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UNITED ST ATES 
The Third Air Mail Stamp. 6c Orange of 1918 

(San. No. 3, Scott Cl ) 

By HENRY M. GOO DKIND 

Introduction 

In December 1918, the United States Post O ffice Department could have conducted a 
national advertising campjaign with the slogan-" Big Slash in the Price of Air Mail Letters 
for the Holiday Season" . The rate for transporc:ing mail by air had started on May 15, 
1918 at 24 cents, had been cut to 16 cents starting July l'th and by December again had 
been reduced to 6 cents, just 25% of its original price. 

The "bargain" rate for air mail can be attributed to the unexpected success of this 
brand new means of carrying mail. For substanc:iac:ion of this, one has only to read the 
"Posanaster General' s Annual Reports ( 1918 and 1919) ". In the latter report, which covered 
the period from July 1, 1918 through June 30, 1919, Postmaster General Albert Burleson 
wrote 1: 

" THE WORLD' S ONLY SUCCESSFUL AERIAL SERVICE 

"The Air Mail Service of the U nited States is the only pracc:ical commercial aeroplane 
service in the world. No service in foreign countries compares with it in magnitude, in 
continuous dependability and its benefits to commerce. Its record of performance during 
the fiscal year 1919* was 96.54 per cent, and this record was obtained with more than 
30% of the trips made in rain, fog, mist or other condic:ions of poor visibility." 

What actually happened with the air mail rates in 1918 is explained as follows. The 
original 24c rate and then the 16c rate were a combinac:ion of the new rate for air post 
plus a 10 cents special delivery fee. After operac:ing air mail for a few months, it was 
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found that little time was being saved with the added special delivery fee. So by the be­
ginning of December 19I8, it was decided to eliminate this special delivery service, thus 
making the air mail rate a straight 6 cents. 

Fig. I. Layout of the complete sheet of I 00 of the 6c orange air mail damp of 1918. 

The Stamp 

This writer has made a practice, before proceeding to write an article, to visit the great 
philatelic library of the Collectors Club, 22 East 35th Street, New York, N . Y. to seek out 
what may have been recorded in the past. Since the third air mail stamp of the United 
States had been issued on December IO, 19I8, periodicals that reported New Issues at that 
cime were first consulted. Then other periodicals chat are devoted to U . S. stamps were 
read to see if anything had been written about this 6c orange air mail stamp. Next books 
like Johl~ were srudied. Finally, specialized air mail catalogs, that might have helpful 
information in their notes, were consulced.h·11•10 

After completing chis library work, it was obvious that compared to the first air mail 
stamp of I9 18, the 24c red and blue, thac preceded the 6c by only seven months, one finds 
very little written about U.S. Scott CI (Sanabria No. 3). This, however, is not too sur­
prising, because there was little about the production and printing of the 6c cent air mail 
chat attracted philatelic srudy. For instance, in a lengthy book like Johl less chan cwo pages 
are devoted to Scott CI. This is below average, and only a small percentage of the space 
given to the 24c of 1918 or even the 1923 series chat followed. 

One finds chat the 6c orange air mail of 1918 was printed from only one plate (No. 
9I55) in sheets of IOO(lOxlO) with the right and bottom sheet margins cut off to allow 
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Fig. 2. A first day cover cancele d December 10, 1918, New York, N. Y. It was not flown, having 
only 7c postage while the air mail rate on this date was still 16 ce nts. (Collection of Edward Bender) . 

Stamps io1e Sale ~ ~ 
WE CAN BE OF SERVICE TO YOU ! ! 

For more tha n a quarter of a Centur> . COLLECTORS. DEALERS. T RUST COM­
PANIES and EXEC TORS OF ESTATES han coMlllted u• rttrardlnr the conversion of 
Ph llatellc Proportl .. into CASH. 

IF YOU WANT TO SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION ••. 
we can offer urly datu and attractive terma. Ex pert auptrvl1lon of all material by an 
uptrltnced Phllalellc Auctlonur. Liberal adnncu ptndlntr u lt. Comprehtnalve lnaur­
a nce and Uolmu Electric Protect ion aaferuards )'our property while in our poJIJICJIJllon. 
Our Catalor diatrlbutlon u world-wide. 

OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE ... 
1ucctu fully places Collectlona. Stocks and Rarltlea where thll method la prdtrred. 

IMMEDIATE CASH IS WAITING ••. 
for the outriirht purchue of au ltable material reirardleu of amoun t . 

Our Advice. B acked by 33 y ears E xptrlence In the St amp Trade, Is at Y our Disposal 

Information Cheerfully trinn 

m\\'IN UEl~IAN!! ll~C. 
Serving American Philately Since 1926 

2 WIST 46th STREET NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

ROO&I 708 Tel.: J U Z-2393 
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the sheers co fir the post office folders for convenient handling in selling the scamps co che 
public. (See Fig. 1). This same cutting of these rwo sheet margins had been done pre­
viously with the 16c green air mail of 1918. The cunings of che margins on che first air 
mail stamp was done differently three rimes, as previously explained.:1.4 

This 6c scamp offers praccically no shade variations, except a brown color on many 
copies due ro oxidiarion. These brown (oxidized) copies are a narural phenomenon and 
were nor caused by any chemical treatment to create some philatelic variety. This color 
change probably can be attributed to a poorer grade of ink being used in warcime, although 
ocher 20th cenrury orange stamps also have oxidized. The writer has never seen a browned 
copy of the 6c orange air mail of 1918 restored co its original orange color by treatment. 

Those concentrating upon collecting the scamp rather chan covers and cancellations tend 
to overlook an interesting variety. Because the printing plates back in 1918 were not 
hardened as efficiently as lacer ones, a double transfer can be found on copies of chis 6c 
orange air mail scamp. According co the "Scott U.S. Scamp Cacalogue Specialized";, in 
its introduction, a double tranrfer is " A term used to describe the condicion of a 'transfer' 
on a place chat shows evidences of a duplication of all, or a portion of the design. Ir is 
usually the result of the changing of the registracion between the 'relief' and the 'place', 
during the rolling in of the original entry. It is sometimes necessary co remove the 
original 'transfer' from a place and enter the 'relief' a second time. When the finished re­
cransfer shows indicarions of the original 'transfer', due co incomplete erasure, the result is 
also a 'double transfer.' This double transfer is listed and priced in both the "Sanabria 
Air Post Catalogue" and the "Scott U.S. Scamp Catalogue Specialized". 

The posirion of the double transfer is designated in Johl's book:! as Position #14. 
Johl calls Position # 15 a "place scratch". The writer, along with other U . S. stamp 
srudents disagrees, believing chat Position :j± 15 also shows a "double transfer", not a plate 
scratch. 

The 6c orange air mail was placed on sale December 10, 1918 to be ready for the fim 
regular scheduled flights between New York and Chicago at the new reduced air mail race 
co go into effect on December 15, 1918. This scamp remained on sale until 1927. Although 
there was no acrual postal need for a 6c air mail scamp after 1923, it remained valid for all 
postal uses except Postage Due. 

A total of 3,395,854 copies were sold according to official records. Compared co more 
recent prinrings of U.S. scamps in quancities of one hundred million or more, the number 
of 6c orange air mail stamps is relatively small. 

Catalog Listing 
The Scott Catalogue remains traditional in many respects. One of these tradirions is 

the listing of secs by having the lowest denominat.ion come first and the balance of a set 
following in order of denomination. Thus Score designates its number Cl co the third 
scamp of che 1918 air mail set because 6c is the lowest denomination. C2 is assigned co the 
16c and C3 co the first air mail scamp, the 24c. As an advisor to the "Sanabria Air Post 
Catalogue", the writer a few years ago suggested co the editor of chis specialized air mail 
catalog chat the sec be numbered in chronological order as the three scamps were issued. 
This suggestion was adopted, because there is a sound reason for chis. Many like co 
collect "Number One" scamps, using a catalog for guidance. Consequently, with Scort 
having the 6c orange as Cl, chose not familiar with che issuance of the 1918 air mails, in­
correctly may assume chat the 6c orange, not the 24c red and blue, is the first air mail 
scamp of the United States. 

1)2 

The New Reduced Air Mail Rate 
The first mention of chis new 6c air mail scamp was made by che following order: 

' 'POSTMASTER GENERAL ORDER = 2415 
Washington, November 30th, 1918. 

"Effective December 15th, 1918, che Postal Laws and Regulations are so amended 
chat paragraph 2 of seccion 399 Yz shall read as follows: 

"Mail carried by aeroplane shall be charged with postage at the rare of 6c per 
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Fig. 3. A flown First Doy, De cembe r I 0, 1918, cover from Philadelphia , Pa. to Chicago, Ill. (Philip 
Silver collection) . 

Vatican City Air Mail FDC 
SPECIAL OFFER 

#Cl-8 Flown to France regist. RR ·············-············ 
C9-l 5 2nd air mai l set ............ . .... ·····-····· ····-·· ........... . 

C 16- 1 7 Tobias (30.000 sets issued) ...... ·····- ········· ···-············ 
CIS-19 U. P. U. (40,000 sets issued) ············-··············-········ 
C20-2 J Gratianus on cacheted FDC ···························-··· .. ········ 
C22-23 Dome I st issue, regist. . ············- ................ . 

C24-32 Now Obsolete on 3 each FDC ·····························---
C33-34 Dome llnd issue on each. FDC ...... ...... . ........ . 

$22.00 
5.75 

65.00 
32.00 
40.00 
18.50 
7.00 
5.25 

We have the finest assortment of First and Special Flights, Zeppelin, 
JET, VATICAN CITY, Approva ls. References please if unknown to us. 

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO. 
Est. 1912 

S. l . Bayer, Pro p. 

I 16 Nassau Street, New York 38, N. Y. 
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ounce or fraction thereof. Such mail shall consist of matter of the first class, including 
sealed parcels not exceeding 30 inches in length and girth combined. 
"The postage on aeroplane mail shall be fully prepaid with special aeroplane stamps or 
with ordinary postage stamps. When the larter are used, the mail should be endorsed 
'By Aeroplane.' " 

"Aeroplane mail bearing, in addition to the regular postage, a special delivery 
stamps or its equivalent in ordinary postage stamps, shall be given special delivery 
service. When the larter are used mail should be endorsed 'Special Delivery.'" 

A. S. BURLESON, 
Posonaster General. 

The stamp was placed on sale December 10th and the following day this was sent out: 
SPECIAL 6-CENT STAMP FOR AEROPLANE SERVICE: CONTINUED USE OF 16-CENT 

AND 24-CENT AEROPLANE STAMPS. 

Washington Dec. 11, 1918. 
"l. Posonasters and other officers and employees of the Postal Service are noti­

fied that the Department is issuing a new postage scamp of 6-cents denomination. It is 
intended primarily for the aeroplane mail service, under the new rate effective Decem­
ber 15, 1918. (Posonaster General's O rder No. 2415, of November 30, 1918), but will be 
valid for all purposes for which postage stamps of the regular issue are used. 

"2. A description follows: 
"The stamp is rectangular in shape, about 7 / 8 inch long and 3/ 4 inch high; color 

orange. The central design is a mail aeroplane in flight. Above, in a curved line 
of Roman capital letters, are the words "U.S. Postage.'' Triangular ornaments appear 
in the two upper corners. Below the aeroplane, in a straight line of Roman capital 
letters, is the word "Cents," with the numeral "6" within circles in the two lower 
corners. 

"3. To obtain the new stamps, central-accounting and direct-accounting post­
masters will draw requisition upon the Deparcment on Form 3201, writing the word 
'Aeroplane', on the line opposite the 6-cent denomination and complying carefully 
with sections 50 to 52, and 60, pages 37 and 38, 1918 Postal Guide. Requisitions which 
disregard these instructions will be returned to postmasters for completion. Requisitions 
will not be made special, but will be filled in the order of receipt at the Department. 

"4. The 16-cent aeroplane stamp will be available for special delivery fee, and 
a single rate of letter postage (6c) on aeroplane mail. The 24-cent stamp will be avail­
able for aeroplane letters weighing in excess of three and not more than four ounces. 

A. M. DOCKERY, 
Third Ass't P. M. Gen. 

Issuing New Sta mps in 19 18 

Many contemporary collectors, now so accustomed to wide advance publicity for all new 
United States stamps, have a vague conception of how new issues were handled before our 
country established a Philatelic Agency in Washington, D . C. Before 1928, there was no 
Philatelic Agency nor a public information service such as the U . S. Pose Office Department 
now has. Let's see how conditions were back in 1918. 

All that was made known are rhe two orders, previously quoted, and these were sent 
only ro che post offices, not to rhe press. Also bear in mind char the second order was dated 
December 11th, the day after the 6c air mail scamp had been placed on sale. 

As far as notice co philarelists, "Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News" seems to have been 
the most active at that time. Its December 14, 1918 number ran the following in its 
column called "Chronicle of New Issues and Varieties" by Philip H. Ward Jr.: 

"When recently in Washingron, nothing was said about a special stamp and it is 
doubtful if such a variety is contemplated. The Bureau of Engraving and Printing, how-

94 April. 19ti9 
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Fig. 4. A combination First Day and First Flight cover. The arrow points to the black December 10, 
1918 air mail cancellation. The two First Flight red cancellations are to the right hit on the stamp 
and the other below it. Author's collection. (Photo by Boutrelle). 

ever, sprung che ocher aeroplane scamps upon the philatelic public wich liccle previous nocice 
and it may be possible chat someching new in the way of a 6c aeroplane scamp will shortly 
make its appearance." 

Consulting the numbers of "Mekeel 's" after chis was published on December 14, 1918, 
the nexc one appears in the December 28, 1918 number under the same column heading and 
again written by P. H. Ward J r.: 

"We had time in our last chronicle for just a few hasty notes in regard co che new 6c 
aeroplane stamp, for it musr be remembered chat chese paragraphs are wriccen fully 10 days 
before the information appears in prinr. 

We wish to thank Mr. H. F. Colman a.nd ochers for sending us aeroplane covers on 
che 16ch, che date of che first flight after the new six cents rate went into effect." 

Why First Day, December I 0, 1918, Covers Are So Rare 

The abovemencioned "Mekeel's" writings explain so clearly why First Day covers dated 
D ecember 10, 1918 are so very rare. le must be stressed chat a most active philatelist in 
this period was Mr. P. H. Ward Jr. He was carefully following events in Washington 
and he admits chat he was rold noching about a new scamp. Notice in face chat in refer· 
ring co che rwo previous air mail scamps of 1918, he wrote chat "chese were sprung upon 
che philatelic public wich liccJe previous notice." As he explains, his notes published in 
"Mekeel's" of December 14, 1918 were written fully ten days before its appears in print. 
This signifies that even as late as December 3, 1918, only one week before the new scamp was 
to be placed on sale, no one in che Bureau of Engraving and Prinring in Washington, D . C. 
told him about it. Thus anyone who had prepared covers for the first day of sale on 
D ecember !Och must have been exceedingly fortunate by receiving his information from 
someone on che inside. 

Furchermore, che writer previously showed why First Day covers of the 16c green air 
mail are so scarce.0 Besides chis fact of no advanced publicity, very few had any interest 
in covers wich che second or chird air mail stamps because che supply of May 15, 1918 covers 
with che Z4c stamp had outstripped che demand. With che experience of che Z4c covers, 
obviously few, if any, cared ro prepare First Day covers with either the 16c or che 6c orange . 

• I t ro Ph il11ttlixl . I 111111/11 
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Fig. 5. A mystery First Day cover. (Photograph by l. W. Giles shown by courtesy of the Philatelic 
Foundation, New York, N. Y. ). 

First Day Covers. Only Six Known 

The writer was collecting back in 1918, and almost since that year he has been inter­
ested in the first air mail series of the United Stares. Therefore, he has followed this 
issue over the years. During this period, he has a record of only six Firsr Day covers dared 
December LO, 1918, one of which has noc been included as will be shorrly discussed. Now 
follows a tabulation and description of the December 10, 1918 covers. 

9f> 

I. Cancelled New York, N. Y. December 10, 1918. (See Fig. 2). le was mailed to 
L. W. Charlat (misspelled Charat on the cover), the well-known New York air 
mail dealer, whose obituary appeared in Vol. VI, No. 3 of this magazine. 

2. A First Day cover cancelled New York, N . Y . similar ro the one shown in Fig. 2. 
3. A December 10, 1918 cover cancelled Washington, D. C. Also franked only with 

the 6c orange air mail stamp; this was nor flown. 
4-5 One is cancelled Philadelphia, Pa. December 10, 1918 with the special air mail 

cancellation hit in violet ink. Besides the new 6c orange air mail stamp, there is 
10 cents additional postage to prepay the 16 cents air mail fee still in effect until 
December 15, 1918. In the lower left corner is the Special Delivery postmark. 
This cover is backstamped Chicago, Ill. "December 12, 1918 12 M" in black. 
Shown by Fig. 3. There also is a Philadelphia, Pa. cover not flown. 

6. This happens to be one of the writer's favorite U.S. air mail covers because it 
has so much. It is now his proud possession, having waited many years to acquire 
a First Day cover with the 6c orange air mail stamp. First of all, this cover 
(see Fig. 4) has a New York, N. Y . December 10, 1918 air mail cancellation in 
black. It must be remarked char out of the 1ix Fir1t Day coYers, only two were 
flown. In the second place, this seems to be a commercial cover. Most of the 
1918 air mail covers were philatelic, having been serviced by either scamp collectors 
or dealers. Thompson Ill Co., Tampa, Florida are cigar manufacturers. Finally, 
this cover bears two December 15, 1918 First Flight cancellations, both hit in red 
with one eying the 6c orange air mail stamp to the cover. The December 15th 
cancel also is very scarce. (See below) . Therefore, it does not seem to be an 
exaggeration to state that this cover has "everything", which explains the writer's 
enthusiasm for this particular cover. 

. l pril . Jfl.i9 
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Fig. 6. One of the rare December 15, 1918 First Flight covers. (Author's collection) . 

7. This December 10, 1918 cover is nor included in the writer's census, because some 
have questioned whether the Washington, D. C. cancellation is genuine. (See 
Fig. 5). In order ro rry and determine the rrue starus of rhis cancellation, this 
cover was submitted to the Expert Commirree of the Philatelic Foundation, New 
York, N . Y. in January 1959. Being a member of this Committee, the writer had 
the opportunity ro carefully examine che cancellation on chis cover, compare wich 
other similar ones and srudy ir with some of che leading U . S. cover authorities. 
No firm conclusion could be reached as ro whether this cancellarion was genuine 
or counterfeit, so that che only recourse open was ro decline an opinion. Incidenr­
ally, this cover was in che same oldcime collection char had all che orher First 
Day covers char Irwin H eiman sold at his auctions of Ocrober 18, 1956, February 
13, and May 16, 1957. If any reader owns a December 10, 1918 Washington, D . C. 
cover like che one illustrated in Fig. 5, please concacr the wrirer. 

December 15, 1918 First Flight Covers. Only Four Known 

Notice that rhe writer's records disclose char there are six First Day covers known 
(perhaps seven), but only four flown on che First Flight of December 15, 1918. The pre· 
viously mentioned Postal Notices scared chat "che new 6c air mail rate was to become 
effective December 15, 1918." In September of rhar year, there had been experimental 
flights between New York and Chicago.° On December 15th, a regular scl1eduled air 
mail service between New York, Cleveland, Ohio and Chicago was to commence. H owever, 
bad wearher caused this new regular air mail route's opening to be posrponed until December 
17, 1918. It does not seem our-of-place to comment here chat with all that has been 
written about U.S. stamps, not one article, handbook or catalog has been read, correctly 
describing che events chat rook place with the First Flight of che 6c orange air mail stamp 
when it c.ame into use on December 15, 1918. 

Fig. 6 illustrares one of che four known December 15, 1918 covers. These are the 
only way rhat one finds them, flown nor to Chicago but norrh or south. Since inclement 
weather conditions caused the New York.Chicago flight ro be posrponed for two days, 
air mail could only fl y north or south ro or from che east coast cities. The cover (Fig. 6) 
went from New York to Pittsburg, Pa. via Philadelphia. Notice that the black New York 
air mail cancel has the rime induded-7 PM, probably indicating chat mail could nor fly 
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until lace in the day because of the weather. This tallies with the two December 15, 1918 
cancellations on the cover shown by Fig. 4, which also are timed "7 PM". 

The reason why December 15, 1918 First Flight covers are so rare is explained by most 
of the mail being addressed co Chicago, when chis air mail did not start until two days later. 
Lacer on ir will be shown where an active organization like the Aero Club of America, 
that prepared so many 1918 First Flight covers, had all its mail prepared for the New York­
Chicago route. 

~-

Fig. 7. December 16, 1918 cancellation on a cover flown from Philadelphia to New York. (Author's 
collection) . (Photo by Boutrelle f. 

December 16, 1918 First Flight Covers. Nine Known 

Let's turn back about ten years. The writer, as previously noted, had been collecting 
U.S. air mail covers for many years. The earliest dated cover with the 6c orange air mail 
stamp of 1918 in his collecrion was the one cancelled December 17, 1918 (Fig. 8) from 
New York to Chicago. About a decade ago, an auction catalog came in the mail where 
one lot with this stamp on a cover dated December 16, 1918 caught che writer's eye. Of 
course, chis lot was wanted, so the amount to bid had co be determined. Using the "Score 
U.S. Stamp Catalogue Specialized 1949" as a guide, the following was found under "Air 
Post First Day Covers" : 

C l 6c Dec. 10, 1918 $15.00 
Never having seen or heard of a December 10, 1918 cover at chat rime, it was thought 

that che above listing probably was an old typographical error having the date December 
10th instead of 16th. Bue seeing that the list price was $15, it seems reasonable to hope 
chat an aucrion bid in this amount would be more than sufficient. It was not! This 
December 16, 1918 cover sold for $10, double catalog and only after strong competitive 
bidding. 

That experience plus the failure to buy a First Flight cover at full catalog brought home 
the realization that First Day or First Flight covers wich Score Cl must be extremely scarce. 
Consequently the writer was alerced, and he watched for these like a hawk. But they did 
not appear. It was some years after chis before any 6c orange covers were seen cancelled 
December 10, 15 or even the 16th. The interesting thing about these is that most all were 
in one collection chat was sold ac a New York auction about two years ago. Before that, 
only one or two December 16, 1918 had been seen. (See Fig. 7) 

9'l . I 11ril. 1 •1,;11 
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How many December 16, 1918 have been seen by the wrirer? Exacrly eight.1 There 
are probably ar leasr nine because in December 28, 1918 "Mekeel's Weekly Sramp News" , 
it may be remebered that P. H. Ward Jr. mentioned " . . . for sending us covers on the 16th, 
the date of the first flight after the new six cents rate went into effecr." Mr. Ward did 

J. S • .t. !·U: & CO. 
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Messr3. Clement., Curt.is & Co., 

I he Rookery , 
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I 

Chiosgo, r11. 

Fi9. 8. First Fli9ht New York, N. Y. to Chica90, Ill. on December 17, 1918. The a ir mail cancellation 
is red. (Author's Collection). 

The highest price 
ever paid for a single airmail stamp, $I 1,500, was paid in 
a 1957 Harmer Rooke auction for the 25c on I Oc " Black 
Honduras" (Scott :;:;C 12, cataloguing $17,500). The previous 
record price of $5,300 was paid in 1939 for this very stamp. 

Let us sell your finest airmails for top prices, too! 
Consult us now. 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
560 Fifth Ave. (at 46th) , New York 36. 

l 11lrr11111io1wl ..J 111: lin1111 rH of Finr .'il11mp11 
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not specify how many covers and since be is still an active Philadelphia stamp dealer, one 
wonders whether some may yet be in his stock or if these are included in the writer's census. 
Two of those recorded were addressed to Ward. But even if there are twice as many 
December 16, 1918 covers as the writer's record shows, they must be scarce. Before proceed­
ing further, it should be mentioned that it was not until 1956 that tbe date "Dec. 10, 1918" 
in the "Scott" catalog was found co be not a rypographical error buc correct. In fact, it 
was as a result of these 1956-57 auction sales chat a new revised price for Scott Cl on 
First Day cover appeared in the "Scott U.S. Stamp Catalogue Specialized". Now if you 
look in this catalog under "Air Post First Day Covers", you will find the following: 

Cl 6c Dec. 10, 1918 $150.00 
For those, who may be interested in prices, the writer has kept a record of what these 

6c orange air mail covers bring at auction. For example, the First Day-December 10, 
1918--ranged from $60 to $90, the ones that have flown bringing the higher prices. 
December 15, 1918 covers have brought from $35 to $45 each, while che December 16, 1918 
covers realized for $25 to $35. 

December 17, 1918 First Flight New York-Chicago Covers 

It has been previously mentioned that due co bad weather conditions, che first flight 
from New York to Chicago had to be delayed two days until December 17, 1918. No 
record of che amount of mail carried on this date has been found by the writer. Compared 
to the previous covers chat have been described in this article, December 17th covers are 
in far greater supply. As conditions in the American philatelic market now exist, December 
17, 1918 covers are not scarce, but the newer collector will not find them easy to secure. 

One of these New York-Chicago flight covers is shown by Fig. 8. Incidentally this 
cover was mailed for the writer's father (see AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS Vol. Y, No. 2, page 
41) and has been in his air mail collection since 1918. 

Chicago-N ew York First Flight December 18, 1918 

Again no records could be found stating the amount of mail carried on the return flight 
from Chicago, Ill. to New York, N. Y. on the first trip of December 18, 1918. But it 
must have been considerable in relation to covers cancelled December 10th, 15th or 16th. 

One reason for this belief is found with those large legal covers prepared by che Aero 
League of America that collectors familiar with the 1918 covers know well. J use as with 
the 24c for the May 15, 1918 flights and the July 13th and 15th first flights with the l6c, 
the Aerial League of America again senr first trip covers to its members, prospecrs and 
officials. In each First Flight cover a letter was enclosed and these are illustrated. (Figs. 
10 and 11). Collectors, anxious to know more of the events connected with these 1918 
flights, should learn about the work of this organization and the contribution it made to 
aero-philately. In the illustrations one should notice on the letterhead the prominent 
names such as Rear Admiral Robert E. Peary, Alberto Santos Dumont of Brazil, Orville 
Wright and Senator Morris Sheppard, called "The Father of U.S. Air Mail", because 
he was instrumental for getting rhe bill through Congress char inaugurated air mail. 

Now is quoted is the first portion of the letter shown in Fig. 10 because these state­
ments are so interesting for the philarelisc: 

December 18, 1918. 
"My dear Sir:-

"We take advantage of the opportunity afforded by che first trip of the New York­
Cleveland-Chicago Aerial Mail line to send you our greetings at che approach of the 
Holiday Season. 

"The envelope, is, as you will see, scamped with the new special aerial mail stamp, and 
being carried on this first trip will be a valuable souvenir for collection purposes. 

"Recendy at Oyster Bay, New York, rhree envelopes sent by aerial mail on the first 
experimental trip, by the AERIAL LEAGUE OF AMERICA, were sold at auction for 
Ten Thousand Dollars. 

JO(\ . tvri/. Jtl.i!/ 
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Fig. 9. First Flight Chicago-New York December 18, 1918 cover. The cancel is black. (Philip Silver 
collection ). 

"With the ending of the war begins the marvelous work that the LEAGUE is foster­
ing, che using of aircraft fo r scientific purposes, exploration, transportation of mail and 
express, air travel, and sports, the crossing of the Atlantic, the crossing of the North and 
South Poles by air, the establishing of air lines throughout the Western H emisphere, etc., 
etc." 

Were the covers cancelled D ecember 17 and 18, 1918 on the fi rst New York-Chicago 
Flights flown? In " Mekeel's Weekly Scamp News" of January 18, 1919, Philip H . Ward's 
column scares the following: 

"The Nassau Scamp Co. bas sent us First Trip covers of the recent 1mmccen/11/ (Icals. 
are ours) aeroplane flight between New York and Chic.ago ... the one from New York 
is poscmarked with the regular 'air mail' cancellation and is dated December 17. The one 
from Chicago is dared December 18 12M ... " 

The descriptions cally with the covers illustrated in Figs. 8 and 9; neither has a back­
stamp. 

In the autobiography of the first superintendent of United Scates Air Mail Service, 11 

the author recalls what happened in December 1918, so the following passage from his book 
is quoted: 

"On December 18*, 1918 a Curtiss R-L plane, wich Leon D. Smith at rhe controls, 
was scheduled to leave Belmont Park, N . Y. At the same rime, a DeH aveland was 
scheduled to leave Chicago on the eastbound flight. Smith, after making one bad start, got 
into che air only to be forced down short of Bellefonte, Pennsylvania, while pilot Michael 
Ebersole, who was supposed to have flown the first leg out of Chicago, got only a few miles 
from Chicago before coming down. 

"On December 19 another flight was attempted, but the result was almost exactly the 
same as that of the previous day. A third attempt was made on the 20th, but this time 
the planes didn' t even get off che ground before bad luck caught up with them. After the 
third attempt, it was announced that the New York-Chicago service would be suspended for 
ten days ... 

Thl• l'Xish•m·e of 11111n.'· CO\'NS lik!• thl' 0111• ~hown in Fig. ~lul\\'S thnt this dutt.> w :is proh11hly 
D l•N•111lll'r lit h. not the 1 th. T his lnth•r i~ thl· tight cl:tll· of tht.> ('hicaj!O to ):l'"' York 
an1·m pt1•d s1•n·ice . 
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FLOWN COVERS 

I. Nov. 20-21, 1943 TACA F. F. Caribbean route, 
I 0 different, all cacheted . 

2. AUSTRIA, C 18, 21, 27 on Zepp flown card, 
July 12, 1931 ............. . ......... . 

3. BULGARIA CS/ I I, May 26, '37 registered .. 

4. ECUADOR, I st Air Mail Ecuador to Costa 
Rica, Apr. 2, 1930, registered 

5. GERMANY, C28, 29, 31 , 44 Graf Zepp flight, 
Oct. 14, 1933 ..... . ........... . 

6. GERMANY, Hindenburg flight to North Amer-
ica, May 6, 1936, registered . . ........ . 

7. GUATEMALA, FF G. C. to Mazatenango, 
8/23/ 30 .................. ... ............. . ..... ....... . 

8. GUATEMALA, FF Barrios to Miami, Cl7/ 19. 
registered, Dec. 5, 1931 .. . . .. .. . . ........ . 

9. HONDURAS, C54 on regd cover ............ . 

I 0. HUNGARY C22, Zepp card, Iceland flight 
1931 ..... ............ ... . . ... . 

11. NICARAGUA. C03, Panama FF to Guate-
mala, 1929 ............ ... .. . .. . ..... . 

12. EL SALVADOR, 1931 FF to Jamaica, regis-
tered . ................ . ... . . . ........... -

13. ditto, C 19 on regd FF to Colombia, 1931 ... . 

14. SPAIN, CB7 on regd card to Holland ......... . 

15. U.S. A. C 14 on Zepp cover to Seville, 1930 .. 

16. URUGUAY, 305, C9, only day use 1925 ....... . 

17. URUGUAY, C61 / 62 registere:l FDC 

18. VATICAN, CI I, 12, 15, 17 registered 4/ 4/ 49 

RICHARD N. CONE 

$ 5.00 

4.00 

4.00 

2.00 

3.50 

1.00 

2.00 

10.00 

2.50 

2.50 

2.00 

1.25 

2.25 

1.00 

25.00 

2.00 

10.00 

25.00 

Route 8, Box 269 Tucson , Arizona , U. S. A. 
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CASH or AUCTION 
TO OWNERS, EXECUTORS OF EST ATES, AND THOSE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SALE OF ST AMP PROPERTIES 

The g,reat collections are rightfully consigned to the leading 
Auction houses of the world for sale. 

But what about the medium collection, and more particularly, 
the specialized property? Is it not fair to consider how much time and 
care can be given by the organization you employ in the preparation 
of these stamps for sale? For on that factor, more than any other, 
depends the net results of the sale, and the amount you will receive 
for your stamps. 

Though I am a specialist in Airpost Stamps, a glance at my 
catalogue will show you a few of the fascinating specialized groups 
of stamps handled by NickJin Auctions. 

I take a keen personal satisfaction in obtaining the very best 
results possible in the sale of a client's property. My Experience is 
quite at your disposal if and when you wish to sell. 

Collections may be sent to me for examination and an analysis 
of their sales possibilities. 

Cash offer will be made if you prefer. If I believe your collection 
would realize more if sold at Auction, I will tell you so. 

At all events the decision will be up to you, and your property 
returned if we do not reach an agreement as to its sale. 

FORMAL APPRAISALS PREPARED FOR 

ESTATES OR INDIVIDUALS 

JOHN W. NICKLIN 

. l 11•t1 l'hiillld1x/ , f 111111/., 

PIONEER OF AEROPHILATELY 

110 WEST 42nd STREET 

NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

Telephone: Wisconsin 7-3834 

111:~ 
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Fig. I 0. December 18, 1918 letter of the Aerial league of America that wu enclosed in their first 
flight covers. 

"Yet another attempt to break the jinx was made on December 27, and this, too, re­
sulted in failure. After that the Post Office Department gave up . . . It was May 15, 1919 
before actual operation began over chis route." 

The date December 18, 1918 on the Aerial League of America letter is puzzling. Why 
did they chink December 18th and not December l~, 1918 would be the dace of the first 
flight? Did they have advance notice that bad we.ather would force the flight to be post­
poned for two days? Their letters and covers were ready and flew on che first flights with 
the 24c in May, 1918 and the 16c green in July of the same year. However, regardless 
of this puzzlement, it seems that a clear indication can be found for the reason why the 6c 
orange air mail covers dated before December 17th are so scarce. Most of the mail must 
have been on the New York-Chicago flights of December 17th and 18th, 1918. Very few 
had covers flown on December 15th or 16, 1918. 

New York-Chicag o Air Ma il Afte r December 17, 1918 

The first flight from New York to Chicago took place on December 17, 1918. After 
this, a regularly scheduled air mail for the public was to go into effect. Fig. 12 shows an air 
mail cover from New York to Chicago posted on December 18, 1918 at l AM, no doubt 
about as early a cover after the first flight as one can secure. Notice that the cancellation 
is different than the one on the first flight cover of December 17th (see Fig. 8) . The new 
cancellation has had the words "\'(lash. N . Y. 1Phila." removed, (Fig. 13) a very practical 
step since the service extended westward to Cleveland and Chicago. 

Besides showing the new cancellation, Fig. 12 is a very interesting cover because it is 
franked with both the 16c green and 6c orange air mail stamps. This was done because 
che contents of this letter probably required a double race for air mail, which, after December 
15, 1918, was twice 6 cents or 12 cents. Then Special Delivery was prepaid, calling for 
another 10 cents postage. You see the "Fee Claimed Ac Chicago" postmark on the cover 
(Fig. 12) and there is a circular black backstamp reading; "Chicago, Ill. Dec. 19 11 AM 
Special Delivery Sec. 1918". Boch prove that this cover was handled by Special Delivery 

J!l+ Avril . 1.?.1!1 
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Fig. 11 . December 18, 1918 letter e nclosed by the publication " Flying" in Chieego-New York First 
Flight covers. (Philip E. Beker collection I. 

when ic reached Chicago. The rocal required postage was 22 cents paid by a combination 
of the l 6c and 6c air mail stamps of 1918. 

Covers and Usages After J anuary I, 1919 

The acrual postal need for che 6c orange air mail stamp of 1918 ceased in 1923, when 
a new series of three was issued for che new domestic air mail races, thac were established on 
a zonal basis between the ease and che wesc coasts of the Unired States. H owever, the 
three scamps of 1918 remained valid for all postal needs except Postage Due unril August 
1, 1928, when the U . S. Pose Office Deparcmenc ruled thac after chis dace che use of air 
pose scamps on ocher chan air mail was prohibited. Very few conremporary collectors un­
derstand whac lacer rranspired with the 1918 and 1923 air mail series (Cl-3 and C4-6). 
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CSl'l'ED S1'.d'l'ES 

Fig. 12. New York-Chicago cover flown on December 18, 1918 showing the new style cancellation 
used. Photo by L. W. G iles. (Philip E. Baker collection). 

After their real postal need had passed, a large quanciry remained on hand. So the U.S. 
Post Office Department decided to sell chis srock by using many of these scamps on parcel 
post. Also one finds large quantities of the 24c and 16c and 6c air mails of 1918 precan­
celled. 

Therefore in a technical sense, the aero-philatelist must limit his interest in the 1918 
air mail stamps, when he seeks to collect covers and cancellations, to their actual air post use. 
Following this interpretation, the writer has confined the story of covers with the 6c orange 
air mail stamp up to 1923, when its true postal need expired. Thus covers from the period 
from January 1, 1918 to August 1, 1923 are interesting showing multiple pieces like pairs, 
strips or blocks of the 6c orange. Also combinations like the one shown in Fig. 12 are fun 
to seek. A collector will not find them easy to secure. For this period, the writer will 
describe and illustrate a few examples simply chosen to give the reader an idea of the scope 
of the field and what he should try to find. 

Fig. 13 showed the altered cancellation that appeared on December 18, 1918. This was 
gradually replaced by a completely new style of cancellation in about the middle of 1919. 
A good example of the c.ircular "Air Mail Service" plus four bars cancel is shown in Fig. 14. 

Fig. 13. Cancellation used after December 17, 1918 when the air mail service was being attempted 
between New York and Chicago. The words " NY / Phila/Wash" have been removed from upper right • 

JOG • J /}fi t. 1959 



CX/1'ED STA.TES 

This one, incidentally, is from the opening of the Newark, N. J. airporc. One finds this 
new cancel most common in violet ink, less so in black while it is nor often found in red. 

I ria Airplane 

'\ . ' 1 
... '> 

Fig. 1'4. The new style of c:anc:ellation introduced in 1919. Photo by Boulrelle. (Author's collection) . 

AIR MAIL ST AMP BOOKS 

"The Black Book" : the AERO PHILATELIST'S NEWS, 
Volumes 1 to 8 with Index. 

Price $35.00 

• 
"The Blue Book": the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS, 

Volumes 1 and 2. 
Price $10.00 

• 
"The Red Book": the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS, 

Volumes 3 to 5 with Cumulative Index for Vols. 1 to 5. 
Price $15.00 

.:l 1·1 ry limitul JJl"i11fi11g of 011/!J fifty of rnch. 

' 1·ml ordt'r uml r l'mi llum·t' to : 

. l tfl) ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, . 1111111/,. 

Stunlt·>· R. Hi1·1• 
Room 818. 120 Broud\\11~ 

:\'"' York ii. X. Y. 
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l".Y/1'ED S'l'ATES 

Via Airplane 
L - • 

Fig. 15. The corrected "1916" air mail cancel. Note the "6" has been altered to a "9" by pen. 
(Philip Silver collection) . 

A fascinating use of the 6c orange air mail on cover is shown in Fig. 15. The year 
date was hit "1916" instead of "1919" and then the "6" was corrected to a "9" by pen. 
Oddly enough this is not mentioned in any American air post catalog, but is only described 
in a French one.' As a matter of fact, this French air post catalog lists and prices about 
fifty special flighrs from December 1918 through 1922, where the use of the 6c orange 
stamp would most likely be found. This French catalog was published in both French and 
English, the latter being a great help to American aero-philatelists. One's patriotic feelings 
cause a regret that, during such an interesting period of United States air mail, a foreign 
catalog's coverage is superior to any in this country in the writer's opinion. 

A new special type of cancellation seems co have been introduced in 1921. Here again 
the writer's information came from this same French air post catalog; his search in rhe 
American catalogs showed nothing recorded about this one. In 1921, air mail was being 
extended on a Trans-Continental basis from coast-to-coast. This new large oval c.ancellation 
seems to have been first tried in San Francisco, Calif. According to the Champion 
Catalogue, it was first used on May 3, 1921. The illustration (Fig. 16) has been copied 
from page 363 of this French catalog.i However, reading the text accompanying this 
cancellation, one is led co believe char it was used only on one flight on May 3, 1921. This 

Fig. 16. The special oval air mail cancellation first used on May 3, 1921 for Trans-Continental 
a ir mail at San Francisco, Calif, 

10 . l pri l . J!l.19 



T"Xf1'ED . '1'A7'E.-1 

Hon . ':lt.rran G. i.arcfin" PresidPnt 
t. 1 c..., , 

n ted .:>tat i::s c f Am erica, 
:Vac;hiq1 • 011 , D. C. 

Fig. 17. An air mail cover flown December 6, 1921 with the special oval "Air Mail Service/San 
Francisco, Calif." cancellation, which has been faintly hit (the arrow points lo it I. Because the 
regular circular machine town cancel w115 hit on lop of the oval air mail marking, this makes it very 
difficult lo see in this illustration. Adding lo the interest of this cover is the addressee, 
the President of the United Stales, Warren G. Harding. (Philip Silver colleclionl. 

Errors, Varieties and Airmails 
For 30 years we have boen specializing in all unusual items: Errors, Varieties, etc., 
regardles. as to whether they are or are not listed. 

Now we have on hand a very large selection of Airmails U. P. U., U. N., Inverted 
Centers, Sports, Topicals, Miniature Sheets, De luxe Sheets, Proofs, Die Proofs, 
Rotary, etc., etc. 

We have oddities and unusual items from many different countries as:­
A lbanie Abyssinia Belgium, Brozil. Conory Islands, Colombio 
Congo, Croetio , Cuchoslovokio Donzig , Ecuodor, Epirus, Fo r Eost, 
Fronce & Colonies. Greece . Georgio . Honduras. Iceland, Ifni, Iron, 
Italy & Colonies lolvio lioerie lithuonie Monoco, Nico roguo 
Poroguoy. Polond, Romonio , Russia Seer Solvodor, Scodto Spoin 
& Colonies. Tangier Tonne Touvo Uruguoy. Venezuela. 

We u·il/ glfldly make II/> sprriul offers 0 1· .~elections 0 11 opprol'a1. 

Please write countries, price range and specialties. (Usual 
references, please J. 

We are also always buyers of similar material. 

S. SEREBRA.KIAN, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 448 Monroe, N. Y. 

. 11 ru /' /11/11trli~I . I 111111/., )(l!l 



C.Yl'l'ED , ''l'd'l'E.' 

is not s:>, because a cover is illustrated (Fig 17) wich chis oval cancel reading: " Air Mail 
Service San Francisco, Calif."daced December 6, 1921. The writer has not seen ocher 
covers wich chis type of cancellarion, so rhac he cannot say if its use extended afrer 
December 1921. 

These three examples (Figs. 14, 15 and 17) indicate the type of material in mind chac 
one can collect in connection with air mail usages of che 6c orange air mail stamp of 1918. 

Conclusion 
Too often one collects only a single copy in a set stamps or each one on cover, chinking 

licde more about ic. Then such a collector goes abouc proudly proclaiming chat he is com­
plete. But reading about che 1918 air mail scamps, one sees how completeness is a myth. 
A colleccor can go on and on, expanding his albums co include mulriple pieces, incerescing 
cancellations and covers. Air mail and flying long distances is routine now. Bue its early 
years are a mosc fascinating story ro read. The air pose stamps of 1918 help co cell chis 
history. Thus one need only co read chis portion of che Report of the Posrmascer General 
of the United Scares on air mail in 1918 and 1919 co gain a good impression of the impact 
these stamps had upon our lives of coday. Postmaster General Burleson wrote: 1 

"The development of the aeroplane in warfare inspired the belief chat it could be made 
to serve rhe uses of peaceful transportation, and with chis in view the Pose Office Deparr· 
ment was successful in securing an appropriation by Congress of $ 100,000 for che fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1918, for an experimental air mail route. On May 15, 1918, che 
present successful New York-Washington rouce on a regular schedule was inaugurated. 
The service operates in about one-half the time required by train between the rwo cities and 
is performed with a regularity and a certainty which up to chis rime has noc been equaled 
anywhere in the world. 

"During the fiscal yea r ending June 30, 1919, che appropriarion of $100,000 was re­
peated. So successful was the service chat for che fiscal year ending June 30, 1920, Congress 
appropriated $850,500, which has enabled the extension of the Air Mail Service to Cleveland 
and Chicago, with a saving in rime of 11 hours in transit over the fastest passenger-train 
service between New York and Chicago and an expedition by 16 hours in the acrual delivery 
of the letters. 

"The success obtained in the operation of the Air Mail Service during the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1918, led co an important extension of the service from New York to 

Chicago. This rouce is operated in two sections, {a) New York ro Cleveland, and {b) 
Cleveland co Chicago, and results in che expedition of the delivery of letters from New York 
by 16 hours co che Middle West and 24 hours co che principal Pacific Coast cities. 

"The air distance on the New York-Washington route is 218 miles and the cime of 
transit 2 Yz ro 3 hours. The rail distances is 226 miles and the time of transit 5 hours to 6 
hours and 20 minutes. On chis route mail originating in New York City lace at nighc 
and in the New England Scates up to 10 o'clock at night is delivered by planes in the city 
of Washington in ample time for all carrier deliveries chat afcemoon. The immediate 
result of chis service has been the elimination of the constant complaints chat it cook two days 
for the night mail from Boston co be delivered in rhe city of Washington. These delays 
were beyond the control of the Pose Office Department, having been due to uncertain train 
connections and co the transfer of che mail across New York Ciry from one railroad station 
co another. Northbound the mail is taken from Southern train connections at Washington 
and delivered in New York in rime for the afternoon carriers. If this mail had remained 
on che trains it would have reached New York City too lace for carrier delivery on that day. 

MAGNITUDE OF DAILY OPERATIONS. 

"On the three roures as now esrablished, shown by chart which follows, there are in 
the air daily eight aeroplanes each wich a capacity of from 14,000 co 16,000 letters. These 
eight planes fly an aggregate of 1,906 miles each day carrying ar the rare of more than 
30,000,000 lercers per year. On each of the three routes the mail is advanced 16 hours in 
each direction and in the case of mail destined for the Pacific coast the advance in delivery 
is 24 hours." 
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The helpful spmt shown by many philatelists, especially in making their material 
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AIRMAIL 
ST AMP COLLECTING 

W e offer to collectors the world's most efficient service in forming 
outstanding collections of Airmails in every phase of Aerophilately : 
NEW ISSUES : \\'e maintain a com1>lete Xew Issue en •ice of mint 

Airmail S tamps. including the scarce issues. By subscribing to this 
en ·ice you are assured of acquiring new items in the mos t economical 

way. \\'rite for fo lder g iving full particulars. 
RARITIES: \\' e handle rare airmail issues which are issued in very 

limited quantities and usually not obtainable in the open market. 
ERRORS AND VARIETIES: Through our many connec tions all over 

the world, we a re in a position to offer a large number of scarce 
errors and \'arie1ies to our client . ~lost of these issues a re submitted 
on our Xew Issue Ser\'ice as they appeared, before prices increased. 

AIR LETT ER SHEETS: \\·e abo ser\'ice new i ues of air letter sheets­
a new and nry popular field of Aerophilately. Our se rvice offers 
all new air letter sheet ~. including scarce issues. \\'rite for furt her 
details. 

A CTI ON SALES: Our nex t sale now in preparation, dates soon to 
he announced. If you are not on our mailing li st , 1>lca>c write for 
the ca talog of the sale wh ich will include mint , U>Cd airmail s tamps, 
and many de irable covers. 

We welcome your inquiries regarding any 
of the above services. 

F. w. KESSLER 
500 Fifth Avenue New York 36, N. Y . 
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Book A nd Catalog R eviews 
Scott's Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue. 1959 Edition. Vols. I and II . Published 

by Scott Publications, Inc., 461 8th Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. Price Vol. I $5; Vol. IT 
$7 or available in Combined Edition. 

The latest edition of America's catalog for scamp collectors evidences a continued effort 
on the part of the editors to liberalize the listings and improve the prices. Therefore, there 
are many new listings, a few deliscings and thousands of price changes. 

However, one BIG change in the I 959 Scott catalogue has greatly excited and pleased 
this reviewer. These are under United States, the RF Overprint listings and prices. As a 
result of our research articles, first published in a three-part series in chis magazine and then 
combined into one handbook published by the Collectors Club, New York, N . Y ., Scott has 
followed our information completely. These have been dropped from the general catalog, 
and therefore are no longer in Vol. l. There is a note thar these are now lisred and priced 
in the "Scott United States Specialized Catalogue". In this reviewer's memory, it is seldom 
that Scott adopts the research findings of a philatelic student completely and does it so 
quickly. Usually it rakes years before a standard catalog incorporates new findings. There­
fore, there is a great personal satisfaction in the realization that the publication of philatelic 
research done without one cent of financial renumeration has caused orderly and correct clas­
sification to replace previous inaccuracies. This will cause stamp collecting to be more 
pleasant by removing confusion. 

Bolalfi-ltalian Stamps Standard Catalog11e-4th edition, 1959-S. C. 0. T. Publica­
tions Via Roma 101, Torino (Italy)-458 pp.-Price U.S. $3.00 post free. 

The air mail collector c.an whistle with glee when he picks up a copy of this latest 
Italian catalog. The one, who will be rhe most pleased, is the collector of air mail scamps 
on cover, because he owns really valuable properties. Funny thing about these Italian air 
mails! When they were issued, the Lire was worth about 7Yi cents. So a complete set 
of Graf Zeppelins for Italy and the Italian Colonies had a total face value of about $19.50 
when they were issued back in 1933. Now one can understand why so few could afford to 
service fi rst flight covers. Then later, with the Fascisr government pouring our mint copies 
followed by the enormous decline in Italian currency after the lase War, these Italian air 
mails sold over here far below their original face value. 

When Italy's economy recovered a few years ago, the prices of stamps rose and now, 
because the material is scarce, the prices are "in orbir''. A few examples of the new Bolaffi 
prices are interesting in this regard. 

Take the popular, colorful Balbo Flight scamps on covers. The two for Italy are priced 
at $285 and $ 140 respectively. The Italian Balbo Official is priced at $575 and $670 
with the aviator's signature. Cyrenaica and Tripolirania Balbos are priced at $250 each or 
$500 for the sec of two. Aegean Islands list for $375 each. According to S. L. Bayer, 
who was a most active dealer in Italy when these were issued, Cyrenaica covers are the 
scarcesr, although Bolaffi shows Aegean Islands in that category. 

The Graf Zeppelin issues of 1933 are priced on one cover and then as six individual 
stamps. The set on cover prices are Italy $ 125, Aegean Islands $ 185, Cyrenaica $165 and 
also San Marino, while Tripolitania is $ 155. 

The Roma-Mogadiscio Flight covers with the Official stamps average $350. 
There certainly has been a boom in Italy for these hiscorical air mail issues and chis 

catalog demonstrates it. Besides these prices, one will find much information in the text 
notes and tabulations. H ere is another good specialized catalog that can do so much more 
than the general ones in expanding pricings and listings for the specialist. (Stanley R. Rice) . 
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Catalogo de Sellos Postales de Costa Rica by Dr. Carlos Saenz Mata. Published by the 
Club Filatelico de San Jose de Cosca Rica. 174 pp. Paper cover. Illusrrated. Price not 
given. 

This catalog carries the publication date 1953, bur it only reached us at the end of 1958. 
The air mail stamps start on Page 87 and conclude on Page 130 with the 1952 issue of the 
color changes printed by the American Bank Nore Company. Each issue is briefly listed 
along with the date of the decree and the quantity printed. No prices are given. The texr 
is entirely in Spanish. 

Frankly this catalog, as far as the air mail stamp portion is concerned, offers rhe aero­
philatelisr less informarion rhan a specialized air posr catalog like Sanabria. At the very 
beginn ing, we were disappointed to see how briefly and inaccurarely the 1921 Semi-O fficial 
air mails (Sanabria 501-2) were listed. This certainly runs conrrary ro the research dis­
closed by the Stanley R. Rice article published in Vol. Ill, No. I of the AERO PHILATELIST 

ANNALS. Also the brief notes on the 1931 Provisional Issue (Sanabria 11-13, 16-18 or 
Scott Cl 1-13) are far less than one expects from a specialized one country catalog of almost 
175 pages. 

PARAGUAY 
1935 Graf Zeppelin Counterfeits 

From South America come photographs of counterfeits of Paraguay's 1935 Graf Zep­
pelin issue (Sanabria 79-83, Scott C93-97) . It is reported that these counterfeited stamps 
are being circulated in South America, coming originally from Cuba. The photos show 
cancelled copies, demonstrating rhat once again fakers did not know philately. Had they 
read the Aero Philtttelisl's News of April 15, 1950, the counterfeiters would have taken 
notice that Paraguay's Graf Zeppelin stamps must bear a special Zeppelin cancellation. But 
these imitations clearly reveal just a part of some unidentifiable circular cancellation wirh 
not one clear letter or numeral from a date mark. 

The photographs of the counterfeits disclose them to be rather poor imitations of the 
genuine. Only one rotally unfamiliar with the genuine stamps would be deceived by the 
counterfeits. To prevent their purchase, in case some of the counterfeits are sneaked into 
the United States, some descriptions of the more obvious differences between the genuine 
and counterfeits have been received. Thus these are as follows: 

Paper 
Perforation 
Colors 

Guage 
4.50 p 
9P 
13.50 p 
22.50 p 
45 p 

GENUINE 
smooch, white 
l l 11z (smooth) 
rose red 
light green 
brown 
violet 
blue 

Size (measured horizontally from perforations' edges) 
4.50, 9, 13.50 P 37 Yz mm. 
22.50 P 48mm. 
45 P 48mm. 

COUNTERFEIT 
rough, grayish 
12 (ragged) 
brick red 
apple green 
dark brown 
dull lilac 
gray blue 

39mm. 
49mm. 
50Yz mm. 

There are other differences, but if one observes the colors, paper and the obviously lar­
ger size of rhe counterfeits, he will not be deceived. 
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LIBERIA 
New Information Come to Light 

On Pioneer Aerogrammes 

By EMMETT PETER, Jr. 

What has been cataloged as Liberia's first air letter sheet is generally supposed to have 
been issued in l 948. That is the dace assigned by the three major aerogramme catalogs­
Sanabria, Godinas and the American Air Mail Society Catalog of Air Lener Sheets. 

The writer believes, however, and proposes to show that this rare aerogramme is not 
actually "number one" and should exchange places with the sheet presently cataloged as 
No. 2 in the three catalogs. It is also now apparent that both of these sheets were of 
earlier vintage than is credired to them. 

To avoid confusion, let us examine each sheet in the order in which it appears in the 
catalogs at the present time. 

SANABRIA No. I ; AAMS 1 o. I LS: GODl.\JAS No. A4. 
The impressed stamp is a crude handstamp in dark purple. le depicts a DC-4 Sky­

master plane and obviously is copied from the design of the United States first aerogramme 
issued April 29, 1947. The value is LO cents and the inscription " R. L. POSTAGE" ap· 
pears at the bottom of the handstamped impression. T he basic form is the British military 
formula aerogramme that was available in the British colonies at that time. Printing of the 
basic form is in blue, and it bears the military censor's symbol, a triangle, in the lower left 
corner. In the right corner is the inscription "Army Form W. 3077. A". The reverse 
carries the customary "honor certificate" reading: "I certify on my honour that the contents 
of this envelope refer to nothing bur private and family matters." The form measures 
12 l x99mm. after it is properly folded according ro instructions and guide lines. This is 
one of the rarities of aero postal scacionery, only two examples being known. 

SA ABRJA No. 2, AAM No. 2 LS; Godinar No. A5. 
The handstamp is identical, but is applied co a white civilian-type form measuring 

146x92mm. after being properly folded. The form is on high-quality laid paper. For a 
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LIBERT A 

long while we were unable to determine the watermark, bur by purring his rwo sheets 
together, F. A. Senecal, the Monrreal aero srationery special ist, has found that it reads as 
follows: 

Permanized 
Artesian Bond 
Rag Content 

Mr. Senecal also is able ro correct an apparent error in the Godinas catalog, wherein the 
sheet is described as "Local whire paper of poor qualiry." This Montreal collector heads a 
large envelope manufacruring concern and so has been closely identified with paper. He 
writes: "The Godinas catalog is wrong when it states that this Liberia N o. 2 is printed on 
cheap paper. It is the highest qualiry of American Bond, which sells at 40 cents a pound 
wholesale." While it is not as rare as the military form, the presendy-caraloged N o. 2 is 
not plentiful. Walter Guthrie, an air letter sheet dealer, writes that he has handled about 
rwenry five examples. 

• • • 
Now that we have examined the characteristics of the first rwo Liberian aerogrammes, 

let us look at the new information promised in our opening words. 
The author has acquired an example of the civilian-rype form (now No. 2) clearly 

postmarked October 3, 1947. (Fig. 1). The aerogramme was mailed by a member of the 
U.S. Navy conrracr team in Monrovia, Liberia to some friends in Florida. The message 
inside is dated October 2, 1947-a day earlier than the poscmark. It is entirely non­
philatelic. 

This pre-dares the example of the presently-cataloged No. 1 in our collection. This 
form was used from Monrovia and postmarked October 17, 1947. It is a part of the same 
correspondence. (Fig. 2). 

Mr. Guthrie has raised the interesting possibiliry that the civilian-type form (No. 2) 
actually is the first aerogramme and that the military form may be a rare provisional, used 
when stocks of the civilian form ran out. 

At any rare, on the basis of presently-known facts, we suggest that the present Number 
1 and Number 2 be transposed in the aerogramme cataJog listings. 

p 
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, 

Fig. 2 . 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

~ ~ .. ~ 
' ~ ~PHILATELI STS 
~ 

• 19 

AERO PHILATELISTS, Inc. 
22 EAST 3Sth STREET, NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

T hereby apply for admission to membership in AERO PH ILA TELTSTS. Annual 
dues of $5.00 are remitted herewith and are to be returned to me if my applica tion is 
not accepted. 

NAME 

ADDRESS ......................................................... si:~~~t················································· ··············· ................. . 

................ Ci i·;; :··r~~~~-·~;··viii~-i~·· · ··········· ················2~~·~· ···· · ·· ··········· ········ · ···51~t"~··· · ·· ············· ···· · ······· ··· 

OCCUPATION ............................................................................................................................................ . 

SPECIALIZl~G I~ ........................................................................................................................ . 

APPLIC.-\!\TS SIG:'.'JATURE 

REFERENCES 

Each applicant is reques ted to furni sh two references preferably philatelic. 

References: 

1. ~A~lE ............................................................................................................................................................ . 

ADDRESS 

Z. X:U1E 

ADDRESS ........................ . 

EXTRACTS FROM BY- LAWS, ARTICLE Ill-MEMBERSHIP 

Any person of good character interes ted in aero-philately, O\·er the age or twenty-one, 
and who will be an asset to the Society, may become a member. Application for member­
ship shall be in writing, and shall be accompanied by annual dues of $5.00 

ll6 ..Jpril, 1959 



Kr. Bema.rd D. Hnn:ic::-, Director 
H. R. Harmer, Inc. 
6 West 48th Street 
New York 36, New York 

Dear Kr. Harmer1 

Dececber 29 , 1958 

When I a1111U11ed responaibllity as the Executor of 
Kr. Caspary' a Estate, I sought the help or Kr. thou.a F. McCarth1-, 
an eainent business man and friend of Kr. Caspary, rospectiDg the 
disposition of Kr. Caspary' a stalllp collection. His help to ae hu 
been invaluable and in no respect aore etrecUve than in his 
reco:nendation to ae that the task or disposing the collection be 
placed in the hands of H. R. Harmer, Inc. 

The amount or $2,89S,l46 realized in the auction!' 
rou planned and conducted in itself justit:l.ed the selection of your 
firm. Your adrlce and judgJDent throughout have been excellent. 
Dispoval of the 13,500 indirldual iteas, llO well disp]AJ'ed in the 
catalogs you prepared, being acco51pllahed 'Without an:r dispute 
between us best testifies to tho integrity with llhich your work 
was done . 

That Mr. Caspary' s collection was unique is aclcnowl­
edged everywhere, but the amount realized was greater in consequence 
of the exhibitions and publicity you planned, and the expertness 
with which you conducted the sixteen auctions nscessary to dispose 
of tho collection favorabJ.7. 

As Executor of the Estate , I am gratetul to rou for 
carrying out a large task llO splendidly and in a manner that would 
have pleased Kr. Caspary. 

Cord13ll3 yours, 

Goorgo Murnane, Encutor of 
tha Last Will nnd Testa1;uiat 
of Al.1'rad n. Coi;p3?')' 



You can't collect airstamps without -

THE NEW 
SANABRIA CATALOGUE 

WILL BE READY SHORTLY 

SINCE 1935 THE COMPLETE GUIDE 

FOR THE AIRPOST COLLECTOR 

This latest edition contains MORE cover listings, MORE spe­

cialized items, MORE varieties, PLUS the only comprehensive 

listing of essays, proofs, and specimens; also the very latest 

up-to-date air letter section. 

Price $12.50 

Available only from the publishers -

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., Inc. 
A. Medawar, Pres. 

521 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 


