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From all 
Directions 

stamps come pouring in for our auction 
sales. From Nortb , South, East and West 
come collections, accumulations, dealers' 
stocks, specialized groups, single rarities. 
From all states of the Union, from ·Canada, 
from Central and South America; from 
Europe, come the h_osts of stamps that make 
up our auction sales. They come to us 
because the owners know we have the 
customers and we get the best possible 
prices. 

Let us hear from you if you have stamps 
to sell. Let us send you catalogues if your 
name is not on our mailing list. 

Harmer, Rooke & . Co., Inc. 
World's Leading Stamp Auctionffn 

560 Fifth Avenue, New York 36 



... 
Nearly EVERY Off er Made 
by 

"WEILL of NEW ORLEANS" 

9A fk.conte.d 
I --·--

If you are considering selling your collection, the above 

fact may be IMPORTANT to you. 

Of course, the settlement is immediate cash, whether your stamps 

are worth $100.00 or $100,000.00 



THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Considers one of its most important functions the 

improvement of relations between Collectors and 

Dealers . . . Our more than 600 Members are 

pledged to serve you wel I. 

The stamps which they sell you must be and are 

Guaranteed Genuine. 

We urge you to purchase your stamps from dealers 

displaying the A. S. D. A. Symbol. 

We firmly believe that the Members of the 

Collectors Club and The American Stamp Dealers' 

Association are engaged in a joint enterprise - the 

Improvement of Philately. 

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 
65 Nassau Street A New York 38, N. Y. 

~ 
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foll ffem and Rno.wlRdrµ . • • • 

THE NEW 

WORLD WIDE 
POSTAGE STAMP ALBUM 

Gimbels- World's Largest Stamp Departments- takes great pleasure in introducing 
a new, up-to-da te stamp album which provides spaces for over 15 ,000 stamps. 
It has over 7 , 150 illustrations, World maps in full color, Histor ical and Geograph ic 
descriptions of each Country, a guide to the beginning collector and a stamp identifier. 
It's looseleaf with a sturdy cloth bound binder . 

ALBUM COMPLETE WITH BINDER .................... .. ........ .... .............................. $3 .95 

For the perfect gift that will last a lifetime give the 

WORLD WIDE STAMP COLLECTORS OUTFIT 

It includes the new World Wide Postage Stamp Album , 1 ,000 different stamps 
of the W orld, set of Flags in color, hinges, stamp tongs, stock book, and 
magn ifyi ng glass ..... ... .. ........... ............... .. ................................. .... ...... .... ...... $5 .95 

20c postage extra outs ide delivery area. New York City residents add tax. 

GIMBELS 
WORLD'S LARGEST STAMP DEPARTMENTS 

33rd and Broadway 
N ew York I , N. Y. 

9th at Market 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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BRITISH COLONIALS 
UNUSED AND USED ODDS AND ENDS 

LOOK THEM OVER, THEY HAVE MERIT! 

Antigua British Honduras 
# 1 S-4p Blue ................ .. ... .. ....... ... . $ 6.00 
#7S-2sh6p Claret, Used ...... ...... ... . 8.50 

#9-3 p Brown ...................... .. ........ 4.SO 
#9-3 p Brown, Used ........................ 3.SO 
#83-$2. Green & Dul l Violet. ........... 8.00 
# 126-$S. Brown & Carmine ........ .. 3 .7S 

Australia 
British Solomon Is. 

# 1 S--£2 Deep Rose & Black, used .... 30.00 
#S7-£1 Gray, Used ....... .. ... ......... .. . S.00 
# 127- 129- 1 Osh, £ 1, £2 Ovpt. Speci-

#8-17- V2p to 2sh6p ..... .... ............. $ 7 .SO 
#8- 18- 1/i p to Ssh Complete .......... 12.SO 
#43-SS-V2 p to Ssh .. .. ............ ........ 7.00 

men ................................ .... 10.00 
# 132-Ssh Gray Green, Used ......... ... 6 .00 Burma 
# 178-1 80-Ssh, 1 Osh, £1-corner 

Imprint Blocks of Four ... ..... 20.00 # 32, 33-Sr & 1 Or, Used ........ ........ 10.00 
# J21 -10sh Emerald ............... ......... 17.SO 
# J3 9-49-V2 p to £1, used ······· ·· ·· ···· · S.00 Canada 

Bahamas # 28A--12 1/i c Blue, Wm k., Used .... 1 S.00 
#61-$1. Lake, Used ...................... 12.00 

#100-113-V2 p to £ 1 Complete ... . 9 .00 
#62-$2. Dark Purple .................... 40.00 
#62-$2. Dark Purple, Used ............ 10.00 

#116-128- V2 p to Ssh .. .. ... .... ... ...... S.00 #63--$3 . Yellow Bi stre .......... ......... . 4S.OO 
#63-$3. Yellow Bistre, Used .......... 2S .OO 

Barbados 
#64-$4. Purple, Used .. ..... ............. 3S.OO 
#6S-$5. Olive Green, Used ........... . 22.00 
#94-20c Olive Green .............. ..... ... 9 .00 

#80-2sh6p Purple & Green .... ........ 6 .00 
#81 -89- V4 p to 2sh6p, Complete .... 1 S.00 

#94-20c Bl ock of Four .. ................ 40.00 
#22 1A-5c Blue .............................. 40.00 

British East Africa Cayman Is. 
# 15-1 s Violet & Green , Used ... ..... 4.00 

# 36, 37-S on Sa, 7 V2 a on 1 r ........ 6.50 # 17- V2p on 1 p Carmine, Used ... .... . 4.SO 
#66-1 r Gray ................ ... ........... .. .. 2 .SO 
#68-2r Bistre & Rose ..... .... ........ ... 3.7S 
#70-Sr Violet & Ultramarine ... .. ..... S.00 
#88-93-Via to 7 Vi a ............ .... ... . 12.50 

#28-Ssh Green & Red on Yel low .... 6 .00 
#28-Ssh Gr. & Red on Yel. , Used .. .. S.00 
#69-77-V4 P to l sh ......... ............. .. 7 .SO 
#85-96-l/4 p to lOsh, Complete ..... . 17 .SO 
# MR3-1 V2 p on 2 V2 p Ultramarine .... 3S.OO 

Your Want-List 

of Singles or Sets Will be Creatly Appreciated 

SIDNEY F. BARRETT 
87 Nassau Street New York 38, N. Y. 

Telephone CO 7 .6070 
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Editorials 

Personalities 

People make news. Therefore, most pub­
lishers reason that for a w ritin g to be a 
popu lar sell er, it must be about people. Oth­
er matters make for dry read ing. This 
tenet does not apply to phil ately. Very few, 
if any, philatelic writings of wo rth will sell 
as a popular novel, magaz ine or newspaper. 
Meritorious stamp w ritings are beam·ed ex­
clusively to a compa rat ively small circle of 
interested coll ectors. A philatelic auth or can 
supply very little emotion , ro mance or ex­
citement for his readers. Only occasionally 
can a sta mp issue have some co lorf ul back­
gro un d. 

On th e desk as thi s is w ritten are four 
recent but different philatelic publications. 
They a re divergent in many respects. Y et 
they all have a common bond. The differ­
ences are th at each is devoted to a specialty 
of phil ate ly r angi ng from th e ea rly 19th 
century down to th e most mode rn air mail s. 
F urth ermore, two contain some excellent 
philatelic resea rch, while the other two offer 
little phil atelic know ledge, and , what th ere 
is, can be doubted. The similarities are these. 
First of all , all four publications are hou se 
organs of American dealers which appear up­
on no regular schedule. But of far greater 
importance, each publication devotes a great 
deal of its space to personal attacks upon 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXII, N
other ph ilatelists. Each publication in order 
to discredit anoth er 's philatelic wri tings pro­
ceeds by a ttacking th e au th or r ath er th an 
the writing. Let us analyze this si tu ation. 

At th e outset it should be und erstood th at 
no philatelic wri ting, even th e most honored 
and respected, is perfect. Being a hum an 
end eavor, it cannot be free from fault. A 
mature author, acknowledging this axiom, 
app reciates the proper method to co rrect his 
mi stakes. In th e eyes of schol ars, this is 
through personal correspondence or contact 
between th e au th or and th e cri tic. With 
few exceptions, a cri tic has no license to 
voice hi s objections in print unless he him­
self has been att acked and needs to defend 
himself. But to criticize a writing by a 
personal a ttack in print upon the author de­
fies all th e rules of good scholarship. The 
meth od that such writings follow is that of 
th e political demagogue who blackens one's 
r eputation by smear, unsubstanti ated gossip 
and hearsay. The whole form of such writ­
ings in philately is deplorable. 

It is easy to correct an honest mistake. 
But what motivates the t actics of th ese fault 
finders who attack people rath er th an th eir 
writings? The reading of such condemn a­
tions discloses the basest motives of hatred 
and vindictiveness. These cavilers use the 
word "fact" in its loosest sense. It more 
closely resembles a most prejudicial opinion. 
The reader is detoured from scholarship into 
a mass of unintelligible babel. Logic is for-
O. 3 II I 



EDITORIALS 
gotten. Of course, some people love a fight. 
Anything controversial appeal s to them 
whether they understand the points at issue 
or not. So there will always be a small ele­
ment who will applaud this smear type of 
philatelic writing. The ca rper then chooses 
to mi sinterpret this as universal approval and 
usually pretends th at his mail is bulging w ith 
bouquets, giving him license to continue his 
diatribes. . 

What are the true consequences? The 
one criticized, if usually th e schola rly type, 
is completely mystified by th ese personal at­
t acks. H e is pained by th e manner in which 
one simple st atement has been distorted. H e 
is nettled by the wa rped logic which seizes 
upon one mistake, slight or not, as th e basis 
for a conclusion that th e entire study is 
reple te with errors and , th erefo re, completely 
unreliable. This is ou tright captiousness. 

It is t hese personal attacks, more th an any 
oth er cause, which make many hesi tant to 
write for philately. They reason with good 
common sense th at stamp collecting for th em 
offers relaxation and enj oyment. Why 
should th ey tread the paths where oth ers 
have become enmeshed in personal quarrels? 

The one criticized feels frustrated and 
helpless. His las t w ish is to indulge in pro­
longed a rgum ent w hich neve r culmin ates. 
He intelligently realizes th at any one, w ho 
would sling mud, also must become muddy. 
So he follows the only sensibl e cou rse. H e 
remains silent. But in this case silence i 
in no wise consent. 

These personal attacks are truly an evil 
for the hobby. Thei r most c ru el form is 
against th e deceased who have no chance to 
defend themselves. The sincere philatelist 
inquires, why clutter up an intended piece of 
scholarly writing with such irrelevancies? 
What harm can a dead man do, whether he 
m ade an honest mistake or a deliberate one? 
I s it because of the misconception that the 
evil that men do lives after them? The 
solution is simple. One need only set the 
record straight by offering the factu al evi­
dence without name calling. But the at­
tacker is so blinded by hatred th at he can­
not control his emotions. His rage is his 
undoing. Under the guise of self-defen se, 
he strains to pick out th e slightest fl aws, 
representing them with righteou s indignation 
as almost criminal perjury. Any argument 
112 THE CO
is detoured from academic discussion defeat­
ing its purpose. 

This matter has long been a serious topic 
of conversation among those interested in the 
welfare of phil ately. Silent courage and de­
termination have been the best weapons 
used so as to ward off these cavilers of per­
sons. Be:ause this type of writing has not 
receded or levelled off, as many hoped, but 
rather seems to have increased as evidenced 
by the afo rementioned four publications, 
therefore, this occasion has been chosen to 
bring th e matter into th e open. 

It should be ci ted that tru e to our convic­
ti ons abou t proper philatelic schola rship, no 
names have been mentioned. Since many are 
involved, not just one or two, th e problem 
has been discussed in thi s manner. 

The co nclusion is clear. The more of per­
sonalities injected into any philatelic \niting 
or publication, the less its m erit. It can be 
a "sweet little" gossip column where eve ry 
person is mentioned w ith compliments. Or, 
it can be th e most vicious personal at t ack 
by one philatelic stud ent upon another. Re­
member: th e more personalities, the less 
philate lic worth. H. M. G. 

The Danger of "Common 
Philately" 

In " th e Saturday Rev iew" for J anu ary 10, 

1953, Professo r J oseph Wood Krutch of Co­
lumbia U niversity has written a sea rching 
analys is of our times, w hich he called the 
Age of th e Common Man. H e joins such 
distinguished educators and authors as Dr. 
Bern ard Iddings Bell in disapproving of the 
trend of modern ed ucation and current west­
ern culture towards the glorification of the 
st ati stic al me an and the average individual. 
Our m ass education of today t akes the 
ave r age norm as the st andard. Excellence of 
mind or achievement is now being measured 
aga inst the statistical ave rage of th e group 
rather th an against th e criteria of th e actu al 
accomplishment. This is a natur al ou tgrowth 
of our progress tow ards the goal of th e so­
ciali stic State, the leveling of all thought and 
achievement down to th e norm of the group 
average without rega rds to its whole compo­
s1t10n. The exaltation of the norm, or as 
Dr. Krutch phrases it, "The Common De-
LLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXll, NO. 3 



ED IT O RI ALS 
nomin ator", is th e most dangerous mani fes t a­
tion of th e in adequ acy of our educational sys­
tem. It undoubtedly represents th e begin­
ning of th e decay of our civ ilizat ion in that 
it instills into our yo uth a f ear of deviating 
fr om th e standard of th e gr oup. When this 
fea r of devi a tion becomes st ronge r , the urge 
to accomplishment, the urge to excel, w hich 
has marked to such a great degree th e Ameri­
can way of life, w ill die of strangul at ion. 
The dea th of th is urge w ill mean the loss of 
kn owledge and an eventu al reversion to the 
D ark Ages. W es tern C ulture w ill be back 
to where it began, and anoth er culture w ill 
then t ake its place. The cycle of evolution 
w ill be completed . 

W e are interes ted, however, w ith only one 
ma ni fes tation of th is fea r of deviation, th at 
which is becoming all too appa rent in st amp 
co ll ecti ng. We have al ways beli eved in th e 
right of the individual to pu rsue ph il a tely 
\\'ithou t regard to social or grou p pressure. 
That is, of course, unless our hobby was one, 
\\'hich was ini mical to th e structure of So­
cie ty, such as robbing banks or collecting th e 
left ear of each person to wh om we talked 
fo r mo re th an fiv e minutes. I n th e past few 
years th ere has devel oped a powerful group 
in philately w hich is exerting pressu1·e within 
t he realm of collect ors to reduce stamp col­
lect ing t o a statistical norm . Th e main 
weapon of t his socialistic gr oup is the use of 
rid icule, th e ironic epith et, and, in some cases, 
dow nright slander. The aim of th is group is 
to el imin ate fro m th e body of st amp col­
lectors those pe rsons whose intellectu al 
achievement is supe r io r to th at of th e group, 
the ones w hose ed ucational st and ar ds are 
above those of th e gro up. The sadd est part 
of thi s commenta ry is th at in some cases th e 
pressure has been success ful. 

Abraham Lincoln is c redited w ith h aving 
coined th e ph rase, "God must have loved th e 
Common Man, H e m ade so m any of th em" . 
Yet President Lincoln is a supreme example 
of th e Common Man w ho rose above the 
norm to become our best exampl e of the 
U ncommon M an. The spirit th a t impelled 
L incoln to rise from th e humbl e log cabin 
to the Presid ency of this Nation was not his 
belief in conformity. It w as a sense of driv­
ing urge to excel , to rise above th e "Com­
mon Denomin ator" . It was the sp1nt of a 
m an w ithout fea r except th a t of G od. 
T H E COLLECTORS CLU B PHILAT ELIST, VOL. xxxn , 
The motiv at ion fo r the es tablishment of a 
group norm is th at of fright. M an fe ars 
that w hich he does not understand. Th at 
applies to natur al phenomen a as well as to 
oth er men. Those who have adv anced be­
yond th e gr asp of knowledge of the ignor­
ant a re fea red by th ose who cannot under­
stand th em. This dread created by a l ack 
of und erstanding, leads the Common M an to 
attempt to dr ive the U ncommon M an out of 
th e group. Thus th e group is deprived of 
th e knowledge and example of th e natur al 
leade rs. 

There is also anoth er type of fe ar , that of 
being exposed. This emotion is held by those 
who know a littl e more than the aver age of 
th e grou p, but not enough to be cl assed 
among th e U ncommon. These are the men 
fo r w hom a l ittle learn ing becomes a danger­
ous thing, beca use th ey have built a r eputa­
t ion aro un d a little knowledge. When th ey 
come in contac t wi th th e real student, th e 
perso n whose intell ect is vas tly superior , the 
fea r of bei ng exposed fo r th e frau ds th ey 
a re, beco mes a consuming fi re. Th is causes 
them to attack th e supe rior mind wi th a 
vituper ative fe rocity w hich is seldom equalled. 
They hope th a t the sound of th eir braying 
w ill drive off th e lion. 

The intellectu al in depend ence of th e phil a­
telic stud ent w ill always stand ou t above th e 
mass of th e collectors. The thirst fo r 
knowledge r ath er th an accumul at ion of 
st amps w ill continue to ma rk the ph ilatelist. 
The stu dent, w hile being awa re of th e 
press ure to confo rm to the average, w ill still 
seek to rise above th e group. H e is urged to 
asse rt th e independ ence of th ought and cl ari­
ty of intellect. Th at is th e m ark of th e 
true stud ent. 

In phil ately today we are face d w ith a 
dangerous pressure to conform to the aver­
age. In volume, the ave r age collects mean­
inglessly, like th e m agpie collects bright ob­
jects. The average of our group may be th e 
la tes t commemoratives of the United Sta tes 
on cacheted fi rst day covers, or pretty pic­
tures on labels that seldom saw postal use 
or se rved a postal need. Whatever th e 
norm, one must strive to rise above it , to ex­
cel. Build in philately that bright sta r le ad­
ing to th e gates of tru e understanding. Do 

(Continued on P age 158 ) 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Newfoundland Air Mails 1919-1939, by 
C. H. C. H armer and R . E. R. Dalwick. 
176 pp. , 87 illu str ations and 5 maps. Cloth 
bound. (Available in the United States by 
H . R. H armer, Inc. , 32 East 57th Street, 
New Y ork 22, N. Y. at $2.75 post-free). 

Without attempting to appear boastful , 
this reviewer believes th at he ranks as one of 
the le ad ing students of Newfoundland air 
mail st amps in th e Un ited States, having 
written many ar ticles about some of these 
stamps for philatelic publications. Conse­
qu ently, it is his opinion th at no one but these 
two British authors, H armer and D alwick, 
could begin to approach the thorough excel­
lence of this newest book. I ts appearance 
has been anticip ated for many years. The 
product is another proof of th e virtue of 
patience. 

This book is ve ry fine for many reasons, 
but befo re mentioning them, some remarks 
about th e authors will help to evaluate this 
work. Both Messrs. Harmer and D alwick 
were close to th e scene of Newfoundland 
and its st amps during th e 1919-39 decades. 
Mr. H arm er, as th e son of H. R. Harmer , 
one of Brita in 's leading stamp dealers and 
auctioneers, handled much of this materi al. 
In th e philatelic weeklies of the 1920's, one 
fi nd s both H armer and D alwick notices re­
garding th e sales of these st amps. Others 
never had nor ever will have access to the 
sources at the disposal of th ese authors. 

But since th e st art of philately, many other 
keen philatelists figuratively grew up with a 
cer tain group of stamps. But this great store 
of knowledge was liquidated when they 
passed on. So it is an exception that two so 
thoroughly well versed on the subj ect should 
take the time and trouble to record perma­
nently their knowledge. 

The end result of all this is to place the 
interested collector in a st ate of ecstacy (an 
emotion th at philately allows all too seldom) . 
If thi s book has any faults (as all human 
endeavo rs must have), th ey are of such a 
minor nature th at any mention would be 
pure captiousness. 

The asse ts of this book are its careful 
planning together wi th its uniform and co-
THE COL
herent presentation. Many other philatelic 
wo rks of great scholarship present the ma­
teri al in such diso rd er that the reader almost 
requires a guid e to have him follow the 
auth or. Each Newfoundland stamp is dis­
cussed with th e same pattern. The reader 
will not become confu sed . But of the utmost 
importance is th e fund of knowledge con­
ta ined, much of it published for th e first 
time. In add ition each item is treated com­
prehensively from th e origin al th ought of th e 
issue with th e first rough artists' sketches and 
ea rly postal notices right down to a learned 
discussion of any counterfeits or oth er af ter­
maths. 

Many of th e ea rl ier st amps, especially most 
of th e present rare ones, have been viewed 
differently in th e past by various au th ors. 
The consequ ence was at times hot and heavy 
controversy. This book presents many fac ts 
(and perhaps an equal number of opinions) 
backed up by the pertinent documentation . 
The inaccurate writers are treated politely 
but firm ly as instanced by the passage on 
page 145 on the cont roversial "W ayzata 
Stamp" quoted as follows: " In recent yea rs 
an a ttempt has been made to revive th e 
argument on its st atus, and in th e W eekly 
Philat elic Gossip of June 18, 1949, Mr. L. S. 
Clark gives much information, but equally 
omits some, and comes to conclu sions not 
supported by known facts." 

A nother ste rling asse t in this book is the 
illustrations. The book is lavish wi th them. 
There are many photos of certain copies of 
th e st amps never seen before, some not even 
known here as in existence, wh ich are very 
impressive. Furthermore, th e coll a ter al pho­
tos of th e avi ators, airplanes or persons con­
nected wi th th e special air post st amps hum­
anizes this book so th at its appeal should go 
beyond th at of the st amp collector. For in­
stance, all th e illustr ations about " Hawker" 
mail a re of great historical interest. 

By this time, any reader knows exactly 
this reviewe r 's opinion, so further comments 
would be superfluous. About the only ones 
w ho would write about Newfoundl and air 
st amps in th e future , would be those who "pi­
rated" from this book. And as is custom-
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXII, NO. 3 
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ary with that kind of writer, he probably 
won't be able even to copy accura tely. 

THE story of the air mail stamps of New­
foundland has been written and is at last 
on the record . "Bien fait" ! 

H.M. G. 

The Complete Guide to Stamp Collecting. 
By P rescott H. T horp. New York, 1953, 
Minkus Publications Inc., and Grosset & 
Dunlap. I 7 5 pp., cloth, $2.00. 

In reviewing a book by a friend , and one 
w hose ability and knowledge he es teems, the 
temptation is great to overpraise, or else to 
dwell unreasonably on minor shortcomings 
of author or publisher. Ne ither procedure 
is in order for "P ep" Thorp's new book. 

This is th e firs t introductory book pub­
lished in this country for ten years. Also, 
it is the first written by one primarily a 
dealer and writer on stamps, rather than a 
collector. Thus it presents matters as they 
have been seen in serving many hundreds of 
collectors. 

The content included is well brought up to 
date, covering most of what th e beginner or 
one young in th e hobby wants or needs to 
know. Factual st atements can be relied on, 
save for three very minor details. We can­
not but wond er if the details of plate mak­
ing for line-engraved stamps, and all the 
matter on how paper is m ade, a re really in 
place. This reviewer would have liked more 
about how to use the catalog, and something 
abou t st amp auctions, on th e basis of his 
knowledge of younger collecto rs' difficulties. 

The book is properly made, wi th type, 
leading, etc. conforming to P atterson & Tink­
er's canons for ease of reading. The illus­
tra tions are well chosen, largely new, and 
up to date. Barr ing a few minor proofread­
ing errors of a l aughable sor t, no fl aws were 
noticed. The book is stylistically acceptable: 
easy to read , clear and entertaining. 

S. G. R. 

Postage Stamps as Propaganda by Carlos 
Stoetzer. Publisher, Public Affairs Press, 
Washington, D. C. P aperbound. 27pp. $r.oo. 

Most philatelists interested in this cen­
tury's stamps have been conscious th at many 
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of the newer ones have been issued mostly 
not for postal but for propaganda purposes. 
This booklet summarizes this trend , present­
ing in an orderly fashion the various aims 
behind such issues. Starting with Tourist 
propaganda, the author treats in this order 
Cultural, Economic, Religious, Communist, 
Nationalist, Political propagand a. Then he 
touches upon Symbolic Devices, Friendship 
Stamps, Propaganda Efficacy and Propagand a 
on Cancell ations. 

The field of such stamps is so vast that 
this booklet does not come near completeness. 
Nevertheless, the examples given were well 
chosen so that the author has proven his 
point. The line of demarcation between 
propaganda and regul ar postage stamps is 
not always easy to draw. Sometimes a design 
depicting a country's ruler can be viewed as 
symbolic w hile oth ers might attach an adver­
t ising motive to th e selection of this design. 

The author draws one conclusion with 
w hich we disagree. H e believes th at only 
widely used denominations such as a 3-cent 
stam p serve propaganda purposes ruling out 
a $s .oo stamp w hich he thinks is seldom 
used. To disprove this, one need only com­
pare the unused and used price of our cur­
ren t $.s.oo stamp. With so much heavy­
weight commercial mail presently being dis­
patched all ove r the world by airmail, th ere 
is a great need for high denominations; in 
fac t higher ones th an now issued are needed. 
Such stamps will car ry a message far more 
effectively beyond a country 's borders than 
th e 3-cent st amps used mostly on domestic 
mail. 

This booklet is provocative in that it has 
presented for the first time one of the rea­
sons for issu ing stamps. It introduces a 
subject which long needed attention. The 
theme has been developed effectively in a 
terse m anner. Following students can de­
velop this much more fully by delving deeper 
into th e philatelic side. But even the con­
se rvative ph il atelist, the student of classic 
stamps, should read this booklet to see how 
fa r philately has grown in concept since the 
first period of st amps in the 19th Century. 
W e we re pleased to see that the angle to 
st amps other than postal needs has finally 
been publicized. 

H.M.G. 
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BooK REVI EWS 
Postage Stamps of Israel-Handbook & 
Catalogue 1953. 138 pages. By : I. Hey­
mann & M. P ertzelan. Published by I. 
Heymann , 61, Allenby Rd. , P. 0. B. 4278, 
Tel Aviv, I srael. Clothbound. Price $3.70 
(Available in U . S. A. from P enny Black 
Stamp Co., 116 assau St., New York, 
N. Y .) 

This new add ition to the handbooks on the 
stamps of I srael is well illustrated and well 
printed . The text is in English and Hebrew. 

The book is divided into three sections 
viz: the Interim P eriod, the Doar Iuri ( He­
brew Post ) st amps and fin ally the definitive 
issues of I srael. 

The authors have explained in detail th e 
numerous temporary stamps issued during 
that period from the end of th e British Ad­
ministration until the first I srael postage 
stamps appeared. 

T here is a listing of th e Post Offices th at 
fu nctioned during the Interim P eriod, illus­
trations of the overprints used on the num­
erous J ewish National Fund stamps and 
much detail on the pl ate varieties, papers, 
special cancellations, and perforation varie­
ties found on these issues. 

As th e authors have pointed out in th e 
introduction , much new information has been 
found since this catalogue was first pub­
lished in October 1952. This w ill be in­
cluded in future ed itions as well as a revi­
sion of the catalogue prices shown. This is, 
howeve r, a book th at th e specialist in th e 
stamps of I srael wi ll find interesting and 
instructive. 

Albert H . Higgins 

U. P. U. SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVER­
SARY ISSUES. By Marian Carne Zins­
meister. Van D ahl Publications, Inc., Al­
bany, Oregon. 54pp. Paper-bound. 7 5c. 

This is a good popular book on a popular 
philatelic specialty. The many issues for the 
diamond jubilee of th e U. P. U. has fasci­
nated collectors all over the world, many of 
w hom took these st amps up as a specialty. 
Their appeal, of course, is to the less ma­
ture philateli st. That is the worth of this 
book. It offers such collectors th e more im­
portant data in a practical and concise form. 
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The information th erein is quite accurate. 
The author has a tendency, however, to be 
too objective about some of th e more contro­
versial items. It is not too difficult in pres­
ent-d ay phil a tely for questionable issues to 
appear on the phil atelic m arket and then re­
ce ive a later blessing from a postal official 
who was connected wi th th e scheme. This 
unfortunately happened w ith some of these 
U. P. U. items. 

Books like th ese do much to stimulate a 
healthy interest in th e hobby. It is a good 
idea to iss ue an inexpensive handbook on the 
current specialties when th ey are new and 
popular. The troubl e has been that most 
such pas t w ritings are too superficial, inac­
cu rate, badly written and poorly illustrated. 
This cannot be said abou t this U. P . U. 
booklet. It was written, planned and pub­
lished with care. 

H.M.G. 

Billig's Philatelic Handbook , Volume IV. 
Second revised Edi tion, Jamaica, N. Y., 
1952. Published by F. Fritz Billig, 168-39 
Highland Avenue, Jamaica 32, N. Y. 207 
p. Price $4.00. 

In this second and revised ed ition the pub­
li sher repeats a compilation of various mute 
and fa ncy types of classical and later United 
Stat es ca11cellat io11s. This materi al, obvious­
ly coll ected ted iously from hundreds of 
earlier articles spread ove r dozens of periodi­
cals and hundreds of volumes of the Ameri­
can phil atelic press, contains ancho rs, dia­
monds, stars, figures and heads, single let­
ters etc. in an amazing variety w ith an 
abund ance of illustr ations. 

Then follows a th orough cataloging of 
Australia by Wm. H. Buckley, librarian and 
Expertizer of the Society of Australasian 
Specialists. This work alone may be con­
sidered a pilot diges t of this highly intricate 
specialty in which so many listings already 
have been attempted. The new listing cov­
ers "only" 141 pages, embracing postage, and 
oth er st amps, first fligh ts, locals, and Aus­
tr alasian E xpress issues. It is also accom­
panied by generously enlarged photos of va­
rieties and imprints, drawings, essays and 
t ables. 

(Continued on P age 158) 
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VENEZUEL A 

T he First Issue 

By C. W. WICKERSHAM 

Fig. 1 Enlargement of the three denominations. Fine Impression, showing de ta ils of design . 

( Ph oto by Boutrelle) 
For many years our leadi ng catalog listed 
the first issue of Venezuela wi thout dis tinc­
tion between the two main printings. In re­
cent years, however, the change was made, 
and th e catalog now conforms to th e classifi­
cation long made by Gibbons and recognized 
by all se rious collectors. It is a fortun ate 
time, th erefo re, to review th e fi rst stamps 
of Venezuela, to show the reasons fo r th e 
change, and to reco rd some of th e l ater dis­
cove ries th at add interest to th e study and 
enjoyment of these early classics. 

U ntil the H all and Fulcher a rticles, w hich 
began to appear in "The London Phil ateli st" 
in September, 1918, there was a paucity of 
philatelic literature on th e postage stamps of 
the country. These articles were the first 
really great contribution to the study of these 
adhesives. They have been a chief source of 
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knowledge since th ei r publication. There is, 
however, still roo m fo r further information 
on many points, and a fresh exposition should 
be helpful to stud ents. 

The true first issue contained three denomi­
nations-a media r eal in orange or yellow, 
an 1111 real in blue, and a dos reales in dull 
rose or red. This iss ue is known as the Fine 
Impression. It was followed by a second 
issue of th e same values with a dividing line 
between th e stamps and with other differences 
in th e printing. This issue is known as the 
Coa rse Impression . 

The stamps are small in size, and the usu­
al narrow m argins make them leok even 
smaller. They a re lithographed and imper­
fo rate. The dimensions a re about 190 -20 
mm. x 130 mm. This m ay be compared 
w ith th e measurements of our current U. S. 
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TH E FIRS T S S UE O F V ENEZUELA 
stamps of th e 1938 regul ar issue, w hich are 
2 2 0 mm. x 19 mm. 

The des ign is a central shield or coat of 
a rms w ith horns of plenty above and a t ablet 
w ith th e word LIBE RTAD in very sm all let­
ters. Sprays or frond s curve upward s fro m 
the t ablets end s and bann ers w ave beneath. 
A bove th e horn s of plenty are th e w ords 
"CORREO D E - VE N EZU ELA" and at 
th e bottom th e value. These w ords are in 
w hite on a colored background , while th e 
wo rd LIBE RT AD is in color on a w hite 
background. (F ig. r) . 

1859 was th e year w hen th e fi rs t issue 
appeared. Evid ence of th e exact date of 
issue is scanty, as we shall see. The medio 
real of th e coarse impression in yellow was 
issued in th e same yea r. The medio real 
or ange and th e oth er denomin ations of th e 
coa rse impression did not appea r until later . 

Both issues are said to have been printed 
by M essrs. L essman & L ane at Caracas. The 
author ity fo r this statement is th e catalog of 
" th e P os tage Stamps of Venezuela" by C . R . 
Saldivia, which appeared in 19 15. (No te 1) . 
It was th ought th at his st atement should be 
accepted, as being most likely to have been 
de rived from an offi cial source. (Note 2). 
But hea rsay statements are not evid ence, and 
no co rroborative proof has been found to 
support th e asse rtion either of th e location 
or th e name of th e tru e printer . W e find 
no imprints or reco rd s to help us. 

The descriptions of th e issues as "Fine" 
and "Coarse" are unfortunate. But since 
th ey have survived for many years, it is 
probably too late to change th em. The most 
noticeable difference is in the dividing l ine or 
lines th at separate the stamps of th e coarse 
impression in all denomin ations. E ven in the 
case of single st amps, some portion of the 
dividing line can be seen in the great m a­
jority of cases. There are other differences, 
w hich will be discussed la ter. 

The colors chosen for the stamps are said 
to be those of the national V enezuel an flag­
yellow, blu e, and red. Aside from the fact 

Note I : See H all & Fulcher, The London Philate­
list, September, 1 9 1 8, p. 21 0. 

N otc 2: Op. cit. 
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th a t th e shades in w hich th e st amps were 
printed are gener ally different from th ose of 
th e national colors, w hich also are decorated 
wi th a cluster of w hite st ars in th e center, and 
a colored coat of a rms in th e upper lef t , there 
is no evidence kn own to th e w riter th at th ese 
colors w ere chosen because of th e fl ag. A 
cove r wi th th e three values so arr anged as 
to present th e appearance of th e fl ag is 
known, bu t this has not been examined and 
th e w riter has no info rm ation as to its 
history. 

The Fine Impression 

Prin t ing. An ea rl y theory was to the ef­
fect th at the stamps of th e fi ne imp ress ion 
we re engraved and th ose of th e coa rse im­
pression we re lithogr aphed. Some credence 
might be given to thi s idea because of th e 
r ath er fla t and ro ugh appea rance of th e later 
issue, w hen contr as ted w ith th e clea rer, clean­
er lines of th e fi r st iss ue. It is gener ally ac­
cepted now, howeve r, th at both issues we re 
lithographed. P robably this was done in 
Ca racas, as printing elsewhere has neve r 
been proved, and th e subsequent regular is­
sues, all of w hich we re lithographed , a re 
either known or bel ieved to have been print­
ed th ere until th e engraved issue of 1882. 

From 1866 to 1880, th e majo ri ty of th e 
stamps of V enezuela we re printed by Felix 
R asco, at Ca racas . It is possible th at he was 
also th e printer of earlier issues or some of 
th em. Against this th eo ry is th e fac t th at 
in most of his printings, his name w ill be 
found on th e sheet. F ull sheets of th e fi r st 
and second issues have no imprint. This 
fac t militates against R asco as th e printer . 
On the whole , we must say th a t th e names 
of th e printers a re not surely known, but 
may have been L essman & L ane, C a racas, as 
st ated by Sold avi a. 

There w as one setting of each denomination 
of th e fin e impressions, in sheets of 100 
stamps, rox ro. ( Figs. 2 and 4). 

S hades : D espite the fact th at there w as 
only one setting of each denomination of the 
fin e impression , there are some differences in 
the colors or shades. Evidently the ink mix­
ture was changed a number of times. 
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THE FIRST ISSUE OF VENEZUELA 
Fig. 2 Full sheet of the Medio Real, Fine Impression. 
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THE FI RST ISS UE OF VENEZUELA 
Fi g. 3 Block of 19 of the 1 Real, Fine Impression. 
The most common shade of the medio real 
is a bright orange, often of a light shade­
almos t like a bright golden orange. How­
ever, two full shee ts show a slight variation 
of shade, all th e stamps of one being notice­
ably of a ligh ter and brighter color than 
those of the othe r. Used stamps show a 
r ange from light to yellow orange to a 
s lightly darker orange. None have been seen 
th at have th e red orange shade of the coarse 
impression. The differences between all the 
orange stamps of th e fine impression a re not 
very great. 

The medio real yellow is much r arer. No 
full shee t has been seen-nothing larger than 
a block of eight. The shade is a plain yel­
low, giving a r ather flat apeparance. While 
rare in this color , the st amps must have been 
in use for an app reci able time, as copies 
have been seen with several different types 
of cancell ation. 

The one real blue varies from a rather 
deep blue to a dark blue. In all cases the 
appea rance of the st amps is lighter th an the 
actu al color. This is because a la rge por­
tion of th e surf ace is composed of thin ve rti­
cal lines alte rn ately blue and white. Also 
th e w hite background of th e lower part of 
the shield and of the horse's fl ank, as well as 
the label and decorations, detract from the 
impression of deep color. It is principally 
by examining the background of th e main 
labels th at the color can be accu rately gauged. 
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In so me cop ies there is slight over-inking, 
giving an appea ranee more nearly approach­
ing the true deep co lor of the ink. 

Two shades of the 2 reales have been rec­
ognized-dull rose and red. A better de­
sc ription for th e former is dull rose red. 
Some copies are not noticeably dull. Those 
on dark brown gum seem to be more dull in 
appearance th an oth ers. The r are st amps on 
blue or g ree nish paper have a different ap­
pearance-mo re of a red rose, and are darker 
than the ord in ary stamps. Probably this is 
due to th e color of the paper. 

The shades of th e 2 reales red vary slightly. 
Some are a rather ligh t red, w hile others are 
sl igh tly deeper. Two full sheets examined 
are practically th e same and must have been 
printed a t about the same time. 

Paper. The stamps were normally print­
ed on plain white wove paper. Copies of all 
denominations are known, however, on thin 
paper. The one real exists also on pelure. 
An unused and a used copy are in the writ­
er 's co llection . They are very rare. 

The colo red paper varieties present a 
quand ary. Were th ey proofs or genuine is­
sues? A horizontal pair of the medio real 
yellow on bluish paper in th e writer's collec­
tion is believed to be a proof. The gum is 
thin and light colored , quite different from the 
darker gum found on many of the ordinary 
stamps. It is more like the gum on many 
copies of the two other denominations. 
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THE FIRST ISSUE OF VENEZUELA 
Fig. 4 Full sheet of the 2 reales, red , Fine Impression. 
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THE F IRST ISSUE OF VENEZUELA 
The 2 reales is found on yellowish, blue 
and green ish pape rs. The two las t named are 
difficult to tell apart. Of three copies ex­
amined, two have thick brown gum, and one 
has none. It seems probable that a few were 
issued. They are extremely rare. 

Date of Issue: It has always been assumed 
th at th e firs t issue came ou t early in 1859. 
This is based on a positive statement by a 
co rrespondent of Moens made in 1863 to the 
effect th at the date of issue was J anuary 1, 

I 859. It has been said that it is much more 
likely to be correct th an later assertions un­
supported by tangible evidence. Of course, 
th is is pu re hearsay and not evidence. Early 
asser tions without proof are not much more 
valuable than later asse rtions also w ithout 
proof. ( Note 3). 

There arc fo ur covers in the wri ter 's col­
lection dated in 18-9, and one of these is 
da ted April 26 of that year, which is the 
ea rli es t date that has been seen. This cover 
(a fo lded letter) is addressed to Caracas 
from La Guaira and is franked w ith two 
0 real orange singles, each cancelled w ith 
a black numer al "8". The letter is com­
plete, being dated at L a Guaira April 26, 
1859, in manuscr ipt, w ritten on the inside. 
The other three covers are all fr anked with 
th e 2 r eales dull rose or red, fin e impression. 
The Venezuela cancellations are not dated. 
(Na te 4). But two of the letters a re ad­
dressed to Marseilles and one to Bordeaux, 
and all three show French da ted postmarks of 
Calais. These dates are June 16, August 31, 
and D ecember 22, all in 1859. (No te 5) . 
The letters were, of course, mailed earlier, 
as the sea voyage intervened between the 
dates of m ail ing in Venezuela and of a rrival 
in Europe. The fir st lette r is dated inside 
in manuscript at La Guair a, May 23. The 
second is not complete, but contains an entry 
showing th at it was dated at Caracas, Aug­
ust 8, and received September r. The third 
letter is complete, being dated in manusc ript 
a t Caracas, November 24, 1859. 

Note 3: See H all & Fulcher, The London Philate­
li st, Sept., 1918, P. 210; citing Timbre-Poste, vol. I 
(1863), p. 51. 

Note 4: One is a numeral, while others are both 
the Caracas Oval with Loops. 

No te 5 : See photo 7. 
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It is safe to say that the 0 real was in 
use by about April 26, and the 2 reales about 
May 23, 1859. Hall & Fulcher record May 
9, 1859, for th e 1 real. These issues were 
followed by the coarse impressions later in 
1859 and in I86o. No proof has been seen 
that th e stamps of the fine impression were 
issued in January. But their existence be­
fore th e coa rse impression stamps is sup­
ported by the known dates of use, as well 
as the fac t th at th e average known dates of 
use are earlier th an the average known dates 
of use of th e other issue. 

The da tes for th e fine impression stamps, 
including those given by H all & Fulcher, and 
th ose examined by th e writer , a re as follow : 

0 real 1859; April (26 ) 
1860; March 

1 real 1859; May 9. 
1860; June 8, July 19, July 27 , 

August 3, August 13. 
1861; February, April 27, May 7, 

July 22, September 15, October 22. 

1862; February, July 21 , Septem­
ber 19. 

2 reales 1859; May (23), August (8), No­
vember (24) . 

1860; July 7, April 12, November 7. 

Comparable dates for the coa rse impression, 
except for the 0 real, yellow (November 
and December, 1859, and many in 1860 and 
1861) average later. 

Separation and Varieties. All th e early 
st amps of Venezuela were issued imperfo­
rate. None of th e general issues were per­
forated before I 880. Unofficial perforations 
a re occas ionally seen, but there are none 
known of th e first issue. 

The blue and green paper va rieties have 
been described. There is a very sligh t trans­
fer fo ld known in th e 2 reales. This is 

' o. 52 on th e sheet. The top lef t co rner is 
bent downwards. There is also a fl aw 
known on o. 83 of th e sheet of the I real. 
The first "E" of "VENEZ UELA" appears 
as a squ are figure 8, the end s of the hori­
zontal lines being joined. 

The writer has in his collection, as par t 
of th e partial reconstruction of the sheet of 

· the l real , a block of 19, composed of the 
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Fig. 5 No. 83 in sheet of the real, f ine im­
pressi on, 18 59, showing flaw in first " E" of 
" VENEZUELA" . An enlargement of the por­
tion of the stamp with th is flaw is shown at 
the right. 

two bottom hor izontal rows (less one stamp ) 
w ith side and bottom margins. The fl aw 
shows plainly on th e third st amp of the top 
row of this block. T here is also a used 
s ingle in the collection showing th e fl aw­
so it is possible th at it is constant. 

Bisects a re known of th e two higher de­
nomin ations. It is by no means proven th at 
ce rtain bisects on small piece th at a re some­
times seen a re genuine. A di agonal bisect 
of th e 2 reales, tied w ith a black " O " on the 
front of a cover to Ma racaibo, now in th e 
wri ter 's coll ection, is believed to be genu ine. 
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(F ig. 6). So is a ver tical bisect of the 2 

reales, also t ied w ith a black "O " on a fo lded 
letter to Maracaibo, in the same collect ion. 
Both were used at Me rid a, and both have 
every indicat ion of genuine use. 

Quantities issued. W e have no info rma­
t ion as to the amounts issued, but judging 
fro m th e small qu antities avail able today in 
dealers' stocks, they could not have been very 
great . O ne would expect that th e 2 reales 
would have been pr inted in smaller quanti­
ties th an th e other values, but apparently this 
was not so. The H all collection contained 
complete sheets of th e y;; real and 2 reales, 
and a pa rti ally reconstructed one of the I 

real, w hich appears to be much r arer th an 
the oth er two. In th e w riter 's collection 
th ere are two full sheets of the y;; real , and 
one hund red and one additional st amps, in­
cluding the yellow shades, used and unused. 
There is a partially reconstructed sheet of 
the I real ( 93 stamps) and fo rty-five addi­
tional st amps. There are two full sheets of 
th e 2 reales and one hundred and one addi­
tional st amps.. (No te 6). It has been our 
experi ence th at H all & F ulcher are correct 
in say ing th at th e I real is r a rer th an the 

No te 6: The comp utations of additional stamps in­
clude pairs, strips, and blocks, and stamps on cover. 
The co unt is based on the number of stamps. 
I 
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Fig. 6 Diagonal bisect of the 2 reales on cove r from Merida. 
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THE FIRST ISSUE OF VENEZUELA 
Fig. 7 Numeral 3 lf2 used as a cancellation on the 2 reales, fine impression. 
o th er denomin ation. No full sheet of the 
l r eal is known to the writer. 

Cancellations. When st amps were first is­
sued in Venezuela, there were few cancelling 
devices avail able. In fact, as late as the 
First Escuelas Issues of 1871 to 1876, only a 
small number of towns seem to have h ad 
them. They were in existence, however, 
hand stamps for st amping weight or r ate num­
erals on mail of the pre-stamp period . A 
few other postmarks were in use at Caracas, 
La Guaira, Porto Cabello and one or two 
other towns. With the advent of st amps, 
new cancelling devices began to appear, but 
the older postmarks continued in use, some 
of th em for as long as twenty years. The 
cancel varieties found on th e first issue in­
clude both new and old, some of both being 
used at th e same post office. 

For convenience we are giving designations 
to th e different cancell ations found on these 
st amps. 
THE CO
CA I. The Nu merals. The weight or rate 
ma rks are by no means uncommon as can­
cell at ions. Their use became less frequent 
with th e yea rs and fina lly dwindled away 
about r 880. They a re found on all values 
of the fi ne impression. 

The following numerals are known on the 
st amps: 

Black : o, ,Y:!, y,l, l, 2, 2X, 2,Y:!, 3, 3,Y:! (Fig. 7), 
4, 5, 6, 7, 8. 

Blue: o, 8. 
Red: o. 

CA 2. The L arge Double Circle. The La 
Guaira (FRANCA), in black, of the pre­
st amp period is known used as a cancellation 
on the medio real on cover to Caracas. 
(Note 8). 

Note 8: This is the large double circle mark (two 
concentric groups of circle s) with the words "COR­
R EO DE VENEZUELA" between the main circles 
and the town name and the words "FR ANCA" or 
"DEBE" in two lines in the center. 
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Fig. 8 La Guaira cancellation (CA 3a ) on Medio Real on cover. 
CA 3. New T own Cancell ations. 
a. L a Gu aira concentric circles. These 

cancell ations have a di ameter of about 26 mm. 
The inner ring, which is abo ut 5 mm. inside 
the outer r ing, is thinner th an th e latter. 
Between th e circles are th e wo rd s "COR­
R E O S - LA GUAIRA", whil e th e . month 
and day appear in th e center. The cancella­
tion is fo und on all three values of the issue. 
The color is blue or bl ack (F ig. 8) . 

b. Ca racas Concentric C ircles . The diame­
ter is slightly la rge r th an th e similar L a 
G uaira ma rk. Between th e two ri ngs a re 
th e wo rds "CORREOS CARACAS". 
T here are two small 5-pointed sta rs between 
the wo rds, one on each side . T he month and 
day a re in th e center. The color is usually 
black, bu t is also known in blue and red . 

c. Same as b, but w ithout month or day 
in center. (Fig. 9) . Th is m ay be an error. 

d. Caracas Oval wi th L oops. T he oval is 
abou t 31 mm. long and 15 to 15Yz mm. w ide. 
T he inn er oval contains the wo rd "CARAC­
AS". The space between th e two is filled 
wi th 20 loops. ( Fig. IO) The cance ll a tion 
is known in black. It is a lso fo un d in blue 
and in red. 
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e. Valencia str aight-line. This is the most 
important of th e ea rly cancell ations, as it 
consist s of the wo rd "VALE NC IA'" in capi­
t als, the month and day, and th e year, in three 
pa rallel black lines. As an instance of its 
value to th e student, it is this cancell ation, 
dated in 1859, th a t shows th at th e medio 
real yellow, coa rse impression, was issued in 
1859, and not in 1860. A pair in the w riter 's 
collection has th e V alencia straightline can­
cell ation dated November 30, 1859, and an­
other pair is da ted D ecember 6, 1859. (Fig. 
1 l) This cancella tion was commonly used 
in 1860 and 186 1. 

Fig. 9 Caracas ca ncellation (CA 3c ) on pair 
of the V2 real. 
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ii 

~~/~;;,~~:r 
Fig. 10 Caracas Loop cancellation on 2 rea les. 
CA 4. Six-pointed Star. The sta r is not 
uncommon. It has been found in black on 
st amps of the fine impression , especially th e 
l real. (Fig. 12) It is also found in blue 
on st amps of the coa rse impression. It is 
sometimes solid and sometimes only in out­
line. 

Fig . 11 Valencia straight-line cancellation on 
pair of the l;2 rea l, ye ll ow, coa rse impression . 
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CA 5. FRANCA Oval. (Fig. 13) This 
oval consists of three oute r lines set close 
toge th er and su r rounding th e word FRANCA 
in capi t a l letters. It has been seen in red 
on th e Y, real orange . The major axis ap­
pea rs to be abou t 21 mm. In oth er words, th e 
oval is abou t as long as th e stamp is high, 

Fi g. 13 FRANCA Oval on V2 rea l, fine im­
pression . 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX ll , NO. 3 



THE FIRST IssuE OF VENEZUELA 
Fi g. 12 Si x-pointed Stars on pair of the l real , fine impressi on, on cover. 
or slightly longe r. 
not appea r on th e 
been examin ed, so 
cannot be given. 

The upper portion does 
only specimen th a t has 

th e compl ete descri ption 

Fig . 14 8-Rayed Crysanthemum on Y2 real , 
fine impression. 
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Cd 6. 8-Raye d Chrys anth emum . ( Fig. 14) 
This mark consists of eight heavy, broad tri­
angul a r rays in bl ack. 

CA 7. 5-Leafed Spray . ( Fig. 15) This 

Fig. 1 5 5-Leafed Spray on V2 real, fine im­
pression . 
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Fig. 16 Sunburst on 2 reales, f ine impression . 

consists of the stem and fiv e leaves of the 
spray. It has been seen only in black. 

CA 8. Sunburst. ( Fig. 16) The sunburst 
is composed of 13 na rrow r ays and has been 
seen only in bl ack. 

Fig. 17 Initialed Oval on 1/2 real orange, f ine 
impression. 

CA 9. Initi aled Oval. (Fig. 17 ) This un­
usu al ma rk, of w hich only one copy is known 
to th e w riter , consists of a small , solid black 
oval, pierced by th e initi als, and surrounded 
by dots enclosed in an outer oval or ellipse. 
The initi als ar e in capital script . 
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Fig. 18 Rectangle of Square Dots on l real , 
blue, on piece . 

CA IO. R ectangle of Squ are D ots. ( Fig. 
18) This ap pea rs to consist of 6(5) rows of 
5 ( -1- ) sm all solid bl ack squ a res or oblongs, 
se t close toge th er. It has been seen on th e 
Yz real or ange and th e r rea l blu e. (No te 9). 

CA Ir. P en Cancell ations. A var ie ty of 
pen cancell ations a re kn own, including names 
of town s, initi als, fig ures, etc. The use of 
pen cancell a tions in smaller pos t offi ces con­
tin ued fo r many yea rs. 

Th i · completes our study of these interes t­
ing old stamps. They could not h ave been in 
general use ve ry long-two or three yea rs at 
the most . They we re succeeded by th e coarse 
impression which we w ill describe in th e next 
a rticle. 

Not e 9: A somewhat sim il ar block of oblongs 
and a large ova l of many dots are also known . As it 
i ~ not clea r that th ese are Venez uela postmarks, they 
nre not I isted.' CA 10 is believed to be a Venez uela 
mark. 
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FRENCH MOROCCO 
The 1943-44 Tour Hassan Issues 

By CHARLES NEIDORF 

(Continued from Page 76.) 

9. Classification of the TOUR HASSAN Stamps 

FIRST ISSUE 

Comb perf. 12; glossy gum; white paper*; type date markings 

Sheet Amourits Issued 
Design Sheets Marking Flandrin 

Value Stone Types Color Dated Type Alteri et & Ernst 

10 c. 1 VII la Rose lilac 10-43 A2 210,000 } 700,000 2 Villa+ IX Rose lilac (a shade lighter) 11-43 A2 505,000 

30 c. IX Dark blue 10-43 A2 409,500 410,000 

40 c. 1 VIiia Red brown 10-43 Al 319,600 300,000 
2 VIiia + iX Carmine brown 11-43 A2 507 ,800 500,000 

50 c. Ill Blue Green 9-43 Al 1,517,400 1,500,000 

60 c. IX Violet brown l 0 -43 Al 513,400 500,00Q 

70 c. Villa+ IX Lilac 10-43 A2 210,000 ) ** 
2 Villa+ IX Lilac (a shade lighter) 700,000 

** 11-43 A2 513,600 

80 c. Villa+ IX Gray olive green l 0-43 A2 510,000 500,000 

l fr. IX Rose brown 11-43 A2 517,000 500,000 

lf.20 II Purple 9-43 Al 1,980,000 2 ,000,000 

II Violet 9-43 Al 20,000 10,000 

lf.50 1 la Carmine red ; vermilion red* 8-43 Al } 6,987,000 } 6,000,000 2 lb Carmine red 8-43 Al 

2 fr. Vil la+ IX Emerald green 11-43 A2 210,400 200,000 

2f.40 VI Carmine rose 11-43 A2 209,700 200,000 

* Except varieties of 50 c. and 1 f.50 values with grayish pa per and grayish-yellow, vertically streaked gum. 
** See Sect. I I for distinguishing fe atures. 
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Sheet Amounts Issued 
Design Sheets Marking Flandrin 

Value Stone Types Color Dated Type Alteriet & Ernst 

3 fr. v1+v11 Olive brown 11-43 A2 508 ,000 500,000 

4 fr. IV Ultramarine 10-43 Al 400,000 350,000 

4f.50 VII Slate black 11-43 A2 510,000 500,000 

5 fr. v Dark blue l 0 -43 Al 300,000 200,000 

10 fr . VIiia Red orange 10 -43 A2 210,000 100,000 

15 fr . VIiia Slate green 10-43 Al 506,000 200,000 

20 fr. IX Deep plum 10 -43 Al 210,000 210 ,000 

SECOND ISSUE 

Line perf. 11 V2 ; hand stamped sheet number markings ; no date markings. 

Sheet Amounts Issued 
Design Marking Flandrin 

Value Types Color Cum Type Alteriet & Ernst 

10 c. IX Rose lilac (a shade darker Gl ossy Cl 2 ,515,000 2 ,500,000 
than stone 1 l 

50 c. 111 Yellowish green Glossy Cl 6 ,380,000 6 ,400 ,000 

1 f.50 le Red Invisible Cl 3,400,000 1,000 ,000 

4f.50 VII Blue gray Semi-matte €2 802,000 1,000,000 

5 fr. v Dull blue Glossy Cl 1,804 ,000 2,500,000 

10 fr. VII lb Yellow orange Glossy Cl 2 ,509 ,000 2,500,000 

20 fr. IX Deep plum (a shade darker Glossy Cl 2,407 ,000 2 ,500,000 
than stone 1 l 

THIRD ISSUE 

Comb perf. 12; invisible gum * ; type A2 sheet number markings; type 2 date markings 

Design Dated Alteriet Flandrin & Ernst 
Value Types Color Sheets Amounts Issued 

30 c. VII lb Blue gray 11-44 2 ,506,400 2,500,000 

40 c. VII lb Carmine brown (a shade 12-44 2 ,002,400 2 ,000,000 
darker than stone 2) 

60 c. VII lb Brown 11-44 3 ,091 ,000 3,000,000 

70 c. IX Rose violet 12-44 1,607,000 1,500,000 

80 c. IX Yellowish olive - green 11-44 2,704,600 2,500,000 

1 fr. le Carmine brown 11-44 1,707,800 1,800,000 

*Except glossy gum variety of If.50 value. 
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Design Sheets Amounts Issued 
Value Types Color Dated Alteri et Flandrin & Ernst 

lf.20 II Purple (a shade redder than 11-44 1,609,200 2,000,000 
stone 1) 

lf.50 le Red 11-44 3,999,300 2 ,000,000 

2 fr . VII Yellow green 12-44 1, 197 ,700 1,200,000 

2f.40 VI Carmine rose (a shade redder 11-44 1, 195,900 1,200,000 
than stone 1 ) 

3 fr . IX Brown black 12-44 803,500 1,000,000 

4 fr. IV Gray blue 11-44 2,308,900 2 ,500,000 

15 fr . VII lb Gray green 12-44 2,121,500 2,500,000 

Design Type Issue Value Design Type Issue Value 

la 1 f.50 , stone 15 fr . 

lb 1 f.50, stone 2 
Vil lb 2 10 fr. 

le 2 1 f.50 
3 30 c. 

3 lf.50 
3 40 c. 

3 1 fr. 
3 60 c. 

II H .20 
3 15 fr. 

3 lf.20 
IX 30 c. 

Ill 50 c. 
60 c. 

2 50 c. 
1 fr. 

IV 4 fr . 
20 fr . 

3 4 fr. 
2 10 c. 

v 5 fr . 
2 20 fr . 

2 5 fr. 
3 70 c. 

VI 2f.40 
3 80 c. 

3 2f.40 
3 3 fr . 

VII 4 f.50 
Villa+ IX 10 c., stone 2 

2 4f.50 
40 

v1+v11 3 fr . 
c., stone 2 

70 c., stone 
VIiia 10 c., stone 

70 c., stone 2 
40 c., stone 

80 c. 
10 fr . 

2 fr. 
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Value Design Type Issue 

10 c. VII la 1 (stone 1) 
VIiia+ IX 1 (stone 2) 
IX 2 

30 c. IX 1 
Vlllb 3 

40 c. VII la 1 (s tone 1) 
Vllla+IX 1 (stone 2) 
VII lb 3 

50 c. 111 1 
II I 2 

60 c. IX 1 
VII lb 3 

70 c. VII la + IX 1 (stone 1) 
VII la+ IX 1 (stone 2 ) 
IX 3 

80 c. Vl l la +IX 1 
IX 3 

1 fr. IX 1 
le 3 

lf.20 II l 
II 3 

Value Design Type Issue 

1 f.50 la 1 (stone 1) 
lb 1 (stone 2) 
le 2 
le 3 

2 fr. Vllla+JX 1 
VII 3 

2f.40 VJ 1 
VI 3 

3 fr. VI +VII 1 
IX 3 

4 fr . IV 1 
IV 3 

4f.50 VII 1 
VII 2 

5 fr . 
v 1 
v 2 

10 fr . VIiia 1 
VII lb 2 

15 fr. VII la 1 
VI lib 3 

20 fr. IX 1 
IX 2 
10. The Problem of the Second Issue 

Alteriet, Flandrin , Ernst and Mosnier all 
agree that while it is correct to speak of 
three issues, actually only two sets of print­
ings were involved, one in 1943 and one in 
1944· There is a complete lack of agreement, 
though, as to whether the second issue is to 
be assigned to the first or second printing. 

On the other h and , Alteriet cl aims th a t it 
is part of the first printing. The picture he 
presents is this : th e French Moroccan postal 
administration ordered all nineteen values in 
the first issue printed as soon as possible. 
Since only a single perforating machine was 
available in Algiers and since it was loaded 
down with much additional work, the job of 
turning out th e TO UR HASSAN stamps was 
proceeding too slowly to meet urgent r e­
quirements. Hence part of the supply of 
already-printed sheet s was sent to Casa­
blanca, th e re to be line perforated l l ,0, thus 
producing th e "second issue". Later on, 
tow a rds the end of 1944, a second printing 
was ordered, resulting in the third issue. 
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On the other hand , Flandrin (copied by 
Ernst and Mosnier ) claims th at the second 
issue is part of th e second printing. He gives 
the circum stances su rrounding its origin as 
follows: th e postal ad ministration ordered 
onl y r ath er modest quantities of each of the 
nineteen values in the first printing. When 
stocks on hand we re at the point of becom­
ing exhausted , a second order fo r supplies of 
all nineteen values w as placed w ith the 
H eintz firm. D elivery of at leas t some of 
th e printed sheets was begun by th e Carbonnel 
firm. Just at th a t time (arou nd April, 19.J.+ ) 
th e one avail able perforating machine was 
ove rloaded w ith wo rk and could not handle 
th e Tou R HASSAN st amps. Since th e au­
thorities we re urgently in need of even val­
ues (or perhaps since th ese were the only 
values thus far delivered by th e Carbonnel 
firm) , th ese were has tily sent to Casablanca 
and there perforated by th e Lugat printery. 
In the me antime, printing of th e shee ts by 
Carbonnel continued until th e entire order 
for all nineteen values was completed. These 
sheets were held in abeyance until the latter 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXII, NO. 3 



FRENCH MoRocco's 1943-4 TouR HASSAN IssuEs 
part of 1944, when, the perforating machine 
again being free , the remaining twelve values, 
plus part of the supply of the rf.5q value 
not previously sent to Casablanca because it 
was in the process of being printed at the 
time, were perforated. These thirteen values 
constituted the third issue. 

On the basis of a careful consideration of 
all of the characteristics of the second issue, 
an attempt is made here to resolve the con­
troversy. It must be admitted that in the 
absence of conclusive evidence the second is­
sue remains what the heading of this section 
indicates,-a problem. 

r. Paper and Gum: In five of the values 
( 10 c., 50 c., 5 fr., JO fr. and 20 fr.) the 
paper and gum are indistinguishable from 
that used in the first issue. (Ernst is defi­
nitely mistaken when he refers to the paper 
as being grayish and of a decidedly inferior 
quality, obviously confusing the second and 
third issues. This is a natural mistake, per­
haps, since he assumes that both issues belong 
to the same printing and can be expected to 
have so ·m e characteristics in common, but it 
indicates careless observation.) In the rf.50 
and 4f.50 values the situation is more compli­
cated. Part of the supply (evidently only a 
small portion) was printed on white paper 
with glossy gum, like th e rest of the second 
issue; part on white or faintly grayish paper 
with semi-m atte gum (most of the 4f.50 is­
sue) ; and part on faintly grayish paper with 
invisible gu m, indi stinguishable from th at 
used for the third issue ( most of the rf.50 
issue, definitely know n to have been the last 
value printed in the second issue). 

These facts lend themselves to a variety 
of interp retations. On th e one hand , the 
similar ity of five of the values to the first 
issue stamps seems, at first glance , to lend 
support to Alteriet's theory that both were 
printed at the same time, late in 1943. On 
th e othe r hand, there is no reason why the 
same white paper and glossy gum could not 
have been available in April , 1944, the date 
Flandrin mentions for the second printing. 
In that case one would have to assu me that 
there was just enough of th e original paper 
with glossy gum left to take care of the 
first live values, plus a small supply of the 
rf.50 and 4f.50 values. Then it would have 
been necessary to resort to inferior paper and 
gum for the remaining supply. 
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One could then go a step further and point 
out that there is no reason, on this basis, why 
the printing on inferior paper with invisible 
gum could not have been extended to include 
all of the third issue values at the same time, 
supporting Flandrin's version. In all fair­
ness, however, one would have to add that 
neither are the available facts conclusive 
enough to rule out Alteriet's version that the 
third issue was printed towards the end of 
1944, nor a third possibility, that actually 
there were three sets of printings. 

2. Shades: In themselves, the shade differ­
ences between the first and second issue val­
ues, some of which are quite striking, are 
not conclusive evidence of separate sets of 
printings. They indicate printings at differ­
ent times, of course, with different ink mix­
tures. Still, they could, conceivably, be from 
separate stones in a single set of printings, 
analogous to the pairs of stones used in the 
first issue for the JO c., 40 c., 70 c. and If.50 
values. Note, however, that whereas the 
shade differences between pairs of stones in 
the first issue are in general slight, they are 
conspicuous when the corresponding first and 
second issue values are compared. This ap­
pears to indicate that in the latter case a 
much longer time elapsed between print­
ings, long enough to insure the impossibility 
of reproducing the original ink mixtures ex­
ac tly (perhaps because some of the original 
inks were no longer available). If so it 
would tend to confirm Flandrin's version. 

3. Amounts issued: Comparison of figures 
for the first issue, on the one hand, and the 
second and third issues, on the other hand , 
definitely corroborates Flandrin's statement 
th at th e amounts issued at first were rather 
modest and justified an addi tion al printing at 
an ea rly date. If one accepted Alteriet's ver­
sion , th ere would be no accounting for the 
fac t th at the amounts printed for the values 
sent to Casablanca were so much larger than 
those for the other values m the same set of 
~rintings. 

4. Th e Stones: In the case of the JO c., 
rf.50 and JO fr. values it is obvious that new 
stones were prepared, since the design types 
differ from those used- in the first issue. But 
it is no less true, if less obvious, that ne~ 
stones were also prepared for each · of the 
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other values (see sect. II). This raises th e 
question, why were additional stones needed, 
assuming for th e moment th at Alteriet's ver­
sion is correct ? The case of th e IO c. value 
is particularly revealing. Two stones had 
already been prepa red for the first issue, 
nei ther one of which had been used to the 
limit of its capaci ty (accepting Alteriet's fig­
ures, almost 7,000,000 stamps were produced 
by two stones of th e rf.50 value, as against 
only some 700,000 by two stones of th e IO c. 
value). I s it logical to assume th at a third 
stone w as required, when considerable use 
could still have been made of the oth er two? 
H ere again the evidence favors the interp re­
tation of separate printings for the first and 
second issues. 

Finally, the way all nineteen values are so 
exactly ap portioned between the second and 
third issues is too striking to be ignored. But 
it is quite meaningless from Alteriet's point 
of view. 

On th e basis of all of the above-men­
tioned facts, one must conclude that the 
weight of the evidence is overwhelmingly 
against Alteriet. Nevertheless, one cannot 
entirely rule out the possibility th at he may 
still be right about the third issue having 
been printed late in 1944· Such a si tuation 
would mean th at neither he nor Flandrin is 
entirely right, since one would then have to 
be postul ate not two but three se ts of print­
ings. 

Note: Up to this point all of th e informa­
tion referred to herein has been derived al­
most exclusively from one or anoth er of the 
previously publi shed studies. Beyond this 
point all data are the results of original in­
vestigation. 

11 . The Numerals of tbe Additional 
Values 

Two important changes in procedure were 
made in preparing the intermediate stones 
for the ten additional value : use of trans­
fers from one or another of the nine original 
design types, and substitution of new figures 
of value (i .e. , numeral plus C or F plus 
period). 
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The first change in technique is duly noted 
and commented upon by all students of these 
stamps.. The second is completely ignored, 
being dismissed as a "simple" matter-a re­
markable oversight if there ever was one, 
and an unfortunate one as well. Lack of 
definite information about the method of 
tr ansfe rring the numerals leaves in doubt 
th e origin of a situ ation which, upon investi­
ga tion, turn s out to anything but si mple, in 
fact unexpectedly co mpl ex a nd mo s t 
intrigu ing. 

Study of th e numerals of th e addi tion al 
values reveals several highly unusual fea­
tures, each of w hich must be acco unted for 
in any hypothetical modus operandi that is 
suggested: 

r. For each denomin ation two types of fig­
ures of value can be dis tinguished , some­
tim es w ith ease, as in th e case of the 2 fr. 
value, sometim es only w ith considerable ef­
fort, as in th e case of th e 80 c. value. In 
this respect th e ten ad ditional values are not 
different from the nine original types. There 
too each type in a pair of numerals differs 
slightly from the other. The obvious con­
clusion to be drawn is th at in every case th e 
two numerals we re drawn separately by th e 
designer. 

2. The position of th e left figure of value 
within it s ci rcle is not identical on all ten 
members of an intermedi ate stone pull , and 
the same is true of the right figure of value. 
The position of either m ay vary on different 
stamps slightly up or down, to th e right or 
lef t, or slightly tilted , or in a combin ation of 
th ese directions. In contrast , on the nilil e 
origin al types each figure of value is fixed in 
position because it is an integral part of th e 
master drawing. Obviously, on th e addi­
tional values th e figures of value are not 
integral parts of th e designs but were added 
later. 

3. Each figure of value may vary in posi­
tion independently from its partner. Thus, 
if th e right figure i3 shifted slightly to one 
side , so that it is close to the ci rcle around it , 
this does not mean th a t th e left figure is also 
shifted in the same direction , or even at all. 
The most logical inference is that the num­
erals were added individually, not as a pair 
or in strips of pairs. 
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TYPE l. 

l. Top of l. fl.at; serif 
l.ong 

2 . Ends of C cl.ose 

A = 
B = c • 
D = 

Type 

" n 
n 

TYPE 2 

l. Top of l. more pointed; 
serif short 

2. Ends of C slightly more 
separated 

l plus type 2 
2 n - n l 
l " " l 
2 n n 2 

.Arrangement of Numeral Distri but.ion Percentages o.f' 
Numeral Type Combinatione Design ~ comb 1na tions on 

~ ~ Tzl?es rmediate Stone Pull Iii lteia '!; IOri to Des :Lln ~y;pes 

Tlli!e VIlla Tlli!! IX 

lat l VIIIa A-A-A-A-J.. A (10~) 
A-A-A-A-A 

2 VIIIa 8C-9D-8D-9B-8C* B (l~) A ~~~l** +IX 9D-8C-9B-8B-9A c (3o%,) B 
D (10%) D (2~) 

2nd 3 IX B-B-B-B-B B (10<>%>***' 
B-B-B-B-B 

*Design types. indicated 
** Perf. 12 by arabic numerals 

*** Per:t. lli; 

~ different combinations o:t design types, numeral. types and 
p oration and gum characteristics exist in the 10 c. value. 
4. In certain values every possible combi­
nation of numeral types can be found on 
different members of a single intermediate 
stone pull. Thus, if the lef t figure of value 
is called type I and the right figure type 2, 

then any or all of the following combinations 
may occur on adjacent stamps: 

Type l plus 2 (arrangement A) 
Type 2 plus l (arrangement B) 
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Type l plus l (arrangement C) 
Type 2 plus 2 (arrangement D) 

The only conclusion to be drawn is that in 
such cases the figures were added at random. 
Note that the r andom distribution of num­
eral types is confined to a single block of ten 
stamps. Each of the 19 other intermediate 
stone pulls used to prepare the large stone 
repeats that particular random arrangement. 
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TYPE l TYPE 2 

1. Lower lett tip ot 3 l. Lower lett tip of 3 
almost directly under extends to lett of left 
lett end ot horizontal end ot horizontal bar 
bar 

2. Right end ot horizontal 2. Right end ot horizontal. 
bar blunt bar pointed 

3. Central space ot 0 3. Central space of 0 
narrow wider 

Arrangement ot Bumeral Distribu.tion Percentages ot 
Design ~ Combinations on Numaral Type Combl.nations 

Issue Stone Tzyes rmediate Stone Pu.11 In Reia~ron to Desife Tzyes --- -
Type VIIIb · T~ IX 

lat l IX A-A-A-A-A A (100%) 
A-A-A-A-A 

3rd 2 VIIIb D-A-C-B-B A (2<>%,) 
B-A-C-D-B B · l-4~) 

c ( 2cj,1b) 
D (2<>% ) 

Five different combinations of design types, numeral types and 
'Slii'a"e alld gum characteristics exist in the 30 o. value. 
5. On th e oth er hand , ce rta in denomina­
tions have only a single a rr angement of the 
fi gures of value in th e fi rst issue, but a r an­
dom asso rtment in the second or th ird issue, 
o r vice ver sa. This ind icates ei ther th at care 
t aken in prepa ring the var ious intermed iate 
stones w as frequently conspicuous by its ab­
sence, o r else that two different numer al 
tr ansfe r methods w ere used , perh aps by two 
diffe rent employees or by a single employee 
at different times. N ote th at th e same two 
136 TH E C
num eral types reappear in th e second or th ird 
issue as in th e fi rst iss ue, rega rdless of 
w ha teve r rea r rangement is involved. 

In th e diag rams (F igs. 27 to 36), indicat­
ing th e make-up of th e various intermedia te 
stone pu lls, th e pe rcentage figures should be 
of pa rt icul a r inte res t to anyone interes ted in 
hunting down th e numerous va rieties. Thus, 
if a sea rch is confined to single copies, the 
chances of coming ac ross a rrangement A of 
th e second issue IO fr. value, or a rrange-
OLLECTORS CLU B PHILATE LIST, VOL. XXX II, NO. 3 



F1tENCH Mo R occo's 1943-4 TouR HASSAN IssuEs 
TYPE l TYPE 2 

l. Serif of horizontal bar l. Serif distant from 
of 4 olose to vertical vertical bar; close to 
bar 0 

2. Right serif at base of 2. Serifs equal 
vertical bar of 4 short 

Arran~ment of liUmeral Distribution Peroeut ages of 
Design ~ ombinations on Bumaral tne Combinatlons 

~ Stone Tnes n rmediate stone Pull In '.ReiiiUon to Desi8n Tnes 
1-

Type VIIIa Type ll Type TIIIb 

lst l VIIIa A-A-A-A-A 
A-A-A-A-A 

A (loo,()** 

2 VII Ia BA-9B-BB-9A-BA* A (2o%, )** A (30%.) 
+IX 9A-BB-9D-BC-9A ' B (2~) B (l~) 

c (ld,') D {lo% ) 

*Design types indicated **Distingiiishable 
by arabic numerals by shade 

3rd 3 VIIIb A-A-B-D-C A {4o%,) 
A-C-D-A-B B (2~) 

c {2~) 
D (2~" ) 

Eleven different combinations of design types, numeral types and 
sna~e and gum charaoteristics exist in the 40 o. value. 
ments B, C, or D of th e first iss ue I fr. 
value, to choose two examples at r andom, are 
only one out of ten. U nques tion ably much 
close study and examin ation of a consider­
able amount of material are unavoidable if 
success in assembling a complete collection of 
th e various numeral arrangements is to be 
achieved. 

Before attempting to account for all of th e 
observed characteristics of the numerals, at-
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXII, 
tention must again be called to the regret­
t able lack of first-hand information about the 
numeral transfe r procedure. The French 
sou rces have completely overlooked the en­
tire subject. H ence th e explanations and 
conclusions w hich follow are strictly those of 
the writer, ass isted to a considerable degree, 
however, by a number of valuable suggestions 
and criticisms made by Mr. Stephen G. Rich. 
These are grate fully acknowledged. 
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FRENCH Mo Ro cco's 1943-4 TouR H A SSAN IssuEs 
TYPE l 

l. Lower end of C proJeots 
to right of upper end 

TYPE 2 

l. Lower end of C termin­
ates to left of upper 
end 

Al'J'angement of lrUmeral Diatribu.tion Percentages of 
Des~ ~ Comb 1m t ions on llu.mral '?ype Oomb 1na tions 

lSBWI Stone tu ea rmedia te Stone Pllll ?n le!a Hon to l>es 1..!!ii ~uea 

!lJi!e ll i:rne TIIIb 

1.st l ll A-A-J..-A-A 
A-A-A-A-Jt 

A (1.00%) 

3rd 2 VIIIb A-B-A-A-B A (6~) 
B-A-B-J..-A B (4~) 

!hl'ee different combinations of design types, numeral. types and 
'iliir. and ~m charaoteristlos exist in the 60 

Fi q. 30 
o. Talue. 
At th e outset it seems advisable to divide 
the add itional values into two groups, on the 
basis of whether they have a uniform or ran­
dom distribution of numeral types, and to 
consider each group separately. The possi­
bility th a t two different meth ods of tr ansfer­
ring the numerals might have been used is 
definitely suggested and must be examined in 
detail. 

In th e group having a uni/ orm distribu­
tion of numeral types, fo ur first issue values 
(IO c., stone 1 ; 30 c.; 40 c., stone 1 ; and 
60 c.), one second issue value (IO c.) and 
one th ird issue value (I fr.) are included. 
The second issue 10 fr. value almost makes 
th e grade, except for a single switch in num­
eral type ar r angement on position No. I of 
the intermed ia te stone pull.' 

U nd oubted ly the . first step t aken in pre­
paring any of these denominations was to 
have th e artist draw just the two new figures 
of value on a small lithographic stone. Since 
THE CO
they were drawn separately, the figures in­
evitably differed from one another and are 
recognizable as separate types. 

The question immediately a rises, why were 
th e two new numerals required? A single 
figure, multiplied as m any times as necessary, 
would have been sufficient, if the intention 
had been to add each one sepa rately. The 
fact th at two were drawn is bound to sug­
ges t that the intention actu ally was to add 
th em in pairs (or at least th at th e artist as­
sumed they would be) , or even in strips of 
pairs, in a m anner analogous to th at thought 
to have been used to prepare the stones for 
th e r 886 lithographed issue of Guatemala. 
At th e same time, the possibility th at the 
numerals re ally were transferred individually 
still must be conside red, even though, on this 
basis, no logical explanation of the need for 
two numeral types can be given. Which of 
th e three altern atives, then, is th e correct 
one? 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXII, NO. 3 



FRENCH l\tlo R occo's 1943-4 TouR HASSAN IssuEs 
-

TYPE 1 

1. C small 

2. Seri! at base o! 7 long 

3. Seri! at ba se or 7 pro­
Jeote only slightly to 
the le!t or le!t end or 
horizontal bar 

TYPE 2 

l . C larger 

2. Seri! shorter 

3. Seri! proJeots :rurth er 
to the lett 

Arrange DB nt of Jrumeral Distribution Percentages of 
Design 

Issue Stone !l!ues 
~ Combinations on 

rmedia te Stone Pul.l 
Jrumeral !J"Pe Co~binations 
In Keia~ roii to esie fli!s - -

~lli?e VIIIa 'l'Ue II 

lat l VI Ila 8A-9A-8J.-9B-lm* A (2~)** J. (2~)*** 
+n 9B-8B-9A-8B-9B B (3~) B (3~) 

2 TIIIa 8C-9J.-8A-9D-8J.* A f 3~)** J. (l~)*** 
+n: 9C-8C-9D-8J.-9D c 20%) c (l~) 

D (30%) 

3rd 3 ll B-D-B-B-C A 13~)**** 
D-J.-A-A-C B ,i~} c 

D (2~ 

*Design 'l';rpes indicated b7 arabio numerals 

•• •**Distinguishable with oertaint7 onl7 when taken froa • a strip or three or more or from a block, unless the 
identi!iable naws are studied (see sect. 1.2 ) • F 

I f t ~ 

****'l'hird issue stamps distinguishable from first issue stamps 
with same design and numeral t;ypes b7 shade and gum. 

'l'hirteen different combinations of design types, numeral 
s~a!e and gum characteristics exist in the 70 c. Talue. 

tnes and 

F i 'l · 31 
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FRENCH Mo Rocco ' s 1943-4 TouR HASSAN lssuEs 
TYPE l 

l. Numerals close 

2. C close to 0 

TYPE 2 

1. Numerals slightly 
furth er apart 

2. C slightly further 
away 

Arrangement of Numeral. Distribution Percentages of 
Numeral Tne Combinations Design ~ Combinations on 

IsBlie Stone Tnes rmediate Stone Pul.l In fteia~Ion to Design Types 

Tz~ VIIIa Tnx IX 

lat l VIIIa 8A-9B-8A-9D-8C* A (30%) B (40%. )** 
+IX 9B-8B-9B-8A-9B B (10%) D (10%) 

c 
*Design types indicated 

(l~) 

by arable numerals 

3rd 2 IX A-B-B-B-A A (60%.l 
A-4-A-A-B B (40%)** 

**Distinguishable by shade 
and gum 

Seven different oombina.tions of design types, numeral types and 
"iili8:re and gum characteristics exist in the 80 c. value. 

F,'f . 32. 
In the absence of documentary ev idence, 
the answer can come, of course, only from a 
close study of th e st amps th emselves. But 
even before going to the stamps one can 
predict certain characteristics peculiar to each 
hypothetical numeral transfer method: 

I. If each numeral was transferred in a 
separ ate operation, then the distance between 
members of a pair would be bound to vary 
slightly on different subj ects on th e inter­
media te stone pull. 

2. In contr as t , if the numerals were trans­
ferred in pairs, the distance between members 
THE COL
of a pair would have to be fixed on all sub­
jects-unless an additional separate operation 
was involved . Thus, suppose it was found 
that one numeral had been laid down de­
fectively. Conce ivably it could be erased on 
the intermediate stone and a new single num­
eral laid down in its place. Since two sepa­
rate operations wou ld be required , one might 
expect to find that the distance behveen the 
members of thi s particular pair woul-0 be 
slightly differe nt from th e rest. The pos­
sible validity of this argument could be ac­
cepted ten tatively if only one or two such 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXII, NO. 3 



FRENCH MoRocco's 1943-4 TouR HASSAN IssuEs 
TYPE 1 

1. Top of 1 f l at 

2. Period close to l 

TYPE 2 

l . Top of l more pointed 

2. Period further away 

Arra~enent of Numer al Dis tribution Percentages or 
Design ~ ombinat ions on Nwieral Tue Combinations 

Issue Stone Types rmediate Stone Pu11 In Re ia~Ion To Des ign Tues 

Tne u Tue Io 

1st 1 IX A-A-A- A-A A f 7<>%. ) 
A- A-C-B- D B 10~ ) 

c (10%. ) 
D (10%) 

3rd 2 Ic B-B- B- B- B B (lO O'fo ) 
B- B- B- B-B 

Five different comb inations of des ign types, 
'S'Ii'a[e and gum char a cteris tics exist 

numeral types and 
in t h e 1 fr. val.ue. 

l- iq.33 
instances occurred on an intermediate stone 
pull. But if a greater amount of variation 
were discove red then this explanation would 
become less and less tenable. 

3. If th e numerals were transferred in 
stri ps of pairs, one would expect to fi nd the 
alignment of th e num era ls varying inde­
pendently from th a t of the rest of th e de­
sign on the intermediate stone pull. Thus, 
suppose th e numeral pai rs we re laid down in 
a perfectly eve n manner, so th a t all were 
aligned horizont ally on an absolutely straigh t 
line. But suppose th a t in preparing th e new 
intermediate stone pull one tr ansfer of th e 
complete design was laid down a trifle higher 
or a tr ifl e lower th an th e rest. Then as a 
result of laying down the str ip of perfectly 
THE COLLECTO RS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXll, 
aligned numeral pai rs, one would expect to 
fi nd that on th e high subject the numerals 
would be low, o r on th e low subj ect th e num­
erals wou ld be high. On th e other h and, if 
it were found that th e two parts of the com­
bin ed design always varied in position con­
comitantly, so that whenever a: particula r 
subject was higher o r lowe r th an th e rest the 
numer als would also be higher or lower, be­
ing centered in th e circles like any of the 
other numerals, then this observation would 
se rve to disq ualify the strip numeral t rans­
fer theory. 

Co ming now to th e ev id ence presented by 
th e stamps, consider fi rst the situation in the 
first issue 30 c. value. If the distance be-
NO. 3 



FRENCH M o R occo's 1 94 3 -4 T ou R H ASSAN I ssuEs 
l. l. 

1. figure 2 slanting to 
lett; distant trom F 

1. Figure 2 erect; closer 

2. Lower horizontal bar 2. Lower horizontal bar 
ot F almost as long as shorter than upper bar 
upper bar 

3. Seri! of horizontal. bar 3. Seri! longer 
ot 2 short 

4. Period close to 2 4:. Period :turt her away 

Arr~ement of Numeral Distribution Percentages ot 
Design im: omb 1.na ti ons on Numer al Type Comb 1na tions 

Issue Stone Tues rmediate Stone Pull In Reiation to Desi~ Tues 

Type VII Tue VIIIa irue rx . 
ls.t 1 VIIIa 8A-9B-8A-9D-8C* A (40~ ) A (20~ ) 

+rx 9A-8A-9A-8A-9B c (10%) B (20%,) 
D 

*Design types indicated 
(10%) 

by arabic numerals 

3rd 2 VII A-B-A-B-~ A (50~ ) 
A-B-B-A- B B (50%) 

Seven different combinations of des!. gn types, numeral types am 
snare and gum characteristics exist in the 2 tr. value. 

F.iq. 3t 
tween any two reference points on th e num­
eral pai r s, fo r example th at betw een th e 
periods fo ll owing the two numer als, is me a­
sured on a ll ten members of th e intermed i­
ate stone pull , it w ill be noted th at on st amp 

o. 3 this d ist ance is slightly g reater (as a 
result of th e right fi gure of value being 
pushed close to th e ci rcle a round it ) th an 
on any of th e oth er st amps, w here this dis­
t ance is seem ingly very uni fo rm. H ere , it 
would seem, is a perfect example of a de-
142 THE COL
fec tive numeral h avi ng been erased and a 
new one la id down in its place slightly to one 
sid e. Actu ally, howeve r, a more ca reful ex­
amin ation r eve als th at th e dist ances between 
numeral pairs a re no t unifo rm. They a re 
slightly shorter or longe r on d iffe rent sub­
jects. The discrepancies a re slight, no more 
th an fr ac tions of a millimeter , but th ey are 
unqu es tionably the re. Thus, one must con­
clude th at th e numer als we re added indi­
vidually, not in pa irs o r strips of pairs. 
LECTO RS CLU B P HI LAT EL IST, VOL. XXXII , NO. 3 



FRENCH Mo R occo's 1943-4 TouR HASSAN IssuEs 
TYPE 1 

1 . Lower horizontal. bar of 
F almost as long a s 
upper bar 

2. Lower left end of dia g­
onal ba r of 3 ends 
slightly to right of 
serif of horizontal ba r 

TYPE 2 

l. Lower bar shorter than 
upper bar 

2 . Lower left end of diag­
onal bar ends f'urt her 
to the right of serif 
of horizontal bar 

Arrangemen~ of .Numeral Distribution Peroentages of 
Numeral Type Combinations Design 

~ Stone Tues 
~ CombinatiOilEl on 

rmed 1a te ::it one Pull In Reiat!Oii ~ o De s ifE TlEes 

Tue VI Tue VII Tue IX 

lat l VI+ 6C-7D-6B-7D-7C* k (30~ ) c (2o%,) 
VII 6A-7C-6A-7D-6A B ( 1Cl%l D (30%) 

c (10% ) 
*Design types indioated 

by arable numerals 

3rd 2 IX ?-?-?-B-D** A ( ~ l ?-?-?-B-A B ( 
c ( ~ l ** Complete intermediatt D ( 

stone pull not seen 

Nine different combinations of design types, numera l types and 
Bli'ii:ire ani, gum oharacteristics exist in th e 3 fr. value. 
The same si tu ation prevails in each of the 
oth er denominations in this group. Inasmuch 
as th e intermediate stone pull of the first 
issue IO c. value (s tone l) displays an addi­
tion al characteristic, highly useful to the dis­
cussion which follows, not shown on the 30 c. 
value, the former was selected for illustra­
tion (see fig. 37). 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXII, N
Even on an enlarged photograph the differ­

ences in measurements are very small. C are­

ful examin ation will, nevertheless, reve~l 

differences in th e length of the distance 

between the periods (or any other reference 
points) , most read ily detectible on stamps 

os. 6 and 9. 
(T o be continued. ) 
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FRENCH MoRocco ' s 1943 - 4 TouR HASSAN IssuEs 
Issu.e ,_ 

let 

2nd 

Stone 

l. Serita at base ot l 
unequal; lett serif 
short, right serif long 

2. F close to O 

TYPE 2 

l. Serita almost equal 

2. F furth er away trom O 

Arrangement of :iru.merai Distribution 0eroentagee of 
:Numeral Type ombinations Design 

Types 
~ Combinations on 

rl!Bdiate Stone Pu1l - Iii Re!ation to Des~ Tues 

Tue VIIIa Tue VIllb 

1 VIII a A-A-A:.-A-A A (7~) 
A.-C-B-D-A B (l~} 

c (l~} 
D Clo%) 

2 VIIIb A-B-B-B-B A (l~) 
B-B-B-13-B B (90%) 

Six ditterent combinations ot design types, numeral types and 
perforation, shade and gum oharacteristics exist in the 10 tr. value. 

Fig. 37 
144 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXII, NO. 3 



CHINA 

The First Issue 

By DR. ROB E RT C. H. L EE 

Part 111 
The settings of th e 3 Cand arins were pre­
se nted in th e preced ing article(* ) , because 
mo t of th e cont rove rsy over th e First I ssue 
relates to this denomin ation. Previously I 
had sta ted also th at th e qu estion of " recut­
t ing" involves onl y this denomin ation, but 
since th en I have di scovered th at it also con­
ce rn s th e r Cand a rin to a ce rtain extent. 

Jot much wo rk has been done on th e 5 Can­
da rin s, and so fa r ve ry little is kn own of its 
se ttings . 

T he present a rt icle will deal w ith the I 

and th e 5 Canda rin s settings, as th ese two 
denominations have much in common. Al­
th ough they show much less da mage and 
cha nges in the cliches, for th e reason th at 
there we re only abou t half as m any of each 
of th ese two denominations printed as com­
pa red to th e 3 Canda rin s, th ere is ample 
evidence to suppor t th e fi ndi ngs in conn ection 
wi th the 3 Canda rins. 

Settings of the One Candarin 

Thin Paper 

A fter lengthy sea rch fo r multiples, the 
only conclusion th at can be arrived at is th at 
th ere are only two thin paper se ttings of 
the r C and arin . H owever , in Setting I th ere 
are tw o distinct shades w hich may be con­
side red as two printings. 

*THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELI ST, Vol. XXXI, 
pages 239-254. 
THE COLLECTORS CL U B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX II, 
Se ttin g ! , P rinting l : In th e F irst Setting, 
th e r Cand a rin shee t is th e sca rcest of the 
three denomin ations. P rac tically all of th em 
are th e yell ow-g reen shade. As th e cliches in 
th e st amps of this shade show the least 
amount of ma rkings and th e impressions a re 
clea r, it mu st belong to th e early printing. 
There is one peculi a r marking in cl iche 24 
which is not constant , a~ it appears only on 
some cop ies of th e yellow g reen and does not 
appea r in the later print ings. 

Setting I , Printing Jl : P airs and multipl es 
of th e deep gree n shades also how th e same 
a rrangement of th e cliches as th e yellow­
g reen setting. T he impressions here a re in 
gener al heavier, and tiny ink spots a re pres­
ent on m any copies . This is due to th e fac t 
th a t th e cliches, not hav ing been cleaned, 
had accumul ated a grea t deal of ink. There 
is one change in cliche 2 which is significant. 

Se tting Jl-Besid es th e st amps w ith th e 
yellow-green and deep green shades, th ere are 
st amps of the thin paper setting w hich come 
in a gree n color with a very light bluish tint. 
The pape r on some copies is slightly thicker. 
The impressions are cl ea r , ind icating th at 
th e cliches had been cleaned before resetting. 
A few of th e cliches show significant changes. 

Three blocks of four of this set ting, one 
unused, one used and one imper for ate were 
examin ed. The two perforated blocks are 
green with a blui sh tint and the imperforate 
NO. 3 145 



CHINA'S FIRST ISSU E 
Cliche 24: Below the left radical of the char­
acter "yu" ( top, right vertical row ), there is a 
"comma" of about l mm in length slanting 

down and outward . 

Cliche Z: The right outer frame line shows sign 
of a dent, 5 mm from the top. This is not 
present in the yellow - green, and becomes more 

exaggerated in subsequent settings. 
THE CO
block i bright green. Unfortunately, the 
arra ngement of the cliches is the same on all 
three. The imperforate is a left margin 
block, so the fo ll owing arrangement of four 
cliches occurs on the left side of the sheet: 

4 14 

25 15 

M. D. Chow was th e first to state that 
there were three setti ngs of the thin-paper. 
After reviewin!?; his a rticle in "the Phil atelic 
Bulletin of the China Philatelic Society" 
published in 1925 , I am convin ced that he 
made an error in the identification of the 
cliches in one of the blocks mentioned above, 
all of ·which belonged to Chow at that time. 

There should be further progress made in 
the plating of this setting, because I am quite 
certain that there must be other multiples in 
existence. 

Wide Margin Setting 

The wide-margin I Candarin appears in 
a profusion of sh ades, paper and impressions. 
This has suggested to some stud ents that the 
printing of the whole First I ssue was a hap­
hazard production , which is entirely false 
with this exception . It appears that during 
I 882, when the wide-margin settings were 
bei ng printed , the demand for stamps had 
been beyond expectation , thereby incurring a 
sho rtage of paper and even ink. Whatever 
w as on hand was used , resulting in the great 
lack of uniformity. 

The paper ranges from thin pelure to thick 
opaque . Copies a re even found on water­
marked paper (likewise the 3 Candarins 
" ·ide-margin) (*). The shade ranges from 
pale green to deep g reen. The impres ions 
are heavy, as a rule , and many breaks in the 
cliches a re often obliterated. Changes appear 
in several of th e cliches. 

S etting JI I : In spi te of all the variations 
in shade, paper and impression, there is only 
one sett ing of th e 1 Candarin wide-margin. 
One co mplete sheet of this setting is now in 
my collection. The shade is a dark green and 

* The First I ss ue of China on Watermarked Paper, 
"The Philatelic Fol io", Vol. 1, No. 2, June 1952. 
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CHINA ' S FI R ST I SSUE 
the impressions a re heavy, causing m any of 
the breaks in cliches to be mi ssing. H ow ­
ever , the pl at ing is not difficult. The arrange­
ment of th e cl iches 1s as fo llows : 

4 2 I II 22 I7 

25 18 I6 23 1U 

8 14 3 24 19 

7 12 9 5 2 

15 20 6 I3 

Opaque Paper 

Th e shades m th e opaqu e paper settings 
fa ll into distinct groups, a fac t w hich is a 
valuable aid in determining th e pla tings. 
Taking into conside ration th e type of perfor a­
tions (cl ean cut o r ro ugh ) and th e increas­
ing number of changes in th e cl iches, the 
gro up s can be 1 isted as fo llows : 

1. Dull green- cl ean cut perfora tion 
2 . D eep bright green--d ean cu t perfo rations 
3. Light g ree n-clean cu t pe rfora tions 
+· Light g reen-rough pe rfora ti ons 
5. D ark g reen-rough perfo rati ons. 

No t all of th ese g roups r epresent separate 
settings, but th e o rd er of the l isting r ep resents 
th e chron ological orde r of th e printings. This 
is furth er subst anti a ted by th e natu re of th e 
impress ion, be ing sha rp and cl ea r in th e fi rst 
gro up, but heavy and somewhat indist inct in 
th e las t group. 

The dull green ( l) is actu ally not ve ry 
du ll but th e ink appea rs to be Aat and dry. 
The deep bright g reen (2 ) h as a somewhat 
glossy appea rance, and th e r ange of sh ade 
is quite w id e. The l ight green (3 and 4 ) has 
a yell owish tone. T he dark green ( 5) h as 
a more granula r appear ance . 

These colo r des ignations a re quite a rb itr a ry 
and th eir accura( y is open to a rgument. 
Prac tically, howeve r , th ey a re accu ra te 
enough to se rve as th e purpose of differenti ­
ating one gro up from another. 

Se tting I V: The opaque paper settings are 
composed of 20 subj ects arr anged 4 x 5. All 
25 cliches w ere used at one tim e or anoth er. 
H owever, of the three setti ngs th at have 
been wo rked ou t, none shows cliches 2 , 5 and 
16. T he study of these cl iches is therefore 
th e key to the odd set ting. 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PH ILATEL IST, 'l'OL. XXX II , 
Cl:che 2 : The right ou te r frame line is d is ti nctly 
den ted inwa rd , 5 mm be low the top. Thi s 

pers ist s through a ll t he subsequent sett ings . 

1 
Cliche 4: A break appea rs nea r the bottom of 
the ri ght inne r fra me line, to the left of the 

righ t figure " l " . 
N O. 3 I47 



CHINA ' S FIRST IssuE 
Cliche 12 : In the " I" o f "CHINA", there is 
a tiny break at the junction of the vertical 
stroke and the bo ttom serif. Th is becomes 
more marked in later settings. The lower 
left corner begins to show signs of b lu nting . 

Cliche 2 : The bottom frameline becomes 
pointed at the right. 
THE CO
All three cliches appear in two shades, ( I) 
dull g reen with sharp impressions and (2) 
deep bright green with clear impress ions. In 
studying the stamps which fall into these 
two groups, it is noted that the cliches of the 
dull green shade show the least amount of 
change while those of the deep bright green 
show only a few minor ones. 

From th e na ture of th e impress ions, th e 
relative lack of changes in the cliches, and 
th e clean cut perforation s, I am convinced 
th at these st amps comprise the ea rly opaque 
paper se ttin gs . 

Setting IV, Printing I: The st amps of the 
dull g reen shade comprise th e ea rliest print­
ing as th e impressions a re sha rp, indicating 
that th e cliches had been cleaned after th e 
wide-margin se tting. The lines are often 
thin so th at th e cliches appear to be worn , but 
thi s is due r ath er to th e dry type of ink used. 
Small ch anges appea r in two cliches. 

Setting I V , Printing II : In th e setting 
w hich follows, one of th e shades is th e deep 
bright g reen. However , in this case cliches 
2, 5 and 16 are missing. Therefore the deep 
bright green with th ese miss ing cliches must 
belong to another setting. 

The question now arises as to 1vhether this 
other setting is the same as th e first opaqu e 
paper one or entirely different. I am in ­
clined to believe that it is a later printing, 
because the changes in th e cliches are quite 
minute. The fact th at th e next setti ng con­
sists of two distinctly different sh ades also 
h as h ad some influence on my present con­
clusion. Only th e findin g of multiples will 
definitely se ttl e this qu es tion. 

It appea rs th at the printers used 11·hatever 
ink was on h and until th e supply ran out. 
Then th ey prepa red a new mi xture, using it 
on th e same se tting regardless of differences 
in shade . It can be seen how thi s h appened 
more th an once in the wide m argin setting, 
so it is quite w ithin reason to h ave two dis­
tinct shades in the same setting. Then , when 
th e cliches a re reset, the ink used for the 
previous setting was utilized until the sup­
ply had run out again. Consequently, there 
is th e same shade overlapping two different 
settings. This apparently happened twice in 
the opaque paper setting, once with the deep 
bright green and later with the light green. 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. )OCXII, NO. 3 



CHINA'S FIRST ISSU E 
The. impressions a re clear but slightly 
heavier th an in th e F irst Printing. Changes 
in th e cliches a re very minute and insig­
nificant. 

S etting V: This is th e setting in which 
cliche 2 1 appea rs, and of which Sir Percival 
David owns th e only known sheet, described 
in the August I 947 issue of " th e China 
C lipper" as Plate VIII. In examining th e 
multiples in Mr. Allen Gokson's collection, I 
find tha t this sett ing appears in two different 
shades-deep bright green and light green, 
both of which have clean cut perforations. 
These may be conside red as two printings . 

S etting V , Printing I : The deep bright 
green mu st be considered th e ea rly printing 
as th e stamps of th e same shade fo rm th e 
late prin ting of th e previous se tting. 

S etting V, Printing II: The st amps of the 
light green shade are of the later printing 
because this shade appears again in the next 
set ting. The difference is th at in this se t­
ting the perfo ra tions are rough , whil e in th e 
next set ting th e perforations are clean cut. 
One minute change appears in cliche 6. 

The arrangeme nt of the cliches 1s as 
fo ll O\\"S: 

4 

l l 

23 

9 

13 

2I 

19 

17 

8 

6 

3 7 

20 12 

22 

15 25 

Setting VI: The stamps are of the light 
green shade as in the later printing of Set­
ting V, bu t here the pe r forations are rough . 
The cliches show many changes as compared 
to those with the smoo th perforations. This 
is coinciden t with deteriora tion in the cliches 
due to use. The impressions a re st ill clear 
but quite heavy. 

The a r rangement of the cliches is as fol-
lows: 

4 18 12 

13 23 6 19 

3 9 22 20 

I I 8 15 17 

14 7 24 25 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX II ,
Cliche 9 : In the "N" in " CHINA", a dash 
appears between the lef t ve rtical and the 
oblique strokes. Th is persists in varying de-

grees in subsequent set tings. 

Cliche 17: There is a partial break in the bot-
tom frameline about 4 mm. from the lower 

right corner. 
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t tt 

Cliche 25 : Of the 1 Candarin cliches, this 
shows the most marked changes . The bottom 
frameline shows a nick l mm from the lower 
left corner, and there are breaks below the 

first " A" and "N" of "CANDARIN ". 

Cliche 2: The bottom frameline becomes more 
pointed at the right. 
150 THE CO
Cliche 24: A tiny break appears in the right 
outer frameline , 1 .5 mm from the top. This 
break is not visib!e in stamps with heavy 

impressions. 

Cliche 5 : The left upper corner appears shaved­
off. In the ea rlier printing, thi s flaw is not 

as marked. 
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CHINA'S FIRST ISSU E 
Cliche 6 : A small dot appears in the small 
circle or pearl in the lower left corner of the 

design. 

Cl ich e 7 : The ri gh t outer frame I ine is rounded 
to the right of the character " dah". The left 
oblique stroke of the character " fen " (second, 
left ve rtical row ) , which previously showed 

onl y a dent, now shows a complete break. 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXII, 
Cliche 9 : The top frameline is rounded at the 
upper right corner. 

Setting VII: The stamps are of th e dark 
green shade with rough perforations. H e re 
the cliches show the g reates t degree of 
change due to wear and tear. The im­
pressions a re heavy and often indistinct. 
There are changes in many of th e cliches 
chiefly involving the fr amelines. 

The cliches a re arr anged as follows: 

4 18 I2 

I 3 23 6 19 

II 8 15 14 

3 7 IO 25 

I] 9 22 20 

Summary 

According to this study, there are seven 
settings of the 1 Candarin; two thin paper 
settings, one wide margin se tting and four 
opaque paper se ttings. The re is a poss ibility 
th a t one mo re opaque set ting exis ts. 
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CHINA'S FIRST ISSUE 
Ciiche 18 : The upper right corner is slightly 
rounded. 

Cliche 19 : In t he second "A" of " CAN DAR -
1 N" , t he re is an irregular dot in the triangular 

space. 
152 THE CO
CJ.]IINA. 

Cliche 1 : The top frameline is rounded at the 
upper right corner. 

The variety of shades of the I Candarin 
stamps is a valuable a id in the study of the 
pla ting, but at the same time its limitations 
must be understood. There a re two distinct 
shades in Settings I, V and VI. At best, 
th ese different shades in the same se tting may 
be called different printings because the ac­
companying changes in the cliches are ex­
tremely slight. If we designate eve ry differ­
ent shade as a different setting th en the wide 
ma rgin one with its great variety of shades 
will have numerous settings, which is not 
logical. 

The chronological order of th e opaque pa­
per settings in this study is quite different 
from that of Starr, Gilbert and Sir P ercival 
D av id. This order has been a rrived at 
through the study of the nature of the im­
pressions and the tracing of the increasing 
and progressive changes in th e cliches due 
to wear , cleaning and handling. However, 
M. D. Chow in his plating of the First 
Issue, don e in Ig25, gave essentially the same 
order of the opaque paper settings. 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXII, NO. 3 



CHINA'S F1RST IssuE 
Cliche 3 : The upper right corner is defective. 
This defect is also present in varying degrees 

in cliches 6, 11 , 12, 15, 18, 22 and 23 . 

Cliche 9 : The right outer frame I ine is partially 
broken at the lower right corner. 
THE COLLECTO RS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI!,
Cliche 18 : The upper porti on of the left outer 
frameline is defective and thinner . 

Settings of the Five Candarins 

There has been very little done with the 
plating of the 5 Candarins because this has 
been th e most difficult , and consequently th e 
le as t studi ed of the three denomin a tions. The 
yellov .. · color of the st amps is a g reat draw­
back, especially in the opaque pape r se ttings 
where it often seems to blend into th e paper. 
Variations in shade a re so slight th at they 
are of little help. 

Except for the las t two settings, th e 
changes in th e cliches a re few. It may be 
that th e 5 Candarins was th e leas t used of 
the three denominations. Or else it just hap­
pened th at th e cliches of th e 5 Cand a rin s 
we re not subjected to th e same wear and 
t ea r of the other two denominations . 

H owever, compensa ting fo r th ese draw­
backs, I have had th e opportunity of examin­
ing many multiples, especially th ose in th e 
coll ection of Allen Gokson. These mult i­
ples, af ter all , a re th e final proof of th e 
presence of th e settings. In this case there 
is inform ation on all th e 5 Cand arins se ttings. 
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Cliche 5 : The lower left corner is shaved-off 
or blunted . 

Cliche 4 : The bottom frame I ine turns upward 
at the lower left corner appearing as nicked. 
It is often mistaken for cliche 1, and care 
must be exercised when the left lower corner 

defect is noted . 
154 THE CO
Th in Paper 

Setting I: There are several sheets of the 
5 Candarins Setting I in exis tence. They 
are all of the bright orange yellow shade 
with clear impressions and clean-cut per­
forations . 

Setting II: From the study of the multi­
ples in the collections of Gokson and Living­
ston , only one other thin paper set ting can 
be determined. There are enough multiples 
to prove a complete plating of Setting II; 
the arrangement of the cliches is as follows: 

7 

16 

22 

IO 

5 

23 

2 

18 

4 

13 

15 

9 

11 

12 

6 

14 

17 

3 

8 

19 

20 

21 

25 

No signi ficant changes are noted in the 
cliches, except perhaps cliche 14 which has 
no period after "CHINA". Here the period 
appears more often as a trace or a small dot. 
In subseq uent settings, this period shows up 
more consis tently, so in this cliche one should 
also note the frameline characteristics. 

The shades in this setting vary a great 
deal, but in general they are somewhat duller 
th an th e bright orange yellow of Setting I. 

Wide Margin Setting 

Setting III: There is one sheet of the 
" ·ide-margin 5 Candarins in the collection of 
the la te James Starr, which is an outstanding 
rarity. From a study of the photograph of 
this sheet, the arrangement of the cliches can 
be made out as follows: 

7 5 4 12 8 

19 6 20 13 14 

24 16 23 15 17 

22 2 9 21 

10 18 I l 3 25 

It is interesting to note how similar the 
arrangement of the cliches is to Setting II. 
The top and the bottom rows are exactly the 
same, and with two exceptions, the cliches in 
the three middle rows are shifted to an ad-
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. xxxn, NO. 3 



CHINA'S FIRST ISSU E 
jacent pos1t10n. This fact subst antiates the 
order of th e thin paper settings. 

The 5 Candarin s wide-margin is a rar ity 
mint and very scarce used. The complete 
plating of this setting, in single st amps even 
if some are defective, is a great accomplish-
men t. 

Except cliche 5, th e ch anges a re insignifi­
cant. 

Opaque Paper 

From the study of th e multiples and 
shee ts, it has been possible to determine four 
distinct settings. The problem arises as to 
how to arrange them in th e proper ch rono­
logica l orde r. 

The type of perforations se rves as a gen­
eral division. Those with clean cut perfora­
tions a re the earlier se ttings while those with 
th e rough perforations a re of the later ones. 
This division is logical, as th e impressions on 
th e stamps with rough perforations a re 
heavy and indist inct , and th e cliches show a 
g reat number of minor changes resulting 
from abuse and ove ruse. 

Except for one odd circumstance, it would 
be impossible to say which of th e two clean 
cut perfor ation settings is the earlier. It is 
true that the impressions in the earlier set­
ting are sharper , but this is not absolute. 
The key li es in th e changes in cliche 22. 

In th e rough perfo ration se ttings, th e prob­
lem is more difficult. It appea rs th a t those 
wi th the lighter chrome yellow shades have 
better im pressions than those of th e darker 
shades. Therefore we sh all a rrange them 
in that order provisionally. 

S etting I V: The impressions are sharp and 
the perforations are clean cut. There is one 
significant change in cliche 4. C liche 22 does 
not show any frameline breaks. 

The followi ng cliche combin ations belong 
to this se tting : 

22 8 

Top margin pair 

23 17 

20 3 

Setting V: Two shee ts of the opaque paper 
setting, one owned by Gokson and th e other 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXII, 
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Cliche 22: There is a break in the outer frame-
1 ine , 11 mm from the top. Th is break slants 
upward diagonal ly and affects part of the char­
acter " wu", cuts the left inner fra meline 8 mm 
from the top, and part of the upper claw, left. 

Cliche 1 : The lower third of the left outer 
frJmeline is th inne r than the upper port ion and 

tapers sligh tl y towards the bottom. 
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Cliche 3 : The upper portion of the ri ght outer 
frameline curves inward. 

Cliche 7 : The break in the " C" of " CANDAR -
1 NS" is slightly wider. 
THE C
by Livingston h ave been examined by me. 
Both have the same arrangement of the 
cliches, clean cut perfo r ations, and the same 
chrom e yellow sh ade. The one difference is 
th at cliche 22 in th e Gokson sheet shows 
frameline breaks. As these breaks are pres­
ent in th e subsequen t rough perforation set­
tings, it, therefore, must occur d uring the 
later stage of this clean cu t perforation set­
ting. This may possibly be a Second Printing. 

The arrangement of the cliches is as 
follows: 

4 

18 

22 

5 

6 

9 

8 

19 

3 

12 

15 

IO 

7 

I I 

14 

17 

21 

2 

Settings V I and V II : The shades in the 
stamps with rough perforations r ange from 
light chrome yellow to dark chrome yellow. 
The impression s are in general clearer in the 
light shades and heavie r in the dark sh ades. 
Howeve r, as oxidation and aging often af­
fect th e a ppea rance of the stamps, and as the 
variations in sh ade a r e so slight, there is actu­
ally no absolute way of determining the 
proper order of th e settings. 

The cliches show changes commensurate 
w ith progressive damage and deterioration, 
al though th ey are not m a rked . No attempt 
is made to distinguish the settings, so th e 
cliche changes w ill be t aken up as a gro up. 

The cliche arrangement in the multiples 
shows th at there are at least two and possibly 
three settings. The fo llowing show two d if­
fere nt set tings as cliche I is arranged differ­
ently. 

18 

16 

3 

5 

VII 

VI 

22 

8 

8 
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OHIN'A .. k . 

'• 

5 
Cliche 13 : Instead of a spur, the proof circle 

traces are replaced by two dots . 

CANDARINS ·5 
Cl iche 14 : The stop afte r " CH I NA" appea rs 
qui te clea r. Thi s came abou t by the w ea ring 

down of the surface of the cl iche. 

T he fo ll owing combin a tion may belong to 
eithe r of the above set t ings, or may be an 
en t i rely d iffe rent se tting. 

25 21 

!2 15 
THE COLLECTORS C LU B P HI LAT ELIST , VOL. XXX!l, 
Cliche 25 : The defect in the bottom of the 
right outer frameline is much more pronounced. 

There a re also many de tached pairs which 
cannot be placed. E xcept for the fact th at · 
w e can point out at le as t two settings in the 
5 Cand arins opaque paper with rough per­
for ations, th e materi al examin ed so fa r is in­
sufficient fo r any definite conclusion. There 
a re many more multiples in ex istence, and I 
know th at a g reat deal more in fo rmat ion 
can be added toward s th ese l as t settings. 

Summary 

The t wo thin paper settings and the one 
wide margin sett ing a re now completed. In 
th e opaqu e paper settings, the orde r of the 
firs t t wo clean cut perforations is wo rked 
ou t. Of the ro ugh perfo ration settings, we 
know of a t least two and th e possibility of a 
third. H oweve r, mo re mate ri al is needed for 
stu dy in orde r to come to any definite con­
clus ion. 

T he color of the 5 Canda rins stamps pres­
ents a g reat obst acle in th e study of th is 
denomin ation. In spite of this, we still fi nd 
many changes in th e cliches especially in the 
opaqu e pape r rough per fora tion sett ings. Al­
th ough it may not be as vivid as in the I 

and the 3 Candarins, th e picture of pro­
gress ive de terioration and damage in the 
cl iches of the 5 Cand a rins is neve rth eless 
prese nt. 
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EDITORIAL 

(Continued from P age II3) 

rzot be a "social ist philatelist" attempting to 

reduce th e le ade rs to th e level of th e crowd. 

Because this is the trend of Socialism th at 
BOOK REVIEWS 

(Continued from P age II6.) 

The las t 29 pages bring a supplementary 

article by J ere. Hess Barr, on the stamps 

and postmarks of the I onian I slands, wi th 12 

plates, cove ring the latest results of phila­

telic resea rch in thi s interesting field. In 
spi te of th e fact th at Dr. H erbert Munk, in 

Vol. V of th e Kohl H andbook, has already 

written extensively on Ioni an Islands, the 

present author has succeeded in examining 
General Conclusion 

I. The study of the 3 Candarins has 

proved quite conclusively th at the number 

and th e chronological order of the settings 

can be derived on the basis that the cliches 

went th rough a process of progressive, ir­

reve rsible change due to abuse and overuse. 

The studies of the I Candarin and the 5 

Candarins support the findings in the 3 Can­

darins. 

2. After examining thousands of copies of 

the First I ssue, the author has never seen a 

copy which can be considered a recut. E arli­

er students have been led astray by the er­

roneous idea that recutting was done. The 

author has had the opportunity of examining 

many copies of the so-called recuts, and in 

eve ry instance the cliche wa inco rrectly 

identified . 
THE CO
3. The results of th e complete study show 

that th ere are (I) seven settings of the I 

Cand arin , (2) eleven settings of the 3 Can­

darins, and (3) seven se ttings of the 5 Can­

darins with th e possibility of one more 

opaque paper rough perforation setting. 

4. Of these settings th ere are completed 

five 1 Candarin, seven 3 Cand a rins and four 

5 Candarins. One I Candarin , two 3 Can­

darins, and four 5 Candarins settings are 

pa rti ally done. This leaves only one I Can­

darin , and two 3 Cand a rin s se ttings unpla ted. 

Although in th e beginning th e plating of 

th is issue see ms to be an imposs ible t ask, the 

present knowledge makes th e outlook defi­

nitely brighter. The gro undwork has now 

been laid and we can fail only if th e mi sing 

multipl es and shee ts do not ex ist. If they 

do exist, it is simply a matter of time and 

labor until th e complete setting of the First 

I ssue of China is finally settled . 
L

later publications, materi al in recent auc­

tions and to add still unreco rd ed data, w ith 

an ad mirable res ult. Nearly eve ry type of 

hand stamp is illustrated and fu lly described , 

and m any previous errors co rrected. This 

refers particularly to th e pre-s tamp period. 

The earliest cove r now knm,·n originated 

from Corfu is dated May 28, 1806. If we 

conside r th a t th e au th or required 29 pages, 

including a long bibliography, we can imagine 

the thoroughness of his investigation. 

Paul P. Lindenberg. 
contains wi th in it th e death of civilization. 

This is the road that leads to au th oritarian­

ism, thu s to the destruction of knowledge and 

loss of in tell ectual freedom. Then comes 

the loss of liberty, happi ness and finally, the 

loss of lii e itself. H. D.S. H. 
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The Meeting of J anu ary 7, 1953· 

Bi·emen and H amburg 

At the first meeting of the new year , our 
Secretary, Jl;fr. H. D. S. H averbeck showed 
the famous Siedenburg collection of B remen, 
owned by the Collectors Club, by means of 
our new balopticon projector. 

This collection is ranked as one of the 
best on this subject. It contains all the 
stamps with types and sub-types, both mint 
and used. Multiple pieces and covers a re 
we ll represented, as is a good range of can­
cell ations. The cove rs are especially inter­
es ting because of th ei r postmarks and fr ank­
ings. One of th e most outstanding items is 
a British postmark applied at Bremen which 
proves th a t a Briti sh R eceiving Office was 
maintained th ere. This fact was recently 
brought to light by Mr. Edwin Mueller as 
published in th e November , 1952 THE COL­

LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST for the fir st time. 
Mr. Mueller was present to give add itional 
valu able inform ation about other individual 
items. Others in th e audience also con­
tributed th eir knowledge as th e pages were 
fl ashed on th e screen. 

For the concluding portion of th e program, 
Mr. Siegmund Adler showed part of his col­
lection of H amburg. This consis ted of mint 
sheets of th e issues of 1864-67. Entire sheets 
are rare, but a postal clerk h ad abstracted 
fro m these th e right upper co rner st amp of 
each sheet for record purposes. The covers 
displayed with this collection showed interest­
ing frankings and postmarks. 

Next Mr. Adler showed the British em­
bossed stamps of 1847-54, th e 6d ., rod. , and 
l / - (Scot ts Nos. 5, 6 and 7) used on covers 
from E ngland to Mexico. These covers il­
lu strated some exceptionally large multiple 
pieces pay ing double and triple postal rates. 
For his final display, Mr. Adler exhibited 
cove rs from th e R epublic of Colombia used 
during the infl a tion period of 1904-05. As 
usual during such periods the postal rates 
we re increasing to th e point w here th e high­
es t denomination st amp could not sufficiently 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. xxxn, 
frank the letter. A s a result , dozens of 
stamps, even full sheets, had to be put on the 
envelopes for the prepayment of the r equired 
rates. In some cases, the entire sheet had 
been fastened to the envelope because it was 
not la rge enough to accommod ate the re­
quired number of postage stamps. Mr. Ad­
ler 's collections a re noted for th e above 
average condition of his material. The 
st amps th at he brought with him th at eve­
ning were no exception to thi s high stand ard . 
It is indeed a treat to be able to examine 
such splendid st amps and entires. The un­
fortunate part is th at th e members never 
know in advance when l\1r. Adler will be 
persuaded to exhibit, disappointing many who 
enjoy see ing fin e old st amps collected with 
good taste. 

Paul P . Lindenberg 

Meeting of February 4, 1953 

Tf/ est Essex Philatelic Society 

The Presid ent of the W est Essex Phila­
telic Society, Mr. Fred Klingenstein, ap­
pointed Mr. Malcolm O'Reilly as Master of 
Ce remo ni es for th e evening. 

The W est Essex Phila telic Society brought 
along about a dozen exhibits. Seven of th eir 
members spoke about their specialties. The 
first speaker was Mr. Klingenstein who 
showed a fine collection of Un ited States 
R evenue Stamps mounted in an old Nine­
teenth Century album. This was nearly 
complete in all the early revenue issues, only 
the famous 6-cent Proprieta ry and a few of 
the most expensive and highes t values being 
absen t . 

The next exhibitor, Mr. H erb ert Darling­
ton, proved to be a know ledge able collector 
of U nited States Territorial cancellations. 
He had some pre-adhesive items from th e 
"North-W est" territori es, which is now Wis­
consin , Michigan and Minnesota. 

Mr. Albert Higgins followed, with re­
m arks on his frame of fore-runners of Aden 
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st amps. H e endeavored to tr ace th e can­
cell ations, and had some intriguing covers 
showing a study of r ates, th e most outstand ­
ing of which w as an Irish Soldier and Sailor 
letter to his home m Irel and cancelled 
"Ad en Camp" and the numeral 124, which 
w as th e common Ad en cancellation used on 
th e ea rly Indi a stamps. 

Nlr. A nso n V oorhis h ad a topical coll ec­
tion, the subject of which was " G eo rge 
W ashington on F oreign Stamps". This in­
cluded issues from Brazil , P oland , Philip­
pines, E cuador , France, Mexico and other 
land s. 

Mr. William P eterman expl a ined some 
r ate markings on United States pre-adhesive 
covers, from 1782 to 1845. These included 
way ma rkings, ship letter rates, and an ex­
ampl e of the Eastern Pony Express which 
operated fo r a comparatively short tim e be­
tween th e cities .of New Orleans and New 
Y ork. 

Af r. Ste ph en G . Rich expounded on th e 
usage of Transvaal Postage Dues, th e ma­
jority of which w ere used under th e U nion 
of South Africa after 1910, some being in 
use as 1 ate as 1924. 

Mr . O 'R eilly proved to be a post al history 
expert , especially in th e field of Iri sh Ship 
lette rs. H e showed several pre-adhesive 
"c rown ma rks" and cove rs f rom New ry and 
D er ry. 

O th ers who exhibited but did not speak 
w ere : 

jl;f r. Cha rles Mey er- Fr ance, a st udy of 
th e " sow er" type 5c green. 

Mr. Anthony T ortoriello-A es th etic Phi­
l ately-a topical collection of beauty. 

Miss P aulin e Wrensch- Bridges on 
Stamps. 

Mr. C linton V and erbilt-Cancell ations on 
U nited States 1c 185i. 

M r . H enry Mindus-T opical- Human 
Life on Stamps. 

E.G. C. 

Meeting of Feb ru ary 18, 1953 

Cos ta Rica 

This evening was devoted entirely to the 
st amps of this Central American R epublic. 
The fr ames in th e mee ting room were fill ed 
160 THE CO
completely with materi al from many members 
of the Costa Rica Philatelic Soc iety . Those 
showing were : l\!I r. G eo. S. Buckn er of 
Sterlington , L a ; Sr. Alvaro Bonill a L a ra of 
Santiago, Chile; Dr. Warren P . S. Hall of 
Toledo, Ohio; Mr. L esli e M a rkovich of 
Milwaukee, Wisc. ; Dr. Cla rence H enn an of 
Chicago, Ill. ; Mr. C lifford W. Sh afer of C in­
cinn a ti , Ohio ; and Mr. J ames A . Quigley of 
H ouston, T exas. 

A sho rt introduction 
Mitch ell of W ashington, 
prog ram. There we re 
le a rn ed speakers. 

by M r . H. D. 
D. C. opened th e 

three abl e and 

The fi rst w as A1 r . R . 1 . M echin. wh ose 
subj ect w as " Pre-st amp covers and stamps 
of th e First I ss ues on and off Cover. " Mr. 
l\llechin no doubt is well kn own to most of 
our membership as th e co-auth or of "The 
First P ost age Stamps of 1863" published in 
the CO LL ECTORS CLUB PHI LATELIST, Vol. 27 
( 19+8) 1os. 2 to .J. , which w as recognized 
fo r its high qu ality by being aw a rded th e 
COLLECTORS CLU B MEDAL fo r th e bes t a rticle 
publi shed by thi s magazin e in 19+8. M r. 
M echin displ ayed hi s material with th e C lub's 
new balopticon. The materi al shown , es­
pecially th e g reat preponderance of covers, 
is of high phil atelic interes t , while th e speaker, 
of co urse, is acknowledged as one of th e 
leading auth orit ies on ea rly Cos ta Rican 
phil a tely. 

The second speaker was a well known 
member of th e C lub, w ho instead of appea r­
ing as Afr. now stood befo re hi s audience in 
a nava l office r 's uni fo rm as L ieut . D enwood 
K elly . H is paper was on one of th e most 
mys te rious issues in ph ila tely, T he P rovi­
sionals of 188 I-82 . Lieut. K elly only could 
ex pl ain th e mys tery but could not solve it. 
H e de monstr ated w ith full shee ts and many 
multipl es th at th e re is no consisten t patte rn 
to the se ttin g, someth ing w hich is almos t un­
be lievab le. H is st udy raised tne quest ion of 
w hether th ese P rov isionals a re bogus o r 
legitim ate. In view of the ir question of post­
al necess ity and the few cove rs known w ith 
any of th is issue, it might be fina lly con­
cl ud ed afte r a much more th oro ugh stu dy 
th at th ese P rov ision als a re bogus. D enwood 
K elly bein g a ca uti ous and ca reful stude nt of­
fered ag ain an examp le of his fin e philatelic 
schola r ship. 
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The final speaker was Mr. H. D . Mitch­
ell, co-author of the fine English transl ations 
of the Kohl Handbook , Costa Rica section 
w hich the COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
published las t year (Vol. 31, Nos. 5 and 6). 
Mr. Mitchell spoke about the balance of 
Costa Rica from the mid-19th century down 
to its most recent issues. With such a vast 
field, the speaker faced a stiff ass ignment. 
However, those in attendance gained a good 
grasp of th e many stamps issued by this small 
American country. 

The entire program and the w hole eve­
ning were planned carefully in advance. The 
Costa Rica Phila telic Society went to great 
trouble to exhibit material from their mem­
bers spread from here to the Mid- and South­
west. And to top it off, they issued especially 
for thi s evening Bulletin No. 12 of "The 
Costa Rican Philatelist" w hich was dis­
tributed to all present. 

Th at evening of February 18, 1953 gained 
much respect for this Costa Rica group and 
ce rt ai nly did much to elevate th e philatelic 
sta tus of this specialty. 

H .M.G. 

Meeting of March 4, 1953 

Air Mail Stamps of N ewfoundland 

M r. Henry M. Goodkind speaking enter­
tainingly and informatively abou t one of his 
prime interests-the air stamps of New­
fou ndland-under took to prove that not all 
of the "gems" of phil ately date before 1880. 
He went deep into the background of this in­
sular Briti sh Colony to show how th e geogra­
phy, fl o ra, fau na and history affected the 
stamps w hich Newfoundland issued mainly for 
a trans-Atlantic service. This foresight has 
been proven by th e present-day importance 
of Gander, Newfoundland, as a most vital 
link in our regular atr service over the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

In orde r to exhibi t one of the most out­
standing and comprehensive showings of 
these stamps, Mr. Goodkind used three col­
lections for material in th e frames. Besides 
his own, many items from Mrs.John D. Dale 
and Mr. Oscar R. Lichtenstein collections 
were shown. The combined exhibit consis ted 
of:-
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. xxxn, 
1919 Haw ker: 3 singles, I used ; and 2 cov­
er s, I personally addressed by th e co­
pilot, Mackenzie Grieve. 

1919 M artinsyrle: r cover and I copy on 
front of cove r. 

1919 A lcock-B1·own stamp: 2 used singles, 2 
cove rs ca rried by the aviators, Al­
cock and Brow n, and so noted in 
Brown's handwriting, the other from 
the H andley-P age pl ane. Unused 3 
blocks of 4 showing the variety Scott 
C2b, and a full sheet of 25. 

1921 Halifax stamp: Unused 2 complete 
sheets, each showing the complete 
setting of 25; 3 blocks of 4, respect­
ively showing the scarcer positions; 
4 blocks of 4, and 2 singles with th e 
inverted overprint; 6 covers each 
fr anked with th e individual variety 
fr om Sanabria No. 4 through No. 5b. 

1927 D e Pinedo: 2 unused copies, with 
sheet ma rgin ; 2 copies upon th e 
Rome, Italy fli ght cove rs; I flight 
cove r without th e special stamp. 

1930 Columbia: I unused single ; r on fli ght 
cover; a fli ght cover autographed by 
th e avia tors. 

193 r Issues : All th e 6 stamps were shown on 
cove rs from many special flights. U n­
used we re 12 pairs of different varie­
ti es and perforated between, both 
horizontally and ve rtically, imper­
forate pairs with shee t margins 
and pairs wi th and w ithout water­
mark. 

1932 D O-X stamp: 1 single on cover to 
Paris, France-one of th e two sa id 
to be sen t to th at city. Unused 3 
singles, 3 blocks of 4-1 showing th e 
surcharge slanting, 2 w ith th e in­
verted surcharge; and finally the 
proof sheet of the setting of 4 signed 
by the printer, D. R . Thistle. 

1933 Labrador Issue: complete on firs t day 
and first fli ght covers, unused set in 
si ngles; and also proofs in imperf 
pairs. 

1933 Balbo stamp: Stamp on th e R ome 
fli gh t cover. Also unused single and 
the scarce variety with th e inverted 
su rcharge. Finally I of the 8 know n 
copies wi th the $4.50 surcharge on 
the roe instead of the 7 5c stamp. 
NO. 3 
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Meeting of M arch 18, 1953 

U. S. Local Stam ps 

The spea ker and exhibitor of th at evening 
deliberately asked that his " Collectors Club 
Night" be call ed " U. S. Local and Phil atelic 
Schol a rship" . Mr. H enry E. Abt carefully 
plann ed hi s program in advance for a thor­
ough treatment of thi s combined subject. In 
p rac tice, his audience listened to one part 
but saw anoth er. 

The fir st part of M r. Abt 's t alk up to our 
inte rmi ssion tim e was all on philatelic schol­
arship. Try as we w ill , a proper presenta­
tion of thi s co uld never be made in th is sec­
tion of THE COLLECTORS CLU B PH ILATELIST. 
The only way to present thi s w ill be by a 
future separate article eithe r by Mr. Abt 
himself o r in coll abor ation wi th thi s maga­
z in e's editor s. 

T he second portion of th e eve ning treated 
some of th e ea rly Priva te P osts. M r. Abt 
logically divid ed th ose shown into two di s­
tinct catego ries. In one group a re th ose posts 
w hich h ave been amply studied and r eco rd ed. 
An excell ent example chosen w as th e New 
Y ork C hath am Square P ost. M r . E lliott 
P erry was th e phil atelist responsibl e of our 
knowl edge of this Post. 

In th e oth e r group are many r elatively un­
known posts. Some m ay not h ave existed. 
O tb.ers w ith the little evi dence avail able seem 
to have operated, but so ve ry little is kn own 
about th em. P osts such as th e A dams C ity 
Express of Iew Y ork we re expl ai ned in M r. 
Ab t 's ap t (a pleas in g a llitera tion ) definition 
as an " an unbl azed tr ai l. " 

This mee ting was not in th e usual tr adi­
tion. Mr. Abt, known in his profess ion as a 
public speaker , brought to us a force ful 
presentation of th e subj ect beautifully h andled 
w ith hi s admirable command of th e E nglish 
language. It is th e great excepti on to fi nd a 
kee n phil atelic stud ent w ho is also a powe r­
ful and enter t aining speaker . As a m atte r 
of fac t, most of our best ph ilatelic minds h ave 
generally abhorred public speaking. 

The members enjoyed Mr. Abt, not only 
fo r his qu alities as a speaker but fo r hi s 
sensible opinions. T oler ance and und er­
st andin g of th e oth er per son's way of col­
lecting and viewing his st amps was th e bas ic 
philosophy und erlinin g th e them e of th at 
evening. 
THE CO
Philately is all things t o all peo ple. It 
should be so view ed in th e true democr atic 
and Am erican tr adition. No branch of our 
avocation , not even Local Posts, should be 
declasse, whil e oth e r specialties a re deemed 
" real phil ately". Just like life, phil ately is 
wh at you m ake it ; from th e ea rlies t kn own 
pos tal hi story down to the lates t emission, 
f rom Abyssini a to Zululand , w heth er unde r 
a 100% government monopoly or th e good 
old free ente rprise r. A s our Club Presid ent , 
l\/Ir. J ohn J. Britt, sa id to our speaker at 
th e co nclusion, "This was one of th e g reat 
Coll ector s C lub Mee tings." And th at cov­
er s a lot of groun d in phil atelic his to ry and 
pres tige . 

H . M. G . 

Mee ting of A pril l , 1953 

Un ited and Confederate Sta tes of Am erica 

Many remini scences about th e st art and 
growth of hi s coll ection of magnificent picked 
covers and copies of ea rly U nited States and 
Confe derate Sta tes was chosen by Mr. H aw­
ard L ehman to int roduce his exhibit. 

Among th e many st ampless covers we re th e 
fo llowing: 

I. Big L ick, Vi rginia-a grand item 

2. Littl e R ock, A rk ansas 

3. Phil adelphis "Newsroom"-North ern Lib-
er ty 

+· A magnifice nt Phil adelphia "Sa iling Ship" 

5. Y ork-with an all ego rical fig ure 

6. Sc ranton-"steel ra il " 

7. D ed ham "anchor" 

8 . Wheelin g 

9. A rema rkable " P aid lc" and St. C lairs­
vill e, O hio" in br ight g reen 

Among oth er ite ms we re : 

2 ::-\ ew Yo rk P ostmaste r 's P rov isionals on 
cover, one cover w ith a pair St. L ou is 
" Bears" 

2 B altimore " Buch anans" on cover 

Oth er covers included : 

5c 18+7-Midd letown , Conn.-"D ots" on it 
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An extraordinary 1847 Cover. A fine 1 Oc on a neat cover with brilliant green cancellat ion 
and townmark of St. Clairsville , 0 . From the collection of Howa rd Lehman , displayed at the 
Collectors Club Meeting of April 1, 1953. 
5c 1847-East Bennington , Vt. 
1oc 18+7-desc ribed as " ti red -looking" 
A beautiful 1oc si ngle with a striking green 

ca nce ll a tion. (See illu str ation) 

L ater items included : 

Franklin and L eeds P atent envelopes 
A cover 3c 1857 with notati on "old st amps 

not recognized" 

Among th e Confeder ate States were: 

1oc "Ca rmine Rose" on cove r 
A strip of five of th e 2c g ree n 
2 "F rame lines" on cover 
Various "hard tim es" cove rs-w all paper , 

etc. 
A " blockade" cove r- P etersburg to Wilming­

ton 
+ bise: ts of th e 2oc green on one piece 
An Express cove r 

At the conclusion of hi s talk, Mr. Lehman 
donated to The Collectors C lub an affid av it 
concerning th e validity of issue of the Tel­
lico Plains, Tennessee provisiona l st amps. 

While the speake r did not claim to have 
any outstanding knowledge about stamps, all 
present can testify as to his marvelous flair 
for condition , as well as his propensity for 
making friend s with de alers by playing 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELI ST, VOL. XXX!I, 
poker from Boston to New Orleans and 
many places in between. 

E.G. C. 

At tl~ e Board of Governors' M ee tings 
r.eld on F eb ru ary and M a rch 25th , th e fol­
lowing ne" · members were elected: 

XO. 

+oo r John S. H agg, St. P etersburg, Fla . Col­
lects U. S. and Black J acks. 

+co2 H a rry F. All en, St. P etersburg, Fla. 
Collects U. S. and Black Jacks. 

+003 Zaven .M . Seron , M .D ., Sebring, Fla. 
Coll ects U. S. and Briti sh Postal His­
tory, Embossed Revenues, Confederates 
and Indi an Native States. 

~.oo+ Co nsuelo F . Luzza tto, Englewood, 
K. J. Collects Italy, Vatican City, 
Italian Colonies. 

+005 J ames B. Shaner, Kutz town, Pa. Col­
lects Denmark and Danish West Indies. 

+006 P aul H . Segnitz, St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Collects Cancell ations, Old Covers, 
P os tal History, Odd Items. 

+007 John Bower, Tew York, T. Y. Collects 
Great Britain , Japan, Korea. 

+008 Arnold H. Dunne, Chestnut Hill , Mass. 
Collects U. S. Mint, Singles and Blocks. 
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4009 Emmett B. P eter , Jr., T ampa, Fla. 
Collects India and Indian N ative 
States, Postal History. 

4010 . John H arald Almkvi st , Sweden, Col­
lects Africa. 

4011 Dr. Arthur F. Abt, Durham, N. C. Col­
lects F ancy U . S. Cancels, U. S. Bank­
notes. 

4012 Dr. Wm. H . P arche, N iagar a F alls, 
N . Y. Collects U. S. and British. 

4013 Robert W. H ays, M cConnellsburg, P a. 
Collects Finnish and Ryukyu, N ether­
lands, Austria, J apan. 

4014 Anthony G. Tortoriello, N ew ark, N. J. 
Coll ects U. S. , F r ance, Switzerl and, 
Germany and Italy. 

4015 J ean Silombra, P aris , France. Collects 
Airmail. 

4016 Douglas Arthur P atrick, T oronto, 
C anad a. Collects P apu a and Stamps 
showing relation to production. 

4017 Arnold W. Green, State College, P a. 
Collects Early Postal H istory. 

401 8 Willi am C. W ebb, N . ]. Collects 
Liechtenstein, New J ersey P ostal His­
tory, U. S. 1857, Egypt. 

401 9 Frederick Z . Bennett, M aum ee, Ohio . 
Coll ects Neth erl ands and Scandin avi a. 

4020 Fred ]. Grumm, Sacramento, Calif. 
Collects U . S. , Canada, Old G erm an 
States, M exico, C hile. 

The Library Committee reports the acqui­
sition of th e foll owing; 

" P ost al I ssues of Briti sh E uropean Ai rways, 
C hannel I sl ands G roup" by Willi am 
Rowcroft , J r . 

"The Amateu r Coll ector 's Stamp Catalogue 
of Sw itze rl and 1953" by Edward H . Spiro 
of H elveti a Phil atelic Society of Great 
Britain . 

" H ow to Collect P aquebot Cove rs" by H ar­
old P . F aust. 

"The Printings of King G eorge VI Colonial 
Stamps" by W. ]. P otter and R. C. M. 
Shelton. 

" Scott's Stand ard P ostage Stamp Catalogue, 
The Encyclopedi a of Phil ately 1953"· 
Combined Edition. 

*"U. P . U. Seventy-Fifth Anniversa ry I s­
sues" by M ari an Carne Zinsmeister. 
T H E CO
*"P ostage Stamps of Israel 1953" by I. H ey­
mann & M . P ertzelan. (D onor: Sam L. 
Bayer.) 

*"Bill ig 's Phil atelic H andbook IV 1952-
Revised Edi t ion . (Donor: P . P . Linden­
berg.) 

"Canal Zone-Third Series Counterfeits and 
A Canal Z one Ra rity". L atter by Edward 
S. Conger ; former by M ajor ]. T. D e­
Voss. 

" Mueller Briefm arken Katalog 1953-
N eudeutschland(- N euoesterreich - F eld 
- u. Inselpost-Spezial-K atalog." 

*"Complete Guide to Stamp Collecting" by 
Prescott H. Thorp. 

"Kleines Handbuch der D eutschen F eld­
post-13 JhDT-1914" by Alfred C lem­
ent. ( Donor: Author. ) 

" Etude sur la Serie 'Tour Hasson' .du M aroc 
1943-1944" by D . Ernst. ( D onor : Charles 
Neidorf. ) 

"The Romagna" by D. S. P atton. Publisher: 
The Philatelist. 

"Th e G old and Silver C urrency Stamps of 
C hina and Formosa" by Will iam E . 
Jones . (Donor : W. S. Boggs.) 

"Catalogue de P oche de la P oste Aerienne 
1954-54" by H enri Trachtenberg. ( D on­
or : H. M. Goodkind. ) 

" D e V erbouw ing Van D e V oo rm alige Kon­
inklijke Bazar T e 's-Gravenh age T ot 
M useum" by Dr. R . E. W eber. 

" H ow to Collect P ostage Stamps-Stories 
f rom P ostage Stamps etc." by H . E. H ar­
ris & Co. 

"Arquivo F il atelico de Sao P aulo" by Socie­
dade Philatelica P aulista" . ( D onor: Al­
fre d ]. Hill el. ) 

"Confe derate St ates of America-The Two 
Cent G reen Stamp" by H oward L ehm an. 
(A co nside r able qu antity of th ese bookl ets 
was donated to th e C lub by th e A uth or.) 

*"Newfoundl and Air M ails 1919-1938 w ith 
additional notes on Subsequ ent F lights 
and Ai r Stamps" by E . E. R. D alw ick 
and C . H . C. H arm er. 

"Th e P ostal History of Norway" by Ed ith 
M. F isher. 

*" P ostage Stamps as P ropagand a" by Charles 
Stoetze r. Publisher, Public Aff ai rs 
Press, W ashington, D . C . 

* Reviewed in this number. 
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SCOTT NATIONAL AL1BUM 
1953 edition 

You've always wanted a fine printed album for your U. S. stamps-this is it! It 
costs only $10 and there 's none better. . .. You ' ll like the tasteful , uncrowded 
arrangement of the spaces. There 's one for each major variety, postage and revenue, 
listed in the Scott Standard Catalogue. Each space carries the catalogue number 
of its stamp, to make mounting easier. . .. The pages are of heavy quality paper, 
printed on one side only. Supplements are published annually. . . . Forest green 
imitation leather covers the hinged-post binder. It's easy to take out any un ­
wanted pages and put in extra blank pages for covers, cancellations, shades or 
blocks of your favorite issues. (Extra blank pages, quadrille ruled, l 00 for $2.50. 
Glassine interleaving, l 00 for $ l. For earlier editions, Supplement # 20, covering 
l 952 issues, for 75c.) 

Get a U. S. album you'll be proud to own and show. Order the NATIONAL 
today from your dealer-only $ l 0. 

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, Inc., 1 West 47 th St., New York 36 
LI. 5. PRICE LIST 
OUR 68 PACE ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST 

Free On Request 
INCLUDES: 

Confederate Issues 
U. S. Possessions 
Canada 
Newfoundland 
Separate Listing of U. S. Plate 

Number Blocks 

Your Want Lists of U. S. Stamps and Covers 
Will Be Appreciated . 

JOHN A. FOX 
116 NASSAU STREET, N. Y. C., 7, NEW YORK 
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YOU CAN~T COLLECT AIR§TAMP§ 

without SANABRIA 
THE A IR POST CATALOG 

19 s 3 
EDITION 

fully revised - accurate - concise - complete 

This most useful and unique publication is ready now. 

PRICE $4.75 POSTPAID 

"Sanabria's Air Post & British Empire News" 
an illustrated quarterly - containing additions to the catalog and news of Empire stamps -

$1 .00 a year, post free . 

NICOL AS SANABRI A CO. , INC. 
A. MEDAWAR, President 

521 Fifth Avenue New York 17, N. Y. 
FACT§ ABOUT §ELLING YOUR §TAMP§ 

e Pub I ic Auction is the modern way to sel I most collections. 

e We have been conducting sales for over 25 years and our effi­
cient, up to date, PERSONALIZED SERVICE assures the maxi­
mum in results . 

e We can offer early dates and attractive terms. Liberal ad­
vances pending sale . Expert supervision of all material by 
experienced philatelists. 

e OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE successfully places Phila ­
telic Properties privately. where this method is preferred . Our 
advice, backed by over 25 years of ethical dealing is at your 
service. 

e We are also prepared to purchase for cash Collections, Ac ­
cumulations . Rarities, etc . 

IRWIN 
~ 

INFORMATION CHEERFULLY GIVEN 

HEIMAN, Inc .. 2 West 46th Street 
NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

Telephone: LUxemburg 2-2393 
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At Your Service 
For All 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
PHI LATELIC 
COMMERCIAL 
INTERIORS 
PORTRAITS or 

CANDIDS 

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE 
(Photographer for the 

Collectors Club P hilatelist.} 

205 West 57th Street 
New York 19, N. Y. 
HE COLLECTO RS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. xxxn, NO
SPAIN 

• 
I am now breaking up a 

wonderful collection of the 

early issues of Spain which 

includes the principal rarities. 

Enquiries invited. 

DOUGLAS BOTH 
Fairways, Mona Crescent, 

Newlands, 

Cape Province, South Africa 
'Ylo.w !)~ ]kl Ji.mil 
to secure convenient auction dates for our 

FALL 1953 

AUCTION SEASON 

If you intend to sell, contact us , so that the 

necessary arrangements can be completed 

before the summer vacations. We are also 

in the mar-ke t for purchase of general and 

specialized collections for immediate cash. 

MERCURY STAMP COMPANY 
522 Fifth Avenue 

New York 36, N. Y. 
Tdcphoncs: Mu2- 7106 and 2-6976 

Ca hie oddrcss: M Z R CSTA}!P :'.'/EWY ORK 
FOR YOUR 

SPECIAL NEEDS 

SOMETIME every collector wan ts 
some special service. He wants to 
sell his coll ection for the best pos­

s ible price ; he wants to buy a great 
rarity or an unusual gro u p of stamps. 
not to be found in dealers ' r eg ular 
s tocks; he wants reliable information 
about his philatelic affairs. Just such 
ser vice is the sole function of J. C. 
Morgenthau & Co., Inc. The company 
has nothing to sell ; it acts, on commis­
sion . for co ll ec t ors who wish to add to 
their collections or dispose of them in 
"·hole or in part. Co ll ec tions for d's-
11osa I are examined " ·ithout cost <except 
postage) to the o\\·ner a nd commission~ 
are charged only on completed tr:rns­
actions. If yo u want to buy or sell .. 

Always Ask Morgenthau 

J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., INC. 
1 Subsidiary of Scott Stamp & Cnin Co. Inc. ' 

114 Liberty St., New York 17, N. Y. 
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Telephone COrtlandt 7-5536 

UNITED STATES 
and 

FOREIGN 

POSTAGE STAMPS 
for 

COLLECTORS 

AUCTION SALES HELD 
REGULARLY 

EUGENEN. COSTALES 
99 Nassau Street 

New York 7 , N. Y. 
MEMBER: A.P.S., A.S.D.A., A.A.M.S., B.I.A., 

COLLECTORS CLUB, S.P.A.. Etc. 
VIII THE COLL
Boston 
Auction Sales 

OF CHOICE 

United States 

and 

Foreign 

HELD REGULARLY 
Catalogues Free 

Daniel F. Kelleher 
7 Waler Stree t, Boston 9, Mass. 
SIS SONS 
NEW 1952 

tB. rn. a. Calaloq 
A Complete 44 Page Specialized 
Listin~ of CANADA, NEWFOUND­
LAND and THE PROVINCES In­
cludes MINT & USED BLOCKS, 
PLATE BLOCKS, REVENUES, STA­
TIONERY, 0. H. M. S. ETC . 

PRICE 25c 
(R EFUNDABLE ON ORDER OF 

$2.00 OR OVER l 

J. N. SISSONS 
59 Wellington W. 

Toronto 1, Canada 
JULIARD'S 
CATALOGUES 

"Classics of Quality 

to Early XXth." 

Profusely illustrated 

with net prices 

including 

full guarantee 

Ask for Free Copy Today 

ALEX S. JULIARD, NARBERTH , PA. 
( L. Juliard established this business in I889) 
ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXII, NO. 3 



Bryant-Pollard Co. 
Proctorsville 

Vermont 

makes 

A Specialty 

of 

u. s. 
ENTIRE ENVELOPES 

u. s. 
Cut SQUARES 

but 

WE ALSO SELL 

ALL KINDS OF STAMPS 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. xxxn, N
333 Years of Postal History 

Xllth SALE 

1620 - 1953 

From th e early Postal paper of the Republic 
of VENICE to the latest Helicopter Flight 
cover of the State of ISRAEL. 

Over I 000 lots: 

Republic of Venice­

lsrael-

Trieste-

. Vatican City-

Zeppelin Flight Covers. 

Closing Date May 25th, 1953. 

Catalog Free on Request. 

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO. 
116 NASSAU ST., NEW YORK 38, N. Y. 
S. L. BA YER, Prop. ASDA Est. 1912 
Our Monthly Auctions 

With 2500 Lots Each 

bring some stamps for every collector. 

United States 

British Colonies 

Latin American Countries 

Europe etc. incl. Proofs 

Collections by countries 
11 lustra ted Catalogue free on request 

Philatelic Literature List Free 

JUST OUT: 
Billig's Philatelic Handbook Vol. 16 

Coming shortly Vol. 17, 18, 19 

Billig & Rich, Inc. 
55 West 42nd Street 
New York 36, N. Y. 
O

Offer these to us- Our records 

show dealings ranging from 

small collections to an ac­

cumulation of one of the old­

est U. S. A . Dealers. Outright 

cash purchase or , if desired , 

Auction . Get more for your 

stamps! Write us today. 

S. SEREBRAl(IAN 
15 Park Row, New York 38 

Tel. Ba. 7-3830 
. 3 IX 
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Back Issues of THE COLLECTORS 
CLUB PHILATELIST are available 
in limited quantities. 

The following are available : 

Volume V ( 1926) October 

Volume VIII (1929) April and 
October 

Volume X ( 1931) January and 
October 

Volume XI ( 1932) All issues 

Volume XII (1933) All issues 

Volume XIII (1934) All issues 
Volume XIV ( 1935) All issues 

Volume XV ( 1936) All issues 

Volume XVI (1937) January, 
April and 
October 

Volume XVI I ( 1938) January, 
April and 
October 

Volume XVI 11 ( 1939 ) All issues 

Volume XIX ( 1940) April and 
October 

Volume XX ( 1941 ) All issues 

Volume XXI ( 1942) All issues 

Volume XXI 11 ( 1943 ) All issues 

Volume XXI I ( 1944) t0 Volume 
XXXI 
( 1952)­
All issues 

From the beginning to 1930 
$2.50 per copy. 

From 1930 to 1940 2.00 per copy 
From 194 l to date 1.25 per copy 

The Collectors Club 
22 East 35 Street 

New York 16, N. Y. 
 THE COLLE
Jm 
[JW/dopmulia 

JJ# 
[.mp,ilul Q1fJMa_rµ Siampd. 

THE NEW EDITION 

OF VOLUME I 
IS NOW READY 

9/lJlal tBllilain 
& the Empire in Europe 

460 pages full of vital information that enables 
the collecto r to g et greatly increased pleasure 
from this wonderful hobby. 

H e re is a brief summary of the contents :. 

Great Britain 
Handstruck s t a mps ( 108 pp. ) divided into Eng­
la nd a nd Wales, Scotla nd and Ire land. British 
Army and Fie ld Pos t Post Offices , F orwarding 
Agents Ca chet s. 
Adhesive s tamps (102 pp.) including s pec ialised 
chapters on " The Birth of the Adhesive Postage 
Stamp" , Plating t he Penny Black and Two­
p enny Blue. 
Postal Stationery (34 pp.) including specialised 
articles on "The Mulready Envelope" and "The 
Genes is o f the Pictorial Envelope". 
Cancellations (23 pp. ) w ith e ig ht special articles. 
Local and Stamps for Special Services (46 pp. ) 
in c luding Newspaper, Express and Parcel Com­
panies , Telegraph and Telephone, Railway, 
N e wspape r and Parcel. Circu lar D elivery, Col· 
lege, Parcel Pos t , R ailway Letter and Air Mail 
stamps. 
Postal History Articles (30 pp. ) with Postal 
R ates, Ship L ette rs a nd the Developmen t of 
Communications. 

British Empire 
66 pages devot ed t o the Channel Islands, Cypr us, 
Gib ra ltar, Ma lta and Southern Ireland. 

Ex-British Possession 
17 pages on F rance, Heligoland, Minorca and 
The Io nia n Is lands. 

Consular Posts 
12 pages o n Crete, German y, Long Is land , Mount 
A thos, P ortugal, Spain , Tur k ey and L evant. 

PRICE S6.00 

Robson Lowe, Ltd. 
HEAD OFFICE: 

50 PALL MALL 
LONDON. S.,V.l 

Cables: "Stamps, London" 
AMERICAN AGENT 

CARL PELANDEll 
545 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, 

New York 
CTORS CLUB PHILATELIST , VOL. XXXU, NO. 3 



C ollectors Club Handbooks 

Confederate States of Amerit!a 

The Two Cent Green Stamp 

By Howard Lehman 
23 Pages . • . 41 Illustrations ......... .... ..................... .. PRICE $1.00 

The Postage Stamps and Postal History of 

TIBET 
By Harrison D. S. Haverbeck 

53 Pa1es · ... 131 Illustrations ...... ... .... .......•.•... .......... PRICE $I .50 

The Postage Stamps of 

NEPAL 
46 Pages .. . 60 Illustrations .. ..........•.....•.... ...•....... .. PRICE $1.50 

Cumulative Index 
Vols. 1 Thru 30 (1922-1951) 

· Collectors Club Philatelist 
PRICE $1.00 

BRAZIL 
. Bull!Js Eye 

Centennial Issue 
1843 - 1943 
PRICE $2.00 

GREECE 
(Translation from KOHL'S Handbook) 

Paris I!J II and IV 
PRICE $2.00 EACH 

The Collectors Club 
22 East 3 5 Street 

New York 16, N. Y. 



6/ime 
has lent distinction to the name of 

,. H. R~ HARMER 
The greatest asset of our organization, and one that never 
shows on the balance sheet, is the respect and confidence of 
the philatelic World. · 

Built up year by year for more than half-a-century, this price­
less asset has been earned by the skill-, efficiency and service 
that have been applied at all times to the successful selling 

· of fine stamp collections. 

Little is harder than to satisfy both buyer and seller, yet the 
continual flow .of letters from each, expressing complete 
satisfaction, shows that by honesty of effort and by fairness 
at all times, we have been able to accomplish this difficult 
task. 

Whether your interest lies therefore in the buying or selling 
of fine stamps, you may rest assured that satisfaction will be 
yours if you utilize the 

B. R. Barmer Organization 
of New York,. London and Sydne1 

Your enquiry will receive the personal attention of a director. 

D. B. Barmer, Ine. 
The "Great Name" Auctioneers 

32 East 57th Street, New York 22, N. Y. 




