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Vol. XVI. JULY, 1937. No. 3. 
The Railroad Postmarl{.s of France 
By CARROLL CHASE. 

T HIS article deals only with the railroad po. ·tmarks, and a few of their an­
tecedents, of France and French Northern Africa ;-Algeria, Morocco 
and Tunis. Ship and steamboat postmarks are not included . Neither 

are what the French call " Marques d'entree en France"-(postmarks which 
indicate ·when and by what means foreign letter entered France ) except those 
which were applied on the postal cars. 'I'he subj ect is very interesting from a 
number of standpoints. Such a collection is a graphic histon· of the French rail­
roads and their gradual developm ent np to the present time. As their number 
and extent has about reached th e limit , and as many of the smaller lines are 
succumbing to the riYalry of th e automobile for both passengers and freight as 
well as mail, th e moment is opportune to describe th em. 

These postmarks are, generally speaking, small, nea t and clearly struck. 
Black wa. th e common color, but r ed, blue, viol et and other color may be found. 
They have been cataloged in part. A carefully made list of th e first type of post­
marks used on the main lines from 1855 to 1886 may be found on pages 241 to 
257 inclusive of th e ' ' ?\Tomenclature Gf·nerale des Bureaux de Poste Frarn;ais, 
1849-1876" by Langlois and Veneziani , published by Yvert & Company of 
Amiens. Unfortunately, it is just r ecently out of print and is now difficult to 
obtain. This list, in spite of certain errors and omissions, is very well done and 
represents a great amount of r esearch. Tn "Les Annales de Philatelie" Vol. I, 
No. 5, for J anuary-lVIarch 1934, lVIessrs. Bourselet and Langlois began an article 
on "Les Cachets des Bureaux Ambulants de France." This is the most serious 
of the French philatelic journals. It is published at 38 Rue de Lourmel, Paris, 
and costs thirteen francs per yea r , including foreign postage. Unfortunately, 
it appears only four times annually, so the article in question promises to run 
several years. This article gives a bri ef description , not always accurate, of the 
early postmarks and those used later on the main lines. Following this is a 
table, divided into the great systems, which lists the various postmarks and their 
types and dates, but a ha s been stated, only those of the main lin es. This list is 
however, as far as it goes, the best published to date. 

Tn the "Catalogue des Estampilles et Obliterations Postales de France et 
des Colonies Franc;aises,'' in the writing of which several authors collaborated, 
on pages 196 to 214 inclusive, is found a careful listing and illustration of all 
the types of railroad postmarks from their beginning up to the present time. 
This catalogue of some 630 pages, also sold by Yvert & Cie., costs 40 francs­
plus 4.80 francs for foreign postage. It contains an almost incr edible amount 
(149) 
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of information regarding French postmarks of all kinds from the earliest to date, 
and might well be used as a model for a similar work in the United States. It 
is so thoroughly illustrated that little or no knowledge of French is required 
for its use. The '' Indicateur Chaix'' (published by the Librairie Chaix, 20 rue 
Bergere, Paris ) which corresponds to Bullinger 's Guide in the U. S. A., costs 
twelve francs and the foreign postage about as much more. It is of great ser­
vice. The index of stations is particularly complete and the maps are fine. This 
about completes th e list of worthwhile references in the literature available to 
the American collector. There is a gTeat mass of information on this subject in 
the library of the Post Office Department in Paris. This material has been very 
frequently consulted in preparing this article. It may be of interest to note that 
the French began the study of this subject as far back as 1898, the first serious 
article being by the late M. Doe of Troyes. 

All of the main line railroads of France were until very r ecently , divided 
into seven great systems as follows :- Etat, Orleans (also known as the P. 0.-­
Paris, Orleans ), Midi, Lyon (also called the P. L. 1\1.- Paris, Lyon, Mediter­
ranee ), Nord, Est and Alsace-Lorraine. Each has the monopoly of the main 
lines in a definite section of France, except that the Etat and Orleans conflict a 
bit in a part of Brittany. Five of these seven lines- all except the Midi and 
the Alsace-Lorraine,-run into Paris. 

Just recently the Orleans system has been united with the Midi and is now 
call ed ''Orleans-Midi.'' There is talk of further consolidations in the interest of 
economy. It might be added that before the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71, 
what is now the Alsace-Lorraine, was part of the Est system. Scattered all over 
France are numerous short lines, many of which are independent of the seven 
great systems. Paris, of course, is the great railroad center of ]'ranee. The fast 
trains are often so arranged that it is (and especially was once) quicker in 
travelling or sending mail from one town to another not too far from Paris, to 
go through Paris making a "V," rather than to go in a direct line. 

As France is a close network of railroads, there are of course, a very large 
number of railroad postmarks-several thousand varieties. 'fhe handstamps 
used for these postmarks were all made by the French Post Office authorities, 
so are uniform. Their use was carefully regulated and postal clerks were com­
pelled to use them with care. 'fhis naturally allows a more complete and accu­
rate listing than is possible with many classes of early American postmarks 
which were not made by the Post Office Department, but by various private firms 
or even by the postmaster himself. 

At the present time French railroad postmarks are cheap except for a few 
known to be rare, and even these, in my belief, are selling well below their real 
value. A great many may still be had for a few cents apiece. It does not de­
tract from their interest, to say the least, that real bargains may be had for 
almost nothing, and that an unpicked lot of common stamps may yield a great 
variety. For great r~rities exist, especially with the earlier types, even among 
the postmarks of the main lines. Certain examples that are listed, and in all 
probability exist, I have never seen, and even as great an authority as M. Lang­
lois has never seen some of them either. Of course, single examples are known. 

Railroad postmarks are to be found on practieally all regularly issued 
Freneh stamps, postage dues not included, though I have one or two examples 
even of the latter. The five francs stamps of 1869 and 1877, the one franc of 
1849 as well as the very low values, 1, 2, 3 and 4 centimes, are all thus known. 
The modern commemoratives such as the Olympic games set and the Decorative 
Arts Exposition, etc., make a brave showing. Even certain Colonial stamps 
(especially the imperforates having the same design as the mother country) are 
occasionally found used in France, and a very few of them bear railroad post­
marks. 
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French collectors of the old school like their cancellations squarely on the 
stamp and many even prefer them off cover. .A more modern group realizes that 
it is necessary to collect otherwise, especially on cover, because many postmarks 
are almost or quite unknown ·on the stamps themselves. This leads to the fol­
lowing classification as to how the postmark may be found. These are given in 
the order of their desirability. First, the postmark on a stamp on cover. Sec­
ond, on a stamp off cover, (legibly struck of course). 'l'hird, on the front of a 
cover but not on the stamp. Fourth, on the back of a cover. .A fifth may be 
added-a postmark cut out of a cover. This la st mentioned is more or less of a 
sacrilege but was often done in the past, and these little squares of paper are 
of interest in establishing data and often look well in a collection, mounted be­
sidP a stamp bearing the same postmark, incomplete or poorly struck. The 
collection of postmarks on the back of covers may seem strange to some .American 
collPctors, but it gives the only possible chance of anything like completeness. 
What real reason is there against this ? The same postmarks were used and they 
indicate, as well as a postmark on the front of the cover, that a certain route 
had been taken . 

There are three great classes of French railroad postmarks. First, those 
of the preliminary period including all used up to about 1854, and even a few 
similar ones used later. Second, those used in the postal cars on the main lines 
from 1854 or thereabouts, up to the present time. Third , those used on the small­
er lines and on what are called in the U. S . .A., local trains, on the main lines. 
ThPse trains have no postal cars, but a compartment, usually in a second class 
passenger coach, is r eserved for the exclusive use of the postal clerk. .A fourth 
class may be included-railroad station postmarks. The postmarks of the second 
class liave been most carefully listed and studied . Th e others to a less extent. 

I.Jet us consider first , the preliminary period. I have found it among the 
most interesting. .Although horsedrawn post coaches, called by the French, 
malles-poste, had been in use for a very long time, no postmark indicating such 
servi ce is known earlier than 1838. Th ese malles-poste covered daily all parts 
of France and made almost incredibly fast time. They were comparatively 
light vehicles carrying only, 2, 3 or 4 passengers plus the mails, and were 
drawn by frequently changed r elays of four horses, running day and night. In 
1846 for example, sixteen lines ran from Paris and another fiftPen connected 
points outside the capital. 'l'hey averaged for certain routes four lieues (abont 
10 miles) or even more, an hour, so that nearly 100 li eues (about 240 miles) was 
covned in a day ! 

Figure "J\To . 1. 

Toward the end of 1838, November 4th of that year being the earliest date 
I have noted, a new type of postmark came into use but only at the main Paris 
postoffice. These are small, about 20¥2 mm. in diameter, show "Paris" at the 
top, (60 ) at the bottom and a number at each side, the bottom of the number be­
ing toward the outside of the postmark. (See Figu.re 1.) These numbers, always 
the same on both sides, run from 1 to 16 and indicate on letters addressed to 
Paris the line of mail coaches by which they arrived. When the letter originated 
outside of Paris and passed through the city for another destination the post­
mark was of the "in-transit" variety and indicated by what line the letter was. 
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to be forwarded out of Paris. All of these postmarks that I have seen were on 
the back of the cover. I have found them only in blue. Here is the list of 
the fifteen lines, the town named being at the end of the route. It will be seen 
that they are listed from the north-west clockwise around to the same point. 

1. Calais 6. Strasbourg 11. Bordeaux 
2. Lille 7. Besan~on 12. Nantes 
3. Valenciennes 8. Lyon 13. Brest 
4. Sedan 9. Marseille 14. Caen 
5. Forbach 10. Toulouse 15. LeHavre 

Figu re No. 2 . Figu re No. !-l. 

This list is copied from the "Annuaire des Postes" (the Year Book of the 
P . 0. Dept.) for January 1839. These fifteen lines were thus arranged as early 
as 1838, and although the lists in the Year Books change a little, these post­
marks, in use until April 1848, always indicate the same route. During this 
period two additional lin es were created, which were giYen postmarks of another 
type. "Route de Geneve" (Geneva, Switzerland ) came into being in 1845, and 
"Route de Moulins" (Department of the Allier ) is found from 1846. (See 
Figures 2 and 3.) As I have stated these numbered postmarks ran from 1 to 
16 although at the beginning only 15 lines were listed. For a reason not abso­
lutely clear, one routr, that for Valenciennes, had two numbns, 3 and 16. 

F igure J\To . 4 . Figu re 1\" o . 5 . 

During the same period, 1838-1848, a similar postmark in two sub-types is 
found with the number 17 at each side. Usually in r ed, they are also found, 
though rarely, in black. One sub-type, not rare, had "(60))" at the bottom, 
and the other, much less common, one of the words Deuxieme, Troisieme, Quat­
rieme, Cinquieme or Sixieme. (See Figures 4 and 5.) Both sub-types were 
used to indicate what were called the ''supplementary departures and arrivals.'' 
The great mass of mail arrived at Paris by the 15 .mail coaches early each morn­
ing and left Paris by the same means about seven o'clock each evening. These 
letters bear the postmarks numbered from 1 to 16. A certain number of towns, 

' at first close to Paris, but in a gradually increasing zone as time went on, had 
one or two extra departures and arrivals during the day and the postmark with 
the number 17 indi cated them. The sub-type with the words SECOND, THIRD 
etc. at the bottom were used to indicate that the letter thus marked had arrived 
at Paris in time for a certain delivery; but it is afso found occasionally on 
letters in transit through Paris and here it means simply that the letter had 
arrived at Paris at the same time as those for the distribution in question. 

A copy of the postmark of 1838, but only with the :figures 1 to 7 inclusive 
at the sides and always in black, was employed in 1849 and later, but it does not 
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interest us, as it was used exclusively to indicate the number of the delivery in 
Paris. 

Fig;ure No. 6. Figure No. 7. Figure No. 8. Figure No. 9. 

Figure No. 10. a Figure No. 11. 

When the postmarks from 1 to 16 went out of use in April 1848, no others 
indicating the routes are found until April 1852, except a group used from 
about April 1st, 1848 to May 1850 employed exclusively for the supplementary 
arrivals· and departures. These are all rare because of the comparatively small 
amount of mail thus handled. They are all in pale blue until January 5, 1849, 
and after that date in black. The change in the color of the ink was due to the 
introduction of postage stamps January 1, 1849, which were not satisfactorily 
cancelled by the blue ink. This series of postmarks is given in Figiires 6, 7, 8, 9, 
10 a,nd 11. The first five are found practically only in 1848 from April to De­
cember and the sixth from December 1848 to May 1850. The first four may be 
translated as follows :-"Bordeaux by the line to Chateauroux," "Special Cour­
riers (or departures) by the line to I,e Havre," "Rennes by the line to Tours," 
and "By the lines to Quievrain (Belgium) and Boulogne." The fifth is very 
odd as the line or route was indicated by the name of the town which was its 
terminus. Fourteen such postmarks are known and more may be found. Those 
kn0wn are as follows :-Brest, Boulogne, Cherbourg, Clermont, Etranger (for 
foreign mail), Forbach, Limoges, T_iyon, Marseille, Mouhns; Sedan, Strasbourg, 
Toulouse and Troyes. These are all decidedly rare. The sixth postmark of 
this series has numbers running from 1 to 20, although I .have yet to see 11 and 
15. 15 however probably does not exist as the 15th seetion dealt only with let­
ters for foreign parts. The routes indicated as far as known at present are the 
following :-

1. Boulogne & Calais 
2. Lille & Valenciennes 
3. Sedan 
4. Strasbourg 
5. Geneve (Switzerland) 
6. Lyon 
7. Marseille 
8. Toulouse by Limoges 
9·: Pau by Limoges, Perigueux & Agen 

10. Bordeaux 
11. This number has not been seen. Quite 

possibly Rennes by Tours 

12. Brest 
13. Cherbourg 
14. Le Havre 
15. Probably does not exist -
16. Langres and beyond. 

Mulhouse & Bale 
Besan~on, 

i' .. 

17. Suburbs of Paris 
18. Forbach 
19. Montpellier by Bourges 
20. Nantes by Tours 
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Figure No. lZ. l<'igu.-e No. la. Ffi;·ure No. 14. 

About April 1st, 1852 a new series of postmarks came into use. These in­
dicate not only the principal departure of the evening and the first arrival of 
the morning but also the "supplementaries." See Figures 12, 13 and 14. The 
postmark indicate in Figure 12 was used on the front of prepaid letters from 
Paris, and on the back of letters, prepaid or not, in transit through Pari . The 
two types shown in Figures 13 and 14 were used exclusively on unpaid letters 
from Paris, the amount stated at the bottom indicating the postage due. The 
charge for such letters was changed from 25 to 30 centimes July 1st, 1854 and 
naturally the postmarks were changed at the same time. 'l'he figure at the left 
of the postmark indicated the section of the day durin"' which the letter was 
handled, as follows :- 1st Section 4.30 to 8 A. M., 2nd Section 9 A. M:. to 1 P. M., 
3rd Section 2 P . M. to 6 P . M. The numbers at the right, indicating the route, 
ran from 1 to 20, but I have not seen eith er 17 or 19, and it is possible they do 
not exist. A word in reference to the postmark shown in Figure No. 12 with 
"12" at the right. About April or· May 1855 this handstamp had become so 
worn that it was replaced by another somewhat different type-See F1:gure No. 
15. 

Figure No. 15. 

The routes indicated are, as far· as it is known today, the following:-

1. Suburbs close to Paris 
2. T h e North R. R. system, Lille, Va­

lenciennes and later Quievrain (Bel­
gium) 

3 . Suburbs further from Paris 
4. Bale, Switzerland by Strasbourg 
5. Troyes and beyond 
6. Lyon 
7. Marseille , Replaced August 16, 1855 

by Route 18 
8. Montpellier by Nevers 
9. Toulouse by Limoges 

10. Bordeaux 
11. Beyond Bordeaux? Bayonne, Pau 

and Toulouse? 
12 . Brest by Chartres 
13. Cherbourg 
14. Le Havre 
15. Foreign 
16. Besan ·on and Geneve by Dijon ? 
17. This postmark has not been seen 
18. Forbach. Later, Marse ille 
19. This postmark has not bee n seen 
20. Nantes by Tours 

If anyone is particularly interested in these Paris route postmarks I have 
written a detailed study of them in French, which has appeared in booklet form. 
It is for sale by Yvert & Cie. at 10 francs plus 1.20 francs for foreign postage. 

(To b e continued.) 
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Confederate Stamps 
By CORNELIUS w. \VICKERSHAM. 

(Opening Remarks When Showing His Confederate States P1·ovisionals, Paids, and 
General Issues, at the Collectors Club on Ma1·ch 17, 1937.) 

T HE collection of Confederate Provisionals and General I ssues brings us 
into close touch with one of the most historic periods of our history. 
There is no group of stamps that is of more interest to Americans. When 

we collect Confederates, we are getting not merely pieces of paper, but symbols 
of the most stirring scenes in our country since it was founded. W e must re­
member that this was the period when, commencing in December, 1860, one 
Southern state after another seceded, so that by June of 1861, eleven states had 
left the Union and had formed an independent government. During the next 
£.our years, the Southern people went through experiences of self-sacrifice, suf­
f ering and determined effort which have scarcely been equalled in the history of 
the world. They met equal determination from the Northern states. In the 
South was a population of seven million people, mostly Anglo-Saxon, in a life 
and death struggle with a nation larger in size and population and with greater 
resource of money, equipment and supplies. 

Despite the odds against them, the Southern Confederacy came within an 
ace of succeeding. It is by no means impossible that if Stuart had been in t ouch 
with Lee during the vital days before the Battle of Gettysburg, or if Jackson 
had survived Chancellorsville and had commanded his corps in P ennsylvania, 
the Battle of Gettysburg might have had a different result. In this event, it is 
possible that the Confederacy might have succeeded, although it is equally pos­
sible that the determination of the Northern leaders, headed by Abraham Lin­
coln, and the tenacity of the Northern forces, on land and sea, would in the end 
have overcome all difficulties in reestablishing the Union which they sought to 
preserve. 

Th ese four years are illuminated by high endeavor and the names of great 
battles. First and Second Manassas (or Bull Run ) , the Seven Days, Fredericks­
burg, Chancellorsville, and Chicamaugua, were victories for the South, enshrin­
ing the names of Lee, Jackson and Longstreet. Gettysburg, Vicksburg, the 
Wilderness, Atlanta, the March to the Sea, and Cedar Run, were Northern suc­
cesses inextricably connected with Meade, Grant, Sherman or Sheridan. 

Throughout the war, except for one short period, the superior power of the 
navy of the United States played a vital part, and the influence of sea power on 
history has rarely been more clearly and effectively shown. 

While the Southern states were seceding, th e United States stamps remained<' 
current in the South until the end of May, 1861. At that time, both the United 
States Government and the Confederacy prohibited their further use in the 
seceded states. The Confederate Government was not yet ready with the General 
Issues, which later appeared, and, therefore, the local postmasters in towns, 
cities and villages thtroughout the South were thrown upon their own resources. 
This r esulted in the Confederate Provisionals and Paids. The Provisionals cov­
ered a great variety of manufacture of stamps and envelopes. Three and per­
haps four postmasters produced lithographs. Some Provisionals were engraved 
on wood, and stereotypes or electrotypes made from the engraving. Some were 
typeset . W e find also typographs, woodcuts, typographs from woodcuts, and 
hand-stamping from woodcuts. In some instances manuscript initials, or words, 
or autographs, plus a hand-stamp, were used. In many instances, the dates were 
r emoved from cancellers, the words and figures "Paid 5" or "Paid 10," inserted 
in their place, and the converted canceller used to produce the r esult. The ad­
hesives and the press printed envelopes presnt no difficulty as to classification, 
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but in the case of th(;) hand-stamped Paid envelopes it is often a difficult question 
to determine in ·specific cases whether these we·re stamped on the envelopes before 
use and sold to purchasers, or whether they were hand-stamped at the time the 
cover was handed in to the post office for mailing and the postage paid. In the 
former case, the result is a true Provisional, and in the latter, an ordinary Paid. 

We must remember that at that time the use of adhesives was not very old, 
only thirteen years having passed since the issue of the first United States general 
postage stamp. Prior to the introduction of adhesives, the hand-stamping of 
covers at the time of mailing and payment of postage vvas the common method 
of franking envelopes for the mails. It was natural, therefore, that many post­
masters should go back to this method, and such was in fact the case. Where, 
however, a distinctive mark, showing payment of postage, was placed on the en­
velope prior to purchase, and the envelope sold for future use, we have a Pro­
visional. 

In Dietz' Confederate States Catalog and Hand-Book, l\Ir. Dietz says at 
page 75, that the vexing problem has now been solved, and that credit is due Mr. 
Stephen D. Brown for the application of the formula. This is in effect that 
hand-stamped "Paid" envelopes, if found unused, are pr'irna facie Provisionals. 
All hand-stamped ''Paid'' envelopes, bearing a ''control mark ' ' either on their 
face or back, and showing a control date prior to the postmark date, are also to 
be classified as Provisionals. 

So much for classification. But however classified, these covers, bearing rare 
and unusual stamps or marks, sometimes on patriotic coYers, are of extraordinary 
interest, not only historically, but because there is must still to learn as to their 
manufacture and use. While the Provisionals were confined to use within a 
particular locality, t hey passed current by courtesy throughout the Confederacy. 

Their use did not terminate entirely upon the issue and supply to post­
masters of the General Issues of the Confederacy. T_iater on, when the Mississippi 
River passed into the control of the United States G°'·ernment, it became diffi­
cult or impossible to supply postmasters west of the River, and thm; we have a 
further use of Provisionals and Paids in Texas and .A.rkansas and parts of Louisi­
amt in the later years of the War . 

. The first of the General Issues, the fa.motts lithographs of Hoyer and Lud­
wig, came out in October and later months· of 1861 and ea rly 1862, and supplies 
could not have reached many of the postmasters until some time after issue. 

There is not time here to give in detail the fascinating story of the manu­
farture and issue of the General Issues. Suffice it to say that besides the litho­
graphed stamps, they included the De La Rue stamps, which were engraved in 
England and printed partly there and partly in Richmond, the ''Ten'' Cents, 
which was only in use a short time, and was discarded because the picture of 
Davis was thoug·ht to resemble Abraham Lincoln, and the famous Frame Line, 
engraved on steel by John Archer, printed from copper plates, and issued and 
used before a contract was made. 'l'he latter is said by Dietz to be literally a 
sample stamps, and as such perhaps unique in philately. 

With this background of history, art and human endeavor, we may turn to 
our Confederate stamps, and feel that they are not merely evidences of franking 
of mail, but that each will bring to mind and imagination those historic scenes 
in our national history, through which move the tramp of marching feet, the 
b_ugle calls of Grant and Sherman, Jackson and Lee, and the determined effort 
of a ·large population, its st1ffering and self-sacrifice. In the end the Confederacy 
fai led, in order that our Union might be preserved. 
Use the application blank on page, V in advertising section to 
introduce another member to the Club. 
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Recutting Plate Varieties 
1851-1857 Stamps 

33 and No. 
By C. N . .thLEN. 

(U. 
34) 

on the 3c 
S. No. 

I N the preface to Dr. Carroll Chase's classic study, '"l'he 3c Stamps of the 
United States, 1851-1857 Issue,' ' published only nine years ago, the modest 
statement that his work is ''far from a complete treatise on the subject, 

and that many of the statements made will later be found erroneous '' occurs. 
He was a true prophet, for new discoveries have been made that would have 
saved him months of ·work-such as the discovery by Dr. Dorsett of St. Louis of 
a right pane from plate No. 1 and another from plate No. 3. H ere are full 
panes, whereas Dr. Chase had to reconstruct his panes by the tedious method of 
over-lapping pairs, strips, and blocks. Compa·red with such researches, how­
ever, what follows must be taken as only suggestive of one small sector of the 
subj ect. This short illustrated sketch is written for the average adult collector 
of 19th century U. S. stamps who wants to progress to a sitidy of these popular 
stamps as opposed to mere collection of the obvious gross differences of design 
or perforation alone. 'l'he material was integTated for personal benefit originally 
but was written up because of the many questions collectors have asked concern­
ing recuttings on No. 33 or No. 44, or both. 

If this study is to be helpful to the average collector, much of the detail of 
Dr. Chase's book must be ignored. It is in order, however, to paint a few bold 
strokes of historical background. The imperforate and perforate 3c stamps of 
1851 and 1857, Scott's numbers 33 and 44, were given birth by act of Con­
gress, March 3, 1851, when the domestic rate was reduced. The "5 and 10 " 
set of 1847 was followed by a set of eight stamps, only three of which (the le, 
3c and 12c values ) appeared in 1851. The reduced rate and the commoner 3c 
imperforate No. 33 were popular from the start . Th e Houdon statue of Wash­
ington, the same as was used for our bicentennial issue and which is in the 
Virginia state capitol at Richmond, made a splendid vignette for the intricate 
background of the '' tassellated frame, terminating in each of the four corners 
~ith a fine lathe-work rosette.'' 'l'he makers, Toppan, Carpenter , Casilear & 
Go., maintained their r eputation for fine work despite the intricacy of the de­
sign and the many details of manufacture. 'l'h e m edalli.011. was either engraved 
directly on the die block or rocked in from a transfer roll. 'l'he 1·osettes were, 
rocked in from one transfer roll and the tassella.ted wo~·k from another. Then 
the design was completed on the original die block by adding the triangles, 
labels, diamond blocks, lines, and any retouching needed-all by hand. This 
last step- retouching-furnishes the focus for the greater part of what is said 
herein. 

For rough comparison we may think of 40 % of the printed stamps being 
issued imperforate. Th ere were about 862 million of No. 83 as against about 
658 million of No. 44. This is in line with the introduction of perforations to 
make separation of the stamps easier. These billion or so stamps were printed 
from twenty-nine plates numbered from 1 to 28 inclusive and one unnumbered 
plate designated as 0. The first and imperforate issue, No. 33, was printed from 
only nine plates and so may show more r e-cutting as these pla tes were obviously 
very severely used. They were plates 0 and 1 to 8 inclusive. In addition, plates 
2 to 8 were alsQ used for printing stamps which were subseq uentl y p erforated. 
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H ence the burden on-these first nine plates was very heavy. The other twenty 
plates, numbers 9 to 28 inclusive, were used for the later No. 44 only. (In 
speaking of No. 44, we shall hereafter think of Type I as being from plates 2 to 8 
and Type II as being from plates 9 to 28 inclusive; 1857 issue. ) 

As indicated, it is remarkable that our stamps can be printed as much 
alike to superficial examination, at least , when we consider the many steps in­
volved. It is safe to say that not a single copy of either No. 33 or No. 44 exists 
as the desig·n was originally rocked onto the plate by the transfer rolls. Chase 
says that ''every stamp on every 3c 1851-57 plate shows r e-cutting at least to 
the extent of two or more of the frame lines.'' This naturally makes us wonder 
what kinds of plate varieties are to be found. 'l'here are five general types: 

1. Shifted tra nsfers: More than 1 25 on one type and over 100 on the other. 
2. Short transfers: Caused by imperfect rocking in of t he d esign by the 

transfer rolls. (Note A). 
3. Cracked plates: On pla t e 5 only we can find four . (Note B). 
4. Flaws: Other than cracks , such as the famous faulty toga-button. 

(Note C). 
5. R e-cuttings : Hand r e-tou ching on the plate to str engthe n by giving 

depth to a line or lines. May be done either before use 
or later . 

This study limits itself to varieties of r e-cutt ing. There are several r easons 
for this limitation. In the first place, the amount and nature of re-cutting gave 
each plate its individuality . The compensation for poor t ransfer work by r e­
cutting was always done in an effort to bring a plate near er to the ideal stand­
ard, but this hand cutting came to be the philatelic signature of stamps from 
each plate for on each plate the r e-cutting was differ ent and can be distinguished 
from that on other plates. H ence the student is able to identify copies of these 
stamps and tell from which plates they were printed. This in turn makes 
"plating" or the reconstruction of plates by stamps printed from such plates 
possible. Before we go into the details of the identifying r e-cuts it is in order 
to study the possibilities for r e-cutting and note the r elative frequency with 
which the various parts were gone over by band. 

In studying the following diagram, note that the key arranges the frequency 
of re-cut parts from "never" to "always"-from 0 to 100% frequency of re­
cutting. As Chase states, the two side frame lines at least, are alwa.ys r e-cut. 
This is true of no other part of the design. 

Th e imperforate No. 33 shows two general types of recutting: with and 
without the inner line. Plates 0, 1, 2, 3, and 5 show one or both inner lines re­
cut (except for a few from plate 1, early and intermediate stages). Plates 4, 
6, 7, and 8 show neither inner line r ecut. 

Normally, No. 33 shows all four frame lines, the two inner lines, the tops 
of the upper label and right diamond blocks r ecut. The second group of No. 
33 shows r ecutting only of the four frame lines, with some exceptions. (Note 
D ). It is commonly stated that the perforated issues show r ecutting other than 
the always-recut side lines. 'l'his does not take account of the issues printed 
from plates 2 (late) to 8 inclusive, which appear as o. 43 (Scott's Type I ). It 
could be only generally true if we were dealing with so-called '' normal'' varie­
ties of r ecutting and ignoring those caused accidentally. Chase listed, from 
his completely r e-constructed plates, all the varieties of which we now have 
r ecord. To indicate the complexity of our Chinese puzzle, her e is a list, modifi ed 
from Chase (pages 65-67 ), of both normal and error types of r ecutting the 
plates for U. S. No. 33, th e imperforate stamp. (Some are also found on U. S. 
No. 43 ) . 
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0 1A.GR"'M 1 REL ... TI VL fRE~EN<:.Y / Rl'.CUTTI NG 

-t(e VARIOUS PART S .:I~ Df;SI G N 

(Ada pte d f r o m C h as e , Figures 1 3 a nd 51.) 

I. NORMAL RECU'L"l'ING: 

A . On stamps \ Vl'L'H inn er· lines: 

1. 4 fram e , 2 inner, top of upper label block, and top upper right diamond 
block. 

2. 1 inner line, or half one inner line, or 1 inner line a nd half another. 
3. 1, 2, 3, or 5 ver·tical lines in the upper left triangle . 
4. 1 lin e in lowe r right triangle . 
5 . 1 or 2 lines in lowe r right triangle. 
6. 1 line in upper right triangle, but not continuous with the inner line. 
7. Top uppe r left diamond block. 
8. Bottom lower left diamond block. 
9. Bottom lower right diamond block. 

10. Bottom lower label block. 

B. On stamps \ VITHOUT inner· lines: 

1. 3 or 4 frame line s only. 
2. Top uppe r or bottom lower label blocks. 
3. Top upper right or bottom lower right diamond bloc ks . 
4. Lines on the bust. 
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II. ERRORS OF RE(J(JTTING: 

A. On strunps \VITH inner lines : 

1. Any fra m e line which runs t oo fa r beyond corne r . 
2. Fra m e lines fail to m eet at a n y corne r . 
3. A ny crooked fra m e line. 
4. Top or bottom fr a m e line too c lose t o or fa r fro m des ig n . 
5 . Split in a ny of the four fram e Jines. 
6. Le ft or rig h t fra m e line too fa r fro m t h e ir in n er lines. 
7 . Same, but t oo close togethe r . 
8 . E i th er inne r line crooked . 
9. L e ft or r ig ht inner line running too fa r up or down. 

10 . U ppe r la be l block joined w ith uppe r left, uppe r rig h t; or lower rig h t 
dia mond block joined with lowe r la be l block . 

11. Top fra m e line turns downwa rd a nd runs to upper le f t corne r of upper 
left dia mond block and not to left fra m e line. 

1 2. Line connec ting t o p of uppe r rig ht diamond block of o ne stamp with top 
of upper le ft dia mond block and the labe l of a djoining s ta mp. 

B. On s tamps \Vl'L'HOU'.r inner fl'a.me lines : 

1. Any of th e fram e lines runnin g t oo fa r beyond the corne r or fa iling to 
m eet at corner . 

2. Le ft fram e line split at va rious places . 
3. Left frame line extre m e ly fa int a nd ver y close to des ig n. 
4. Right fra m e line partly doubled. 
5. Top o r bottom fra m e line too fa r from o r too close to t h e label bloc k . 
6. Any crooked fram e line . 
7. Line connec ting uppe r la be l block a nd uppe r rig ht tria ngle a t t op. 
8. Sa m e, but r epeating aga in a t bottom. 
9. Line joining the lowe r la be l with lowe r right dia mond block . 

10 . Many slips of the engraver 's tool. 

Such a listing may seem imposing indeed; but it is only a part of t he mass 
of detail unearthed by Chase and other s: .B'or example, he offers a table to 
show the degr ee of r arity of some varieties and combinations, upon which he 
estimates the value which may be assigned. H e finds 31 in a million show '' no 
inner lines, one line recut in the upper left t riangle and two horizontal lines recut 
at top of the upper r ight diamond block,'' 58 in a million show the '' lower l~ft 
diamond block r ecu t , '' and so on. But we have no need for such complexities 
in this mor e elementary study. W e are only concerned with .a description and 
illustration of typical r ecuttings. . 

The history of each plate is known in all its details. (Chase gives four teen 
crit.eria to determine a given plate: date made, conditions (early, late, in terme­
diate), earlier use, number p r in ted as index of r arity, amoun t of wear shown, 
transfer rolls and r eliefs used , imprint and plate number , center line data, 
spacing and alignment, types and sub-types fo und, shifted transfers, cracks, 
r ecutting, and other plate varieties. ) Our purpose is to understand typi cal 
r ecuttings wher ever found. Diagr am 2 shows specimens of typical recuttings. 

On stamp '' A-1 ' ' note that all four frame lines and the two inner lines a re 
r e-cut, but also the top upper label block and the top of the upper right dia­
mond block. In " A-2 " only the right inner lin e (in addition to ·the four frame 
lines ) is recut, while in " A-3" this is r educed to only half the right inner line. 
In '' A-4'' note the four frame line . . half the left inner line, and all the right 
inner line ar e recut. The r e-cutting is marked Yery heavily to give easy con­
trast. Now you will better understand that long list of " normal " recut tings. 

The next illustrations will be mor e varied and show many er ror s of re-cut­
ting as well as many normal varieties. First ' ''e shall note the r ecutting of inner 
lines on the " plate 10 group." · 
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Di:11.;;1·:11u 2. Ex:uu11l es o f Couunon '11y p t:s of R ecu tting. 

(Ad a pted from C h a se, Fig. 52.) 

It is very difficult to show the difference between ear ly and late subjects 
from the plate ten group by means of illustrations, but possibly diagrams 3 and 
4 may be helpful. Usually the difference can be shown by contrasting the dark­
er and lighter lines or in split or double frame or inner lines. In the following 
diagrams, the right sides of the stamps are paired in order to try to bring out 
r ecuttings of the inner frame lin es alone. The need for considerable study 
with many specimens of these stamps and with a good glass and light is recog­
nized, and diagrams 3 and 4 are not able to more than suggest th e differences 
to he found . 

Perhaps th e r eader has already asked himself, "Why both er " with all this 
detailed study of stamps 1 'fhe first is the ideal: know your stamps. There is a 
decided difference between th e hunter of ''scratches and fly-specks'' and the 
car eful study of th e identifying differences of stamps printed from various 
plates. It is as inter esting and important to the philatelist as reading ridges 
and whorls is to the detective faced with equally identifying differences of a 
given fingerprint or typing various samples of blood is to the serologist about 
to assist in a ca reful blood transfusion. Secondly, there is the ever-present 
matter of relative rarity which in turn means differences in value of the com-
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Type 
AE& AL 
JQL JQE&L 

Type 
FE& FL 

Type 
BE& BL 

ZORJJE&L 

Type 
GE&GL 

T ype 
o : & CL 

. ' 

Type 
DE & Qr, 

Type 
J-IE& 1-IL 

50 R ( (E&L 

Type 
EE & EL 

Type 
IE& (L 

Diagrinn a.. llee11t inner lines on the Piute 10 grou)t. 

Th e "Plate 10 group" c onsists of pl a t es 10 a nd 11 in three sta g es : early, interme ­
diate, a nd l a t e . Th e r e - c uttings a r e m a rked ove r h eav il y t o bring o ut the h a nd-wo rk of 
re-cutting by contra st in th e earl y a nd late sta g e s only. 

(Ad a pte d from Ch a s e, Fig. 92.) 

moner . varieties and the rarer types of recutting. Th e catalog gives a part of 
the story·; Dr. Chase worked out relative rarity in an elaborate analysis of 
many stamps examined. But lest we give the impression that a fortune awaits 
the student of these stamps and the successful completion of ''plating'' or re­
constructing the complete plate from singles and strips and blocks, one nation­
ally known student of these stamps has estimated that the market value of 
plates 0 to 8 inclusive have a range from approximately $230 for plate 2 in the 
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Type JE 
Should also ex­

ist L but has 
not been seen. 

T ype K<L ?) 
Also a strong 
double trans-

Type 
QE&QL 
5LIQE&L 

Also a slight 
double transfer. 

fer. 

Type 
PF.& PL 

17RJQE&L 

Type 
LE& LL 

Type 
ME&ML 
79L JQE&L 

Type 
RF. & RL 

T o the left of 
Type Don 
the plate. 

Type 
NF.&NL 
Top row 
Pla te 11. 

Type 
SE& SL 

22RJQE&L 

Diugrnru 4. Recut inner lines in the Piute 10 g ·roup. (Continut"(l.) 

(Adapted from C h ase, Fig. 93.) 

late state to $542 for plate 0. 'rhese prices are entirely arbitrary and tentative, 
of course. Similarly, proof of a first-day cover bearing No. 33 would not be 
easy; only some six to ten or so covers so used on July 1, 1851 are known. Only 
plate No. 1, early state, was in use July 1, 1851 and it was r emoved from use 
and the designs r e-entered to change it to the intermediate state on August 1, 
1851-just a month later. The student of o. 33 who can identify the plate 
from which a copy was printed can make positive identification of a first day 
cover by his knowledge of the dates during which the various plates were used. 
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Type A 
58Rl5 

Type E 
69L ( 1 ~?) 

Type B 
59R l 5 

Type F 
19L (15?) 

Type C 
59L \ 15 ?) 

Type G 
Plate position 

unknown. 

Type D 
Plate position 

unknown. 
5 lines recut in 
upper left tri­

angle. 

Type j 
57 Rl5 

Dit1 J;;r:11n 5. R eeu t ti:' Ull!~; l es . P iu te 9 to 13 group. 

Th e l'ec ut lines h ave b ee n st1·ength en ed for c ontrast. 

(Ad a pted from Ch ase, Fig. 94.) 

Having noted something of the re-cutting of the inn er lines, we now ex­
amine Diagram 5 to make th e catalog notation '' 5 lines recut in upper left 
triangle" clearer. (See Type D of this diagram ) . 'l'h e stor y seems clear, save 
for one type of re-cutting : on Diagram l we locate the upper triangles as being 
above the upper rosettes. Now on Diagram 3 note not only the short vertical 
dashes r ecut in the small upper triangles, but larger dashes just below the up­
per rosettes. The r ecutting in the triangles themselves is what "recut triangles" 
means. The other dashes are often very common and certainly more extensive. 
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Additional Notes. 

Note A. In addition to the four or more cracks found on plate 5, late stat~, 
Chase classes 10 R 2L as a crack rather than as a '' recut button.'' Plate 2, late 
state, has another position sho,ving a line across the button which may be a 
crack. 

Note B. The "gash on shoulder " yariety comes from four positions on 
plates from transfer relief '' C '' which had a fl.aw which showed up on every 
plate position where it was used, as in th e top row positions of plates 4, 6, 7, 
and. 8, and irregularly in some of the others as the "orange browns." 

Note C. All recutting was done before plates were put into use. For ex­
ample, no stamps were printed from plate 1, late state, both before and after 
r ecutting. Its first or early state gave way to the intermediate state when the 
plate was taken out of service, the designs r e-entered, and printing resumed. 
Finally, the plate was withdrawn again, designs re-entered again, and all posi­
tions strongly r ecut to make th e late stage printings as we now know them. 

(Spec ial th a nks are due Mr. L e o. J. Sha ughnessy of Sharon, Pa. for the a bove notes 
and oth er h e ldful suggest ions in th e p1· e paration of t hi s bri ~f monograph.) 
A Cancellation Stamp "Before Being' 
Lettered" Used in Reggio Emilia 

in June 1859 
By DOCTOR EMILIO DIEN A. 

Translated by A. F. LIPARI from " Il Corriere Filateliroi," January 31, 1937. 

A S is well known, engravers and lovers of engraving call as prints which are 
made before the plates have been engraved with the wording or legend, 

· - "before being lettered. " Therefore it seems appropriate to refer to a 
·Cancellation stamp which has been temporarily used before it has had the word• 
ing engraved on it by the same term. I refer to the circular Reggio cancellation 
stamp, 24 mm. in diameter, and which has in its center the Savoy shield with the 
royal crown over it. POST A LE'rTERE in small capital letters had not been 
engraved on the top nor REGGIO at the bottom. 'l'he stamp is of brass with a 
'Wooden handle. 

It is not difficult to give the reasons which induced the Post Office of Reggio 
Emilia to use this stamp before it bad been lettered as above noted. Such special 
use bas not been mentioned so far by the specialists, but the use at Modena and 
at Reggio in the latter half of Jun e 1859 of a cancellation stamp bearing the 
Savoy coat of arms for each of these offices was first mentioned by my late and 
beloved brother in an article he wrote in 1878.* 

Following the advances of the :B'ranco-Italian troops which ended with the 
-victories at Magenta and at Melegnano (June 4 and 8) and after the entry in 
Milan of the two allied Sovereigns, the Duke Francis V of Austria-Este, on the 
morning of June 11, left Modena and r epaired with a large part of his followers 
io Mantua, from whence be later went to Castello of the Cattajo, in the vain 
hope of again r etrieving his Duchy. 

A Provisibnal Regency- last r esort of the ducal r egime-was established on 
i he same date, but. it lasted only two days. A municipal government followed 

•Les timbres du Duc h e d e M ode n e, obllter,<;s 1mr d es c a c h e t s a u.-,.: A rmes d e Sa voi e in 
"'Ml!moires du Congres international d es timbrophiles, Session d e P aris, 1878." (Neullly 
.Sur-Seine, 1880). 
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on June 13, which prescribed that" all coat of arms of the defunct Government 
be definitely lowered." On June 15, the Provisional Commissariat ordered all 
public agencies to do away with all stamping of the past Government and secure 
immediately new ones bearing the emblem of the Sardinian Government. This 
order was later confirmed by a dictatorial decree of September 2. 

The Postmaster General at Modena and the Post office at Reggio followed 
these orders at once and secured a special cancellation stamp for Modena and 
one for Reggio which were to be used for cancelling stamps and in this way dis­
placed the Este eagle with the Savoy emblem so as to render in a measure the 
use of the ducal stamps bearable, while awaiting a new issue. 

In my book on the stamps of Modena and the Modense Provinces (Modena 
1894 ) I mentioned these cancellation stamps and indicated that the earliest use 
of the Modena cancellation stamp that I had been able to ascertain was June 21 
and for that of Reggio, was June 27th following. 

l;ater r esearches have not yielded earlier dates than June 21st. Inasmuch 
as I have found that the cancellation stamp with the Savoy emblem was not put 
out until the 18th, it may be possible that use of the stamps was made on June 
19th or 20th, but not before. 

The stamp was placed in use on the other hand, at Reggio on June 17th, 
namely only six days after the Duke "had temporarily taken leave of his sub­
jects." 

No. 1. 

I note from Fig. 1 that in addition to the postmark in gray-black on the 
stamp (oily ink ) another mark was made on the cover. However, I know only 
one cover with such double mark. 

I am inclined to believe that the stamp was used at Reggio from the after­
noon of June 17, in as much as I have another cover of the same date on which 
the stamp was cancelled with the 6 parallel line postmark. This opinion is back­
ed by the notation on cover "After departure" (Fig . 1) (Dopo la Partenza) . 

The omission of the legend between the two circles is apparent. I have two 
other covers, one of June 21 and the other of the 22nd (Fig. 2) which bear out 
thi" omission. The legend appears on the 25th but I cannot exclude the possi­
bility that it appeared two days before. Further researches may clear up this 
point. In any case it may be stated that the ''before being lettered'' stamp, as 
I have chosen to call it, lasted at the most 8 days. 

I have seen several covers with the stamps cancelled during this brief period 
with the six line postmark, among which there is one dated June 24th. Fur­
thermore, we must consider the fact that the stamp was held by the engraver to 
add the legend to it. 

Some may want to know the value of stamps cancelled by postmarks without 
th·e legend. I would no.t dare to express an opinion on the matter, but the fact 
that the use of the stamp without the legend lasted, as we have seen, not more 
than 8 days and probably less, indicates its rarity, without mentioning the ex­
ceptional interest it bears. 

It is needless to r emind the collector that it is preferable to secure specimens 
·On entir es. I know only two values thus cancelled--5 and 25 cent. While on the 
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Xo. 2 . 

.subject, I may add that the rarity of the ducal stamps cancelled with t he Reggio 
postmark is in the following order: 10, 5, 25, 15, 40 cent., 1 lira. 

The 10 cen t holds first place because with the introduction of the uniform 20 
·Cent rate it brought about the frequent use of two copies of the 10 cent on the 
same cover. I know of only five or six specimens of t he 1 lira, among which 
there is only one entire r egister ed letter (August 15th ) . 

This rarity progressive scale may serve also for t he ducal stamps used at 
Modena (Savoy emblem between 9 horizontal parallel lines, 32 mm. long ) but 
1 have never seen the 1 lira stamp thus cancelled. 

Although the entire cancellation of Reggio is known to the specialists, I con­
.sider it advisable to reproduce it. It would have been better to have illustrated 
a ducal stamp with t his postmark, but the ligh t marks due to the quality of the 
ink, do not permit its reproduction. I have therefore preferred to show a stamp 
-0f the provisional issue (F ig. 3). 

No. a. 

Th e brass stamp used at Reggio during this historical period is sti ll in exist­
€nce and is preserved in the Italian Postal lVIuseum. lt is however somewhat out 
-0f shape and nicked, due no doubt to the great number of t imes it was dropped. 
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The Chinese Air Post 
1920-1935 

By JAMES STARR, F . R. P . S. I.1., AN D SnrnEL J . l\IILLS. 

Drawings by James Sta rr. Photog r a phs by George S. G. Cavendish . 

(Con t i nu ed from page 121. ) 

ADDENDA. 

We are in r eceipt of the following information from various sources since the 
differ ent sect ions of the article have been published. 

Tientsin-Peking Flight, ( 1 ) 

May 7, 1920. 

Exception is taken to the t itle, our informant claiming it should rearl 
'Peking-Tientsin ' as the plane left the aerodrome of Nan-Yuan at 9.40 A. M. and 
the mail was distributed at Tientsin at 11 A. M. The plane r eturned from 
Tientsin the same day and the mail was distributed a t P eking a t about 6.30 P . M. 
Our infqrmant further sta tes th at he has photographs of covers carried in each 
direction and also p ress articles giving the part iculars. 

Moukden-Newchwang Flight, (8
) 

May 6, 1924. 

W e have received from Dr. Ruland th e fo llowing informat ion :-

POSTAL NOTIFICATION NO . 8 1 

The public is h e r e by notified tha t a ccording t o informa tion r eceived from the 
Manchuria Ae ronautic Department , the Moukden-Newchwang airmail service will 
commen ce on 1st April , 1924 . The a irpla n e will leave Moukde n a t 10 A. M. ever y 
Tuesday and F'riday, and leave Ne wchwang at 10 A. M. every W ednesda y and Satur­
day. 

F eng Tien Distric t H ead Office 
Moukden, 25th March , 1924 

N . J . BLIX 
Pos t a l Commissioner. 

Dr. Ruland states that although he has never seen a cover dated April 1st, 
he hail r eason to believe the service opened at t hat time as he secured covers 
dated early in April. H e also states that the service was maintained fairly regu­
larly on the above schedule until sometime in June when it was discontinued. H e 
further states that he sent cover s to the Postmasters at Newchwang and Moukden 
at intervals of three weeks and the postmarks indicate that they were carried 
according to schedule and that no special cachet was ever provided for the 
service. 

Upon discontinuance of the service, airmail stamps were withdrawn from 
sale at the Moukden and Newchwang offices, the only ones where they had been 
on sale. 

ln r egard to the essay shown in F'igure 11, F . J. Field states, " I have seen a 
set of three stamps imperf orate and without the ' specimen ' overprints ". 

On February 19, 1937, we r eceived from Canton, under date of January 24, 
1937, a letter from a correspondent who gives us the following information. H e 
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is not at liberty to disclose the source of it but states it is absolutely reliable 
and he has the proof in his files. 

"This service was actually inaugurated on the first of April, 1924. The plane 
left Moukden at 10 A. M. every Tuesday and Friday and returned from Newchwang 
every Wednesday and Saturday at the same hour. It required two hours to make 
the flight. 

"As early as April second a damaged plane necessitated the forwarding of mail 
from Newchwang by train. There were many irregularities of the service when, 
through accidents or other delays, the plane was unable to operate, and mail pre­
pared for the air service was dispatched by train, and if the postal cancellations 
were correctly applied it would be only by looking at the times that it would be pos­
sible to ascertain if the cover was carried by the plane or by train . 

" On and after May 2, 1924 , wherever possible, the return trip was made on 
the same day and the service was suspended at the end of June, 1924." 

Shanghai-Nanking Section, (14 , 15• 
16

• 
17

) 

July 8, 1929. 

On page 156 it is stated that the green chop was used at the flying field at 
Nanking. We are advised by Mr. Chollot, under date of November 30, 1936, 
that it now appears that the green chop was applied at the Aviation Department 
of the Ministry of Communications at Nanking, more or less as a souvenir for 
the occasion, _;md it does not seem certain that any covers on which it was 
applied were actually fl.own, although the cover he saw had the stamps duly 
cancelled with it. 

He states that the Post Office contends that they only used ordinary black 
ink chops and he further states that until a cover is seen with the correct cach?t 
of arrival at Shanghai, letters carrying the green chop should be considered 
ca ncelled to order as souvenirs of the occasion. 

Referring to the inverted date in the souvenir chop we have been asked 
whether this is to be found only on letters dated July 8 or also on those of the 
9th and 10th. 

We would state that all covers we have seen were dated July 8 and conse­
quently we have only seen inverts of that date. If an inverted date is to be 
found on the first day cover it is probable that it will be found on the covers 
dated th e second and third days but again we cannot definitely state that it is. 

Under date of March 5, I937, Mr. Chollot writes that he is now informed 
that the error in date only occurred at the Shanghai post office on the first day 
and that for a '' short period.'' 

Von Gronau Round-the-World Flight, (64 ) 

The text states that ''not being a regular postal route, airmail stamps were 
not used on the covers''. We are advised that the above statement should read 
''not generally used'' as our informant says he bas one cover, autographed by 
Captain Von Gronau, which bears a 45 cents airmail stamp of the 1929 issue 
and is duly cancelled Shanghai 24th September, 1932, and Manila a stated. 
This letter was addressed to W. Bruggman, well-known collector and specialist. 

Further details of this flight may be found in the North China Daily News, 
Shanghai, September 24 and 26, 1932. 

Shanghai-Canton, (82 • BJ, BJ, ) 

October 24, 1933. 

Rf'garding the trial flight of July 7, Mr. Chollot advises that he has "lately 
secured a cover clearly postmarked Canton, 7th July, 1933, 22nd hour (it seems) 
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and backstamped Shanghai, July 8, 18th hour." He states he has no doubt or 
its genuineness. 

Tihwa-Pe,iping. 

In regard to the cover mentioned under figure 34, this letter is addressed 
entirely in Chinese. It was sent to Wan H wan Wen at tLe Peiping National 
University, Peiping. lVIr. Wan was probably a student and had gone home 
which accounts for the fact that the letter was forwarded to Mengtsz. It was 
probably forwarded to Canton via Shanghai over the China National Aviation 
Corporation's lines as the direct Eurasia route from Peiping to Canton bad not 
been opened at that time. 

We have been unable to obtain anv definite information as to whether this 
letter was flown direct from Tihwa t~ Peiping or whether it came over the 
regular Eurasia route to Loyang. 

The question of the flights between Tihwa and Peiping at this time needs 
very intensive investigation. We have been utterly unable to obtain any definite 
confirmation of the rumor that direct flights were made, but by many they are 
considered to have taken place. 

Practically all the non-philatelic airmail from Tihwa went to a firm dealin~ 
in jade, etc. in Tientsin as previously noted. When the Sinkiang Provisionals 
began to be in demand this firm unearthed all the old envelopes in their posses­
sion and sold them, most of the stamps being removed from the covers or sold 
with small pieces of the covers attached, and almost all of them were of the 
5 cents and 10 cents values. 

Dr. Ruland states (January 20, 1937) "From covers I have it is obviow; 
that the reason for the introduction of the 5 cents and 10 cents airmails was not 
to supplement the use of the 15 cents and 30 cents by an increase of rate to 20 
cents and 40 cents. In fact, you never see the two issues on cover in combination. 
The early issues were withdrawn and out of sale when the second lower two 
values were issued. The new rate was $1.00 to China proper and 50 cents to 
Kansu You always find the 10 cents in combination with 90 cents regular 
airmail stamps. When these stamps were issued the regular airmail stamps were 
available, but the $1.00 value had not been issued nor the 50 cents. This is the 
reason for their later issuance. '' 

Dr. Ruland means that . the new rate of $1.00 to China proper is the rate 
from Tihwa in Sinkiang Province to the main part of China, and the 50 cents is 
to the neighboring province of Kansu. 

Vicompte De Sibour, (62
) 

Peiping-Paris, France, 

August 25, 1932. 
Under date of February 28, 1937, we received from a correspondent (who 

is absolutely in position to know but cannot have his name mentioned) the fol­
lowing information : 

He writes ''the statement of Mr. Field to Mr. Ruland that the de Sibour 
flight had a 'semi-official character' is not correct.'' Our correspondent was in 
Peiping at the time and knew Sihour and his wife. Sibour and the French 
Minister were very anxious to -carry mail on this trip and applied to the Directo­
rate at Nanking for authority to carry the mail but no reply was forthcoming. 
Our correspondent prepared a number of covers. The bag was made up, or at 
any rate everything was prepared, the day before the flight, but as no authority 
had come from Nanking (although the flight was sanctioned by the Peiping 
Commissioner), the Legation and Madame de Sibour were adYised that no of­
ficial mail could be carried. l;ate that afternoon a wire from Nanking arrived 
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stating "that mail must on no account be made up and handed over, as until 
arrangements had been made with intermediate countries (Soviet) no mail 
could be sent across their territory.'' He states that his own covers, therefore, 
;;ere torn up an~ that no mail was sent from the post office, and goes on to say 

I see that de S1bour did carry covers; I have seen one in ... . collection.'' 
We are compelled to conclude from the above that this flight was entirely 

unofficial as far as mail-carrying was concerned. • 

POSTSCRIPT. 

CHINESE AIRPOST EVENTS OF 1936. 

The outstanding event of this year was the establishment of two through 
routes from China to Europe. One of these can by no means be considered as 
belonging to the Chinese Postal Service as it is a strictly British route from 
Hongkong to London. The other was a combined route from Canton to Hanoi, 
flown by the Southwestern Aviation Corporation, where it connected with the 
French line to Marseilles. Both, however, are so intimately connected with the 
Airpost of China that we feel they should be included in the article. 

In North China very little of note has been brought to our observation 
during the year. 

The Philadelphia Inquirer under date of October 18, 1936, states: 

"Japan's long-held wish to establish airlines to China was reported today by 
Chinese newspapers to have been fulfilled . 

"General Sung Cheh Yuan, chairman of the political council governing the semi­
autonomous Hopei and Chahar provinces, signed an agreement at Peiping with Jap­
anese representatives providing for establishing of air routes between several North 
China points and Japan, the newspapers said. 

"Cities in Shantung province, south of Hopei, were reported to be included in 
the plan. 

"The agreement, the newspapers added, specifies formation of a Sino-Japa­
nese corporation in which Chinese would retain control of a majority of the stock. 
Thus, it would be organized on a basis similar to that of the China National Avia­
tion Corporation, which operates airlines throughout China and in which American 
interests own 45 per cent. of the stock." 

We have received absolutely no other information on the above Sino-J apa­
nese line and give the above for what it is worth. 

In South China, however, there was much more activity and the year opened 
with a great dispute between the China National Aviation Corporation and the 
Southwestern Aviation Corporation as to which of them should have the privilege 
of flying the Chinese mail from Canton to Hanoi to make connection with the 
''Air France'' line to France. 

CHINA NATIONAL AVIATION CORPORATION'S LINES. 

Canton-Fort Bayard-Hanoi Route, ( 11 s. 11
•. 

11 5
) 

Trial Flight, February 14, 1936. 

With the growth of the Chinese airmail, the postal authorities were exceed­
ingly anxious to establish a through route from China to Western Europe. The 
first effort resulted in the Eurasia Aviation Corporation's Transsiberian Route 
which had to be abandoned after a few months' existence. 

The second attempt was made by the same Company via Tihwa, Tchukuchak 
and Central Asia. This also had to be scrapped on account of domestic dis-
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turbances in Sinkiang and Mongolia . Th e r emaining possibility was via a con­
nection with the French '' Air France'' line at Hanoi , and on F ebruary 12, 1936, 
the following notification wa s published in the Chinese papers: 

" NOTIFICATION No. 1490. 

Canton-Hanoi air m a il line, in a ugura tion of, notifying; internation a l air correspond­
ence superscribed "Via H anoi " concernin g . 

The public is h er eby not ified th a t a direct weekly a ir m a il service from Canton 
to Hanoi via Kwangchowan * and vice v ersa w ill b e es ta blis h ed fr om the 14th F eb­
ruary, 19 3 6. 

Linking a t Hanoi wi t h th e H a noi-Ma rseilles a ir m a il se rvice, the Cant.on-Hanoi 
line will serve as interm ediary b etween the Chinese a nd th e Fren ch a ir mail servi ces 
and will thus enable th e air correspondence orig inating in any place in China t o 
r each its destination in South Asia, Europe and b eyond within comparatively short 
time. 

The first a eropla n e of this n ew line will fl y from Canton t o H a noi on the 14th 
F ebrua ry, 19 3 6. From that date, aeropla n e will leave Canton every Friday. 

Air corresponden ce intended for conveyance by the Canton H a noi air mail line 
must b e superscribed by the sender, on the address side of the enve lope, with the 
annotation "Via Hanoi" or (four Chinese cha racters m eaning the same thing) below 
the usual blue label "Par Avion ." 

In addition to th e usual international ordina ry postage plus r egistration fee , 
if any, air corresponden ce origina ting in any place in China to South Asia, Europe 
and beyond intended for conveyance by the available n a tional air services to Canton 
for onward transmission by the Canton-Hanoi and the Hanoi-Marse illes air mail 
lines is to be provisionally frank ed at the followin g rates which cov er all air fees 
including the domestic air mail tariff irrespective of number of flying zones: 

By air mail services 
from any place in 
China to: 

Kwangchowwan 
Hanoi 
Bangkok 
Rangoon 
Calcutta 
Djask 
Bouchir 
Bagdad 
Damas 
Beyrouth 
Castelrosso 
Athens 
Corfou 
Naples 
Marseilles 
Other places in France 

L .C. & A.O. 
per 5 grs . 
or fraction 
thereof 

$0 .25 
0 .25 
0.30 
0.30 
0.3 5 
0.45 
0. 5 0 
0 .5 0 
0 .55 
0.5 3 
0 .53 
0.60 
0.6~ 
0.63 
0.63 
0.6 3 

By a ir m a il services 
from any place in 
China to : 

Central or Western Europe 
Argentine 
Brazil 
Bolivia 
Chili 
Falkland (Island) 
Paragua y 
Peru 
Uruguay 
Algeria 
Mereco 
Tunis 
Fren ch W est Africa 
B elgian Congo 
Madagascar 
Fren ch Congo 

L.C. & A.O. 
- per 5 grs. 
or fraction 
thereof 

$0 .65 
2.65 
2.35 
2.65 
2.65 
2.65 
2.65 
2.65 
2.65 
0. 75 
0. 7 5 
0. 7 5 
1.00 
1.05 
1.40 
1.05 

These rates are liable to be altered at any tim e. 
On the day before th e first fli ght , 13th F ebrua ry, mails will b e closed at H ead 

Office as follows: 

Post Office , 

R egister ed mail 
Ordinary mail 

Canton, 12th February, 19 36 

9. 30 p. m . 
10 .00 p . m . 

F. A. NIXON 
Director of Posts for Kwangtung ." 

A few days prior to this the China National Aviation Corporation published 
a new time-table, effective as of F ebruary 13, 1936, in which was given their 
already established route from Shanghai to Canton , and the n ew route, Canton­
Hanoi via Fort Bayard. According to this, planes would leave Canton at 6 :30 
in the morning, reach Fort Bayard at 8 :30, leave at 8 :50, arrive at Hanoi a t 

Ed. Note-Kwa ngch ow a n (th e correc t s p e lling is KWA NGCHOWWAN. It is the s ame 
place as Fort B a y a rd) is a v ery sma ll Fre n ch Conc ession a t th e t op of th e ea st sid e of th e 
p e nins ula, running down t o H a ina n I s l a nd . 
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11 :15. Returning, they left Hanoi at noon , arrived at Fort Bayard 3:t 2 :25, . 
left at 2 :45 and r eached Canton at 4 :1:1:0. East and \Vest-bound service was 
scheduled to run every Friday. A foot-note on the time-table states "The C?m­
pany provides no meals and water on plane. Passenger s are ther efore advised 
to bring th eir own food with them. ' ' . . . 

Suecial souvenir coYers fo r this flight were provided by the Aviation Com­
pany. - At the upper left corner is a map showing the countries t ransversed, in 

F ig-. 48. 'l' ri:.I F lig li t Canton-H_nnoi So1n•e 11h· Coyer. 

gr een with a na r row black border. To th e right of this is a vertical label in 
Chin ef=e meaning ' ' To Commemorate the Opening of Continuous Air Servic~ 
Be~ ween China and France". 

The plane left Canton on Friday morn ing, F ebruary 14, and arrived at 
F ort Bayard (K wangchowwan ) an hour and three-quarter s later . 

One cover we have wa s mailed at Shanghai and is franked with a pair of thc­
third issue 50 cents air stamps and a 15 cents air stamp of th e second issue. 
These are postmarked with th e ordinary Slrnnghai cancellation . The postmark 
reads F ebruary (date illegible) 1936, 18th hour, in addition to which they bear 
thr special chop fo r this fli ght as shown in Fig. 48A which is in black ink. On 

the propeller blades, r eading from the right, ar e th e Chinese character s meaning 
"Commemorating th e Opening Flight Between Canton and Hanoi". Above 
and below th e blades in the center of the circle are th e characters for Canton. 

The second cover, an ordinary envelope, was mailed in Canton and is 
franked by a $1 stamp of the New Life Movement issue which is cancelled by 
thr same special postmark as described above. 
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PAR AVION 

~ . 
' · ~. P A}t . AVION 

... ( . .. ~ . l . J l • 

1 'No. 11283 

Fer First Through Ai rl!ail 
C.N.A.C. & Ai r- France. 

F ig ·. 49 . 'r r ial F li g h t C:tnton- •I:tuo i. 

I ·CE POS TPoNED 
STEAMER TO 

Our information is that covers ''received the ordinary backstamp, plus a 
four-line cachet (on the r everse) reading ''Premier voyage ligne aeroenne 
Canton-Hanoi escale de Fort Bayard". This, if a fact, must refer to mail de­
livered at Fort Bayard as th ere is no such backstamp on either of our covers. 

Owing to inclement weather the plane was unable to leave fort Bayard in 
time to make the Hanoi conn ection and so it returned to Canton on the following 
iVIonday . It is said that mail carri ed on the r eturn trip had the Fort Bayarcl 
cachet on the front and was cancelled " 15.2.36 ". This mail was backstamped 
at Canton 17.2.25.16, or February 17, 1936, 4 P. l\I. 

The above r emarks in regard to backstamps and new cancellat ions evidently 
refer to mail which was posted at Fort Bayard for the return flight. Mail 
carried on the outbound flight from Canton fo r points beyond Fort Bayard was 
brought back to Canton on the retnrn flight of F ebruary 17 without, as far as 
we can see from our cover s, any postal markings at all applied at Fort Bayard. 

It is said that this r eturned mail was forwarded to Europe by steamer but 
this is not an entirely accurate statement, for this returned mail was held at 
Canton for three weeks. During this period three attempts were made to 
despatch this mail, on the :first two of which it was delayed by bad weather 
and on the third it was stopped by the postal authorities as will be r elaterl. 
These statements are proven by the cachets applied to the covers by the postal 
authorities. The :first is an oblong 531/2 x15 mm. r eading " Delayed by Adverse 
W eather, Reforwarded on 21.2.36,'' in r ed ink. F ebruary 21 was the next 
scheduled flight of the plane to conn ect with the 'Air France' line and it is 
evident that the plane failed to go forward on that date because the :figure '21' 
is surcharged with the figure '28' in blue, showing that an effort was made fol" 
th e third flight on the 28th of F ebruary. 

In th e meantime th e Southwestern Aviation Corpora tion had apparentl:v 
filed a protest against th e flying of this route by the China National Aviation 
Corporation and the flight scheduled for February 28 by the latter company 
was prevented from taking place. 
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The South China Morning Post of Hongkong for F ebruary 29, states: 

"The China. Aviation plane "Fukien," which arrived h er e yesterday carrying 
full load of mails for H a noi, was detained yesterday at Ta i Sha T a u Aerodrome by 
the local Authority h er e, pending settlement of the outstanding dispute b etween the 
China Aviation Corporation and South-west Civil Aviation Company in Canton. 

"The China Aviation has recently obta ined Nanking Government consent to run 
the airway between h er e an d Hanoi , but the a rrangement was opposed by the South 
West Civil Avia tion Company. The latter company cla ims that the former is a Sino­
American organisation, an d should not operate t h e Canton-Hanoi line. 

" W e are informed that the plane was h eld by the officials of t h e Bureau of Pub­
lic Safety. 

" Knowl edge of this was d enied by the Commission er for Fore ign Affairs." 

'fhe Canton Daily Sun of the same day gives the following statement: 

"Quite a sensation was cr eated yesterday when the Canton-Europe air mail 
service was suspended by failure of the "Fukien" (Douglas Dolphin ) to take off on 
its scheduled fiight to H anoi to make connection with "Air Orient" for Marseilles. 

"Three bags of mail were on boa rd the Fukien a mphibian in the morning, and 
local senders of le tters can r eclaim them to-day from the Gen eral Post Office . The 
r est of the m a il posted in Shanghai , and other northern points will be sent back by 
the same m onoplane which will return to Shanghai on Sunday. 

American Ownership 

"Captain Cecil Se llers , veteran air mail pilot, brought the Douglas Dolphin to 
Canton from Shanghai on las t Thursday, F ebruary 27. The Canton-Hanoi service is 
operated by th e China Na tional Aviation Corporation , an organ of the Ministry of 
Communications, but forty per cent. of its shares is owned by the Pan-American 
Airways. 

"It is learned that the Sou th west Aviation Corporation opposes the Canton­
Hanoi se rvice on the ground that the Canton-Europe air mail service was planned 
out by Mr. Liu P ei-chua n , managing direc tor of the South-wes t Corporation. Mr. Liu 
petitioned to the Ministry of Communications for a franchise to carry air mails by 
his plan es from Canton to H a noi vi a Lungchow, W est Kwangsi. 

Unfairness Alleged 

" Instead of a pproving Mr. Liu's scheme, Mr. Chu Chia-hua, t h en Minister of 
Communications, a ssigned the Canton-Ha noi servi ce to the China Na tional Aviation 
Corporation an d made arrangement with the Fren ch line to forward a ir mails from 
Hanoi to Europe. 

"The South-west Aviation Corporation r a ised a strong protest against this ar·­
r a ngem ent , but Minister Chu said that the contract with "Air Orient" was signed 
and could not be changed. The South-west concern was owned by the Kwangtung 
and Kwan gsi Provisiona l Governments. Besides Mr. Liu P ei-chu an , the other two 
directors are Mr. Ou F an g-pu , Provincia l Commissioner of Finance, and Brig. Gen­
eral Wang Shun-chih, r epresentative in Canton for the Fourth Group Army. 

Loca l Agents Silent 

" It wa s not r evealed who ordered the cancellation of the fiight yesterday. Mr. 
Liu Han-yung, agent of the C. N. A. C. could not be r each ed yes t erday, while Mr. 
Liu P ei-cbuan , h ead of the South-west Corporation , is away at the hot spring in 
Chung Fa. Other officials of the co mpa ny d eclined to make a statem ent. 

" Meanwhile, foreign r esidents in Canton hav e to send their air m a ils to Europe 
through K . L. M. which leaves from Singapore to Amsterdam. All such mails are 
forward ed to Singapore and will go through from h ere in twelve days." 

On March 2nd the Canton Daily Swn had the following statement: 

"Ther e was no d etention of the Douglas Dolphin monoplan e of the China Na­
tional Aviation Corporation, although it was not permitted to take off· on Friday 
morning for Hanoi. The machine piloted by Mr. Cecil G. Sellers left h ere at 6 : 3 0 
a. m. yesterday on its scheduled fiight to Shanghai. 

"Reports stating that the monoplane by the police authorities were "flashed" 
abroad from Hong Kong, according to a dispatch from our Hong Kong correspon­
d ent, who added that the "scoop" was secured from the vernacular newspapers ia 
Hong Kong. 
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" 'I made no attei:npt to take off on Friday morning,' Mr. Sellers told a repre­
sentative of this paper on Sunday. 'I was notified at 6 a. m . Friday not to proceed 
to Hanoi, and I didn't.' 

"The pilot said that h e would make a full report to the company upon arriving 
at Shanghai yesterday afternoon. In view of the overcast weather along the China 
coast yesterday, it is possible that the Douglas might have been delayed at the way 
ports. The local agents of the C. N. A. C. declined to say anything. 

Flights Without P ermission 

"It was authoritatively learned that the r ecent trial flights from Canton to 
Hanoi were made without the knowledge a nd permission of the local a uthorities . 
Upon learning of the flights , the Canton authorities advised the Ministry of Com­
munications not to undertake the flight by C. N. A. C. planes but to award the fran­
chise to the South-west Aviation Corporation . 

" The Canton-Hanoi service, as stated in our issue last Saturday, was thought 
out by the Sou th-west Aviation Corporation. It was further learned last night that 
Dr. Chu Chia-hua, the Minister of ·Communications, turned down the petition of the 
South-west for a franchise on the ground that "such a service is not an urgent need" 
but after a month the franchise was awarded to the C. N. A. C. by Dr. Chu. 

South-west Contentions 

" The contention of the South-west Aviation Corporation is that their planes, 
mostly Stinson, have met with no accidents to passengers or to the machines while 
the planes of other two companies though piloted by foreigners, met with several 
fatal crack-ups. It is also pointed that the C. N. A. C. is owned forty-five per cent 
by the Pan-American Airways, Inc., while the South-west is owned and directed · by 
the Kwangtung and Kwangsi governments. 

"Foreign correspondents here were informed that the Ministry of Communica­
tion can assign the operation of the Canton-Hanoi to the South-west company with­
out breaking the contract it signed with "Air Orient." 

The local papers were full of the dispute for a week or more. During all 
this time the original mail for Hanoi was apparently laying at the post-office and 
both our covers received a third chop in red ink. The one on the souvenir cover 
is 7lxl 7 mm. and reads : 

''Air lVIail Service Postponed 
Forwarded by Steamer to 

Singapore for onward trans­
mission by air." 

That on the cover from Canton is 7lxl3 mm. and reads: 

''Air Mail Service Postponed 
l<...,orwarded by Steamer to 

Avoid Delay." 

The souvenir cover received a fourth chop measuring 28x9 mm., in blue, 
reading "Dispatched 6.3.1936," while the Canton cover received the same chop in 
black ink, the "6" being later surcharged with a "9 ". 

On March 7th, the Canton Daily Sun reports: 

"The China National Aviation Corporation has cancelled further flights to Hanoi 
scheduled for yesterday morning. A Douglas Dolphin plane arrived h er e yesterday 
from Shanghai and will return north on Sunday at scheduled time,'' 

and the Soidh China Morning Post of lVIarch 9th, says: 

"Arrangements had been made for the China National Aviation Corporation's 
Douglas Dolphin p lane to proceed from Shanghai to Canton with mail. From Cau­

. ton the mail will be put on board a steamer for Haiphong where it will be placed on 
the train and r ushed to Hanoi some sixty miles away. Ther e it is hoped to connect 
with the 'Air-France' line for Europe." (This apparently was n ever done). 
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On March 10th, the Morning Post of Hongkong stated that the Minister of 
Communications had decided to assign the Canton-Hanoi airmail contract to the 
Southwestern Aviation Corporation and the China National Aviation Corpora­
tion was forced to withdraw from the service. 

While this controversy was going on a British Royal Air Force of seven 
planes, commanded by Air Commodore Sydney Smith, left Singapore on a 7,000 
mile good-will tour to China and Japan. The planes arrived at Hongkong on 
Sunday, F ebruary 16, 1936, carrying mail from Singapore, Manila, Kuching 
and Kudat. Covers from Manila bear a black ink cachet r eading 

Via Flying Boat 
of the 

British R. A. F . 
February 16th. 

Through the co-operation of the Hongkong postal authorities and Air Com­
modore Smith, mail was received at the post office for the ports of Amoy, 
~h>tnghai, Kago hima, and Lake Kasumiguaura, the last two being in Japan, 
about 1000 letters in all, mostly for Shanghai and Japan. 

A special cachet in a double line border was prepared and used, reading : 

By Courtesy Air Flight 
Hong Kong China ,Japan 

Royal Air Force 
Feb. 18th 1936 

This was in purple ink and is the first time a cachet had been used at the 
Hongkong post office. Due to inclement and foggy weather the planes could not. 
leave on the date intended and a considerable delay resulted. 

We ate under the impression that political disturbances prevented the com­
pletion of this flight to Japan and at any rate on March 7th, two of the planes 
left Hongkong for a brief visit to Canton. They arrived about 9 :45 A. M. and 
returned to Hongkong at 3 :45 P. M. the same day. 

Learning of the situation in regard to the delayed mail, Air Commodore 
Smith very kindly volunteered to take the mail addressed for points beyond 
Singapore on his return flight, and the mail left Canton on that day in the 
afternoon. That portion of the returned mail which was addressed to Harn;ii was 
not taken by Commodore Smith as his planes did not touch that point and it wa::; 
shipped to Hanoi by the ordinary route. 

Our souvenir cover bears a notation on the back that it left Canton March 
7th , via Singapore Good-Will R. A. F. Flying boats and it is backstamped at 
Iice but the date is illegible. 

The second cover is backstamped Hanoi, ~larch 13, 1936. 
The controversy between the two aviation companies seems to have been 

settled some time at the end of March as the South China Morning Post on March 
20 says that in taking over the Canton-Hanoi Route, relinquished by the China 
National Aviation Corporation, the Southwestern Aviation Corporation is giving 
the former $180,000 for each of the two new airplanes which are being flown from 
Shanghai so that the route can be opened on April 10 by the latter Company. 

On the first of March, the following notification was published by the China 
National Aviation Corporation: 

AIRMAIL POSTAGE 

To be reduced from March 1st, 1936. 

25 CENTS TO ANY CITY IN CHINA 

For the convenience and the benefit of the public, the present Zone System or 
domestic airmail postage rate will be abolished on February 29, and effective March. 



178 COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
1st the rate of domestic airmail postage between any two cities in China, irrespectiv Cl 
of distance, will be 25 cents per unit of 20 g rams , plus 5 cents ordinary postage. 

S hangh ai-Peiping. 
S hanghai-Ohengtu. 

Chungking-Kunming. 
Shanghai-Canton. 
Canton-Hanoi. 

C. N. A. C. AIR LINES: 

Stops at Nanking, H a ichow, Tsingtao and Tientsin. 
Stops at Nanking, Kiukiang, Hankow, Shas i, Ichang, Wanhsi­
en and Chungking. 
Stops at Kweiyang . 
Stops at W enchow, Foochow, Amoy a nd Swato w. 
Stops at Fort Bayard. Connecting with Air France Lines to 
Europe. (25 cents pe r unit of 5 grams for a irmail letters to 
Hanoi). 

AIRMAIL SAVES TIME 

China National Aviation Corporation 

£1 Canton Roa d , Shanghai. T e. 12955-4-3 

SOUTHWESTERN AVIATION CORPORATION'S LINES. 
While the above mentioned dispute was taking place, the service between 

Kiungchow, (lVIap route 4 ) (Kinchow ) , and Nanning was suspended as per the 
following notice : 

NOTIFICATION NO. 14 93 . 

"With r e fe r e nce to Notification No . 1483, the public is hereby notified that the 
air mail lines between Kiungshan (Kiungchow) and P a khoi, and be tween Pakhoi 
and Nanning are temporarily suspended. Air mail matter for Pakhoi is still accept­
e d but is transmitted by aeroplane to the nearest air-served office to Pakhoi, and 
then forward ed to destination by quick est route. 

Post Office, 
F. A. NIXON, 

Director of Posts of Kwangtung. " 
·Canton, 20th F e b., 1936. 

London-Hongkong Route, ( 116
) 

On March 14, 1936, the first through mail left London and reached Hong­
kong on the 24th at 1 P . M. According to Mekeel 's W eekly Stamp News some of 
the mail was not backstamped until the 27th. The plane used on this flight was 
ihe R. M. A. "Dorado." Normally the mail is carried by the Imperial Airways, 
via Paris, Marseilles, Rome, Brindisi, Athens, Alexandria, Bagdad, Basra, 
·sharjah, Gwadar, Delhi, Cawnpore, Calcutta, and Rangoon to Penang in the 
Malay P eninsula. There it is changed to a smaller plane and carried to Hong­
kong. 

Mail leaves London every Saturday and is due in Hongkong ten days later. 
No official cachet was used from London on the first flight. 

On this flight ten covers were carried from Germany to Hongkong. These 
were cancelled Berlin, March 12, and are backstamped Victoria, Hongkong, 
March 25. First flight mail from Singapore was cancelled March 21 and back­
.s tamped on the 24th with no special cachet. 

The return flight was made at 11 A. M. on March 27. The same plane was 
u sed and 18 bags of mail were dispatched from Hongkong, weighing 207 lbs. 4 
·oz. The mail was made up of 6506 letters and 194 postcards to London, and 
3648 letters and postcards to other places. A number of these were to various 
points in the United States. T. Hines, superintendent of mails at Hongkong, 
estimated that about 75 % of this mail was philatelic. 

Covers were postmarked various dates before the flight , ours being post­
marked March 26, 11 :30 A. M. and backstamped Phila., April 15, 1936. The 
special chop shown is in violet ink. 

Upon receipt of the above cover we mildly remonstrated with Mr. Chollot 
who had sent it to us, asking why he had not posted it at Canton for transmission 
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HO NG KONG-PENA NG- LONDON 
VJA IMPERIAL AIRWAYS 

27TH MARCH 1936 

~. Jrune s Starr • 
Jtiniper Building . 
I324• '.Yalnut ·.Venue • 
PHIL .. J)ELPHIA - P . A.-

ONG KONG 

.45 A 

u.s.A • 

............ 
' ' 

. ,V~ ·~?i$!52ne/Lo:IKlon Imperial , Airways 1? • • . e. . "Dorado" :first 
· f'light TO LONDON thenoe by or d i nary route to U. S. · •• 

Fig·ure SO. First 'l'hroug;h Fli~·h t H o n ;;;ko n g ·-I..ontlou . 

via th e Imperial Airways flight and then we would have had a genuine Chine,;;e 
cover carried on this flight. To this he r eplied under date of July 27, 1936 as 
follows: '' Do not think it is such a simple matter. Evidently I, and others, 
wanted to send covers from China to take the first plane (Dorand ) but . . . 
no arrangements being enter ed between China and the Imperial Airways, the 
mail, even up to date of writing, posted in China, would go by boat to SingaporP., 
thencr by air! That is, 1 cannot from Canton send a letter to take the Imperial 
Airways plane from Canton even at date of writing! Consequently, people simply 
.send th eir letters to correspondents in Hongkong. Such of the vagaries of the 
postal service in the Century of Progress.'' 

Iiater on in the year, this condition was r emedied as will be seen further •.:m 
in the article. 

EURASIA AVIATION CORPORATION. 
According to the following postal notice, this Company appears to have 

.extended the line from Sian to Yunnanfu on th e first of April. W e have no 

.furth er information than the postal notice. 

POST OFFICE 

Notification No. 1508 . 

Sian-Kunming (via Chengtu) Air Mail Line: (1 11
) 

According to information r eceived from the Eurasia Aviation Corporation, the 
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.Sian to Kunming (via Chengtu) Air Mail Line will be forma lly ina ugurated on the 
· 1st April, 1 936. 

.Post Office, 
F. A . N IXON, 

Director of Posts for Kwangtung. 
·Canton, 27th Mar. 1936 . 

SOUTHWESTERN AVIATION CORPORATION'S LINES. 

Canton-Hanoi Route, (119
) 

First Trial Flight, June 19, 1936. 

On June 19, the Southwestern Aviation Corporation flew the first trial 
flight on the new route from Canton to Hanoi. It was a continuation of the 
.regular Canton-Wuchow-Nanning-Lungchow flight, permission to do so having 
bePn received at 9 P. M. on June 18 from the Nanking authorities. No special 
-cachets were used at Canton, but at Hanoi, a special arrival cachet was applied 
·on the back of the cover in addition to the usual postmark. 

LlG NI: 
A ~-RIEN 

i-'ANTON 
'HANOI 

t~ VOVA~E 

Fii;-. 51. Hanoi S 1>eclnl C h o1>. 

Genuine covers must bear the Canton date of June 19 or earlier, and the 
Hanoi backstamp must be dated June 19th or 20th. 

Our cover is franked with a 30 cents third issue air stamp, postmarked 
Canton, June 19, 36, 6 A . M. and is backstamped with the circular Hanoi post­
mark dated June 19 and also the double line square chop shown above. 

It is stated that only a few hundred covers were carried, consisting of some 
philatelic mail and some Canton-Hanoi mail which was on hand at Canton. 
Postage was the usual foreign rate of 25 cents. No airmail charges. The above 
is on the authority of the Morning Post of Hongkong for June 26. 

Mr. C. E. Post states in the article of "Stamp Topics" of the South China 
Morning Post of August 7 that only 12 cover s were sent to France and Europe 
a nd that in addition to the Canton and Hanoi postmarks previously described, 
the covers were backstamped at l\Iarseilles June 28, 5 P . l\'I. and the Paris covers 
are backstamped June 28. 

On the r eturn trip the plane also carried mail which, according to the 
Morn1"ng Post of Hongkong for June 26, is postmarked H anoi June 19 and back­
stamped Canton Jun e 20. Covers bear the square black cachet affixed on the 
non-flown mail prepared for the F ebruary 14 flight which reads "f.Jigne Aerienne 
Hanoi-Canton 1 er voyage.'' Th e cachet is 27 mm. squar e. 

It should be understood by th e reader that mail carried on this flight con­
nected at Hanoi with the "Air France" line for Mar. eilles: 

Canton-Hanoi Route in Connection With "Air France " Line 
For Marseilles, ( 1 2 1

) 

First Regular Flight, July 10, 1936. 

The first r egular flight from Canton to Hanoi by the Southwestern Aviation 
Corporation to connect with ''Air France'' at Hanoi for Europe took place on 
.July 10. The plane left Canton early in the morning and mail was backstamped 
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with the Hanoi cancellation at 4.50 P. M. the same day. The route was via 
Wuchow, Nanning and Lungchow. .A special cachet was used as shown in Fig. 
52.A and 52B. This is in purple ink. 

It is stated by C. E. Post in the July 17th issue of the South China M ornfr1.g 
Post that permission for the use of this cachet was only obtained at the last 
minute and night work was necessary on the part of the postal officials to prepare 
it. 

Mr. Post also states in Sta.mp Topics of .August 7 that two special cachets 
were in use, both of them differing somewhat from that used on the trial flight 
of the China National .Aviation Corporation. In the :first and more common 
one the propeller blades are enlarged at the ends and the date numbers are 
smaller. In the second and scarcer chop the left downward stroke of the N in 
Canton is short. The propeller blades are narrower and the date numbers at the 
bottom are very much larger . For this flight the Southwestern .Aviation Corpo­
ration issued free of charge special bluish envelopes measuring 6x4%" as shown 
in Figure 52. .At the left is a picture of the plane and the proposed routes of 
the Company printed in a darker shade of blue. At the left of th ese are Chinese 
characters in black meaning the same as the black English inscription at the 
upper right top of the cover. It is said that there were three printings of these 
envelopes in different shades of blue. Letters coming from Hanoi are post­
marked in the afternoon of the 10th and are backstamped at Canton on .July 11, 
16 o'clock ( 4 P. M.), the plane making the trip on the 11th. Th e mail is sup­
poi;:ed to conn ect with the ''Air France'' at Hanoi and be delivered at Marseilles 
nine days later. 

I 
f..._ , 

i . 

PAR AVION 
First Flight China-Europe 

By Southwestern Aviation Corporation 
& Air France 

I _JZY.. f irst ~ir~il _t ? .Fra.no~, 
j t henc e by Ord i nn.r;t rv il 

_J 
Fig. 52. First Through Flight C"nton- Hnnoi-lUarseille,"<. 
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Fig. 52A. Special Chop Type 1. Fig. 52B. S1,eci.al C llop Ty1te 2'. 

Our readers will notice on the above cover three heavy black lines defacing 
the special chop. These were found on all four covers sent to us in Philadelphia 
and were the occasion of great complaint on the part of the gentleman who sent 
them to us. He was under the impression that they were placed there by the 
U. S postal authorities but as far as we are able to ascertain no such postal 
markings are applied anywhere in the lrnited States, and unless they got there 
by accident they must have been applied somewhere between Canton and New 
York. 

If any of our readers can throw any light on this subject we would appre­
ciate their communicating with us. Three of the letters which we received 
carried no backstamp, as mail in the United States is not backstamped unless 
it is registered. One of the covers ·was backstamped in black at Marseilles as 
shown on Fig. 52C. 

Our covers were received in poor condition as the paper of which they wer(' 
printed, while of very good quality, was exceedingly thin . 

Fig. 52C. !Uursellles Backstam1>. 

EURASIA AVIATION CORPORATION. 
The Morning Post of Hongkong, July 20, states that the Giant German 

Junker Plane No. 53 continued her journey from Berlin to Shanghai. It states 
that this is the fifth plane ordered from the Imfthansa Company by the Eurasia 
Aviation Corporation. 

It can accommodate 8 passengers and is to be used in the Eurasian service. 
She was commanded by Chief Pilot Captain Imtz. Second Pilot r~eidig, Chief 
Engineer J eude and a mechanic composed her crew from Berlin. She was de­
layed a week at Rho"des owing to sickness of one of the party and the flight to 
Hongkong occupied 12 days including this week. 

CHINA NATIONAL AVIATION CORPORATION. 

Nanking-Kiukiang Special Service, (123
) 

On July 20th, a special service was established between Nanking and 
Kiukiang as per the following notice : 

POST OFFICE 
Postal Notification No. 1583. 

A special daily air service, between Nanking and Kiukiang, and return, by the 
China National Aviation Corporation, was inaugurated on the 20th July, 1936, the 
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airplane leaving Nanking at 9 a. m . arriving at Kiukiang at 11.40 a . m., returning 
from Kiukiang at 12 noon and arriving at Nanking at 2.40 p. m . 

The temporary air service between Hankow and Kiukiang on longer _functions . 

W e give the notification as printed, but it is evident that in the last line 
' 'on'' should be ''no.'' 

W e also assume that there must have been a previous temporary service 
between Hankow and Kiukiang of which we have no information. It can hardly 
refer back to the flights of 1929. 

The above is the only information we have on the subject but it would 
-seem from the wording of the Notification that this service was additional to 
the r egular Through Yangtse Valley Line. It was suspended on September 1, 
1936. 

Shanghai-Peiping Route, (1 : 4) 

It would appear that the routing of the above line was split sometime in the 
spring of 1936 as the following postal notice will show : 

NOTIFICATION NO. 1584 

According to infoTmation r eceived from the China National Aviation Corpora­
t ion the number of passengers for Tsingtao is daily increasing, and in orde r to pro­
Yide bette r facilities, the Friday flight of the Shanghai-Pe iping line, formerly via 
Haichow, is to be undertaken by a " Douglas" plane, from the 31st July, 1936 , the 
route and schedule being the same as that on the Monday, W ednesday and Saturday 
.Services, via Shanghai-Nanking-Tsingtao-Tientsin-Peiping. 

Post Office, 
·Canton , 17th Aug., 19 36 . 

F . A . NIXON, 
Director of Posts for Kwangtung. 

NOTIFICATION NO. 159 5. 

With r efer en ce to Notification No. 1584 , the public is he r eby notified that from 
the 1st September, 19 3 6, the Friday Se rvice of the Shanghai-Peiping line will again 
be flown by a "Stinson" plane a nd will follow the schedule a nd route of Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday flights , viz: Shanghai-Haichow-Tsingtao-Tientsin-Peiping. 

Post Office, 
-Canton, 7th Sept., 19 36. 

F. A. NIXON, 
Director of Posts for Kwangtung. 

Unfortunately, we do not have the not ification of the original change of 
:route but it must have taken place sometime after the first of March as the 
.China National Aviation Corporat ion 's notice of change in r ates, dated March 
l st, indicates that the original routing was in force at that time. 

W e have no other information except that contained in these notifications. 

Shanghai-Canton, (83
) 

The following notification appeared in the Canton Gazette for September 4, 
1936: 

NOTIFICATION NO . 1592. 

According to information r eceived from the China Na tiona l Aviation Corpora­
tion, the flying schedule of the Shangha i Canton Air Se rvice is to be changed from 
1st Sept ., 1936, as follows:-

South Bound: - Shanghai-Canton. 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. 

North Bound: - Canton-Shanghai. 
Wednesday, Friday and Sunday. 

Time of departure and a rrival of the planes at calling ports r emains unchanged .. 

Post Office, 
.Canton, ht Sept., 1936. 

F . A. NIXON, 
Director of Posts for Kwangtung . 
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The following notification appeared in the Canton Gazette for September 
26, 1936: 

POST OFFICE 

NOTIFICATION NO. 1603. 

The public is hereby notified that, 

(1) The Shanghai-Hankow airplane is now able to land at Kiukiang , and the Nan-
king-Kiukiang special service has ceased. 

( 2) The Shanghai-Chengtu special express plane will a lso call at Kiukiang in future. 
(3) The Shanghai-Hankow line schedule is rearranged as fo llows:-

W est Bound (Read Down) (Read Up) East Bound 

7.00 Dep. Shanghai *Arr. 10.55 

8.15 Arr. 
8.20 Dep. Nanking 

Anking 
9.55 Arr. 

10.00 Dep. Kiukiang 

10.5 5 *Arr. Hank ow 

West Bound on every Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, Sunday. 
East Bound on every Monday, W e dnesday, Friday, Sunday. 
(On other days of the w eek express schedules will be flown) . 

*Dep. 9.40 
*Arr. 9.~5 

Dep. 8.00 
Arr. 7.55 

Dep . 7.00 

*NOTE: In case the plane flies direct from Nanking to Hankow, or Hankow to Nan­
king the r emainder of the schedule will be advanced by 40 minutes. 

Post Office, 
Canton, 19th Sept. 19 36. 

F . A. NIXON, 
Director of Posts for Kwangtung. 

CHINA NATIONAL AVIATION CORPORATION. 

On Iovember 5, the Canton D a;i,ly Swn published the following information: 

POSTAL NOTIFICATION NO. 1627 . 

Shanghai-Canton Air Line Via Hongkong, Concerning, (m ) 
The public is h er eby notified that, as informed by the China National Aviation 

Corporation, the aeroplane of the Shanghai-Canton air line operated by that Corpo­
ration will fly via Hongkong, in both directions, from the 5th November, 1936. The 
new time table of the Shanghai-Canton air m a il line is r eproduced h er eunder for 
information: 

(see en closure No. 1) 

Air corresponden ce for Hongkong as well as that destined for places along the 
Hongkong-P enang-London a nd Hongkong-Penang-Singapore-Australia air lines may, 
from the above date, be forwarded by air from any place in China to Hongkong for 
local d elivery or for onward transmission by various air lines. 

Air corresponden ce intended for transmission by a ir to Hongkong and then ce by 
the Imperial Airways and Wantas Airways services is to be superscribed "Via Hong­
kong and By I. A. L." by the senders below the usua l blue la bel "Par Avion. " 

I n addition to the usual ordinary postage plus r egistration fee, if r egister ed , 
air correspondence destined for Hongkong is to be franked at the domestic air mail 
tariff, and that for places beyond Hongkong at the rate of 25 cents per 5 grammes, 
covering air conveyance from any place in China to Hongkong, plus the rates of in­
ternational air mail fee from Hongkong indicated in Postal Notification No. 1620 
relating to the Hongkong-Pena ng-London and Hongkong-Penang-Singapore-Australia 
air lines . 

EXAMPLES:-

(a). A 20-gramme r egistered letter from Siking (Sian) to Hongkong to be 
transmitted to destination by air route should be prepaid as follows:-
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Ordinary postage 
Registration fee 
Air mail fee Siking-Shanghai-Hongkong 

Total 

$0.05 
0.15 
0.25 

$0.45 

b) . A 5-gramme r egistered letter from Siking (Sian) to London to be trans­
mitted to destination by air route should be prepaid as follows: -

Ordinary inte rnational postage 
Registration fee 
Air mail fee Siking-Shanghai-Hongkong 
Air mail fee Hongkong-Penang-London 

Total 

c). If the same letter weighs 1 O grammes:-

Ordinary international postage 
R egistration fee 
Air mail fee Siking-Shanghai-Hongkong 
Air mail fee Hongkong-Penang-London 

Total 

$0.25 
0.25 
0.25 
0 . 55 

$1. 30 

$0.25 
0.25 
0 .5 0 
1.10 

$2.10 

POST OFFICE, 
Canton, 4th Novembe r, 1936. 

F. A. NIXON, 
Director of Posts for Kwangtung. 

South Bound 

6.3 0 Dep. 

8.25 Arr. 
8.45 Dep. 

10.05 Arr. 
10.25 Dep. 

11. 35 Arr. 
11.55 Dep. 

12.55 Arr. 
13 .15 De p. 

14.45 Arr. 
15.05 Dep. 

15.45 Arr. 

ENCLOSURE NO. 1 TO POSTAL NOTIFICATION 

No. 1627. 

Time Table (Effective From 5-11-1936) 

SHANGHAI-CANTON LINE 

(Read Down) (Read Up) 

Shanghai 

Wenchow 

Foochow 

Amoy 

Swatow 

Hongkong 

Canton 

South Bound on every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. 
Northbound on every Wednesday, Friday and Sunday. 

North Bound 

Arr. 15.45 

Dep. 13 .5 0 
Arr. 13.30 

Dep. 12.10 
Arr. 11.50 

Dep. 10.40 
Arr. 10.20 

Dep. 9.20 
Arr. 9 .00 

Dep. 7.30 
Arr. 7.10 

De p. 6.3 0 

On November 13 the South China Morning Post stated that on November 5 
Hongkong was made a regular stop on the China National Aviation Corpora­
tion's Shanghai-Canton line, and that it is now possible to effect an exchange of 
letters with Shanghai in less than forty-eight hours as there are three trips a 
week made each way. Mail from North China arriving on the first trip was 
backstamped at Hongkong 4 :30 p . m. November 5 and postmarked at the various 
points of dispatch either the day before or early on the 5th. 
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SOUTHWESTERN AVIATION CORPORATION. 

Canton-Wuchow-Kweilin-Liuchow-Nanning Line, (1 ~ 6 ) 

First Regular Flight, November 4, 1936. 

On November 3 the Canton papers published the following: 

NOTIFICATION NO. 1626. 

According to information received from the South-Western Aviation Corpora­
tion, from the 4th November, 1936, two ports of call Kweilin and Liuchow are to be 
added to the Canton-Lungchow Air Line viz:-Canton-Tsangwu (Wuchow)-Kweilin­
Liuchow-Yungning (Nanning) -Lungchow. 

POST OFFICE 
Canton, 3rd November, 1936. 

F. A. NIXON, 
Director of Posts for Kwangtung. 

According to the South China Morning Post (C. E. Post) of December 4, 
it is stated that the first flight on the new Canton-Nanning route, via Wuchow, 
Kweilin and Liuchow, occured on November 4th. A special plane of the South­
western Aviation Corporation left Canton early in the morning for Nanning, 
stopping at intermediate points. Bad weather delayed the plane with the result 
that Kweilin was omitted, the plane only calling at Wuchow and Liuchow before 
arriving at Nanning. This was in the nature of an experimental flight and little 
mail originated in Canton . The Postal authorities at Liuchow evidently did not 
expect the arrival of the plane and had no mail ready so the pilots proceeded 
without waiting for it. 

From the above one would presume that this was a special flight terminat­
ing at Nanning, but the Southwestern Aviation Corporation, in a letter dated 
December 21, 1936, to Mr. David E. Ellis in Hongkong, states: ''On the flight 
from Canton on the 4th November, the plane could not stop at Kweilin because 
of bad weather but went on to fouchow, Nanning and Lungchow." 

From the above and other sources, it seems to be considered by various of 
our correspondents that this flight was more or less of an experimental nature. 
Nevertheless, as far as we can see, it was the regular scheduled flight of the 
line with the two additional stops scheduled as per Postal Notification Jo . 1626, 
one of which was not made. 

We have one cover franked by a thirty cents third issue air stamp mailed 
to the Davlis Stamp Company at Liuchow. 'This is po tmarkecl Canton, No­
vember 4, ] 936, 6 A. lVL and is backstamped at Liuchow the same day at 6 P. M. 
It also has a second backstamp which is the same as the postmark. 

We have another similar cover addressed to the same party at K weilin. 
This cover, as far as we can make out, was overcarried to Nanning and was 
forwarded from there to Kweilin on November 10 by the return trip of the 
regular plane that left Canton on November 9th. It thus arrived at destination 
affer the second flight of Kovember 9th had delivered its mail. It is back­
stamped Kweilin, November 10, 2 P. 1\'I. 

The first return flight from fouchow seems to have taken place on No­
vember 8th. We have a cover from that port, addressed to D. E. Ellis at Can­
ton, and signed by the pilot, franked by a thirty cent Martyr Issue stamp which 
is postmarked Liuchow, November 5, 9 A. l\'L According to a letter from the 
Canton post office dated November 20, 1936, to l\ir. David E. Ellis of Canton, 
this mail was carried by a special plane that left Liuchow on November 8th 
aucl arrived in Canton the same clay. T·he cover is backstamped November 8, 
6 P. l\if. 

First flight mail from Liuchow to Kweilin seems to have been flown on 
November 8th. We have one cover, similar to the last mentioned, which is post­
marked Liuchow, November 5, 1936, 9 A. l\if. This mail was held at the office 
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of the .Aviation Company until November 8th, when it was carried direct to 
Canton. The plane arrived too late for the mail to be taken to the post offic,e 
so it was again kept by the .Aviation Company at its office and was forwarded 
to Kweilin on the plane leaving Canton on the morning of the 9th. It is post­
marked at Kweilin on the face of the letter November 9, 1936, 5 P. M. 

We have one cover, similar to the last two mentioned, which was flown on 
the first flight mail from Kweilin to Canton. It is addressed to Mr. Ellis at 
Canton and the stamp is postmarked Kweilin, November 10, 1 P . M. and is back­
stamped at Canton, November 12, 4 P. M . 

.According to the letter from the Canton post office above quoted, the first 
Kweilin-Canton airmail left Kweilin on the 12th of November and arrived at 
Canton the same day, which the above cover seems to prove. 

This whole subject is very involved and has required very careful consid­
eration but we believe the above statements are correct. . 

None of the covers carried between Canton, Kweilin and Liuchow on this 
series of flights have any special cachets of any kind. vVe have been unable to 
obtain any information as to the amount of mail carried, except that it was 
very small and the covers are very scarce, particularly mail flown between Liu­
chow and Kweilin. 

On November 18th this service was split into two distinct lines according to 
the following notification: 

NOTIFICATION NO. 1630. 

According to information received from the South-Western Aviation Corpora­
tion, the Canton-Lungchow Air Line is being rearranged, as from 18th November, 
1936, into two separate line, viz: Canton-Yungning (Nanning) Air Line and Canton­
Hanoi Air Line. The time tables of these two lines are as follows:-

TIME TABLE 

Canton-Yungning (Nanning) 
West Bound (Read Down) 

8.00 Dep. Canton 

9.20 Arr. Wu chow 
9.40 Dep. 

11.30 Arr. Kweilin 
12.00 Dep. 

13.00 Arr. Liuchow 
13.30 Dep. 

15.00 Arr. + (Yungn ing) Nanning 

West Bound every Monday and Wednesday. 
East Bound every Tuesday and Thursday. 

Line, (m ) 
(Read Up) 

Canton-Hanoi Line, (1 30 , same as m ) 
West Bound (Read Down) (Read Up) 

8.00 Dep. Canton t 
9.20 Arr. Wuchow 
9.40 Dep. 

11.40 Arr. Yungning (Nanning) 
1 2.00 Dep. 

13.00 Arr. Lungchow 
1 3.20 Dep. 

14.30 Arr. Hanoi 

East Bound 

Arr. 15 .00 

Dep. 1 3.40 
Arr. 13 .20 

Dep. 11.30 
Arr. 11.00 

Dep. 10.00 
Arr. 9.30 

Dep. 8.00 

East Bound 

Arr. 15.00 

Dep. 13.40 
Arr. 13.20 

Dep 11.20 
Arr. 11.00 

Dep. 10.00 
Arr. 9.40 

Dep. 8.30 
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West Bound every Friday. 
East Bound every Saturday. 

The flying service of the Canton-Lungchow line via Kweilin and Liuchow, men­
tioned in Postal Notification No. 1626 of 3rd Nov., 1936, will cease from the 18th 
November, 1936. 

POST OFFICE, 
Canton, 17th November, 1936. 

F. A. NIXON, 
Director of Posts for Kwangtung. 

On March 23, 1937, we received the following belated Post Office notices 
which we give as a conclusion: 

NOTIFICATION NO. 1638 

The public is hereby notified that for the time being the routes of the Eurasia 
air lines are changed as follows:-

( 1) The main line starts from Shanghai, passes Nanking, Chenghsien, * Loyang, 
Chengtu, and terminates at Kunming. 

( 2) An additional station is established at Taiyuan on the Peiping-Chenghsien 
Line. 

( 3) The route of the Lanchow-Paotow Line is now via Peiping and Paotow to 
Ningsia. 

( 4) The Sian and Lanchow air stations are temporarily closed. Air Mail arti­
cles for these two places will be transmitted to the nearest air stations for 
onward transmission by other available means. 

Post Office 
Canton, 19th Dec., 1936. 

F. A. NIXON 
Director of Posts for Kwangtung. 

*Ed. Note.-Che nghsi e n is anothe r nam e for Che ngchow. 

POST OFFICE 

Postal Notification 
No. 1639. 

The public is hereby notified that, as informed by the Eurasia Av.iation Corpo­
ration, the following changes are to take effect from next week:-

( 1) On every Tuesday and Friday, the aeroplane starts from Shanghai, passing 
Nanking, Chenghsien, Loyang, Chengtu and terminating at Kunming, with connection 
made at Chenghsien with the aeroplane of the Chenghsien-Peiping Lines for Taiyuan 
and Peiping. The time of departure of the plane remains unchanged. 

(2) On every Wednesday, the aeroplane flies from Peiping for Paotow and 
Ningsia and vice versa, performing a round trip on the same date. 

( 3) On every Thursday and Sunday. the aeroplane returns from Peiping via 
Taiyuan to Chenghsien where connection is made with the plane of the Kunming­
Shangh-ai Line. 

Post Office, 
Canton, 23rd December, 1936. 

LAI KI HONG 
Chief of L. B. D. 

for Director of Posts 
for Kwangtung. 

POST AL NOTIFICATION NO. 16 5 0 

The public is hereby notified that as informed by the ChiP.a National Aviation 
Corporation, owing to the insufficiency of aeroplanes, the Monday north and south 
bound services of the Shanghai-Peiping Line (originally maintained by means of 
the "Douglas" plane) is from the 25th January, 1937, being flown by a "Stinson'' 
plane, travelling from and to Shanghai via Haichow, no call being made at Nanking 
in either direction. 

The flight is made in accordance with the schedule set for the "Stinson" plane 
commissioned on that route. 

Post Office, 
Canton, 1st Feb., 1937. 

F. A. NIXON 
Director of ·Posts for Kwangtung. 
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Death of Baron Alex . de Reuterskiold 
With very g rea t r egret I h ave to r e­

port the d eath of my old fri end who 
passed away on March 7t h at Courville, 
Lausanne, Switze rland. 

A. de R eute rskiold was born in Swede n 
in March , 1860 , the son of a Swedish 
nobleman a nd an English mothe r . H e 
n ever married but lived, ever since I 
kne w him , with his mothe r in Switze r­
land. On many occasions I travelled with 
him in Europe a nd we visited many. In­
ternational Exhibitions toge ther , at most 
uf which h e acted as Judge, as h e was 
a fair linguist as w ell a s one of the best 
Judges of the Classic s tamps . 

De Reuterskiold was one of the v ery 
few intimate friends of the great French 
banker-Paul Miraba ud- and with him 
was joint author of the classic work on 
the stamps of Switzerland which was 
published over thirty-five years ago in 
three editions in French, German and 
English. 

H e was a r ea l student and his special 

fl a ir was in pla ting stamps. Among his 
earlies t work in this respect was the 
first issues of the Philippine Isles in 
w hich he completed the plating of the 40 
types of all the first issues. Soon afte r 
this he worked on the r econstructing of 
the num erous settings of the early sur­
charges of the Turks Islands, and almost 
co mple ted the settings the n known. This 
collection I also purchased and sold it 
to the late W . W . Ma nn . His article on 
these stamps was published in the Lon­
don Philatelist. Afterwards he special­
ized in early issues of France, Spain and 
Portugal and chie fly in the early Swiss 
stamps, in which h e had many unique 
items , notably a wonderful block of 48, 
unused, V a nd 5 cents. 

H e was a charming companion, a great 
student and a ve ry lovable man and his 
cieatb leaves a nother gap in the great 
co llecto rs of by-gone days . 

- CHARLES J . PHILLIPS. 
W e also r eceived a copy of Postal Notification No. 1635 which states among 
other items that the airmail stamps of the 1929 issue will be withdrawn from 
sale at the end of December, 1936, but that those already in possession of purch­
asers will be valid until January 31, 1937, after which date, their use is to 
cease and any person then can have them redeemed at the post office. 

POSTAL NOTIFICATION 

No. 1669 . 

With r efe r en ce to Notification No. 16 3 0 of November , 1936, air postage will 
from 1st March 19 37 be collect ed on air mail matte r to and from Kweilin and Liu­
chow on the Canton-Yungning ( Nanning) Air Line of the South-W estern Aviation 
Corporation. 

Post Office, 
Canton , 26th F ebruary, 19 37 . 

F. A. NIXON, 
Director of Posts for Kwangtung. 

From the above notification it would seem that the service between Kweilin 
and l.1iuchow on the Canton-Nanning line, was a ''free mail'' service up to 
March 1, 1937, which may account for the fact that airmail stamps were not on 
the covers. 

We have r eceived sundry other notifications dated in 1937 but as we have 
no supporting information, it seems better to finally terminate the article with 
the end of 1936. 

The above completes all information we have on the 1936 flights and, as 
previously stated, if any of our r ead ers have any criticism to make, o~ further 
information to give us, we would be exceedingly indebted to them for it. 

Finis. 
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The United States Postage Stamps 

of the 20th Century 
By MAX G . • JoRL. 

(Continu e d fr o m p a g e 109 , V o lum e X V I.) 

THE MARYLAND ISSUE-1935 

In 1634, the Colony of Maryland was founded by Cecil CalYer t , 2nd Lord 
Baltimore. As the anniver sary approached , plans wer e made to fittingly cele­
brate this important event . On April 11th, 1929, the General Assembly of 
Maryland approved the appointment of a Maryland Ter centenary commission. 
On May 6th, 1929, Michael L . Miller, a prominen t collector of Baltimore sug­
gested to the commission that a stamp be r equested to more prominently call 
attention to the celebration. Shortly ther eafter , Mr. Miller was appointed as 
Stamp Consultant to the commission who r equested him t o prepar e some designs 
which might be submitted with a r equest for th e stamp. In August, 1933, 
Governor Albert C. Ritchie made a formal r equest to Postmaster General J am es 
A . Farley supporting the r equest of Senator :Millard E. Tydings and other 
Marylanders, for the issuance of a Maryland Ter centenary postage stamp. In 
his request, Governor Ritchie stated :-

" I am writing to a dd my r eq u est to one wh ich Senator Tydings a nd other Mary­
landers have already made of the Post Office department. Next year Maryland will 
celebra t e the 300th Anniversary of its founding. W e will th en commemorate th e 
first establ ishment of r e ligious toler a t ion in a ny State or Country in the world . The 
Calverts , who found ed Maryland , w er e Catholics, and they r eali zed tha t the way to 
get tolerance for one 's b elie f is to accord to leran ce to the b eliefs of others , a nd they 
did just that thing . W e will commemorate, also a n a dvance in t h e principles of local 
self-g ove rnm ent ove r a nything which h a d b een established a t either Plymouth or 
Jamestown. The people of Ma ryla nd feel , and I think rightly, tha t this will be a 
celebration of even more than Na tional importa n ce a nd sig nificance, a nd w e a r e 
extremely a nxious for the Postmaste r Ge n er a l to a pprove a nd cause to be issued a 
series of United Sta t es Postage Stamps containing historical Ma r yla nd designs 
which will be r eleased on March l , 1934 , and at periodic tim es ther ea fter . I think 
tha t the occasion fu lly j ustifies this r equ est, a nd I will g r eatly appreciate it if you 
will advise m e a t you r convenien ce, how you vie w the m a tter . Sen a tor T ydings 
and m yself will gladly come to see you at a n y tim e sh ou ld you consider tha t desir­
a ble ." 

In spite of the effort made by th e commission and Congr essional r epresen­
tatives, little progr ess seemed to have been made and it wa s believed that this 
stamp would not be issued. Michael Miller continued bis effort and on F ebruary 
2nd, 1934, r eceived the following letter from President :B'ranklin D . Roosevelt:-

" Dear Mr. Miller: 
Thank you for your Jetter . I a m d e lighted t o r ead it. 
I h a ve to ld the Postma ster Gen er a l tha t I a pprove th e iss u a n ce of the T er ­

centenary Sta mp for Ma ryland . 
Ve r y sincer e ly yo urs, 

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT." 

On F ebruary 6th, th e Burea u of Engraving and Printing was ordered to 
design the Maryland stamp. 

On F ebruary 28th , 1934, Postmaster General James A . Farley announced 
the details of the 3-cent Maryland Commemorative stamp and th e place of the 
first sale, and on March 2nd , the followin g official notice was released:-
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MARYLAND TERCENTENARY COMMEMORATIVE POSTAGE STAMP 

Third Assistant Postmaster General , 

Washington, March 2, 1934. 

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are notifi ed that the Depart­
ment is preparing a special issue of postage stamps in the 3-cent d enomination in 
commemoration of the three hundredth anniversary of the settlement of Maryland. 

The stamp is of the same size a nd shape as the r egular issue. 0. 7 5 inch by 0.8 7 
inch in dimension , arranged horizontally . It is enclosed in a narrow double-line 
border. Within a narrow panel across the top of the stamp is the wording "Maryland 
Tercentenary" in white roman , on a solid background. In the widen ed ends of the 
panel are the dates "16 34" a t the left and "1934" at the right in white gothic. The 
panel is supported by ornamental brackets at e ither end. The color of this stamp 
will be announced later. 

The central d esign is a representation of the two sailing vessels on which the 
first Maryland colony came to America. On a curved ribbon at th e left of the central 
design is the inscription "The Ark and the Dove" in dark Old English lettering. In 
a corresponding position at the right is th e Maryland coat of arms. Within circular 
panels with white borders and solid background in both lower corners is the large 
denomination numeral "3." Between the circles along the bottom of the stamp in a 
narrow panel with white edges and solid background and arranged in two lines is 
the wording "U. S. Postage" and "Three Cents." 

The Maryland Tercentenary stamp will be first placed on sale at th e post office 
in St . Ma rys City, Md., on Mar. 23, 19 34, where the first settlement was located. 
The n ew stamp will be placed on sale at other post offices beginning March 24 , or: 
as soon thereafter as production will permit. 

For the convenience of collectors, the Maryland T ercentenary stamp will also be 
placed on sale at the Philate lic Agency, Post Offi ce Department , on March 24. The 
Agency will not , however, prepare covers for mailing on that date. 

Stamp collectors desiring first day cancellations at St. Marys City on March 23 
may send a limited number of addressed covers, not to exceed a total of ten (10), 
with a cash or postal money-order remittance payable to the Postmaster, St. Marys 
City, Md. , covering the value of the stamps r equired for affixing. P ersonal checks 
and other postage stamps will positively not be accepted in payment. Such covers 
shall be sent under separate wrapper plainly addressed: "Postmaster, St. Marys 
City, Md.", with endorsement: "First Day Covers." They should be mailed in time 
to reach St. Marys City not later than March 20. Covers will be accepted from indi­
vidual subscribers only and shall be legibly addressed by typewriter or pen: covers 
bearing lead pencil addresses will not be accepted. Compliance cannot be made with 
unusual requests such as for the a ffixing of stamps bearing plate number or the irreg­
ular placing of the stamps on the covers, et c. To facilitate handling and to prevent 
damage in transit, covers should be of the ordinary letter size. 

Requests for a supply of uncancelled Maryland Tercentenary stamps must not 
be included with orders for first day covers to the postmaster, St. Marys City. 
Stamps needed for postage purposes should be purchased at the local post office. 
Stamps of selected quality for philatelic purposes may be obtained on mail orders 
to the philatelic agency. 

Postmasters at direct and central accounting poi:it offices may obtain a limited 
supply of Maryland Tercentenary stamps by requisition to the Department on form 
320 1-A. Postmasters at district accounting post offices may obtain small quantities 
of this stamp by r equisition on the central accounting postmaster. 
· In some instances advance shipments will be made, and postmasters who r eceive 
a supply of Maryland T ercentenary stamps before the close of business on March 23 
are specifically directed to safeguard the same an d to positively not allow the stamps 
to be placed on sale before March 24. 

C. B. EILENBERGER, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General. 

It will be noted that this official relea,;e mentions the fact that no color 
had as yet been selected and it was not until Monday, March 12th that the 
Post Office Depa rtment made th e following announcement as to the color of the 
l\far~·Jand stamp. 

Clinton B. Eilenberger , Third Assistant Postmaster General , in charge of the 
Stamp Division, announced today that Urn color of the Maryland Tercentenary post­
age stamp, soon to be issued by the. Post Office Department, will be red on a white 
background. It was also announced at the Post Offi ce Department that the Burea u 
of Engraving and Printing has been authorized to print 50,000,000 of these stamps. 
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These stamps w~re printed on flat bed presses in sheets of 400 subj ects each 
divided into panes of 100 by horizontal and ver t ical guide lines terminated by 
arrows. For issuance to Post Offices, the full sheets were cut along these guide 
lines into panes of 100 and so issued. 'rhere were 4 plate numbers on a sheet, 
one to each pane, being above the 5th stamp of the upper left pane and the 6th 
stamp of the upper right pane and in similar posit ions below the bottom row 
of the lower panes. 

On March 14th, the initial printing of the 
at the Bureau following an elaborate ceremony. 
following Associated Press despatch :--

Maryland stamps were run off 
This event was r eported by the 

SPEOIAL MARYLAND 8'rAMl~ OFF PRESS 

Farley Hands First Sheet of T e1·centennial I ssue to 'Vinebre nne 1· 

Washing ton, March 14- The first sheet of the 5 0,000,000 3-cent Ma r yland T e r­
centennial stamps was run off the press at the Burea u of Eng r a ving and Printing 
today and presented with cer emony by Postmaste r-Ge ne ral Farle y to Da vid C. Wine­
brenner 3d , Secr e tary of Sta t e of Maryland. 

The stamps, white a nd r ed, bear a r eproduction of the Ark and the Dove , the 
two ships in which the original se ttlers of Maryla nd a rrived from Eng la nd 300 
y ears ago this spring , a11d also the seal of the State . 

Expresses State's Gratitude 

Farley , in presenting the stamps to Winebrenne r , said the Postoffice Department 
was happy to join in the obse rvance of the Maryland T e rcenten a ry by the issuing of 
the special stamps. Winebrenn er expressed the gratitude of the State of Maryland 
for the special issue. 

Because of laws prohibiting the distribution of sta mps except by sa le through 
r egular channe ls, Winebrenner was compelled to r e turn the first sheet from the 
press to the bureau . 

Experts Praise Design 

A numbe r of philate lic specialists w e r e prese nt a t the firs t printing and we r e 
unanimous in characte rizing the Maryla nd stamp as be ing of exce ptionally hand­
some design . 

The printing of the 5 0,000 ,000 stamps will r equire a bout fort y full working 
days. One qua druple press is be ing g ive n ove r to th e printing o f the special sta mp. 

Desig·11s subnLitted by ltlic.bael L. ~tiller. 

Photug;raphs of Orfginnl Drn\viugs. Not Used. 
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# 73hThree Cent, Carmine Rose. The Ark and the Dove. No Water­
mark. Perf. 11. 

Issued March 23, 1934 . 

.Among the designs prepared by Michael Miller and presented with the 
petition for the Maryland stamp was one portraying a portrait of Lord Calvert 
and another one, the State House. (Illustrated.) Several others displayed 
various seals of the colony. .Among the designs presented by Mr. Miller was one 
prepared by Edwin 'l'unis based on a wood cut he had made of the .Ark and the 
Dove. (Illustrated). None of these designs were acceptable. 

Photograph of Origin:tl D ·ra,,•ing. Not Use(l. 

Victor S. McCloskey, ,Jr., a Bureau designer, prepared a design based on a 
mural by C. Y. Turner, "Barter with the Indians". This would have made an 

Designed l•Y Vietor S. lUcCloskey, Jr. 

Photog;r:tph of an Orig·in:1l Dr:n\•ing;. Not Used. 

exceptionally attractive design. It was rejected in favor of one by .A. R. 
Meissner from a half tone print of a drawing by Edwin Tunis used on the cover 
of the pamphlet "Maryland Tercentenary, 1634-1934" published by the Mary­
land Tercentenary commission. This model was submitted on February 21st 
and approved by Postmaster General James .A. Farley on February 27th, 1934, 
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and on March 10th; the die proof was approved by Acting Postmaster General 
W. W . Howes. Th e Bureau was ordered to print these stamps on March 12th 
and the first printing took place on March 14th, exactly 4 days after the approval 
·Of the proof. Printing was started with only plates 21188-21191 being ready. 
Two other plates were added to the press on March 15th with the last four 
being sent to press on March 20th. These stamps were delivered to the post 
office on March 16th and placed on public sale at St l\Iary 's City, :Maryland. On 
March 23rd 447,500 stamps were sold the first day and the covers cancellea 
r eachrd a total of 148,785. 

:MARYLAND 
TERCENTENARZ 

1634 . 1934 

Drn n i u g b y Ed, v in T unis. 

For the l\lnrylnud 'l'e1.·cen teun ry Conuuissiou. 

These stamps being printed in red instead of purple caused considerable 
confusion; in the rapid handling of mail, this stamp was often mistaken for a 
2-cent denomination and a considerable quantity of mail was received by the 
addressee with a 1-cent postage due stamp affixed. This caused considerable 
criticism and it was believed that this :>tamp might be withdrawn and replaced 
with that of another color. This, however, was not done and the stamps con­
tinued on sale until the supply was exhausted. Possibly due to the speed of 
printing these stamps, an exceptionally large quantity were found to be off­
centered, and were returned for redemption and destruction. Th~ Bureau 
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delivered 46,258,300 stamps. Of this quantity, only 28,492,500 stamps were said 
to have been sold according to the official count of the Post Office Department. 

Th e picture was engraved by J. C. Benzing and the frame and lettering 
engraved by E. JU. Hall of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. It will be 
noted in comparing this stamp _ to the 'funis drawing that the Bureau artist 
changed the relative position of th e two ships and in doing so, added consider­
ably to the beauty of the design. 

Due to the poor perforations and the speed with which these stamps dis­
appeared from post office stocks, it became immediately apparent that well-cen­
ter ed copies of this stamp would command consideraoble premium in a short 
time and it is today more desirable than some of th e other 3-cent stamps issued 
at an even earlier date. In spite of the speed in which plates were made, only 
two worthwhil e varieties were d iscovered which clarly indicates the exceptional 
accuracy of the plates makers of th e Burea u of Engraving and Printing. 

Shades,-Carmine rose , dull carm in e rose, dark carmine rose. 

Plate Number Blocks. Varieties,-a 
b 
c 

Us ua l 4 pane position blocks. 
Double t ransfer. 

Stamp No . 1 of the upper le ft pane of Plate 
ed dou ble transfer be low t he bottom fram e line. 

21190 shows a t wist­
( Illustrated ) . 

Doub l e 'l 1 r H11sfer # 1. U. L. !!llnO. 

d : Misplaced Entry. 
Stamp No. 1 8 of t he upper left pane of plate 2118 9 shows a mis­

placed a nd twisted entry. The stamp is a bout 1h mm. hig her than 
the oth ers. It is also highe r in the uppe r right co rner than the left . 

Plates u sed: 21188-89, 90, 91, 96, 9 7 , 98, 99. 

Quantity issued: 28,492,500. 
Johl Volume I Revised 
'l"he United States Postage Stamps of t h e 

20th Century, Volrnne I Revised, by 
Ma."I'. G. Johl, published by H. L. Lind­
quist, 2 ' Vest 46th St., New York, N . 
Y. 371 pages, 7"xl0". $4.00. 

The original Volume I of this series 
of United States handbooks was written 
some five years ago and was the com­
bined work of the late Beverly S. King 
a nd Max G. Joh!. The original volume 
was disposed of shortly after publica­
tion and the demand for this handbook 
has been increasing from year to year. 
Afte r the accidental death of Beverly S . 

King in W ashington , Mr. Joh! undertook 
to r evise a nd entire ly rewrite this vol­
um e. The r evised edition is the most 
complete book of its kind ever written 
a nd conta ins over 100 more pages and 
over 300 more illustrations than the 
orig ina l volume. Through the coopera­
tion a nd assistance of the for emost spe­
cialists in the fi eld today the most com­
plete data and information is included. 
The table of contents includes the va­
rious iss ues from the Pan-American Is­
sue of 1901 to the Pilgrim Ter centenary 
Issu e of 19 2 O a nd the volume is thor­
oughly indexed . 
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MOTHER 'S DAY STAMP 

In 1933, Mrs. H . H. McCluer of Kansas City, the Past National President 
of th e American War Mothers, conceived the idea of having a special stamp is­
sued in honor of our mothers for use on Moth er 's Day mail. She submitted the 
idea to the Executive Board of her organization on January 23rd, 1934, and her 
proposal was enthusiastically endorsed. A committee was appointed composed 
of Mrs. McCluer, Mrs. W. E. Ochiltre, President, and Mrs. H. C. Boone, Vice­
President of the American War Mothers, to petition for such a stamp. 

In an interview with Postmaster General James A. Farley, they were as~ 
surl'd of a hearty approval and a conference was arranged with President Roose­
velt on Thursday, January 25th . Mrs. McCluer, in describing the interview, 
stated: 

"I told the President that we had come to him in his wcrld of leisure, the stamp 
world, with a stamp we wented to talk to him about. The President said, 'Fine,' 
with a twinkl e in his eye. Then when we sounded our plans , h e said , 'A beautiful 
thought.'" 

On F ebruary 16th, 3rd Assistant Postmaster General Clinton B. Eilenberger 
notified Mrs. McCluer that the r equest for a Mother's Day stamp had been grant­
ed. Th e following day, the Bureau of Engraving and Printing was ordered to 
design such a stamp. 

'rhe philatelic press r eported that the Mother's Day stamp would be issued 
May 12th, the day prior to the actual observance of Mother's Day, which was 
the 20th anniversary of the proclamation of President Wilson 's establishing a 
national Moth er's Day. 

R. L . Lloyd of Glenmore, Pa., wrote to Third Assistant Postmaster General 
Clinton B. Eilenberger and called to bis attention that, if the stamps were 
issued on May 12th, it could be used only in a limited area in celebration of 
Moth er's Day. Mr. Eilenberger agreed with the suggestion that an earlier date 
be fixed upon as seen by the following letter:-

" Answering your letter of Ma r ch 1 3, I am pleased to tell you that we have 
definitely d ecided to place the special stamp to be used in honor and m emory of the 
Mothers of America on sale at W ashington, D. C., on May 1, and then distribute 
them to practically a ll post offices throughout the country beginning the following 
day. 

" This action is in accordance with your thought, namely, to give those who a r e 
away from home, ample time to get a letter to mother on or before Mother 's Day. 

"Your interest is much appreciated, a nd I am happy to transmit the information 
as above.'' 

Seventeen designs were submitted by the Bureau of Engraving and Print­
ing on March 26th and on March 28th, the model was finally approved. No 
color, however, bad at that t ime been decided upon. . 

The following press release dated 1\Iarch 28th mentioned the details of the 
new Mother's Day stamp :-

"Announcem ent of the details of the new Mother 's Day postage stamp, soon to 
be issued by the Post Office Department, a nd the place and date of first day sale, was 
made today by Postmaster Gen eral James A. Farley. 

The n ew issue will be approximately the same size as the current Special De­
livery stamp, and will have as its central motif , James Abbott MacNei'll Whistler's 
famous "Portrait of My Mother." In the upper left corner appear the words, " U. 
S. Postage," benea th which is the inscription , "In m emory and in honor of the 
Mothers of America." Just below are the words, "Three Cents." In the lower left 
corner is a small vase of carnations. The color of the new stamp h as not yet been 
decided upon. 

Present plans call for an initia l printing of two hundred million of the n ew 
stamps, all of which will he in the three-cent denomination . This Mother 's Day 
stamp will be placed on first day sale at the Philatelic Agency of the Post Office 
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Department in Washington, on Tuesday, May 1, 1934, and it will be placed on sale 
at post offi ces throughout the country the following day." 

On April 6th, the postal personnel were notified of the issuance of the 
Mother's Day stamp by the following official notice:-

OOMMEMORA'L'IVE POS'l'AGE STAMP IN HONOR OF MOTHERS 

Third Assistant Postmaster General, 

Washington , April 6, 1934. 

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are hereby notified that the 
Department is preparing to issue a special postage stamp in t h e 3-cent denomination 
as a tribute to the Mothers of America. 

The stamp is in the form of a horizontal rectangle, 84/100 by 1-44 / 100 inches 
in dimensions, inclosed in a narrow doubl e line border. The color of the stamp will 
be purple. 

To the right of the center of the stamp facing the left is a reproduction of the 
painting by James Abbott McNeill Whistler, entitled "Portrait of My Mother." Along 
the top of the stamp at the left in solid Old English lettering are the wor'ds "U. S. 
Postage." Directly below, arranged in four lines, in solid goth ic letters is the in­
scription "In Memory and in Honor of the Mothers of America." Underneath the 
inscription, in two lines, are the words "Three Cents" in solid gothic. In the lower 
left corner is a vase containing carnations. 

The Mothers ' commemorative stamp will be first placed on sale May 2, 1934, at 
the post office in Washington , D. C. The stamp will be available for sale at other 
post offices beginning May 3 or as soon thereafter as production will permit. For 
the benefit of stamp co llectors, the new commemorative stamp will also be placed on 
sale May 2 at the Philatelic Agency, Post Office Departm ent, Washington, D. C. 

Stamp collectors desiring first-day cancellations of the Mothers' stamp may send 
a limited number of addressed covers, not to exceed a total of 10, to the Postmaster , 
Washington , D. C. , with a cash or postal agency order r emittance to exactly cover 
the value of the stamps r equired for affixing. P ersonal checks and other postage 
stamps will positively not be accepted in payment. Covers will be accepted from 
individual subscribers only, and each cover must be properly and legibly addressed. 
In view of the larger size of the stamp, special care must be taken when addressing 
covers to bear blocks of stamps to a llow sufficient clear space for the attaching of 
the stamps and impression of th e postmark. Compliance cannot be made with un­
usual requests, such as for the affixing of stamps bearing plate number or for the 
irregular placing of the stamps on the covers, e tc. To facilitate handling and to 
prevent damage in transit, covers should be of the ordinary le tter size. 

Requests for a supply of uncancelled stamps of the n ew commemorative issue 
should not be included with orders for first-day covers. Such stamps when desired 
for mailing purposes should be purchased at the local post office. Stamps of selected 
quality needed for collection use may be obtained on mail orders to the Philatelic 
Agency of the Department. 

In order to expedite distribution and to have the stamp on sale May 3, if pos­
sible, requisitions will be prepared in the Department for an initial supply of the 
Mothers ' commemorative stamp for shipment to a ll first-class and second-class post 
offices, except in the States of Maryland and Oregon, where such offices are now 
being furnished with stamp stock from the central-accounting post office. Post­
masters at district-accounting post offices will obtain needed supplies of the Mothers' 
commemorative stamp by r equisition on th e centra l-accounting postmaster. 

Postmasters r eceiving shipments of the new commemorative stamp before the 
close of business May 2 are specifically directed to safegua rd the same and to posi­
tively not allow the stamps to be placed on sale before May 3. 

C. B. EILENBERGER, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General. 

It will be noticed that the day of issuance bad again been changed, from 
May 1st to May 2nd. On April 10th, Postmaster General James A. Farley 
approved the die proof and the following day announced that purple had been 
selected as the color of the new Mother's Day stamp. On April 12th, the Bu­
reau was instructed to print the Mother's Day stamp and the following day the 
first of the flat plates were put to press ·with an elaborate ceremony. Initial 
printing was witnessed by Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt and other members of 
the official family. 
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It was not until April 17th that printing was started on the rotary presses. 
In spite of the later initial printing of the rotary press stamps, the first delivery 
of this form of issue was made on April 18th, one day prior to that of the flat 
plate stamps. 

l 'i"' ull Vie"·~ o( \ \7 hi s t1t"1·'s " Jly illothe1·:' 
O e si;.:;uecl by A . Il .. 1U~issnt·r. 

PhotoA·r:11•hs ot' Ori~· in al ])r:l\\·i uµ;s. N ot 1 rsed . 

The Information Service of the Post Office Department prepared the fol­
lowing press release elated W cdnescla;r, 1\'Iay 2, HJ~-!, which described the first 
sale of the Mother's Day stamp :-

The n ew Mother 's stamps, which have been issued by th e Post Office Depart­
ment in m emory and in honor of the Mothers of th e nation, wer e placed in circula­
tion in Washington today. 

At nin e o'clock this morning, Postmaster General James A. Farley, sold the 
first sheet of the new three-cent d enomination to Miss Mary Senate Howes , 17-yea r­
old daughter of William W. Howes, First Assistant Postmaster General, at the main 
stamp window of the City Post Office . Soon after purchasing this first sheet, Miss 
Howes had it autographed by the Postmaster Gen eral and other prominent postf!J 
officials and she plans to present this highly valued a nd treasured sheet to her moth­
er on Mother's Day, Sunday, May 13. 

The selec tion of Miss Howes to purchase the first sheet of th e n ew stamps was 
in k eP ping with Postmaste r General Farley's d esire to have the children of the coun­
try employ these new stamps in sending of letters, cards and other communications 
to their Mothers on the occasion of th is, the twenti e th anniversary of the proclama­
tion of President Wilson establ ishin g a national Mother's Day. 

Also present as the first sheet of the new stamps were sold by Postmaster Gen­
eral Farley to Miss Howes through the grill stamp window, were First Assistant 
Postmaster General William W. Howes, Third Assistant Postmaster General Clinton 
B. Eilenberger, Vincent Burke, Deputy First Ass istant Postmaster General, Jesse 
Dona ldson, Deputy Second Assistant Postmaster General, Roth North, Deputy Third 
Assist.ant Postmaster General, Robert E. Fellers, Superintendent of Stamps, and 
William M. Mooney, Washington postmaster. 

The new Mother's stamps, of which 250,000,000 are now being printed, may be 
purchased in Washington only today. Tomorrow they will be placed on sale at post 
offices throughout t_h e country. 

The new Mother's stamp is purple in color and of the three-cent denomination. 
It is approximately the same size as the current Special Delivery stamp, and has as 
its central motif, James Abbott MacNeill Whistler's famous "Portrait of My Mother." 
In the upper left corner appear the words, "U. S. Postage," beneath which is the in­
scription, "In Memory a nd I n Honor of The Mothers of America." Just below are 
the words, "Three Cents." In the lower left corner is a small vase of carnations. 

The rotary press stamps were printed from 200 subject plates divided into 
4 panes by vertical and horizontal gutters. The full sheets were cut into panes 
of 50 through these gutters and so issued to post offices. 'fhere were 4 plate 
numbers, one to each pane, these being in the 4 outside corners of the plate, be­
ing to the left of stamp No. 1 in the upper left pane, to the right of No. 10 of 
the upper right pane, to the left of No. 91 in the lower left pane and the right 
of No. 100 in the lower right pane. 
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A •lditio n:tl Dcsig·n s by A. R . lUeis!IS 1 1t·~·. 

P IHttogr:t(lh S o f Ori;::in:tl DT~u~· inj:;S. Not ese tl. 

The plates prepared for the flat bed presses also contained 200 subjects. 
Th es<> plates were divided into panes of 50 by horizontal and vertical · guide lines 
terminating in arrows. For issuance to post offices, the sheets were cut. along 
these guide lines into panes of 50. These plates had 4 numbers, one to each 
pane, being· above or below th e 3rd vertical row of stamps. 

In spite of the fact that post office officials in cities other than Washing­
ton , D. C. were not to place th ese stamps on sale prior to l\Iay 3rd, various post­
masters disobeyed these instructions. A cover dated April 23rd from Osceola, 
Iowa, one from l\farion, Indiana, dated April 25th, and another one from Marion 
dated April 26th caused considerabl e disturbance. While May 2nd was the 
date of th e official first-dav cover and these earlier dates have merelv a curiositv 
value, such acts are frow~ed upon by the Post Office Departm ent ~nd r esulted 
in the following official order bearing on this subject:-

"Reports have r each ed the Department that th e Mothers' stamp has already 
been placed on sale at several points in direct violation of the specific instructions 
appearing on the wra pped pack ages of the stamps which emphasize that this stamp 
positively is not to be placed on sale befor e May 3, 1934 . 

"Postmasters to whom th ese stamps have been shipped should make an imme­
diate check to see that the instru ction in this r espect are observed to the letter. 

C. B. EILENBERGER, 
Third Assistant Postmaster Gen eral. " 

# 737- Three Cent, Violet. My Mother. Rotary Press Printing. No 
Watermark. Perf. llx101;2. 

Issu ed May 2, 1934. 

The day following tbs issuing of these stamps, th e American Artists' Pro­
fessional L eague sent a telegram severely criticizing this stamp. This was re­
ported in th e following article by th e New York H erald Tribune :-

AR'l'ISTS PRO'l'ES'l' FARLEY'S STAMP REPRODUCING 

"\VHIS'l'LER'S "MO'l'HER" 

The officers of the American Artists' Professional League sent a telegram yes­
terday to Postmaster General James A. Farley, protesting against the "mutilation" 
of Whistler's famous portrait of his mother, formerly known as "An Arrangement 
in Gray and Black," on the Mother's Day stamp issued last Tuesday by the Post­
office Department. 

The telegram was the outcome of a conference of the league's national execu­
tive committee, composed of F. Ballard Williams, chairman; Wilford S. Conrow, 
secretary; Albert T. Reid, vice-chairman, and Gordon H. Grant, treasurer. It was 
sent to Washington late in the afternoon by Mr. Williams. 

"The attantion of th e American Artists' Professional League has been directed 
to the new stamp issue in commemoration of 'Mother's Day,' wherein use is made of 
Whistler's famous painting of his mother,'' the message said. 
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Desi~-u ed b y .A_. R. ~le i ss1u.• r. 

P h o toµ.·ra11h s of Or ig·innl D r:nv ings. Not Used . 

"In adapting th is picture for use as a stamp such liberties have been taken in 
the reproduction that it amounts to a mutilation of the artist's original picture, 
thereby robbing it of much of its charm and totally changing its composition. This 
is a serious transgression of professional ethics and one which damages the reputa­
tion of the artist. 

"Our Federal government, which should be the first to protect the interest of 
its artists and authors, bas thus, in this case , d emonstrated must clearly the help­
less position of its artist-creator a nd the dire need of an adequate copyright bill 
for bis protection. 

Mr. R eid, the vice-chairman, spoke bitterly about the matter when b e gave out 
the news at bis office, 103 Park Avenue. H e showed how in the stamps the original 
painting had been shortened, excluding n early a third of the lower part, while the 
door hangings in the left background , with the littl e landscape on the wall beside 
them, wer e cut out. 

In place of the hangings there appears the legend , "U. S. Postage. In Memory 
and in Honor of the Mothers of Am erica. Three Cents." 

Pointing to an additional desig n in the lower left-hand corner of the stamp, 
Mr. R eid gave vent to his disgust. " Look at that," b e said. "At first I thought it 
was a cuspidor, but I guess it 's a vase that they got at the same 10-cent store where 
they bought the flowers. " 

The stamp was designed by Victor S. McCloskey, Jr. 'l'he picture was 
engraved by J . C. Benzing and the frame and lettering by E . M. Hall and W. B. 
W ells. 

'I'h e F ull "\.V l1ist ler P o1·t r=1 it. 
Des ig n b y Vietor S . l\l cCl oske·y, J r. 

Pl1otogra1~l1 o f Or-ig:h1al D ra\\1 ing;. Not Usetl . 

This criticism seems entirely unjustified when considering the amount of 
effort expended by the artists at the Bureau in trying to prepare this stamp. 
The use of the Whistler painting was suggested by President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt and there can be little doubt that it was a fitting and proper sugges­
tion. The designs prepared by A. R. Meissner and Victor S. lVfoCloskey, Jr. 
both show an attempt to use the entire ·whistler painting of "My Mother." 
Further development of the design, however, clearly indicated that using the 
full-sized painting would so reduce the portrait as to almost defeat the purpose. 
This stamp was issued in honor of the Mothers of America and not as a special 
tribute to Whistler's painting and it was therefore believed to be more important 
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to properly display a picture of a mother by eliminating part of the original 
Whistler painting. 

Des ig n s by Vietor S. l'lteCloskey. Jr. 
.,. 

Photo~;rnp h s of Orig·han l Or:u,·ings. Not Usetl. 

Although 17 designs were prepared, we have only illustrated those most 
marked. Of the designs presented, Postmaster General James A. Farley ap­
proved one by Victor S. McCloskey, Jr. Postmaster General Farley urged that 
the Mother's Day stamp be used on mail containing a child's greeting to his 
mother on May 13th. This was noted in the following Associated Press de­
spatch dated May 11th:-

"Postmaster General Farley wants every American mother to receive a lette r 
by Sunday bearing the new Mother's Day stamp. 

" 'Inasmuch as the Postoffice Department has just issued a special postage 
stamp in honor of the mothers of America,' he said tonight, 'I feel that it is appro­
priate for me to suggest that every man, woman and child in this country who is 
blessed with a living mother observe Mother 's Day, Sunday, May 13 , by writing 
their mothers a special letter of appreciation and sending it in an envelope adorned 
by the special Mother's Day stamp. 

" 'This action on the part of sons and daughters will evidence their gratitude 
that God has spared their mothers to them and will provide the mothers with a real 
sentimental souvenir which they will be happy to place among their most treasured 
possessions.' " 

At the time this stamp was issued, the local postage and Special Delivery 
rate was 12-cents and numerous covers were mailed to the Mothers of America 
containing a block of 4 of this stamp, and covers may be obtained showing such 
use mailed on Mother's Day, April 13, 1934, which letters were delivered that 
day. While such covers may bear the ''taint'' of philatelic mail, they never­
theless paid the correct postal rate and as such are entitled to the recognition 
as rovers of normal commercial use. Such covers are likely to be more desirable 
than those mailed at other times. 

Shades,-Violet, dull violet. 

Varieties,-a: Plate Number Blocks. 
b: Plate tlaw. 

Stamp # 25 of the upper right pane of Plate 21215 shows a 
marked plate flaw in the lower part of the "A" of "POSTAGE.'' This 
mark of co lor causes the base of this letter to appear solid. 

c: Misplaced Entry. 
Stamps 49 and 50 of the upper right pane of Plate 21211 were 

not entered properly and the right side in each case is lower than 
the left. The horizontal gutters measure 3 mm. on the other stamps 
while on these t hey run from the normal at the left to about 3 %, 
mm. at the right. 
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A. block of 4 containing stamps 44-45 and 49_·50 will show the 
horizontal gutter between 44 and 49 measuring 3 mm. at the left 
and 3 %, at the right, while betwee n 4 5 and 5 0 the spacing runs from 

. 3 ¥,i at the le ft to 3 %, at the right. 

P lates u sed: 21210- 11 , 12, 13, 14, 15 , 16, 17 , 18, 19. 

Des iµ;m1 by Victor S. HcCloskey. J r. 
P h oto;:;r:tt>hs of Or iµ,:i n n l Dr.n n ·i n gs. Not tTsetl. 

# 738-Three Cent, Violet. My Mother. No Watermark. Perf. 11. 
Issued May 2, 1934. 

It had been intended to print the entir e supply of Mother's Day stamps 
on the rotary press but an almost last ihinute change in the plans -resulted in 
the manuJacturing of these stamps on the flat bed press as well as on the rota­
ries. The initial printing of these stamps took place on April 13th , attended by 
an elaborate ceremony in the presence of Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt. As the 
first sheet of new stamps rolled off the press, Postmaster General Farley, in 
presenting them to Mrs. Roosevelt, said:-

"Mrs. Roosevelt, this is one of the great pleasures of my life to take part in 
this ceremony incident to the first press run of the new postage stamp in tribute to 
the motherhood of America. * * * 

" The figure "Mother" on this stamp is taken from the immortal painting by 
Whist ler, the carnation symbolized the ·purity of h er Jove. 

"To you, Mrs. Roosevelt, the First Lady of the Land, a devoted mother of a 
fine and happy family, I dedicate the first sheet of this new stamp issued in honor 
and m emory of the Mothers of America." 

Responding in behalf of the Mothers of America, Mrs. Roosevelt replied:-

"I receive these stamps with a great deal of pleasure a nd I am sure that this 
Mothers' stamp will be one of the most popular issues we have had for a long time. 
This is a most beautiful stamp and I am sure the Mothers of America are most ap­
preciative of the great honor that h as been conferred upon them through the issu­
ance of this stamp by the Post Office Department." 

This method of printing being considerably more expensive than the rotary 
press, the number of stamps printed from fia t bed presses is considerably small­
er than those printed from curved plates. In spite of the comparatively small 
quantity issued, this stamp is only slightly scarcer than the rotary variety as 
most of the flat plate issue came into philatelic hands and a large part of the 
issue was saved. 

Shades,-Bright violet, d eep bright violet. 

Varieties,-a: Plate Number Blocks. 
b: Misplaced Entry. 

Stamp # 1 of the upper right pane of Plate 2120 2 is about 1 mm. 
lower than the other stamps on the first row. 

Plates used: 21202-03, 04, 05. 
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Plates n ot used: 21206-07, 08, 09. 

Quantity issued: 1 5,182,200. 

A 1.•1,roach to the Fi nal Desi;.;·11-Il)' ·vh•tor S. ~lcCloskey, Jr. 
Photogrn1•l•s of Orig;inaJ Dran•ings. Not Used. 

• 

# 754--Three Cent, Violet. My Mother. No Watermark. Imperf. 
Issued March 15, 1935. 

The official press release previously mentioned, described the initial print-
ing of the flat plate Mother's Day stamp, and stated:- · 

"Following the ceremony, Postmaster General James A. Farley purchased sev­
eral sheets of the new stamps and autographed these for President Roosevelt, Mrs. 
Roosevelt, Third Assistant Postmaster General Eilenberger, and one each for his 
3 ch ildren, Betty, Ann and James, Jr." 

These stamps co.me from the press ungummed and unperforated and it was 
therefore common knowledge that this stamp existed in unperforated sheets. 
It was, however, generally believed that these were entirely in official hands, 
and while the< property of individuals, none were believed to be availab.le to col-
lectors. · · 

In November, 1934, however, the philatelic world was startled with the 
news that such a sheet had been sent to the Scott Stamp & Coin Company in an 
effort to sell the same. 'fhis sheet belonged to a private individual in Norfolk, 
Virginia, and was claimed to have been insured for $20,000. The existence of 
such a sheet in private hands subjected the Post Office Department to cd'(lsid­
erable criticism at the hands of collectors who uddenly realized that this and 
other presentation sheets were in a form not available to the general public. 
The agitation against the presentation sheets as evidenced by this i.rnperforate 
MothP-r 's Day sheet first received national prominence through the action of the · 

orfolk Philatelic Society in presenting to the Associated Press a copy of a . 
letter of protest .·ent to President Roosevelt dated January 7th. 

The continuation of the agitation against presentation sheets which had 
been brought to a head by the imperforate Mother's Day stamp resulted in the . 
Department's decision to re-issue these stamps in imperforate and ungummed · 
condition and make them available to collectors through the Philatelic Agency. 

'I'his stamp was therefore issued along with numerous others on March . 
15th, 1935. These stamps were available in sheets of 200 subjects and in blocks 
of 4 Printing was started on these stamps on February 20th, 1935, and on 
March 4th, the Bureau of Engraving and Printing made the first delivery of 
block. of 4 to the Philatelic Agency. On March 8th, the full 200 subject sheets 
were also delivered to the Agency. 

'fhese stamps were printed and issued in sheets of 200 subjects divided by 
horizontal and vertical guide lines. Collectors who bought full sheets were able 
to ohtain complete center and arrow guide .tine blocks. None of these positions 
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were avail~ble in the blocks of 4. H owever, the later fo rm of issue made it 
possible for collector s to obtain blocks of 4 showing a horizontal or a vertical 
guide line between stamps. Th ese stamps remained on sale until Jun e 15th, 
1935, when the imper forate issue was withd rawn. The blocks of 4 remaining 
unsold were destroyed, while the full sheets were gummed and perforated and 
r eturned to the Agency stock. 

The Bureau delivered to th e Agency 13,000 sheets of this stamp, of which 
only l 0,391 were sold. It also delivered 269,900 blocks of 4, of which only 
70,798 blocks were sold. 

These were printed from the same plates used for t he perfo rated issue and 
pla te varieties previously mentioned are also obtainable. 

S hades,- Brig ht viole t , d eep brig ht violet. 

Varieties,-a: P late Number Block s. 
b: Position Blocks. 

A . Cen ter line block . 
B . Rig ht, le ft , top a nd bottom a rrow block . 
C . Block of 4 with v ertica l g uide lin e b e tween . 
D. Block of 4 with horizontal g uide line b e tween . 

P lates u sed: 2120 2-03, 04 , 05 . 

Qu a n tity issued: 7 0 ,79 8 bloc k s o f 4, 10,3 91 s heets o f 200, maki ng a total of 
2,3 61 ,392 s ta mps. 

( T o be cont i nued.) 
Charles Lathrop Pack's 80th 

Anniversary 
Charles Lathrop P ac k cele bra t ed his 

SOth birthday on May 7th , 1 93 7 . 
Mr. P ack h a s been a n a rdent s upport­

e r of philate ly , a nd h a s contribute d 
much to the fi e ld . H e has g ive n liber­
a lly to the Collecto1·s Olub, including 
valua ble collec tions of Can a d a a nd Bra ­
zil , a s w ell a s in cash contributions. 

This g r eat phila te list h a s h a d a n in­
te r esting car eer , the kindliness of his 
nature h a ving expressed itself in e very­
thing with which h e wa s connecte d . E a r­
ly in li fe, Mr. P ack assume d lead e rship 
in the conse rva tion o f A m e rica's fo r est 
and wate r r esources. H e h a s serve d a s 
president of the Na tional Conser vation 
Cong r ess and of t h e A m erican Forestry 
Ass ociat ion. During the World W a r, 
h e organize d the Na tio n a l Ga rde n Com­
mission , of which h e was president from 
1916 to 1919 , whe n t h e commission e nd­
ed its w o rk . 

In 19 2 2 Mr. P ack esta blishe d 'l'he 
Am e1·ican Tree Association, o f which h e 
is still preside nt. This a ss ocia tion h as 

been in s trum e n tal i n t h e pLanting of 
w e ll over t we nty millio n t r ees. In 19 27 
h e esta blishe d the Ch a rles Lathrop P ack 
F o res t r y Trus t , wi t h on e milli o n d olla r s, 
to promote forestry. H e has dona ted 
d e m onstr a tion f o r ests to Syr acuse, Ya le, 
Corne ll , W as hington , a nd Michigan uni­
versities . 

In philately Mr. P ac k h as a lways been 
a love r of t h e fin e old Brit is h Coloni a ls. 
H e h as been a prolific w ri te r on phila­
t e lic s ubj ects, his "Magnum opus" h a v­
ing bee n t h e m agnificent work on the 
Yic toria " H a lf L en gth " sta mps . H e has 
form ed m a jor co llections of Victoria, 
N e w Zeala nd , Ne w South W a les, U ru­
g uay, Spain , Brazil , Can a d a, ewfound­
la nd , N ew Brunswick , a nd N ova Scotia, 
a nd m any s maller ones. 

Many H a ppy R eturns of t h e Day, my 
dear old fri e nd. I salu te yo u , a great 
A m er ican , a nd a g r eat P hilatelist. 

- CH ARLES J . P HILLIPS. 
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U. S. Mail Packets During 
the Civil War 

By GEORGE S. HILL. 

The determination of the corr ect rate marks on covers sometimes hinges on 
the status of the vessels carrying them. 'l'he following table therefore, will 
many times be of considerable value aR the name of the ship is frequently in­
scribed on the cover. The list also r eveals the inroads t hat the Civil War made 
on the United States lines. 

From June 30, 1860 to June 30, 1861 : 

TRANS-ATLANTIC SERVICES. 

AMERICAN STEAMERS: 

" North Atlant ic Steamship Co." from Ne w York to Southampton and Havre : 

Adr·iatic, Atlantic. 

Havre Line. "New York and Havre Steamship Co." from New York to South-­
ampton and Havre : 

Arago, Ful ton. 

Vanderb ilt Line. "Vanderbilt's European Line" f rom New York to Southamp­
ton and Havre : 

I llinois, Va nderbilt, (and Bor·uss ia and Saxo1Lia substitut ing for Illi­
nois). 

FOREIGN STEAMERS serving as U. S. Mail Pack ets under contract: 

*Canadian (Allan) Line: Canadian Mail Packets of the "Montreal Ocea1~ Steam­
ship Co." from Portland to Liverpool and be tween Quebec and Liverpool : 

Anglo-Saxon, BohenLian, Canadian, Hibe t"llian, ,Jura, Melita, No1·th 
American, North B1·iton, Nova Scotian, and Palestine. 

British ( Inman) Line : British Steamers of "Th e Liverpool and New York and 
Philade lphia Steamship Co." from New York to Quee nstown and Liverpool : 

City of BaJtimo1·e, City of Was hington, Edinburgh, Etna., Kanga1·00, 
Vigo. 

North German Lloyd : Bre m e n Packets from New York to Southampton a nd 
Bremen: 

Bre1nen, New York. 

H amburg Line by "Hamburg American Packet Co." from New York to South­
ampton and Hamburg : 

Bavaria, Bo1·ussia, H ammonia, Saxonia. 

Foreign Lines: R egular British Packets of the Cunard and Galway Lines 
performed service from and to the U. S. but were not U. S. Mail Packets. 

•Port l and, M e. w as th e t erminal during the 5 winter months t h at th e St. L a wrance w as 
c losed to n av igat ion. 



206 00£.LEOTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
SOUTHERN LINES. 
AMERICAN STEAMERS: 

California (Vanderbilt's) Line conveying mails via the Isthmus for the West 
Coast of Mexico, California, etc., as well as mails for Central and South 
America. No official statement of Steamers. 

New Orleans and Vera Cruz Line: No official statement of Steame rs. (Prob­
ably mixed nationality) . 

South Pacific Line: No official statement of Steamers. 

West India Line: No official statement of Steamers. (Probably mixed nation­
ality). 

From June 30, 1861 to June 30, 18612: 
TRANS-ATLANTIC SE.RVICES. 

AMERICAN STEAMERS : 

Havre Line : 

A1·ago, Fulton (and Edinbm·gh substituting on the inward Dec. 27, 1 861 
trip only.) . 

The Rebellion led to the withdrawal of the other U. S. Steamers from 
the trans-Atlantic se rvice for the use of the armed forces . 

FOREIGN STEAMERS acting as U. S. Mail Packe ts : 

Canadian Line: 

Anglo-Saxon, Bohemian, Jlibe1·nian, Jw·a, No1•th American, North Briton, 
Norwegian, Nova Scotian. 

British Line : "The Liverpool and New York and Philadelphia" Line : 

City of Baltin101·e, City of Mancheste1", City of New Yo1·k, City of Washing-
. ton, Edinburgh, Etna, Glasgow, Kangaroo. 

North German Lloyd : 

Africa, Bremen, Hausa, New York. 

Hamburg Line : 

Bav_aria, Boruss ia, Hammonia, Sa.xonia, Teuton:ia. 

Foreign Lines: The British Galway line ceased befor e June 30, 1861. 

SOUTHERN LINES.* 
AMERICAN STEAMERS : 

South Pacific Line: to and from Ne w York : 

Ariel, Champion, Northe1·n L ight, North Star. 

South Pacific Line: .to and from San Francisco : 

Golden Age, Golden Gate, Orizaba, St. L<>uis, Sonora, Uncle Sam. 

West India Line: (Probably mixed nationality) : 

British Queen, Columbia, Cleator, Cubana, Cosmopolitan, Isabel la Catolica, 
Karnak, Marion, l\<fatanzas, Noc d'Aqua, Plantagenet, Roanoke, Sala­
din, Santiago d e Cuba. 

•All Ca lifornia m a ils tra nsfe rre d to th e Ov e rl a nd Route July 1, 1861. 
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From June 30, 1862 to June 30, 1863: 

TRANS-ATLANTIC SERVICES. 
AMERICAN STEAMERS : 

In 18 6 3 the e n tire trans-Atlantic service was performed by foreign steam­
ers. ·Those acting as U. S. P ackets a r e given below. The regular British 
(Cunard) Packets a lso performed the ir usual services for foreign countries but 
were not U. S. Packets . 

FOREIGN STEAMERS acting as U. S. Mail Packets : 

Canadlan Line : 

Anglo-Saxon, Bohemian, HJbe n1ian, ,Jtu·a, NOI·th Amel'ican., Norwegian, Nova 
Scotian, St. And1·ew. 

British Line : " The Live rpool and New York a nd Philadelphia" L.ine : 

City of Baltim.ore, City of Manchestet', City of New Yo1·k, City of Wash­
ington, Edinbu1·gh, Etna, G lasgow, Kangaroo. 

North German Lloyd: 

Ame1•ica, Bremen, Hansa, New Yo1·k. 

Hamburg Line: 

Bava1·ia, Borussia, Hanunonia, Saxonia, Teuton.ia. 

•' 

SOUTHERN LINES. 
AMERICAN STEAMERS : 

South Pacific Line : to an d from Ne w York : 

Ariel, Champion, Ci>lumbia, Northe1·n Light, NOI·th Star, Ocean. Queen. 

South Pacific Line: to a nd from San Francisco: 

Cons titu tion, Golden Age, Golden Gate , Orizaba, St. Louis, Sonora, Uncle 
Sam. 

West India Line: (Probab ly mixed n a tionality ): 

Bio Bio, British Queen, Champion , Columbia, Ci>1·sica, Creole, Eagle, Ella 
Warley, Marion, Matanzas, Melita, Morning Stat', Pacific, Philadelphia, 
Plantage net, Roanoke, Saxon, Sheldrake , Talisman, 'l'ubal Oain, Uruon. 

F rom June 30, 1863 to June 30, 1864: 

TRANS-ATLANTIC SERVICES. 
AMERICAN STEAMERS : 

None. 

FOREIGN STEAMERS acting as U. S. Mail Packe ts : 

Canadian Line : 

Amel"ica, B elgian, Bohemian, Uamascus, Hibe rnian, Jura, NOI·th Antet•ican, 
Nova Scotian, P e ruvian, St. Andre w . 

British Line : " Liverpool an d New York an d Philade lphia" Line: 

City of Baltimo1·e, City of London, City of Manchester, City of New York, 
City of Washington, Edinburgh, Etna, Glasgow, l{anga1·00. 
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North German Lloyd : 

America, Bremen, Hausa, New York. 

Hamburg Line: 

Boru ssia, German ia, Hamiuonia, Saxonia. 

FOREIGN STEAMERS: French Packe ts comme nced ope ration in June, 1864 with 
the Wash ington followed by Lafayette, Iinperat1·ice-Eugen ie, Europe and Napo­
leon III. Cunard Line also operated . 

SOUTHERN LINES. 
AMERICAN STEAMERS: 

Sonth Pacific Line : to and from New York : 

Ariel , Champion, Northern Ligh t, North Star, Ocean Qu een . 

South Pacific Line: to and from San Francisco: 

Con stitu tion , Golde n Age, Golden Oity, Orizaba, St. Louis, Sonor a, Uncle 
Sam. 

West India Line: (Probably mixed nationality): to and from New York : 

Colum bia, Oorsica, C'l·cole, Evening Star, Eagle, Havana, Liberty, Matanzas, 
Melville, Morning Star , Ol'iole, P la n tagen et, Roanoke, Saladin, Tubal 
Cain. 

West India Line: (Probably mixed nationality): to and from New Orleans : 

Columbia, Evening Star, Havan a, Matan zas, Mornin g Star. 

Many of the foreign steamers acting as U. S. mail packets were closely asso­
ciated with the U. S. The Canadian (Allan ) Lin e, for instance, r eceived part 
of its subsidy from the American city of Portland, I\1e. It commenced operation 
in 1853. Great Britain charged six pence extra for each half ounce Canadian 
letter arriving by the Canadian Line over the charge for those via the regular 
British Royal Mail Packets of the Cunard Line. Her Most Brittanie Majesty's 
Postmaster General insisted on calling the Canadian Line the ''American Line,'' 
which ired our Canadian cousins considerably. But since the Canadian ships 
were faster on the trip to Great Britain than the Cunarders th ey didn't want 
for filled mail bags. As the Old Tory of St. Martin 's-le-Grand and Palmerston 
consistently refused to listen to r eason the Canadians ''ganged up '' with the 
American Postmaster General. By th e American Mail Packets picking up the 
Canadian mails on their sailing days and the Canadian Mail Packets picking up 
all available American mails on theirs, they managed to defraud John Bull of 
.many an honest shilling. 
Finances of the Tipex 
Theodore E . Steinway, treasurer of 

the Association for Stamp Exhibitions, 
Inc., shows the rece ipts and disburse­
ments of the 19 3 6 International Exhibi­
tion as follows: 

R eceipts: Admission Tickets, $17,-
635.05 ; Frames and Albums, $10 , 223.16; 
Booth Rental, $23 ,113.00; Advertising, 
$6,705.00; Catalog Sales $3,076 .28; Mis­
cellaneous $5,469. 24; Association Funds 
$2 ,033 .66- a total of $68,255.39 . 

Disbursements: Construction, Booths, 

Frames , e tc., $18,758 .06; Rent, $8 ,000; 
Insurance , $1,00 2.3 0; Printing, Station­
ery, Catalog Prospectus $12,478.97 ; 
Wages, Guards, etc., $5,698.00; Medals 
$7 ,546.78; Advertising, Publicity $2,-
048.31; Ge neral Expense 7,933.95; Fed­
e ral and Ne w York City Taxes $184.16 ; 
Miscellaneous 4, 604.86- a total of 
$ 68,255.39. 

A 100 per cent. refund was made to 
a ll guarantors . 
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THE COLLECTORS CLUB BUYS A NEW HOME 

Every member of the Collectors Club will rejoice to learn that we have ac­
quired title to the building at 22 E . 35th St., New York, N. Y ., which will be 
entirely remodeled and made available for our permanent clubrooms just as 
rapidly as possible. The building occupies a plot 22 by 100 feet, between Madi­
son and Park .Avenues, right in the heart of the shopping district and available 
to the various transportation lines from all over the city. 

'I'he building is five stories in height, with a basement, and was originally 
designed by Stanford White for the late Thomas B. Clark. Mr. Clark was a 
collector of .Americana and the whole building was laid out in a manner that 
will be admirably suited for our own needs. 

On the first floor we will have a reception room, and facilities for checking 
any of the personal property of the members. On the second floor the office 
and meeting room will be located, and there is also an extra room that can be 
userl as a loungs for the convenience of the members. Our library will be suit­
ably housed on the third floor and there will also be a commodious r eading room 
and a board room for the Governors meetings. The fourth and fifth floors will 
contain special committee rooms and office for the various activities which it is 
hoped the Collectors Club will now be in a position to undertake. Some years 
ago we prepared quite an extensive program and it would undoubtedly have 
gone through if it had not been for the collapse in 1929. One of the leading 
activities which was contemplated at that time was the establishment of a room 
equipped for th e scientific study and expertizing of stamps, and possibly a re­
cording room which would keep a r ecord of all outstanding rarities. This idea 
of '' pedigreeing stamps'' is one that the Collectors Club has favorably consid­
ered for many years, and it is very possible that a start will be made in our 
new quarters. W e already have the beginnings of a r efer ence collection throngh 
the splendid work of Charles J. Phillips, who has been accumulating material 
for this purpose for some years. \Ve also r ecently received a very fine quartz 
lamp, formerly the property of our member, T. Charlton H enry, through the 
courtesy of Mrs. H enry. It is premature to announce other plans but we have 
been assured of cooperation in equipping this room froom an important quarter. 

It was first considered probable that we would endeavor to rent space on 
these upper floors but the present plans are to r etain them exclusively for club 
purposes and it will give us an opportunity to carry on many additional activi­
ties. 

As practically all of our members know, the foundation for this permanent 
home was laid some 15 years ago at one of the annual dinners of the Club, 
where a fund of approximately $20,000 was raised. Later, through the gener­
osity of .Alfred F. Lichtenst ein, we purchased a building at 51 W. 48th St., but 
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this was sold to the Rockefeller interests when th ey were acquiring the plot for 
the present Radio City. 

W e have long intended to secure another buildinO' when the opportune 
moment arrived, and much cr edit is due Arthur W. Deas, our new president, 
and the present Board of Governors, for their active work, which has resulted 
in the acquisition of this property. 

W e are showing a photograph of the exterior, and further plans will be 
announced as th ey develop. 

'l'h e Ne" ' H o 1ne of the Coll ectors Clu b 

A t 22 E ;i s t 35th Street 

Ne" · York, N. Y . 

'110 b e O ccupie d 1.rJ1i s F :tll. 
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TRANSLATIONS FROM 

KOHL'S HANDBo°K 
q]!L Vr. ff er he rt 9'rfunk 

The t r anslat ions a ppearing und e r thi s h eadin g are a ll ori gina ls pre pared unde r the 
a u spice s of t h e Collectors Club, w h o hold th e co p yr ig ht for t h e English tra n s la t ion s a nd 
w h o r e s erve all rights for r e publi cation. Sugge·s ti o ns f o r f u t ure tra n s l a tions a re always 

· welcome a s w e ll a s criti c isms on a n y of t h e tra nsla tions tha t may appear. Furtherm ore 
we want t o know whe th e r o r not this wor k appeals t o our m e mbers. L ette rs pert ai n ing 
to t h is subj ec t shoul d b e a ddressed t o Alfred F . Li chte nste in, P. 0 . Box 99 4, City H a ll 
Sta tion , N ew Yor k C ity. 

Copyri ght 1937 by t h e Coll ec t ors Club. 

The Bechuanalands* 
SOUTH AFRICA 

A dclendwrn by ~TEPHEN G. RrcH. 

British Bechuanaland, Sept. 1885 to Nov. 1895. 

Bechuanaland Protectorate, Since Nov. 1895. 

1 Pound=20 Shillings. 

1 Shilling=12 P ence. 
(Continu ed fro m p a g e 13 4.) 

(This a dd endum was prepar e d at th e s u g g es ti o n of t h e editor of th e Colle c t ors Club 
P bila!elis t, in compl ia n ce with hi s r equ est t o br in g th e t reatme nt of thi s country u p t o 
d a t e rn s t ead of h a ving it e nd in 19 25 th e d a t e at whi ch thi s section of thfe H a ndbook 
was p ubli s h ed.-S. G . R .). ' 

1. Continuation of Listings. 
( Prices are actu a l 1937 U. S . mark et p r ices.) 

1925 (Au g u s t) a nd la ter . R evised listing supplanting that g iven 
in t h e H andbook and t r ansla t ion . 

Cu r r en t stamps of Gr eat Brita in wi t h w a t erm ark GvR in block 
let t ers overprinted with type A3 as h er etofore. Ty pog r aphed by W a t ­
erlow & Son s, L t d . except the 6d , typographed a t So m erse t House; 
bo th in L ondon . Overprinted in London . P erf. 1 5x14 . 

29 1h d g r een (19 27 ) .0 4 
30 ld scarle t (Aug ust 19 25 ) .0 5 
31 2d orange Die II .08 
3 2 3d purple . 20 
33 4d s la t e green .25 
34 6d dull m a uve , ch a lky pa per .50 

a . ordinary pa pe r .2 5 
35 ls bistre .3 0 

a 

I ! = ~ 
2 § • 

A 8 . 

.04 

.02 

.04 

.15 

.3 0 

.60 

.30 

.35 

The 21hd was r eported in this series in 1925 but has never actually been 
seen; doubtless a typographical error of one chronicler . 
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In this series the shades ar e few, despite the fact that the unsurcharged 
British stamps show great ranges of shades in nearly every value. Only on the 
ld are more than two shades r eally evident. 1\iinor varieties are lacking, but it 
is possible that th e sidewise watermark may turn up on the ~12d, ld and 2d. 

1932, (December 12). Type 3. Engraved and r ecess-printed by Waterson & 
Sons , London. Designed from photogra ph of local scene in Ngamiland (north­
western corner of the Protectora te ) showing cattle and baobab tree at edge of lake. 
Head of King George V; imperial crown ; inscribed for both postage and revenue 
use. Watermarked multipl e script CA ; pe rf. 12c. 

36 ¥.id bright green .0 2 .05 
37 ld scarle t (seve ral sha des but n ever carmine) .04 .03 
38 2d chocolate .07 .07 
39 3d ultramarine .10 
40 4d orange .1 2 
41 6d dull purple .18 
42 ls black & olive gree n (sh a d es of olive green ) .30 .35 
43 2s black & orange . 7 5 
44 2s6d black & carmine .90 
45 3s black & mauve 1.15 
46 5s black & ultra marin e 1. 75 
47 1 Os black & yellow brown 3.00 

In this series, those items not priced used have been seen in the U. S. as 
unused copies only. Doubtless all the values from 6d up will always be much 
scarcer postally used than unused. Although inscribed for r evenue use, none 
have yet been seen in th e U. S. with r evenue cancellations. 

Type4. 

May 4, 1935. Silver Jubilee Issue . Type 4. The standard Jubilee type, colors 
and 'denomina tions. Engra ved and r ecess-pr inted by Bra dbury, Wilkinson & Co. 
Ltd., London. Watermark multiple script CA; perf. llx12. 

48 ld carmine (shades , a lmost to scarlet) and gray 
blue .05 .05 

49 2d gray & ultramarine .08 .10 
50 3d dark ultramarine & yellow brown .12 .20 
51 6d mauve & slate (shades almost to indigo) .30 .45 
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The stamps were actually sold and used May 4, although the date officially 
set for r elease was May 6. 

Three printings were made; possibly distinguishable by shades. 
Varieties exist as follows : 
" Extra flagstaff" on ·mall tower to right of main tower of castle is r eport­

ed by Douglas Armstrong in his book and supplement on Jubilee stamps on all 
four values. This was a secret mark on subj ect 49 of a special r es.erve plate 
used for emergency print ings only. 

''Double main fl agstaff, ' ' with doubling not extending entire height of 
staff i ~ r eported by l\'Ir. Armstrong on th e 2d. 

Prices fo r the va r ieties are not yet stabilized but probably th e top for any 
one is $5.00 used or unused. 

'rhe great majority of th e used copies of th e 1935 Jubilee issue other than 
th e ld are from sets cancelled to order, and any specimen ,-.;.it h light but clear 
postmark is probably of such origin ; I.iobatsi appears to be th e most usual post­
mark, later half of 1935. 

0 
z :s 
~ 

8ECRUARAl.AND 
l'ROIECTORAtD 

:c 
~ ... AH • 

A5. 

Postage Due Stamps. 
1!)23: D ue stamps of Great Britain ove rprinte d in Eng la nd with types A5 and 

A6 . T y pog r a phe d by H a rrison & Son ; wa te r m arke d block GvR s id e wise ; pe rf. 14xl5 . 

l 'h d e m erald green ( ove rprint A 5) 
2 ld scarl et ( ove rprint A 5) 
3 2d black bro wn ( overprint AG ) 

. 05 

.0 5 

.10 

These stamps are priced as used copiei,; in various catalogs but appear to 
be entirely unobtainable in that condition. Such prices are entirely fal se and 
bencr ar e omitted her e. No used copy of any of these has til us far been seen 
in the U. S. 

Dec. 12, 1932. The n e w sta ndard colonial due type (Type 
5). Typog r a phe d by De La Ru e & Co. W a t e rma rke d multipl e 
script CA ; perf . 14 . 

4 % d ol ive g r een 
5 ld scarle t 
6 2d m a uve 

.0 3 

.04 

.06 

As with the earlier dues, they ar e unknown in usrd condition and auy 
µri ces given for them elsewhere are purely fi ctitious. Probably any one of th e 
six due stamps in used condition will be a $1.00 to a $2.50 item if and wh en dis­
covered. Cancellation will be a town mark of Bech uanaland and any other 
should be held a fo rg·ery. 

2. A Change in Listing. 

After the listing of Nos. 22 to 26 of t he Colony, Series A (the Angust 7, 
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1888 issue ), th e descriptive paragraph mentions that No. 23, the 2d, comes with 
curved foot. 

This is a varietv of sufficient distin ctness and worth to be ran keel as a reQ'u­
larly listed one. W e therefore add, giving- price at which one changed ha~ ds 
in 1987 : 

23 c Curly foot of 2 R e d overprint 17 .50 

Th e price is perhaps high because this item is in a Rtrip of three on p iece, 
tied with clear Taungs postmark, Aug. 24, 1888. Kohl suggests $20.00 as the 
price for a single unused; probably correct. 

3. Minor Varieties Recently Noted. 

In stamp No. 4 of the series C, for Colony and Protectorate joint use, the 
2c Qu een's head overprinted "British Bechuanaland," Mr. Sidney Lake has 
unearthed what are at least interesting breaks in th e overprint, worth hun ting 
for on other values also. In one of these, I-I of British is clipped diagonally 
across its upper right corner, and in another the second I of British is lacking 
its entire top half. \Vh at may be the starting of this break is shown on another 
specimen in which the top of the first I is not square but slants to the right; 
th e rnme slight irregnl11rity l1t the bottom Rl1owR on this and on the specimen 
wi th broken I. 

F . L. P emberton, in Stamp Collectors Fortninhtly, March 27, 1937, 11nd 
other journals, reports that No. 9 of series A of the colony, the 1hd Great Britain 
overprinted Briti~h Bechuanaland, exists as \Nh11t appear to be essays, with the 
lines of the overprint l mm. 171/z mm. or 161/z mm. apart. The stamp a<; actually 
used always has this distance a scant 141/z mm. which has been uniformly mis­
reported in the British stamp press as 15 m.m. for many years. 

4. Further Cancellation Information. 

'l'hrough inadvertence the illustration for the first and 
most plentiful type of Bechuanaland cancellat ion was not in­
clud ed in the April, 1937 installment of the translation. '!.'his 
is th e 21 mm. circle with Beclrnanaland at bottom. '!.'he latest 
use of this type so far recorded is l\folepolole, June 21 1921 . 

Some few offices have recently acquired postmarks in 
which portions of the spaces between double circles are filled in by heavy curved 
bars of various lengths, usually with a Maltese Cross at the bottom. K asan e, 
Lobatsi and Serowe are th e three T have seen; bars specially broad in Kasane. 
Dates are 1927 and on. 

Additional color ed postm11rk seen: Ramoutsa, double circle, Oct. 1925, in 
blue. 

5. Note on the Stamps of Series C, 

"Issues for the Colony and Protectorate Jointly. " 
Eip:ht months of fairly steady hunting for these stamps used in th e Pro-

1 ectorate indi cates that the nnmber thus used m'.lst likely was exceedingly small. 
Only 2d and 4d values have shown up with Protectorate postmarks; and of 
tl1cse, all save one ar e among tbE' earli est stamps of this gr oup. Curiously 
cnongh, one of the very first: no. 2 of this series, appears used in 1898 under 
the Protectora te administration. Year dates ar e unfortunately only too oftf'n 
blm·rE'd or not on the stamp with this issue, making identification of period of 
use difficult . 
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Up to writing this article no case of stamps overprinted for the Protector11te 
and u>:ed in th e Colony has come to my attention, altho Dr. l\/Iunk definitelv 
statPs that this could occur and that the stamp supplies wer e pooled. This stat~­
ment may be due to the m~rmnderstanding of th e postmarks in :th e Protectornte 
whicll were inscribed "B. D. ". nnd hence appear to be Colony postmarks. 

A Few Prices. 

. Group A , No. 1 FI, the r emarkable double surcharge, on e in red and one 
m black, on 1hd Cape stamp, sold for $30.00 in late 1936. rrhis was an unused 
copy. In the used stamps, No. 4 FI the same series, missina B in overpriut 
reported in th e t~anslation as selling for $30.00 must be f;i rly plentiful, a~ 
ano tlwr copy sold m late 1936 for $20.00. In 1937 used copy sales reported were: 
No. 5 FI sold for $62.00 and No. 5 FI for $75.00. No sale of No. 8 FI is 
reported. No. 19 of this series, catalogued $12.00 unused in Scott and Gibbons, 
sold for $4.20 in J 935. A 1937 report is No. 20 of this series unused at $13.00 ; 
used at $3.70. · 

As the r_eports come in, it becomes increasingly clear that there is urgent 
ncc:rl. of dra stic downward revision of the prices in the standard catalogs, whether 
13nt1sh, French, German or American. One catalog only, and that a recent 
intPrlnper, in the E nglish language, comes anywhere close to the actua l market . 
N. F. S. C. Exhibition Frame 
Handbool~ 

There h as been a constan t de m a nd 
from various cl ubs fo r specific informa­
t ion about exhibition fram es, how they 
are obtained a nd how they may be con­
structed. To m eet this demand the Na­
tional F ed er a t ion of Stamp Clubs sent 
out a r equest through its Bulletin to 
Member Clubs asking for specifications 
11nd de tails of fram es wh ich they have 
found satisfactory for their n eeds . The 
c lubs h ave r esponded gen e rously an d 
the NFSC has bee n ab le to illustrate in 
detail a series of frames which cover 
practically every type, from the easel 
Lrac k et support, table display , floor dis­
play, to the latest d esign of internation­
a l exhibition display fram es used at the 
TIPEX in Ma y , 1936 , a nd which save 
t h e exhibition committee fully $15,0 00 
1n t h e expense of fram es a lone. Anoth ­
e r importa nt phase covered is th e de­
scription of prope r m ethods used in 
mounting t h e pages on the frames. 

Acknowledgement for cooperation in 
furnishing material for the handbook is 
made to Arthur E. Owe n , design er of 

the TIPEX fram es, Edwin I. Baer of 
'J11e Mcl\:inl ey Stm11p Ol ub of Canton, 
Ohio; )-:Iarolq T. · Stumpf, Pres ident of 
the Oollectm·s Club of Dunkirk , N . Y. ; 
Ludwig Simon, Chairman of t h e Phila­
telic Activity, B1·ooklyn Edison Club, 
Paul W . Savage of 'L'he \Vorcestel' Phila­
telic Society, Fred A. Smith, Secr etary­
Treasure r of th e Oneida-Sherrill Stamp 
Club, Fred C. Foelke r , Secr e tary-Treas­
urer of th e Allentown (Pa.) Phjlatelic 
Society, Willia m H. Wanzer, Secretary 
and NFSC R epresen tative of the B m ·­
lington Stamp Club, K. E. Grab in, NFSC 
Representative of The SiotLx Stamp So­
cie ty, Mrs. Roy s. Smith, NFSC R e pre­
sentative of the Charlotte Philatelic So­
ciety, Sidney K. Clapp, NFSC R epresen­
ta tive of the Colmtial Cit y Stamp Club, 
Kingston, N. Y. , and R egion a l R epresen­
tative of this the Hudson River D istrict, 
a nd various othe r inter ested groups. 

The Booklet also contains suggestions 
for mounting exhibits and will be found 
-re r y useful to clubs who h a ve not a l­
ready solved the ir exhibition problems. 
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Ch a rles J . Phillips 

Class of 1938 
Arthur W. Deas 
Max G. Joh! 
Arthur E . Owen 

Class of 19:J9 
Clarence W. Brazer 
Frederic R. H arris 
Harry L . Lindquis t 

,Honorary Life Governor: John N. Luff. 
Librarian: Ralph A. Barry. 
New Memb ers 

1555 Jacqu es Kilch er , Atlantic City, N. 
J. 

15 5 6 J. T. Curtiss, New Haven, Conn. 
1557 R. T . Boyd , Jr., Philade lphia, Pa. 
15 58 Arthur C. W eil , New York City. 
1559 M. F. Klingen stein, Paterson , N . J. 
1560 Samuel Ray, Chicago, Ill. 
1561 Cornelius W. Wick e r s h a m , New 

York City. 
1 562 Glenn E. J ackso n , Watertown, 

Conn. 
1 5 63 Dud ley W. Atwood, Watertown, 

Conn. 
J 56 4 Albert J . Pope, Oakville, Conn. 
1 5 6 5 Berthold A. Oppenhe im er, Spring­

field , Mass. 
1566 H. B . Whiting, Minneapo lis . Minn. 
1567 Clifford C. Cole, Jr., Atlanta. Ga. 
1568 E. J . Siege l , Brooklyn, N. Y. 
J 5 69 Geo. J . K empler, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
J 570 Chester McPherson, New York City. 
1571 J. B. Kre m er , III, New York City . 
1572 Norbert J . Eich, New York City. 
1573 C. Edmund Lear , Ridgewood , N. J . 
1574 M. Owen W a rns , Milwaukee, Wisc. 
1575 Harry A. Dunsmoor, Syracuse, N. 

Y. 
1576 Geo. B . Hamblin , Whitinsvill e, 

Mass . 
1577 M. N. Oberdorfe r , Jr., J acksonvill e, 

Fla. 
1 578 Mrs. N. Serphos, Larchmont, N. Y. 
1579 C. L. Pheiffe r , New York City. 
1580 Cha nd le r Ba tes, New York City. 
Accessions to the Library 
Heglugjord um notkun posta. Gift of 

. Magnus Jochummson . 
Burdargjald und ir briefasendingar t i! 

utla nda . Gift of Magn us Jochupmm­
. son. 

Burdargjald undir bogg ulsendingar ti ! 
utlanda: . Gift of Magnus .Jochum m ­
son. 

Le ida rvisir fyrir postafgreidendur. Gift 
of Magnus Joch ummson. 

Posttaxtar, 1930 a nd 19 35. Gift of Mag­
num Jochummson. 

Philatelic Analyst, New York A m erican. 
Gift of Publisher. 

Check a nd Price List of U. S. Stamps, 
18 9 4-5 Series. Gift of H. S. Mills. 

Priced Auction Catalog 291 Sale P. G. 
Doan e. Gift of P. G. Doane. 

U. S. Postage Stamps of the 20th Cen­
tury, M. G. Joh!. Gift of H. L. Lind­
quist. 

Stan ley Gibbons Catalogue 1 897, British 
Empire. Gift of H. L. Lindquist. 

Stamps, bound Vol. 18, J a n .-Mar. Gift 
of H. L . Lindquist. 

National Philatelic Socie ty Bulletins and 
Yearbook. Gift of F . M. Gilbert. 

The Sto ry of Our Pos Office, Marshall 
Cushing , 1 893. Gift of D. Berolzheim­
er . 

Catalog u e des Timbres Fiscaux, A. Fo1·­
bin, 1937. Gift of Geo . D. Cabot. 

The Stamps of Great Britain, Pa1·t II. by 
J. B. Seymour. Gift of Royal Phi!:i­
telic Society, London . 

l'HILATEJ.,IC ANALYST, 1937, N. Y. 
America, New Yot•k, N. Y. lOc. 

This booklet of 5 6 pages is a handy 
ch ecklist of Stamps a nd Currency. The 
former inc ludes U. S. 20th Century, Com­
memoratives and First Day Covers, and 
a lso lists British Jubilees and is a ch eck­
list for Geor ge VI co ronation issues. 
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Evenings at the Collectors Club 
AIR MAIL NIGHT. 

On W ednesd ay evening , April 7, 19 37, 
40 or more a ttending m emb ers enjoyed 
one of those opportunities for seeing 
phila te lic wonders which is cr eating such 
incr easing support to our displays . 

The evening was d evoted to a com­
petitive exhibition by memb ers limited 
t o 50 pages each a nd it wa s a mos t 
cha rming surprise to see what a wonder­
ful lot of ite ms could be condensed wi th­
in the permitted fif ty pages. W e a lso 
ha d the privilege of see ing some of t h e 
more specia lized co llections whi ch ob­
v ious ly wer e so complet e as to be beyond 
competition . 

In the non-mope tition class we re 
shown : 

Dr. Philip G. Cole's se lected pa ges of 
"Airmail Collection of the "\Vorld" shown 
by Frido W. K ess le r , comprising a m ost 
comple te collec tion of sta mps a nd cov­
e r s , including the firs t known in a ir 
mail ; Honduras Airma il Sta mps in 
sheets; New fJO undla nd fam ous " H a wk­
er ," mint, used a nd on cover , De Pinedo 
on cover, Chile Airmail stamps, r e pro­
duced by photography, used a nd on cov­
ers , 19 O 5 Pidgeon first ma il from France, 
first J a pa n ese a irma il flight cover ; China 
a irma il , and comple te set s of early air­
ma il stamps on covers. 

George \V. Ange1·s. "Pa.ris 1870 Bal· 
loon and Pigeon Post" covers wer e 
shown by L . B. Gatch ell a nd consisted of 
a ver y wonderful lot of inter esting ma ­
te ria l and data. Ther e wer e covers a nd 
pic tures of over 60 Balloon a scensions 
with r eports of landings in fore ign coun­
t ries a nd even the open sea; ther e were 
sa mples how the Balloon le tte r could be 
identifi ed , covers to show tha t the r a te 
of postage was 20 centimes a nd no dou­
ble va lues used , except when actually 
the rate to foreign countries wa s more , 
as to the U. S., it was 80 centimes. Tab­
loid n ewspa pers wer e issued during the 
8 O days of the sieg e of P a ris a nd 2 0 or 
30 types w er e shown. Samples of " For­
w arded L etters" and " postage due le t­
t ers" wer e illustra t ed and even some of 
the counterfeit s tamps and covers w er e 
t her e. The m e thod of r ea ching inside of 
Paris , by use of homing pigeons , with 
p hotogr a phically r educed copies of let­
t e rs was illustrated in fullest d etail by 
various sa mples of sheets a nd finally 
ther e wa s a n 18 7 O circular of the Brit­
ish P. 0. with informa tion a bout service 
into P a ris. 

In the Competition cla ss we were giv­
en a fine treat. 

Norman Serphos showed " Develop­
m ent of Air mail," a nd beginning wi t h 

th e ver y ea rlies t da t a h e showed an im­
me nse collec tion of first flight covers of 
U. S., England , Germany, F 'rance , Den­
mark, Sweden, Ca nada , Japan, Argen­
t ine, a nd from other countries wherever 
t he r e h a d been first fli ghts . H e had cov­
e r s for the Gra f Zeppelin's various 
flig hts , covers from a lmost every con­
ce ivable sort of fli ght, semi-official , cross 
continent, over oceans , ship to shore, a nd 
shore to ship , north a nd south pole 
flights sign ed by pilo ts and comma nd­
ers London to Austra lia flight with even 
ph~ tos of check for £10 ,000 the pilo~s 
pri ze money, covers a cross the Atlantic 
to Ireland from Engla nd , from Spain to 
th e Philippines, over the Pacific, and one 
carried by Am elia E arha rt. In such pro­
tusion of firht fli ght covers, one was 
moved to believe he mus t h a ve a sample 
of ever y known one. 

George H. Fay sh owed "Canadian Com­
mercia l Air Mail Stamps" consisting of 
a spec ia lized arra nge ment of 1 5 com­
panies , se mi-offic ia l s t a mps in irnperfo­
r ate, perforated , mint in sheets and on 
cove r used, with t ypes , colors, proofs , 
reconstructed plate shee ts together with 
circulars for the sa le of these stamps 
with price lists, instructions how to use 
the stamps, le tterhead and envelopes of 
th e compa nies a nd practically all the 
fac ts and data obta inable about these 
littl e known stamps. 

John Paa1zow's collec tion of " Contract 
Air Mail Covers " was shown by Sidney 
F . Ba rrett , who expla ined tha t Mr. Paal­
zow wa s too aged to be out in the even­
ings . The collection consisted of one 
volume ou t of a number , containing in 
a ll some 2 5 O 0 cover s. Those shown wer e 
for the contracts # 1-2 and 3 with all 
the various endorsements, backstamps , 
a nd indicated a r ema rkable thorough­
n ess in making up the collec tion . 

Nicolas Sanabria's Air Mail Stamps 
wer e shown by Harry L . Lindquist. The 
first section was one sheet of 24c air mail 
showing the a irplane "off center" in va­
rious propositions until it becam e actu­
a lly inverted copy which completed that 
exhibit. The Airma ils of Honduras wer e 
s hown in a highly specia lized collection 
in unused condit ion, with blocks , rari­
t ies , errors , perfora tions, shades, sur­
charges a nd all t h e bewildering profu­
s ion of a practically comple te collection . 

The judges we re Arnold F . Auerbach , 
Emil Bruechig and H erbert Stannard a nd 
t hey awa rded firs t prize to Norman Ser­
phos , second to George H . Fay and third 
to Nicolas Sa na bria. 

- ARTHUR W . DEAS. 
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HARRY L. JEFFERYS SHOWS ms 
ONE CENT 1851-57 ISSUES, 

APRIL 2lST, 1937. 

One of the most inte resting studies of 
the entire field of philatelic r esearch is 
that of the 1851-57 issue of the United 
States, The le, 3c, and 1 Oc values, in 
particular, have been subjected to inten­
sive study, particularly by Dr. Carroll 
Chase, Stanley B. Ashbrook, William L. 
Stevenson, and Harry L. J efferys. 

While Mr. Jefferys has collections of 
the entire isue, he devoted this evening 
€ntirely to the le value, which was print­
ed from 12 plates showing 2400 positions. 

Mr. Jetfferys' collection exhaustively 
covers hte entire plating, numerous can­
cellations, many covers, as well as proofs 
and essays and many other things that 
increase the interest of the co llection. 

The collection starts with examples of 
the le drop letter rate and the le car­
riers. A particularly interesting item 
was a le 18 51 used in connection with the 
3c 1861 , to pay the carrier rate and 
the regular postage rate, respectively. 
It is not known if this was generally 
permitted or was merely an oversight on 
the part of the Post Office. 

His showing of Plates 1 and 2 w ere ex­
ceptionally fine, but t h e chief attraction 
was bis specimens from Plate 3 , which 
are extremely difficult to find, especially 
in multiples as this plate was in use for 
only a very short time. Mr. Jefferys bas 
succeeded in plating 103 positions of this 
plate, every one definite ly proven by over­
lapping pairs or strips. Mr. J efferys has 
the finest lot of these stamps in existence, 
and has agreed to write a chapter on 
them for the forthcoming book on the 
le value which is being prepared by 
Stanley B. Ashbrook. Incidentally , Elliott 
has agreed to write a chapter on the car­
riers and Clarence W. Brazer a chapter 
on the proofs a nd essays of the issue, 
which will make it as complete as it is 
possible to do . 

Mr. J efferys showed a ll the remaining 
plates, and is particularly proud of his 
showing of Plate 5, which h e considers 
much scarcer than even the Plate 3 ma­
terial. Laurence B. Mason undertook to 
explain the various covers and his ex­
tensive knowledge made this section es­
pecially interesting. The whole collection 
is beautifully mounted, 2and contains 
many enlargements and designs to show 
the various varieties. 

Following his exhibit, Stephen D. 
Brown of Flens Falls showed many un­
usual le 1851, mostly on coYer, includ­
ing one of the finest 7 Rl known to exist. 

It was an exceedingly interesting even­
ing. 

-H. L . LINDQUIST. 

U. S. 19th CENTURY COMPETITION, 
WEDNESDAY EVENING, MAY 5th. 

Laurence B . Mas on won the first award 
in the competitive exhibition of 19th 
Century United States stamps held on 
Wednesday evening , May 5. His entry 
was a co llect ion of original cove rs which 
had passed through the New York Post­
office between 1 851 and 1890 and which 
showed every type of cancellation used 
on mail to foreign countries in that pe­
riod. The second award went to R. A. 
Barr:v for a representative showing of 
postmarks, stamps and stamped covers 
from 18 0 3 to 18 9 9. Hans Lagerloef 
took t hird award with a collection of 
stamps on covers, including postmast­
ers' provisionals of 18 4 5-4 6, official and 
private carrier stamps, Black Jack and 
12c 1851 bisects, and a number of com­
binations of British, French, German 
and South American stamps used with 
United States issues on the same covers. 
W. Parsons Todd with a collection of 
blocks of four and plate number blocks 
of six of th e Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing issues between 1894 and 1899 
and Stephen G. Rich with a miscellany 
of stamps and covers, 1861 to 1898, r e­
ceived honorable mention. Edward S. 
Knapp exhibited a collection of United 
States and Danish West Indies stamps 
used on covers from St. Thomas to points 
in this country when it required the 
stamps of both countries to prepay mail 
through. Mr. Knapp's entry was not in 
competition. The judges were J. Mur­
ray Bartels, Arnold F. Auerbach, and Dr . 
Rex T . Taylor. 

At the opening of the meeting, Presi­
dent Arthur W. Deas welcomed several 
members who had been prevented from 
attending club meetings for the last sev­
eral months, Hans Lagerloef, who re­
cently returned from abroad; and Ralph 
A. Barry, whose reforn marked the end 
of a four month's illness, also Father 
John F. O'Hurley of Washington, and 
James S. Hardy, of Glencoe, Ill., who 
were visiting in the city. Respect was 
also paid to the memory of 0. N. Giert­
sen, who died suddenly on April 27 of a 
heart attack. Mr. Giertsen was a spe­
cialist on the stamps of Norway and had 
visited t h e club on numerous occasions . 

-R. A. BARRY. 

FORT ORANGE MEMBERS HOST TO 
COLLECTORS CLUB DELEGATION 

MAY 18, 1937. 

Returning a visit of the Fort Orange 
Stan:ip Olub in January, a delegation of 
Co llectors Club members were guests of 
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the Albany Society at their Annual Ban­
que t and meeting on May 18. 

After a h earty welcome at the depot 
our group was escorted to a special ex­
hibition of stamps and covers at the 
State Historical Society, where the club 
bas its meet in g rooms. At the Banquet, 
h eld at the University Club, Ward Hin­
man was presented with a pair of silve r 
book-ends portraying St. Gordon's Lin­
coln , as a trophy for his fin e collection 
of stampless covers , while Basil Kievert 
and George Cooley received ribbons for 
U. S. Proofs and Zululand r espec tively. 

Introduced by W. L. L . Peltz , Clarence 
Brazer, of our entertainment committee , 
continued the meeting by presenting our 
E-xhibitors. 

Laurence B. Mason displayed a fin e 
g roup of Pony Express and W ells Fargo 
covers. Stephen G. Rich showed his 
human inte rest lot of Zululand, while 
Max Joh! exhibited and t a lked a bout a 
s izable volume of U. S. Twentie th . Er­
nest A. K ehr breezed through a brief 
a ssortment of Miscellany to be follow ed 
l.Jy Harry A. Dunsmore displaying a col­
lec tion of historical covers . The meet­
ing was concluded by Clare nce Brazer's 
own showing of th e 15 and 24 cent es­
says and proofs of the 1869 issue . 

The Fort 0l'ange Stroup Club is to be 
congratulated on their most cordial hos­
pitality and the fin e showing they made 
a t this Annua l Banquet a nd Meeting. 

VISIT OF 'l'HE WORCESTER (MASS. ) 
PHILATELIC SOOIETY. 

The Co1lectors Club had the pleasure 
of r eceiving m embers of the Worceste r 
Philatelic Socie ty a t the las t Inte r-Club 
meeting of this season, May 19th. 

The following m embers attended , of 
whom the first six gave displays and 
talks: 

R. H . Marble, R ev. Ralph P ease, Paul 
Savage, Frank L. Coes, H. H . Dunbar, 
Ma rcus M. White, A. R. Brigham, Dwight 
S. Pie rce, Ralph Smith. 

Before the m eeting the visitors were 
entertained by a dinner at The Chemists 
Club , about thirty being present. 

The first speaker was Roger H. Mar­
ble, talk and display on " Broadening the 
Scope of Stamp Collecting ." H e showed 
pages of two volumes which h e used in 
talks to many junior stamp clubs round 
Worcester . 

Interesting pages we re shown with 
enlargements of the types of the 2c and 
3c stamps of the 20th century. Dia­
grams wer e shown of the different posi­
t ions of the double and single U. S. 
watermarks. In stamps on covers one 
inte resting one shown was franked from 
California with t en 1 cent stamps, 1851-
5 6, two stamps of which showed major 
cracks. Among other side lines pages 

we re shown of advertisements on stamps 
- forms of Topical collecting, such as 
Maps, Music, Globes, Occupation stamps, 
Stamps showing Natives of various coun­
tries . Inflation stamps of Germany, 
some as high as 500 billions of marks. 

One story that Mr. Marble told may 
he ne w to many of my r eaders: 

During the World War the British Se­
cre t Service Men in Germany were close­
ly watched by the Germans , who gave 
orders that all post offices should report 
the names of buye rs of quantities of the 
5pf and lOpf stamps. The British got 
wise to this a nd had large quantities of 
both these stamps forged and printed in 
Eng la nd and stocks were smuggled to 
the British Agents in Germa ny so that 
they had no need to visit the German 
post offices. 

The R ev. Ralph P ease spoke on "Chris­
tianity as shown on Postage Stamps," 
a nd showed a collection in some eight 
sec tions ; such as Christianity as exem­
plified by a s tamp of Greece showing 
God with a battle scen e below Him­
Jta lian stamps showing Christ and His 
Disc ipl es- Braz il with monument of 
Christ on the Co rcova da- Argentine with 
s t a tue of Christ on the Andes on the 
borde r line be tween Chili a nd Argen­
tine. 

Section II. Bible scenes , such as Noa h 
and his ark on Mt. Arara t. 

Sect.ion ill. Saints , such as St. An­
thony on Portug u ese. 

Section IV. Christian Mission & Mis­
s ionari es. 

Section V. F a mous Christians , and 
othe r sec tions forming a very interesting 
s ide line of sta mp collecting. 

Paul Savage, who showed some of the 
provisional issues of his great collection 
a nd who said that in the near future we 
would have an opportunity to see a Mo­
vie pic ture of Sarawak as the Ranee of 
Sarawak was now in Hollywood super­
intending its production. 

Mr. Savage pointed out various r eas­
ons why provisionals became necessary 
-explained the many differ ent printings 
and settings of the surcharges and show­
ed many full sheets, rarities and errors . 

Mi·. Frank L. Coes showed a volume 
of his collection of Russian Locals. H e 
pointed out that there wer e about 2500 
diffe rent locals , not counting errors and 
varie ties- also that every known method 
of printing stamps was adopted- except 
the offset printings. In one case of 
lithographed stamps the "sit down" 
method was new to most of us as he said 
tha t a lithographic stone was prepared 
a nd the printer sat upon it 35 times and 
produced 3 5 impressions be fore the stone 
had to be r e-inked. 

In all , Mr. Coes told us there were 196 
different Local Posts in Russia. 

Mr. Marcus W. White showed one vol­
ume of his collec tion of envelopes which 
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contained many uncommon and inter­
esting varieties. Among the Confeder­
ates I noted a numbe r of U. S. envelopes 
overprinted for different Confederate 
Bureaus, among the m an unlisted 1853 
Finance Bureau , a fin e Trans-Mississippi 
3 cent. 

In the U. S. e nve lopes many scarce 
Railroad cancellations, many Corner 
Cards , Covers with advertisements print­
ed in colors round the embossed stamps, 
which were shortly suppressed by the 
Government. 

Ther e w e r e inter esting trial colors of 
the Centennial enve lopes, Essays for the 
Columbian enve lopes , Tria l colors of the 
1907 issue on blue and on buff paper, 
but none of these are known entire. The 
exhibit concluded with a fine set of Wor­
cester cance llations from 179 5. 

Mr. H . \ V. Dunbar showed the 1902 
issue of U. S. stamps in sha des a nd Un­
usual Mounting. This is a fin e collec­
tion, ve ry strong in shades, both in sin­
gles and blocks. In the blocks I no­
ticed the scarce $1.00, $2.00 and the 
r a r e $5.00 . 

- CHARLES J . PHILLIPS. 

W e are indebted to Linprin t Inc., for 
a copy of UNITED S'l'A'rES COMMEM­
ORA'l'IVE STAMP FAO'.rS by A . C. 
Townsend , r evised second Edition, which 
was published som e time ago. 

MINIA'l'URE SHEETS OF THE WORLD. 
Th e New York Stm, 1937. 

A he lpful guide to collectors of these 
sheets. This booklet consisting of 
Group A and Group B contains listings 
of all known miniature sheets through­
out the world, with an a dequa te write 
up pe rtainin g to the m . 

GARRIS'S ME'l'ER POS'.rAGE STAMP 
CA'l'ALOGUE. 1937 . The Philatelic 
Magazine, 112 Strand, l 1ondon, 5 shil­
lings . 

This is th e second Edit ion of this 
work , the first one having appeared in 
19 3 5. The bookle t contains 8 8 pp . with 
a group index to countries of British 
Empire, Europe and Possessions of Euro­
pean States , and , r est of the world, so 
that every country is easily r e ferred to. 
It is a valua ble a id to collectors of 
m e te rs. 

l ' ROEDE'S BRIEFMARl{EN KATALOG, 
DEUTSCHLAND 1937. Price 60 Pfen-
1tig. Han s Froede, Dusseldorf 66. 

This is the 3rd Edition, containing 
Old a nd Ne w German Sta t es , War Stamps 
e tc., with many corrections . An aid to 
collec tors of this country. 
Collectors Club Philatelic 
Duplicates A vailahle 

Among the Duplicates Which We Offer to Our Read~rs 
Are the Following: 

Albemarle Stfilu p Collector, single issu es of va rious v olumes , as w e ll a s bound I-IV 
and VIII. 

American Jou rnal of Philately, second series, comple te except volume XVII, all bound. 
Collectionneur de Timbres Poste, two volumes . 
Dontinican Philatelist, three volumes. 
Deu tsche Brief.mat·ken Zeitung, III a nd I'V . 
Foreign Stamp Collectors News, volume I. 
Gazette des Timbres, I, II bound. 
Grieberts Philatelic Notes and Offers, I, II, bound. 
Morley's Philatelic Journal, I , II, VII bound. 
New York Stamp, I-IV, two volumes bound. 
N ederlandsch Maandblad voor Philatelie, 19 3 5. 
Philatelistische1· Boersen-Courier, 18 91 bound. 
Precancel Gazette, Oct. 1920-Aug. 1922, bound. 
'Timbrophile, numbers 1- 80 complet e, unbound, with index. 

• • • 
Prices ''ill be quoted on the above to anyone inte1·ested in these items. 

• • • 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB 

30 East 42nd Street, New York City 



C OL LE CTOR S CLU B PHI LA T EL IST I 
I 

BRITISH COLONIALS. 
I Make a Specialty of 

RARE BRITISH COLONIALS 

Many of the 

of all periods and the pick 
of the market always finds 
its way into my stock. 

* * * * * 

RARITIES 
in the most famous collections 
in the World have been sup­
plied by me-cannot I supply 
you? 

* * * * * 
SELECTIONS SENT ON APPROVAL 

TO ANY PART OF THE WORLD 

* * * * * 
Only stamps in the finest possible condition and at 
reasonable prices will be found in my books. 

* * * * * 
Collectors should write w ithout delay and thus secure some of 
the choicest items that come on the market. 

* * * * * 
The Cheapest Dealer in the World 

for Rare British Colonials is:-

T~ ALLEN 
FRINTON-ON-SEA ESSEX, ENGLAND 
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COMING TO EUROPE? 
Then you must see something of the superlative " Collection 

of a Connoisseur" formed by the late millionaire philatelist 

MICHAEL STEPHENS~ Esq. 
which is shortly to be offered by Mr. H. R. HARMER at the 

Bond Street Stamp Au~tions 

An illustrated schedule of the six 2-day auctions, starting 
May 31st, 1937 and ending January 18th , 1938, is no ready, and 
WILL BE SENT FREE to any reader of the " Collectors Club Phila­
teliSt" who writes for it. 

If you are not coming to Europe this summer you must hear 
all about this extraordinary collection, so full of philatelic gems 
of the highest order. 

Send at once fo r the free illust ra ted b rochure , a nd if you 
wish to have the fullest record of the Col lec ti on, and of al l 
the prices real ized , you may subsc ribe for the w hole ser ies of 
" Stephens Catalogues and Prices" to be sen t you by pos t as 
issued for 15 shi ll ings ($4.0 0) . 

• • • 
The Bond Street Stamp Au~tions 

ARE HELD 

EVERY MONDAY AND TUESDAY 
Throughout the Season 

They are the Best for Buying and Best fo r Sel ling Single 
Rarities or Fine Collections. 

If you have stamps for Sale consul t Harmer' s of Bond Street. 

• • • 
Please address al I communications to: 

D.R. HARMER 
The World ' s Leading Sta mp A uct ioneer 

131-134 New Bond St.~ London~ W. I. 
Telepl1on: 1'1AYfa ir 021 8, <Y~O 're legr:uu s : " Phis tau1sel-Wes do, London' 

Cabl es: " Phist:nnsel , l.oudon" 
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SPECIAL LIST 
• • • 

BRITISH COLONIES 
AND 

UNITED STATES 
POSSESSIONS 

• • • 

We have been fortunate in acquiring a 

magnificent lot embracing these two 

groups. 

Everything listed is in unused mint con-

dition both singles and blocks with t he 

prices at such an attractive level that 

you cannot fail to be interested. 

If not on our mailing list 

Write for a copy, there is no cha rge. 

• • $ 

ECONOMIST ST AMP CO., Inc. ~~~ 
87 Nassau Street New York, N. Y. 



IV COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
We continue our well-known 

AUCTION SALES 
on a 

LARGE BASIS. 

If you are a buyer or if you wish to 
dispose of your stamps, please get 
in touch with us. 

Our NEXT SALE will be held in 

ZURICH 

on 

SEPT. 29th to 
OCT. 2nd, 1937 

Illustrated catalogue free on request through: 

CORINPHILA 
Bahnhofstr. 76 Zurich (Switzerland) 



COLLECTORS OLUB PHILATELIST v 
The Collectors Club 
Application for Membership 

I hereby make application for membership in the Collector s Club, subject 
to the Constitution and By-Laws of . said organization. 

Name ___ _______ ____ __ __ __ _____ __ _____ _____ ___ ______ ____________ ___ _ _ 

Residence _______ ___ ____________ ______ _____ __________ ________ __ ____ ____ _ _ 

Busin ess Address __ _________ __ __ ___ __ _ -·--- - -·-- - - -- - - - - - - - -- - - - - - -- -- - - - - -

Profession or Occupation ________ ___ __ __ .- - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -- - -- - ----- - - -- -- - -

Membership Class 
Resident_ ________________ Non Resident ___ ___ _______ Junior ____ . ___ ________ _ 

Age __ _______________ Specialty ____ ________ __ ______ ___ ______ ___ ________ __ _ _ 

Membership or Offices held in other Philateli c Societies, and / or writings on 
Philatelic subj ects. 

Signature 
Proposed by ___ __ ____ ________ ___________ ___ ___ ________________ ________ _ _ 

Seronded by _______ _______________ ______ ______ __ ___ ____ ____ ____ __ ______ _ 

References : (Two references-~e"· York City, if possible-must be given 
by evrn r applicant unl ess both proposer and seconder are r esident members.) 

1 ) ------------- ---- - - ------------------ --- --- -------- --- - --- -- - --------

2)- -- --- -- ------ - - ----------- ------ ------ -- ---- ----- ------- ---- --- ----- · 

The usual entrance fee is waived a t th e present tim e. 
The annual du es a r e 12 .5 0 for R esident Members under 35 years of age, $25.00 

for R esident Members over 3 5 year s of age , $5.00 for Non-Resident and $3.00 for 
Junior Members . 

If application is m a de after July 1st, one-ha lf th e dues will be ch a rged for the 
ba la n ce of the current year . 

Dues include $ 2.00 for a subscription to the Collectors CJ ub Philatelist a nd en­
title the m embers to a r edu ced price on all Club Publications. 

Applications should not be accompanied by r emittance but bill will be sent upon 
e lection. Membership cards are issued upon paym ent of du es. A comple te list of 
m emb ers is published in the Collectors Club Phi latelist. 

This a pplication should be sent to: 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
30 East 42nd Street, New York, N. Y. 



VI COLLECTORS CLDB PHILAT E LIST 
Harmer Rooke Co.~ Ltd. 
The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneers 

Obtain highest prices for Rare Stamps, Air Mails, Collections, etc. Nearly 
40 years Auction experien ce has given them an unrivalled knowledge as to 
present d ay market conditions . 

Estate Trustees a.nd Owners of important properties, desiring to rea­
lize in 

The World's Most Favorable Market 
Are invited to communicate with t.h e Auctioneers . 

Free Valuations to Vendors Weekly Sales Catalogues Free 

Selling Commission 12 1-2 per Cent. 

INQUIRIES TO 

THE STRAND AUCTIONS 
2 Arundel Street, Strand, London, England 

Cables : PhHators Estrand J,ondon. 
Wanted to Pur~hase 
Superb Unused U. S. Stamps With Full Cum of the Issues 

1847 to 1888 Inclusive. 
I s hall be glad to receive selections of any o f t h e aboYe stan11ls, s uuerb mint copies 

only 'vanted. St:uups s hould be sent on ap1lro,r.al ''' ith e a c h st:nnp prieetl at lo.,..,Tes.t net 
c a s h price. I never 1nake offers . 

I an1 also open to purcl1:1se FINE COLLECTIONS of th e above issut"s. 

A Few Offers in Extra Fine Commemoratives. 
1 8 93 COLU HBIANS. 

6 cents, red-·violet, s 111lerb sheet of 100, full in11lrint s at botton1 antl both s ides, 

n.ooce:S;:.~~~-~.;d; i,;.; ·.;1~·c·1~ '.i ·: : : : :::: : :: : :::::::: ::: :::: : : : ::::: :: : : ::::: :::: ::: :$~~::::: 
$2.00 brown-red, fine· block 4 . . . . . . . ........ . .. .. .. .. ............. . .. . ..... . .... .. 150.00 
$2.00 brown-red, fine block 4, sn 1>erb u s ed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90.00 
$3.00 very dark olive g1·een , :tbsolutely s uperb blo('k. Jo-,ye1· left eorner, lettered 

"B B" full 1nargins and perfectly centered, n ge111 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3115.00 
( N. B . A b l ock sold at auct ion March 1937 for $475.00.) 

1898 'l'RAN S-UI SSISSIPPJ . 
$1.00 black, Top or Bottom pairs with Imprint & No. 600 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65.00 

ON E N 'rlll.E C OVERS. 
"MORMON I SLAND- CALA" in tlouble lined oval, :11ltlresse1l to !Ur. John B. Wloit-

ney, Sebago, ltlaine, snutll euvelo1>e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.00 
ltlaine Liquor LuW", sn1all en,·elo1•e 'vith 3c, 1851 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 .00 
1'-lnine Liquor Ln,v, sinall envelo1)e, no stn1n11. ltut l:n·g;e 5 in c irc l e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.00 
Devil & Pitchfork. West Heri<len. Conn. with 3 c . rose 1861. tied on with tl1e DEVIL, 

very fine . June 26, 1866. Addi·essed, Hou. D . F . Richu rtlson. ~Jast B n1d"Tin, !\le., 
sntall cover, i•erfect, " rith letter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00 

CHARLES J. PHILLIPS 
15 Central Park West, New York 



COLLEC TORS CLUB PHIL A TELIST Vil 
SWEDEN 
THE TWO VERY RARE ERRORS- PRINTED ON BOTH SIDES. 

1858-62 

3 ore, brown, (Scott 1 3 b ) . 12 ore, b'lue, (Scott Sb ) . 
Both in superb n soo condition. 

The two for $500. 

RARE BRITISH COLONIALS 
W e are always buyers of anythink ra_r e and unusual , w h eth e r old or modern, aincl 
particularly want errors of all kin ds . Sen d u s your offers. 

At the present t im e we have on h a n d stock of 

CHILE, JAPAN AND GREECE 
and should be pleased eith er to attend to want lists or to sen d sel ections on approval. 

Seli, Pemberton & Co., Ltd. 
12 South Molton Street LONDON, W. 1, ENGLAND. 

Cables SEFIPEM-LONDON 
PERCY G. DOANE 

608-9 Tribune Bldg. 

154 Nassau St., New York City 

--- 0---

1~UCTION SALES A SPECIALTY 

CATALOGUES FREE ON REQUEST 



. -
VIII C O LLECT O RS OLUB PHILATELIST 
"There Must Be A Way To Fly~" 
was the guiding conviction that led the Wright brothers to their suc­
cess. We felt the same ·way about pleasing fastidious collectors of 
mint airmail stamps who couldn't find a satisfactory approval service 
elsewhere. We decided to make up each selection individ1tally, and let 
the customer's needs dictate our service. Tell us about your collec­
tion : its size, the countries you pref er, the price-range you are interest­
ed in, whether you need odd values or complete sets. Two commercial 
r efer ences ar e the only requirement for you to enjoy examining, with­
out obligRtion, periodic selections of fine mint airmails. 

H ave you sent for you; copy of 

"The History and Romance of Airmail Stamps?" 

Like the best things in life, it's free . 

EMIL BBtJECDIG 
A Specialist S erving Specialists 

522 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N. Y. 
Boston Auction Sales 

I hold auctions regularly in Boston, and would be 
glad to send my Catalogues to any Collector applying 
for them. 

I am always in the market for collections, U. S. or B.N.A. which 
I will buy for cash outright, or sell at private sale, or at auction on a 
commission basis. If desired, a liber al advance against pending sales 
will be allowed on any desirable items. 

DANIEL F . KELLEHER 

7 " rater Street Room404 Boston, Mass. 



COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST IX 
Artistically ar1·anged pages held in a 
handsome, str ong, fabricoid spring-back 
binder make up the Poole SENSIBLE 
album for United States s tamps. 

• • • • 
Planned for the collector of average 
means, this album provides a goal of com­
pleteness that is not impossible, a nd yet 
t h ere are spaces for all important stand­
a rd varieties. It costs but a one-cent 
stamp to investigate for a sample page, 
a nd the l arge d escriptive prospectus is 
free on reques t . 

• • e • 
'\.Vh y not 'vr-ite nnd investig·nte today? 

Price $3.00 Express paid 
• • 0 • 

Supplement A for Coils and Irnperfs. in 
PAIRS, 50c extra 

Supplement B for Exhibition Sheets, 40c 
extr a 

Quadrille pages to match, 50c for 25 
Glassine sheets for protection, 25c for 25 
Kodapak sheets for protection, 50c for 25 
Fabricoid case to match a lbum, $1.00 

• • • • 
B. w. H. POOLE 

607 Merritt Bldg. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 
I
t

Nearly Every 

British Colonial 
IN STOCK 

From th e Great Rarities to the Cheapes t . 
95 per cent. of a ll the British Colonial 
Stamps e v e r issued in t hi s a mazing stock. 

Varieties, Errors, Blocks, Etc. 
The World's Premier House Exclusively 
for the stamps of th e British Common­
wealth of Nations. Look h e re first and 
save time a nd expe n se for those stamps 
you n eed. 

• • • 
'" \V:1 n t Lists"- "All Ne ' v Issues" 

• • • 
lllonth ly Bulletin for Collectors. 

APt>raisals for Estates. 
Co1n1uere ial References Necessary. 

• • • 
\ Ve Buy Collections or Your Duplicates 
at F a ir Prices-We do not deal in the For­
eig n or U . S. Stamps-But Exclusively 

BRITISH COLONIALS ONLY 
• • • 

KenMore Stamp Company 
KENHORE, NEW YORK 

• • • 
BANKERS 

Fil's t National Bank, ICenn1ore, N. Y. 
State Bank of Ke11u1ore, li:enmore, N. Y .. 
!.\lidl nnd Bunk. London, England. 
Royal Bunk of Cnn.nda. Fort Erie. N. Ont. 
 
 

AUCTION SALES 
ON 

AIR MAIL 
AND 

UNITED STATES STAMPS 
HELD REGULARLY. 

Catalogues Sent Free Upon Request. 

World's Leaders In 

AIR MAIL STAMPS 
Supply Every Possible Want. 

WE ARE IN THE MARKET FOR IDGH 
GRADE COLLECTIONS. 

Sanabria 's Air Post Journal 
l{eeps Dealer s and Collectors Informed 

on 

AIR POST STAMPS 
Supplemental To 

S'tandard Catalogue of Air 
Post Stamps 

1936 Edition- De Luxe Bound- $2.50 

NICOLAS SANABRIA, INC. 
17 E. 42nd St., New York City 
HERE IT IS-THE 

Marquette Sectional Album 
Setton .# 1- FOR 'rHE STA!UPS OF 

United States Postage to Date 
Pri ce for t his section, consisting of 176 pages, $2.00 
postag-e free. Size 7 'h x9 inches. For full particu­
lars. send for sample page and prospectus. Arti stic 
post binder to match in rich blue or green cloth, 7 Sc 
extra. Don't buy any album before you have fully 
inve.,tigateci this proposition. 

• • • 
Marquette Watermark Detector 

In offering collectors a 
cup for detecting wat­
ermarks, we have tak· 
en great precautions to 
produce an article that 
gives absolute satisfac· 
tion. It is in a class 
of its own. 

We do not offer a 
common cheap paper 
composition outfit or a 
cup "ith a painted bot­
tom. The base is made 
of a specially prepared 
Jet black crystallized 
glass, while the lid is 

of c1ear crystal. LikweiRe, it is air tight and will 
retain the fluid for sometime without removing. 

"Every eolleetor s h ould h ave one." 
'rh e price is 60c postfree. 

D ea lers write for wholesale prices. 

• • • 
United Stamp Company 

140 S. Dearborn Ch icago, Ill. 



x COLLECTORS OLUB PHILATELIST 
Fair Prices 

Prompt Payment 

Booklet of Information 
Fred J. JUelville 
contributes an article 
to every number. 

S e nd l Oc in stamps for a copy of the 
lates t issue or $1 for a year's subscrip­
tion. 

THE STAMP MACAZINE 
22 Norton House, Knightrider St. 

LONDON,E. C.4, ENGLAND. 
- YOUR SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY-

DE LUXE LOOSE-4.EAF ALBUM 
Bound in Full Padded Blue 

Morocco 
Finest Whatman Handmade 

Paper 
Fleece Lined Case 

• • • 
SPECIAL PRICE 

(N01·mally $18.50) 

$15.30 Postpaid 
• • • 

This lot was ordered for a collector, but 
before delivery, h e ceased collecting, 
:tnd the books are offered, while they 
l:tst. 

• • • 
His loss will be your gain. 

• • • 
NASSAU STAMP Co. 

~~~ 68 Nassau Street 
New York, N. Y. ~~~ 
- CORONATION ­

South West Africa 
The Complete Set of 8 Bi-Lingii.al Pairs 

Used on 2 " .First Day" covers, and 
Super~5.00. 

Postage Extra . Immediate Delivery. 
Remember t he Silver Jubilee 

And Do Not Delay. 

• • • 
My Latest "Special Offers" 

With full list of Coronation Stamps, and 
many bargains in Old a nd Recent Is­
sues will be sent postfree to any col­
lector mentioning the "Collectors Club 
Philatelist." 

• • • 
W. T. WILSON 

Royal House, Sout h Parade, 

SUTTON COLDFIELD, England 
• • • 

Recent Purchase 
Ch o ice Co ll ec tions of the Old German 
States, Baden a nd Wurte mburg in fin e 
quality, also many fi n e Covers of the Old 
Italian States, Naple s , Roman States, Sic­
ily, e t c . 

C ltoiee A 1)1>rovnls Agai11st Usual 
R eferen ces- What Do You Need? 



OOLLEOTORS OLUB PHILATELIST XI 
I 

I 
I 

LET US SHOW YOU 

What We Can Do 
With A Want List 

Fot· m a n y yeal's we have continua ll y built up out' stock of the I _____ ..,;::;,;,,;,._ __________________________________________________ __ 

19th & 20th CENTURY STAMPS of the WORLD 
I 
I 
B 

a nd believe t hat w e can offer a selection that will inte1·est you a nd 
at pl'ices that will p rove attractive. 

Local and visiting collector s are welcome at all times. 
Items will b e submitte d on app1·oval to those· known 
to u s or who supply com.mercial refet·e nces. 

DOMAN KBASSA CO.~ In~. 

116 Nassau Street New York, N. Y. 
WE DAVE MOVED 
TO LARGER AND MO R E MODERN PREMISES 

110-111 
LONDON~ W. 

STRAND 
C. 2~ ENGLAND 

Please Note New Telephone & Cable Address : 

'l'elephone : Cables: 
Temple Bar 4711 (2 lines) Albums, London 

At our new premises we have now the largest philatelic show­
rooms in London for the display of all the F. G. Albums, acces­
sories & stamps. We are specialists in the Old Classic 
Issues of all countries & have immediate cash available for 
large or small collections, single pieces , covers , etc . in fine 
condition . 

ENG L A N D ' S L ARGEST S T AMP BUYER S 

FRA NK GODDEN~ Ltd. 



XII COLLECTORS CLUB PHIL ATELIST 
~H~NE 
LOOSE LEAF 

Blank Albums 
Stock Books 

AND 

Philatelic 
Accessories 

E lbe Products Need No 
lntI·o du ction . 

L eading Philatelists 
use a nd e ndorse them 
eve rywh e re! 

W e manufacture the 
finest a nd most complete 
li n e of Bla nk Sta mp Al ­
bums, Stock Books a nd 
oth er Philateli c Sup­
plies. A variety of 
styles, grades, a nd sizes 

from $.60 to $27.50 
retail. 

FREE 
Send for Catalog 

No. 9-P. 

Elbe File & Binder Co., Inc. 
Dept. C 

:!Hi GREENE S'l'., NE\V l;ORK, N . Y. 
AUCTION SALES 
IN 

PHILADELPHIA 
We are in a position to handle 
two or three important stamp 
collections during the 

1937-1938 

SEASON 

Those wishing to sell by this 
method may now arrange for 
preferential dates . 

EUGENE KLEIN 
200 South 13th Street 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
B•·idger A Kay!'>s 
1936 Price List of 

British Colonial Stamps 
Price, Twenty-five Cents 
(re fund ed agai nst purchase) 

Thi s 100-pa g e list gives our price s for 
m os t obsolete British Colonial stamps, and 
orders can be filled from a ctual stock. 

• • • 
WANT LISTS 

of a ny country, F o r e ign or British Colo­
nia l, are our specialty and th e majority of 
r equirem e nts can b e submitted , excepting 
r ecent issu es. Prices average about half 
standard ca t a log u es. 

• • • 
Special Offers No. 12 

FREE ON REQUEST 
G ives Revise1l Great Britain Offers. 

Hritls h Colonial Stamps at Special Prices. 
A lso Quotnt ions for Rarer Stnn1ps. 

• • • 
BRIDGER & KAY, LTD. 

170 Strand, London, W. C. 2, Eng. 
IF A 
Stamp Colle~tor 

Subscribes 
TO THE SAME 

New Issue Service 

fo1· twenty-five years t h e1·e must be 
som eth ing a bout t h e Service that satis­
fies him. 

• • • 
\Ve h ave seve1•al subscribers to ow· 
Se1·vice with a twenty-five years' 
record. 

• • • 
Write for a leaflet and full description 
of the oldest and most reliable Service 
in t h e World. 

• • • 
WHITFIELD KING & CO. 

Establish ed 1869 

Ipswich, England 



-STAMPS­
, ARE WANTED IN LONDON 
· ... 

PRE-184.0 LETTERS, Id. BLAC~S, 

ST AM;PS ON COVERS, BLOCKS, 
" -

' 

LOOSE LOTS and COLLECTIONS 
' . ' 

-

.HIGH PRICES 
Are Now Ohtainahle 

AND THE BEST; PJil(;ES. ~: L. 

' " 

ARE PAID BY 

ROBSON LOWE~ Ltd. 
96 REGENT ST.~ LONDON~ W.- I • . 

WRITE FOR A FREE CO'PY 

"THE BEST WAY TO SELL" 



THEODORE CHAMPION 
Expert and Publisher 

PARIS 13, RUE DROUOT PARIS 

STAMP COLLECTORS? Send us your 

~~WANT LISTS~~ 
Our LARGE STOCK, to whlch we are continuall1 adding, makes it possible for us to supply practically THE WHOLE 
OF YOUR WANTS AT A LOW COST. 

If Your Efforts to Procure Hard-to-Cet Stamps Have Proved in Vain-TRY US. 
(U. s. Stamps Excepted) 

We only deal in first-class stamps, which are guaranteed gl'lnuine, 
The more valuable stamps, will, on request, be signed bJ us on the back. 

A specimen copy of my Illustrated Bulletin Mensuel, with a new issue chronicle, many interesting articles and a large 
list of stamps otrered at bargain prices is aent free to each applicant. Yearly subscription to same ll'ca. 10.-

THEODORE 
Expert and Publisher 

PARIS 13, RUE DROUOT PARIS 


