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BETTER THAN
THE GOOD
OLD DAYS

Stamps at auction are bringing vastly higher prices
than ever before. Enough so an auctioneer's fees can pro-
vide a wider range of services than was available in "the
good old days."

That is one reason why at Greg Manning Auctions we
believe each consignment presents an opportunity to give
you our best.

And technological development in certain areas such as
printing, mail room operation, and color reproduction make
it possible for our best to be a real improvement. At standard
commission rates, or in the case of exceptionally valuable
collections, at reduced commission. The best for less!

If you are going to be selling your stamps at auction,
we offer you a service that is better than "the good old
days." And that's a nice change.

GREG MANNING AUCTIONS, INC.
76 South Orange Ave.
South Orange, N.J. 07079
Telephone: (201) 762-7660

““The firm collectors rely on’’
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Roger G. Weili « Raymond H. Weill

RAYMOND H.WEILL CO.

407 Royal St., New Orleans, La. 70130
Telephone 58!-7373 — Area"Code 504
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EDGAR MOHRMANN & CO.

The internationally well-known partner

fOI‘ ambitious customers.

High-class collections and singles from all spheres of philately

are offered in our international spring auction
15th, 16th and 17th April 1975

De-luxe Catalogue available for $3.

—to cover airmail postage

EDGAR MOHRMANN & CO.

Grosser Burstah 19 - Postfach 11 10 07
Hamburg 11 / Germany - Cables EDMORO
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; ARE THEY REALLY QOING To DO IT AGAIN ? )

W HAT ARE THEY
GOING To Do ?

Y WORD FOR IT, THEY'RE MOVIIN G. !

| HAVE IT ON GOOD WORD THEY RE

MOVING TO (819 T.F. KENNEDY BLVD.
IN THE PENN ToWERS OFFICE BLDG.

YOU BETTERBELIEVE IT!

‘ TAKE M

HEY, THATS
GREAT, RIGHT NexT T
THE PENN CENTRAL STATION

YEA, AND RCAL CLOSE TO
GoOD PARKING AND HNOTELS.
AND ONLY A BLOCK

EfoM THE AR PoRT LIMO,

| HEAR THEY ARE VERY
FRIGNDLY... YoU KNOW TUST
LIKE THE ciTy OF BROTHERLY L.OVE .

EVERYRBODY
\ SAYS THEY HAVE THE NICEST STAMPS ARoowD/

NEY, LETS ALL
GO DOWN AND SEE

WELL ) WHAT ARE ‘YyoU

WAITING
FOoRf -

EarlP.L.APIC

Penn Towers Office Building
1819 John F. Kennedy Boulevard
Philadelphia, Pa. 19103 (215) 567-5200
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CORINPHILA ANNIVERSARY

3 MILLION DOLLAR AUCTION SALE IN ZURICH

26-31 MAY 1975

We are proud to announce our record sale—the most important one
ever held since 1925 !

— 8000 lots of all price categories and with a total estimation of 3
Million Dollars.

— very strong in all popular areas such as Switzerland, German States,
most other European countries, United States, British Colonials, etc.

— accurate description with tempting estimation price for each lot and
no reserve prices on behalf of the vendors.

— 5 years guarantee of authenticity for all stamps being sold.

— de luxe catalogue with over 140 photoplates (many in fascinating
colors) free of charge to serious collectors against payment of airmail
postage to U.S. A., $6. — in banknotes.

CORINPHILA CH-8023 ZURICH

Bahnhofstrasse 102 Switzerland
P.O.B.
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This item is typical of the
. material available at Romano

House, 399 Strand.

| Romano

House
Quality first

Why not call in and see us the next
time you are in London, or write or
telephone. Our friendly staff will
always be pleased to advise you.
5
a2

By Appontment
10 HM the Queen

STANLEY GIBBONS LIMITED

391 STRAND. LONDON WC2R OLX ENGLAND
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From Minkus, the creative publishers

Minkus New 14

jet Aver %
7;\1\?’9

KX ’.\\_()( *

MINKUS WORLD WIDE CATALOGS
Volume I: 1974. Covers U.S. and Possessions, British Commonwealth and Ireland, U.N.,

Latin America, Mexico, Africa and Asia. 2,000 Pp. .............ococoiiiiii $14. 50
Volume II: 1974-75. Nearly 100,000 up—dated entries. Europe Colonies and former Colonies,
Occupations, Special Zones, Vatican. 1,920 pp. ... ) . $14.50

MINKUS 1975 NEW AMERICAN CATALOG

Special sections cover famous U.S. errors, postal stdtlonery, Confederates, Possessions,
Luminescent Issues, U.N. 368 pp. . 9650

MINKUS 1974-75 TRUCIAL STATES STAMP CATALOG
New, authoritative reference for stamps issued by 10 Trucial States — Abut Dhabi to Umm

Al Q1wa1n Richly illustrated ... . $3.50

All quality Minkus Publications are available at ieading dealers

and at the Stamp and Coin Departments of these famous stores.
ATLANTA—Rich’s PARAMUS, N. J.—Gimbels
BALTIMORE—Hutzler’s PHILADELPHIA—Gimbels
BOSTON—Jordan Marsh PITTSBURGH—Kaufmann’s
CHEVY CHASE—Woodward & Lothrop PORTLAND—Meier & Frank
CHICAGO—Marshall Field & Co. RICHMOND—Thalhimer’s
CINCINNATI—Pogue’s ROCHESTER—Sibley’s
CLEVELAND—The Higbhee Co. SAN ANTONIO—Joske’s of Texas
COLUMBUS—Lazarus SAN DIEGO—The May Co.
DENVER—May-D & F Co. SAN FRANCISCO—The Emporium
DETROIT—J. L. Hudson Co. SANTA ANA, CA.—Bullock’s
GARDEN CITY, N.Y.—Gimbels SEATTLE, WASH.—The Bon Marche
HARTFORD—G. Fox SHERMAN OAKS, CA.—Bullock’s
HOUSTON—Foley’s SKOKIE, ILL.—Marshall Field & Co.
INDIANAPOLIS—L. S. Ayres ST. LOUIS, MO.—The Famous Barr
MILWAUKEE, WISC.—Gimbels VALLEY STREAM, N.Y.—Gimbels
NEW ORLEANS—Maison Blanche WASHINGTON—Woodward & Lothrop
NEW YORK—Gimbels, Gimbels East WESTCHESTER, N.Y.—Gimbels



H. E. HARRIS & CO., INC., BOSTON, MASS. 02117

SUCCESSFULLY IN BUSINESS SINCE 1916

59th ANNIVERSARY
GREATEST
STAMP SALE
IN OUR HISTORY'!

SAVE UP TO 40 NOW

Choose From More Than 2,500 ltems
All Better Grade WORLD-WIDE Stamps

Hard-to-get stamps, including many complete sets

TREMENDOUS SAVINGS ON SOME OF
THE WORLD’S MOST DESIRABLE STAMPS!

To commemorate our 59th year in the stamp business, we've gathered together more
than 2,500 very desirable items from our extensive stock of better grade foreign stamps.
These are now offered to you at tremendous savings. The selections are backed by our
famous guarantee of complete satisfaction. Many elusive stamps for which you have long
been searching are included. This is your chance to increase the value and attractiveness of
your collection . . . and SAVE UP TO 40% NOW !

RARITIES & CLASSICS ARE INCLUDED
At Special Low Anniversary Sale Prices!
DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY!

Since you are a collector who knows a good buy . . . since you want to increase the value
and attractiveness of your collection . . . this is your kind of sale!
H. E. HARRIS & CO., INC. SEND FOR OUR

Dept. ET-19, Boston, Mass. 02117

Please rush me a copy of your 59th ANNI-
VERSARY SALE BROCHURE, | enclose 10¢

to cover mailing costs.

59th Anniversary Sale Brochure

Obtain the large complete listing of the

exciting offers included in our Anniversary

Stroet e Sale . . . for only 10¢ to cover the cost of
L —— mailing. You will want to examine it care-
R = T R fully to select those items needed for your
State e Zip oo collection.
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DO YOU RECEIVE THE BEHR'S
NET PRICE CATALOG?

IF NOT, ASK FOR IT!
THIS IS THE REASON:

This autumn, an accumulation of first class world rarities will
be offered in this catalog which will contain 50 pages of
photos and will include the following:

FRANCE — 5 copies of the rare |F Vermilion, also hundreds

of rare classics and modern issues.

FRENCH COLONIES — Most of the rare items of French

Colonials.

MONACO — Forerunners, on and off covers, the 5F
Charles Ill, also Scott BI8, etc.

EUROPE — Classics and Modern, namely BELGIUM, GR.
BRITAIN, ITALIAN STATES, LUXEMBOURG, THE
NETHERLANDS, SWITZERLAND and TURKEY.

BRITISH COL. — Early issues, mainly Canada, Ceylon, Br.

Guyana, Mauritius, etc.

U.S. A. — A selection of rare Local Carriers on covers, also
the other issues.

OVERSEAS — Rarities of Argentina & other S. American

countries, Japan, etc.

Please Write to:

BERNARD BEHR

26, Av. de I'Opera
PARIS ler - FRANCE

(Georges BEHR - Establ. 1920)
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What does
the ASDA
mean to you?

Here are eight beneficial answers:
1.

Every member of the American Stamp Dealers Association has signed a
Code of Ethics and Pledge to promote fair trade practices and good rela—
tions with the public, assuring the collector of the highest standards of
ethics in all their dealings.

ASDA members offer a medium for trade through the outright purchase
or sale of individual stamps, covers and collections or by conducting public
auctions, or both.

The ASDA disseminates accurate and reliable philatelic information to the
collecting fraternity either through the medium of the public press or by
private means.

The ASDA and its members individually, assist recognized agencies of the
government in the prosecution of law violations relating to philately.

The ASDA and its chapters hold annual exhibitions for the benefit of the
hobby, to promote and encourage new collectors and educate the public
at large.

Advice and counsel is available from the members with respect to all
aspects of collecting and particularly with respect to purchase or sale of
valuable properties.

The ASDA has recommended a code of conditions for the conduct of
public auctions.

The American Stamp Dealers Association together with the American Phil-
atelic Society has formed a joint Expertization Committee which for the
first time in the history of philately offers the collector and dealer alike
a group of experts in every field of collecting who can authenticate rare
stamps with a certification of their true state.

AMERICAN STAMP
DEALERS ASSOCIATION, INC.

147 W. 42nd St., NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036
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WE WANT TO BUY!

We want to buy any and all worth-while philatelic material!
Collections, large and small, Accumulations, Dealers' Stocks, Specula-
tors' Holdings, Single Rarities, Covers are all desired.

We want to buy for immediate cash to any amount! We know values
and in today's strong market we expect to pay for fair value. Our check
in full will be sent or handed to you immediately a transaction is con-

cluded.

If you prefer sale by auction, then our auction firm will give you match-
less service. You may have an immediate interest-free cash advance.
We make a simple commission charge of 209, on realization with no
lotting fees, no illustration fees, in fact no hidden charges of any kind.
You receive full payment on settlement date, within five weeks from
date of sale.

It pays to deal with an acknowledged leader in the field. We consistently
sell a greater dollar value than any other auction dealer in the country
(Last year over $3,776,000.00) and we constantly achieve many record
prices. It costs you no more and it could mean more dollars in your
pocket.

Don't forget! The present market is very strong but no one can tell
how long it will last. There is such a thing as overstaying the market;
something a realistic owner should consider.

Write or phone us about anything you may have to offer. If warranted
by bulk and value we can make arrangements to call on you personally,
wherever you are.

ROBERT A. SIEGEL, INC.

120 EAST 56th ST. NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022
PHONE (212) 753-6421
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New Stewardship for the CCP

With this issue of the ‘“Collectors Club Philatelist,”” a new editorial team
will endeavor to maintain and, perhaps, improve this instrument, which for
many members, forms the sole bond between our New York home, the distant
reaches of the United States and the far corners of the earth.

Abbot Lutz will assist in the mechanical presentation of the magazine’s
contents; Ira Zweifach is serving as KEditor to obtain articles, news and illus-
trative material ; to send copy to the printer and to read galley and page proofs;
Ernest Kehr accepted a post of overseeing the unified efforts of these members.

All three have wide experience in the periodical field and it is hoped that
their labors will meet with the acceptance of the entire membership.

As part of their continuing effort to make this magazine an interesting
and useful philatelie tool as well as an excellent ‘ journal of record,’” the editors
are especially interested in yvour likes, dislikes and preferences in its editorial
content. Your letters and comment will be appreciated.

The editors, too, are looking for editorial contributions on all phases of
philately. They will consider good general articles, research studies, postal
history material and any manuscripts of solid philatelic worth. If you have
such material to offer or will undertake an editorial assignment, please contact
them at the club.

1975 PROGRAM AND CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Exhibits Open 7:30 P.M.
Meetings Convene at 8:00 P. M.

April 16 — WESTERN EXPRESS FRANKS “THE CALIFORNIA
GOLD RUSH”—Samuel S. Arlen, New York, New
York

May 7 — POSTAL HISTORY OF SCOUTING’S WORLD JAM-
BOREES—Sheldon S. Levy, New York, New York

May 14 — ANNUAL AW ARDS DINNER

May 21 — SAUDI ARABIA—Harrison D. S. Haverbeck, Ber-
nardsville, New Jersey

June 4 — POSTAL HISTORY OF THE DIVISION OF THE

UNION—Robert L. D. Davidson, Fulton, Missouri

Summer Recess

June 18 — SEMINAR ON SCIENTIFIC AND PHOTOGRA-

PHIC PHILATELY-—Theodore G. Helkowski, The
Bronx, New York

September 17 — AUSTRIA: FOUR POWER OCCUPATION—Henry
0. Pollak, Summit, New Jersey

October 1 — CUBA—FOUR PERIODS OF POSTAL HISTORY—
Dr. Roberto M. Rosende, Yonkers, New York

October 15 — PUERTO RICO—Raul Gandara, Santurce, Puerto
Rico

November 5 — CANADA — SPECIAL AIRMAILS—Chester S. For-
rest, New York, New York

November 19 — A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A STAMP DEALER—
Stephen W. Braham, Hounslow, Middlesex, England

December 5 — SWITZERLAND POSTAGE DUE PROCEDURES—
Werner K. Elias, Jamaica, New York

December 17 — BOARD OF GOVERNORS OPEN HOUSE
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Editorial

Anyone who has been actively engaged in stamp collecting for more than a
few years is intimately acquainted with the multitudinous number of articles
that have been written to convince the neophite that there are fortunes to be
made through investment in the philatelic market place. And, as with any
get-rich-quick promotional scheme, the arguments have been persuasive, even
though promoters never could keep them alive.

Until recently — with extremely few exceptions — these touting operations
have been confined to the pages of stamp periodicals most of whose readers knew
enough about the avocation not to allow themselves to be vietimized by illogical
and deceptive claims. We all are familiar with those repetitious and misleading
claims: “*If you had spent $1 for a set of such and such stamps, they’d have a
value of $1,000 today;’” Mr. X received 25 times as much as he’d spent for his
stamps only a short few decades ago;’” ‘‘Persons who bought stamps before
1921, came through the catastrophic German inflation with their wealth intaect,”’
and all the rest.

Such advice has been written and published ad nauseam for as long as
this collector ecan remember, and for many years before. Just why they have
been permitted to appear in the philatelic press only the editors can explain,
for ““investment’” in postage stamps is risky, difficult, even downright impossible.
It is interesting to note that while wordage is ground out on an annual basis,
the articles invariably are authored by writers who are but transients rather
than experienced philatelists. The touts just don’t seem to last very long.

In addition to articles, there have been many other operations to separate
the uniformed from their dollars. We have witnessed the brief appearance and
failure of hooks and ‘‘newsletter’ tipping whose inferred guarantees assured
buyers of certain profits. For a few weeks we even had a ‘‘stamp exchange’’
on Nassau Street which offered ticker-tape reflections of current market values
of mint U. S. commemorative panes, and even a tote board and chairs for those
few who watched hour-to-hour trading fluctuations.

All this reminds us of the commercial a New York savings bank sponsors
on the airwaves which has a wife telling her wealth-hungry husband, ‘‘Joe, don’t
you know that the only people who make any money from ‘how to become a
millionaire’ books are those who write them?’’

Some of the more sophisticated and ambitious ‘‘investment’” schemes have
appeared with less frequency but without less financially disastrous results for
those who were tempted by their preposterous claims: the Shanahan swindle
in Eire, and the several ‘‘portfolio’” offerings right here. All of them termi-
nated in bankrupey if not the eriminal courts.

‘While the encouragement of ‘‘investment’’ collecting was confined to our
own avocation’s press there was some relief through knowledgeable veterans
who were able to protect neophite friends from being trapped by the enticing
wordage of the promoters.

Now, however, the lay press is giving valuable editorial and costly adver-
tising space to this extremely tricky subject. More and more frequently we find
the financial security of postage stamps grossly exaggerated without any notice-
able effort on the part of publishers to verify facts available from any number
of responsible philatelic institutions who have no vested interest in seeing stories
and ads in print.

It is most disturbing to find misinformation written by columnists who have
been reached by promoters and which is published by some of our more pres-
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tigious business weeklies solely on the basis of ‘‘proof’’ evidenced by exceptional
instances rather than the normal. We all know that many of our philatelic
titans of yesteryear purchased stamps for a small fraction of what their estates
realized when they were offered on the public auction block within the last few
yvears. But what is never explained is that these veterans purchased these
treasures for pleasure, satisfaction of ownership or as an aid to study and
research.

Because the late Alfred F. Lichtenstein paid only $5,000 for a couple of
“Post Office’” Mauritius stamps on cover which half century later brought a
record $380,000 proves nothing except that our dollar is worth a whole lot less
and that as a connoisseur rather than a speculator he recognized a gem when
he saw it. Instead of asking an auctioneer for such exeeptional examples, the
writer of articles would do better to ask how many ‘‘investors’” had to liquidate
thousands of sheets and panes for less than face value. Such inquiry would
provide a feature writer with a much more accurate general pieture.

But diving into the sensational without bothering to check the publicity
handed to editorial desks seems to make ‘‘more desirable news’’ regardless of the
fact that such fallacious information does the avoecation more harm than good.

Look at the manner in which the newspapers and other news media jumped
on a piece distributed by the wire servieces from here to Europe — and possibly
beyond —only a few weeks ago. According to the six-paragraph teletype
message, the owners of a three-man ‘‘stamp and coin shoppe’’ that had been
open only about a year, bought a ‘‘stamp in a $10 collection for which they
had refused two unsolicited offers of $1.5 and $1.7 MILLION.”

It went on to say that ‘‘certificates had been issued by the Ameriean and
Royal Philatelic Foundations here and in London,’’ intimating that the treasure
had been examined and found to be a genuine British error of 1887, in which
the Vietoria portrait was missing from its brown frame.

We don’t know anything about the alleged certificate from London (there
is no ‘‘Royal Philatelic Foundation’’) but we do know that The Philatelic
Foundation, in New York, did indeed issue a certificate which opined that the
missing center had been fradulently removed.

The failure of the wire services to place just one local telephone ecall to get
expert adviee from any one of the many philatelic institutions or responsible
professionals available before moving the story over its wires is an example of
the irresponsible and erroneous journalism so prevalent today.

Yet another activity that rightfully disturbs experienced philatelists is the
manner in which prestigious magazines such as the ‘‘National Geographie,”’
““U.8S. News & World Report,”’ rotogravure supplements to important news-
papers and other circulation giants are advertising stamps and covers for mer-
chandising promoters.

The same tribe of wordsmiths who have been peddling toothpastes, cereals,
detergents, soaps and airline travel have been retained to lure the gullible into
buying their wares with preposterous stated or implied promises of investment
potentials in the philatelic market.

It is obvious that these copywriters know as little about stamp collecting as
they do about dentistry, nutrition, laundering or aviation. Exaggeration, rather
than proven faects, characterizes their copy output.

The situation has become so alarming that the American First Day Cover
Society and a few other clubs have passed resolutions to eliminate ‘‘misrepre-
sentation, falsehoods and deception’” from published advertising. They urge
their colleagues who have stamp and cover collecting at heart to join them in a

(Continued on page 121)
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Dr. Joseph Schatzkes
to Receive
1974 A. F. Lichtenstein

Memorial Award

The Alfred F. Lichtenstein Mem-
orial Award for Distinguished Service
to Philately was established in 1952.
Since that time it has become one of
the most illustrious of all awards that
can be bestowed in the realm of
serious philately.

Each year, previous award winners
of this coveted medal gather to chose
a new and worthy recipient for this
signal honor. Their nomination is
presented to the Board of Governors
of the club, then voted upon by that
body for final approval.

At the December 1974 meeting of
the Board a truly distinguished phila-
telist of world-wide renown received
the unanimous votes of the Lichten-
stein Award Committee and of the
Governors to become the winner of
the 1974 award. He is Dr. Joseph
Schatzkes of Neuilly, France.

A profound student with a deep
knowledge of the many facets of phi-
lately, Dr. Schatzkes has earned many
tributes for his research and study in
the classical field, as well as for his
superb collections which have been
honored with top awards by juries at
international exhibitions the world
over.

Dr. Schatzkes, who is seventy-seven

March 1975

years young, possesses a keen intelli-
gence and an enquiring mind that has
added much to our knowledge of the
classic stamps of many lands. His con-
tributions to philatelic lore through his
magnificent study, “The Cancellations
of Mexico, 1856-74,” alone would
keep his name alive wherever philatelic
scholars gather. Based on the work of
the old pioneers, it contains many of
Dr. Schatzkes’ own and hitherto un-
published discoveries, the result of
long and ardent research. The work
has been published in four languages
and is a book eagerly persued by stu-
dents of Mexican philately everywhere.

Dr. Schatzkes’ Mexican studies are
only part of what he has accomplished
in the many years he has devoted to
the field of philately. Unlike most
other specialists, he collects and
studies the stamps of other countries,
sharing the result of his erudition with
his fellow enthusiasts. Among his
many collections in depth are those of
France, French Colonies—the General
Issues, Argentina, Brazil and Peru.

Acclaimed by philatelists in many
countries, he has achieved many high
honors in the philatelic world. He was
chosen in 1963, to sign the Roll of

(Continued on page 119)
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Uncommon Usage of a Common Stamp

» William Evans,

State Medical Director M. W. of A,.

16193 :

Figure 1.

U.S. 20-CENT PARCEL POST STAMP OF 1912

By Philip Silver

The United States 20-cent parcel
post stamp of 1912 (Scott Q8) is the
first adhesive stamp of any country to
depict an airplane. This is acknowl-
edged on page 358 of the 1975 edition
of “Scott’s United States Stamp Cata-
logue — Specialized,” ! thus corrobo-
rating what the U.S. air mail frater-
nity have been saying for years.

It is probably because of that air-
plane design that so many specialized
U.S. air mail collections contain
copies of this stamp. By no means the
scarcest of the parcel post series —
the 50-cent, 75-cent and one-dollar
stamps are much rarer the 20-cent
value is, in this writer’s opinion, the
most elusive. Presumably, it is this

80

popularity with air mail collectors that
also accounts for the fact that it is
frequently missing in auction listings
that include all or most of the other
stamps in the series.

An Act of Congress establishing the
domestic parcel post system, was ap-
proved August 24, 1912, and went
into effect January 1, 1913. It created
rates of postage for that system and
decreed that fees for parcel post
should be prepaid with distinctive
postage stamps.> A set of parcel post
stamps was subsequently issued by the
Post Office Department. Dates of issue
were:

November 27, 1912, for the 1c, 2c,
5c, and 25c¢ denominations



December 9, 1912, for the 10c de-
nomination

December 12, 1912, for the 4c¢ de-
nomination

December 16, 1912, for the 15c¢
and 20c denominttions

December 18, 1912, for the 75c
denomination

January 3, 1912, for the one-dollar
denomination

March 15, 1913, for the 50c de-
nomination

April 5, 1913, for the 3¢ denomi-
nation

Unfortunately, the limited usage of
these distinctive postage stamps on
parcel post packages was short-lived.
An order from the Postmaster Gen-
eral (No. 7421) dated June 27, 1913,
discontinued the printing of parcel
post stamps as of July 1, 1913. The
order also provided that regular post-
age stamps could be used on parcels
and further directed that parcel post
stamps would henceforth be valid for
all purposes for which regular postage
could be used.?

Thus, parcel post stamps could be
used on first-class mail. Obviously,
such usage was not common. This is
clearly shown by the high prices indi-
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cated in the 1975 Scott specialized
catalogue for such first-class usage in
the 1913-1918 period. For example,
the 20-cent denomination (Scott Q8)
is listed at $50.00 on cover during
those years. This is a good indication
of scarcity. Indeed, in the many years
of the writer’s philatelic experience,
only a few such examples were ob-
tained.

Figure 1 shows this type of usage.
It is a registered cover with a 20-cent
parcel post stamp and 17 cents in
regular postage stamps. The stamps
arc tied by a double oval handstamp
emanating from Bluefield, West Vir-
ginia. Three Bluefield registry hand-
stamps, dated November 15, 1917,
are on the reverse side plus a registry
receiving handstamp of Norfolk, Vir-
ginia, dated November 16, 1917.
Since the registration rate was 10
cents, the balance of the 37 cent
franking was for first-class service —
nine ounces at three cents an ounce
or 27 cents. It is an interesting ex-
ample of the 20-cent parcel post
stamp used to pay part of the first-
class or registration fee.

Figure 2 is a cover postmarked at
Philadelphia on May 15, 1918, for
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the first flight to New York of the
newly opened air mail route between
Washington, Philadelphia and New
York. Since the rate was 24 cents an
ounce for air mail service, the 20-cent
parcel post stamp paid for only part
of that service. The balance of four
cents was paid in ordinary postage.
This is a philatelic cover, of course.
However, since first-class service also
was included in the air mail fee, the
cover may be considered as a first-class
usage of the 20-cent parcel post stamp
during the 1913-1918 period.

If first-class use of parcel post
stamps during the 1913-1918 period
is so uncommon, how much scarcer is
the use of these stamps on wrapping
for a parcel? Probably more so, espe-
cially during the period prior to July
1, 1913, when these stamps were both
mandatory and exclusive for parcel
post. The reason for such scarcity is
that most people would not save com-
plete or even partial wrappings from
a parcel. The stamps, in most in-
stances, would be soaked off and the
wrapping, because of its bulk, dis-
carded. A non-collector would, of
course, throw the wrapping with
stamps affixed into the waste basket.

It is a safe guess, for this reason, that
parcel post stamps used on wrappings,
even after July 1, 1913, are much
scarcer than first-class usage of these
stamps during 1913-1918.

In any event, unless a parcel was
insured (registry was not permitted
after September 1, 1915, per Post-
master General’s Order No. 9099), it
would be impossible to determine the
date of usage since date stamps were
not used to cancel stamps affixed to a
parcel. The rubber handstamp usually
applied was a double oval with the
name of the city at the top between
the ovals. In some instances, the name
of the station or a number appears in
the center of the inner oval.

Shown in Figure 3 is a tag envelope.
On the reverse side (Figure 4) is a
pair of the 20-cent parcel post stamps
and a three-cent regular postage
stamp, all tied with the parcel post
handstamp of Quincy, Illinois. Each
of the stamps is precancelled,
ES &M Co., in two lines. The tag
envelope emanates from the Excelsior
Stove and Mfg. Co. of Quincy and is
addressed to the Leslie Wallace Hdw.
Co. in Sherman, Texas. For reasons
that will become apparent later,
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Quincy, Illinois, is in the fifth parcel
post zone and Sherman, Texas, is in
the sixth zone, a one-zone distance
between the office of origin and the
office of delivery.

Now, let’s see if we can determine
the date of usage of the two 20-cent
parcel post stamps on the tag en-
velope. It will be noted that there is a
printed legend at the top of the ad-
dress side which reads, “BILL INSIDE
THIS TAG.” Unfortunately, the bill
that was in the envelope is missing.
This complicates our determination of
date of usage, but does not obviate it.
There is, additionally, a rubber stamp
on the right side of the envelope
which reads, “FRAGILE.” One can
conjecture, accordingly, that fragile
stove parts were sent by Excelsior
Stove and Mfg. Co. to the Leslie
Wallace Hardware Co. The stove
parts, naturally, were packed in a
parcel. Only the bill was enclosed in
the tag envelope. The tag envelope
with bill inside was attached to the
parcel with string or wire.

But, since the bill probably was
considered first-class mail, it required
first-class postage. The requirement
for prepayment of such first-class mail
is contained in Postal Order No. 7890,
dated March 14, 1914. In essence, it
provided “that letters [read bills] in
envelopes properly addressed and pre-
paid at first-class rates may be attached
to the outside of parcels of fourth-
class matter prepaid at fourth-class
rates, such combination parcels to be
treated as fourth-class mail.” ® In con-
formity with the above order, the
first-class postage was paid by the
three-cent postage stamp affixed on
the reverse side of the tag envelope.

Examination of that stamp indicates
it is perforated 10. The only U.S.
perforated 10, three-cent stamps in
that design (Scott A140) are Scott
Nos. 426 and 464. Catalogue Number
426 has a single-line watermark. It
was issued September 18, 1914. Scott
Number 464 is unwatermarked and
was issued November 11, 1916. The
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stamp has not been removed from the
tag envelope to determine whether it
is watermarked or unwatermarked. It
is sufficient for our purpose, however,
to know that, because of either date,
the parcel was not mailed prior to
July 1, 1913, when use of the distinc-
tive parcel post stamps was manda-
tory. The three-cent, perforated 10,
postage stamp is our first clue.

Now, why a three-cent stamp? The
first-class rate during the early 1910
period was two cents an ounce. Then,
World War I intervened. All postage
rates were increased. Per Act of Con-
gress of October 3, 1917, the first-
class rate became three cents an
ounce effective as of November 2,
1917. This, then, is our second clue.
The package had to be mailed on or
after November 2, 1917, to require
the three-cent rate.

But, after the war and Act of Con-
gress, dated February 24, 1919, re-
stored the pre-war first-class rate of
two cents an ounce. The effective date
was July 1, 1919. This is our third
clue. Thus, we may deduce that the
parcel was mailed not earlier than
November 2, 1917 and not later than
June 30, 1919. There is an additional
possibility that the date of usage was
subsequent to July 6, 1932. On July
6, 1932, the first-class rate was again
increased to three cents an ounce. This

(Continued on page 119)
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Stamps of the Native States of India

15 anna

1 anna

DUTTIA STATE — A New Discovery
H. D. S. Haverbeck

One of the greatest pleasures for
the dedicated philatelist is the discov-
ery of an hitherto unknown series of
stamps. I have experienced this many
times since taking up the study of the
stamps of the Indian Native States.
Over the past twenty years I have con-
tributed perhaps twenty new major
and mnior varieties to the “Standard
Postage Stamp Catalogue.” The stamps
which are being discussed in this arti-
cle should have been reported for the
record at a much earlier time, since
they were in my possession for many
years.

I had believed these stamps to have
been prepared prior to the issuance of
the first issue of Duttia in 1893. How-
ever, at that time, there was no evi-
dence to substantiate this. Also the
ones in my possession were seemingly
the only ones in existence. I had con-
sidered them to be possible essays for
the first issue and had so noted them
on my album pages. With the pub-
lishing of the addenda to the “Hig-
gins and Gage Postal Stationery Cata-
logue” there appeared some small
additional evidence to support my feel-
ing. A postal card bearing the same
design, constructed in the same man-
ner, was recorded. Subsequently, a
copy of this postal card was sub-
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mitted to the Philatelic Foundation
Expert Committee where 1 had the
opportunity to study it. The inscription
was written by the same hand and the
control mark seal was identical to my
specimens as examined under the com-
parison microscope.

This was the final bit of information
needed. For I had already found that
there were at least two other sets of
these stamps in the hands of collec-
tors, one in Great Britain and the
other in India. While I was in India
for the INDIPEX show I had had the
opportunity to examine that set and to
hear at first hand from the owner how
it had come to him from Duttia State.

There is one element common to
most of the Duttia stamps and that is
the presence of a control mark for the
purpose of validation. No stamp of
the Ganesha design could be used for
postage without the imprint of this
control mark. The mark is the seal of
The Raya of Duttia. It has as the cen-
tral motif the figure of Ganesha seated
similar to the little shrines which one
sees so often in Indian towns and vil-
lages. This figure is surrounded by an
inscription which is further surround-
ed by a border of pearls. It is impor-
tant to note that the same seal was

(Continued on page 120)



(Continued from Page 52)
Provisional Candidates in the Mid-Atlantic Provinces

Three of the five towns serviced on the Eastern Shore route by Mr. Anderson
are known with postmarks. One, the Neweastle strike reported by ter Braake,
has already been discussed and is unlikely to be a ‘provisional’ candidate from
Maryland. It may not even be an American marking. The best known of the
remaining markings are the handstamped TALBOT C HOUSE/JULY 3 cover
of 1775 which is reported in Sampson and the one of July 2 reported by ter
Braake. This strike does not have the characteristic colon of the ‘provisional
candidates’ and probably does not qualify, despite the fact that both strikes are
post-Battle of Lexington and thus in a period when Parliamentary markings are
much less used. While Talbot apparently had a postoffice as early as 1766,
there was a change of postmaster on April 5, 1776, when John Nesmyth took
over. I have no indication of a prior shift in 1774-5. As Mr. Nesmyth is re-
sponsible for the manuseript June 20, 1776 ‘Talbot’ reported in Sampson, it is
not likely that the earlier handstamp was American in origin.

THE PROVISIONAL POST OF THE
UNITED STATES
By Calvet Hahn

A thus far unrecorded marking of this Eastern Shore service is the cover
front sold as lot #33 of the Glassco sale, illustrated on page 45 (IFigure 26).
This manuseript Fred:Town with its 2dwt Paid 10d rate plus ““2d’’ to John
Kidd in Philadelphia. Tt is only a front and cannot be truly dated to 1775, as it
fits the rate construction from 1765 onward for the 2 dwt. It might be noted in
regard to this front that a) the handwriting appears similar to the 1765 post-
mark recorded in Sampson, which is about a year after Foxeroft established this
Bastern Shore postoffice and b) Goddard never claimed an Eastern Shore route
in his advertisements although his own newspapers were to use such a distribu-
tion. If we interpret the 10d paid plus the 2d to equal parts of the same rate,
this would be equal to four dwt and thus represent a 100% inflation premium,
over the 2 dwt sterling required. There was such a premium in the 1774-5
period, but it also existed earlier. Although the new 1973 edition of Robson
Lowe’s Encyclopaedia Vol. 5—British North America attributes this cover to the
Congress post, I do not find the analysis convineing.

In short, there is not a single cover that has come to my attention that is
even a very likely ‘provisional’ candidate on the Kastern Shore route. In the
light of the data in Goddard’s advertisements and the Franklin ledgers, a provi-
sional Eastern Shore marking is not likely. We also have no covers that indicate
provisional usage on the Baltimore to Annapolis route aithough a ‘provisional’
Annapolis would not be unlikely, and may turn up in some of the archives now
being studied.

For the colonial collector there is a particularly significant cover dated
February 14, 1774 and used on the Baltimore to Philadelphia route—the Stenson
route. This item in the collection of a prominent Eastern postal historian is an
address leaf addressed to Levi Hollingworth in Philadelphia. The markings on
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it have not previously been reported, although the cover is a companion to two
other address leaves written on this route, each of which bears a red PENNY/
POST/PAID forgery, as I reported in my Letter Carrier Service in New York.
The cover illustrated here is also a genuine outer leaf, but with an added
forgery. In this case it is a handstamped red 52 x5 mm. Christiana*Bridge,
double struck on the back along with a larger ‘C’, at the bottom. On the face
are other evidences of forgery—the testing of the ‘T’ and ‘At’. The color does
not come off as in the case of fairly recent forgeries and it is relatively close to
the correct hue for the period. It should be noted that the forger, in this case,
did not realize that there was no postoffice at Christiana Bridge in the year in
which the marking was supposedly applied. (Fig. 27).

As these covers were out of circulation for many years, it is important to
realize that the faking of colonial markings goes back many years. Too, there
is some indication that markings have been added to archival correspondence
that is genuine—perhaps to subsequently produce a non-archival copy that ean
be ‘authenticated’ from the archives. To date, the only known markings with
the asterisk in the middle of the name are the ‘provisional’ candidates from
NEW * HAVEN and NEW * LONDON, and the later Congressional mark from
New York. This latter, Type E, is a N¥*YORK* in blue-green recorded from
8/24/75 to 4/19/76 with both large and small date styles on at least eight covers.
It was superceded within two weeks by the green-blue Type F which has been
recorded on May 2, 1776. These markings only use all upper case letters. The
upper and lower case asterisk style of Christiana * Bridge is considered a much
later style, in genuine use. It is known in New York, for example, in the state-
hood period, in 1789 as New * York (Type NA) and in 1792-7 as N*York (Types
R and Y). There is one Type R strike of New York that has been reported in
the colonial period.

The University of Michigan’s archives has a 25 x5 mm. blue-green Type R
marking on a July 15, 1776 letter franked by George Washington to Gov. Cooke
of Rhode Island. This Type R strike is some 16 years earlier than the next
earliest use reported for that handstamp, while the handstamp FREE used on
the cover is eight years earlier than the next earliest New York handstamped
FREE and a full year earlier than the earliest recorded FREE used elsewhere
in the colonies, e.g. Philadelphia. Because of the peculiarities of the dating a
detailed study of the provenience of both the letter and the postal markings
should be made. The logical handstamp for this date is the New York Type F.*

In the pre-Battle of Lexington period, as previously reported, the two types
of Philadelphia canecellations recorded are the 21 x415 mm. red ‘provisional’
candidate PHILA MAR:21, recorded on just one cover in 1774, and the large
PHILA/DELPHIA, which is definitely a Parliamentary mark. The Parlia-
mentary strike is known as late as November 10, 1774. I have recorded none
in 1775.

*This letter can be identified as far back as 1889 where it is quoted in W. C. Ford’s Writings
of George Washington, pg. 253 of the relevant date volume. It was not cited in the earlier
1839 or 1855 volumes of Sparks. It is only foot-noted in the Bicentennial edition of Wash-
ington’s writings, Vol. 5, p. 283 where a companion letter to Gov. Trumbull is quoted which
notes, ‘“Enclosed is a Letter T wrote the 11th Inst. which Thro mistake was neglected by the
Thursday Post.”’” July 15th is a Monday in 1776, and at this time the Thursday post went
to Boston via the upper road and the Monday post via the New London-Providence lower
road. As both were mailed to New England the same date, both should have the same postal
marking. Forged letters from George Washington abound from the 1776 period and one is
known on this precise date with similar contents—the Lund Washington letter. While Wash-
ington records most of his correspondence in his daily reports to Congress, neither the Trum-
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Figure 27. Red Christiana*Bridge forgery on a February 14, 1774 outersheet addressed to Phila-
delphia. The lettersheet is probably genuine. The color of the forged handstamp is quite good.
The forger did not know there was no postoffice at Christiana*Bridge in this year.

The Philadelphia ‘provisional’ again appears in February and March 1775
as noted in the Sampson Stampless Cover Catalog. The catalog also notes that
a 25 mm. cireular POST/PATID handstamp is associated with this ‘provisional’.
Inasmuch as this POST/PAID is recorded as early as 1768 at Philadelphia,
and is also reported on correspondence from other American colonies, it is prob-
able that it is a Parliamentary mark. As most recorded copies with this marking
are on letters to England and as the marking embraces several colonies it seems
likely that it is a British domestic marking applied at the port of entry. Cer-
tainly, it is not a ‘provisional’ candidate.

Sampson records this Philadelphia ‘provisional’ as Type B and lists the
late date of use as July 13, 1775. I suspect_this is in error, for we know that
the type B1 was used in June. It may well be a poor strike of Bl was mis-
identified years ago and is still listed. If I am correct then Philadelphia Type
B may not be recorded at any time after the Battle of Lexington and the cover

bull nor the Cooke letter is noted in the July 15th and 17th reports to Congress. Further, the
contents of this July 15 Cooke letter seems somewhat contradictory to the July 17th letter to
Gen. Schuyler and to the Cooke letter of September 17th which refers to a second hand way in
which Cooke gets news via Governor Trumbull. We do know that on June 14, 1776, the Con-
necticut Assembly established a post between Hartford and Albany and that on Friday, July
19, 1776 in a letter to Governor Trumbull, a letter from the New York Committee is enclosed,
and Washington notes, ‘“They also contain a Report that I should solicit you to devise some
mode for Keeping up a Communication and Intercourse between your State and This . . .”".
This suggests a breakdown of the postal system from New York north during the precise week
in question.
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illustrated here of April 4, 1775 may be the latest use reported of this type.

The reader will remember that during the Stamp Aect erisis, the postoffice
was unable to impose its will upon the mails which were taken from the ships
and cried in the coffee houses although that was quite illegal. The anti-Par-
liamentary feeling was rising rapidly in 1774-5 as a result of the closing of
Boston and the dismissal of Franklin. It was not a time for the Parliamentary
postmasters to be sticklers for the rules if they wished to continue to operate.
Too, John Foxeroft was seen by Franklin as only a little less an American than
himself. Under these cirecumstances, it would not be illogical for the packet-
master at New York to aceept letters that came from the ‘provisional’ posts,
provided they were charged with postage for the trip in England—something
that he could arrange. Too, the old packetmaster, Alexander Colden, who was
also the New York postmaster, had died on December 19, 1774. The new man
would be much less sure of his position and, as the ecustoms people were intimi-
dated, there is no reason to assume he would not be.

In light of these political events, the contradiction of the illustrated Type
B Philadelphia ‘provisional’ on a letter to London is perhaps explainable. This
letter from Pemberton & Edwards, merchants at Philadelphia, was written in
that eity on April 4, 1775 and discusses the invoice of the brig Rachel to Madeira.
Tt is addressed to Alexander or James Gordon at the Jamaica Coffee House in
London—a very well known spot for Americans, and those who do business with
Amerieca, to gather. Thus, on the receiving end it is what is known as ‘coffee
house mail’, a specialized field of collecting. (Fig. 28).

The letter went into the mail on April 4 as evidenced by the Philadelphia
Type B ‘provisional’ red PHILA APRIL:4, on the back, over bhoth flaps. It
arrived in New York the following day and took the red-brown Type D ‘provi-
sional candidate’ of that city: N YORK AP:5. The postage between Philadel-
phia and New York of 2 dwt. was not paid to the Parliamentary post as the
manuseript ‘‘To pay 6d’’, sterling equivalent, indicated. The letter was marked
in pen to go ‘p. packet’. Kither the packetmaster at New York or the one in
England applied the very rare black straight-line 36 x 16 mm. AMN. & PAC./
POSTAGE and the pen mark ‘IN6’ for 1/6 next to it — this is the correct rate
for the combined American and packet postage in sterling. There is a British
Bishop marking of 4/MA to show arrival on May 4, 1775 in the same black shade
as the handstamped American and Packet Postage strike, suggesting both are
English. The docketing tells us the latter was picked up and answered on June
29, 1775.

The Philadelphia Type B1 ‘provisional’ candidate is reported by Sampson
only on a cover of September 7, 1775 which is addressed to England and has the
circular red POST/PAID. The Rhode Island Historical Society, however, has
a letter with the Type B1 in a 24 x4l6mm. red PHILA: JUNE 22. As the
difference between the Type B and Type B1 styles is simply the shift in the
location of the colon (and these markings were probably loose type), this earlier
use suggests that the Type B item of July 13, 1775 reported as a late use by
Sampson is probably a poorly struck Type B1 so that at least three B1 copies
would be known. They would range from June 22 to September 7, 1775. As
we know that Franklin was signing new Congressional postmaster certificates of
appointment in September effective October 5, 1775, a shift in postmark in
September-October is logical. Such a change occurs at Philadelphia when we
find the October 12 introduction of the manusecript ‘Phil2’” reported by Sampson.
This manuseript mark is used from that date through June 11, 1776. Specialists
are aware that Peter Baynton was Philadelphia postmaster on November 27,
1776. The use of the manuseript marking indicates he may not have been the
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Figure 28. Double 'provisional candidate' 1775 cover bears a Type B PHILA: APRIL:4 in red and
a red-brown Type D N YORK AP:5 on a letter to the Jamaica Coffee House in London. A scarce
black AMN. & PAC./POSTAGE and penned 'IN6' were apparently applied in England along with
the British 4/MA (May) receiving mark. The American inland postage was collected in England.
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postmaster appointed in October 1775.

The R.I. Historical Society cover originated in Baltimore and went to
Newport, R.I. A manuseript ‘way’ is noted on the face, but it is crossed off so
that way charges probably were not made; certainly they were not included in
the rating ; however, it was not typical to include them in the rating at this time.
This cover bears three handstamped postmarks. It has the black 35 x 414 mm.
‘provisional” BALTIMORE/JUN 20, noted previously under Baltimore, but the
colon is missing in this strike. Tt also has the B1 ‘provisional’ PHILA : JUNE
22 in red and the New York Type D in a rust-brown 27 x 4% mm. N YORK JU:
23.

Rating of this cover is a manuseript 1/- in ink. At this time both penny-
weight and sterling rates were used interchangeably. This rate is the equal of
the 4 dwt. Baltimore-Newport rate under the Franklin/Foxeraft rate charts of
the Aect of 1765. It should be noted that this is one of the rates that changed
under the Franklin Tables of Congress postage of 1775 where it is reported as
4 dwt 16 grains. These latter tables of course are not examples of the 20%
reduction act of Congress, in effect July 26 to September 30, 1775, but rather
the new ‘restored’ rates equivalent to the Parliamentary rates of the Act of 1765.
They represent a rethinking of distances since the earlier tables were made.

Both of these letters—the R.I. Historical Society and the illustrated Phila-
delphia Type B—have a handstamp for every key control town that the letter
passed through. Such control markings were known earlier, but the use on these
1775 covers is slightly different, and well may be significant in indicating the
‘provisional’ nature of the covers. The famous Barrie correspondence illustrated
and sold in the Glassco sale, shows the typical earlier use of control handstamps.
The Barrie letter of Oectober 8, 1772 from St. Vincent, W.I. to Florida was
routed via Boston and Charleston, S.C. It bears both a BOSTON and a
CHARLES/TOWN handstamp, but it does not have a Philadelphia, New York,
or Virginia handstamp to show transit. The December 9, 1772 Barrie letter
didn’t go so far north and it bears the handstamps of TAMAICA, CHARLES/
TOWN and PENSACOLA to show the major route changes from St. Vincent to
Florida. The famous WM/BURG cover of 1765 that reposed in the collections
of Ed Mayer, Glassco and Faulstich was addressed to Rhode Island. Yet it only
has the originating Williamsburg postmark, and the control mark of New York
because of the major route change there.

By contrast the covers of 1775 show more control markings. The Baltimore
cover has the Philadelphia as well as a New York marking while the Philadelphia
letter going overseas has the New York control. Earlier, most Philadelphia
letters going overseas did not have a second marking.

Despite the fact that Philadelphia was the largest city in the colonies during
this period the number of extent covers that were postally used from there is
comparatively small. Tt is true, of course, that there are probably more archive
covers from Philadelphia and there are several major private collections. Never-
theless, the quantity of 1774-5 Philadelphia covers is unusually small when com-
pared with those from either Boston or New York.

In New Jersey I have noted no covers in the pre-Battle of Lexington period
that might be ‘provisional’ candidates. However, there are three later candi-
dates. Two of these, from Woodbridge, N.J. are recorded in Sampson. The
marking is a black 40mm x 414mm straightline WOODBRIDGE JUL:22 with
the second date showing JUL:26 instead. Neither was available for analysis,
but both markings are typical of the ‘provisional candidates’. The third cover,
illustrated here, has not been previously reported. It is a Quaker letter of
Sept. 11, 1775 written by Jona D. Sargeant in regard to legal action against Mr.
Paterson and also records a legal conference at Amboy, N.J. Written and posted
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at Princeton it is addressed to John Roynoll, a Philadelphia merchant, who
docketed it as being received on the 12th. It was backstamped in black with a
38 x414mm PRINCE*TON and a separate date stamp SEP:11. On the face
the 9d rate is in red and the N4 is in black. This is the correct 1 dwt 8 grain
(4d sterling) rate of hoth the 1765 Parliamentary and the Franklin Congress
postal Tables. The 4d sterling (N4), with inflation, would give 8d or 9d in
local currency. (It is possible that a delivery fee of 1d was charged). Although
this letter was handled during the 20% rate reduction period of the Congress
post, the distance travelled would require 26 grains, two grains more than suffi-
cient for a 3d rate. Had a 3d rate been used, the marking could have clearly
heen attributed to the Congress post under the 20% reduection rate constructions.

There is only one other postmarked cover reported from Princeton in the
colonial /revolutionary period and it is considerably later. That is the 43 x 4mm
brown strike reported by Sampson as PRINCE*TOWN with a MAY :10 date
stamp in 1780, after the war was well under way. This cover, until now the
unique Princeton example, also bears a manuseript 26/16 rate—the rare twenty
times rate of the period and long thought to be the only known example of the
rate. The strikes of these two covers are identical—when laid on top of one
another the letter in both markings overlay perfectly except for the last two
letters ‘WN’—but differing in color. Strangely, this 1775 example bears the
more modern spelling of the town. (Fig. 29).

The two letters were probably handled by different postmasters. The post-
master in early September 1775 in the Goddard office was Mr. John Baldwin of
the local Committee of Correspondence, while the Congressional postmaster from
10/5/1775 until the British occupied Princeton around December 8, 1776 was
Hugh Montgomery. The British occupation lasted about one month* at the
time of the Battle of Princeton (12/8?/1776-1/10?/1777) and 1 am not sure
whether Mr. Montgomery resumed the postal funetions in early 1777 or not.
We do know that Benjamin Plum took over sometime thereafter, but I have not
vet had the opportunity to examine all the war time postmaster appointment
records, so cannot comment for certain. It is possible the handstamp was dam-
aged and reset with the extra letters by 1780. The two covers should be examined
together to determine if both markings are authentic, as cursory examination
indicates.

In 1774 the Parliamentary marking of the New York postoffice was the
straightline black (Type C) NEW-YORK, measuring 40mm x bmm. It is re-
corded in use from January 6, 1773 to October 28, 1774 in black. A red copy
used in 1775 has been reported, but T have not examined it. In 1775 a brown-
rust 27 x 4%mm (Type D) backstamp straightline N YORK AP :19 is reported ;
it is a ‘provisional eandidate’. This handstamp has been reported from March
3, 1775 through December 13, 1775—1I have recorded some ten copies, but others
are probably located in private postal history and autograph collections as well
as in the archives.

There are two other types of postmarks recorded in 1775 for New York City.
These are a manuseript marking of July 22, 1775 and a 34 x 414 mm green-blue
(Type B) straightline N YORK * MA :1 used as a backstamp. This latter is
definately a Congressional marking and is recorded in use until at least April 19,
1776. 1t is associated with both large and small date styles with the large dates
being reported on March 16, January 29, September 14 and August 24. The

*There is one occupation letter known from Princeton. This is the one from Banastre
Tarleton to his mother dated Prince’s Town December 18, 1776 reading:
“‘My dear Madam Our eorrespondence is totally stopt so few ships go to and come from
England on acct. of the quantity of American privateers that this eontinent seems utterly
secluded from Gt. Britain. You will with pleasure, if you receive it, read this letter . ..”’
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Figure 29. PRINCE*TON in black and SEP:Il backstamped on a letter to Philadelphia. This is a
previously unreported marking in 1775. Written by Jonathan Sergeant regarding legal matters
on the Ilth it arrived in Philadelphia on the 12th of Sept. 1775, The rate is | dwt 8 grains or N4
in sterling or 9d in inflated Pennsylvania currency. This letter was posted in the 20% reduction
period of the Congress post, but the reduction was not sufficient to affect this rate.

two earliest copies I record are the Faulstich sale item of September 14, 1775
and the Mason copy of August 24, 1775. While I have record of about 10 copies,
it can be presumed that a number of others exist, particularly in the archives.
A late manuseript marking ‘N York ford’ is known on two of these covers cirea
March 1, 1776.

It is clear that the New York Type D and Type E postmarks overlap. The
manuscript markings known in connection with the handstamp Type E covers of
1776 should be in the handwriting of Postmaster Ebenezar Hazard, appointed
by Franklin effective October 5, 1775. He had earlier been appointed by the
New York Committee in May 1775 while Franklin’s letters indicate that he was
to function under his new commission in September. The handwriting on the
1776 covers, presumably Hazard’s is not the same handwriting as that of the
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manuscript marking of July 22, 1775. Other than recording these New York
handstamps and noting the overlaps, a more detailed discussion of the implica-
tions and reasons will be deferred until the subsequent New York case study
section.

All provisional candidates have now been placed before the reader as well
as a number that are known in the latter part of 1775. Of course, a number of
other postmarks are known used at this time, but all those are assignable to the
Parliamentary postal services and need not be considered here.

What has not been noted is the extent to which colonial correspondence
avoided any use of the postal system. While it certainly is a possibility that
some of the unpostmarked letters of 1774-5 were actually handled by the ‘provi-
sional’ postmasters, the large number of them suggests that the typical American
reaction to the events of the period was (a avoid any postage if possible (b
avoid using the Parliamentary post. Of course, there were the subscription
posts and these, insofar as we know, did not postmark their letters.

The problem with this substantial quantity of unpostmarked material is
that postal markings may subsequently be added. 1In faet, as 1 have illustrated,
there are several cases where this has been done and the markings can be identi-
fied as forgeries. However, the forgery of Revolutionary period documents is a
long-practiced art and the addition of a postmark is not that much of an addi-
tional hurdle. In faet, it is probably easier than faking the entire letter and we
already know of the extensive forging of (George Washington, Benedict Arnold
and other correspondences. There is even a suspicion that good, or authentic,
letters in the archives may have been ‘improved’ philatelically—a point that
most archivists would not be prepared to have noticed nor ecompetent to evaluate.
Thus purchasers of letters which are ‘authenticated’ by reference to similar
archive markings, but not otherwise authenticated, should consider the possi-
bility that the archives might have been ‘improved’.

Independent Mail Carriers in the North in 1774-5

Mr. Goddard did not invent the subsecription post, although he may have
turned an existing institution into a vehicle for his personal purposes. The
subseription post concept has a long colonial past. It is an American institution.
Years before William Goddard proposed an opposition American subseription
post to the Parliamentary system he had worked with just such a subseription
operation. In his youth in Connecticut, Mr. Goddard had worked with the
riders of the local newspaper subseription posts.

Several of the better known subseription posts have been mentioned here,
and elsewhere, in print. A detailed view of their operation is desirable in light
of their importance as forebearers of the American system we know today.
Quotations from the contemporary advertisements give us the least biased view.

One of the subseription riders mentioned earlier, on page 217, was Silent
Wilde. His ‘riding’ advertisement appears in the May 5, 1774 issue of the
Massachusetts Gazette:

“SILENT WILDE, News-Carrier

along the Road from Boston thro’ Lancaster, Rutland, &e. to Northhampton,

Deerfield &e. desires seasonably to put his Customers in Mind that the first

Half-Year of his last Engagement ends with the Newspapers of the 9th of

May inst. when there will be due from each of them one dollar; the Payment

of which some time in the week following the said 9th of May at the usual

place where he has left their papers he greatly hopes will be certain and

Punctual—and flatters himself that none of them will be so Unkind as by

their delinquency to deny him the Means of deferring the great Expense
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attending the same. His former customers who are yet in the arrears may
not expect to be callued upon again in this way as he must have his Pay in
a short Time without fail. May 5, 1774.”’

In this advertisement, Mr. Wilde uses the exact term ‘news-carrier’ that was
used in reference to Mr. Bradford’s service on January 19, 1774 (see page 221).
Apparently Mr. Wilde charged a dollar each half-year, equal to sixteen shillings
a year per paper. This ecan be compared with Mr. Goddard’s complaint about
‘prohibitory exactions’ of three shillings a year to delivery his newspapers to a
subseriber (see pages 214-5).

Mr. Wilde’s advertisement suggests that he was in business not only sinee
November 1773, but probably sinece November 1772—‘first Half-Year of his last
Engagement’’. Tt is probable that he was in business for many years. We have
other indications that he or his family kept an inn just outside of Boston and
his route went by it directly west from Boston through the center of Massachu-
setts to Northampton and then turned north along the Connecticut river to Deer-
field, site of the most famous massacre of Queen Anne’s War, in 1704. This
route which was about 100 miles one way was not a postal route under the
Parliamentary post, the ‘provisional’ Constitutional post, nor under the first
acts of the Congressional post. Yet there were undoubtedly letters earried along
it and Mr. Wilde was the logical carrier, although his advertisements did not
specify earrying letters.

Another rider who was also mentioned previously is William Williams.
His advertisement is located in the Boston Gazette of February 28, 1774:

““All persons indebted to William Williams for the newspapers and carriage

are desired to pay the same by the Tth Day of March inst. N.B. The said

Williams intends to ride every other week from Boston to Fitehburgh the

ensuing vear if proper Encouragement is given and he will leave the papers

at the same stages as usual.”’
Like the Wilde advertisement, this one eoncentrates on the newspapers and does
not mention the possibility of earrying letters along this 40-mile, one way, route
which ran to the northwest out of Boston. Like the Wilde route this one was
not then, or in the immediate following period, a post route of the government.
However, Mr. Williams did hold a postal position in the government, for he was
a member of the Committee of Correspondence of Glastonbury. The Committees
of Safety and Correspondence were the legal authorities for some time in the
early days of the U.S. They elected or sent the representatives to Congress and
they voted the laws into existence. They chose the Provineial legislatures. This
odd state of affairs continued until about 1777.

Another subseription post, and this one specifically advertised ecarrying
letters, is found in the Massachusetts Gazette of April 15, 1774. This is after
the Goddard first visit and may well represent a response to it:

“JOSTAH TOWN Begs leave to inform the Publie that he has engaged to
ride, as a Post from Boston through Dedham, Medway, Medfield, Holliston,
Bellingham, Mendon, Sutton, Oxford, Dudley, Sturbridge, and Brimfield.
Such persons as choose to employ him he will serve with the Boston News-
Papers with the greatest Regularity ; he will carry Letters, Bundles &e. and
transact whatever Business may be intrusted to him with the utmost Fidelity
and Care upon reasonable terms.

Letters &e. to be conveyed to any of the above towns may be left at Mills
and Hicks Printing Office or at Mr. Plimptons, South End—He leaves Bos-
ton every Thursday, 10 o’clock.”’

This route, too, was not a post road in the 1774-6 period.

There were undoubtedly other subseription posts out of Boston at one time
or another covering the territory that was not serviced by the King’s Post. A
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line North and a line out onto the Cape would be expected, and probably existed.
In the other colonies too, almost every Colonial newspaper carried word of the
various posts. I will eite a number of those found in the Hartford and Phila-
delphia area to demonstrate not only the extent of the system, but that the true
novelty of the Goddard ‘provisional’ post was its direct conflict with the Parlia-
mentary post.

In examining the Hartford Courant from February 1775 through July 1776
I found that Ebeniezer Watson'’s paper carried the following on April 3, 1775:

““Amos Alden who has rode as a News Carrier to Litehfield county and the
Towns adjacent about eighteen months past desires all persons indebted to
him for the last year to leave the money at the places where their papers
have usually been left that he may thereby be enabled to make payment to
the Printer March 29, 1775.”’

Mr. Alden had obviously started his business in January 1774—again hefore
Mr. Goddard came North into Connecticut. The details of this route are not
given, but it was due West from Hartford into an area that would obviously
not have regular postal service, by the nature of the population and towns.
Alden almost certainly carried mail as well as papers, for this reason.

One of the more important routes in colonial America was the route to
Boston from New York via Hartford. Rwwington’s New York Gazetteer of
August 25, 1774 carried the following, which specifically notes carrying letters:

““By Subscription A NEW POST RIDER From New York to Hartford who
will set out from New York every Thursday morning, pass through the
White Plains, Northeastle, Bedford, Pound Ridge, Salem, Ridgefield, Dan-
bury, Newtown, Woodbury, Waterbury, Farmington. Arrive at Hartford
on Saturdays. Depart from there on Mondays, returning by way of Farm-
ington, Harwington, Litchfield, New Preston, New Milford and Danbury
&e. from the last of which places to Hartford they will ride alternately.
Those persons who chose to subseribe for Rivington’s New York Gazetteer
which will be certainly published on Thursday mornings, are to pay one
dollar and a half annually for the same; half of which is to be paid on
receipt of the first paper and the rest at the year’s end. The said riders
will carry Letters, parcels, & &ec upon the usual terms, performed by
ISAAC MITCHELL and NATHAN PERCY of Woodbury, Connecticut.
In the months of January, February, March, and April they will ride only
once a fortnight.”’

Shortly thereafter, in the issue of September 22, 1774 another notice appeared,
““To Inhabitants upon the upper Post Road from New York to Hartford.
Those gentlemen who are disposed to subseribe for their weekly newspapers
are desired to leave their names directly at the same houses on the road where
the Post Riders have left the advertisements. ISAAC MITCHELL and
NATHAN PERCY, Riders.”’

Close to the end of the subseription year, advertisements appeared in the New
York papers concerning this post. The first is in the pro-British Rivington’s
New York Gazetteer of August 3, 1775.

“HARTFORD POST RIDER. The Subsecriber’s year of Riding Post be-
tween New York and Hartford being nearly expired, he is desirous of
settling with his customers as he has to settle with the printers of their
papers; their acecounts may be made at the several stages where their papers
are left, and receipts given willingly, by the persons with whom the accounts
are left. The subseriber proposes riding another year to Hartford, which
begins the 15th of September next; he has taken John Clark into partnership
with him. He returns his most grateful thanks to the publick for thier past
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favors and hopes that they will pay the postage on the papers at the same
time that they pay the printers. NATHAN PERCY”’

By this time, of course, the Goddard provisional postal system was adver-
tised as being in operation with John Holt as the New York city postmaster.
On the same date as the just-quoted advertisement in Rivington’s New York
Gazetteer, we find John Holt’s Jowrnal publishing two items. The first was a
request for payment in Baltimore for newspapers. The payment was to be
made through Henry Sheaf in that city. The second one is a slightly different
version of Mr. Perey’s advertisement. Tt is particularly interesting for the rates
quoted, in light of Mr. Goddard’s complaints about the Parliamentary rider’s
rates in the Philadelphia area and the fact that John Holt was the Goddard
postmaster in New York:

“Back Post from New York to Hartford. These are to give notice that the
subseriber being about to settle with the Printers for whom he has for near
twelve months past carried newspapers, desires all persons who are in-
debted for the said Papers immediately to settle and pay for the same at the
several Stages to the persons with whom the accounts will be left, who are
appointed to receive the balance and whose receipt will be a discharge for
the same.

And the subseriber having experienced the inconvenieney of deliver-
ing papers to persons who have not paid the entrance, which is 6/- New
York money and he intending to ride another year on the said road between
New York and Hartford, He therefore desires of all persons who intend to
encourage this business by taking the papers that they pay the same 6/-
entrance money for another year to begin the 15th September next. He has
engaged as a partner in this business Mr. JOHN CLARK of Woodbury and
intends the ride from and to Hartford and New York shall be performed
every week. NATHAN PERCY 03"’

In light of the earlier advertisements that Mr. Percy would carry letters
and bundles, this notice appears to put him in direct competition with the God-
dard ‘provisional’ subsecription post. Yet, he advertises in Holt’s newspaper.
This is another indication of the extreme complexity of postal arrangements in
this period. \

An advertisement in Rivington’s Gazetteer on October 5, 1775 of the back
post to Hartford is the earliest published record so far of the Hazard post office
in any New York newspaper. It reads:

““The Publick are hereby notified That the subseriber rides once in each
week as POST from New-York to Hartford on the road usually called the
Back Road. He sets out from New-York on Thursday, precisely at one
o’clock and goes through the following places: West Chester, East Chester,
White Plains, North Castle, Bedford, Pound Ridge, Salem, Ridgefield,
Ridgebury, Danbury, New Town, Woodbury, Waterbury, Southington,
Farmington, Hartford.

He leaves Hartford at 9 o’clock and arrives at New-York the Wednesday
evening following. He begs who may have letters to go by him for this city
will leave them with Mr. Ebenezar Hazard at the Constitutional Post Office
where those he brings to Town will be left.

NATHAN PERCY New York September 14, 1775’

The post had apparently been converted from a private subseription post to a
formal operation connected with the Constitutional Post Office system. There
are slight differences in the towns served. Kast Chester and West Chester,
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Ridgebury, and Southington are added while the Northern return route is
omitted.

A subsequent advertisement of this post is found in Holt’s New York
Journal of February 29, 1776:

“NATHAN DUDLEY Post Rider on the back road between New York and
Hartford. Hereby desires all who are indebted to him for Newspapers to
make immediate payment the first half year of his riding being nearly
expired. NATHAN PIERCY the former rider, also desires payment of all
amounts due to him for the service.”’

Dating this advertisement back suggests that Dudley started riding just about
the time that the Hartford back post was connected with the Constitutional post
office under Hazard.

A particular piquancy in this series of advertisements is the demonstration
of how the ‘‘subseription posts’’ competed not only with the King’s post but
also with the Congressional post. Further, the August 1775 ad in John Holt’s
Journal apparently puts this post into direct competition with the Goddard
‘provisional’ post of which John Holt in every issue recorded that he was the
New York office. The old King’s post riders—Peet and Hurd—are the Goddard
‘provisional’ post riders from New York to Hartford at this time. They do not
advertise! Hurd retired in 1775 in very comfortable circumstances having rid-
den for 48 years. His wife, Elizabeth, had died on November 28, 1774 at Strat-
ford. She was but a slip of a girl being only 24 years and three months old at
death according to the newspapers.

Another important ‘‘subseription post’” went South from New York to
Morristown, New Jersey. The March 9, 1775 issue of Holt’s Journal carries the
news of a change in its operation:

““This is to give notice that the subscriber intends to ride post from this
place to New York and return here as usual on every Tuesday afternoon—
he also proposes to erect a complete and commodious Stage-Wagon to go from
his own house in Hanover and call at the house of Joseph Morris, to the
house of Thomas Kenney, Esq. and from thence set off at 5 o’clock on every
Tuesday morning commencing the first Tuesday in May next and proceed
the same day to Powles Hook, calling at the following places, viz. at the
house of Silvanus Ciely and Matthias Winins, at Passiack River; at the house
of Nehemiah Woodruff at Springfield; at the house of Josiah Person in
Newark and from thence proceed to Powles Hook; From which last place
said Stage will set off on its return at 5 o’clock every Thursday morning and
come through Newark, Springfield, and Passiack (without calling at Han-
over) to this place on the afternoon of said Day ;—As the stage must set off
early to perform this journey timely, the passengers are requested to come
over the river on Wednesday evening. The rate for each passenger from
this Place to Powles Hook will be eleven shillings New York currency and
the like fair for each returning passenger and so in proportion for those
taken in along the road. Bundles &c. belonging to passengers and not ex-
ceeding 14 pounds will be carried free. The public may depend that the
subseriber will use his utmost diligence and care to render satisfaction to
any person that will encourage him in this undertaking. And as he flatters
himself that he has given satisfaction to the gentlemen that have employed
him for some years past in riding post from this place to New York, he
requests the continuance of their favors, assuring them that he will faith-
fully exert himself to merit their further approbation.

CONSTANT COOPER Morris-Town 4th March 17757’

This Morristown stage venture did prosper, however, it appears that Mr. Cooper
dropped out of the picture. We find many subsequent advertisements of the
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Morristown stage until the closing of the New York papers in 1776. Typical is
the report in the April 11, 1776 issue of Loudon’s New York Packet:

““Notice is hereby given to the Publiec in general that the MORRIS-TOWN
STAGE continues, as usual, to set off from Hackets-Town, every Monday
morning. Every Tuesday morning sets off from Captain Dickerson’s in
Morris- To“n at sunrise to Pm\les Hook; from thence to return every
Thursday morning at 7 o’clock as usual; And every Saturday morning again
to set off from the house of (Captain DlCl\GI‘QOl’l s at Morris-Town by way of
Chatham and Springfield to Powles Hook and return from thence on Mon-

day evening at 7 o’clock the same road to Morris-Town, and will be eontinued
by DANIEL BURNET, JOSEPH CONLIFFE and SILAS BURNET”

Powles Hook, the northern destination of this stage, is in Jersey City just oppo-
site the tip of Manhattan. It is one of the earliest settlements in New Jersey
showing up on the Dutech Manatus map of 1639. Hacketts Town, the other
terminus is well west of Morristown, about 2-3rd across the state, on the route to
Stroudshurg, Pa.

This advertisement, unlike the 1775 one, does not specify that the owners
will also ‘ride post’ to New York; however, it is likely that the Morristown stage
did carry letters for, in the post-Revolutionary period, we know of letters ecarried
on this stage run, insceribed ‘per stage’.

It is interesting to note that several of these subscription posts do adver-
tise the carryving of letters in the period after the first Goddard proposals were
publicized. They may well have promoted their letter services previously, but
the advertisements T have seen fall in the subsequent period.

The Norwich Packet, a Royalist Connecticut newspaper, records two inter-
esting notices in 1775. The first is in an advertisement of the January 19, 1775
issue where the following is noted:

“*Subsecriptions taken by Mr. Leonard Hills of Lebanon-Goshen, Post Rider.”’
This route is about 50 miles long across the middle of the state of Connecticut,
passing through Hartford. From what I can determine of the selection of towns
along the route, it has no postal connection, although Mr. Hills is specifically
called a ‘post’ rider. I would assume the phrase means ‘subscription post’.

The second Packet item relates to the post in the South rather than New
England. It is, however, too interesting to omit. Appearing in the March 19,
1775 issue, it reads:

“Williamsburgh March 4. Last Wednesday as the Rider who carries the
mail between New Castle and Richmond was returning from thence about
10 miles before he had finished his stage, he found in the road a young child
carefully placed and a box with £10 cash . ..”’

New Castle is located on the Virginia-West Virginia border between Roanoke
and White Sulphur Springs. This route across the Cumberland mountains goes
back to at least 1771 and is one of the early Western mail routes. It would be
from this route that mail would be forwarded onward through the Cumberland
Gap at the Kentucky/Tennessee/Virginia border in colonial days. Traders and
trappers had gone through as early as 1763, and Thomas Walker had crossed in
1750 looking for settlement sites, although the first permanent English settlement,
at Harrodsburg, was not made until 1774.

The Private Subscription Posts of Philadelphia

Philadelphia, as the number one city in the colonies, was a natural center
for various subseription posts. A series of advertisements did appear in the
local papers during 1774-5 and undoubtedly there were other posts that were not
picked up.
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The importance of Mr. Bradford in the ‘provisional post’ scheme dictates
that the first notices should concern the Bradford family. In the New York
Mercury of June 13, 1774 we learn:

“Last Monday evening the Committee of Correspondence met and answered
several Despatches brought by Mr. Cornelius Bradford from Boston.”

Mr. Bradford kept a coffee house in New York as I reported in my Postal History
Notes VI. There, the Samuel Loudon newspaper, the New York Packet of
November 20, 1783 was cited as source for an advertisement by Cornelius Brad-
ford of the New York Coffee House reading:

“Particular care will be taken in the delivery of all such letters as may be
entrusted to his care.”’

Thus, Cornelius Bradford ran what could truely be called ‘coffee house mail’ in
the immediate post-British occupation days of New York. Almost all of the
various postoffices at New York—Holt, Hazard and the Parliamentary—were
located within just a few doors of the New York Coffee House. The Bradfords
of New York were close relatives of the ones in Philadelphia.

Among the ecarly advertisements in the Philadelphia papers were those for
the various stage lines, many of which carried mail but did not necessarily ad-
vertise that portion of their service. Joseph Tatlow’s stage boat between Patrick
Hamilton’s stage wagon and Philadelphia is advertised at least as early as
November 20, 1773. It is again advertised in the August 27, 1774 issue of the
Pennsylvania Gazette. The route went to Baltimore via Newecastle and Charles-
town. It was a competitor to the Goddard/Stenson route between the two towns
in terms of geography if not in service. One of the major stage route managers
in the colonies, James Parker—not the printer who was the comptroller of the
Parliamentary post until his death in 1770—advertised on Oectober 10, 1774.
He promoted a Stage Boat between Philadelphia and Cohawsey Bridege, N.J. at
this time.

The Parker Stage Boat route was basically duplicated on land by a par-
ticular significant subseription post route which not only carried mail but ad-
vertised the fee for same, just eight days after the first of the Stinson/Goddard
advertisements. This advertisement which appeared in the March 2, 1774 issue
of the Pennsylvania Packet was for the Bennoni Dare post and it supplies con-
siderable detail about the route:

““The Subseriber begs Leave to Inform the Public that he now designs
driving a Stage-Wagon from the House of Mr. Michael Lee in Greenwich,
Innkeeper, starting from said House on Mondays at 12 o’clock and to
proceed from thence to the House of Mr. John Dickinson, Inn keeper, in
Salem to set out from said House on Tuesday at Sunrise and proceed from
thenee to Mr. William Cooper’s Ferry; he then crosses the said Ferry to
Capt. John Hyden’s in Philadelphia and return from thence to the Town of
Salem on Thursdays and on Fridays to the Town of Greenwich as aforesaid.
—Rules of the Fare as follows—For a single person from Greenwich to
Salem 3s—From Salem to Philadelphia 5s—and TLiuggage per 100 pound
from Greenwich to Salem 1s, from Salem to Philadelphia 4s6d. Letters 4d
apiece, the money to be delivered with the Letters. All Gentlemen and
Ladies that please to favor the Subseriber with their Company or Orders
may depend upon the most Civil Usage and Punctual exeeution of their
Commands by the Publicks humble Servant March 1, 1774.

BENNONI DARE”’

This route is approximately 60 miles long and runs through territory that
is relatively sparsely populated so that it was unlikely to attract true competition
from any of the governmental postal services inasmuch as it would not probably
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generate adequate revenues to cover the service. According to maps of the
1770°s, this route follows the main roads through southern New Jersey. The 4d
rate for letters is identical to the charges for equal distances in the Post Office
Acts and Tables. Careful readers will note that the John Dickenson, Innkeeper,
mentioned here is not the Capt. Dickenson of Morristown on the Morristown
Stage route. As Salem is located just across the river from Newecastle, however,
the geography is right for a relative of farmer John Dickenson, the Pennsylvania
Signer of the Declaration of Independence.

In the summer of 1775, a 90-100 mile long route through rural Pennsylvania
north from Philadelphia to Allentown was advertised. Tt specified letters would
be carried. While part of the route matches the road on the Faden map of
1776, this post follows no road I can otherwise trace on that map or on maps
from the 1850°s on. Most of the towns are identifiable, however. The deseription
of this rural subseription post is found in the Pennsylvania Journal of August
30, 1775 :

““Whereas there is a RIDER proposed to go from Philadelphia to Allens-
Town in Northampton county onece a week to leave Philadelphia every
Wednesday for the conveyance of Newspapers, letters ete. to go by way of
German Town, Buffel-Town, Four-lane-End, Newtown, Durham, Easton,
and Bethlehem, all ladies and gentlemen who are pleased at this alarming
crisis to encourage an undertaking of so great utility are requested to Leave
their names with the following gentlemen: viz, Mr. Joseph Vandergrift at
the Cross Keys Philadelphia; Messrs. Alexander Edwards and Joseph Addis,
Esq. innkeepers at Buffel-Town, Messrs. Jacob Comely and James Vanzant,
Moreland Manor; William Bueckham, at New Town; Wm. Bennett, inn-
keeper at Wrights Town; Messrs. Wm. M’Calla and Alexander Robinson,
Plumstead ; Mr. Joseph Braden at Bedminster; Mr. James Smith, merchant
at Tinnicum; Mr. George Oberbeck at Noxanixon; Geo. Taylor Esq. at Dur-
ham; Mr. James Clapham at Springfield; Mr. James M’Allister at William-
ton; Messrs. Israel Sedman and Adam Yoes at Easton; Mr. Jacob Aible at
Greenwich in Sussex County, N.J.; Mr. Jacob Lival between Easton and
Bethlehem ; Mr. John Francis Oberlin and Mr. Juste Jackson at Bethlehem ;
Mr. Peter Rhoads and Mr. Michael Strader at Allen-Town. Shall be thank-
fully received and punctually obliged by, Ladies and Gentlemen, your most
obedient humble servant, THE RIDER.

N.B. The first Publication of all New Pamphlets may be had of the rider.

One of the most important of these early private or subseription posts, and
the only one where we have postal markings known today, is the Bordentown
Stage. While the handstamps are from a later period, the operation began many
vears before. T have recorded covers from August 23, 1786 until November 21,
1786 with handstamps of this stage. These include the following dates: 8/23,
8/28, 10/28, and 11/21. There are, I believe, at least two more covers in that
time span. The first advertisements for this serviece appeared before 1771 and
are outside the scope of this ‘provisional’ period, as are the handstamps. One of
the major postal incidents of early 1774, however, involved this service. The
Philadelphia papers devoted article after article to the subjeet. The first of the
series was printed on March 23, 1774 in the Pennsylvania Gazette:

‘““Whereas on or about the 15th day of December last, a letter written by
the subseriber to a gentleman in New York, was delivered on board the
Borden-Town stage belonging to Joseph Borden, Esq. stage master. And
whereas also two other letters one for the same gentleman in New York and
one for a (Gentleman in New Brunswick in the Provinee of New Jersey
written by the subseriber and bearing date of 5th day of January last was
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delivered at the house of the said Joseph Borden, in Borden-Town on the
evening of the same day. Whereas as the letter of 18th day of December
hath not yet been received by the gentleman to whom directed and the other
being dated the 5th of January has been BROKE OPEN by some unprin-
cipled person or persons to answer wicked and malevolent purposes and one
of the said letters of the 5th day of January appropriated by the infamous
villain who broke it open and a copy of it sent to the gentleman in New
York; and Whereas a practice of so base a kind must be attended with
dangers in general and to merchants in particular the subseriber thought it
a duty he owed to the public as well as to himself to publish this advertise-
ment and recommend it to all stage masters and others who are entrusted
with the charge of conveying letters to execute their trust with fidelity.
Philadelphia Mar. 7, 1774. SIEWL LEINATHAN"’

On April 6, Mr. Borden writes a defense against ‘‘the insinuations of the
shrewd Humphrey Traveller or the cautions of Siwel Leinathan’’ whom he iden-
tifies as Nathaniel Lewis. On April 13, 1774 the paper carries an answer from
Lewis dated the 5th, while on the 22nd Borden writes to Lewis in a postseript to
the paper of April 13th challenging him to make formal legal charges. There is
also a very witty card ‘‘Dear Natty’’ signed by ‘‘Joseph Switech’’, which deals
with the subject. The May 4th issue has a two page supplement on the Lewis/
Borden argument while the 5/11 issue carries a Lewis letter. The papers con-
tinue to print extensively on the subject until the issue of June 8, 1774.

Mr. Borden continued to have troubles. A January 4th notice in the Penn-
sylvania Gazette discusses these along with one in the New York Journal of 1/5/
1775

“BORDEN-TOWN STAGE

‘Whereas one of the store houses belonging to the subscriber was broken
open in June last and sundry articles of wearing apparel were stolen and
carried off from hence . . . in order to prevent any misunderstandings for the
future the subscriber gives the public notice that he keeps a stage for the
carriage of passengers and goods to and from Philadelphia and South
Amboy ferry ONLY ; and therefore if any passengers or goods should offer
which are not to be carried through to said ferry but only some part of the
Way, they must take their chance for a conveyance and not expect in case
the stages are full to have Waggons purposely provided for their accommo-
dation . . . and where large sums of money have been frequently forwarded
by his waggons the subseriber further declares that he will not from henece-
forth be chargeable with any cash so entrusted as his waggons have no place
proper for the securing of money, and the risque is thereby very consider-
able; of which his emplovers are requested to take notice.

JOSEPH BORDEN, Borden Town Dee. 23, 174 702"’

It is obvious from the various letters to the editor and news stories about
the Bordentown stage that this operator carried letters in the early days. Never-
theless, neither this January 5, 1775 advertisement nor its predecessors specifi-
cally bring out this philatelically interesting fact. All that can be noted is that
Mr. Borden, like Harnden some 75 years later, carried money letters and goods.

The Private Mail Carriers in Philatelvy

The advertisements just cited of the various subseription private posts in
New England and the middle Atlantic states give us a substantial amount of
information about this type of operation during the ‘provisional’ period. Letters
were carried. There were fees for such letters and newspapers, and most of the
subseription posts carried both although this was not always noted in the adver-
tisements. Insofar as such fees were checkable they conformed with the stand-
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ard postage rates of the period. Too, a number of these private posts did not
compete directly with the official mail services but rather operated in territory
where the official services were non-existent because of the searcity of population,
which meant revenues would not cover the charges.

What is clear, however, is that there was a full blown independent mail
system in operation during the colonial period. The operating methods of these
men were similar to those of the express men and the independent mail carriers
of the 1830-50 period. The present day collector who specializes in the indepen-
dent mail serviees or in the express companies needs to drastically expand his
time horizon backward into the eolonial period. Only by doing so can his ecol-
lection be representative of either type of service. Rather than being the begin-
ning of a new type of serviee, the Grey/Harnden/Adams/Hale operations of the
1830-40’s are the culmination of a long development that is rooted in colonial
America. There is really no time period from at least the 1770’s onward when
such independent mail and express services were not offered.

The postal historian needs to understand these private posts not only for
their part in the ‘provisional” period but also for a deeper understanding of all
colonial and confederation postal history, as well as the subsequent express, in-
dependent mail and in-town locals. Because the Goddard proposals of 1774-5
for a subscription ‘provisional’ postal system developed out of these private
posts, it is eritical to recognize that many of these posts refer to their customers
as subscribers.

Both before and after the ‘provisional’ period, these private posts either a)
operated on routes not covered by the official postal services of the period, or b)
confined their operations to newspapers, money letters and express matter. It is
only during the ‘provisional’ period that we find these private posts directly and
openly competing with the main mail-carrying operations of the official govern-
mental postal authorities, prior to the resurgence of such direct ecompetition in
the 1830-40 period. Goddard’s genius consisted of recognizing and propagan-
dizing this system as an opportunity to frustrate the Parliamentary post, rather
than in any specific organization he constructed.

The recognition of these private or subseription posts opens an entirely new
field of philately. Up to now, almost all postal history efforts have heen con-
fined to known postal routes and known markings of postoffices upon those routes.
Occasionally strange markings or rates are found, but these are usually tossed
into an ‘unexplained’ file or ignored.

Under the aegis of men such as Elliot Perry, postal historians have also
examined the history of the local and independent mail services of the mid-1800’s
—where they have markings. The examination of the history of these companies
in that time frame has been particularly revealing in putting the adhesives and
handstamped covers of those posts into perspeetive. It has enabled us to identify
many fakes as well as clued us as to other possible postal operations.

The new field consists of identification of private or susbseription post
material in the earlier periods, particularly in the pre-1800’s. A considerable
quantity of material is extant. But, it has not been identified or eclassified.
Little was postally marked, for it was usual to prepaid such private mail services.
The series on Letter Carrier Service in New York published during 1974 in the
U.S. Classies Society Chronicle indicates the manner in which known services
can be extended backward and how a number of letters can be identified.

In the independent mail and private posts area, there are several ways to
identify philatelic items. Contents, odd rates, strange directional markings
such as ‘ 'per stage’ or ‘courtesy of Mr. Dare’—all are clues. By researching the
various known routes, any letters bearing directional markings of these private
carriers on them can automatically be assumed to have travelled by that route.
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They are collectable philatelic items. Onee the basic research into the adver-
tisements of the period has been done, these covrs will be relatively easy to
identify. Some of it is presented here. Western postal historians are adept at
the type of philatelic digging needed to unearth more. They have had to do it
in countless newspapers and archives dealing with early Western express mail.
No serious student of the colonial posts can afford to do less.

A detailed checking of routes is the second key method of identifying the
philatelic portion of this material. Did a letter start on a subscription private
route and move to a regular route? Certain of the official postoffice markings
serve primarily to identify just such material. Eventually I hope to publish a
series of such letters from the 1790’s, although they can be found in other eras.
At this point, the presumption is strong that a letter is philatelic if it is clearly
not a ‘courtesy’ cover and the contents give no indication of serviece outside the
mail and one of the private or subscription posts connected the two points.

To identify such philatelic material and associate it with the proper inde-
pendent mail system will take many years. At present, as noted, almost all of
these items are lumped as ‘courtesy’ out-of-the-mail emissions. Other than my-
self T know of only one collector who is now working along these lines. Mrs.
Faulstich had begun work along this direction before her death, for we had
discussed it, but she died before making any substantial progress. What notes
she had are apparently destroyed. TUntil such material bears signed certificates
from specialists, collectors are advised not to pay a premium for it, when it is
offered by dealers.

IV. Lexington and its Aftermath
The Express Mails of 1775

‘When the Battle of Lexington took place, April 18-19, 1775, the Parlia-
mentary post was operating freely throughout North America. According to
Ruth Butler’s Dr. Franklin, Postmaster General, which relies upon a letter in
the Massachusetts Historical Society Proceedings, VIII, 85, John Foxeroft wrote
Benjamin Franklin in London in April 1775 that,

... the Post Office has escaped the ‘storm of political range’ and riders are

proceeding without interruption the full course from Quebee to St. Augus-

tine.”’
This letter, of course, did not reach Franklin prior to his departure, for he was
on the high sees at the time of Lexington.

Within a short time Foxeroft knew better. He was in New York and had
to face the fury direetly. It was he who had to dismiss the riders on May 1
and had to meet the New York Committee. Finlay also quickly learned. He
had been attempting to go north to Quebec and had reached Albany at the time
of Tieconderoga and Crown Point (May 10) when he had to turn back upon
learning plans were afoot to capture him. At New York he promptly went
aboard the sloop King Fisher to intercept the Mercury packet which was due
from Falmouth. The Americans, he had learned had a vessel with 60 stout
fellows aboard designed to seize it. (eneral Gage in Boston had protested about
the mail service on May 4 and 19th. On May 20, 1775 while on board the King
Fisher, Finlay wrote the Earl of Dartmouth,

““The ecommunication by post is stopped between every part of the Continent

and Quebee. Few men care to write by post; some because it is held as

unconstitutional ; others because their letters are not safe in His Majesty’s
mails.”’

Finlay told the story to Todd in a letter of the same date and on May 29th
he wrote Parliamentary Post Office Secretary Todd proposing a Halifax serviee
with an armed vessel calling once a month to carry the mail down to New York
for the regular New York packet. Finlay took General Gage’s letters to Boston
on the King Fisher along with the incoming packet mail from Falmouth. This
was the only safe communication for the Parliamentary mails between the two

March 1975 103



major American cities. In his May 29, 1775 letter to Todd he wrote,

““If report be true, even a passage by water is not without risk.”’
He added wistfully,

“I most sincerely wish to be once more in a land where quiet, peace, and
good order vet reign.’’
Of course in this he was to be disappointed as he soon learned of the invasion of
Canada and on September 12, 1775 writes,

““In all probability we shall be shut out from all communications from any
one part of the world after the middle of November until the middle of
May, unless letters can be econveyed by Halifax.”’
By November 9th, Finlay had to stop all posts in Canada and was anticipating
a siege that might froce the surrender of Quebec. It was during that seige that
he penned his famous ‘Seige Journal’.

As can be seen from this brief review of events, the battle of Lexington
ushered in a new eyele in the history of the American post. The Parliamentary
post was doomed. As Miss Goddard stated earlier, on July 16, 1774, a Consti-
tutional Post Office was arising on the ruins. (See pages 292-3).

The Americans realized that they could not afford to leave communications
in the hands of the Parliamentary post. This has been clear to some patriots
for almost 15 years and was a key reason behind the founding of the Sons of
iberty. What happened in April 1775 was two-fold. The separate Provinces
set up their own posts or took over existing posts and sooner or later banned the
Parliamentary post. In addition, through the new governmental organs that
had replaced the old Provincial legislatures, they also set up an official express
mail system. With the outbreak of hostilities, a speedy means of obtaining news
was needed.

Philatelically this new express service has two important characteristics.
First it was official for it was sponsored by and paid for by the various govern-
mental agencies. Second, it was not limited to military mail, but open to all the
new officials who had news to send.

The Committees of Correspondence and Safety were so interwoven with the
local governments as the American system began that these committees were, in
effect, the government. This fact shows regularly in the newspaper advertise-
ments of the period. For example in the Boston Gazette of July 25, 1774, we
find :

“Wednesday night last our Committee of Correspondence met and asked

citizen approbation at the Coffee House tomorrow of their delegates for

Congress.”’

In this typieal example the people had all the choice of an Eastern European
today to approve or disapprove a slate of delegates—by approbation.
Throughout most of the colonies the ‘official’ provineial governments were

Tory or pro-British to the point that they did not represent the populace at

large. The Committees therefore replaced them and negotiated as an equal

among themselves and with the British governors. For example, in the New

York Mercury and Gazette of Monday, March 27, 1775 we find that the,
‘“Albany Committee of Correspondence and Safety on March 21, 1775
selected Abraham Yates, William Livingston, Col. Schuyler, Col. TenBrock
and Col. Peter R. Livingston to represent them in Congress. John N.
Bleecker Clerk’ .

On October 13, 1775, Governor Tyron of New York fled to a ship in the
harbor and from there carried on a correspondence with the New York Com-
mittee of Safety, the members of which assured him he was safe on shore. He

(Continued on page 121)
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The Clubhouse

THE ANNUAL MEETING
January 15, 1975

To The Voting Membership:

Notice is hereby given that the Annual Meeting of The Collectors Club will
be held at the Club House, 22 E. 35th St., New York, N.Y. on Wednesday,
January 15, 1975 at eight o’clock in the evening for the purpose of:

Receiving and acting upon the reports of the Officers, Election of Governors

for the Class of 1977, and such other business as may be brought before an

Annual Meeting.

Your attendance is respectfully requested. Please be sure to come so that we have
a quorum.

Ira S. Zweifach

Secretary

Report of the Secretary

It is the duty of the secretary to keep the records of the club, to announce
and keep the minutes of its various meetings, attend to its correspondence and
keep a record of the membership. I am pleased to say that with the help and
guidanee of Mrs. Anne Pritchett that duty has been accomplished in a satis-
factory manner. The minutes of the club are in order and its correspondence
up to date.

The membership records are also in order. They show that during 1974,
a year of inereased dues and creeping inflation, our ranks decreased from 1175
to 1093. 1In all, a total of 103 members were lost by resignation or non-pay-
ment of dues. 29 members were lost by death.

The distribution of our current membership as of Dec. 31, 1974, is as
follows:
Honorary & Life 10

Resident 250
Non-Resident 694
Overseas 139
1088
1093

It is heartening, however, to report that our membership losses were partial-
ly offset by the admittance of 48 new members and the reinstatement of 2 past
members.

Now, it is my sad duty to report the death of the following members of the
our club. When their names have been read we will rise for a moment of
silence in memory of these esteemed colleagues who are no longer with us.

Neerology :

Irving H. Bodenheimer M. Charles Hoffman
John F. Conners Walter A. MeclIntire
Livingston T. Dickason Thomas F. Morris
William A. Finnegan Herman Shenitz

John R. Henry Lawrence L. Shenfield
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Dr. Arthur F. Abt Dan S. Hammack, Jr.

Edward O. Barton Sol Kaplan

T. Blacktadius Kenneth E. Keister
Thomas W. Blinn Frank J. Kovarik
Carl A. Cato Harold E. Levitt
Edward W. Cragin Dr. Richard A. R.
Bernard Davis Maresch

Lester 1.. Downing Bernard H. Matthies
Leon C. Forcheimer Delf Norona
Syvdney E. Goldie William R. Rankin

Respectfully submitted,
Ira S. Zweifach
Secretary

Report of the Treasurer

With reference to the Current Funds of the Club, a few remarks seem to be
appropriate.

Despite the additional revenue brought in as a result of the increases made
in membership dues and advertising rates, the Collectors Club operated at a
deficit. The deficit appears to be in the neighborhood of $8,500.00 against an
actual deficit for the year 1973 of $13,216.90.

The members are reminded that the figures submitted in this report are unaudited. The
statement of the Club’s finances and operations will be published in an early issue of The
Collectors Club Philatelist.

Costs have continued to increase. This is especially true in areas that the
Club ecannot control. Prime examples are the costs of utilities, heating oil,
printing and postage. We are all familiar with this problem from our own
experience with day to day living costs.

Control and examination of expenditures have continued during the year
through the efforts of the Treasurer and the Budget Committee. Iowever, it
appears certain that costs will continue to escalate and the Club will eontinue
to suffer deficits.

Without impairing the normal funections and operations of the Club, it
seems that the only recourse will be to meet these deficits by ealls upon the income
of the Capital Fund. Such recourse is a good example of the importance of the
Capital Fund to each and every member of our Club.

Respectfully submitted,
Albert H. Higgins,
Treasurer

Report of the House Committee

It is pleasant to report that the elubhouse remained in sound condition dur-
ing 1974 with no major repairs necessary. However, many minor chores and
regular housekeeping duties were performed to make your building more com-
fortable and attractive.

The drapes in the meeting room and the lounge were cleaned as were the
rugs on the second floor. Thirteen chairs from the library, Governor’s room
and the lounge were repaired and recovered. The large sofa in the lounge was
entirely rebuilt and reupholstered. A mew water cooler was purchased for the
second floor and the skylights refurbished and made leak proof. Window locks
were installed, pictures rehung, ete. Further redecorating is in progress.
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Best of all, all these things have been accomplished well within the house
budget. That they were accomplished with facility and efficiency is due in no
small part to the help of Mrs. Pritchett whose aid in performing these endless
tasks was invaluable.

Ira S. Zweifach
Chairman

Report of the Awards Committee

COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST MEDAL

This highly eoveted medal was awarded for 1974 to ERNEST A. KEHR
of Richmond Hill, New York for
“THE POST OFFICE SEALS OF THE UNITED STATES”.
Working originally in close cooperation with the late Edward Gottlieb, it is a
superb article which covers all facets of this interesting phase of U.S. phil-
ately. On some 48 pages of this Philatelist, it is a classic example of interesting
and fine writing.
The Medal for the Best Program of 1974
Once again the Committee awarded two medals of equal merit. These
medals go to
W. R. HART of London, England for
“NATAL”
and W. FRAZER of London, England for
“SUDAN"’
Both showed their collections on Nov. 20th and provided us with a very enjoy-
able and interesting evening.
Honorary mentions go to
L. A. PARKER of London, England for
‘“ICELAND”’
and Dr. A. S. MISHRICK of Manhasset, New York for
“EGYPT, Proofs and Essays’’
All the above awards were made unanimously by the two Subcommittees.

Respectfully submitted,
Herbert J. Bloch,
Chairman

Report of the Publications Committee

This report combines the reports of the Chairman of the Publications Com-
mittee and the Editor of the Collectors Club Philatelist.

The Publications Committee continued work on the Theodore E. Steinway
Memorial Publication program. Progress was made in spite of the fact that
difficulties presented themselves with regard to getting bids for printing. These
bids were all too high to enable us to operate on schedule.

The Collectors Club Philatelist issued the usual six issues during the year.
Several new authors were welecomed to the fold and the regulars lived up to
expectations. The advertising expanded slightly as more members of the
A.S.D.A. realized the importance of our publication as the magazine of record
for United States Philately.

For the most part, our publication schedule was adhered to. While costs
increased, the increases were within tolerable limits.

Respectfully submitted,
H. D. S. Haverbeck
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Report of the Library Committee

A most important event during 1974, from the Library point of view, was
the publication in June of the catalog of the Club’s holdings of handbooks and
periodicals. It was not so much that the 700-page volume itself was of value,
but that the Library had been inventoried and a uniform indexing system put
in use.

There is one aspect of the use of the Library which, although not new, has
never received much mention, and that is its use by those outside the stamp
collecting community. Three recent examples will show the diversity of this
practice. The Canadian Government sent a researcher to compile a hiblio-
graphy of the philatelic and postal history of Canada; a librarian from Yale
University searched the Club’s holdings for references on playing cards; and
a posteraduate student from Columbia wrote a thesis on the setting-up of
speecialized libraries. All praised the openness of the Library and the ease with
which the desired material was found.

In 1973, the President of the Club asked the Study Groups if they would
aid the Library in any of a number of suggested ways. During 1974, all, with-
out exception, did help the Library. Their contribution of specialized knowl-
edge and material is most valued and appreciated by the Library.

Tt is also my pleasant task to give our thanks to Mrs. Josephine Eldridge,
Club Librarian, for making the Library such a useful place in which to pursue
our hobby.

Respeetfully sumbitted,
Ernest C. Wilkens
Chairman.

1974 Study Group Report

Total attendance at the various Study Groups meeting was 17 per cent
ahead of 1973. This is 7 per cent more than the estimated increase for 1974.

The major increase came from four new study groups, The American First
Day Cover Society, Cuba Philatelic Club of America, Fine Arts Philatelists,
and International Society of Japanese Philately. This brings to 18, the total
number of study groups meeting at the Collectors Club, not including the
Metropolitan Air Mail Society which will start meeting this year.

The 1975 Study Group attendance will show only a 5 per cent increase
unless additional organizations request meeting facilities.

Respectfully submitted,
John Dowd
Chairman

Report of the President for the Year 1974

This will be my fourth, and final, report of stewardship as President of
the Collectors Club. I say final, inasmuch as I had indicated to the Board of
Governors when reelected last January to a fourth year as your President,
that this responsibility and honor should pass to other hands in 1975.

Since this report may be considered a sort of valedictory, perhaps I can
be permitted a few personal observations before turning to a summary of the
activities of the Collectors Club in 1974. To have had the privilege of serving
4 consecutive terms as President of the Collectors Club, I consider a singular
honor. A review of club archives indicates that I share this distinetion with
only three previous Presidents. I find myself in distinguished company, indeed,
when I note that John N. Luff, who served a total of five years in 2 and 3 year
stints — 1906-07 and 1922-25 — Harry L. Lindquist, who served four years
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— from 1927-30, and Arthur W. Deas, who served five years — from 1937-42,
are the only other Presidents to have held office more than 3 years.

These 4 years have been demanding and exciting ones for me. They have
included the excitement of Anphilex 71 when we celebrated our Diamond Anni-
versary; the coneern over city, state and federal tax status reviews which had
favorable results; the satisfaction of supervising the redecoration and refurbish-
ing of the clubhouse; the pleasure of welecoming speakers, visitors and new
members; the sadness at the loss of many old and cherished members; the chal-
lenge of keeping the club as a vibrant, leading organization serving its member-
ship and international philately in general; the problems of maintaining fiscal
viability, which unfortunately, are still with us; and the many pleasures of
being associated with people and an organization that command respect through-
out the philatelie world.

To all those members, and particularly to the Officers and Governors, who
have given me support and encouragement through these years, go my profound
appreciation and gratitude. The Collectors Club is, and always will be, my
Number One philatelic affiliation. Although I will no longer be its chief execu-
tive officer, 1 will continue to give it all my support as a continuing Governor
and member.

Turning now to the year just past, I can report another year of progress.
As a result of the courageous action of the Board and the membership, we have
taken some significant steps toward a solution of our perennial finanecial prob-
lems. The increase in dues, an action which Board and members were reluctant
to take, but which was an obvious necessity, has increased club income. Happily
there were fewer defections from membership than had been anticipated as a
result of this action a year ago.

The increased advertising rates for the CCP have helped to keep pace with
the ever rising costs of producing our journal. Stringent budgetary controls
have also helped to narrow the gap betwen income and outgo. However, we
are still dependent on income from the Capital Fund to meet our continuing
annual deficit. You have all received a mailing recently, soliciting your further
contributions to the Capital Fund. Please give this matter your prompt and
generous attention, for a healthy Capital Fund represents our best bulwark for
coping with our finaneial needs.

To give further attention to our finances, as well as to many other short-
ange and long-range problems and opportunities, I appointed a Planning Com-
mittee under the chairmanship of Robert Stuchell. This committee has already
addressed itself to a variety of matters concerning club welfare and will, T am
confident, play an inereasingly important role over the next few years in focus-
ing attention on needed changes and will recommend courses of action for
Board consideration that will mean much to the future welfare and progress of
the Collectors Club. Mur. Stuchell was subsequently appointed to the Board of
Governors to fill the vacaney created by the death of Lawrence Shenfield, and
is a nominee for the unexpired portion of Mr. Shenfield’s term as Governor.

At this point I would like to acknowledg the service of those members of
the Board of Governors who are retiring this vear. In addition to Mr. Shen-
field who served almost 4 years, we are indebted to Robert Siegel for two years
of service, and particularly for his co-chairmanship of the Program Committee
which gave us such a fine series of programs in 1974. Special tribute must be
paid to Ezra Cole who retires from the Board after 17 years of continuous
service, many of them as Chairman of the important House Committee. While
we will miss these Board members, it is gratifying to note the fine slate of Gov-
ernors who have just been elected and who will ably earry on the work of the
Board.
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To enhance the image of the Collectors Club in the eyes of the philatelic
world, we again maintained hospitality lounges at the ASDA and Interpex
shows here in New York. Portions of the club’s collections were shown at
INTERNABA in Basel, Switzerland in June 1974 and are committed to the
international show, ESPANA 75, in Madrid this coming April. Board mem-
bers Bloch and Kehr were Judges at INTERNABA and Kehr and I will be the
U.S. Judges at ESPANA 75. Many other Board and club members have
served as Judges at a variety of local and national stamp exhibitions. I person-
ally attended INTERNABA, where 1 was privileged to speak on behalf of the
Collectors Club at two important social funections. I also attended the APS
Annual Meeting in Chicago, and the BALPEX and NOJEX exhibitions. As
President of the Collectors Club 1 again served as Master of Ceremonies at the
opening ceremonies and the banquet of the Interpex show and as a member of
the Philatelic Advisory Panel of the American Revolution Bicentennial Ad-
ministration. Board member Ernest Kehr and T have recently been elected to
the Board of Directors of INTERPHIL '76, the international exhibition sched-
uled for the summer of 1976 in Philadelphia.

The Annual Awards Dinner was again held at the Tower Suite and the
coveted Lichtenstein Award presented to our own Governor, Ernest A. Kehr.
The Members Competitive Exhibition will be resumed in 1975, after a lapse of
several years and will use the Interpex show in March as its venue.

Additional meetings by special committees of the Collectors Club and the
Philateliec Foundation were held during the year and significant areas of coopera-
tion were delineated. The course on stamp collecting offered by the Foundation
was again held in the clubhouse, and a variety of special meetings of philatelie
eroups, as well as an enlarged program of Study Group meetings, enjoyed the
use of our facilities.

Through the generosity of one Board member, who defrayed almost half
their cost, beautiful medallions were obtained for presentation to our guest
speakers as a token of appreciation for their talks.

These are only a few of the highlights of the 1974 activities of the Col-
lectors Club. As we move into our 80th year, I am confident that we can look
to the Board of Governors and its new slate of officers, soon to be named, for
the leadership and progress that I believe has been evidence in past years.

I close this report and my period of responsible stewardship with the pro-
foundest expression of gratitude to the officers, Governors, resident staff, and
the membership for their contributions and support in a memorable period in
my philatelic life.

Respectfully submitted,
F. Burton Sellers
President

Report of the Nominating Committee, December 2, 1974

The members of the Nominating Committee have met and have selected
the following incumbent Board Members to serve for the ensuing three year
term on the Board of Governors of The Collectors Club:

Ernest A. Kehr
F. Burton Sellers
Philip Silver

Ira S. Zweifach

The Committee has also nominated —

Joseph E. Foley
Abbot Lutz
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The Committe has nominated Robert Stuchell for one year to fill out the
unexpired term of the late Lawrence Shenfield.

Respectfully submitted,
Theo Van Dam
Chairman

NEW SOUVENIR MEDAL TO PROGRAM SPEAKERS

The problem of providing an ap-
propriate token of a philatelic insti-
tution’s appreciation to those who pre-
sent outstanding programs to the
membership always has bedeviled club
officers.

The Collectors Club, therefore,
feels it has found the perfect answer
to this perennial problem in the pre-
sentation of a truly attractive expres-
sion of gratitude to those who display
and discuss their treasures at club
meetings.

The souvenir is in the form of a
bronze medal, three inches in dia-
meter and weighing 6 ounces. Sculp-
tured by a distinguished Spanish artist,
its obverse features a seated female
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figure of “Philately,” holding, with
her left hand, a stamp album upon
her lap, and a magnifier in her right.
The reverse has a simple rectangle
against a background of two stamps
and flanked by a laurel spray. The
rectangle allows for the engraving of
the recipient’s name and the date of
his presentation.

The unusual medal was struck at
the Fabrica Nacional de Moneda y
Timbres, in Madrid, one of the five
top government Mints in the world
today.

Arrangements for the acquisition of
a supply of these exceptional medals
was made possible through the efforts
of a Collectors Club officer who had



chanced to see the original dies in
Spain about two decades ago. After
months of  correspondence, the
FNMT’s director authorized the strik-
ing of the medals for the club. The
dies will be retained for use when
additional supplies are needed.

To spare the club all of the expense
of striking the medals and transporta-
tion to New York, a member who
prefers to remain anonymous, volun-
teered to personally pay for a major
portion of the costs.

“Anyone who accepts an invitation
tc come to New York from distant
American or foreign cities to share
with our members, his specialized
knowledge by showing and explaining
his treasures, deserves more than a
verbal thank you or paper certificate,”
he said. “This medal, which is as
permanent and endurable as any man-
made piece of art, is a fitting souvenir
from the country’s most prestigious
philatelic institution.”

(E.A.K.)

SIR JOHN WILSON, BART. C.V.O.

A characture of Sir John, published in his
native Scotland, by the “Glasgow Bulletin”

in 1964.

The death of Sir John Wilson, Bart.,
early in February, leaves the realm of
serious philately with a void that will
be virtually impossible to fill. For more
than four decades he stood as a dedi-
cated and distinguished practitioner of
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our avocation.

A collector since childhood under
the tutelage of his father, he demon-
strated his love for and knowledge of
classic issues early in life. He soon
joined the Royal Philatelic Society of



London, later rising to the presidency
of that organization.

Shortly after Sir Edward Denny
Bacon died in 1938, Sir John replaced
him at Buckingham Palace as “Keeper
of the King’s Collection,” a post to
which he was reappointed by Queen
Elizabeth when she acceded to the
throne in 1951.

During his long tenure, until he was
compelled to retire because of failing
eyesight and other disabilities, Sir
John, each year, displayed and des-
cribed individual sections of the Royal
Collection at the Society’s opening
meeting. He also selected and took
pages from that collection to interna-
tional exhibitions all over the world
for showing in courts of honor.

A widely known judge, Sir John
served on more international juries
than any other individual. Even after
his retirement, although in failing

health, he was invited to be a con-
sultant at “Philympia.” He came to
America for the 1936, 1947 and 1956
Internationals in New York and on
numerous other occasions, usually as
the guest of Alfred Lichtenstein or
Alfred Caspary. He invariably ar-
ranged his schedule on these trips to
allow attendance at Collectors Club
meetings. He became, in 1956, the
fifth recipient of the “Alfred F. Lich-
tenstein Award” and was the first
foreign winner of that “Nobel Prize of
Philately.” That same year he was
made an honorary member of the club.
Though he wrote many articles for
philatelic journals, his outstanding
contribution to the literature was his
compilation of “The Royal Collec-
tion,” a huge tome cataloguing the
contents of the Buckingham Palace
holdings and the most lavish book ever
published in stampdom’s history.

(E.AK.)
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Book Reviews

Italian Air Mail Catalogue, Vol. 1: 1846-

1930, by C. Cherubini and S. Taragni,

300 pages, copiously illustrated. Pub-

lished by G. Orlandini, via Cavour 18,
50129 Florence.

With the intense interest in aero-
philately among today’s Europeans, it
is inevitable that our literature will
continue to be enriched by handbook-
catalogues covering various specialty
fields. The works of Field, Sieger,
Boesman and such societies as the
Aero-Philatelic Federation of Switzer-
land, already have established them-
selves. Now comes an entry that deals
with the TItalian flights which did so
much to advance aviation’s role in the
transportation of mail just before and
immediately after World War 1.

Long recognized as among the top
experts in their specialty, Cherubino
Cherubini and Sandro Taragni have
assembled just about everything that is
known and which they have researched
after decades of serious study.

The catalogue begins with flights of
lighter-than-air vehicles such as the
hot-air and manned balloons that
dropped news and propaganda leaflets
over Milan and Venice during the
Austrian siege of 1848-49; the Paris
balloons that landed in Italy, and even
pigeon messages from Rome during
the silver wedding celebrations of King
Humberto T and Queen Margaret, in
1893.

It continues with the experimental
flights since 1908, made in planes,
until the initial regular adhesive air-
mail stamp of the world, in 1917.

The body of the book is divided
into four major sections: air-mail
flights from Italy; those to Italy from
other countries; those carried entirely
within the country, and air-mail flights
made by Ttalian pilots from one
foreign city to another foreign desti-
nation. These include epochal flights
by such notable Italians as Calderara,
da Schio, Forlanini, dal Mistro, d’An-
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nunzio, de Pinedo, Balbo and de
Bernardi.

The value of this work to Ameri-
cans lies in the fact that the original
Italian text is on one page; the English
translation on the facing one, so there
is no language barrier to understand-
ing what the authors have assembled.
Indeed, prices for individual covers are
given in both lire and dollars.

Of inestimable worth, too, are the
illustrations whose clear reproduction
on coated paper give them the appear-
ance of actual photographs to make
visual understanding of stamps, postal
markings and cachets of joy.

Any one who is interested in this
popular branch of aerophilately must
have this first volume of what will be-
come a series; those with only a gen-
eral concern for air-mail covers should
own one, for it is unquestionably the
definitive work on this subject.

As our colleague, Dr. Enzo Diena
says in the preface he wrote for the
book:

“This catalogue speaks in many
instances the ‘final word” on most of
the controversial issues that pinpoint
the history of Italian air-mails. It has
been written on a scientific basis; it
therefore makes no concessions of any
kind and in some instances it reap-
praises the real status of a few items.
On the other hand, the light of truth
now shines brighter on the flown
covers, the cards and all the other
air-mail items cherished by collectors.”

American Air Mail Catalogue, Vol. I
fifth edition, by a 29-man editorial staff,
480 pages, illustrated. Published by the
American Air Mail Society, Box 499,
Conneaut, OH. 44030. Costs $12.50 (plus
31 if to a foreign address).

In 1947, the first edition of this
catalogue was published after more
than a decade of laborious research,
study and work by the largest number
of specialists and experts ever to
volunteer their expertise and time to
advance knowledge of and interest in



aero-philatelic souvenirs.

In the intervening decades as this
monumental labor of love became
more widely recognized and was used
as a definitive reference source, new,
enlarged editions were compiled to
keep the listings up to date and espe-
cially the pricing as demands continue
to increase market values.

The catalogue contains individual
sections for the following branches of
air-mail cover collecting: domestic
pioneer flights; our Governmental
flights, Army emergency flights, early
foreign flights, balloon posts of the
Paris siege, Zeppelin posts, inter-
rupted (crash) flights, aerial propa-
ganda leaflets and a specialized section
for Philippines flights.

Just for the fun of it, we compared
quotations of four arbitrarily selected
Italian items, and although the editors
of the two catalogues did not consult
with each other, both this one and the
Ttalian give exactly the same value for
all four!

Ernest A. Kehr

The Congress Book, 40th American Phil-
atelic Congress. 204 pages, illustrated.
Published by the American Philatelic
Congress at $10.00, available from R. B.
Brandeberry, 58 W. Salisbury Drive.
Wilmington, Del. 19809. Editor: James P.
Harris.

At the annual APC meeting, Oct-
ober 25-27, 1974, President David
Stump reiterated the purpose of the
Congress Book on its 40th anniver-
sary. He noted the key aims were
wide dissemination of new philatelic
knowledge and improvement of phila-
telic scholarship. This review will
focus on some of the articles that can
help improve philatelic scholarship.

Overall, editor Harris has selected
15 articles and attractively presented
them for easy reading. Copy was care-
fully proofed and the photographic
layout designed to enhance the arti-
cles. The conscious attempt to divide
the book into foreign and U. S. sec-
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tions works to give the book a sense
of theme.

The importance of the provenience
of a stamp or cover is an integral
part of Haiti 176: A Search for Iden-
tity by F. Burton Sellers. This is a
lucidly written article about a phila-
telic rarity and how it can be exper-
tized by knowing the history of each
piece. Mr. Sellers gives an inside view
of the problems facing any expertizing
body and one way they can be met.
He . shows effectively how auction
catalogs, album pages, knowledge of
printing, etc. can be combined in the
search. The result is a probable re-
evaluation of catalog listings and ex-
pert certificates. Even for those with
no interest in Haiti, the article makes
fascinating reading.

Charles L. Towle in his Manuscript
Route Agent Markings of the United
States gives us an example of inter-
pretive cataloging. In the past this re-
viewer has objected to catalogs in the
Congress Book as being inappropri-
ate. That objection does not apply to
the manner in which Mr. Towle has
handled this work. He carefully takes
us through the subject to show how
and why manuscript markings are ap-
plied and then given a catalog. Almost
every single item in the catalog has
received individual interpretive com-
ment rendering this a far more valu-
able work than it would be as a mere
listing. Mr. Towle’s techniques need
to be examined by all potential cata-
log writers to see if any of his tech-
niques can be incorporated. Certainly,
if the articles are to go into publica-
tion as other than just listings, Mr.
Towle’s approach is invaluable.

In the Ross Smith Air Stamp, Nel-
son Eustis demonstrates Stanley Ash-
brook’s axiom that it is the story be-
hind the stamp that makes the stamp.
Mr. Eustis has ransacked newspapers,
aviation publications, official govern-
ment files and man’s memory along
with philatelic records in order to flesh
out his story of this unusual air
stamp. After setting a minimal back-
ground he has tightly focused in on
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the interlay between the issuance of
the stamp and the events and person-
alities involved. The result is not only
good philately it is also a good human
interest story.

The human interest element is also
the key to Brian M. Green’s scholar-
ship in Prisoner of War Covers Cen-
sored by Henry Wirz. Green brings
out the background of Captain Wirz
and the prisons in which he operated,
to directly relate it to the covers and
documents of philatelic interest. As a
result his material is both scholarly
and lively. Mr. Green must have his
bad days, but this reviewer has yet to
see a bad article by him. For those
interested in philatelic writing, Brian
Green’s articles should always be
studied for the techniques he uses to
bring liveliness and human interest
into serious scholarship.

Dr. James J. Matejka’s Posta Ces-
koslovenska 1919 can serve as a final
example of how this 40th Congress
Book furthers philatelic scholarship.
In it he discusses the problems of in-
adequate governmental control over
what it has printed—favor cancels,
printer’s waste, unauthorized over-
prints, etc. As Dr. Matejka shows, the
inadequacy of the government’s re-
cords and controls is combined with
dangerous forgeries to make this issue
a difficult one to study. He demon-
strates how forgeries of overprints can
be made and suggests several tech-
niques for detecting them that can be
applied to other overprinted issues in
other countries. Among the points he
makes is that handset forgeries can
often be detected by paper shrinkage,
that the idiosyncracies of machine-
made overprints can’t be reproduced
on a hand press, and that the angle
of the overprint is often a good guide
as to genuineness. He discusses the
technique of cutting out the center of
a genuine cheap overprinted item and
using the cutout to check width,
height, and spacing of other over-
printed stamps.

In addition to the articles selected
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for review, this edition contains many
other valuable articles. They include:
Publibel Pharmaceuticals by G. B.
Griffenhagen, The Island of Lemnos.
Its History and Stamps by P. J. Dros-
sos, the St. Thomas Harbor Stamps of
the Danish West Indies by V. E. Eng-
strom, the “Rhein-Main Airflights” In
the Year 1912 by Albert Fischel, New
Orleans Maritime Mails of 1825-
1850: The “MAIL ROUTE” and
“SHIP 14Y,” Covers by A. H. Bond
and H. C. Skinner, the Isthmus of
Panama Mail Route by C. J. Turner,
the Model Used for the 3c U.S. of
1890 by G. and E. Karl, Fort Snelling
by G. J. Neufeld, Cover Highlights
from a Collection of the Stamps of the
U. S. Offset Printing Issue of 1918-20
by Dr. D. M. Bennett and Duke Cig-
arette Cards With Stamps by E. Deni-
son.
CMH

The Encyclopaedia of British Empire
Postage Stamps. Volume V: North
America. Published, 1974, by Robson
Lowe, Ld., 50 Pall Mall, London SW1I,
Englond. xvi -+ 760 pages, illustrated,
11 color plates, hardbound. (U.S. dis-
tributor: HIMR Co., P. O. Box 308, North
Miami, Fla., 33161. Price $40.00, deluxe
edition $50.00).

In a publishing effort unmatched in
philately, except perhaps by Dr. Munk
and Paul Kohl two generations ago,
Robson Lowe has brought out the
fifth volume of his monumental Ency-
clopaedia of British Empire Postage
Stamps, this volume treating the Em-
pire in North America. And, befitting
the richness of our continent, it is the
biggest of the lot. The major part of
the volume, of course, covers the
Dominion of Canada and the prede-
cessor colonies; but, in addition, there
are chapters on Colonial Posts in
America, Bermuda, British Honduras,
British Postal Agencies in Columbia/
Panama, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicara-
gua, and the United States.

Each of the sections includes in-
formation on postal history and rates,



postal markings with valuations, essays
and proofs, stationery, and counter-
feits, as well as a detailed listing of
the postage stamps and their varieties.
A well made index and a bibliography
have been appended.

Volume V of the Encyclopaedia has
been greeted everywhere with words of
high praise, all of which are certainly
well deserved by the publisher and
his editorial team. There also should
be a special word of praise for the
modest price of the volume consid-
ering its size and the wealth of illus-
tration it contains. Remembering the
maxim: to criticize is not to con-
demn, we would like to include the
review of one section, that of New-
foundland, from the viewpoint of one
specialist.

A detailed and accurate book on
Newfoundland has been much needed
for the last 25 years. This portion of
the Encyclopedia, which utilizes 122
pages of the text, relies basically upon
previously published and often assum-
ed information, thus the mistakes of
the past again are fortified and project-
ed into the future. The bibliography
unfortunately, does not refer to some
of the known modern articles such as
were prepared by the Reverend Kirby
of Newfoundland, Donald King of
Nova Scotia (one-time Postmaster
General) or Sir Edward Deny Bacon
of London. Even current releases ap-
pearing in The American Philatelist
of May, 1968, the Collectors Club
Philatelist of 1968, and various issues
of The London Philatelist seemingly
were not consulted. The compilation,
therefore, does not reflect some cur-
rent information which has been un-
covered within the last few years.

Much valuable knowledge has been
included, which was secured by a de-
tailed combing of many years of auc-
tion catalogues. Depending upon the
analysis given this data, the interpre-
tation can be of great interest. Unfor-
tunately, perplexing conflicts of state-
ment occur and one can be left be-
wildered as to the authenticity of an
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item. Actually, many more forgeries
are reported in this book than stu-
dents, such as E. A. Smythies, believe
exist. One very annoying and disturb-
ing facet of the report is the continual
reference to “Postmaster’s perquisites.”
This slighting statement is particularly
obnoxious when cited during the later
Perkins-Bacon years. The culpable one
(if there was one) was most certainly
closer to the editor’s desk than that
of the Postmaster General. Humor-
ously enough, the same type of mate-
rial, legitimately obtained from De
LaRue and sold for the benefit of the
Employees’ Retirement Fund, has ac-
quired a factual instead of question-
able status among the imperforates.

The proof listings are quite com-
plete and are the best that have been
seen with the exception of the superb
listing in the Essay Proof Book pub-
lished in 1970. Cancellations also are
included in the listings; however, lack
of knowledge of those in actual use
during the early period has resulted in
many proper ones being listed as false
while some that are portions of later,
legitimate devices are listed as for-
geries when applied to remainders of
Rose Pence stamps. Unremembered
is the fact that the 1857 cancelling de-
vices were in use in the outports until
at least 1900.

The book contains a proper listing
of known stamps and variants; it is as
complete as can be done at this time.
As a reference, it is excellent but dif-
ficult to use. Information on speci-
mens, proofs, forgeries, essays, stamps,
covers and variants for once are col-
lected together in a single place. If one
is in quest of information, it can be
found, but it must be searched for.
When this section is considered as a
“most complete listing,” and if the
deleterious comments are disregarded
or taken in stride, Section IV becomes
palatable. There is much here that has
merit and new things to be learned.

This volume was probably many
years in preparation and, undoubted-

(Continued on page 120)
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UNITED STATES

Early American Perforating Machines 1857-67, W. S. Boggs
1954, (ISBN 912574-04-6)  $ 2.00
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(ISBN 912574-23-2)  $10.00

Manchoukuo, H. K. Zirkle

1964, (ISBN 912574-16-X)  $10.00
The Postage Stamps of Nepal, H. D. S. Haverbeck

1962, (ISBN 912574-14-3)  $10.00
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PARCEL POST (Contd.)

possibility is considered somewhat
remote, however, because it is unlikely
that parcel post stamps would be used
on and after that date.

By referring to Post Office Depart-
ment Order No. 9010 of July 13, 1915,
effective September 1, 1915, we may
even determine that weight of the par-
cel to which the tag envelope was
attached.® It will be recalled that there
was a one-zone difference between the
office of origin and the office of de-
livery. Order No. 9010 established
rates of six cents for the first pound
and two cents for each additional
pound for parcels mailed in the first
and second zones. Thus, we may cal-
culate the parcel’s weight at eighteen

pounds as follows:

1 pound = 6 cents
17 pounds at 2 cents = 34 cents
18 pounds 40 cents

The reader will remember the title
of this article included the word—
“UNUSUAL.” Since parcel post
stamps are not commonly found on
wrappings, the affixing of the two 20-
cent parcel post stamps to the tag
envelope in lieu of a wrapping — but
serving the same purpose — provides
us with not only an uncommon item,
but an unusual one as well. Hopefully,
the parcel was mailed in 1918 and not
in 1919.

REFERENCES

1. Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps, Fifty—Third Edition, 1975, (Scott

Publishing Company, New York, N.Y.)

2. United States Domestic Postage Rates 1789-1956, Publication 15, (Post Office De-—

partment, Washington, D. C.), pp. 68, 69.

3. Ibid, p. 70.
4. Ibid, p. 71.
5. Ibid, p. 71.
6. TIbid, p. 71.

LICHTENSTEIN AWARD (Contd.)

Distinguished Philatelists, the highest
award conferred by the Philatelic Con-
gress of Great Britain. He is Vice-
President of the Académie de Phila-
télie of Paris. He is President of the
Board of the Musée Postal Francais
also in Paris, and a Corresponding
Member of the Académie de Belgique.
He is a former President of the Club
Philatélique Francais.

A man for all seasons, Dr. Schatz-
kes also has achieved honors outside
of philately. A Doctor of Chemistry
and a Doctor of National Economy,
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he has been made an Officer of the
Ordre National de Merité by the
French Government.

It is indeed fitting then, that the
Alfred F. Lichtenstein Memorial
Award for Distinguished Service to
Philately should be awarded to this
man who has enlightened the dark
corners of philatelic research with the
light of his discoveries and the depth
of his learning, bringing knowledge
and pleasure to those who have made
use of them.

(I1.S.Z.)
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DUTTIA STATE (Contd.)

used for validating all the stamps up
to the time the State Post ceased. With
the use of a comparison microscope it
has been determined that the seal ap-
pearing upon these crude stamps is
identical to that appearing on the other
issues. This would, in my opinion,
establish the official nature of these
stamps. They have not as yet been
reported on cover. For that matter,
neither has the 1893 issue (Scott 1
thru 5).

The 14 anna and the 1 anna denom-
inations are illustrated with this arti-
cle. The stamps are prepared by rul-
ing double pen lines, inscribing the
denomination at the bottom and im-
pressing the control seal in the rec-
tangle formed by the ruled lines. These
lines seem to be drawn without the
benefit of a straightedge. The seal is
rather clearly impressed compared to
the impressions on the later stamps.
Either more care was taken for this
first attempt at manufacturing post-
age stamps or the seal itelf became
worn through use. The paper used is
rather thin and of the quality usu-
ally found in the paper sellers’ booth
in the bazaars. This quality is some-
times referred to as ‘“sugar paper”
since it was used for wrapping sugar.

A description of these stamps fol-

lows:

1890-93 (?) Hand drawn and in-
scribed on this colored paper.
Inscription and control seal in
black. Imperforate.

14 anna, orange paper, Red ruled
lines

1 anna, toned white paper, Red
ruled lines

2 annas, yellow paper, Red ruled
lines

4 annas, rose paper, Black ruled
lines

The dating of these stamps still is
open to question. The only thing that
we can be sure of is that they predate
the issue which is catalogued for the
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year 1893. Research into the litera-
ture of Duttia State shows that this
date is not sure. The earliest reference
that we can find is in The Philatelic
Journal of India for February, 1897.
Mr. C. L. Pigott writes: “It appears
that this State has had a post and
postage stamps of its own since 1893.”
(Italics ours) Even such a meticu-
lous student as Maj. E. B. Evans
writes in Stanley Gibbons Monthly
Journal, Vol. X, 1900, pp 232: “It
seems to have been taken for granted
that the stamps which were found in
use in 1897 were the same as those
that were first issued four years pre-
viously, and I have no evidence to
produce against this theory.” If we
accept the 1893 date as correct then
these new discoveries must have been
made before that time. If we accept
the stamps which were in use 1897 as
having been in use since 1893, we
come to the same conclusion. How-
ever, it is quite possible that the first
press-printed stamps (Scott 1 thru 5)
were issued later than 1893, which
then might give these new discoveries
the position of being the earliest issue
referred to by both Pigott and Evans.
This still remains to be resolved. It
would appear that the further research
on this problem must be done on the
ground in India.

BOOK REVIEWS (Contd.)

ly, some of it was typeset while mod-
ern researchers were rapidly uncover-
ing much more factual and reliable
information. No other major stamp
country has had so much new infor-
mation discovered during the last five
years. The volume is long overdue
and will be long remembered—but
this section is possibly several years
ahead of full disclosure and publica-
tion of all that is known now. Unluck-
ily, it falls to my lot to oppugn por-
tions of this valuable compendium.

(Robert H. Pratt)



PROVISIONAL POST (Contd.)

did not return.
The philatelie tie-in of the Committee has been on the record for many years.
The Magazine of American History, 13, pg. 122 notes,
““August 30, 1776 Hazzard was ordered by the Committee of Safety to
Dobbs Ferry.”’
Thus, the official abandonment of the New York city postoffice was not ordered by
the Postmaster General but rather by the New York Committee of Safety acting
as the government.
In the American Archives V, 2, pg. 694 a note of slightly later date also
illustrates the close tiein between the Committees and the postal system. Tt reads,
““September 17, 1776 New York Convention. RESOLVED that Col. Alli-
son, Mr. R. R. Livingston and Mr. Wisner Sen. be and hereby are appointed
a Committee of Correspondence. That they be and hereby are authorized
to establish Post Riders . . .”’
The President of the Albany Committee was Abraham Yates, Jr. Thus we find
the record of the Albany post office in the American Archives IV, 3, pg. 1413
reading:

““Mattias Vissher to Abraham Yates, Jr. dated Albany Nov. 9, 1775.

Dear Sir: yours of the 1st Instant T have received together with the instrue-

tions for the Post Office; which were very agreeable as I very often was at a

loss how to regulate the charges. As to the secrecy of the matter, your

commands shall be readily obeyed . . .”’
The Parliamentary postmaster, John Monier, had apparently left about the time
Finlay passed through Albany in early May 1775. This letter seems to suggest
that Mr. Vissher had been seceretly named the new Albany postmaster and was
directly responsible to the Committee of Correspondence.

We do know that Albany had long been under control of the military in
postal matters so a subsequent letter from General Schuyler dated Ticonderoga
November 27, 1775 to John Hancock, President of Congress was not unexpected.

(To Be Cortinued)

EDITORIAL (Contd.)

campaign to get the Federal Trade Commission, the U.S. Postal Service and
other government agencies to issue cease and desist orders against these mer-
chandisers.

We laud their initiative and hope that ALL concerned collectors will do
their part in helping to eradicate this misleading emphasis on the investment
aspect of philately. While millions may be introduced to our wonderful avoca-
tion by such deceptive methods, they will do little to promote its growth, pleasure,
enjoyment and relaxation. It will take relatively little time for the neophite
to realize he has been victimized. He will then not only leave philatelic pur-
suits himself, but warn friends that stamp collecting is a racket.

Philately needs boosters, not detractors, so it behooves all of us to do what
we can to write corrective letters whenever we see or hear reports and com-
mercials whose wordage is wrong or fraudulent. Each of us with the knowl-
edge of what our avoeation is all about must become a Ralph Nader of stamp
collecting! (EAK)
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~ SWEDEN, NORWAY, DENMARK. i
FINLAND, FRANCE, SWITZERLAND, i
CANADA &

CLASSIC SOUTH AMERICA I

At the moment we hold extensive stocks of these countries — mostly II"
early issues, except Switzerland where we deal in all periods, and we -
would welcome your enquiries. ""

For the convenience of our numerous customers in the U.S. A. these
can be addressed to our representative in your country:— Im

Mr. John F. D. Baresh, "
P.O. Box 383 Il
Burlington, Mass. 01803,

U.S.A. -
. i

who would also be pleased to send you our latest price list of Switzerland.

LEO BARESCH ||||

Mansfield House, 376-9 Strand, London WC2R OLA, England
(All invoiced in Dollars, payable to our account in New York.) “"

I
I
|
I
|

FOR THE SPECIALIST

Covers, stationery, rare cancellations, proofs, specimens, varieties, etc. — our
stock covers the world and selections will gladly be sent on approval. References,
please, from clients unknown to us.

When in London, you are invited to visit our showroom and offices, and clients
are asked to make themselves known to our representatives who regularly attend
the A.S.D.A. and Interpex exhibitions in New York.

For the convenience of United States collectors we have accounts in their
country and payments may, therefore, be made by personal cheque in dollars.

ERIC ETKIN LIMITED
International Philatelic Dealers
45 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON WI1Y 9HB, ENGLAND
Telephone: 01-499 1781/2
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THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA

PUBLICATIONS

By J. R. Purves, R.D.P., F.R.P.S.L.
Postal History of Port Phillip District
The ‘‘Emblems’’ of Victoria .
Victoria: The Postage Dues
Victoria: ‘‘Butterfly’’ and ‘‘Barred Oval’’ Cancellations 1850-55
Victoria: The ‘‘Barred Numeral’’ Cancellations 1856-1912 . .
Victoria: The ‘‘Registered’’ and ‘‘Too Late’’ Stamps 1854-58 . .. . . . .
Victoria: 1901-12 Issue (The 3d., 4d., and 5d. Values) ... ...
Victoria: The V Over Crown Watermarks ...
Philately from Australia: Cumulative Index to Vols I-X, 1949-58
Philately from Australia: Cumulative Index to Vols XTI- XX 1959-68
The Postal History of Barakoma Airfield, Rev A. H. Voyce .
Tasmania: The Postal History and Postal Markings, H. M. Campbell "F.R.P. S.L.,

J. R. W. Purves, F.R.P.S.L., L. C. Viney, F.RP.S.Li. .......ooooommmimeceisenir. $10.50
New South Wales Numeral Cancellanons Alan G. Brown and H. M. Campbell,

F.R.P.S.L. $5.00. First Supplement ... o
Cumulative Index: Commonwealth of Australia, W. M. Holbeach, F.R.P.S.L. ... ... $3.50

Postage Extra in all Cases

JOHN GARTNER at THE HAWTHORN PRESS

601 LITTLE BOURKE STREET, MELBOURNE, AUSTRALTA 3000

1975 — Owur 57th Year

STAMPS WANTED

Each Year Our Public Auctions
and Gold Medal Mail Sales
Sell Over 75,000 Lots !

We Urgently Need Additional Material !

You want the most for your stamps. We gladly pay it without delays or
bargaining. Bring in personally, or send in by insured mail or express, attention:
Appraisal Dept. All shipments are held aside intact awaiting your instructions
after we send our offer or advice. Informal appraisals are free, and our buyer
can visit you to inspect larger properties.

J. & H. STOLOVW, INC.

915 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10010 Tel.: (212) 533 - 0790

“Rated first in stamps by all standard authorities”

Stolow’s has purchased outright, at the top market price, with immediate
cash payment, more than $50,000,000 worth of fine stamps. Our needs are
unlimited.

Fair treatment is always assured
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COVERS

POSTAL STATIONERY

Specialist Material
[ J
WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS?

7/2“/ (:)ng/alul ~S)tal"IJ C)O.
45-X Bromfield Street

Boston 8, Massachusetis

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE
HANDSTRUCK COVERS

Many scarce items, such as
V.0.C, first type Post Offices
and G.P.O. Free marks are in-

cluded in a recent extensive pur-
chase. A priced list will b sent

on request or your own list of
wants will receive prompt atten-
tion.

F. W. COLLINS

Stoborough Croft, St. Cross,
Winchester, SO023 9RX, England.
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“SELLING YOUR STAMPS
WHERE THEY SELL BEST”

With regular auctions held in London, Basle
and Bournemouth, we offer your stamps
where they sell best.

Our Sales in April 1975 include:

April 3 Revenue Stamps of the World
4 General collections and single
stamps
15 Great Britain
16 Scandinavia
29 Rarities  (including  collections)
with no lot valued under £1000.

Subscription Rate Card for all our Cata-
logues and a list of Literature stocked, will
be sent free of chorge, on request.

Suitable material (Classics, Moderns, Postal
History, single Rarities and Stocks) can al-
ways be accepted for inclusion in one of
our International Auctions.

Directors and Senior Executive members of
the R.L. Organisation visit the U.S. sev-
eral times a year and will be pleased to
meet collectors requiring advice regarding
the dispesal of important properties or addi-
tions to their collections.

Collectors sending property for sale can
avcid British Value Added Tax complica-
tions by including our V.A.T. number after
our name on the outside of the package. If
sending by foreign (air or surface) please
secure the appropriate labels from us before
sending.

ROBSON LOWE LTD.
50 PaLr. MALL
LoNnpoN SW1 Y 5JZ

ENGLAND

Cables: “Stamps London SW1”
Telex: 915 410
V.A.T. Regd. No. 239/4486/31



THE POSTAL HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES

1. 1760 (23rd July) outer letter sheet to London bearing a strike of the SL
‘New York’ in brownish red. Scarce British Colonial Postmark. $228.00

2. 1790 entire letter from Bordeaux, France to Philadelphia rated ‘2/6’ and
bearing a fine strike of the straight line ‘Baltimore Jan 24’ in black. At-
tractive item ____.. . $84.00

3. 1847. 5c. red brown. Very fme smgle cancelled by orange red grid on 1848
folded letter to Athens, Maine. ‘Boston 5 cts’ datestamp of the 1st Nov-
ember alongside, also in orange red. Scott 1 $288.00

4. 1847 10c. black. Fine single cancelled with the blue grld of Louisville in
Kentucky on letter sheet to Philadelphia dated 8th June 1849. Scott 2.
R.P.S. Certificate ... $780.00

5. 1845. 5c. black. Postmasters Pr0v1swnal F'me smgle with marked re-entry
used on entire letter to London, England per ‘Boston Steamer’ in August
1845, Rare musage; Scott 9X1 ... .. ... S ... $1080.00

6. 1851 3c. orange brown. Fine single cancelled by the small ‘Paid’ grid of
Boston in a shade approaching magenta on cover to Washington. Scott 10.
$132.00

7. 1855 10c. green. Type II. Superb used, large margined single cancelled
with the black ‘Boston Paid’ on attractive 1857 envelope add. to Corn-
wall, Canada West. Backstamped Montreal, Scott 14 _____ . $204.00

8. 1861. 5c. buff and 10c. yellow green cancelled with red grids on cover
‘pr Cuba’ to Avignon, France from New York in 1866. Very scarce and
attractive combination. Scott 67, 68 e s (9300000

W. E. LEA (Philatelists) Ltd.
I Adelphi, John Adam Street,
Strand, London, W.C. 2

Cables:- Leastamps
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Do you love U.S. Classics? 522nd AUCTION SALE
So do I. In fact I hate
to part with the best

of them.

$x3
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Wonderful early U.S. singles and
blocks -+ plates, including many rari-
ties. A wonderful sale.
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Suitable material solicited for future
sales for outright purchase or auc .
tion.
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Interest—free advances arranged.
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EZRA D. COLE
NYACK, N.Y. 10960
Telephone 914 — 358-0964
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Daniel F. Kelleher Co., Inc.
Est. 1885
40 Court Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
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U.S. CLASSIC
COVERS

Covers, Cancels & Postal History,
are sold 3 times per year at Pub-
lic Auction. lllustrated Catalogs,
sent for $1.00 in Stamps, incl.
Legal Size #10, S.A.S.E. for Prices
Realized.

Above, sent on approval, against
Want Lists, U.S. Classic 19th &
20th Century Cover Collections
Wanted, for either outright Pur-
chase, or Consignment for Future
Auctions. Correspondence Invited.

AL ZIMMERMAN
843 Van Nest Ave.
Bronx, N.Y. 10462
Tel. 212-822-7333

g 3003308303 30 83§ 203 305 3§30 53¢ 303 3¢ $ 3¢ 203 3¢ $ 3¢ $ 3¢ $ 3¢ 3¢ $ 3¢ § 3§ 2§ 3¢ S ¢ $ 3¢ §

APRIL 23-24 AUCTION

FINE CANADA
and GENERAL PROPERTIES

lllustrated Catalogue $2
(Ontario residents add
14¢c Sales Tax)

SUBSCRIPTION TO
CATALOGUES AND PRICES
REALIZED FOR ALL 1975 SALES

$5

(Ontario residents add
35¢ Sales Tax)

J. N. SISSONS LIMITED

37 KING STREET EAST
TORONTO, CANADA M5C IE9
Cables: Sistamp, Toronto
Phone 416 -364-6003

$308008 008 208008308 303 3§ 308 $ e $ 3 3 2 d e d e $ 2 d 3 20 d e d 3 d 2 2}

R S g s T s s T s s s s s s s aannsy
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BOER WAR

We have just purchased the fine
collection of Boer War that was
formed by the late Donald F.
Smythe of San Francisco, who was
President of the Anglo-Boer War
Society until his death in 1973.

This collection was housed in five
large volumes, plus loose material,
and is now being priced individu-
ally.

Enquiries, indicating any special
interests, will be welcome and ref-
erences would be appreciated from
clients not known to us.

Argyll Stamp Co. Ltd.
265 Strand, London, WC2R 1AJ
England

SPECIALIZING IN

CHOICE

UNITED STATES
Stamps and Covers
CANADA
PENCE ISSUES

Bruce G. Daniels

ONE BOSTON PLACE — Room 1220
BOSTON, MASS. 02108




ADVANCED
COLLECTOR ? ?

We can assist you, if you are in-
terested in material for a 'Special-
istl"

We have one of the finest selec-
tions of Errors, Proofs, etc. of
almost all Topicals — from many
countries also — like RUSSIA,
SPAIN, FRANCE — AIRMAILS,

etc., etc.

Please ask for special offers. Ap-
provals gladly made for serious
collectors.

Do Not Sell Your Collection

as long as you enjoy collecting and
as long as you have fun with your
stamps. But when you get tired of a
collection because it has reached its
goal, when you want to start in another
philatelic field, do not hesitate to dis-
pose of the “finished” collection. In
this way you will obtain additional
funds for purchases in your new field.
When you decide to sell, talk with a
dealer whom you have trusted with
your purchases. He is the right man to
sell for you the items he has once sold
to you. We are always happy when we
can give advice and help of this kind.
Contact us when the time is ripe and
we will do our best to arrange a satis-
factory sale of your material, either

by private sale or by auction.

MERCURY STAMP CO., INC.

10 East 40th Street
New York, N.Y. 10016
Tel.: MUrray Hill 3-6745
Cable Address: Mercstamp Newyork

BUY with confidence from a
Specialist! We have been serving
Philately for over 45 years!

S. SEREBRAKIAN
P.O. BOX 448,
MONROE, N.Y. 10950

Complete reprint of the years 1860-1872 in
2 volumes, page size 12x18"—all deluxe, all
numbered, postpaid in the U.S. in slip-
case $125.00

300 copies are now being printed, of which
over 225 were spoken (and paid) for be-
fore printing. Better order your "treasury
of U.S. rate, and postal information" truly
unknown heretofore while it is still avail-
able at publishers price.

Other Collector's Club of Chicago books

MIDWAY
STAMPS still available: Baquder Dlia

"New York Foreign Mails" by
Morrison Waud & Arthur Sold
LTD Van Vlisingen oo 1750  out
L "Chicago Postal History" ed-
ited by Dr. Harvey Karlen 17.50 22.50
"Franks of the Western Ex-

If you are searching for a truly choice
classic cover, your prime source is:

presses’’ by Mel Nathan . 17.50 22.50

2077 CENTER AVE "The United States 1869 Issue
‘ —an Essay-Proof History" Sold
by Fred P. Schueren ... 17.50 out

FORT LEE e
All postpaid in the U.S.A.

N. J. 07024
The Collectors Club of Chicago
y.. 1029 North Dearborn St.
Chicago, lllinois 60610
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Classics since 1843

i toeal Taxelf

i

Switzerland's stamps have been among the most attractive and popular to

make them oustanding classic treasures of philately.

This is true today just as it has been for more than a century ago.

Perhaps you can't afford the Zurich, Geneva or Basel cantonals.

But you can enjoy today's masterpieces with complete confidence that
their value will continue to rise because worldwide demands are so great.
It's simple. Just open a subscription account by sending a remittance
($10 will amply take care of a full year's new stamps in mint singles or
first-day covers) and we'll do the rest. Each time new stamps are released
yours will be mailed automatically, eliminating bothersome individual

ordering.

It's that easy.

Philatelic Service Office, PTT
3000 BERN, SWITZERLAND.
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Great Britain
6~/ March 1975

Exceptional sale with good postal history section including
‘Dockwra’ notice, various Government acts relating to posts.
Stamped period includes ‘Penny Black’ ranges with all plates,
V.R. 1d block of 4, 1841 2d mint block from plate 3,
Surface Printed with mint £5 on blued paper, Edwardian
and Georgian ranges strong in “Seahorses”, 1924 Wembley
die proofs, modern varieties, etc. Catalog $1.00.

Foreign & General
20~21 March 1975

Over 900 lots with a magnificent section of Egypt including

proofs, essays, wonderful selection of “Royal Imperforates”,

issued stamps with Part Fuad, Airmails etc. Supporting ranges of
other Colonial and Foreign with a newly discovered Brunswick cover
also miscellaneous collections prices from £850

to £10.

Catalog with Brunswick cover in color $1.00 post free.

STANLEY GIBBONS AUCTIONS LIMITED
DRURY HOUSE, RUSSELL STREET,LONDON WC2B 5HD
ENGLAND TELEX: LONDON 28883
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“My wife knows nothing about stamps!”’

Is that any reason why, at the very time when retirement
permits you to enjoy your stamps, you should sell just be-
cause your wife, who is probably your executrix or co-execu-
tor, doesn't know the value—and, even more important, the

potential value—of your stamps? It certainly is not.

We're not greedy. If you have decided to sell, we would
like to alction your stamps, and we know how to, on a truly
international market. On the other hand, if you want to con-
tinue to enjoy your stamps until . . . . ; we have the patience
of a three-generation family organization that's looking

towards a fourth !

We would suggest one thing that you do right away! Write
us for a few words of wisdom entitled "Estate Planning'.
It may clear up some questions and help you to decide not

to sell.

H. R. HARMER, INC.

The International Stamp Auctioneers

6 WEST 48th STREET NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036
(212) 757-4460




