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When you decide 

to sell your stamps 

you want 

the best market 

for them ... 

Follow the example of 

other discriminating philatelists 

and write first to 

HARMER, ROOl(E & CO., Inc. 
Leading Auctioneers of Fine Stamps 
560 Fifth Avenue, New York 36, N. Y. 



Ii Your Colledion Is For Sale 

ONE OF THE 

LEADING BUYERS OF 

U. S. and Foreign 
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~ 1955 [dili.on 
SCOTT!)S AIR 
POST ALBUM 

And Supple111e11t No. 16 

Complete album in 3 bind-
ers , new Supplement ...... $32.50 

Supplement # 16, cover ing 
air post issues of 1953 
through 1954 ... ..... ....... . 9.00 

Please order from your dealer. 

If ordering f rom publisher, add postage. 

L SCOTT PUBLICATIONS. Inc. 
461 Eighth Avenue New York 1, N. Y. 
LI. s. PRICE LIST 
OUR 68 PAGE ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST 

Free On Request 
INCLUDES : 

Confederate Issues 
U. S. Possessions 
Canada 
Newfoundland 
Separate Listing of U. S. Plate 

Number Blocks 

Your Want Lists of U. S. Stamps and Covers 
Will Be Appreciated . 

JOHN A. FOX 
173 Tulip Avenue, Floral Park, N. Y. 
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THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Considers one of its most important functions the 

improvement of relations between Collectors and 

Dealers . . . Our more than 800 Members are 

pledged to serve you wel I. 

The stamps which they sell you must be and are 

Gua ranteed Genuine. 

We u rge you to purchase your stamps from dealers 

d isplaying the A. S. D. A. Symbol. 

We f irml y bel ieve that the Members of the 

Co llectors Club and The American Stamp Dealers' 

Association are engaged in a joint enterprise - the 

Improvement of Philately . . 

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 
116 Nassau Street New York 38, N. Y. 

! 
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The 
• 

. \ .\ 1LR.J6 . \~ NEW AMERICAN 

STAMP 

CATALOG 

1956 EDITION 

$3.00 

In this just-off-the-press edition you'll find additional fun 
and knowledge in the exciting new sections on : 

* CANAL ZONE; CUAM; HAWAII; RYUKYU 
ISLANDS; UNITED NATIONS. 

* U. S. administration of: CUBA; PHILIPPINE 
ISLANDS; PUERTO RICO. 

* POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS; POSTAL CARDS; 
OFFICIAL CARRIERS. 

PLUS all the wonderful material on United States stamps of all classes which made 
the 1954-55 edition a best-seller. 

This book will open up new collecting vistas for you - it's one no serious collector 
can afford to miss. 

WRITE, PHONE OR COME IN - Beyond Delivery Area Add 35c for Shipping Charges. 

- Available at Th e Collectors' Stamp and Coin D epartments -

GIMBELS 
Ninth at Market Sts. 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 

GIMBELS GIMBELS GIMBELS 
Westchester 

Yonkers, N. Y. 
W. Wisconsin Ave. 
Milwaukee 3, Wisc. 

33rd at Broadway 
New York 1, N. Y. 

MARSHALL FIELD & CO. 
Chicago 90, Illinois 

RI CH'S 
Atlanta 2, Ga. 

WOODWARD & LOTHROP 
Washington, D. C. 

KAUFMANN'S 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

JOSKE BROS. CO. 
San Antonio, Texas 

JORDAN MARSH COMPANY 
Boston, Massachusetts 

THE J. L. HUDSON CO. 
Detroit, Michigan 

HALLE BROS. 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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Editorials 

Making Philately Richer 
The la rges t retail sporting goods store in 

this cou ntry has the larges t spo rting book 
department. Why? Because this g reat store 
discove red some yea rs ago th at when a cus­
tomer cou ld be induced to read books abou t 
his spo rt, he found that he needed more and 
better equipment fo r the fuller enjoyment of 
hi s sport. It is ju st th at simple. 

The day when tir e re tail stamp d ealer 
wakes up to the implica tions of thi s simple 
fact , he wi ll be on th e way to increasi ng 
his business profits. H e will be helpin g to 
in sure the permanence of his clientele. In ­
stead of so many of hi s customers t iring of 
st amp coll ecting, th ey wi ll find greatly in­
creased interest in it because of th eir wider 
kn owledge. 

Th e "mortality rate" among new st amp col­
lectors mu st be a fearful figure to contem­
plate. One good indication of this important 
fac t is to be found in the number of new 
members in th e nation al philatelic societi es 
who drop ou t after one yea r of membe rshi p. 

It is, and should be, evident th at the mere 
accumul ation of st amps is not a sufficiently 
sound fo und ation on wh ich to build a las ting 
interes t in philately. Thousand s of collectors, 
who fail to gain an intelligent appreciation 
of, and knowledge about, their st amps, are 
easi ly won away from philately by some oth er 
hobby. 

This wi ll neve r be ch anged unless many 
more st amp collectors a re ed uca ted to app re­
ciate and understand th ei r st amps, by be ing 
induced to read what previous o r more ex-
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL . XXXJV, N
perienced collector s have lea rned abou t th em. 
And, to complete th e circl e, how can th e 
more expe ri enced coll ectors make th eir hard­
won knowledge avai lable unless th e books 
th a t th ey a re willing to write, can be profit­
ably published? And why should a publisher 
be willing to print th ese essential and useful 
books unless some means can be developed to 
make it possible to sell th em to the very peo­
ple who can profi t most by th ei r contents? 

The sor ry picture today is th at phi latelic 
books ca n only be pr inted in very sma ll­
and th erefo re unprofit able-edi tions. As soon 
as such a book goes ou t of print, its price 
doubles o r quadrupl es . This in itself pre­
vents many new co ll ecto rs from gai ning the 
know ledge th ey so so rely need to stimul ate 
and sustai n th ei r interest. Furthermore, 
many se rious students a re frustrated by th e 
lack of readily ava il abl e and reliable liter a­
t u re, or by the ruinous prices th ey must pay 
for ou t-of-print ed iti ons. 
' It is not to be expected th a t th e general 

ret ai l bookstore will invest much of its capi­
tal in philatelic liter ature- in the face of th e 
tremendous volume of new and popular books 
th ey m ust keep in stock to hold th eir cus­
tomers. It is true that more bookstores in 
r ecent years are carrying a few philatelic 
books, but the st amp collecting public too 
ra rely turn s to th ese sto res for books on 
philately. 

Tir e l ogical, eco-no m ical, essen tial and bes t 
outlet for plrilatelic lit erature is t ir e retail 
stamp d ealer. He has th e customers, th e 
mailing li sts, and th e technical knO\dedge re­
quired to sell such books. He slr ould have the 
incentive to see th a t his custome rs increase 
thei r knowledge of, and interest in , st am ps 
O. VI 



EDITORIALS 
through reading such books. His serious 
effor ts to ed ucate his customers through 
read ing are bound to pay him-and th e entire 
wo rld of phil ately-profi t able dividends. 

The reta il st amp dealer can make a very 
-satisfac tory profi t through the sale of books. 
We have obse rved the time and effort often 
r eq uired to sell a few dolla rs wo rth of st amps 
to a cus tomer. We venture th e opinion that 
consid erably less of th e same time and effort 
expended in selling a useful philatelic book 
would produce an equal or even grea te r 
profi t in money, and insure a ste adier custom­
e r fo r th e future. 

Stamp coll ecting is, o r should be, an in­
te ll ectual pursuit-much more so th an fish­
ing, let us say. But th ere h ave been more 
edi t ions of Izaak Walton's "Compleat 
Angler" than any book printed in E nglish 
except th e Bible. In cont rast , the finest 
philatelic book eve r printed made a pitiful 
showing compa red to books on fishing. Why? 
Because there is no practical realization on 
th e part of th e people, who make th ei r living 
sell ing stamps, of the real importance of 
selling philatelic books. 

The exception is th e postage st amp cata­
logue, " ·hich is obviously a bargain as books 
go. The simple reason for this is th at 
th rough the sales efforts of the stamp tr ade 
enough cop ies of th e cat alogue can be printed 
to permit a reasonable price for w hat would 
be a fearful ly expensive volume if only 500 

to 1000 copies cou ld be sold. 
Several philatelic magazines realize th e 

truth of th e above sta tements, and make a 
real effor t to sell current philatelic books. 
But nothing can take th e place of a pe rson al 
sales effo rt , face to face w ith an interest ed 
prospective customer. The only person , w ho 
is in a strong position to make th at effo rt , is 
th e retail stamp dealer. For th e lasti ng 
good of eve ryone inte rested in philately, and 
the immediate profit of the stamp dealer, it 
is devou tly to be hoped th at he will investi ­
gate th e possibilities of selling philatelic 
books, and undertake this yvo rthwhile ex ten­
sion of hi s business. 

"Stamp Collecting Teaches" 
The well-known, popular weekly magazine 

« The New Yorker" in its September 3, 1955 
THE COLL
issue published an interview wi th the new 
director of th e Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
New York, . Y. We have extracted this 
small portion of it and quote: 

" J ames J. Rorimer, th e new director of 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, received 
us in his tapes t ried office . . . W e have 
t wo ch ild ren-a boy of eigh t or nine and 
a girl around eleven. . I 'm trying to ge t 
th em to collect st amps. Stamp-collecting 
teaches neatness and geog raphy, and is good 
tr aini ng fo r th e eye. I used to collect 
st amps and cigar bands, and I've collected 
candles ticks since I was fifteen." 

Comi ng from th e di rector of one of th e 
wo rld 's g reat museums , \vho lives continually 
wi th g reat works of art from the very ancient 
to th e mode rn , we believe these views on 
st amp collecti ng a re especially signi ficant. 
We particularly like the expression "good 
training for the eye". This is pe rh aps a tal­
en t th at too few people appreciate, even with 
th e current popular clamor fo r a better physi­
cal fi tn ess program. M aybe too much empha­
sis is put upon muscle and brawn. 

An Acid Test 
During th e nex t three years or so, we 

shall w itness th e sale of a coll ect ion of stamps 
th at is pe rh aps unr ivall ed as far as the value 
of one individual 's holdings. The stamps of 
th e late Alfred H. Caspa ry probably repre­
sent th e richest ever owned by one collector. 
His collections abou nd w ith United States 
and fo reign st amps that are known to be the 
ra rest gems of philately. 

It h as been ou r firm convict ion that th e 
strength and prosperity of philately does not 
rest upon millions of people buying full sheets 
or plate number blocks of recent Uni ted 
Sta tes commemora tive st amps for futu re 
profit (or loss). Instead the welfare of 
st amp col lecting is evidenced by a strong, in­
terested demand for stamps of es t ablished 
philatelic value. In th e past we h ave hea rd 
some exp ress th eir fears th at if a certain 
person's so-called fabulous holdings of st amps 
had to be liquid ated within a year o r so, the 
market would break w ide open. However, it 
seems most probable th at exactly the oppo-
ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. xxxrv, NO. VI 



EDITORIALS 
site 1s about to happen. The Caspary col­
lec tion not only may neve r depress the st amp 
ma rket, but the present-day demand can es­
t abli sh values higher th an ever befo re. There­
fo re th e ac id tes t is coming. 

But thi s obse rv ation seems tim ely to re­
co rd just as the fir st Caspa ry sale is t aking 
place. W e have not heard one person ex­
press any fea r about such a galaxy of r a re 
st amps depress ing th e ma rket . The only 
fea rs tha t we hea rd exp ressed we re from 
prospective buye rs, wh o feared th at competi ­
ti on for items th ey wanted in th e C aspary 
co ll ection would fo rce th e bidding so high, 
th at they cou ld not afford to buy. 

So when one speaks of I N VESTME N T 
I I'\ ST AM P S, he mus t look to coll ections like 
M r. Caspary's and exa min e the results of 
th ese sa les. A successful se ries of auction 
sa les wi ll ass ure eve ryone, wheth er he owns a 
mode rate or valuable coll ection of st amps, 
th at he need not wo rry about his phil atelic 
investment in th e fo reseeable futur e. 

Our Philatelists of the Past 

It is our belief th at in fa r too many in­
st ances th e philatelist of today is unduly 
ha rsh upon th e preced ing students of phi­
.lately. Kn owledge in phil ately has been 
grad ually accu mul ated. It did not come ove r­
night. T hose , fo r example, who had a bent 
to study stamps and reco rd th eir in fo rm ation 
yea rs ago, made a g reat contribution to our 
current coll ecting pleasures. The way of a 
pionee r is most difficult . O f course, he would 
stumble and er r. But now too many a re in­
cl ined to j udge him by his e rror s, almost to 
the ex tent of overloo kin g th e g reater portion 
of his contributions tha t st ill st and as 
accura te. 

Phil ately is not much more th an a 100 

yea rs old. Those w ho we re attr ac ted to it 
in its ea rl ies t yea rs coul d never be expected 
to have had the fo r es ight of visualizing its 
cu rrent un ive rsal appeal fo r millions. The 
his tory of ph il ately shows thi s. It was nei th er 
conceived nor born as a pursuit to fl ourish 
and thriv e fo r centuries . No r we re most of 
THE C'Ol.LECTO RS CLU B PH I LA T EL IST , VOL . XXX IV, 
th e ea rly students of st amps privileged to 
have a higher education w hich w ould teach 
them th e bas ic rules of schola rship. M any 
of our current phil atelic stu dents have earned 
college deg rees, .being instructed through re­
search theses in th e art of seeking knowl­
edge in lib ra ries and other institutions, and 
coherently reco rding it. 

Each succeeding student, in studying 
st amps, must re-exa min e pas t knowledge and 
test it w ith newly found documents or perti­
nent phil atelic mate ri al. Our knowledge 
must be subjec ted to a continu al refinement. 
But it is un fa ir to di smi ss some pas t studies 
by exagge r ations th a t th e number of mistakes 
fo und th e rein brand s th e entire contents as 
un wo rthy. This 1s an untrue glittering 
generality. 

Phil ately w ants neither he ro wo rshipers 
nor iconocl as ts. But in general a much more 
appreciative view of our previous schola rs is 
111 o rd e r. W e snee r too much at our ea rly 
phil a telists. True, th ey had th eir fa ults and 
mad e many mist akes. Y et today stamp col­
lecting wo uld be a vas t unkn own fie ld 111 a 
g reat part \Ve re it not fo r all those w ho t rod 
th e path before us and told us wh at was 
foun d. 

Kn o\\·ledge is handed along f rom genera­
tion to generat ion. It is not given w ith th e 
comm and-"Thou must accept". But all 
th at ,,.e know today w as not just discovered 
yes terday o r the day befo re. Th is genera­
tion, we a re sure, would not w ish to be 
judged as ha rshly by succeed ing ones as many 
in our r anks seem to be do in g to our prede­
cesso rs. When we discove r an e rror of th e 
pas t, let us co rrect it in th e fa ir , proper 
mann er. L et us not rip th e previous stud ent 
to shreds because of some mi st akes. This 
prac tice should cease beca use if this fault 
becomes too gener al, succeeding generations 
sh all rightly view us as captious critics who 
never saw th e good, only th e bad. 

Phil ately is being built like a house, brick 
by brick. W e must be aw are of th e struc­
ture w e inherited and give c redit to th e ea rli­
e r builde rs. W e, of course, mu st ad d our 
improvements, but never losing sight of our 
past indebtedn ess and rich heritage. 
N O. VI 



COLOMBIA 

British Offices in Colombia and British Stamps Used Therein 

By F. G. LARSEN 
(This article continues th e subject from th e 
point reached in th e compl ete tr anslation from 
the Kohl H andbook, w hich we published in 
the May 1952 number, COLLECTORS CLUB 
PHILATEL IST, Vol. 31, No. 3.-Edit or) . 

The extension of British business over the 
world in th e ea rly part of th e 19th Century 
brought with it th e need fo r a fas t and es­
pecially a reliable postal serv ice. British post 
offi ces were accordingly es tablished in many 
parts of th e world , especially th ose in which 
the domestic postal service eith er was inade­
quate o r had poor ar r angements for handlin g 
mai l to or fro m Great Britain. P oints 
re ached or ext ensively used by the British 
merch ant marin e, th en predominant over all 
othe rs, were the sites of those offices. South 
America was no exception. The grow th of 
British tr ade wi th th at con tin ent was m arked 
by an ever increasing number of British post 
offices. 

The fir st such in L atin America was o;i­
ened at Buenos Aires, in 1827 according to 
Dr. l\ilarco de l Ponte, as a result of a postal 
convention between Buenos Aires and the 
U nited Kingdom, of April IO, 1824. By 1840 
a British post offic e had also been es t abli shed 
at St. Thomas, th en in the Danish West 
Indies. These two por ts were th e main in­
terch ange points of routes fo r th e two great 
British shipping companies, th e R oyal Mai l 
Steam P acket Co. and th e P ac ific Steam 
Naviga tion Co. The two comp anies conn ect­
ed at Buenos Aires in the south; at th e north 
by a land route across P anama from Colon , 
("Aspinwall " o r " Chag res," to use the place­
names of th ose days), to the ci ty of P anama. 

As th e steamship comp anies increased th eir 
268 THE COLL
services, more and more British post offices 
were es t abli shed. I 841, w hen th e Pacific 
Steam Navigation Co. originated as a con­
solidation of several short lines, opens th e 
development. J\ o less than 16 cou ntries in 
the Antilles and in America, south from 
l\llexico, had such offices at one or anoth er 
time (See li st , K ohl H andbook, Vol. 3, pp. 
836-37.) Most of these offices were closed 
between 1877 and 1882, as the various coun­
t ries in w hich th ey were situa ted join ed th e 
U. P. U . Special si tu at ions caused oth ers to 
l:e closed before thi s event , as w ith Sant a 
l\ilartha , Colombia, w hich ceased to be a port 
of cal l. 

The office at St. Thomas was directly ad­
mini stered by th e Br it ish post al se rvice. The 
o thers were ei the r in th e consu la tes and 
operated by the consul ar st aff, or in th e 
steamship companies' offices and with th eir 
st aff doing th e postal work . Many of th e 
offices had postm arking devices, years before 
st amps we re supplied, and handled th e mai l 
in normal st ampless cove r procedures. 

There were five offices es tablished in Co­
lombi a, and suppli ed with postmarki ng de­
vices, as we ll as wi th killers afte r th e use 
of st amps had been adop ted . There w as, in 
my judgment, surely a six th office, Buenaven­
tu ra, w hich appea rs not to h ave received a 
postmarking device. 

The Savanilla office was transferr ed, to­
gether w ith th e British Consul ate, to Baran­
quilla in 1878. Savanill a ceased to exist as a 
harbor and was replaced by Puerto Colombia. 
That place was connected to Baranquilla by 
a British-owned ra il road . 

The reason for thinking that an office also 
ex isted at Buenaventur a is th at , as stated by 
ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, NO. VI 



BRITISH OFFICES IN COLOM BI A 
The five known offices are: 

Site (change of name or 
site in parentheses) 

Panama 

D ate of opening D ate of Supplying 
Stamps 

Ca rtagena 
Santa Martha* 
Colon (Aspinw all , Chagres) 
Savanill a ( Baranquill a) 

1846 
18+6 

Befo re I 858 
1870 
1872 

1865 
1865 
1865 
1870 
1872 
Dr. Munk", du ring the R evolution of 1875 
letters add ressed to Bogota had to be re­
routed via P anama and Buenaventura, th ence 
overland to Bogo ta. Furth ermore, the P os tal 
Convention of I847, w hich we shall discuss, 
menti ons Buen aventur a in its Article IX as 
one of the poi nts of exchange of mail between 
the New Granadan and the British pos t al 
se rvices. 

POSTAL CONVENTION OF 1847 W ITH 
UNITED KINGDOM 

The British post offices in P anama and 
Cartagena were in operation for at leas t a 
yea r before the first post al conventi on was 
signed. They operated "de facto" , mos t 
probably as a result of the close, frie ndly 
relations between Grea t Brita in and Greater 
Colombia during th e W ar of Independence. 

The first postal convention between Great 
Britain and New Grenada was signed in 
THE I OLLECTORS CLUB P HILATELIST, VOL. XXX IV, 
Bogota, May 24, 1847. The signa to ries 
we re : 

Manu el Maria M allarino, Secretary for 
Fo reign Rela tions of the Republic of New 
G ran ada and D aniel F. O'Leary, charge 
d'affaires for H er M ajes ty's government**. 

The Convention was ra tified in Bogo ta on 
D ecember 17 , 18+7 , and signed by: 

General T omas Cipriano de Mosquera, 
Presid ent of th e Republic of New Granada, 
and th e sa me O 'L eary, on behalf of the 
R ritish government. 

The Convention remained in force, plus 
so me minor changes in later yea rs, until July 
1, 1881, th e da te on which Colombia joined 
the U. P . U . 

Rates under the Convention : 

Article s XV to XXII of th e 1847 Con­
vention set the rates to be ch arged by the 
British Post Offices: 
To or from ports in th e Unit ed Kin gdom 
One sheet of up to 0 ounce 
0 to l ou nce 
1 to 2 ounces 
2 to 3 ounces 
Each addition al ounce or fr ac tion 

thereof 

To the B ritish Antilles, Guadeloupe and 
Martinique: 

O ne shee t of up to 0 ounce 
From 0 to I ounce 
Each addi tional ounce or fr ac tion thereof 

l\ ewspapers or gazettes 

*Always •pel led thu s on Briti sh postmarks, t hough it 
is Santa M arta more co rrect ly and in loca l usage. 

t See Kohl Handbook translation, COLLECTOR S CLUB 

l'HI L AT E LI STJ ~l ay 1952, page 12 8, col. 2. 

By Packet Ship 
IS 

2 S 

4s 
6s 

IS 

4d 
8d 
4d 
No charge 

B y Private Ship 
8d 
I S 4d 
2 S 8d 
ss 4d 

8d 

1 d per piece 

** D aniel F lorence O ' Leary, born in Dubl in, had been 

a General in the Army of I ndependence and Aide-de­

Camp to the Liberato r, Simon Bolivar. H e lon g li ved 

at , an d died in, Bogota. 
NO. VJ 



B R I T I S H 0 F F I C E S I. N C 0 L 0 M B I A 
R ates to other European countries, reached 

by transi t through th e United K ingdo m, 

were th ese plus th e add itional post age be­

tween Britain and th e coun t ry of ultimate 

destination. 

Acco rdi ng to Article XX, H er Majesty's 
govern ment was required to pay a tr ansit fee 
on mai l between Pan ama and Colon (Aspin­
wall , Chagres) in either direction, of 2 reales 

L ette rs up to 0 ounce 
Y:? to ~ ounce 
;Jt; to I ounce 

and for each Y, ounce o r fr action thereof 
beyond 1 ounce 

R egistr ati on fee was + reales, irrespective of 
w eight or distance. 

Mixed Frankings: 

The New Granadine (Colombi an ) post al 
l aw of April 29. 18+6 ays, in t ransla tion : 

"Article 3. 
Correspondence mai led at th e n ational post 

offices to be tr anspo rted to any fore ign co un­
try has always to be prepaid, at th e same 
r ate as if di rec ted from one province of 
New Granada to anoth er ; and letters or 
shee ts deposi ted in mai l boxes shall not be 
di spatched except , as mentioned in Article 2 , 

to Ecuador o r Ven ezue la; th ese regulations 
to be in force unless changed by new inter­
n ati onal conventions." 

The reference to "deposited in mail boxes" 
means letters not prepaid. Thus, a ll foreign 
mail , save tha t addressed to Ecuador o r 
V enezuela, had to have domestic postage pre­
pa id . 

"Article 4. For th e mails which capta in s 
of merchant ships whether steame rs o r sa il­
ing ships, are required always to turn over 
to th e post offi ces at the ports of the R ep ub­
lic, post age will be cha rged a-:co rding to th e 
Jollowing rul es :" 

" Single, double and tripl e lette rs or shee ts 
ad dressed to pe rsons resic'ent in the po rt of 
a rriv al or elsewl-:ere in tl:e same province, 
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for each Granadine ounce, payment to be 
mad e quarterly. 

Colombian Postage : 

I n ad dition to the rates charged by th e 
British P ost Office, th e New Granadine gov­
ernment charged its own national postage, 
for the transpo rta tion of mai l, to or from 
th e British office at th e port. Acco rding to 
th e law of April 29 , 18+6, the r ates we re : 

ff/ithin one 
Province 

I real 
10 reales 
2,Y:! reales 

1 J4 reales 

From one Province 
t o another 

10 reales 
2Y, reales 
30 reales 

2 reales 

shall be charged postage due as if mailed from 
one place to anoth er wi thin th e same prov­
ince; and th ose add ressed to persons resident 
in anoth er province shall be charged as mail 
from one province to anoth er, all acco rding 
to th e r ate list in Article 1 of this law." 

Acco rdingly, th e dual postage was specifi­
cally mentioned in the 1847 P ostal Conven­
tion between Great Britain and New Gre­
nada . W e translate Article XIX thereof: 

"Article XIX: For letters of any origin 
which a re sent from th e ports of th e U nited 
Kingdom to New Granada, and fo r those 
mailed fr om ports of New Granada to those 
of th e United Kingdom with any destination, 
ca rried by packet boats of private ships, th e 
domestic postage wi thin New Granada will 
be paid to th at ad ministr ation, in accordance 
with th e tar iff current wi thin the Republic." 

Taking into account the regul ations thus 
mentioned , th e following dual £rankings can 
be fou nd : 

1 . Stampless covers wi th office and r ate 
ma rk ings of New Granada and of th e Brit­
ish P ost Offices, (up to I 859). 

2. Covers with New Granada st amps and 
stampless offi ce markings and r ates of the 
British P ost offices (s t a rting 1859 ; up to 
1865) . 

3. Correspond ence franked w ith New Gra­
n ad an (Colombian) and British postage 
st amps (1865 onw ard ). 
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BRITISH OFFI CE S IN COLOMBIA 
4. Cor respond ence from Great Brita in or 
from oth er E uropean countr ies, sent v ia 
'Great Brita in, frank ed with British or oth e r 
European st amps, and wi th st ampless due 
m a rkings and office markings of the New 
Granadan (Colombi an ) por t of arrival. The 
rate m a rking is norm ally " DEBE". (Up to 
188 1). 

Furth er markings, before or beyond Brit­
.ain , natur ally occu r on cove rs which went to 
Britain o r came fr om Britai n merely in 
transit . 

'The Postal Mark ings : 

Three types of marks were sen t ou t from 
Lond c n, in the stampless period: 

~11Cu 

IT~:,.~ Ji y 
No. 1. Large rimless ci rcle. There a re 

seve ral va ri eties in size , lette ring style, and 
whether an inver ted Jun ette o rn ament or 
parallel arcs are at bot tom. The ea rly forms , 
Carthagena 1825 (Lowe*) and on my own 
1839 and 18.+3 covers, and Colombia, have 
the Jun ette. Our record s show offices opened 
in 1846, but th ese marks in dicate some so rt 
<>f British post al service as early as 1825. 
They are British marks beyond question. 

No. 2. Crown and P a id, double lin ed 
circle. There are variants in lettering style, 
size, crown design and perhaps othe r features , 
from office to office. 

* Robson Lowe, "Hand st ruck P ostage Stamps of the 
Briti sh Empire, 1939, p. 49· 
THE COL LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST , VOL . XXX IV, 
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( r~~=:J) 
~ 

No. 3. Small rimless circle, contemporary 
,,·i th later No. 1 examples. 

No. 4. 
aro und top. 

Small circle, with inscription 

No. 5. Still sma ll er circle, wi th office n ame 
ac ross center. These five were suppl emented 
,,·ith kill ers or duplex dev ices combining town 
mark and killer during th e stamped period , 
but were also continued in use haphaza rdly. 

-
(( C35)) 
-

No. 6. Oval kill er, ho rizontal, introduced 
in I 865. A device struck sepa rately from th e 
town m ark. 

-
UC35H 

I! 
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ro. 7. D uplex, wi th vertical oval killer , 
introduced in 1865. Office name across cen­
t er. -

HF69ll 

-
No. 8. Oval killer , vertical, introduced 

af ter 1865. A devi ce struck separately from 
th e town mark. 

llC.55}) 
III 

No. 9. Duplex, transi t type, wording 
around ci rcle. 

We arrange th e markings by offices, as not 
hith erto done in any published book or a rticl e. 

PAN AMA : Stampless : Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 
C35, No. 6 
C35, I o. 7 
Transit C.35 (dot befo re kill er number ), 

No . 9 
CARTAGENA : Stampless: Nos. 1 , 2 , 3, 

4, 5. 
C56, No. 6 
C55 , No. 7 or No. 8. Koh l H andbook 

reports this as a separate kill er . This 
is th e erroneous one, with number of 
Heywood , in E ngland. 

The office name is always spelled Car­
t hagena with an " h", on Briti sh marks, 
and not in the Colombian way. 

SANTA MARTHA: Stampless: Nos. r 
or 3, 2. 

Cfo, No. 7. 
The office name is always spelled Santa 

Martha with an " h", on British m ark s, 
and not in the Colombian way. 

COLON (some marks reading C HAG-
RES or ASPI N WALL) 

Stampless: Nos. 4, 5 
E88, No. 7 
Transit E88, No. 9 
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SAVAN ILLA and BARRAN Q U ILLA: 
F69, No . 8. 
After the transfer of the Savanilla office 
to Baranquilla in 1878, the F69 killer 
continu ed in use w ith the circula r town 
mark of Baranquill a (letter A above 
date). 

COLOMBIA: Stampless : No. I with ci r­
cle and two w ings in place of Junette 
at bottom. 1825 use ( L owe, lac. cit. ). 
T ow n of use not ye t ascer ta ined . 

The Stamps Used 

Lists of th e st amps kn own used at each 
of the British P ost Offices in Colombia a re 
given in th e Stanley G ibbons catalog, so need 
not be repeated here. The Brit ish marks 
occasionally ent renched onto th e Colombian 
st amps on cove rs comi ng from th e interior. 
But such st amps, off cove r , cannot be con­
sidered as specifically cancelled at th e Brit­
ish post offices. Cases have not ye t turned 
up in which the Colombia st amps w ere not 
cancelled by the Colombian P os tal Service 
on such letters. So me Colombi an cancelling 
has thu s fa r always shown up on any ~ u ch 

st amp with a British mark on it . 

British stam ps issued in I 884 o r late r, long 
af te r th e British P os t O ffice a t P anama had 
been closed, are fou nd ,,·ith th e C35 kill er 
and da ted town marks of P anama. These 
stamps were affixed to mail by sai lo rs of th e 
British Navy on duty on P acific st ations. The 
mail was handled by th e British Consu late in 
P anama. As they still had th e old post­
marking devices, th e Consulate con tinued to 
use th em on mai l rece ived fr om th ese sa il­
o rs, usually concession r ate letters at Id to 
G reat Britain. 

U p to J anu a ry I883 , business mai l from 
Cos ta Rica was likewi se sent to Great Brit­
a in under Briti sh fra nking, via th e British 
Consul a te at P anama. The British st amps 
were accordingly cancell ed with th e same de­
vices as just mentioned . This usage is dis­
cussed in detai l in the K ohl H andbook (COL­
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, May 1952, pp. 
13+-135). 

My th anks go to Messrs. Boggs, Good­
kin d and R ich, of the ed itorial st aff of THE 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, for their 
se rvices 111 preparing this in fo rm ation for 
publication. 
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Austria and Lombardy-Venetia 

T ype I of 9 K reuzer and 45 Cen tesi m i, 1850 Issue 

By EDWIN MUELLER 
I NTRODUCTION 

The first types of th e 9 Kreuzer and 45 
Cen tesimi stamps of the first issue of Aus­
tria and Lombardy-Venetia have been favor­
ites for many years with the stud ents of 
classic stamps . The fact that these st amps 
were one of the ea rliest cases where a change 
of the figure of value was made on th e print­
ing material itself-and the first case in which 
this was done w ith typographed st amps­
makes th eir study especially rewardi ng. But 
despite the comb in ed effo rts of a number of 
able philatelic students, quite a number of 
·problems regarding th ese stamps have re­
mained ei th er cont roversia l or entirely un­
-solved. 

H ans Kr opf, th e ea rly pionee r in th e field of 
the st amps of Austria and Lombardy-Venetia 
·in his monograph 1 devoted only five lines to 
the figures of value of th e 9kr and had noth­
ing to say conce rning the +sc, w hich indicates 
that the problems involved \\"ere not recog­
nized a t that time. The earliest hints th at 
the first types of the 9kr and +sc were inter­
.esting materi al for the student were given by 
Artur Lndurner, who had a keen eye for the 
importance of va rieties, in his brochure 
.dealing with the first issue of Austria and 
Lombardy-Venetia.2 Dr. Emilio Diena, th e 
-g reat Itali an philatelist, in hi s monograph of 
the first issue of Lombardy-Venetia 3 did not 

1. /fan s Kropf: "Die Postwertzeichen des Kaisertumes 
Oesterreich 11 (German, Vienna 1908 ) . 

°2/Jrtur Lad11r11 er : ''A l t-Oesterreic h'' (German, 
Meran 1920). 

-S Dr. Emilio Diena: "Lomba rdo-Vcneto . Note su ll a 
prima emissione" (Italian, "Corri ere Fil atelico", 1\1i­
hno, 1923 -25; English Translation published in 
"'Stan ley Gibbons Monthly J ourna l", 1925-26 ; Ger­
·man translation in "Festsch rift 7 5 J a"hre OeSterreich ­
ische Briefmarke", Vienna I 92 5 ) . 
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try to t ackl e th e questions concerning the 45c, 
Type I , because he considered its sub-types a 
rather unimportant feature. A few ·· years 
la ter, when we published our monograph of 
th e st amps of Austria and Lombardy-Vene­
ti ~,4 we tri ed for the first time to classify 
properly th e sub-types of the first type of the 
9kr and +sc. Although this classification 
needs seve ral modifica tions in the light of our 
present knowledge, it is basically still correct, 
as it conside red the position of the figures 
"g" and "45" not only in respect to the wo rd 
" KRE UZER " and "CENTES", but also to 
the lines enclosi ng the value tablet at top 
antl bottom. A few years afte r the publica­
t ion of our monograph, th e first philatelic 
stud ent , who had chosen one of the two 
st amps in question as a field fo r a special 
monograph, made his appea r ance, Sigmund 
K ntscher . He published his findings on the 
9kr, Type I , in a series of a rticles,5 which 
were a great step forward in the study of 
th at stamp. Some of K atscher 's th eo ries were 
new and rather bold-especially his theory 
of th e "wand ering figure" types-and did 
not remain undispu ted. Philipp F. de Frank , 
in hi s monograph of th e first issue of Austri a 
and Lombardy-Veneti a,G ridicu led K atscher 's 
"wandering figure" th eo ry , questioning the 
co rrectness of the conclusions drawn by 
K atscher which were based on the extensive 
material assembled by the latte r, and offer-

4 Edw in 1\111 eller: ''Die Postma rken vo;1 Oeste rre ich" 
(Ge rm an, Vienna 1927 ) . 

5 Sigmund Katsclur: "Oesterreich 1850, 9 Kreuze r, 
Type I." (Ge rman, '' Die P ostmarke", Vienna, 192 9~ 
3 1, a lso published 1932 as brochure, partly revised). 

GP. F. de Frank: " The First I ssue of Austria and 
Lombardy-Venetia 1850-1 858" ( English, Paris 1933, 
improved German translation in '4 Die Postmarke", 
Vie nn a, 1933-36, also published 1936 as broch ure ). 
Mr. de Frank died in 1954. 
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AUSTRIA A ND L O MBARDY - VE NE TIA 
ing in ste ad hi s own theory , which seemed 
equally questionable. In the me antime, 
Katscher had not only acquired a la rge 
amount of new material, but also had th e 
opportunity of studying many thousand cop ies 
of the 9kr, Type I , which enabled him not 
only to prove his theories but also to make 
a success ful effort of plating the settings of 
the stamp in question. Hampered by a 
treacherous sickness, Katsch er nevertheless 
worked with great energy upon a complete 
solution of all problems involved . In the 
middle of November 1934, K atscher hand ed 
us a manuscript dealing in an elaborate w ay, 
documented by many photos, with the 9kr, 
Type I , providing convincing proof of the 
" wandering figure" theory while shatterin g 
de Frank's objections and theories. Unfort~­
nately , K atscher died rather suddenly a week 
later. His manusc ript r emained unpublished, 
mainly because some of the needed illustra­
tions were mi ss in g, and because a number of 
questions and ambiguou s statements in the 
article could not be answe red o r recti fied 
without Katscher's coope ration. L ate in 
I937 , we started to publish an ar ticle con­
ce rnin g the types of the I 850 issue, especially 
the 3kr on machin e-made paper and the 9kr 
in T ype I. Only th e part dealing with the 
3kr was published .7 The second part, \\·hich 
would h ave tried to solv e the probl ems of th e 
9kr, Type I , and especia lly was intended as a 
vindication of Katscher 's "wand ering figure " 
theory, rem ained unpubli shed , due to the 
Nazi inv as ion of Austria. Th e prepared 
notes , which a re still in our possession , are 
used in the following di scussion. The un­
published Katscher manu sc ript , which we 
also have at our disposal, is referred to when 
we mention "Katscher" in the following dis­
cussions. The plating of th e settin gs of the 
9kr, Type I , as it was attempted by K atscher, 
is now the property of Mr. Frank Kohn of 
New York , who made it avail able to us. 

THE FACTS 

Before we try to t ackl e th e unsolved 
problems of our two stamps, it will be neces­
sa ry to give a short statement of the facls , 

7 Edw in Mu eller: "Zur Typenfr age der Oesterreid1-
Ausgabe 1850 11 ( German, "Die P ostmarke", Vienna, 
1937 ) . 
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es t abli shed from the official files and by em­
pirical re sea rch. 

The introduction of stamps in Austri a and 
Lombardy-Venetia was one of the results of 
the German-Austrian Postal Union treaty,. 
which stipulated th a t payment of the post al 
fees should be made in stamps. The treaty 
was signed on April 6, 1850 and came in to 
force on July r , 1850. When th e fin al dis­
cussio ns about th e treaty were conducted in• 
18+9 and ea rly in 1850, of th e three founding 
members of the U nion-Aust ri a, B avari a and 
Prussia-only one, Bava ri a, had been using 
post age stamps, si nce November 1, 18+9. Of 
th e oth er two members, Austria succeeded in 
bein g on time, by hurri ed ly preparing a "pro­
visional" issue of stamps and introducing it 
on June I , 1850.8 Pruss ia, which wanted to 
do a th orough job, delayed its first st amps 
until Kovember 15, I850. 

The Austrian P ostal Administration had 
sta rted in :May 18+9 to make preparations 
for the issue of postage st amps by sending 
P os tal Inspecto r Dr. J oha nn H erz to W es t­
ern Europe for a study of th e method s of 
manufacture and use of stamps.9 The 
preparations were co nclud ed ea rly in 1850 and 
th e orde r to print th e stamps given to the· 
Austri an State Printing Works on February 
5, 1850. At th a t time, th e three chi ef rates. 
for lette r post age were 3kr , 6kr and I2kr 
( I 5c, 3oc and 6oc), th us making th ese three 
denominations necessa ry, in add iti on to 1 kr 
(5c) and 2kr ( 1oc), for printed matter and 
local letters. These five values were orde red 
acco rdingly. But when the definite trea ty 
for the German-Austrian Postal Un ion was 
drafted , th e chief letter r ates were fixed at 
3kr , 6kr and 9kr (I 5c, 3oc and +5c) , necessi­
ta ting a 9kr (45c) value instead of 12kr 

f: The issue w as co:1sidered official1 y a "provisional"· 
one . Preparation s had been made even before it \\' rl S 

introdu ced to replace it shortly by a "definite" issue . 
It is one of the charm in g Austrian peculiarities, that 
''provi sional s 11 have a long life , consequently the " pro­
v isional" postage stamps of 1850 remained in use for 
8 Yz years and the equally "prov isional" postage 
stamp s of 1 867 for 16 years, the newspaper sta mp s 
of 1867 for 33 yea rs ; while the "definite" issues of 
18 58, 1860 and 1863 were in use for only 2, 3 and· 

-J. years re spective ly. 

n See Edw in 1\l 11 ell er: " The History of the First 
A ustrian P ostage Stamps" (Eng li sh , ''Austria" book ­
let of "Nat ional Philatelic l\luseum", Philadelphia ,. 
1950 ) . 
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(6oc). The change was relayed to the State 
Printing Works on March 26, r850 and pro­
vided for 8,000,000 copies of gkr stamps and 
1 ,500,000 copies of +sc st amps to be printed, 
instead of the 1,000,000 copies 12kr st amps and 
500,000 copies 6oc st amps o rd ered in Febru­
a ry. The 12kr and 6oc st amps had been 
already printed and we re destroyed, so that 
only a few cop ies of th e 12kr-as far as we 
know, none of the 6oc-have surv ived .lo 

Whil e th e printing material for th e ten 
values o rigin ally ordered was manu fac tured 
in th e rou tine way-ten working dies were 
t aken from th e original die , w hich had no 
va lue indication, th e ten value indications in­
se rted in prin ters' type and th e cliches needed 
fo r th e printing t aken from th ese working 
dies-another method was used fo r th e late r­
o rd ered gkr and +sc. In thi s case, th e print­
ers did not go back to th e original die and 
did not produce new working dies for the two 
va lu es, but chose in stead to ch ange th e figur e 
of valu e on single cliches used for the print­
ing of anoth er value11 . The printing form 
consis ted of four panes of 6+ ( 8x8), each 
consisting of 60 st amps and four fillers , call ed 

10 Katscher an d de Frank be lieved that the ord er to 
print the 9kr and -l5 C va lues had been g iven to the 
State Prin ting wo rk s on 1\Iay 16, 1850, only two 
w eeks before the day of issue . Th is is e rroneo us 
and would have been practically imposs ible, consid­
ering the facts t hat the post offices had the stamps 
availab le a week ahead of the day of issue and t hat 
it took a week for shipments to reach the farthest 
co rn ers of the monarchy. First day covers (June r, 
1850 ) of both values are known . Actually, the order 
to print 9kr and 45c stamps in stead of 1 zkr and 6oc 
w as given as early as :\l arch 26 , 185 0, which left 
suffic ient time for the manufa cture. 'l'he decree of 
iss ue, which is dated 1\1arch 26, 1850- and which , 
by the way, is cited by de Frank- already l ists 9kr 
and ~s c as the values to be issued, :10t 1 zkr :wd 
6oc. Both auth ors were mi sled by the fact, t hat the 
measures taken by the Postal Administration were 
approved belatedly, on l\ l ay 16, 1850, by the ~lin ­
istry of Com merce. 

l 1 K atsche r and de Frank co nsid er lack of time as 
the reason why this process was used , but we cannot 
agree with them. The chang in g of the fig ure of 
\'alue in a great number of c1iches, regardless of 
whi ch method used, must ha ve been quite a tedi ous 
piece of work , which ce rtainl y must have taken 
considerably longer than the manufacture of new 
work ing dies and of the necessary cliches in the regu­
lar way. We a re rather of the op inion, t hat t hi s 
was anoth'er in stance , ch aracteristic for th at period, 
w here it was more profitable to spend a large num­
ber of working hours, which were cheap, to sal vage 
expensive materia l that cou ld be used again. 
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St. Andrew's crosses, which in all fou r panes 
occupied the right half of th e bottom row1 2• 

They we re settings, consisting of single ste r­
eotypes; af ter every printing, each setting was 
taken apart, th e cliches cleaned and stored, to 
be re-assembled fo r anoth er se tting, w hen 
need for a new pri nting arose. At the same 
time, defective cliches we re discarded and re­
placed by new ones, a procedure also occas ion­
ally used during the printing from a setting, 
w hen one or more cliches became worn or de­
fec tive, so th at th ey r equired replacement. No 
information about th e construction of the 
cliches and settings h as been found in the 
offi cial file s, so thi s leaves open to specula­
tion many details which a re supported by em­
pirical findin gs, but cannot be explained in a 
sim ple way , giving th e bas is for various the­
ories which we \\·i ll discuss in th e fo llowing 
paragraphs. 

THE PROBLEMS 

In th e forego ing paragraphs, we have 
given th e simple facts, th at we know, abou t 
th e hi sto ry and manu fact ure of th e gkr and 
+sc stamps in th e firs t type, w ithou t evalu a t­
ing th em or wi th ou t trying to th eor ize. There 
\viii be sufficient necessity and occasion to do 
so, when we discuss th e many unproven 
state ments made by the diffe rent au th ors and 
when w e try to bring the problems ar isi n;; 
fro m th e empirical fi ndings of th e va rious 
st ude nts as well as of our own to .1 sa t is­
fac to ry solution. 

Th ese problems can be divided into two 
group s : I ). H ow was th e printing materi al, 
on the one hand , and the stamps, on the oth er 
hand , manufactured? 2) W li y was this done 
in just the way th e acknowledged facts sta te 
or th e result of resea rch cl aims? The first 
g roup primarily entails the question , in what 
manner were th e cliches for th e gkr and +sc 
actually obtained, and how was th e change 
from cliches of other values eff ected? These 
in turn lead to th e important question of the 
"wand ering figures". The problems of th e 
second group revolve around th e or igin of the 

12 We are dealing in our discussions on l y with the 
conditions during the manufact ure and use of the set­
tings of 9kr and ~ 5C in T ype I, not the ways and 
methods used for the manufacture of the Types II an d 
Ill of these stamps, which were partly quite different 
an d have nothing in common with the problems of 
Type I. 
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changed cliches, w hy just such cliches were 
used and w hy specific meth ods w ere em­
ployed to obtain th e desi red resu lt. T he 
claims of th e var ious au thors in these re­
spects wi ll be ai red and ou r own op inion 
added , w ith appropria te evalu a tion of th e 
opinions and th e known fac ts. 

The fi rst ques tion w hich ar ises is th at of 
the const ruc tion of th e cliches fo rming th e 
sett ings . From official documents we know 
only tha t th ey we re stereo types, cast fro m 
mat r ices, and th at they were m ade of type 
metal. But we do not know how th ey we re 
mounted. K atscher , who was a mechanical 
engin eer, cla imed th at th e cliches we re 
mounted on blocks of wood by nailing th em 
on both sid es, w hile th ey we re flu sh at top 
and bottom. H e furth er cl aimed th at th e 
cliches we re clamped togeth er in horizontal 
rows of eight and th at in th e printing fo rm 
th e spaces between th ese ho rizontal rows we re 
filled w ith space rsrn . The other possibility 
for mou nting the cl iches was by solder ing 
them on blocks of metal and in turn clamping 
eight cl iches togeth er in a horizontal row. 
No proof is ava il able fo r either of th e two 
possibi lit ies. T he cliches of the 1850 issue 
still preserved in the Austr ian P os ta l Mu­
seum at Vienn a, which we only recently we re 
able to inspect again , a re all elect ro types on 
meta l bases from la te se t ti ngs in th e last 
types. Th erefo re th ese do not permit valid 
conclusions abou t th e cl iches of the fi rst se t­
tings, w hich we re ste reotypes and may have 
looked quite diffe rent. A lso we do not kn ow 
upon w hich fa cts K atscher based his th eo ry 

13 The £e spa :ers somet imes show u p as co lore <l bars 
between t he stamps 1 more frequent ly toward the mar­
g in s of the pnr: es th an in ot her pl aces , w hich ca n be 
:- tt ri buted to the fact that the printing forms were 
not tight ly lo:ked, all ow ing the ends of the spacers 
to ri se. The opinion, expressed espe: ia ll y by de 
Frank, that verti ca l spacers between stamps-which 
are m uch scarce r an d usuall y com e onl y in later 
printings of the t 8 50 issue-prove either that the 
cliches of the specific settings we re clamped or sol ­
de red togethe r not in hori zontal ro w s but in columns 
or that such spacers are from the sides of cli ::hes re­
~l aced d ur ing the pr inting, should not go un chal l enge d, 
becau se the space in the gutters between the panes as 
we ll as outside the settings, between the maq~ i n 

cliches an d t he meta l frame in which the form was 
enclo sed during the printing, must also h ave been 
fi ll ed wit h spacers. These we re in all probab ili ty 
vert ica l on the sides and in the vertica l gutte r, pro­
vid ing the possibil ity of vertica l spacers on the verti­
ca l outs id e marg in of margin cl iches. 
T HE COL
of the " ·oode n bases-he considered them a 
fact and did not seem to fi nd th is necessary to 
prove-and cannot exp lain th e lack of nailhead 
ma rkings on th e ma rgi ns of st amps, w hich 
co uld be expec ted conside ring th at th e prin t­
ing job was done none too care fully. T his 
makes us wonde r wheth er it was a fact. 
T herefo re, we star t our discussion wi th an 
un ans\\·e rable quest ion, which does not seem 
a good omen for th e solution of the prob'.e ms 
in volved. 

H aving two th eories on hand abou t th e 
constr uc ti on of th e cliches, we a re in a rather 
d ifficu lt posit ion to de termi ne ho" · the change 
f rom cliches of one value to those of anothe r 
value was achieved, because we shall have 
to conside r bo th th eo r ies. A nd th en we shall 
have to judge wh ich of them may have made 
th e phenomenon of th e "wande ring figu re" 
types possible. K atsche r cla ims th at fo r the 
9kr a d rill was used. T his made a ci rcul a r 
hole in the cliche, in this way removing th e 
old fi gu re of value; for th e .+ SC he cla ims, th at 
the hole was made rec t angul a r, to provide 
space for the two figu res . K atsche r does 
not expla in whe th er th e holes we re made in 
th e cliches only o r wheth er th ey also went 
th rough th e bases. For th e new figu res, regu­
la r printers' type was used, which norm ally 
h ad a height of abou t 23 .Vi mm., equivalent to 
th e height of the cliche plus base, abou t 10 
plus 22mm. It wou ld have been a rathe r 
simple process to fix th e printers' type wi th 
th e new figu res in cliches on me tal bases. 
If th e holes went th rough cl iche and base, the 
type cou ld be safely so ldered in its complete 
he ight to th e walls of the hole and wou ld 
become completely immovable, excluding the 
possibility of "wande ring fig ure" types . If the 
holes were to go through the cliches onlv, th e 
pr inte rs' type would have had to be cu t .down 
to a he ight of abou t 10 mm. Then it cou ld 
be immovably solde red on, not only to th e 
sides of th e holes bu t also to th e base, th ere­
by also elimina ting this method as poss ibility 
fo r th e occurrence of "wande ring figu re" 
types. W e furth er believe th at th e poss ibili­
ty th at th e holes in th e cliches on wooden 
bases we re m ade in th e cl iches only mu st be 
disca rded befo rehand , because th e cut-down 
printe r 's type could th en have been "sold ered 
only to th e sides of th e holes in the cl iche. 
Such fr agil e solde ring wo uld have broken 
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frequently during the printing and the fig­
ures wou ld have fallen out, resulting in 
stamps without figure of value, which a re 
unknow n14 • This leaves as a las t possibility 
th at the holes were drilled through the cliches 
and the wooden blocks. In such case the 
type with the new figure could have been sol­
dered at its top part to th e sid es of the holes 
in th e cliches, while the part extending th rough 
the wood either was not attached at all o r 
was fixed by some fi lling material, for ex­
ample, plas ter of Paris o r a similar subst ance. 
In any case. th is meth od of inse rting the new 
figures wou ld have prevented the figures from 
fa lling ou t, even were the soldering to break, 
and it would provide th e fl exibility which ex­
pla ins th e "wand eri ng figure" types. We shall 
adopt th is for our fur th er discussions w ithou t 
claiming th at it has been proven correct, only 
that it mu st be considered th e most probable. 

The procedure by which the old figures 
were r eplaced by new ones, "9" and "45 '', as 
we exp lain it, incidentally is in line with th e 
manu facture of th e definite dies of all values . 
In ten wo rking dies taken from the original 
die , which had no val ue indication , the indi­
ca tion s " 1 KREUZER " etc. were inserted in 
prin te rs' type. It is probable th a t this h ad 
been done in th e same way as it was done 
shortly thereafter for the replacement pro­
ced ure, which changed cliches of another 
valu e into 9kr and +Sc cl iches. U nfo rtun ate­
ly, th ere is no official accou nt detailing how 
the dies for the various va lues we re made, 
and th e probable simil arity of procedure, 
therefore, is of littl e help for th e defini te 
soluti on of ou r problem. 

It has been proven from small accidental 
peculiarities of the design of the specific values 
th at cliches of the 6kr value \\·ere used to 
obtain th e cliches for the 9kr, Type I , and 
cliches of the 3oc value to provide the ma­
terial for those of the +sc, Type 115. This 
is rather su rprising because it could have 
been expected th at th e cliches of the 12kr and 
6oc stamps, which had become useless by 

H The only known copy of the 9kr, Type I, with­
o:.i t figure of va l ue, pictured in our book 4 on pa ge 
1 1 , must be considered an acc idental printing variety 
and does not prove that the figure had fallen out from 
the cliche. Probab ly it w as caused by some foreign 
matter which intruded bet w een cl iche and paper, so 
that th e figure of va lue as \\·el l as su rroundin g part s 
of the de si!!n fai led to print. 
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th e change of rates, would have been used for 
th a t purpose. The reasons why not these 
cliches but those of 6kr and 3oc were changed , 
are unknown, so we can only specul ate. 
De Frank believed that it was found easier 
to remove the one figure of the 6kr instead 
of the two figures of the 12kr. But this 
arg ument does not hold for the 3oc in re­
spect to the 6oc. We believe rather that 
the re were simply more cliches available of 
th e 6k r and 3okr than of the other values. 
So by way of changing them to cliches of 
anoth er value, good use was made of sur­
plus cliches. It should be reme~bered th at 
the 6kr and 3oc values were considered to 
be th e most needed m th e original rate 

l r> In an articl e by Adolf Crackow in "Sammler·Woche" 
19.p, p. 68ff., dealing with t he printing mate rial of 
the 1850 iss ue-which h as the doubtful distinction of 
show in g the author's neg lect to mention any other 
per son who had previously studied the same problem 
but who did not sat isfy the Nazi standa rds of racial 
purity, but neve rtheless he used their findings- the 
author, under the pretext of being a printing expert, 
makes various claims w hi ch seem to have been ba sed 
upon his misunderstandings or ignorance of the bas ic 
facts. Among many other things, the author claim s 
that the original die of the 1850 issue was a w ood­
cut. H owever it is a fact that the two dies- one for 
th e proof with the inscription "ST A i\'! PEL" as well 
as that in the accep ted design-which are sti ll pre­
served in the Vienna Postal l\1u seum, an d which w e 
inspected again during our v isit to the l\ I useum in 
195-1- , are both cut in steel. But the most amazing 
among the ma n y wrong claims is the author 's state­
ment th at it has been proven , that 11 a plate of the 
3kr also was transformed in a 9kr plate". T hi s is, 
o f course, based on a mi su nd erstanding. The author 
must have read that the die for the 9kr, Type Tl was 
obtained by changing a 3kr working die. So he con­
: used this fact just as he had done w ith many others. 
But the problem whether al l cliche s, wh ich were trans­
formed , w e re actuall y 6kr and 3oc cliches is an in­
triguing one. Cou ld it not have been that a cliche 
of another suitab le va lue- 1k r, 2kr or 3kr, 1oc or 
15c-sli pped among the cliches to be changed and 
actual ly was transformed into a 9kr or 45c? As far 
:i s we know , noboJ y has ever earnestly investigated 
this. As proof that the 9kr cliches in Type l were 
transformed 6kr cli ches usuall y the fact is taken 
th at both have the same small colored da sh below the 
second R of KREUZER. But quite a number of 
copies of the 9k r, Type I exist , on which this small 
dash does not show, and it would possib ly be re­
warding to check such stamps for the possibility that 
the cliches from wh ich th ey w ere printed were not 
cerived from 6kr cli ches but from that of another 
, ·;:du e. This possibility first seems remote, but on a 
~ e cond thought, considering how late it was detecte d 
that not on ly 6kr cli ches in Type Tb but also suc h 
cliches in Type l a were changed , it does not seem 
entire ly impossible. 
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schedul e, so probably mor e such cliches we r e 
made th an fo r the other values. When th e 
new r ate schedule was substituted , th e 3kr 
and 1 5c became th e most used values. It 
was expected that the first large printing of 
th e 6kr and 3oc would last for a rather long 
period. It must have caused the leas t troubl e 
to dispose of pa rt of the cliches of th ese values 
by usin g th em for the needed gkr and 45c 
cl iches. 

Th ere is also the question whether new 
cliches o f th e 6kr and 3oc, which had been 
kept in rese rve. or cliches of th ese two values, 
w hich had already been used for th e print­
ing of 6kr and 3oc stamps, were used to 
obtain th e cliches for the T ype I of gkr and 
45c. Both poss ibilities have their pro and 
con. The use of new cliches, never used to 
print 6kr and 3oc stamps, becomes improbable 
w hen we consid er th at a la rge number of 
cliches were changed. Katscher id entified 
more tl-: an +oo different cliches of th e gkr , 
Type I , and th ere we re probably an addi­
tiona l numb er w hich a re not id entifiabl e. 
The fac t, th at we find very few fine early 
prints of th e gk r and +5c, T ype I , while th ey 
are r athe r plentiful of all other values in 
T ype I , and th at almost all prints of th e 
gkr and +sc in T ype I a re more or less worn , 
seems to exclude th e possibility of th e use of 
new cliches, and st rongly suggests th at 
previously used cliches were th e basis fo r 
the cliches of T ype I o f gkr and +5c. Th e 
fac t th a t of th e 6kr not only cliches in T ype 
Ib but a lso about 6% in T ype l a were used 
for th e ch ange, makes thi s even more proba­
blel6. To prove this th eo ry , an ex tensive 
sea rch was mad e to find identical pl ate fla ws 
on th e 6kr, Type Ia or lb, on the one hand 
and on the gkr, T ype I , on the other h and , as 
well as on the 3oc, Type I, and +5c, T ype I , 
but without success. This would a rgue 
aga in st the theory th a t previously used 
cliches were the basis for th ose in Type I 
of gkr and +skr, but we conside r it never­
theless th e most likel y. W e believe, th at 

lG The use of cliches in two diffe rent sub-types of 
the 6kr for the transform at ion into 9kr cliches es­
ca ped the sharp eye of K atscher com pletely. w hich 
is very surpri sing. D e Frank, althoug h he ment ions 
this fact. did not consid er it important enough for 
fu rthe r di scuss ion an d failed to distinguish bet w ee:i 
the two kinds of 9kr c l iches, tho se originating fro:n 
6kr cl iches in T ype l a or Type lb. 
THE CO L
identical pl a te fl aws eventu ally will be found 
and th a t only th e appe a r ance of a g reat num­
ber of add iti onal flaws, which were caused in 
the cliches of the gkr and 45c by th e process 
of drilling a hol e in th em and sold ering in the 
new figures , leading to more or less con­
sp icuou s damage to almos t all cliches, has 
cove red up the small o riginal plate fl aws mak­
ing th e sea rch such a difficult one. 

The number of changed cliches must have 
been consider ably large r th an 2+0 needed for 
one se ttin g and th e quantity of gkr cliches in 
T ype I was ce rtainly la rge r th an th at of th e 
consider ably less used +5c in Type I. As 
st a ted before, K atscher id entified ove r +oo 
different cliches of the gkr and th eir number 
mu st h ave been at leas t 500, which would 
have made the si multaneous use of two set­
tings possible. K a tsche r 's resea rch disproved 
th at. Although he fou nd th at four se ttings 
we re used for th e gkr , T ype I , they could not 
have been used simultaneo usly, because a 
number of th e same cliches ca n be found in 
all four settings, so th at th ey must have ceen 
used co nsecutively. The large number of 
cliches was in all probability necessa ry for 
replacing th e m any \\·o rn and bad ly defect ive 
ones. Such r eplacement cliches mu st have 
been added not only when a new setting was 
assembl ed, but also during th e printing. This 
fl ex ibility makes th e reconstruction of th e se t­
tings especially difficu lt , because not only th e 
different position of a specific cliche in the 
fou r se ttings must ce cons ide red , but also 
changes m these positions during each 
printing. 

K atsche r was of th e opinion th at all print­
ings of th e gkr, T ype I , we re made before 
J une I , 1850 and he assumed th at th e same 
was tru e for th e +sc. We believe th at only 
the first printing of the gkr as well as of th e 
+sc in Type I we re made before the first day 
of issue of th e st amps and that seve ral print­
ings, involvin g conside r able quantities, were 
made after June 1 , 1850. This can be proven 
easi ly for th e +5c, because the last printing of 
thi s st amp was ribbed . Ribbing of th e shee ts 
of prin ted st amps, probably a tri al measure 
\\'hich should have prevented cleaning of used 
st amps, without doubt sta rted several month s 
after th e introduction of th e st amps, beca use 
the fi rst ribbed st amps a re kn own to have 
been used in D ece mber 1850. Actually only 
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late printings of the 45c, from cliches in a 
ra th e r worn condition, can be found ribbed, 
so we have no doubt th at th ey come from a 
printing made in the last month s of 1850. 

The last printings of the 9kr and 45c in 
Type I wer e made from cliches which show 
more or less distinct signs of wear. On most 
of th em, the design was damaged to a lesse r 
or g rea ter extent, usually in several places. 
Comp ared with the cliches of the early print­
ings, th e plate fl aws have multiplied and the 
same cl iches, which originally had small dam­
ages in th e design th at can be only seen with 
a magnifying glass, now often have conspicu­
ous fl aws in va riou s parts of the design . Most 
of th e original damage to the cliches was 
caused by the process of repl ac ing the old 
fi gure of value by th e new one, but only few 
fla\\·s which occurred at th a t time are con­
spicuous. Among them a re the " broken cor­
ner" va rieti es, which have breaks in the 
fr ame lin e at th e left and below the new 
fig ure of value, without doubt directly at­
t ributable to th e drilling to which the cliches 
were subj ected in th e vicinity of these fr ame 
lines. During th e printing, the condition of 
the cliches deteriorated slowly, many defects 
beca me more and more pronounced, but th ey 
suffered littl e furth e r damage. For the las t 
printings, a rather la rge number of new fl aws 
appeared and some old defects sudd enly be­
came rather more se rious and conspicuous. 
This cannot be explai ned by regular wear and 
tear , because th ese defects see m to h ave ap­
pea red without an intermediate st age . We 
believe th a t th ey are th e result of a rather 
vigoro us cleaning of the cliches before th e 
las t printing. At th a t time, th e cliches we re 
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in part bad ly worn, especially the center 
with the a rms which printed so poorly th at 
the design was practically indistinguishable. 
The printers tried to improve thi s by method 
of a th orough cleaning, done with turpentin e 
applied by brushes. It seems th at these 
brushes did more ha rm th an good. Their 
r ather vigorous application only caused a 
further disintegration of the cliches, by 
breaking off small weak parts of the design 
and enl a rging spots which had suffered pre­
vious damage. This theory would explain why 
th e la st printings a re characterized not only 
by r ather worn appearance but also by a 
g rea t numb er of new or enlarged fl aws in 
m any cliches. 

The procedure of individu ally changing the 
figure of value in every cliche has made each 
one indentifi abl e by th e position of th e "9" or 
" 45" in res pect to th e surrounding pa rts of 
the design on th e one hand and by the defects 
which th e replacing process usually had 
ca used to various par t s of each cliche on th e 
other hand . Theoretically, eve ry one of th e 
more or less 500 cliches of th e 9kr, w hich 
must have been used in th e four se ttings of 
'this value, was an individu al sub-type of T ype 
I ; but for practical purposes we use primarily 
th e position of th e "9" for identification and 
proceed in a simil ar way for th e 45c, for 
which th e position of th e " 45" is used. 
In this respect K atscher made a very detailed 
study of the 9kr, and af te r exduding 
all " w anderin g fig ure" types, id entifi ed for 
this purpose 2.J.5 different cliches. H e 
measured the distance between "9" and 
" K "( REUZER ), and between th e "9" and 
th e bottom inner frame line of th e value tab­
let , a rriving at th e following result: 
P os ition of "9" in respect 
to bottom inn er fr ame line 

High Position of "9" 
(o .5mm. ) 

l\ ormal position of "9" 
( 0.35 to o.+5mm.) 

Medium position of "9" 
(0.25 to o .3mm.) 

Low P osi tion of "9" 
(0. 15 to o.2mm .) 

TOTAL 

Space between "9" and " K " 
o.4mm. o.5mm. o.6mm. o.7mm. Total 

2 4 

8 53 I08 

4 53 5 129 

2 2 4 

14 !02 123 6 245 
NO. VI 



AUSTRIA AKO L OMB ARDY -VEKE TIA 
Fig. l . 9kr, T ype I, from a " worn" cliche, showing many rathe r conspicuous 
da mages of the design and the inscription , with first day cancellation of 
June l, 1950. 
No t included m thi s t abulation 1s th e 
lonely cliche which had only o.3mm. space 
between "9" and " K " and which was in use 
only for a ve ry short period of time, as well 
as th e " " ·and ering figure" types, of which 
K atscher co uld id entify no less th an 53. 

Unfortunately, until now nobody has made 
an equally painstaking survey of th e 45c. 
This is quite underst and able, because here 
th e difficu lti es of classification a re much 
greater. To the diffe rent spacings between 
the "45 " and "C"(ENTES.) as w ell as th e 
varying position of th e "+s" in respect to the 
bottom inner frame line, one add itional fac tor 
is add ed, namely th e position of the "4" and 
"5" in respect to each oth er. Not only th e 
spaci ng be tween th e two figures varies 
s lightly, but th ey a re ei th er on the same level 
>V r one of th e two figure s is raised . These 
va ri ous possibilities m ake it th eo retically 
·easier to dis tingui sh between th e va rious 
cliches because in many cases th e position of 
th e "+s" alone, without the help of fl aws, 
.identi fies th e cliches . But in practice it is 
THE CO LL
much more difficult , primarily because the 
diffe rences in the spacing are here much less 
pronounced th an for th e 9kr. Whil e for th e 
9kr the spaci ng between "9" and " K " varies 
from 0.3 to r.2mm., a difference of o.9mm. 
fo r th e 45c the space between "+s" and 
"C" only shows variations from 0.2 to o.7 mm ., 
a difference of only o.5m m. 

Another peculi ari ty not conside red in 
th e above t ab ula tion 1s th e so-ca ll ed 
" foulage", consis ting of the "bi te" of the fig­
ure "9" o r "45" into th e pape r. It gives th e 
figures a heavier appearance and often makes 
parts of th e neighboring lines of th e design 
disappear, but also shows dist:nctl y on the 
reverse side of th e st amp in question. The 
" fo ul age" was caused by anoth er peculi ari ty 
in the position of th e "9" and "45", which in 
th ese cases we re not completely level with th e 
face of th e cliche but projected slightly above 
its su rface and caused this stronger impression 
or '' bite" in th e paper during th e printing. 

Another char acteristic peculi a rity of the 
transfo rmed cliches is the existence of r em-
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11a11ts of th e previous figures "6" and "30 
in a comparatively large number of cliches. 
These traces can be found only above the new 
figures , consisting of small parts of th e upper­
most curve of the "6" and "3" respectively, 
and in ra re cases of the "o". Katscher de-
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXlV, 
duced from the shape of these remn ants th at 
th e holes drilled in the 6kr cliches w ere cir­
cular, in th e 3oc cliches rectangular. Al­
though we have studied a great many of 
stamps with such remnants, we can neither 
confirm nor deny K atscher's conclusions, be-
Fig. 2, 3 and 4. 45c, Type I, the " broken corner" variety, three consecutive stages of th~ 
same cliche. The first one shows only traces of the break, while the last one has th.e brea K 
clearly defined. They are all left margin copies. 
NO. VI 
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Fig. 5 . 9 kr , Type I, the sub-type with the " wide " 1.2mm. spacing between " 9 " and 
" KREUZER " , wh ich is always a left margin copy (first stamp in the second row of the upper 
left pane ) . It shows a large spacer at top , which is charac teri st ic for most copies of thi s 
sub- type . 
ca use, in our opinion, th e shape of th e rem­
n ants is not sufficiently concl usive. 

The id entification of th e var ious cl iches is 
g reatly aid ed by th e fac t th at th e process of 
dri lling a hole in th e cl iches and in se r ti ng new 
fi gures in th em led to more or less ex­
tensive da mage in almost all cliches. T his 
should not be surprising beca use th e mate ri al 
used for th e cliches w as so ft , namely regul a r 
type metal. It can be assumed th at th e cl iches 
which suffered th e most seve re damage dur­
ing th e change of th e fi gures of valu e were 
di scard ed and were not used for assembling 
the settings; but neverth eless a number of 
badly damaged cliches can be fo und in the 
ea rliest printings from th e first setting ( Fig. 
I) The most obvious defec t was the " broken 
co rn er a t bottom left , which obviously 
b roke beca use of th e stress exe rted primarily 
on this pa rt of th e cliche during th e d rilling of 
th e holes fo r th e new fig ure of value. For 
th e 9kr, K atscher could identify no less th an 
T H E CO
12 cliches wi th such broken co rners, but only 
one of th em was really conspicuous, five­
othe rs fa irly dis tinct, w hile th e balance shows 
only t races of a break. F or th e 45c, th e re 
seems to exist only one cliche w ith such a 
broken co rn er, w hich at leas t o rigin ally was a 
lef t ma rgin copy; it ex ists w ith th e break 
more or less pronounced , th e fo rmer probably 
th e result of wea r and tea r (F ig. 2, 3 and 4). 

TH£ " WANDERING FIGURE" TYPES 

Now we come to th e most cont rove rsial 
pa rt of th e discussion, th e "wand ering fig u re " 
types, which w ere fi rst de tected by K atsch e r. 
In th e prev ious parag raphs, we have t aken for 
g ranted th a t th e fig ures of valu e in th e cl iches 
of th e 9kr and 45c, Type I , we re movable 
and th at they actu ally moved during th e 
pe riod wh en these st amps w ere printed . Now 
we shall h ave to prove th at this was ac tually 
the case. In his o rigin al a rticl e, publ ished in 
1929-3 I , K atsch er identified 8 such cl iches-
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... ?
with " wand ering figures " for th e 9kr , while 
in his unpubli shed 1934 manusc ript he cou ld 
identify no less than 53. K atscher claimed 
and proved to our sa tisfaction th a t all cliches 
which had a space of o.8mm. or more-he 
identified 12-were "wand ering fi gure" types; 
and that in addition th e reto, th ere we re at 
leas t 41 more cliches which had a spacing of 
less th an o.8mm. and showed a simila r phe­
nomenon. Of th e I 2 cliches with wide spac­
ing, K atscher found one with 1.2mm. spac­
ing-the sca rce type (Fig. 5) , also listed in 
the genera l cat alogs (Scott it 5b, Stanley Gib­
bons ~ 5c, Yvert-Tellier ~ 5b and Michel 
it-IIl )-three with o.9mm. and eight w ith 
o.8mm. spacing17• Of all th ese cliches, 
K atscher claimed that th ey also existed with 
narrower spacing, for example, the cliche 
with the 1.2mm. spacing also with spacings 
between 0.5 and o.6mm., a cliche with o.9mm. 
spacing also with spacings of 0.5 to o.6mm., 
anoth er cliche with o.9mm. spacing also with 
spaci ngs of o.6 and o.8mm. and a cliche with 
8mm. spaci ng also with spacings between 0.5 
and o.7 mm.1s. Of th e 41 cliches with less 
th an o.8mm. spacing, acco rding to Katscher , 
six show a wandering of o.2mm. and the bal­
ance of 0.1 mm.19. The "wandering" of the 
figures therefo re amounted to o.7mm. in the 
ext reme case and down to o. 1 mm.; lesse r 
"wand erings", although they must have ex­
isted, a re not measurable. K atscher also 
es tabli shed th a t of the 12 cliches with spac­
ing of o.8mm. o r more all except one we re 
left ma rgin cliches and that a ll wanderings of 
more th an o.2mm. happened only on these 
margin cliches, while the wandering on all 
other cliches of the settings amounted to not 
more th an o.2mm. K atscher also es t ablished 
as a fact , th at the wandering occurred in both 
directions. Some cliches with wide spacing 
can be found in the ea rlies t printings from 
the first se tting-the 1.2mm. spacing is even 

17 K atscher did not recognize re ported stamps with 
1. oo mm. spacing and cons id ered such reports as mea­
suring erro rs. 

18 Of the 12 major " wandering fi g ure" types, which 
K atscher estab li shed, the ext reme measurements of the 
spac ing are: one from 1 .2 to 0.511101., three from 0 .9 
to o.5 mm , three from o.8 to o.5 mm. 1 four from o.8 
to o.6mm. and one from o.8 to o.7mm. 

19 Katsche r worked with hi gh ly sens iti ve scientific 
prec ision in struments, that made exact measurements 
possib le, which could not be achieved with the usual 
accessories a philatelist has at hi s di sposa l. 
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known on a fi rst day cover-and only la te r 
th ey come with narrower spacing. For other 
cliches it w as fluctuating , fo r example, sta rt­
ing wi th o.5mm., going up to o.9mm. and re­
turning to o.6mm. No simil a r det a iled studies 
were made conce rning the 45c. 

When studying K atscher 's materi al in its 
o rig in al st ate, the facts claimed by him were 
proven to ou r complete sa ti sfaction. But 

 K atscher 's proofs were mostly based on very 
small flaw s of the cliches. So besides the 
difficulties of picturing them , there was still 
the poss ibility th a t one or th e other of these 
little dis tinctive flaw s could appear very 
si mil a rly on another cliche and lead to er­
roneous conclusions. Unfortunately, none of 
the wide-spaced 9kr stamps has any con­
spicuous pl a te flaws . So it seemed to us very 
difficult to prove in an article the co rrectness 
of K atscher 's findin gs, because the small flaw s, 
which could prove the identity of the cliches 
with " wandering figures ", would not show 
di stinctly even in enlarged illustrations. The 
conditions were more favorable for th e 45c, 
because the cliche with th e widest spacing of 
o.7mm.20, which also was a left margin copy, 
had a rather conspicuous pl a te fl aw in the 
right fr ame lin e, just to the right of the in­
sc ription STEMPEL. For twenty years , we 
have sea rched for st amps with this charac teri s­
tic flaw, having r ecorded and photographed all 
copies we could lay our hands on. Until about 
"three yea rs ago, the results were disappoint­
ing, as all copies found had no me asurable 
differences in the spacing of the figures. Then 
rather unexpectedly, we made the important 
find which can be used as proof of the "wan­
dering figure" theory. A copy from the same 
cliche as the stamp with o.7mm. spacing but 
with only o.4mm. spacing appea red . Four 
other similar copies found shortly afterwards 
-two in this country, two others in a col­
lection in Vienna21- increased the 'importance 

20 It was believed that only one cliche of the -l5C 
had the wide o.7mm . spacing. But some time ago, we 
found a stamp with o.7mm . spa cin g whi .:h undou bt­
edly comes from another cliche ( Fi g . 17 ) . A lthou gh 
we have made every effort to find another co py from 
the same cliche, we have been unable to do so, proba ­
bly beca use it has no conspicuou s fl aws and also wa s a 
"wande ring figure" type, which onl y showed the · 
o.7mm. spacing for a ve ry short pe riod. 
21 One copy is in the coll ection of Leavitt J. Bulkl ey 
of Detroit , two ot hers in the col lection of f 'rof. K arl 
Fre y of Vienna. 
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Fig . 6 to l l . 4 5c , Type I, a " wande ring figure " type in the first setting, with the " w ide " 
0 .7mm . spacing be tween " 45" and " CENTES." Six consecutive stages of the same left marg in 
cliche , all showing the characteristic damages to the frame line at the right of " STEMPEL" 
and the f irst traces of a damage to the frame line above " EL" of " STEMPEL". The fram e 
line below " 45" partly does not show in the later stages, due to slight " foulage" . 
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Fig. 12 to 16. 45c, Type I, the same "wandering figure " type as Fig. 6 to 11, five more 
consecutive stages from later printings, now with only 0.4mm. spacing between "45 " and 
"CENTES" . They all show the same characterist ic damages to the frame lines at the right and 
above "STEMPEL" as Fig . 6 to 11, but gradually becoming larger. The "foulage" of the 
figure "45" also is becoming stronger, first affecting mainly the " C" of " CENTES. " and 
the frame lines above " 45", which did not print. In later stages, the "foulage" affected the 
frame lines below "45 " more and there are also minute changes noticeable in the position 
of the " 45". In stage three, additional damage sta rts to show, namely , a colorless spot in the 
middle of the righ t frame of the coat of arms, which becomes more pronounced in stage four 
and is rather conspicuous in stage five. The latter has also the tip of the flag of the "5" cut 
off. All these stamps are ribbed and not margin copies; one is the left stamp of a pair, 
which probably comes from the right margin of a pane. 
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of th is d iscovery . All five st amps w ith th e 
narrow spacing come fro m th e las t print ing 
and a re ribbed. T he enla rged pict u res show 
convi ncingly th a t all th e pictured st amps 
come fro m th e same cliche, those wi th o.7mm 
spacing (Fig. 6- 11) fro m an ea rly st a te and 
those " ·ith o .+mm spacing (Fig. 12-16) fro m 
a la te r sta te. It is rema rkable, th at th e 
" wand ering fig ure" type w ith o.7mm. spacing 
always is a lef t ma rgin copy, while th a t w ith 
o.+mm. spacing is not. Therefo re· it mu st 
co me fro m anoth er se t t ing. In th e only 
multiple we fo un d of the latte r, w ith th e 
o.+mm. st amp at lef t, th e other st amp see ms 
to be a right ma rgin copy, which would es­
t ablish th e position of th e o.4mm. "wand er­
ing fi gure" type in th e seventh column 
of a pane. The fac t th at the o.7 mm. st amp is 
not known ribbed, while th e 04mm. st amp 
always is-th e ea rli es t prints a re r a ther 
lightly ribbed, while th e la te r ones, w hich 
show th e cha rac te ri stic damage of the cliche 
enl a rged and a consp icuous new dam age at 
th e right side of th e a rms shield, a re rath er 
st rongly ribbed-seems to prove, th at th e 
"wand ering" of th e figu re " +s" took pl ace 
af te r th e fi rst se tting of th e +sc, T ype I , was 
taken apa rt , but befo re th e second and fi nal 
se tting was assembled. This shows th a t th e 
brushing of th e cl iches between two settings 
must have been responsible fo r thi s specific 
"wand ering" and th a t th e re we re t wo settings 
of th e 45c, T ype I , all shee ts printed from th e · 
second one being ribbed. 

With this proo f of th e ac tu al ex istence of 
" w andering figure" types, our problems a re 
not fi nished ; our difficulti es a re just st a rting 
beca use a number of new questions a rise fro m 
th ese findings. Considering th e technical fac ili­
ties used more th an hun d red yea rs ago, the 
workers who altered the cliches of th e 6kr 
and 3oc into 9kr and 45c cliches r espectively 
did a remark able job. The position of the 
fi gures varied by less than one millimete r, a 
feat that even w ith present techn ical fac ili­
ties is not eas ily achieved, and which mus t 
be consid ered excell ent fo r wo rk done w ith 
old-time tools. Alth ough the diffe rences in 
th e position of th e "9" and " 45" a re eas ily 
expl ained by the circumstances und er w hich 
th e new fig ures we re inserted, th ere is no 
such simple expl anation fo rthcoming fo r th e 
fac t th at all stamps w ith w ide spacing-
286 :J'HE CO
Fig. 17 . 45c , Type I, the second cliche with 
0.7mm . spacing be twee n "45 " and " CENTES.", 
of which we could f ind only thi s exa mpl e. It 
does not seem to be a marg in copy . 

o.8mm. and more fo r the 9kr , o.5 mm. and 
more fo r th e 45c---come from th e lef t ma r­
gin columns of th e panes . This is tru e fo r 
the 9kr as w ell as fo r th e 45c, w ith one rath er 
insignifi cant excep tion fo r the 9k r, where one 
cl;che w ith o.8mm. spacing was not a ma rgin 
cliche. K atscher and de F rank have tri ed to 
expl ain this in diffe rent ways. K atscher sug­
ges ted accidental occurrences, w hile de F rank 
supposed th at the wide spacings we re pur­
pose ly made and pl aced in promin ent posi­
tions22. But both explanations do not sa tisfy 
us because we are su re th a t th ey cannot stand 
up against a ca ref ul inves t iga tion of the 
matte r. D e F rank 's th eo ry cannot be t aken 
se ri ously because to fin d th e bes t place fo r 
the figu re "9" in th e cl iche, th e usual way 
wo ul d have been to make proof printings 
f rom single cl iches w ith va rious spacings. 

22 Katscher claims that the wander ing of the figures 
was more extensive in the ma rg in cliches beca use the 
cli chcs of the margin colu mns w ere struck fi rst by the 
inkin g rol I w hen the setting was inked after the 
pr int in g of every sheet. De Frank theori zed that the 
cliches wit h the wide r spaci ng were tria l ones to de­
termine the most suitab le spac ing fo r the figure "9" 
in the 9k r cl iches in Type II , and that th ese cliches 
we re placed in t he left ma rgin co lu m11s to be kept 
und er observation for their performance . 
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To put such " tri al" cliches in a se tting to 
·"watch th eir performance" during the print­
ing seems abs urd. Aside from th a t, the 9kr 
cliches with th e wide spacing were not placed 
all in the margin of one pane, but are scat­
tered over th e lef t margin columns of all four 
panes23. K a tscher's theory, as presented by 
him also cannot wi th st and a serious inquiry . 
It is an unqu es ti oned fac t th a t several of th e 
wide spacings " ·ere contained in the first set­
ting and can be fou nd in th e earliest print­
ings th e refrom. They \Vere all in left mar­
gin columns, and we a re a t a compl ete loss 
to explai n this fac t which is too obvious to 
be a mere coincidence. The only practica l sug­
ges tion th at we are able to offe r , is th at al­
though all cliches had o ri gi nally an ave rage 
spaci ng between "9" o r " 45" and "KREU­
ZER" or "CENTES", something happened 
du ring the tak ing of proof prints which made 
the figures on some lef t margin cliches move 
ou twa rds, enlarging th e spacing on a few 
cliches. It wou ld be a matter of pure specu­
lation to try to go further. W e are on some­
what firmer grou nd when we consider what 
happened during the ac tu al printing. If th e 
in king roll ran ove r th e setting from the 
lef t to th e right24 , then it actually hit th e 
lef t ma rgin columns of th e four panes harder 
than th e oth er rows. But such hitting could 
move th e figures "9" or "+s" only from th e 
lef t to the right, reducing th e spac ing in this 
way, while K atscher claims that in quite a 
number of cases of " wandering" th e origi­
nally na rrow spacing of such margin cliches 
became wider. Therefore, either K atsche r 's 
theory why the "wand ering" was more ex­
tensive fo r a number of left margin cliches 
is wrong, or the w andering of th e figu res was 

23 The position of t he cliche with the widest spac­
ing of 1.2mm. ha s been definitel y estab l ished. It was 
the fir st sta mp in the second row of the upper left 
pane: a horizontal str ip of e ight, wit h the wid e­
spaced variet y as the first sta mp , is known. The 
exact position of the ~ ;c with the wide spacing of 
o.7mm. is not known. It wa s also a left margin 
cliche, probably in one of the left panes. The al­
most complete sheet of the 45c in the Vienna Posta l 
:\Iuseum shows the left margin column s of the 
right panes complete and they do not include the 
cliche with the wide spacing. Therefore it must be 
assumed that it was in one of the missing left mar­
gin columns of the left panes. 

:2-l To avoid confusion, we mean by ''left" the left 
si de of the sta mps and of the printed sheets. ln re­
spect to the setting the directions would be just 
reversed. 
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due not only to th e hitting of the inking roll 
bu t also to oth e r causes. We are inclined 
to accep t K atscher 's th eory that the lef t mar­
gin cliches " ·ere hit h a rd es t by th e inking roll, 
but we must qualify the result of th at oc­
currence . The hitting of th e roll must have 
loosened the solde ring of the figures in th e 
left margin cliches much more th an h as the 
greatl y so ftened ac tion on th e other columns 
of the set ting, after th e initial hitting of th e 
in king roll on th e margin column. It can be 
taken for gran ted th at af te r loosening the 
figures sufficiently, consecutive hittings of the 
inking roll pushed th e figures to the 
right, di mini shi ng th e spacing between th e 
"9" o r "45" and "KREUZER" or 
" CENTES". This will expl a in all cases, 
where th e spacing had been reduced during 
th e printing. But where th e spacing of mar­
gi n cliches was enlarged, th ere a re two pos­
sibl e expl anations, both based upon th e sup­
position that th e hitting of the inking roll 
h ad loosened the figures in these cliches. The 
first possibility is th at the set ting was not al­
ways put in th e same position in the printing 
press, but so metimes a lso reversed . This 
wo uld make th e inking roll hit the right mar­
gin columns first and move ove r the se tting 
from th e right to th e lef t, pushing the loos­
ened figures now to the lef t, widening th e 
spacing. The fact th at we can find st amps 
with th e char ac te ristic thickening of th e outer 
margin line from th e lef t as well as from 
the righ t margin columns tends to confirm 
this possibility. The obj ection, th at in this 
case also the figures in th e cliches of the right 
ma rgin columns mu st have been sufficiently 
loosened to produce wide spacings, can be 
overruled, beca use the figures were there 
much further from the right side th an from 
th e left side of th e cliches, and th erefore much 
le ss affec ted by the hitting of th e inking 
roll. The second possibility to be conside red 
is that the widening of the spacing did not 
occur a t all during the printing, but during 
the cleaning of the cliches afte r each print­
ing. As we stated previously, many new dam­
ages to the cliches and enlarging of older 
ones must have been caused by the rather 
vigorous cleaning of the cliches with turpen­
tin e applied by brushes. It is easily con­
ceiv able th at th e brushing also moved th e 
loosened figures in some cliches, and that this 
shi fting cou ld be in either direction , thereby 
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widening or na rrowing the spacing. In all 
probability both possibilities actu ally had oc­
curred, the action of the inking roll account­
ing for changes of the spacing during the 
printing, the brushing for changes from one 
setting to another. It must be doubted that 
the brushing can be called responsible at all 
for spacin gs of o.8mm. and over in the fir st 
set ting, because it would rend er un ex pl a in­
able th e fact that they all are found-with 
one excep tion-only in left margin columns. 
We are inclined to believe that, in those cases 
where th e spacing shows abrupt changes, the 
brushin g was responsible-as we can ass ume 
with certainty fo r th e "wand ering" of th e 
" 45" fr om o.7mm. to 04mm.-while fo r th e 
g radual " wand erin g" th e action of the inking 
roll may have been responsible. 

CONCLUSIONS 

In our discussion s of th e empirically estab­
lished facts for the manu fac ture of th e print­
ing mate ri a l and th e actu al print ing of the 
9kr and +sc, Type I , we were ab le to cor­
roborate seve ral of them. But in many cases 
we had good reason to dispute them and to 
establish our O\\·n th eo ri es . W e beli eve for 
some of th ose new th eories w e were able to 
provide such conclu sive proof th at in turn \\'e 
can consid er th em empir ica lly estab li shed 
facts, and base further resea rch upon th em. 
When w e summ arize the confirmed and th e 
newly es tablished fac ts, we can list th e fol­
lowing positive points in thi s resea rch: 

1. The first printing materi al fo r th e 9kr 
and +sc st amps was manufactured by replac­
ing the figure "6" and "30" in cliches of 6kr 
and 3oc with the fi gures "9" and "+s" re­
spectively. 

2. This meth od of manufacture " ·as an 
economy measure to make use of a relatively 
la rge number of 6kr and 3oc cliche s, " ·hich 
were used for th e first printing of th ese two 
va lues and , due to th e change in th e rates, 
were no longer needed. 

3. E xcept for a few unused rese rve cliches, 
which may a lso have been utili zed fo r the 
transform ation , only used clich es of 6kr ( in 
Type I a and lb ) and 3oc were transformed. 

4. Only one setting of 2+0 st amp cl iches 
(and 16 cliches of St. Andrew's crosses) of 
each valu e was used a t one time. After each 
printing, the settings were t aken apa rt , 
cleaned and sto red. When need for another 
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printing arose the same cliches and a small 
number of rese rve cliches-which replaced 
very defective or bad ly worn ones-were used! 
to assemble a new setting. 

5. It can be ass umed as correct that there 
were four se ttings of the 9kr, T ype I , and 
two se ttin gs of the 45c, T ype I , not consider­
ing the fact th at th e re were a lso some re­
pl acements of unsuitable cliches during th e 
various printings. 

6 . The new figures of value inse rted in th e 
cliches were not immovable, but changed 
th eir position by shifting horizontally as much 
as o.7mm. (9kr ) and o.3mm. C+sc) respect­
ively. This shi fting " ·as fre qu ently connected 
with a slight protrusion of the figures above 
th e level of the cliches, resulting in a "bi te" 
("fou lage") of th ese fig ures on th e paper. 

7. A conside rabl e number of such "wand er­
in g figure " types " ·ere in th e se ttings, but on 
only a fe " · the " " ·andering" amou nted to 
more th an o.2mm. It is very probable th at 
th e brushing of the cliches during th e cl ean­
in g w as a decis ive fac to r in mov ing th e fi g­
ures . All "" ·and eri ngs" of more th an 
o.2mm. can be direc tly attributed to the 
brushing while th e loosening of th e figures , 
and th e small er " \\' and eri ngs" were due 
probably to various influences during the 
printing, which made the figures move 
slightly . 

There a re a number of negative points in 
th e resea rch , but it seems doubtful th a t " ·e 
will ever be able to offer a co rrec t ans\\'er 
to th ese questions. They are: 

r. H ow w as th e change from 6kr and 3oc 
cliches into cliches of gkr and +sc effec ted, 
ho\\' \\' ere th e old figures removed and in 
\\'hich \\'ay " ·e re the ne\\· figure s inserted and 
attached to the cliches? W e have offered 
several possibilities as an ans\\·er, but none· 
is proven and none is completely satisfactory. 

2. W ere on ly cliches of 6kr and 3oc used 
fo r th e tr ansformation o r w ere-by acciden t 
o r due to shortage-also a few cliches of 
other values tr ansform ed? This question has. 
not been th oroughly investigated, so until thi s 
is done, it rem ains an open poss ibility, th at 
such an " accid ent " has happened. 

3. Why were all the w ide spacings of th e 
gkr as well as th e +sc (except one o.8mm. 
spacing of th e gkr) located in the lef t margi n 
co lumns of th e four panes? No sati sfactory 

(Continued on P age 312.) 
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INDIA 

RAJKOT STATE : Previousl y Unrecorded Facts 

About I ts Postal System And Postal Paper 

By F . M. COWEN 

INTRODUCTION 
Recently th e au th or was su rprised to lea rn 
o f th e for mer existence of a heretofore unre­
co rd ed post al sys tem in th e Indian fe ud ato ry 
s t ate of R ajkot. Even more surprising w as 
the discovery of three prev iously unreporte d 
items of pos tal sta tionery from this st ate­
a n envelope, single and double ( reply) ca rd s. 
By unknO\\·n, th e au th or does not wish to 
imply a virgi n discove ry. The above post al 
paper was recognized as such by a few stam p 
collectors in Indi a. However, the r ecent 
lessening of interes t in both Indi an states and 
postal st at ionery coll ecting has allo\\·ed such 
m ate ri al to pass by virtu ally unnoticed for 
for more th an a score of yea rs. 

Several post al items of this st ate sys tem. 
both used and unu sed , have been exami ned by 
both Mr. H. D. S. H averbeck and th e 
a utho r. There is no doubt in our mind s th a t 
th ey rep resent items used by a legitimate 
se rvice. 

Th ere is no need a t thi s tim e to justify 
th e exis tence of dozens of independe nt postal 
sys tems in the Indi an subcontin ent up to th e 
midd le of 1951. Stud ents of Indi an postal 
hi story have given th e reasons on num erou s 
occas ions. Need less to say th ere a re many 
discoveries still awaiting th e adventurous 
collector in this fie ld , both in th ose st ates 
th at issued postal paper and in those th at 
neve r fe lt th e need during th eir ex istence. It 
is difficult to pl ace th e label of ph il a telic 
favori t ism on th e issues of postal se rvices th at 
res t unrecognized until the middle of th e 
20th Century. 
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R ajkot State was located in th e cente r of 
th e K athi awa r peninsul a, Indi a (F igure I). 
I ts area was 282 sq. mi . and its population 
was 75 ,5+0 in 193r. Neighboring states in­
cluded Bh avnagar, Gonda! , J asdan, J una­
gadh ( Soru th) , Morvi , N avanaga r, P a rban­
da r, W ad hwan, and W ankaner. Many of 
th ese are already fami liar to st amp collecto rs 
because of their iss ues of adhesive st amps and 
postal st ationery. 

The capi t al of the sta te, also called R ajkot, 
w as, and still is , a most important city in 
K athi awar. With a population in excess of 
50,000, it w as th e headquarters of the Briti sh 
political agent of th e W es tern India State 
Agency in pre-independence days. It is an 
important r ail center and is consid ered to be 
the chi ef educational center of the peninsula. 

In 19+8 R aj kot State joined th e many oth er 
small st ates in th e area to fo rm th e U nit ed 
States of Saurashtr a. The city of R ajkot is 
th e cap ital of this division of th e Indian 
Repub lic. 

THE POSTAL SYSTEM 

A s is th e case wi th most Indi an feudatory 
st ates' pos tal sys tems, information on the 
R ajkot system is me agre a t this writing. The 
author is indebted to Mr. A. T. Sanghvi of 
Indi a for the details mentioned below. 

Acco rding to Mr. Sanghvi , Sir L akh ajiraj, 
a prince of R aj kot , opened post offices-as 
was hi s prerogative as an Indi an state ruler-
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Figure Map of the Kath iawa r peni nsula, Weste rn India, showing the philatelically-import­
ant states of jasdan, Junagadh, Morvi , Navanagar, Rajkot and Wadhwan , several of the towns 
and cities, and the principal railroads. The black arrow indica tes Rajkot. 
in 1925. The post al department was placed 
under th e direct superv ision of th e District 
and Sessions Judge of R aj kot State whose 
facsimile sign a ture franked all legitim ate en­
velopes and post cards. During th e exis tence 
of thi s post al department three types of 
franked st at ionery were issued: one, a half 
ann a envelope (F igure 2) , a one quarter ann a 
post card (F igure 3), and a one quarter plus 
one qu a rte r ann a double (reply) card (F igure 
4 ). A registration serv ice was provided , both 
·envelopes and cards were so treated for an 
.additional levy of two ann as. 

The number of post offices exis ting durin g 
the life of th e postal sys tem is unkno\\·n. O n 
th e used exampl es seen up to thi s tim e, all 
we re posted and addressed to points in R ajkot 
city. This is not surprisin g si nce two- third s 
290 THE COLL
of th e sta te population was located wi thin the· 
city limits, while th e st a te itself was only 
abo ut 28 miles long at its g reates t extent. 

The postal system was closed down in 1948 
w hen R ajkot ceased to exis t as a separate 
autono mous political unit. 

THE POSTAL STATIONERY 

Du ring the brief exis tence of th e R ajkot 
post al department, th e items of postal sta­
tion e ry already mentioned were iss ued. From 
evidence presented by th e envelopes and post 
cards, three sepa r ate h and stamps we re pre­
pared for imprinting th e st ationery. These 
will be desc ribed more fully below. It is the 
author 's th eory th at th e h andst amps were 
prepared from a rubber or rubber-like com­
pos ition because th e strikes do not show evi-
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dences of pressure or paper breaks th a t might 
be expected in strikes fr om metal h and stamps. 
Wood dies cannot be ruled out, but the 
clarity of most strikes over a period of some 
yea rs would seem to exclude such a materi al. 
The lettering on all three st amps is in Guj­
ra ti , th e chief language of centr al K athi awar. 

· Envelope. The envelope st amp (Figure 
2) was struck in purple in th e upper right 
co rner. It consists of a double-lined ci rcl e, 
the ou te r circle being toothed and abou t 
24mm. in diameter. In th e upper portion , as 
norm ally struck, appea r th e words ADHI 
ANNA (0 anna); in the lowe r portion, 
separa ted from the upper portion by small 
sta rs at th e right and left , are th e wo rds 
RAJKOT DARBAR ( R aj kot State). The 
center of th e design consists of a flower-like 
figure surrounded by a ci rcu la r series of 
broken curved lines. The signature of th e 
District and Sessions Judge is sepa rately 
handstamped in th e same ink to th e left of 
the sta mp. It usually overlaps the design . 
E nvelopes a re known w ith th e sign atures of 
H. R. Erich and T. D. Sanghvi ( ?) in Eng­
lish scr ipt. The envelope paper and knife 
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varies, but the size is about 155x9omm. Ex­
amples a re kn own struck on brownish and 
yellow wove papers. Examples have been 
seen used on October 31, 1935, November r, 
1935, and February 3, 1938. 

Post Card (Single}. The single post card 
st amp (Figure 3), also struck in purple in 
th e upper right corn er, is very similar to the 
envelope st amp except th at th e Gujrati char­
ac ters in th e upper portion are translated as 
PAW ANNA (?i ann a). It is quite pos­
sible th at the envelope and post card h and­
st amp were convertible by the removal and 
replacement w ith th e co rrect fi gure of value . 
As wi th th e envelope, the control signature 
was sepa ra tely hand stamped to the left and 
over th e stamp in purple. The one sign ature 
seen by th e autho r is in Guj rati sc ript and is 
sa id to be th at of Ickhashanker P andiu . Al­
most white smoo th ca rd paper of medium 
thickness and meas uring 14ox88mm. was em­
ployed for the post cards. All four sid es are 
machine cu t. Examples dated July 7, 1925 
and Septemb er 8, 1925 have been seen. 

Post Carri ( R eply). The reply post card 
st amp (Figure +) differs from the single 
>t'"lt.,, ..... , .... j . ..i,·~·~~L.. 

l . 0-. --:n 'lt ~h J:t • . £, ,.[ i" 111 ',., ,' • 
f(.( ~ . ji "-'"'. 
:'\-. ~ ~-

'1C--:> ''""''"' .. , ". Jc.' ..(h°-lt~~ 
- -· 

Figure 2 The Rajkot envelope showing the reg istrat ion postmark and the signature of Judge 
H. R. Brich . The date is 31 - 10- 35 (Octobe r 31 , 1935 ). 
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~,GV"'tl ~f~~' -:>l"'l >'\ \.. 

~ ,,'1.'-'KA• ~=t?.ci~e l~ 

~"l,("1~~ <1-• ?c.a. 

G- ~·~l 

Figure 3 The Rajkot single card showing the signature of Judge I. Pand iu in Gujrati . Although 
not pos tmarked , the back of the card is dated July 7, 1925 . 
.ca rd stamp in the following details: (I) th e 
outer circle is heavie r and seems to contain 
fewer teeth , (2) no small stars separate the 
Gujrati in sc riptions, (3) the " flower" is re­
placed by an eight-pointed "s tar," and (4) to 
the left-so th at it appears at the top center 
of the ca rd-is found a two line Gujrati in­
scription tr anslated as 

RAJKOT DARBAR. (State) 
POST CARD. 

'This is underlined by two un even, roughly 
parallel , lines-faulty printing sometimes pro­

.duced only one. On all examples seen by 
the author, the separation from the stop at 
the right end of the bottom inscription to the 
toothed circle of th e stamp measures 37mm. 

·The space in between is occupied by a fa c­
simile signa ture of the Judge. Signatures 

·see n include those of H. R. Brich, ]. Pan diu . 
and A. F. T esai ( ?) in English sc ript. Be-

· Cause the placemen t of the Judge 's signature 
is identical on all examples " ·ith a particular 

·signature and because they do not overlap 
·Onto th e design of th e stamp, which is in th e 
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correct upright position, it is believed th at all 
of th e above was applied from a single hand­
stamp. The color, as with the others , is 
purple. 

Each half of the double card was machine 
cut on three sides with the fold occurring at 
the top side . The reply half was printed in 
the same rel ationship to the front half as th e 
current U. S. A. double post cards. The 
reply portion was printed from the same 
h and stamp with no ch ange or additional in­
dicia. The ca rd paper is similar to th e single 
post card discussed previously, varying from 
smooth to te xture d surfaces. The over-all 
dimensions of each half me asure about 
1 +o :88mm. All used examples seen repre­
sen t severed halves with the following dates: 
December 3, 192j, November 8, 1930, Octo­
ber lj , 1931, and l\ll ay 20, 193j. 

Two varieties have been noted. In one, 
th e center "star" of the stamp design is omit­
ted (Figure 5). In the examples seen, th e 
evidence poin ts to a removal or loss of "st ar" 
r ath er th an an incomplete printing. The 
other variety is an unsevered unused card 
with no printing on th e second reply half. 
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Figure 4 Half of the Rajkot double ( reply ) card showing the signature of judge A. F. Tesai 
( '! and the regular postmark dated 8-11-30 (November 8, 1930). 
THE POSTMARKS 

In many cases of obviously used examples 
of th e station e ry, no postal markings can be 
found. It is therefore quite possible th at 
postmarks were not required or th at some 
postal st ations did not use them. 

Only t\\·o types of postm a rks are known to 
the author. The first w as used on regular 
( non- registe red ) m ail and is illustr a ted in 
Figure +· It consists o f an oval-shaped 
double-lin ed device about 21 ,Vz x35 mm. at 
g reatest. The outer ova l consists of small 
teeth. At th e top , in Guj rati, occur the 
word s POST RAJK OT DARBAR (S tate) . 
At th e bottom is found th e word RAJKOT. 
The bottom ,,·ord is sepa ra ted from the top 
,,·ords by t\\·o la rge stops. Th e date of pos t­
ing w as \nitten in ink in an inner bl ank oval 
by th e postal clerk . The date co rrespond s to 
th e Gregorian ca lend a r but is written in Guj­
rati numer als. Th e postmark w as app li ed 
from a handstamp in the sa me purp le color 
employed fo r the imprinted st amps. 

The second postmark was appli ed to reg­
istered lette rs and cards. Ill ustrated in Fig­
ure 2, it co nsists of a r ather fa ncy ribbon and 
floral device. The top line contai ns the Guj­
r ati equival ent of RAJKOT in sligh tly dif-
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ferent cha r ac ters. The second lin e co nsis ts 
of an abbrevia tion for " number" ( ?) fol­
lo"·ecl by a clotted lin e. The marking was 
st amped in purple and the post al clerk wrote 
in ink the reg istr ation number and the date. 
As ha s already been mentioned , th e regi str a­
tion fee was an addi tional two ann as. 
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Figure 5 Another example of the reply card showing t he missing "star" varied postmark on 
15-10-31 (October 1 5 , 1931 ). Note that the sender has al so written the destinat ion in 
English. 

CHECK LIST 

Envelope Size-9ox155mm. 
Paper- Brown or yellow wove 
H and struck stamp 1935 ( ?) 

E1 Y, anna purple 

Contro l Signatures ( Purple)-H . R. Erich, T. D . Sanghvi ( ?) in English 
P os t Cards Size-q ox88mm. 

1925 (?) 
C1 

P ape r-- White or brownish ca rd 
H and struck stamp 
Yi ann a purple 

Control Signatures ( Purple)-1. P andiu in Gujrati 
C2 y,( ann a + 7::\ ann a purple (reply) 

Con tr ol Signat ur es ( Purple)-H. R. 
V a rieti es of C2: 

Erich, J. P andiu , A. F. Tesai ( ?) , in E ngli sh 
(I) No "star" in center 
(2) Second half of reply sans stamp and 

signature 
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THE CLU·BHOUSE 
Meeting of September 21, 1955 

U . S. and Foreign R even ue Stamps 

The initi al meeting of the 1955-56 Season 
was held on Wednesday evening, September 
21 st, with Presid ent Elkins presiding. After 
he had welcomed the members back from th e 
summer holid ays, he turned the meeting over 
to th e Chairman of the Program Committee, 
H arri son D. S. Haverbeck, who introduced 
the speaker of th e evening, Morton D ean 
J oyce. Mr. Joyce st a ted th at he had thought 
th at th e membership would en joy the several 
speakers, all of whom were members of th e 
American R evenu e Association, with whom 
he had arranged an exhibi t of R evenue stamps 
from the United States, Canada and other 
co untries . 

The fir st speaker was G eo rge D. C abot, 
th e President of the America n R evenue Asso­
ciation . l\I r. Cabo t showed two fr ames of 
foreign revenu es includi ng five inverted cen­
tered ones :-The 7 5 ctsmi of Lombardy­
Venice, s lire Ita ly Lusso e Scambi, rd South 
Australia, and th e 2sh 6d and 5sh of Trans­
vaal. His other frame cont ain ed nine pages 
of State t ax and inspection st amps. 

The next speaker was Dr. f!f/ilson A. 
Swanker, Editor of th e Am erican Revenue r, 
who spoke on Canadian , Federal Excise and 
T ax P a id Revenu es . H e show·ed exampl es 
of three types th at illustrate some of th eir 
particular fea t u res and po rtr ayi ng elements 
th a t make th e coll ecting of thi s type of ma­
terial interes tin g. 

l'\ext came G eorge T . Turn fr, th e Presi ­
dent of th e Am erican Philatelic Congress and 
also an au th ori ty on Phil a telic Liter ature. 
Mr. Turner spoke upon plating of United 
States R evenue st amp s and showed his work 
on reconstruction of th e shee ts of th e 10c 
Ce rtifi cate of th e First iss ue, perforated. His 
exhibit show ed this st am p pla ted in the two 
st ages, ea rly and la te. On several pages, he 
had examples of th e severa l varieties wh ich 
are fou nd on this st amp. 

l\!Ir. Turner th en turned to two fr ames 
of Mr. Joyce's materi al and expla ined that in 
th e first fr ame w as a recon structed sheet of 
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the rc Express, perforated, Pl ate 1, and a 
part of Pla te I E. With the aid of these two 
sheets, it was believed th at possibly two dies, 
the rc and 2c Express had been on the same 
die rolle r. Mr. Turner showed that below 
stamp 210 of the Plate I E there was an im­
pression of the top fr ame of a two cent stamp 
thus indica ting th at both the 1c Express and 
some 2c st amp were on the same die roll er. 
It had to be assumed that it must be th e 
2c Express, although th at w as not certain. 

Mr. Turner spoke in great de t ail about 
the mann er in which th ese pl a tes were laid 
down. It was his opinion th a t the only ex­
plana tion for th e ex istence of thi s part of a 
2c top fr ame was due to the manner in which 
th e impressions were rocked in , as there were 
four di stinct different die impress ions on th e 
I C Express Pl a tes; and th at four of th e 2c 
might be on th e same ro ll e r and th at th e im­
pression of the 2c was du e to the die ro ller 
being rocked in too far, not being noticed by­
th e operato r doing this work . 

In the second frame of Mr. J oyce was a­
reconst ruction of the 2c Express, imperforate,. 
which lacked but three stamps for completion , 
being positions 208, 209 and 210. Some ca rd­
boa rd pl ate proofs we re a part of th is plat­
ing, th e wo rk having been done by Mr. 
Turne r. 

Th en Dr. Lionel Hartley showed from th e 
st and his ex tensive collect ion of ea rly l\1exi­
can R evenues. There were many high valu es, 
which th e speaker consid ered exceed ingly 
rare. 

l\lfr. Joyce fo ll owed. His fir st fr ame con­
ta in ed Embossed Revenu e st amps consisting 
of a photograph of " the Boston W eekly 
l'\ en·s-Letter" of Sept. 23 , 1756 on which w as 
prin ted an impression of th e 0 penny P rovi­
dence of l\lfassachusetts Tax stamp, which­
tax I a\\' had been enac ted in 17 55. Copies of 
th e impression of th e 2, 3 and 4 penny st amps· 
of the sa me issue embossed on documents· 
n·e re indicated. Colony of ew York 1, 2 
and 3 penny embossed stamps of the act of 
1756 were shown on documents . The bal-. 
ance of thi s fr ame cont ained pages wi th· 
proofs of th e Newspaper and Almanac stamps. 
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·of the Stamp Act of 1765 and a 2 shilling 
-6 pence stamp. 

In th e nex t frame \\·e re exa mples of United 
States Rev enu e Stamped P ape r. The in­
terestin g tapeworm st amp printed on a docu­
ment used for clea ring th e bal ances of New 
York banks was an outstanding item, con­
sistin g of some 57 stamps, printed as if th ey 
~n re laid over one anoth er, only a part of 
th e lon·er stamp showing. Other pages 
shO\Hd all the types of thi s interesting group 
of document and check st amps used during 
th e Civil W ar. One frame of Essays of the 
United States Revenu e stamps was the next 
one shown, consisting of nine different types 
of these interes ting essays, some of which 
were mod els. 

United States Revenue st amps of the First 
issue included 4 blocks of four, imperforate 
of th e JOc value, being th e Bill of Lading, 
Certificate, Inl and Exchange and Power of 
Attorney. This is th e only complete set of 
these blocks. Only one block of four of the 
1oc Power of Attorney is known, but one 
-o ther block, one of 6 exists, which was later 
-pointed out. A 3oc Imperforate block of 
fou r of th e Foreign Exchange is believed 
unique, and the block of 3oc Inland Exchange 
seems to be one of two known. A block of 
four of th e $JO Charter Party is the only 
one known, as is the $25 Mortgage block of 
four, cancelled by th e sign ature of D. Drew, 
President of th e Erie Railroad . 

Then followed add itional imperfo rate 
blocks. The larges t known are as follows: 
block of 12, 25c Powe r of Attorney, with 
the full imprint at th e lef t, a horizontal strip 
of four of th e 5oc Surety Bond, a block of 
six of the $JO Mortgage. The last item was 
a full sheet of th e $200 value, being a block 
of eight, one of three known. 

Next Mr. J oyce showed items which a re 
th e la rges t known multiples, those of the 
Second I ssue, being a block of 18 of th e $ 1 
walue, a block of six of th e $ r.50 and a block 
•of 12 of th e $_). Blocks of th e Third issue 
·we re :-a block of 10 of the 4oc, a block of 
:B of the $2 .50 and a block of 18 of th e $5 
with a portion of th e imprint show ing at the 
l eft. Values of th e First Prop ri etary issue 
we re a block of 36 of the 6c on vioiet paper, 
with a full imprint a t the bottom, and a 
horizont al str ip of five of th e s·oc on violet 
paper, with th e fir st stamp turn ed under since 
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it is so bad ly damaged, and even th en, the 
second Stamp is some\\·hat torn. A block of 
nin e of the 1oc, unused of the Second Proprie­
t a ry conclu ded this fr ame. 

Mr. Joyce st ated th a t he was in the proc­
ess of remounting his collection of First I ssue 
imperfora te pairs, and showed nine pages of 
hi s working pages, one of which had the 
uniqu e pair of th e $2 .50 Inland Exchange. 

Medicine st amps followed. Mr. J oyce 
ca lled upon l\llr. Cabot to explain how th e one 
copy of th e Thomas E. Wilson st amp exists 
today, because Mr. Cabot had expressed a 
des ire for th at st amp to be sho wn. In ad di­
tion, there was th e die proof, in bl ack of 
this stamp , with th e signed approval of the 
Commissioner of Internal R evenu e D epar t­
ment, which once had been in th e order book 
of Butler & Carpenter . 

A frame of the Provision al labels used in 
li eu of st amps in St. Loui s, due to th eir non­
ar riv al in 1898, contained examples used by 
th e Antik amni a Chemical Company, W. R. 
Holmes, L ambert Ph a rmical Co ., Prickely 
Ash Bitters Co. and others. The las t three 
frames contained selected pages from Mr. 
J oyce cancellation collection s, one being of 
r ailro ad cancellations, another in sur ance com­
pany cancellati ons and the final one, pro­
prietary concerns cancell ation s, all on the 
Civil War iss ues . 

Meeting of October 5, 1955 

U. S. Post Office D epar tm ent 

This Club had long in advance sched uled 
a mee ting when th e United States Post Office 
Departm ent headed by th e A ssist ant Post­
mas ter General , Albert J . Robe rtson, \\·ould 
conduct this O ctober mee ting. All plans had 
proceeded sati sfacto rily until at th e ve ry las t 
min ute, J\11 r. Robertso n had to cancel his ap­
pearance. However, the program was con­
ducted by officials of our Post Office D epa rt­
ment. Th e speaker of th e evening was Mr. 
Robert E. F ellers, Director, Division of Phi­
la tely. The special exhibit brought along 
from W ashin gton, D. C. fo r thi s occasion was 
handl ed by Mr. Stanley H odz iewich, C urator , 
Ph ilate lic E xhibition , U nited States Post 
Office D ep a rtm ent. 

Messrs. Fellers and H odziewich were en­
tertained fo r dinner a t a nea rby restaurant 
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Left : Mr. Stanley Hodziewich , right : Mr . Fellers viewing a frame with some of the 
Government's exhibits. 

( Phot os by B o11trelle) 
previous to th e meeting. About 35 members 
attended this. Wh en President Elkins called 
the meeting to ord er at 8 p. m., our exhibi­
tion hall was S. R . 0. 

l\1r. F ellers was th e on ly speaker for the 
Post Office Depa rtm ent. H e had prepa red 
a spec ial add ress, which he proceeded to rea:I 
to th e members. An illustration is shown 
from a pict ure t aken by the C lub's photogra­
pher, A. Bou trell e, just as Mr. Fellers was 
abou t to comme nce his talk. Now fo llows 
l\l r. Fellers' add ress. 

* * * * 
"Abou t six month s ago your Pres iden t in­

vited th e Post Office Department to partici­
pate in this program thi s evening and As­
sist ant P ostmaster General Albert J. Rob­
ertson was scheduled to be here . I am very 
so rry to say th a t urgent matters prevented 
him from coming and he asked me to ac t fo r 
him and exp ress his regrets a t not being 
able to be here. I assu re you it is a g rea t 
pleasure for me to be here thi s evening and 
talk wi th you. 

" Shortly af ter Postm as ter General Sum-
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merfi eld came into office he realized the im­
portance of stamp coll ecting, especially to the 
youth of our nation. With this in mind he 
immediately took steps to enl a rge our Phila­
telic Agency. It was fe lt th at instead of 
having th e Phil atelic Agency as part of an­
oth er Division it shou ld be an entire Divi­
sion of its own made up of capable employees. 
to work more closely with collectors on all 
th eir problems and in th at way give better 
se rvice to them. All fun ctions perta ining to 
Phil ately are handled in this Division. R e­
que sts for new special st amps a re reco rd ed 
and co mpl ete files are kept on th em. At the 
present tim e there a re app roxima tely 2,200 

r equests on file and th at amount is being in­
creased eve ry month by th e new requ ests 
which ,,.e rece ive. 

"Out of mere ari thmetic alone it is neces­
sa ry to decline the grea t majo rity of r equests 
for new stamps and many a re declin ed be­
cause th e subject matter or the anniversa ry 
period does not appear to have sufficient 
nation al significance . We like, too, to bring 
ou t st amps in conn ection \Vith some big cele­
bration. It has been fou nd from expe rience 
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th a t approximately twelv e commemorative 
stamps a yea r is a fair number to issue. W e 
a re working on our program for next yea r 
and hope to be able to make some ann ounce­
ment befo re the end of the yea r. 

" l\Iuch thought and research is gi ven in 
th e development of our st amp designs from 
th e tim e th e fir st mode l is submitted until th e 
final die proof is approved by the P ostmaste r 
General. The subj ec t mat ter of th e stamp is 
carefu lly checked with proper records o r ex­
pert authorities consulted with rega rd to the 
proper develop ment of th e artists' model for 
t he stamp. In conn ect ion wi th th e Lewis and 
'Clark co mm emor a tiv e stamp, we felt it ad­
visable to make a spec ial trip to Boston, 
M assachu setts, to confer with Dr. Bern ard 
DeVoto , a w rite r and auth ority on the L e\\·is 
and C lark Expedition. It ca n be stated that 
he made so me valuable suggestions with re­
ga rd to th e st amp design. W e use every ef­
fort to make su re th at a mod el is perfect 
befo re it is approved by the P ostmaster 
General. 

"The stamps used in th e Phil a telic Agency 
are all ca refully selected at th e Burea u of 
Eng ravi ng and Printing before th ey a re sent 
to th e Phil a telic Agency. The clerks wh o 
fill th e st amp orders also m ake a ca ref ul se­
lection of th e st amps as the o rders are being 
fill ed and in th a t way the co ll ecto rs a re as­
su red of ge ttin g well centered st amps. Re­
cently \1·e announced th e sa le of two packets 
of st amps th rough th e Agency, one conta ining 
blocks of four sellin g for $2 .27 and th e oth er 
singles se lling for $ 1.00 even. W e are 
pl eased a t the great demand for th ese pack­
ets from the public. Over 2,500 o rd ers have 
been received since thi s se rvice was inaugur­
ated. W e do everything w e can think of to 
promote interest in thi s alluring and educa­
tion al avocation. 

" Most of our stamp designs a re don e by 
th e competent a rti sts at th e Burea u of En­
graving and Printing but occasion ally w e go 
outside. When the Atoms for Peace stamp 
was sugges ted by the Atomic Energy Com­
m1ss10n it was felt th a t it would be a very 
difficult subject to portray on a postage 
stamp. The Atomic Energy Commission 
suggested that th ey have th eir technical il­
lustr ators submit designs, as well as the State 
Depa rtment and th e United States lnforma-
THE COLL
tion Agency. A total of forty-three different 
designs was submitted and I have had them 
mounted in the fr ames here so that you may 
see them. To make a selection from so 
many good models w as a very difficult job. 
A s you know , the one selected bears th e two 
spheres and includes a quota tion from Presi­
dent Eisenhower's speech to th e United Na­
tions on D ecember 8, 1953 . The first day 
sale ceremony was held on the Wh ite House 
la\\'n and th ere were approx im ately 200 in­
vited guests to witn ess th e ce remony, includ ­
ing ninety foreign r epresenta tives. Those 
who witnessed th e ce remony comm ented that 
it \1·as one of th e finest we have ever had . 

"The regu la r se ri es of pos tage stamps has 
not been changed si nce 1938 and we are no\\' 
in th e mid st of bringing ou t a new se ries. 
Much thought was given to thi s se ries and 
we finally decided th at eighteen stamps would 
be su fficien t to mee t postal requirements. This 
se ries is divid ed into three categories . Six 
Pres id ents - George W ashington, Thomas 
Jefferson , Abr aham Lincoln , J am es l\1onroe, 
Theodore Roosevelt and W oodrow Wil son ; 
six Historic Shrines-3c Sta tu e of Liberty, 
Sc Statue of Liberty, Mount Vernon , The 
Al amo, Independence Hall and Monticello; 
six F amou s Americans- Benjamin Franklin , 
Robert E. Lee, John Marshall, Susan B. 
Anthony, P a trick Henry and Alexand er 
H amilton. 

" W e felt th a t we should continue Washing­
ton and Franklin in the regular se ries as th ey 
have been in all of them since 18+7. Much 
time was spent in selecting the subj ects and 
we feel th at eve ryone included in thi s se ri es 
pl ayed an important part in Am erican histo ry 
and deserves the honor of bei ng placed in 
our new se ries. 

" It was decided also th at it would be de­
sirable to place some of th ese stamps on 
sale a t National Phil a telic C onvent ions. This 
would make it possible to ge t a w ide r range 
of publicity and give the societies a first day 
sale stamp ce remony at th eir convent ion. It 
also gave the first day sales wid er geo­
g raphical distribution. This proved ve ry 
popular and we believe h as c reated more in­
terest in the new issues. There is a great 
demand from many cities to have first day 
sales of new stamps and the interest in first 
day covers and that type of collecting is in-
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Mr. Robert E. Fellers, the U. S. Post Office Department' s speake r. 
creas ing. In 1953 we made a very ca ref ul 
check on firs t day sa les held during that 
year. T he figures 11 e ga th ered a re quite in ­
teres ting and I 11·ou ld like to bring th em to 
you r attent ion at thi s time. 

"During the yea r there was a total of 
5,.p7 ,603 first day covers handl ed and th e 
st amps sold on the first day sa les amounted 
to 13,++7· 150 with a total value of $+3+,-
712.+9. The cost to th e Post Office D epa rt­
ment for handling th ese covers amounted to 
approxi mately $55,000. so yo u ca n readil~· 
see that there is a substan ti al profit on th e 
first day sales of new stamps. 

"Of th e total number of first day cove rs 
cancell ed , it is esti mated that 1 ,356,900 of 
th em bore blocks of four, o r th e equiv alent 
of at least 12c in postage on each cove r mak­
in g the excess of postage used 9c. This fig­
ure represents $122,1 21. in excess paid for 
handling thi s type of envelope, an amount 
,,·hich 11·ill more th an reimburse the Post 
Office Department for th e costs of bringing 
out new issues . 

"The greates t revenu e, howeve r , acc ru es 
from th e sa le of ordinary and commemora­
tive stamps in the Phil a telic Agency 11·here 
th e sales are averagin g approx im ately $2 ,-
000,000. a year. Most of th e st amps sold in 
th e Phil atelic Agency go into stamp albums 
and are never used for post age . 

" In add ition to the stamps purch ased by 
collectors from the Phil atelic Agency, many 
THE COI.I. ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST. VOL. XXX IV , K
coll ec tors make purchases from local pos:­
maste rs. A recent survey shows th at phi­
latelic sa les for a twelve months period in 
l\e11· York City amounted to $1,16+,ooo., 
Boston $6+,332., Los An geles $ 120,oco ., 
Brookl yn $+80,000., San Francisco $ 15 ,000., 

and Seattle $+8,ooo. It is estimated th at col­
lectors of United States st amps spend approxi­
ma tely $15,000,000 . per yea r on th e purchase 
of both o rdinary and commemora tive st am ps 
from th e Phil atelic Agency and th e various 
post offices. Sales have been increasing eac'i 
year since . 

"Wh en a new commemorative st amp is 
pr inted approxi mately 100,000,000 of th e total 
issue are distributed promptly to postmasters 
in th e United States so th a t they will be 
ava ilabl e to local collectors and patron s soon 
af ter th e first day sale date. The Phil a­
telic Agency continues to be a most popul a r 
part of th e P os t Office Department and the 
o rd e rs and sales continu e to increase . 

"Naturally co ll ectors have good reason to 
expect th e ass ist ance and cooperation of the 
D epa rtm ent in promoting th e best interests 
of Phil ately in eve ry practical and reasonable 
11·ay. and 11·e are using our bes t efforts in 
th e deve lop ment of D epa rtmental policy that 
will be in sp ir ational and helpful to all col­
lectors from th e humbl e beginner in the ranks 
to the phil a telic speci alist of long experience. 

"I want also to mention the enlargement 
of our Phil ate lic Exhibition Room. It is 
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conven iently located on th e fi rst fl oo r of the 
Post Office Department Building on 12th 
Street and P ennsylv ani a Avenue in Washing­
ton and the mahogany paneled room pro­
vided for th e display is very a ttr ac tive. The 
new addi tion wi ll more th an double th e 
for mer space and will enable us to more 
adequately display th e m ateri al th at 1s 
available. 

" In th e Exhibition R oom th ere is on dis­
play full shee ts of all United States postage 
stamps, envelopes, postal cards, die proofs and 
other philatelic items. W e also have stamps 
from all foreign cou ntries which are mem­
bers of th e Un iversal P ost al Union. Each 
co untry which is a member of th e UPU send s 
three st amps of all new iss ues to th e UPU 
headqua rte rs in Berne, Switzerland, and th ey 
in turn make the distribution to all member 
cou ntri es . Of th e three st amps from each 
foreign cou ntry we receive, one is pl aced in 
th e Exhibition R oom, one is sent to th e 
Smithsonian Institution and the other is kept 
in the Inte rn ational Bureau of the P ost 
Office Depa rtm ent. 

" In ou r Exhibition Room there is provided 
a secti on se t apa rt as a reading and reference 
department where philatelic magazines and 
newspapers may be leisurely read and we are 
planning to have a more complete libr a ry 
section in connection with this enl a rge d 
department. 

"Now, let us consider th e educational val­
ues of stamp collecting, not only to the youth 
of the nation but also to ad ults. Knowledge 
of hi story, geog raphy, and many oth er sub­
jects is frequently more easily and perma­
nently acquired from postage st amps th an 
from textbooks, and in such a g raphic man­
ner th at it is not soon forgotten . Questi ons 
on the lives of such great figures of history 
as Columbus, Benj amin Franklin, George 
Washington , the Presidents of the United 
States, Commodore Matthew P erry, Lewis 
and Clark, and many other famous men of 
the past and ind eed the present a re re ad ily 
answered in a most auth entic fashion by the 
stamp collectors. 

"The study of geography hold s no terrors 
for even th e youngest of collectors . They 
will accu rately loca te L a tvi a, Georgia, Mar­
tinique, th e Guineas and hundreds of more 
remote points without · reference to an atlas 
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or a m ap. To st ress this point a little more, 
th e general stamp collector is a world traveler 
in his own home, a student of international 
aff ai rs, and an auth ori ty on the sta te of Gov­
ernment of every n ation in th e world. 

" In 1953, in ord er to be able to produce 
more multi-colored st amps, th e Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing was asked to explore 
the possibilities of photogravure and to make 
such tests as were necessary. Several print­
in g firms were contacted to provide specimens 
but so fa r we have fou nd nothing \\"e think 
is accep table. We like hand engr aved 
stamps and th ere is also a security angle that 
makes it desirable to have such issues. With 
this method, however, it is not possible for 
us to have many of our issues multi-colored 
bu t w e understand that the Bureau of En­
gravin g and Printing is now experimentin g 
with presses th a t ""ill be able to do multi­
colo r intaglio work. Their experiments 
shou ld produce some very interesting results. 

" In order to imp rove and vary ou r stamp 
designs we have met \\"ith the Commission of 
Fine Arts from time to tim e to d iscuss our 
stamp programs and methods. When the 
Fort Ticonderoga stamp was annou nced it 
was felt it would be a difficult one to pre­
pare and offered some problems as to design. 
It was at our request th a t the Commission of 
Fine Arts designated th e National Academy 
of D esign to select an a rtist to do thi s one 
particular st amp. This st amp was recently 
placed on sale at Fort Ticond eroga and th e 
general opinion with r ega rd to th e design is 
most favorable. 

" It has been annou nced th at Dr. Edgar 
Fulle r, Executive Secretary, Council of Chief 
State School Officers, W ashi ngton, D. C., 
has agreed to permit the children of the 
schools of the different st ates to en ter into 
a competition for a proposed children's stamp. 
It was announced th at th e best design from 
each st ate would be chosen before it is sub­
mitted to the P ost Office D epa rtm ent. At 
the conclu sion of th e contes t th e best de­
sign from each of th e st a tes will be sent to 
the Depar tment w here a fina l selection wi ll 
be m ade with th e understanding th at th e 
Department rese rves the right to reject any 
or all of th e designs submitted. W e do hope 
that a suitable design will be received so 
that the children's st amp m ay be give n sin­
ce re considera tion. 
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"We recently announced th a t th e 6-cent 
Theodo re R oosevelt stamp w ill be placed on 
firs t day sale at the American Stamp D ealers' 
Associati on Show in November. This design 
was reproduced from a photograph of th e 
Philip A. de L aszlo painting. Since many of 
you here will be at the Show in Novemb er, 
I h ave t aken the liber ty of bri ng in g the origi­
na l die proof of the Th eodo re Roosevel t 
st amp w ith me so th at you would have an 
oppo rtunity to see it. W e think th e en­
graver has done a fine piece of work. With 
th e A. S. D. A. Show having for its th eme 
Th eodo re Roosevelt we feel th at it w ill be a 
very popu la r issue. 

" W e are glad to lea rn tha t a definite time 
has been se t fo r the Fifth Inte rn ation al 
P hilate lic Exhibition and , as yo u know , we 
have met with th e committee on several oc­
casions to work out th e pl ans fo r th e P ost 
Office Depar tment 's par t1c1pation. The 
P ost Office D epartment expects to partici­
pate in this Intern ational Exhibition in a 
w ay we hope wi ll be a great credit to ou r 
Government. W e have in mind th e issuance 
of spec ial stamps as well as providing splen­
did ex hibition material. We hope th at a r­
r angements can be mad e to h ave an ac tu al 
demonstr ati on of th e printing of st amped en­
ve lopes and also postage st amps during the 
exhibition . 

"A s yo u all know, P ostmaste r General 
Summerfield is keenl y inte rested in post age 
st amps. H e has particip ated in a number of 
firs t day sales of postage st amps and would 
like to see ou r st amps be among th e best in 
th e wo rld. He rea li zes th at phi lately has 
distinc t educa ti onal values and believes th at 
no one can pursue thi s hobby intelligently 
without developing a greater knowledge of 
his national herit age." 

* * * * 
'.\1 r. H odziewich had placed 111 abo ut ro 

fr ames some very interes ting mate ri al. First 
of all was th e die proof of th e 6-ce nt Theo­
dore Roosevelt post age stamp to be placed on 
sale in New Y ork , N. Y. in Novembe r of 
this year. The beau ty of thi s die proof was 
greatly admired. The other materi al con­
sisted of th e original artis ts' drawings for 
th e Atoms for P eace st amp. Shown here is 
one typical fram e with Mess rs. Fe ll er s and 
H odz iewich st anding before it. Such ex-
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hibits always are a privi lege for phil ateli sts 
to in spect. The design finally accepted fre­
quently appears to be less attractive to many 
than th ose of th e rejected designs. But the 
eye ove rlooks practical considerations. One 
must remember th at a st amp is a mini ature, 
which its small space requirements demands 
special gifts fro m an a rti st. It w as a great 
oppo rtunity for th ose in at tend ance to see 
an exhibit like this. 

Th e meeting conclud ed with a question and 
answer period. There is no doubt th at 
through this evening's activities, th e United 
States P ost Office D epartment again showed 
its high opinion of philately and th e ex tents 
to which it is w illing to go to assist in abet­
tin g our enjoyment of st amp collecting. 
" Bob" Fell ers is a key fi gure in this work. 
Many of us had kn own him and his ac tivi ties 
for many yea rs. This was Mr. H odz iewich 's 
fir st visit to The Collecto rs Club. We hope 
for many more because we all were g rateful 
for seeing th e unusual philatelic materi al he 
had brought for our viewing. (H. M. G.) 

The Library Committee repor ts th e a:qui­
sition of th e fo llowing : 

S tanley Gibb ons' P os tage Stamp Catal og ue, 
Part II I , 1956. Fo reign Count ries, 
America, Asi a and Africa . Published by 
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd. , Lond on, E ngland. 

S eych elles Postage Stamps and P ostal His­
t ory by H . V. Farmer, F. R. P. S. L. 
Published by R obson Lowe, Ltd. , Lon­
don , England. • 

B. & 0. R ailr oad Mail and Cancellat ions by 
Michael Miller . Reprint from 14th 
American Phil a telic Congress Book. G ift 
of author. 

New Y ork er Briefmarken Z eitu n_q 1913. 
(Ge rman) Gift of Mr. E. A . Preisel. 

Scott's Standard Postage Stamp Catalo gue, 
Vo lum e II , 1956. European Countries 
and Colonies and th e Indepe ndent Na­
tions of Africa and A sia. Scott Publi­
ca tion s, Inc., New York. 

Bibliograph y of Palest in e-I srael Philatelic 
Lit erature by l\!I ar tin Warm brand. Card 
Index. Gif t of auth or. 

Nl uller Catal ogue 1956: Schweiz, Liecht en­
st ein . Published by Ernst Mull e r, Basel, 
Switze rl and . 
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Zu mstein Europe Catalogu e 1956. Publica­
ti on of Zumstein & Cie., Bern , Switzer­
land. 

Sanabria's A ir Post Catalogue 1954-55 and 
Supplement . Publi shed by Nicholas 
Sanabria Co., Inc. , ]'\ ew Y ork. ( Replace­
ment of copy mi ss in g from Library do­
nated by publisher). 

Mit chell-H oover Official Catalog of U. S. 
Bureau Precancels 1952. Publi shed by 
Stephen G. Rich, Verona, N. J. 

N eues H andb uch der Briefmarkenkunde, 
R eih e B, Lieferung 3. D eutsc hes R eich. 
1933- 1935 . Published by th e Association, 
Frankfurt a. Main , Ge rm any. U. S. 
Agent, Fr itz Billig. 

Stanley G ibb ons' P osta_qe S tamp Catalogu e, 
P art 1, 1956. British Empire . Pu b­
lished by Stanley Gibbons, Ltd. , London, 
England. 

Piece from th e D and y Roll of th e " P ape! 
Sellado" wa termark of !Vl exico. Illus­
trated in Dr. Chittenden 's book, "!Vl ex i­
co-Issue of 187-1-- 1883". Gift of '.Vl r. 
J. J. Kl emann . 

Phil ate lic Literature. Gif t of Dr. Warren 
G. K aude r. 

Miscell aneous lot of Phil atelic Exhibition 
Catalogues. Gift of th e Phil atelic 
Foundation. 

Chiu's S upplement , Vo lu me J. Edited by 
C. W . Chiu , H ong K ong. Gift of Mr. 
A. Appleton L ane. 

Chats on th e S tamps of C hin a, co mpil ed and 
edited by Tom Morgan. H a rri s Publi ­
ca tions, Ltd. , London , England. Gift of 
Mr. A . Appl eton L ane. 

Stanley Gibbons' " T wo R eigns" P os tage 
Stamp Ca tal ogue, 1956. Publi shed by 
Stanley Gibbon s, Ltd ., L ond on, England. 

·Catalo gue de Timbr es-Past e Yvert & T el­
lier-Cham pion, 1954· T om e I , II and 
1 fl. Published by Yvert & C ie., Amiens , 
France . Gift of Scott Publications, 
Inc., New York. 

Michel Briefmarken K atal og 1954· E ur opa . 
Publi shed by Schwabenberge r Album, 
Eugen Berlin , Munich, Germany. Gift 
of Scott Publica tion s, Inc., Ne\·\· Y ork. 

Cata/ago Galvez de S ellos de Espana r954-
1955. !VI. Galvez, Madrid , Spain. Gift 
of Scott Publica tions, Inc., ]'\ ew Y ork. 

Ce res Ca talog ue Ti mbres-Past e. France­
Colonies 1955 · "Ce res", Pari s, France. 
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Gift of Scott Publications, Inc., New 
York. 

H andbook / Catalogu e, Un ion of South Africa 
Stamps. Published by the Philatelic 
Federation of Southern Africa, Joh annes­
burg, U nion of South Africa. Phil ate lic 
Journ als. Gift of Mr. Edwin Mueller. 

Th e Nf'w Am erican Stamp Catalog . 1956 
Edition. Minkus Publica ti ons, Inc., New 
York. 

At th e Board of Gove rn ors meeting held 
September 28th , 1955 , the fo llowi ng ne\\" 
members were elected: 

+33+ J ohn M . Meditz. Wilmington, N. C. 
Co llects United States and Airm a ils. 

4335 Earl L owe, Birmingham, Mich. Co l­
lects Uni ted States. 

4336 M ichael Smiley, New York, N. Y. Col­
lects Venezuela, B razi l and France. 

4337 N ils P ontenstein , Sp ringfield , Ill. Col­
lects ]'\ o. 1 of Europe, Sweden and 
D enm ark. 

4338 S. Bruce Somervell , Santa B arb ara, 
Calif. Collects U nited States, Great 
Britain and Colonies. 

4339 Gerald O'Reilly, New York, N. Y. 
Collects United States, Scandin avia and 
Great Britain. 

43+0 Theodo re L. Glidden , C la rksville, In d. 
Collects Rhodesia. 

43 +1 J ohn D . P ope III , Webster Groves, 
Mo. Collects U nited States and 19th 
Century Foreign. 

43+2 Sterling S. Taylor, Seattle, W ash. Col­
lects Prisoner-of-\\·a r covers. 

Changes in the Club's Constitu­
tion and By-Laws 

At the meeting on ]'\ ovember 2, 1955, a 
short bus in ess meeting was held. The pur­
pose was to adopt , if approved, some changes 
in ou r basal o rganiza tional ar rangements. A 
quorum was es tabli shed . All four proposed 
amendm ents we re adop ted without dissent­
ing votes, and after thorough discussion of 
th em on th e fl oo r. Th e proposals had been 
circu lated prev iously to th e members qu alified 
to vote. 

(Continu ed on P age 317 .) 
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The Big Story Of A Little Stamp. 

The History Of The 5/- " Laureated " From 1867 To 1912. 

Sheet 
Ty pe Pos. 

(2) 9 BLUE: 

RED : 

*10 BLUE: 

RED : 

3 II BLUE: 

By]. R. W. P U RVES, F. R. P. S. L. 

(Continu ed From P age 235.) 

Flaws 

( i) l\ ick in lef t of th e leaf at base to im­
mediate left of th e cente r ornament 
at base; 

Comments 

Noted as (ii) In ' P. ]. 
G. B. ' article. 

(ii) Break in circle edge over and slightly Examined 9 copies In blue 
' to left of middl e of center ornament and red. 
at hase. 

Top of 'R ' of 'V ICTORIA' is dented 
and th e right t\\·o thirds of the top is 
narro\\·e r than usual. 

(i) Diagonal cut in right of tri angula r 
ornamen t a t top right and in top of 
scroll be lo" · it; 

(ii) Point of tr iangular orn ament at top 
left is blunted. 

A do t of colo r inside top of 'V', just 
to right of in sid e of left arm at top, 
etc. 

H ard to pick up any flaw s here but 
th e following a re constant on clea rly 
printed copies, viz : 

(i) mottling ( i.e. co lor patch In white) 
in front of chin ; 

(ii) mottlin g in colo r to S. E. of S. E . end 
of neck ; 

(iii) dent in outside of lo\\·e r of two cen­
tr al o rn aments at left. 

.Koted as ( iii ) In 'P. ]. 
G. B.' a rticle. 

Examined 5 copies in blue 
and yellow, 12 in blue and 
red. 

Seen ( 1869 printing) with 
' righ t lin e' wmk and (at 
right of pair ) " ·ith full 
right m argin. 

Noted as ( ii ) In 'P . J. 
G. B.' ar ticl e. 

Examined 15 copies 111 blue 
and red . 
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V I CTO R IA'S 5/ "LAUREATED" 
S hee t 
T ype Pas. 

RED: 

1 2 BL UE: 

RED: 

3 *13 BLUE: 

RED: 

RED: 

*15 BLUE: 

RED: 

F laws Comments 

Ext ra color on ou te r lef t po rt ion of Seen wi th 'l eft l ine' wmk. 
Cro\\'n , a t cen ter. 111 1868, 1877 and 1880 

printings. 

( i) A 'cu t ' flaw , more o r less ver tical, 
go 111g th ro ugh ou tside of the scrolls 
of the two o rn am ents a t m idd le right. 

In m or e li ghtly inked cop ies a sligh tly 
bent base to fi r st 'L '. 

[ In blu e on ye ll ow shows also a w hite 
dot 111 colo r ove r 'E' u nde r ch in 
( no t 111 m ore heavi ly inked copies). 
Q uee n 's eyebrow is sh aded .] 

( i ) A fi ne d iagon a l hai r- l ine going 
th ro ugh m idd le of o rn am ents ove r 
' IA'; 

( ii ) m ottling on ve in of o rn am ent at left 
nearest to 'F'. 
( i ) and ( ii ) a r e se ldom visible 111 
later p rint ings. 

(ii i ) In las t pri nt ing th e o rn am ents over 
' R ' a r e bad ly fl awed . 

In I 868/ 9 pr int ing ext ra red on the 
lowe r r ight po rtion of th e 'C' m akes 
'V I GTORIA ,' and tops of 'C' and 
'T ' a r e jo in ed. 

'.\1o ttl ing and a slight n ick m color 
to immediat e right of lowe r of mi ddle 
t \\·o scroll s a t lef t (visible as a w hite 
fl aw in la te r printings) 

D ent 111 t op of fir st 'S' ( in m idd le 
po rtion ). 

and , 111 blu e on ye ll ow also, top lef t 
o rn am ent end s in r a th e r longe r po int 
th a n no r ma l. Al so 

( i) Th ree nicks on circle edge unde r 'N' 
of 'S HILL I NGS' and anoth e r un de r 
'F'; 

( ii) den t in b lue line over 'T '; 

( iii ) fi ne 'c ut ' fl aw in edge of inn er circle, 
a long S. W . edge of neck , ove r 'S'. 

( i ) Outline of Crown m a rked ly b roken 
at lower r igh t ; 

( ii ) left limb of 'V' shorte r a t left th an 
right ; 

( iii ) base o f fi r st 'S' r a ther fl a t. 

l\o ted as (iii) 111 ' P . J . 
G. B.' a rticle. 

Exami ned I 3 cop ies m blu f!· 
and red . 

Noted as ( iv) 111 'P. J. 
G. B.' ar t icle . 

Exami ned 6 copies 111 b lue 
on ye llow, 15 111 blue and 
red . 

Noted as ( v ) 111 ' P. J. 
G . B .' a rt icle. 

Exam in ed one copy In blue 
on ye ll ow, 9 111 bl ue and 
red. 

l\o ted as ( i ) 111 ' P. J. G. 
B.' ar t icle . 

( I s also on r ight of sheet 
in blue on ye llow prin ti ng} 

Exami ned 2 copies on blue 
on ye llow, l l 111 blue and 
red . Seen w ith 'r ight l ine' 
\\'mk. 111 1868 and 1877 
pri ntin gs and f ull right 
m a rg in in 1868 p r int ing, al­
so two copies showing, m 

righ t ma rg in , por t ion of the 
two colo r ed reg!stra tion 

m a rks a t midd le r ight. 
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VICTORIA'S 5 / " L AU REAT ED" 
Sheet 
Trpe Pas . 

+ * 16 BLUE: 

RED: 

1 7 BLUE: 

RED: 

18 BLUE: 

*19 BLUE: 

R E D : 

+ * 20 BLUE: 

RED: 

Flaws Comments 

( i ) A colo r pa~ch on the \\·hi te of the l\ ot noted in 'P. J. G. B. · 
middle of th e base of th e loop oppo- a rticle. 
si te th e base of th e 'V' of 'F IVE'. 

l'\ othin g to note. Examined 3 copies 111 blue 
on yellow, I I 111 red and 
blue. Seen with 'left pane ' 
\\·mk. 111 1868 and 1879 
printings. 

( i ) Break in middle of base of ornament Noted as (ii) 111 'P. J. 
at middl e base; G. B.' article. 

(ii) Break 111 circle edge to N. W . of 
firs t break, und er 'H '. 

( i ) l\ othing to note. 

( i) Brea k across middle of base of Jrna­
ment at middle base. Th e break 111 
17 1s more or less a clean vertical 
break wh ereas this is a d iagonal slice 
into the lower edge. 

( ii ) A sm a ll nick in the circle edge oppo­
site and just above the 'F' of 'F IVE'. 

Exa mined 11 copies 111 blue 
and red. 

l\ oted as ( iii ) 111 'P. J. 
G. B .' ar ticle. 

Examined 15 copies 111 blue 
and red . 

( i) Brea k in top lef t o f outer righ t scroll l\oted as ( i ) 111 'P. J . 
over 'A '. G. B.' a rticle. 

( i ) Top of first 'S' flattened a t left; 

( ii) L o\\·er half of right outline of Cro\\· n 
1s m1ss111g ; 

( iii ) Seco nd 'S' has fl a ttened L1Jse. 

(i) A sma ll \\·h ite spo t to the imm ed iate 
right of the base of th e right of the 
two ribbo ns behi nd th e neck ; 

( ii ) A nick and dot ( mottling) in circle 
edge under first 'L'. In th e last 
pr inting the a rea under th e ' IL' is 
badly Aa\\·ed. 

( i ) A slop ing 'F' in 'F IVE'; 

( ii ) In the las/ printing onl y, a 'ho llO\\·ed' 
area in the top right of th e Crown. 

Examin ed 2 cop ies 111 blue 
on ye llow, 11 in blue and 
red. 

l\oted as ( iv) in 'P. J. 
G. B.' article. 

Examined 3 r: opies in blue 
on yel low, 17 in red and 
blu e. 

Seen \\·ith ' right line' wmk. 
in 1868, 1877, 1879 and 
1880 pri nt ings. 

1Vot e : The ,·ariety de scribed unde r ( v ) in the 11 P. J. G. B." article wa s a faulty description. 
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VICTORIA ' S S f " LA U REATED " 
Sh ee t 
Typ e P os . 

s 21 BLUE: 

RED: 

* 22 BLUE : 

RED: 

*23 BLUE: 

RED: 

BLUE: 

Flaws Comm ents 

(i) A wavy scr a tch flaw insid e blue circle, No ted as (ii) in 'P. J. G. 
running from 111 front of 'F' of B.' article 
'FIVE' downwards to right 111 front 
of chin; 

( ii ) J\icks 111 circle edge under 'E ' and Examined 13 copies 111 blue 
( not so prominent) under 'FI', just and r ed. 
below center. 

Nothing to note. Seen cop ies with 'base line ' 
and 'PO' wmk in 1868 and 
1879 printings, also 'corner 
lin es ' (L) and 'left line' 
\\·mks 111 I 868 and 1877 
printings. 

( i) A di agonal white sc ratch runnin g Not noted 111 'P. J. G. B.' 
from the base of the ear do\\·n to th e ar ticl e. 
right ac ross the junction of th e face 
and neck ; 

(ii) A brea k 111 thin blue line ove r 'O '; Examined 3 copies 111 blue 
on yellow, 18 111 red and 
blue. 

( iii) In las t printing shows wh at may be 
a small rep ai r to th e outer ornaments 
belo\\" 'LI ', viz: a slight di stortion in 
circle edge under seco nd 'L'. 

Right sid e o f Cr0\n1 1s 'shaved' all 
th e w ay down, presenting a straight 
and not a rou nd ed appearance. 

( i) Base of la rge lea f und e r second 'L' is 
di storted, being twi sted up\\·ards to 
fo rm more o r less of a right angle 
,,·ith th e res t of th e lea f. 

In th e 1868 and 1869 printings ther e 
is 110 littl e diagonal 'spike' between top 
centr al o rn ament of Crown and its 
lef t portion as 1s seen on th e other 
fou r Type s's . In later printings 
thi s spike ge ne r ally fai ls to appea r on 
any T ype S item. 

A ha rd item to dist in gu ish and best 
lef t unt il th e othe r fou r T ype s's a re 
isolated . 

( i) In clea rly printed examples, particu­
la rly of th e 1868 and 1877 printings, 
show s mottling in th e so lid color over 

Seen ( with bi-colo rs) \\"ith 
ma rgin al wmks. 'OS', also· 
'V' and 'VI' respectively. 

Noted as ( i ) 111 ' P . J. G. 
B.' a rticle. 

Examined I copy in blue on 
yellow, 15 copies 111 bl ue 
and red . 
Seen ( in bi-colo rs) with 
ma rginal \\·mks. 'ST' and 
'STA' respectively. 

J\ ot noted 111 'P. J. G. B. 
a rticle. 

Exami ned 2 copies 111 blue 
on yellow, r+ 111 blue and 
red. 
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V1cToR1A's 5 / " LA URE ATED " 
Sheet 
T ype Pos. Flaws Comments 

the head under 'T', this being, how­
eve r , usually obscured in th e other 
printings-also often two w hite dots 
( instead of one) to left of 'F'; 

(ii) Small nick in circle edge under ' IL' 
or 'L ' (as the case may be) . 

Seen (in bi-color) w ith 
marginal wmks. 'TAG' and 
'VIC' respectively . 

(iii) In last printing only, shows orn aments 
at top lef t badly fl awed. 

R ED : In 1879 and r 880 printings shows a 
hollowed base t o 'V' of 'FIVE'. 

25 BL UE: ( i) In th e r 868-9 printing th ere is a 
mottlin g ( usually appea rs as a white 
do t ) in co lor und er first 'L '. 

Noted as (iii) m 'P . J. 
G. B.' a rticle. 

( ii ) A nick in th e edge of th e co lor und er Exami ned 13 copies 111 blue 
th e 'LI' or ' I ' of 'S HILLI NGS'. and red. 

RED: 'Cu t' fl aw (white) in th e top right 
portion of th e first 'S'. 

Seen with right line wmk. 
in 1868 and 1877 pr intings 
and with wmk. ' IA' sid e­
ways in 1880 printing. 
The 5/- Value, 1867-1881. 
General Considerations 

( a ) Its genesis. 

An issue of this value had , as R und ell 
points ou t ("Aus tr ali an Stamp J ou rnal " for 
Feb ru a ry, 1937 , a t p. 21 et seq.) evidently 
been contempl ated as early as 1858 for we 
find the "Inspector of Postage Stamps" (there 
\\·e re then no oth er stamps-] Rf!f/P) advis­
ing the Secre ta ry to the Post Office (in th e 
co urse of a letter mainly on another suhj ect) 
as fo llows:-

"R especting th e cost of the proposed new 
five shill ing stamp I shall be in a position 
to give positive informa tion within a week" . 

No oth er developments are recorded unti l 
::\I ay - , 1859, whe n \\·e fi nd a requisition sent 
to T. H. Saunders, London , fo r postage s t ~ mp 

paper incl uding "3000 shee ts (120 water­
marks each) to be wate rm arked FIVE 
SHILLINGS". This paper was rece ived in 
:vlelbourne in Jun e, 1860. 

It was employed-all of it-for an "emer­
gency" pri nt ing of 360,000 ( made and first 
THE CO LLECTORS CLUB PHILAT EL IST , VOL. XXX IV, 
issued 111 September 1862) 4d . " Beaded 
Ovals", this having become necessary as a 
result of th e exhaustion of th e "FOUR 
P E TCE" paper, and the non-a rriva l of th e 
new "+" pape r ord ered from D e La Rue 's. 
I ts use und er these ci rcu mstances, over two 
years after its receipt in Melbourne, indi­
ca tes that th e Authorities had she lv~d any 
ideas of a 5/- stamp, although neither Mr. 
Rund ell nor th e w riter have been able to 
fi nd any reference to thi s. 

The id ea itself w as revived early in 1867, 
and in th e Post Office R eport for 1866 (dated 
16.+.67) it was stated:-

"Arrangements have bee n made for shortly 
bringing into use a 5/ - postage stamp, 
w hich is much required fo r heavy corre­
spond ence by th e English mail" . 

Incidentally, much of th e he avy correspond ­
ence, refer red to comprised bundles of news­
papers, and th e writer has a number of th e 
blue and red stamps so used on pieces of 
ne \vspaper. 

In the R eport fo r th e next year it was 
stated:-
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V I CTOR I A'S 5 / " L AUREAT E D " 
sf blue and red (first plates) 18Gs -1880 

Com-parison with II Blue on Hellow sheet 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Tue dots indicate those rtems found also in the 
blue-on-yellows. These prove that pri~ to the printing 
of April 1868 (first bi-colour) a cutting-up jnto singles 
of the'verhcal s' eledrotypes used for the February 
rsGs printing must have taken place 1since it is 
obvious from the above diagram tnat all the 
'secondary'varieties found in any single vertical 
row of s do not coincide tn the two printings. 
"A new pos tage st amp of th e valu e of 
5/- has been made and iss ued. It is print­
ed on a deep canary colored paper with blue 
ink ( it was also--JR WP- printed on a 
pale can ary colo red pape r) , the ori gin al di e 
havi ng been cut under contrac t in th e 
Colony and th e elect ro type produced th e re­
from in the General Post Office un der th e 
direct io n of th e Prin ter of Postage 
Stamps." 

Frederick Grosse (w ho w as also responsi­
ble for th e 'Beaded Oval' and oth er " Lau re­
ated" dies) eng raved th e steel d ie, at a cos t 
of £ 15.0.0, the die bein g delive red to the 
Stores Branch of th e P ost Office on 6.5.67. 
308 T H E COL
Die Proofs. 

The d ies of all th e st amps which were en­
g raved by Frederick Grosse, viz . th e 3d, +cl 
and 6d " Beaded O vals", th e fr ame die fo r 
th e 6d. bl ack of 1862-65 , and th e rd , 2d, 3d, 
+cl , 6d, Sci , 1od, 1/ - and 5/ - " L aureates" I 
have on ly been able to acquire three examples 
of d ie pr oo fs , all of which I shoul d im agine 
emanated from th e E ng rave r o r his fa mily 
and u ot from official so urces . In fact th ey 
a re the only such Grosse di e proo fs I have 
had co me to my not ice . One is of th e +cl 
va lue and th e oth er t\\·o of th e 5/ - value . A ll 
a r e in black, on a fi ne qu ality (se mi -pelu re) 
rice paper. U nd er th e g lass de monstr at e th e 
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VICTORIA ' S 5/ "LAUREATED" 
5/-- hlue and red. (first plate) 1sGs - 1sso 

Diagram of the reconstructed sheet 
of 2s, showing the items described 

in the plafin9 ana l~sis. 

I I 
(I ) ( 2) 

2 2 
(G) (7) 

3 3 
(II ) (12) 

4 4 
(16) (17) 

5 5 
(21 )· (22) 

I I I 
(3) (4) (5) 

2 2 2 
(8) (9) (10) 

3 3 3 
(13) (14) (15) 

4 4 4 
(18) . (19) (20) 

5 5 5 
(23) (24) (25) 
not inconsiderable abi lity of this eng raver, 
who also did beautiful work on wood, many 
examples of which-main ly scenic illustra­
tions-I also possess . 

The +d and one of th e 5/- exampl es ca me 
from a "stuck-down " collection , made in th e 
later 187o's, purchased here some twenty 
yea rs ago, whi le the oth er turned up in a 
mixed lot acquired later in London . 

It ,,·ould seem that oth er Grosse proofs 
should tu rn up and th at die-proofs of all hi s 
stamp ,,·ork were to be found many yea rs ago 
in co llector's hands. If such do sti ll ex ist I 
,,·ou ld be most interested to he a r of them. 

The same applies to contempo rary plate 
pr oofs of any value. No ne of th ese, excep t 
fo r some colo r-tri als of th e 3d value in th e 
Roya l Coll ec tion, have likewise ever been 
seen by me. 

Grosse seems to have given up hi s engrav­
ing bet\\·een 1867 and 1870, and th en became 
a wi ne growe r, dying in 189+. Th e en­
graver succeed ing him was Willi am Bell , 
whose firs t work dates from 1870, wh en he 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST. \ "OL. XXX IV, 
engraved th e dies fo r the " Stamp Statute" 
se n es. 

When th e fir st r equisition for paper water­
ma rked V ove r Crown was forwarded to 
London in 1866 two types of yellow pape r, re­
ferred to as "pale canary" and "deep canary" 
respectively , w ere o rd ered . Refe rences in the 
Archives indicate th at th ere w as not a g reat 
deal of difference between th e two varieties. 
The w riter's examin ation of va rious Victor­
ian st amps printed on th e ea rly ye llow papers 
bears th is out. 

Furth er, in ce rtain conditions of exposu re, 
both var ieti es of paper showed a tendency to 
fade. Stamps from both th e first and sec­
ond printings may be met apparently printed 
on a " near white" pape r , ce rtainly th e re­
sult of a "fade". My belief, on th e material 
avail able, is th at th e first pr in ting ,,·as made 
on the "deep canary", and the second on th e 
" pale canary" pape r. It may w ell have been 
th at wh en th e t\\"O va rieties ,,·e re, on a rrival , 
found to be so alike, th ey were stacked to­
ge th er and used indisc rimin ately. 
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VICTOR IA ' S 5 / ' 'LAUREATED" 
Stamps from the firs t printing may be dis­
tinguished from those of the second by the 
fo llowing tests:-

( i) They are almost invariably more 
heavi ly inked and less clearly printed th an 
the st amps of th e second printing. This is 
due, as we h ave seen, to the smaller print­
ing surface, one vertical row of 5 electros 
being used as compared with the form of 25 
electros ( 5 x 5) employed for the second 
printing. 

(i i) They compri se only types "A " to " E" 
inclusive, wh ereas a second printing st amp 
must show one of Types l to 5 (see Ill us­
tration). 

( iii) Both. norm al and revers ed water­
m arks, in th e proportion of about 3 : l , a re 
fou nd in th e first printing (see previous di s­
cussion). Only one other case in the 1869-
80 printings-a single st amp of the 1869 
pri nting- h as been met to date showing the 
waterma rk reversed. 

(iv) Stamps of the fir st printing a re almost 
always w ider (from perforation to perfora­
tion) th an th ose of the second printing. This 
is due to the fact th a t owing to the necessity 
fo r printing the sheet of 25 in five separate 
opera tions the vertical rows were almost in­
variably more wide ly spaced th an th ey were 
in the later fo rm of 25. 

(v) In th e first printing examples of "A" 
( top ) and "E" (bottom) may be met show­
ing marginal lett ers waterma rk, indicating 
the necessi ty for using the w hole of th e sheet 
of post age st amp paper supplied to print 
upon. In the second (and commoner ) print­
ing I have not fou nd one example showing a 
" marginal letters" watermark, and only one 
showing a top or bottom (i n this case a top) 
" line" watermark. This indicates ei ther that 
th e forme of 25 used for th at printing was 
app reciably shorter than the vertical row of 
5 used fo r the firs t printing, or th a t before 
cutting up the complete sheets in to qu a rters 
prior to printing, the outer top and bottom 
margi ns were cut off presumably to elimi­
nate the shee t numbers, though leaving little 
to spare as fa r as cover age of the form was 
conce rned. I incline to th e latter alternative, 
since one again meets with these 'marginal 
letters' wate rm a rks throughout the bi-colored 
printings of 1868-80. 
-~ J ·; '!'H e CO
Both printings a re to be found mint or un­
used so th at examples of each no doubt went 
to dealers overseas. 

The gre at majority of used copies, of 
both. printings, th at I have or have seen, bear 
th e l\!Ielbou rne "dupl ex" cancell ation-"VIC­
TORIA' ' in bars (a t left) alongside a circle 
conta ining th e usual name and date. The 
only exceptions a re fou r examples showing a 
circular killer postm a rk used at Melbourne, 
showing the fi gure " 1" superimposed over a 
number of bars close toge ther. 

(b) Second Printing: 2000 

This st amp was delivered into stock on 
February +, 1868. It ca n be distinguished 
from th e first printing by the means se t ou t 
und er (a) above. The ea rliest date seen is 
31.3 .68. 

( b ) The various printings and their character­
istics. 

A: The 5 / - Blue-on-Yellow. 

(a) First printing : I200 " 1200" . 

According to a note in th e " P os tage Stamp 
Led ge r" this st amp was first issued on 
26.12.67, two days af te r the date it was first 
delivered into stock. 

B. The Bi-Colored Printings: 

I. On unsurfaced paper. 

( i) Th e 1868 Printing : 5,000 

The first printi ng of th ese was in April , 
I 868, of 5,000 only, printed on white V and 
Crown paper which mu st have be longed to 
th e first consignment. The stamps were de­
livered in to stock on April 7, I 868, but do 
not appear to have been issued to the public 
until several months later , in Octob er, 1868, 
acco rding to the P ost Office Report fo r th at 
yea r. 

The P ost Office R epo rt for 1869 gave th e 
date of issu e of th e "ca rmine and blue" 
st amps as "October las t" (i.e. I 868) and 
there is a note by th e Printer that th ey we re 
first issued 8.10.68. This was almost cer­
tainly th e date of th eir general iss ue. Run­
dell , however (p. +o of the March 1937 
number of the "Austr ali an Stamp J ourn al") 
showed that some mu st have been released 
so me three months be fo re. H e wrote :-
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VI CTO RI A 'S 5/ " LA U R EA T E D " 
" I fi nd th at the Secretary, G. P. 0. Lon­
don , applied for certain stamps and was 
in fo rmed on th e 18th M ay, 1868 that in 
addition to th e six 5/- st amps asked for , 
six a t the same price of a new iss ue printed 
in two colo rs were forwa rded. On the 
sa me date thirteen stamps of th e new issue 
we re also fo rwarded to two st amp dealers 
on th e oth er side of th e wo rld, (p resum­
ably one of th ese was Moens-J RW P ) ." 

This ea rlier distribution ( if not issue) of the 
bi-co lo red st amps is confirmed by th eir chron­
icl ing, in English publications, some two and 
one-half month s before O ctober , 1868. Run­
dell quotes th ese so urces (and I h ave checked 
th em ) as foll ows :-

"The 'Phil atelist ' of 1st August , 1868, 
st ated 'we have j ust rece ived a new and 
greatly improved ed ition of th e five shill ­
ing st amp of V icto ri a'. 

The type is precisely that of the former 
iss ue, blue on pale yellow paper, but a vari­
a tion of colo ring has mate ri ally tend ed to 
ameliorate its appea rance. It is pe rfor ated 
and waterm arked w ith the V and Crown as 
befo re, and th e paper is of th e same tex­
ture, but white. 

The major portion of th e impression re­
mains blue, w hile th e crown and inscrip­
t ion, Victo ri a, fi ve shillings, a re ve rmilion. 

F urth er, the 'Stamp Coll ecto rs Magazine' 
on th e 1st September, 1868, w rites, 'The 
recently emitted fi ve shillings has already 
changed its coat , and now, instead of being 
attired in blue and yellow, comes to us ga ily 
ma rked in blue and w hite, wi th its crown 
and insc ription printed in red , so th at M . 
!VI oens r emarks, ' it now presents the n a­
tional colo rs-red, white and blue' ." 

M r. Y ardley gives th e da te September , 
1868, and my own ea rl ies t da ted copy is dated 
l\ Iarch, 1869. The 8.10.68 da te g iven above, 
is, howeve r, probably co rrect. 

This small printing is easy to distinguish, 
bei ng in a marked indigo and ca rmin e, the 
fi rst color being quite di stinct f rom th e shades 
of any of th e la ter printings. It should be 
looked fo r ca refully as it certa inly merits 
separate cat alogue rank. The wa termark ts 
upright, and th e perforation 12;y,( . 
TH E COLL ECTORS CLUB P HILATELIST , VO L. XXX IV,
( ii ) Th e r869 P rinting: 45,000 

This was in blue and ca rm ine, wa termark 
upright, and per f. 12 :y,( as befo re. D elive r ies 
into stock de tails of which have already been 
given we re as fo llows : 

30+ 69 ---------------------------
3 to 8.5 .69 ----------------------

6,250 
38,750 

45,000 

This was, except for th e I 881 printing, by 
fa r th e la rges t printing made of this v alue. 
It las ted fo r eight year s, until 1877, w hen 
th e third bi-colored printing w as made. 

It is inte resting as we have seen, to note 
f rom th e "Manu fac ture Book" th a t for both 
th e 1868 and 1869 printings, the blue portions 
were printed a t diff eren t times from the red. 
Fo r in st ance, in the 1869 printing th e blue 
po rtion was printed on th e 19th and 22nd of 
April , and th e red betwee n April 23rd and 
28th. In this case th e red (where th e r eg­
ister is not exact ) w as printed over th e blue. 

Fo r all later printings, as we also lea rn 
from th e "Manu facture Book," " th e two 
fo rms of im pe rfect dies we re on the press 
at th e same time". This must mean th at 
while one lot of shee ts we re being fed und er 
th e "red" plat e on th e same press, anoth er 
lot we re fed und er th e " blue" . Those opera­
tions completed , th e pos itions of th e sheets. 
we re r eversed, and so on. This method, of 
course, meant a conside rable saving in time 
as compa red w ith th a t fo llowed in th e 1868-
69 printings and almost ce rta inly fo llowed on 
th e introducti on of a new " Imperial" "double­
pla ten" printing press. The blue shad e of 
this second pr inting is r eadily distinguished 
f rom th e " indigo" of th e fir st, w hich is both 
deeper and brighter. I have a copy with 
wat erm ark reversed. 

Th e use of th e new press meant, in th ese 
later printings, th a t, where th e r egister was 
not exact , so% of the st amp s showed the red 
portion printed over th e blue (as in th e 
I 868 and I 869 printings) but th e oth er 50 % 
showed th e blue portion printed over th e red. 

11. Printin gs on Surfaced or Cla:z:ed Pape r. * 

All print ings f r om 1877 onwa rds are on th e 
"glaz ed" variety, and this affo rds the col-

*A ll printings prior to that of 1877 are on the 
unsurfac ed paper-see my notes on thi s subject pub­
li shed in 1929 in the " P .J .G.B ." 
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VICTORIA'S 5/ " LAUREATED" 

I. 
AUSTRIA AND LOM BARDY- VfN ETIA 

(From Page 288) 

answe r has been given to this question. This 
rem ains the great question mark cc ncerning 
the 9kr and +sc, Type I. The so lution of 
this problem, if it ever will be found, may 
place our knowl edge of these two stamps on 
a completely ne\\· bas is and may enable us to 
unravel all other problems still connected with 
their manufacture. 

>,:: * * 
We are at th e end of our investigation of 

the 9kr and 45c, Type I. W e beFeve th a t 
we have g iven a clear picture of the prob­
lems typog raphed stamps can pose, ,,·hich a re 
lector another easy means of distinguishing 
between the printings of 1868-69 and those of 
1877-1880. 

(i) Th e 1877 Printing: 6,ooo 

Pale bright blue and carmine red, dis­
tinctive shades: lf/ atermark V over Crown 
upright, perf. r2 ;y,\ single- lin e. 6,ooo only of 
this stamp were printed, so it is a desirable 
item. The delivery into stock took place on 
May 3, 1877, and the stamps were probably 
issued in June or July of that year. Mr. 
Yardley gives the date July 27 , 1877, but 
gives no indication of his authority. My 
earliest dated copy bears date 24.7.77. 

(ii) Tir e r878-79 Printings: II,975 

Grey-blue and carmine: Watermark up­
right: Per/. r2 ;y,\ single-line. Here I group 
two printings together because there is little 
difference between th em, although the 1879 
printing was somewhat deeper in shade than 
the I 878. 

The 1887 printing was of 6,ooo stamps ( de-
SCHEDULED MEETINGS 

De ce mber, 19 5 5 ; January and 

Fe brua ry, 1956 
December 7 th 

"Co:or in Phi lately" by Col. John Rider. 

December 21 st 
" Ph ilately Behind the Iron Curtain" by 
Robert L. Graham , Jr . 

3 12 THE COLL
livered into stock 8.+.78) and th at of 1879 of 
5,97 5 stamps (delivered into stock 17 .3. 79) 
(one sheet being destroyed). The earliest 
dated copy I have bears date 7th August, 
1878. I have four copies with watermark 
inverted three dated I 1/ 6/80, -/6/80 and 
9/7 / 80 respectively. 

Although somewhat similar in shade the 
1879 printing may be distinguished (from 
the I 878) by its perforation, which shows 
sharper teeth and la rger holes, the result of 
repairs made to all the single-line machines 
about this time. 

(iii) Tir e r88o Printings: 6,ooo 

D eep lavenrfrr-blue: Watermark sideways: 
P erf. r2y,i si11gle-li11 e (s harper teet h). This 
is th e only printing of this design, before 1900, 
with watermark sideways. It was delivered 
into stock on April 13, 1880, and was prob­
ably iss ued in May or June of that year. 
My earliest dated copy is postmarked 4th 
June, r88o, and five others are dated between 
December r 880 and June 188 r. 
END OF PART 
even more difficult to solve th an those con­
fronting the student of lithographed or en­
graved st amps. Compa red with these two 
other printing processes the study of typo­
graphed stamps has been greatly neglected. 
Thus th e re a re many virgin field s awaiting 
the phil atelic student. May the discussion of 
the difficult probl ems aired in thi s article be 
an encouragement to other philatelic students, 
whose \\·o rk in similar fie lds has been beset 
\\·ith challenges and unanswered questions. 
On ce in a while the student working in such 
a d iffi cu lt fie ld makes a find which opens en­
tirely new perspectives and provides an 
ans\nr to question s. fo r which th e re pre­
viously seemed to be no ans\\·e r. 
January 4 th 

The Collec tors Club collection of " Bo livia". 
Meeting wi!I be conducted by Louis Stich . 

January 18 th 

Co mpetitive Di splay of Research on one 
stamp or one issue by Members. 

February 1st 

United States 2c 1883 by Edward L. Willard 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
Th e Foundations of Philately by Winthrop S. 
Boggs, (F. R. P . S. L. ), w ith an introduction 
by Lieut. G en. C orneliu s W. Wicke rsh am, 
( F . R. P. S. L.) , published in coll abora tion 
with th e Philatelic Found ation. D . Van 
Nostr and Co., Prince ton - New Y ork -
London. c. 1955, X I , 196p. $s .oo. 

In th e wo rds of th e au thor himself " this 
book is intended as a guide fo r the individu al 
collecto r seeking a sound basis of phil atelic 
knowledge and practice." The objective was 
to prov ide "a bas ic, definitive wo rk ... th at 
would prove valu able to th e study and conduct 
of st amp collecting." O f thi s wo rthy goal we 
can say wi th th e Air Co rps' tr ad ition al emp­
phasis of und erst atement : "M ission accom­
plished." T he publi shed volume in h and is 
one of D . Van Nostr and's fi rst Princeton im­
prints and th ird in th is publisher 's w elcome 
new se ri es* of phil atelic volumes. General 
Wickersham in his g race ful int roduction call s 
the volume "authoritative." Such is the rec­
ognized charac te ri stic of all this author 's 
wntmgs. In thi s jou rn al to de t ail his biog ra­
phy and achi evements, his qu ali fica tions fo r 
writing this wo rk, wo uld be as inapp rop ri ate 
as it is unn ecessary. 

The volume is div id ed into three major 
parts : I: H is to rical ; II: P rac tical; III: 
Techn ical. There a re th irteen chapte rs; an 
unusually good index; twenty-four pla tes of 
photographic r eproductions well chosen and 
extremely well reproduced ; plus twenty-one 
di agrams and drawings, and a doubl e-page 
insert reproducing ac tu al st amp cat alogue 
pages w ith full explanations o r a rrange ment, 
term inology and abb reviat ions. Each chap­
te r has fro m two to six well selected sug­
gestions fo r furth er r eading. 

The seve ral· chapters in " P a rt One" a re 
conce rned w ith st amp coll ecting, its o rig in 
and development, the development of pos t al 
se rv ice)~- general, with separate chapter s on 

* '.l"hi' tither t wo are E ugene V . Connett' s "Adven· 
tµ res !n Cover Coll ect ing," ( 72p. 1955 ) and H ar· 
risorr b; S. H averbeck's 1 1 Commemorative Stam ps of 
t h'e Briti sh Co mmonweal th ." ( 239p. 1955 ) . 
"T H E cdtLECTORS CLU B P H ILAT ELIST, VOL. XXX IV, 
both the British and the American post al 
systems. The " refo rm" of th e post and the 
"invention" and adoption of th e adhesive post­
age stamp each receive special treatment. This 
all makes interes ting reading. 

" P a rt T wo" h as fou r " prac tical" chap ters 
d iscuss ing in turn ways and me ans of col­
lec ting, building a coll ection , phil atelic liter a­
ture and th e ca re of a st amp collection. 

" P a rt Three" devotes some fo rty pages to 
describing how st amps a re made. The seve ral 
processes a re gone into in much technical de­
t a il and num erous cl a rifying photogr aphs and 
di agrams a re offered. Nex t, paper, water­
ma rks, se paration ( perforations, etc.) gum , 
overprints and surcha rges, and sundry var ie­
ties of spurious st amps a re bri efly conside red. 
There is a fi nal d istinctly info rm ative chap­
ter on post al ma rkings. 

The volume is a imed at th e adult, and 
whether th e reader be beginner or advanced 
stud ent he w ill benefi t , fro m studying thi s 
volume. No other volume w ithin th e re­
viewer 's kn owledge has th e exact scope, a r­
r angement, and cla rity of thi s one. N eces­
sarily it wi ll meet collectors' needs in varying 
deg rees. In his preface th e auth or him self 
recognizes this and states: "The mate rial has 
been ca refully chosen, but I cannot hope th at 
everyone w ill be entirely sat isfied w ith my se­
lection o r th at oth er queries will not come to 
mind. " In this connection th e foll owing com­
ments and queri es a re offe red. When you 
realize th e vas t ex tent and importance of th e 
field of phil atelic literature should a short 
chapter of only t en and one-half pages on 
th e subj ect devote eight of th ose pages to dis­
cussing st amp catalogues and th eir te rminolo­
gy and arr angement? Why not at leas t a 
chapter to Phil atelic Literature per se and. 
one on cat alogues as such ? The present 
w riter w ould also have en joyed seeing in this 
volume more biographical material on many· 
of the phil atelic "greats," especially those of 
ph ilat ely's fi rst fi fty yea rs; a little mo re on1 
th e oth er leading associa tions of st ai.mf), ~ol­

lec tor s, at leas t a brief sepa rate clta-prer om 
revenues and more on the r apidly,t developing: 
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field of topical collecting or phil ate lic ico­
nography. In spi te of occasional footnotes 
and " sugges ted readings" at the end s of chap­
te rs, a well selected bibliography would h ave 
added much to th e volume's usefuln ess for 
many re ade rs. 

A s thi s reviewer believes th at th e reader 
of a review (as well as th e au th or reviewed) 
has a right to information conce rning the 
reviewer himself , he feels obliged to report 
(or confess) th at , judged by defi nitions in 
this ve ry volume, he himself has become ove r 
the past fifty years a co mposi te of promiscu­
ous " hoa rd er" , ami able "st amp coll ecto r ," 
limited "specialist ," and expert " phil a telist " 
not a t all! He has, howeve r , with profit , 
taken both the elementary and advanced 
courses of lectures given by the author of 
thi s book which lectures, revised , form the 
basis of the t ex t. 

In general the volume is well designed , 
attrac tive and well bound . The paper is of 
good quality and the type easy to read. When 
a second edit ion is pl anned , however , there 
;i re several minor editorial improvements th a t 
should be considered . Also, more ca reful 
.ed iting could have prevented the g ramm atical 
.Crrors th at were not ca ught in proofreading, 
-and th e two or three inst ances of th e actu al 
-misuse of wo rds. 

In summ ary and conclu sion it can appro­
·priately be emphasized th at this authorita­
·. tive handbook-tex tbook ( not "complete En­
<cyclopedia" as th e jacket claims) is wor thy 
of a prominent and permanent place on th e 
shelves of a ll public, institutional , club and 
private libraries numbering among th eir pa­
trons any present o r potential st amp collecto rs 
or qualified philateli sts. May we have more 
-simil a rly notewo rthy volumes fro m this same 
authoritative source. (J o!tn B. Kaiser t ). 

No rway, 4 Skilling r855. Compiled by the 
'1ate J. Jellest ad by R . Kin g-Fa rlow, F. R. 
~P. S. L. I ssued for th e celebration of the 
•CentenaTy by No rsk Filatelistforbund, O slo 
·1955. '20 pages, plus 12 pages of illustrations 
:and ·a color plate. 5000 numbered copies. 
iPrice not stated. 

t John Boynton K aiser is one of the foremost librari­
ans in the Un ited States, being Director of the Public 
Library of Newark, N ew Jersey. (Editor } . 
THE COL
Beautifully printed on special paper, this 
h andsome monograph is a fi tting souvenir of 
the first stamp of No rway, and was issued 
for sale at NORWEX Oslo 1955, th e Cen­
tenary Exhibition held in Oslo from June 4 
to I 2, 1955 . 

The or iginal resea rch on which th e work is 
based was undertaken back in th e 192o's ,. 
w hen a group headed by Abraham Odfjell of 
Bergen, No rway, and including J. J e lles tad , 
in addi tion to several other specialists, pooled 
th eir resources and completed th e plating of 
the st amp. The results were first published 
in Nordisk Filat elistisk Tirlssk rift in 1930, 
but a few mon th s later were also published in 
the COLLECTORS CLUB PHI LATELIST, due tff 
the fac t th a t th e editor of the COLLECTORS 
CLUB PHILATEL IST h ad cooperated in the· 
wo rk and h ad supplied the funds for the 
illustrations. 

In the intervening years th e late J ohannes 
J ell es tad had continued to wo rk on an ex­
haustive H andbook of No rw egian Stamps 
(now being r esumed by a committee) . This 
monograph is based mainly on hi s wo rk, al­
thou gh th e editorial committee, consisting of 
Dan Thune-Larsen, chairm an ; Arnste in 
Bernstein ; P er Gellein; J a rle 0. Stensdal; 
and W ilhelm U lleberg; have made seve ral 
rev1swns and have added new inform ation 
that h as developed since Mr. Jellest ad's 
death. 

The monograph briefly and concisely pre­
se nts th e details of th e Preliminary W ork and 
E ssays, th e Contracts for Manu facture and 
P aper Supply, D esign, Original Die, C liches, 
Printing Plate, P ape r , Watermark, Printing 
and Qu ant ity, Gum, Plate Varieties, Multiple 
Pieces, Cove rs, R ep rints and Forgeries, and 
a particularly interesting section on C ancell a­
tions and P ostmarks that li sts all th e known 
Nume ral and Tow n Cancell ations, as well as 
th e Manuscript-Place Names and Nume rals, 
and Steamship and Sundry Markings th at are 
much sought after. 

The Controllers of the paper and., printing 
in their report st ated that · 1069 :ttl'i~tt ts had 
been printed with inve rted watermark , - ~ hich 
represented 10% of the total. -fover-ted 
watermarks a re extremely scarce, S'o -i t · is 
presumed th a t those, which a re avai laBte, ' had 
escaped the notice of the Controller ,- and 
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th at th e quantity th ey h ad discove red h ad 
been destroyed. 

It is the illustrations, however, th at will 
arouse th e greatest enthusiasm from the 
speciali st for it makes th e identification of th e 
varieti es a much simpler matter th an before. 
Instead of presenting large full-size illustra­
tions of each stamp in their regul ar order, 
they have been broken down to show enlarged 
segments of portions of the stamps w ith 
"Plate Varieties Upper Left Corner", "Plate 
Va rieties Upper par t of Stamps", "Pl ate 
Varieties Uppe r Right Corner", "Plate Va­
rieties Right Hand Side", and so on. There­
fore once a va riety is located on the stamp, 
it becomes a simple matter to id entify its posi­
tion on the plate-if it is platable. 

That " if " brings out the fac t th at th e re is 
still much work to be done in identifying and 
locating the flaws that occurred and developed 
during the printing, th ose th at were re­
touched , and those th at were r eplaced. This 
s t ill offers a fasci nating study for the special­
ist. A start toward its solution is made in this 
monogn1ph. 
To top it off, the front ispiece of the mono­

graph is a reprint of the NORWEX souvenir 
sheet which consists of a red background wi th 
gold lettering, and with reprod uctions of 
four of the outstanding va rieties in actual 
colo r, including the " Reprint", "Double 
Foot", "Cracked Pl ate" and " Retouched 
Corner." 

Although the original manuscript for the 
monograph was w ritten in Norwegian, it h as 
been translated into perfec t English by Rol and 
King-Farl ow of London , who has also trans­
la ted "the Stella Danish Catalog" and other 
Scandinavian writings. The interesting fea­
ture of thi s is th a t Mr. King-Fa rlow has 
become a competent translator, although he 
still cann ot speak any of the languages. 

The monograph is , of co urse, essenti al for 
every specialist of Norway stamps, but w ill 
also prove an interesting addi t ion to any 
philatelic library as a demonstration of w hat 
can be accomplished with a single stamp, for 
few stamps have received a more intensive 
study. (H. L. Lindquist) 

Postal History and Postmarks of th e Franco­
Prussian War & After, 1870-7 I. By Wilfred 
THE CO LLECTORS CLU B P HILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV , 
Bentley. Paper, 38 pp . published by the 
author, 95 Albany R oad, Stratford-on-Avon, 
England. 60 cent s post free , on orders from 
th e U nited States. 

Mr. Bentley's brochure, w hich had ap­
pea red as a serial in the magazine "S tamp 
Coll ecting", brings into systematic o rder , to­
gether with mutual interrelations, a large 
number of fac t s which have up to now been 
accessible only in widely sepa rated books, 
art icles or catalogs. Nearly every specific item 
is to be fo und somewhe re in print in Eng­
li sh ; and many of th em are g iven in more 
detai l in Kremer's "F rench Phil atel ic Facts" , 
to which no reference is made in thi s pam­
phlet. Yet th e work th at Mr. Bentley did 
has been of conside r able use. 

In particular, his extension of the postal 
history sto ry of France in th e dark yea rs, to 
cover th e later developments, adds g reatly to 
ou r understanding of the whole sequence of 
events. 

This reviewer did not locate any erroneous 
statements. But he did find numerous points 
at which al most any interested collector may 
well wish th at full lists of the postmarkings 
or th e dispa tches of mail , had been included. 
In short, this littl e book is very ad mir able 
for the purpose of co rrectly o rienting th e col­
lector in starting to cultivate the particular 
field. Eviden tly that was the purpose intend­
ed; evidently the content and wordi ng were 
chosen " ·ith rigid attention to relevance for 
this purpose. Stylistically, Mr. Bentley must 
be applauded , for his book reads smoothly, 
offering no obstacles to anyo ne seeking infor­
mation. (S. G. R.) 

Seychelles, Postage Stamps and Postal His­
tory of, by H. V. Farmer, F. R . P. S. L. , 
published by Robson Lowe Ltd ., 50 Pall 
Mall , London, S. W. I. 132 pages, 24 plates. 
Price $3.75 post free. 

This neat , easy reading book is ye t another 
example of what a se rious student can do w ith 
a small group of stamps from a relatively 
less popular country. In the past 50 yea rs, 
no work of any consequence has been pub­
lished on the Seychelles. This book most ad-
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mirably fills the gap. It adds another name 
to the long list of phil ateli st s w ith the knowl­
edge and ability to put to paper th e results 
of their labors, and thus preserve for the 
future th e knowledge they have so laboriously 
gained. This is th e type of wo rk th at should 
live. 

The coverage of the subj ect is most com­
plete. Sta rting w ith th e early post al his­
tory from December, 186I wh en th e Britanni a 
type stamps of Mauritius were put on sale, 
it follows with th e postal history and the 
study of the st amps, fi r st issued in 1890, down 
to the beginning of the present reign of 
Elizabeth II. The author chronicles 57 dif­
ferent stamps of M auritius, cancelled with 
" B54" , th e Seychelles circular date st amp, 
known to have been used in Seychelles. 

The check li st of the issued stamps also 
includes essays, die and pl ate proofs, color 
t rial proofs, " Specimen" overprints, the is­
sued stamps and , where known, the numbers 
issued. The work is fully documented w ith 
postal notices and r ates quoted. The settings 
of the various provisional surcharges are fully 
described and illustrated, thus providing an 
invaluable record fo r the expertising of these 
difficult items. The m any varieties of th e 
modern engraved and photog ravure issues re­
ceive a similar full treatment. 

The organization of th e posts is given full 
coverage w ith chapters devoted to th e rur al 
posts, maritime m ails, airmails, cancellations 
and postal st ationery. The many illustr ation s 
include three maps, 129 half-tone and line 
cuts. It is interes ting to note th at some of 
the uniqu e pieces contained in th e R oyal Col­
lection are illustrated for th e first time . 

It is seldom th at we pick up a phil atelic 
book th at is fl awless. In thi s case it would be 
carping to mention them, th ey are so small . 
In passing, we suggest to th e publisher th at a 
somewhat large r type face would have been 
more desirable, particul arly in the check li sts. 
But this in no way should be considered as 
de tr acting from th e use fulne ss of the volume. 

W e heartily recommend it as a model for 
futur e labors of this kind. For th e British 
Empire specialist it is extremely valu able, for 
the coll ector of Seychelles it is a necessity. 

(H. D.S. H.) 
TH E COL
Danske Poststempler F or Frimaerk etide n by 
E . R athj e. Published by The Copenhagen 
Philatel ic Club. 1955. 87pp. including Eng­
lish Summ ary at end. Illustr ated. P aper 
cover . Price 12 krs. (Danish) . 

D enm ark is a small country w ith a popul a­
tion not much over four million. Most D anes 
are st amp collectors, and a goodly number of 
them are w ell-in fo rmed phil atelists. Quite a 
few of the latter have w ritten general or 
specialized books or art icles on the st amps 
and postal history of D enm ark, and of its 
colonies past and present. Philatelic resea rch 
in D enm ark has not always been an easy 
matter ; th e P ost Office D epa rtment had con­
sistently refu sed to allow access to its rec­
ords until th at ardent phil atelist, th e late 
King G eo rge Vth of Great Britain, broke 
down the barri ers, while he was th e Prince 
of W ales, by asking fo r permission to examin e 
th e P ost Office a rchives during a trip to D en­
mark . It would hardly have been politic to 
refu se this permission nor was it refu sed. A 
complete turn about resulted, and from th en 
on th e pos tal a rchives have been made access­
ible to all serious students of phil ately. 

With the means of auth entication thu s 
granted, D anish and English w riters have 
produced a surprising number of books and 
catalogs devoted not only to the st amps of 
Denmark but to its postal history as well. 
The barrier of fo reign language has not 
proven fo rmidable , because most of th e books 
have either been issued in English editions or 
summ ari es of the contents in English have 
been included. The most recent of th ese 
works is E. R athj e's monog raph on the ea rly 
postal markings of D enm ark, published by th e 
K obenh avns Phil atelist Klub in a limited 
edition. 

" D anske P oststempler Fo r F rim ae rketiden" 
woul d be t ranslated into E ngli sh by " D anish 
P ostal Markings Befo re the Time of P os tage 
Stamps". While a complete listing of these 
markings is m anifes tly impossible, R ath je's 
book does contain a surprising number of 
th em. H e has gone to great lengths in illu s­
trating th e book. Each of the st ampings or 
marks has been dr awn in pen and ink ; there 
are no indi stinct half-tones of blea ry unde­
cipherable markings . By printing th e illu s­
tr ations on a he avy stock paper w ith light 
buff background not only do they seem to be 
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THE CLUBHOUSE 

(From Page 302.) 

Of the changes, th e first was a constitu­
tional amendment add ing an affirm ation of 
the non-profit nature of the Club and pro­
hibiting any ac tion for th e pecu niary profit of 
any member. This st atement is necessary be­
cause of our r ecently-acquired t ax-exe mpt 
st atu s; th e final clauses deal w ith the manner 
of handling properties in the event of dissolu­
tion of th e C lub, empowering the Governors 
or Truste es to ca rry out arr angements long 
ago accepted by the membership . 

The second change regrouped the non-res i­
dent members, treating th ose in Canada and 
Mexico on th e same basis as those in the 
U nited States. Hitherto Canadian and Mexi-
more clear th an th ey would be on just white 
paper , but th ey also bear a close resemblance 
to ac tu al postmarks as th ey would appear on 
century-old envelopes. A few are printed in 
colors other th an bl ack. All are extremely 
well done. 

Adding to the general excellence of the 
book is a concise sum mary in English. While 
this is short, th e nature of the book is Such 
that a kn owledge of banish is not needed to 
make good use of th e info rm at ion given. The 
illustr ations are th e most necessary part. The 
classifications, da tes and oth er data a re eithe r 
clear wi thou t tr ansl at ion o r are covered in 
the summary. 

Mr. R athje deserves full credit for having 
added a wo rthwhile contribution to th e fast­
g rowing number of wo rks devoted to postal 
his tory, and th e Copenh agen Phil atelic C lub 
is to be co ngratul ated fo r having publ ished it . 
( Paul Carlt on). 

Th e P ostal Hist ory and Postage Sta mps of 
Grenada, by Alfred Charlton, F. R . P. S. L. 
Publi shed by P . L. P emberton and So n, Ltd. , 
Leominster. Price 12/6 net . 

Those of us, w ho a re learned in philatelic 
literature, w ill r emember the splendid se ries 
of phil atelic studies publi shed ove r a period 
of yea r s by Sefi, P emberton and Co. This 
volume co mmences a new se ries of "S tudies in 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, 
Philately". It certainly uphold s the st and ard 
se t by the wo rks of the predecessor firm. 

The book commences wi th the British P os t 
Office and ca rries the post al history through 
to the end of the reign of King George VI. 
The classical stamps a re well covered , w ith 
mention being mad e of most major varieties. 
The section on th e P erkin s Bacon stamps is 
especially good. The di scussion of the pro­
visionals could h ave been more th orough. 
When the auth or approaches the mode rn is­
sues, it is evident that he is a lover of the 
classic st amps, as the mode rn ones a re neg­
lected in comparison. 

After th e passage of forty years, s= nce the 
las t defin itive wo rk on Granada was pub­
lished, it seems to us that this new work 
should have supplied more comprehensive 
cove rage. The illu strations are good. The 
checkl is t is excellent. The by-ways are well 
explored. But ye t there is missing th e final 
touch , th at of the ca ref ul student, documenta­
tion. It may be th at none ex ist s. But it 
see ms to us that th ere mu st be some, if th e 
author had sea rched for it. And in inst ances, 
where the au th or borrowed from previous 
writings, he should have so st ated or indi­
cated . 

This book is a good average work. It 
h as its usefulness for th e student of G renada. 
It ce rtainl y paves the way for a more com­
plet e work. (H. D. S. H .) 
can members had been considered as fo reign. 
No ch ange was made in the limit ation of 
members in each class, but the reword ed sec­
tion r esta ted th ese pre-existing quotas. 

The third change, supplementing this, 
wo rd ed the dues clause of th e by-l aws so th at 
members in Canada and Mex ico pay the 
same amou nt pe r year as non- resident mem­
bers in the U nited States: $7 .50. Hitherto 
th ey had paid the fo reign memb ersh ip , smaller 
dues. 

The fou rth ch ange abolished the apport ion­
ment of $2 .00 per year to th e COLLECTORS CLU B 
PHILATELIST as subsc ripti on, out of th e dues 
paid by each member. The purpose here is 
to allow a large r portion of th e dues income 
to go to th e Phil atelist , if or when needed to 
maintain or improve our journal. 

Stephen G. Rich, Secretary 
NO. VI 317 



THE DR. W. I. MITCHELL COLLECTION OF WORLD POSTAL STATIONERY 
We take pleasure in announcing that we will now offer this outstanding collection, 

in indi vidual country groups by private treaty. The British Colonials, United 

States & P ossessions have already been sold, but the balance of the world is available. 

This collection, 95 % complete by Ascher, plus many unli sted and issues beyond the 

catalogue, is probably one of the fin est coll ections of P ostal Stationery ever assem­

bled. Dr. Mitchell always included sub-varieties, shades, interesting cancellations, 

etc .. to make any one country a specialized collec tion in itself. 

If you are a specialist, this is an opportunity which may not occur again for a 

long time, to add a practically complete specialized collection of stationery from 

yo ur favorite country. 

Inquiries invited from interes ted collectors, and we will give a brief description of 

countries required, with the net price. 

H IGGIN§ & GAGE, Inc. 
23 No. Santa Anita, Pasadena 8, California 
THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF 
GREAT BRITAIN 

PART THREE 

THE EMBOSSED ISSUES: THE SURFACE-PRINTED ISSUES 

OF QUEEN VICTORIA AND KING EDWARD VII 

Being the new edition of the latter half of Seymour's Part Two 

Rewritten and extended from 1865 to 191 0 

by K. M. Beau mont and H. C. V. Adams 

in collaboration with F. C. Holland, W. R. D. Wiggins and H. W . Edd ison 

• 
Price: 21 I - or 3 dollars ( Post Free ) 

Orders with remittances either by personal check or 
International Money Order , includi ng postage, should be sent to 

The Secre ta ry, ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LONDON 
4 1 DEVONSHIRE PLACE, LONDON, W . l , ENGLAND 
v THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, NO. VI 



Stamps ior Sale ~ ? ? 
WE CAN BE OF SERVICE TO YOU ! ! 

For mor e than a quarter of a Cent~ry, COLLECTORS, DEALER S, TRUST COMPANIES 
and EXECUTORS OF ESTATES have consulted us r egarding the con version of Philatelic 
Properties into CASH. 

IF YOU WANT TO SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION . 
we can offer early dates and attractive terms. Expert sup ervision of all m aterial by an 
experienced Philateli c A uctioneer. Liberal advan ces pending sale. Co mprehensive insurance 
and Holmes E lectr ic Protection safeguards your property while in our possession. Our Catalog 
distribution is world·wide. 

OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE . 
.uccessfully places Collections, Stocks a nd Rariti es w h ere this m ethod is p r eferred. 

IMMEDIATE CASH IS WAITING 

= ! 
! 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

for t he ou tright pu r chase of su itable materia l r egardless of amount. I 
Our Advice, Backed by 29 Years Experience in the Stamp Trade , is at Your Disposal I 

Information Ch eerfully Given -
....--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~·~~~ 

IB\VIN DEI1'1AN. INC. 

Serving American Philately Since 1926 

2 WEST 46th STREET NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

Room 'l'OS £ Tel . : J L' !?-!?393 

ii 
:--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~· 
·TH
AT N O EXTRA CO§T 

You Too Can Enjoy World-Famous 

8anabria - 8ervice 

For AIR STAMPS and/or BRITISH EMPIRE ISSUES 

Particulars on request . 

NICOLAS SANA·BRIA CO~~ INC~ 
A. Medawar, Pres. 

521 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
E COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATEL IST, VOL. XXXIV, NO. VI VI 



COVERS OF THE WORLD 
BOLIVIA-1878, the fancy lOc Antofagasta provisional handstam p in b lue on envelope to Valparaiso $ 15.00 

BR. SO LO MON ISLA N DS- Sept. 24, 1906 pre-stamp, n eat black frank , "BRITISH SOLOMON 
ISL ANDS PAID" .............. ........ ............. ............ ....... ......... ................. ....... ................. .... ........ ..... ......... ............. 25.00 

E CUADOR- le rose 1896 , No. 63, on small neat unsealed cover Guayaquil- USA, Jan . 1897 ..... ...... . 

- !Oc 1896 OFFICIAL nicely tied , Quito-San Remo , Italy, official seal on r everse ........ ............. .... .. . 

- 20c Rocafuerte TELEGRAPH with " 1897 1898" overprint used alone tied by oval " BABAHOYO 
FRANCA" to neat REGISTERED cover t o NYC? Aug. 9, 1897. Lovely .. ....... ...... ... .... ....................... . 

- 1909 REGISTERED cover, Guayaquil- USA, unu sual blue oval backstamp, "JOHN SCHATZEN-
BECH ER, NEW YORK- - May 20 North- N. Y. & Canal Zone No. !" ................. ....... ........ .. ....... ...... . 

GREAT BR ITA IN- 2d blue N o. 2. s trip 4 & pair originally joined on small neat fold ed letter 
to USA. Nice red London and NY ship postmarkings tying stamps ...... . ...... ............. . 

GUATEMAL A- No. 22a, 2c INVERTED CENTER, tied to small cover Jalapa- G. C. June 22 , 
1885 .... ............... ............................ . ..... ......... ..................... ......... ....... .... ...... . 

H ONDU RAS- Comayagua straight-line black p lus red "2" on n eat pinkish p re-stamp folded cover 

NI CARAGU A- pre-stamp MASAYA folded cover, boxed MASAYA pm, about 1820 , nice 

- No. 374 strip of 3 tied to neat provisional stpd envelope, Rivas-USA, June 26, 1919 ...... . . 

USA- 3c 1857 grid cancel manuscript pm, lhistolville, Ohio all-ove r PHONOGRAPHY Des ign 

- 3c PINK , No. 64 , horiz. pair, black grid, tied by m s pm " ONEIDA CASTLE NY" scarce item 

- 5c rose ERROR, No. 499h, tied Salem Ore. Sept. 12, 1917 ... ... .. . 

VEN EZ U ELA- Pre-stamp combination with Trinidad No. 7, R io Caribe--La Guayra, N ov. 20, 1854, 

7.50 

15.00 

25.00 

8.50 

100.00 

150.00 

20.00 

40 .00 

10.00 

12.50 

90.00 

52.00 

backstamps of Trinidad & St. Thomas, nice combination 35.00 

Man y other covers in s tock. On hand is a beau t iful co llection of Centra l A merica pre. stamp, 
pr ice $2, 7 50. Deta ils on r equest. 

RICHARD N. CON·E 
606 WEST LIBERTY STREET VERMILION , OHIO, U. S. A. 
Jm eJJLLQ.cm.M. CM OJ.hilo.fgjiM 
These Back Issues are available at the following prices: 

From 1926 to 1930 $2.50 per copy 
From 1931 to 1940 2 .00 per copy 
From 1941 to date 1.25 per copy 

Vol. v ( 1926 ) July, Oct. Vol . xx ( 1941 ) All issues 
Vol . VIII ( 1929 ) Apr., Oct. Vol. XXI ( 1942 ) All issues 
Vol . x ( 1931 ) Jan ., Apr., Oct. Vol . XXll ( 1943 ) Jan. I, II ; Apr. I, 
Vol. XI ( 1932 ) Oct. II : Jly .: Oct. I, II 
Vol . XII ( 1933 ) All issues Vol . XXlll ( 1944 ) Jan. I, II : Jly.; 
Vol. XIII ( 1934 ) Apr., Jly., Oct. Oct. I, II. 
Vol. XIV (1 935 ) All i~sues Vol. XXIV ( 1945 ) All issues 
Vol . xv ( 1936 ) All issues Vol. xxv ( 1946 ) All issues 
Vol . XVI ( 1937 ) All issues Vol. XXVI ( 1947 ) All issues 
Vol. XVll ( 1938 ) April , July , Oct. Vol . XXVll ( 1948 ) All issues 
Vol . XVIII ( 1939 ) All issues Vol . XXVlll ( 1949 ) Jan., Apr. , Jly. 
Vol . XIX ( 1940 ) Jan ., Apr., July 

Vol . XXIX to date ( 1950-55 ) All Six Issues 

The Collectors Club 
22 East 3 5 Street, New York 16, N. Y. 
VII THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATEL IST, VOL . XXXIV, NO. VI 



FOR 

Cia..u« 
!JM~ 
WRITE TO: 

, DOUGLAS ROTH 
Fairways, Mona Crescent, 

Newlands, 

Cape Province, South Africa 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILAT EL IST, VOL . XX X l V, N
Rare le 1851 Covers 
AT SPECIAL PRICES 

A. # 6 , (Type IA ) , Fine Hori:a:. Strip of 
3 (Pos. 96-9 8L4 ) (9764- "Curl on 
Shoulder" variety ), Neatly Tied by 
" N. 0. , La ." Pmk. to V. F. Cover. 
Rare ! Cat. $ 1275 + .... ...... Net $450.00 

B. # 8 (Type Ill) , Rare POS. 99R2 
(Best Example of Type on Plate ), V. F. 

Single , Neatly Tied by Sharp Black Town 
Pm k. to V. F. Folded Circular. A Rare 
Gem! Cat . $ 1200 + ....... .. . Net $550.00 

Both Properly Authenticated 

What Else Do You Need in 1 c 1851 's? 

Gladl y Sent on Approval with References 

Insta llment Payment Terms if Desired . 

JACK E. MOLESWORTH 
APS 
SPA 

1 02 Beacon Street 
Roston 16, Mass. 
Boston 
Auction Sales 

OF CHOICE 

United State§ 

and 

Foreign 

HELD REGULARLY 
Catalogues Free 

Daniel F. I( ell eh er 
7 Waler Stree t, ·Boston 9 , Mass. 
\ERRORS, VARIETIES 
I 

and AIRMAILS 
• 

For 30 years we have been spec ia liz ing in all 
unusual items; Errors, Varieties, etc .. regard less 
as to whet he r they are or are not lis ted . 
N ow we h ave on h a nd a vel'y large selection of 
Airmails, Rotary , U. P . U., U. N., Inverted Cen­
ters, S ports , Topica ls . Miniature Sheets, De Luxe 
S heets, Proofs, Di e Proofs, etc., etc. 
We have oddit i£s a nd unu su a l item s from many 
d iff er ent cot:ntri es, as: -

Albania, Abyssini a. Be lg ium , Brazil, Canary 
Is lands, Colombia, Congo, Crnatia, Czec hoslo­
va kia, Danz~g. Ecuador, Far East, Fran ce & 
Colonies , Greece. Georgia, H onduras. I cela nd, 
Ifni. Iran . Italy & Colonies, Latvia, Liberia, 
Li t h uania, Monaco . Nicaragua , P a rag uay, 
P ola nd, Roma ni a . Ru ss ia, Saar , Salvador, 
Scadta, Spa in & Colo n ies , T a n ge r , Tanna Touva , 
Uruguay , Ven ezue la, etc. , etc., etc. 

W e w ill g la dly m a k e up specia l off ers or selections 
on approval. Please write countries, price range 
and spec ialties . (Usua l reference, please) 
'Ve a re a lso bu yer s of s imila r material. Auction 
sales are he ld r egu larly-over 50 .000 lots w ere 
sold in the past 5 years. Catalog u e free on 
request. 

• 
S. SEREBRAKIAN 

15 PARK ROW NEW YORK 38, N. Y. 
O. VI VII! 



HOW TO DE TECT 

"Sperati grade" forgeries 

SUGGESTIONS 

On color definitions 

AN JMPROT/E D 

Method to describe stamps 

AN IMPRESS/ VE 

List of the finest classics 

For Sale with Juliard ' s Permanent Guarantee 

Juliar ds 
Classics 1956 

(36 pages), now avai lable and free for dis tin­
g uish ed co11ectors- of course all C. C. Members-, 

No ob ligations whatsoever, write 

JULIARD 
Internationally r enown ed s ince 1889 

Narberth , Pa. 
IX THE COLL
WE SPECIALIZE IN 

AMC 

IS RAEL 

POLAND 

TRIESTE 

VATICAN CITY 

New Price Lists. Just Out. 
Write for your free copy. 

MANY, MANY MORE INTERESTI NG 
ITEMS IN STOCK. 

WHAT DO YOU NEED ? 

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO. 
116 Nassau Street, New York 38, N. Y. 

ASDA-Coll ectors Club 

S. L. DAYER, Pro11. 

~ 
I 
AUCTION SALES 

of Rare and Valuable 

British North 
A111eri~a 

and other Postage Stamps held 
regularly. 

Ill ustrated catalogs available a month before 
sale date 

Estate Properties solicited for sale 
at auction or outright purchase. 

J. N. SISSONS LTD. 
59 Wellington W, Toronto, Canada 
P hone Empire 4-6003 . Cables: Sistamp, Toronto. 
At Your Service 
For All 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
PHILATELIC 
COMMERCIAL 
INTERIORS 

PORTRAITS or 
CANDIDS 

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE I 

(Photographer fo r the 
Collectors Club Philatelist.) 

832 Eighth Avenue 
New York 19, N. Y. 
ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, NO . vr 



SPECIA LIZING IN 

AUCTION SALES 
oi choice 

UNITED ST ATES 

Stamps and Covers 

_J{uction sales held regularly 

Catalogues on request 

Bruce G. Daniels 
7 Water Street Boston 9 , Mass. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH I LATELIST , VOL. XXX IV, 
MAINLY BRITISH COLONIALS 
ADEN, 1937 Scott 1-12 ................... ............... $ 38.50 
ANTIGUA, 1932 Scott 67-76 .......... .... . .... $ 31.50 
ASCENSION, 1924 Scott 10-21 ...................... $ 17.00 
CAN ADA , 1897 Scott 61 -65 ....... $157 .50 
CANADA, 1898 Scott 85a ..................... . ......... $ 37.50 
CAYMA N, 1932 Scott 69-80 ......................... $ 45 .00 
CYPR US, 1923 Scott 87 ......... .. ..... ... .. ............. $ 18.50 
e YPRUS, 1923 Scott 88 used .. .......... . ........ $ 55 .00 
CYPRUS, 1928 Scott 109 ....... ...... .................. $ 97.50 
CYPRUS, 1928 Scott 114-123 ......................... $ 24.00 
FALKLAND, 1928 Scott 52 ............. .. . .... $ 70.00 
FALKLAND, 1933 Scott 65-76 .. .. .... . ....... $150. 00 
GIBRALTAR, 1903 Scott 47 .. .. ..... ....... ........... $ 50.00 
GIBRA LTAR, 1904 Scott 64 ............. $ 48.00 
GIBRALTAR, 1911 Scott 63 ....... ................... $ 31.00 
GIBRALTAR, 1921 Scott 90 .... $ 25.00 
GIBRALTAR, 1925 Scott 93 ........ ... .... . ....... $ 85.00 
IRAQ. 1931 Scott 27 ........ .... ................ . .... $ 38.50 
LAGOS, 1904 Scott 49 ...... . ............. $ 50.00 
LEEWARD, 1897 Scott 16 .... . .. $ 57.50 
MALTA, 1919 Scott 65 ...... . ... $ 95.00 
MONTSERRAT, 1932 Scott 75-84 .................. $ 40.00 
NATAL, 1908 Scott 117 ........ . ............. $ 32.50 
NEW GUINEA, 1935 Scott C44-45 ........ . ... $ 80.00 
NEW ZEALAND, 1906 Scott 122-5 ... $ 10.00 
NEW ZEALAND, 1925 Scott 179-1 81 ........ $ 2.75 
ST. HELENA, 1922 Scott 94 ....... ..... . .... $ 60.00 
S T . HELENA, 1922 Scott 99 .......... . .... $ 12.50 
ST. HELENA, 1934 Scott 101-110 ............... $ 33.00 
ST . LU CIA, 1883 Scott 34 ........... $ 30.00 
ST. LU CIA, 1883 Scott 36 ...... ....................... $ 37.50 

British Colonials welcomed. Mint or Used. 

BRIDGER & KAY Ltd. 
86 STRAND, LONDON, W. C. 2. 

Establ ished 1897. 
R. MARESCH & SON 
• Choice Classics of the World for 

Connoisseurs 

• The Largest Stock of Foreign and 
European Stamps in Canada 

• A Fine & Impressive Stock of 
La t in America 

• B. N . A. and British Colonies 

• Collections by Pr ivate Treaty 

• Airmails of the World 

• Prephilatelic Covers 

• Our International Connect ions 
enab le us to acquire items 
generally unobtainable . 

R. ItlARESCD & SON 
Ca ble a dd ress: Rarestam ps Toronto 

69 Hayter Canada Toronto ( 2 ) , Ont. 
N

The renowned collection of 

Foreign Stamps 

and Covers 
assembled by the late 

JERE. HE§§ B ARR 
of West Lawn, Pa. 

will be sold by order of the executors 

in a 

SPECIAL AUCTION SALE 

in February, 1956 
The spec ially prepared, rich ly illustrat ed Catalog 
can be cbtnin cd fo r Sl, which includes t he list of 
pric£s rc a l: zed a nd w h ich will be refu nded to 

successful bidders. 

MERCURY STAMP COMPANY 
522 Fifth Avenue (at 44th St. ) 

New York 36, N. Y. 
Telephones: MU 2-7106 and 2-6976 

Cable Address: MERCSTAMP NEWYORK 
O. VI x: 



FOUNDATIONS 
OF 

PHILATELY 
by WINTHROP S. BOGGS 

The Official Handbook of 
the Philatelic Foundation 

A complete encyclopedia of philately. Part 
I co.vers the historica I background of postal 
services. Part 11 is concerned with ways 
a.nd means of collecting, building a collec­
tion , philate lic literature, including the cata­
logues and their use, and the care of a 
stamp collection . Part 111 describes all the 
processes by wh ich stamps are made , paper, 
watermarks, separation, gum and varieties, 
as well as postal marki ngs. 

Fully illustrated, $5.00 

VAN NOSTRAND 
120 Alexander St., Princeton , N. J. 
XI THE CO
Gifts for Collectors 
are sometimes a problem, but the philatelist 
and postal historian will always enjoy a book 
or album from 50 P all Mall. 

An essenti al publication fo r the British Em­
pire specialist is " THE ENCYCLOPAE­
DIA OF EMPIRE POSTAGE STAMPS" 
ed ited by Robson L owe. Vol. I (Great 
Britain and Europe) $6, Vol. II (Africa ) 
$3. and Vo l. III (As ia) $6. Vol. IV (Aus­
trali a) is now in preparation and Vol. V will 
de al with the Americas. 

O th er comp rehensive wo rks include PERK­
INS BACON RECORDS extr ac ted by the 
late P ercy de Worms, F.R.P.S.L. In two vol­
umes-th e set $ 17 .75. GUIDE LINES TO 
TH E PENNY BLACK $3.50. THE POST­
AGE STAMPS OF ARMENIA: P art I , 
The fr amed monographs, by S. D. Tchiling­
hiri an and P . T. Ashford $1.10. THE POST­
AGE STAMPS OF DENMA RK by J. 
Schmidt Ande rsen, tr ansla ted by R . King­
F a rlow $7-Jo. THE GAMBIA by R . E. R. 
D alw ick $2.80. GLASEW ALD PRIV AT­
POSTMARKEN KATALOG 1953 by 
George G lasewald $3. THE CA T ALOGUE 
OF NEW ZEALAND POSTAGE 
ST AM PS co mpiled and edited by Campbell 
P a terson $6 .30, PAQUEBOT AND SHIP 
LETTER CANCELLATIONS OF THE 
W 0 RLD r894- r95 r by M. A. Studd $2.80 
and THE R OMAGNA by D. S. P atton 
$1.40. 

The above prices do not include postage. 
Our detai led liter ature list will be sent on 
requ es t. 

A LB U MS also make accep table gif ts and " ·e 
ca n offer THE REGEN T (for stamps) at 
$11.75 and TH E CONCERTI NA ( for 
covers) a t $6.50 including postage. Send for. 
detai ls. 

WRITE To-DAY To: 

ROBSON LOWE, LTD. 
50 PALL MALL, LONDON, S. W. 1 

Cables: " Stamps, London" 

!If/hen replying t o this advff tisemen t please 
mention that you saw it in th e "Collec tors 
C lub Philatelist". 
STILL THE ONLY 
Exclusive 

U. S. A. SPECIALISTS 
IN BRITAIN 

We Carry a MAGNIFICENT 
STOCK of Fine 19th Century U.S. 

Our Money Savin g ILLUS­
TRATED PRICE LIST for issues 
18 45-1930 (Scott #, prices in 
$'s) FREE against Sc stamp. 

Specialties: Classic U. S. Stamps 
& Covers , 19th Century Fancy & 
New York Foreign Mail Cancels . 

All Want Lists Appreciated. 

The Westminster Stamp Co. Ltd. 
(0 . BACHER, D.PH. , Col. Club N. York , 

A. S. D. A., B. P.A., A. P. S. ) 
THE USA SPECIALISTS IN BRITAIN 

REGENCY HO USE , WARWICK ST., 
LONDON, W. l , GREAT BRITAIN 
LLECTORS C L UB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, NO. VI 



Collectors Club Handbooks 
EA.BLY AMERICAN PEBFOBA.TIN G MA.CHINES 

A.ND PEBFOBA.TIONS 1857-1867 
By Winthrop S. Bogp 

33 Pa1ea ..... ............... 20 Illustration• .................... Pric:e $1.00 

FRENCH MOROCCO 
THE 1943-44 TOUR HASSAN ISSUES 

By Charles Neidorf 
56 Pa1e1 .................... 62 lllU1tratlo111 .................... Pric:e $1.50 

The Po1ta1e Stamp1 and Postal Hi1tory of 

TIBET 
By Harrison D. S. Haverbeck 

61 Pa1es .. .... ......... ... .. 141 Illustrations ... . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . Pric:e $1.00 

The Poeta1e Stamps of 

NEPAL 
By Dawson, Haverbeck and Smythies 

46 Pa1es ........ ... ... .. .... 60 Illustrations . . . .. .... . . ..... .. .. Pric:e $1 .50 

COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 

Cumulaiive INDEX (1922-195 1) ............................. Prlc:e $1.00 

CONFEDERATE STA.TES OF AMERICA. 
THE TWO CENT CREEN STAMP 

By Howard Lehman 
23 Pa1es ........ ..... ... .. .. 41 Illustration• .. .. .. .... ... .. . .. .. Price $1.00 

BRAZIL 

Bulls Eye Centennial Issue 1843-1943 ................. Price $2.00 

GREECE 

(Translation from KOH L'S Handbook) 
Parts I, II and I V Only Price $2.00 Each 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35 St., New York 16, N. Y. 



COLLECTION 

UNITED STATES 
Ceneral Issues 

-PART ONE-

1841 to 1857-61 
MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY 

JANUARY 16, 17, 18 

This wonderful auction, covering the most 
popular of the United States issues, is bound 
to be one of the top Caspary sales for 
interest. 
From the great rarities down to "humble" 
stamps in superb condition, there is evi­
dence of the true love and appreciation that 
Mr. Caspary had for stamps. 

The de-luxe auction catalogue will 
be ready shortly, price $1.00 (re­
funded to purchasers). Fully illus­
trated four-color brochure with 
detai Is of auction dates and con­
tents of the 16 Caspary auctions 
and convenient catalogue order 
form, 25c. 

• 
H. R. HARMER, Inc. 

The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneers 
6 West 48th Street, New York 36, N. Y. 

Plaza 7 - 4460 
/i ,,o ____ : __ J_ .. 
CA fFl.lll'TUilI,U In addilion to the Caspary auctions, H. R. Harmer, Inc. have scheduled 
a series of important properties for future auctions. Catalogues, gratis, on request. 




