations (the latter also 
red) are found; Spohr also found an Italian cancellation of April 28, 1898, on 
Danish West Indian stamps. 

1855 (end). Design 1. Steel engraving by 
A. Buntzen, colored typography by H. H. 
Thiele, Copenhage n, on yellowish-white 
hand-made paper, with diagonal wavy, 
brownish burelage , at first (I) from lower 
right to upper left, later (II) from lower 
left to upper right. Watermark W 1 ; im­
perf. D 1 Wl 
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I. W a v y lines of the burelagc from lowe r right t o upper left (1855) 

1 I I 3 C. dark carmine, carmine I 
I 

I A. Colorless g u m 
B. Yellow g u m (1855) 

I C. Dark brown g u m ( 1 860) 
1$1 6.25 ($20.00) $12.50 ($10 .00) 
i 1 2.50 ( 15.00) 1 8.75 ( 13 . .'iO) 

II. \ Vavy line of t h e bnrelage from lower l eft t o upper rig ht (1867) 

1 II 13 C. carmine, carmine rose, Colorless g u m 
A. T hick paper, colorless gum 

5.00 
6.25 

4 .50 
5.00 

4.00) 

According to Koefoed, No. 1 was first "udsendt" Nov. 10, 1855. Since this 
date, according to the above statement, is to be taken as that of the fir st deliver y 
in Copenhagen and as the sheets of the same were still ungummed before their 
issue, it must have been at the earliest at the end of December instead, before 
No. 1 came into use. Total issue: 5000 sheets. 

As to sheet arrangement (lOxl O stamps), watermark W 1, margin water ­
mark and wavy burelage pattern, see Denmark p . 53 and 55. In the lower cor ­
ner squares are found control marks (for which seep. 55 ) , viz. : in the left square 
the figure 3, in the right square, the letter C. Furthermore, there is found, as 
on the stamps of the mother-country of similar design, as engraver's mark, the 
initial "B" of the engraver, in the lower right of the wreath opposite the lower 
right caduceus. 

Gum: the (brownish) yellow gum B and the dark brown gum C were ap­
plied in the colony, while the colorless gum A came fro.m Copenhagen. Both 
of the Colonial gums, according to Gr. H. d. Ph. I, p . 468, are thus explained:­
the sheets of the first issues were gummed alike in Copenhagen, but while in the 
damp ships hold on the journey to the tropics, they became stuck together so 
that almost all had to be soaked in water and, after washing off the Copenhagen 
gum, regumming was necessary. For that purpose one part of the issues was 
given to the druggist F. Benzon, in St. Croix, who applied the more yellowish 
gum B ; another part was r eceived by the druggist Riise (according to Hanciau 
likely in St. Croix, although he was also in St. Thomas), who used the dark 
brown gum C. As a result of the different colors of the gum, the printed color 
of the stamps was also toned differently. 'l'he stamps with the yellow gum are 
said to have been first in use, those with the dark gum only from 1860 on are 
they known to be used. 

(Translator: In a supplement later published by Kohl's Handbook, the 
same authors have this to say ab01tt the giim on No. 1 stamp and we deemed it 
advisable to insert it here.) 

We have been informed by the son of the druggist Riise, Herr General 
kommissar Riise, that his father never lived in St. Croix (as stated by Han­
ciau), but only in St. Thomas (as we surmised) . More important still is the 
statement of Herr Riise, that the light yellow gum B was applied by his father 
and the brown gum by Benzon, with which the former statement made in the 
Gr. H . d. Ph. also agrees; that Riise bad separated the sheets, dried them and 
"coated them with the best gum arabic of a color as clear as that of water," 
whereas Benzon used ''brown gum only. '' 

Burelage I and II: Besides the gum, the No. 1 stamps are further differen­
tiated in that on the older issues the wavy lines of the burelage run from lower 
right to upper left (I), while on the later ones, on the contrary, they run from 
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lower left to upper right (II). Until then it had been assumed that the stamps 
with the gum B and C always had the burelage I while those with the colorless 
Copenhagen gum always bad burelage II. On the basis of comprehensive ma­
terial, partly coming from the Ferrari collection, J . Spohr in the Nord. F. T. 
1924, No. 9, has proved that stamps with the white gum A are also known with 
the earlier burelage, although rarely, (No. 1 IA ) ; and lately such stamps have 
come to light. These stamps (rare! ) must, therefore, come from sheets of the 
first delivery that were not damaged in transit and, hence, did not need to be 
regummed in the colony. 

No. 1 II is found with private roulette, about 4lh. The same was first an­
nounced in the philatelic press of 1871, therefore one year before the issue of 
the perforated stamps. Price: -- $25. The stamps are said to have been 
withdrawn in May, 1872, after the issue of No. 3. 

1872 (About April). Design 1. Print, burelage (rom lower le ft to upper right) 
and control marks, as before, but now perforated 12 % . Medium thick, also de­
cid edly thick paper, with watermark W 1. 

Paper: A. Medium B. Thick 

213 C. a. carmine rose 
b. rose · 

5.00 (6.00) 6.25 (6.00) 5.00 6.25 
5.00 (6.00) 6.25 (6.00) 

Total issue: 2500 sheets, but the remainders were burnt in 1873. The Spohr 
collection contains a right marginal block with full sheet margin, which is un­
perforated on the right margin (Line perforation ) . 

18 7 3 (Feb. ? ) . D. 1. New value. Print, etc . as before, but without burelage 
and without control marks (Engraved as before). Various tough paper with wat­
e rmark W 1 ; perf. 12% . 

Paper: A. Thin I B. Medium I C. Thick I Fz.Imp. (B) 

314 C. a. ultramarine 
b. dark ultramarine 
c. dull blue 1

25.00 31.25 I 15.00 18.75 I I 
11.25 13.75 11.25 13 .75 50.00 

20.00 25 .00 11.25 13.75 11 .25 13.75 50 .00 

Fzl. Horizontal pair, center imperf 50.00 
(Corrected. Original t ext says v ertical pair) 

As the date of issuance, Hanciau states January 1, but according to Koefoed 
the stamps, already long ordered, were finished and forwarded not until the 
beginning of 1873, because engravers and printing-offices were busy in 1872 with 
the productions of stamps for Iceland. According to this, the stamp could have 
been first issued at the end of February.-Total issue: 2500 sheets, though the 
remainders, which were rather large as indicated by the short period of use of 
No. 3, were burned in 1873 after the appearance of No. 6. 

Sheet arrangement, watermark and marginal watermark, as before; the 
stamp is also found with the inverted watermark. Both the errors of perfora­
tion, Fz (price for pairs are given) and Fz 1, originate from a partly imperfo­
rated sheet which passed the Control Office unnoticed. An imperforate hori­
zontal pair with the full upper margin, and a vertical pair, imperforate be­
tween, both unused, were in the 6th Ferrari Auction. 

(To be continued.) 
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THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
30 East 42nd Street 

OFFICERS 
President--Laurence B. Mason 
Vice-President and. Secretary­

Arthur W. Deas 
Treasurer- George R. M. Ewing 

New York City 

TRUSTEES 
Alfred F. LicMenstein, Chairman 
The0dore E. Steinway 
Laurence B. Mason 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

Class of 1935 
Artpur W. Deas 
Max G. Johl 
Arthur E. Owen 

Class of 1936 
Clarence W. Brazer 
Fred eric R. Harris 
Harry L. Lindquist 

Class of 1937 
George R. M. Ewing 
Edward S. Knapp 
Charles J. Phillips 

Honorary Life Governor: John N. Luff. 
Librarian: Harry M. Konwiser . 
New Members 

1363 F. A. Be igne, Montreal , Can. 
1364 W. A. Grafton, Montreal, Can. 
1365 A . P. Vanier, Montreal, Can. 
136 6 A. H . Vincent, Montreal, Can. 
1 367 G. M. LeHain, Montreal, Can. 
13 68 H. Labelle, Montreal , Can. 
1369 J . W. Yuile , Montreal, Can. 
1 370 A . Kingman, Montreal, Can. 
1371 W. T. Stewart, Cincinnati, 0. 
1372 0 . E. Draudt, Marion, Ind . 
13 7 3 A. R. Rowell, Oakland, Calif. 
1374 H. Bedford-Jones, Palm Springs, 

Calif. 
13 7 5 L . G. Brookman, Minneapolis, 

Minn. 
1376 F . A. Newman, Miami, Fla. 
1 377 C. I. Crowell, New York, N. Y. 
1378 Emil Fried, New York, N. Y. 
1379 A. H. Murchison , Long Beach, 

Calif. 
13 80 Vincent Domanski, Jr., Philadel-

phia, Pa. 
1381 John B. Thayer, Haverford, Pa. 
1382 Alfred B. Levy, Philade lphia, Pa. 
1383 H. T. Harris, Washington, D. C. 
1384 C. W. Brown, Flint, Mich. 
1385 C. N. Allen, Hanover, N . H. 
1386 H . S. Chamberlin, Washington, D. 

c. 
1386 H. S. Chamberlin, Washington, D. 

c. 
1387 S. T. Betts, Jr., Skaneateles, N. Y. 
1388 Ben K. Ford, Westfield, N. J. 
1389 H. B. Bell, Plainfield, N. J. 
1390 Geo. C. Slawson, New York. 
1391 J. T . Arms, Fairfield, Conn. 
1392 L . B. Gatchell, Bronxville, N. Y. 
1 393 L. W. Gerber, Tamaqua, Pa. 

Correction 
We regret that the name of one of our 

members was inadvertently omitted from 
the membership list in the J anuary issue 
and the following should be added: 
Wm. S. F. Pierce, Philadelphia, Pa. 
'.l.'HE U.S. SPECIALIZED CATALOG OF 
FIRST DAY COVERS, 1935, Leo Au­
gust, 510 S. 18 St., Newark, N. J. 
Price 25 cents. 

A 28 page booklet very useful for this 
type of collectors. 

IWCKET AIRMAIL STAMPS. F. W. 
I\:essler, 485 Ocean Ave., Brooklyn, 
N. Y. Price 50c. 

The above is a specialized Catalog on 
the Rocket Post of 51 pages with illus­
trations accompanying the description. 
A worthwhile addition to any philatelic 
libra ry. 

STAMPS AS AN INVESTMENT. R. D. 
MacGuffin. Publ. Diehl, Landau and 
Pettit, New York City. 

This is a New and Enlarged Edition 
valuable to beginners and advanced col­
lectors and d ealers. The listings include 
19th and 20th century stamps from num­
erous countries as to their rise in value 
within certain periods. 

BREMEN and HANNOVER, by Otto E. 
Stiedl. Publ. Fritz Billig, Vienna, I, 
Herrengasse 6 / IV. Price 6 and 8 
Aust. Schillings Resp. 

These two booklets No. 2 and 3 con­
tain 16 and 2 4 pp. respectively, with 
numerous illustrations showing the orig­
inal as well as the forgery. Helpful to 
co llectors. 
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Evenings at the Collectors Club 

EXHIBITION BY PROFESSIONALS. 

The meeting on April 3, 19 3 5 was de­
voted to an Exhibition of rare stamps by 
Professional Members of the Club and 
an exceptionally large number of mem­
bers were present. 

Charles J. Phillips filled three frames 
with Mint U. S. from 1893-1910 rarities, 
which included many of the imperforate 
varieties of perforated stamps, oddities 
and other items seldom seen. Among 
the items noted were Columbian blocks 
of 4 of the $1, $3 and $4. A strip of 6 
of the 1902 2c, one pair of which was 
rouletted. A complete set of the 19 08 
blue papers plus blocks of 4 of the 3c 
and 15c and a block of 8 of the 2c. Of 
the 1894 unwatermarked I noticed 3 
blocks of 4 of the $1, one block type I, 
one of type II and the third block of two 
vertical stamps being type I, and the 
other pair being type II . 

Robert Lau1·ence showed a wonderful 
lot of Confederate stamps from the Wal­
cott collection, including practically 
three-fourths of all the provisional 
stamps listed . Other outstanding items 
were the Athens pair of 5c tete beche; 
Baton Rouge 2c unused; one used and 
two errors of the 5c. There was a Beau­
mont lOc and a Telico Plains 5c and lOc, 
and a pair of the 5 and 10 se-tenant. Of 
the Knoxville there was a 5c red and a 
5c black envelope and of the Danville 
one 5c cover and one lOc cover. Gon­
zales was represented by one black and 
by one garnet on cover. Independence 
by lOc on cover. There was the famous 
copy of the Livingston 5c blue and in the 
Memphis the rare 2c used and singles 
and blocks unused with a 5c on a patri­
otic cover and another on an envelope. 
Mobile was represented with two covers 
having pairs of the 5c and 5 copies of 
the 2c. There also was a Memphis pair 
on a patriotic cover. Another item was 
a reconstructed sheet of 10 of the Pet­
ersburg including a pair, and the exhibi­
tion closed with Tuscumbia 5 and lOc 
on covers and the famous Nashville 5c 
pair and 2 singles and two beautiful 
copies of the 1 Oc green. 

Clarence W. Brazer selected pages of 
U. S. 1869 Essays and Proofs, explaining 
the chronological order in which they 
were produced, including several colors 
of each denomination of large die proofs, 
submitted by the National Bank Note 
Company with their bid as examples of 
the designs they proposed to furnish, 
each having small numerals. The next 
stamp was represented by the small 
numeral essays of complete sheets. Af­
ter the colors were selected and the num­
erals enlarged, large die proofs were ap­
proved in correct colors and India paper 
proofs taken from the unhardened plate 
for proof reading purposes in normal 
colors. These were shown in a block of 
50, containing many double transfers. 
The cardboard proofs were arranged by 
dates of emission and included the 5 
colors exhibited by the P. 0. D. at the 
Atlanta Exhibition in 1881 in which set 
on thin cardboard the Bi-colored high 
values were shown in 1 2-15 combina­
tions. There were many experiments for 
the first Bi-colored stamps, including 
trials on safety check paper and surface 
colored papers. The changes in the 6c 
design was also first intended for the 5c 
value and the three different designs for 
the lOc denominations as well as the 
cover designs for the 3 O and 9 Oc stamps 
were perhaps the most interesting part 
of the exhibit. -H. M. K. 

U. S. DEPARTMENT STAMPS 

On Wednesday, April 17th, last, the 
following members showed Department 
Stamps before a good attendance. 

Edward S. Rnapp, Stamps on covers. 
In his opening remarks Knapp said that 
the colors had been selected as appropri­
ate to each Department: Agriculture, 
Orange for grain ; Navy, Blue for the 
sea; Justice, Purple as emblematic of 
Justice, and so on. 

The most valuable cover was the one 
from the Ackerman collection, which 
Bartels had secured from a dealer in Ger­
many about 1920. This is addressed to 
"The American Public Library, Stutt­
gart," and is franked with the following 
State Department stamps, one $ 2.00, 
seventeen of the 30 cents and one 10 
cents . A very rare and possibly unique 
cover is Executive 2c and 3c used to 
London, England. Also another Execu­
tive 3c on cover. 

Knapp drew attention to the rarity of 
Agriculture stamps on covers, saying 
most of these were used to farmers and 
destroyed. He showed two le used on 
one cover. 

A very interesting cover is one frank­
ed with a Treasury 12c and 15c, Bank 
Note issue, dated Sept. 1882. The his­
tory of this is amusing. Knapp bought 
it for $6.00, showed it to H. Clark, who 
said he could get a fancy price for it, 
and tempted him to sell it at $250.00 to 
a well known Boston collector. Some 
time afterwards this collection was sold 
and Knapp repurchased this fine cover 
for $100 .00. 

Another very interesting cover with a 
history is the State 6c with letter inside 
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from Levi P. Morton, then Ambassador 
in Paris. He writes about the Garfield 
Memorial in Cleveland and suggests that 
a collection of stamps be placed under 
the foundation stone, which was done. 

Among other rare covers was, War 2c 
plus 7c, th e latter very rare. Navy 2c 
plus U. S. 1879, 3c green, used to Pana­
ma. Interior 12c plus 24c to Kansas. 

Charles J. Phillips showed selected 
pages from a famous collection he re­
cently purchased , including State $2 .00 
(3 ) , $5.00 (2), 10.00 (3), $20.00 (3), 
and full uncut sheets of the t en varie­
ties of th e $10 .00 and $20 .00, also a 
State $5.00 ca n celled "Approved Dept. 
of State ." 

Mint blocks included, Navy 24c and 
90c; War 1873 , 3c and 6c. 

Inte r esting varieties such as cracked 
plates , doubl e prints, and short trans­
fe rs . A selection of stamps with enor­
mous margins all round, and a few 
scarce cancellations , such as Danbury 
H a t on Treasury 90c. Death 's Head and 
Cross Bon es on Interior 3c. Blue Ma­
sonic on P. 0. 3c, and so on . 

C. \V. Brazer showed a superb com­
ple te collec tion of mint singles, eomplete 
sets of "Specimen" stamps except the 
State $5.00 , $10.00 and $20 .00. The fol­
lowing errors "SEPCIMEN" : Agricul­
ture l e and 2c ; Justice l e; Post Office 
l e; W a r 2c and l e in a comple te shee t 
of one hundred, being the 11th stamp 
on the sheet , also Post Office le Speci­
men inverted . 

Sta te Proofs. Shee ts of t en each of 
t h e $2 .00 , $ 5.00 , $10.00 and $20 .00, 
showing how ea ch sta mp can be plated 
by the diffe rence in the value blocks. 

Brazer a lso gave a very inter esting 
ta lk on th e history of the manufacture 
of these sta mps and pointed out tha t the 
Continental Bank Note Co. were expect­
ed to print these stamps at pro rata cost 
with the m any millions they printed of 
the r egular issue. The Company claim­
ed th a t they w er e put to h eavy expense 
for numerous n ew dies a nd pla t es and 
eventually they w er e paid $ 300 .00 for 
each di e, and $150.00 for each plate, and 
for the whole of the Department stamps 
they r eceived $ 275 ,000 .00. 

S. Rich showed the old type collection 
fo rm ed ma ny years ago by his F a ther , 
th e we ll be loved Joe Rich. Som e pages 
w er e illustra t ed by views of diffe r ent De­
partment buildings in Washington, e t c. 

Rich a lso showed a small collec tion of 
ordina r y can cell a tions on Depa rtment 
stamps. 

- CH ARLES J . PHILLIPS. 

W e a r e indebted to R. J. G. Collins 
fo r first d ay covers of the N ew Zealand 
P ictoria l Sta mp, 19 3 5. 
VISIT OF THE COLLECTORS CLU"B TO 
RHODE ISLAND TO ATTEND THE 
50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
RHODE ISLAND PHILATELIC SO­
CIETY. 

The R. I. Philatelic Society was organ­
ized F eb. 2nd, 1885 and is thus the old­
est Philatelic Society in the United States. 

The Anniversary was celebrated on 
Apr. 23rd by a banquet at the Univer­
s ity Club , Providence, at which a dele­
gation from the Collectors Club w ere 
the guests of honor. The delegation was 
h eaded by L. B. Mason, President, and 
included C. W. Brazer, A . W. Deas, H . 
L . Lindquist, M. G. Joh!, C. J. Phillips, 
S. G. Rich and T . E. Ste inway, as well 
a s S. G. Brown from Glens Falls. 

Many other Clubs were represented; 
a mong old friends I noted A. R. Brig­
h a m , P . W. Savage and M. White from 
·worcester; C. A. Howes, Dan Kelleher 
a nd H. Wenzellberger from Boston; the 
R ev. A. T . Gesner and L. A. Hall from 
W a terbury; Col. Bartlett and Dr. Potter 
from New Bedford; H. P. Atherton from 
Springfie ld; Paul MacGuffin from Chica­
go; John Sherron from Westfield, and 
many others, over one hundred being 
present. 

A r eall y fin e banquet was served. The 
President of the R. I. Society, Mr. A. W. 
Claflin , ac ted as Chairman, and after 
g r eetings from the r epresentatives of the 
other socie ties, during which some 
la ughter was caused when Lindquist said 
h e must speak for the Hot Stove L eague , 
a nd Judge Emerson capped this by say­
in g that h e thought that " The Fox Club" 
ha d been overlooked , so as a m emb er he 
a dded their congratulations. 

The m eeting was then turned over to 
L . B. Mason , who called upon the dele­
gates from the Collectors Club to show 
th eir exhibits with more or Jess brief 
descriptions. 

'l 'heoclore E. Steinwa~· showed a superb 
lot of the stamps of the Free City of 
H a mburg and the Duchy of Mecklen­
burg . Among these ma ny inter esting 
cancella tions both on a nd off covers , such 
as " F.P" for Foot Post, ca n celation of 
Bergedorf, Hamburg and Mecklenburg. 
H e pointed out that when the stamps of 
Mecklenburg Strelitz wer e in use there 
wer e only 94,000 inhabitants, and genu­
ine used , especially on cover , are exceed­
ing ly rare . One of th e rarities shown 
wa s a 2sch blue carried by the Prussian 
P . 0. in H a mburg, which Dr. Munk says 
is uniqu e. 

H . L . I~indquist showed his fin e collec­
tion of Gua t emala, including some very 
rare earl y issu es on covers a nd sing les 
a nd blocks of the inverted Quetza l of 
188 1. 

C. J. Phillips , r epresen t ing A. F. Lich­
ten s te in , who w as in Europe, showed 
his firs t two volumes of Ca pe of Good 
H ope, P erkin s Bac on printing. This col-
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lection is remarkably strong in large 
blocks and in stamps on covers. The 
Proofs and Color Trials are matchless 
both in the old and modern varieties. 
Among the covers are numerous ones 
with different rates and combinations of 
various values used together on one cov­
e r. In the Rouletted stamps there is a 
pair of the 4d blue and a few 6d lilac on 
cover tied on, used to Scotland and Post­
marked "Paid Devonport Cape Packet 
28 S P . 61." 

S. G. Rich showed the collection of Po­
land "No. 1" formed by his father. He 
drew attention to the perforation, which 
varied from lllh-12-121;2 to 13. He 
said that the laid paper does not exist, 
although it is priced by Scott both un­
used and used . This variety has been 
chopped from Stanley Gibbons Catalog. 
He showed interesting cancellations and 
a fine lot of the numerals in circles. 

S. D . Brown showed Confederate Post­
master Provisionals, all remarkable for 
their fine condition. Among them I noted, 
Athens 5c r ed , 5c used in New Orleans, 
Ch apel Hill on a Patriotic, Demopolis 5c 
Eatonton , only 5 others known, an d 
numerous others. 

M. G. Johl showed one volume of his 
famous U. S. 20th century issues. This 
is enriched by many original drawings, 
essays and proofs, and is especially 
strong in stamps with plate numbers of 
many of the used plates . The section 
1901 to 1910 was shown. 

A. ' "· Deas showed a special collec­
tion of Canada Air Mails ar:d first flight 
covers and gave an interesting talk on 
how the services in Canada differs from 
that of the U. S. 

C. ,V. Brazer showed a volume of his 
superb collection of United States 1 869, 
Essays, Die and Plate Proofs. He show­
ed Essays in sets of seven colors. Plate 
number strips from all plates with many 
double transfer. 

Henry C. Needh am collection shown 
by Mr. Phillips. This consisted of a 
superb volume of British Colonials prac­
tically all on cover. A few are mention­
ed. Bahamas 4d no wmk. SHIP LET­
TER Aug. 2, 62; On piece 6d C. C. p. 
121h used with two U. S. 3c rose of 
18 61. Canada, a superb lot both on and 
off cover. Pair of 6d on the hard paper 
on cover to England, 1h d Imperf. strip 
of 4 and a single used to Bremen. Cape 
of Good Hope, a very fine lot, Perkins 
Bacon 4d blue, unused block. Ceylon, a 
remarkable lot of the Pence Issues. In 
the star Imperf. I noted 4 of the 5d on 
covers, 5 of the 6d on blue paper. 

L. B . Mason was the last exhibitor, 
and as it was after midnight he had to 
cut rather short his talk on his fine col­
lection of early U. S. on covers. I noted 
1 8 47 , two single 5c brown orange; June 
20, 1851 on cover addressed to H. W. 
Longfellow. Pair of le type IA used 
with a le type II 1860. 1857 , lOc mark-
ed "Freeman & Co. Express May 21." 
1857 , two 24c, two lOc type 5, 3c type 
II and le type 5 all on one cover to 
Dublin. 

My fellow delegates of the Collectors 
Club all joint with me in expressing our 
most sincere thanks to Dr. Bob Cham­
bers, A. W . Claflin, C. G. Bartlett and 
all the members of the Rhode Island 
Philatelic Society for a most enjoyable 
eYening. 

-CHARLES J. PHILLIPS. 

AIR MAIL NIGHT 

Collectors Club Meeting, l\Iay 1st, Exhi­
bition of U. S . Air Mail Stamps and 

Covers, by Geo. H . Fay. 

Mr. Fay exhibited before an interest­
ed audience an outline of aeronautics 
and airmail in the United States from 
1793 to date. Various covers from the 
pioneer days of 1911 to the latest Cali­
fornia to Hawaiian Islands flights were 
shown, including first official govern­
ment flights, crash es, and many souvenir 
historicals; the Post and Ga tty round 
the world cover, scarce Lindbergh flights, 
and covers carried on the five explora ­
tion flights of the 2nd Byrd Antarctic 
Expedition. 

-L. W. CHARLAT. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES EXCLUSIVE OF 
U. S. AND GREAT BRITAIN 

MAY 15, 1935 

The evening was devoted to 19th Cen­
tury foreign stamps and many interest­
ing and rare items were shown. 

'J'heoclore E . Steinway exhibited a se­
lection of Peruvian issues from H. C. 
Needham's collection which included the 
Pacific Steam Navigation 1 R and 2 R 
unused, and the 1 R used , and the 1st, 
2nd, 3rd a nd 4th issues in singles, strips 
and blocks, on and off cover, bisects, er­
rors and for e ign cancellations. 

Hans Lagedoef showed his partial 
plating of Norway # 1 which inCluded 
22 positions each on the upper left and 
lower left panes, 19 on the supper right 
and 14 on the lower right, a total of 77 
out of 200 subjects. The stamps shown 
included strips of 4 and 6 with a strip 
of three showing the cloven foot variety. 
A lso the plating of 1 20 out of 160 posi­
tions of Colombia 1 8 8 3 2 centavos and 
Hayti 1884, 1 centime complete unused 
and 40 out of 50 positions used. From 
recent finds in the Russian archives it 
appears that the so-called Russian locals 
are in r eality government authorized 
postmaster issues and many of them 
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shou ld be considered in t h e same cate­
gory as th e Wenden and other c ity-post 
stamps now listed. A number of these 
stamps on covers was shown. 

S. G. R ich exhibited a specialized col­
lection of Poland including pre-stamp 
covers, Russian stamps used before 1860 
and after 18 6 5 and a grand lot of Po­
land # 1 in singles, pairs and strips on 
and off cover, p late and perforation va­
rieties, and cancellations. 

Sidn ey Lake showed a specialized col­
lection of Netherland cancellation towns, 
rurals, railroads, banks, canal-boats, 
slogans and meters . 

J. M . B a r tel s showed a collection of 
early Afghanistan, not for competition. 

The awards were H. C. Needham, first; 
Hans Lagerloef, second; Sidney Lake, 
third. The judges were George R. 
Brown, Edward Stern and R. A. Barry. 

-R. A. BARRY. 

U . S. 20th CENTURY 

The June 5, 19 3 5 meeting of the Col­
lectors Club was a competition devoted 
to 20th century. The fo llowing exhibits 
were made: 

Max G. J ohl showed a portion of his 
fine collection and explained the differ­
ences in watermark, perforations, meth­
od of printing and paper used and how 
best to tell them apart. Among the 
highlights of his exhibit were blue pa­
pers 1908 issue complete, the 19 1 3 Par­
cel Post Essays perf 10 unwatermarked; 
all types of 1914 Rotary Press coils and 
coil waste of the 1920 and 1922 issues. 

B urnes Solom on 's selection was Com­
memoratives, among which he showed, 
Alaska Yukon, Hudson Fulton, I mperfs, 
position blocks. 1920 Pilgrim, 1925 
Lexin gton Concord, 1 9 2 6 White Pla ins, 
also Hawaii, Valley Forge, Von Steuben, 
Red Cross, notices, pictures an d p late 
number b locks. 

R . .t\ . B arry exh ibited ord inar y issues 
of 19 1 7-19 in singles and b locks-en­
graved and surface printed. 

The award s were as fo llows: 

I- Max G. Johl 
11-R. A. Barry 

III-Burnes Solomon 

BUENOS AffiES EXHIBITI ON 
OCTOBER 1935 

I "·~ ! 

Buenos Aires will hold its First Inter­
national Philatelic Exhibition in October 
of 19 3 5 under the auspices of the Unit­
ed Philatelic Societies of that city, and 
the Buenos Aires Stamp Dealers' Asso­
ciation. Complete details may be had 
by writing to EX. Fl. B. A., Boulogne 
Sur Mer 685, Buenos Aires. 

HISTOIUA F ILATELICA DE L A GUER ­
R A DEL P ACIFICO (PER U -CHILE, 
1879-83). By An gelo P uppo , lima , 
Peru . 

A profusely illustrated specialists cat­
alog of t h e stamps used during that 
period of Peruvian history with many 
fu ll size reproductions of genu ine cov­
ers as well as of the stamps, sur charges, 
cancellations and forgeries. 

Maps hel p to illustrate the variou s 
campaigns. This book is the most com­
plete catalog of the stamps of the period 
which we have seen and it gives many 
of the official postal decrees and other 
interesting historical information. 
Accessions to the Library 
Precancels, 3rd Ed. A. Gunesch. Gift 

of A. Gunesch. 
Bird Stamps of A ll Countries, Publ. by 

Grosset & Dunlap. Gift of Publ. 
Schach den Faelschungen, Pub!. Kurt 

Kayssner. Gift of Pub!. 
Colombia Airpost Stamps, F. Kessler. 

Gift of Pub!. 
Who's Who in Philately, 1935, Harris 

Pub!. Gift of Pub!. 
Stamps, bound Volume 10, Jan. -March. 

Gift of H. L. Lindquist. 
The Stamp Collectors Guide, C. J. Lamb. 

Gift of Author. 
Historica Filatelica de la Guerre de! Pa­

cifico, by Angel Ruppa. Gift Author. 
The Blue Book, Pub!. H. L. Lindquist. 

Gift of Publ. 

The Baghdad Air Mail , R. Hill. Gift of 
H. F. Bowker. 

U. S. Specialized First Day Cover Cata­
log, Leo-August. Gift of Publ. 

Encyclopedie Philatelique, I llustree. Gift 
of Editor. 

Stamps as An Investment, R. D. Mac­
Guffin, New Ed. Gift of Author. 

Commemorative Postage Stamps of the 
U. S. R. A . Kimble, de luxe Edition. 
Gift of Author. 

Die Poststempel auf den alten Ausgaben 
Nicaraguas, 1862-1905, Die Post­
marke. Gift of Publ. 

U. S. 2c 1893, by H. E. Coulson. Gift 
of E. Milliken. 

Postage Stamps of British North Amer­
ica, 1935, F. S . Thompson. Gift of 
Publ. 
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A scmNTIFIC APPROACH TO THE 
DETECTION OF COUNTERFEITS 

AND THE STUDY OF STAMPS. 

Recent discussions over chemical 
changlings in stamps has resulted in 
several laboratory experiments, by com­
petent students in Physical Chemistry, 
on the basic problem "Can one, by op­
tical analysis supplementing and extend­
ing that of visual examination with a 
sunlight source, detec t diffe r ences when. 
existent in paper and pigment" . 

The commercia li zation of the quartz 
lamp for this purpose was a step , a l­
though a very small and somewhat abor­
tive one, in the right direction. Through 
the interest of J. W. Andrews of West­
fi e ld, N . J. , stimulated by Elliott Perry, 
a rticles on the subject in STAMPS , and 
correspondence with other students , has 
r esulted in a beginning which it is hoped 
can be continued on a somewhat larger 
scale. With a comparatively small 
a mount of money , a suitable laboratory 
could be set up , a nd r esearch students 
engaged to carry on a series of experi­
ments. 

Some of the specific problems in the 
U. S. fi e ld are: A study of the lake shades 
of some of the later stamps ( 2c Pan­
Pacific, 2c Yorktown, etc.) to see if they 
are chem ical changelings, e rror offshoots 
of the postage dues, or just what; iden­
tification of the 3c "pinks"; a study of 
the 24c 1861 steel blue ; classification of 
the Franklin Carriers; study of th e 3c 
Victory r ed-violet; and identification of 
the "Special Printings". 

These problems have a ll been suggest­
ed by Prof . Andrews and in a few ran­
dom shots with the Hanovia lamp h e 
says: " th e real 3c pinks w er e a soft 
heliotrope--a beautiful shade-while 
the r efer ence sta mps were a dirty brown. 
The Franklin Carrie rs broke down into 
three groups. The originals looked dark 
blu e . Some of the r eprints w er e a dirty 
brown , while others showed a b eautiful 
dark green fluoresc ence. Many other 
experiments a long various lines wer e 
conducted-enough to show that ther e is 
a big field for development-and we 
hope that the Collectors Club may assist 
in making this work possible ." 

EMPFINDJ,ICHE BRmFMARIIBN UND 
IHRE BEHANDLUNG. Publ. Lucke 
Verlag, Leipzig. Price 25 Rpf. (Sc). 

This 32 page pamphle t lists a lphabeti­
cally stamps of the various countries 
which a r e sensitive to W a ter a nd Licht, 
a rn;l readers will find it ver y useful. 

STAMPO, By H. E. Harris, Boston, Price 
lOc. 
This is a fascinating and educational 

stamp game for children Gr adults in 
which two or four people can pa rticipate, 
and it's lots of fun . 
U. S. Possessions 
Sllang hal , lDll, 4c o n 2c r ose, rare va­

riety n ar r ow fig ure "4" • o. g . 
(3281' var .) .. ...... .. .......... $20. 00 

$2 . on $1. viole t brown , double sur-
ch arge fin e u sed ( 329 7a) . .... .. 75. 00 

Ca nal Zon.;, 1005, Be on 50c, straight 
edge a t bottom • o . g. (15) ...... 12. 00 

lOOD-10, l e surch arge r eading down 
• (4lb) . .. .. .. ..... .. . ... . .. ... 15 .00 

5c blue & black, doubl e s u rcharge, 
• o. g. ( 43a) . .... . ... .. .... . ... 20 .00 

lD!n, 5c blue, s u rch arge r eading 
down • o. g. (59a) . ... .. . ....... 15 .00 

1924-25, l e green "Zone Canal" • 
o. g . (67d) ... . .... . . . ..... . . ... 12.50 

Sam e with straight ed ge (67d) ... 6.25 
1925-2(;, 3c violet " Zo n e Zone" error 

in cente r of bloc k of nin e (Ex­
H ind collection) • o . g. (85a) .... 35 .00 

5c " Z one Zon e " e rror in a n e ntire 
s h ee t of 100 (Ex-Hind ) • o . g . 
(86a) .. ... .. ... ..... ..... ... .. 50.0 0 

17 c "Zo n e Can a l " • o . g. (91c) ... .. 15.00 
Same with straight e dge ( 91c) .. .. 7. 50 

P hili1>pines, 1003, 50c orange, bloc k 
of four • o. g. (236) . ...... . . .. . 1 8.00 

1914- 23, lp viole t • o. g. (284a) ... 7.00 
1926, 2c green a nd black, horizonta l 

impe rfor ate be t wee n • o . g. ( 319 
var.) . . . .... ... ... . .... .. ...... 30.00 

16c olive green a nd black , horizon-
t a l pair impe rfora t e between • 
o. g. (321 var.) .. . .... . ......... 30.00 

Porto lU<-o, Co;uno, 1898, 5c black • 
(200) . . . . . ...... . . .. .... . ... . . 36. 00 

EUGENE KLEIN 
200 South 13th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
For every collec tor, fo r ever y d eal e r, 
for every philate li c c lub, of the greatest 
inte r es t . Prospectus gratis through 
"Corin1>hila'', Bahnhofstr. 76, Zurich 
(Switze rland). 
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NEWFOUNDLAND 
1931 

Wmk. Coat of Arms 

SOc Mint Pair-Imper/orate Between 
Should be Scott's No. 510a 

1 Dol. Mint Pair-Imper/orate Between 
Should be Scott's No. 51 la 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • 
I have the above desirable items in stock. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • 

MY SPECIAL TY 
RARE BRITISH COLONIALS OF ALL PERIODS 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • 

WANT LISTS 
Will Receive My Prompt Personal Attention 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

SELECTIONS 
SENT ON APPROVAL TO ANY PART OF THE WORLD 

• • • • • • • • • • • • .. 
The cheapest Dealer in the World for high class and rare British 
Colonials is: 

~~~ T. ALLEN 
WANSTEAD. 

Phone : 'VAN S'l'EAD 2412 

5, Blake Hall Road 
LONDON, E. 11. ENGLAND. 
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FALL AUCTIONS 

Messrs. H. R. Harmer, the celebrated "HIND" 
Auctioneers of London, have pleasure in announcing 
that already many valuable and important collections 
are to hand for disposal by auction during the early 
months of the New Season (September) , notably 

The valuable collection of British Colonials formed 
by Consul Olaf F orsblad of Gothe11.burg, Sweden. 

• • • • • 
A magnificent specialized collection of France and 
Colonies, of superlative quality and very complete, 
lacking only a few of the greatest rarities. 

• • • • • 
An outstanding selection of Spain, again of absolute 
first quality, obviously gathered together by a real 
Philatelist. 

• • • • • 
A magnificent collection of 1nint 20th Century of the 
Whole World. One of the finest in existence. 

• • • • • 
A valuable collection of B ritish Colonials . 

• • • • • 
Negotiation s for sf'veral other important properties are also in hand 
and philatelists are strong ly ad-vised to write for New Season's 
catalog u es if the~· wish to purchase in the leading stamp market 
in the ' Vorlcl. 

H. R. HARMER 
The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneer 

131-134 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON W. I., ENGLAND 
Cables: "Phistamsel-Wesdo, London" 

"The Firm That Sold the "Hind" Collection" 
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CHILE 
We are breaking UJ) t h e celebrated Chile coJlection formed by the late 

Mr. F. D. Walters, F.R.P.S.L. 
which contains a superb lot of the stamps of t h e First Type in all printings, and the 
later issues complete except for one or two of the inverted centers. 

W ant Lists Attended to, Scott's or Gibbons' Numbers 
One of the finest items among the later issues is a SUPERB USED STRIP OF THREE 
of the lOc gray & black of 1911 WITH CENTRE INVERTED, Scott No. 102a 

PR ICE $500. 
\Ve can also offer the 20c of the same issue, Scott No. 105a, with CENTRE INVERT· 
ED, mint, for $12.00 or used for $16.00. 

An1ong the Postage Dues, which are very strongly represented, is a complete set 
of 1924 issu e, with INVERTED CENTRES, for $30.00. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Every collector interested in Chile should get in touch with us a nd take advantage 

of this great opportunity to fill up his blanks. 

• • • • • • 
Seli, Pemberton & Co., Ltd. 

12 South Molton Street LONDON, W . 1, ENGLAND. 
Telephone : Mayfail' 2780. Telegrams: SEFIPEM-WESDO, London. 

Cable Address: SEFIPEM LONDON. 
PERCY G. DOANE 
608-9 Tribune Bldg. 

154 Nassau St., New York City 

AUCTION SAL ES A SPECIALTY 

CATALOGUES FREE ON REQUEST 



IV C O LLECTORS CLU B P H I LATEL I S T 
A Large Comprehensive Stock of 

19th CENTURY STAMPS OF THE WORLD 
Especially strong in the elusive, hard-to-get, items 
for which SPECIALISTS have been searching for 
years • 

.------'"""'"'-,Send Us Your----. 

WANT LIST 
whether small or large and let us show you 
how completely we can serve you and at 
reasonable prices. 

We will submit items desired on 
approval to those furnishing customary commer­
cial references. 

HOMAN, KRASSA CO., Inc. 
116 Nassau Street New York, N. Y. 
THE HOUSE OF 

GODDEN 
CLASSIC STAMPS 

Specialists in the Old Classic 
stamps issued before l 880. 
We are anxious to buy any­
thing fine in pairs , blocks, 
strips or on covers. 

F.G.ALBUMS 
Sixty per cent. of the British 
Exhibitors at the Vienna Inter­
national Exhibition used these 
albums. Prices from 7/ 6 to 
50/ -. Write for full particu­
lars and sample leaves. 

GODDEN'S GAZETTE 
The Best Illustrated Stamp Maga%ine 

Godden 's Gazette is published nine times a year, monthly. Oct.­
June, fo r a nom inal subscription of 2sh6d . per annum. 

FRANI( GODDEN Ltd. 
359 Strand LONDON, W. C. 2, ENGLAND 
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NOW BREAKING UP 

A Large General Collection 
YOUR WANT-LIST, PLEASE 

We have those stamps you need 

MAY WE HAVE YOUR WANT-LIST? 
Whether few or many, oommon or rare 

WE SOLICIT YOUR WANT-LIST 
Min.or varieties and errors of every description 

IF YOU SPECIALIZE, SEND YOUR WANT-LIST 

For Collectors' Every Requirement 

Our Prices Reflect the Times! 
LIS0~ ECONOMIST ST AMP CO., Inc. ~ J7 

87 Nassau Street New York City 
Boston Auction Sales 

I hold auctions regularly in Boston, and would be 
glad to send my Catalogues to any Collector applying 
for them. 

I am always in the market for collections, U. S. or B.N.A. which 
I will buy for cash outright, or sell at private sale, or at auction on a 
commission basis. If desired, a liberal advance against pending sales 
will be allowed on any desirable items. 

~~~ DANIEL F. KELLEHER 

7 Water Street Room404 Boston, Mass. 
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COLSON of BOSTON 
suggests that during thls period of measured recovery in world commerce, 
if your reduced budget does not permit the usual additions to your collec­
tion, that you become better acquainted with the stamps you already possess 

by remounting them in the album of the connoisseur-

Colson's 
Classic 

Bound In flne11t Morocco Leather, cloth 11ldes to match, In Royal Red or Navy Blue. 
Ornamented In chaste Greek design. Telescopic Peg Type binder which permits 
removal of any one leaf without disturbing the others. Includes fifty hand made 
paper leaves, 0%x10% Inches, each with plate sunk Impression and gold edged, 
fitted with su11ertranspurent lnterlenvlng. Price $1;.r;o. delivered 11011tlree in U. S. 
SPECIAL ALBUM FOR SHEETS, mounting surface 1014x14 inches, ulso bound in 
ft.nest lUorocco leather, cloth sides to ntntch, in Navy Blue only, $25.00 uer volume. 

WARREN H. COLSON , 581 Boylston St., Boston 17, Mass., U. S. A. 
Telephone: Kenmore 6624 Cable Address: "Warcolson, Boston" 
I The Strand London Sale Rooms 
$100,000.00 Cash Immediately Available For Advancing on 

Valuable Collections, Rarities or Suitable Stocks of 
Stamps Received For Inclusion In 

HARMER ROOKE' S STRAND AUCTIONS 
$7,500,000.00 Is the Certified Cash Turnover at Their Sales 

During the Past 35 Years. 

• • • • • • 
IF CO LLECTI NG Ha rme r Rooke's will gladly forward fully 

illustrated catalogues of their weekly Auctions. 

• • • • • • 
Note: Selling Conunission is 12% % 

• • • • • • 

BARMER ROOKE & CO., Ltd. 
Derwent House Galleries, 2 Arundel St., Strand, London, England 
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SPECIALTY-ALL ISSUES 

Great Britain & British Colonies 
A large and e xtensiv e stock from early 

impe11's to the latest novelty. 

Want Lists Solicited 
Fine material is constantly beiug added 
by my frequen t purchases for cas h of 

Rare Stamps and Specialized 
Collections 

The compila t ion of an attractive collec­
t ion d emancls the assis tance of an ef. 
ficien t 

New Issue Service 
P articula rs Ma il ed Free on Application . 
An exten sive stock of modern foreign 
Air Mail and Commemorative Stamps is 
also h eld. Lists fl·ee. 

R. ROBERTS 
Dealer in Rare Stamps and Im porter of 

N ew I ssues 

430 Strand, London, W. C. 2 
CABLES EXTAMPU S LONDON 
Rare Classical 
Items 

OF ALL COUNTRIES 

For Sale Separately 
-0-0 -

ALSO 

Speciali:r;ed Collection 
OF 

BELGIUM 
First Type 

For Sale en Bloc. 
- 0 - 0 -

R e fer en ces r equfred. 
- 0 - 0 -

STUART J. ANDERSON 
6, Cambridge Street, 

Hyde Park, London, W. 2, 
ENGLAND. 
STOCK BOOKS 
Our series of nearly four hundred books of­
fe rs a complete selection of all countries 
and issues. 

Recently Remade Books Are: 

BRITISH 

Cn1w of Gootl Hope, C yprus, Great Brlt­
nin. Lngo.H , Lee"'ard Islands, N eu• South 
'Vales, N e ' v Zealan<l, Northern. & Sout h­
ern Nig·eria, Papua, Sierra Leone, South 
Aus tralia, Tong·a, Transvaal. 

FOREIGN 

E euat1or, French Colonies, Holland and 
Colonies, J .... ibe ri:., Nor''Tay, S}lunfsh C ol­
onies , U ruguay. 

In whatever country you are interested, it 
is worth while seeing our books. Prices 
average half catalogue. 

ANY STAMPS OF ANY COUNTRY 
Send u s your want list , a nd in most 
cases we can offer something from it. 

BRIDGER & KAY, LTD. 
170 Strand, London, W. C. 2, Eng. 
Stamp Collectors! Write to 
H. E. HARRIS & CO. for this 

Valuable Free Offer! 
All for l Oc to cover mai ling expenses !-TWO 

FREE SETS ( one of t hem a fine a irmail set) 
cat a loguing more tha. n $ 1.00 ; T he Stamp Finder 
( whi ch en ables yo u to te ll a t a gla nce t he country 
to which any sta mp belongs ! ); a beautifull y il­
lust rated 32-page booklet ent itled Storiu from 
Po1tage Stamps, How to Start a Stamp Collu t ion 
and H ow t o Or gan ize a Stamp Club; a 48-page 
Catalog of Un it ed S tates StampJ; and The Stamp 
Collutor's A nn u al Cata lo g which list s everything 
fo r the s tamp coll ector. An a ttract ive a pproval 
selection wi ll also be included. Address your re­
quest for the a bove, with 1 Oc to cover m a il ing 
expenses, to--

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 
Everything for the Stamp Collector 

108 Mass. Ave., Boston, Mass. 
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United States 
Here are a few items lacking 
in most collections. Check 
them, and if you need them, 

This Is An 

OPPORTUNITY 
To Cet Them. 

No.315 
459 
519 
539c 

Block of fom· ...... . $37.50 
Pair ... . .... .... .. 62.50 
Single . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00 
The rat•e Type II, car-

mine rose . . 16.50 

• • • 
What Else Do You Need? 

• • • 
NASSAU STAMP CO. 

68 Nassau Street 
New York, N. Y. 
Brussels Philatelic Exhibition 
(SITEBI 

11+11 frs . mint s ingle sheet ...... .... . . 3 / -

The following have Exhibition Postmark:--­
(all on compl ete covers) 

II+:> frs . postnlly used .. .. . .... ... . . 3 / 9d 
Set of 3 Royal Children Stamps, with 

" J, IPHINPREX" postiunrk .. ... . .. 2 / -
Postul Conch set of 3 "SALON" pn:tk • . 1 / 6d 
Picture Postcard with ditto postmark 7d 
Picture Postcard with "LIPHINPREX" 

11ostmark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7d 

N. B. The re w e r e 2 special postmarks used 
i n the exhibition-SALON & LIPHIN­
PREX. 

Pos t a g e extra. 

I Jut''e u Inrge nss ort1ne nt of s pecial 
Stamps, Cuncellatlons, Postcards nnd Cov­
ers, from previous Philatelic Exhibitions 
and Congresses. 

What do you n eed? 

• • • The Silver Jubilee Sets for British Colonies. 
By far the mos t Interes ting wny to collect 
tltese Stn1nps, is pos tnlly u s ed on C'overs. 
I h ave most of the m in stock in fin est used 
qua lity. What- do you need? 

W. T. WILSON 
Royal House, South Parade, 

SUTTON COLDFIELD, ENGLAND 
S11ecialist In Stamps Used on Original 
Covl'rs & In t h e Early Class ics of Mexico. 
SCHAUB El( 
STAMP ALBUM 

Known all over the World. 

Special Edition for 
American Collectors 

-0-0-

also 

BLANK ALBUMS 
-0-0 -

"DIE POST" 
The Large German Collectors 

Magazine. 
Price Lists n11d Spechnen Copy Free. 

-0-0-

C. F. LUCKE 
PUBLISHERS 

Leipzig 0.5 
JOSLING & CO. 
76 Strand 

(Adjoining Shell Mex House) 

LONDON, W. C. 2 

(England) 
- 0 - 0 -

Philatelic Experts & Dealers in 

RARE STAMPS 
-0-0-

Specialists in the Early 

IMPERF. ISSUES 
AND 

CLASSICS 
OF ALL 

COUNTRIES 



s

i-:=l9th CENTURY U. s.~1 

I 

FOR some time it has been generally consideretd that the 
best market for fine 19th Century U.S. was in New York 

• is not true any longer 
During the past three months we have handled two collec­
tions of U. S., one selling for $7,250. 

This was seen by a prominent American dealer who valued 
the material with his usual care, estimating the retail value 
to be $6,000, and offering to purchase at $4,000. Inci­
dentally we had paid the owner $6,250 for this lot. 

WE PAID 55% MORE 

• • • 
For 20th Cen tury and the Great Rar it ies we would not 
suggest for one moment that the best outlet was not in 
U. S., but if you have a General or 19th Century collec­
tion of U. S. in fine cond iti on you cannot do better than 

SEND TO ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
(Personal R ef erence to th e Publisher of the C. C. P .) 

LONDON ' S LARGEST STAMP BUYERS 

96 REGENT STREET, LONDON, W. 1. 

ENGLAND 

 15% E xtra Credit Given Over Cash Offer 
Where Br itish Colonia ls a1•e tak en in exch a nge at R egen t Catalogue Prices. 
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THEODORE CHAMPION 
PARIS 

I 

Expert and Publisher 

13, RUE DROUOT 

STAMP COLLECTORS! 
SEND ME YOUR WANT LISTS 

Our LARCE STOCK, which we are continually increasing, makes 
it possible for us to supply PRACTICALLY THE WHOLE OF 
YOUR WANTS, at a low cost, by pricing each stamp net, on the 
basis of our COST PRICE. 
We only deal in first class stamps, which are guaranteed genuine. 
The more valuable stamps will, on request, be signed by us on 
the back. 

THEODORE 
Expert and Publisher 

PARIS 13, RUE DROUOT 

PARIS 

I 
PARIS 


