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The Sc Beacon Air Mail Stamp of 192 

By HENRY M. GOODKIND 

Preface 

'l'hi urtil'I<' will not bc> short. The author ha. g-inn <•ar<>l'ul dC'libl•ratinn 11s 
1u its lllt'thml of Jll'<'"t'ntation. If run s1• riall~· in a quarlc•1·I~· mag'azine as th1• 
\ERO l'lllLATEl,IST .\:-;':-;'Al.S - and it \\ill h<' - thc> longtimc> A'U)l bl'tWCl.!11 lhl' in· 
dividunl pa1·ts might JH'OY<'. omcwhnl disadn1ntag1•ous 111 tlH' n•ad1•1-s. 

Judginj?, hOWC\'el', by the metho<l ol' handling a prC\'iOU.'\ work by tilt' author 
and its subseqtt<'nl ·u('CC ' !> as a han<lbook, a <le<:ision wu~ l'cuchi•<l to folio" the 
'*1me t'ourse. 

"" l"uit1•d Stall'~ R. F. O\'erprint1.1 On .\ ir )!nil , tnmpb nncl , tntiom:r.v ( 1944-1;) " h.' 
Jll!nn· }{. Gooclkind. llundbook ~o. 5 of the Throdorll E. Stei11w:1y )fomoriul Puhlirntiun 
Fund·. The Coll1•rtor C'lub. :?:? Enst 3.; • trret, Xe\\ York. );. Y. l OOiu . 

...I ero Pl11/ateh~t ...I nnals 



Therefore. fit "t tlu will be run erially in the AERO P111L.\Tt:1.1s1' A~~-'Ls. 
Later , the entire ""ill be offerC'<l for c·onsi<le1·~it ion for publiwtion us one book to 
another philatelic organization. 

'l'here mis u ccond reason for the decision lo run th i!: fir l as S('l'ie. in thi-. 
ma1rnzine. ;\fanr mcmbc1 of AERO Pt111..., ·n:1.1. Ts ha,·r lwrn of ir1·eat assista nr1• 
to the uuthot· ,1u1·i11rr the years that hr was fo1111ing a s pecialized c·ollec:tion or 
the "Cnilcd 'tales 5c B eacon air mail ·ta mp. Thi:·. then. also rcprc ents an 
expre ion of g1·atitmle by the author. 

Finalh·. a. with the RF handbook. 111<111,·. who a1·e not member..; of Atmo 
PlllLA'rELl ~:rs, will want to read about t he l" . 8." :le B('ueon air mail stamp. Thu ..... 
when the c1·ie.s is later published as a monogTaph. it should ha\'C wide app :i i 
a111ong st.a111p c·oll ec·tors and dealc1-s. be<>atu c this is not only about an air mail 
but al ·o u Lnite<l • 'talc tamp. 

A Change Of Pace 

A wealthy .\meric:an philalc•list , who had exhibitcJ and won one of the tup 
awards a t the 1926 International Philateli<- Exhibition in .\°('\\ Yo1·k . .\" . Y. hap­
pened to be st<mcling before his exJ1ibition fn.1 me..;. when two spcdators c·amc• 
along ... Hter the~· had examined thi · ex hibit , one 1·cmark<'d to the other: " :'llr 
goodnc s. if I had hL<; money, l eoulcl assemble 11 c·olle<·tion likt' this." 

Thi ' wealthy cxJ1ibitor did not fot'f.rC't the c·omuwnts lw had O\"t•1·lw11nl.. 'ho1·t­
I~· ther eafter , he dec·ided t.o f 01·m a new collec-1 io11 , c-hoosing- an i 1wxpc11sin· 
stamp - ont' that al the time cata logued t'or a fc>w rc•nts, both unust•d 1111d usl'd. 
He wanted to show that ·tamp c·oll l'<.'ting n·quin•d lll\l(·h nwr·c• than tht' ahilit~· 
to spend money. 

Th hunt was 011. BY the time that TIPEX a r rived in J!l:31i. thi-. milli11n-
11i re philatc•l is t had foimt'<.1 an extens iYe c·ollect ion of 0111 t'11ra11 .~ln11111 . It 
g1lined a high U.\\·a rd . 

Beaming with ,g-reait satisfaC'tion. thL" 1•x hibitor 's pride would haw het•11 
(·omplcte t'X(·ept that he newr saw the• two 192fi spc><·h1to1·s nor· m·crhl'at·d au~ 
rema1·ks a.t Tl PE:X - cit heir pro 01· r·on. 

1'his writer· 1·emcmbers. wlwn h<> w;is 11 young, hutlding philirtelist. si•r ing in 
l'xhibitions in or around .\"ew York a ntunb<'t' of one s1;imp or one• s1amp is..;u1• 
('Olle<'tions, ma ny of 1hcm c•01wrnt1·atin~ on i1H•xpc•nsi\'f• matc•rial. ln t'l'N'lll 
years. <•olleC't ions of thi<; t~·pl' secnH'<I to ha,·r disi1p1wm·cd. 

Xowada~·s. man~· fN11· tha1 ll <·olleetion of l "nitNI Hh1t1":S. ( 'a nad11 or British 
{'olo11 ie.s is far be~·ond th r ir means. Th<'l'C'l'ore. th l'y t11l'll to a 11cw. popula r· 
fh•ld ·uch as top icals, nrnintaining tlrnt this affords orw ;111 th1· pl1·asu1·1• tu lu· 
derin•d from «ollec·ting s1~ mps and i'I. a t the sanw tinw. within thl'i r mc•an'>. 

"'h~· th<' inexpNt.sin• .1amp or set spec·ia lt.'· wa.s 11lrn11do111'd 1·a1111ot lw cx­
plainE'd by this wril r r . 11 is Iris brlict' that thl' «onst}111t puhlit' noti<"t' !!ainrd 
by a field stH·h a.<; topic·11 L has . imply pushed a ll otlwr l,\'llt'S of 1·olll'c:ting as. 
f'or example, Olli' incxpr nsiYe stnmp in1o the ha<'k1tro11ntl . 

A One Stam p Specialty 

A1·ound 1953, an interest brg11J1 to t~ikt• hold i11 the Hl~~ :'ie Be1H·o11 air mail 
stamp (.<'Oil C'Jl ) • whi<·h c·atalogtwd thc>n for 30 N•nts unusrd m11l ,• N•nt:s 11sc>d . 
:\ow - eleven ~·ears lat er - the 196+ . 'i·ot t priec•s arl' 60 1u1<l 20 1·e11 ts. 1·ert a i 11 b 
. till incxpensi,·e for a l'nitc<l . tates stamp. 

The rrason for th<' 5c· Bc>ucon nil' mail's a tt1·nt'tio11 was 1w,·r r h111·d to drl1•1·­
mine. EvPt' sin('e 191 , the writer had bt>cn ,·et·y interested in the fir,,.t ai r nrnil 
:-tamp oJ' the I'nite<l . 'tatcs- tlw 191 2+1• c·a rmi1w au<l blue ( l'3 ) . In thr fir"t 
half of the 20th <'entul'~". t he rnited Sta tes Juul ismcd only a few bi-t·olnn><I 

•1n the •' anabrin .Air ~nil Catalogue,·' it i also t:uited tale Xo. 11. 

.; J anU1J'1f, I.Qfj/ 



stamp. . )lost of tlwm happent>cl to be ai1· mail . the first in 191c. the Beacon 
IC'n years lute1·. 'l' lw .. Eagle•" ( :-iMlt C '23 ) c•ame in ]9;Jc' and till' sl'!·oncl ,\ ii· 
Post 8pc·cial Dl•lin!ry stamp (('E:2 ) in 1936. 

\\~hen a. philutdi:st c·orn.:cntrat 'son o lll' st~1mp, lw shoulu a.·sm·p himsplf in 
ach-ancc that the1·e will bl' a wide ·ope to c·ollc<·l. l•'i1· l o( all. t ill' pl'O<lUl'tion 
and p r inting shouhl not bl· monoto11ous. as with so many of the mu1·c· l'C<'Cnt 
l-_ 8. commemorati\'l~s. T his writin!! will show so man~· intc•resting- angles in­
Yoln•d in the pr inti11g of l' ll . 

T he . eron<l pol'tio11 ot' 11 onc-st<lmp collectio11 c:oncerns its post11l his101·~-. 
( 'an<·Pllations un<l r·oYers of a SJ>c•c· ifie ~tam p should be 11niilable i11 l?OOd supply . 
. \ l 0 IH'C'C'S:Sll'.\. is a wiclC' din•rsifitt1tio11 or postal US('. LatC'r on. Wl' shall Sl'C' how 
idrall~- the fie Reac·on air mail fi ts into t hi-; c·on1·ept. 

The First Research And Writings 

. \ .<; mate1·ial of t hl• :>c: Beac:o11 air mail was scc·m·etl. orw obYiou:J~· wi ·hed 
to lt•arn whnt had be't'n Jll'L' \' iousl.' w1·itk11 about this Hl:2h stamp. .\ 1·tic·le-; 
about it we1·e found in the .\ mC'l'itan stamp periodit-al · ;ta r t in!! in 192t. and l'o11-
t.inui11g for upproxima l<'I.'· fiftC't>ll ~·C'at-:-;, a lthuu:?h around 1982 tl11•..,c• 1·rpo1·1., 
hC'4!"an tapel'in!? off. 

0 f all the writh•n l't'c·o1·<1s on th i." ~.amp, unr stimds out. 1'1w writ ri"s old 
1'riend. tlw lat<• ~Lax G .. Johl. in his hook on .. T hr 20th l'<'llllll',\" Ktamps of tlw 
l'11 itPcl Stale!-." in Yolunw :3 cl1•,·otes OYcr tt•n page's to ('11 . 8tud.,·inu- .Johl's 
\\Tilings. Oil(' P<'l'(•C'i,·es tlrn t lw \\'llS al111ost 11 11 <'Y('·\\·itnr sat tlw But·rau or 1·:11. 
~r·a,· inl! and Printin~ in \Yushington. D. ('. Ill- was told p1·ac·ti!'al lr l'\'C'r.'·thin!! 
that 1ranspired clul'inir t lw l3e11<·011 Hit· mail ·s pr inting. <ind he for1 unatcl.'· 1·1 .. 
corded it. 

But as Olli' O\nl stud ies or thP sl11111p J>l'Og'J'('l'S('(l. 80111(' or .J oh ) 's information 
lrnd to lw amrndrd <111d in('l'l'nsrcl. This ll<'Wl'l' l'<'S<'lll'<·h will lw J't'C'Ol'dt•d he1·1>. 
But thr foundation or the \\TitC' l"s knowlrdgc• of thC' p1·cp11rntion. p1·odtwtion 1111d 

printing was laid b~· Jl ux .Johl ·s original studiPs. ThC' main nrnttcr nvt c·un-1·c·d 
by .Johl was th<' "1amp 's posta l w·c. i\Jo.-.t of thi. appe111-::; to be new 1·csearth. 

Of all the others. who wrote cm th e .)c· Be.ac·on air mail. onh· on<' is wort ll\' 
or mC'ntion in tlw \\Titer's opinion. Thi.-; i. thr late C:con~<' ·B. ~Joan e'. wh~ 
occa ·ionall.'· dcrntrd 0 1w of his weC'ld,,· <·olumns to th is air post stamp. But 
• 'loonc> ·l-i writinl?S <lo not begin to meai:;un·r up to .Johl 's. 

CHAPTER 1 - The Stamp 

\ hy A Bi-colored Stamp? 

Fig . I. The specia l " Air-Mail Saves Time" slogan used on the Se Beacon air mail stamp of 1928. 
Notice that "a ir moil" is spelle d with two words on the stomp, but is o hyphenate d "air-moil" on 
the eoneellot io n. IAll photos by Boulrelle.J 

i.~or many l'('asons bi-c·olored stamp. wert> U\'Oidecl as much as po: ·ible br 
the C'nit<'<l Htates until

1

thc :iol'i p1· · cs were ready in 19:>7. Before this, print· 
i11g of two-c·ulo1· ·tamps had to be dont ill t\\·O opc1·ation ' on flat bed presses. 

ltro P/1ilald1.,1 .l1111a/,, 



One of the three photograph• uHd for the Beacon duign. fig. 2a wu taken al Sherman Hill, 
Wyoming. 

Few .·tamp c·oll<'<'tors appr<'riatr the !urge quantities of st.amp. ne<'cll'<l for 
l'. .'. postal nl'eds. Fast prodtwtion is a top requirement. Thus, th<' rota~· 
press~ had to bt' used. Thl' flat bl'd JH'l'&'<<.>:; \\ Ct'C loo slow tQ kcrp up with the 
enormous dt>mund for posla!?e >.um1ps. 

:\or had thl' wr.\· famous <'l'l'Or with the l!ll , 2-h: air mail stamp hl'<'n for­
gottl'n.' \Yheu two pre.~ run .... an• nee<le<l, the <·hances of th<' oreure1we of in­
Y<'l'tt•d <'l'llh'l'S Ill'<' ~rent. ~lu<•h lo llw surprb;r nncl disroml'orl of tl11• l 'nill•tl 
~Hntes P o..;t Oftitr l>l'parlmcnt, this was J>l'U\'<'11 t-0 he t1·ue ag-ain in :\o,·emhl'r , 
1962 with thl' H ammarskjold ) lr morial .'ta111p . 

. \I 'll printin~ hi-<·olo1·c•cl stmnp. i 111orr t•xpensive. and th<' pererntn~P of 
inferior printini:,rs that mu...;t be rej<.><·te<l is fnr i.,ri·N1t<•r ,,-ith a two than a Onl'-
1·olor job. 

l'nder thMe 1•irc•umsta1wrs, thr Bureau of Enl?radnf.t uni! Printing along 
with the r. .'. Post Offi<·c DC'pll rtnH•nt mu1't han• had \'<'I'.\" c·omprlling r('asons 
to order and print 11 bi-t·olo1·ed stump from tlw p<'•·iod 19 10 to 19."l7, when tht• 
I :iori p1·C's.<; was n•111ly. 

Tlw reason for tht' 191,, 192, arnl HJ3 (l'\"c•r.'- te11 ."<'<ll") air mail stamp:.. 
(<'3. ('Jl nntl ('2:3) wa'> alesmanship. Tlw l?OY<'rnment wantl"<l the pnbli<' to 
u-;c ail- mail far mo1•c than it \\II' doing. Tht'rcfore, a :..t riking >-1~1mp would 
help to ll<'hic,·e this. 

Furthcrmor<', thl' rate fo1· air mnjl wa • ., mor<' than for rcgulnr postagP. For 
CH>-.'" idcnlifir·ation to rPnder a pl•etlie1· mail sCITl('(', air po.<.1 stamp mus1 h<' as 
outstanding- as po-:-:iblc. 

ever Less T han A ickel 

.\ s11n·e.'· of thc clomestic nit· rull's from thc first in 19L to dat<' l'<'\'C'1tls so111<' 
int<'l'rstin~ farts. It startrcl out at 24-rcnts an 011n<·c in ~lay 191 . But this WflS 

1·edm·<'il to 6 C'<'nts P<'l' 0111w<' within about six month .. 
1'hC're was a.. hort pe1·ioJ of ,\'l'lll'!'i after .Jul_,- 1 . l!ll!l when th<' air mail 

rail' wa<. 2 c•cnt.. B111 ac•tually there was no r<'intla r l". S. air 1mlil l'l'\·irc• until 

•" l'11 it1•tl Htatt·~. :!-11• Air 11ni1 Tm·rrtt•tl Center of l!lJ." b,· Hc•nrv :\!. Gnndkincl Jln111l 
book Xo. l of tho Tlwodorl! E. • tri11w11y ~fomorinl J>u!ilicution Fund, Tlw Colll'ct~r~ l'luh, 
::!:! Ea~t 35 , trel'l, Xcw York, X. Y. 10016. 

61.1 Jar111ar11. 19fH 



J!l2-l. o thi 10\n>. t h1. toricnl rate j..,, in a wny freaki h. .lll fir. t-clas" mnil 
then t·o>-t 2 c·Pnt>.. I r ai1· mail "l'ITi1·1• wns 11n1il11hlt'. tlwn n 2 cent>. fir-.t-c·la " 
lettC'r would goo ,-ia airplane. l t L" impo1·t.ant to n•ppat tlult tlw1·e w;i... 110 rc1?nlar 
"''ht•1hth'. Thi,.. <llT<1ng-em1•n1 w:1 ... 011 u ··hit-or-mi-...., ·· bu:.i .... 

011 .June :JO. Hl:!-l, IH'W air mail ratl...., W<'l"l' t-stublishcd on a zonal ba'i.', th<' 
!?l"Nllcr the cfo.tarn·e, thr mol'e wu~ paid from to 2-l t'l'llh. 

J>cr ac·l of Ft•br uary 2. 192:>. ( 'ong't·c.;s l>l"O\'ided for lt>irislation wit inir t hr 
air mail rate.., to lw 1-.1 r rie<l by C'ontrac·t l'urricr~ at not I~ than JO 1·r11h :111 

OUIH"t'. 

Fig. 2b and Fig. 2c were photographed near Omaha, Nebraska . 

Jrrn P/11/atrl~I ~Inna/,. 61 



Post tJffirr llrdc•r Xo. 3 17 of .J a11w1ry HJ. l!l:W '>rt thr ronrrlll't air mat! 
ra ll"> 11.., follows: 

(11 ) 10 1·1•111~ pl'r 1mnre for distant·l'' up to lOClll mill'": 
(hi l:i ('l'llls 1wr oun<·<· fo1· dist<11w1•.., 1•x<·1•1•rli11i.r 1000 n1ilr. hut IP-. than 

1:100 milt>S; 
( 1· J :!O 1·ents per ounce for distmwc. in 1•x1·es-. of l:iOO milr--. 
()n l"cbntnn I. 1927. a lll'W uniform air mail 1·1111· of 10 rl'nts a 1., OlllH'1• 

\Hls i11stitut1•d OI~ both the gon•1·11mrnt 01wrat1•d 11.:; w1•1l as till' rontrart ;~i1· mail 
1·1mtr->. 

Tlwn. on .\ u~ust J. 1921'. th1• 11i1· mail 1·att• wa-> '!l11.:;h1•d from HJ 11 1 :! IHllH'l' 

tu:; 1·1•11ts 1111 ou1H·1• fur till• first u1tn1·r or l'n11·tio11 tlH•n•ol'. 
The Beac•on air mail st.amp wa:-; i:;su<'d for thi" new ~l c·cn1s rat<' . . \ ftC'l" 

thnt. till' 11i1· mail r11tC' c·limbNI n!rain, l'<'ll<'hinir, c·rnts, fhl' p1·e;.:ent r:1te. From 
1946 to thC' Plld or 194~. ai r mail ll'ttcrs l'O.'!t :; ('('Ill~ Jll'r 01111<'1'. On .JanUlll') 
I . 1949. it \n>nt up to (j rt•nts and has inl'l'1•11s1•d 1·,· 1· 1·~· l't•w ~·1•H 1-s sin('r t lwn. 

( 'onsC'q 111•11 t I~-. on<' c·;m state that ~> 1·1•111 '> for t hC' Ii rst ou nrr was 1 hC' lowe-.1 
t•\'t'I' 1·h111·µ-c<l for thr Iran. mi:sion of dom<'stic· air mail ;111d lhf' H<'a1•1111 :-tamp 
1·1•11tlerPd mut·h 4'!'1'\'ic·r at this low l'al<'. 

"Use Air Mail" 

:-\ot nnl,\· u bi-c•olore<l ,.tamp. whil'h \\'U;., both mo1·1• 1•x1wn:-i,·<' 1111<1 slower 111 
proclU('('. but also 11 SJl<'<'ial sloi.ran <'a1wcll11tion (Fig-. I ) was also put into lL"'I' tu 
in<l111·e t lw CS. publi1· to patronizt• air nrnil. .\lso mail boxes wt•re marked 
a1lwrti-.ini.r air mail. whilt> mail 1·ht1t<'s in liu·g-p bnildi111-n; had "'til'kc1'i pa:-t1•d on 
tlwm. all with the :-lo1Xa11 r«>adin!! - "l'sc> uir 11111il, i t NJ\'l'-; time ... 

Th<'l'C'fo•·<', the first pa~e in th<' wl'itC'r\ :i<· H1•a1·<m air mail .:;tamp 1·0llN·tion 
lws a <'OP.'' of {'1 1 with 11 <·l1•a1· slof.!1111 <·am•t•ll11tion ... \ lH-JIAlL S.\ YES 'l'DI E. .. 

It i"' not -,nrprisin~ to ob.en·<' that thi-> J!l2< bi-1·olon·d st11mp had a lift• of 
I<'. s than two Y<'<Ll'S. On l<'ebrnary 10. l!l30 11 :-ing-l1•-1·olor ,·iolt>t :ic· air post acl­
lwsin• ( ('12 ) wns put on snl<' tu l'l'p ln <'<' th<' B PIH'Ull stamp .. \ l'l n philatrlist 
studies the munifold diffiC'ulti~ and probl1•ms t'a<·1•cl with printing- ('11. one ran 
imarri1w h<'nrin~ offi1·inls at th<' Burl'nu t1•1linl! tlw l '. H. Post Offi1·1• D<>pnrtnwnt: 
• ·L1•t ·s f!Cl 1·ill of this headache with thc two-1·olorcd job and us<' 11 onr-<-olor ai1· 
mail "'tum p." 

The Stamp's Design 

One of the ",.it<'r'. fi1 . 1 nrqui. itions was a "twrialized Mll<'rtion of ('11 that 
hncl tlm'<' photo1:m1phs (Fir.rs. 2a-:2h-2<• ) und 11n i11·ti<·ll• h~· ll 11rl<'~- c:. )J onr<'h<>ad. 
Postmasll•1-, Onwha. ~d>r. from "'l'lw Bur1•1111 S1w1·iali:-t, ·· lllllf!'HZi11t• of tlw 
Bu1·p;i11 l s.sur"I . \ . soriation. 

'l'hNi<' photo~~plL"' were th<' orig-inal' takc•n or tlw air mail bNwon IO\\·r1· 
l0<·atC'd on Shel'nl<lll Hill in the RO<'k\' )fountains lll'UI' l'hP\'('nll<'. w,·omin!!. In 
1!)24, \\ h<'ll t1·unsc•ontin<'ntal ail· lll11°il sllll't1•d ( l'4-li \\('1'1; i. ,..twd r;, .. this ) ' air 
mail S<'l'Yi<•1• bN·amc a realit~- because' th<' dilli1·ult." or fl~· inir b~- night had bl'<'ll 
soln•d. Li1thtcd b<'a<'ons used as dfrt•t·t ion al ma rkl'n- fot· 1 hi' fh·er-:- bee a ml' 1111 

importnnt llU\'igation guide. On(' or th(";(' was 1he tower 1;(';11' ('h<'."l'lllH'. 
\Y,"oming. 

All that )lr. )foorc>h<.'a<l wrote will not he rrpeatcd (see " \Y<'ek ly Phila­
tt~lit• 1:0:·sip," )Jur!·h 12, 193 ). IJooking- 11! th<' thrN' photogl'aplu;, one• SN'" 

how they \\'Cl'<' used a· mocl<'ls and then <·h1111!red to bt•c·ome 1he stamp (S!·o1t 
design .\J>7 ) . 

The interrstinir matt<'!' about thl'Se pholoj?rnphs is that onl.'· th<' first ( Firr. 
211) !.hows the tower at Sherman ITill. Wrominii. 'l'lw othC'r two photog1·aph" 
(Fig. 2b ) and ( Fi.!r. 2l') were taken at \\'ann. ~ebra;.,ka about ten mile-; W<">1 of 
(hnalw b('('au:-e tlw orij!i nal r. S. P<.».t Offic·p D1•purtnwnt phnto~ruph ( F'ig. 2a) 
did not '!how the top of 1h<' tow<>r with th<' rernl\'ing bt•aron light 1101' 11 fl~·inir 

.Tnn1111r!1. 1:161 



Fig. 3. Position No. 4b with siderographer's initials in the sheet margin. 

airplan<'. The stnrnp 's design hnd tak<'n ·omC'thing from a ll three photograph 
The de. i!!lH'r was .\ . R. :\l ei.--. .... ner of the r .... Bureau of Engt'UYing and 

Printing. Ile madt• a number or t·hang ·, :-ou(·h as with the house on the ground, 
lhl' type of plane aml its po!iit ion wh<'n tl~·ing pnsl the tower. _\ eeor<ling to 
J ohl, the engraYer~ were L. . 'ehoficld and E. H all. 

Siderographer's Initials 

_..\t thi.') point, !.Ome rc:;earch \\lIB undertaken not done by the pt·e,;ou writ­
e1-s. When the make-up of the ·heels i di ·cussed later, the reader's attention 
will be t·alleJ to initials appeuring in the left and riaht !>hei!l nuu·gins at th• 
bottom of the heel. Whal do these initial · signifyj 

It had been the <·tu.tom for some years t.o luwe the skilled craft. men 1LI the 
Bureau of Engra,·ing and Printing-, who make the transfer roll from the origi1utl 
die to ph1c' thC'ir initial · on the plat<'. The 24<: air mail of 191 ( '3 ) had 
..... DC' B."' (. amuel De Binder ) in the low('r left ' hect comer margin. The 
one mnkin • the tran.-,fer roll - the siderographcr - i · a Ycry important person 
in a stump., pro<luction. U c 1·cquir1•s great 'kill for ro('king-in the sing! <lie 
onto the ll'IUlSfer l'OlJ ~O lbat IL ·hcet Of 50. 100 ()l' '°100 Ubjcct ')lamp wiJI haYc 
eYer.r ing-lc t.amp regi tered us e,•c1lly as possibl . 

Fm·thctillon•, a major cnor <lue lo care! · ncss on the pru1 of the idero­
!!raph<'r or plat('mak<'T' orc·u1Tcd in 1917 when one 5 c<'nt trartsf('r with dl'sign 
. "eott .\ 1-10 of \Yashington ·s hN1d was u cu on the 2 rent plnt<'s. crealin~ Ht·ott 
-1-67. 4 :; and :>O:>. This was 01w of the reason. for hadng tlw ·iderographcr" 
identity r('gi lcred on thl' plate . The i<lcrog-rapher' initials usually were en· 
!!l'a \"('d in lh<' Jow<'r left !!heel nuu·gin (Fig. 3) . On the 5c Beacon air mail there 
arc four ·i<lerog1·uphe1-s · initial!! as follows : 

.:I ero 1'/11lattli.st .:J nnal11 

.\ . B. - ~ln<lrew Black 
A. E. F. - Albert E. Fi.wher 
G. F. IT. - <:eorg(' F. Hcnloek 
J. H . . - John II. ' ilbert 

li3 



Fig . 4 . Position No. 100 copiel have the pla tema ~er's initials in the ad joining sheet ma rg in. 
Sometimes there was only one platemaker's init ia ls, other t imes two, but never more tha n two. 

P latemakers 

.i.\nothel' impo1·tanl ·tep i11 a s tamp 's produ<·tion i • nlllkinir the plate that 
prints the . ta mp. The tran fel' roll with se,·cral reliefs from the oriainal die is 
forced under ~reat pre ·m·e on a . oft piece of ·teel to make• the printing platl'. 
The ones doing this a l'c call ed the platcrnakers. Their initials appear in the 
lower right sh<'cl margirn on 11 (Fig. 4). 

A fl'w ~·ea t'S ago, the \\Tit er and hi. friend. Philip Silwr, who . hare an 
interest in the l"nited tate air mail stamps wrote lo ) Ir . II . . J. Iloltzclaw. 
Director of tlw Bul'Nlll of Bngraving and Printing in Wn·hinaton , D . C .. a.1;k­
ing i f information about 1hc naiucs of the pla temaker. on the earlier 'C. '. air 
mail wa arn ih1bl<'. A prompt repl,,- uppliNI thi. information. The name · 
an<l initial of the fh·c pla l<'mnke1 of th<' 5c Beacon air ma il are a ' follow 

.J.M. B. - .Jame- )J. Butler 
J .• \ . C. - .Joseph .\ . C'la1·k 
E. TJ. '. - Edward lJ. Shankle 
W . l.; .•. - \\.,.Hll<'l' E. . 'pring 
R. F. W. - Ralph 1". W u1tz 

The P rinting And Its P roblems 

Two plutes, one for the red frame an<l the other for th<' blue cent1·al <lcsig11, 
were u ed to p1·int the stamp in on<' heel of 100 subject . 

The heel o f 100 wa:: then dh·icle<l Yprtieal 1,,. in hal t: ( 1',igs. 5 and 6) . a n<l the 
two pane of ;)Q were , ol<l 1 hus at the po L offi<'e. In order to indicate clear Ir 
the ,·ert it·aJ ~uideline wher e the 100-subjl'<·t sheet wa " to be sepa mted. a hea,·y 
anow was placed between positions :5 and 6 in the lop heet murain. as ·hown 
in Fig-. . 7u und 7b. 

T h<>re was on<' pr<'cantion that the printers in. Lied on ha,•ing cngTa,·ed on 
the plat es. Yi,·idly recalled was lh<' 2·k a ir mail stamp of 191c with the one 
errol' sll<'et haYing i1w<'rted cenlet'S. Bec•a-ttfc eac h sheet had to b<' fed into the 
prin1ing pt'PS." upside-down on the se«ond run, ll<'<'e. snry s teps wc-rc t.akcu to 
u,·oid this with 1he 192 Beacon st.a mp . The wor<l " 'l'OP" was eni?rave<l on 
both of the 19:2 ' p lat~ in the top she1"t margin O\'Cl' the fom1h stamp in red 
on the l<'ft pane. and the ·e,·enth one in blue on the right pane. 

This . neceNl<'cl hec•ausc no ill\·crtl'd ccntcl's of th<' Beacon nir ma il ar e known . 
• \ (·rord ing to ofli<' ial r <'rords, 106, 7,665 of Cll W<'re sold. '!'hi means tha t 
approximately 107,000 heel of JOO were printed; not one had in\'<'rl<'d centers. 
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.,\ the pdnting of this air mail stamp progrCS! ed. a number of pt'Oblems 
were enrounterC'd. ..\ !though they troubled the Bureau, they ultimat<'IY bt'<'am 
u. delight for the phila.teli ;t, be<:<111sc th<.' e problem. later offered so much inter­
e ting material to collect. 

T he Printing 

The printing platl'.'s may be divide<l into three tli tinct groups. each deter­
mined by the <liffcrent markin~ in the top :;hcct margins. 

The basic pattt'rn of the platc•s, howen~1·. did not <.>hangc. Fig. 6 how a typi-
1:al layout. The top sheet margin has no miu·kings OYer positions l. 5, 6 and 10. 

111 the left pane, the 1·e<l ( frame ) plate number i..-; printed over position 2, 
the bl ue ( \•ignet.tc) O\'er position 3 anti the rrd (frame ) "TOP" uboYe po·ition 4. 

In the right pune, fit t eomc the blue ( \·i~ette ) '' TOP'' over position 7. 
followed hr the bl ue plate number nbon p ·it ion anJ then the red ( frumc ) 
number ove1· position 9. Xot ict• that on th <' right pane only the letter " l•'" 
appeat'S with the two plate numbers. but not on the left pune. 

Rega1·din1? the significuncc of thi~ le1ter •· F. · ·there has been a differerl<'c of 
opinion about it among philatelic . tudent.. The w1-iter, on a \·isit to \Vashing­
ton. 0. C'. in 1960, a. k<'d th<' .\:si tant . 'upC'rintcnclent of th<' Bureau of En­
!!ra\'ing and P rinting about it. Ile said that •· F" signifies .. Finished." 

In the yC'ar~ when plates were being ha rdened and treated to gh·e the maxi­
mum possible use, n chrome fini h wa...; applied. W hC'n a plate was so tr('atC'd, 
the small letter "F" wa.-. plaeNl on t he plate for th<' printer 's conven il'll<'e. 
When the la.Her went to t he rMk.~ where the printing plates were torccl, he 
could select a fini<ihe<l plate more Nll ily by spotting one with the i<lentil\ ing ·• F." 

A for the othC'r portions of thC' Bl.'aeon plate, the <.' lll'(' apparent on the 
illu trated re<'On~1nwte<l hoots of JOO. There is a horizontal r d guide I inc be-

Fine Airmails 

such as this rare blork or :'tlexi co COIO 
(cal. Sl,200) are consra nLly oppearing in 
our au ction~. A,k fo r catalog ... 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO.. Inc. 
560 Fifth Avenue (at 46th St.), New York 36, N. Y . 

lntcrnotionol .J.11ctionur1 of l'ine Stamp1 

.J. ero Pl11latelt.tt .J. nnal1 65 



1ween till' fifth a nd "ixth rows ( H1.• • Fi~. 3-li J. This wa;, 1lo1n- not fol' the p111·­
]10~e of 1•pal'atin~ shC'et ·, but ratltr1· as a gui<le for reg~i ratiou of 1he horizontal 
per fo1·a t ions. 

l•'inull~· . 011 onlr the t>,a1·lier printings. the siderograph<'t" an<l platemaker'..., 
initials \\' l' l'i> p la<'C'(l in the lower left un<l ri1:d1 t l'Ol'ner ~hcrt marf.!ins respcdi\'el.', 
as 111cntio1wcl bc•forc. ~o l'ar, it has not been tkt1.·1·111incd when thrsc• initials wen• 
dis<'ontinucd . It is belie,·cd from exnminin:r slwcts of l'll th111 t he initials wt>r·e 
110 lont.r1•l' put on the phttrs shot1ly after the third pl'intings -;tal't<'<l. This mrans 
that position copies or multipl<1 piel't>'i 'dth t'i tlwr the si<lrro:rr11phe1"~ or platt>­
malw1"s initials ar1• not as common a · other mnrkings that appNtr on all th re<> 
print ini.,rs . 

• \ 1·1·01·cli11g to .Johl , there we1·c side murki111 ... rs in the slwct mar::rin.s ](){«1t1.'<l 
about 011(> <lllU II half irn:hes from tire stamps. but these wet'<.' (•Ul off in trimminl! 
1h<.' sh1.•1•ts hef01·e sale. .\ n imtrimnwd !wet hus lll'\·er been st'('n. so that tht"i<' 
sidl' 11111rkin1?5 rnnnot he <lcsc1·ilwd. .\lsu sin1•1· no sht•1•ts 'n•r1• <''l.'l' sold lik1• this. 
such mnrkini,,.rs will 1·1·111ai11 mrn,·ailahlc• to philntrly. 

"' 11111 11111 TOP 

r r 
Fig. 5. A complete reconitructed sh Ht of I 00. The pane of 50 on the left is from the second 
printing, having the slderographer's initiels. The pane on the right is from the flrst printing with 
two platemakers' Initials alongside Position No. I 00. 
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Fig. 6. Another reconstructed sheet of I 00 from the third 
?latemaker's initials appear on the later printings. 

Plate 'umber ColJecting 

printing . No siderogra pher's nor 

The writer ha.-. not been ablr to 11rnll'1....,tand whr a mature philateli-.t ran be 
mtrigued with platt• number hlO<'k <'OllC<'linr.r unlt-s;, a <·e1·1ain philatt,li<· phenom-
1•non is n s1wiutl'd with a spec·ific printi11:.r plait'. Plate number· Mlll'<:ting ptr .~1 
s('l•ms nothin!! mon• than an idlr pm.time. l't•rwinl~·. it i:; ,·cry pop11la1· with 
thl' prt's<'nl f.!t'IH'l"alion of l" .• ·. sta111p c·ullt•clor.,, but this d1w-. not tlrmonstral<• 
thnl it ha.-. un.' philntl.'lil- sig11ifi<-<1n<·t'. For nu111,\· yc<1J'l'I, thr t ·. H. Po..;t Ollie<' 
has l't>lf'll'\C'd ill ror·mution on all platr-; from \\ hi1·h stamp-; \\'('!'(' printecl, !-.0 that 
srruring su1·h du tu and tht·n trying lo assl•mblr tht• matrhrd positions i · 1101 phila-
1rl ic rc..;1'111·1·h, bt>t·ausl' <;tl<'h int'or111atio11 is rcallih· an1i labll'-

With the Bc111·011 air 11111il stnmp, howcYe1·: -.!'ekin~ c·t>r!ain plat(' 11umbr1· 
lilork-; hus a dc•finitr philatelic· connotation, as will lw l'l'\rah·il. H1wc·ifi1· Yari­
l'liPs nrnl odditi<'" 01·<·11r only on a i.pr<'iffr platr und printin~. iilrntifil'd onl.'· with 
:,pcC'ific• plate• numbrrs. 

l '011-.r1p1Pnt l~· . only th< se pla1t> number· bl0<·k.-; I hat hll\'l' a :tor~· to tC'll :ibont 
thl' ... tamp ha\"<' hren "<>ll!!'hl. Thr1·e wa.-. no dcsit·r to pla~· "the number aanH>, ·• 

. l1rn l'l1i/nttlixt , 1n11a/., Hi 



attempting to secure e,·ery possible plate number combina tion. In Johl' book 
there is a table howing all the possible pla.tc combination koomt when he was 
wri1 ing (.January 1, 193 ) . 7'/toc total 1.061 com bi11<1f ions. -:\o quest ion but 
1hat one who has been able to n:;semblc a c·omplpte eollE.'<'tion of <tll plate number 
block'! of ('11 ha. <lone a difficult job. In the \Ya lter .'.\lcCoy eollection, there 
i a unique plate number combination. 

The reason fo1· all 1hese plate number combinatioru and why ome are not 
known on s tamps i. explained by the prjnting JH'O<'es..<;es. 

The red (frame) wns printed fir~1. Four plates were in operation at once, 
producin~ about 2.200 sheets daily per pr(\'s. .\ few clays lapse then occurred 
while till' red ( frame ) shret were permitted to clry in orclcr to be in proper 
condition for the sl'Cond printing. l f this were nol <lone, there wonld have been 
too mm•h 'J>Oilngc. 

Lnter the blue (ce11trnl cle'iign ) wa. printe<l also with fou r plate to one 
pr~-;. But this se<'Ond nm proccc<lC'd mu<'h more slowly becau. e eare had to be 
taken that the . heel were fed l-Ort-e<·tt~· into the press, avoidin~ im·er te<l cen­
ters. Also it took more time lo g-t>t the ,;gnell<' properly centered. Thi. cau ·ecl 
a daily produ<'lion of onl~· 1,700 · h~ts per pre!i.-; and, flll'thermore, i one of the 
cxplanat ions for the irregularity or plate number combinations, un<l why certain 
Olll"i were• not u ed. 

The First P rinting 

Two hNn:· ai·row markings were placed in the eent~r of the top heet mark-

• 

Fig. 7•. A block of ten of the first p rint ing. Notice lh•I the heavy • rrow at the right over 
Position No. 5 is not evenly re gistered. 

.. • • TOP : ... I 

m.. . .......... ,m···· .. ;······ .. ····~1;rdJ·:·:;~-~· · · ·· · ·m1· ·····:-:~-? ....... m1······:············
1 

..... , 
; ] I ; ; 

i ' .... -~ ~ ' ·- ~. . ; '. ~ t~. . . _.. ~=-. i 

m

·············-······=m············· .. ·····= .. ··················";"··················· ·=···················· ......... . 
l I i l . i l "" m: _,,(, m: Mtli _,,(, m· _,,(, i 
1 J .... ~- ! ' ....... ... : ' it':.,- . , ~ • 1 

...., ...... _____ ._.. ... · ---.. ~-···~···: ······----·-· · ·· .. -!.......... : _____ ..; __ 
Fig. 7b. A block of ten of the first printing from the rig ht pane with the heavy arrow al the left 
over Position No. b. 
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~ 19547 19568 

Fig, 8. A bloek of eight from the First Printin9 showing the heavy red (frame) arrow with a blue 
dise eround it, eaused a fter the blue (vignette) merker had been burnished from t he plate. 

inw- ( l<~iirs. 7a nnd 7b ) . 'fhis \\'II~ original!~· t•ng1·av('{l on th!' plate for ease in 
separating the 100.subjN·t . heel into two pane.'\ or fift~·. But soon tt·oublC' began 
to d(•,·l'lop. Xoti<·t• in Fig:. 7a that the arrow i~ not C\'t•nly n·~isk1·r11. 

It was found that a better n·~istration could rt"\ult from a plain li111> than 
with the hcm·y arl'O\\'~. l'on.'\t•quently, the latter were gr1ul1111lly t·emo,·rd from 
the plate. This wa." done by bul1lL-.hing out that po11io11 of the plate' wher1• tlw 
heav,\· markC'nl haJ been. ()f COUl'!.e, this remontl Operation thinned thC' plate 
al that point, o that soon al'l<'I' mw, a hollow C'olorC'd cirrlC' 11ho11t l:lmm. in 
diameter appe<tred 011 the sheets. Si1we th<.' l'emo,·al of the hc:wy a1Tow-. was 11 

:..rradunl proce " the fit'it 'ihe!'ls show both the ar1·ows and 11 dLs<·. 01w from the 
rrd ( t'rnnw) and th<' otlwr from tlw hhtl"' ( ,·ig1wttc ) plate or Yi('!' \'Ct'Sa ( Fig. i-- ) . 

As mentioned before, th<' first printin{?l' also lrn,·c lhl' sid!'rographc1"s untl 
platcmnkc1"s initinls, as ho'rn with l•'i~. 3 and -t 

'J'he first r ed (frame ) plate used was 11umbl•r 19549 and the fii~t blue ( Yi~­
ncttc ) plnte 19fi4:-> ( J<'i~. 9 ) . ..l stud~· or blocks \\'ilh the first plate numh<'r ('0111-
binntions i, importnnt because the'>e then ran lw c·omparC'<I to l11tl•1· plall' m1mlwr 
combinations for lhC' rlarily of i111pt'l':sion · and uppcaranct'. 

The re<l (frame ) plate ntLmbt'r for the first printing' with the hea,·~· arrows 
commcnc•ec; with plate num bcr I !):)49 au<l continued 1 hrough ~o. 1960(i. 'T'he 
fir<;t blue ( Yignettt' ) plntr numb<'r is Hl545 and the last otlt' i., 19:1 ' 0. 

\\Tith the firl-1 rt>d ( frame ) platt• Xo. 19:>49, one ma~· collect twcl\'(' combinn­
tion with blu<' plat<' numbC'rs - Xos. 19545-4. a111l 73- 'O i1wlusin>. l'sing the 
bltt<' (Yignt'ttc) first plate numlwr. 19545. a c•ombination of twC'nty-ninC' with 
t ht' re<l plate number cxi ·ts - x~. 19549-52. 6:1-72, , 3-92 anrl l!WO:l-07. ('on­
se<1uent ly, if Ont' just wishes to c·olle('t file firs( wi11fi11r1 Be-<1<·<m plate numbct'S, 
there are a total ot' forty c·ombinalion · to be had in order to fotm a c•ompl<>tc 
showin!t of only the earl iest printin~. 

T he Second Printing 

There arc only two blue ( dgi1 He ) plate. in this group \\' ith plate ~o . 
19597 am] 1959 . Both s how ll round blue di!ic. or C-Olll' c. in ·heels or fifty. 

.clrro Pl1iloteh"I .<11111ols ti!l 



GREATEST VALUE EVER - THE ALL-NEW LOOSE-LEAF 

ORD ER WITH CONFIDENCE! 
The Standard album is guaranteed lo please 
you in every respect or you may return it 
within ten days for a prompt and full refund. 

World Stamp Album 
1000 PAGES 

SPACES FOR 50,000 STAMPS 
MORE THAN 30,000 ILLUSTRATIONS 

Here is a truly sensational new loose-leaf album 
that sets a new standard in album value. Person­
ally compiled and edited by H. E. Harris, the 
Standard album dramatically reflects his fabulous 
knowledge and experience gained through nearly 
half a century of dedication to the stamp hobby. 

Carefully designed with the collector in mind, the 
Standard offers more genuine, lasting pleasure from 
the hobby than any album ever published In the 
popular price range. 

Read about the Standard's many outstanding fe~ 
lures and order yours today. 

"one of philately'• fineat o f m odern nllmms" 
• • • • ERNEST A. KEHR 

St .. p EditOf, Hew YOfk Herald Tnbunt. W0<1d hmou• 
l'llllltdist. Author Cducltor. lecrunr 

These exciting features are yours in the new STANDARD: 
• Attr-.cUvely ind sclentlfltallJ desl1ned • • • with 

spaces for 50,000 st1mps of the kinds you're most 
likely to own or 1cqulre. 

• More thin 30,000 sharp, clear Illustrations that 
vlrtu1lly eliminate th1 need for costly " st1ndard 
c:atalo1s" for Identification purposes. 

• Complete, easy-to-understand compilation of help. 
ful 1nd Ylluable lnform1tlon, lncludln1 (1) Illustrat­
ed world·wlde St1mp Finder, quickly Identifies 
nurly all stamps, (2) Stamp Collectors Dictionary, 
defin11 words pert1lnln1 to philately, (3) "How to 
Collect St1mps," • trustworthy cu Ide for all col­
lectors, ind (4) U. s . Stamp Identifier, profusely 
lllust11led, tells 11re sumps from common " look 
1llke" varieties. 

• A supply of exclusive " Speed-rllle" blank pases 
ind cummed country lilies. 

• Profusely Illustrated Stand1rd supplements will be 
Issued 1nnually. 

• luxurious loose-leaf past binder In nln1 rich 1nd 
beautiful colon ••• electronlc1lly sealed In finest 
soil-proof, wear-reslsllnt Imported vlnyl ••• r tus 
r1valutlon1ry new mech1nl1m (patent p1ndln1) 11-
lowln1 p11H to flt open with mu lmum poulbl1 
R1tn111I 

• These ind maey other fasc ln1tln1 features Ind 
Innovations wlll provide you with years of utmost 
enjoymenL 

H.E.HARRIS & CO. : if:~3f1 : BOSTON 17, MASS. 
10 J mrua ry. 1 Qt; I 
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Fig. 9. The first red and blue plate numben used are on this block of six. 

this appea1 a only half a c.lisr ( <'e J<'igs. 10 and ll ). Th~c two Yignettc plate:. 
('ome with ·event,r--01H' red ( frame ) plate <'Ombinutions. 

The latter is mcnt ionc<l bc<'atL'iC the bl uc plate :\o. 19597 produced th<> onlr 
important prror on tlw 5c Bcu('on air mail sl<1mp. The blue ··Top·· was not 
l'llt<:'l'<'d Oil plate Xo. 19:>97 O\"CI" r~ition 7, but b.\· mi take O\·cr p~ition -1-. 
Thus, lh<' plnt1• shom; a dottbli ntl r111d blue " '/'OP" over position + ( Fi~. 10 ). 
t)b\· iously. tlw ril?"hl pan<' of :>O on plate Xo. 19:>97 has no '"l'Of'' ' (Fil!. 11 1 
11\"(•1· position~- wherr it should hun• been . 

\\'hen the writer llH' l with tlw late )Lax .Jolil. durin~ the timc both wt'l'l' 
... en· in~ on the EXJll'l'l f'ommittt•t• of thf' Philutl.'lic Foundation. this C'l'l'Ol' was 
discussed. • incc the double "TOP" in the shl'ct margin abo\'C position Xo. -l 
is so oh\'ious, mun.\· collc(•t it. But the missin~ "TOP" on the ri~ht pan P i" an 
l'q 1111 ll,\· <lp:;i 1·ublt· l'IT01·. Xot bei 11~ ob \•iom.. hoWl'\'ct·, rnost 1·ollC<'lol':- pa.\· 110 

Fig. I 0. The Sec:ond Printing with the blue (vignette) plate number 19597 that has a blue disc: 
on the right . Also this shows the error, double TOP. 

• l • rn / 'Ii il11ldi.•I . I 1111111.• ;1 
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Fig. 11. The right pane of the Second Printing hes • light blue in~ d isc •t the left over Position 
No. 6. as shown with this block of ten . There is no ' 'TOP" on this pane over Position 7, where ii 
should heve bHn. 

;ittcntion to it. Also it seem that t'.'\"et-yo1w retaine<l a bl0<•k or ini?le with tlw 
double " TOP.·· But pieces \dth the mi.sin~ "'TOP'" were owrlooked. ('on­
sequentl.'·· the latter has bceome fa1· sc<ircer. althottJ{h it is in I <lcmand. bcc.aus1' 
it is not oh\' ious and must be pointed uut ( 1',ig-. 11 ). 

-.. ·-

Third PrintJng 

" "ith blu<' ( ,·igncttc) plate Xo. HIGOO no <>cnl<'r ari-ow markings appear for 

. . 
• . 
• 

,. 
19611 . 

• 
19612 

•.......... ._. .........•... ..... . .•... .......... 
:f(Bmim~l · 

Fig . 13. The Third Printing. These show three Hamples of the variations with the vertical 
guidelines used for the Third Printing. 

./on.uorJ/, 1961 
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.,. 
• • • 

:· . . . ... ... .... Ill •••••• • • . 

Fig. 12. { le~) The fina l Blue Plate Number 19694. To show how mueh sharper the first p rint ings 
wore , • eopy from the first Blue Plate Number 19545 hes been plaeed a longsid e at the rig ht . 

the 1·('st of the p r in t ings. The la.-.-t blue phtt e Xo. i.s 1969-l ( Fi~. 12 ) and the 
1·NI Xo. 19703 . 

• \ II plates from th<' thir<l pri11tin:.r haYe a. thin Y('r1iral re<l guideline O\' CI' 

the wonl'\ .. T P" in both the lrft and right panes. This line vari<'s grea t!~·. 
from Y<'r~· short and thin to a lenirth o,·er a iJwh and also it thickness to OY('1· 

I m m. Three <'xamplcs a.re illtL<;l rakd (Fig. 1:3). Ther<' are many morl' varia ­
l ions. 

IT o Be C ontinued ) 

W e are philatelic auctionee rs 
and specialize 
in providing 
a competitive market 
for stamp collections 
and other philatelic properties 

Over 30 years experience 
assures the maximum 
in results 

Your inquiry is welcome 

IRWIN HEIMAN 
INC. 

Servin g America n Philately Since 1128 

2 WEST 46th STREET NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

ROOM 708 £ Tel.1 JU 2-:Z:SU 

-:mooacs:a:e:a:a~ 

..Jrro Philolcli11t .dn1111/~ 



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

~ 

~ ~i~ 
) rHILATEll STS 
lr 

.. . ... • 19 

ERO PHILATELI T , Inc . 
TREET, NEW YORK 16, . Y. 

I hereby apply for admission to membership in A ERO PHILATELISTS. Annual 
ciues or $5.00 are remitted herewith and are to be returned to me if my application is 
not accepted. 

ADDRESS 

City, Town or Village 

OCCt.:PATIO:-. 

SPECIALIZTXG IN 

APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE 

Street 

Zone State 

REFERENCES 

Each applicant as requested to furnish two references preferably philatelic. 

References: 

1. NAME 

ADDRESS 

Z. NAME 

ADDRESS 

EXTRACTS FRO.M BY-LAWS, ARTICLE lll- ME.MBERSHIP 

Any person of good character interested in aero-philately, O\'er the age of twenty- one, 
and who will be an asset 10 the Society, may become a member. Application for member­
$hip shall be in writing, and shall be accompanied by annual dues or $5.00 

.lan1utr!/. J,11; I 



CHI A 

Essay and Proofs of the Fir t Air Mail Stamps 

By H. D. S. HAVERBECK 

The re<·enl gift to the . 'm ithsonia11 l n titution of the personal collectiou of 
proofs and essay· of the post;tge and revenue stamps ol' 'hina dttring the period 
1 9 1 2- 1 92 ~ formed by the e1w1·ave1·, William A. Grant. has brought to Jigl1t many 
intcresting things. This gift was made b,,. ~I r. and ~! rs. Robert 0. D. H opkins, 
~I r. (lrru1t' daughter and son-in-law. The author was permitte<l to stu<ly thL-. 
1·01Jection with a ,·icw to recording its content· for the China Sta111p .'ociety. 
The <"om1>letl' cat.alognc will appear in the "China 'lipper.·· The portion of 
it here gin•n is that which wi ll han~ int~1·p t and importance fo1· those <·olleetor,.; 
who . pec·ia lize in uir mail tamps. 

\\Tilliam .A. (:rnnt wu born in the Bronx, New York ('it~· . on Auati.-;t JO, 
I ' 61:! of ."rot.tish pa rents. Por six ~·em"8 he attended night <·la ;ses at 'ooper 
1 ·nion to qualify in art before le>arning en.g-ru,·ing under t he tu teJ11ge of Lewi..; 
l>elnotc, one of the out Landing t•ng1·;1\·e1 of hii:; day. 

In 190 , the lmp<'riul Chinese (fo,·e1·11me1tt sent C'hen C'hin 'l'ao to Yisit 
<:ermanr. Ru~ia, Gr<'al Bl'it.ain und the Cnitcd .'I.ate.; to ill\·e~t i gate the nurnu­
l'actu1·c or po. tage stamps that were the least subjcc.t t() countcrfciti11g. 

('hen dc1·idt'<.l t hat thE' m thods used in the l"nit <•<l • 'tale< WE'r e the be: t. 
lI<' ill\·itcd W illiam .\ . On111t und Lo1·enzo .J. Tlatch to come to P eking to found 
1hc 'hiuc.\w Bul'cau of En~ri·ayinf! and Printin~. Crant. who had bren in <·harl!e 
of the l'llgraving room at thc .\ meri<:a n Bank )rote ornpan~· for twc•nty ~·ea r,.;. 
wa-, cxpc1·t in l1•tkring-, ,.;t1·ipt, ,·i1-.'11ette>1. gt'OmctriN1J lat lw work, stroll and 

~i.ro Pltilateli1.t ~ nnals Hi 



(•ycloid twfrl for backg1·01md. !latch· work was limited to dgnettcs. 'l'hey 
worked together until the death of the latter in 1914. 

From then until hi · r etirement in 192 ', Urant remained as the sole tech­
iiical ad\'isor to the Chine e Bureau. At one time, he taught as many as 300 
'hinese students steel engra \·ing and printing. Ile wa g1·eatly belo\'e<l by the 

Chinese, rich an<l µ001·, who ' Url'Ounded him . .\ lthough he did not lea rn a wor<l 
of 'hinese in the twenty years he l'eside<l in P eki ng, he could always make him­
elf under too<l by drawing pictures, which ine,;tably drew a round of laughter 

and admiration. He a]so ·er·ved as a c.-onsu1t.ant to the C'hine e Post.al . 'er\'i<·c, 
his dutie consi!.1.ing <•hicfly in authenticating stamps, genuine and counterfeit. 

or all his work on tamps , (;rant was especia lly pr-ou<l of the air mail 
stamps, which he de igned and engr a,·ed. and a bout which he had recei,·cd many 
commendations, both official and phila tel ic. 

Ile wa · <ll'<'orated b~· the C'hine. e Oo,·ernment three tinws, r l'<'ei\·ing the 
highest award that could be ~ven to a foreigrwr, in appreriation of his work 
and teaC' hing. .\ ft('r he retired to his Ridg"cwood. I\. ,J. home, the Chinese tried 
their best to persuade him to return. but he wo11ld not <lo so. Ile later moved 
lo Conloocook, N. IL where he died in 195+ at the age of 6. 

Cirant was bittel'I~· di, appoint ed with the <Ir. igns and r ngradng of lht> 
stamps done by his students after he left ('hina. _\lthough he had dl>signe<l 
and engraved banknotes and all th<' p<>!'\tag-e and reYen ue stamp. for the 'hinese 
Go\·el'llment, his kl'rnest inll'rrst was in tamps. 

1'he following is a Ii l of the- malcriaJ on the first 'hin~·e air mail stam p 
C'Ontained in thi coll ction : 

Essay. The engi·a\'('1·'s mod<'l or tlw first and rejected desigil - l :l rts. - show­
ing a head-011 Yiew of a bi-plane. This i signed ··wm .. \ . Orant·· (Fig-. 1) , the 
accepted d~· igi1 for t ht' stam f)l'; which were i ·sued on Jul~· 1, 192 l. .\ pen and 
ink drawing usctl 11'1 th r cng1·aver " moue( for the accepted design. 'I'he <lcnom­
ina.tion is 15 els. ( l<'ig. 2 ) . 

!'\nwll die proofs: 
Yignctte only in blMk 

Composite small die vroof , Fi·omt and Vignette: 
15 cts. Blue irrecn and black 
l :l <•ts. . carlet und black 
J ;) c ts. Oranire and black 
t:> els. Dark blue and black 
30 els. 'carlet und black 

Fig. 2. Pen •nd ink engruer's model for the accepted design. 

i6 Jan1«1ry, 196./ 
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Fig. 3. Proof impression of the special wooden chop u1ed lo cancel cove" on the lint Pe~ing­
Tsinan·Shanghai flight. 

-!;) d .s. 
tiO ct.·. 
!10 <"! • .__ 

\'""iolct an<l black 
Blue and black 
Oli,-c green un<l black 

lt i.!. or cou rse. impossible to <leterJUine whether these proof ru·e tmique or 
whether more copies a re known. 

'fhcrc W<' l'C a lso in the collection proof impres.< ions o f the specia l wooden 
ehop usc<l to canc<'I mail on the first Pcking-Ts inan- hanghai flight. 

I ;) 

:JO 
-lil 
liO 
HO 

'T'he collection has these' up plied to i · rued stamps as follows: 

d .s. 
c·ts. 
(•t •. 

<·l.s. 
l'l.>.. 

131 ue g reen and black 
. c•arl et and black ( l<' ig. 3 ) 
Y iolet and black 
Blue and black 
Oli ve gre<'n and black 

Errors, Varieties and Airmails 
For 30 yurs we have boen speciali1ing in all unusual items: Errors, Varieties, etc., 
regardles. as lo whether they are or are not listed. 

Now we have on hand a very large selection of Airmails U. P. U., U. N., Inverted 
Centers, Sports, Topicals, Miniature Sheets, De luxe Sh .. ts, Proofs, Die Prool1, 
Rotary, etc., etc. 

We have oddities and unusual items from many different countries as:­
Albonio Abyssinio, Belg ium, Bro'Iil, Cono ry Isla nds, Colombio, 
Congo. Crootio Czechoslovokio, Donzig, Ec:uodor, Epirus, For Eost, 
Fronce &- C olonies, Greece. Georgie, Honduros, lcelond. Ifni, Iron, 
Ita ly & Colonies, lorvio, Liberio, Lithuonio, Monoco, Nic:o roguo, 
Poroguoy, Polond Romonio, Russia , Soo r, Solvodor. Scodto, Spoin 
& Colonies Tongier, Tonno Touvo, Uruguoy, Venezue lo. 

1re will gladly mahc 11p special offers or selections on approval. 

Pluse write countries, price range and specialties. (Usual 
references, please ). 

We are also always buyers of similar material. 

S. EREBRAKIAN, Inc. 
P. 0 . Box 448 Monroe, N. Y. 

.J ero Pli ilatel i.ft d n nals 1i 



ATTENTION PLEASE! HAVE YOU HEARD? 
. .. ABOUT THE PROTECTIVE FIRST DAY COVER ALBUMS FROM NUACE 

First Day Cover 

Collectors Are 

Raving About Them 

losy "9tecrl•• Add to yewr C ollectfoo 

• Just slide your f irst Day 
Covers into the Kleer Vue 
virgin vinyl sleeve pages and 
they have a lifet ime of pro­
tection from d ust, fad ing, and 
d•mage from handl ing. 

EASY TO STUDY WITHOUT HANDLING 

• Your First Day Covers will be 
stored and d isplayed neatly 
and attractively in this com· 
pact showcase. 

• NuAce sleeve p•ges hold 6 
standard First Day Covers 
back to b•ck per sheet. 

• NuAce binders come in 
choices of black, tan, and 
dark blue - overall size is 
14 'h x 8V1 ". 

• The 22 spiral steel rings hold 
up to 35 Klcer Vue sleeve 
pages securely with a total 
capacity to contain 210 First 
Day Covers. 

r--------­Au CANADIAN PUlCHASIS - ADD 1 o•. FOl DCHANCiL 
I CUl OUl lHIS OlDEl 11.ANK ANO SEND YOUl ORDEl roo ... v. 
I Ship ,.. • • , o .. c. . .. -

I Ship ftl'I • ............ ••tr• P•9" et ftc • •ch, I encloH S .•. 
"~" ~ ... ... CAIH.r u u.1' 

I Sh;p to: Nam• ···-··-··•·· .......... _ .................................. _,, ___ ,, .................... - ................. .. 

I Street end No . ........ ..................... ,_ ............................ .... - ... -u ......... . 
City o r Town .......... ,_,_,,, .... ,,,._,,,,,_._,,...,,, ............................................ Zone ............... - •.•.. 

I Sta l • 

------, 
Colon! llwe, lleck. T•n ' • •l• 9• '•'cf I 

I 
I 

C OLOl CHOICE: I 
I .................. - ....................... I 

) . I 

ACE AR.T COMPANY 

Jan uary, 196.J 



C ADA 
A Mystery "Jack V. Elliot" 
emi-Official Air Mail tamp 

By JEAN GRAVELAT 

One of tht' fow prh·ate transporta1ion 11\•iation t'ompanif"' that cart·ied air 
muil using- its own st'1tii-offki11l 11ir post sltlmp:. wns the .Jnrk Y. Elliot .\ ir HC'n·il'I• 
C'ompany. It 11C•tt1111ly only issued aml w;ed one st<1mp and this was in use for 
a ,·er.'· limited timl', onl.'· during the month of )lnrt•h, 1926. 

The ·-. anubria .\ ir ~fail 'atialogu<"' lists two ~tam1>s for thi comp:rn.'', 
but actuall.'· . annbria ~o. 511 is a ''arietr or scconu printing of the onl.'· .Ja<•k 
\-. Elliot .\ ir . '<'n·iN.• C'ompany stamp. Hanabria :\o. :ll O . 

• \ <; for thC' m11il l'HlTit><.l. Oil<' find:. thC' followin!? on thr top of pal?<' :iO:i of 
tlw ··.\ meri<>nn .\ irmail ratalointt' ( 19-10 ). Yol. T:" 

.. . fork r . !Wiof . l i1· :\o'l'tct 
"The only first flight of this l'Ompa11_,. Wal' betw<>en Rollin!! Portag-e and 

RNI J ~nk<.'. Howe,·cr as there w111-. no P. 0. at RC'd Lake at that tim<.' eo,·cr;.. 
hNll' an on1I blue rubber . tamp 'K<.'nora - Rec<.'h'e<.I - :\[ar. 6. L926 - HC'<l 
l.1akr. · • ome itlso ... • · 

ThC're L<i a <·oYcr in nw collc<·tion with l'anaJa Hannbl'ia Xo. 5 10. But 0111• 

day c·arcfully examining- ti1(' .J :wk \' . Elliot .\ ir . 'cn·ic·e Company stamp on tlw 
ba(·k of my c•o,·cr (all the . mi-ofli<·ial 11i1· mail -;t8mps hn<l to be affixc<i on tlw 
btl<'k of <'O\'e t-s ) , it appcaretl a.-; if sonu•thinir l'l ·c wa.'\ under it. The <'()PY of 
C'nnada • '11nabria. ~o. :ilO \\'ll..o;; <•arefnlh· rc.>mo,·ed from the <·over and anothC'r· 
stamp - Sl'C illustra,ti011 was fo1111d u'nderncath it. 

-.. -. . 

I' 

/ '· 
,·. 

This illw.tratt.'<1 !>tamp i a m.'· ter.'-. ~othing ha.<; been iound recorde<l on 
it. The1·efore. it is belie\'cd that "rit ing nhout it and showin~ it in thi · maga-

I Conti11u1'd on pafll' H.11 

. l rr11 Pl1ilatr li.tl .ln1111/~ 



UNITED TATE 
Air Mail Covers Flown On Both 
C ontract and Government Route 

By PHILIP SILVER 

When Order ~o. 3 17, elated .January 19, 1926 wa. promulgated to prm·iclP 
ratrs fol' the contrac·t air mail route\ pro,·ision wa made for added c·har~e. to 
be imposed on lctlcrs which flew additionally 011 Govcrnment-opernted routes 
before deli\·er~· to final cle tination: 

" The rates of po tugc on nrnil carried by airplum' on <'Ontrnct ai1·­
mail routrs shall be 10 cent fol' each ounce or fraction thereof on <'aeh 
L'Outc or pa1'l thercor not exceeding 1,000 mile· in length; 15 cent. for 
each ounce or fraction thereof on each route or part thereof exceeding 
1,000 miles and not ex<:eccling 1,500 miles in length; und 20 c·cnt for 
each ounce or fn1ction thereoJ on each route or part thereof o,·er 1,500 
miles in length, direct air mileage to t•ont 1·ol in each case, with 5 cent. 
for each OllllC'e or fra ction of an ou11 c·c additional for ea<'h airmail zone 
or part of ·uch zone the mail is carrird o,·er Uo,·ernmrnt-opcratcd air­
mail route" Such postage includes any nece sary tran portation to 
and from th<' contract airmail 1·outC' excC'pt by airmail. 1 " 

C0Ye1 · flown on both contract an<l OoYernment 1·oute · arr not too rommon. 
They mu t haYe been used onl y during the period from .Ja11u11r,\· 19, 1926 to 
Jantrn1·y 31, 1927 inelusfre. Pra(·tieall.'·· the pe1·iod would sta rt on Fl'brua1·~· 
15, 1926, the fir l <late on which contrac•t mail was earried. Xcw rates of 10 
cent a half ounce rP"'ardle: of <lislan<:e flown bec·ame effective on l·'ebrnary 
1, 1927 per Order ~o . .J.961 <late<l Derernber 23, 1926 : 

·'The i·ate of postaae on mail carried b:'' airplane on either <:o,·­
ernment-operated or contracl air mail route or 011 both shall be 10 
cent for <'acb half ounce or fraction thereof re~anlless of distanc<'.!!·· 
The co,·er shown in l•'ig. l is franked w.ith a strip of three of the Sc air 

mail of 1923. ~\tluitional frunkin,,. or l e i ' prodded by thl' 11· st am pcd 

-cc 
~ 
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c:> :E 
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~ 
..... 
0 

~' ~ 
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l". H. Hawley 

5007 Pr ospect Ave., 

CleTel a.nd, Ohio 

Fig. I. A 25c rate cover. The rete i• IOc for the contract route from Puco, Wuh. to Elko, Nev., 
plu• I Sc for the Hveral 1oneo or part 1ones of the Government route from Elko to Cleveland. 
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VI A AI R MAIL 

Fig. 2. A I Sc rate cover. The rate is I Oc for the contract route from St. Paul, Minn. to Chicago, 
Ill. plus Sc for the Government route from Chicago to New York 

t•n,·elopl'. Tints, the full rult• i' 23t'. The stamps a 1·e cancell<'d .\ pril 3, 192(i. 
al ~N1ttll', Wash. Jn the lower ll'ft c·ornl'r is thl' t~·1H~w1·ittc•n le~rntl ".\ ir 
~rail Yiu Pas<'o, Wash. & l~lko, Xe,·.· · The Nlll<'ellinir datC' ol' .\ pril :>, 1!)2() 
is just one day prior to th<' inaug-mul 1lig-ht from P11s1·0, Wmih. to Elko, "'.'\C'\". 

made on .\pril (). 1926. Th1• <'o,·er appears. then, to ha\'C been . ent ,·ia trnin 
from ,"'catt le to Paseo, \\'a h. Thet·<'. it probnbly was plnced aboarcl the planr 
whic•h fie" thr first t' .. \ . ~I.;; mail to Elko. ~e,·atla. . \ <"tnally, thi. i<; the only 
lli~ht it <·cmld hnn made rrom Pasco, \Vnsh. b etHUSl' scn·i<•e on the P nsro-Elko 
rnutr was su.'pended the nex t day, .\ p1·il 7. 19:W, h<•c·aus<' of a "ir t'i<'. of mi. ha p"' 
and rquipment troublC''i. .'(' r\'i<·e wu-; not n•-.nmed until .Jun<' 1. 1926. 

I n 1926 tlw onlr <: on•r111111mt-opcrut<•d mut<' was thc> tmn. c-ontinf'nl!ll 
ront<' between :-\cw Yo1·k and . 1111 Fl'anci co, Calif. Elko. ~e,·1ula w11. one ot' 
the intr rmediat t• s tops on the zone between 8an F'ran<'is<'o nm! ('hpy('nne, \Yy. 
omini.t. The c•ontnH•t route from P usc·o, \Yush. to Elko, Xen1da was inHUg"ttra le<l 
to Sl'l'\"C tht• 2\:orthwestern sta t<•s with fa.-.t St'r,·i('(' to the Enst da till• OoY<'rll · 
ml•nt Trnnscon tinenrnl line. the co1111cction being- made at Elko. Therefon•. 
at't('l' HITirnl in Elko ,th <' letl l' l' fkw tlw bulnnt•(' or the' <listan('e to it. dPstination 
on the OovernmC'nt 1·ottll'. This l1e<:l'ssitatt'<l l :lr udditiom1l po lage a l'ollows: 

part zone - Elko. :\ev. to Chcy<•nnc, \\'~·o. 5c 
full zouc - Cheyenne. Wyo. to 'hicago, Ill. 5c 
part zone - l'hit·ago, Ill. lo 'levrland, Ohio fle 

total air mail <'hnrg-e on 00\·ernment 1·out<' me 

Thu , the total air mail rat<' i. 2:>c consi ' ting- of lOc for lh<' contrart rouk 
and 13<' for the Government r ou te. 

The ('0\'er shown in Fil!. 2 is franked with the lOr )[11p air mail stamp or 
192(), togeth<'r with a :ic· postage stamp to make a 13<· r11tc. Tt is ranc<'llC'cl 
.June 1:;, 1926, 3 p. m., .'t. Paul , ::\linnesot11 and biwk;.;tamped .June Hl, Hl26. 
:l p. m., :\pw York, X Y. C . . \ . )L 9. the eoutrac·t route from Ht. Poul. )Linn . 
to Chical?o. Tll . wus i11a111?uratct! on June 7, 19:26. Thus. on June 15. 1926, th<' 
c·onh·n<'t rate of 10c was 1·cqui1·etl for the ll iirht from • 'I. Paul to <'hi<'lll?O. At 
l'hica~o. the letter wa transfcrre<l to the <l tffernment-operatec.l rout<'. There-
. l<ro Pl1 ilatel~t .J11nal" '>l 



fore, f>c ndditiona l wa. req uired for the 'hicago to :\r w York zone 0 11 this route. 
ma king the tot<tl a ir mail po ·tage required 15(·. 

'rhe COYCr shown in l<'ig . 3 is fra nked with !I pa ir 0£ the lOc )fop stamps 
o r 1926. cancelkd with tht> 1·ollcr marking o r Los .\ 111?clcs. C'alifo1·n ia . ' rhcrc 
is a n additional Los Angcl<'s hirnd ' tamp in the lower r ight corner dated 0 ('­
tobcr rn. HJ26. 9 p.lll . The (:0\ 'CI' i. backstampcd ( 'hi<·Hl?O, I llinois. lktobcr l :l. 
1926. 7 n.m. It probably was sent Yia ( '. A. ,\I. -l, thr (·ontract r oute bct w~'<'ll 
Lo An~cl c · and alt La ke Cit~., l'ta h. ' .• \ . )I. -l wa inaugurated on .\pril 17. 
i926 by 'Ycstei·n .\ ir Express. lrw. Tl1e purpose of this route was to p ro\•idc 
Los .\n~e les with a direc·t connection to the E ast a ncl :\ew Yo rk by way of 11 

link with the T n t11.<.;<·ontinental rout e at . 'alt Lake Cit~-. Th<' 20l· r ule would. 
thu ·, bP made up a. follows: 

( 'ontraC' t 1·a te Los .\ugcles to . alt La ke ' ity . l'lah 10<· 
Part zone on UO\·crnmcnt route. ,'alt Lake 

Cit~· to Cheyenne, w ·yominir .w 
Fnll zon<' on Uowrnm cnt route. Ch<'ycnn<'. 

" ' yom ing. lo 'hi<-ago. l llinois :le• 

20r 

It is a lso po. siblr that lhi. eo,·er ma.' · ha ,·c fl O\\' D by wn~· of. 'nn Frarwisro. 
a follows : 

Contrac t rate. 1~0 Angele. to an Franci co 
d a C . . A. )I. ~. inau~ua ra.ted 'eplcmber 13. 1926 lOc 

ITALY AIR MAIL COVERS 
.;;:Cl \Vorld's first air mail stamp, flown 'Turin-Rome Z.00 
#Cl do. error in arrival pmk. zz. IV. instead ZZ. V. 1917 '4.00 
.;+Cl do. return flig ht Rome-Turin cover Z.SO 
#CZ World's first sea-plane st., Naples-Palermo Z.00 
#CZ do. Naples-Palermo posted in R.ome '4.00 
# CZ do. return flight Palermo-Naples .. Z.00 
1925, Special flight LEGHORN-ROME with unused J~off. air s t. 2.00 
1925, Same flight, 1 2offic. air st. cancelled J.OO 
1926, "NORGE" airship Polar cover with .112offic. air stamp, Rome-

Kingsbay . H.00 
1926, do. Cover flown across North Pole to TELLER, Alaska, where 

Italian franking has been uncelled upon arrival, autographed by 
a member of the Crew, few known 60.00 

\Ve specialize in air mall covers of Italy, Colonies, San Marino, 
Vatiun City, s ince 1925 and have one of the fines t assortments 
in ex istence. Approvals. 

PENNY BLACK 
P. 0. Box 57 

TAMP CO. 
Dumont, N. J. 

S. L . Bn.yer, P r op. :'\lembrr Aero Phllo.tellJSl.!!, Life Member A A:'\tS ; 
Collec tors C lub, ASDA. 

P. S. At the present time we have in stock one set of 5 FDC Italy 
:/tCOZ and the four Colonies #CBOl on the OFFICIAL covers -
flown. 

.T t11!11<lr!I. J <11; I 



.r'.Led J . Teuaone.L 
~ Bol'o 744 ' 

Hol i,y-wood , Cal. 

Prot~otu .baCk xo~e CO.L~Oration , 

...u· . E. C . lrl.oka, 

7~, ~o .Wella at ., 

Cn.ioabo , Ill • 

Fig. l. A 20c rate cover. The rate is IOc for the contract route from Los Angeles to Salt Lake City, 
plus I Oc for the part tone and full tone on the Government route. ( Photos by Boutrelle) 

Full zmw on Uo,·t'rnnH'nt 1·oull• San F nuwist•u lo 
< 'ht•\·en1w ~c 

!-'nil 1.on~· on Uon·l'llnwnt 1·ouk 'hl·~·enne to 
l 'hi1·ugo 5c 

20c 

Tlw likdihood is that it went by wuy oJ Salt Lake ('it.' si11<•e tlwt was thl' 
11101.;1 direct rout C'. 

'l'hl• tli1·N· 1·11111mcrt·iul 1:0\'CI'~ illtL.,lruted i11 th i:. 1u·ti1·h•, ~howin!!' usage 011 
both t·ontn1<·t und C:o,·ern111cnt rout('-, arc thl' onh· one-. found in almost fi\'l• 
.' ·1·11r-, of -;ea1·1·hi 11~. 'l'hl'." arl' not 1·0111111011 . Ifo,~·eve1-. 111or1• ma~· be withi11 
your reach. Tlw t 1·ic-k i:. to be able to rl'<·oi:mizt• them "in<·e none arc spl.'<·ifi<·ally 
111a1·ked lo indi<·nll• this t.qw of u"a~e. .A thorou:,d1 kno'' led:?t' of ai r muil rat 1•-, 
and route~ i!-. nc•1·1·•N11ry for sut•h rcc·o!!'nitio11. 

Reference Notes: 

I. l'nit ed 8t11tc•-; l)umc-;t il' l'ostuge Hat es 17~9 - 195Ci, p. 77. P. !l. D. Publi-
1·111ion I:). pnblii..hed br the Post Offit·1• Department. \\'u. hin1rton. D . ( '. 
:l. I bicl. p. 7". 

C A NADA !Continued fro m pag e 79) 
Zilll' mig-ht bring- forth some informatiou. ~otitC in the of thl' lal'f{l' O\'lli ('Ull ­

l0!'1Jntion on this 111~ .. ·~t(· r~· stamp tlu• ,,.ot"cl. ·· Kl'nor11 . ·· '!' his dcfi nitl'lr ties it 
in wi1h the info1·mation about t lw first fligh t publi ·h<'<I i11 tlw old specialized 
1·i1tal o~tH'. The <'alll'ellation ·., 1·olor is hlue. 

But what about the il lu~tratl'<l stamp that was und1.•r tlw eopr of ( 'anu<la 
S111111bria :\o. ;)HI? If any r l"ad1•r Nill o ffe1· some information. pleast.> write to 
.Jean Uta n•la.t. z:; Pla<'c .Jules F'('IT)', )font l'Olll!P ( . eiM) . l•'ra1we. )ly thanks 
to m.'· friend. ll cnry :u. Goodkincl. the t'<litor of the .\ ERO l'Hll ~\TELI T A.'l;::\.u~"· 
for hi assi. taiwe in prepar in!? this a11icle for pnbli1.·alion . 

• l 1r1J l'hiloldi.'11 J1111ol11 



I RAEL 

Error - Missing Blue Color 
On New 1963 Air Mail tamp 

By S. L. BA YER 

ln 1963, Israel i.::"ued a ct of thrt>e air mail ·tump , ·ho\\·ing diffe1·ent. kin<l-; 
of bir<ls ( ~colt '31 w C33). Each <l~ign wa. printe<l with mnl1i-colo1-s. 

'l'he lowest denomination, '31, 'dth a bird callecl a ·' bee e~1 t er ... wa · fowH.l 
1cilhout the lioht bh1r color. This is shown in th<' accompan~·ing illustration. 

The normal stamps a1·e in the block of four a t the lPft. On the right sheet 
margin arc tht• plate numbers. 020:>63 and 0919-17. On 1he top sheet margin is 
the number " 1 :1' ' framoo in a hexagon a nd o\·c1· the e<•oncl t~mp in the t-Op 
l'OW. the ·ymbol or thf' [ '1'11('1 P~t Office. the " rnnnilll? stag.'. Th.i. lat ter i;; 
printed in li.,.ht blue with the stag in "·hite. 

® : . . . ................ ...•. ..••...•..•. •. .••••. 
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• c:o . . ....... . . c:o • • ~ . m . . . . . . . 

The p1·1·or in a block of !'our with th<' mio ·i11g li~ht blue eolors is Rt the r ight. 
This ha!l plate numbers 020:>63 and 09 19.J.6 in the rig-ht shN.'t mar~n. a nd also 
the " 5 •· OYPI' th<> first stamp in the top sheet margin . But notice tha t. ot'C1· 

the .~ccond stamp, 110 11/11r •· nm11i11g stag" npw•nrs. The arrow point to thi . 
Also markc<l with black arrows a re the mi.·.~inr1 light blue color on the bfrd's 

brcnsl and ln11. l n the nonnnl stamp, the I.ail is gret>n. Tn the error blO<'k, t he 
ta il i. yellow. Thi! is h f'Nlll. e the gt·<'e-n c>..olor wai; made b,,. mixin.,. yellow and 
blue. But where the blue color ii mi iug, ob,·iously the I.ail remained yellow. 

January, 196./ 



AERO· PHILATELIC 

MATERIAL 

sells better through the 

H. R. HARMER, Inc. 

AUCTIONS. 

Why 
not 

prove 
•t? I • 

H. R. HARMER, Inc . 

The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneers 

6 West 48th Street, New York, N. Y. 10036 

\ 
\ 

\ 
\ 
\ 



WORLD 

AIRMAIL 

NEWS 

A monthly publication for collec­

tors of a ir mail stamps. Lists new 

issues at net prices. New discov­

eries and errors are reported . 

Contains articles of lasting inter­

est. The authority in the field . 

I I issues 

$5.00 u. s. A. 

$5.50 Canada 

$6.00 Elsewhere 

521 Fifth Avenue 

New York, N. Y. 10017 


